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•^Iany circumstances have occurred twelve months, which suggest to > 

ns the propriety of submitting a few j^liminary observations to our readers, before ^ 
«?iuering upon our labours for the ensui^ medical year, the sixth since the commence* | 
merit of this Publication. ^ I 

e stated, obout this time lastye^ that, “ as Medical Journalists, we had no opposi* ' 
tion, stiii less any competition, />u tend with ; but that, though we had no literary ^ 
corr’u»titors. we had an ubundanc^jf enemies, whose malignity was one of our strongest 
claims to the support and confi«|Hce of our readers.” Kerly in the month of October, 
however, an opposition to this/'ournal was attempted j if, indeed, that terra can be 
applied to a contemptible im>tiou of our plan, seasoned with an out-pouring of 
vulgar ami lualignaut scurr/ty, directed against private character. It is unne* 
cessary for us in this plnc^ to insist on the distinction between slander of privite 
character, and personal attjif'ks, as they are termed, on men who fill public situations, 
and whose character and fjnduct, in their public capacities, are fair topics of animsdi 
version. Of the former, Ave challenge our enemies to point out a single iuslance in t]l0 
pages of this Journal : /f tlie latter, the instances ore abundant in proportion to tlli'S 
occasions which calicdforth honest censure ; and if lliey were not to be found in tbiA^ 
proportion, our puhli^itiou would cease to deserve the eulogium which tvas prononHffiillpsi 
upon it by the highest judicial authority in the kingdom, that of being “ a work 
Very great utility 'Hint in the discharge of our duty, as iudependent Jounjali:iGb 
should have incurred the hatred of some individuals, whose public character may 
suffered Irom our nnimadreisions, is not surprising; but it is plain that the Ol 
repeated ottneks upon our private cfiatacter, eve n if they were as well fo« 

^they are false and malignant, would furnish no answer to the facts or argun 

^ state, that The Lancet appears to me to be 
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tuf. mock lancets. 

Wfliich we may foiaour censure of a public functionary, or mnintain the expediency 
of correcting an eitiDg abuse. As a public journal ought never to be made Uie 
vehicle of attacks up. private character, so neither is a public journal a fit place for 
repelling such atuck|^j^ XQurt of Justice is the only arena in which we have con- 
descended, or ever wt condescend, to meet calumniators who slander because they 
cannot cope with us ; fa;^e Jje source of their malignity is to be found in llui vast 
and increasing circulation f /jis Journal, and in tbe total and humiliating failure of 
all their attempts to dituinisAut influence. 

The first wretched and abf^g attempt to imitate the plan, and at the same time 
Ib juw ‘^ e reputation of was too despicable to obtain even a pnssinfj 

notice in the pages of this Josi ai. The pubUcation to which we allude expired, if wo 
mistake not, in the nintU'.-’cek 'jig existence*, but its dissolution was immediately 
succeeded by tbe appearance of t,rbcr imitation of the plan of The Lancet, precisely 
similar to the former in all respe save that of being ushered into the world under 
tlie auspices of respectable, and, co^gqQently, responsible publishers. The arrange- 
ment of our matter wm acivUely cop^ jn ijoth publications, so as to give to each the 
appearance of a mock Lancet. Thert^^re in each an imitation of our Lectures, an 
imitation of our Foreign Department, an ttutation of our Leading Articles and Reviews, 
and an imitation of our Hospital RepOk^. The execution of tbe design was alike 
feeble in both instances, but the plan wa in both instances a servile copy of that c 
The Lancet, with one distinguishing exyption indeed, namely, the syslemat 
devotion of a portion of the columns of Ur « publications to the aspersion of privat 
character. A part of tbe small capital embai^A in tbe second enterprise was, we have 
reason to believe, supplied by Mr. Bsowe, w^j bas from it the advantage of 

being enabled to puff himself without stint, thou^, when the extremely limited channel 
through which his auto-panegyrics are circulated,'t taken into the account, the pleasure 
of lauding himself in print has, in all probability, ben dearly paid for. In the choice 
of an Editor, the manufacturers of the Mock La net were singularly unhappy, (or 
they fixed upon an “ old hack of a Journalist,’' wL had long since wearied and dis- 
gusted the profession as editor of the Yellow Fung s, and from whose intellectual 
efforU ndthing could be reasonably expected, but im dulncsa and the imbecility 
which have marked the origin and no-progress of theunderiaking. Ihe thing still 
exists, hut it exists under circumstances of which its frt>nds are ashamed, and with 
a circulation which iU publishers must regard at injuriois to the character of their 
Citablisbment. 

While we are taking a retrospective glance at these two pubications, we cannot for- 
b«4ur noticing the manner in which their appearance was succetsively hailed by a con- 
temporary, Dr. James Johnstone, if it be not a misnomer to ckl him a coutemporary, 
yrhO^a defunct as a Quarterly Journalist, and moribund as a pubdsber of half- monthly 
iiiMUitttli* His delight at the appearance of new combatants, in a contest which had 
^oved fatal to his own reputation, was equalled only by the spirit of abject humiUty 
with which be declared his readiness to fight under their banners. It Bccms to be the 
iMy of the Doctor, in all his literary roanomvrea, to accomplish his own humiliation, 
formidable opponent expired in the very week wherein the Doctor triumph- 
stated, UiatTiiE Lancet bad at length “found its match i” and, at the com* 
of the year, tbe Doctor underwent the further mortification of annonneinjg 
iiocoaie of hii own Quarterly Journal, 4i to the pamphlet# wbkfe ftiU 
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lishes, under the title of Fnsciculi, the affidavit which the Doctor makes once a forU 
night to the fact of their fmdiug purchaaers, afi'orda pregnant evidence of the estima- 
tion in which they are held hy the profession. 

Such is the character, and such has been the success, of the opposition made to this 
.lournal during the past year. Nor have our enemies been more successful in the field of 
jurisjirudence than in that of literature. In one ofthtAwo actions to which we alluded 
in the l‘refaco to our volumes for the lust year, RAeiiick Macleod, the Editor of 
the \ ellow i ungus, who had charged us, in his declarwon, with a malicious attempt to 
degrade him in the eyes of his employer, end thereby pprive him of the means of sub- 
sistence, obtained Five Pousns from the jury, as a compensation for the inj^^i^egfed 
to have been done to his professional and literary character. A more trumpery action 
was never brought into a court of justice, aad we believe tlmt the jury would not have 
awarded even the sum of five pounds to the plain Uff, if the production of a squib, which 
appeared the day before the trial in this Journal, as a piece of evidence in support of 
the plaintiff's case, had not been, upon technical grounds, objected to. The weaknesa 
of a cause, which required the aid of the paragraph in question, by way of make-weight 
to the charge against ua, could scarcely have failed to strike the jury, had the reading 
of the squib, as evidence, been acquiesced in. As it was, the passage technically 
objected to, was, in point of fact, read, aud probably made an erroneous impression on 
the minds of the jury. 

The circumstances under which the action, commenced against The Lancet by Mr. 
Gcthuik, was abandoned, are fully detailed in the pages of this Journal. The secret 
history of the transactions connected with that action, is now matter of record ; and 
we may truly say, that a more unjustifiable attempt to obtain a verdict per fa& et n^os 
against a Public Journal, was never yet detected and exposed. The history of these 
transaclions is pregnant with instruction to juries, whose duty it may hereafter be to 
protect the press against similar attempts to convert the law into an instrnment of in- 
justice and oppression. Let it not be forgotten, that Mr. Guthrie commenced legal 
proceedings against The Lancet, with the full consciousness that he had no more cause 
of action against us than against his own colleague — that he con tin ued those proceedings ; 
under the persuasion that he should be able to suppress the testimony of that colleague 
— and that he only abaudoued them ot the twelftli hour, upon finding that his colleague 
refused to tamper with his oath, end co-operate in a conspiracy against this Journal. 

The recovery of damages, in an action against a hospital surgeon, who mistook a 
piece of Hint, at the distance of more than one inch from his patient's entire patella, for 
a jKirtiou of that patella, was an event of no light importance, as the result of this trial 
])rovcd that the pmtige of nominal distinctions was at an end, and that the attempt of 
six hospital surgeons to secure their colleague from the consequences of his incapacity, 
was justly upprodated by an intelligent and discriminating jury. For the coj^euts 
which we felt it our duly to make on this case, we were threatened w'itb an action b!|[ 
Mr. Stanley ; but tbai gcutieraan, either in teuderuess to ua or to himself, forbore 
carry his threat into execution. ' 

Of the action now' pending against us, for our report of the extraordinaiy 
lithotomy at Guy's Uospitai, in which Mr. Brausby Cooper extracted the ateme 
end of fifty -five minutes— the average mmmiun of time in which this operation 
formed hy skilful surgeons being five or six miutttea — we shaU only say tjiat; 
put a JvsTirtCATioN of the Tavtsi of the alleged libel upon (he record* 

B* 
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DISSKCTTONS.-INTK RESTS OF PITTLS. 


The Report of llie Parliamentary CtmuniUec on Anulomy furnitihes sniiyfactor. 
evidence of the utility of the discussions which hiue been curried on tliroii[;,h t' 
medium of a free medical press ; and even the enemies of tins .lournul must concede 
us the credit of having zealously urged the expediency of those measuics whiclt ar* 
now recommended to the adopt* m of the Legislature. The spirit in which the late 
inquiry was conducted augurs .^‘ell fur the cause of medical reform ; and the recom- 
ineudation with which the Con brittee closed its report may be regarded as a first step 
towards the attainment of thatTmost desirable object. Let surgical refonners~and in i 
tlu^.tJ,eslgnatIon is comprehend^ the great body of the profes8ion~~be on the alert to 
take tlurik-ld, and be assured that, though political events have for awhile retarded, 
nothing can prevent the ultimate, and even the speedy, accomplishment of their wdsbcs. 
Lest the recent election of Air. Lawriujcb to a seat in the Council should have raised 
a doubt in any quarter, w'hetber tliut gentleman still remains stauncii to the cause, we 
take this opportunity of assuring the professtoajlbat when the members of the College shall 
again assemble for the purpose of petitim^g Pariiament for a reform of almses, Air, 
Lawiifncf, will again be found at hia post, ready^as he has ever been, to prove himself 
the firm and enliglitened advocate of the Tigiilfl.and Interesth of his professional brethren. 

From the outset of this publication, one of tbe objects of which we have never lost 
sight has been to promote tbe interests of medicol pupils. VVe have endeavouied t 
protect tiiem against the cupidity, tlio injustice, and the negligence of their privilegoi 
teachers; and we have, on some occasions, endeavoured to protect llieta against tbo! 
consequences of their own thoughtlessness and inexperience. Nor can it be denied , 
that our ctTorta have been, in some degree, successful, if the manner in which medical 
pupils wore commonly treated, five years ago, be contrasted wiili llm influfurce which ' 
they now' possess, and the comparative attention which they now receive at the hands 
of their instructors. Pupils maybe assured that tise remedy of many of the grievances 
of which they have still reason to complain lies in their own humls. 

We shall call the attention of our readers, at an etiily period, to the abuses which 
Tceult from the extent to which the out-patient sr stern at our public hospitals and 
dispensaries has h ‘cu carried, and to the rrrinous inliuente which that system has on ' 
the interests of the great body ot iiHMlical practitioners. 

Before conchidiug these observatinns, we must revert to a subject wlricli concenu 
ourselves. 'I'here is no tliurge winch has been more fre iiiently brought aguinsl this 
publication by those who are inlerested in uphoMing existing iihuses, and who 8e*'k, 
therefore, to dcprt < bie the churucter of a Journal whicii ili» y hi^ve lung fell as a thorn 
in their side;?, tl 'in that we have diahonourahiy apjrropi rated the lulumis of tnedii ul 
teachers to our own profit, without the coi.sent of those teachers, and even in spite of 
tUcir^emor.slraiices ngaitrst the puldicaliun of tireir lectures. i hiA charge has been 
SO ofU'Vi , uiui so c unfnieiiily niade, hbat we doubt nut theie are muny persons, who, 
^oVever Otherwise iliypo.'^ed to think well of this puhlicution, believe that wx have not 
SSly puhli shed Air. Am um i n v’s Lectures without his consent, hut tlrnt in many, or 
of the iostancea in whic?. courses of lectures have Ireen published in Tiiii l.A>e» r, 

Ij^ eonwnt of the Lecturers has riot been obtained. We sliaU insert the ckSMTg# ia the 
of one of our calumniators, aiid we shidl he content to forfeit^ tfi8t ib:ftuencij 
has rendered us the objects of so much hluDder and miHrejireseatation, if tho 
wo ahUiH grve to ir, he not such os must for ever tikmcc oui eiiemiea, if they 
^ve the imailcat regard for decency or truth, 
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“ A f( w years ago,” says Roderick AIaclf.od, " a set of literary plunderers broke 
In on the peace ami quiet of our profession. Lecturers who had spent their lives in 
dlecting knowledge, arranging it for communication, and acquiring the difficult art of 

\l instruction, saw the produce of their lives suddenly snatched from them, and pub- 
’ bed for the })rofit of others, with the additional mortiiication of finding what they had 
ven HO nuiclt pains with, disfigured by bad English, and ridiculous or mischievous 
dvmders.” 

It can scarcely be necessary to remind our readers of the distinction which we have 
always rooogni.4ed between the situation of a public teijblier and that of o private one, 
or of the principle upon which we claimed the right o»;||)ublisbing the Lectures of Mr. 
AiJi uN'ETiiY. 'Hie Lectures of private leacbera, whicji we acknowledge to be private 
property, we have never published, as v.-e shall presewy show, without the co nsen t 
of the L' ctnrers ; but tlie Lectures of public medical teachers, delivered jprfllim ^le 
walls of public hospitals, stand, us we have uniformly contended, upon a toluUy difte- 
rcnl fooling. We miiinluincd this point fearlessly and manfully against Mr. Annt- 
NKinv ill atbmitof Equity, and tlie issue of the contest was, that the injunction 
which that CJenlleman obtained againat Rie publication of his Lectures was finally 
diss()lv(?d by the Lord Chanceil(>r,> for Mr. Am-nNfTiiy's Lectures. Sir 

Asm.ky Cnoj'En’s Lectures come wilbin the principle on which we relied in our con- 
tent with Mr. Aiir.iiNniiv ; but SVr Aati^if: Cooper cannot, at any rate, be one of 
tl.ost* who has b'-en plundered of his literary, property, for Sir Astlrv Coopv n gave 
; express cotiseiit to tlie publication of his Lectures. The Lectures of Dr. I’avNDint. 
M .Midwifery, though delivered within the walls of Guy's Hospital, we did not con- 
sider a.s public Lectures three years ago, because, at that lime, no certificates of at- 
tendance on Courses of Midwifery wvre required by the Colleges or the Universities, 
M e applied, lliert fore, fur permission to publish them, which was not at that limo 
conceded, .'subsequently certifientes of attendance on courses of Midwifery have been 
rei|uirt*d, and Dr. Ui.i Noi i.i, has not only not withheld his consent from the puhlica- 
lion of his Lectures in ibis .fourmd, but, as they were to go before the public, 
has added to tlieir Viho' Ijy n revision of the proof sheets. Dr. .Aiimstiioxo’s Lectures 
on the Theory uud rructice of Medicine, were published iu consequence of the 
iuiimmiuii of one of his pupils, that the Lecturer would not ofler any objection. 
Dr. Ahmsiuono did. however, after the appearance of the first Lecture, object to 
the principle of jtublishiug private Lectures, in which objection we acquiesced ; but 
having expressed his opinion, he added, that he should leave the matter entirely to 
ourselves. We mgml the ground of public uiiliiy — and as he found that the pu pill 
Were desirous of pu.^sessiHg hts Lectures, he ofierwards couseuied to ilicii publicA- 
turn, and m kiiowledgcd their accuracy. Mr. Ancoi k's l.eeiureson some Practical poinU 
of Sorv-erv, were jmhlishcd with his consent, oml t!»e proof sheets were revised by him* 
Mr, l.Aw m.Nf r .s Lectures on the Anatomy, Physiology, and Diseases of the Eye were 
puhlisht’d with hia coiiscut, and the prwT .sheets were revised by him. Dr. Cluttkr* 
ur< u’s l.criuifs on the I hcory and Practice of Physic wore published with his od^ent/ 
and the prouf sheets were also revised by him. Dr. .Set'iizniiM’s Lecture! on Pbfi^ttfH * 
logy ill like manner u]»penr»>d wiih ihe ccuseiit, and umU‘i wciit the revision of the LfiO'* 
tutor. The Lectures of Mr. 11 ii.\m>k on Uheiuistry, and those of Dr. IlAfttAai OR Uti! 
Intellectual Composition of Man, wore also published wdth the express cottssntof tbi 
I^rOCturers. .\Il thesis facts we have hud the permission and authority of the sevi^ 
I^Cturer-s to state, from the periods at which their re.spective Courses W'cre compleKlI^ 
fts distinctly as w« now state them j but we have hitherto disdained to give tbi|||(|S| 
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c1a«ife tmswer to the calamniee of our enemiee, and we have now, once for all, adopted 
this course, in order that such calumnies, if they be again repeated, may be as much 
contemned in all other quarters, as they have been uniformly contemned by ourselves. 
We may further state, that so far have we been from the imputed necessity of seeking 
to obtain Lectures by indirect or dishonourable means, that our difficulty, on the con- 
trary, has been to deal with the ijliimeroos applications which have been made to us for 
the publication of Lectures, aW/to oppease teachers, to whose urgent solicitations we 
have not deemed it expedient tcwield. 

That nothing may be left uni^iweredin the above*cited charge, we proceed to that 
paiit xfjji in wLich we are accused of distorting the style, and misrepresenting the 
meaning of the different Lecturers. It is evident, from the statement which we have 
just made, that the only Livcturers who could, by possibility, be injured in this way, 
were Sir Astlev Cooper and Mr. ABERNETMy, inasmuch as all the other gentlemen 
to whom the paragraph could apply in point of time, have actually either acknow- 
ledged their accuracy or revised the proof-sheets of their own Lectures. Let us 
examine, then, the ground of this heavy accusation, as it applies to the two sup- 
posed sufferers } and, first, as it respects Sir Astlev Cooper. To all who know 
tlie worthy Baronet, whose non-profeuional education has, truth to say, been a 
little neglected, it might appear a sufficient answer to this charge to suggest, tiiat 
his English wss not likely to suffer much ftvm the necessary repairs bestowed^ 
upon it in the Reports of The La.vcet. But we have a stronger argument for our 
vindication. Altliough Sir Astley Cooper did not revise the proof sheets of our ’ 
Reports, he has revised the txelmmly genuine edition of his Lectures, published 
by his nephew Mr. TvanELL. Now this exclusively genuine edition, put forth by the 
leal SiMOK Pore, is so faithful a transcript of our Reports, that even the typographi- 
cal errors of our early editions have been retained in it ; nay, passages which, from cir- 
cumstances we have formerly explained, Sir Astley Cooper never uttered, have also 
been faithfully retained in the exclusively genuine edition published by his nephew.* So 
much for the wrongs sustained by Sir Astley Cooper, as touching the felicities of his 
style, and the faithful representation of his meaning. Now for Mr. Auernktiiv. As 
regards this gentleman, we have, if possible, a more conclusive answer to the charge 
fhaa in the case of Sir Astley Cooper. The wortliy Baronet has, in a letter prefixed to 
Simon’s exelunvely genuine edition of bis Lectures, borne testimony to the accuracy of 
dtur reports. But Mr. Abernethy has gone further ; for he has actually sworn to “ the 
wuimte Jidelity'* with which his Lectures were reported in this Journal. Wo refer our 
readers to the affidavit which he made on applying to the Court of Chancery for an 
isjanction against The Lancet, f and we shall merely add, that as the fact of “ minute 
jidWity” was sworn to on the one hand, and admitted on the other, we were precluded, 
in ib^SJrgument, from taking any advantage of the difficulty which Mr. AaERNi r iiy 
, ii^d otherwise have had in proving that Lectures not committed to writing were, 
verbUt the Lectures which appeared in our publication. 


' ^ Had the charge been, that our Reporter, or Printer, had put bad French into the 
mottth of the worthy Baronet, it might, we believe, in one or two instances, Imve been 
jUlbstantiated. Hotel de Dieu, we remember was, by some inadvertence, printed in one 
Sir Astley *8 Lectures; but this error was faithfully copied by Simon Pure into the 
SIsiMas/y genuine edition of bis uncle’s Lectures, 
f See The La.ncet, vol. v., page 368, 
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We feel latiefied Ibat our readers will now be of opinion that we have given a most 
complete and conclusive answer to the calumnies and unfounded charges which have 
been directed against the character of this Journal. We have shown that, althongh we 
maintain the right of publishing the Lectures of public hospital teachers, yet, in every 
instance, save one, wherein a course of Lectures, whether public or private, has been 
published in this J oumal, it has been published with consent of the lecturer. In 
the excepted instance, we boldly maintained, and hilbly established, in a court of 
EQUITY, the principle for which we contended, as far w that principle could be estab- 
lished by the retreat of our adversary, and the dissoluLn of the injunction which he 
had obtained against ns. Witli this exception, forwfth wetakc credit to ourselves 
for the exertions We made in vindication of the freedom of the medical p^, in what 
respect has our practice of publishing Lectures differed from that of our imitators'! We 
have published Lectures with the consent of the lecturers, ^nd our ixnitatois hove done 
the same thing. 

With regard to hospital reports, these, let it he remembered, were equally denounced 
by our enemies, when we first set the example of publishing them. The times, how- 
ever, are changed, and hospital reports are now recognised by all, except tliose func- 
tionaries wl)0, by reason of their imbecility, bare cause to dread them, as an integral 
portion of the stock of public information. But there is this material differeiice between 
the hospital reports jmblished in this Jpumal, and those which have been recently put 
forth by our imitators, that the latter itUve been supplied by the functionaries them- 
selves, who have a manifest interest in suppressing whatever facts may be unfavourable 
to their reputation ; tvbereas, our interest as clearly lies in giving s faithful and impar- 
tial detail of facts, whether favourable or unfavourable to the hospital surgeons. la 
France, ns in this country, where an attempt has been lately made to give currency to 
reports furnished by hospital functionaries themselves, it is well known to the pro- 
fession, that no reliance can be placed on the fidelity of the Reporters. As men, who 
j ay themselves without a check on their liberal propensities, are seldom parsimonious, 
BO surgeons, who rejicrt their own cases, are as generous as BnoniE, wlien their own 
dexterity is to be recorded, and ns little disposed to be communicative on llie subject 
of their hallucinations and mishaps. 

One word with resjjct t to the increased circulation of Tfir, Lancet, a substantial 
test, undoubtedly, of the cBtimation in which our Journal is held by the profession and 
by the public. We believe that w'e shall rather raise the envy than the incredulity of 
one of our contomjiorarics, who has expressed an anxiety to be informed on this sub- 
ject, when we sute, that our circulation during the last twelvemonth has far exceeded 
that of any preceding year. We should, indeed, deserve the derision tO which our 
contemporary has exposed himself, if we had recourse to aa Alderman to hear us make 
a voluntary affidavit to this fact ; but we will point out a way in which our enemies 
may, if they think proj)or, obtain evidence of the amount of our increased circuUktion, 
under a sanction not linhle to the suspicion which attaches to a nugatory’’ ceremoby., 
'I'hcy may elicit this in formoliou from our witnesses in the forthcoming trial between 
Mr. UriANsnY Cooi’eu and The L.vNctr. The great increase whicli has recently taken 
place in our circulation, is obviously to be attributed to the influence of contrast. Th« 
claims of this Journal to public confidence and approhntion have been placed in 
stronger light by the imbecility of our opponents and imitators. 
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OPENING OF THE 


LONDON UNIVERSITY. 

The first course of Lectures dedicated to 
the medical classes of this Institution, vraa 
commenced on Wednesday last, by xMr. 
Charles Bell, the Professor of physiology 
and surgery. He prefaced his Lecture witl» 
the following speech. The thePJtre, which 
is capable of containing nearlpf one thou- 
sand persons, was crowded in e ery part. 
Gentlemen. — Itwill somewhatf’‘iminish the 
oppressive nature of my duly tO‘day, if you 
will permif mo to say, that although I have 
the honour of first appearing before yon, — 
a circumstance accidental, — 1 apeak my in- 
dividual sentiments only, as your Professor 
of physiology and surgery. 

The munificent arrangements mode for 
science and education, and the numerous 
audience now assembled, must nut lead me 
for a moment to assume that the labour of 
the Professors will be light or ea!?y. The 
task which awaits us is a very ditficult one ; 
we must win our way to public confidence, 
as if our professional exertions were but 
commencing. 

The success of the University will depend 
on the relation established betwixt the 
teacher and the pupil ; tlie devotion of the 
one to the interests of science and to the 
instruction of youth ; and the gratitude of 
the other for the highest benefit tliat can be 
received — the improvement of his mind and 
the acquisition of a ]»rofessIon: through the 
improvement of liis mind, incalculable in- 
crease of happiness, rmd, by the acquisition 
of a profession, tiie best security for irule- 
peudence that tlie condition of society ad- ' 
mils. — 'Applause.) 

If I value higlily the influence <»f this 
great establishment, it is because I hav^ 
been long engaged in leacliing. and loive 
experienced all the difficulties of forming a 
zuedical school. For obvious reasons, Lon- 
don must continue to be the principal school 
of medicine ; but whilst there are many fa- 
TOurable circuiuFtances, there are also many 
UDfhvonrable, to n^gulnr study; and it is 
now to be demonstrated that it is possible 
to retain tliat which is favourable, tmU to 
EToid tlie defects. 

In collegcH, sucli as have been instituted 
iu folipcr age:-, the Professars enjoy the 
^ttdrantages of independence mid seclusiMn, 
/tad are removed from the distradiou of our 
Imsy world. It is otherwise in London. 
Here profeasioual men are differently situ- 
Eted* and more activity is requisite, perhaps 

a dilFerent kind, less contemplative or 
j^eofOtical— more practical ; and, to main- 
a distinguished place, unceasing ex er- 
iiuXB iaoecessary. I bey are on an at clivity, 
dt ratltair ifia rushing .stream, where they 
#IB be carried down, if they d > not endeu' 


vour to ascend. In the course of thirty 
years I have seen the establishment of many 
schools attempted ; but it bos always hap- 
pened, that the temptation of following a 
lucrative practice, has far outweighed the 
desire of reputation to be gained by teach- 
ing ; and, consaquently, just when the Pro- 
fessor became useful by the knowledge ho 
was capable of communicaiing, he lias with- 
drawn himself; and so the situation of a 
medical teacher, instead of being the high- 
est, and entitling him who holds it to be 
consulted in cases of difficulty,— as being 
of the seniors of liis profession, oue« Who 
has withstood pett}' solicitations, and has 
maturely studied as well as practised,— it is 
inercly looked ujHm as a situation introduc- 
tory to business ; one of expitciancy, and 
to be occupied in rapid succession by young 
and inexperienced men. Let us hope that, 
instead of this rajhd succession, this Uni- 
versity may be able to raise tlie Professors 
of science to higher con side rat ion, induce 
men of talents to prepare tliemselves for 
teaching, and to continue their public la- 
bours to a later period of life. 

WJUi respect to our .student.^, the defects 
in their mode of oducation are a'-kunwlcdged 
on all hands t they are at once engaged in 
medical studies, without adequate prrqmra* 
tion of the mind ; that is to say, without 
having acquired the habit of attention to a 
ermrse of rrsisoning ; nor are they arqu jin t- 
ed W’ilh those sciences which ar** really ne- 
cessary to prepare them for conii'rehemiing 
the elements of their own jo idV.srioii . But 
in this place this is probulily ilic lust time 
they will be unprepared, for t‘x;imp!e, jhr 
such subjects as we must toncli on to day. 
In ftiture they will cun:e here to tVi'i*'y the 
princijdes they luivi- acquired in the otJier 
das': rt oms mu new and more useful science. 

Another disadvantage, of the mode of con- 
ducting ottr medic;'.! sc hools, has arise ti from 
the to-> numerous engagements of the lieads 
of schools, and a want of the necessary di- 
vision of labour. In consequence of this, 
there is no one to take an intercept in the 
Bludent’a welfare — to recommeiid regula- 
rity — to observe his cdiarar.ter — to muiice 
his moral or religions comlnct. In short, 
tto re can !»e no condition mon* solitary and 
neglect d than that of u young tnun, who 
has come to London to pursue his studies, 
until lie form lii.s own socir ty ; urnl thus, 
without a guide, he makes the first und 
mo-t rliflii nlt «t<qi in lift:,— that which may 
givi* a c-dour to all his fotnve objects. Ilow 
different his condition here! Instead of 
the unnoticed privacy of his chamber, where 
there is uothing to give Iiim the hope of 
distirretion tlirorigh .study, or to gild ln« 
prospocu—- and how prone ici genius to ho 
distrustful of itself, tmd to add gloom to 
poverty and soiilude ; here ho is watched 



fid^ONBON UNIVERSITY. 


with solicitudt*, not by liis ProfcsBors only, 
bul by those able and willing to raise him to 
the di.stinclion he sholl deserve; men of 
extensive influence, who have given tibun* 
dant proofs of their desire to display the 
fair rewards of virtue, to foster genius, and 
to open the prospects of the unfriended 
student. (Cheers.) 

There is a character that attaches to our 
medical students, yvhicli well deserves the 
consideration of all who desire llteir im- 
provement. Besides tUo pleasure and the 
independence of mind which a young man 
finds TesnUing from habits of study, there is 
something peculiar in tJrc character of the 
medical student. 

Ilis occupations lead him oll‘ from autho-^ 
rity at an immature and dangerous time of 
life. The pursuit of experimental philoso* 
j>hy, and the history of those sciences to 
w iiich he is now' introduced, tend to ^ve 
him a mean opinion of the efforts of indivi- 
duahs, and to beget a suspicion of any tiling 
like authoritative language. His mind sud- 
denly illuminated, and feeling all the de- 
lights which arise from the contemplation of 
nature, and the cultivation of science, if you 
love him and value his permanent good, 
touch wiilii exircnui delicacy upon his reli- 
gious opinions. The man of classical ac- 
complishments only has lost his influence 
upon him, and hence ari.se8 a jealousy in 
many pious and learned men of the culti- 
vators of pliilos()pliy. lliey find, they 
scarcely know how, that the youth have 
escaped from their ceuiroul. To our stu- 
dents, books are no loui'er talismans and 
aptdU ; they have no respect for antiquity, 
ami names have no >*uthorify with them. 
I'uught to .surrender their judgnu ntto ex- 
periment only, cau wo be surprisml that 
they require to be reasoned with 1 and to 
hiivi; iho example btfore lliera of men 
biglily infonned in tijose departments of 
knowledge which lliey are in the habit of 
cou.sidering the test of intellectual cmi- 
ni'.'ice ? 

In classical learning, — that is, in works 
of imagination, — the ancients muat hove an- 
ticipated all the most natural and obvious 
ullu.siun.s, and in simplicity, force, and 
beauty, far surpass the moderns. But in 
I'bysicul science, the course of discovery is 
juogressive nud expanding, and the facts 
discovert'd daily are more niul more inte- 
resting and imjiortant. ’I’he con^^eipience i.s 
naturally this : the student of the former 
tire more nmenahle to uiuhorily : they look 
back on ancient limes us being worthy of oU 
admiration, wbiisl the student of tlic latter 
class is conscious that be knows o great deal 
more than the most ingenious or inquisitive 
of those win) lived a liuttdred years before 
him, and considers them tm having lived in 
tbo childhooU of the world. 


I do not speak of this condition of mind in 
our students as an advantage, but irferely as 
a too natural consequence of their mode of 
education. As an advocate for that body of 
men witli whom 1 have been so long con- 
nected, 1 ask, if we sliall not find clergymen 
who, animated hy a aeal for religion, will fit 
themselves to become guides to tiris im- 
portant clarfi; — by acquiring another claim 
upon their utentiun , besides the authority 
in which tlnl| are already clothed, and who 
shall maintan their superiority by tlie ex- 
tent of thei^cientific acquirements, lieing 
stfch as can^e best appreciated by these 
young men. 

If religious duties haveTTn the early part 
of life, been taughi'witli parental affectinu — 
if the voluntary labours of some of our pro- 
fessors extend thos*' lessons in a manner 
suited to the growing rapacity of our stu- 
dents — if our students have a place of pub- 
lic worship, and if, on sucli occasions, they 
are under the eye of those by whom tliey 
have been instructed during the week, 
there is, in this respect, incalculable im- 
provement in their condition. 

When the indifference with whi< h yoimg 
men are apt to took on this subject sliall liare 
given place to experience and inatuTe re- 
flection .-—when they fibuU have learned llie 
importance of right principles and just 
modes of thinkiag, aud look hack with 
gratitude to the examples they have had in 
this place, — then may the Luiversity be 
raid to he ostablislted ; for its cBtahlis!im?nt 
must ultimately depend on the character of 
those educated in it, and their influence on 
society. At present, whilst this beautiful 
edifice is incomplete, and the labours of the 
w'orkmen are only suspended, and clamour 
is excited, it rciuiire.s some exertion of the 
mind to rid us of the inlhteuee of tliese press- 
ing circumsi.nnces, and fully to anticii'ato 
and appreciate tlie advantages to he derived 
from tliis College, aud not from this College 
only, hut from otliers formed after its exam- 
ple, by the exertions of those who, although 
they may not iiave had the genius to con- 
ceive the plan, yet may have the virtue to 
imitate it. (G leat aj'plause.) 

There is only one more reflection which I 
shall venture to exjtress— great .advantage 
and satisfaction result from a combination of 
learned men, each active in his own ^phere, 
whilst all coinbiue for the greater object,; aad^ 
what so laudable and inspiring as the im; 
jwovenient of science and literature ! (for [ 
di em the right leaching any department of 
science the surest W’ay of improving it). Bat, 
how'ever much men feel the advantage and 
necessity of such combinations, they seldcnu 
combine, unless drawn together by Um tie 
of some regular esiahlishmeut. 

One happy effect of ttiis is, the ymiater* 
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iupted progreM of wieiiee ; tor, hitherto, 
those rviTo have taught in oar sciioolt, have 
had aucoeasors to (heir places, without auo- 
cessors to their inforiaation or their opinions* 
Too ofton^ those who succeed, attempt to 
depreciate the labours of their predecessors 
hut where the profesaors are united. Uiis 
cannot take place* The opiuion and the 
modes of teaching are apprecjbted and re* 
membered when the individuajms lost, and 
the coarse of improvement fdls on un* 
broken from one age to anotier. In Uni* 
versities, a posthumous reputuion supplies 
the interval after the loss ofn great man, 
till new ,njten of authority arise. In the 
general body the excellence, whatever it 
may be, is perpetuated, because llie society 
is permanent, and not fluctuating with the 
students. 

Iliis mutual aid, this common interest, 
these high objects, I trust, will unite ua in 
the most friendly intercourse, and will bo a 
lasting source of gratidcation and advantage. 

[The Professor now entered into a 
long disquisition, with a view of removing 
the mistaken notion of the yoting student, 
that there is an irregularity, not a complete 
adaptation of all the different parts one to 
another, in the human system, adverting 
particularly to the circulation of the blood, 
which he demonstrated by the laws of hy- 
draulics; but time did not permit him to 
descant upon it to the extent he wished.] 
lie concluded thus :-~ 

I must interrupt this inquiry for the pre- 
sent, but I meau to extend my examples in 
a future lecture, and to go generally into 
the subject, tliat I may at last have, as it 
were, the privilege and the pleasure of 
drawing you to the conclusion, that wliat 
appears irregulor and accidental in the hu- 
man frame, arises from our ignorance ; for 
when we approach the inquiry with humi- 
lity and due diligence, the proofs of design 
knd order multiply in proportion to the 
knowledge we possess, and as the subject 
rises in interest, we are borne away in ad- 
miration ; and here let me say, genilemeD, 
UiSt admiration is involuntary praise. (Loud 
ipplsuse.) 

At the conclusion of the Lecture, the 
warden announced that the whole of the 
University was open to the inspection of 
the persons present. 

Amiipg the many judicious arrangenientft 
.which 1 have been made for the acc<immo 
dation of pupils, is one which W’ill obvinte 
home of the ohjections that have been raised 
s^ainst (he institution. The lower part of 
the baildlng has been fitted up as a refresb- 
^"Iht robm, in which tite studeiils may he 
died, at a very moderate rate, with 
ifil, breakfa.sts, and other refreshments, 
didiig like an u}>proach to luxury has 
avoid^til, but all that is aW'OS* 
is furuiehed. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


OK THB CONDITION OF THE BLOOD AND THE 
VESSELS IN INFLAMMATION.* 

The numerous experiments of Haller and 
Spallansani, and the more recent ones of 
Doeilinger, Thomson, and Hastings, might 
seem to have completely exhausted the in- 
formation to be derived from the use of Uie 
miciosGOpe, with regard to the phenomena 
of inflammation ; it appears, how'ever, from 
Dr. Kaltenbrenner’s moat elaborate work, 
that tills is by no means the case ; his ob- 
servations, in some respects only, confirm 
those of his predecessois ; but in otliera 
evidently lead to contrary results* 

Out aatbor has chosen for his observa- 
tions the organs of animals of three different 
classes ; the tail of the cobitis fossilis, the 
web of the frog’s foot, the lungs of the frog 
and salamaoder, the mesentery and liver of 
the frog, the mesentery, liver, and mucous 
intestind membrane of the rat nnd rnbbit, 
and the spleen of the mouse. 'I'he means 
by which infiammutiou was excited in these 
organs, were also very various ; incision, 
contusion, and puncture ; laceration, pres- 
sure, burning, cold, and heat ; exposure of 
the intestines to air, water, and different 
gases ; hunger and poisons ; especially aub- 
iimate, ammonia, alcohol, opium, and the 
muriates of soda and ammonia, were suc- 
cessfully employed for this purpo-se. The 
action of these different means on the 
living body, produced infinite inodiliralkms 
in the circulation of the blood, an<l in the 
vessels; all which, coni-itiered ttnder a cer- 
tain point of view, the author is led to re- 
gard as being founded on one tmd the same 
organic proettss. 

After death, the arteries are found empty, 
the blood having entirely pa.ssed into tho 
veins; this phenomenon was rvell known to 
Haller, and he observed it very accurately 
in th« mesentery of the frog. 'I'lie suc- 
cessive changes which, by means of ibe 
microscope, arc seen in on organ at the mo- 
ment of its being deprived of life, are ibe 
following : on the ajijrroacb of death, tho 
column of blood in the arteries gradually 
diminishes in size, till, at last, the vessels 
contain only half of the usual quautily ; tho 
stream is uninterrupted, rapid, and without 
any visible pubfttioris, whicli, however, may 
he observed after some lirnti, corresponding 
with those of the heart, and gradually be* 
coming more and inttre distinct ; at Iflat, 


* Experimenta circa atatum sanguinis el 
vssorum in iriflammntione, sort. Jf. Kalten- 
brenuer, M.D., ubd MageDdto'jji JouitiuL 
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however, they become unequal and indis- 
tinct, and, at the same time, the column of 
blood decreases, till it disappears entirely ; 
the arteries are now quite empty, and 
organic life is extinct. Whilst the arterial 
stream is uninterrupted, no disturbance is 
observed in the veius ; but as soon as the 
arterial circulation becomes unequal and 
^irregular, the blood is accumulated in the! 
veins ; and f^rom the moment that no more 
blood is carried into them, that which they 
contain stagnates entirely, retaining how- 
ever, for some time, an undulatory motion, 
passing into the branches, and then relum- 
ing again ; tlrese undulations gradually di- 
minish, and become reduced to smaller 
limits; the globules of the blood are con- 
glomerated, all spontaneous motion ceases, 
and the mechanical laws determine its fur- 
ther direction. 'J'his undulation of the ve- 
nous blood is observed not only in dying 
animals, but also in parts divided from the 
living body, and in those which, by a very 
tight ligature, liave been separated from the 
system. In these cases, the arteries ore 
emptied aa soon as they receive no more 
blood ; the fluid of the capillary vessels, 
from this moment, is thrown into undula- 
tions, which press tlie blood towards the 
veins, and, lastly, terminates in complete 
stagnation. This fact is a decisive proof, 
that the motion of the blood in the smaller 
arteries, and especially in the capillary 
system and veins, is, in some degree, iude- 
jieiuient of the action of Uie heart. 

It is a general opinion, that after death 
the blood is equally distributed to all the 
organs of the body, unles* any of them had 
been the .sent of inflammation ; this is not 
the case : in the extremities, the serous 
membranes, the lungs, 6cc., the blood re- 
tires from the capillary system into the 
larger veins ; in other organs, as, for in- 
stance, in the 8|ileen and liver, the capillary 
vessels do not completely empty themselves. 
It is very inteiesting to observe that in 
fishes, iho blood of the smaller vessels is 
not emptied into the veins, but that from 
the moment when the circulation is arrested, 
it is infiltrated into the cellular tissue, where 
it is found in reddirii masses ; a fact, which 
can only bo accounted for, by assuming that 
these small vessels are canals without proper 
parietes. In the liver of the frog, the same 
appears to take place, but not in lliat of the 
rabbit, which, after death, is found most 
benntifully injected. 

M. Ivalteubrsnner endeavoured to dis- 
tinguish the red and white substance, which 
some anstomists a«y they have discovered 
in tb« structure of the liver ; hut having 
never succeeded, he doubts the existence of 
these two substances, and accounts for the 
tsrror of these anatomists in the following 
manner: the nciiri which compose 


the substance of tlie liver are sttrtcraiided 
by a net-work of veins, in which the blood 
stagnates after death ; when seen by the 
naked eye, the circumference of the adni 
appears of a red, and their centre of a light 
colour ; but under the microscope, this cen- 
tre is found to consist of a very dense vascu- 
lar net- work. Jrom which the veine of the 
circumference arise ; according to the 
greater or smftler quantity of blood accu- 
mulated in th^iliver, the centre of the acini 
appears of a p» red, or dark-red colour. 

In the splelp, the small vessels undergo 
a very singular change at the moment of 
death. During life, the d i^t,pbut .^.Ai of the 
vessels in this organ is very similar to that 
in tlm substance ef the liver ; after death, 
the same phenomenon takes place as in the 
cepillary system of fishes ; the smaller arte- 
ries and veins, and the capillary ves.sels, 
emit their blood into tbe celluior tissue, 
where it is found in red masses ; the larger 
arteries and veins oiily retain their blood, 
of which, in the smaller vessels, no trace 
can be discovered ; this accounts for the 
general opinion that, in the spleen, the 
arterial blued is poured into cells, from 
which it is taken up by the veins ; at the 
some time, it explains why' all attempts to 
inject the arteries of the spleen from the 
veins ha«e failed. Whoever has examined 
the edges of the spleen of the mouse under 
a microscope, will be convinced that after 
death the blond of tbe capillary system is 
infiltrated into the parenchymatous tissue, 
but he will never, during life, observe its 
emission into cells. 

On examining, after death, the mucous 
membrane of the small intestines, it appears, 
even to the naked eye, that a small portion 
of the blood is retained in the capillary 
vessels, the rest being carried into the 
larger veins. 

The changes which the circulation of in- 
flamed parts undergoes after death, is very 
different from those observable in healthy 
organs. The blood is convej'ed from afl 
parts w'itU accelerated motion, towards the 
centre of inflammnlion ; the arterial is not 
changed into venous blood, and iiscoagula- 
tory power is much increased. If in this state 
death takes place, the column of blood in 
the surrounding vessels diminishefe in sixe, 
and the blood accumulates in the inflamed 
purt, so that at Inst the peripheric Vessels 
are perfectly emptied ; at this moment the ’ 
circulation censes, but for a considerable’ 
time oftervs ards undulations are visible, by 
whicli the blooil is gradually carried towards 
the centre of inflammation, and which in- 
sensibly terminate in stagnation, lliis 
tion, subsequent to the death of the animcK, 
is also observed in the newly-formed ves- 
sels. In a lesser degree of infiatnitiation, 
the blood is only accelerated ib its motioh, 
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and does nol approach to a complete stasis ; 
the ceotripetul undulations are also visible, 
but ultimately the blood is carried into the 
veins. In such cases the inflamed parts ex- 
hibit hardlj any redness after death. 

It appears, that in some organs, inflam- 
mation is more disposed to form the inflam- 
matory centres described abpTe, than in 
others ; in the latter division joto which the 
serous meuibraues seem ear cially to be- 
long, exudation ismostfrequi uly observed. 
If cold water is injected intqiihe peritoneal 
cavity, iofliimiuati m is sooi-cexcifed, and 
quieUy followed by exudation ; the nfilux 
of blood violent, a.s to make the mem- 
brane appear lilie a net-work of injected 
vessels ; from tlie inomenJ that life ceas:*s, 
the Idood gradually leaves them, and is com- 
pletely poured into the veins, so thot, after 
death, but very slight traces of ilm jireced- 
iug inflammation can be perceived. 

The abdomen of an animal being opened, 
or its intestines and mesentery being drawn 
out, the contact of atmospheric air soon 
cause.s inflammation, which increases very 
rapidly in the mesentery, but slowly in the 
iutestines. AVhen, however, it has arrived 
at a certain pitcli in the latu r, it suddenly 
diminishes in the former, and gradually sub- 
aides, till at la.st Its veatscls arc emptied, 
and the iufliunination is confined to the in- 
testines alone. The same phenomenon lakes 


lions, wliether any of these organs have, 
during life, been the seat of inflammation. 

When the capillary vessels are wounded, 
scarcely any extravasation appears to lake 
place, only a few globules escape , and the 
circulation through the wounded vessels is 
not at all disturbed, but continues as be- 
fore. If very small orteries are divided, the 
haemorrhage is also very trifling; but the 
blood ceinses to circulate through the w ound- 
ed vessels, and passes entirely into the ar- 
terial branch next above the division. Whoa 
a larger artery is divided, n considerable 
hminorrhage ensues from the two ends, and 
the blood of the nt ighbouring arteries is 
st'en moving towards the w ound as lowurda 
a centre; after some time, an undulatory 
motion is observed in the etuis of tho arte- 
ries, so that at one moment the blood moves 
towards the point of division, and, in tl»e 
next, returns into the vessel ; these undu- 
lations gradually decrease, till the move- 
ineitt of the hh>od towards the divided ex- 
tremities ceases entirely, the blood being 
carried through the ne.xt arterial branches. 

We strongly recommend W our readers 
an attentive perusal of Dr. Kaltenbrenncr’s 
work, and seriously regret, that want of 
space prevents our giving more than a very 
imperfect abridgment of it. 


place if the mesentery is first irrituU*d, and 
the intestine ia afterwards exposed to any ex- 
citing cause. It seems, then, tiiatiailam- 
rantion is much more readily excited in the 
serous membruue.s, than in the organs which 
they envelop, but that it subsides very ra- 
pidly, and in the same proportion, as it in- 
creases in the intestines. The ti.ssue of the 
lungs appears also to be little disposed to 
form inflammatory centres, whil« in fl»e 
liver the contrary obtains, rite circulation 
of the latter organ is, even in liie state of 
health, very alow and favourable to consi- 
derable accumulation of blood ; in inilam- 
mation, it in first accelerated, but gradually 
retarded, and, lastly, a complete siagnation 
tildes place. I'he same is ob.H'rved in in- 
flammation of the spleen. 

Violent iiiflaminaiion of the mucous in- 
testinal tuembrane, often leases no traces 
whatever ; the blood witli which, during 
life, the capillary vossela were gorged, is, 

, after death, so comjdolely eonveyeu into the 
-YetttS, as to render this membrane uhuuiit as 
pale as in its healthy state ; this is even 
most striking in the most acute inflununalion, 
60 that iu this res]>ect, the mucous are &p- 
^^Dtly -very similar to the serous mem- 

We need hardly observe, that these ob- 
servations ought to make us very cautious 
ill deternuuing, by post-mortem examine- j 


CASES or iNTFRMtTTf vr TKVEe., rs wnirii 
BLI rniNC WAS XMPCOVLD IN Till: tot.n 
81 AGE. 

/fv doHS Mackintosh, M.D., lecturer m 
the Practice of PhviiCfihc,, in J^iiulnir^h. 

1 . — Jumci il'ard — admilled into 
Royal Ordnance Hospital, in November 

Has suffered several attacks of intermit- 
tent annually, since the year H109, when 
he served iu the t*xj)etliuon to VValcheri'U. 
Of lote his indispositions were long, and left 
him more and more debilitated. Several of 
ray jmjdls w'atched this man closcdy^ for 
some time, with a view to Meed him in the 
<o!d stage, but they w’cre not fortunate 
eoough to arrive in time ; they bled him 
twite, how'ever, iu the hot lit, from the 
severity of the symptoms, and with con- 
siderable temporary relief, but without 
preventing or iniliguliug the violence of the 
subsequent paroxysms. Some time after- 
wards, in the presence of Drs. Lucas and 
Hobinson, two of my pupils, now in the 
Ordnance Medical Dtqtartment, 1 bled him 
from tt vein in the arm, during tlie cold 
stage j it W5UI very severe j the rigours wow 
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violent, and ll;e ser.se of coldness insiip> 
])')i table, i ll* complained much of his In ad 
niul loins ; his face was of a livid colour, 
and the vessels of the conjunctiva turjpd 
willi blood. Pulse 100 or 10.), and op- 
pressed ; breathing sliort and anxious, and, 
to use his own expression, he felt “ a heavy 
load about his lieart.” When the vein was 
opened, the blood tricklevl slowly from the 
wound, but it soon come in o jet. By the 
time eight ounces were taken, the rigours 
ceased, ond he expressed great surprise at 
the suddenness of the relief; when twelve 
ounces were abstracted, he was free from 
ail complaint, and his skin had a comfort- 
able moist feel. He enjoyed o good night ; 
he had no return of the intermittent ; and 
his recovery was rapid. 

I liad an opportunity of seeing this man 
doily for some months afterwards, and his 
com>tant tale was, that he “ had not felt so 
well, or so much of a man,” since he went 
to Walcheren. The only remedies used 
after the bleeding w'cru luxotivea and infu- 
sion of (junssia. 

Case i?. — .Tames Aitchison, aged 33, had 
had repeated, attacks of ague. Was seized 
with severe rigours wlien on the top of the 
Caflisle mail, travelling to Edinburgh. The 
paroxysm was evidently produced by expo- 
sure in had weather, first to rain, and then 
to a keen frost, with w'el clothes. When 
1 visited him in hospital, he had laboured 
under the rigours fer no less n period than 
twenty-jix hours,-— in truth, it was the 
most severe cold stage I li.id ever seen in 
any country he had severe pain in tlie 
liead, back, and loins ; oppression at pne- 
cordia. Warm drinks, stiinuhiuts, and hot 
applications had been enijdoyed, w'itboui 
bi'iieiit. The agitntioM of Ids body was so 
great that it shook tho very bedstead on 
which he lay, and threatened to terminate 
in convulsions, l ongue loa«h-d, Imt moist ; 
breathing hurried and laborious; pulse (>;>, 
oppressed ; skin not below the natural 
standard over tin) trunk, hut all i»is extre- 
inllies were cold, and he complained of a 
sensation of extreme coldno.ss. Eortunat< ly, 
I njade a good orillce, which is not always 
easily done from the tremors, and the blood 
flowed in a good stream ; twelve ounces 
were abstracted in three ininnies, vviih very 
trifling relief, excCjit to liis breathing; but 
during tbe flow of tlie second ]u>und, lie 
becam«‘ more and more eusy.and tbe rigour 
censed completely. This jiound was ab- 
stracted in two minutes; ilie arm w;is tied 
Upon the njipromh of syncoju*, from which, 
however, he soon recovered. lie lay quite 
i?a*y ; his body, and even the extremities, 
became of a projicr temperature ; and his 
akin felt moist ; tho pulAe rose from t>b to 
J0<S ; he passed a good night ; i»ad several 


stools during the next twenty-four hours ; 
was found pctfccily easy next day. On the 
foll'iwiiig day he was coTivn!e.scent, looked 
well, and asked for more food, and had no 
return of the disease. 

Case .S. — Tliomas Bullock, a stiong 
healthy youn;|r man, repot ts that he had had 
the disease if the tertian form for twelve 
days. Attriblte.s it to exposure to cold, 
when on sentry in the arsenal at Woolwich. 
He was in theivveatiiig stage when brought 
into the hosjuA on the 4ih March, 

6. Had a severe rigour, follow’ed by in- 
tense reaction ; was found sweating at the 
hour of visit; no stcol 

U. Cold fit came ^n at three a.m. After 
it had continued half an hour, and was well 
formed, his pulse beating Ul, and oppress- 
ed, a vein was opened in the arm by iMr. 
Marshall, (one of my most zealous pupils, 
now assistant- surgeon of the B7t!i Kegt.,) 
in the presence of several other gentlemen. 
IVbeu fifteen ounces of blood w'ere ab- 
stracted, the rigour ceased ; llie pain of head 
and loins, ond the opiuesslon at praecordia 
vanished ; the breathing became natural ; 
the pulse rose to f);) ; in Imlf an hour after 
the Ofieration, said he felt iiuite well ; no 
hot fit fallowed ; a very genile moisture ap- 
peared on the surface, but tliere was no 
sweating stage ; pulse *>.). 

10. S;i\ s he feels quite well, and free from 
that anxiety and oppression which has af- 
fected him from the time he caught cold at 
Woolwich ; is able to be out of bed and 
dressed ; appetite improved. He escaped 
for l iidit days. 

lb. Was again altnckeil with »iaouvs a 
quarter of an hour before the. visit, lie is 
now in a severe well-formed cold til ; breath- 
ing hurried ami laborious ; the whole body 
is in a treniour ; longue rather loaded ; 
passed a bud niglit ; pulse lyu, 0 [>{>res.sed, 
Attributes this paroxysm to eoUli'henin 
the privy, A vein was ojx ued in I > arm, 
and fourteen ounces of hlo.xi were u| "ract- 
ed before the fit was subdued ; there was no 
tendency to .syncope; \uilse 110, full, and 
of good ftrengih No hot stage ; no sweat- 
ing sta;;e ibilowed. 

iq. Veslerday, for some lime after the 
bleeding, lie ujipcnred free from all com- 
phiint ; but towards evt i^v.g whs atfar.ked 
wiih violent hi adiich aud pwin in the ^el'y. 
Blood was again taken from tho .same ori- 
fice, to the amount of twelve ounces, with 
complete relief, smee which he has beott 
ea.--v and slept well ; bowels slow. 

Slight cliill this mariiing, which ap- 
peared to he cut short by u warm drink ; 
no fever followed ; passed a good night ; 
bowels not moved. 

y*J. Had a sliglil sensation of cold this 
morning, but ihereWus no liot stage ; says 
he feels quite well ; bowels slow. 



_ ^ 1 «AV n«<l l»a» aome appetite , 


-»■ »»CK.K-r«»0» 

iiuves , lo o -i^uT at ten a.m., Had a aevera rx%» op- 

fever and tbeaweet-l^^g^^^ with pain in hock and 

which r-afcdinwed by q«ite preation at pticcotdia, P“ At the 

V'» oW»iVt His hs.HU went on ..a «»«. pinn » the U« 

free from cominaiuw. ^ jje 

improeing ?•'>“”“> ““:‘jeu«4- 
w., <«s':»»'8f^‘'‘!'aSMrted bimMlf «ck 
■1 Ue ..me ‘n/""*™” taken inta 
on :iOth May 1 paro^am of inter- 

boapital, «ff«^ * ® . bia discharge, 

Sint 

;tX»iwri‘WgedantUe4tU. 


whose health bad fotn eriy^^ 
residence m a warm c ^ 

he had had an Woolwich, hot has 

ago, when he diiTase till now ; 

^’had a reuiin March lh«d, 

vaa taken which he 

Ubouring severe rigour; tlie ] 

aaid came on after » , disturbed 

*‘““‘ 'l?5?r'lThXy WH^ little ssriatioD. 
ahmp Uli the a tevere rigour. 

He was then seiaed usoaUv 

attended by coinpioitied acutelv 

touessing i airing the cold 

of Kli heads ^hen the tremouraj 

itage to twelve <jpnce». -x.Mt.d at once ; 
and the aprof^^ *'** 

*0 hot stage. 


ftueuu«« ' rmin in OU»«n •»• — 

preaaion at pticcordia, pa ^he 

Si’“« ^ •"■ 

i>‘*j:;\SchhMCon^-^S'‘lJ 

|p’5S^SrtU«r.rU.C«pUi. 

1 • Ha4«tliMl-0P''«'‘-*“a„Uwell,” 

»6 27,S8. SameroroH. “"‘"S 

he hasoccasionsl hc^ac IS. ^,^1, 

30 and 31. H»d ahght P« > .y^het 
,l.y, with some headacU, ?<“•« 

Another parnxymn. with. escre 

I Ue'siach. .Her a «• 

> CapUlitio e6iuw opphccniui 

Hipetatnr pxy,m at half 

2. Experienced »»«» - coinplaina, 

past nine this ^ of oppreaaion at 

Ubough he i» Pt*rsiim» \hc lunga, 

prajcurdia, diftcAiUy t’' pight; sixteen 

iLdheadach ; h.;^^a >e.ar»«;h 

of the leeches ,^„„d for the time, 
well, relieving hia e* rtptiatur 

^pplkeHlur hirudiM$ tu, ««r 

jmlvii laxmi- • had a had 

Feela ^fple of which the per- 

„ight, ‘‘"^«ir.; ieeche. hied well, sni 

I’l’iieied'tho head he grmlunlly 

w'!’ hoie-. k .%« 


- . . |i-p mil ne k****'**" 
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in baeing . genUe moi.tut „ Ibe 4th, fith. and 8tb. N‘^ 

ibotaiage. . j f,on> »" 1 “ . (Im use oftbe nninme m 6»d 

14 Slept well, and leeis i ^ he began me no return. Iw 



DR. MACKIKTOSH ON INTERMITTENT FEVER. ^ 


W«ine«a»y. 31»t of M»y, UWng under 
■ tetero hot fit, nttended with the ueoel 
evmptoms, great headacb, severe pain in 
tL Lk, loina, and limbs; «reat oppress|on 
of prBBCordis, extreme beat, thirst, 
ral uneasiness j tongue loaded ; pulse hur- 
. . .. .. frt* dwPk houra before 


Cass 6.— Alexander Clark, a stout well- 
made young roan, with a florid coi»plexion» 

' Had three attacks of tertian intermittent 
before be refiorted himself sick ; came intp 
hospital on 2lst May, 1826. with the fourUi 
paroxysm upon him. He was attacked 


mius ' — — - 

sasiness; tongue loaaeu i T* 1 a m., with rigours; the fit was 

Tied. This sttgo lasted for fi.e hours hofo ' j i,. hq. stage had given wey 

‘'*T?"ta:T'":ld paroxyaut. W^o 

aleep.dutingthe fg>. J ^ W»|2 

but feels pretty well to-day ; two si^la. t J complaint yesterday ; 

«. Hud a severe toW stage at two P.M.. t,,e laxative. 1 he 

whkb Usted uU four. J rigour came on this naif- past 

five, when he was m the ihroyg^the regular stages 

suffering from all the symptoms y ^ . distressing symptoms. 

.1 !t ..t I . 1 1 . .1 . vsa.rillnr ! Tin 


described. 

3. The sweating stage did /PP?® ^ 
oveniog tlH eight o’clock. H« hrf no 
sleep ; two atcmls; tongue clean. 

4. llie pawxysm took place atone oklock. 
P.M., ihia*^ da^ ; about twelve o clock the 
pulae was eSnted, and waa found to beat 
fe4. and opprciied ; the 
toms bad jutt commenced ; at half past 
twelve the pulse was 66, and still more op- 
pressed. 1'Uis rigour was very severe , the 
tremours of bis body shook the bed, and his 
sense of cold was insupportable, 

that a thermometer 

stood at 100. He compUined of great op- 
preuion ; p»in of back and loiu« ; re»pira. 
K dilBcuV«.d hurrjvd. The rigour was 
allowed to be formed for ten or twelve 
miiiuiea before a vein was opened, which 
was eftected with difliculty, owing to the 
UemouTS, He bled from a small orifice 
until tweuty-four ounces were drawn, which 
occupied sixteen minutes, when the rigour 
teased, and all Its unpleasant symptoms. 

June Last evening be began to com- 
plain of aaevore pain in the back • 

with thirst. Heat tOo“ ; pulse IM, kut 
soft, lleiief soon followed the exhibiUonof 
forty drops of laudanum in an oun^ of the 
spirit of mindererus; passed a 
with much perspiraliou ; says he feels qui 
easy to-day ; much easier than he has been 
at any timi ainoa the firat paroxysm; 

bowels slow. r,i. 

Had attacks of a alight naluie on the 6th, 
Bth. 10th, 1‘iih, 14tli, uid the 
jiortwM mwle «» tfi* J*®® j,' „.ij 

reguitr ; tougue deui Mtd mowt, IhitU 
diminiahed.. 

16. Hud * sever, rigourst 
It wu of very ehort damiioB. CouMder.ble 
follotvd. H.d two slight p.. 
ou the 1«tU »d 19th 1 «.d, 00 th. 
WtC^wss ordered to tsk. 
tlHi uttiiduei each dose to consist of four 
miuii uflter trhicU> he had no return of ilie 


with the usual - (TTstressing symptoms. 

I Tongue much loaded ; bowels regular ; no 
appetite ; urine scanty. 

Jnfuiwn of ([tiQuia, .v.. 

He experienced severe paroxysms on the 
g4th and 26th, attended with headach, and 
a severe pain in right hypochondrium. 

28. Rigour came on at eleven, a.m. rive 
minutes after it was well formed, a vein wm 
opened, hut the operation was badly per- 
formed. owing to the violent tremours; 
twenty ouiioes of Mood were slowly drswo, 

1 when the rigour ceued, togetlier with the 
tremours, the difficulty of btesthmg, the 

oppreesion »t prascordts, snd tlie 

^ dec. The painful sense ot cold gave way all 
at once to a pleasant feeling of heat, and the 
pulae became natural. Ihe bleeding was 
not canied the length of producing syncope. 
There waa no hot stage, and the skin was 
covered wiih a gentle moisture. In bdR an 
hour his only complaint was of slight 
nausea ; he is ehle to change his position at 
pleasure, and feels disused to sleep. 

29. Had considerable heat of skin and 
thirst yesterday evening, which h® , 

to the pressure of loo many bed.clolhes , 
the blankets not having been removed, which 
he had caused to he heaped upon himself «ii 
the approach of the cold stage, blept weU 
during the night; feeU quite easy; lo 

30 Had an exceedingly alight paroxyim 
at mill ; slept well last night ; no ap|»etl|« ; 
had five evacuations from the powels. 

31. Had another slight chill tins affor- 
noon. but there was no rigour or hot atogej 
oomplaius of pain >» 

Paaied a good night; »>owel^ar 

iiderable thirst, tongue still TOUl, i>ulse 
100, very full, but soft. 

Inntomtur vttkatorium parti doimu. 

His general health and W® jJJJ* 

proved rupW'y 

Uiiued to experience daily sUgUt 
ihe 7th June, when he got, thrice a-day, 
five-grain doses of the quinine. 

Junes. Took the quimne at oleven, at 

one, and three o’clock, nevertheless h» m 
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& paroxysm at a quarter past ihree, winch j Cask fi. — George Scott, aged 36, a nalivo 
he is disposed to nitribuu* to exposure wlieu j of Eyemouth, was seized with an inter- 
asleep between two open windows; high ! uiittent of the qunrtuu typo when in I iri- 
excitement followed the rigour, which ter- } 


minuted in the sweating stage. 

lie coiitiaued to take the quinine on the 
i)th and lOth, and hud no return of the dis- 
ease. He regained las healf^;h and strength 
rapidly, and was dischargedrlune 17 ill. 

Dr. Kellie, of Leith, wrs present when 
Clark aud Wacauley wer^ bled ; so were 
several gentlemen w’ho w^ “e attending roy 
lectures at the time. ^ 

C A s . M«^shall , assistant-surgeon 


colnshire, in August last. He had used va- 
rious remedies, and among the rest bark, 
^viihout relief. The paroxysms have con- 
tiuui'd with such regularity, that he has not 
escaped ii single attack since the commence- 
ment of the disease. His health and strength 
have suffered so mr.ch, that he has been un- 
able to work for a considerable time, and 
came to Edinburgh, almost in despair, to 
seek relief. Having applied to my friend. 
Dr. J. A. Robertson, this patient was hand- 
ed over to mo. His look is meagre and 


of the 87 th regiment, Tvhdt® name I have j emaciated ; he appears the wreck of a strong 
bad occasion to mentiofi before, when on a and active man. He gave the above account 
visit to his friends in the west of Scotland, 1 of himself, and added, that he has great 
was called to see a middle-aged man w-ho | thirst and no appetite, that he sleeps badly, 
had served in the army in a warm clirivate, i is never free from pain in the back part of 
and wlio had suffered most severely for | the head and left iiypochonclrium, and that 
some years from intermittent fever. Every. 1 he has become as weak as a child ; and that 


kind of remedy had been tried in vain, and 
be gladly submitted to the treatment of 
bleeding in the cold 8tB«ge, which Mr. Mar- 
shall had seen so successfully performed in 


his vision has lately become impaired. 
Pulse too, and weak ; tongue clean ; boweds 
regular. 

On Thursday, ^P»lli December, 1826, at 


similar cases. '• On tlie 6th ’.Tuly, 1826,” | two, p.m., the rigour commenced ; and 
says Mr. l\Iarshall, “ I was asked to visit i when it had continued fur half an hour, I 
this man for the first time, Previn 

going, i informed Mr, Staff- Surgeci ^ . . . 

shall of the nature of the case, in as far as { w'as affected by violent iremonrs his teeth 


jvioua to my j opened a vein in the arm, having placed 
irgeon Mar- j him in the sitting pOi>ture ; Ids whole body 

, in as far as j was affected by violent Iremonrs his teeth 

I was enabled from the history given by his! cliatlered ; he complained of intense cold ; 
relations. Mr. Marshall recommended a j dimness of sight ; severe pain in the back 
grain of opium to be given every hour for | part of ll»e head, and in the left side, loins, 
three Lour.s previous to the attack. Ibejand inferior extremities; hi.s pulse was 
sliivering commenced regularly about six in | weak and fluttering, so as not to be connred, 
the evejiing. 'I be opium was given at | and the countenance expressed great suffer- 
Ihree, four, and five o’clock, p.m, with no ling. Owing to the violence of the tro- 
relief. 8tli. Opium continued as directed ; | mours. a had orifice was made in the vein, 
no relief; bowels opened bv rhubarb. | and the blood flowed slowly, Wlien about 


lOth. No relief from the opium. t2lh.'I’l.e 
cold fit is very severe ; t!ie feet cold ; heal 
of the superior extremities ratlier above the 
natural standard, and moist ; pulse very 
amaii, not easily perceived ; ]tain of head 
exces-sive ; great thirst ; pain in b:»ck con- 
oiderable ; complains of distres.sing sense of 
weight at the prauordia. He solicited me 
to do something for liim, as he could not 
long endure the sen‘e. of cold, I opened a 
vein in the arm by a pretty large orifice. 
At first the blood trickled down the arm, 
but shortly come in a full stream. \Mien 
ten ounces of .K'aod had iiwweii, the shivering 
ceoSfed, antVkVl the bad sym}*!«m.s vanished. 
Half an hour after the bleeding, says he 
is quite %vell. On the 14th, Hitli, 18tli, no 
teturn of fever.” Mr. Marsliali assured me 
that be bad had no return of the conipluint 
when he last visited him, which wim several 
jitonths after the bleeding, ai.d thst the cure 
ieemed to he as sudden, and apparently as 
permanent, as that which took fdace in 
Ward’s case, the first rcco;ded in tliis 
pajjer. 


twelve ounces were ah.;tracted, the rigours 
diminished, the uneasy feelings begun to 
subside ; and by the lime sixteen ounces 
were taken, luiWaH faec from tremour and 
pain, and said he felt (piite well. Ihu 
jnilse w'as now a good puhse, hut I neglected 
to make a memorandum of its number at tho 
time. He showed s >me tendency to syn- 
cope before lii.s arm wan tied uj». 

My fi lends, l)t.s. Kobeitsou and Scott, 
end Mr. Syme, together with seveiul otlier 
gentlemen, were present, when the opera- 
tion was [lerformed. He wns again visited 
in an hour, w-hen he was found breathing 
naturally, in a sweet sleep. Dulse 81, and 
of good strength. 1 was told he had heon 
very faint, and had vomited immediately 
after we left the house. 

In an hour after last visit I saw him 
again; his body had the natural heat ; 
there was no persjd ration ; he wai itill 
asleep : pulse 80, and full. He WM roused 
lifter the pulse was numbered, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the exact nature of Uia 
feeUngs. He said be bad uot felt 10 
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from indisposition since tlic first period of 
the attack, and tbut he had been long a 
stranger to such a comfortable refreshing 
sleep ; took some gruel, soon fell asleep 
again, and passed an excellent night. 

Friday Said he felt <juitenell; was 
free from the pain of head and left hypo- 
chondriura, and ho thought his strength im- 
proved ; in fact, he walked to the dis- 
pensary by himself ; bowels regular; tongue 
clean. 

Saturday 30. lie came to the dispensary 
at the visiting hour, and said that he felt 
himself “ a new man.'' 

Sunday 31. He oarne to the dispensary 
again, and was seized with the paroxysm a 
little after the hour of visit, 'i'he fit was 
preceded and accompanied by much slighter 
pains and general disturbance than any 
former attack. In about ten minutes after 
the fit could be said to be well formed, the 
rigours were very severe, the tremours vio- 
lent, and the feeling of debility was so over- 
poweritig, that he declared that he could not 
sujiport himself longer on a chair ; his 
breathing was quick and laborious, and his 
teeth chattered ; J tied up his arm and 
opened a vein, and actually before three 
(Htnecs were abstracted, tlie paroxyj^m ceased, 
and with it all the other unpleasant symp- 
toms. Although a minute before he had 
declared tliat he could not sit up a moment 
longer from ilehility, yet he now said he 
felt ids .strength restore<l, and had no wish 
to lie down ; in less than i<*n minutes, I had 
the jdeasure of seeing him running home. 
'I'here was no .subsiMjuent heat of skin, and 
no sweating; his pulse, before lie left the 
difipensarv, was bo, and of good stretigtli ; 
whereas, before the bleeding, it was 1(M», 
and so weak as scarcely to he counted. 

Monday, .lanuary 1. 1 sent to inquire 
how iny patient felt ; tlie messenger wois 
told tliat he had had a good night, aud was 
out making merry witii some friends. 

Dn Wednesday he had a sliylit chill witli- 
out subsequent fever or sweating ; he afUT 
wards got the sulphate of quinine, and had 
no more of the disease. 

[To be ctmtinjied.} 


CUCVlNC-r.I.ASSJ S TO I'OlSON'IiO WOUNnS. 

Du, I‘i:n N oi K, of Philadelphia, has re- 
cently instituted a series of experiments on 
the applicat'oii of cuppiug-glas.ses to poi- 
ioucd wounds, 'fhe results are thus stated : 

** 1. The usual effects of poisoned wounds 
cannot take place during the absence of the 
atmospheric pressure procured by the ap- 
plication of cupping-glasses. 

No. m* 


I “ i.'. Such application does not arrest the 
deleterious action of the poison by with- 
! drawing it from tl»e exposed surface. On 
.the contrary, tlie fatal effects are wholly 
; prevented, though not a particle of the 
; substance employed has been abstracted, 
iln proof of this, if a poison in powder 
i (strychnine or arsenic, for instance) be 
I conveyed by a tube through a narrow 
I wound, inmn oblique direction under the 
. integument], to some distance from the 
I opening bU which it is introduced, and 
'there depoJited, and, under these circum- 
I stances, the glass be applied over this spot, 
where the skin is sound or unbroken, the 
j wound being witlmi)ii->nhT''1E^ of the 
: glass, none t)f tha^oisonous substance will 
; be removed, and yet no indication of its 
; action t\'ill be presented (luring the time of 
; the application of the glass. 

! “ 3. The constitutional symptoms, such 

ias tetanic convulsions, &c., are arrested by 
! the establishment of a vacuum on the poi- 
soned surface ; then, by removing the poi- 
' son by an incision through the integuments, 

I the life of the animal is pres»*rved. 
j ^‘4. When the cupping-glass is applied 
iover the opening made in the integuments, 

! for the purpose of introducing the tube con- 
taining the jioisoi), and this is ,d('po.sited 
under the skin beyond tin* circumference 
i of the glass, none of the effects are rhani- 
Ifested during the continuance of the va- 
jcuum; but as soon as the cup i.s removed, 

, the action of the deleterious article com- 
! me rices. 

i .*>. If, during the application of the 
; cuiqting-glass, jilaced as just stated, an 
I iiu ision he made between its edge and the 
place at Avliich the poison has been lodged, 
doatii will ensue as speedily as though tlui 
ulniospheric juessiire had not been removed. 

’■ b. If, after the application of the glass 
! fvir a given time to the sound skin over the 
sjiot wliere the poison has been deposited, 
tiie glass he removed, death u ill then ensue os 
.v'li/i us [f no such upptication had been tnade.^' 

I he practice of applying cupping-glasses 
to poisoned wmunds is of very' ancient date : 
Celsus expressly,, recommends it — “ Vene- 
num extrahenduui est. Id cucurbitula optime 
fucit.” — [Lib. V.) WbiWi^franecribiiig this 
article, we have lying before ftffanold work,’ 
entitled the “ Marroiv of Chirurgery,'* and 
jiubiished in Ib.y), in which the autlior 
treats of the use of “ cups” in “ venomous’' 
wounds. The practice is adopted amongst 
many of the savage tribes who fight with 
poisoned wcapuits. 


C 
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LIBRATIV OF THE DUBLIN COLLEGE. 


THE LANCET. 

Londm, Saturday f October it 1828. 

The London University opened on Wed- 
nesday, under the most favourable auspices. 
Mr. CnARi.FS Bkm, before cimmencing 



vered an Address, whi* h will found in j 
another part of our publication. The thta- 1 
tre, which ii» of accommodating | 

about eight hundred persona, was complete- 1 
ly tilled, and the audience assembled on this! 
occasion was of the highest respectabilty. > 
We shall, in a future Number, give some j 
detail of the admirable arrangements which 
have been made for the accoramo<lation of 
the students. | 

Ever since the invention of letters, itj 
has been a very general opinion among | 
men, that books were composed with tlie| 
intention of being read. It had become j 
customary, at a very early ]ieriod, toj 
establish libiaries, vvliere men inijjhi in-; 
dulge their natural desire for information, j 
Private individuals were so impressed with 
the utility of this practice, that they expended 
large fortunes for this purpose, while authors 
anxiously contended for the honour of hav- 
ing their works in places of public access, 
where Utey might be easily consulted. The 
church of Rome itself was scarcely an ex- ' 


ridiculously charitable ; but the Dublin Col- 
lege of Surgeons has con.siilernhly improved 
on its absurdity. It has lately enacted a 
law, by which, together witli the payment of 
three guineas, the candidate for the honour 
of reading in the library, is to be bnllotled 
For, and one-third, at least, of the whole 
votes retpiired to secure his election. We 
do not know, or, at least, we do not profess 
to understand the iny'sterious grounds upon 
which the College adopted tlds singular 
by-law. Were this library founded by pri- 
vate subscription, or by endowment, W'e do 
not pretend to deny that the persons who 
bought it for their own use, or the indi- 
vidual who bequeathed his propt?rty for its 
support, would undoubtedly have a right to 
admit the public to its use, uuder such ru- 
sirictions only cs these individuals pleased 
to inipo!?e, no matter how impolitic or 
illiberal the exercise of this right might he. 
The case, how'ever, is very ditferent with 
the library of a Corporulion, wltich owes its 
existence to a faitliful discharge of one of 
its legal obligations, and which draws its 
support from a common corporate fund. 
Here the diffusion of knowdege is one of the 
duties which the law' of charters requires 
i from literary or scientific corporations, and 
I as a library is one of the jirincipal means 
i by which this duly is to he performed ; and 
i as all the members ofthnl corporation, both 
studeiilB and licetiliale.s, contribute soratr- 
tliiag towards its support, it is obvious that 
no Law' should be passed by tlmt body, 


caption to this general feeling, being a very directly or indirectly exclude, 

liberal founder of librariea, as most of our; without a suthcienl cauM, any member from 


old cathedrals attest by their magnificent ; Cie advantages of such library. I’liat the 


collections. To tlie practice of reading it 5 library of the Dublin College is a purely 
aid not pfi’er anvA Ejection, or oppose any | corporate one we liave tangible proof, in the 
itonecessarjroU’truction ; but having taken j fact, that a sura is annually granted for its 
charge of the souls of its spiritual subjects, I support out of the common fund of the 
it could not, conRistently with its notions of , corporation, whirh fund is drawn from the 
tbcif a*dvatioD, permit them to peruse those | fees of the pupils, ns well as from the mem- 
poifouous productions, whose contents it jbers and licentiates of the College. If the 
proiumed to be mortal to the reader. '1 he | library be not common property, then the 
** Index Expurgatorius** was, therefore, I individuals alone who have paid npncidn 
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fees for its use, nviglit to-morrow set the comprehensible advantages of this law: let 
collection up to auction, ami sell it to the us look to the more probable and palpable 
last volume ; wliile the College has grossly effects which its application may produce, 
betrayed its own interests, and the. couti- Let us suppose, for example, that one of the 
deuce reposed in it, if it suffered one of its licentiates of the College made himself 
best apartments to be occupied by tbe pro* obnoxious to that body, by opposing its 
petty of individuals over which it can exer- measurea^ that he had a private or public 
cise no control, and allowed the example of quarrel w*th some of its members i that his 
tljose iudividuaU in supplying t]»eraselves religious W'inciples, or his politics, (by no 
w’ith a library, to puss without imitation for means ad^npossible case in Ireland,) were 
tbe good of the whole corporation. Con* disagreeable to them ; thal^ hi short, he had 
sidering this library, therefore, na a cor- oflended their c^porate sensibility in any 
porate one, we conceive the College has no one of the thousand ways in which he might 
right to enact a law, which might, iu any do^o; does not this law aftoid the most 
manner, deprive either the student or tbe ample means of gratifying private malignity, 
licentiate of tbe advantages of this library, ur crushing an open opponent ! His name 
to which both have contributed a portion of is posted up for the ballot ; bis friends and 
its support. It is but fair, hotvever, to himself su.specting no opposition, (for 
state the reasons wliicli we have heard ad- honesty is «eldom suspicious,) slay at 
vancodin favour ofihis law: It ispossi- i‘^nie ; revenge, whose vigilance never 
hie,” say its advocates, “ that among the sleeps, k sure to be couched for its victim; 
licentiates of the College, there may be the fatal uni is shaken, and by this W’orst 
now, or hereafter, persons who are not species of ostracism, he is is not merely 
gentlemen ; and what a profanation it would deprived of the use of a library, but an in- 
be, to sit in company witli an iudividuah ^ jury is indicted on his character, tbe more 
who, instead of comn .tting the contents of j galling to his k-elings, because the assassin’s 


n volume to his head, would summarily 
transfer the wliole volume to his pocket, or 
who, perhajts, would be so basely selfish, as 
to apply the fruits of his reading to a sutler- 
ing fellow creature*, under tlic standiird rate- j 
of surgical fees in Dublin ’ 1 1'-e law wa^^ 1 

draw'U up for liie punislunent of all such 
high misdemeanours uslhe-se; and was, we 
believe, intended to be put in force against 
l^lr. Leslie, at the lime of his expected ad- 
mission into the College. But would this 
law really accomplish the ends for which it 
was fnmu’d ? We think not; for it would 
he as impossible to know (us it would be 
unjust to net on the presumption) tin indi- 
vidual who would be guilty of n theft in a 
library, until he w’as delected in the com- 
mission of the fact, when it would be the 
proper lime to exclude him, or to exercise 
any control over tlie moral conduct of the 
Uc^utifttes of the College. Such are tlie in- 


iiand wiiich inflicts it, is for ever concealed 
from his view. Let us but imagitu: a case 
jof this kind lo occur in every lustrum of the 
j wlude existence of the College, would not 
its injustice culwcigli all the good which 
could ever be derived from the operation of 
this iiefarious institute, which, reversing 
the properties of a just and prudent law, the 
•.-.rodueiiou ttf positive good, juid the evasion, 
uf contingeut evil, makes the former pro- 
hlemalict and the latter covlniu 1 But why 
should it he necessary to argue the question 
in tills manner 1 W ^ can only answer, that 
the misconduct of the g’^yerno^^j'jif all such 
inslilutions have made this apparently un- 
necessary task necessary. Ihere is scarcely 
a library in these countries, w'hich the 
fashionable spirit of monopoly has not 
fenced round with some impossible or in- 
convenient conditions of admission. It is 
this “ dog in the manger” spirit which has 


C a 
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given rise to a pleasant story, told of the the disgraceful fame of the proposer of this 
College of Physicians of London. “ A infamous law ] but we seriously apprehend 
book, which ought not to be unknown by any our good intentions will be defeated, in de- 
well-read man, was once inquired for in daring a Mr. Taggart, the parent of this 
their library, by a person of more than ordi- regulation, as the public, from guiltless 
nary curiosity ; the volume was in a press ignorance of his existence, might well mis- 
which was locked, and after a veA’ diligent take the name for that of a beast or a fish, a 
search, the key was found in a place where river or a mountain, the only place where it 
it was clearly ascertained, frojb circum- is to be met with in the whole circle of lite- 
stances, it must have remained iii.disturbed rature or science, being that learned re- 
fer eighty years !” We can match this corder of “ time’s changes,” and the licen- 
story by one in which wiv, were ourselves j tiates of the Dublin College of Surgeons— 
the principals in the library of the Dublin Watson’s Almanack for the current year. 
College of Surgeons : “ We were i|.here By what process of reasoning he arrived at 



to turn on the discoveries of Laeiinec ; an are at a loss to understand ; unless, perhaps, 
appeal was made to his volume, which was that in one of those gloomy retrospects of 

taken down from one of the shelves for bis life, for the indulgence of which his pro- 

reference but, mirabiU dictu, though the fessional leisure afibrds him but too many 

work, we learned, had been nearly two opjmrtunitiea, he moy have come to the 

years in the library, not a single sheet of it philanthropic determination of saving otliers 
had yet been cut.” On learning the regu- by compulsion, the toil of even that con- 
lations of the establishment, and that Mr^ tracted study and reading, which has proved 
Colles, one of the principal surgeons of so unprofitable to himself in his pursuits. 
Dublin, was then ridiculing the invaluable | We can, however, as readily conceive, if 
discovery of Laennec, by representing his ^ there be any coincident sympatliy between 
stethoscope as useful only for carrying ad- 1 the human head and heart, that the roan 
hesive plosier, our surprise, of course, whose malignant ingenuity generuted this 
ceased. But to preserve books this year in vile ordinance, would be the first to sanction 
this way, that they maybe prest-rved the its worst application, as we are ready to be- 
next, and so on for ever, is idle ; it would lieve that if the law of the legislator 
almost be better to use them, like the Cbarondas was in force in the College of 
Caliph Omar, in heating baths and ovens, | Surgeons, which required the proposerof all 
than not to use them at all. A reasouable ' uew laws to come into the senate with a 
wear and tear of books must be borne with ; : Ijulter about his neck, for the purpose of 


they ought to be used as much as is consist- 
ent W'ilh their preservation, and preserved 
as much as is consistent with a free and 
ample use. The side to err upon, 
eapeciaily works as may be re- 

placed, is to sin by too great a use of them ; 
for books, when worn out, may be restored ; 
but the opportunity of acquiring know- 
ledge, which is afforded to a generation, if 
once lost, can never be redeemed. xVothing 
is more valuable than time. We should 
most willingly be the means of circulating 


strangling him on the spot, if his proposition 
was not approved ; and that if Mr. Taggart's 
ftdlow members had done their duty, he 
would have been immediately suspended to 
one of the lamp irons in York Street. 


EXTIRPATION OF THE WOMB. 

Dtt. lit.vNDEf.L, on Wednesday evening 
last, performed the of >e ration of complete 
extirpation ef the womb, on a lady of 
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Bermondsey. Tlie patient was about forty | 
years of age, had borne eight children, : 
and had been affected with cancerous dis- 
ease of the womb upwards of twelve 
months, during which time she suffered ; 
much from repeated hsemorrhages. Thej 
operation lasted about half on hour; notj 
more than eight ounces of blood were j 
lost, and it was not necessary to secure ! 
any vessels. 'I'owards the conclusion of 
the operation, extreme collapse took place, 
and continued for some time afterwards ; 
allhoagh the patient somewhat rallied, we 
regret to add, that she sank at four o’clock 
on the following morning — a period of 
about nine hours after the operation. An 
accurate examination of tlie body was made 
on 'I’hursday morning, but no satisfactory 
cause of death was detected ; there were 
about four or five ounces of blood effused 
iuto the pelvis ; the bladder and intestines 
were uninjured. 

The patient had been under the care of 
Mr. Raudell, of Ilotl erhiihe ; Mr, Morgan 
and Mr. Green were also present at the 
operation. 

LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

September mii. 

Dr. Ha.si.am, President, in the Chair. 

Tur; President, after reading over a list of 
contributions to the Society since last ii 
met, (among wliicli was a copy of the repori 
of tbe Select Committee of the House of 
('ominous on Anatomy, presented by Mr. 
Warburton,) addressed himself in these 
terms : — 

(ienilemen, — Permit me to say that 1 
am most happy to see you reassembled after i 
tlie long interval that has elapsed, during 
which the Society has not met according to 
it.H usual custom. 1 am not to infer that 
has been a holiday with its members, 
hut that the time during which they have 
not been present here, has been successfully ; 
occupied in the accumulation of their expe- \ 
rience, uud in the ripening of their re- 
flection# upon the opinions they have form- 
ed. If I am to judge from the former , 
sessions, 1 must, from the natural progress 


man makes in contradistinction to all other 
animals, presume, that this will not be in- 
ferior, but considerably superior to our last 
session, of which, however, 1 cannot speak 
too highly. And 1 do consider that we are 
highly complimented, when the medical press 
does us the honour to notice our debates. 
We have various competitors. I hardly 
know that we have any rivals ; but this cir- 
cumstancJL I am sure, will induce every 
gentlemf0 to the fullest exertion of his 
talent, as I am confident every member must 
feel that esprit de cwp,s.. which constitutes 
the patriotism t^htrSociety, Gentlemen, 
it is now open to the Council to mention to 
you that tliere has been a subscription 
opened for the formation of a catalogue — 
certainly one of the most important circum- 
stances that can attend a society of this 
kind. As fur as my owm personal views 
have extended, 1 have been constantly 
wishing for it. It has now got into a state 
to be nearly completed, but the feeling 
of its rtHpiisition has not been, I believe, 
correspondingly acceded to by several of 
our members ; there has been a lack of that 
attention to the means whereby our cata- 
logue can be composed, and by wliich it is 
to be printed. It is not for me to point out 
any measures, but merely to say, that tlie 
subscriptions of every member are perfectly 
voluntary ; and 1 can only heartily recom- 
mend, that the same patriotic feeling which 
has induced many gentlemen to contribute, 
may likewise prompt others to fulfil the 
same duty. I shall now be most happy to 
hear anything relating to the objects of the 
Society, applause.) 

The Minutes of tlie last meeting, held on 
tlie i'tith of ^lay, were read and con- 

firmed. 

N V V C S — I N ' K N E K — Tl I C K E 1’ S — S 1* A 6 M 0 D I C 
ASTUSIA. 

Mr. Li.ovn hud not intended bringing 
forward the subject to-night of which he 
was about to speak, nor until he had got 
, more cases than he was, at present, in pos- 
j session of, to support his principle ; but as 
gentlemen, in general, seemed rather un- 
prepared, he tlu,»ught,Jie might, conditioned 
us he was, ust'i'ully sutention of the 

Society to lii.s late inode 
imtermis. In all cases he hiuTseen or beard 
of, in which mevi had been removed by the 
knife, ligature, or cansdr^ there had remained 
a scar ; but by the plan of ircutmeut he was 
now about to submit, no visible defect or 
mark whatever was left. 'I'he treatment 
consisteil of injection into the luvviis, of 
diluted vitric acid (from three to six drops of 
the acid to a draclun of wutt'r;. ( are was 
to be taken that prcsinne was made around 
tlie naevuB at the lime of throwing in the 
fluid, as if it got beyond the discaseil .striic- 
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tiire, it ran with great rapidity into the ad- 
joining cellular tissue. This pressure might 
be remored immediately, on withdrawing 
the syringe. It was also requisite to be 
cautious, tliat the fluid injected was vot tiM 
strong. He had never been able to permeate 
the whole tumour by a single injection. 
After having used it two or three, and, in 
one case, four times, the nawus h^d entirely 
disappeared, the only mark of what had 
existed or taken place being a sfflall round 
aperture, where the point of the syringe had 
penetrated, and whic!: believed, in a few 

years, would become wholly obliterated. 
Only very little pain or infla’jnmation had 
attended, or followed the injection. He had 
had a particular syringe made for Uie pur- 
pose ; but a lachrymal syringe, for instance, 
provided its tube were enlarged, would do 
very wcdl. Never having had an opportu- 
nity of e.xamining a cose of this sort, soon 
after the injectiou had been used, he had 
uot been able to ascertain precisely into 
what parts the injection got ; hut it did not 
appear to liiin, as seemed to some of tlu^ 
French surgeons, that narvi were made ujt of 
ceils, but rather, as Mr. Lawrence had stated, 
of substance Tesf»mbling the corpus spon- 
giosum and corpora cavernosa. 

Mr. KiN(;DaN greeted with great satis- 
faction any thing calculated to supersede 
the operation of removal by the knife or 
ligature, which he thought at all times, if 
possible, ought lo be avoided. He had 
effected cures by vaccination, but at times 
he had failed. Me luid, on occasions, 
succeeded by catajdasms, covered with 
iartarized anlinuniy-, hut again, on oiher.s, 
failed; and lie should certainly now give 
Mr. Lloyd’s treatment a trial, m a ca.se in 
which he had been foiled in his utiemjit at 
removal by vaccination. He had known a 
case, in which the arm, the whnh* of tjie 
neck and head, on the afiVeted side, were 
very much enlarged — liie inmes greatly in- 
creased in size — the car, the ey'e, the inci- 
sion teeth, and so on, were ail very much 
larger than tho.se on the opposite sid^ — 
here operation could not be thought of. The 
child died under the age of a twelvemonth, 
80 that nothing was^^t'isctrtained as to its 
state of in/olh et. 

•Mr. Lam % ok Mr. Lloyd’s [jrinciple 
simply to be that of inducing inflammation, 
though in a less degree than was necessary 
to produce suj'puration. He felt sceptical 
as to attributing the curative effect to ni- 
tric acid ; lu* was disjiosed to look upon any 
irritative substance at least erjunliy calculat- 
ed to bring uhoiit the same rertult. 

Mr. Lloyd doubted not that gentlemen, 
or that he himself, might find out, in the 
course of tim<', an injection equal to, if not 
belter, than tJ^e one he had mentioned ; at 
present he only desired to coinmunicBte the 


extent of his information, as yet, on the sub- 
ject, leaving the society and the public to 
regard it as they might think it merited. 

'The President, and several members, ex- 
pressed themselves highly gratified by wdiat 
they had heard, many of them promising to 
give the plan a fair trial the earliest oppor- 
tunity. 

A Member wished to know the best mode 
of treating in-knee* 

Mr. Lloyd said there were two modes of 
treatment ; the one, that of keeping the 
patient cousluntly off his feet, (best to bo 
effected by some sharpish probe fastened 
through the soles of the boots, on which he 
could not stand,) for a very consideralde 
period ; and the other, that of employing 
some mechanical apparatus, such us nu iron 
or splint, to be kept constantly acting, and 
drawing the leg in uu opposite direction. 

The Pni siDFNT w’ished to know whether, 
in the case of rickets, there was any truth in 
the prevailing stuteimiit, that iibsurptiou 
of bony matter took jdace. ami that f}w>- 
phate 0} lime might be detected in tin* urine, 

Mr. Lloyd considered it placed beyond 
the shadow of doubt, the fact having been 
proved by the eiffenmentum crucis. 

Mr. Lamleht inquired whether, in the 
opinion of the Society, there wn-re any 
iiisfiuiccs of pure spasmodic asthma, without 
organic disease f He iiiinself believed io tlio 
existence of such ca.st .s. ami that the disease 
was owing to a spasmodic contracfion of tlu? 
ninscular .subslunce surrounding the luiaifi- 
catioiiB of ttie bronchia. He wished lu dis- 
tinguish this form of asthma from those 
winch are evidently produced by siruciural 
deiangcmcnt of tlie lungs theinHi lvei;, us 
broiuiiilis, Nc. The exuiirig cause of the 
spasmodic contraction of the hroiichial 
lube.s, Mr. Lambert considered might be 
remote; os, for instance, iu the heart, or 
large vessels. In two case* of aneurism of 
the innominata which he had seen, the pa- 
tients had died auddenly, wdllioiit any rup- 
ture of the vessel, but apparently from suf- 
focation. In many cases of spa.smodic 
asthma, however, he, (Mr. Lambert,) had 
failed in delecting disease of the heuit. In 
respect to the treatment, much wouUl de- 
pend on the condition of the jiatient. In 
one case, where it w'as coiisiflered that the 
riglit side of the heart w'a« gorged w-iih 
black blood, the patient was bled to tho 
amount of a few ounces, and briuuly given 
at tlie same lime — the blood flowing from 
tiie arm as thick as treacle. Where tlieto 
was leas prostruliori of pow'cr, great wlkf 
was obtained by giving a full dose of liftdft# 
tium— -even a drachm. 

Dr. .SiiEAHM A nT opinion was in accord- 
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ance with Mr. l-amberl’s. He deemed a 
stronjj doae of wiher and opium most likely 
to aifnrd relief. 

The PiirsiDF.NT very much objected to 
the indefinite terms the profession had got 
into the habit of using. 

Mr. Honeyw'ood thought the aflection 
might exist without organic disease. He 
had been attending a most painful case of 
asthma, w-hich he had only been able to re- 
lieve by galvanism, 

Mr. Ilipf mentioned some cases in which 
the smell of certain substances, one in par- 
ticular, in which the smcdl of ipecacuanha 
invariably brouglit on flu*, most violent at- 
tacks. He had been told, that inHuting the 
lungs with a jmr of bellows, by introducing 
the nozle into the mouth, during an attack, 
afforded great relief. He liud not used this 
remeriu, but recon.mendcd a trial of it to an ' 
old shoemaker. 

Mr, l.i ovr> thought the plan an excellent 
one for speedily hUmiug a man up. f.Mwch 
laughter.) In his opinion, the aflection 
either sprang fr(nn organic disease, or, at all 
events, that disease existed in the course of 
the nerves supplying the organ. 


ON AN PNOnMOrs TVMOUn OF THE THORAX, 
Sl Fi’OSKl) XO KAVr. BEEN EXOSTOSIS. 

Commnnknled (ty T, Pauker, Jnu.y 
ITefn/fTi. 

In No, 21.). Vul. I., 1H27-8, p. 48, of 
The I.Ax tr, will be found tfie following 
report from the “ Hom'u ae or Si kokhv 
“ Case of 'Etummm Eiostosis of the Slenturn. 

The following account w*ill show to 
wduit a ai/x* j ure exostosis cun aitain, am! 
will likewise exhibit the difference between 
it and tho iruo o.steo-.surcoinatouH enlurge- 
ment : — 

, about fifty Years of age, was 

sent to the Hospital by Dr. Scott, of Barnes. 
Arising by a very broad attachment, from | 
nearly the whole of the sternum, except! 
ti»e superior part of its upper bone, adhering 
to the cartilages of the ribs, and extending 
so far outwards aa to elevate the papilla*, is 
u very large osseous tumour, measuring 
eighteen inches in circumference ; its sur- 
face, which it smooth, and not marked by 
any of those protuberances which were a 
distinguishing feature in the case of osteo- 
sarcoma, is evidently composed throughout 
of the same solid malerinls, and dtws not 
afibrd to the finger that feeling of elasticity ■ 
which was experienced in the other, at those 
iplai'es where the Hesby inteimixture ex- 
Mtod, The iuteguiueuts covering the swell- 
ing afO much stretched, and have become, 
nt tllO iw)«t protubertm point, inflamed,*- 
'i'he dtietmo is attended with little pain, and 


is principally inconvenient from its size and 
weight. His general health is in a very 
indifferent .state ; he is dyspeptic, subject 
to rheumatic attacks, and occasionally suf- 
fers from dyspntra. 

“ The tumour commenced nine years ago, 
without any apparent cause, with general 
enlargement of the sternum at that surface 
where it is now attached, which has gra- 
dually incre^ed, till it has assumed its pre- 
sent iminetjp size. 

** The treatment recommended was, great 
attention to the general health, the use of 
'alterative medicin<’»r' the repeated applica- 
tion of leeches yo'Uie tumour, and after the 
employment of these means, the insertion, 
at its base, of two or three small setons.” 

Within the last month, I have had an op- 
portunity of making a post-mortem exami- 
ination of the disease, and us its charac- 
ter appeared to possess considerable inte- 
rest and instruction, 1 have drawn up a 
short account of the dissection, which I 
will be obliged to you to insert in the next, 
or any subsequent Number, of The Lancetj 
with the observations and opinion as given 
at the time the patient presented himself 
j at the hospital. Unfortunately for surgery, 

I this case is strikingly' illustrative of the fal- 
■ libility of human judgment. The tumour, 
on examination, pitssessed no character of eios- 
tosis, or osteo sarcoma; throughout, its tex- 
ture was soft, though solid, and appeared 
to have been well supplied with vessels. To 
give a familiar idea of its appearance and 
consistency, it very much resembled adipo- 
ccre, except in colour, which was, for the 
most part of a dingy red. On dissecting 
back the inlegunieni on t'ilher side, i* was 
observfd, that the left yiectornl muscle was 
remarkably pallid and attenuated ; the mus- 
cle of theojqjosite side presented nothing re- 
markable. 'I'he tumour was covered with a 
thin layer of adeps, w'ithout the appearanee 
of any distinct capsule or investment. Sup- 
posing jt to luve originated from the ster- 
num, I ottempted to dissect it off entire, 
but finding it nior«4 deeply' imbedded than 
the situation of the bone would explain, I 
opened the tliorax in tlv usual w*ay, expect- 
ing that the extent anlV y^onnexinns of the 
disease would be at once C . Thiit 

was by no means the case, and to satisfy 
myself ns fully as possible, I extended the 
opening to the parietes of the abdomen, and 
thus found the a|>ex of the tumour project- 
ing w'ilh the dinjihragm before, it, within an 
inch of the umbilicus. Without disturbing 
any of the visoeru, I endeavoured to trace 
lit through its whole extent; this I was in 
some measure enabled to do, llunigh not 
complelelv to my satisfaction. On passing 
iny hand hetw'een the tumour and the arch 
of the ribs, considerable resistance w'as 
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from adhe&lons, apparently of long jibe parts were considerably relaxed; at 
standing. Having aocompUahed ita detach- 3 r.M., enema repented. Four o'clock, ob 
ment on both sides, as well as the upper uteri dilated to about the «i*e of hatf>a- 
part, which was also adherent in a slighter crown ; pains very weak. 1 ruptured the 
degree, 1 continued the exauiinatiou to the niembraiiefi, and the ulerua still lemaining 
diaphragm; here the tumour was in close very inactive, 1 gave her half a drachm of 
contact with the tendon of that muscle, in* the ergot of rye in powder, and infused two 
deed inseparably so, and on detaching it, drachma more in six oum es of boiling water, 
which 1 could do in no other way than by A fourth part of the infusion was given at in- 
cutting through the diaphragm, 1 found tervalsof fifteen minutes, and in tew minutes 
the heart healthy, but small andf oinpressed, after taking the second dose, the child was 
without its pericardium, imn|*''diately be- born, and the placenta quickly follow'ed, 
hind the tumour. The lungs' were much Tbo efiect produced by the ergot on this 
smaller than natural, and flattened, evidently occasion, induced my having recourse to 
from want of space. -kVom the examina- itiw 

lion, it appears to me, ftiatthe growth ofj C a si 2.— On the evening of Wednesday, 
the disease must have begun in the peri- ' Aug. oth, my attendance w'as speedily re- 
cardium, and this o})inion is strengthened, ! quested upon Mrs. t.., who had been seized 
from the circumstance of tlte tumour having ^ with a most profuse luemorrhage. On my 
a distinct investment, answering to the pe- 1 arrival, 1 was informed that she was three 
ricardium on its under and posterior sur- i months advanced in pregnancy (a period at 
face. 'Mie sternum was completely ab- 1 which, on two former occasions, she hud 
sorbed, not even a vestige of it remaining, miscarried.) On examination, I ascertained 
and the cartilages of the ribs were unusually 1 that the os uteri was very dilatable. As the 
soft in a man ap|iroaching to 60. For a | hemorrhage hmi lasted so long, and the pa- 
week or more, previous to dissolution, the | wa» exceedingly reduced, 1 became 
subject of this disease was distressed with i anxious to expedite the delivery, and for this 
continual hiccup and sickness ; the bowels : purpose, administered gr. xxxvj. of the 
had been for some time irregular, either i ^I'got ; in about ten minutes after, she corn- 
constipated or much relaxed, and thebretth- i plained of much pain about the pubic region, 
ing difficult, more particularly on any exer- ? The ergot was rejH'ated in two lialf drachm 
tion. It may not be unw'ortliv of remark, ; doses, at intervals of twelve luiuutes, and 
that the body, 36 hours after death, was! almost immediately after taking the list 
quite w'arm. so much so, as to create some dose, a very large polypi’s was expelled, 
inquiry on my part. 'Ihe alxlominal viscera (of which 1 have made a preparation,) and 
were healthy, .thougli the stomach, w hich the haiinorrhage ceased. The polypus is of 
must have been much pressed on by the the fleshy kind, pyriform ; has a* pedicle, 
tumour, was smaller than natuial. The and being hollowed out, it cooisined a large 
weight of the whole mass, when removed, quantity of congealed blood, with some 

' fatty aubsiimce. 

Lower Eaton Street, Sept, 2 olh, 18*8. 


P-EGI l.AHO>t3 AT PT. SARTHOLOM Ew"s 
no? I'll Ai,. 

OF HYt. 

, , Ihfpital Aifeiifiancf.— Mr. Earle has been 

Tm Casei apording addtUmal En<o'«rc of ihe in the habit, during the summer months, of 
power pwMrd hy the Ergot ,f Rue, in «- vi« ting the HospiUd St eight o’clock in t!»e 
Ltertm CoTitTfiction. morning , and he took the opooitunity of 

W.«u-^ G^nni,,. %. P"!’”*' i# th. w.rd., 

* ‘ on Snturday last, tiuit ttfMsf hsvKig iiitturoly 

. Casc T^WAo'FhurMijiv, June 3 th, about considfred, the tmet when the surgeons 

4 A.u., 1 was called to ar lend Mrs. . ought to visit, most advantageously to 

of JEccleston Street, n tat. l:>, «») sp^nre habit the pupils, he had come to the ctmclu- 
aod short stature ; she was in hitmur witli aton, that the best jdan would be for him 
her first child ; puinji very sligla ; <>s uteri to continue going through liia wards at 
aiifficietitly dilated to admit the hug, r, and eight o’clock ihroughont the winter, and 
▼ary hard, rigid, ami unyielilii.g. In thi*. giving a regularly once u week. By 

ttato shi} continued for three days, (’ir ihi« urraiigoweni the pupils would have 
cumstsoces would not admit of venesection, the npportiiiiity of goiug round with Mr* 
On the SunduY, ahoul half pnisi. «eve:i, a.ai., I.aw rence at half past twelve every Man* 

I dh'ceted an enema to he sdniiiiistered, and ; day, W ednesday, nod Frida v ; wi«l feilB* 
tn K«> in tJiree hours. About 12, i seif at eight; and Mr, Viuoant, M b^aif* 


must have been little short of twenty 
pounds. 

Woburn, Sept. Itith, t6‘2H. 


ixriruiojf OF A i'OLVPt s nv thf xitCiOT 
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past twelve, every Tuesday and Tliursday ; 
and of meeting all the surgeons on Satur- 
day at noon. He recommended this ar- 
rangement to the consideration of the pupils, 
ftUo were to let him know their opinions in 
the course of a week, and with the wish of 
the majority he would cheerfully comply. 

/ijwthecary Airs. — Mr. Lloyd has lately, on 
several occasions, comjilained bitterly of| 
the non- supply of medicine to patient*,' 
agreeably to the prescriptions. Patients 
have left the Hospital, and afterwards 
complained, that for many days they had 
not what was ordered for them. Others, 
yet in the Hospital, have been found in 
the same condition. On investigation, the 
abuse has been found to rest with Master 
Wheeler, the apothecary, who assumes to 
himself the riglit of making rules, w^ith 
such regal pomp, that, unless such new* 
fuugled regulations are sacredly complied 
with in all respects, were patients gasp- 
ing their last, a particle of medicine is 
not permitted to pass from the shop 1 
existence of these pedantic rules often 
mains unknown for a very considerable time, 
and, when disclosed, these laws are not 
only incomprehensible to the nurses and 
dressers, but, ii« tliey say, would require 
and even puzzle Old lian'y himself to un- 
derstand. Why is it that governors, sur- 
geons, and dressers, are to be thus treat- 
ed by this funciionarv, and the lives of| 
patients tampered with in such a manner ? 
Does not this require the uuthoriintive in- 
terference of the Gavemors ! If UH*y are 
ignorant of the ** growing evil,” ought not 
the surgeons, who have a dignity to siis* 
tain, at once to caii for their iuierpoailion ? 


{ pupils would this be I On what ground, 
I or pretence, is it that the Governors, 
I who must be the only individuals to blame, 
I do nut pass such a regulation as will 
Unsure to the pupils this important right, 
! which they pay dearly for, and which jus- 
tice alike to themselves and the community 
entitles them to demand 1 Do the Govern* 
ors entertain a dread of making theyoong 
men too well qualified to practise the heal- 
ing art? Spnie miserably morbid notion 
must exist ^ their minds on this point, 
which it is earnestly hoped they will speedily 
be relieved from. 

Hcgularity in Dressing.— -It has been con- 
sidered, that it would be of great nse to the 
pupils at large, if some particular period of 
tbe day were named for the dressers to 
begin tlieir duties ; because then tbe pupils 
would know when they might have the 
opportunity by attending, of seeing, and 
examining any cases they might deem im- 
portant. Some such regulation as this 
would , no doubt, lie particularly serviceable. 


ISLINGTON DISriNSAnV. 

Da. OAnoFN, or Gokdon, has resigned tbe 
office of Physician, and Mr. William 
Kingoon that of Surgeon, to this institu- 
tion. The (/ommittee having resigned also, 
candicUtes for these offices had better ad- 
dress themselves to the G ov e rnors, through 
the medium of the newspapers ; oiheiwise, 
their applications may get into improper 
channels. 


JVst-fnortem I^mnimturns. — The pupils are 
unceasing in their coraphiints respecting 
the uniustructive manner in which this very 
important subject is regarded. Eaminutions 
are rare ; and those which do take place 
are conducted in tbe iVrcgnfar manner. 
Mr, Weekes, the house surjji’ou, mi ciiter- 
ing into &Mee, teodored his services to 
make thete» examinations ri'^ulaTly at a 
given period of the day, and tu keep 
Mole* of every case, Mr. Lloyd has re- 
peatedly* made n siniibr tender, yet this 
branch of instruction, it may be said, is 
wholly unattended to. Mr. l.loyd stated to 
tlie }iupils, ui the wards, the other day, that 
he should again make tin offer of hi.s ser- 
vices. lie thought he should be able to 
prevail mv tlie Govemors to make on order, 
ibat alt dying in (he houst« should be exa- 
amined ; if not. at any that he should 
be at liberty to make tbe examinuiion iii 
illiCMes where it was poasiblc to etfeci it 
wltbout such an order, and that even then 
easvndii} advaniage would be atforded to 
tlie oCttdont, How deairablo to the body of 


A CAHr. OF 11 VPt nTROPIlY AN1>I RCPTVltS, 
or rill l UINARV BLADOER. 

/iy A mm R Garrv, M.D. 

llrsjAXiiM Morgan, tetat. thirty -two, of 
tlie saiiguiueo - incUiucholic temperament, 
siuuU Ui stature, but stoutly niiule, had a 
gonurrhiea about five years ago, ofwltioh 
in- wua quickly cured Vi but shortly after, 
the *trenm of his nnne **»ec am(}^ maUer 
than usual. It continued so of* 

time, hut Hs he suftored no pain, he did not 
consider that any evil consequence w*oiild 
result. He ciintmued in this slate for more 
than three year.-i. waluiut any unpleaaant 
svmptoui exhibiong itself, more than that 
he was obliged to increase his efforts to 
discharge liie coiHeiits of the bladder. 
Wilbin the lust year, the difficolty in pass- 
ing urine bocanu* much greater, nud, at in- 
tervals, was soniew liot distressing ; but it 
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nerer amounted to an actual htupimf^p till 
the present ntlack. During ail tiiia time 
he pursued his business— tliat of a news- 
man, serving newspapers at the houses of 
citizens and at public othces, his general 
health being pretty good. He occasionally 
indulged in the use of spirituous liquors, 
but was not a habitual tippler. He never 
took medical advice for the urinary symp* 
toms, as he considered his disease to be 
gravel, which, though it migji annoy him, 
yet he believed it would nevM kill ; hence 
lie neglected to take any remedy. 

AVhen I was called to see this man on 
Friday, the i^Mh uli., atV4, Charles Street. 

I learned the above parliiffulsra. I found 
him in great agony : his abdomen was 
greatly disieuded, aud so painful that the 
slightest touch occasioned him to scream ; 
there was at inteivals, or when he took 
any drink, violent vomiting ; his pulse was 
quick and tremulous, his countenance mise- 
rably nnxiotis, and his br^atlung very much 
hurried. Tiaese svm]>tams, as 1 was iu- 
tormed, came on rather suddetilv. The t 
evening before, be was in his usual state of 
healtli, and went to stool, wlsen, without 
any previous pain, be felt something, as it 
were, jump up suddenly in his belly; and 
from that moment he became unable to pass 
aiiy urine, neither could he discharge the 
contents of the boweU. After some little time 
Ilia belly swelled, and be was very sick. An 
apothecary was sent for, who introduced, 
or attempted to introduce, a catheter ; for 1 
could not ieain whether the insirument had 
passed into the blatidei or not. No urine, 
or fieces, had been discharged for nearly 
twetitv-lioui't- before I su’w him. I attempted 
to introdiuce a lolerahle-Rixcd catheter which 
1 hod with me, but 1 found it inij)os.si!)le to 
get it in further than about two inches and 
a half, the uretUra being hard and con- 
tracted within that distance of its orifice. 
From the great distention of llw* abdomen, 
the feel of fluctuation even as high m tlie 
epigastric region, and tlie man slnting that 
he (lid not fee! as if be had any w'ster to 
make, 1 was led to suspect that the bladder 
had burst. While i went to obtain a siiiull 
•i«ed catheter, I ordered liini to he bled, to 
hdv« pills of coifKMpfth, calomel, and opium, 
foUow«i||^v a tjM^inthinaie enema, and to 
•bast'oecsSH^W^oses of ellervesciwg mixturf*. 

I also directed that a warm hatii should be 
procured. On my return, I found that the 
medicines had produced one copious dejec- 
tioD, but no unr>e l»»d , and he ex- 

pressed himse lf much relieved hy the bleed- 
ing and the disebarge troni his bowcU. As 
a w'wrm bath could not bo pmeur* d, I tried 
without, to introduce a very small-sixed 
catheter, which, after much rr^sistatice anti 
ftome delayt i got into the bladder, but no 
water came. 1 hts confirmed my tuspicion 


that the bladder had hurst. I ftdt something 
opposed to the end of tlie insirmnent, which, 
from its elastic feci, 1 thought to be a poly- 
pus of the bladder 1 withdrew the instru- 
ment, and gave my opinion to his friends that 
his life could not be preserved. In the course 
of the evening all his symptoms became 
aggravated ; violent stcrcoruceous vomiting 
came on, and he expired in the course of 
the night. 1 obtained leave to open the 
body the next ilav, when the following ap- 
pearances were observed *. — On cutting 
through tlie parictes of the abdomen into 
its cavity, there issued out about three 
quarts of urine. I'he peritoneum wa.s much 
thickened with flakes of coagulable lymph 
dispersed upon it. Hie villous coat of the 
stomach was very va.scular, and somewhat 
thickened. The lining of the duodenum 
was more vascular than natural ; but, on 
the whole, there were little more than 
signs of incipient inflammation throughout 
the remainder of the intestinal eunal, which 
was occupied entirely b\ tlnlus. I [lut down 
my hand into the pelvis, to feel for the 
bladder, and discovered it projecting a 
j little from under the pubes, in the form of 
fa hard, scarcely elastic mass, like to a 
IschiiTUs uterus. By removing the intes- 
i lines, I viewed it in situ, and on the pos- 
! tenor part 1 found it thin tor ahoul an inch 
; square, in the middle of which was a hole 
i with three flaps, evidently produced by 
I rupture. Th(?re was no murk of ulceration. 
The sides, in all directions, with the ex- 
ception of ibis small portion , were increased 
in thickness to ahoul half on inch, hard, 
and aluioM a» uuvielding as cartilage. In 
cutting, it ofiered much resistance to the 
knife, giving a seiusation to die hand as if 
the bi^c was passing through bundles of 
w'hip'cbord. The interior presented large 
bundloHof white strong chords, resembltug 
small catgut stri{ig.H, iritersecting <^sch othi r 
like the musculi peclinati in the heart, but 
more promim nt, and h aving the interstices 
more marked and deeper. The mucous 
covering on those was smooth and glossy, 
but scarcely thickened. 'I he cavity of the 
organ was lessened in all directions, and 
could not contain more, than four or hv« 
ounces of fluid, 'l‘he apace on Uu- posterior 
part, which remained thin, was the only 
(Kirtion which was yielding, and this seemed 
to have been much stretched before it gavo 
way. Hound the spot where tlie rupltito 
took place, the cbaiacteriatics of tite paric- 
tes of this organ were lost ; as, by ihtt 
slighte.Ht press with the finger, it would 
tr/ar with edges, as if a cutting luslrumeat 
iiad heeu applied. A» 1 was anxioua to gel 
it away, for the purpose of making a pr$|»)l- 
taiton, 1 was obliged to eil'vci pui- 
}H>sn clandesliuety, and with ex(>edijtef iftd 
1 cut it out, taking Ui« prostate gUmd with 
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it. This was a good deal diseased, | aeiaed with severe pain, which obliged h^iia 
” .... -- ytjjinqyifili Ilia work lor a few days. Ihe 

pain, wliich continued upwards of three 
months afterw’ards, became of a dull aching 
character, and extended downwards on the 
inner side of the thigh. At the expiration 
of about four months from the receipt of 
the injury, it entirely left him ; but shortly 
afterwards, o tumour appeared in the groin. 
This continued4to increase during eight 
inontlis, and b^rdegrees it extended Uself 
low down upon the inner side of the thigh. 
Up to this lime, however, he persevered in 
following his employ. menu At length his 
hefilth became so exceedingly impaired, and 
he found himself so unable to wort, that he 
consulted Mr. Castle, of Bermondsey, un- 
der wliose care he remained a short lime, 


httviug u proportionable increase in size to 
the coals of the bladder, h wa.s hard and 
uuyieVling, and out like semicanilage. If 
cut from the bladder, by itselt it would 
weigli about an ounce. There were several 
stricturoB of long standing in the course ot 
the urethra, and it was these, and the dis- 
eased Slate of the y^rostate gland, which 
gave snch resistance to the introduction of 
tlie smallest sized catheter. The ureters 
were enlarged to some distance uj» from the 
bladder. I did not gel time from the friends 
to examine the kidneys, and uU 1 could learn 
wavS. that llie man ue‘vtT complained of any 
mipleasaiu sensation in the regions ot these 
organs tiurivig life. 1 have mude a yirepara- 
tiou of the bladder and pmstate, which 1 


Itavc pr“.sented t{) my talented friend, Dr. ! and then apjdied to the Hospital. 

Davis, of this dtv, 'for the instruction of| At the time of admission, the tumour, 
his iiupds. i which occuj>ied the inner side of the thigh, 

1 be only iufert nee which 1 would ven- 1 was of considerable size, and easily dilated 
tore to make from the preceding imyier- ■ on coughing. *1 he integumenta covering it 
feet detail, is, that the stnetures iu the * were soft, and yielding ; and at one part 
urethra were the jinmarv cuu.He of tlie in- red and inflamed. In a few i.ays alter ad- 
I rt used growth ot the tdadder. I hev con- i mission, it burst, and nearly two quarts of 
tinned for more than four rears. oflVring re- ! puiulent matter escayicd. The patuni was 
iiistance to tl.e passage of the urine, and j pale, and very much emaciated ; the bowels 
consequentlv for the same syiace of time ; were tolerably regular, but the apyietite was 

the mu.«icnlft‘r fibres of the bladcb-r were ex- i defective ; the pulse small, quick, and lee- 
cited to none than usual efforts to overcome j ble ; tongue white in the centre, but red at 
by their force, the re«iiilauce which was | the tip and edges, and tl.e y>opillm were 
made. Inctciised exercise of muscular ! Rhghtly raised. 1 he cheeks were frequently 
lilm*». caused tlu'io i - increase in strength i Pushed, the pujnb dilated, and the counle- 
and growth. Here there was evid. nt cause | nance shrunk and wan. lie had evening 
for the more than ordinarv e.Nercise of the I exacerhaiiona and morning sweats, ami. in- 
‘ ‘ e result > deed, all the avmploius of hectic. 1 be urine 


imisciilur librcsof the bladder, mid the result 
u as a more* iban ordinary thickness and 
Mreugtii. I do m.t tliink it surpassing pro- 
huhiiiiy to believe, ibal, if the .strictures 
bad been all ended to iu time, and bad been 
cured, that the morbid growth of the pa- 
rieies, and the nthtr morbid appenrancea of 
the bladder, never W'ould have come cm. 
Upper Drtnond Quay, Dublin, 

Till August, iHifff. 


GUV’S HOSPITAL 


or rsoAH Auseiisa lUKvnn nv 
INJfceiJON. 

John Coui.k, svlat. 2;l. by occupation a 
puper'ittaker, of upaie habit, fair enm- 
pliixiou. and scrofulous appearauce, was ud* | 
iniiied into l.sizurns Ward oii the SJtsluf 
May, under the c«re of Mr. Key. 

He itfttcdji that about l;> montha aince, as 
W WfUt tightening a screw, the inairuiiienl 
aUpptd, «lld in the sudden jerk which he 
felt that he hmi wrenched his 
baeky «S he termed it. 1 le was immeditticly 


npl 

was high -Coloured, and deposited ;i brick- 
dust sediment. He was imiiicdiaUdy put 
upon a generous diet. <_)riiered to take of 
the sulphate of quinine one gram ; eight 
drops of the diluted sulphuric acid, with 
two ounces of the infusion of roses, twice 
u-dav, and wdae inn! porter daily. 

June 4. The oj ening iu the abscess had 
nearly closed, and Key, on examining 
the part, found that the tlucluatiou here- 
tofore fell on coughing, no linger ex- 
isted, nUhough there were or t ouncea of 
pus under the integuments. I be bag of 
the a^»>ce»s was lliin and liaecid, and the 
secretum of the pus had evide«.tly decreHsed. 
I’he patient said, lie thought a 

little bettor, but bis ayuiptoma were but 
very little mm liorated. I he bowels were 
costive. Mr. Key wiabed that what paa 
wn» left in the cyst ahonld be evacuat^, 
and that a lotion, cumprsed of two giaiua 
of the aulphaic of zinc to two ounces 
of water, 4 ,hould be iiijetied once a day 
into the cyst. 1 he limb to be bandaged 
with a roller earned up to the groiii, in order 
to produee, if possible, cohesion ot the sidea 
of the cavily. I he palitmt was ordered to 
take two grains of the sulphate ot quinine. 
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half a draclim of the sulphate of mncrnesia, 
50 drops of tincture of henbane, aiui one 
ounce of water, twice a*day. 

It was found, that the injection produced 
a alight accession of fever ; it was, there- 
fore, discontinued, and he was ordered to 
take a small quantity of the effervescing 
mixture every six hours, till the excitement 
had auhsidedi 

June i?t>. A considerable r>art of the sides 
of the abscess has cohered, ft d the discharge 
has very much decreased. The hectic symp- 
toms have abated, and the patient is decided- 
ly better. The appetite has improved, tlie 
morbid appearance of the tongue is not so 
distinctly marked, and tile morning ]>ers|>i-: 
rations have left him. The injection was 
again tried, without producing any ill etlVct. 

July 15. The abscess has nearh* liealed, 
bat he has become decidedly more ema- 
ciated. Within the last month he has suf- 
fered much from a pain in his back, and last 
week, a large fluctuating tumour made its 
appearance in the loins, ou the opposite) 
aide from which the disease appeared origi- 
nally to have commenced, but wdiich Mr. 
Key believes to be connected with it. This ; 
tumour seems disposed to point exterualiy. 
The hectic symptoms have again been esta- 
blished. Tiie evening exacerbations are re- 
gular and severe, and the colliquative sweats 
very copious. On the ‘24th the tumour was 
opened, and not less than a pint and a half of 
pus evacuated. A piece of lint was inserted 
in the opening to prevent its closing, and a 
lioBeed-invai poultice Hpjdied. The tongue, 
is now morbidly red, the pulse irritable 
and quick ; appetite defectne ; nights sleep- 
less, and bowels relaxed, K,mactatiou has 
increased to a gresil extent, arid the poor- 
fellow is gradually sinking. He was or- ; 
dered to take chalk mixture, with laudanum, ! 
occasionally. He has a mutton cliop daily,; 
and an increased (pjantity of wine and porter. ' 
Notwithstanding tlie prof useness of the dis- 
charge, and the exiiemely reduced state of 
the patient, yet he lingered out till the 4th • 
of the present month, when he expired. 

The body was removed by the friends, i 
and consecpjc ally no inrvj.* ciiou look place, i 

, * \ 

SIAt,I(.N.\NT IdSEASl 0» lilt filUAJiT. ! 

Mary^ttl*krii, a tat, l.j, of middle atatiire,! 
was admitted into Mary’s M ard, Aug. 27,! 
under the care of the Junior >urge on. .SJie i 
stated that she jmd been unabh- to suckle i 
with the right breast ♦ ver snice a month ! 
after her first conllnf uient, urn! from that j 
time it bad become hard and ce raHion.i!l\ 
pamfui. She has had several rhiUhcn, and! 
each time ou the' cMurneiueim ni of fhej 
secretion of the imlk the bre.iist had felt! 
very painful. Since slie bad ceased to 
suckle it had lierorne mucli harder and | 


more defined, and she occasionally felt 
severe lancinating pains, which were at 
I times so acute as to cause her to start from 
her sleep. It was on account of these 
pains alone that she was led to consult 
’ the Junior Surgeon, whoadvised its removal. 

The operation was performed in the usual 
; manner, tm 1 uesday, the iild of September, 
last. The elliptical incisions were made 
nearly in the transverse direction. The 
’ wound has since united by' adbesioQy and 
: the patient is doing jierfectiy W'ell. 

The tumour, on dissection, displayed that 
' striated ap{tearaDca characteristic of scir- 
rhous disease. 

List of' Cases uiimiiUd iriM Owy’j Hosfsiul, Sep- 
tember Id, under the care of Mr. Morgan. 

Jy/M irurd, No. Id. -Nathan Euscomb, 
aetat. 2B, disease of the clhow-joinl. 

Lazarus, No. 12. — Daniel Cumming, £et. 
ulceration of tlie leg. 

...i. — No. 10 — John Williams, art. 10, 
phlegmonous iubammation of tlie thigh. 

No. (9. — John Croft, lel. 40, 

ulcerated leg. 

Luke's, No. 20. — Thos. Paise, a't..‘5B, dis- 
ease of the sierno-clavicular ariicuiatioii. 

'rhe venereal cases were but of a mild 
character. There was one genuine case of 
lepra syphilitica admitted. 

.llai-yT Ward, No. l.—EIiz. Arnold, a4. 
2(», ulcefiiied leg. 

flfarthas Ward, No, 4.—- West, 

;et. .i, disease of the thumb. 

1. — Louisa Hooke, 

art. 17, scalded leg. 

Chapd ir,ir<i, No. .i.— Jane Deeper, a‘t. 
40. erysipelas of the b g. 

Lydm'i, No. 20. — Mary Peach, a-t. 21, 
iiidamraation of the knee-joint. 

M.tLUiNANT T CM Of II Ot Tlir IIIIEAST. 

Elixabeth JVgrain, xtat. 21, of spare 
habit, wa.s admitted into Dorca.H Ward, on 
the lAtb of August, under the care of the 
*' }*k*nior Surgeon.” 

Sh» stated, that about twelve months 
hack, slic ttccidyntal!) disroveretl a lUfiKUir 
in her breast, which at that time was not 
hirgtrr than a iml. h was umformly bard, 
and Abe occasionally felt a <!ull aching pain. 
I'iiuiing that it increHsed, she consulted u 
rturgeon, by whose advice it was repeatedly 
leeched, and a course of alterative inedi- 
iines was pursued. VVithiii the last two 
months tin* swelling increased more rapidly 
than ever, and the pain wdiich at <ir*l «ho 
had only felt oecasionnlly, was now mofH 
frequent , uud of much longer duratioo. U«* 
der these circuiiistuiice.s, she cam# tmiltr 
the care of .Mr. Key, who tried VMtotia 
rneoiiH, but wot bout any beneticiat 
and be then ml vised an operation ; i^te ac- 
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srdingly came into the. Hospital for that 
urpose. When admitted, the tumour was 
ard and firm, but was perfectly moveable, 
landling it created a dull aching pain, 
^hich lasted for some hours afterwards. 

'I'he operation was performed on the SJotli 
f August, and the tumour was found to be 
ontained in a perfect cyst, which was also 
xcised. A section of the diseased pait pre* 
ented a granulated appearance* It was 
excessively hard, but there were no appear- 
mces of striae, or of any deposite of that pe- 
mliar matter which is found in true scir- 1 
hus. Various opinions were advanced us 
;o its nature ; some asserting that it was a 
rhronic enlargement of an absorbent gland, 
ind others, that it was fungoid disease. 
It is certain, however, that it was of a 
lufficiently suspicious character to justify 
ts removal. 

On the second day after the operation, an 
erysipelatous inflammation attacked tliei 
wound, and speedily extended itself over I 
the chest to the arm. The dressings were 
immediately removed, a cold bread poultice 
was applied to the wound, and a Lamt, com- 
posed of the carbonate of ammonia, spirit 
of wine, and water, was ordered to be kept 
constantly applied to the inflamed parts. 
Five grains of calomel wert' prescribed. 

2B. The inflammation has increased con- 
siderably. Tlie cheeks are flushed ; pe’se 
1^0, <-juick, and hard; bowels relieved 
twice, and the evacuations exceedingly of- 
fensive, Tongue loaded with a light yellow 
fur ; surface liot, sometimes a clammy per- 
spiration supervenes. Ordered to lake two 
drachms of the su!)»hate of magnesia in pep- 
permint water immediately, and a saline 
effervescing draught every six hours after 
the bowels have been evacuated. 

.’id. Has passed a restless night. The 
inflammation still continues ; the. wound is 
dry and inflamed ; tongue loaded ; pulse 
irritable and quick, and the cheeks much 
flushed. I'hia morning vomiting cuiue on, 
and she was ordered to discontinue the 
fever medicines, and to lake ten grains of 
calcined magnesia, and two ounces of pep- 
jK*rmint water every eight hours. 

Sept, 1. She has had n very sleepless 
night, riie skin i* still clammy aud hot ; 
cheeks flushed. The stools are ntill exces- 
sively offensive, i'he erysipelatous inflam- 
mation lias extended to the opposite arm 
and shoulder. Ordered to take three grains 
of calomel immediately, and a grain oi 
opium at night. 

S. The opium procured a good night. 
Imt the febrile symptoms are not abated. 
The bowels have been copiously purged, 
and the atools are less offensive. Ordered 
to Uke two grains of quicksilver and chalk, 
•Qd tpo of the extract of opium, night and 
8tolil$i^» ’Hiore is a aligot dischirge of 


puriform fluid from the wound, and less 
surrounding inflammation. 

4. Much better to-day ; last evening she 
had rigors, and suppuration is now estab- 
lished. The tongue less coated ; pulse less 
irritable, and the inflammation very much 
subsided. An emollient poultice was applied 
to the wound, and she was ordered to con- 
tinue her medicines. 

Wine, and a generous diet* 

5. Better in every respect, though she is 
much debilitated and nervous, 'i'be dis- 
charge from the jound is getting thicker, 
and is more copious ; ordered four grains 
of subcarbonate of ammonia in water, three 
; times a day. 

11. She has continifed improving to the 
present date; the erysipelas has entirely 
left her ; healthy granulations are forming, 
and the wound is fast healing. Ordered to 
take u dose of calomel and rhubarb occa- 
sionally. 

22. The wound has nearly healed, end 
I the patient is now convalescent. 

List of Patimts admittui September 17, under 
the Care the Junior Surgeon, 

Dorcas' Tl'rtrd, No. 28. — Elizabeth Row, 
anat. IS, glandular disease of the neck. 

Kaamans Hard, No. 12. — .\lexander 
Gladstone, wtat. :18, ulcer of the leg. 

Luke\ Ward, No. 27, John Cutts, aetat. 
k>, ulcer of the leg. 

No. 21 — Paul Kingslou, a*taU 30, contu- 
sion of the foot. 

No. 19. — John Clallderbach, mtat. 57, 
fistula in ano. 

No. 25. — Thomas Sweeney, actal. 5.3, ulcer 
of the legs. 

Jidfs Ward, No. 4.— James Lay, ulcer of 
the leg. 


ST. THOM A S S HOSPITAL. 

Lhl Patients adtnitled under the care if 
Mr, Traitrs, Sept, lUf/t. 

Lydias ff'drd. No. 7. — Jane Tite, ffit. 23, 
lutiammaiiou of Uie thigh. 

Qucfn’s If’onf, No. 23. — ;Jane Haugley, 
a3at 17. large ulcer of the fauces. 

Anw'i Hard, No. 14,— Mary 
astat. 49, external piles. 

Mary's irurtl. No. 4. — Matilda Mcais, 
setat. 18, ulcerated leg. 

Edtmrd's Tr«irif, No. 1 1 , — William Shrimp- 
ton, a*tat. .32, conlusioji of ihe shoulder, 

Abraham's Rarff, No. 19.— Edw, Wright, 
«'tHt. 30. ulcerated legs. 

Cfwgs’s Hard, No. 12.— .lohn Foley, 
57, inflammation of the leg. 

No. 29. — John Connor, jcial. 4ti, chronic 
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LITHOTOMV.-FRACTVRKS. 


coUrgoroent of the testicle ; iilcoralion ofj 
the toxisiU, and paina in the limbs. { 

Jacob’s Wmxl^ No. 4.— James Cssson. | 
»tat. 4(1, fractured ribs. I 

imaci No, 9 . — Frederick Canii k, ! 

aetat. 4<), strumous ophthalmia-»o])adt)r of 1 
the corues. 


He was immediately conveyed to the hos- 
pital, where. on examiustiou, it wus found 
that there was n large wound of the scalp, 
with an extensive fracture of the skull, just 
at the upper atid poaterior part of tire os 
frontis, extending into the parietal bone. 
1*her«* was consideruble depression on one 
side of the fracture, and a large piece of 
bone was found so lo'^st* and detacbed, that 


OPEnATtON OF MTIIOTOMV PY .MU. GUEFN. 

On Ttieaday, Sept. 9, Mr. (.ireen per 
formed the operation ol lithotomy ujwu a 
young mari, about fcge* Fl»e 

patient had hud dithcuUy and pain in mak- 
ing water for ten years, but bad never bad 
medical advice; although, within the last 
two years, hia auiiVnn^s had occasioualiy 
been very severe. 

He applied to the Hosjutal on Monday, 
the lit of September, at whicli time Mr, 
Green sounded bim, and imme diately de- 
tected a stone. He was ttiKen in on the 
following Thursday, and the operation v'U'i 
performed four days afterwards. The st< ue 
was of large sizr-, and twice receded from 
the grasp of the forceps. The operation 
was very well performed, itlr. Green, as 
usual, employing tiie g'JTgel. 

10. Paasetl u good night ; tlie urine ha'? 
flowed freely tliroiigh tlic wound ; there is 
no tenderness of tlie belly. 

11. Slept the greater part of the night ; 
the belly is soft a . <1 free fjom ttr.dernefs ; 
some of the urine has escaped by the pi jj s. 
lire bowels not ytl moved. Ordered a dose 
of castor oil. 

lo. He has passed ratliera restless night. 
'Fhe castor oii j>ro<I-.;red much nausea and 
vomiting. He coni;>l{;;ns of considerahle 
tenderiiess of the beily ; the tongue if, 
white, pulse jerky, arid ipiick. VniA to t-n 
ounces. FomeiJtntiou,s orch^r* d to he ap 
plied to l)te abdonu'U. 

14. He pa.ss^'d a good nighf ; the hlcf'd- 
ing and fomeutatiofiS relieved thr* f?‘brde 
symptoms. 'J'he pulse is softer ui-A le^s 
quick tlian yesterday , tonguv less furred, 
and there is no temitmess of the ubdo- 
meti. 

Sept. !d2. We have visited him daily to 
the present date, aud he is now fa.st reco- 
vering, 

COMFOi ND TRACTunr; OF TUF sKri.L, wnn 
• jD?IVx.t:ssio>r or rur r.osK — lActnAiiON 

OF lUK JJLllA MATn'.--LFSION OF 1 II F 

BitAn^. 

Macleary, a boy about seven year* of agf , 
was admitted into Henry’.s Ward on th<* 
forenoon of Sutorduy, the l.lih of Septem- 
ber, under the care of Mr. Green. 

His friend* stated, that he had falh-n out 
of a first floor wiirdow, (a height of about lo 
ikiii,) and pitched uikih the top of lus head. 


I it was readily runiov**d witli the forceps. 

: I’he vvouud was then dilated, and the de- 
i pressed portion removed with a trtiphine. 
j ri»i» portion of the bone had been so much 
j driven in as to vruund the dura mater, 
land lacerate the brain. When adtniUed, 

I the child was iuseusiide to surrounding ob* 
i it CIS ; but he was sensible of puiu, and in an 
i hottr afterwards w*a9 much more so. The 
pupils were much riilated. 

After tlie operation, the wound was 
lig^itly dresfied, and the patient placed in 
beil. He remained tolerably quiet for some 
; hours: in the night, however, re action 
{came on, and early on Sunday morning he 
I was bled in the neck to four ounces. The 
i pulive was very rapid, and ejcceediugly small ; 

I skin hot. and dry. I'he pupils remained uu- 
; alterahly dilated ; utul he lingered Out till 
i Monday, when he expitcd. 

I Jnspmio CifJareris. 

! On removing the scalp, it was found tbot 
; the fracture was of a radiated description, 

! extouding almost in every diiectlou through 
i the fiouliil b >rit', bv several cracks, toward# 
i the nose. Hud itkewise downwanls and hack- 
; wards to the oct i;-itHl and parietal bone# 

’ ufM>n each side. On removing the calvaria 
uml dura mater, tiierc was found exunisive 
alirasiou of the surfttce of the brain heneuth 
the fnicniie ; there was considerable extra- 
vasation upon the buck part of the lijjhl be- 
' inispheie, aiul ou the snferior part of tiie 
: left lie.'uisphere ri large abscess was fouud, 
containing nearly an ouucf of pu#, 

I 

siMfi.r I nACTruf oi th F f a Avir m , with 
F X T f N - 1 V F oi; !• ri Fssi on. 

On Thursday fureUvion Ust. aoaiher fatal 
case of fracture of the akull, with depreti- 
»iou, was brouglil into the hospital. 

'Jbu patient was a muscular old niun, 
about sixty years of age. It appeared from 
the evidence given by thase who brought 
him, that he had fallen a cousiderahle height 
from a ladder, and hod pitched first upon 
tlie vertex of his hetid, and afterwards, by B 
kind of rebounding motion, upon his hotk 
aitd occiput. When admitted, h« w«*p#jr- 
fecily iuseuiiihle. The uupila were diUld^ 
breathing difficult and stertorout, pulse 
labouring and intermitting, and behsiliie* 
moirltsge from the mouUt imd lelt tstr# 
There w«i no wound upon Uieeeiilpi npm 



COMPOUND FllACTURE OF THE SKULL. 


the vertex tliero was a little contusion, 
and extravasation lieueath tin? scalp, anil 
an indisiincl crepitus was felt, lipon exa- 
mining the occiput, however, a most ex* 
tensive fracture was detected, and a lur^je 
portion of the occipital hone could be felt 
to be driven in under the parietal. Ueaction 
never took place, and the patient died in 
about an hour after his admission. 

The body was immediately removed by 
the friends, and consetiueatly no iuspt ction | 
was permitted* I 


ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 


CoMPOt'M) FRACTOHR OF TIIK SKri.t — j 

OPKUATION ON THE FOURTH DAY BY | 

MU, W. XEATL — IU-ATH. f 

J*Mis Pahkeh, a labouriDg man, of about! 
34 years of age, was admitted, on the gd ofj 
September, under the care of Mr. Keate.j 
It appears that, in an affray with some Irish* ( 
men, 1 h‘ received two or three violent blows * 
oil tho fiead, which rendered him insensi- 1 
ble, in which state he was conveyed home. I 
mid on the second day after the accident,; 
wa.s brought to tlie Hospital, still in an in-; 
sensible stale, but capable of being roused j 
when loudly spoken to. On examination, j 
there appeared a suiierficinl scalp wound,! 
over the posterior part of the parietal bone, | 
and ecchymoflis of tVie eye of the sarue| 
side. He was extremely restless, and when ' 
disturbed, became very noisy ; juipils di* | 
luted ; pulse about W, but weak ; he was 
blooded to the extent of lb ounces, which | 
w.!* repeated in a few hours, ami H ounces’ 
taken away. An aperient drmijiht ordered. | 

3. He wa« rather quieter when we tirst i 
saw him to day, hut towards the afternoon ! 
became very restless ; during the night, he 
continued in a. very disturbed state, so much 
Ro. as to require confmemeut; juilsc 0-^; 
bowels freely ojien ; y>upiU still sluggish. 
He waa ordered saline medicine, wdth two 
drachms of sulphate of magnesia every 
sixth hour. He answers questions with 
great difficulty; complains of pain in the 
head. 

4. In the same slate as yesterday ; en-j 
deavours to get out of bed, and exhibits | 
other symptoms of continual restlessness ; , 
during the night he had two strong convul- 
aions. Dowels open, pulse 90, and pupils 
fued ; the bandage slipped during Ute 
Tiiicbt, and he lost four or five ounces of 

bi^. 

If* Hit bad several convulstons ; his 
bretibiiiig is now laborious, and he is inca* 
pabla of being roused. Has again been 
blodlod to tbf extont of b ounces. After 


31 

the bleeding, the pulse became more full ; 
bowels open ; pupils fixed ; skin of a yel- 
low hue. 

6. To-day Mr. Keate enlarged the wound, 
and, on exposing tlie bone, a fracture was 
perceived, extending from the upper and 
anterior part of the parietal hone ; three 
circular pieces of bone were removed, and 
Q great quantity of blood was discovered 
lying on the dura mater. I'he ifitegument 
was brought together by ligature. Some 
time after the oueration, he seemed a Utile 
more sensible, jpid Is capable of being 
roused when spoken to; the pupils ore u 
little more active ; pulse frequent, but 
small; bowels open. 

7. More sensible when roused, but gene- 
rally continues in a dosing state ; at times, 
however, starting, and talking incoherently. 
Pulse, bowels, and pupils the same ; tongue 
rather furred, ('ontinue the medicine. 

8. Pulse rising ; skin hot ; bled to eight 
ounces, 

9. Today he is w'orse, but, wdien roused, 
still answers <{uestions ; pulse 1 10, and 
hard; skin hot; has been blooded to the 
extent of 12 ounces ; blood inflamed. 

10. Yesterday be had a shivering fit, 
which lasted upwards of ten minutes. To 
day he appears better ; tlie wound is heal- 
ing. Continue the medicine. 

11. He was cupped yesterday, and six 
ounces of blood abstracted. Complaias of 
pain in head ; pu|nis rather more active ; 
bowels open ; bled to six ounces. 

12. Rather better. 

13 Rather better, and answers most 
questions pul to him. The sulphate of mag- 
nesia has been omitted in bis medicine. 

14. Ha!*: anot'ner sbiveriug fit this room- ' 
ing, aiai uow compkius mucit of his bead ; 
pulse 1 jU, and fueble ; bowek open. 

[ l.>. The shivering returned last night in 

I a violent manner ; the pulse this morning 
Acorcely perceptible. About noon the man 
died. 

On the pvt-rmrrtxrti examination, it waa 
found that the fracture extended to the left 
side of the head, as far as the petrous por- 
lioo of the U'mpt>ral bone, and there wot great 
extravasation of fluid under the scalp. Tbp 
dura mater wa;* thickened, aud matter 
formed on the surface of the brain, and also 
between the bone ami t(ie dura mater. The 
thoracic and abdominal viacera were bealDiy. 
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PRACTICAL MIDWIFERY—SUmCRLPTIONS. 


PttACTICAL MIDWIFERY* 

7b the EdiUrr of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Injfu^sture to our British Accoucheurs, 
I feel confident you will receive and diffuse, 
by your widely-circulated Journal, these 
few lines. 

In The Lancet, No. Sd4, under the head 
** Foreign Department,*’ there is a let- 
ter ngarding the study of midwifery, as it is 
carried on in France. You seem to think, 
that the reyroaeh contained in that letter 
Etching to the French taihools, applies 
with equal force to our own. It is said — 
** In fact, in Paris, and in this country, 
for the most part, there are only theare- 
tieoL courses, and iw prorticol eiercises under 
the eye if the teacher ] and what is obstetri- 
cal instruction without the latter 1 Howe- ’ 
ver excellent the former may be, where will ; 
the studant learn the art of observation?' 
Where acquire the capacity of self-acting ?” j 
Now, Sir, 1 am happy in being able and : 
ready, as many others are, by an examina- : 
tion before any competent forurn, to bear j 
testimony to tlie fact, that at least in “ The \ 
London and Southwark Mulwifery ItutUutionf j 
the art is practically taught by Mr. Waller, I 
the Consulting Accoucheur. In his lectures, ! 
he omits no description of a practical point, i 
He next exhibits, with the utmost minute- ; 
ness, the different modes and stages of par- 1 
turition on machiuerv. If he or his pupils ; 
deem it necessary, before they attend any 
labour, he gives them a privuie lesson at 
his ow'n house, on the machinery. To 
those whom he believes to be competent to 
their management, be furni.shes an unli- 
mited supply of cases; but will luit permit 
them to remain at the bed-sido, without h».s 
presence, one moment longer than they 
fully understand every circumstaoce that 
tran.spirefL. As soon as any ihiug occurs 
beyond their comprehension, without wait- 
ing for difficulty in the labour, they are! 
obliged to send off a nu ssenger for liiiu : ht* ^ 
tttends imtanter, makes an examinatioii, j 
aad either goes tlirough with the conduct ! 
of the case, or gets the pupil to proce#'dj 
with it under Aw immediuie eye — he, .Mr. I 
Wtiler, explaining every event. j 

This must be greatly to Mr. Waller's ere- | 
dit, as it is most serviceable to llie student, j 
If this be uot, " praclica! exercise under the | 
eye df Uw teacher,” I am totally at a Iokh ; 
to know what would be ; as to any daily 
vittuU (if I may say no) examination, by a; 
class, as pregnancy proceeds; if that is ■! 
what is meant as taking plare in 
d’Jecouckemerit, 1 am satisfied that, in this i 
country, not even the most depraved cia&s 
of females would submit to it. 

Sir, I have great pleasure in subscribing 
myself 


rUlZES TO DR. mackintosh’s PUFILB. 

The following gentlemen, who attended 
Dr. Mackintosh’s lectures in Edinburgh 
during the course of last year, received 
prizes. 

Mr. Duncan Grant, of Inverness, two prizes 
— one for an essay, anoUier for his 
examinations. 

: Mr. Band, of Leith, two prizes — ditto ditto. 
I Mr. J . P. Needham, of Yorkshire, for essay. 
Mr. J. Duiican, Roxburghshire, ditto. 

Mr. Colm Rogers, Pertlushire, ditto. 

Mr- J. Porteus, of St. Helena, for exami- 
nation. 

Mr. A.'l'udhope, Roxburghshire,, ditto. 

Mr. F. Cooper, Durham, ditto. 

Mr. A. Andmoii, Selkirkshire, ditto. 

,Mr. J. Adams, Cheltenham, ditto. 

Mr. J. M'Kay Cunningham, Ireland, ditto. 
Mr. Dymock, Edinburgh, ditto. 

Mr. A. M'Gregor, Leith, ditto. 

Mr, W.Crambe, Edinburgh, ditto. 

Mr. Thomas Ward, Edinburgh, ditto. 

Mr. Geo. A. Munro, Huntingdonshire, ditto. 
Mr. Geo. W. Jones, Warwickshire, ditto. 

Dr. Mackintosh cousidi'rs it better to 
give a number of suDill prizes to Ids pupils, 
than one or two of great) r ritlue ; lx iog bet- 
ter culciilated to tliffuse zeal nod atientitiu. 
His plan is also a good one, of giving some 
premiums for essays, and otiiers for tite ex- 
! aminatioii.s. He had joipiis, amoug 

I w'hom 19 prizes were distributed. 


SLBSCRIPTIONS 

lOlt TUF DISTUrSSID MfOIC A I, OEST LV.M A N 
AND FAMILY. 

Siibscriplioosi ahead V received lb? f 9 


J.S, .'^mu!t, EAij., Triiiiiy5>quare. . 1 I 

W. Engiisli, E«q I 1 

M. U . ^ihott, Ks.^ X I 0 

Edmumi Dale, Esq 1 1 0 

Daniel Edwards, Esq 1 <> 

C. Locock, M. J) 1 9 

Jami H (.'opdand. .M. D. ........ 1 <♦ 9 

.Archibald Billing, M. D I 1 0 

J. R. Bennett, E«q i 1 

Junie* C. Somerville, M.l) X 1 0 

John .North, Esq. 1 J 0 

I horuas Willis, Ksq., Baker Street 1 1 () 

Thosu Jacomb, Esq., l;pper York- 

street 110 


ERRATUM. 

At page BL). of our last No,, for Ml* 
floughUitt,” rvnd Air, JitmUan, 


A Pupil. 



THE LANCET. 


VoL. I.} LONDON, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11. [ia28-9. 


A LKCTIJRE 

ON 

RUPTURE OF THE UTERUS; 

DELIVI.RKP llV 

Wm* CAMPBELr., M.D. 

FelLm flftht Roniat of Surgeom, Leclurer 
on the Practice of Physic and Midwifery, S;c. 
Edinhurgh, 


(iEN'Tl-F MEN , 

1 C OME uow to consideT an importatit set 
ofcas»\is, those in which t!ie uterus is rup- 
tured during parturitioD, an accident which 
almost ahvavs involves tlie life of the f*x'tua, 
and most geiiera’ly, idso, lliat of the parent. 
These cases confer a greater degree of re- 
Binnisihility on the practitioner than what 
arises from the Cntsarian operation itself ; 
for by it, when early resorted to, the f<i*lus 
iiiusi very generally be saved ; and of late 
years, it would seem by the periiuHcal pn-ss; 
that on tlic Continent, in roost instances, 
the life of the mother has also been pre- 
served. 

From the indifference with which that 
illiberal a»d intolerant junto, the College, 
of i’hysicians of London, n.s well as some 
otlu r physicians anti luechanics of the pro- 
frssion, have affected to treat, not only niid- 
w»l«'ry, hut tUoso oven who practise, tlu- 
art. 1 would not be tuf prised if, among ray 
auditors, there might be some who, in imi- 
tation of a late celebrated professor, in a 
northern university, may think the art so 
simple, that the study "of it is fit only f;»r 
fools or illiterate old women ; or wdio, like 
Sir Anthony Oysicr, of recen! stululo- 
ijueuce, think, that the [iracticeof it by men 
should altogeilier bo relinifuished. ou the 
score of iuiniorality. But, in ooiisidoration 
of the formiduble iintuie of such uccivients, 
irod that their victims constitute the most 
interesting portion of the community, I trust 
yott will study this department of your pro- 
feiStnn with that integrity wldch sliould 
ffialiitguiiii, taou whosii future Uvea are to 


be congecralen'^to the cause of humanity, 
and that you will not sufl'er the babbling of 
fools to influence your belter reason ; or the 
dictates of envy awl malice to guide your 
actions. I think* I liear some one say, that 
such cases are of rare occurrence! Yes, 
truly, because the sympathy of relatives for 
the deceased is often an insuperable barrier 
to dissection, and the grave can tell no tales t 
But allowing that accidents of lliis nature 
do not happen above once in 2000 labours, 
or once in the whole course of a long and 
extensive practice, might not this solitary 
instance, if mismanaged, be followed by the 
loss of practice, and lasting disgrace to the 
medical attendant ; or, if the efforts of the 
practitioner wire crowned with success,^ 
what solace would it not afford to a circle 
of relations and friends '? 

.ffitbougb ibis accident must have occa- 
sionally happened from a very remote pe- 
riod, yet we do not find any observations in 
the writings of the ancients which would 
lead us to infer that it was knovrn to them, 
Albncasis, iu his chapter de Kitractiane 
Fcriiis mortui, certainly relates a case, where, 
after the deaili, and retention of the fa'tus 
in the abdomen, the woman again conceived, 
and, alter a considerable interval, fa'tal 
bones, and a considerable (juantity of mat- 
ter, were dist barged at the umbihc.ua, Al- 
bneuais does not appear to have been aware 
of all the circumsiancc'8 of this case, though, 
as you will soon be better able to under- 
stand, it was probably an example of the 
accident under cousiderntion. To the 
French accoucheurs of the l.'Sth century, 
however, the merit is due of having en- 
lightened the profession ou this subject ; 
and, since that period.the accident has been 
fit-queiuly recognised by practitioners of 
other countries. 

Laceration of tlie uterus has been met 
with in i!ie early months of pregnancy, 
ofteiuT. however, in the bitter montba, but 
more fretpiemly still during partUTition, 
from the commeiiccrnent of utcriue dilata- 
tion until the last moment of the expulsion 
of the fo'tus. 1« the (7«:c<tc .SuNt^, for 
March Ub-4, n case is recorded, where a 
woma:j. ivtat, vkL in the fourth month of 
her fifth pregnancy, had her uterus ruptured 

D 
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from a fit of passion, and suhsequout vio- 1 
lent exertion \ she died of htemorrliuge four- 1 
teen hours after the accident was supposed j 
to have happened. i 

Molformatiou and narrowness of the pel- 1 
vis, contraction of the vagina from callus 
or cicatrix, and enlargeirent of the cranium | 
from disease or overgrowth, are the causes j 
which usually predispose to this accident, j 
The exciting causes are not .so numerous as; 
they were at one time supposed to he ; ex- i 
traordinary' motion of the fatus, external! 
violence, the injudicious uaj^f iustrumenis, ' 
and violent uterine action, have been men-' 
tioned. In regrard to the first of the latter class 
of causes, 1 am not acquainted with any case, 
either from the literatifre of the profession, 
or from any other source, *in wliich rupture 
of the uterus could be ascribed to the strug- 
gles of the foetus i and as to the second, al- 
though I know of several examples, both 
from my own and from the practice of 
odiers, where women, near the full lime, : 
suffered severe external injuries, yet the 
Qterus was not lacerated. One of the tnosti 
extraordinary 1 have read of. is detailed in 
the 12th vol., Lond. Med. (’hirurg. Trans., 
where a woman, in the last month of preg- ' 
nancy, w'as run over by a stage coach, to 
which accident she fell a victim in twenty i 
minutes. In a quarter of an hour after life ! 
was extinct, the abdominal cavity was open- j 
ed to save the fa tus. It was tlien discover- ; 
ed, tiiwt allhough the liver had been rent 
through the centre by the crush of the 
wheels of the coach, yet that the uterus w’as 
uninjured by the accident. On the 14th of 
April, 1822, 1 was called to a woman w'ho, 
while in the last month of pregnancy, re- 
ceived from her husband so severe u kick 
upon the centre of the abdomen, n« to cause 
a separation of about one-lhird of the phi- 
centa from the uterus, and couserjuent death 
of the fu’tua. On the third day after this 
injury, the w'oman died of intlammaiion of 
the abdomen, and, on dissection, we could 
not discover the slightest lesion of the 
uterus. In the summer of 182'*, a young i 
geutlemao, at that time attending my lec- 1 
litres, deliTCTed a woman, who, between , 
the beginning of the eighth and termination I 
of the ninth month of pregnancy, tumbled j 
down a long staircase three times, yet she ; 
went on to the full term, and was delivered j 
of a stout living child. By adducing these! 
important cases, T do not mean to deny the : 
possibility of the uleruH being lacerated by ! 
external injuries, but merely, ihut them:-; 
eident rarely happens from this ctiuse. In 
the 49lb vol. of the Did. dr* iSVteu. 4/wi., 
p. there is a case related where a 

woman, in the seventh month of gestation, 
had the uterus ruptured, from i^tiving been 
sqoeexed between a ctirriage and a wall. 
In tlie Mine volume ot that work, and in . 


Hull’s defence of tins I’irsarinn scrlion, 
there are cases reluted, in which llie alido- 
miiial and uterine parietes were torn by lUe. 
horns of outrageous animals. 

If you wiircnU to rememberaiice the oh- 
•ervations which were offered at ou early 
periml of the course, in speaking of iho 
structure and condition of the gravid uterus, 
you will readily understand how this organ 
escapes unhurt, where females liave been 
exposed to severe injury. During the whole 
of preguancy the uterus is not t«nse, hut 
appears quite relaxed, whiohi with its plas- 
tic structure, cnubles it to yield when vio- 
lent pressure is exerted upon the abdomen, 
whereby it is less liable to injury than if it 
were in a state of complete distention. I he 
uterus uiul fetus are still further protected 
: externally by the abdominal parietes ; and, 
iniernidlv, by the couutet-pressure of the 
inemhrunes of tiie ovum and lUjuor anmii, 
which latter is nearly incorn{<reKtihle, and 
j therefore admirably calculated to defend tin; 

I fu:tus from violence. 

' Astoruptuie of the uterus from the in- 
judicious application of instruments, this 
I may very possibly arise when a practitioner 
persists in th<* introduction of forceps into 
a pelvis, where the brim is scarcely cajia- 
ciouR enough to receive even the liead. I 
am happy to say, however, tluil I know of 
only one instance of Uie kind, winch oc,- 
curred nine or ten years ago, and that, too, 
under circums'.anceH so unwarrau table and 
disgraceful, tlial it would idmost be desir- 
able to eee. iu print, die navhe of the rush 
practitioner. The circumstances were the 
fol!owiri;» ; — An experienced accoucheur 
was requested to utfend a poor woman iti 
labour, whost! pelvis was asc'ertained to be 
loo narrow to admit the transit of a living 
hrtus. He retired from the bod »uh* to 
make arraiigeiiieiiis for using '.he pi ifnraior 
and crotciiet. Wldlo thus engagiMl, another 
practitioner called, who, mmrvnnuuii«, pro- 
ceeded to apply forcepa; and, after having 
been once or twice foiled, he at luat eur- 
ceeded in extracting ft iti i I horn fo tns, 
whose head w'bh »o much cruihed, that one 
eye w»« squeezed out of its atH'kel, and the 
mother escaped with ft rent in the cervix 
uteri, vagina, and perineum. She was so 
rudely treated, that a person who saw her 
Hoon after in h public institution, raid that 
they had made miuced meal of her. 

By far the moat frequent cause of lacerii- 
tion of the uterus is violent action of tlie 
organ itself, which may he induced, first, 
hy premature rupture of the memhniueK ; 
arid.ftccotidly, by disproportion betw'een llui 
fetus and th« peUii, i. e. the fwtui may bit 
large, and the pelvis below the nalurtit 
stftudftrd, or actuilly deformed. Wlmik lihe 
action of the utetu* becomei (ireternfttofid, 
that of the allMioittioftl muftclea b twiUd 
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by conisent, wbmby the actrident i« liurried ruptured wlien lU action has been neither 
on. You can easily understand how either severe nor protracted ; secondly, that when 
of these cttuses leads to this injury. When the cranium fills the brim, there will bo no 
the membranes of the ovum are prematurely jtreat haitnorrhegfe ; and thirdly, that unless 
burst, the lt(juoramtiU escapes, and therefore the laceration be in the body of the uterus> 
the fietal head comes into immediate con- iti action wdll not cease entirely, 
tact with the uterus» which, as it is now The next case 1 am to apeak of is one of 
pressed between two bodies firmer tliau it- which the particulars were communicated 
self, must sooner or later give way wliere to me by a Gentleman wdio saw the patient 
tliis pressure is most exerted, or where the • when she was in articulo mortis, and who 
uterue is weakest. i afterwards witnessed the dissttetion of the 

When parturition has been much pro- body. In this. ^ in the case last narrated, 
traeted, and the utcruii long pressed be- the head of the%ntus was hydrocephalic, 
tween the head and an exostosis, or the and there was an exostoius on one of the 
brim of a contracted pelvis, inllammation fielvic hones. Labour had been suffered to 
and ulceration of the peritoneal surface of | continue for many ligurs ; the patient died 
the utcrusmay ensue, und tenninate iu rup- j undelivered, and without an attempt to ex- 
turc of this organ. When the accident hap- 1 tract the fetus ; and. on dissection, several 
pens from violent and long-continued ac- ! rents had been found in the uterus — an ex- 
tion of llie uterus, such cases have he^-n • tensive one in its body, through wltich the 
styletl spoiUuneous lacer.ilion, hut as this whole of the fe tus, except the head, pro- 
term must lead to an idea that the uterus ; traded among the int«*stiuea. This rou^ih 
may he injured without cause, it should he i sketch, which 1 traced with the pen, the 
exploded. | day on which the Gentleman w ho conauni- 

Aly own experience in this accident isjeated the case to me witnessed the dissec- 
limitedi and has been ac<tuired where lace- ] tion, will afford you some idea of the diffe- 
ration arose from llie cause which 1 have ' rent lacerations, and their situation in the 
just discusscil. On the -1st ol Nov., lUV L ■ uterus. 

1 wua rctpiesled, hy my friend Mr. .Scott, * The last case of which I am to give 
of iirougliton, to see a patient l»e was then ' you an ouliine, is one which occurred on 
attemliiig ; she was thirty six year* of age, 'the 14th of January last, in the hands of 
the mother of several children, and hud suf- 1 the pupihs of a contemporary teacher. It 
fered little in her ftirmer confinements. ; was the woman s third conrnioment ; she 
Her labour, on this occasion, commenced ; was about ihiriythree hours in labour, and 
about eight or nine at nithl ; uterine ac- died undelivered, without any one hut mere 
tiou WHS moderate, ami suddenly, between : studtfiiu seeing her, and. conse».juently , 
one and two, her bearrng-down efforts al- ; without an attempt to extract the ftetus, 
mosi entirely ceased. 1 saw her ut three ' allViough, fiom the accounl.s. 1 received, she 
1(1 the morning, ami found her with a rapid, = must have lived for nine hours almost after 
indistinct pulse, an anxious appearance of the Hccidcul. 1 knew nothing of the case 
couuleuimce, excruciating piiiii in theahdo- J until the friends came to niy Uispensary to 
men, on the least pre»?mre, and a slight ; re(|ne>t th.at 1 would couk to open the l>ody, 
tavsing of hhviMi p^r ragiuam. In tins con- i l>r. Kaox and Mr. Lmars, with jutpils he- 
ditimi, >lr. Jitrotl and wtystlf thought it iin- j longing to ouch of n;*. were jtret^cnl. Ihe 
perative oil us to deliver t lie woiuuu itiiuio- j oxuiuinaUau of the hi tiy , which wascon- 
diately. Though the bead had not eitteied i dm led by Mr. Linars., was most inleresUng. 
th« brim of lh« pidvis, a lengthened pair ofi Thert>nt was very oxtetiaive, situated in the 
forv epn were n}t(>iied in a few minutes, but ; iotx? purl of the IsMiy of tlie uterus, and per- 
the head, after a cautious trial with the , mittevl almost the whole of the body of a 
iimruiueiit for ahciU half an hour, could not , pretty large mule fetus to pass through it; 
be brought down, and at last tl slipped, the fuiidus uteri was well contracted, Thu 
'flu* perforator was then puslied through head was tirmlv fixed iu the brim of a nar- 
the crunimn, w hen a consideruhle miauUly ; vow pelvis. The casts whit'll I now exhibit 
of fluid escapi'd, which led ua ton know- ho you were, at dilVertMit atages of the dis- 
lodge of the true nature of the case; the section, taken by Mr. Lixars from the body 
fe4u» was inimediutely hrmight ufeng.undjof this poor woman. The position of the 
un extensive breach was dlscovervd in thi netus was exactly the same «s that repre- 
{Hvaterior part of the weir uteri, extending sented in the beautiful plate published by 
tlpwarda into the body of the iiurms as far ■ the amiable Denman iu lUlo, hut tl*« rent 
aa the finger* could leach. Dr, Duncan, 1 was diflereutly situated. 
jfUtt., ohligitigly visited the patient, wdieu ! What wc.uld that canting old hypocrite 
ah« laboured under very fonuidahle nymp- Sir Anthony Oyster, what w ould the iiitole- 
such us black vomiting, vvc., but she I runt ft Hows of the London ('oliege of Phv* 
ulttmalciy recovered, 'I he ioregoing case j weians, say to these twm cases ! W ould 
tauyhi.fa<iii«*i>&fat, that thu ulerua may ho 1 tlwy withdraw their uugejierous opposilioft 
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to this branch of the art of healing being 
placed upon the aame footing with physic, 
or any of the other deparliuents, ana ac* 
knowledge that it was full time the legisla- 
ture should enact such laws us would com* 
pel candidates for public favour to prove, by 
examination before competent judges, that 
they were worthy of being trusted with the 
lives of their fellow creatures, in situations 
of all others the most responsible ? If a 
man is transported beyond seas for the whole 
period of his natural lifcj^for committing a 
rash act during a momb.it of irritation, or 
in self d<?feuce, what punishment should be 
awarded against men who, in their sober 
judgment, sufter their fellow creatures to 
die without an attempt,to render proper as- 
sistance. The courts of law in England 
have long been accustomed to award da- 
mages against members of tlie medical pro- 
fession for a variety of delinquencies ; and I 
must say, that if a similar course were 
adopted liere, it would add to the reapecta- 
bilitv of our members, and the happiness of 
the communiiy. The law, in so far as it re- 
gards the medical profession, however, is, in 
some respects, remarkable only for its incon- 
sistency ; for you may experiment upon tlie 
living with impunity, but to touch the dead 
is felony. (A laugh.) 

That celebrated mechanical teacher of 
midwifery in London, Dr. 1), D. Davis, 
who has invented such a number of instru- 
ments, that the coiiectiou in Dr. Slop's 
greeri bag, must have been trifling in compa- 
rison to them, (a laugh,) lias w’ith them 
promulgated a j>iece of information, which, 
in inv humble opinion, must tend to render 
tlie subject of this Lecture one of more fre- 
cpient occurrence ; ami the same seulitnents, 
or something of similar tendency, have been 
echoed by the l.diuburgh Medical and Sur- 
gical Jourri.'il. Dr. Davis says, tbai “ wy 
nutans ff arttjirud snhjeas, iK>th matirnal and i 
facial,” of w'hich you have before you an | 
exact repre.si'MiHitiorj, *' he has been enaWerf, j 
for mme iftars, rjfemiallv to teach his pupih j 
ihedru or pun meehania of the art” In tin- 1 
Number for October. of Uie Journal 
Tf-rerred to, page ;».)■), thi-rt* t» the following 
passage ; — *' Too muck time, ire conreive, u 
mpUnird by studmts in atUTi’Tu^ nmimu mid- 
vifery cam.” * Dn passages, m absurd in 
themselves, and so dangerous in rheir ten- 
dency, 1 will not now comment, having done 
»o alieady in the proper place. In reference 
to the latter passage, however, 1 must ob- 
aeivc, that Dr. Duncan, juitior. wlio, until 
the last year or two, was editor of the F*din- 
bur^h Medical and Surgicitl Jomoal, and 
wl»o*e opinions juBtly have great weight 
with the pro'"ssion, alv.jiy« in any conver- 
sation which 1 have had with him, slrong’ly 
impressed on me the necftodty of affording 
as mauy oppartuiiiti«« of practice as possi* 


ble to my pupils. I am, therefore, bound to 
believe, whether the article containing the 
passage in question, was published while 
the Journal was under the management of 
Dr. Duncan, or since it has fallen into the 
hands of the respectable individuals who at 
present conduct it, that those sentiments 
must have escaped their notice in the hurry 
of publication, or that they would never 
otherwise have been inserted. 

Besides the causes which have been dis- 
cussed, incautious management during the 
version of the fo'tus, and, according to M. 
Capuron, scliirrosity of die een'it uteri, may 
lead to rupture of this organ. 1 can easily 
believe this, but 1 have no knowledge of 
such cases. 

The rent may he sealed in any part of 
the uterus, from its aperture to its fun- 
dus, and It may take an oblique or trans- 
verse direction. Most generally, the injury 
is situated in the back part of this organ, at 
that point which, during parturition, is 
liable to be in contact witli the promontory 
of the sacrum. Laceration in tlie anterior 
is less frequent tiian iu the posterior parie- 
tesofthe uterus ; hut whellier it happens 
in the one or the other, it generally has a 
transverse direction. 

The symptoms may be divided into pre- 
monitory and concomitant. It i.s of the first 
moment to remember both, because it is by 
early and active interference only, that any 
good can be done. By attentively w*atching 
the 6r»t class of phenomena, you may often 
prevent tho occurrence of the accident alto- 
gether. Ill every case where you are re- 
quested to attend a patient, you should take 
an opportunity ttf ow'ertainiog the nalure of 
her previous labours, if ahe has had chil- 
dren ; and if you find that she lias suflVred 
much, that the crotchet has been required, 
or that she has giveu birth to still bora 
children, you should waicli her 'with more 
than usual dilicence ; you should also do so 
where the pains continue very powerful, 
without advancing the presentation, even 
after the «« ulen is fully dilated, where there 
\ are si arcely any intervals of ease between 
j them, when tliey seem as if centred in one 
> particular part, as the sarrum or pubes, and 
where there is a sensation of crump in the 
abdomen between the ]tains; and, lastly, 
where there is great restlessoess, flushing 
of the coantenaiice, and rajiidity of the 
pulse. 

You are not always, however, to expect 
these precursors, for the accident has hap- 
pened, not only where the patient was sot 
long in labour, but where even uterine «* 
lion was not remarkably stron|, as in lbs 
case in which Mr. Scott and myself 'irore 
concerned. We can apeak with far gieater 
confidence of the coscomittnt lyiaptooif, or 
those which denote the pteieiioft of the 
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accident. Whenever it happens, a feeling 
is conveyed to Uie mother of something hav- 
ing given way williin her ; so obvious, in- 
deed, is this sensation, that in some in- 
stances, not only the sufferer, but the medi- 
cal attendant even, have been said to have 
lienrd a noise when the uterus was lace- 
rated ; the woman experiences excruciating 
pain in the injured part ; and if the lesion 
be in the body of the uterus, the pains will 
cense, but if in the cervix, labour will con- 
tinue in a very partial degree ; blood oozes 
per jingirwim in profuse or limited quantity, 
according to the proximity of the rent to 
the plncenta, and the extent to whicli the 
brim of the pelvis is occupied by the head ; 
except wlieu therfnninw is wedged, the pre- j 
sentation recedes ; the countenance is pale, 
anxious, and displays a peculiarity of aspect 
which no one w ho has once witnessed it, 
can mistake in a future case ; a vomiting of 
dark-coloured tiiiid followR. wdth convulsions 
and syncope, which, when the humiorrhage 
is profuse, soon proves destructive to life. 
\\ hen the peritoneal coat of the uterus is 
torn, the blood llow^s into the abdomen, and 
very Ifttle ;«)• lui'imoH, and, as ai ready no* 
lun d, tiiH exterual cifusioii will also be | 
limited, w’Ueu the head is lixed in lh« brim, 
if you place the hand upon the abdomen, 
the patient will coiiiplain of great tender- 1 
ne»s; and when the fteius has been forced! 
in among the intestines, you will ho able to 
trace distiMctly its luubs, and all its olliej 
more prominent parts. 

Our prognosis, in every case of this kind, 
must, be guarded, and more especially if 
nnw ii tiiiw have been sutVer*‘d to elnj^se be- 
fr)rc pro’f'ei u*»i;itnnce has been attorded tf> 
liie jiutient. I'rofute liiscliuri ;' 4 of blood 
per the escape of the hnlus from the 

uteniw' into the abdominal cavity, the totju 
cesjatioii of uterine action, indicating ti«e 
lucerjti.ii) to be in the body of the uterus, 
prolroaion of a portion of into the 

uiei'.'s, tiiuck vomiung, cuu\ ulsion?!, ami 
syiootm, fchonhl he viewed in the iin- 
f.irouruide ligl'.t. A more lavourahlo opi- 
nion iiuiv be drlivercd when the patient 
has been early und scieutihcaliy treated 
aft< r tile uccieent, when ul/rme uclum is 
} re.si iii, th ius,'!! leit in a tiivu! degree, ami 
when the pulse is htile alVecled, Insume 
iusi.iin esy, iiie I'tuienl sinks in two or three; 
hours jsil- r the aeculeut, wliiie there are 
other e ises in tv.hn li they have been known 
to bvr- f-.ir several weeks. U lieu t!;e case 
terminates ftivooruldv. r*Hmvfrv is genetallv . 
sUended by a iingern g cunvaleacctict'. rio? ; 
fatal ovcni tnay he nacribed to a variety of 
oauaftH,— as hwinorrliage, iriilammatiou of; 
ihii! |H!Titiineum irom la eruuon. or from 
the effuaum of blood, or h<pon> aairrii, into ns - 
aac ; protruaion untl strnugulaiiou of 0 por- ‘ 
liou of inicatine, nml the lotol escujm of; 


the ftrtus into the abdominal cavity, where* 
in some iustaiicea, it has been known to 
continue for many years, with little incon- 
venience to the patient ; but whence, more 
frequently, it is disciiarged by extensive 
abscesses", which evacuate tlieir contents, at 
different points, through the abdominal pa- 
} rietea, per or rectum. Of such cases 

iyou will find some published, by several of 
I our own countrymen, in the Edinburgh !Medi- 
, cal Commentary, Edinburgh Medical Essays, 

I and iu a very i xresting pamphlet^ pub- 
ilished in IHIO, on lletrovertiio Uteri, by 
; I^r. Merriman, of l.oudon. Similar cases 
I have also been recorded by Au.struc, Bar- 
; tholinus, Littre, an«l others. Death, from 
the protrusion of a itdd of intestine into the 
■ uterus, has been less fn .jueiit. One fatal 
case has been related by the di; tinguislied 
Baudelocque; and a most extraordinary one, 
[in which the patient recovered, by Dr. 
M‘Reever,of Dublin, iu a very useful little 
. w'oik pubhsiied by that genileniitn iu 11114. 
In this instance, u stout young woman bad 
the uterus ruptured during severe labour, 
whicli continued ihiity hours, and nearly 
four feet of intestine protruded into the 
vagina, and sloughed off on tlte (itli day 
at ter the accident. For almost two years, 

I tho patieiit voided all the ffece-s through 
the breach in tltc ulertts, per rapnatn. At 
the conclusion of iliul period they look 
I their natural course; eightein months af- 
Uerward.s the woman conceived, and has 
[since, at the full time, bt-tu salVly delivered 
!of a sniidl female child. This lust case 
proves whut may be ueconi]»li>lifd by an 
i active )tructitiuncr, wiulo it mu.st, at the 
same lane, cvinvince you of the propriety 
of iffeciiuir the delivery of your patient, 
however unfavourable may be the coadiliou 
in whu ii you find lier ; lor it is impossible, 
to furetel the advantages which may nrisei 
to the pBieut from the esuaction of tho 
Actus. \ uu should strain every nerve to 
picvesit a paticoi cviug ui .h livntul, for it 
evi-atps a ,;rcai upr >Hr uUKiuy tlie aitemi- 
nuts, iivul others uiThe sex . and, umb r most 
circumstauces. tut te are nw, if nay, prac- 
tical ennr.s ib.ii can more ttuhhbly stain 
the chttiio <4 ti»e mcuu ;d ustvnuunl. 

In ri’iiaid to the tn ulmirut. when symp- 
toms are evolved w hu 'n wttu.d b ad you to 
apprelnmd rupture ut the uit jus, the action* 
ol this urean iniiSt be liio-.b luied, in oide. 
iluil tin* head jnay in- moi: j. revert ssively 
luiuildca to the pelvn-, i't that an mtei va! of 
t-iise n av be piecuitO, t o eii.iluC the pruc- 
tii;!n>ei :o adopt Mudi ui jasuves as ti'e cu.se 
may le-pdre. ihi.s oljcet vl.'U sinutid en- 
deavour t > oht.an be l«ltu'i.in.; sle* iinticrit to 

appivtiehing i.yncii ]n-. '-e exaihiv.ngtrom 

Uii to iVt>'divq»oS in.' !e.vt.up:i. aeo-ul- 
iiivi t" the vig.ttv of ihe MiiV.-ii-r. \Mn'U 
these remedies buve no; Intu !fUi Civ-iui, 
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try the effects of btimideliofl, winch, from 
its pioworful influence over the uterus, may 
prove a valuable agent iii diminishing: the 
violence of its action . You may call out 
that you dread bursting; of a blood- 
vessel. When rupture has actually hap- 
pened, let it ever be impressed on your 
minds, that nothing but early delivery can 
wave the patient; and bow this is to be 
effected, must now be determined. Should 
the uterus be lacerated dwing the version 
of the fu^tus, the delivery ,®by this method, 
must be persevered in. The same practice 
must also be pursued when the accident 
happens before the es uteri is sufficiently 
expanded to permit the use of forceps, pro- 
vided the aperture is dilatable, and open to 
such extent, as to justify a practitioner in i 
proceeding to introduce the hand. When 
the uterus is injured while the head is 
wedged in the pelvis, whether from dis- 
proportion, exostosis, or a tumour, the per- 
forator must be used ; but when the brim is 
sufliciently capacious to permit the head to 
pass, the short or long forceps must have, 
the preference. 

It is my firm impression, that in every 
instance where the uterine dilatation isade- 
ijuate, and where the head presents, whe- 
ther above or below lite brim, that forceps, 
long or short, should he used, in preference i 
to turning, a.<i, by tills last methcKl, an ex- 
tenaionof the rent is ineTUabh-. 

When the fa>tus completely pusses from 
the uterine into the abdominul cavity, two 
modes of lelief have been resorted to : first, 
to accomplish the delivery by the nAturai 
passage: and, secondly , by the section of 
the abdc/miual parietes, or gastroiomy, as it 
is termed. Let us now consider which of 
these merits the preference, in regard to 
the first, it is proper to state, that unless 
the accident has been attended by profuse 
hatmorrha^e, the uterus, and coniMnsuentlv 
the rent, except it be in the cervix, will, in 
a few hours, contract so greatly, that tlu^ 
practitioner can ueiiher introduce the hand 
through the oj thtea, nor the laceration, 
without some degree of force, and conse- 
i^uent extension of the latter opening. 
'I’here are sevcrnl wf jl-aulhenticated cases, 
wliere the ffrtusl nt the lapse of a conaider- 
able |M*riod even, had been brought through 
fhe breach into ♦he ulenss, nnd extracted fmr 
ret»mvn. In one nf ihene, in which the late 
celebrated Dr, W. ILuiter was concernHl, 
the fmtas had been ai lowed to reiiiaia among 
the alxhimiTin! viscera for three day's bt;f«re 
if taras withdrawn, Mr. Goldion, in his 
pamphlet on this subject, j elutes a case 
vVliere the f r tus was not removed from liie 
abdomen for twenty-four hours after th*' 
jKiicident. ,^s Dr. lltJtiler’s patient lived for 
upwartls of three weeks after her delivery, 


to her owm imprudence — and as there are 
also several enses recorded, where the hetus 
continued iit the abdominal cavity for many 
years with comparatively little inconveni- 
ence to the patient, wlio enjoyed good 
health, got rid of the retained fictua by 
suppuration, and ultimately wcovered; or 
who, while the extra-uterine fmtus was still 
retained, conceived several times— it has 
been recommended when fhe feetus baa been 
ejected by the uterus into the cavity of the 
abdomen, to leave matlert to nature. As 
U) the practice of extracting the tfmtus by 
the, natural pa.HSage when extra-uterine, 1 
regret to say that it has been ao uusuccess- 
fui, as completely to discourage us from 
attempting it, since every woman, in w'hom 
it was followed, whether late or early after 
the accident, has died. If there be any 
example recorded, where the hvtus was ex- 
tracted from among the viscera of the abdo- 
men with ultimate sucress to the parent, I 
i strongly «us}»ect that the rent was not in the 
jbody, but in the cervix of the uterus, or 
I upper port of the vagina, for these part* are 
not endowed with so much contnirtilily ns 
the body of the uterus, nor is laceration of 
them at all so dangerous to the puticni. 
Professor James Hamilton of medicine and 
midwifery in this Lniversitv, relates among 
his Select f ases, published io 179'i, one, 
in w'hkli be soys that he removed a foetus 
Irom among the abdominal viscera, and that 
the mother recovered. Now, 1 know that 
some weuk-lu aded jieople are iiudined to be 
I a little scejjtical regarding this caae, because 
all others of the kind have been fatal ; but 
j ibi# merely proves that every praciitjouer 
; is not equally dextt»rous; and if the fii-ius 
j were by any chiniee to burst in to the ui tnary 
; hladdcr, what would hinder the professor 
from extracting it jxrr iiret^'rom, bv means of 
i Sir A»tU»y Cooper’s forc.epal (A laugh ! ) To 
I me, such a cusc w'ouid not appear half so 
■extraordinary as another which the ]‘to- 
fessor is nccustomed to relaio, where a 
woman, in iJip latter months of ]m*gnancv, 
B«ppi>rted for a foritiighi, tin* fn/bog im of 
a large cliatnber-fmt full of IiIikhI daily, nnd 
»l last <Jied. Secondly, altlwugh thf» fafus 
whew ejected among the ulxiomtnnl viscera 
has been, at Home future period, sui cessfully 
liiMcburged from the living body bv «h*res», 
yet lion fortunate tennination would not 
justify us in leaving such a case to nature, 
Hince a far graaler number of patients ao 
cirriimstanoed, have sunk under the most 
painful aarl protracted sufierings, Anti^ 
laatly, in regard to thoae mdividoala wha^ 
we are informed, conceived during lb« nt* 
tentinu of the lictua, your own good MHBie 
must teach you, that such oaaci ar« fit too 
marvelloti* for belief, 
liaatrotomy, the sucond mode ol feltef^ 


and then, a« it waa siipjKMiKd, fell a vicUin from itn war reacwbhince to lh« C«iiriia 
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oporatton, is a formidable expedient ; yet 
it would seem that many women who «ub- 
znitted to it have had a complete recovery, 
even when it wa* performed at the lapse of 
many hours after the uterus had been lace- 
iftted. The first well-authetiticated case in 
which it was attcoessful, is to be found in 
the third volume of the Joum. de Med. for 
1760 ; the fostus was still bom. Yon will 
find in the secoiid volume of the Pathol. 
Chirurg:., the case of a woman who had been 
twice successfully operated on ; the second 
time, the ftFiua continued to live for half an 
hour after its extraction from amonp the 
viscera. In the second volume of the 
(Quarterly .louriial of Foreign Med., there is 
a case ill W’hich the operation proved suc- 
cessful to the parent, uUhough it had not 
been performed for twelve hours after the | 
accident. And, in the first Number of the j 
Kdinb. Jouru. of Med. Science, p. it 8, there 
is a fifth operation, by which both mother I 
and child were saved. From the result of j 
gastrotoroy in these five cases, or at least | 
operations, when the extraction of the _ 
foetus from among ihv abdominal viscera ! 
has not been atttnipU’d immediately after i 
the accident, Uie preference must certainly i 
be giveu to the section of the abdominal i 
jrarietes ; and the same practice must be j 
adopted, when the foetua it ejected among- 
vli© intestines, before the uterine aperture 
is sulfk;i<-ntly dilated to receive the hand of 
tlie prnctitioner, with a view" to tlie opera- 
tion of turning. In a ease where a con- , 
siderable quimtity of blood, or Liquor amnii, I 
haw lictm elfused into the cavity of the ab- 
domen, gastrotojuy, by atiurding an outlet | 
to these matters, w ill he attended with fur- i 
ther advantages to the patient. Once niore 
let me remind you that wdien this oi»eraiion 
is thought uecemry, it must be performed 
with UN little lielay a* }M>s»ihW. 

Where, after thi* removal of the feetus, a 
[>orti<m of iiUCatine iaainuates itself into the 
uterus, and where this organ has coutrarted 
so much that it cannot receive the hand to i 
reduce* the intestiuo. I'igrai, the friend and 
favourite pupil of Ambrose Pare, recom- 
mended gastrotomy t and 1 think his recom- 
nieiidtttion must he acted on, for T see no 
other way hv w hlch, in such c^s, the obiect 
of the priuniiiurier can be attained. These, 
however, are desperate cases ; and, generally, 
we may not be aware of the nature of the 
patient's complaint during life, Baudelocque 
relates a case, wdiich, much to his credit, he 
does not believo himself, wh< re one of his 
COuntrynuMi, three days after the accident, 
latrodured his hand, aruied with a bistoury, 
into the. uterus, enlargoil the rent, and re* 
duoetl the intestine. But if any pan of this 
statement be correct, the laceration must 
littvs haan in the vagina, and not inutero. 
To prevent strangulation of the iuteatino by 


tha uterus, 1 would recommend that, after 
the delivery, the hand should ba Intro* 
dneed and retained in ftiis organ, nntii it is 
properly contracted. 

Finally, as in a few females who raotrrared 
from rapture of the uterus, the like aeddont 
has recurred in their succeeding labour ; it 
was first proposed in 1709, by Dr. Douglas 
of London, to extract tiie foetus by the feet 
in the subsequent labours of such indi- 
viduals, to prevent the action of the uterus 
being violentlyilxcited. This I coneaive 
to be a wise measure, and one which has 
since lieen successfully followed by Dr. 
Douglas, and other gentlemen ; but if the 
: head f>e far advanced through the brim be* 
I fore we are called, or the pelvis narrow, 
■ this practice cannot be adopted* 
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ORGANIC MATKRTAUTY OF THE MIND; 

The Immateriality of the Smd, and the Nen- 
iilerUity of the Tw, 

Bv G. D. DERMO'iT, Esq. 

BrruiiF. I commence this subject, it must 
be fully understood, (and, in fact, in the 
course of reading it will be clearly seen,) 
that my seniimenu do not at all tally with 
those of Drs. Gall and Spurzheim. 

1 feel completely convinced, that the cor- 
tical part of the substance of the brain is 
only subservient to the medullary part, in- 
ttsmuclt as the former is the seal of birth to 
certain qualities, which afterwarda become 
difi’used or circulated through the medullary 
part of the brain, and eyen nervous system, 
wild ill which their efiVctS become perfectly 
developd ; hence it is the medullary part 
i of the brain to which my observations refer, 

I and which possesses alt the diatiuguiidiing 
! living propfnit?s peculiar to the brain, as 
I living brain. 

1 know Uiat there are certain maasea or 
portions of the brain, individually poaseaa- 
ing their peculiar {)ropertiyi or functiona ; 
thus there is one particular portion of the 
biain w"hieh is the region of perception, 
another the region of tlionght, another for 
nierooTv, and another for judgment; for, 
we take away the cerebrum, aod we take 
away at once the perception, thought, and 
memory ; we take away the cerabelluni, 
(without Uie cerebrum, > and we take away 
the judgment ; this is a fact fully eslabliahod 
by M. Fioureus and Professor llolaado, be- 
cause these aettons (wsniaf, as tliey are oom<* 



40 


MR. DERMOTT ON MATERIALn’Y 


jnaaly called*) trc aotliing else tliaa the all the aniaial function# are coitespoadenily 
orgmle functions of tht*»o sercral parts of debilitated ; and if wo unttaturally excite 
the bra»u, as it ia llio peculiar living or Or- the sanguineous system* the aiumal fune- 
ganic function of ilie stomach to digest ; for. tioQS are correspondently deranged. I need 
by taking away the latter, we take away the not aay how' much theae effecta are seen in 
function of digestion, uud we should simply the brain; now, by exciting the circulation 
produce this etfect, if we could doit without in the brain, the nervous energy* of the 
producing injury to the netrous or vascular brain is invigorated, i. e. its functtoiti, 
systatus, or ilie system at large, by breaking or mental powera are quickened ; if the 
the harmony wbicli must be uaturailv exist- velocity of the circulation be increased 
ing between the functions of the different to a greater degree, then eoma, or part- 
viscera to constitute s |>erf<l§r body. lysis of the brain, will he produced by Idle 

It is in vain to state, ttiai what 1 have mecltauical pressure of the dilated vessels 
now ventured to affirm k untrue, upn the on the substance of the brain, or Uie «f- 
K/eogUiofan ss»um]>tioo fmiioleduponigno- fusion of serum; on the Odntmy, if the 
rauce sod prejudice, add frequently made — natural strength of the circulation ismate- 
llist the meotal properties arc totally' diffe- riaily jessened, and along with tJmt, ss a 
rent from the knoivn properties, and ail necessary consequence, the energy of Urn 
established ideas of matter, l or our ideas nervous system, the arteries of the brain, 
are founded upon our knowledge of dmi or aiong mth all the oUter viacers, become 
fjiorgcmic matter, to whit h* and theology, the proportionalh' weakened; the mind be- 
dirinea, and every sensible man not con- conies iinbecile, the aecemry hsmony be- 
nected with our profession, should confine tween the functions of the diderent parts ot 
their speculations. On the contrary the | the brain, probably becomes perverted the 
knowledge and pursuits of the properties of i thoughts falter with the tongue, nay, more, 
organic matter, or animal life, i» a know* | if auimid depression siill g<>e5i on, iasotion 
ledge of itself; organic life having proper- ! supervenes, and the brain, U5 a cominoneut 
ties so totally diderent from iuorgauic mat- ! part of the animal sy*>tern, become# inactive, 
ter, that our ideas as to the nature of the and syncope is succeeded by death ; tlie 
former, mu^jl not lx* at all lashioiied by those mind is gone— gone with the power of di- 
as to the nature of the latter ; hence, what is gei>tion— with the power of chyliJicalion— > 
demonstration to s physiologist, cnniioi In? with the power of sanguificttiitm— with 
conceived to be clear demonstration to n the power of resjjirat ion, kc., because, the 
divine, unless that divine has an elaborate proximate cause wai itself the orgauic sc- 
and an unnecessary degree of insight into lion of the brain, and properties inherent 
the nature of physiology '• for instance, who in their different portions, as living parts. 
w*oukl suppose a priori, judging merely But to take iip the argument on fresh 
from the propertif-H of deal matter, that it ] grounds, it is undoubtedly tUo peculiar 
could be the peculiar living |»n)perly of the | living property of the nerves to fuel, i. e, a 
stomach to carry on the incompreheasible ; property of organic matter ; and by the dis- 
function of digfbtio.'i ; for the intoiliind trihution of which through the differcut 
canal to he one of the chief means of msk- parts of the body, every part is poss^rssed 
iog blood ; for the urteiies lobe /ivm^ tubes, with seiiftrttion, and carries on iu just 
asid for these living tubes to bo circulating a actions, and by which peculiar, living, mate- 
living fluid, to be producing equally mcoin. ria! properly existing m the tttrvei, all sen- 
preliensibie eflV^cu on every part of tin sations and imprcBsion# are conveyed frohi 
body ; and again, lor the nervi s to be pus- the diffeiciii parts of lha body to the brain, 
aessed with peculiar sensihiiaies and hung this (which is a property of matifr it must 
powers, so betmtifully shown by Hell and he ur.def&i<KKi ; produces ywrcfufuJii of the 
Mageudie ; and again, for t!m brain to be sens.-itijin -it m'Krs the action of percep- 


j>0««t;Sdjni.' the organic fooctioiis, which have tion in .some part of the bruin; now ihiH 
bilherto bcett invaiiuhly d»*uoniuiut«d Uieu- at;lion of percrpuou niust Ix' un action c/' 
tab If fut tiier proof were wauling, than tiic broMg mtUttr, (o Im pmjfxcrd hij the mtiHititui 
lictuil abstraciimi o( the ccriaia p/.rtions of thus conveyed to the liruai by the nerves, 
the brain, as to tin- identity iff iunctiou fd i. e. t.-my must he botli material, heenuse 
certttio parti of the bin:u, J tiw-^iit only ob- mmerial and tfurilual ihings are so diffe- 
«erve, that lbs cerebral, ur mcnttel fuiicti-ms, rent and iocompstible, that one would not 
are, by every jo rsun, seen if> be as inti- he the duect effect of the other, ur iho 
maiely awKiiaU'd with th;; >ysieio at large two principles could not bt* so exiiiiug cu- 
lt* the organic Mof tjoa ol any other vis-os. temporally, and in a coeval slate of lieveiop- 
If we dcraut'e tiie ftiomach, the lungs may he ment, in ihe same viacus. The same may iMii 
sympuihetiCaiiy nflc! u*d by liic iailucntc of said of thought, which is the immealita 

tilt par vaguiii ; if we dt-iange the lung.i, — . . 

the stomach may l»e leversely afh'ctcd ; if * 1 tali it iiervou* energy, or ittllttCmcc# 
wu lessen the neivou* energy of the sysunu, fur rcasua* I shall liereftfier show* . 
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sequence or 'p«rce{vtiQn, «nd, tberelbre» not 
iminaterial ; and the ssme may be ssid of 
memory, of judgment, and of all othef men* 
tal operations, the aeqiieooea of the last 
luentioned. If we look, on the other hand, 

to comparative anatomy* 1 have very 
considerable, and* 1 think, incontrovertible 
fact# to ittpyKirt my doctrine. In tha most 
]>e^fsct animidt, where the senses are the 
inoft numerous and perfect, we have nerves 
extending between them and certain me- 
dullary portions in the lower part of the 
cerebrum : and so that there is a medullary 
mats of the bviin corresponding to, and 
continuous wUh (through the medium of 
the medullary part of tlie nerves) an indi- 
vidual sense ; and we have tlie intellectual ' 
part, or the higher part of the brain, corres- 
ponding in aiae, so as to be coinioensuraie 
ill its development with the understanding, 
and with the necessities for these seuses 
thus numerous aud perfect. I'his is the 
state of man , wdiose brain and luiud*^ are most 
perfect. As we look through the inferior 
gradations, and ass we are proceeding lower, 
we shall find that ah, or most, of the senses 
become less jwrfeci or leas numerous ; here 
the corresponding parts of tl»e brain are less 
developed, or as the senses become fewer, 
so the eorros|>o»djng parts to the senses in 
the brain will be necessarily fewer} in a 
ratio to these, defects, the intellectual or 
mental part of the brain, as it may be 
termed, will be less in siae, because there 
are fewer agents, or fewer senses, to excite 
the sensitive mass into action, and its 
operations are propiTtiouatcIy more limited, 
bearing a parity > ufa the senses, and the 
necciisilies of the auimal. In aiiimata still 
lower, wo may have a very imperfect system 
of nerves, and a corrert}>oiulingly imperfect 
hraui surrounding the top of the msopbagus. 
in the form of a large gnngUou, but this 
i.s only commt^Surate with the comparuiive 
non-comptetty in the frame of tlie animal 
at large, and its loss necessitous condition. 
If we go still lower, wc find the senHilive or 
nervous csbence pervading the polypus, like 
BO many grunules or sjsats ; nay. if w'e go 
still lower, we have u symptom of this es^ 
M>iice existin:; iu n luoilijunl slate , in cltise 
a::s{K'iiition with Uie or'^unsxation of the 
miisitive plant. Hut to review the siaie- 
nient tliat 1 have just made, for the purpose 
of showing that oil onimoh have, more 
nr less, a wiind.— '(’hy training ot the dog, 
the hieiiking-in of tlie horse, und the laugU- 

* For there is no reason why the term 
mind may not be applied to the* fuucUonul 
(iptrutions of the brain, taking them as a 
«;la$a of Operations to distinguish them from 
the aporaiiaus of digestiou, chvhHca* 


able feato of the elephant, are the education 
oljthese animals, and no system of education 
cot^ possibly be carried into effect, without 
a mind to work upon, or in which that ia to 
he inculcated. A man strikes a horsey he 
feels the pain produced by the impression 
of the whip on his hack, that impression is 
conveyed from the part, through Uie medium 
of the nerves, to the brain ; the impres- 
sion begets perception, perception excites 
tlioiight, thought excites memory ;• he re- 
collects wimt ha4||h^s been taught — the whip 
excites ; his judgment then teaches him to 
direct an impulse, through the medium of 
the moving nerves, to the voluntary muscles, 
for the puTpos?’ of quickening his pace. A 
horse knows hia way to his master's stable ; 
this is by dint of memory, or, what is the 
same thing, by his education. But I will 
ask any philosopher or divine, can this ele- 
phant, this horse, this dog — nay, we vrill 
say, a spider, a lixard, a snake, or a cockle, 
be possessed with an mmortal mul ; and if 
so, (for w e have undeniable proofs that all 
nature is imperfect, and, consequently, that 
animals partook of the fall of Adam along 
with man,) — fi»sooth, by parity of rea- 
soning, if we consider God just, which 
ihe certainly is,— these should all have a 
bible — a revelation— ministers— religions — 
and a future state ; but such an economy 
would be an unmerciful exlnfragance in the 
Creator, and would be derogatory to all the 
attributes of the Deity, as well as the dig- 
nity of man, isamrtttl to bt “ after his ount 
I itnfige.'* As auch a principle as a soul is un- 
I deniably acknowledged — is it not, I would 
I say, an absurdity to suppose, that the laat- 
I noentioDfd passage in scripture refers to any 
thing else * I fa spiritual ]»ri«ciple does exist, 
it must he totally different from matter, and 
incompatible with matter , in a certain sense ; 
i. e. organic matter could not have its opera- 
tions fully developed cotemporallu wiUi those 
of the immaterial priuciple, the soul, in liie 
siiiue frame, or we should necessarily know 
more of the exact properties of the tcml, or 
the natui'e of spiritual thiDgs. As long as 
organic life continues, so Iona, 1 maintain, 
the soul must remain dormani ; but, on tlie 
other hand, ns eooii as the life of the body 
ceases, so soon the soul enters into astateof 
development, or into a state of actual (I 
may say sensible I existence ; hecttuslil^ as 
wt* lire taus'ht, it is intended for a ajdntuul 
world ; material avd spiritunl things cannot 
be existing; iu a stato ; f isitiinau oi^sociation, 
because they imisi he os difu-reni in nature 
as two extremes can jumibiy he ; and, 
coiJJe»pnMitly. their state of sensible co- 
existence would be iucom puli bit', aud their 


V For memsuy i:* only the accumiilatioii 
of past thoughts, or past ideas. 
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ttniott of fonctioa ftn impossibility ; wo the commands held oot by the doctrines of 
know DOlhing of the spiritual world; lot his barbarous religion ; this man, till biitiog 
difines and philosophers say what they porfomtod those duties, will feel an iuward 
please, we only gather, and never ahalt dictation, from the knowledge of tlie known 
gather any more, by researches into humsn tenets of hia religion, that he had not per- 
knowledge, than that the works of nature formed those things which rendered him, iii 
are wonderful, and carried on by a concate- the eyes of his surrounding fellow-barba- 
nation of cause and eflect, and that there rians, equalin virtue to most of the rest of 
must be a great and almighty first cause, or, | them ; or lie would, perhaps, be regarded 
in other words, an omnipotent creator,~a; in an immoral point of view by hia fellow- 
God. Man gathers his religion from other •countrymen, more especially if he had not 
sources than the natural cibation — the Bible; acted with his wonted bravery when cer- 
and revelation, for faith is declared by our i tain opportunities oilered; he would feel 
established church, to be the “foundation of j degraded, restless, unhappy; or, more de- 
our religion if the Bible is true — if revela- cidedly speaking, his mueunct (fashioned 
tion is true, as is acknowledged— if these ! by his barbarous biilh and education,) 
are sent by the Almighty* as our sources for i would condemn him till he had fulfilled 
religious information, and as means on which ; those duties. But, on the other hand, we, 
we are to place implicit dependence, it ; bred in a civilised and Christian nation, 
would be both unjust and irrational to seek j have our ideas of right ami wrong— our 
out for sinister evidences, with the view i judgment — that is to say, our ctMurience— 
of supjiorting the imagined deficiences of j tashionod altogether by the train of tliiuk- 
the former ;Jn short, although it is for ! ing our minds have been subject to in the 
man’s good to believe in tlie exi.%tence of a I course of this religious (Airisiiaii educotion, 
future, spiritual world, and it would be! — we take the dotnnnes of our religion as a 
daring folly in a person to deny it, because scale— as a means of judging belw’een right 
he oaunot comprelieud its nature, and im- and wrong— of deiermining the duties that 
pious, as well as ignorant, in the extreme, to ought to be peTtonned by man; and the 
treat such a thing with ridicule ; yet he comparative merit wliich each man has for 
only knows the nistffice of such a thing ! scrupulously adhering to the principles 
upon the strength of the testimony of i which have been taught him fur the repu- 
scripture, butwe know nothing accurately ! tatiaii of his character, nod the rom|iarB- 
ts to the nature of a future state, nor have | live demerits also of others. H e condemn 
we any conception whatever as to the nu- j a man for murder ; but 8Up|K»iug u people 
ture of spirits, nor can any human language j existing ptmsessed with aucb a religion ns 
convey to the mind any just idea as to | il»e one lirst alluded to— tftsy would coiuleum 
their nature, or us to the properties with { a man foi perpetrating so niurdcr, and huiU 
which they may be endowed, because our 1 might be considered, (belonging to these 
language is not calculated for a spiritual i two very different nations,) under these dif- 
existence, but is appropiiated precisely aud \ fereol circumstances of birth and educnlitm, 
solely to express our ideas of matter around ■ equally guilty ; both might feel eifwUy «oi* 
us in this material world ; and, therefore, 1 jumew/ in their tttinJii and both wigiit have 
hold, as spirit and luatler are so totally difie- j entailed upon them, by tlm sentence of ilie 
rent, that even the widest extremes, or the i laws of the two nations, a great punishment, 
most elaborate composition of our language, in consequence of their supposed immora- 
which refers to mailer, should never bellitv. 

attempted to be used Uj express the nalurel 1 only wish to prove, by the above- 
of spiritual ibings, because we have neither meotioned supposition, tiiut c^nucience h 
language nor ideas so to do. totally a relative term, a sensibility of the 

We do every thing from breeding and mind, an impulse dictatory to iIib mint!, 
education, and without whicb there would as to what is rigiit and what ia wrong ; 
be neither conwieuce or judgment; or, which inward monitor is only the produc- 
tliat is, a knowledge of knowing what is tion of an accumniulation of knowledge 
doing right, or wiiat is doing wrong, for or known facts and d^Ktrines, or entirely 
instance, suppost; a mau brought up in a the efl’ert of education : in fine, conscience 
barbarous state, and in a distant country, is knowledge — knowledge is cnnscience. 
and Bupjrtjsiug it were in accordance with Gonceive a wan 8e|ittraied from the world 
the iwlitical aud religiou.s laws of that altogether from the very moment of his 
country, that a man, to prove himself va- birth, that he had a commuuiciition with no 
liant and virtuouH. (for virtue, according to human being, that it was possible for him 
the notions of barbarmnn, t onsists of brutal to be brouglit up and fed abstractedly from 
courage,) should of neces'iiiy per|ietiaio tbe world,— that roan ivimld )iav© no more 
u certain number of murders, aud shouid b« knowledge, no more language, no more 
in possession of llie heads of lus victims, as conscience, than a beast ; he would natu* 
tropides to testify his haring consuiiuiiated rally, but uncooftcioualy, possetui bU the 
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l»oweri of a man, but which powera litd not 
been brought into action: ** it >■ cdueation 
that forma the mind,’* or, W'hat ia nearly the 
same thing, calls it into action. 

'I here is one more obserration I would 
make, before X close this paper, as to the 
constitutional or original capacity of men to 
attain diU'erent degrees of knowledge and 
mentnl excellence. 1 maintain, that all 
meirs brnioa are not born alike, any more 
than their hands, their feet, or other organs ; ; 
t. r. as there are constitutional peculiari* i 
ties” in men, speaking of their bodies in a I 
general manner, so there are functional pe- j 
ouliarities of ^rticulnr parts ; — one man’s • 
stomach may natuinlly digest better than! 
another’s; one man's liver may produce a | 
greater secretion of bile than another’s-— i 
one man’s kidney may secrete a greater! 
quantity of waterthan another’s; one man’s! 
circulation may be naturally quicker than | 
another’s; some men’s nemna sensibility 
may be more acute than othcir’s ; — end some 
men's (for I believe litat they are but one 
living principle under dilFerent modihca* 
tiuns,) cereUral sensibility is greater than 
that of others. In other words — Uie pow- 
ers of the mind, (the brain,} are greater; 
one man, wliere the animal functions are 
carried on constitutionally slow , shall, per- 
haps, naturally huve a dull percei^' - u, and 
a slow succef lon of thoughts, indicated by 
a slownesr A' animal action, his thoughts 
never rising above the bounds of roetlio* j 
crity, or scaiTcly equalling them; another! 
man shall naturmly have lus functions car* 
ried ou with a much greater celerity — he! 
.sliall he quick in his perception, shall be ■ 
the Bubject of a rapid succession of thoughts, 
much mure numerous, and much more vigo- 
rous in their creation, than in the preceding 
case; in fact, the brain shall ciury on its 
funciioris with twice ihu vigour, which shall 
open to the mind a boundless imagery, 
and which may be accompanied by the 
finest and most effective figures of speech. 

1 believe, tlieti , that although all men’s 
Titim/s mrf/uh/ji uf thinking, are Jushioned 
by education, and commuuicatiou with peo- 
ple around them ; yet there are diffe- 
teui es existing u» to the waturoi powers of 
mind. I hus, I believe that Sir Isoac New- 
ton might have had origiuuUy, previous to 
his receiving any degree of education, a 
mind more adapted for the prosecution of 
Ilia elaborate philosophical researches, than 
an ignorant clotvn who follow's the plough. 
1 believe also, that different degrees of in- 
tellect are observed in all classes, from the 
highest rank in society down to the lowest. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


ON BRONCHIAL VESSELS IN TlfF. FtETUB OP 
MAAXMALIA AND BIRllS. 

In Oken'g Isis for 1827 and 1828, and in 
MeckeVs y^rehiv, for J827, there is a descrip- 
tion of bronchial vessels which have been 
discovered in th^mtus of birds and mam- 
malia. We giv A detailed account of this 
discovery, which will be the more interest- 
ing, as, in many respects, it conbitds the 
ideas of M. Kilian wdth regard to foiial cir- 
culation, (vide Ncl of The Lancet.) 
It is, at the same time, another remarkable 
proof of the ingenious theory, that the em- 
bryo of higher animals, during its develop- 
ment, goes through the type of those for- 
mations which form the anatomical charac- 
i ter of the lower animals. 

Malpighi first observed, that the aorta in 
i the incubated egg. divides into three 
! branches, which afterwards unite again, and 
then represent the aorta desceudens. This 
• was confirmed by Bojanus and Pander. 
Hathke, of l>anUic, and Professor Huschke, 
of lena, discovered, that from the third to 
the aev'enth day of iocubation, on each 
1 side of the neck three fissures are visible, 

I which lead into the (esophagus, and thus 
exactly correspond to the branchial •|>er- 
tures in fishes. "I'lie highest is the largest, 
and the lowest is the smallest of the three. 
The gelatinous musses between them are to 
be considered as bronchial nrehes, and it is 
very probable, thot the uppermost is the 
: rudimeut of the lower jaw, and the lowest 
I that of the os hyoides. It apjw^ars further, 
from the observations of MM. Huschke and 
Uatlike, that instead of the three brandies 
formed by Malpighi, tVie aorta sends a 
branch to each of the lateral apertures, ao 
that there are altogether six vessels going 
from the aorta. On the 4tli day, the higbeat 
hrondiinl artery divides into two branches, 
one anteriorly, which is the future carotid, 
the other posteriorly, w'bich anastomoses 
with the next bronchial vessel. This and 
the third bronchial artery also anastomose, 
and the union of all three with those of the 
other side, form the trunk of the aorta de- 
sreudens. No other ramificaliona seeitt td 
rake place from the bronchia) vessels. On 
the .’rth and oth day the. bronchial apertures 
begin to contract, and, at the same time, 
the vessels undergo some very important 
changes. The third broncliial artery of the 
left side, which from the beginning was the 
smallest of all, disappears : that of the right 
side remains, but censes to anastomose 
with the middle bronchia) artery, and be- 
comes the future right pulmonary artery , 
the left being formed by the middle bron- 
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dual artery of the left side. The middle 
vessel of the right side loses its connexion 
with all the vesselsj, exccjit with the aorta 
dcscendens, and thus hums the arcus uortaj. 
The highest bronchial arteries cease to com- 
municate with the middle hraiiches, and. he- 
roine the future itinuminuta. J>uriijg this 
inetoinor|vbosis, the trunk of the aorta ascen* 
dens is gradually shorlt ncd ; do* left mid- 
dle and right Uurd hrtinchial arteries thus 
approach moreaud more to each other, and, 
lastly, haviiig united co^TE'tely. form the 
trunk of the pulmouaTv ni tery , the innomi- 
natro (origiiiuUy the highrsi hrouel.iul arte- 
ries) also approach ‘'vuduaSiy, till they at 
last become branches o,f the arct’-s aortiv, 
formerly the right luitUllu bronchial artery. 
Thus, according to tliese discoveries, the 
whole arteiiul metamor[thc.sia corresponds 
eiacily with that visible in several amphi- 
bia, especially in the Batraclui. I'ue oh- 
servations on the incub.ited c'gg were fol- 
lowed up bv the examination (T the fo-tal 
pig at a very eaily period, and the fissures 
at the side of liie neck were distinctly seen, 
as from the similarity which obtains be- 
tween the arterial arrangement of the prin- 
cipal arteries in birds ami mainnuilia, might 
have been anticipated. 'Die only difVerente 
seems to exist with regard to situation, as, 
in birds, tlie a utu descendens lit > on the ; 
right side of llie asophauus. ai d in main- ; 
maliaou the left ; in the hitter, the middle' 
left broucliial artery will couseijueniiy re- 
present that of the right side in birds. 
The ductus arteriosu.s iu manmialia, 1.1 the I 
remains of the aiiastom; sis betwi en tiie 
mitldlir aud third hronchiul rrteriea of the 
left side ; in i;ird>, it is tlie sum'- on the 
right suie. 'i'lie ncc; s-sorv ductus art -riosus 
iu bird.^, is, originally. t!< 1 a;.ai%l.on:osis of 
the bronchial trunk hi ijind the ar-ophagtis. 
After the 7 th diyy, every trace of the bron- 
chial hssuic.^ has diMip!;»’!ireii. 

In Meckel's Arriov. of IBiT, I’rofessr r 
liaer, of Kcnigfherg, make.i i^ un-e very ime- 
reating renuuas < n t!«' hrondnul ve.ssel.'* in 
the fatus 01 Idrd,'^ ami 

At the eaihh*!;! |.e;i- ds, no hivUichiu! ' 
nperlurt'S are f.-und in the liumim fu jus ; | 
they do not ap!>e!tr In h.re i»,e fifilj o« i 
sixth wnek. Ai thi» time there are three | 
Assures \vh;(.:l, lead into I’m- u'Koj h-je’.jpt, und | 
tfri'iich canri'';; he i: -sf overed extemaliv ; j 
they' beconse. ! ov.ijver, very d;istii’r?. if thn : 
I'dternl poriion o: ilu- n* rk. v:/.., tl.ut part of; 
it which lay> hel’.oi- i;,/ i.r>t. a^ertcre, am! ; 

which cover.'' ;1 and tl.e i.lted U’e am! j 

drawn Iowan: - the hn-.-ii. '1 In-v atn,r.{M-,^verv 1 
well seen, ii toe iCMod-jigas is (.jiened. It ; 
seems, even, us iftloem were ilm .aju-runes, | 
hut ri'*t at. the t,at:e> t uie, l.acii of the i 
hroncliiul ve; ;s( Ijs *( nd; a hravf-li to fonii the 
aorta de-cemlens. 1 ;,' ihf- i.ecuhntril c :g,on 
the ihini day vt im ul. :i.iii.n, fo.ir laatubr 


arches are visible on each aide, which an- 
teriorly emne from the hulbua Bortti', atul 
posteriorly comjmse the aorta descendena. 
Tht’Se vascular iirches are gradually iormed *, 
the highest begiiiH to appear about the mid* 
die of tlie .second day. On the commence- 
men! of the third duv, tlic fourth bronchial 
arch is very small, at tho Sitttt© time tho 
ti.ssnres between the arches become very 
distinct; that above (he highest bronchial 
jarth js tlie exit of the rcsophagna. lb© 

: meatus uudiiorius externos is formed on tbn 
i Ath and (itli days, and liua no communicution 
iwith any of the Iksures. During the lid 
uml nil days, the hronchiid apertures enlarge 
I more and more ; the highest vascular arch, 

: frem which at this tune the curotid has 
'ftri.s- n, begins to di.9aj>penr. anil is. laslh', 

I olditerated entirely, and the caroiiti is sup- 
I plied w'iili blood from the next bronchial 
j vessels. After tlie complete disappearance 
I of ilio highest arch, a fifth is fornu d under 
; the fourth, 'flu* second bronchial aperture 
I begins also to decrease, and is, on the lifih 
(iay, closed by tlie increased depoaitiou of 
gelatinous matter, wluh* the third ami iuurlh 
enlarge more ami more. I'rom the end of 
the fifth day, the other f. .sisres become niso 
gradually fiiicd up by organised nuilter, and, 

I at tlie .same time, a very remarkable rnetu- 
moridiosis takes place in (he heart and the 
hulbuft aor!;e. In tlie foimei, which, until 
this period, was a simple cavity, tiie septum 
is forming, by means of whit'h iht' blood ia 
mure and more divnli d : in this nianner a 
double current of hlocd begins to ruke place, 
till at last, iio'tend <d' the single vessel, 
which exispal hillu rl >, two seguiri.te cntialK 
are (.irined, w i ieh n ioeM nt the aorta mul 
the trunk of llo* j uhnonsiry artery; at (he 
same time tlm bronctual fr^sureH uve cio.sed 
^ the vmuular arches are shortened, and 
; gratiu.-iihy retract inio the thotaric eaviiy. 

I After the (omph'te ohliteroiiou of the iw‘o 
! high.e.'.t hronchiid vetist's »>u tbe fifth day, 
tlu'ee vasei.h.r tuciics at© left on each 
sith . 'fl.e 'nintMl. the cuner.r <,{ v'liich 
: is perfectly (hv.ti.'d at riiis pi iied, is dis- 
tri'o.’ted in tlie fulhnvmg nianner: — from 
tl:C‘ ri":a cavity i f ’lo* le :.lt it [lasseH 
intfi the lov-rst h: re vi ■'.‘•el et each 
^.tle, and int's ;!:e mn.iii at'e i v id the left 
side, the bhx'd (d the leit citvny got 8 into 
the hii'lK st bi':,n< hial vessel of ♦ m U side, 
and th.e niu! lie arte: v of the right side. 

I he lowei t h: :nel;!;'! ui t 'ly of (he leit t>ide 
heiio' griidiifiily td liti viiied, iu:d the hluod 
!>;' the re.di? c vi?y i;i eiorled into the lowest 
!irt( ry of the i , and tl.e middle artery 
‘It the left fiid'-, t he latter of whit h waa tm- 
gii.iilly the Jhurth. TLir. dircctif.n of this 
h'ii'te!, it iippcaiH, is foiuud entirely on (ho 
( hi.i! ,t K V. hiel; ti t' hmirl e.mic igoes in anii* 
Inmicid nri'ui ; t ti ent, ttnu on UMutof tOta- 
t.on iu ilrt 0 .:;-. rent j-art . 
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The further development of the arteries jtient was evidently very near her dissolu- 
corresponds exactly with tlie deacription Uion, when one of the assistants began to 
given by MM, Huschke and Rathke. lie- ! compress the abdominal ^orta by external 
Seated examinations of the ftrtal pig and | pressure on the abdomen. The hamor- 
dog, as well as of the human fetus, have rhage was sUid almost instantly, and the pa- 
convinced Professor Boer, that in llie fetus j tient very slowly recovered.— (Fide Skbold's 
of mammalia, the process of arterial meta- ! Journ,, Oitbuiiahuelfe, ^fc.) 
morphosia takes place in the manner asl ” 

observed in the incubated egg. hemarkable case op poisoniko with 


UTERINE H*MOn RHAGE. ! 

The introduction of tlie hand into tlie 
nterns is a very general practice in those 
oases of uterine hjrmorrhage which occur 
soon after delivery, and depend principally 
on a complete atony of the uterine fibres ; 
it is hut too well known how often our pur- 
ose of exciting coutructiou fails, and in 
ow short a time the patient, in spite of all 
our endeavours, will sink under the effects 
of depletion, in such alarming cases, 
Plourquet first recommended pressure on 
the abdominal aorta through the parietes of 
the uterus, or by pressing on the belly ; we 
think that the following cases will impre ss 
our readers with a favourable opinion of the 
practice. 

Dr. Eichelhcrger was called to a lady 
who had been attacked very soon after de- 
livery with profuse h«morrhage ; he found 
her almost swimming in blood, with a pallid 
face, cold sweat, senseless, and in con- 
vulsions; the pulse could not be felt, the 
extremities were cold, 6cc. Cloths dipped 
in cold water had been applied to the belly, 
but without any effect. Dr, Eichelberger 
introduced his hand into the uterus, and 
with hi.H fingers compressed the aorta, the 
pulsation of whicit was very di.stiuctly felt. 
The hwmorrhage was instantly stopped, 
but the uterus showed no disposition to 
contract. The hand was accordingly re- 
tained in its position, and tincture of opium 
and cinnamon given internally, A f ter an hour 
the uterus began to coutiact, and the hand 
could he safely removed. Dr, Eichelberger 
followed the same practice in two other 
cases of alarming haemorrhage, and found it 
equally successful. Elie relaxation of the 
uterus Was so great, that the hand could be 
easily moved towards any part of the abdo- j 
men, and the rolling of the intestines could | 
be distinctly felt. 

Another cose of uterine hiemorrhage, 
where compression of lh« aorta was em- 
ployed with success, occurred in the ob- 
stetrical clinic of Berlin, under Von Sie 
bold's superinlendance. 'I'he child had been 
turned, and deliverv had been very diffi- 
cult; after the removal of the placenta, a 
moat alarming hemorrhage took place ; cold 
water to the belly, injections of water and 
vinegar, the internal use of ether, tincture of 
cinnamon, and phosphoric acid, had been 
emploied without any effect, and Uie pa* 


BELLADONNA, 

A man, forty-six years of age, swallowed 
by mistake forty*four grains of the powder 
of belladonna ; hour afterwards he was 
attacked with violent headach, especially 
over the orbits ; the eyes became of a red 
colour, which quickly extended over the 
face, and at last the body, so that 
within a few minutes the whole skin ex- 
hibited an intense uniform redness, such as 
is observed in scarlet-fever; at the same 
time the patient felt violent pain and heat 
in the throat, and along the oesophagus, 
and, oil examination, the fauces were found 
strongly inflamed. These symptoms were 
accompanied by a very painlul irritation of 
the urinary passages, especially of the neck 
of the bladder, with a constant but fiuitless 
desire of making water. Copious bleeding, 
emollient clysters, fomentations on the 
belly, and tweuty-hve leeches to the hypo- 
gastrium, relieved the patient in some de- 
gree, and within twentyfour hours he was 
perfectly recovered, — ( Aouc. JSilflioth* 

REGENERATION OF IIIB TEETH AFTER 
CARIES OF THE I'PHER JAW-BONE. 

A boy, eleven years old, was, after the 
suppression of tinea, affected with a pain- 
ful swelling of the upper jaw-bone of the 
right sidt? ; the teeth became loose, and 
numerous abscesses iormed, through which 
a probe could be passed into the antrum. 
The right nasal cavity was compressed 
by the swelling of the bone, and the eye 
forcibly pushed upwards. The canine 
and first molar teeth being extracted, and 
an abscess at the internal angle of the 
eye opened, tliere. was an abundant puru- 
lent discharge, which was followed by the 
exfoliation of the os unguis, and of part 
of the processus nasalis maxili. supe- 
rior ; the abscesses in the gums discharged 
also osseous fragments, in this manner 
seventy-two pieces of bone were exfoliated ; 
their total weight was grains, and they 
consisted of the alveolar process ; tlie an- 
terior and external paries, and the nasal 
proces.s of the upper jaw-bone ; the os un- 
guisf and tlte nasal bone of tlie right aide. 
After four months, the ulcerations began to 
heal ; the patient’s general health improved ; 
the swelling of the face subsided, and the 
eye regained its natural position ; in this 
state he remained for eight months, when 
he was again attacked wi^ pain in tlie pos- 
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t«»nor part of Uie alveolar proceiti, and witli 
avrelUn^ of the gums ; after an incision in 
th» latter, tlio pain diminished ; no pus was 
found ; but witliin a few days, three molar 
teeth were protruded ; and two rnonthe after* 
warda, another appeared. Since that time 
the patient has enjoyed very good health ; 
no more teeth have been formed, hat the ^ 
new ouea have remained in good condition. — j 
(Gftt^e tt. Walth«r$ Jeura.) 


oaai OF GALarroRRHO A axd anomalocs 

.MaNSTRVAl'OM. 

A female, who, with the exception of 
aoaao tendency of the hl<K>d towards the 
head, had always enjoyed good health, 
married in her fburteanth year ; the menses 
appeared a year afierwArds, and Yeturned 
regularly, hut were always nccompanied by 
violent pains in the belly . In her sixteenth 
year, slie became pregnant ; the menses, 
however, cantinaed until after the second 
mooith. when they censed : but, in the 
seventh month, reappeared. Her labour 
was very easy, and there was an abundant 
aeeretion of milk. I wo months after de- 
livery, she again mensiruated ; at this time 
she was attacked wiili iUness, induced by : 
violent mental emotion, from which she re- 
covered after the occurrence of bleeding ; 
from the nails and the gums. During this: 
illneai, however, she suckled the child, and 
continued to do so for two years, during 
W'hich time the menses tlowed regularly.: 
After ahe had weanwl it. ureal gralaclorrhua 
begun ; the hreasta continually secreted 
inillc, which was abundantly discharged hv 
day and night. Her general health did not 
seem to be aftVetf'd, and the inensea con-' 
tioued regular. In thia state she yenimned 
for six years, having, in order to get rid of 
her buifien, constantly suckled .several in- 
fanta. A pra<'t»tiooer, to whom she applied 
at this period, bled her very freely from the 
arms and feet ; the dux of the rntlk nuts 
aimoat immediately urresicd ; but, in its 
•lead, blood began to he discharged from 
the breasts, with violent pains extending to 
the ahoulder and neck, and increasing if the : 
bleeding only ceased lor a short time. 'I'lte ’ 
blood was very dark-colourcd, thin and ^ 
fmttd; it flowed almost continually, day and ; 
night, ns the milk had done, 't he menses, - 
whioli remained regular, had no effect on itn : 
quality and quantity, ami her gimcral health 
was unimpaired. * 

When Dr. .lacubson, who relatea the ; 
earn, saw* the patient, she looked very ' 
healihv, and even plethoric ; the breasts ‘ 
bad, aince the time when the gularlorrhd'a 
ceaaad, eoosidetabiy dtmioisbed m aiae ; . 
they were soft, and without any aiga of m- 
itsmmatioo, hut so extremely sensible, th:it i 
they could hardly hear the presaure of the ’ 
elotbea; the nipples were well formed and j 


indolent ; the quantity of blood discharged 
daily was from three to eight drachms; it 
could not be squeezed oat of the mammae, 
the pains in which were almost intolerable, 
and, whenever the discharge of the blood 
ceased, or the w'eatUer changed, increased 
to such a degree, as totally to deprive the 
patient of rest ; the pulse was slow and 
soft, the skin dry, and the bowels regular. 
.Merisiruntion, which had always regularly 
appeared, having now, for the first time, 
failed to do so, violent congestions in the 
head ensued, followed by hicmoptds and 
ha'matemesis, with vertigo, and painful ten- 
sion in tlie pelvis. Cooling medicines re- 
lieved these symptoms, but did not prevent 
their recurrence. Leeches to the labia 
pudemii,and bleeding from the feet; semi- 
cupia and foot-baths ; digitalis, prussic acid, 
and aperients, w'ere employed without any 
efffct , and not only during the menstrual 
period the htemalemesis and luemoptije 
regularly continue, hut they also occur on 
the least affection of the mind. From these 
htcmorrhBgfS, the ]>atit*Kt always very 
rapidly recovers, and her general healih 
does not seem to have sutlVred iVom them. — 
(./. Cowp/em. Jttlu, 


OV FOOT I.AMENtSH IN JloHjtrS. 

fly Mr. ("uARi iKs Clark, rdeiwary Surgmn, 

In the Sporting Magazine for August 
last, there nppeared a long article on fimt 
lam<*iie».s, by NimrmI, its Clii^ i conlrihutor, 
whose opinionsf on such a subject are ku|»- 
po}M*d to he highiv valued hy n ccriutn class 
of his readers, heeau.se he is considered to 
understand the idfjiee <i I'ox^huHtinfr, smi, of 
course, nil that in any way appertains to it. 
riie veterinary profesaion w'ill be willing to 
how to iliis mighty hnriter^sskill ns n sports- 
man, hut when lie comes forward to pio- 
iiaunrc on ilie causes of foot lamenesa, or 
lay down (logma.H resfiecting shoeing, be 
becomes a jviacher, amenable to the laws of 
criticism, and raual be treated a.s he would 
treat an unqualified person sprung on his 
own manor. 

Nimrod, whoevrT he be, is a man of 
farts and dose ohsenution, hut, for want of 
understiindingthe true construction and elas- 
tic nature of the foot, a knowledge of whit h 
can alone enable us to reconcile tlie dillieullies 
of shoeing, he is led into (he wildest reason- 
ing, appears to be without pirinciplea, and, 
in a loMtp of assertiona, mystifies the Jiiat- 
ter. He several times speaks of being bti* 
wildered ; as for the thinking part of hia 
readers, 1 conceive th«y were never at tt 
greater loss in their livmi, than how to ac- 
count for foot- lameness when they bod read 
his essay- Now it has been tittly obMtrvod, 
that meii puzzled are Uulf peraaadt4i iad» 
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setting tliis aside, if the opiniens ef this wotiUl never take place, if the foot were not 
writer are erroneous, liis experience and prevented from relieving itself in its natural 
gratuitous knowledge will give them undue way of expansion, by tbe vile fixed tlioe, 
influence ; while, on the other hand, sliould which, a little further on, he states ** is not 
they be really valuable, a few coniments will the general cause of foot lameness/' Great 
do them no injury. men are often singular m their opiuions. 

Nimrod begins by announcing his inten* Nimrod seems U> prefer a contracted foot 
tion to take rather high ground, having paid for work, and has ** never seen a solitary 
particular attention ** to this branch of instance of contraction occasioning lame* 
grooming,” meaning, I sup|> 08 e, ** foot ness.” “ Asses, mules, and fmuies,” he 
lameness.” He wisely adopts also the dia* observes, ** bear me out here, for they are 
logical style, which gives a writer who ptir* never lame in their feet, though they are 
sues no settled argument or course of ret* contraction exemplified/' After this, there 
soning, a convenient opportunity of chang- can be no doubt tiiat be does not know a 
iiig his ground whenever he rambles into ! good ^ont from one that is contracled. at 
difficulty. ; least it is evident by his comparison of tlte 

Page ^73, ** Why should I be deprived of ^ feet of these inferior , animals, asses and 
vanity, that choicest gift of heavm l We ' mules, which are hard, upright, and mm* 
are all subject to speculative errors, and, ! ra/'y narrow, witii that of the noble horse, 
doubtless, ] am not without my share ; but | wide spresding and elastic by nature, and 
hertf 1 shall speak the powerful and practi*^oaly contracted by arli/iciaf means, that he 
cal language of experience, and facts shall i is wholly ignorant of its iiu© form. The 
bo the baais of my reasoning.” j veterinary profession must be at a low ebb. 

Page 474, *' No horse ever was, or ever j when a writer, without even the rudiments 
will be lamed, from merely w'caring an ill* ; of foot knowledge, can set up to decide on 
constructed shoe.” “ Jind skoeing will alter j its diseases. 

the natural form of the foot, but not once in | With such slender informatiou to rest ou, 
a iiimdred times will it of itself produce • be does right to assume /it^A gruuad ; pre« 
himeness.” Here we see the folly of those 1 tensions are nothing, unless maintained 
ill •defined and optional terms, and had < with eonlidence. Thus he tells his imagt« 
shotting. The fact is, tliat as contraction nary iui^uirer, A, "1 mean to imply this, 
and lameness eiusue in consequence of con* you shall keep your horse five years without 
lining the elastic foot in a flxed iron shoe, it j shoes, and doing nothing but running wild 
matters not greatly whether this piec4> of jin his pasture ; I will keep my horse shod, 
iron he rough or smooth, (i.e.jgiiod or had ;} | doing woik, and in the stable, and at the 
for, if the nails are driven as usual, tliesaine '» end of five years, the feel of my horse, shall 
elfects will inevitably ensue from either. : be not only as s:)uud as those of yours, but 
Therefore it happens, that many gentlemen , in a firmer and better state,” ike. All 
of great practical ext ^-ricnce in horses, pay j which may do very well to tell a Cockney 
least attention to their shooing, on finding < sporuiman, and might lead him to believe 
that no care or expense on ilteir part can | that Nimrod has the secret. Shoeing, that 
avert the evil, and that some secret cause, ^ is, ht« mode of shoeing, he also defines 
which they do not understand, is operating . to be cultivating, lollow'ing, and embeUish* 
to thwart Iheir best endtavours. Nimrod's 1 ing Nature'.! Cassing overmuch redun- 
observation has so far taught him right { but dant language about feet defec tive iVom 
now, to what causes does he proceed to at- j birch, we arrive at his opinion, that it is 
tribute foot lameness, “ principally to these. I the '' telling pace,” aod not the iron de* 
Dutural niabconformatiou, or, rather, weak I fence of a shoe, that lames one half of our 
urgani»ation of the internal parts of the | horses. As this is a plausible and very 
luH)f; inflammation and fever, produced by ( popular excuse, 1 shall take the trouble to 
excitement of high feed, and hard riding or j provide Uie explanation fur it. That Itorsea 
il riv I ng ; concussion from benliiig the ground in fast work have the wwsl feel, is a cor* 
on the road and ul grass ; irregular and un* reel observation, and fur a very sufficient 
j)repBnul for woik ; improper |K>sition of reason, because they are generally light 
the limb, occasiouiug an uneven tread, and. made, W‘ell bred horses, and, as a necftHHUry 
abovu all, i/ir/iiM’r,*-**itis the pace that kills/” socompanimeni, have invariably highly 
Amidst all these plausible excuses, not one elastic feel, which suflVr from tbe contrtet- 
of which he cau exjiluin, the true reason, ing tendency of the shoe and nails iu a tar 
the unnatural confinement of the common greater degree Uiaii the coarser horses em* 
: sh^, iff completely overlooked. I ahall in* ployed in slow work. Nimrod, and such 
I quite wheUier wu are justified in imputing superficial ohservers, lookiug only it llie 
diseases which never occur to horses iu their fact, tscribe mischief to the pace they go at* 
state of nature, to natural mtd-c&aformatim^ which is, in truth, the result of their more 
weak orgoiimtimt or improper positum ejjf’ tht delicate orgauiaatiou. Thera are many 
iimbt 4c. As to ♦♦ concussion from beat- blood horses ihat do but little work, and are 
iug the gtottitd on the road uad »t gmui,” it yet ruined as speedily as tb^l^ that do, and, 
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on the contrnTy, we fmd many of coarse ** A. What is hecome of them? 

breed that go a fast pace, the mail cart “ B. Did I not tell you that the systems 

horses, for instance, ret are rarely lame in and system-mongers were all gone, to pot 
the feet; in fine, the difference in suffering together? Expansion shoes have been tried, 
will be found dependent on this rule of com- and not found to answer ; there fore it is lair 
paratire elasticity. Therefore I care not to conclude, that mere concussion is not the 
what pace the horse goes, let him be pro- root of the evil. J urthermore, ‘ n«iier 

perly shod in expansion shoes, and his feet tried ifiem, 1 can give no opinion of the 

will not contract at any w’ork, or in any place effect of what are called expansion shoes ! 
that Nimrod can pot him, provided the foot " Aewsr having tried them,” It is sufficient, 
is uninjured when they ore first applied. most mighty hunter ! without this admission ; 

Nimrod considers a perfect foot as one that you have asserted more than y’ou know, 
of the finest specimens the plastic art;” is manifest in every line. \ou read the 
his recipe for a good foot is curious and con- funeral service with much tang froid over all 
cise : it should be made of finn materials, the systems, but whatever may have be- 
and able to resist disease.* This, however, fallen oUiiers, the exfiansim shoe of Mr. Bracy 
can only be proved by experience.” Then Clark, greatly improved, hut mt a/tered in 
of what value is this ailf ice to choose a good principle, is used more extensively than 
foot of firm materials, and able to resist dis- j ever , and wiihoot being at any pains to 
ease, (that is the contracting tendency of i prove that principle right, 1 openly challenge 
the common shoe,) and give no rule by j a^'y person who doubts its truth aud nti- 
whick thi.s good foot is to be known or j lity, to contravene them. I or the practical 
chosen? I proot”, let him make fair trial (not upon dis- 

Ju speaking of exjtansimi shoes, the ideas j eased feet only) of the efl’ectsof this system, 
of this writer are most crude and ill-digested, | and be guided in his judgmeui by the, result, 
but expressed in ofl’-hand and sportsman- j 1 his, and this alone, can give a man a right 
like phrase, taking little paius to conceal ! to speak ]msitively on such a subject, and a 
his ignorance of these subjects, on which lie| capacity tor doing it w ithout making blun- 
assumes, nevertheless, an unbounded right j ders. When Nimrod tells us of the ‘‘ various 
to pass judgment. It is the business of all ; patent etjMiWiivn nhoes ot Mr. C lark ; ttmust 
men who w'rite with fluency on a subject ; he supposed that be has some ground for so 
they do not understand, to level all distinc* ; speaking ? J he tact is, that Mr. Clark 
tions in one unmingled censure, and then Merer tt)ok out u patent for an expamim shoe, 
proceed to erect the superstructure of their ! thoir^h strongly pressed to do it by many 
own opinions, with the materials they find ; ^ho saw the value of the invention. Above 
among the ruins. ' twenty years ago, he secured tlte patent 

For instance the following : ‘‘ that there { right of ti certain kind of removable defence 
is no general system to be pursued in shoe- j for horse’s feet to he taken oil at night, or 
ing, is best proved by the weil-knowm fact, | in the stable, and lor a share in which he 
that all system-mongers and their systems | Wiis oflered considerable aums, bcv never 
have gone to pot toirether, oud we now j attempted publicly to promulgate it. In- 
hear no more of them.” Further on tlieideed he ohsf'rves, p. 35 of the h'lereoplcn, 
dialogue continues. i ” 1 used muriy of them on the road with con- 

A. But is it not generullv supposed that ; siilerablo aatisfactjon, but Urought them, ou 
concussion, increased bv tbii resistance of an I the wiiole, too tomplex to rccoromeud tor 

iron shoe, is the general cause of foot- j general use.’ 1 his also was before his dis- 
lameneas? ; covery of the structure of the foot, upon 

» B. I should soon bewilder vou and my- ^ whicll i.s founded the present system of ex- 
«elf, (that is to »av, he can neither ilisprove puusion shoeing, and for this, i repeat, he 
nor explain it ) were I l?> enter full v into never took out even a caveat to Justify the 
this subject. 'Mr. Bracy Clark has told us, statement of •* various patents’' imputed 
that so long ns we have an inflexible un- to liim hy Nimrod. 

yielding substance aftised to a flexible Another passage, and I have done with 
elastic foot, so long sliall we have lame this part of the Huhjerl 
. horses, and .Mr. Bracy Clark does not stand “ 1 very' well remember the. noise that 
alone here. * made ahout Mr.J Bracy (dark’s finatwl 

** A. M hy. then, has not the ingenuity of | which was to preserve horses’ feet to 
found out a remedv for the evil, by in- j the latc.'it periods of their^ lives ; on ths 
▼eniing elastic shoe*^, giving wav to the ex- ; principle, « jintonetni/p, of imparting to the 
tension of the foot ? 1 J^hoe the same degree of elasticity lliat tlie 

** B. What! have you never beard of the foot itself passc'sses. Ihis was to have 
iwn'tfia juitent erpanswn shoes of Mr. Braey formed * tlte \>m» for the repose of tlio pro- 
■ Clark, and others? fession,’ but the dream was of short durn- 

tion.’’ 

* Query; ought not the who!** liody to This style will never do, Nimrod. Mr, 
be fonued on the same principles ? Coleman must (|ak*tly beitr the farcaam 
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thM you pass on liis frog-pressure system, to mischievous art, and exculpate Nature, 
because, 1 believe, he caonoL answer it ; Such assertions are excellent loop-holes for 
but I have strong proofs of vitality to op- ignorance; but, in default of all these, rather 
pose to your pretended post-mortem obser- than admit the real evil of contraction, he 
vations on the erpamum shoe. The hope has adopted that famous and conclusive 
expressed, at the conclusion of Mr. B. decision of the ancient farriers to wit : — that 
Clark’s work on the foot, that the prin- when diseases of the feet cannot be traced 
oiple he bad there explained respecting to any specific cause, they are fairly at- 
it, ** might form a basis for the repose tributable to ailment of the whole system 
of the (slioeing) art,” had no direct re- dropjnng into the legs ! !” 
ference to the expansion shoe (Nimrod has As I before #ted, Nimrod, like moat 
copied the phrase Ijoin a misc^uotation) ; tried many plans, all having 

but, in either case, it is literally fulfilled ; the, same common principle of fettering the 
the French and continental vetennary col- foot, and, consequently, the same bad eft'ect, 
leges* have adopted h.s nomenclature and ; inclined to attribute but little of foot 
exposition ot the loot ; these principles j jameness to shoeing'. After recounting vari- 
are admitted and practised in Russia, and i other imaginary causes, “ the twisted 

no where denied but in England, which is ; the telling pace, the high keep. ^Sic., 
a lurther proot that a prophet is not with- llhnks to settle the matter bv referring to 
out honour, save in [ii« own country. More- 1 i},e hind-foot, which is, lie says, “ more un- 
over, as a slight accessory tact, it may be ■ shod ;” and yet it is not upon 

observed that 1 am personally engaged in , that n horse was ever grogey, or 

shoeing horses on the expansion principle, i foundered in a hind-foot. “ Now. 1 think, 
am well supported hy the public, and do j i,o one will dispute tl>ese facts: first, the 
not even despair of making Nimrod a con- ; a fac simile of the fore-loot.” 

vert to the system. At present I am well ■ ,jq nieans, Nimrod ; they differ as much, 
pleased with his admissions, p. ‘JtlO, ‘‘ that j comparatively, as the human foot and hand ; 
he has never tried expansion shoes;* and, j,„d for tj,e game, or a similar reason, 
“ that ihc principle of tneir application purposes are very different, 

this isenougii, and may form tl‘<* i Anatomical demonstration can alone sliow 
basis of a belter undcratauding on both f properly ; however, it is very easy to 

l»ee, in a trotting horse, that, the fore-feet 
With the frog-pressure system, which | pgrform the more arduous pun of bearing 
comes next under “ the hunter a keu, he i chief weight, and receiving the shock of 
observes rather more cereinon}’, bringing ■ (},g animal, while the hinder ones fulfil the 
various jiroois of its lair tiinl and universal ! simple office of projecting the body forward, 
failure, vvhich are W'iiolly dispensed with in ! j im former are found naiuridly flexible, 
his previous summary judgiueut on the ex- 1 spreading, and highly elastic, the latter 
pansion shoe. The agency ol the slioe in , |„ojt. upright and concave, much less elas- 
producing loot-lameness, Nimiod has, in j t,p ^^d smaller, so lljat any man accustomed 
great measure, denied ; mid gone near to handle the hoof, ought readily to know 
assert, tliat contnicliou of the loot is h«.*ne- them apart in the dark, and the argument 
ficial ; it is not lair, iheretore, to quit this ^-ould disgrace any veterinarian. I shall 
article without examining some ot iIh- «rtrue no further with a man whoso know- 

arguments he brings forward to account for of those things is go shallow, as 

it. 1 be chief of these appears to be, p. VKo, j j,, assert, tliat two organ? ao 

that nature IpSy in many instances, given j jjirtVrent, and performing .such opposite 
the nnimul ‘‘'badly constructed limbs, ‘>r j fore and bind foot of the 


“ twisted foreleg.^.” but it is a fiiuU “ not j i.orse. are fiic fimles of each other. He chal- 
always visible.” and .so imcertain a cnienou j^„y dispute it, calling it n faet, 

to trust to, tl'.at until the ruin of the horse jj„d using it to aujqiort a bottondess theory 
nothing can be known, “ as it is possible pij. owm. C'ouUl Nimrod suppose that 
that, despite of the twist lu his forelegs, Veterinary Surgeons, we whom he enrols in. 
the tread may be even, and thus his feet ^ uumber omongyhe “ curses of horse- 
have been preserved/ Ibis is on a par flt.gh,*’ would allow him, a mere sportsman, 
with his previous sapient advice to choose n intrude on our department without re- 
good loot, but giving no role to do it by ; it pj-oof i ,,r did be imagine that the same lan- 
actually amounts to nothing ; lor the pro- guage wliich passes current on sporting sub- 
aeut, therdore, 1 shall umibute foot-lame- would carry him through when trestingr 

xieaa» be the furtdegs twisted or straight, Ruillers reiaiiug to our profession 1 On 

— 7 ; ~ practical points, u is more than likely that 

bee the works ol MM. tnrard et \ aid, j,jjj remarks mny be worth hearing, and he 
irTfr**^****! ! l‘-cole Royale Veterinaire ahouJd have confiacd himself to these, 

tlAlfori, also tlio “ Uecuoil de Medicine 

^'eterillaire.’* Stamford Street, BIackfriara« 

jSo.W. K 
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AVe oi« sincerely desirous of witnessing, 
and, as far as our efforts con l.uve such a 
lendtMjcy, of pronioting, die prosperity of 
the lyU'dicul School in the London l-ni- 
versity, and it is becansi® we are sincere 
welLwisliers to that cstablishnicnt, that rve 
feel it right to call attention to a tirade, 
directed by one of Its Professors, partly, 
us we are given to uiuierslar.d, against our- 
selves and the great body of medical re- 
formers, and partly against a distinguished 
member of the proussion, who Las ren- 
dered himself obnoxious to tlie c«>rrupt few, 
by his disinterested and enlightened efforts 
to restore the iisdependcuec and respecta- 
bility of medical practitioners. AVe slated, 
ou a former occasion, that Dr. Conoi.lv, 
die Professur of th? natur# and treatment of 
diseases, as he somewhat inaccurately style* ; 
himself, was an untried man j and wo trust i 
that we shall not be called upon, injustice to 
the I’niversity as well as to the public, to 
slate, that he has been tried, and found 
wanting. Certain iliSjUiathehascommeuct d 
roost inansniciously. instead of avoiding, as 
any man of common tact and discretion would 
have avoided, in the outset of his career, 
the introduction of tojdca calculafetl to ex- 
cite party feeling, he haa seized the very 
first opj»ortuoity of manifesting his indivi- 
dual opinions, if not of gratifying his per- 
sonal resi'atmeaU, on the ipiestion of me- 
dical reforra, — thereby toTumiuiiig, as far as 
in him lay, the interests of die tniversity, 
,and exposing the new establishment to the 
ill-will of a large majority of the medical 
profe.^3ioii. We would willingly persuade 
oorsedves that the attack ou medical re> 
formers, which I’rofessor Covootv had 
taste to foist into his introductory 
J,ectare, was not dictated by a more un- 
worthy motive than the gratification of hia 
vanity, or the desire of propagating liisow'n 
opitii jns without refertrnce to the istereetf 


of the University, but we are bound to 
state a fact of which we were not aw’are, 
when we formerly alluded to this gentle- 
deman,— namely, that he w-as once the edi- 
tor of a medical journal, and tliat he mo- 
destly ascribed his failure, ia that capacity, 
to the ignorant and unjust preference 
evinced by the jirofession iuul the public 
for 'I’ufc Lavclt. 

Professor Conoi.i.y piques hiiiisrdf, it 
should seem, im dip coiuposilicm of his in- 
troductory Lecture, — fur he has thought it 
good enough to print, — and we shuli, there- 
fore, transfer to our pages, aud make a few 
observations, in passing, ou the peroration 
which contains the tirade in tpieation. The 
Professor will probubly marvel at our intre- 
pidity ; or, ns his piety and Ids vntdty seem 
to go hoiui in hand, be tubv, perudventure, 
Weep at the obduracy of men who are not 
only unmoved by the perusal of bis mas- 
terly plnli]i}tic, but who arc ri aiiy to give 
it a cirruhition wldch it would never, ex- 
cept through the medium of this Journal, 
have obtained. 

" You l ommence your sdutlipa, ’ tays the 
Profe8s< r, " wlu u our professional body is 
agitated by many matters of great interest. 
>ome of you mav, perhaps, be persuaded, 
beidre your studi*'s ure tompleied, lo lake u 
part in j'roceediiigs ordiscussious, having for 
tiieir object certain ebangea in liic medical 
nnistitH/Kin. On the propriety of these 
f )»»n,:es it would be imbci timing in me to 
offer any opinion, in this place. Ilut let mo 
advise you lo iijiproach these aubjcctti 
calmly, and »oi to give way lu any feeling 
butadesire to do good to, aud to protect, llio 
wliule body (ff tlxt profession, and tu berictit 
the public, of which that profesitiun forms a 
part. 

** flewan* how' you allow your pn.ssions to 
bft influenced by any. who, on the just 
ground that old cstabiishmenta need occa- 
sional alterations, would really engage you 
in the destruction of what is useful us well 
as vcmTuble. Hear the opiuiona of the old 
as well H8 of the young ; coutfuire one with 
another ; and judge for yourselves. Leave, 
for the nreseiit, to others, the care of 
changes demanding time, winch you Utvo 
not to spare ; experience, which you Can- 
not he supposed to possess ; pattettco, which 
dws not ludong to your age. Do not waste 
valuable hours, and neglect youL preitat 
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opportunities, in endeavouring to effect wliat 
only your seniors can effect, — hours which 
you can never recnl, and opportunities 
which will never present theroselvea again ; 
but will be looked buck ujjon, if lost, with 
pain and regret as long as you live.’* 

On this part of the Professor’s address, 
w’e have but few observations to make. It 
is not true that the medical profession is in 
an agitated state; on the contrary, we 
maintain that the members of our profes- 
sion enjoy all the tramjuillity which belongs 
to a consciousness of their strength, and to 
a conviction that thev' will soon be emanci- 
pated from the tyranny by which they have 
b»*en so long oppressed and degraded. Dr. 
CoNOLLV talks of the medical conititutian , 
and of the venerable fabric which the friends 
of medical reform seek to destroy', as if the 
("oUege Cliarter. obtained by the Surgeons* 
Company in the reign of his late Ma- 
jesty, were as ancient ns Magna Charta. 
But if it were as ancient as Dr. Conom^v 
supposes it to be, a Professor of the London 
University should have known that it is the 
utility, nnd not the antiquity of an esta- 
blishment . which constitutes its title to our 
respect. The Doctor’s remarks would have 
been far more appropriately uttered in a 
College lecture -room, where the Professor 
receives a premium for the perfunctory dis- 
charge of his duty, than iii the theatre of an 
institution, whoso avow'ed objecl it is to get 
rid of oU ahaurdities which are tolerated, 
merely because tliey have long existed. 
But the opinions of Dr. Coxoni.v, as an in- 
dividual, are of little importance; and what 
wa mainly object to is the indiscretion of 
entering at all upon topics calculated to 
provoke angry feelings, and entirely uucou* 
nucteJ with the subject on which he was 
ealled upon, in hu oflicial capacity, to ad- 
4rcss the students. Hu has himself acknow- 
ledged the indecency of discussing such 
topics in that ptace, and the reader will see 
Icom the following passage, how far he 
etirndf •e)f-€onvicted of this indecency : — 
And, Oentlemen, above all things, 
when you arc urged to any pai ticular lii^ of | 


conduct, let your first inquiry be concern- 
ing the character of those who are most ac- 
tive in it, and who are to be your associates. 
Ask yourselves if they he truly hantst men. 

If they are not, have nothing to do with 
them in am cause, for they will corrupt the 
best. In all countries pretending to civili- 
sation and morality, people have long been 
convinced that the end, however laudable, 
does not justify unholy means. It may be 
your duty to endeavour to reform, but only 
if you can reforugby honourable efi’orts. y^n 
ancient edifice may require repair^ and repair 
might conduce to its »ajety ; but if the few 
skilful workmen tuho alone could undertake this 
experiment of preservation, be surrounded by a 
jnissiotiaie and unscrupulous multitude, their 
wise ejforU will be overborne, and no good end 
effected. If you forget these truUis, and 
become committed to the catise of injudi- 
cious, or selfish, or reckless, men, be assured 
you will find, even in your own profession, 
u spirit w hich will not tolerate you ; and by 
the public sense of this country, you will 
be opposed and defeated in every step of 
your proceedings.*’ 

This is the passage, we suppose, which is 
aimed at ourselves, and the medical re- 
formers generally. How far Dr. Conoi.i..y 
may succeed as a ** professor of the nature 
of diseases,' ’ we are rather at a loss to con- 
jecture, because we confess that we do not 
exactly know what it is * to pnrfm the nature 
of diseases, but the perusal of the foregoing, 
and other portions of his Introductory Lec- 
ture, has satisfied us that the Professor is, 
at least, a master of that branch of rhetoric, 
w’biclj has been 0 ]>tly denominated twaddle. 
Tl»c Professor, as our readers must have 
observed, cannot divest himself of his reve- 
rence for antiquity, or of his notion that the 
College Charter is as old as the hilts. The 
“ ancient edifice’’ we take to be the College 
Charter, or, perliaps, what the Professor 
calls *' the medical cwstittitkm Uie '* few 
skilful w'orkmen ” ate evidently the council, 
or surgical oligarchy, in Lincoln’s Ion Pields, 
and “ the passionate and unscrupulous mal- 

• A man may profess ilu? science, or 
branch of science, which has for its objects 
the nature and treatment of diseases, but to 
talk or write of professing the nature of 
diseases, is, with all submission to so pro- 
found a rhetorician, to talk or write non- 
sense. 

Eil 
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titude” are the medical reformers, or, in ; intellectual greatness,” SeC; we cannot, of 
other words, the great body of the medical j course, appropriate, however cheap we may 
profession. Of a truth, we feel at a loss j hold the Professor’s praise; and we are, 
whether most to admire the justness and j therefore, constrained to believe that the 
liberality of the Professor’s sentiments, or | whole passage was aimed, asit wasgene> 
the richness and beauty of the allegory in > rally understood to be aimed, at an indivi- 
which bis sentiments are veiled. Hitlierto, | dual whose character is far beyond the reach 
the Doctor's remarks appear to be aimed : of tlie Professor’s calumny, and whose ta* 
latlier at the great body ot medical reform- 1 lents even the Professoi^B eulogy cannot 
ers, the passionate and unscrupulous mul- j depreciate. 


titude,” than at any particular individual ; 
but his satire becomes more pointed towards 
the close of his harangue, and the following 
temperate and judicious effusion is, we un- 
derstand, levelled nt that most obnoxious, 
because most upright, independent, and un- 
compromising reformer, Mr. Lawrence. 

** The time has gone by, when, in the 
comparative ignorance of the community at 
large, want of ])rinciple was occasionally 
tolerated because connected wiilt highly- 
cultivated talent. Vou live in days when 
not alone, but cAa7«cl<tr is power ; 

when knowledge witljout character can pro- 
cure no more than temporary and very tran- 
sient pre-eminence, and cannot save from 
final exposure nnd disgrace. L'n|ust sus- 
picions mu\' attach loan innocent man ; the 
general consistency and integrity of Jiis life 
will wipe them away ; the iinprudencies of 
youth may be repaired by i!»e circum- 
sjjection of middle age ; hut if you justly 
lose your reputation for probity and honour, 
you may struggle , and resist the great decree 
of public opinion ; but you will find, what- 
ever your attainments, whatever engaging 
fjualilies or natural endowments you pos- 
sess, that your influence in society is gone, 
ami that yuju are, in all respects, lost and 
ruined men. We have reaHou to congralu- 
lute ourselves, Cienllemcn, that we do live 
in a c -untry, and in times, so favourable to 
the exercise of virtue. Let it be your con- 
stant ambition, then, to he esteemed anddia- 
tinguisiied, when esteem and distinction are 
not conferred even up»on inlelleetual great- 
ftess, except when combined with, aud ele- 
vated hv, some appruacli to moral excel- 
lence.” ’ 

The vituperative j.art of the aljove pas- 
sage we should have been perfectly willing, 
estimating, as we do, the value of the l*ro- 
ft’ssor's censure, to lake to ourselves ; but 
the laudatory portion of it— the engaging 
tjjuaUiies,’' the *' high endowments,” •' the 


We here take leave of the Professor; 
and we trust, not fur his sake, but for the 
sake of the establishment to which he be- 
longs, that BO injudicious and indecent an 
effusion of w'eakness and venom as that 
with which he disgusted his hearers at the 
close of his introductory Lecture, may never 
be repeated within the w alls of the London 
University. We know that the conduct of 
the Doctor, on this occasion, has excited 
the strongest feelings of dissatisfaction 
among his colleagues generally, and among 
many of the most influential members of the 
Council. 


O/i t/itf Curative ht/luence of the Southern C Wrf 
of England, exfwitilly that of I fastings ; unt/i 
i Ohienathmi ent Di$ew^e$ in u hirh a lieyidence 
on the. Coast is most benejiciat, livf VVix,- 
LiAM Il Auwoon, hi. D. London, Col- 
burn, pp. :)2ih 

Du. II AH woo i> has selected a subject pre- 
eminently calculated to excite aiteiuian in 
this our “sea-girt isle;” for we believe 
there is scarcely a country^ in the world 
which, like England, presents the exanijde 
of the great mass of its inhabitants annually 
migrating to the sea-coast ; performing a 
pilgrimage, as it were, at the shrino of 
Xejitune. Sea air has, indeed, from lime 
immemorial, been regarded in this country 
almost as a panacea for all the iiumerouaili* 
to which flesh is heir ; and yet we venture 
to say, that tiu? practice of fleiidiug inValidi 
to the »ea conat, hu been pursued, ofea by 
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medical meOf rather from a kind of pre- 
scriptive right, than from reflection upon 
the circumstances, the co-operation of which 
is necessary to ensure benefit. In saying 
tills, we would not be thought to underrate 
the advantages, and certainljr not the plea- 
sures, of a temporary sojourn on the coast, 
doomed as we are throughout a great por- 
tion of the year, to inhale the smoky and 
murky air of the roetropolis—air which, as 
our medical poet beautifully expresses it, 

** reeks buck from a thousand lungs" — we 
fully apjireciate the invigorating breeze of 
the ocean, and acknowledge its animating 
influence. The question, however, now 
before us is, whether in any, and in what, 
cases of a residence upon the coast 

is beuefician To the investigation of this 
subject, Dr. llarw'ood’s book is professedly 
directed. 

After some general observations on the 
varied nature, or " medical peculiarities," 
of our coasts, the autlior proceeds to treat 
nf the causes w’hich ufl'ect the temperature 
of coast situations, and more especially tliat 
of the southern coast of England, which he 
considers as tlie most eligible, “ not less 
from the advantage it derives, in common 
with all others, from the influence of the 
sea, than from its latitude, and other pecu- 
liarities." 

Dr. Harwood regards it as an established 
fact, that the sea, having imbibed a large 
}»onion of caloric from the sun's rays, has 
the power of tM|imU»ioji the temperature ; 
of the air in its vicinity, from the well- 
known properly wlach heat possesses, of 
equally ditl'using itself through contiguous 
bodies. Hence, he argues, arises the dif- 
ference found to exist between the tempe- 
rature of coasts and lliat of the interior of 
extensive continents, although placed in the 
aame latitude. 

In respect to the temperature of the 
southern and western sliores, our author 
itazarda tjhe fallowing opinion : 

'fhe increased temperaturo of our 


Boutbem and western coasts, has also been 
thought to be influenced by tlie agency of 
the stream of water which flows towards 
Europe, from the Gulf of Mexico, occa- 
sioned by a material difference between the 
level of the gulf and that of the Atlautic 
Ocean.” 

Again : — 

“ It is also very probable, that an addi- 
tional elevation of temperature on our coasts, 
may more frequently be influenced by the 
current issuing l||>m the Bay of Biscay, 
w'hicli is thought to be dependent on a simi- 
lar penning up of its waters, and is stated 
to flow' generally north-w-eat by west." 

These preliminar\es*fieUled, the Doctor 
proceeds “ particularly to notice the vici- 
nity of Hustings." There is nolhing like 
leather, said the honest currier — there is no 
place like Hastings, says Dr. Harwood. It 
is adapted either for a summer or winter 
residence. In the former case you may 
live upon hills, “ two or three hundred feet 
above the level of the sea, visited by the 
prevailing breezes;" and, in the latter 
case, there, are numerous habitations, be- 
low the clift’s, “ most efleclually sheltered, 
at all seasons, from tlie more piercing 
winds." So says the resident physician of 
Hastings ; but in Dr. Good's Study of 'Me- 
dicine, where treating of phthisis, we find 
the following opposing (and perhaps we 
may say psiwg) remarks - 

The topography of a situation about to 
be chosen, is of equal importance ; for if it 
be strongly marked by lofty clifl's or moun- 
tains, the air will seldom circulate freely, 
but rush in currents in some parts, and be 
obstructed and become stagnant in others, 

I Such is the state oti the Sussex 

I coast of our own country. The shore is 
i skirted by two enormous cliffs of sand- 
stone, that rise between tw’o and three hun- 
dred feel in perpendicular height. The old 
town is built in a deep ravine opening to- 
j wards the north-east, that lies between 
I them and the new* town immediately under 
: the cliffs, fronting south and west ; and 
j hence, while the air is rushing in a perpe- 
tual current ihrougU the former, it becomes 
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be&tod. &nit a^ocaiwt, !a the Ut< 
ter.**— Vol. iii. p. 307. 

The aatlior neat mahes some judicious 
obaerTatioua upon the effects of sea air, and 
then enters into a coasideration of bathing, 
and its eft'ects on the constitution; In re- 
spect to cold bathing, We meet with the 
subjoined remarks, which especially merit 
attention. f 

** I think I may rentare to observe, that, 
while much of the beneficial action induced 
by tlie warm bath on the system, is primary, 
and mechanicuUy dependent on the agent— 
that of the cold is secondary, and dependent 
more on the energies of the system itself ; 
a circumstance which, in the practical treat- 
ment of disease, is of the highest import- 
ance ; for it is obvious that the laiter de- 

maritls a certain degree of power in the eys- ! powerful, and tlie. impressions it produces 
tern to eflect its completion, more general and permanent. 

loo many instances are. however, pre- 1 •• (),, the surface of the skin, by relaiing 

scnted to our notice, iu which, from the ^ the ruUch*. and rendering pervious ll,e 
Weakened andimpaiied state of the animal ■ pores, / the cuticle, wluch is a mere iu.Nen- 
powers. this cannot be attained; in anch ' Rib)e shiclil to the true skin, and pertWaied 
rases, therefore, the tendenry of the cold by the exhalrnt pores, i.-»actrdonhy e.xter- 
bam js directedly opposed to the one wiacli : i){,j agents, much m the sam'* numner «h 
IS desired. | (^end, disorganired matter, though the same 

In them, the nervous 8y.«ttem receives ; by no means applies to the cutis or true 
an impression with which it is unable to jj ba.s the healthful tendency to re- 

conttunl, lilt' blood being determined in- niove every ob.siacle whicli ijii]>. llit* due 
wardly, and it being long before the heart ^ performance of the superhend secreting 
and arteries recover sudicient energy to orgau.s, whether of sensibk: tUsids or insen- 
propel it buck into the extreme vessels on j ^ibic yxlialathm , while, on the l ircuh.tiori, 
the surface; hence arise contiuiied shiver- j its immediate operation is like that of the 
ings, and an unpleasant sensation of cold ; j re-aetion occasioned by the cold biilii ; Mim- 
the countenance appears pallid, while any | maning into tluf extreme vessels on the 
internal organ uflected by diseaNe. e«pe- j surface, a frt c and cijuahle difetnbuiion of 
cially if that disease be of an jnftninmaf«>ry j thfir fluid, ’ 
nature, ia unfavourably influenced by this 


entirely-mlatokein notion, ibb Worm hstli iti 
almost universally looked upon as it relaxant. 
Dr. Harwood hw so well expressed himself 
in accordance with our opinions, that we 
cannot do bettet than transcribe his re- 
roarkk. 

** 1 may observe of the warm sea bath, 
that while it ia capable of invigorating, by 
equalixiug the circulation throughout the 
entire frame, its action is no less tluit of a 
soothing stimulus to the nervous system, 
producing, by its external operation, that 
kiud of influence which is derived from 
the more grateful aromatics, or mild cor- 
dials; when taken internally. 

“ But it has this very decided advantage 
over the latter, that llio slight exhilaration 
it produces, is not succeeded hy that de- 
pression which is usually iiuliictMl by otiu-r 
classes of stimuli ; its action being les.s 


derangement in the circulation. 

“ 'I i;at a certain degree of energy in the 
circulation is neeess'jry, to derive due ad- 1 
vantage from Rea-hathing, though leNs is re- 
quired by it than the cold hiith of fresh 
water— a fjict of great importance — i.H no 
less obvious from its prejudicial inftuenee 
when too frequently had recourse to by de- 
bilitateil j»erso«e, in whom it may he really 
indicaltd.” 

We have long been convinced thatcold- 
batbing is too indiscriminately recommended 
and adopted. As the author justly ohservea, 
etdd-bathiag requires a certain degree of! 
power in the system, and tliis power ia sel- 
dom found in invalids of any (ienaipiitm. 
On the subject of warm-bathi.'ig, there is 
much misapprehension preTalent : fnm an 


Of ilie second part of the volume, “ Oh- 
scTvutinns on Disca-ws in which a Coast 
Kesidenci: is most henefleiu!,’’ otir 
must ho brief. 'I he diseases of which nur 
author treats are multifarious. First and 
foremost stand tho.se fruitful sources of fees 
— indigestion and liyjiorhoiulriasis— and fur- 
ther in the list, we ohserte asthinu, cou- 
suiuptiOD, gout , and rheumatkm. i he autlior 
treats the whole of these subject# with 
murli acumen, and although his observa- 
tions are obviously written (as stated ia the 
preface] '*witht view of imparting aiwful 
information to the invalid,'" the profiaaioitai 
man will read them with advontagOi 
Dr. Harwood hat, upon the pro- 
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duced a ckver and well*written book ; and placenta was detached with the fingers, no 

oltliough jt m»y be Ibat the fable of the contiaction. haviog tohea placa te 

, „ . . . . , tlmujsh an hour bad been occupied 

leatber.seUcr and the besieged town will in using friction, pressure, and stimulants, 

with the view of exciting the contractions. 
No bssmoriboge followed, the womb some- 
what contracted, and the patient was left 
with a pulse about 70, to all appearance 
doing well. On the third morning she was 
found labouring under severe Bj’inptoms of 
the head, pulse 1:^5, scalp ftreternaturallr 
hot, and countenance somewhat flushed. 
I'he pain in the head ceased occasionally. 
OrtWed the hem to be shaved, kept cool, 
with evaporating lotions, and ihree grains of 
opium to be taken every two hours for three 
limes. No relief was produced; and, in 
the evening of tlnj n'bxt day, she expired. 
Dr. 1 1 AS I- AM, President, in the Chair, I' idler hod called in the aid ol Dr. 

j llhmdell. On examination alter death, the 
jM ifRV.STiNCi CASE IN MiDWii'ERV — nocoLE bowels wcrt* fouud highly inflated. There 
VTrai'B— I Ft ECis OF i F,Aa—jNri.vjt>icE ! were slight odhesiims, of a pale colour, be- 
OF THE KMOMONs OF A mother’s MiM> tweeii the omentum and correspcnidicg ab- 
HKrt ro l l's IN VTKRO — iitHM A ! dmoiiiul surfacc , hill whether leceut or not 
ivmioi'i lUK I’SUAL SY.MFTOMs, | WAS uacevtain. The bladder was slightly 

'adherent to the inlestir.es. 'Ihe omentum 
The Minutes of the last meeting having : adherent to the furulu.s uteri, and 

been read, ! tw(j or three folds of the intesliue belnnd. 

iMr, ^VAI-l-ru commenced the business of; L nder these adhesions, the uterus apj>eared 
the evtfiing, by reading to the Soiieiya ofa pale red colour, not unlike hoiUdxrat, 
paper a midwifery case, which he hud and the peritoneuni lliickencd. About six 
found exirfinely interesting while the j‘«-: or ei-ht ounces of fluid were Boating in iha 
tient lived, us well as the pit-miufe.’fiexauu- 1 abdominal cavity, with a great many glo- 
nullon productive of useful informaiiou. j hides of animal oil in it, as red a* the eb- 
About three weeks ago, he was called to set- ; do.uunal muscles, ‘Ihe neck of the uterus, 
the lady in labour with her first child, uiuU r jibe ovarieis, and vagina, perfectly sound and 
tlic care of a iiei^Uhouring surgeon. She \ healtliy. On the right of the recto-vaginal 
was Well made, though shoit; alKiomeu re* | portion, ihtre was a tumour as large as a 
uinrkahiy promim .it, aud the child’s head i hen's egg, with two or three tubercles 
lying over tlio symj.hyeis pubis, pressing | growing from iu exterior. This tumour 
the biUiivUT before it. I he linger m«rt with • contained a cavity, hned by vascular mem* 
Binae obstrucuou; was obliged to be cle- ; hram s. and having small shreds of a soft 
vated, Wild carried over a rough surface, : red substance, resembling an attempt at tho 
before it reacluMi the us uteri. On furiher ; formation of list* tunica decidua. A prohs 
examinatioij, the os uteri yrm fouud to be a; readily enlt-red from the tumour into th« 
little dihitv d, but the other soft }»ai is w ere J vagina, Ou exumiuing the opening nar- 
not much iclaxed, nor was Uieie mucii puiti.i rowdy, it was fouud large enough to admit 
Ordered an enemn. In the evening the , the point of a linger, organised, ami exactly 
pains were slighc, the labour somewhut ad- 1 reseml'ling an os uteri ; no doubt remained 
vanced, the soft pans a little more r*daxs?d, ; that this tumour was a •arontl alcruj. No 
and the os uteri more open. Secsle cernniwni j distinct set of ovaries w'aa observed; the 
3»s. iu infusiou, vidiit h greatly increased ; external genital organs and mainmm re- 
the ptiiiis for ;d>out twenty minutes, but they |raiirkubly well developed, but no tendency 
then ubntt-d, and two repetitious of the | to douhleness of stjucture. The uterus was 
5ea'/« failed to repinductMhem. From this large, and not ihorcnghly contracted, con- 
time, till the following evening at half past mining wdthia its cavity about three or four 
nine, the pains were btrdly perceptible, ounces of red bhmdy- like substance, partly 
though the head had descended consider* 1 solid and pai tly fluid. 'I'he wdiole iniemid 
ably, the os uteri being fully dilated. The lining membrane was of a deep red coloory 
forceps were now resorted to. During the probably atained by the lochia. The neck 
operation, two or three doies of the secalt of the uterus, and upper part of the ragiaa, 
were admifiisiftred. but without efl’ect. 'I'he w't?re covered with flakes «f the colour of 
oieXteraum Woa exceedingly amull, aud the soot, which could be sponged away with 
head y|ry Urge, which occasioned much aninc difficulty. On opening the htad, the 
dilicit)#. After Ute birth of Um child, the dura mater had many bloody points on it. 


occur to moat persous, in perusing the Doc- 
tor’s praise of Hastings, it will not detract 
from tlie useful nod interesting information 
spread throughout the volume. 
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and its Surface Was mueli more moist than in the case ha alluded to, hydrocele existed, 
natural. I’he pin mater had ossific patches and that it was absorbed througU fear, 
on it of the breadth of small split peas, and Dr. I'hornton had seen two or three 
somewhat rough. 'Hiere was an opque cases in which hydrocele bad become per- 
white granular appearance near the falx, fectly absorbed, without any assignabla 
There were a number of lines and points ob' cauao whalerer, they haring been once 
aerred, on slicing through the brain. About 'punctured jtreviously. 
three drachms of waT«r in each ventricle, o« 

well as a little blood and water-like fluid in Dr, SrrwA«T wished to know, teeing 
the spinal canal, hir. Waller regretted many occoucheurs present, whether there 
that no efficient means of treating head was atiy» foundation for supposing that sur- 
aflfections, coming ou on the tldrd or fourtlt prise, desire, or any emotion of the mind 
day, bad vet been found, l liis lady’ had of a mother, could have any influence or 
been, for many years, the subject of severe eflect on her child in utero. 'J he sub- 
attacks of headaob, and just at the part 1 ject had been a good deal before the public 
where the ossific deposition was found, lof late, tlirough the medium oi the news- 
Mr, SiiiKi EV related the following case.] papers. Should it he ascertained, lliat 
which he considered'cupous, and showing jciuidreu could he born wilii their lather's 
very distinctly the curative powers of /rar. name, for instunce, distinctly written iu 
A roach-maker, iu the borough, had a iurge I their eyes, or ou tlieir luieheads, this 
hydrocele, wiiich was tapped hy Sir Astley ! might produce a very serious result ns to a 
(‘ooper. The tumour enlarged again in the j number of those yet unborn. ( i aughter.) 
course of three weeks. iSir Aslley Cooper : Mr. Wallfu considered the notion to be 
then told the patient it would be necessary ! wholly without foundation; first, because 
for him to be confined to bed for a wet*ki“f there being no nervous coimnuuicatiou 
or tw’O, as Sir A. Cooper would have to ■ between the mother and the child : second- 
tap it again, and use an injection topro-jly, because many women w'ere irighteiied, 
duce adhesive iiifiaiumation. Mr. Shiileylaud had desires of diJlcreut sorts, whoso 
had not seen tiie case, uor did he kuow’ t!uit,l chihhf-u were horn without any marks; 
ou the second occa.sit)u, Sir A. Cooper had | and, thirdly, because marks were found 
actually carefully examined the tumour;! upon futuses at all periods of gestation, 
hut the patient WHS a most respectable man, I and where no particular emotions of the 
ou whose word Mr. Shirley could depend, ' niiii<i could be distinctly traced to have oc- 
imd he knew' that Sit A. Cooper ha.l deter- j curred in the mother, 
mined ou operating <m the day after he saw i Several Merubers sjiokc on this ‘subject, 
the coach-maker, therefore he took for -and many < uses of murked ihihlreu weie 
granted that he had examined him. 'i he brought forward; some of them ludicrous 
statement of the surgeon so alarmed the enough. A woman, for iustauce, t/<c <i«w 
patient, that lie went home in a state of f»€forf her delivery of a vine mimtha' child, 
great agitation of uiiud, and from that mo- was frightened hy a sailor mendicant raising 
ment the tumour gradually disappeared, tlie stump of his right arm before her, the 
This Mr.SlnTIey considered, absorption, from arm having been amputated, and therhild nm 
the effects of ^ear. Umi villuntl its r^ht arm I A goose ran 

Mr. C.u.LHivAV looked upon it as a very cackling at another woman, a month before 
Tinscientitic way of accounting tor the dis- her confinement, and the child, lliough the 
appearance of the intumescence. There mother denied having been fiighieried, was 
was no distinct proof whatever before the nWy /rngfct-d / Another child had the figure 
Society, that the second enlargement was lof u on its face, and whenever a cat 
a return of the hydrocele. jentertnl tlie room, that part of the. image on 

'J'he rnrsinKNi thought, Mr. Shirley, to i tin* face which was considered to be tho 
iriairiiain his position, ought to be able to mouae’s noW up' (Great laughter.) 
show, that tin- fear was operating, and corn- Tfie concluaion was, thut lhe fact of (iutdreu 
meosurate with, the ubsc^rption, which he being horn with tlicHc nturka, is indiaput- 
had not done, and whicii would be diflicult. able, hut tluit the cause which prcaiucea 
Dr. l iviMi recollected, that a case was liiem i« involved in profound mystery. 

inenUOued in the lectures, either of Mr. 

Cline or Sir .V. ('ooper, where doubt existed Air, Cu.iawav, late one evening, WTia 
for some time, wlu-ther uu enlargement was railed to st*e » lady iipwardsafaeventy years 
aseurismal. or merely u cemmou tumour : of age, wiiu, fur tliree days before, had biid 
ail length un operation was determined upon, no evuruiiljon from the bowels. She «om* 
The next day the patient was placed oti the plained hut little of uueasirieas; she had ao 
table, hut no vestige of the tumour remained, vomiting, no hiccup ; pulse full and broad ; 
and this was brought forward as an evidejite no anxiety of counttMmnce, and but lUlio 
of the effects of /ear. pain at the pit of (lie stonmeh. The medi- 

Mr. S}nHLi.^’i firm jM-rauasion was, that cal geatletuan previously iu attendance, 
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failing in liis menns to open lier bowels, 
and not satisfied with the patient’s deacrip* 
tion, passed bis hand under the clothes, and, 
in the situation of femoral hernia, felt a 
small tumour. Mr. Callaway was then sent 
for, but, on arrival, did not think the symp- 
toms such as to warrant an immediate ope- 
ration. He ordered an enema, and pro- 
mised to return again in three or four hours. 
Returned, but still saw no urgent symptom. 
On the following morning she had had no 
motion, nor any vomiting, except, us she 


by a physician) with no permanent benefit ; 
frequent hiemorrhages, to a greater or leas 
extent) had taken place. Tlie paina were 
increaaed, and a quantity of bloody oSenaive 
matter bad passed some weeks previously, 
per vaginam. On examination, 1 found that 
ulceration hod taken place to a small extent, 
on one side of the os uteri. The general 
health was evidently impaired. In tins states 
she determined to undergo the operation 
that had been proposed to her in which, 
however, I thought would be unjustifiable, 


then recollected) on the first day of being ; ua no boundary gp the disease could be felt 
token ill, her stomach had rejected a little 'by the most careful examination, the hard- 
broth. He now deemed it right to operate, j ness of the neck appearing to extend to the 
On cutting dow’ii, lie found a small kuuckle j body of tlie uterus, as far as could be ascer- 
of intestine most firmly embraced by stric- toined. In this staie she continued until 
ture—the firmest stricture he had ever seen, j the beginning of August, when 1 mentioned 
Jt wa.s with great difficulty a small-grooved j to her the operation of I)r. Blundell, with 
probe was passed through it, for the pur- i its dangers; informing her, at the same 
pose of divi.sion ; and the black appearance i lime, that his patient had recovered. She 
that presented itself, satisfied the operator | consented to its performance, and requested 
that the incarceration must have existed for ; it might he done without delay, 
a long time. At the moment, he was almost ! The operotion was therefore performed 

hid to conclude that gangrene had taken i at noon on the ijd of September, with tho 

place. 'I bis case, be remarked, was well : assistance of the following Oenllemea 
calculated to show how careful young prac- ; Dr. Renwick “J 
titioners ought to be, not to be misled byi -Mr. Rickersteth I of the Liverpool In- 

the absence of certain usual symptoms, iiorj Mi . Dawson ( firmary ; 


to delay operating for too long a period . 


t \SF, or EXTIRI'ATION or the V’TEKt’> 


.Mr. Hal ton j 

land my colleague at the Dispensary, Mr, 

, { Wainwright. 

j The patient being placed on her back, ns 
! in the operation for lilliotomy, but without 
! binding the bands and feel, Weiss’s specu- 
RyJoHN Mai niCK llANvi n, F.sq „ Snr.van l«n> vagina* was inlroduced, and held by an 
to the Korih y, Um}*oot. 1 asbistant ; astrong book wa.s then passed info 

j the anterior part of the cervix, and the ute- 
Is May, IfViT, 1 was first colled to Mrs. rns drawn down, with little difficulty or 
on account of reteniicm of urine. On in- 1 pain, to about half an inch from the os ex- 
4}uirY, it oppeared she had suffered occu- ! ternura. A strong aneurism needle, ( vviih 
sioual sh(M)ling pains, from pubes to sacrum, j a handle,) having its extremity pointed, and 
for near two years ; that these had become j anned with a double ligature, was ibeu 
more frequent, were accompanied with pain j passed through the. neck of the uterus, the 
across the loins, sense of weight within the | jjook withdrawn, and the ligature held by 
pelvis, and hearing down, and that she was! an assistant, whilst the specuhun was also 
much tn>uhled with dyspeptic sjmploms :* removed, and the labia hehl out of the way 
1 examined the os uteri, and found it pain- - by those on each side. 1 then made a semi- 
ful on being touched, thickened, hard, and i circular incision on the inferior part of tho 
irregular. Catamenia were irregular. j cervix, through the vugina nnd ]»eritoneum, 
I he patient was M years of age, hod en- 1 and widened it with a hernia knife from one 
joyed good health to within the last four’ broad ligament to the other ; afterwards, a 
veurs ; wns mariied at the age of xM, and , similar incision was made at the superior 
kad had two children. In « few years her ; part, aiid extended us before, so that the 
husband died, and since ibeu she has led a ‘broad ligaments and fallopian tubes only THr 
very irregular life. She states that her : mained to be divided. To iiccomjdish this, I 
father died of a cancerous aflcction ; that it ■ first passed the index finger of the left baud 
wofi twice extirpated fiom ilic breast, and through ilio upper opening, and ibc mid- 
auhsequentlv once from the axilla; that at idle finger through tl'.e lower, including the 
length bo died, after sulleriug severely for i right broad ligament between them. 1 thea 
several ycai s. j carefully made an incision, with a scalpel, 

The rcuioval of the neck of the uterus I between the fingers and uterus, close to its 
was now proposed, but not assented to. I body ; the nenrest part of the included j>or- 
In July, Utya, I wns ugniu requested to j tion was thus divided, and was attended 
Tiwit her* Vtirioua remedies had been used, 1 with slight ba’inoriboge. Some time was 
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lost in etideatottfmg to secure tUe bleeding 
vessel, wUich, however, proved unsuccess- 
ful. The luemorrhage not being very pro- 
fuse, I proceeded with the operation, buti 
finding fflv former plan of dividing the broad 
ligament "tedious and difficult, I brought | 
down the fundus, by passing two fingers 
through the up[)er incision, and tlien the 
strong hook between tl»em and uterus ; the 
point of tiie hook was easily pressed into 
the fundus, and thus the object was quickly 
accomplished. The fallopian tubes and re- ; 
maining part of the broadfligaments were 
now- distinctlv seen, aud by passing the 
fingers beneath them, were divided with 
the common scalpel, close to the uterus. 
This was by far the most painful part of 
the proceeiling. 

During the operation the patient lost 
about sis ounces of blood, and was much 
troubled with retching. The intestines did 
not protrude, nor interfere with any j>art of 
the operation. Immediately after the pa* 
tient appeared as well as eoidd be expected ■ 
there was a very slii.‘ht oozlug of blood, but 
apparently of so little consetpieuce that she 
was removed to bed. In the course of 
twenty minutes, or half an hour, she vomit- 
ed severely, and bccarue vt ry faint ; a co- 
agulum of about eiiiht cuncca was exjH'Hed : 
vinegar and water were applied tu the ab- 
domen ariii upper part of the thighs , she 
then ralhed a little, atal after complamimr 
some lime of pain «t the lower part of the 
abdomen, the vomiting recurring, another 
coagulum, rather larger than the tir«t, w*fts 
expelled. She now fvil into a state of 
syncofie ; the retciiin;; remained severe, 
and ainiosl incessant. One hundri J drops 
of laudanum were t;iven, but immediately 
rejecleJ ; .small (junnlities of brai'dy wen* 
miministered, the cold cloths conlinus-d, 
and the patient kept in the horir.outul jmsi- 
tion. The luemorriisge did not return after 
tlm eapuls; ,11 of the second cot; -idum, and 
the pain in the chdi rnen pubsided. .She 
again rallied, aud, in the ns ihe 

vomiting toiilinued extremely eistreBsinu, 
two grill 08 of opium were given, which re- 
lieved fur two hours ; the sickness tlien re- 
turned, Biid four grains were given, wit.h, 
the same efiVc : as tise first dose. 

Sept, tl, wmne. Mas passed a vcm v rest- 
lets night ; courdc nance pale and dvject»*d ; 
puke %, and weak ; el.in moist, and of a 
natural temjferature ; t light pain in the ab- 
domc^nand back ; vomiting less frequent. | 

Miridii, tHHght distention of the abdomen. | 
especially over th- pubes ; has not passed 
any urine since the operation, nor had any 
evacuation from the howek. I hc catheter 
was introduced, and twelve ounces of higli- 
coloured tirin*^ drawn oti ; afterwarik the 
tension was much diminished. 

Vkipert, Bowels purged freely by injec- i 


EXTlBBATIOil OF THE Ul^RUS* 


tioas, and small doses of Sulphate of mag* 
nesitt in infusion of roses ; vomiting aud 
pain relieved. 

Sept. 4, mane* Has passed a better night, 
having slept a little ; general appearance as 
veRterday ; pain in the abdomen sligblly 
increased on pressure ; little or no teosioi| ; 
puke P4, nilher fuller ; vomiting much tlk 
some ; tongue slightly furred ; complains of 
great thirst ; bowels freely open } passed 
urine twice. 

AJtiidie. Pulse 106, harder ; pain and ten« 
sion slightly increased ; bowels open j 24 
leeches were applied. 

rMpere. Pnin little abated ; puke remains 
quick, and rather hard ; about twelve ouiues 
of blotHl were taken from the arm, when 
syncope supervened. 

ft, kfaue* lias passed a restless night ; 
pnin much rt lievi d after the bU eding ; the 
abdomen remains sligblly distended, and 
somcwlml tciuler on pressure ; baa bad two 
cvacuiuioos, aud pnsRes her urine freely ; 
romitiiig continues, and aptu-ara to piodute 
great exhausUon ; puke I'iti, sifiiil! aiid 
weak ; the mustard cntupla-sm was aiiplied, 
which gave leiit f in about twenty nnnuies. 

;l/ci 7 d}>. Puin and tension less ; vomiting 
and thirst mm b nhatt d. 

I Vffjeiv. Die symptoms ubove-menlioned 

worse ; puke very ijuick uud weak ; coun- 
tenauce un.vioiis ; (;old sweats. 

{). .After pu“Mitg a very restless Dij;bt,ui*d 
the symeloms contiimiug with great vio- 
lence, died at six, a.m. 

I he above are the most promint at symp- 
toms ibut occurred. 1 have ihuiiglil it un- 
necessarv to make a longer deta-1 of tlic 
ireatmeilf, as it was not aKenr'ed with a 
fortiinale result, and was only that usually 
employed after hernia, and similitr opera* 
lions. It <d' course ennsisti f! of general and 
local bleeding, wiib t!«e exinbitum of pur- 
gatives, as fur as the condition of t!ie patient 
appeared to warrant. 

The Ji^pearancei if the Ulenn, 

The uterus was mucli larger than in the 
healthy stRle ; Keveral tubercles of varimia 
sizes were loosely altaclmd to tiie body and 
fundus, they were round and very bntd ; 
the cervix and Inuiy were cmmuicrubly 
tbicker and harder titan natunil , ulccraiion 
had taken place on the os uleii, puitunlatly 
ih > lower lip. A section of the uterus ex- 
liibiled tlie common »!qie»jrom.e» of acir- 
rloia ', a circumsi, nbed hartineas w'aa very 
perceptible, e.ttembng from the cervix to 
the body on the loft side: several small, 
romul, hard tumours were imbt'dded in the 
stibaianco of the fundus, 

Esamintiiiim nj the Had^ fm hfun aJUnleatk* 

Oil expoRjng the cavity of the abdoiiten, 
the onicMtum ami imeaiinei wertf f'oimd 



EXTinMTION OP THE OTEHUS. 
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Iitglily Inflamed, and ndlieretltW each otlier 
by an efibaion of lymph. Seretal folds of 
small intestines tilled the pelris, and were 
mote inflamed and adherent than those 
above. The lowest convolutions were firmly 
adketent to the cut surfaces made in the 
0|jiTatioa and to each otlier, so as com- 
jilWtely to close the aperture from within ; j 
(inly a small quantity of serum was effused. | 
The bladder was natural. Tlie perito- 1 
toneiitn, lining the pelvis, had, in general, a 
greenish and somewhat dull appearance, ! 
which, by sonte present, was tlionghi to be i 
of a gangrenous character, but its texture | 
was perfectly firm and unyielding. The ! 
oVQria vrere retained in their usual position 
hy the remainder of the round and broad 
ligaments. The fimbriated extremity of the 
left fullopian tube was found closed, and 
distended with scrum, nearly to the siee of 
11 hen’s egg, and gradually narrowing along 
an incl' of the tube to a point. W’here it was 
again closed. The otarla were, as is usual 
in persona who have borne children, flat- 
tened and corrugated, as if covered with, 
cicatri(?e 9 . The duplicalurcs of peritoneum, I 
forming the broad ligaments, were niore i 
separated below than above, where they i 
incloso the orarin, and were thus kept in | 
union. A very lareful examination was; 
made to discover, if possible, the sources of; 
haMnorrbage. 1 he nrtcries were probably , 
retracted, ns none could ho found divided, 1 
but tlie mouths of several considcrnble | 
veins were seen diblincily on the right side, : 
where the lavera of the broad ligament 
were separated, and traced to the ydoxus at 
the side of the pt Ivis. The blanches of the 
interiKil iliac on this side, and the sperma- 
tic arteries, w'oro examined, but no irre- 
gularity as to size or distribution was dis* 
covered. 

'Ihc following are a few observations 1 
beg to offer on the almve operation, mul 
its conse( jiu*Tict*s ■. — 

1st. I think it due to nivself and the 


pain, in bringing down the cervix uteri 
within aight, when two important parts of 
the operation were performed, w'ithout any 
danger of w'ounding either the rectum or 
the bladder. 

The fundus uteri w'as drawn down 
throngh the upper opening, which, ai it 
was thus brought in the direction of the 
round ligament, appears preferable to bring-t 
ing it through the inferior or lower one. 
Whether it would be better, in a future 
operation, to divide the broad ligaments 
in situ, wilhoul^bringiiig down the fundus^ 
which ccrtaiuly commits a degree of vio- 
lence to the parts, 1 leave for experience 
; to decide ; 1 found it more difficult than I 
I had anticipated, from the great depth I had 
I to reach, and, aft/^r making one or two at* 

I tempts, and wishing to sliorten the opera- 
j tion ns much as possible, 1 desisted. 

drdly. The hauiioi rlinge, at least as far as 
! a careful examination of arteries iininjected 
linay be chn’cnded upon, arose, iK-t from the 
■ division of any vessel tlmt ought not to 
have been divided, hut chiefly from those 
common to the uterus. Une or two rather 
large veins, coming off from the plexus at 
the side of the pelvis, were found divided ; 
and wlien it is rememherpcl that these veins 
have nr) valves, ii is not unlikely a very 
considerable ImMiuirrhage may have pro- 
ceeded from thi^ source ulonc. 

I'll e operation lasted twenty-five minutes, 
and would have been much shorter, if some 
lime had not been lost in eudeavouriug to 
! secure, the bleecliug vessel. 


tXTtneviiov or tnr. irnars. 
IJv Mn,l.uAia, 

r»> lAe Editor o/Tue La sc ft. 


profe.s.' ion to state, that it was not done { 
precipituieiy, 1 had been in attendance, j 
more or less, for nixteen mouths ; the j 
woman was in great and almost constant I 
pain, reudfred unable to follow any occu- 1 
pation, and was t-stiemely an.\ious to have 
some method of relief attempted ; the dis- ‘ 
ease was ndvancing, the ojteiaiion and its | 
dangers were fairly explained, and she per - 1 
sisted in wishing its perforinance. 1 bese j 
drciimstances appear to me nhsvdutely re- i 
quisilc to warrant the performance of so 
fftrmidable an operation. Dr. Blundell up- 
pearii to have taken the same view of his 


Sin. — Sinci* Tiiy last communication on 
ampntati >n, which you was kind enough 
U> iiKSeit in \onr valuable .lourisal, I have 
the saiisfiK'Mun to inform you, that I wit- 
nessed, tins day. Mr. Lixars extirpate the 
wliole o.'' the ireruii, after the scieiilific 
manner pursued by that profound physician, 
Dr. Blundell, ami I have every reason to 
ex)>et i the patient will recover. 

1 liave prevailed oi\ Mr. I/iinrs, W’bo is 
much occupied with bis different avoca* 
lions, to send you a detailed account of this 
most iutciesting operation. 


. „ , , . I remain, vour mucli obliged, 

2dlv. 11m operation performed on uaa 

nccaaion, 1 conceive, admits of more safety i>C 0 Ti ’8 Secvnuus. 

and expedition than that performcil by Dr. 

Blundell. There was no difficulty, nor much Edinburgh, Oct. if, 18'dd* 
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» ENLARGED INTELLECT/' 


OUSBT: GLASGOW ISTIRMARY? 

To the Editor ^ The Lancet. 

Sir,— Y ou will perhaps allow me. throngli 
the medium of your Journal, to inquire of 
your readeis, and the ]>roresBiou at large, 
wliat they would think of the following 
case, if it occurred in a hospital, and of the 
following treatiuejit, if adopted in such a 
cate, by a hospital surgeon^} 

We will suppose then, (for I go no far- i 
tber than sup}>osition,) that some one or ; 
other of the iemale nurses of u royal infir* 
mary, (aud there nre ryyal indniiaries alike 
in Dublin, Ediubuigh, Abe rdeen, and Glas- 
gow)’— we will, I say, suppose that some 
one of the female nurses, (let it be No. i, 

3, or 4, if you like ; or, perhaps, we may as 
well say No. 5,) by some accident falls in 
such a manner as to ittjure the right hip 
joint, and give rise to a considerable degree 
of indammatory action iu that part. We 
will next suppose her confined to bed for 
the space of three days, without ccntsulting 
either of the surgeons ; hut that, at the end 
of that time, a certain surgeon-physician, 
who may thnme at the time to be oueof the 
visiting surgeons, niid in atteiidance on that 
ward, among otheis, in which this unfortii- i 
naie nutse lies, is consulted. We will sti 1 ; 
go on to suppose that this certain Doctor, 
after all due inquiry and exaininvUion, pro- i 
nuunces this lufiaiumation of the hip joint 
lobe a“ dislocation oftlie head of the femur 


former Bufferiogi, by Laving Uieie imple* 
menu most barbarously employed. 

Fancy, now, that you see the several 
members of this very imposing consultation, 
in regular succession, take up their rules 
of admeasurement, and asoeruin most ac- 
curately the length, and breadth, and depth, 
and circumference, of every point of mat- 
ter, which may go to assist in the compo- 
sition of their patient, from her navel 
downwards, even unto the points of her 
toes; fancy all this, I say, to beat ienph 
got through; aud, if it will not tire, just 
imagine the whole to be once more repealed* 
This too being, “ iu the fulness of lime,*' 
brought to an end, you must beliold, or ra- 
ther tliink you beliold, this mighty company 
retiring to one side of the room ; and being 
there surrounded by something less than 
half a score of clerks, (ull starving for lack 
of knowledge, ' standing with wide-stretched 
eyes, and gaping mouths, and their “ long 
ears prick* d forward,” apparently deter- 
mined to see, and hear, anti swallow, evexy 
thing that is intended for them, and H 
much more as may' chance to drop from the 
lips of tiie k-arued and the true. k 

[ Just suppose yourself sitting in anxious 
exjjectatioii, during llie time this precious 
host is standing “ iu council solemn and dc- 
liher'atiou deej»,” to decide on tije nature of 
the case before them, and the treatment 
which ought to be pursued. Fancy yourself 
I quietly hoping for a treat, in streiag the pul- 
leys presently employed, and tell me what 
I must he your surprise and astonishment, 
wlien, tlio (k)uncil being dissolved, you are 


into tlieforao^en ovale,” and accordingly uses 
the pulleys, for the purpose of ri duting this 
supposed dislocation, without success. We 
will, in the next place, suppose thepalietitre- 
turned to bed, and, at the expiration of a fovr 
dny'fi, agaiu dragged into the operating the- 
atre, to have the reduction of this iiuaginary 
dislocation effected. Conceive the surgeon 
still foiUrd, and then fancy him retiring for 
a while, (during which time his patient is 
left in the theatre), to couhuU Sir Astley 
Cooper on dislocations, and rtluraing, in the 
course of a few minutes, as wise as when he 
left her. Imagine him sending her once 
more to bed, hut not till after he has the 
second time made a great and lu^roic at 
tempt (with tiie assistance of his pulleys, 
sod some four- and- twenty men of strength,) 
to give the jmor unfortunate, relief. Sup- 
pose bim next, f ftft**r a few day* more have 
olapseid,) to have itssembled , under the name 
of** seotMultation,” a uiigiily cohort of the 
learned and the wise. Fu iure to yourself i 


coolly informed that its members are uii- 
ceriaiii whether there •* mitc /«, or fier bat e 
fjfen, any didocalion ! ! ! ” \\ hut, let me ask, 

must the public, us well as the pupils, think 
of such a surgeon ? And allow roe to in- 
quire, if such be a suitable man to till the 
situation of a liospittvUurgeon, where he has 
not only the education of Ins pupils to direct 
and complete, but the liealth, and happi- 
. rii ss, ami life, perhaps of hundreds, under 
j his peculiar and immediate care f Ami tell 
me, ought not this kind of treatroeni rather 
I to have been expected in those times, when 
;our profession was considered us a " ray«- 
tery,” than to take place in the present day', 
when it is looked upon us an art,” and as 
“ a science ? ” 

I am, Sir, 

li’our obedient semnt, 

Thomas CAsmt. 

I*. S. — A few words to Mestri. Wood o&d 
Co. in my next. 


the wretched patient once more (i.e. for tlie { 


third time) biornght out, and stri'iche<i upon 
s bed on the ftoor, with the dread implt*- 
pteutcnts of our art spread around Iter, and 
in taomtuUtry few of a renewal of alt her 
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I 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. | 

! 

CASE OF A LAHOR UNM ANAOEAULE TUMOUR 
ON THE SCAPULA. j 

Thomas Selmvood, mtat. 35, of short: 
stature, ruddy complexion, and healthy ap’ ' 
pearance, though not of strong constitution, I 
was admitted into Magdalen Ward, under! 
the care of Mr. Earle, on the 31st of July,; 

I 

The patient stated that he liad been! 
coachman to Lady Stapleton, near Henley, 
and that about fifteen mouths ago be was 
crushed against a wall by a horse. He 
thought he had sustained no serious injury, 
and, for a time, took little or no notice of 
what bad passed. 1 lie first time his atten- 
tion was drawn again to it, was by the de- 
tectiut. of n swelling of about tlie size of a 
pullet's egg, projecting from the inferior angle 
of (he left scapula, and which he concluded 
ntust hare been forming for some time be- 
fore he perceived it. It gave him no pain, 
hut increased rapidly in size ; and from the 
inconvenience arising fromits hulk, he w'as, 
at length, under the necessity of applying 
for professional advice. He was put under 
the care of Dr. ruckwell, of Dxford, who, 
after paying attention to the. state of the 
patient for some lime, w'as induced to state, 
as his opinion, — “ 1 think this tumour would 
he belter uway, but 1 do not like to remove 
it." Selhvood wa‘; then sent to town with 
a recommendation to get under the care of 
Mr, Earle, 'i'he tumour is now as large as 
the head of a full-grown ftetus. rather oval- 
sliaped, perfectly smooth, and when grasped, 
(which may he done forcibly, without occa- 
aioning any pain whatever,) feels as hard 
bone. It would appear to be firmly coa 
nected to a great portion of the dorsum 
of the scapula. The glands in (he neck, 
on hulh sides, and left axilla, are en- 
larged ; those in the neck to about the 
size of a filbert ; those in the axilla, not to 
80 great MU extent. Mr. Earle got Mcsara. 
Vincent and ?>tanley (Mr. Lawjence was 
not iu town ) to examine the tumour w*ith 
him ; and, in the result, informed the 
pupils, that but for the eulargemcnt of the 
glands, he should have undertaken the re- 
moval of the growth forthwith. In conse- 
quence, however, of such enlargement, he 
deemed it prudent, at nny rate, to wait the 
event of a short period 8 attention to the 
pitieut’s general Jitfalih, 

August 5. He enjoys excellent health.' 
Tiio tumour, particularly within the last! 
fortnight, has much incrt?aaed in size, but isl 
atill free from pain, even on pressure. 51r.| 
Skey (attending during the tein}»orary ah* 
isenoc of Mr. Earle) fcela disposcdi from the 


increased enlargement, to attempt the re- 
moral of the tumour, but wishes Mr. Law- 
rence to see it first. Mr. J^awrenee is of 
opinion, that the growth proceeds either 
immediately from the scapula, nr, that it is 
in very close contact with it. Mol with- 
standing its firm consistency, from its rapid 
production, general appearance, and the 
otherwise sound constitutional health of the 
patient, he cannot think it is bone. Its re- 
moval would be#n operation no one ought 
to be ambitious to perform ; and, therefore, 
in his judgment, Mr. Skey will act wisely 
to defer the use of the knife, at all events, 
until Mr. Earle's return. He looks upon the 
case as one likely to terminate unfavourably. 
Mr. Skey, iu compliance, has relinquished 
the idea of operating. 

Sept. 17. 'I’he patient thinks his general 
health is better now than it ever was, and 
that it has daily improved aince lie came to 
! the hospital. Mo remedies have been re- 
sorted to, except attention to the general 
health. The tumour is, ut least, ime-tfiird 
larger than when first seen here. There is 
now’, occasionally, felt an aching parn in it. 
The covering integuments are greatly in- 
creased in vascularity. In the most depend- 
: ing part of the enlurgement, there is a slight 
; fiuctnaiion felt, as if there wras a small por- 
! tion of fluid contained in a cyst. Mr. Earle 
had passed an acupuncture ueedle into its 
: substance, before he left town. His opinion 
; now is, ilmt if cut into, the tumour would 
probably present a mixed medullary and 
scirrhous appearance. From i?8 increased 
enlargf'tm nr, the unfavourable, appearance 
of the covering integuments, the state of the 
patient’s chest, and the condition of the 
glands, he thinks the disease malignaat ; 

' also, that as the operation of removal would 
he an extrcmelypaiuful one, and from wltich 
no equivalent advantage could be fairly ex- 
pected, it ought not to be performed. Dis- 
charged incurable. 

;CASE OF tXTFVSIVE PRArTrlU. OP THE 

SKI LI., wmi nEPHESSlON OP HONE. 

HEAT 11. 

; Browne, letat, about *10, was ad- 

! milted into the hospital, under the care 
of Mr. Earle, on the ;!»Oth September, He 
was iu a state of extreme iutoxiratioa 
when admitted, and remained evideutiy 
I under its influence for a long period 
I afterwards. He. was quiie insenaible; and, 
on examination, there was found a most 
extensive fraclnie of the skull. As nearly 
as possible, one lutlf of the Icllt 
lal bone was driven in upon the snbstanes 
of the brain, Mr. Earle, at three o'clock, 
P.M., (soon after admission,) elevated and 
ft*moveil this portion of bone, and the pa- 
|iieiit then showed tame sign of ae&sibiiity. 
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Soon after the operation, i>o shrunk when 
pinched. Mr- Earle thou|,rht the fnicture 
extended not only across the whole skull- 


nation, it was found that the integuments 
covering the back part of the loreanu were 
laierated to n great extent, detachingthe 


extended not only across the V. i* exposing the muscles, some of 

cap, but into, or across, the whole base of fas ^ ^IVullo partially lacerated. There 
the skull. There wos on opening of tAree - , ■ | and no 

iu .1,= coronal 

Hardly any effusion apiieored to liave taken , ,.,.1,5, He was jrameiiiately 

place, on electing the '"J* rtea'.'’”,,; lacerated parts teeru 

of bone. From so an injury, no | ^ ^ in upposiUoai 

hope whatever was f | J ‘og.ible with adhesive atrap*. The anu 

a he patient had been sMt iK ^ i i -j’ ,,on a pillow, and the spirit wash or- 

of a cart, from which he fell while dnvnig the ‘‘“1 . constantly applied. A dose 

horse, with his head upon the street close j df r k 1 to J ^ ^ » 

to the hind-legs of the animal. ^V heiher o i ^ passed a restless night, and 

the iujurv arose from the fall alone. I*)' ® I lie com- 

kick from liie horse hv the wheel passuig ; 

over the head, or by wert removed, and the spirit wash 

ciroumstuncescoinbuied.cmiMnotDeakcer B annlied. Very little mllauimaliou 

tamed. In the course o the evening he i„ evening tho 

became extremely irntahle and i . re*dressed with Uut, and «up- 

which continued during the night, tjrdered , pa ^jU^sive straps, looaely applied, 

an enema, and a dose of cubnid and jalap. . before. 

immediuielv. , , 1 n; Sj«ce the last report, suppuration has 

October 1. Very uttle alteration has taUn , • belter, and is 

place except that he IS m«.,i^tth^^ t® 

was dunn. the nigh ^ ^ : aipped in nitric acid lotion to the wounds, 
section at SIX, a.m.. a I .-,x» ^ tight, i.m., J] ^ covered w’Uli a Un- 

repeat venesection, ad ;.iXlV. . ' ^ 

a, H. spoki! -'f'"':*' ; ".^1. Th.. woiiiia’i. p»rli>lly gwiiilolini!. 

twelve 0 cl»y "■“‘‘.'j'; ,l"|,„..ilv l...l .l.e .-a,-... urc .t.il .l..Uiil.y »>ul t.Kgca. 

Well lu'ira tu a licuUtc. ‘ ,„,.a ^ aipH lu u ..iluuou 

any ptottuviou of the brum, but „f ^obu mi over tlri.. a 

fT«m it «.r«i..ay otlVoave. Su,.imrul.<m ; ‘ \ i'J;,,;’,,; 

and alousbiii? are coiog on. I'u-sf vourp. am , 1^ pctfectl j free from 

1 .^). TwooVlod,-. .••v... Ibe „ -/J'L m onbeultbv m 'Ibo 

became lalmrious. ami be » e of ,.u. .a c»i.iooa aiol haaltby, 
aj.proachKr;: disA dutum. ami the granuluimns increase. Ordered to 

:i. He lingered till »c'en tins e e k* two L'rains of the sulphate oi Muiairie, 

aoa ex,orr4, ryter aeu. . e traerure wu. , ‘f;;- 

asreruiued to huve ' ‘ ^ sv.if ,,«» » a dav, uud to continue the appUca- 

ocroaui the wl.ole of ilae baa<‘ of U.c s.ull ^ i » » » ^ 

but the examinati ni was conducted «o irrt • ; • luipruved iu every respect, 

gnlarly, and with | ]f^, i i.; uvanuhiUous are now on a level 

♦edification 01 ' 7 . bv ' wiih iS.e surrounding partH , iu sumo placea 

in the detn -house were to hi n by ^ commetued. 

most of ititin, tliere wa.-r no po-^ . | i be w'oundsi arc nearly heaU-d. 

tracing any further eni'cts from tuc injury . ■<■ »• ^ - 

coemi Ai, AMr(ii.v«-™0('i:r. VITOS or rv- 
1S(, nil AJlfll! 

Thomas Ik-.'hy, a?tui. ;:.i, a muscular ami 
healthY-lookinv; yauiig man, wa» admitled 
into Naiimun’s ard,on ilie J lih of ;\ugnst, 
under the cate of tie- •• .'etiior Surgeon. 

lie slated , lliwi uhoiil five w»‘eka back, m 
wheeling n harrow loaded with clay along 
»ome plankn. his f mi fehpiHui ofl. and hi# 
tuv,.j was smidi'tily placed UJioti the grouiKl, 
and he felt soinodung give woy in ht# hftin, 

nr U> tiHtj hi# own i XJ»re*aion, hf htttftt It 

erkk.’' lie wa# imuiediaudy auiiMfd with 
a iiumbijeiuii of the whole hwib, and an 
ttcUiiiK liaiu »» tli<‘ 

nf^^jad#, hu Icil a auiull luiwp itt hi# ham, 


Cil VhS iiosriTAL. 

txrr-N**''*' or »ui- -'t*'** 

RoWi M.umv. uUt. 4^£. »n«*cjdat 

ntifl, was itdmiUrd into Cornehu# # \UrU 
on the 9ih oi Auiiiisf, under llie care of the 
** Senior Surgeon, ‘ lie slated, that at ( am- 
b«rw«U fair he imsm«i‘Ui»iy put hi# hand 
through the lmr« of la lion # den, and wa.-* 
lotting the naifftar# head, when it «trnck at 
tiia mkfiily with it# paw. and merely 
ituscritted hi# urm. He wu* itomediaitdy 
txiiifeyed to iiut ilospiia), whexe, oa exami- 
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and Ins attention was more porticulariy di- 
rected to it, by its being attended witli a 
distinct throbbing seni;atiun. This awelling 
Ko rupiilly increused in a few days, as to 
coinj/ietely incapacitate him from walking. 
In this slate he applied to the Hosi»ital ; 
when ndinitted, the nneurismal tumour was 
considerably larger than a jiullers egg, and 
coMjjileioly oecujiic'd the popliteal space. 

M lu" patient said, that it had increased ra- 
pidly within the last ten days. Its pulsa- 
tion was strong. I’ressure upon the artery 
ht the groin completely restrain' d the pul- 
rntion, isiul the tumcnir then became almost 
obliterated. He was ordered to keep his 
bed. Some mild aperients were adndnis- 
teri'd, and he was bled to ill ounces. I’he 
operation was performed on the 2(>th Aug. 
riiere were two nerres clos-ly in contact 
with the artery, where it was taken up. The 
nerve upon the inside of the uitery was ea- 
teinul to the sheath, and tbat u]Km ilieouli-r 
siile of the artery was within the sheath. 
After the operation, the patient was placed ' 
in bed, u iluuuel stocking was put upon the 
leg, and it was laid upon pillows, sliglitly 
flexed. In a few hours the temperature hud 
incresfjed : the putieiit was free from pain, j 
luul only felt a little liogling sensation in 
I’ne integuments of the leg. 

g7. He- passed a g iod night. Ihe stock- 
ing was removed, riicre was no pulsation 
in the tumour. 

:h». riu; limb U now of the same tempe- 
rature as the opposite, 'I’he tumour le- 
niain.'i much tlu same. The wound was 
dressed to-day for the tirst time ; the upper 
part has firmly adhered. 

Si‘pi. «1, Since the last report he has been 
rapidly improving ; the wound lias healed at 
every point, excepting wliere the ligature is 
jdaeed. I he tumour has considerably di- 
iniuislu-d. 

ii'd. 1 he ligature came away last Tuesday 
week, being days after the op»eraliun. 
'i he wound has everywhere healed ; the 
tuinuur is less than luiif iu original sixe. 


wr>M ISM 1 n nesiMiAL t. wr.8TJ.iiN nos- 

cirAL. 

TiiJ, G. Guiime^ hV/., Sur>*f tm, 2, Ikria'Uy 
•'street, I'icctiUiU^. 

Sin, — Allhcuigli 1 have been repeatedly 
mfonned, within the last few weeks, that 
you have taken every opportunity of speak- 
ing dismpeotfully of the Western Hospital 
—moreover, that you have actually stated, 
“ it shoold not be reeogni.sed by Col- 
ic ge oflsurgeous 1 tuoU no notice pf tinich 


illiberal ity, not only considering it as the 
mere eflect of that jealousy for wnieh; — par- 
don me. Sir— 1 am conscious of daily giving 
ample cause, and as the production of the 
littleness of mind of a private individual ; 
but deeming the ’source from which such 
conduct could proceed, beneath my notice, 
j But now that I understand you have be- 
cnivie a pnltUc officer, 1 feci it iny duty p«6- 
\lictp to inform you, that 1 do not consider 
I siicii observation at ell becoming one who 
i has been, on en%ring bis new’ office, svwm 
i to impartiality ; one who is only a Junior 
I surgeon to an hospital* that contains only 
; about seventy beds; <p^ie who, to obtain that 
I very ap}» intnient,,had to solicit my vote, 

*i am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

VV. W. Slfioh, 

2.*>, Upper Seymour Street, Portman- 
Square, October if, IBiitt. 


innEGl’l.AU ATTlNOAKCt; OF THE SUnOEONS 
at Till: nujioi ou Hosrn Ai.s. 

To the FJilor of Tit E La n( et. 

Sin. — As vnu hove invnrinbly evinced a 
laudable readiness to publish, in your.lour- 
luil, any ('.immimicaiion calculnted to ad- 
vance the interests of the riuniical pupil, I 
am induced to request tlie insertion of the 
following ; — 

In (ronstnjucncc of the appearance, in last 
w’«?ek’H I.anmt, <if Mr. Karle’.s proposal to 
make his visit at IbiTtbolomew’s Hespital at 
i H A.M., for the purpose of enabling the pupil 
to observe tlie practice of each surgeon, 
irinuy of the Boroui^li students, perceiving 
the advantages of such a re^iulation, are 
exCieduigly desirous thui a similar ona 
should be ttdojtted at om; or both of tlie 
Borough Hospitals. Such a reguliftion ap- 
pears },nirticuUirly suited to the Borough 
llospituls, as the visits arc made usually on 
the same day, and at the same hour, at 
each ; so that the privilege of atiendinv’ the 
practice of both, does not exist in reality; 
vet the surgeons never fail to announce this 
fall-icious privilege in their advertisements, 

I’he ndoplion of such a regulation would* 
not only be an act of justice to the pupils, 
but would he one of great personal convem- 
eiice to the surgeon. 

Should this intimation of the feelings of $ 
gront mini her of the pupils meet vfilh pro- 
per atteiuioa, you will ctijoy the grstifica- 
tion of having promoted iu this insiaueo, as 


• ’Ibis hospital Is recognised only p«* 
famr. Vide Hegulatho the Jittd, of Koyal 
CjpUegfl of Swigeous. 
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to CORRESPONDENTS. 


in many others, the interests of medical 
students. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 

A Borouoh Student 

[We have reteived several other letters 
on this subject, some of which complain 
bitterly of the non-attendance of the sur* 
geons at the appointed hour for operating 
on Tuesday last ; in consequence of wdiich, 
many of the pupils were prevented from 
hearing the anatomica) Lecture at St. Tho- 
mas’s Hospital. ’Fhe pupils have the re- 
medy in their own hands ; they have only 
to act with spirit and discrimination, and 
the evil will be instantly removed. They 
sliould meet, and present a KEMONSTUANct 
to the surgeons ; should this have no effect, 
they con demand, and legally' recover, their 
entrance fees.— Ed. L.] 


TO CORHLSPONDENTS. 

CoMMi’ NiCATiONs J;ave been received 
from Dr. Fdw a/u*-! — M r. K. La.nvos, Jun. 
— A C(>\.<^'iANr Ki:Ai>h:n — Mr. .1. Kkoo- 
OATT— A KtAr»nioF J fii LA,\( i.i — .Mr. ,L 
Jforrrov — Mr. Dt. i a Fov* — .Mr.l’. Koi 1 1 
— .Mr. J. Frnnov — M Fiijt i’.* — .Mr. \V . 
Cuof'EH — Mr. “ 1 M At 's .\i./ 

— -'Iti'MM's Gi vi.ssjs — Homi n' i 
ArcfSATOR— Mr. J, Cunris—A I'reiL— 
Lekxox. 

Mr. C ATI, rtt’s letter, with his suliKHTrip- 
tion of ,£9 U) (i, for the distressed Medi 
csd Gentleman and Family, in our next. 

'I'Uc medical department of ll»e London 
Lnifersily has assumed a luuht promising 
aspect ; llie number of p«]uls already en- 
tered. has fur exceeded the expectiitiuna of 
the most sanguine of its supporters. The 
.accommodatioos fur the pupils are admirable 
Uid unrivalled, and a SiEWAnn has been 
appointed who supplies excellent dinners, 
breakfasts, soups, Ac., at less tlian one hali 
i)f tJic charges at the inferior coffee houses , 
indeed, the arrangements for the instruction 
and comfort of tiie students, cannot be 
MuMcteath' praised. 

Tins removal of Mr. Cdiarlea Bell fmm 
the Wiadimll Street iScIkm^I, tnust prove tlie 
ruin of fliat mifentble estahiisiinient. Mr. 
Bell, we aro told, Hold the good-wtU of the 
conceiu (thtii tlio jmpiU are bar letod like 


a flock of sheep, or a herd of swine,) to the 
MionrEsEX Owl forl.MX)!., of which sum 
he has refunded 4*001., in consetjuence of his 
appointment in the Loudon Diiiversity. 

Panope” hss our thanks ; the subject is 
one of interest, and shall receive adequate 
attention. 

We w'iil endeavour to And a place for at 
least a portion of the letter signed AAr/^era. 

A — The inquiry shall be instituted. 

Wo are obliged to “ Medictis” for bis ex- 
cellent critique on the Lectures of a Dr. 
('hambers ; but we do not consider that the 
Doctor or his Lectures tre worthy of no- 
tice. 

Tlie letter signed " W. Cooper,” was 
surely intended as a hoax. 

A Sub.scriher suggests, that great caution 
should be exercised in electing a surgeon to 
the Hosjiital Ship “Grampus,” as the late 
surgeon sent his “ litlioioiny cases” to the 
London ami otlier Hosj)ital8. 

“ Mt'diens” i.s referred for “ the mode of 
treatment ’ to Tufc Lancet, No, page 
d'Jl. 

It i.s not likely that we shall publish the 
outline of Cieology, 

Our “ first” Glasgow Correspondent is re- 
quisled to forward his tcfily to Messrs. 
U ood uml Co., as .soon us jiassible ; the letter 
of Ills “frit lid” shuil be ]»ublished next week. 
We published the “ Introductory Lec- 
tures” four years tigo ; the same lectures 
art* deiiverei! now, and the same lecture^ by 
many per.-ions have been delivered these 
twenty yt ‘‘rs ; under these cin umstaners, 
It IS surely unnecessary to publish them 
agmu. 

"Observer” complains of the dcprvda- 
tions of a U \ r among the morbid *' spied - 
mins” Viud prepararions in th«' Birming- 
ham Mospitid ; the creature, it appears, is 
not only a Bat. but a cormorant ; if its 
flights to the said hospital be not less fre- 
quent, and less annoying, we shall clip the 
little atuni;ir.T wings. 

“C.S.” next week ; will he favour ua 
with his name, ccmfidenlially I 
The Middlesex Hospital is not beneath 
notice, but the stirgiriil practice is. 'I'ho 
Owl, w’e hear, has sent his beak through a 
strangulated gut— where w»« the coroner ! 

Ihunks for the notice of the case of 
Fetanui, hut we have no relish for benighted 
Uyatertan .Surgery 

We will endeavour to procure the For- 
mula inquired for by a “ Coattant Headr'T.” 

“ F. B. D.” ia requested to till in Bedl* 
ford Bqmxi-f beforts twelve o’clock# 
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depend upon tlieir containing within them" 
selves the principles of action, which in 
them are equal and opposite to each other. 
These muscles ard thrown into action tire 
instant the heart begins to lice ; they grow 
with its growth, and strengtlien with its 
strength, so long as the animal of which 
iJiey form a j»art continues in liealth ; their 
action diminishes in regularity as health de- 
creases. and fmall)’ ceases w'lth the extinc- 
tion ot life. What the wonderful power is, 
by wliich these eft’ects are produced will, 
in all probability, never be knowrt by any 
living being ; at all events it is not intended, 
in this investigation, to enter into the in- 
quiry. 

I’hcre are four conditions or states of 
the muscles, which it will be proper to un- 
derstand, and, BO far as it may be done, to 
explain : 

First, the state of absolute rest ; as wlien 
a person lies down in u horizontal position 
to sleep, or to remain in any other state of 
positive inactivity. When the muscles are 
hi this stale, every voUmtary ucLiou ceases, 

. . , and nothing goes on but the circulation of 

'I'liose who.se lives are. suppoitcd by these 1 1 lie blofnl, and Kiich other functions as are 
vei:y actions, do not .se<;ra to know that thw j ui ct‘s>,"iry to continue life in the body. If, 
exist ; and the leatned, wJiose province it is | wheti u man lie.s iu a sound sleep, you raise 
presumed to be, have made no rational in- 1 bis hand, or any other member, the iastnnt 
vestigatifui ou the subject, at least none tliat 1 you lei it out oi' your band, it faiis as if it 
1 have been able to discover. J’his being ! were lifeless. If a man who is fast asleep 
the case, it remaiiiji one important subject | could, wilhoiil disturbing him. be raised and 
for investigation that is still untouched. As j set upright upon his feet, the instant you 
it lies directly in iny way, in that course ^ let him go, be would fall to the gruumi as if 
which I have pursued, I shall, perhop.s, ! he. were dead. Sleep is. indeed, the perfect 
be excused for attempting to examine it ; j image of death . 

certain, that if I produce bo information The second state of muscular action, it 
my.self, I .shall afford an opportunity to wnne what 1 shall venture to call positive muscu- 
wlu) may he belter qualified to correct me, lar action, of whicli I will give this one er- 
and to produce that information which I ample. W hen the anchor-smith raises hit < 
may not be able to couimutacnte. hammer, whirls it round his head till it has 

ftl oscular action, if it cun be arranged in acquired its full power, and then strikes it 
a manner similar to that in wducU Nature upon the hot iron with all his force, heia 
has arranged the muscles by which its effects in pcsifiiy action. The experience of every 
are produced, may be placed in two divi- one will enable him to recollect many ex- 
atous, first, muscles, wdiose action is iuvo- amplos of the some condition of the mu»- 
luntary and, second, muscles whose ac- cles. The lliird condition of the muscles is 
tions are subject to the will of the smiiuul Umt which exists while the muscles am 
in whose body they exiat. passing from the stale of action to a state of 

Of the first, the chief are the mus- rest, or tire wmstt ; it is the most fugitive or 
chfs of the heart j their actiona seem to versatile of any, nod can only ba |M?rceived 
No. F 


A LECTURE 


MUSCULAR ACTION, 


MU. SHELDRAKE. 


As all the diseases, distortions, or defects, j 
which it i.s now jjroposed tocure, to correct, j 
or to alleviate, are believed to originate in | 
a derangement of the natural muscular ac- 
tion ; and as it is now proposed to remedy 
those ilefoo.ts, by restoring that action to its 
natural course ; it is proper to begin by eu- 
deuvouring, at least, to discover wbat mua- 
culai action is. 

1 1 is a remarkable fact, that there is not 
a living being in whose body the most wou- 
derful actions arc not continually going on, 
a$ yet none have 

taken tli<* trouble to ascertain what they are,- 
or how their visible cfl'ects are orodiieeH. < 
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in the action of any mnsclt's, during the brief within our own knowledge. Tf we were to 
time of iheir jirogress from the state of ac- take a strong young man, of given siae and 
tion to the state of rest. weight, — a feeble old man, whose size and 

The fourth eondition or state of the mns- weight should be the same, — and a 8tatu(>, 
cles 1 shall venture to call suspended, of or even a dead ami stift” corpse, whoso 
regulated, muscular tension or action ; al- siae aud weight were ei]ual to those of the 
though it is the most important of all the others, — and place tlu'Se ditl'ercnt ohjects 
conditions in wliich living muscles exist, no quite erect in tlie same position, then jmsh 
writer that 1 know of, has taken the least the dead ligure with as little force us will 
notice of it. ; it has fallen to my lot to be derange llie eipiilihrium in wliich it is 
the first to oder it to notice, and attempt placed, and it will full to the ground ; a 
to explain its ]>ropeniefi ; T trust that, if jn gentle push will throw down tlie feehle old 
BO doing I should full into some errors, 1 man ; but it will require greitt exertion to 
sliall he excused, from the novehv of the ovcrilirow the very strong man. Why are 
subject, and if any one will suggest a more these things sol What is tliis principle, 
appropriate title for that condition of the liv- which, acriitg ujion matter, counteracts tlie 
ing muscles, w’hich 1 sliaU endeav mr to de* immutable laws of gravity t It is not, itself, 
scribe, I shall willingly withdraw that which mutter, for it has m> weight. If a nuiu were 
I hare given, to substitute a belter in its weighed, inmiediately killed by auffoeat ion, 
®f®®d. and wtigheil again, he would be found to 

if a strong man grasps any thing firmly weigh more, after he was dead, than he 
in his hand, nil the mmscles of his arm he- did when lie was alive ; yet it i« s- intthing 
come very firm while he holds it first, hut he that is abstracted from the living body vvlien 
cannot hold it so long; if he uttempted to death tiike.s place: for it is a well-known 
do so, some of the muscular fibres would i fact, that, if a weight is suspemled to Oau 
relax, others W' ulti follow, u tremulous nt.o- j or more dead muscles, tlitil weight would 
tioTi w'oi'ld appear in the arm ; that motion \ tear those mu.scU!« to pieces, which, when 
would incrciue till, in ilie end, the muscles! they were alive, would have borne, it with* 
would bej'oiiie quite ndas' d. asul iln- object j out irieouvenience. 

that had been 'leld would fall toth*- ground. | 'I’hi.s princijde is certninly something that 
If the man who lieUi it was determined toieomiecU the mind with the body, ut the 
inainftun iijfi grafsp as long as |H»s>ihlc. he ! .'Uine time that it exists imlepcudent of 
would grasp it ajain wiioii he feut.d his hand i cith- r, when under ta culiar circumstances ; 
giving way ; tl.is action would he freipientiy for example, wlien 8*mie parts of a body be. 
rejictued, esK Ixtimt; weaker than that which ; emu- diseasi-d. or drranced by many "acci- 
|)recefit'd it, tiil, al last, the hand wouid i >ieiii8, li:e mind cannot exert its iufiueiu e 
cpiite lose ii.s jiower of bolding the iibjeet.itn bring lh-/»e parts into action, however 
mid it would tail to ihe urouml. It is ipiite ; desirous the person miiy be to <ln so. li. is 
impossible thnt any imecles slumld main- i lujt, itself, life, fur hfu often exi.st 4 in parts 
tain tbemse|ve.s in any otu- act, ion lor any; of u body for rnaitv yeara, without the suf* 
lecgiij of time, without varying its applicn- 1 ft rer Imving the Icaai power to bring those 
tion, «o a.H to renew their strength ; this i^ ; parts into urlioii, idihough he mav have 
the first jiriiu iple iijion which all muscular ^ the .stnmge.^t de.sire t > do jiu ; but vim munt 
action depemis. i exti aorduuirv of all ihe piiuifs that liiis pnn- 

It is recorded of tlse Ootonian athlete, ! cij'le is sonieiiiing distinct from min<l and 
?rIilo, that Ro irreat was his strength, ihat J from muUer. is that which w«h iru utioned 
lie would stand upon a metal shield which j by .luhn iiantcr. lie said, " That whcti 
JukI been plentifully covered with grease, i muscles had, Ut all rippefintnce, hi.st idl their 
with such firmness, that he successfully j power of volunlarv nclion, he li:ul often 
resisted the effort.** tiial were made bv ! restored that jtower, by foi ring them, for a 
several strong men to push or to pull h ngth of lime, to act by means of an asslsl- 
him from the station on which he had fcjied aof, in tlie .same wmy' that they would act if 
himself. Ibis is, of course, a fable; hut. they had their nitiuial power." 'I'liia very 
“ like most of the Grecian fables, it was made extraardinary fact was nu niioned by Mr. 
to explain, pnignaaticidly, a fact. 'J be Gre- Jluiiter, as having been proved many times 
clans knew move of vhe actiou of muscles, in within his ow n know!, dgc ; uml (iie im* 
all ih® exercises in whicli they passed their pression his iiifoimation made upon my 
lives, than has been known by any people mind first led in(r into these iavcMigations, 
who have existed since* their days; and their and has produced imjtorlant proofs of its 
invention of this story of Milo, proves they success, which must pul an end to all doubts 
knew that this principle, which 1 have called of the reality of ilie fact, as well as of Us 
regulated muscular tension, was either it- impovtsuce. ” 

self muscular strength, or one of the prioci- Having estaldished the reality of fegu* 
pal causes of it. lated muscular tension, assn ahslract prin- 

We may bring this subject still more ciple, it will be proper to mcntioji some 
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proofs of it that may be entitled to obser 
valion. 


more ; for, if any mneculaT action istoofre* 
j.,. , queutly repeated, debility is produced, and 

Jfirst. When a man is going to run a race, ; injury suatained. Hence it is evident, that 
lie staudg prepared at the startiug>]>oat, iutd ; it is sometimes necessary, and always ad • 
looking earnestly for the signal, which, be- visaWe, that, when young peojde are em- 
*ng given, he dashes off instantly, and does , ployed in exercises that are intended to im- 
^t lose a moment til) he arrives at the ^oal. | prove their health, or produce any other 
He has fdaced himself in o proper position ; j specific effect, they should be superintended 
his muscles w-ere so far braced up, and kept j by some one who is, from actual knowledge, 
in the proper state for action, that, upon | competent to teach and advise them what 
receiving the signal, be had only to dart his; to do, and what to avoid, 
will into them, —if J may be allowed to use ! In the ordinai> occupations of life, this ia 
tlie expression,— to «el off’ without loss of ; not the case. The son of a labouring artisan 


him to know the exact state iu which every jin the use of them,* aci^uires his habits, and 
muscle should be kept, that it might be in- : becomes possessed, at lost, of all the pe- 
stanily used to the best advantage. 1— -i.---. - 

Second. Two WTesllers engage in a con- 
test ; they stand up to, and grasp, each 


culiariiioa of his class. 

The son of a cottager, ia, soon after he 
can stand, set to drive sparrows from the 


lethcr; all their muscles are kept in that j com, then to attend the horses at plough ; 
state of tension that I have endeavoured to j he at last follows the i>iough. and becomes 
ilescrihe ; tliey attempt, by alinttst imper- ' a ploughman himself, with all the saniepe- 
ceinible dfjgfees.lo feel each other's slrengUi, I culinrities that attend the other individuals 
till one, timiing his opportunity, by a violent | of his class, 

and unuipecled exertion, gives Ills opponent j ^ But the ca.se is v< rv diUVrent with the 
‘*^**^^’ ; c'iiidivn of geutleinon ; it is expected, and 

dgiiiiu Two pugilists engage in a con- j ju.sdr, that' they shall have none of the 
test f iliey stand up to each titlier— each, in ; [icculiiiriiies, either of person or milliner, 
his own nuitude, i.s, in all respeeW, pre- 1 that nece.^sarily, siTui iiiinost naturally, attach 
JKired to give, or to avoid, a blow. 1 his is j to the children of the lower ordiTs ; that 
regulnted muMtulftr tension, by which every - they should have every pei feclioii of person 
luuscle that exists in the two combatants | imd munm r that the'liest iosiriictitm can 
is kept in a .state of preparation to act with | convey. \\ here .so much expected, the. 
all possible velocity, in whatever niunuer ' system of insuucliou shculd be liegiiu at 
llie will directs i lie watches for hi.s opjior- ; the very earliest period of llieir lives, bo- 
tuiiity, ami, so soon as he Sfcs it, puts in fore they have anv opporlunitv of learning 
his blow. Tluit is the oc/am ; all the re.si unvthin-: that it will* afterwards he neces” 
W&.S pi epartuion to net, ; safy for ihi m to unlearn. 

Many otlierexauiiiies might ho mentioned, I 'Jo promote this object, T have, in the 
t(i iiliow th«- reidity <>{' this principle of re- jtrecedii'.g leriun , laid down a syustem of 
gulated musculMr tension ; Imt those which treatment, that, if strictlv followed, n ill 
have been described will be sudicient. J juev.-nt the accession of those peculiuritii s 
shall now emieavotir to show its importnnee '‘hich. in cou»e.|ticnce of neu{i‘"cnce. is 
in nil aciioua of the human body, and its productive of s; nous iajurv iii early life, 
importuijce in creating defects when it isjAs the rules which ur/theio laid ’down 
deficient, and in icmuvingWliosu defects were extended for the use of persons who 
when that deficiency i.s supplied, jare not professional, I have avoided all 

When, in the earliest stages of life, rhil. ! techuii .ditics in the rules tiuit liave been 
dren make tiieir first attempits at locomotiou, • given ; hut it is to he presumed that there 
those aif.emptsure hut momenlary ; whether are other rinses of siinifnr nature, in which 


they are, or uie lUkt, sureessful in their ul 
tempt, they iminediattdy sink into a ijui- 
escent state, till they h«Vf n rovered from 
the fatisiue wddeh ifie attempt has occu- 
.siuned ; thry repent tlie nucmpi, or engage 
in others ; iind tfiu.s proceed, increasing their 
po wers by ro pe at in g t hei r at tern pf ». 

3t was a favourite expression with Air, 
Hunter, that inusculQr motion increases 
muscular strength, 'J'liis is sqv’itig, in other 
w'ords, that per forming any action produtes 
Plrengtlj^ which enables the party to repeat 
it. This is true to a certain extent, and no ! 


the atti'iition will be more strictly pro- 
fessional ; to meet these 1 shall now give 
the details of tiealraent that will be quite 
intelUgihle to proteasional men. 

J must premise that an erroneou.^ opinion 
has very generallv received more utteoiion 
tinm it tieserves, hecttuse it has been attri- 
buted to Mr, Hunter. He is lejmrted to 
h«vo said, •• f am convinced that people get 
awry’ by the emicavonrs of parents to keeji 
them straight; that luireiiis were continuiiilv 
vvutcliing their children, and making them 
ait in a particular attitude, and tlint thesa 

r 2 
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children so watched, when unobserved, cnt men, hut its essential qualities were, 
would naturnlly sink into another wny of sit- in every case, the same ; that was, to force 
ling^ to have a little ease. Resides, tfuit is or strain liimself by whatever exertion it 
keeping in action one set of muscles, and «ef might be necessary for him to make, till ha 
allowing the other to act at all, whereast every had twisted himself into that shape and 
set of nniscks skntiM he kept in action/* He position which his sergeant determined that 
said you don’t see hoys grow awry any- lie should assume ; a task which was very 
thing like so often as girls, nor yet girls in a difficult, and attended with great pain and 
low situation in life.” difficulty to the unfortunate recruit. I have 

Again, Mr. Hunter said, “ If it be neces* seen a man undergoing this discipline roar- 
sary, from fashion and so on, to carry the ing with pain, like aii unfortunate child 
person in any particular mmner, tliis habit' that had been severely beaten, 1 al* 
may he attained at any period of life, and ’ ways saw that the sergeant was victorious, 
quoted this instance ; you see a plougliboy, | and converted his pupil into an effective 
while plodding at the plough, an awkward soldier; his recipe was iulaliihle ; it was 
fellow; hut he enlists; then he is put punishment, or, at least, the tear of it. 
under a drill sergeant; and then observe The recruit knew lull well that if he did not 
with what care avid precision he marches, do what he was directed to perlorm, lie 
after he has been under the care of that would certainly he punished according as 
sergeant for a time. Now this show's that, he was deficient, and the business did not 
if tile body is well-formed, it may carry any 1 end here ; for, if he again failed in executing 
fashion, hut tliere is certainly no counter- j the required manoeuvre, he would be again 
acting nature.” (punished, and soon, till he did execute 

Mr. Hunter said, *' you should dress your i what was re<]uired of him •- this was an in- 
children lightly and loosely, let them run i fallible method of fixing knowledge in the. 
about and exercise all their muscles equally, i minds of those tvho were obliged to learn; 
and then they >vould not grow awry. To i hut as it cannot he ai>plied to the sons or 
this parents have a sort of objection : daughters of gentlemen, it cannot be of the 
which is, that children will grow round ' least use on live occasions that we uro now 
shouldered, and so on. Now 1 have eii- ! confemplating. 

deavoured to refute that absurdity, by say- ! ^^Ir. Hunter’s opinion, that if it ho no* 

ing, tliat if children were suffered and i ccssury, from fashion, and so on, to carry the 
allowed to do astlie v jdease, the ho<i% would ' person in any ])articalar manner, this iiahit 
be formed acev/rding to tiiat pattern wiiich I may he attained ul any periott of life,” if it 
nature designed itsliould he.” | he true, it i» only in a very limited sense, 

I have |»hiced these o'jtinions t'lgether, j and the circumstance that he mentions to 
hecause thev were the opiviions of Mr. Hun- j pr<»ve the ( orrectness ol his opinion directly 
ter, and, as such, are entitled to much re - i proves its lalhiey ; 1 mean the ('fleet that is 
spect. Trusting to my uwji ineinoty for ' produced by the drill-sergeant, who trans- 
correctly reno-niberiug the:.e opiiiioii.H, as I f-rms awkward counlTymen into clever sol- 
heard him deliver them, I think I'lere Were I dvers ; and, as the invesiigutiovi (d this 
shad".* of distinction between his leai j opinion will lead to a knowledge of the facts 
opinions, and what art- h'‘p; given as such , | wluch ougiit to he understood, i tiust that I 
yet, with this ahatem^mt, tiicy may h- taken ! shall he excused for eniidoying aomu time in 
as t!ie best ojiinions liiat were enU-rlained the investigation. 

upon t!ie e* feubiects in those days. During, and after the time of the riots in 

I'hat the drill-sergeaiiU, in Mr. Huntei's and after l!ie jvar I7b0, und during (he 
time, frequently tran.sroriued very av.k’.v.ird, levolnliunary war, volunteer corps were 
cluinsv, and even stupid, clowns, info smart, fornieil throughout the country; nieii of 
active, and clever soidiers, i.s undoubtedly every rank, from ibe Itighest to the lowest, 
true, and ^ooves that tlie oj iuion of th s** wert^ engaged in them, and were instructed 
wb ) say tiiat .such defects cannot he cured in military rnanteuvics l»y tbt^ same at-r- 
even after the patients liave arrived al geants who drilled the mililnry recruits, 
maturity, is erroneons. In tljo.se days I All these persons performed their military 
passed much of iny time on the south side duty wtdl, and it need not be doubted that, 
of .St. James’s i’ark, where I gained both if they had been (uille.d into action, they 
knowledge and amusement, by observing would have performed their duty as be- 
tlie effects that were prodnceil hv forcing came high-spirited Britons ; they wero 
military know ledge into raw recruits. drilled with as much care a» the military re- 

However awkward, clumsy, or iU-formed, cruits, and executed their military ma- 
the. recruit rmglit In-, there was but one nocuvres in a becoming murinef, hut this wo* 
process u.u?d to e tnvcrl iimi into a well- the full cxteni of their qualificiitkms : whfin 
made active soldier : the mode of conduct- limy hdd naidc the military dress, they laid 
ing that process might vary according to aside every military air al the »amn time, 
circunutancea when it was u]»plied to differ- and returned to their aevcral occupaUoiia 
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without showing a particle of any quality part of bis body, before be is able to act in 
which indicated that they bad ever been his new situation ; and when be is able to 
instructed in anything beyond the occupa* do so, he is required, constantly, to perform 
tions in which they passed their lives. the duties of his new station regularly 
1 can carry this proof one «iep further. I and constantly for the rest of his life, so 
was acquainted with a gentleman of that that he becomes, to all intents and pur> 
rank which enabled him to pass a great por> poses, a new and an artificial animal, 
tiun of his time in the sports of the field, This being the case, it becomes a legiti- 
and in all the exercises that can be used by mate object of curiosity to inquire, by what 
gentlemen of his rank, he acquired the means this change is produced ; and of real 
highest degree of personal prowess. This utility, if the means that are used to pro- 
gentleman became a member of the most duce tliese cliaiJges in him can, in any way, 
respectable volunteer corps in the metropo- be rendered serviceable to others, 
lis ; he was fond of the pursuit, paid great 'I’he first part of the recruit’s education 
attention to his exercises, and piqued consists in breaking down all the awkw’ard 
himself upon being the best drilled soldier habits that he had acquired during his for- 
of bis corps ; this did not content him, mer life, and a most serious operation this 
hut lie aspired to a higher reputation; he frequently is, particularly if he have arrived 
determined to be a $>ildier ittdeed ! he had at manhood, and perha}>s advanced some 
been instructed in his military exercises by way into that state. 

a sergeant in the guards, whose regiment When he begins to learn the new part of 
was to be reviewed by the king at Wimble- hi.s duty, he is first made to stand quite 
ton: he bribed this man to put him in the! upright, with his arms, thighs, and legs, 
nmks, instead of a private who was clan- j quite straight, hut not sti/r; this is, to many, 
destiiiely aside for that purpose. This j a matter of great difficulty, and they sufi’er 
was a service of danger to all parties, but ■ severe pain from the exertions they are 
nil-powerful money induced the men to i forced to make, till they acquire the ymwer 
ex^*cut*‘ it. The gentleinau w'as accoutred j to use their limbs in the way that military 
in the uniform and arms of the soldier who j duty requires that they should use them ; at 
had been surreptitiously ymt aside to make | last, liowever, by whatever means or exer- 
wuyforhiin; he marched to Wimbleton, did ; tioua they are enabled to acquire it, the 
the duty of the day with the regiment, j power that is required is attained, 
ranrehed back ngaiu, and was radically i lie is then din cted to move all, or any of 
cured of all desire to be a soldier. j his limbs, in the manner and tbe direction 

He has often declared since, that, in all that he is ordered ; this must be done by his 
his volunteering experience, and every; own exertion; ibis process is at first ex- 
other fatigue that he bad sulYered iu llie tremely painful. When, by this process, be, 
iourse of iiis life, uoibing could etjual what; is enuMcd to perform by himself all the va- 
be sutlVrcd iu the course of that day, nor ! rious moivemeul.s of the body, and all its 
could any thing but his expetieuce have iii. j members, together or separate, as tliey arc 
duerd Itint to believe that his suHVrings required to be petfotnud in military duty, 
could have been «o grt?at. Y et. if circtim- i he is j.duced in a rank with a ivw num wh > 
stances could have ctnnjKdled liim to be- j are in the siime state of forwaniues-s as him- 
come u real soldier, practice would have j self ; tliis set is then made to perform the 
euuhled him to go through llioso fatigues same movements aiitl niiunuuvres togeiiier, 
just as easily as by atiy other man. i till they can do so with precision, 

rin- fullse v of Mr. liuutvr's opinion seems I V> lu u this sinaU miiubei is made to act 
to have been this ; he sav? that the strong ; together with uniformity and precision, 
arms nf jiecessity and power compelled the; larger uumhers are combined in the sania 
most awkw ard of men to transform them - 1 m:wuu*r, til) a comnauy , a reguuent, or even 
Selves itito the most active, and. 80 far as a larger mimher of soldiers, is made to act 
persona! exercises may go, the most accom- * together as if ih< v were hut one man. 
ph.‘.lj<‘d ; uud, huving seen this, he assumed ; Whoever will examine h body of soldiers, 
that ttificfon those who liad no motive to when practising liieir military oM-ryises, will 
stimulate them to exertion hut caprice, perceive, that each man siar.ds firm upon 
cotihl iMsiii/ produce similar alterations in,iu9 feet, his body resting firmly upon the 
their own persons. The fuUiicy must be fell' pedvis, and quite erect, without being slilV, 
as soon as it is mentioned. ' ao that he moves either leg fit elv, w irhoiit 


Ihe soldier is, 1 believe, the only mem- making any motion with his body, however 
her of eiviliseil soviet v who relinquishes fast he. may walk or run ; every limb, every 
all the buhtts that lie liad practised from his; tmiscie, i« kept in .such u slate of prepu- 
earliest iufunev, tdl they oecome, in onlt- 1 vatton, that every man, biiving his eyes 
nary language, qmle natural ; to enter intoi fixed upon the person who gives the signal ; 
a atiite m dillVrent, that he has ererv thing ' the instant it i.s given, the wliole body per- 
10 learn, even lo tUo least motion of every j forms the act that is required in the same 
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instant of time. This can only he perform* ' streets in a very 
ed by keeping every muscle in that state of ; in the dress ot coin ^ ^ 

prpj)aration ihvt 1 have called regulated 
muscular tension ; it is not a suite of rest— 
it is not a state of action .—but it is a slate 
in which they are ready to act in any man- 
ner, the instant they are directed to do so 
by the will of the being that governs llie 
body of which they form a part. 


aUhough 


Whoever will carefully examine a regi- 
ment, a company, or a sni(31er number ol 
soldiers, who ore performing tlu ir military 
duties, will perceive that they slaml firmly , | 
but not itijfiy, fixed iu the sam(?. attitude, for 


When Mr. H»»wt M. <l>.t l»rlirul.r 
Imbits might b» Htuiwit .1 wy of 
Uf», .nd meniioitoJ t).. dnllmg common 
.oldici. M « owe to .'mw »'» " 

hit uMerlion, allhonsh ih.t Md 

iu confirmatory fact are uue to the letter, 
no practical inference can b« drawn from 
them, as applicable to practict* m private 
life ; first, because the discipline hy which 
the persona of loldiert are improved is so 
severe, that, in private life, w» individual 
W’ould subject himselt or his children tn it, 
for any advantage which they might hope to 


any length of time that may be required, s t(je ^tioption ; awl* second, ifihey 

but tiiat they change tlftjt attitude to any | jjj miyafivnutag*' by the practice, they 
other the iaaiant they are directed to tio so ; j JoHj. leiaiu it. Ihe military nuty 

the power of doing this has become easy, jj^ldiers are required to perform dai* 

or what is called natural, to them by long j.|y^ preserves to them the advantages they 
practice, and remains with them for iiie. It , gained, or, at least, it will preserve it sf» 
the first lino of ti military body, to whatever ( (jj^y continue in atlive serv ice ; that 
leiigtii it may extend, and winch is the only | ^ grout part of tlu ir future lives ; ami 

part that can be distinctly seen, he carefully^ | when, at Inst, old age does cunifiet lle tn 

examined, it will be seen liiat the body of . jq retire, the exercises which liiey luivr 

every man is firmly fixed on the pelvis, and ■ uniformly jtraciised tlirough lite, leave 
all the other members are connected W'ilh | tiiotigh iu ruins, with a degree of 

the body in tie same way; that this |sireuglb, and its good eifecis, much greater 


diness in the position of each man gives I fDjoyfd hy any other me« of the 

to tlie whole lino, or body, the same stea* 
dint’ss that it would have if it were one 


* < same age. 

I'he habits of private life, tiie careless- 
solid mass; under that mass, the leg.s ol | ness, or the curefulness, with which the se* 
all the men move widi pertecl freedom; riousufiairs of ibe world nre folhiued, will 
the right legs of all the lueu move directly induce the neglect, the disuse, and 

forward at the same insiuul of time, aotl . tj,e ahandimmeiit of any personal ad* 
plant themselves in tidvanei*, bearing thv ; vantage, that has been recently obiumed, umi 
bodies upon them; t},e left legs of allure therefore, be eusilv lust, 
liien projected forward lu the same manner ; . atteunun to the techni* 

the legs tliua move on alteniately, hut the . questton, there is one 

bodies ot thewbuh! corps are cart led for- ; of inilitarY edncnlmD thatliiglilv 

ward, 03 if they were one i»Hq.urable ^ tube imitaU-u in evt^y depa^ 

I of life, where any educuiion is to be given. 


Ifwetnmfrom the whole corps to any 
one nitin, say a sentinel on duty for hit two 
hours, he marciies backwards atnl forw-ards 
incessantly (iiiring that time. No motion 
ia the pelvis ; the botiy, the head, tiiid ail 
the arms which the service require him tc 
bear, are curried with ease in their proper 
bearings upon the pelvis, while his legs 
move in peifcct freedom beneath them, as if 
they iu*ti no weight to carry. If our sen- 
tinel grounds Itis onns, and moves into the 
’ftreelas an ordinary man, be csrries this 
easy action with biiti, bt eaure it is become 
familiar ; he walka in the same maaoer as 
he did when ho was on duty, and even 
without the conscioutiness of doing no. lie, 
in all prohability, sutieret! severely frou» 
the discipline he liad gone through tu train- 
ing, but its effect has befu protluct^ti, aud 
he thinks of it no more, but contentedly | 
enioya t '« advantages it baa procuieti him. 

1 have often obtarred, with much pleasure, 
men of the handaomoit figure walking the 


At the Military .School m ('helsett, wbith 
has been estabiUhed to educate ihf children 
of stddiers, they are taken in ui a very 
efirlv period of life, ke|tt, and edncaled, in 
every respect, iu a nmnner becoming tbi' 
situution from which they sprang, and that 
tu whicli, in all probabihty, they will pass 
their lives. Knnu the earliest peiiud of their 
entrance into the Hcbool, they are (might the 
miliury exercispa, iimler the direction of 
teacherM who are as well qualifn d for the 
tark a« the army can supply. W ben these 
children leave the aeiifKd, I belit ve they are 
at libeiiy to choose their own fetuin occu- 
pation. hot the greater part of them pass 
into tiie at my. at iirst as privtuea, and \i«~ 
come lum-eanimnsfcioned oflieers, <w oppor* 
tuiiitiea to promote them offer. Tha cooip" 
(jneiict of this proceeding i«, that such re- 
cruiui, if they may he so called, learn Ihe 
pracUce of all miUtary duties so earlv in life, 
that they never know the iniseru'iol tlrilUiig 
til the Hiid-cagis VVulk j they have nn itn- 
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proper habits to unUam ; they learn, by de- j 
whnt iff proper j it i# Ultle, if any, in- j 
conifenience for tliem to retain what they ’ 
l»»rp learned ; they proceed from one point of | 
knowledge to another, ao that they enter into i 
life na complete aoldiera. without l»aving had I 
mueh trouble, and no pain at all, in learning | 
to become ao. 1 hey are better aoldiera than ’ 
any of thoae wlio do not berome aoldiers' 
until later periods of their lives; they are 
better formed, both in body and mind, for 
the execution of their duties, and ceittinly 
l»ave raised the reputation and good qoali* i 
ties of tlieir own class to a much higher 
level than was occupied by persona of the 
same cinas half a century ago. 

It is the adoption of the /♦nnefp/e, hv 
which this iniprovetnem has been etl*‘Cted 
in the |M»r»on» of military men, and the 
luodilicBlion of that principle, in the personal 
exercisert of chtldreti in the superior ranks 
nfsivriety, that 1 W’ould uuireraully recom- 
mend . 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


M. M U'.KNDlli ANH MUS M5fOVgHlE!^. | 

Ir cat) not be denied, that M.Magendie; 

has some merits n*- u jdiystologist ; we hnve, ■ 
however, mi licsilation in iisserling. tliat , 
ilu v liave hfcn v;rc'tit1v exaggerated, and 
whoever calls hi’ t, ns Fr(’n( h writers ot'teti 
de, the I'ounder ofexpeTiruetidd pbysiidogr, 
shows how hul' be knows of one of tie 
greatest pbysi'dogists that ever lived — of 
Mailer — I’fWords wlinni we sli ’-uld be guilty 
of jn|u8tice, if we thought for a monieiit of 
eompHTing lum wdili .M. Mngendie. Al 
lluiui»b ivi- are iioi inclined to agree m o|u- 
tiion with (hose who deem nil experinienls 
on living Rrtinods unjustifiable, we ciinnot 
bttt consider the charge of rrneUy. w liich 
has been so ol’ivu brought ugainst M. .Ma 
geudie, in some dt grt'e well founded, aa 
such experiments should never be under-- 
taken imless by an uccijrato (diserver, imd 
with u rnmmttiv prospect of erdarging our i 
fephere of ktumledge. in this respect, what; 
n dliVercnce istliere between the I^wiss ph\~ 
iiologist atni the Fremh cxperiinentalist * 
(1« the one side, n decided talent fur oh- 
ftervution, chutr and compri lu n&ive reason- 
ii>g, ingenuity nnd scrufiulous accuracy ; 
and, on the other, auperfirinlity, premattrre 
rortctu«ions, and exiravagani speculation ! 
Boldness is, indeed, tin* most striking fea- 
ture of IVl.MHgcmii»''8 cxperinionts, and i«, 
we are (onvincfd, ilie only tpridity which liaa 
procured fur Inm n short-lived reputation. 

The follow tng extract, from a Memoir of 
M. Mageiidie, on tlm Bruiu, will show how 


mSCOVERlES! n 

little he is qualifiedfor an experiidentor.ond 
perliapa atrrve to caution our readert, in 
future, against placing too much reliance 
on such an authority. 

M. Magendie is speaking of the cephalo- 
spinal fluid, the quantity of which is said to 
amount to three ounces, but not utifre* 
queiuly, especially in old persons, to twice 
as much ; it surrounds the brain and spinal 
chord in strata of different thickness, and 
thus forms, he says, s strong objeclion 
against the syst^ of phrenology. (!) This 
nciion is, however, only mechanics!, and 
M. Magendie Was desirous of determining 
its influence <m the vital functions. For 
tliia purpose the f dloWing exjicriinents were 
made : — Tn an old /*ox, a puncture was made 
in the basis of the o(>tiput, by which the 
fluid was (-vseuated in a few seconds. The 
ertert wltich ensued was very striking ; the 
animal, which before liad been very savage, 

- suddenly became quiet and motionless ; it 
; continued in this state for ihirty-sis hours, 
? after which it was as lively ns before thn 
expeiiment. Another puncture was now 
[made, by which it a’lpeari'd that the fluid 
■had been completely restored, *' Tlds ex- 
Iperimetit,'* itl. Msi'endie continues, *< which 
I have nnienlcd jn diflemit way#, shows 
not only that (lie cepholo-spinal fluid erer* 
tim n vreut iatittfnee m the met ion and tn* 
iriocf i/ unhnaLf, bi.i also, that it is very 
easily rcfft neralert. ' 

Hut,“ OUT philosophei exclaims,** does 
it act only merhatiicully ^ and do not its 
chemu a! properties also influence its action! 
To solve this new quoetiou, I extracted the 
cephnio-spiimi fluid of an animal, and then 
^ supplied its jdnr e with disiiUed water of 
, the Slime quaniitv and temperature i to my 
.'Jtirprise, the stiimn! fill into an extreme 
* agitation, its movemetits bf'Oame convulsive, 

I and it seemed to hai't lost its nattiral itiftinct 
; and hahilt.” 

*' In order to determine whether the tern* 
perature of the fluid has any » fleet on the 
functions of the nervous system* after hav- 
itii.' evacuated ti, 1 snfVered it to tool, and 
'then re-introduced it into the skull. Iho 
animal was immediately seized with a trem- 
bling, snalotous to that in the cold stage of 
ague, nud this trpe^rimnt apfienrs to m (c tkrtm 
some light m the cauae of yhiveritt^ md tnm* 
Um<; in intermitlrnit," We congratulate M»* 
Magendie upon this ingenious conjecture. 

It liaving thus been eiearia proved, that 
the cephalo-spinal fluid acts on the uervous 
system, not only by its meebanical contact 
with the brain and the spinal chord, but also 
by its chemical properties and temperature, 
M. Mngeodie begins to aiudv its effect on 
tbo inrcUefiual faculties. lU gives a very 
suprticial description of the brain, and finds 
it inieretting tiiat the old namea of some of 
ii« parts apparently rafer to hydrmlic fme^ 



T\l. MAGEM)IF;s DISCOVKKIKS ! 
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tiw» “ There is” he says, “ an aqueduct 
and a valve, an iafundibuium, and a bridge! 
What system was it that created these 
names I e are not acquainted with it ; 
our i^reaent anatomists do not admit of the 
oxistmtca of a fluid in the oavitieSf or on 
the tUff&ea of tim brain ; and whenever we 
And, as we always do, the ventricles flUed 
with w^, it is looked upon as a morbid 
loofloetion. My inquiries concerning the 
oeidmio'spinal fluid have led me to a con- 
trary opinion, and nosoonA had I hegnn to 
consider the liquid in the ventricles as a 
natural production, than i was convinced 
of its being identical with the cephalo- 
apinal fluid, io cornirm this conjecture. 


destined to open and It) ‘ lose the aquedai f, 
over Uie anterior openiii.: of whii li it is 
tuntedj lh<M wo large, vt iua to w hich it is 
I attached being soinelinit .^ em]>ty, tiomeiirnes 
I full, will accordingly e\erl more or less 
pressure ou the gland, and thus open or close 
the entrtnoe into the aqueduct ; violent pas- 
sions, screaming, and strong exertions, will, 
of course, produce the latter eflbct, 

** As to the influence which the cephalo* 
spinal fluid has tm the intellectual facultist , 
my observations in the Salpetri^jre have led 
we to il«e following results la cases of 
idiotifun, which has not exiited from hirtb, 
the fluid on the surface and in the caviues 

- •••« vv..j^v,u.v. ,of the brain is much increased in quantity ; 

1 was forced to assume an opening, bv i the ventricles arc distended, the pineal 
which the surface of the brain cominuiii* ! gland is pushed from its natural position, 

cates with its cavities, but «i> sitc/i openhig i 4 .| so that it c;m no longer perform ita fuiu tion 

kneim, nor could i imagine that it had ■ and the aqueducl i» always conjiidcrablv 

escaped the notice of modem anatomists."* dilated. In maniacs, the fluid is ubo in'- 

So little is .M. Magendie acquainted with crea-st'd in quuiitity ; here it is scarcely »«ver 
the anatomy of the brain, that wc really do fuuiu! on the surface of the brain, hut only 
not know which to admire most, his igno- , in the v.unriclea. In pcMons who die m 
ranee, or the irajqiy self-conqdiictncy vviih , the full exercise of their intellectual facuU 
which he writes ou subjects of which he ; lies, the fluid in the ventricles often umounts 
knows so little. It is unirersally known, ' to no more l.'iau an ounce, 
that there is an aperture by w(,ieh the in. ' -It U'ms then estahhAni, that the ileal, nmenl 
feriial cavities of the hrain e mimunieute e/ t/.,' iute/hrtuu/ faaUtiei h m a ’ in mtn 
with its extennil surface, viz. the tissure of tt>tb the the ‘ 

JiK'hat, through which the «rac/.oioid pa3se.s; We leavv it to tlie readers liuhrmnit 
fo lino the ventricles. , whether, after such a siietiim n of waia i’,f 

1 <ua not, iiowf ver. despair ot linding anatumn ul knowledge, of carele'ihness and 
such au opening, and m tuaiiy discovered it ' ilbfoiimled sell-cuniidente in M. .Mft.<endir 
at la-sf, of twoor three lines m (iiamek-r, c(e J any great reliance cun he idateo in tho evue ’ 
vered by a lobe of the ctrebelliim. ihi.«t ■ limcnts of this phvsiolugiHt. or uu- comlu- 
discovery gave me at once t!ie k*-y to tin »ioii.H which he iltaws from tiu m. 
iivdraulic noniinicialure of tin* ancient.s, I i 

saw that it siruply ii( .Higri!it<'d tiic action of | - - 

the diiler<‘nt parts of tiie brain , ihe vulvulr. ! 
cerebri, is, in fact, to be conswiered m u 
valve ; the aqueduct carries t.he cejJ.alo- ' 
spinal fluid info the third veutrirle, the m. j 
fundihiilum into the pituitarv gland, .\c. * 

ihe fluid is, moreover, in aconiiriued ^1 '< kiMosit, .M.f),, Jaetiorr on 

ment, a sort of flux and reflux, under the in- j I'rucUce of Pkuac^ m lUrohui ‘ h • 

fluence of respiration ; during inspiration, if ; ... . ’ 

18 carried from the cerebral caviin ?, mto t!'<- nniinued from j>age 17.) 

spinal cuniiI,’\S:c. j , 

" liy rnv rp,.-ar( li»s r,r. (!■,■ ii..,v,to, >,t of ,i„ i ■’"7*' 
t p fluid iflruut), tlM- u.,u.di.cl, I ,8, i ' ■ " """ "f ’“■'■'■'■'I > IT),,. ,1 

tlie i„„<i „M. „l t!.„ ,,in,. 8 | . 7 !"' "I irn-suiar intirn,,,. 

7 '“"' I- 

Tlii, mi-1,. " ''i““ I’,™,. „„ 

our reaili-rs, a,,,) »■„ ilii-(,.f„ro, Si.l 

JKiur i-m, firmer Maclroio.li lal,., d,), 

par la,|u,'l!e il y , oiimniaisaiiun «»tr, iwli,i |i |.av,. ,ir,l *'”i'*i**'"'* 
i exteneur ne IVjrgiuje et ses fuvif.'s ef ' a,, ^ ‘ ^ |'»ed his anxious aifejilion 

rmAmt mte owerture uVivit mnt ‘rmmue n J! ' (iiat he cannot pnhimti 

i,iv<-.t,»al,.«r.ino<l,rn..»,l„cerveau !"-.W 1™,'*!, ‘'‘“''S''* 

(k FAyi., voh viii, p, ' I pctxoim meud tb«ir mim* 


v^f.8 oi iMifiMirrivr rrvi a, tn wot cm 
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ULKKDING IK COLD HTAGKS OV INTERMITTENTS. 


ble<l hv Mr. Drcver, one of ray puvilB, to- ; the right arm, and fouramall lea-cups nearly 
wards the termination of a slight cohUtage* : full of blood abstracted, (about 16 ounces.) 
ccrtaiulybeforothe appearance ofthefehrile lie was so suddenly aud so perfectly re- 
symi toms or second suge. About I ounces . Ueved, that be declared ho felt quite well, 
werr abstracted; neiUter reaction nor a his body became warm, and he soon feU 
sweating stag© followed ; and there has into a quiet riumber. Pulse natursL After 
since Imen no return of the cownlsint, regulating the quantity of bed clothes, we 
nltUottgh seferal month* hare elapsed She took ourleave. ^ ^ 

had neither hark, auli^ta of quinine, nor “ 8. Found our paUentlookmg m^ 
•rsenk. In fact, no nwHlScine* ware pro- ter, hnmg entiiely escaped ^ hot end 
teribed hut those of i laiatiTe nature, (aweating atsfeaveaterday ; *»d ^ 

I far the first tim# a night of wiAh^pl^d 
Cabr 10,— David Lambert, ffitat, 36, sleep. 1'he cough and wheeling are dimi- 
siulor, residing at No. 9, Couper Street, nished. He expectorates easieT, 

North Leiili, states, ihst he wss attacked « 9 , By account had a very slight ohiuiness 
with intermittent for the first time on the last night ; the wbote ptroxysm being of 
Pih Mav, 18*^7, when on his voyage from short duration ; there was warcely any heat, 
ilourdeaux. in the ship Enterprise of New-- and very little perspiration. In fact, he 
cosiie. At the lime of attack, they were off said there was non© of the bad attend- 
Dover in very bod weather, ten days from ants of the previous attacks. He was agam 
Ikmrdeaux. Since then the paroxysms have visited at 9 e.M., and found in the cold 
returned daily, the cold stage continuing for | stage, which lasted only ten minntes. Ihe 
three (luarters of an hour, often for upwards Uhiveriag was so very slight as scarcely to 
of an hour, 1 1 has always been severe. Ilia : be perceptible. Pftissed a good nighl ; was 
general health soon gave way. He left the [ able to sit up a considerable part of the day ; 
ship, disabled, and arrived in Leith on the j slrengtli improv ed to his own teehogs. I he 
. Jot h -May. Attributes his illness to sleep- cough still continues with the expectora- 
ing ill bell with wet clothing, and going | tion ; passes dark and fetid stools. Calomel 
fret}ueiuly on deck from the galley, in aUnd rkubarb. A blister to the sleTUum, 
state of profuse iierspiralion, at the time he | Milk and farinaceous diet, 
acted as cook. When 1 visited him, he ap- “ Had an attack on the 10th, and another 
peared to be verv unwell, feverish, restless, very brief on© on the llth; from wbteh 
and anxious about his fate ; tearful of iho dale till the present day, dune tf9lli, tUeTei 
consequences of the approaching cold stage, ' has been wo returu of the disease. * 
which he expert t in a few hours. Says he ps no affection of the chest ; his aspect and 
sleeps httie; hn» constant thirst and diar- j motion lie speak health, and liis aUenglh is 
rlni u ; pulse KKl ; tongue white and loaded, ^ perfeclly restored, wilboul the us*.- of bark, 
but moist ; bus a had cough, with exjieclo- ’ SjUinine or arsenic. My r©|K>rier» slate, 
ration; sliiiht ditficuUy in breathing; and j that on the I'.dh, the patient expressed bijii- 
ronstunl dull p«in in the chest and loins ; i sedf in the following terms; “ It any man 
uj»pear« d much d»'bilitated ; lies a good deal |had told me. twelve days ag^, that 1 should 
in bed, and whon he sits u)i. rompluius of he so well as I am now in six months, 1 
swelling of. the feet and legs, which are j could not have helieved him. 


a deniiclnua ; stethoscope announced hron- 
chitis generallv in both sides of the chest. 
The rajitiiiti of th»' ship gave him something 
in treacle, which he sujtjmscil to he hark. 
,Mr. llenbest mtd Mr B. M«okiniv>»h, two 
ofniy pupils, volunteered to wwteh tbei a.He, 
with u view to bleed in the cold stage. 1 he 
remainder of the history i.s taken from their 
united report. 

“ dune 7 lb. — I omul him very unwell ; 
cougliing incejovtUiUy and violently ; com- 
plaining of }ieMf;e of weiglit in the chest ; 
pnin of head and giddiiu sH ; cold extremi- 
ties ; jndse 9;i, and oppriSMul, ’ 1 liese 

gentlemen coutinned to watch hint, and at 
twenty mimiles before h e.M.. ** he wu* 
muxed with rigours, which soon became very 
aeveic. The hreathinj? wnis burned and 
laborious ; his cough and other syniptoros 
gieatly nggiavaled. I h© whole hotly was 
ill vloit lit ugilation, and his teeth chattered. 
Wlien in this state, a vein was opened iu 


I ( ’ ^ * r 1 1 . — C’orp©n»^ ^***^*'» Boy al 

i Artillery, has served thirteen years, three of 
which were iu the V\ est Indies, where he 
enjoyfd excellent heullh ; but since his re- 
turn] hii% shown a tendency to chest com- 
jihiinii. ; bus lu eii once in this hospital with 
ii bnd catarrh, from which, however, he re- 
( oven d, He J 'resented hianwdf S'guin at tl»e 
hospital this day, June ij l, UivT , and stated, 
that he had for some days past sufteretl from 
aliucks of ngours. alternating w-ith fiuidies 
ol heat, and attended by pain in the hiius 
ami bcUy, diarTltiva and slight nausea. His 
pulse was quick, and tongue loaded, H© 
I got an emetic, aud daily laxatives, and was 
discharged on lb© i*9th, supposed to be 
: cured. Met re appeared on I hursiday, oth 
; Julv, and reported, that since his discharge 
ou \‘9lh ultimo, h© hod experienced line© 
[regular paroxysms of interniitteut, with a 
j day iutenfening j lb© last attack was ibis 
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morning. The cold stage was very severe, hosjdittl this morning. Mittes, that 0»e. pa- 
and continued for two hours; it was sue- roxysm came on at seven, a.m., wmcJi was 
ceeded by the hot fit, ami terminated in very severe, particuhirlv iti the cold stage, 
sweating/ Conplained much of general Says he sulVered m<»8t from lH-adafl», and a 
pains, but suflered distressingly from head- trembling feeling, logetln r w ith a ughliiBaa 
acli during the paroxysm. Nothing w-as given at his hreast. > eels now' considerable pros- 
but laxatives; he liad attacks on the Tih, irntion ofstrongth ; ims no appetite ; tongiie 

lOth, rith.and l4th, He escaped from th» white, not mudi luadt’il ; thirst; bowels 

14th till the ?<>th, when he had a very vio- have not been very open for four or fivw 

lent paroxysm; and on the Vid he was days; pulse KK), and full, 

bled in the cold stage, and Oic following re- 'i 1st September. At five thts morning', 
port was made at the time .^the cold fit was was seized with a paroxysm. He tlescribes 
severe, accompanied by violent pain in Ibe the cold stage as being tlie most severe yet 
head and belly, and oppression at pnecordia, experienced. A smart hot stage lolloW'dt, 
heat lb*', pulse lO.i, weak and irregular, I with excruciating headaih. The sweating 
respiration hurried and difficult. When the ! stage is now over, and he feels relieved, 
cold fit had continued for ten minut ’s, n A laxative, taken yesterday* has operated 
vein was opened, and blood trickled ilowm four times. 

the arm at first, but afterwords c.nine in a rii. I’aroxysm came on at seven this morn- 
good stream. When ah.nit eight ounces of ing. Was bled in the cold stage, after if 
blood w*pre taken, the pains every where : was allowed to be well formed. He suvs 
ceased, the tremor* became aligliter and | the fit was very violeiit, and that Jos siif- 
slighter, and were compUftely stopped be- 1 feringe weri* produced bv S(»* eri pam of 
fore sixteen ounces were ubstriicted. MeUieud, difliculty of brf (ithiug. and li^ditncss 
felt a slight teudency to syncope, and the across the chest. Hiils,- so .juick, inegulor, 
arm was tied up. He spoke a ‘freat deal of and small, .as not he c-oiuied, W hen nfexit 
the sudden and complete relief wliich he an ounce of Mood wus abstracted, In* felt 
had experienced, and contrasted his pre* ; much relieved ; immciimii !v nfterwurd* tiio 
sent aitualion witii the pains and oppres- rigor ceased suddenlv, tlie ^enr,.' <>{' cold 
sioTi he had had in previous paroxysms, gave way to n cimiforV.ihle feuhng, nnd aj( 
wliich always rnntinu.d till the sweating the ofiier pjiiufui rensati .ris vatiisVed ; and 
sfagT'! had gone on for a consideralde time, not more than ej.Jit oun< f.s of blood were 
His puiue now beat 7b. strong and full. h»*at drawn. In t!.r course rf a .pirirt- r of uri 
100®. No hot or sweating sdige tuilowed liour, said in* was son.vth!.* nf u iitiie heut 
the bleeding. Four hours nfter the bb-mliug, ; and .slight tb;!,**?. Was viMt^l fimr Inmrs 
he was again visited ; pulse 1|(>, of g iodpirtrr tiie bief dii g. Says he iV. Is ouae well 
strength; skin hot from pressure of bed . and dechiav; lo* iu‘ver fell .so weli/ot so freo 
clothe.s, which were now carefully re- j from uneailu. :..,, i:, s,, ;i (ntie utter iiny 
moved, to his great relief. | previous attack , and that be has no feelino 

th‘b Says he lius not been so well sine** Uf uehility, who b it*> no'd tn Imve. It slioutd 
first attacked; feels, if any thing, rnther have been mentioned, fh.tl the lieat under the 
stronger, slept well, bowels open, appetite | tmn'ue, in U,,* cold stage, was id,, - 
]»relty good, and htid no return of the ilis. |tnk» n at tbi.s visit, l(H| / puU*' 7ii, fuji^ ^jd 
ease. Hmi no medicines but laxative.*, uid {strong. Has hud no stool to-diiv. ' 
infusion of (piassia. j gd," Aigo minutes before eight this morn* 

jing felt a slight cbiil, su(’ce.( d.'d by u llmsh 
CAsr ft'.— [iombardier.f Junes Armstrong, M.f beat ; but, to use los t/.vn words," he luxl 
figed H), is tall, spare and paM ; he n.; /cteetn '! h* re was 


tilways eiijoycd good he.iltli till 1 1 days he-jing ; the whole rmlv last-d for alemt ihreo 
fore he left Woolwich, when he was sejml ! tp‘-'‘rt'-t» of an ImuV : in former par ixvsms 
with intermittent fever. After the first fit, ! tiu* cold fit alojo |u.f,*d two or three hmirs’ 
he bad no return for nine days, which he i and the who!** utmek or. .ipied five or six! 
attributes to the use of bark, wl.ich was 1 Says ise feels uTo ommooiv well. Appetite 
prescribed for him in the (ierieral llospiiul. ; much improved , did mn theep iducIj dur- 
But when taking the bark, and wliiM \,.i m 'mg th** night ; okA n hixnfive. 
hospital, he was again nuarked, and hud jij cl. ^lepl w, ii ; hud a slight sensation of 
paroxysm every day for four sncceasnojcold this mormng, but no fever or perspi- 
days. He still conlitmed to take the bark ration; pliysie me r«ud thrice. ^ 

In the iiitcrvids. He w«« removed from the g.». Sav./ he tr betti-r anti stronger; alopt 
hospital on \\ edrieHdav til*, luh, to embark well, hut persiored copmuslv during the 
with bis company for Uitb fort. He escaped night; ftpp* tite' very good ; htWeb; regular, 
a paroxysm on the following dny, but had At the saii.u bmir Uus morning lie esperi- 
one on Friday the t.lth, and every dayjented a slight «ense of cold in bis loms ; 
, , , {but iliere wasiio gvticrul ehdlinosa, and no 

2(nh .Tidy, 1827. Presented liimself at Ibe heat foibwed. 



IN THE COLU STAGES OF INTERMITTESTS. IS 

HaU nnotlif^r aeuw of cold at Case Ui.— Jolm Loyd, aged ^0; Ua« 

tho aoinc liour this moniiug, butoohvutor Wen li mouiUs in iVhi aervice, and iwaa 
|tfr»j>iralioii followed; aueugtb ood ap|K?- tlin«o linici in hoapiul at WoKdwidi, with 
nt« iiu proving ; bowtiUiogultir ; »l«|U wt II. iuurmittcut fever. 

At iU« same tiniE tliia morntug wiut July iir, IB‘^7, Ily account, lie bod regu* 
Si'naibie of a feeling of tM»Uude, but uo lar {larexynoj of tertian iritertniuent lately, 
chilltiw'fs. oo tl»« voyage from VVoidn ich to teitli fort, 

.it. i'eela ()uiU^ well, and hai expreaeed a Wlien he prentuted Iiimtelf at the lioaptial 
(leaire to be diacharged. to>day , liia eottnteuanec lva« muth upprejned, 

August .'i Cimtiiiuea well; dtacliorged, and his gait tottering. Says he Itaa had a 
to attend OH an out>paii«nt. rigor all night on guard, and that be hue felt 

to. C tune to hoa)din(, during the hour of cold for the last Xt houra ; complaina murh 
viHii, iu tt ftuvero cold atage, whicii Jtad^of headach, pain in the luiua, general un* 
Woft on hijii for uhout halt an hour, lie eastneas, and ditficulty iu breallung ; heat 
I aaiplttuiod of iutei.sG pain of }»e»d, at if under itie tongue UKF ; therroonieter. iw-ld 
Hoim? OHO were heating it w ith a hammer, m Uie hand, 7B® ; the liretand Jega aba cold 
acconipaniiMl with puUaiiou ; the tremors u> the touch ; pulse *acarce)y to be felt, and 
w, re vioienl and universal ; llm surface ra-lnot to be counted, lie upfienra to be be* 
iher cold, tilt* extremities very cold ; pulse | tween the cold and the hot stage— -the cold 
J H>, a;id oppressed ; heat under tongue | predoniinaLing— 'With ao mut h congestion 
'.N' ; lirctithiuj; liurrii il and oppressed, and j about the heart and larger vtsat?!*, that re* 
ivhen ill' uttcnipts to Uike lu u full inspiiu* j action is prevented. t {K>u this niew of the 
tiojj, by di sue, he Jii.vl* it not only impos* i case, a vein was opened, and although a 
n.hle, but nuikes uiuoU cotupUial of a pain ; hirgeonlice was made, the blood only trick* 
in the Icit hide ol liie cucst, in the region j led down tlie arm, which was proved to de- 
of the heait. A Vein was opened, atui be* ! ^H'lid ou a want of sulbcient force in the cir* 
hire four UI.U 1 CCH of blood were drawn, the i cubtion ; for when the orifice was pressed 
riiior tliminiulied ill viohiucf, and the pain 1 by the tioger, so as to stop the How of blood 
ot head beciiiue relic veil ; utter the loss of , for a moment, iillowiug time for the vein to 
eigiit ounces, the bead was ijuite free from ; lili, a stream look plate on the removal of 
pain, imil the ireueos aubsiUed ; the heat the pressure ' llus was repealed a number 
of hit. exlremiUes was n slored, aud a gene* of times, and with the same elVect ; the 
Till warm ^U»w was fvU ovi-r llie w hole body. ; blood itself was thick, and toagubied im- 
When 11 (.uiiccs of blood were uhsirai' led, perfectly ; it looked of ditiVreui tints; IJ 
In* was luuiid to hi* live lioiu compdaiul, and ounces of blood were taken in i.S minutes, 
th*^ uni) w u,« lied up. ! !■ ut onder ihe ionv,ue. The paliiiu felt somewhat relieved after the 
iit this juoiueM, tu; , m'd ilie puls.: beat Uo, hleed.ing, but couiplaiued of debility, 
aiul vt ry full ; tbe bleeding occupied live , ilecaiMC verv hot and lestieas in an 
minutes, lu nhout U mimUcS after the hour alter the bi*eeding, but has had no 
bieedin;;, ihe liv iua. h I, m fume so intense, perspiration. Tussed a lestless nigbt, with 
tliMf he eiitrruted to hese mure Moud, and j beadach and sore throat. I’ulse it>6, dis- 
ngbi uumes w.r.' taken, with Complete lint i and easily compressible. .Skin hot. 
mni peitnauf'iit relief to tbe heiul , this rbeniumieter placed under the longue iM'-"'; 
ipmiuiiv was dim iiar^ed in tim e tniimies. , held iu llit* bund 'd'd '. Dn lookitig into the 
lli»» bully WHS now nniversaHy wiinn, indued : throat, there tippein.^ k» be no inllammu- 
rather hot ; t!ie iu!*iiui?niil bl.inkem were re- ^liou. Hreathiiii, aiiuosl natural. Is atVeet- 
uiovet], and he lelt idlerwatdstool andcuui- -ed with aiight sturiuigs. A vein w'us 
fortid.le . puUt? J’.'ii; feels drowsy. -opened in the iinu, a ud although a large 

U. hi iiu hour alter the second bleeding urifue was made, the blood only trickled , 
yestv rduy, the liemiuch returned, but in a and jireseiited the same black appearance 
turn ii hUiihter degree ; it was completely re- m yesterday ; as soon a.s mur ounces were 
lu'ved by live up; In utiou of cold water taken, a sinail jet took place, which iu- 
l»ass*'d a iii-ht, but hmi a eopunis per* creased at last to u tulerabh* siroam. Tbe 
fipinuj in lew ai ds m .rning ; fe^ Is ;unv .juite arm was lied up on the approach of sy». • 
wtdl , has no j>iiin,nml suna he diAB mu feed rope, when eight ounces were absltacted, 
weak; apjHtile good; had three stools lust l.xpressed hiinstdf much relieved by ihu 
ntghl. ami oue tn day. . bleeding, partieularly With regard to Ids 

ruswd u good iiijihl ; feeh quite; head. Heat under liie tongue after the 
well, and says he is stronger ; tongue clean ; bleeding 1UU'\ rcuL disposed to sleep, 
and itiOi«t ; pulse I {,, oi go<*«i suriigth ; liclly lesp^fe. Complains of iieadach, heat of 
Open from inedn ttie tiikcu hist lijglu, I akin, and considerable thirst. l*ul.s>e Hn», 
J7, litis coi'tuiiuni TO iuipft>v« atnoe last mid strong. Hluod draw*u iu the mimiiug 
tepoit ou tilth; jiu^i liiid m* niuru of the has not separated any fieiuitt; it is like 
diwiiiie, and is diiicharged, to lUleini a few treacle, and, together with that taken at tliw 
days us on out-patient. last hleetUng, has all the appetunnee of 



DR. MACKINTOSH ON INTKRMITTENTS. 


were found to be rold ; beat under tl»p 
tOD^^ue ; respiration ;Ul, atul pi rforoied 
with an cfiVirl ; pulse scarcelv to be felt at 
the wrist, beating 6:i. He complains of an 
insupportable sense of coldness, of excru- 
ciating beadncli between tlieteinple.ditfi- 
culty of breathing, oppression at the chest, 
and debility. A vein was quickly 0|>cDed ; 
the blood ilid not flow readily at tiist, al- 
though the oritice in tl»e vein w'as well 
made. W hen about five ouncea of blood 
were abstractecl, the respiration was per- 
formed with more ease, the pain of head 
was less, and the tremours were sllgblr-. 
The blood now began to How in a better 
stream, and when ten ounces were token, 
the patieot declared he had no con»j>bint 


wbat tlie old writers called ** dissolved pu. 
trid blood." 

29. Feels better in every respect ; slept 
well ; no stool since yesterday moriiing : 
pulse HK), 'ess oppressed; heat natural; 
tonpe rather foul and dry at the tip. 

5Q. Continues to feel better, and to sleep 
well, but complains of weakness; three 
stools ; pulse 92, of good strength ; great 
thirst. 

31. Complains of general uneasiness, sore 
throat, and difficult def lutition ; also of . 
a pain in the epigastric region. He at-j 
tributes these symptoms to the solution of 
the tartrate of antimony, which he has been 
taking for two or ^iree days. The throat 
Ipoks inflamed, tlie fauces utul uvula being 
covered with a thick viscid exudation. — ; but giddiness and a sense of faintness.— 
Tongue dry, red round the edge.s and at the | Hitherto he Jiad been in tlie silting {losture, 
tip ; skin hot ; pulse 1()() ; thirst consider- 1 but was now placed in the recumbent, and 
able; bowels opened twice; abdomen to the arm was tied up. The space of time 
be fbment4Rl ; antimony to be discontinued ; | occupied by the bleeding was two minutes 
a small dose of castor oil ; blister to the | and a half ; the pulse was much .stronger, 
throat. ! beating 9fi ; the ihermometx t placed under 

Aug. 1. Passed a bad night ; but the rest- ; the tongue rose to 9‘P. In the course of five 
lessuessand the troublesome symptoms de- ' minutes afterwards, a slighl rigour super- 
scribed yesterday began to decline towards i vened, with a return of the headaclie ; and, 
morning, and he now feels considerably ' as the pulse was strong and firm, the blond 
better. longue moist, but discoloured and was again allowed to flow from the sanio 
dry in the centre, and in a small angular orifice to the extent of six ounces, wiili corn- 
space at the tip ; skin hot and dry; pulse pK-te arul permanent relief. He now felt 
98; three stools; bluster rose well, and womfortable. to use lii.s own expression, 
relieved the throat. ; I'ulse ao. of nood stren-tii. 1 lad a dnrik of 

3. Slept well the last two nights ; feels w arm gruel, and in a short timo a slight 
better in every respect; but complains of moi-sture appeared on the surface of the 
his tongue, wliich is fissured ; it is cleaner body. 


and quite moist ; thirst dinuni.shiMl ; ykin 
rather warm ; one stool yesterday, and two 
to-day; pulse 80, of good strength ; appe- 
tite improving. 

. 0 . Continues to improve. 

7. Convalescent, and able to sit up. IP 
continued afterwards to make a good 
covery. 


le!i}H>rr, Th*( pulient was faund sitting 
i up (lr«:ss<*d. Said lu- did nut weak, and 
j tiiat lie had been very eoirifot table all dav 
' since thii bleeding. Surtoctr moist ; torigm* 
! moist ; pulse 8l», stnuig. 

. I '.‘T . Ihissed a g<(od nighf : hud some per- 
I sjnration ; a laxative j>ow(|er, which he. 

• took la.st night, opernt d five tiuu K. The 
Cask 14. — .lohn Hoyd, aged 2,». Was i ^h*' lili of \i»vi mhei ?,(.ijtes, thni 

lately quartered at Woolwich, during u pe- i !*'• h’els quite well, and «s sirong as ever 
riod of nin<» months, when iriterrnilient pre- b‘* did. Appetite good; sleeps soumlly ; 
vailed, but lie ttseaped the disease. Was i b'»wels regular, witi'oui medicMir-, and he 
seized last night, October j.j, about l'*''^ >‘o I'eturn of the disease sinee thf; 

twelve o’clock, after retiring to bed, wi*h i bleedaig, and on that day le; wa.s di. rhaiged 
cold shivering, <giddiness, and difficulty of i Hm hos}iilal. 
breathing, which continued for three hours: 

* with great .severity, and then became miii- i Cask 1>.— .folin Rose, aged g;*. Has 
g'ated, but did not r-ntirely cease. In a always been healtliv lill he had the agiu* 
few hours afterwards the rigours, with the ; at \\ oolwi' li. for wlui h he wa.s in hospRul 


other symptoms, reenned with increased 
vioh'iice, and continued ao until visited 
at ten o’tdock on the morning of the 
IfOth Octuher. He had no aleep during the 
night. Was still shivering violently, and 
W'alked to the hospital with great difficulty 
from extreme weiikiieas, and fiis gait was 
like that of a drunken man. After ho was 
placed in one of the wards, the extreinitiea 


twice, three weeks the firKt time and 
month the secoiul, ImiL "ays he has sinee 
scarcely ever heon free Iriim pain of head 
ntid loins. 1 wo days ago had u severe ai- 
laek of intermittent, and aiiotlier this morn- 
ing, IfUh October Idg?. He pnraented 
himself at the hospital during tlm hulstiUM*; 
belly coiiHtijmtetl ; longue foul. 

19. Bowels opeot'd several times from a 
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laxative powder, which be got last night j 
feelg belter, 

it. Bowels have been kept open by geu- 
llo laxatives ; sleeps well at night ; appe- 
tite improved ; no return of the paroxyms. 
Discharged, to attend as an out-patient. 

Re-admitted on the 24th October. States 
that he was seized with a severe paroxysm 
this morning at six o’clock. At ten lie 
})resented bimself at the hospital in the hot 
Htago, sutFeriug much from headach, pain 
in the. back, and hurried respiration. Pulse 
llil), full and strong; bowels regular; 
tongue foul. 

2(>. Mad an attack this morning at five ; 
ut ten A.M. he was still in the hot stage. 

29. 't’he paroxysm came on between two 
and three o'clock lhi.H morning; at ten he was 
still ill the cold fit ; he complained of pain 
in tho head aud loins ; the trernours were 
not violent ; tongue rather loaded, but moist ; 
pulse iri. weak and oppressed ; heat uud#*r 
the tongue 92 '; in tin hand 72''. A vein 
was now opened, and he was quite rtdieved 
before six ouuces wt-re abstracted, and the 
trernours ceased when twelve ounces were 
liiken, wliich occupied tViree minutes of 
time. The ihermoineier was now again 
jdaced under tlie tongue, and the lieat fonnd 
to be in the hand 7.V''. riiere had! 

been no application of heat, nor had any ^ 
warm drink been liivvii. There was a slight i 
moisture over the surhiee. Tpon being 
asked if lie felt weaker since the bleeding, 
he replied, that he wus “ not aware of feel- 
ing weaker.” 

.iO. Vus quite comf-Ttible nfier I'lie 
bleeding yesterday, si much so, ilmt he 
dressed htiustdf mid sat Uj>ail liic aflernoou, 
00(1 rite a ■;ootl vhnner. Slept well : bowel' 
open ; longue < b.’au ; judse ol. mid of good 
srrenglli , thinks iliat Ik' feels rather weaker 
than he did yo*sierday jifletnuou, but says 
he has no comjdautt. 

iSov. i. Has liad no return of the parox- 
ysm, Siiys he feels quite comfortahli* ; aji- 
pi'lite g(jod ; bowels regular , sleeps bett-r 
ut night than he iius done for .several 
months. 

1. Coutinui'S to improve in luiiUh. Hn.< 
hud no return of the disease, and w.‘i.s dis- 
charged the hospital in tlo‘ course of u week, 
cured. 


o» coNctMTAi. nisTaurioxs or thf. vi i vr. 
Bit Mil. SiiKi.nii AKi:. 

Tu the luiUler of The Lancet. 

Si a,— I have already advanced an opt- 
ion, aud, 1 trust, established it by .sudi* 


ticut proofs, that the peculiar distortions of 
the feet of children which take place be- 
fore the birth, aud when the feet are turned 
inwards, may certainly be cured, in a tea- 
Ronable time, if they are properly attended 
to. 1 shttU now proceed to show that what 
may be called the opposite kind of case, 
where the feet are tamed outwards, although 
the defect is not so striking to the unin- 
formed observer, and indeed is often unob- 
served until it is much increased and be- 
comes more trouUesome to the feuderer, 
than the opposite defect, the so called, 
varus. 

C.»S£ 1,— -A gentleman’s child was shown 
to me soon after it.s ))irlli ; there was no 
visible defect in the -form of its right foot, 
hut it w'as turned upwards in a very re- 
markable munuer, which created an alarm 
that induced his parents to consult me. 
After a careful examination, 1 clearly saw 
that it wa.s a case of this kiud, and advised 
the parents to wait a short lime to see what 
cour.^e the foot would take. After the ex- 
piration of a few days, it was perceived that 
the defect diminished ; the cause of this 
alteration was, tliat as the child w-as healthy, 
.stToug, ami active, the struggles which 
such children will make to l>ring their 
limbs into action, acted favourably upon 
the gastrocntmieii muscles, and brought 
tlumi into action so favourably that their 
increasing energy overcame the defect in 
the foot ; so that, at the cud of three months, 
there was no cjrcumatance Temainiog which 
could 8how that the foot had ever been 
defective. I was so employed in this fuiviily 
that 1 bad opportunities of .seeing this child 
grew up to Jualuriiy, and knowing that no 
i dt liciency ever appeared in this foot during 
his after-life. 

('(SI 2. — Another gentleman's child was 
s(v.>n afterwards shown to me. who was re- 
c-ntly born witii one of his feet under 
.similur circumstances. I he former case 
(( AS fresh in my memory, and induced me 
u» recommend that a similar course should 
be pursued in this. My advice was adopted, 
ami with equal success, for, at the end of 
two months, it c >u!d not be discovered 
which of his two feet had been defective ; 
lie arrived at maturity, and passed tlirough 
life in the same, state na the former. 

f’ .iSF. — X child was born with one foot* 
distorted, like the annexed figure which 
was drawn from a cast that 1 had taken 
when he was but a few days old, at which 
time he was placed under my care. Some 
weeks afterwards, 1 was desired to examine 
his other fool, which had not been offered 
to my notice before ; indeed the parents’ 
Rtleution had been so engrossed by tlie right 
fool, that they did not perceive that any 
tiring was the. matter Asdtb the other. At 
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the timo Uiftt this foot wns offered to njyjmuch relai'sed. and tlie c liild was apm 
notiott there wo« little peculiaritv iu iisi plneed urjili-r my rnre till it was (juite well, 
form, but, in lifting the foot, he moved it! The two feel, iit the state they 
more upwards and outwards than the ai ilon ! when the child wa# pluced under my care, 
required. As 1 was employed to cure the ' are represented by the two figuies tliul are 
right foot, 1 was desired to watch the pro- i annexed. As i was not peanitted to take 
grass of the left, and do what 1 found to be I any cast from the feet after they were 
Tiecessary. By the experience that 1 had 1 cured, 1 cannot giv«» any ropresentatimi of 
ill the twro former cases, aud in soini* others ; them here, and rnuNt he coiiUniU’d to say, 
of the same kind, 1 was induced to believe, 'they were quiU’ n stored to their natural 
tlratas it happened in those, so it might, form and powers, in wliicli slate they re- 
happen in this, that the action of the foot ; niniued, »s 1 liud oi>porlunities of seting 
might rectify itself; butOiis did not prove* them several years afterw’urds, 
to be the cast*. | 

Conu-.iry to w hat happened in the for- ! Case 4.— A child was placed under luy 
mer cases, ns this elilld inert used in strength ; care when she was four moitllis old. The 
he struggled to mote his feet ; he raised ' boces of the leg were bent directly for- 
tlie left foot more and’ more upwards umCw-nrds; the fool w'ms tlnlter than is’ usual 
outwards, hy which action tlie head of the "iih children who are iiaturuily formed, 
astragalus passed from its tjatural ami. when the child moved itself,’ it always 

and layr very nuich hebuu! tiie tibia, which turned the fool upwaids, towards the out* 
gave the genera! appearance ot the fo »t .^ide of the leg, instead of dawnw ard.s 
having a heel much longer than usual ; at and inwards, which is tlie usual coiise- 
the .same time the fa .t turned out w ajd.v, and, qnetice of the exertions that are made 
if the child luul been able to stand at all, it hy cliildren who attempt to use tln ir feet 
would have sinoii with its inner ancle u}>(.>n hefoie tiny are able to stand. The heel 
the ground. As I wu.s not idl'iwfd t(/ take appeared to he pr? ttMtialurally I'uig, and, 
a (Uist from tnis toot, 1 too!; a *;iuwi!ig, upon i xaminatiOJi, the aslruguins could he 
from wljich iJu annexed ;v:i.s noide. piu.iuy leit ^'‘ehind the tibia, to which citeviiu- 
As no (ioull could temain that ihi^ foot statute the uiu.urent ieu'cth of the l.eel must 
wou.d htf. pcrnmruntly Uintoried if j.roper attribuu u.' I took » cast from llie foot 
rnenhures were rii't adopr^d to curi i», I at the time, and the ar;nc,\<.‘d figures were 
made sucli ap[t!iculit'.!>s as put i ;e ; iot in toawn iiom that cu.st. I icnre repiescni.s 
saiety, so fiiMw to prevent it fri.’m 1. ■<-n;n. t.i** a g w’ l-n va-wed from bebiiul, and, at 
Jt.ji, more dii>iorted ; and .os tj.o cbis l wr.s toe same tauf. lookimj: at tiie outside of 
now beginning to use its leg^. I applied (he ler. I'i-ure fret, r view <;f the 

I'tuh bamiage.s iijion both fta t as would o *.;, m,d at ,va!n»' lime shows liow mncli 
enable iiiin to w.ilk in h.-dety. f iv hi, el frl! iower thnn the foie-j'uM of the 

lire id.rer.U of lld.s child lived cijit fait. I l.ave been told, tliat the circum- 
miles frim Lomlon, and brought the thild s'unees wiiicli I have nirmtiom d were no- 
to my Inm.^e whenever it was nee-s.arv f>r ticoi at l.he lime lite cl.ild was horn but 
me to see It, or, rather, li.ey s!i mid have as they were hehexed to he incnr.'iblc, m, 
done so. for the tljstance, di.sappoM!imt i!t apph. ahi-.i wa.s made to any mu* to u.scer- 
ot stages, and other enca^pTnents made tain v.lo tl.er tie* defect was or was not 
them irregniar in altemiann*, tmd tbu.s )»ro- • inctuabie. .As i),e ()),h! advanced in life, 
iracted tlie cu.^e to a much l^•y,>n(j it b.-eame evident that th.* peculiar form of 
what It would have em;d..yed if then iit- Tt.. lc*,r and foot iucreaiM-d instead of dmii- 
tendance bad been reguiar. At the end or i.i.^hed, ao »t ha! been foretold by some 
four months both the teet were reduci'U to who had been cf.eihultei.1 ; am* it wuis at last 
their natural form and aeiiou, hut with so ' defeniiined lo pbee her under mv cure, 
much weakiies,s that as the child wusnovv, In the treatrin nt of lid.s luise "j adopted 
able to walk, and was very healll.v, it onU the plan, and a, ted npon the principles 
remntiied to keep what I have found to be that have been already exjdained. and at 
a very simple sy.s‘eni of bandages on the; the end of eeght iiionths, ihe foot was so 
•feet, to BUppoii themunder that exercise iDurh restored to its niHuntl form and 
wdiich the activity of the child constantlv ; jowers, that my further attention to it was 
gave them, till they afspured atreiijjlh niit thought n.<cesKary. and I wit hdrew- 
enougl. f.o support tliemselves. i As I did not tliink the rove of this case 

Jbe parent.M, seen.g bow »im{de the was so pernmnenlns they did wbose iu- 

means thiit 1 einpleved appeared to be, and nuence with the parents was .superior to 
willing to save tl.ernscive.s the trouble o.^’ mine, 1 did not take any esat from tlie foot 
corning »o otten to Lritidon, took the case at tbe time (bat my attendunw byt 

into tneir own hands, and wtMe supplied determined to wait till I ronhl see whether 
with what Wiis necessary far thiit purpose, i it was or wa.s not so, I rifortiinniely, seVf- 
At the t'B'.l of several ruoiilbs the feet Were ; ri,I moiubs afterwards, ihrougb ibe care* 
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Ipsanws of a een’ant, the leg wrr fiaoiured, 
and, iu coiiHequence of somo pociiliarity in 
the mmiagemoiit, Iho fractured bone* did 
not reunite. Many moutha afterwards 1 
w'aa infunned, that the fractured bonei con- 
tinued in the aume state, and the child w’us 
ttfienvards removed, so tliat I do not know 
l»mv the ease terminated ; at all events, the 
fraelure must have altered tlm eoudiiion 
of the log ao much, that no conclusiou could 
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have been drawn from tUo facts of the case, 
as of one of simple di&iortion. 

In my next, I aliall send two peculiar 
cases of this sjiecies of distortion, with gome 
obaervatiins u> ahow how much they ditfer 
iu their effects upon the patient, from Ihoso 
with which they are frequently confounded. 
I am yours, &c. 

T. Shei.orakf., 

7f Devonshire Street, Ponlaud Place. 
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ACCIDENTAL COLOVUS. 

To tJu Editor Of The Lancet. 

Sill,— A better explanation of acciden- 
tal colours than M. Cuvier has given at 
page 629 of inn Lancet, may be found in 
Dr. Darwin’s Zoonoraia, vol, i., pages 1;» to 
inclusive. M. Cuvier's experiments are, 
in reality, nearly the same as the iilustra- 
tious of thateniiuent philosopher ; and I am 
inclined to think tliat i\L Cuvier is indebted 
to Dr. Darwin for his infi^mation, 

“ Palraam qui meruit ferat.” 

I am, Sir, yours, very respectfully, 

.LlitniNGiiELn. 

Medical Academy, StovwMarket. 


I had they commenced by acquiring a tlio- 
Ji knowledge of the form of the teetli. 
of the power requisite to detacii them from 


lunatic pacpers in the cocntv or 

MrDOI.Esi.x. 

I* KOM the returns which have been made 
on this subject, it appears that tliere are 
j(*7 male pauper lunatics iu this comity; 
females :> t<: ; sex not luentjoned ; total 
Of this number, K»9 Imve been more 
than five years iu au “ unsound ” state of 
mind. 


ON lliE tXTUACTlON (li HI. ill. 


rougli knowledgo 

of the power requisite to ueiacii uieiu uui« 
their sockets^, of the fragile nature of de- 
cayed leelli, and the structure of the ulveo* 
lar processes ; then, supposing them to he 
acquainted only with the first principles of 
mechanics, lliey must have perceived the 
above -numtioned project was absurd iu the 
extreme, and one they could not liave en- 
u-rtaiued for a moment, had they compre- 
j bended the action of that most useful and 
I admirable contrivance, the key instrument. 
He who does not clearly understand the 
application of this instrument, is utterly 
unfit to operate in cases of imixirtance. 

Considerable ingenuity haa been dis- 
played in some of those contrivances that 
were expected to act by placing the fulcrum 
upon the adjoining tooth, or teeth ; a method 
that, for very obvious reasons, cannot pos- 
sibly succeed. Others again, posst .^sing iio 
talent for invention, liave conteiiii d them- 
selves with introducing, as a mvcltu, iin in- 
struiuent that has been in use Iroin the re- 
nuttest «;-cs— a pair of pitU’ers ! I gujmu.v 
improved, by being made of tlie inoMgigau- 
1 tic and dimension^.. 

I 1 bat the use of such an instrument is 
I highly objertiomihk* iu all cases where the 
i key is generuliy used, will be very evident, 

I it we relleci iliut iln* teeth liold so tightly 
I by reason of their di\erguig. crooked, and 
jorherwist' misslmjien roots, that, the most 
I powvrl'ul Riid continued eiforts to rernovt* 
/it/ Jons Pai.meu Di; i,a Foss, Jmj. 1 iu that way will j>r(.’ve unuviiiliu;.; ; un- 
• 1 , . ' to he sure, lireakiiig CUM he lulled re- 

-u <i period wiien almost every art has j mnvuig,* 

Wlaillfd so high a , i, j , uj, , ^ 

is truly nurpnsing, and nuudi to he regret- j he readiiv tnoed. It) detach t!)e te.tli \ 

‘r I as fhal , from itg V.ck-t H, iu giving theunavoid^ 

00 I- extracting, instead ot auvanring. j able movemeoi iVuin jfuV lo side, i iVom C (o 

,,, 

11 ““''“"“I'f ■ ll"- I'wsl- "f ‘m/>r<'rf | wl.j, !, „ niil tin- casi- .ill, ll,, b„lsl,.r; 'rf il„. 

chin, s,ly <-o„»,ri, ct.., I 1 , ,„„|i r..»,su„n., Il„- 

IT"' "I )»“■» <'l' Will 

vm- lilnilwl' “'I',''' I'lrlini' II ill ll.iit itiri'clioii , 

.11 . f*""* ""g"'"' i' "■‘""'•aWv <»l<iii»fJ I, 

.♦r r .1 .1 .1 . . 1 


them, are led to provide themselves with 
instruments so ill-coniriwii, and of siicli 
pre/mteroui diiuensioiis, that they seem best 
^adapted for a ^jmnlaine comi'^wnent to the 
lunj^dom of Palaiuona. 

Few guhjects have exliausted so much 
tune to huie purpose as the attempt to 
discovi r a means of extracting teeth in a 
direction perpeiidicuhir to tiuir axi.s. For 
Hn« purpose, a variety of coninvances have 
been produced, msmy of them very ingeoi- 
ous; but all, one after another, have sunk 
into oblivion at a very short date from their 
appcarancft— 4 diiiapooiiitmcni that would 
Iwve been spared to the inventors of them, 


-tf the crown of the tooth, as rejiresf «|ed 
by the dotted hne.s across the tooth at F, 

If the pincers, umier litis form, arc ohjec- 
lionahlc, huw much more so uri- thi'y for 
extracting the deus snpieiili,e and otlicrs, 
where, the jaw not exlentiing sufficiently 
»o apjtly them in the favourite perpendicu- 
lar direction, it is necessary to ciirvn them, 


’ 1 iio.se who prelenrl to operate in thin 
manner are so well aware of this fact, from 
experience, thui they have been frequently 
fletecttil exhibiting their iufulUhlf piucym 
with one hand, wliile thu hy wan {vnmkd 
ill thu other. 
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fio as to act fit right angles with the linndles ; 
consecjuenlly the o;)ertttor must use g:reat 
mhlitioottl force, havin;,^ ns it wen*, to raise 
a confiideruhle weight nt the end of' a lever ; 
St) thal, udiiiitlirtg he has pow-er to remove 
tl»e tooth, it so suddenly yiekli*, that the 
violence of the jerk very often either frac- 
tures or loosens one of the teeth in the op- 
imaile jaw, wliich the operator can no more 
control, than he could avoid falling, if, in 
pulling an immense weight, tlie cord he 
held vi'ere suddenly, thougii not unexpect- 
edly, to break. 

Another insurmountable objection, is the 
length of time reqaired for loosening u 
tooth with the pincers ; for, in deitance of 
the favourite ]nrj}en(li.cnlar action, the tooth 
will not stir till it lias been most forcibly 
worked to and fro during some time, as the 
crorvu would bteak off aooiJer than it wo)uhl 
yield to a dead pull ; and thus it recuves 
the very lateral action so strongiy and so 
« a g u c i o u sly 0 ppo s e <1 . 

l.astly, tint pincers caniiot he used with a 
chance of success where tiie ( row'll of the 
tootli is much decaytd ; for, in the efiort 
to lootw n it, tlie pinch recjoisile to prevent 
the instrunieut from slippin.:, would he 
uniivoidahly greater than tln^ remainiiiii 
suhstante of the toolli w'Ould allow without 
break ing. 

'I‘h(! preceding observations will suffice to 
fchew liu! impolu v of attempting important 
operations with llte j>iiu*«*rs, or any otlier 
means by wliich it is proposed to lay hold 
of the toolli between two enuing edges, 

IVith the assistance of lUc^ drawing, 



fig. 2, n few words will be sufficient to prow 
the decided superiority of instruments con- 
structed upon the principles of the key. 
'I’he bolster and claw', G 11, are represented 
as fixed on a decayed tooth A, preparatory 
to its extraction from the socket B. Tho 
power is applied to the bolster, so as to 
turn it round, this moves the joint 1 in the 
dotted curve J, and pulls the (daw H in the 
direction of the line K L, along which the 
tooth, having no direct support, is pulled 
by tbe claw on <ipc side, (as shown by tiie 
dotted lines,) and tilts on tbe part N of tbe 
socket as a fulcrum ; this being opposite 
the bolster, the pull varying from the di- 
rection K L to t> P ; t]iis widens tbe socket 
and gradually detacdies the tooth, first from 
tbe side M, under tbe cluw, w hile the ex- 
cellent position of the bolster causing a 
mlcrutn X so low down tbe socket ; tbe up- 
per portion of tooth becomes a powerful 
lever to move and detach the bottom, begin- 
ning first at one side, and stretching tho 
sachet, BO as to make room for it the easier 
to slip out ; thus the parts are easily and 
gradually loosened, but in (jutek succession, 
thereby avoiding all that violence of tug and 
shock that mu.st attend perpemiicular ex- 
traction, as it is errone.*oasly called. The. 
quantity of tilt is here greatiy exaggerated 
to make it visible, much less being sufficient 
to loosen the tooth. 

Instruments on this priiu.’i{)lo ore tlio 
only' ones that cun be applied to stumps 
laving no upper portion to hiy hold of, 

1 1, George Street, Haaover Square. 
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individwl in qiipfitlon may have diicorered 
THE LANCET. such a remedy, and ll»e rpfusnl to di»' 
close the nature of it. is not to be taken, as 
Lontlm, Ovblev 18, I8‘i8. qJ- oontemf'oruHles coiileKd. u» 

« <m j tODclusive evidence of fiaiul. Ti»(; refusal 

Tue public attention \m recently been j *»« pecuniary 

drawn to the pretensions of an imlivnlual ! ‘’'‘‘’rei'ts t<> tiie good of nuiukind ; that bis 
who makes claim to ibe discorerv of a spe- j betun-olrme ; 

cific remedy for consumptAti. t)ne of our j charity, in short, begins at home, 

contemporaries, well known iu the nciirb^j^* P'^'i’sou we allude to lav claim to 
bourhood of Guildhall, has endeavoured to i 1'*^*^**"'*’^^*!'''’ 

acquire a little nolork'ty ou this occasion, I ^ ^*-^“‘‘’^1'' for phthisis, wo should he in* 

partly by assailing the respectable editor of ! ^ibout I'ioking into the evidence 
the literarp Ga:e(/c, who has given puhlicilv i pretensiuus are founded, to 
to some cases of phtliisis pulmonalis said to j once that he was an impostor, 

have been cured by the iudiuduul in ques* ! ..i- ...■i ...i m 

tion, and partlv bv nddrossincr letter*! to the' i ^ j t 

,, „ , ' • ‘ r iJiiK A. -I, noN bus remarked, that we never 

*/e/in /juf/ and .ferroif, whit h Ictiers hiive i » » i -i 

. J a hook with so niucli pleasure, as w hell 

e.ifiled replies, We fiubeRr eiiteriat: nt ' l . r».‘ • ? 

, • We kjv),\ t ertmti iiaruetdar*! rcspeetnic:' lb** 

j>reseiit into the merits of this rontrov’ersv ; i It !„ir‘c . , , i 

, , •' ; ‘Oiuior s j>e!su. 2 , education, manners, or 

tmt tliere is cue point which it rmiv h.- w.-H i 

- , ^ ''‘^V:^d>arnctermie jU‘culttm!uns. l\n^ 

tor the pubhc to bear in rnir^d, in estimatin'' ' At .,, , , « . i is,. » 

'.-nmnin.. AI a( la (U) scemMo have iivailf. dhiioseif of 
tho probahilitv oi anv a!I( "f ii diM' o-. rv uf • 

. ‘ /iir.i; P/r. hmittjg that ti'ohuih hill Uii' 

simmoc ruiieous for dnseas-*s win li l-ave ,, i ’ 

1 , O’ ' 1 ’ ■ has ever yet )>aironi.sefi his 

hitherto bafi'H u th? resources of uur an. li!.„„j, , ... , 

, 1 - , , I •'Knp.atK.i:.,-) in i!,,- \ eiiuvv hmgus, or 

hiioind bcMrtmoeci. d, thiilwe knowof , , , , , 

., : risii ii( ( , tie last v!eek. by way of 

Pimcihc reniedy for fin V disease. I'-uk oi 'A 

. *' '.pit.um, v\e pi.-rume, to n moren'ri-eahle 

UueimiUeiit lever, ami niercurv ill .senhih^ . , . , . 

. , . i in ol w niKig, cMiertiiinen ilie jij, bar with 

haw been called sped:n.s : but bark often eiu .1- ^ . ,■ 

hu.b b) cure jiiiermittcnts. when., .-her il.e- . i • > i - 

■ «"Ml the pi.i. I S Ut which, he ti ),fi u.s. be 
rapeutic agents i.re .sncnssfnl, and if. is wn-hHat.d H-I - • . < i 
't-cerf i te./' ii 1 M- , , .ucattii, tb h.,;. j),,i unty communu at- 

- r u... a u,,,.., ,, ,, ^ 

..w,, 

Ofn„ro,;rv. Ja;...- : „,,, 

H-»ce ,, , 

s a , l"’ ” u.u 1 

•U1 .Kl, . ai«.l,„ur,a „f ■■ l„.,l..,aUe’ 


tbal, too, even lor a diseo've which has hi- 
tljorto haiTled t he jiowers of medicine. 


jou i!k.sh subjects. When Roderick .Mac* 
j i'.'od tells the j.ublic whut, he says, his fed- 


cl..,. CO, di.„.,v of . 

.u,.i,o.«l .„cur.Uo, ..,,1 „.fu»io<: to 'li.-'.h.B fl,. )„.« ,.viJ«c. i. 

oo,. il,. t,.to of iVe ™,ly, riiVe, Lined, ,„a, 

Twr 11“'’ ■’ "ir'r '-or.. «...ve.re 

I. i>o.s«tdth however, that the dis|ioBed to place just a» imidi relit , mcc on 
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the heamy etidonce, derived from a college 
^pot bed-maker, us on the direct testimony 
of the highly-gifted and veracious Scotch 
Dub himself. *Our renders will scarcely 


imagineil, and laughable anecdote* which 
he introduces by way of exposing tbe folly 
ofLord Dudcsy, Sir Jamks Mackintosh, 
and Mr. Bbouciiam, who have permitted 


give Kodorick credit for being '* so agree- 
able a rattle/* and we ahull, therefore, 
quote the passage to which we allude. 
After having touched upon the vice of uii- 
chaslilv, and stated that whenever a mul- 
titude of young single ineu are gathere<l to- j 
getlier, they are sure to devour, like lo- 1 
ciists, all the frail purity (lAe/'rei/ purity !) j 
of the neighbourhood, he proceeds to the; 
vke of drunkenness; 

*' As to the second vice, drunkenness— 
we ourselves went from an English I nivet* 
ally to a ScoK li one, uml sniely we n»*v»rr | 
Witne.Msied ut the latter aucii long, hard, j 
deep drinking, as we did at the former. Our | 
old bt'd-muker io:ed to tell us (and we saw j 
enowjh to know that she was not roinaneingl , 
tiiiii sin* aiw’uys < anie about lour o’clock in j 
the niorniug to sre in what cnnilitioii iier 
uiastera came lioiiie ; tlu v were generally j 
brought — t>ut we will not repeal the scenes > 
whic li she described.” i 


tbe establishment in Gower Street to be 
called by a dosignation at once so recondite 
and absurd as an “ University.'* 

*' A sailor out of Lord Nelson’s fleet, who 
was one m(>mii|£ jiarading a sea-jiort town 
with bis girl, cmled at a druggist s shop for 
some blue unctiou and red precipitate. As 
they were going out, the girl said to him, 
‘ Is this a druggist’s sbop.^' t)n which 
Jack, pulling up trowseni, and looking 
mightily wise, answered — ‘ Ves, that's the 
common name ; but the proper name is a 
Upiditr^ ! ’ meaning a laboratory.** 

“ Blue unction and mil jirecipitate ! ** A 
lapldanj meaning a laboratorp ! And this 
is the material w hich, to say nothing of its 
decency, Mr. Buodib takes for witj the 
material put forth — vrok pud4}r ' — by the 
publishers of the Ivdinhurgh Review', to 
expose, by the force of its sarcasms, and the 
playfirl felicity of its illustrations, the ig- 
norance and bad taste of Lord Dmi i v, Sir 


W’e will not hear so hardly’ upon Roile- 


J.^juKs .'VIai KiNT(»SH, and Mr. BkovouamI 


rick as to call upon him lo nttnw the l oighsh 


(h>li •, which ^ IS ihe sct-ne of his youth- 


ful excesses, before le* WClit to get dubhed '; 
at a Scuuh I iiivcrsity, He yiu- cn.xigh, tel 
knou' that ihr uw n-tf ronnmcisig * e take it | 
(or gtuuled, In* wis! <'S ti* have it heiit-ved | 
that he tossed (sd his bottle with the best ' 
of llietn ; although, undouhledly . the pas-! 
sage does admit (*f uuetlier cunstiuctioi!, I 
ami, if \v<* Were tiicliiUHl to be iuuliciou>. we | 
migljl luf* r that, w ijcu Koileiick assisted at j 
these scenes of riot at uii I'liglisli I iiivcr' j 
sity, lie was mit out* of nW eompam. But Acj 
%c\il nirt repeat the arno hii' Ud-viakenleicnhni \ 
U> hun ! Admiiahh* discretion' Exquisite, 
application of the figure aposiophesis ! I'hc 
tpm ergo in Virgil is lame to it. It is plain 
that the Scotch Dub has not been at an 
English I itiversiiy, in whatever capacity 
be might have figured there, for nothing. 
That his furhearanee on this occasion, bowr- 
ever, does not arise from excess of delicacy, 
may be inferred from the following well- 


Manual of the Anatmpf Phyiioiogv, and 
J)ifea>ei if the Eve and its Apf^endages. By 
1>. .1. .Sf nvirono, Member of the Roywl 
College of Surgeons in Loudon, Surgeon 
to ilie Dispensary for Di-seases of the Eye, 
and late Senior Assistant Surgeon of the 
T-^d, or Duke of Albany’s own lligb- 
hiuders. Loudon. Longman and Co.; 
J. M. Leckie, Dublin; G. A. Williama, 
Chelienhum ; f. Slraiford,T. M. Wheeler, 
and H. Deighlon, Worcester, dvo. 18’id, 
pp. l‘dP. 

Tins IS the second w*ork on diseases of tli® 
eye, that has fallen under our notice 
within the last six months ; a circumstance 
which gives us much aatiafaction, because 
it is indicative of an increased, and we 
trust increasing, atleotion to a departmeut 
of surgery, which, until within the last 
few years, baa been utterly neglected. It 
G S 
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is true) that we hare many vakable de- 
tached treatises; but, — and we record it 
w'ith something like a feeling ofhumiliation, 
—no British author i»nsyei j<roduced a sys- 
tematic and compreliriisive work on diseases 
of the eye, ()jililh;i;uiit’ affections seem, in- 
deed, almost from time iuiinemorial, at least 
in this country, to have been regarded as 
something extraneous, or (iot appertaining 
to surgery ; aud lienee the treatment of dis- ’ 


Mr. Stratford’s book rntrely as a peg on 
w'hich to hang n dissertation. 'To proceed, 
however, with our analysis.— ’I'liewoik con- 
sists of about two hundred pages; of these, 
one-fourth is devoted to tlie anatomy and 
physiology of the eye, and the remuinder to 
a consideration of the diseases and trent- 
ineiil. Of the former part, it will be sufli- 
cient to remark, that it is toucise, and, at 
tlu! same time, perspirnous and accurate ; 


eases of the eye has been abandoned to 1 B'© description of the nerves supplying (he 
quacks — would that could say it were | and its appendages, is excelleut, 
entirely rescued from their hands now I We After some general remarks on inflamma- 
should but insult the understanding of our ition, tlie author proceeds to treat of the 
readers, by attemjitiug to demonstrate that | diseases of individual parts— and lirst of tlu; 
ophthalmic diseases are not without the ' tunica conjunctiva, lie oljects to the term 
legitimate pale of surgery— that the princi- : “ strumous ophlliaindo,” preferring to de- 
pies derived from a knowledge of anatomy, Isignate the disease known under that lerm, 


physiology, uml putliologr, are as applica- 
ble to the organ of vision .is in the treat- 
ment of disease in any other part of tlie 
frame. '1 hero is a trite remark, width we 
have somewhere met with,— that the patho- 
logy of the eye is an epitome of all the dis- 
eases of the body. In truili, so varied are 
the structures of the eye, that the ebserva- 
tion certainly does hold good to a gn^at 
extent; as the component parts of tlie eve 
are analogous to those of the body g'nierallv, 
so are the diseases essentiully (similm- 
swayed by the same laws— t!,f if treritnn nt 
regulated by the same firinciples, S'lran^ t- 
enough, tlicn, that the diseases ot tliis 
organ should be detached from the .vtmiy ot 
surgery generally. .Mais quels frmispour- 
roit jiorter cettf hranche, etaot sepnree du 
tTonc ? shrewdly impdres tliC celebrated 
Louis. It is gratifying, however, to oh- 
wrve, that a knowledge of diseases of the 
eye is now regarded as an eHsentiui part of 
a medical stodenTs education. If he require | 
any assurance tluit such knowledge is not I 
incompatible with the liighest atiainmenis' 
in ©very other branch of surgery, we need; 
bat refer to th-e leclures of Mr, hawrence. j 
Wf have run on so fur, that «'<• fear it | 
ivili k auBpeclud we have taken the title of* 


i by t!>e name of iniiahh ii'jLnmalum, and lor 
‘ the following reason : — 

! “ Scrofula is .so vague a demmdfKitlon, 

'nml is so dilticultly delim-d, ihat 1 limik it 
I would he preferubio to have a more precise 
i aud definite term f.tr this afftHnioii, than to 
•conloujid it witli all the various sympuntis 
I of liie above-mentiiuied disi iise.” 

I Dit'east s of the lachi ymal ghiiid form tho 
'next .subject of con^itieriitioti, and then 
.affections of the excretory parts of the 
! lachrymal apparatu.s are brought under 
• view. 1 he nu'Uj'prehension asid want of 
irdormation on the..,,- suhjecb. which pre- 
' Vii,! gei.entliy, are truly hmir tifahle ; under 
, tliO term htchryi'ia'ss .has bet 0 l.iclmh d 
■Ji vari' ty ol a/lcct;ons lotuliv dgo reni frittn 
I encli ot.uT. U e scarcely lieed observe that 
it we are f ) uttacii utiv prerise nieuuii.g to 
jword.s, the term bstul i i,. on!', applicable to 
|ce:iaiu tlee-c in wlia ii th< ie is an 

i ulcerated opening fdi.'iicuit to heal) the 
ilacliiyrmd sac. 'I'he varioim (Jiseu&cs de- 
, scribed liy onr uut.hor are as b.lhr.v ; — 

C©/.(jadimi e/ r/(e i'eerra,—'l hin. in gene- 
ral, i« tlje rt-stdt of chroiiic infianiiiialion 
producing a sw ellm*^ and tldcLening of the 
celiuhir Mtbstnme around the puni'lum, or 
( f the lining inembran© itself. 

“ If lb© defect b recent, we .should attend 
to its exciting cause, vvimhis f'enerully at* 
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tended ond kept up by an affection of ilie 
palpebral marfjin ; if tins be removed, the 
complaint generally subsides: but should 
these means fail, and the disease have lasted 
a considerable time, we should open the 
punctum with a fine point, and then intro- 
duce a fine probe, which should be allowed 
to remain for a short time. This operation 
simuld be repeated daily, the size of tlie 
]nohe being gradually increased until the 
obstruction is removed, and the punctum 
resumes its natural size? and office.” 

Dilatatim of the J^inctu . — I'liis form of 
disease commonly occurs in old people, with 
more or less relaxation of the lower lid, and 
not unfrequenlly accompanied by some 
eversion. It may be partially relieved by 
attention to the general heallh, and the use 


sume their natural office) while the wound 
also soon heals, and generally without leav" 
iog any organic change, or permanent im- 
pediment, which may prevent the due pas* 
sage of the tears into the nose.” 

Mr. Stratford expresses his opinion that 
the inflammation commences in the liga- 
mentous texture,” but that it soon impli- 
cates the surrounding tissues. It is sel- 
dom, be says, ^at the ulcerative stage pro- 
duces a direct opening in the sac, hence the 
quick subsidence of the disease, and rapid 
closure of the woumt. The treatment to be 
adopted, is the application of leeches, the 
employment of cold, and the exhibition of 
purgatives. If the disease proceed to sup- 


of mild astringent ajqdicutions. | 

Jiifhimmatiou of the Sac . — I he progress of ; 
this disease is thus descrihed : — | 


puratlon, its speedy termination must he 
encouraged by warmtli, and an early* and 
free exit given to the matter, to prevent its 


“ It gi'ju rally commences as a small, 
hard, and very painful tumour, sitimU-d at 
the in.'iiT angle of the e_ve, about the hollow 
tiic luchryiiuit hone ; it is of a red colour, : 
nearly tl;e size luui shape t.f a small bean, i 
:iinl gi'iiiTally atteieied with acute pain, ' 
esju ciiilly wlidi pressed. Use inflamma- 1 
tory iictiou mav sosm spread to flu- ut-igh* 
houritig juirts; tunv the juipilla:- uppiur 
shrank, ami thepum la are oh.M Ured ; while 
the nf..'<'.ii!s feel dry, and the t« ars fall 
over the cheek, in c;oi ‘ eeu not* of the coiu- 
jiression «.} tlu* lai hryiiissl pa.s-.stres, 
disease proceeds, a s runs etVus."n is poured 
out in tlte cellular texture around the sac, 
sonu,'! lines even spreiuiitig to the evelid ; 
now a se\eui thioldene p.iia not imfre- 
*|uen{i\ takes p!:i. e. iiiui thus is soon aci i sn- 
jianit'd In iho fonn.ition tif matter whicis 
(0 cjirs in the ci lliihjr tissue ssarwunding llu* 
sac ut (ii)s sla,..:*’ liu- mic is always tili'ui 
With u puiih-nu HUM us, s.u r< {« d tu>ni t!u- 
linin ; nueul?! une , w lijcli must always jUir- , 
tii'ipaie in the sainv intlammatorv act;,u.; 
'I’l.e sweliiipv i;itw quifkiv itu reiv.in-, tisc ; 
skin us . a ntsd pohsle d upp-. as- 

{iiiee, ci'jiinsiily )>•-, iuoieg at a dsuker eolotir , 
wiiiie i . We m.i v pert en*- in its cen- 
tre a y. ii.nvi' h. p.t!*'. ' ufn-h }■;•■ t. marking 
tlie er,)>lene<. of n.iitfer; this, if allawcxi to 
hin>it, si' jii .s lii'iuu r, u!'til it sotm- 

tiineousiv ep( ns, soei ju rniit-- (he tiuid ]»arcs 
to es( ap’e, s till I'.c* tuner r ^uirtin’ly to 
cnlhipse, I'he iiist'intrpe iVotn thi.» opening 
conliiin.'s a longer ut shorter periial ; at 
Id'fit it Is ihick m.d whitis h, t.nd should the 
piaieiit he of sUi uniuodthv hahv., it may be- 
come more. trttm»parcut and limpid. The 
rffusion i.s now* saou abaoii>cd, the swdiing 
begins to dimiuisli, mid the puucia may re- 


i burrowing under the skin. 

Acute Injuimimtion of the Alueous Mcf/i 
hmue. — The symjitoms, says the autiior, are 
precisely similar to those evinced by in- 
flummaiion of the ligamentous texture of 
the sac, and is only to he distinguislicd by 
the attendant conjunctival iufiammation. 

; (‘h'.onic Jfijldmtnatiou of the .Vuauis A/cn- 
It is this form of disease wdiicli 
' givo.s rise to so many inqdoasant results, 
lu progress :s slow, often increasing imper- 
; ceptibiy, without causing nuicli pain it in- 
■ eonvenit nee. One of the first symptoms is 
' an increas'/d secretion of mucus lodging in 
the sac, and f Tining a small tumour. As 
tlte result of (ontinnetl iufliuniiiat.ion, a 
t'iiicktmingof the inenihrane takes place, and 
giws rise to .stricture of some of the 
p;issa.,es. 

Tlii-s may h.appcn at any part, but the 
most frequent .sp«»t wlK'ie it occurs is at the 
terminnl-.en of the sue lu the ductus nasu'.is', 
or uiemr luidwav down tlie t!uct it.self. 
1 luse punssages iiaving conlinued more < 1 ’ 
less perviou.s for a c uisideridiu lime, pr:i- 
iduidty become narrower, and the sirictuve 
more ctmtiniied. Now* tin* sac is greatly 
distended, so that upon the ap'jdic utiou of 
the It ast irritation, au uciu ssi;u\ of iniiam- 
mution is produced, which, implicating the 
ligamtnilous structure and neighbouring 
pails, id attended with considerable 
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the effusion of seruin takes place, the skin 
covering the tumour assumes a dark red 
colour, and verj soon the formation of mat- 
ter occurs immediately under the integu- 
ments. The sac now, as a consequence of 
its distention, quickly proceeds to ulcera- 
tion, permitting the escape of its contents, 
so that now we have the only stage of these 
complaints, to which the term of fistula la- 
chrymalis is applicable : its adoption in 
every variety of these diseases creates great 
confusion, and is apt to lead to wrong ideas 
upon the subject.” 

The treatment in the first stages of this 
complaint must be pursued in reference to 
the chronic affection of the membrane. 
Strict attention must be paid to the gi^ne- 
ral health, with the cautious use of stimu- 
lants, as ung. hyd. nit., viuum opii, \c. A 
great source of mischief, aud one general 
error in practice, which we have had abuu- 
daiil opportunities of witnessing, is the use 
of instruments under these circumstances. 


tered the punctum and perpendicular canal, 
we should turn the probe at right angles, 
that is, in an horizontal direction, and pass 
it along the lateral canal, until we find it 
strike against the bone, which is easily 
distinguished by the resistance it occasions. 
Now, when the point is fairly within the 
sac, by a greater turn of the instrument, 
we again elevate it, and carry it gently out- 
wards and downwards in the course of the 
nasal duct, until it touches the floor of the 
nostril, or superior spongy bone. W hen 
about to enter the sil, if we do not carry it 
home before we attempt to rise it, or if we 
suffer the point to recede in that move- 
ment, we generally find that tlie poiiiL will 
catch ill some membranous fold, and we shall 
certainly be foiled in our attempt to enter 
the sac : having overcome this diHieulty, 
we shall then he geiierallv ahle to aioora- 
}dish the pas.suge. Should we, however, 
meet with any other difticulty, we shall ge- 
nerally be able to pass the instrument. 'un ■ 
le.ss it he a contirmed stricture,) by rolling 
the probe between the finger and ihumb.” ” 

If the foregoing means are. fnun<l to be 


Termaneiit clo.sure of the canal is not so 
frequent an occurrence as is generally ima- 
gined j if attention be jiaid to the means 
calculated to relieve the chrotiic iiitlamma. 
tion of the mucous membrane, and to change 
tho vitiated secretion of the meibomian 
glands, we shall, for the most part, find that 
the disease may be cured without the use of 
iustruments. Hut if this treatraenl i.s found 
to be ineffectual, we may suspect that a 
stricture exists, and for the treaiment of, 
this, iMr. Stratford recommends the intro- 


; insufficient, and the <lij5ca.se is likely to run 
I on to .supjmralion, the sac i.s to be laid 
open, ami, filler promoting the suppurative 
action for a day or tw'o, we nrc to }»ruoced 
in forcing tbu pa.ssage to the nose ; by 
means of a strong silver probe introduced 
through the woumi oi the sac, and carried 
steadily dowuward.s, almost in a perpt ndi- 
cular dimclion, inclining a iiltle outward.^. 
The author expresses himself strongly in 
tavour ol the u.se of a tuln*, as practi.sed by 
Oupiiytreu, but be thinks it jireferahle, 


duction of a probe at the punctum, lletrives forcing the passage with the probe, 
the following tlirections for its use : introduce a style, or bougie, so as to 


“In passing the lachrvinal probe, which 
i.s a Jiilver wire slightly bulbed at the jioint, 
and flattened atflie further extrcmitv, often 
having a turn to accommodate it to the form 
of the brow, we should iiold it tightly be- 
tween tl/e two fore fingers and the thumb, 
then .^(decting the inferior jninctum ; should 
this be c!o.Se<l, we may, by insinuating the 
point of a pin, readily dilate the orifice, bo 
as to admit the probe. Now ])!acing the 
finger upon the temporal surface of the or- 
bicularis muscle, 80 as to make the ciliary 
margin tense, and slightly evert the lid, 
then holding the probe in a perpendicular 
direction, we t-hall generally be ablo to enter 
The punctum. Sometimes, iiow ever, we may 
Bee it spasi; dically retracted, so as to cre- 
ate an obstaclf to the attempt: haviirg en- 


accustom the part to the i.n sonce of ii fo- 
reign h idv, rather than at once to pa.ss tho 
tube. A silver tube, he .says, will opially 
suffice with one made of gold. We can 
ourselves speak with much confidence of the 
isucces.sful results of this mode of practice. 

Having dwelt so long upon tlie diseases 
of the lachrymal organs, we must be brief 
with the remainder of the volume. Treat- 
ing of inflammation of the sclerotic tunic, 
the author observes 

I he causes of sclerotic inflammaliott 
Brc those which can excite u similnr disease 
in other pans of the body, such as the 8ud« 
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den application of cold, when the system is 
preternaturally heated. 'J'hia disease fre> 
tjuently accompanies, or even alternates, 
with a rheumatic adection of the joints, 
which leads us to conclude, that the inflaiu. 
mutory action is connected with this disease, 
a position which the similarity of the tex- 
ture ad'ecled greatly tend to confirm.*' 

It is, we believe, now generally admitted, 
that the sclerotic coat is liable to be otTect- 
ed with rheumatic or arthritic disease, — 
Colohicum, and, in some instances, the qui- 
nine, are the best remedies. 

'.I'he author, in treating of cataract, takes 
occasion to rcprohatc* the pursuance of one 
kind of operaliou in every instance. In the 
following sentiment we folly accord with 
him “ The* operation must be adopted to 
the kind and variety of cataract, rather than 
the eye to the operation/’ 

Mr. Stratford, we perceive, has dedicated 
his \v('rk to Mr. (iuthrie, toijjointly wiili 
Mr. Heed, the J reasurer of the V\ esiniin- 
stcr Kve Inlirmnry, and Sir .1 . Mricgre^or. 
From this tircum-stuiu'c, atid from the fre- ' 
(juent allusion to Mr. (iuthrie, wc expected 
to find some observations upon “ certain 
methuh of treating acute and clironic in- 
flammations of ifie eye, lately adcqited at 
the Hoyal VVestmiuyter Ophthalmic Hos- 
pital." Ho'.vcver, we do uut Und that our 
author .sanctions the “ ceitaiu methods/' 
on the contrary, ulinding 1 1 l.he use of u 
strong Solution of nittule of silver, in the 
commencenieiil of acute purulent inflitniiim- 
tion, he. telhs us, tlml he should hesitate to 
cniploy it. So would any rational practi- 
tioner. 

Toeonchide. — Mr. Stratford’shook is evi- 
dently ilie production of u practical man, 
who writes from what ho lias seen ; hence 
the descrijitiotis of the viirious disteases are 
accurate, and the phiiKS of treatment re- 
commended higldy npjiTopriute. The stu- 
dent will find it liigldy useful. We ore 
oorry that we cannot extend our praise to 
tho plates ; without the text, it would be 
difilcuU to Buy what they were iutuuded to 


represent. The author will do well also, 
in the next edition, (which w'e believe will 
soon be called for) to correct the numerous 
typographical errors which exist. In look- 
ing through the volume, we almost con- 
stautly find mucus, written for muccus, ery- 
sipelatuB for erysipelatous, vitrious for vi- 
treous, teneafor tinea, and so on. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Octof/er j;L lyLh'i. 


Dr. II.vsLAM, President, in the Chair. 

I*EniC.\llinTli> IS A liVI.KKK. — Tin: DOriSI.K 

tllUls, — TRV.\TMi;\T ()l eCEIil'MlAl. 

.MANi.V ANI> DKLinil'M Tllt.UEN.S, 

Tut Minutes of the last meeting were 
read. 

Mr. Li.ovu produced the heart of a 
bullock, which showed, in a very marked 
manner, the effects of pericarditis, A liirg'.* 
ijuantity of lympji had been deposited on 
the surface of the organ, which ]:a(i aftet- 
wards lu-coiue organised. The organisation 
was put beyond all doubt by an^ injection 
thrown into the arteries. Vessels, the 
length of an inch, were traceable in the 
newly-formed substance. The specimen 
furni-^ht’d evidence also of inflammatiou 
having existed in the internal lining of the 
heart, (hrcumstances had prevented him 
fniui getting so accurate a hi.storv of the 
case as he slmuld have wi.shed. but. he pro- 
mi.sed to ascertain, if poissible, whelhtr, at 
the time the animal was slaughtered, it ap- 
peand in good hewllh, and whether the 
loose pericardium exhibited the same ap- 
juaraiiee when first seen, that it did when 
.shown to the .Society. 

Dr. Sri w AKT read a paper from a visitor 
at ilie former meeting, containing observa- 
tions on tlie history of the dauhle uterus 
case detailed by .Mr. Waller.* The wri- 
ter of the paper considcreil that bleed- 
ing, in the treatment, would have been pre* 
ferahlo to the largo doses of opium which 
were exhibited ; the opium, ho thought, 
aggravated the circumstuncos. The great 
distension of the uterus prev*ented its con- 
traction. It frequently happened that 
a jieison could not empty ids bladder, 
though it was highly charged ; this aroso 
from the over-distension of its parieies, and 


Vide uur lost N umber i p. hj. 
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was uBuallr at once relieved by the appli* calves of the legs, or sioftpisms to the feet, 
cation of leeches, or general bleeding, and Under tins plan of treatment, patients ge« 
the use of the warm hath. 'I'he ossilic nerally recovered. Kvery .insane attack had 
patches appeared to have been of a chronic a certain duration to continue; a fever 
nature, and could not have been the cause could not be out short; and from the water 
of death. found, either in the cavities of the brain or 

Mr. VVali.eb never alleged that they hetween the membranes covering it, in those 
were. The large doses of opium were not wlu> died of this malady, it was fair and ru> 
given till three days after the admiuistra- lional to infer.lhatconsulcTahleintiamraa- 
tion of thesecrt/e conmfmii, so thatthe eftects tion had existed in those parts. Opium 
of tile former could not have counteracted was given with a view to procure sleep, 
the etiicaev of the secale. ^le was not caileil hut sleep was not required ; if it were pro* 
to the piuieiit till after she had laboured euved, the jmtient afterwards awoke in a 
under the attack for twenty-four hours twt*-fold state of excitement. Many years 
The case was not a decidedly opium one ; ago he had mmie a calculation, by which ho 
the counlenuiKC was dushed and excited, touml there yvas no form of ninuia Ironi 
but the }»ulse was tide and compressible, v.-hicli so many' recovered, us tliut of puer- 
From wbat he had asceilained subsequontly, peral. 

he believed lie should havtMinplied leecbes, Ur, Kvav did not look upon delirium 
particularly if I'.e had seen the case earlier ; tremens as depending upon vaseulat con- 
but, under the circumstances, tlie attendants ! gestion. but us the eiVeci of nervous excite* 
were afraid of veniuriiig on the antiphlu* 1 tneiit ; uiul h it lirmiy p('rsu:uied, tliat the 
gistic plan. i best remetly wua ibe administriUiioi of sii- 

A knew n case very similar to tnuli ; also, that llu. lii-sl descrii'tion of 

the one under discussi' t', in which bleed- [ ilie.*.e was, the ardent spii it the patient had 
ing was resort* d M, witli complete sure 'ss, ! been in t!io habit of drinkii:-,:'. J Ins 
after the exhibition of o feccomi lioi-e ot ; to be givi n in sniaii ipiutiiilies, t!ie (jumiti* 
opium. Dr. i'lundell bad seen this ease. Imwcv* r, to dep.-nd uhou the eli* els ; 
and agreed with the ptactitioner, ia iiltri - 1 the eli'ects In ing to he curefully watele'd, 
billing the bei.clicuii h iiull to t!u’ t-ffvi I <d ' Mr. (’ \i mv\ Ar bad used stimuli and 
tile bleeding. | bleeiiing siinuliaueously, with sum toss. 

! Mr. I\ !;ui I ! , in till' ( oursc of Ins liospi* 


Mr. !i wj'-l-.-d to kcsuw, wle. tier the tal pMo.tn f, bmt, tai vmions ocrasi ms, ml- 
antiphlogistic plan A\as the, be-jitoie- re- : !'iini;>tered to patu nts their liahnuul .stimuli 
sorted to in j'liirj'cra/ nuitua. | ibe exter.t of u ipiart of porter ami two 

Mr. W Ai.i.vK considt red. that ti.is qips- : of gin. tmailv the wimlc oi it .swul- 
tiou could oniv be juii-wercd affirm a '.felv t.‘r ■ i-'Wed at one dr.uigu!,, witli the hi‘:«t jiosfulde 


lU'ga'ively upon a review of ih j pati' iitV | ‘ ioo t , af,<l m thi»:-e e;;.Ne.s to;) 
coriiliosi in every particular ca.v, Siimi!*’; the most rairmia! p!^''gt!^■si^, 
then* ( xist iiimh vascular power and afiion. "’. re Jtnkiiij. and must huvi 
the irtaliiKO.t woahl Imve to be of one cha- ativ other tr>.at!,u;lit. 


, v.dii’r*’, fretu 
lie- jiaticiits 

1 Siitik uiiiirr 


racter, — sh add t’.ere l>e much wt uknejs 
and irritubditv, of tlie opf.osite. 

Dr. it'ji! A i’..M o. liiul «dte;» !)• aid blood- 1 


letting denounced in (ifti; iuru trmirn, niul | 
be thouglit too strong an iiu liic.ti./ii oh- j 


MFDiaM HiariuiicAr. 


tairo'd in tlui jirijfession, rij::id!v to uiil.er*- 1 — — 

either to the iii>e of opium, or blo-all.-tiing. ! Ov Ti;"'. !:»•; hert, Ort.ilo-r 1 I, the meet- 
fie had certainly often s'o>:i blooril-tiingim- ^ ings of tins -.o; w.;-** r*. -'.iuo d. , Mr, lit 

projierly usrd in didirium tremens . inn 1 'ni I vi > s I'lesidc:;: , jr, 1 In- meelin ' 

be a case iimiei lies < ar.- at that moment, ‘ va ; we!! aMcin: 

marked by tiie ordinary be should , An iiiter.-iiio- ]U);e i, hv Mr. Ac'.wm, mi 

resort to it. !i:''>',d.e'tio|’'iji.il opium, cora- I the seemdary ed'-its .i '.( iDm. \v;is in pint 
bineh, !m i tn'en iiad rvcomse to bcoeticudiy. read ; in who Ji lise m;!' or. ;ut •; r-oinierat* 
I he 1 Hi s'io ". 1 , ti; 0 '..''h I. ft belies ed it t<» t'..e tv* (jjj 

be irregular f-u him to tak*- uny ; art in the ;r{...r.i, of inf ammato.:! rf ihe vems, niid 
debate, yet having be*'a polit' ly reCtuerted ! others which luol eomc uii 'er ios own t, Inter- 
to express his optnioa upon pu rperal iiia- 1 Mithni. poidin f ,1 hv wxmeU, inmj t.'nnntiit* 
Ilia, complied. |}e jj i i e.-rttiiniy bad very i in'; fataliy, pioccedml r.» -diow that deatli 
considerable exp' ticne- iu thi' tre.atmftui ofjdo-* not Hike p'ure, ns fume have asherled, 
it, and he had niJiver''.iliy found, liial wiu u by exteiiKmn nf the iriffimirnatson to the heart, 
be bad given ojiium, It prrKlucfd 1)1 ftfiftctsi, A conver*.:iimn, Imwevcr, etisued, from 
ami malc.Haiiy retarded recov.-rv. Mneii which we infer that it wiia the auiim’r's nb* 
wervirc iingbl be done by the application of jeci to friiiov, tbnt tiie .secomhuy etieCli of 
In-cbcti, cold to the head, uati blisters to Uic pWebiUs arise from the imroducliott of pus, 
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OT inflammatory secrelions generally, from 
the Burfiice of the veins into the circulation. 

Mr. Travehk observed, that, as in seve- 
ral coses which he had an opportunity of 
exuraining, the afl’ected veins were tilled 
with lymph to n greatMC or less extent, and 
coDsetiuently, as pusTould not get into the 
system, it might, he thought, at least, be 
considered as negative evidence, that the in- 
troduclioii of pus into the system could not 
be considered as the cause of death. Jlut 
as it appears tflat this, among other points, 
will come under the consideration of the 
society at llu ir next meeting, we jmrjKisely 
defer giving an account of the proceedings, 
until wo have heard the whole of the au- 
thor's conitnuuicHtion. 

The paiicr excited cansideraldo interest. 


ST. llAHrilOLOMKW’S liO.^PITAL. 

Jjial of i'rtficMts tuUnlltfil uwler the care of 
Mr. I vH ionccy ik(. P. 

Uitirxf ilig KifThUfj) HVo'd, No. 1. — Kic!;;i:c 
ii-tat. 07, 

No. g'.— .Iidm (’otti iell. ;» l. ‘2:, swelling 
of the cervic.’d ghuois, with ulceration. 

No. ().— dolm ;et. .‘1, chancre, 

enlnrgerneiil of tin' giatus, and MtjHnticiiil 
ulcef.itien beUvceii the toes of both feel. 
Syphiliticf 

'No. h).— .Udm Ibdforcc. n-t. .'’li, iulhur.- 


No. 10.--.T. ‘24, ulcerated glana. 

No. 6 — Henry Haiubridge, ast. 49, ulce* 
ratiou of the gkos. 

• No. 9.— .1 . H., ael. S.*?, gonorrbma, chancre 
on the fricnum of the glans penis, and 
swelling of the right inguinal glands. 

faith's H'ard, No. 8. — A. K., a;t. 19, ul- 
ceration of the right tonsil, and superficial 
ulceration of the right eye. 

No. 23. — Hannah Duper, icl. ‘2d, inflam- 
mation of the knee. 

I Patience’s MWr/, No. 2. — H. M., aP,. 16, 

■ chancre, buboes, and papular eruption over 
1 the whole body. 

No. 7. — S. V., gonorrhfta, with excoria- 
i tion and ulceration of the labia, and iuside 
1 of the. thighs. , * 

Magdalen f Ward, No. 1.— NI. I., a t. 21, 
gonorrlura, with large bubo in the left 
groin, and ulceration in the vagina. 

No. 2. — M. \V., a‘t. U», gonorrhceal dis- 
charge, uk> ration and excoriation within 
the hihia, on the perineum, uiul inside of the 
jihichs. 

No. 11.-— .S. r., ;et. 28, large phagedenic 
ulceration of the upper lip and left cheek, 
clironic coniunclival inluUnnmtion of the left 
eye, and the leil ut per eyelid tlestroyed by 
phygedj'iiic uUn ration. 

No. 12. -.V. II.. let. 21, gor.errlut’al dis- 
clsarge, large islcer.s at the entrance of the 
vn.:ina, and n rrnu!! induuited sore on iho 
lijiiil n\ uipha;. 

I 


jeA.^V. Oi in.MTinvn WtTU r.\TR\- 

\ VS.MKtN, J UiriUSlNC., AM) 1)1, ATM. 


niaiion of the wri.si J 

No. n.--lle!iry Hatter, .el. P, grou]) uf 
furiimnili (Ui the hack. 

\ fht l\trh H nr''/.) — No. I- — I’.dward Han- 
ger, iet. Id. bad le. . 

No.7. -Iloniy dane.s, .et. .>P. vrnicose tu- 
mour in the left, axilla. 

No, 8 — .fu >e,ii. 1) jell, ;et. 17 , ukt r.Uion, 
with nun h inlhui.matii'U ot h.)lh leg.s. 

No. — tir*orgy llviuncs, ■' i.k»th h,u! eve 
and thro.'.t. 

No, 11. — Henry Tlicmas. a t. 11, scn la- 
loiH enlar.<*nn tit i.f tie- right kin e-joiul. 

Husk No. juha Magillan, 
’.et, /;!.>, i'ev.-r, aU'l i'mi leg. 

JfuiUi's ir.nJ, No. 7. - l.ee, o*t. 28, bad 

leg. 

//h d, No. '.'. —.Kthn Saunders, 

a*l. .»8, ulf'einiW'o (0. luitii Kg'-. 

Lnhr'i ir»o’d, Nu. ip.- dohii l)oyle,«!t.9, 
di.sea;n'd sjum*. 

LnZ‘(r:ii's lIVuv/, No. 2. — }. IK, »*t, 20, 
gonorrhe al diHch.irge, v, iih inllammatiott of 
the lining of ihe pjepnee. 

No. 8. — isitlanunatinu of the pro- 
puce, with purulent discharge, und warts. 
Swelling of the wrist nud baud, with pain.'i 
ill the; limbs. 


; William lUown, letat. 3th strong and mus- 
cular. an u.tt!er, was aimitied into ('uistonhs 
Ward, under liie care of Mr. \ incent, on 
Sundai' afternoon. ld:Tohfc:r at ludt past 
t%vo o'cioct., u;t!i e,xton;,iv<> iaceratioi. vf 
I thi* seal;) over the vi^pit parietal and temjKJ- 
ral heius, tie- liglii purietul hone being de- 
’.iU.l.d oi Its pcii'.'vteum, li) i!ie e.\lenl cf 
two incises ic. Imgtli from behimi, forward, 
and one inch 111 breadth, with .''hght aj'pa- 
Jen: fiucture ; also with fractuie of the 
superior nia.\illary bone ; considerable e|ds- 
taxis. He was perfectly sensible when 
brought in, aiui was soou utterwards nhle 
to state, that, having seen a boy, in llie rut 
of e,xorcisiug a horse in (ioswell Street ITuul, 
thrown oft', the animal having taken liigl.l. 
he endeavoured to slop the horse, and cm; dii 
hold of the bridle ; but, not succct (iing in 
his object, lie was thrown o-uvn. and 
he must have been tfu.l u'U on I y aiicKu r 
horse that had also run away, h-ut could r*- 
colh t notijiug inoie of the accident willi 
i!-..siinelness, U ap]n‘urid, lunvocr, thuit, 
having maintained lirmly his hold ot the 
hiidlf , he was dragged a consideiahlo dis- 
lance. und in nil prohabdity kicked by liu) 
saiuu hci'se. Tlie edges of tim divided scalp 
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were drawn logcther by adhesive straps, 
and cold cloths applied to the head. The 
hemorrhage, from the nose and mouth, con* 
tinned for four or live hours, and was at 
length, with difficulty, restrained. The bow- 
els acted soon after admission. 

6. The face enormously swelled; both 
eyes are completely closed; complains of 
pain in the head and back of the neck ; 
perfectly sensible; experiences great diffi- 
culty in swallowing or speaking. Mr. 
Vincent thinks it probablef from the symp- 


produced by the operation. The man died 
in two hours and a half after the perform- 
ance of the operation. 

Post-rriflrtm JH^ratnimtioa. 
i. At half past o||a tl»e post-mortem ex- 
amination was made, and conducted by Mr. 
Slanlef'^ncl Mr. Burnett, the houae surgeon. 
On removing the skull-cap, the vessels did 
not appear greatly turgid. A thin roagu- 
luted stratum of blootl extended downwards 
from between the parietal and lennuiral 
toms, that the fracture of the skull extends j hones and dura mater, to the basis of ihe 
to the base. Cal. gr. iv.. jalap gr. xv. stn- j skull. A considerable portion of puriform 
tim, an enema of lioijse medicine, and poul- : fluid was efl'used between the araclmoides 
ticM to the head. Praise rather feeble, 96. I and pia mater, over the anterior hemisplieres 
7. He passed a much worse nisht than | of the brain, and the same oh.served at the 
the previous one ; skin hot ; pulse full, and l>ase of these porii(>ns. I’wo ort!ire<‘ small 
about tbe same number. 'I he bowels have Uoftened jmtclie.s were discovered in tin* siib- 
beeu freely moved. Complains much more stance of the brniu, on the anterior parts of 
of pain in the head. In liie cour.se of the both hemispheres. 'I'iie stihstanee of the 
afternoon became delirious, and extremely or;:an exfiibited no particular vasculunty or 
outrageous, so as to require the siniii- ; traces of iiilliiinimuiou. The venuicles 
wai.stCoal. coatainecl a vny con.siderable cpianiity of 

tJ. Ten o’clock, a.m. Tn the cour.se of forbid Huid, upourently of a purulent liua- 
the niglit, insensibiiuy griidunlly Ciuue on ; litv. 1 ho fracture was ol the parietal bu.e, 
his breathing is stertoTous ; pupils dilated, tin the l( mj-eral |fri'ees.s of the s,-!ie- 
aad uninfluenced hv light: pulse IM. and nnol, that |uir(!Oti fornr.iig the cerebral fossa 
not so full as ve*ierdnv ; ftece.s passing in-i to the sella turiicu. ami froin thence to the 
vohmlttriiv, and the wound of the scalp U’thmoid bone. Tlie crista galli was like, 
presenting ft green, shilling, and unhenhhy ; wise »-omph tely sr-piirtiiesi, ami onlv ke|tt in 
appenrauce. jcoutaet witli tlo- cribriform plate, by the at- 

Half past oru*. I'.vi., Mr. Stanley, oiUei- ! tachments of the dura m.iier. '1 lie right 
aling for Mr. \'inct'Ut, ordered us iiiucii superior ir.axiiiurv, ami aho the naskd bones, 
hlood to be taken from the temporal urlery . were fractured vi-rv ctutsideTahly- I he ub- 
as the pulftc would hour. Tiiirly outun .s ; doitiinal viscera prefcouied nolliiiig remark- 
have, therefore, been taken fv .in it, tmd the ■ able. 

pulse las risfu w rii. l.ui is sroull.-r iliaii j fu inuas t,.,! Ihe pniiciii 1,!,.,] rri ||«. 
belw, »n.l .asilv xmprcssei!. - hour ^ ,1,,. tn at.n.-ni ailm.i,..! i„ 

o'clocL 'll.u<l,.n:.r'...s sym,.ton,s I'M I"- ,,,1. In iusimct tl,.. pm.lU 

iiii; at ail ut.nlHl liy tl.a Mr- j,, i,,„l |_,l 

Suinler con-sid^rs t'le uae oj loe treji’iire I ■* 

called for. Mr. I nrle, Itappeniroi to be | 


riu 


])reseiU, cointides in this 
patient was inimediat* ly, therefore, re- 
moved to the operutiiig tbeiitre, where Air. 

Stanley proceeded to ftfiidy the tr>-plune, in 
the .'■ituation of tbe fructere, over that por- ^ 
tion of the parietal bone denuded of its pe- ; ’ ^ ‘ 

noateum. On the poitiori of bone bein 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL 


: i At, ^ I rii!!.u. oi’l U A- 
jiov m jYJv. Tisr ii Mi I'.Ai. Alim; V. 

removed, a thin stratum of eoaguhtied Idotiu I.Iast (inoovi.s, of rather :i itiH liabii, ami 


W'fts detected between the cranium and ' hi. ested appear.uK'e. was admitted into Ai.ii’ni 
dura mater, which appearing to extend Ward on the 11th ef Si pti-mler, under 
downwards and forw'ards, nnd the patimit : the ear<' of ih‘- .luriiorSurgeun, >1.!' yfated, 
cxperienciag no relief trorn the ojker-ailon j ihaf. fur three week-i past, alie had felt a 
«o far, it w'.is lieemed proper. l>\ Messrs. . pm ii in her thigh, whi' h she cotiM<ie.red to 
Earle and Sianlcy, that tin- trephine fthould ^ he of u rlieumaiK kind, uml, on that account, 
be applied ii'gain. It was apphed in the di* : used fiiciion, with liupviitine linimenlii. 
Tocliou of tile inferior iiotenur angle of the j The pain was felt on the inner side of the 
parieta! bone, nnd Hey’s s.jw used to re- thhgh. and if extended to the ham. About 
move tlm proiet.ting trumgular portion left : a month hack she fell a sintil! tuimiiu, ju«t 
b(»iween tlie two circular openings in»de by where tbe pain had cominenced : tins la* 
the trephiiie, I'nfort'jtiHiely, the coagulnm ; pidiv incrcaftcd, and was uttenried with a 
was found to extend siill dt eper towards the j ihrobbiiig aeuMation, in n week ult'-r t.l»e 
baaift crauii, u«d no relief wbaicuT was | appeurunte ofilm tumour, the lower part of 
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HERPfe ZOSTER.— HYDATIDS, 

tlio thigh began to swell j the swelling | domen ; on the ensuing day^ a very trouble* 
rapidly^ extended, but was circumscribed, I some itching succeeded, and this was follow* 
utid Boon became very prominent in the jed by an eruption of small vesicles, surround- 
centre ; it jiuUated very strongly— indeed ^ ed by a red margin, and tilled with a limpid 
so much so, ns to be clearly visible. On water. Tliese vesicles rapidly increased ia 
applying the stethoscope, the rush of blood ! quantity, and, at last, occupied the right 
into the aneurismal sac was distinctly heard. ■ half of the abdomen from the median line to 
'I’he pain was now^ exceedingly aculli, und i the vertebral column. I’he patient had 
jirogression, or the least movement of the ; some lieadach, nausea, &c., but her prin* 
limb, w'ds prevented. j cipal complaint was the violent pain caused 

VV hen admitted, the tumour was of very j by the eruption, W'hieh deprivecl her of all 
large size, situated upon the inner and j rest. On the iSilv the vesicles were opened 
low er third of the thigh, and extending into | with a needle, and afterwards touched with 
the ham, where it could be felt to pulsate. . the arg. nitr. fus. ; at first the pain was in- 
I’ressure unon the artery in the groin stayed creased, but after three hours the patient 
the pulsation, but did not much dimiiiish fell into a sound sleep, and, on the following 
the size of the tumour. 'J'lic jiatient was | day, was entirely, free from pain; the 
ordered to keep her bed, w ith the limb i eruption had changed into a dry crust, 
Hexed, ami placed ujion its outer side. Ape- • which was gradually detaclied, so that, on 
rients to be given o( CHsiormlly. I the the patient was discharged cured, 

'Jh. Sinre the paiient has been in the : Ihe gastric .symptoms, by which the dis- 
hospitid. the tumonr itas very much in- ease, was accompaiiied from itscommence- 
ereased in size, but the pubsatiou is le.ss dis- i ment, did not seem to he inHucnced by 
tinct, ami, in tbe liarn, cun scarcely be felt; the external Ireatmeiil of ibe eriijilioi). 
at all. Tbe .skin has become of a livid- i In the same wiod. ii isimilar casiMiccurrc d 
brown cob)ur, und, at a pai tit ular spot at in a girl mUineicen ; she was taken with a 
t}i*‘ lower pail of tlie tumour, it appears ga.stric affertion, wbit h wns quickly follow- 
about to burst. ^^‘*1 b> zoster-hke eruption on the right 

‘Jh. Tlie operation of tying the femoral ' t^id'* of llie chest, e.xter.ding circniarly from 
artery was performed to-duv. A conside- i the anterior part of the riglit breast to the 
ruble time cltipscd in tiudiiig the vessel. Imt vertebral column. I’he inllamraatory ring, 
it was at leiigtli secured w ith one ligature, i around the p}i!yttam;v, was not so vivid as 
.'Vfter the operation, a flannel stocking was 
put on the leg. 

1*7. 'I'be patient ha.s had no sleep, but is 
tolerably easy. Ti e pulsati<m of the tu- 
mour has I'litirely ceased ; tlie limbs aie 
nearly of erpial temperature; there is slight 
tingling felt »n the iiilegumeiits of the dis- 
eased limb. 

•J!>, M «i( li the same ; nVitains no sleep , 
ordered U) drops of bimiiiinim nl bed-time. 

October 7, Tin- patient is. U]um the 

whole, going on well, the wouml i»4 lu-.d- , — .. 

ing, and the tumour is gradually dinuriish- 1 Mav, a Kivelling in tiie epigastric regiuii, 
i:ig, ‘1 he ligature baa not yet come away, j wlui h gradually augmcnied, wiihom being 

I accomjvanied by anv psin or distuibanee of 
tin? svstem. From tiie beginning of .Uuie, 

■ tlie swelling consulerablv iucreused, and 

' ansed lancniuting pains ; the patient, from 
llOrrr.VL DK l.\ ivrnc. time, hegnu m vomit evorvlhing, a 

ijuarter or bulf an iiour after swallowniig it- 
~~ t >n the -i‘Oih of June, be entered the hospi- 

» Ahts or imivis ;'OM?n, si 1 1 rssn i.i v The swelling occupied the epigastrium, . 

Tiir.AJin ivv till MiiMii oiMiMit, was of a considernhle size, and very pain* 
Two cases of /ostt r lately ju’cst-nied them- ful : there was no fever or jaundice; tbe 
selvi*.*, in wliich tbe exUrnul use of the vomiting continued ; the bowels were 
nitrate of silver proved very eflcclual in costive. I uder the use of leeches, the 
allaying the violent pains witli which this warm hath, ttiid cuslor-oil, .some improve- 
affection i.s usually acCompatiied. ment was obtained. After repeated exami- 

A girl, twenty-one years of age, wns, <ui nations, it vi'as found that ilie enlargement 
the Kith of Julv, admitted into the Salle was circumscrihcd towards its interior m«r- 
S** Tbbicse ; she had been seixed, afier a gin, and, on peremssion, a sort of trembling 
few day® of general indisposition, with a f frtmiissemeiu) was fell, by which M, lie- 
vidleut bnrning pain on the akin of the ab- caiuier was loti to suspect the existeuce of 


1 lu uo? lunuer cuse.nor wa^. uie y>um so very 
I violent. 'I’he eruption W'as touched with 
! the nitraie of silver, an esckuir w-as formed, 
I and the ]iiitieiit wa.«i enabled to leave the 
j hospital ill four days. — /xi CiiniqHt, 
i 

I HOTEL DIEV. 


uvn.vm) Tt .M( cn la tiiv, ajipomfn, 

I — Marco, scUit. f>;>, of a melancholy' 
i f (>n»ri»*rniiu»nt, nhsi-rvtuT in the niAiilii of 
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liydalids in tlie tumour. An exploratory 
acupuncture was now made, and the watery 
fluid, which issued from the wound, con- 
flrmed M. Kecaniier's diatrnosis. A piece 
of caustic potash was now repeatedly np* 
plied to the tumour, in order to occasion 
adhesive inflammation; violent pain and 
fever were produced, and the lines alba was 
laid bare by an incision, from which nearly 
six ounces of a turbid serum were evacuated, i 
and twice the (|i:Bntity w-aa discharged in j 
the course of the follov^n^ day. liy the ; 
use of emollient injectiuiia, llie artificial 
aperture was kept open, and from it a serous 
liquid, with hydatids, and, lastly, the pa- 
rieles of the cyst ilstdf were uischar^ed. 
Till* tumour gradually decreased, the pains 
disappeared, the bowels became regular, 
and the patiesit had nearly regaiited his 
health at the lime of the report.— D j 


MR. LAWKENCK. 


GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY. 

Btri.Y TO Mtssns. WOOD AND CO. 

IIYDIIOCELK KO HEnKlA. 

A 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Slit,— The letter of Messrs. Wood, Lor- 
raiu, and ^^ewlands, publislicd in a Into 
Number of your Journal, perhaps scarcely 
merits a reply. 1 have, however, been in- 
duced, from the bold assertions which iliey 
make, and the inleinperate language they 
iemidoy, to send you the following observa- 
tions : — 

! Wood, Lorruin, and Newlamia, 

: stale themselves to have copied the ease 
; accurately from the journal of the Infirmary ; 

I but they torget, that nlibough tins liad. lu 
i truth. Wen the case, winch is all tliey seem 
i to contend for, it by no meuiis necessarily 
'< follows, that the account i gave was iii- 
I correct. Of the latter, indeed, they cuunot 
heex: ect‘’d to foim any opinion, since noiiu 


To the Editor i»/ Tin. Lancet. 

Sm!, — ^V^ jen an indiudual has perflfrmed 
public service.s at ibe expense of great jtri- 
vate sacrifice!!, surely it is right that he 
hhoidd be cheered ami P'wardtd by some 
juihlic mark of aiiprobiiM m. Tln> s'ir:;.i' al 
M.'fonncra biue not )< t »: ine thi-, 1 uiav 
say, act of justice, to Mr. Lawrence. I he 
manner ill which I'niit genlleiiian f.inie !(>r- 
ward and vindicated the ri-bts (,f t!;e de- 
graded niernlK-rs of the ( ’oliei;**, is fr> .-!i in 
the reculiection of us all— in iiiier cau v.c 
forget that Mr. Lawrence himseif was, m 
the same time, one of t!ie pri; o'cec.'/ i - a 
jiospital sm-pton, coi.se'.jueiitiy f..e who 
suli'ered notbinj;, but, on the contrary, wus 
a gainer by the infamous by-law;;, nod t;je 
svstern which gave rise t i them. Sueli a 
noble eramt.le of disintereslcdness, siioi i--- 
garJ for the inteiestg oi ro-ience, tiiu-.t not 
pass unnoticed. It is saiil liia* th;* ’pranie 
of liories* no'o is fa'ne iei. us t co' r s;i» h 
praise to Mr. Lo’.vii iice. ( one er^iIl ', with 
Home f:j nds a Lw days sinre, it was sog- 
ptsied tio’.t a piiSiie dmiii-r s’oniltl be y!V';:i 
by the r-irgend reSbrni ts to Mr. Lawr? nee. 
iiowi ver. )!:!'vi :!is;v to adojicint: imv mea- 


! of them, 1 caa nlinosi posiuvi'i\ afhnn, saw 
tfie cl'.ild on its ctiming into the hospital, 
nor nvivioie of thetu i>mrnt ut llie o/iertilton, iior 
even alterv.anis oinles.s 1 am vi rv much mis* 
tukeii)di(l tln-v often Kce the patient. 

/ e /> Mti;-si.ii fe the pufenr, and, natu* 
rallv eiiouMi. a.-ked the m wliicr some ipies- 
t;Mi.:. c mcenuiu tiie hi-steny of tlie (iiieu'iso. 
It WHS from iiet ormtitt, and my min tcVioti- 
:iim, that 1 was enabied to futjush you with 
tin p.ifiicol.ir.s, w’hich, lirawu up a.s ti.ey 
v.cre, trom what wa.;,vnfi and v\hat w.u 
are ;!!ute ns likely to be true, in the oinnum 
of ;,n V ut'pre|ahi( ed person, us the reporl in 

: till hospital journ.d. 

In the rejntrt of the ease in fin. Lwci.r, 
I iiave saiU lluTe WuS no leudernes.s over 
. t!:e iihiione. I), (U- in the pails, which, hnw- 
■ev-Tmuch It may diller from the uhsiract 
givo ii vou bv ^ii asrs. Wood, l.orrain, and 
Nt whinds, J > ;// itujififnin to (v inu ; lui al- 
tb'ci^h i shorn. i h;>})e tiuii neitherlhe geri- 
th.-m;:n who wt-..t> .'.ut the nor t:;e ,uu- 
g^o:i litt'ler wi.os- care it was phierd. is 
cajiabie of Wilful jiusrcpiesentatioii, .stiff / 

rttoii-n tijcii thr ti ntt 0} ..nj own I 

place.! mv hai! I on the tumour and ju oised, 


fiures to Mito-t t!;:;:. o'p'Ot, I fcei it di'.^ira- 
hie to obtiiiii yo:;r cpi;.i.»n upon liie pro. 
priety of ii,‘- ni'-ujOir.', at.i als-o tiiat of uiy 
t iidVrsiioiial hrethr 

i mu. :dr. 

Voor obi li.cijt ftcrvcrit. 

A f’ i; ,v ^ '1 1 1 ! ON J. n A ’. u S c ii u ic a 
I ti.tonuf.R, 


London, Oct ibt’T L; 


hut t!..- child ecineel no higu of pmu or 
n.'i 'a-iioess, eiiin r l-y cnh s or resth,o.j.ness, 
' wiiiMi it •.voni.i iiio.-i iimiouhledly havu 
df ti'.- had eitiu I i .visted. 

i have uLo s.ild the j.utient was not ft*ver« 
i.sli, which .Nuems to lie at v.iruiMce woth the 
Mep.'iit of the ca.'ie in the journal of tho 
; hou..e. i he chiid waM, us might b« ex* 
; p.’Ctr'd, very unwo li ; hut whether or not it 
I w.is fever, IS a difl'erenl ijiiestion. Allowiug 


[ilic mcuKUfc rluid receive our must de- this, however, to be true, I thought thcri| 
cided jjupiiori.-] it. L.J aad »uU thiuk, if it did ut uli exist, that it 
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ivas not to sucli on extent, as we usually (n d known as tlie writer. For llte same reason, 
attendant ou u strangulated hernia, recjuiring the report is written as if 1 Ijad not been at 
an operation. Indetul, it comes to be u mere, the operation. 1 was so; but there being 
matter of opinion, whether the child was 'only two other sttnlents, Messrs. Hendry 
really labouring under /isrer, as is described : ami Smith, besides myself, ]>re»eut, it would 
in the jounnd of the hospital, or only umler ■ have been equivalent to suclt an acknow- 
a higli degree of iniiutidii conseijutoit <iii tJje ; ledgmenthnd J. said so. 
presence of worms, arid the coustipaled ; 1 have now stated ail 1 know about tbo 

state of tbe bowels. [case; t!ie slatemenis of the jouinul i will 

I was in the same ward with t!ie child on : never attempt to reconcile with mine. I will 
the day of the operation nearly two hours, ^ not say the form^ are false; the mother 
and, during tliat lime, theie was neither may have given a dift'erent statement from 
hiccup nor vomiting, which does not dis- i what she gave me ; but even altlioiigh the. 
agree with the statement of Messrs. Wood, reports liad diflVn d mucli more than tliey 
Lorruiu, and Newlonda ; although they, in ;do. i tumhl uvt hme rorrfcted one ioiu of what 
one part of their letter, most disingenuously ? / have adv.inceti, vnleti convinced that ivhut / 
insinuate some doubts of its truth. .fidvttnccd teas ttufouude/l ; ami had this been 

'I'he, mother informed me there was no jibe case, it would, long before ibis time, 
want of stools ; but this she, a day orlwo iliave been publicly declared. 1 may also 
alterwurdfi, contradicled. It was then i ‘ mention, before conriuding, for the satis- 
thought it necessary to correct what I had | faction of your readers, that no authoiitv^ 
•said, wiiich correction !\lessrs. Wood, Lor* • Aetmw wec/i I vuty re^p^^cl it, will ever induce 
rain, and N’ewlunds, will llnd slated in Tm- ; me to dentj n 'mt I heard, and u hat I jou'. 
Limit of the i'd of August, in the follow. ; I am happy to add the testimony of 
mg wv>rds:— "1 must slate, that in the j .Mr. .Smith to what I have gui<l, who was 
rejiort of the caR- in llie journal of the ! dresser in tlie hosjuial at the time, audpu-- 
Koyal Infirmary, it is said tlie child bad no' .'cnt ui the ojkration. 


.stool for eicht days, .saving one immediately 
jirevious to tlie operation, from a clyster, 
and wliicli was very cojtious.'’ 

The report of Mt'ssrs. Wood, Lorraiii, 
and Newliniils, goes on to say, liiniat five 
e. M., a consultntton was called. 1 his pus- 
•sage evidently sliows liow little they know 
of the case coaceiriiu ; wUicii they write in 
Mich confklent lern.s ; fur, nt two v, m.. 
Messrs, lleiulry, Siuitii, and myself, were 
informeii, through the kituine.s.'i df um- o' 
the clerks, that a consuUaiion was to be 
held at six, tbu.i showing, if the consulta- 
tion was lalhd nt five, it was, at h-asi, 
predetermined, and not owing tej the .‘'■.mp- 
toiiH of tiio lurnin having become more 
urgent. 

I have slated that there wax tio regu- 
lar utleuipt at the laxi.s, and its udjuviinis, 
bleeding,’' v\c., neither do IMessr.-s. W ood 


CJlusgow, Sept, , IJhiS. 

“ Dr.\R Sin,— In le tter of yesler- 
1 <luy, you desiie me to stale w hat 1 know of 
I the unfortunate case of hudroceU', which vvas 
la tel y opioated ou in ilx* (ilasgow Royal 
Inlirmary, for strangulated hernia, 

“ 1 wa.s in tlie .same ward with tie* pn- 
itient.iur ti considerable lime immedintt Iv 
j j rev ions to the o’W'nilion, and, during that 
I time, did not see him vomit. I he stool 
t which lu> th.en had appeared to he imiurttl, 
(When th'« vurgeons ha .dloil the .swelKng, 
j the child did Uwt a;<pear to be uneasy ; and, 
jaltliough the lioy wa.s very unwell, my im- 
I pressnui, m ilif time, wa.s, that there were 
I tr-w, if any, <»f lliose symptoms pre.s;ent, 

I wl.ich aie said, in surgical works, to thu-’ 
j lai terise n cus-e of strangulated iiornia, re- 


Lv}rndn,and Newlands. rhev, imieed. s«v 
tl.e taxis was tneil by bolh tbe nllerid- 
i'.vr surgeons, hut they forget to men- 
tion how long it was continue<t, or if they 
coii-sider a man justified in operating foi 
hernia, if, after pusliin ; at. thi* tumour for 
a few minutcB, lie fiuhs to move it. im- 
ossisted hh’t’i/oig, the hafni hath, or tKinseatitjj^ 
tnnlichm, ’I'lie empiovineiit of iliesc, iu nd- 
tlitiou to the mere manual opeintion, con- 
etitute, 1 hcllevi?. what is called, u regtdar 
attempt at the Uuis, 


ng an tq>ei aUon. 

Yours, truly, 

S. iJ. Sn nil.’* 

-Mr, .T. W, Macnec. 

Il.qnrig this vvill convince you, and yotir 
rearteis, liiut I have stated tiulhitig that 
was cither untrue or unfounded, 

1 am, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

J, W. .Macm f,. 

Glasgow'i Sept. 1;'- 



When 1 Kent you the report in queslion. J 

did not conceal tny name on account ol any [Tbe reply of Mr. ^lacnee to Me.ssis. 
fear of the conseiiuences that might result W omi and Cu. ia so very conclusive, ileal wp 
Iroin itJt inaccuracy ; but, from niy inlcniion do not deem it lu'cessury to publisii the 
of sending you future commuuicutiona, 1 spirited uud exceiUut letter of Mr. Tbornaa 
1V03 not wry nuxigus that 1 should W Carter.] 
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HOLE AND COHNiU MOHK AT UIRMINMUM. 

Totlie Editor of Tuf. Lancet. 

Sin,— As a constant reader of yourrnlua- 
bk Journal, I have iKiticeil, with fet'Un'>8 of 
admiration, il»e bold and determined man- 
ner in which you have tlra^ged from its 
liiding: phtre eorriiptio^jj of every kind, 
whether exislin” in the juoud collej;e i whose 
charter seems to make it more impudent in 
its mal-practieesi or llie less arroeanl hos- 
pital; but amidst all the attempts at re- 
formation, 1 iVel a&tOQisiieii that Hirmiii;:- 
haiu (with a slielit exception) shouhl lave 
escaped your investigation, wheilier from 
the limited oi>pnrtunity you lave of hearing 
from that town, or ilte iitlle iutertat you 
imagine your hretitren might derive from 
your ret'orts, 1 know nut ; but it i.s time 
something was s-uid and done. The base 
system of monopoly and humbug, carried on 
within the walls of our Hospitals, deserve 
evjio-sure, and liie severest lashu liberal and 
iiidependftit pre.ss can bestow. 

It is mov uinaU hnirsrurs since lliut ati 
fitlempt w as maik! to erect a 1 1 ver llospitu! 
in tilts town, and tin nn>vt*r of the pruis**. 
woriiiv .sclieno’ was Hr. Birt IkvjVs. an 
itidivtdual wiu'.se irideui: gable exertiotis in 
behalf of so good an institutiuii, cuunot be 
too inncli ap|df.utii‘ti, li!-,-.! a man, whose 
moral chiuacter and iib^ndity of s-ntiment 
Ttinsl endear him to tilt bis a< juuinh’.iuc. 
But the nu.>ni'.'-!;t the propOMijoj, was 
j'.uhlic, away went the ’* medtca! (dliceis" 
ot the (.ietieral lluspsti l to ot-oose, witii 
might and main, tin obivct uielcnnh-m by ■ 
one not bel:!iyiii;,t to tiedr " (unto.” Vifii-' 
peration, and so: histi'al ur»um'nf», were' 
einjdoyed to jiruve, that a tV\rr Imspitai 
wasnbsoMitelv unnecessarv, am! fora length 
of time 1 not, pejlaj/s, tn cons-fjinnee u\ 
their opposition) the mutter wa-i ituher.rd 
of, but a tund huvine been raised, and a 
house lake)), tise CNf^ddishment was set on 
toot, and, (luring the four mouths it lr.»> 
esi-ted, tiftv individuals liuve been restor- ■ 


jral Hwpital moip to erect u kwr hoafic #8 
Ian opponent to )»is. tbe Ooclor proceed# : 
i “ But, Bcnllviuon, can it be yonr |)len- 
fBure to sit sliii, ami to witness »o foul a 
! piece of oppression, and so gros,> an apprt'- 
i priation 1 It is not ten months since we 
' heard the note of disli' ss arnlot (‘inburrass* 
nientat the ticneral llosjdiid, and 1 ven* 

, tiirc to predict, that it will not be icrt 
months more liefore we bear the shum' 
again ; and the jitesenl fXtriivayanoe wdll 
. doubtless alldrd a pretext for raising the 
pin h. it is no longer ago than last spring, 
that it was r(‘i|iusite to make a strong up- 
; peal to the dissenting interests ot the m '.gh- 
bounng districts, (am! it has been rejdied 
to in a manner worthy of tlieir liberuhty,) 
yet thi.s is scarcely done before it becomes 
time bir another gratuiiou.s expenditure, If 
the premi.ses oceopied by the existiiij;; I’ever 
Hospital wdv lusuilicuiit for the wants of 
the Iowa, (which is not tin* case, as it conh! 
accummodalt' fifty beds more if it lad the 
means to turnish tbein, i t!ie ]UihlK: would 
onlv smile, tbaimen, so litile acouainted 
With iu wants, jslicuhi 1 jjini rly have j>re- 
Rumed to thrust forth lie ii i fude, linsoWi hi, 
inaccurafe opini-ms. It' the situati’in id tie' 
t'cneral Hospital were us rooii iis that <d' 
lluliowav i);e hipliest im(l most open 

in ihi^ aCjacctit to ig'di lurhooii, who h it is 
ii'.'t, eVt'U then a loiiipiu' tioii, opposed to 
tie- inieiiti-'!i of lue pomocr, couirurv !o 
the laws of eight- and-1or!y years, m v:i- 
ruuue ttuti the whole svsU'in of b;j e.Rla- 
hhshu.eni admillino drsciisC oiiiv upon a 
hiilav, winiid be iJitui«.nii)h‘ and nuitcent. 
ll one Ki'.ele reusoii could h(‘ gucsseii at 
b- yond tii(' induLero'e nf an unworthy and 
(h-,;iinhiic; Sjonf, it wonhi, jieriiaps, have 
been the lic&t, aS it would sun-iv l)c llm 
mo'-t tr-iropnl course, for me to Mibmit in 
Silence. Bill to si'e liie resourres of u gieut 
and iiolile inslitution |iervrrsel) I'.xpended 
to crus.h sdcntly, by its coiupetiiiori, a 
smaller eioirity, whitfi has tdiiip^led bard 
into exisietice ftotuinii a thousand iiiduect 
am] lUit.ur iittcmpts to str.mgle U, isjitids ed, 
•' too bad.” 

* • » * • * 


ed to their t’arfuiies. 1 have visited itniy-i Let the (iiAeruors look iicuSi Iv to every 
sell frtepiently, and declare that its cleunli- part of tin* expenditure ; let t'icm reilect on 
ness, the uiicntion (if its physician, anil, the huge intiai'c of a rtril-free, tax-free, 
(fie fretdorn of aecet.s alforded to all, ate ' esiiibii^lirucnt. Compare the good (lone 
iiiiext’cptioiodde, iWith other iiospiiais, and remember their 

In coie-eipn rice (I {iresumc) of anotiicr ■ own rccenlly-abridgeii jirivilegca. Abovu 
paroxysm of rage felt aiid m.mie maiufent 'all, ihcy ahochi let, m the light of day ; ritui, 
by the " pinto,” Hr. Havies addresssed aj taking examplu by liie humbler hoipiial, 
letter in .\ris'« Biriiiinghain (laxettc, fiept. which tin ir aerviuits seek to CXtingutHf, 
*Jil, to the “ I’xMieiaciius and Sub- iei them give duily udmittance, «l a rigular 

«(.'fiber& of the fieiieral Hospital, Birming- /tour tfnsd, tuevery liionsed pracutioiier, 
ham,” and to tiiat letter 1 beg leave to call that ti free preas may come iu to liear, He(f, 
your atteiitiou, After sUtine hi# exerlioiu!, criticise, Btid benefit the patientx, the pfo- 
and the opposition he met wn!i, and. more- foiaion, ami the public, m well by the dex« 
over, the wish of the “ rulcr.'v” of the tim - tetity tiA by the buiigliiig of tbw who now 
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seem to mma^$ att abnolute and irrespon* 

8ibi« munopoly, 

lu concluding, T beg to apologize fur 
intruding inyBelf’ upon your attentiori. If 
1 conttulied my own ca»e, it would perhaps 
iinve been better to submit quietly than to 
afford a pretext for vituperation, virulence, 
and private injury. Any one addressing 
yuu on the subject, must be pienared to 
encounter again, orje by one, the delegates 
of the ‘ weekly club -again adveribing 
at the expense of the ‘ .loint Slock Purse.’ ” 
'liie Uoctur concludes by aoying. — 

“ lie it as it may, no private considera- 
tion on earth shall induce me to {>ermit 
this transaction to pass without niaking, at 
least , one endeavour to liold it up to the 
ujirobatioii, contempt, and failure which it 
merits, and 1 call on an indignaut public to 
support the House of Recovery, or General 
1 ever Hospital, at liullowav Ileuii. ' 
(’onsideriiig, Sir, that litr LAserx has! 
thr must extended sale of any medical publi- 
cation, and deeming it uecessury that the 
evil doings of our Hole and ( oruer” Gen- 
tiemen should be circulated fsi juul wide, 1 
have been induced to tr »ubh‘ you with tlie 
few scattered ideas in this sheet. 1 he cor- ; 
nipt, tlie secret, the unhftfiiisame manner,) 
in wliii }» the Mirj^eons of our I iospital (ex- , 
ccpi Mr, V\ <KMi) carry on their dark doings, ; 
is abominabie ; and i shall rejoice when,! 
tlirougii the interf'-rence of stune hcrievo- , 
lent individual, the doors shall he opened 
to show the *• hell t! ,i‘« there.'* ,\l pre- 
sent, .surmise does a.i : we know not. when 
a poor wretch is immured within it, wlie- 
tlicr his case be treated wstli common hu- 
manity, i>r whether he will ever be allowed 
to revihit his tiiends or farniiy. W ell does it 
C()ire«pniifl with the dcscrij-tiu.’i of the 
Mantuan bard : — 

<< Facilis desceii.sus averno 

S>ed revucfirc grodum 

Hoc ojuis, hie labor est 

'fhe medical find snrgicul scliool opens 
here on i!ic tjoih inst., and then, probably, 
f 010 ' ( i)tit cssion may be made, at least to 
sttnh*m«, which wjH afford an opportonitv 
of su}ij>)ying, jjcrhaps, a few cases to your 
Journal, and deniontilrote, with a veracity; 
not to be doubted, llint •* men love dark-) 
ness better thuii light, hecauae their deeds ; 
uie evil." 

I nti! that time, IMr. Kdilor, 1 sltall pro-j 
hably not l rouble you again; but if I can! 
utfom you auy information respecting cither 
of oar Ihatitutiona, J slinll he most happy ; 
to do 80* as fur os my humble abilities w'ill ! 
allow ; and 1 trust, ere many yearn elapse, ; 
we ahall see Uie nnmea of Hodgson, De 
Lya, and Vaux, coujded with liberality and 
opeuueas of conduct ; and of know'iug*, that 
though aa individoal tnay be trampled on 


by the creatures of power, he will rise su- 
perior to all their machinations, and that, 
in after time, t)ie name of Davies will be 
gratefully recollected by many, who have 
been rescued from the grave in our laudable 
and infant charity. 

I remain, Sir, 

Faithfully yotir’s* 
Cairo. 

Birmingham, Oct. 8, 1028. 


ABl-SIi} at ST. IIARIUOLOMLU ’S. 

To the hiitor vj' Tut Lancet. 

Sin, — 'fbo many morbid practice.'S which 
the judicious application of '1'iie Lanctt 
has tended to remove in this, as well as m 
other metropolitan hospitals, induces me to 
lay bef *re you a grievance, which, however 
trivial ilniay appear in the eyes of the mul- 
titude, IS, I can as.sure you, of no light suf- 
ferance to the panics aggrieved, viz. the 
dressers. 

Vou are, doubtless, aware, it is an e.xist- 
custom at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
fur the dres.spr, whose accident-day it may 
chance to be, to remain at hib post from 
'J A.M. to 9 e.M. J hiuigii this custom is 
with pill'. rimy rigorously tnforced, yet so 
little uitmition is paid to the comibrt of the 
dresser on duty, that no part of the esta- 
blishment superior to tlie sijuaro of tlio 
Hospital, imilerthe broad canopy of heaven, 
or in the wards, witli ilie select society of 
nurses and }*ati('ms. is a.ssigiu d U) him dur- 
iU 4 the perir.d of his niov fretjueiilly-unoc- 
I cupied time ; time wiiich, had he a room 
adorded him, might be spent mucli more to 
; his adrat)tage,rerta:nly more to his conifort. 

1 understand ihul it was formerly the 
eu.^tom for the dresser on duty to make 
use of nn ap.artnieni in the house of an tn/c* 
riot othcer whose I'tigaries you luive lately had 
oeensiou l.> nuiiee , hut this privilege has, 
for some unaecoimtuhle reason, been wilh- 
tlrawn, and the dress r lull a wunderer on 
the site of the Hospital. 

Should your imsertion of this be attended 
with a removal of the grievance, you will, 
Sir, have a yet stronger cluiui lo the grati- 
tude of 

A DiiKssEn* 

Su Bartholomew’s Hospital, 

Oct. 12, 1828. 



% BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW.--SUBSCniPTIONS. 


BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW, 

A Translation of the PIiannttcopaMtt of 
the King a ;il Queen’s CoUesfe of Physi- 
ciaos in Iteluutl, with Notes and Illustra- 
tions. By D. SimllaNj A.M., M.D. 8vo, 
boards, jip. Dublin, iiodges and 

Smith. 

Remoikson the Trentnf nt of the Insane. 
By £. P. Chauliswokth, with a 

plan of the Lincoln Lunaiic Asylum, hvo. 
pp. ,’10. Loudon. C. and J. Kivini;ton. 

A Letter addressed to Ilis Excellency the 
lU'jht Honourable General the Karl of Chat- 
ham, Governor of Gibraltar, icc., relative to 
the Febrile Distempers of that Garrison. 
By W. W. FitASKii, Esq., Inspector ofllos- 
piiuls and IMedical Superintendant of Qua- 
rantine at (iibraltar. London. Callow and 
Wilson, bvo, pp. 4'.', with Tables. 

A Uluinial ou Midwifery ; or a Summary 
of the Sfit'iict' and Art of Obstetric Medi- 
cine ; indudin^' tlie Anatomy, Physiology, 
Patiiologv. niorapeutics, peculiar to 
Females ; Treamn nt of I’arunition, Puer- 
peral, and Iiifuntile Diseases; and an Ex- 
position of Oh.slelrico- l.egal Medicine. By 
Kvan, M.D.. Member of the 
Pviyul Colleges of Surgeons in London anti 
Edinlmrgli. i.oiidoii, I.ongmau aud Co., j 


This Chart is an admirable guide to the 
use of the stethoscope; and wu can with 
confidence recommend it to the notice of 
OUT jeaders. 

Statement of Facts respecting Dr. Wil- 
liam Pipsiou Lander, now of IH, Slnane 
Street, Chelsea, formerly of Wallingford,^ 
Reading. Hancock, Holborn, Cupur of 
Fife, and Edinburgh, flvo. pp. 3y. stitched. 


LllKRARV NOTICE. 

Mr. Ricimtds is preparing for the pre.ss, 
a Treatise ou Nervous Disorders; with 
Ohservalions ou Physical Sympathy, and a 
Dissertation on the best Dietetic aiid 
Medicinal Remedies. 


SIBSCIIHTIOXS 

von THE riisTui.SMKi) Mi ntrAL ccvtlv.mas 
ASH I'AMJl.V. 

Subscriptions already received ,/ ‘.!10 l'> 


.•uhn Purrott, Ks:|., Chtphaiu , . . . I I 
P. Di-vou, kemiiiigiou .... 1 
John .Sinilli, E >‘<1 , Leicester Place i 0 t* 

Miles Marley. I fij 1 <> t) 

U . B'.agdcn, l .sq 1 1 

lleiay Llseguod, Ls.j 1 1 i> 

IL I . Thomson, M.D 1 1 t* 


HfJO. Pimo. pp.aM. I 

An Analytical Index to the New Lunatic I 
Act, for regulating the Cart* and rreatineiit j 
of lusaiift Ptr.sons in England. London. | 
Kirtori, IIP2B. tivo. pp. 4'2. j 

An Essay explanutoryof a Method where- 
by CanctfTous I Ici ration may he slupped,. 
by the Formation of Cru.'ils and (iranulaling ; 
^Margins ; together with Ubstrvatiou.'i and | 
Dirtt tions for the 'I reatmeiit of other ana- j 
pogous l)iaea.ses and Diseased StuUs, ct>n- j 
sequent to, and utiendiiut ujiun. Cancerous | 
Llceralion, By W imjam Eai'.k, Surgeon 1 


IE l.ioyd, Esq., \\ igiKore Strict 1 
.1. Siuarl, L.«>q., Edward Street .. 1 

,1. II. Green, Esq 1 

Francis Le' Mann, IM.D I 

Robert Gooch, M.D 1 

.lames Morru'li, Esq,, Sloane Street I 

.lauua VeiUh, M, D 1 

C. K. Buittr, l.sq., CliehAta .... 1 
Robt. H. t'ummuig, Esq., ditto .. I 

irCJitt’fU Ilje^pHtlU 

\V. W . SieiuU, Ea'p I 

M. Trumu::, Lsq. i 


1 

I 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 

I) 

(1 

1 

I 


0 

t» 

0 

\> 

0 

(» 

0 

0 

0 


<1 

0 


t> tile (.'ancer liisiitution, Charluttc Street, 
Bloomsbury, kv. L-mdon. Wightmaii and 
Cramp. Hvo. j)p, f;i). 

An lulrwduciory Lecture dCivi-red in 
the University of London, oti 'I’hurjiday, 
Oct. if, BU'fi. By .Ion N Conom v, !\Lli.. 
J'rofessor of tie* Nature Bt;d Treatment of 
Diseases. Londuii, .I.Tavior. lU^U. Hvo. 

]!]). :;l 

A General Desf riptieui of (he Bones of 
the Skeleton, iuif ruled fur the use of Stu- 
dents, By lirMiv Kr Me Uanokli., M.R. 
C.S. 12(iiO. boards, pp. 11 U London. High- 

A Sfetluiscop'C Cdiart ; in which may he 
seen, at one view, tlie applicaticn of Aus 
cultiition and Percussion to the Diaguesn* 
of Thoracic Doieiuies. umi the use of the 
Stethoscope in other DiHcasts, Arranged hy 
S. E. HoifciNS, M. R. C. S. 


IL lUckH. Estj. 1 1 (* 

C. Scudamore, M.D 1 I t> 

FomauUtl to the Editor, bt/ Mr, ( uiidt, of 
Oumthmn : — 

>ir Cha*i. E. Kent, Bart., l.iltle 
Pont-iu House, uearGraniliatn 1 0 0 

The J.ady .>opiija Kent, ditto . . . . i 0 0 

Lady, Gran llisuti 1 0 0 

Diilo,’ ditto U 10 0 

Tliomiis Bland, K»q. M. D., ditto 1 0 0 

Win. Turner, Efic). iM. D., ditto 1 0 0 

Mesurs. (Niward and Parker, ditto 1 1 0 

Mr. W. Catlett, jwn., ditto 0 li> (> 

VI r. Bre wsUt, di ito (1 .1 t> 

Mr. Deeping, Newftik 0 lU 0 

' .Mr. Mather, Grantham I 0 0 

I Mr. Catielt, ditto I 0 0 

Grunthum, Get. 



THE LANCET, 


Vot. 1.3 LONDON, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25. [1328.9. 


LECTURES 

ON THE 

THEORY AND PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY. 

OELIVERED AT OHv’s HOSPITAL BY 

DR. BLUNDELL. 


Lectcrk L 
Of tfu G rail'd C- tents. 

In conwpqaeiict! of imptojtnalion, the 
gpiiitals uu<icrgo conftpicuous chuttgos ; and 
ulion altered in this raanner, tiiey Torni 
v hat is denonjiunled the gravid uterus, of 
V'hich I now proceed to treat. 

TIk* womh, in tlic uuimpregnnted condi- 
tion, varies much in it* size, but, on an ave- 
rage, it does not exceed the bulk of a small 
pear flattened; when, however, it is en- 
larged to the full siao of gestation, it forms 
a very bulky tumour, occupying, at least, j 
two -thirds uf the cavity' of the abdomen ; 
its diameters from mouth to fundus, from side 
to side, and from before backwards, being, 
cm au average, of twelve, nine, and six in- 
ches respectively. The fi)rm of the gravid 
uterus varies somewhat in ditfereni women ; 
but, in tile main, it reaembles a large egg, 
more rounded in some ctses. more elongated 
in others, something, perhaps, depending on 
the poaiiiou of the firtus. 

This oviform uterus is placed in the 
cavity of the abdomen, the fundus being in 
front before the ensifurm cartilage, and the 
mouth lying below and behind in apposition 
to the middle parts of the sacrunu When 
the bladder is full of urine, it takes iu 
place between the uterus aud the ahuomiual 
coverings, otherwise the womb is covered 
by these teguiueuts alpnu in front, and the 
iiiteatioea, in ihu end of preg nancy, lie 
•hove and behind Ibe uterus, being, by the 
iuterpoaition of this organ, Bometitinrs con- 
cealed almost entirely from ibe view, even 
ibongh the abdominal cnverittgii hate been 
Ittid o{H)n by the knife. When the womb | 
<ai^ too much foward, or to oiihej sideJ 
No, 2(i9, ' 


these detlolioas from the healthy position 
are denominated the obliquities, and they 
are, 1 believe, commonly arising from one 
of three causes — distortion of the pelvis — 
projection of the •lumbar verteb. aj— and 
laxity of the abdominal muscles ; the tw'o 
last are the moat common, and these may 
operate in combination. Bandages, if well 
constructed, may be very useful here. 

When the wpmh is in action, the tumour 
which it forma becomes very hard— hard, 
for example, as the casts here exhibited ; 
but, iu (he middle and end of pregnancy, 
before the full action comes on, the uterus 
may be so soft and yielding, that the head 
of the firtus may be clearly enough dis- 
tiuguiabed, commonly in the inguinal re- 
gion, whence we may tlie more readily dis- 
tiuguish the intumescence of pregnancy 
from that which arises from w’ater, air, 
urieps, or a diseased growth of the viscera. 
If tlie womb conliun the usual quantity of 
wmter, iu surface is generally equable, and 
more or less globose ; but, in some cases 
perhaps, when the quantity of the liquor 
amiiii is small, and the w*omi>, thin and lax, 
lies loosely on the limbs of the fa'tus, a cer- 
tain degree of iuequalily is produced, and I 
know of one case in which an accoucheur, 
of no small experience, feeling the parts of 
the child with e.xtraordinary disiinclness, 
was led erroneously to infer, that the preg- 
nancy was extra-uteriue. All these obser- 
vations are most easily made, when the ab- 
dominul coverings are ibiii. 

When the womb is enlarged from preg- 
nimcy. in the general you do not observe 
anything like fiiictualion ; therefore, if the 
bladder is duly evacuated, and if there is no 
dropsy of the peritoneum when you strike 
the abdomen, no tincluation will be per- 
ceived, Uuderstanil, however, that under 
disease the liquor umnii sometimes collects 
ill very large abumiunce, to the amount of 
three or four gallons for example, and, in 
tUcso cases, a fluclualiou may bo felt dis- 
tincUy, as if the woman were dropsical. 
This I mention to you, the rather because it 
is not very common, and because if you 
were not aware of it, and chanced to inei't 
with one of these fluctuating wombs, you 
tui^Ut t'asbly have recourse to the trocar and 
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canula. It is by 5'pur learning from the 
j)atient lliat she herself l)elieves that she is 
})regiiant, »ud that the enlargement of the 
abdomen has very suddenly occurred, that 
you are first led to suspect the nature of the 
case ; for usually, wltere the enlar'rement 
has very suddenly occurred, it does not arise 
from ascites, but irom pn-gnancy ; and your 
diaguosis is furthci assisted by tho severe ab- 
dominal pain j'lroiUtced by tiio rapid strctcii- 
iug, and ultimately tire .?pasms of the mus- 
cular suhsiaiice of the womb. \\ hen vou 
make an examir.aiion of tue inouib a”d m-fk 
of the uterus, you may feel in the brim of tin' 
J'ch'is the loundcd tumour, formed by the 
lower frustum of the womb ; and pushing 
the inve.stig:itioii sii!I further, you dis- 
tinguish the 03 uteri hiarc or li-ss lidated, 
with the membranous hag tilled with the 
liquor ainuii. So that by these characters — 
the membranous bug tilled with tlie liquor 
amiiii — the dilated mouth of the uterus— 
the uterine tumour ft It in the brim of the 
pelvis — the abdomimil pains ofleii very 
ulurming— and the intimation given by the 
patient herself that j’reguancy is, in all j>ro- 
babilily, the cause of ah her symptoms— the 
disease under consideration inay be easily 
recognised, lu the middle inoTith.s ofec.st'a- 
tion, a woman lahouivd under a great ^^^•ell- 
ing of the abdomen, which ihjctuated dis- 
tinctly. Dr. Jlaiglilou was rent tor, to- 
gether with a very dislinguished stugeon, 
who, conceiving the case to be ascites, pio- ! 
]ioscd culling next day to perform the oneru- 
lion of tapping. Dr. Jluigliton sugg^-sted 
that this abnominal sweiiiiiy might, aifer ail, 
he a dropsy of the uterus, i.ut no particular 
examinulion of this point was instituted on 
that day ; in the course of the ru’i-.ht, tlie 
meiubnines, which contained ail tliis water, 
burst of thems 'ivos, a tloud of iluid was di.s- 
choirged, the abdomen raT-dfily collapsed, a 
feetus issued not larger than the tii>f joint 
of the lingt r, tiu-r woman escaped from l.er 
j'aracenteiis, and did v.tll. Jlrro, then, in 
u due in which a surgeon of dj.stiticui.ahfd , 
ta/ent, in consequence of a funsry diapuj- 1 
iiis, was on the point of ftnneturing the* 
uterus; do you, tl.ereforc, biM/u your ■, uar-.i, ■ 
As to the tr. lilujcnt of i!d» distasc-, >f; 
t!ie swchiit ; is t.wt very great, you may jVt- 
iiienl tie. atolonien, gove ojoiiin, and leech : 
anil s.Uie. tiWies p; riitips, will out fat tlu r help, 
th" symtOoms noiy give way, the womari ; 
Uiif/na?‘ iy rcachicy tU" lull term of nirny 
months;; if, on tie* otie-r hantl, 
tily of water is v^ry coruous, and the preg', 
nanev is of the earlier months, um! the pains, 
are v-, ry sevi rt . rilecU;;.! r? ,ie}‘ may W oh- 
tained i'V t^ip, in|.: the ne n-e.-am-s «l the 
ttUfhlh of the u'iTus, i'rt’u! can- hein-q- taken 
not to injure tfr* reiMji, In ordiifarj C3 m-», 

J think, 1 ahotdd net make u iaigc openme, 
for if the openiiq; be ti ihot* puocUirif, the 


water may come off by little and little, and 
the abdomen may siuk' the more gradually. 
If tile water should come away more ra- 
pidly than you expected, then jiut a ban- 
dage round lire patient in the same man- 
ner that you would do if you were tajiping 
in a case of ascites ; and prepare for syn- 
icope. Gaitskcll’s bandage would answer 
j very well. 

j Although all (he structures of llie uterus 
!are very much developed in gestation, yet, 
1 in reality, the pregnant uterus consis 1 .s e.^- 
I ssntially of the same parts as the unimpreg- 
imitcd, viir. the nuj.sciihir substance, anil the 
i iiivci-tiiigniemhranesiwith their accct. series. 
I Internally the uterus is covered throughout 
I by an extension of (he same membraiu'^ 

I which lines the vagina: extcriiiilly, tliu 
;womb is coated by the ]ieritotiemu, which, 

I iiowever, docs not line the lower jiai t of the 
■surface iu Irour, where it iiei iigaiust the 
j bladder. 

; 111 the womb, at tlie end of pregnancy, 

: we iinii t!;ai the nerves me very l:i!';.,;e, and 
i tlie !>:tiiie i.H the cese with the ah.soiin'ul.s. 
I'ihe aI).soih!?nl.s iu the uaiinprcgeaied state 
■nr<' w-ry small, and tlicrc is u oidlculty iu 
I injt (Ming tle-ni ; hut y.-lo n tin* wc.ii;:!/! is in 
|n .'M.jite of ge.sta'.i'ni, lliey are very laive, us 
' 1 wii! .sliowyi'U at our suh.scijiiciil mefiii,!;;;. 
It i.s, iierhavir, in good measure, in consc- 
quence of lS;e abiorbenls being hnro^ nu- 
iiu-roii.?, and active, that the uterus, after 
delivery, shrinks sorapuilly in its bulk. As 
S') .u us purliiruion lakes ptare, if we exa- 
rnin;* the* uterus, we gen--rally find it to bt; 
a.s hij-ge as the fevtal head, but in (he course 
.'ofa few weeks it hocomea reduced to nearly 
its iinVjnal size, such as it wm.k when in the 
Miiiimpregniited cotMiition. Now tiii.s rapid 
I coilniise of the utcrufi is, 1 conceive, to ho 
ascribed to tin- iar;.,c size mid great iielivify 
i of tlic absorbents, assisted by the eontraction 
i of the blood, vessels, and the grodunl expnl- 
isinn of much of the bloCMl. In tin* unimpnq’- 
nated C(j»o'i:ion of the uterus, the h!ood-vt:s. 
sef.s me fi-w* and sfiiull, dfuived from tveo 
sourf f,'.«. the infcriOT utorinc iiMenes, and Ific 
Sjferni ;;lie: 5 , Im.I when the patient lieeomeH 
pregnant, tlo y are of very iurye st/e iu the 
Pud ot vvf.tiituui,erp;‘cially ftsthn; jneparatjon 
.'diov.s. And this m the rcioem ubj, m (!,<; 
hitter month.*, of pri giiaccy. woinrn are liablei 
' to .t.iicii daiigeruoa h/.mdoig^, while, iu cur- 
lier gesiiitjoi), the flooding^ arc lum.h Icsft 
copioua, and of are atfeiojed with 

jitiiKhieas flftoger. I he V'. iaj* cor- 
respond with the tirtcrit** m»' ab*. v. ry ca- 
i paciouts, and, from ihi-ir great (apaciiy, th»7 
jure «eir.f:tjmc» fallal liu^ amuses of th« 
met 19, th'n«eh I ma/ by (he wiiy, 

that ebb tcnri is apjdjed jtiore properly U> 
real ainuona cautsca m tho «uh«tauvt» of the 
ulcrua, widch tiCemn to la* dottiogubhed 
iftum tUti vtiim, lud ^hith remitid 
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tlie camese columna of the heart. To faci- 
litate the return of the blood from the ute- 
rus, the veins take a direct course, hut the 
arteries corresponding with them are ver- 
micular, and it is supposed lhat this vermi- 
cular course of the arteries is designed to 
diminish the impetuosity of the uterine cir- 
culation, and to diminish the risk of tliose 
llooilinjjs which, nevertheless, so often take 
jiiace. from inspecting this preparation, 
you raav ftnd that the arteries are as ver - 
micular in the womb at the end of nine 
months, as in the uoiinitregnated uterus, 
and, therefore, the vermicular course does ' 
not appear to have been designed to facili-j 
tale the diatention of the uterus, by allow'* | 
ing the vessels to draw out, ami change 
from the vermicular to the linear direction : 
for this change does not take place ; besides 
if tins serpentine course were meant to faci- 
litate the ready dilatation of the uterus, we 
should luive exjuTled that, like the arteries, 
the veins would have been serpentine also. 

I'he substance of the uteru.<}, 1 couceive 
to be intule up of a structure essentially 
muscular, an Oj)inion in which many, 1 be- 
lieve, acijuiesce, though by lllunieiibuch, and 
otbeis, It is denied. That the womb is really 
muacubir, I am persutwled ; tirst, liecause in 
the inainrniferous nniniuls geneiully, we tind 
that it is so indis|>utubly ; thus in the rab- 
bit;, for example, the muscularity of the 
W'omb is lar more, conspicuous thau that of, 
the intestines ; you may see the tibres 
coarse and large, and you may observe 
tlieir motion, provided you examine them ; 
immediately after the rabbit is killed. It; 
seems, then, that in tlie mnmmiferous ani- , 
inuls geuernliy, muscular hbres have been ! 
given to the ulerns for the purjiose of expel- i 
Jiig the foptua, and if the muscular fibres he 
given in ilie case of animals, W'hy should! 
they not be given to the human uterus also { 
Why in the human uterus alone should a! 
fibre be formed, xttt generif, expressly for' 
this pU!{io8e, when, a« appears from animals, 
tile muscular structure )» itself Huthcieiu fiu 
the jjurjwses of parturition, flus urgument, 

1 know, If not devirive, but the presuiup- 
timi is strcuir, for if the uterus uf auimaU is 
<ompv>Hed ot mtiscnlsr librts, why should 
w e uot Kuppofu* that the humtm uterus is so 
also? /Vnjjeuf ftrr plcurti. Agoui, that the 
human uterus on !wu:iu:ub)ir. #j jvc;»rs when it 
ii developed from pregnnm y ; and this is 
m cU ar, that if s ou mke » portion of the 
uterns witen thus devdopcd, and show it 
IP uny mummm ur demoiiitialor, askiog 
him, at the itiiit time, what it is, W will 
reply, wiihoui Uesttatiou, that it is iUfkM'u/ur, 
J'id* exp runciit 1 once ixti4« luyiKilf: tak- 
iitg a {mrtiott of the iuiptefiitsted uterus, 
1 iWwod it to Mr. Oroen uod Mr. Key. 

judges m thi* jKiiut, and, witil- 
«tti mtarioii <»C ths woix^f 1 


them to tell me what was the strueture, 
when they immediately declared it to be 
muscular. If, therefore, we are to judge 
of the structure of the human uterus from 
the a}»pearance to the eye, independently of 
other circumstances, we need not hesitate 
to decide that it is nmscular. But tbsre is 
yet H third proof of the uterine muscularity, 
very decisive to my mind, which is, itbon- 
tracts iiseh like a muscle under the excite* 

I moot of a stimulus. Like the womb of ani- 
mals, indeed, it as true that, during the pe- 
riod of gestation, the human uterus lies 
(juiet ; yet this is not always the case, for it 
may act prematurely, as in the case of mis- 
carriage; but wlien, at the end of nine 
months, the womb begins to wake up, as it 
I were, from its long lethargy, we then find 
i that, like other muscles, it becomes irrita- 
I ble, and contracts itself under the incile- 
I ment of stimulus ; the ovum entire, first ex- 
cites its contraction — then tlie fcetus — then 
I the placenta— then an accumulation of 
I clotted blood ; or the fibres may be brought 
I into action when the womb is empty, by the 
! introduction of the hand of the accoucheur. 

' J^ike the heart, therefore, the uterus ismus- 
icular; it is. like the heart, stimulated by 
'distention, nor is it by distension only, but 
like the heart, moreover, it is stimulated by 
other incitements, for other stimulus, when 
taken into the stomach, would act. upon it, 
more especially the ergot, of which I for- 
imcrly vspoke. \VeU then, if the womb in 
all other animals is muscular — if^ again, 
the imiscuiarity of the huuiau womb is de- 
veloped to the eye. when pregnancy occurs— 
and, moreover, if we find that the W'omb, 
liM* imisclf. coultucts under the incitement 
of a stimulus — 1 think we have proof enough 
to hear us out in the assertion, that this 
uterus is muscular. 'This muscularity is of 
no small impoitniice ; by means of it, not 
ouly tloes the womb expel the child and the 
placi ttia, but it moreover contracts itself so 
as to become seevtre against the risk of in- 
verstun, or the larger d » sc barge a of blood j 
for, as 1 foriucrly exjdaiued to you, it i& by 
the coniractum of the muscular fibres of the 
w'OUib, that the luouilis of the h.o{>d-ves.x«ls 
■ are doMHl up. so as to prevent the larzer 
disthmgt's of b'.ood in oruiuarv cases. 1 he 
! womb being muscular, is, of course, obnox- 
: ioui. lo the fituuie to ceases us the other mus- 
cles ef the luKiy, .md may, perhaps, be rc-* 
jUtJTed by the same rfuiedies. 

\ the thirkttess of llie womb varies in 
vdtderent women; au average being fiom a 
I t^uarler lo u ihud of an inch ; mui it i# worth 
' your obw-rvatiun Uiat it la thick when 
' enlftiged from gestuiiou, as when in Use im- 
;pregn»led itate, which is a proof that the 
! thinness of the womb does not anse, Itke 
I (itur of the human bladder, Ifom mere dis- 
I tettsion. Ctruin pturu of the uterus you will 

ua 



100 


OF THE GENITALS, AND THEIR 


sometimes find to be umisu ally thick ; some* 
times, on the other hand, it is nnuauully thin, 
not thicker than brown paper for example. 
From the unusual thickness, no iocouveni- 
oace arises ; but if it is unusually thin, la* 
ceiations may take place, and hence you 
ought never to carry your hand into the 
uterus, unless there be need for it. About 
the month and neck of the uterus, you will 
find a large number of mucous follicles, 
which, in pregnancy, are very apt to form 
a great deal of mucus, and which close up its 
mouth ; it is this apparatus which forms the 
glandaUrnaholhif and 1 suspect that in carci- 
noma, it is litis apparatus that is the original 
aourcc of the malignant ulceration. I'hc 
opinion is deserving of i\,ttention ; because, ^ 
if it really be so, it is not uureasouable to 
hope that, in some cases of genuine ma- 
lignant ulceration, if we can but pare away | 
tiiia diseased structure, w'e may eulirelv re- 
move a disease, which would otherwise go 
on and destroy the patient. An operation 
in principle of tliis kind, has been per- 
formed, 1 titilieve, not without its success, j 
by Oziauder, Dupuytren, atul Lisfrauc, and i 
this operation hereafter more fully con-j 
sidered, 1 strongly recomiutud to your' 
consideration. ' 

I shall now send you round some |»repa - 1 
rations, illustrating and proving the asser* ' 
tions which I have advanced. This, in ' 
cast, IS a very excellcni specimen of the' 
uterus at the end of the nine months. You ' 


distinctly movin}r, and with a great deal of 
activity, like the intestines. 

Here is a preparation sl)owin|; the ordi- 
nary thickness of the uterus, winch is from 
a smarter to a third of an inch. 

llere is a preparation of the womb un- 
usually thick throughout, nearly an inch in 
its measure from surface to surface. 

Here is a preparation of the uterus un- 
usually thin, some parts of it not more than 
a line in thickness. Such a womb might bo 
easily lacerated. 

Here is another preparation, where the 
womb is not thicker than a piece of brown 
paper ; recollect this preparation, when- 
ever you are introducing your hand into the 
uterus. 

And here is the os uteri, with its follicles. 
It is this structure which is, 1 suspect, the 
first scat of the malignant ulceration, and 
by the removal of which the disease might 
most probably be cured. 

I ty the Genitals, and their emiditiim immJuitelv 
I after Delivery, and rittriwg the juWyuent 
I il ecLi, 

I If the (luantily of the li(|Uor nmnii has been 
'unusually lttri;e, or if a woman have pro* 
educed a variety of children, the coninution 
of tlie uterus, of course, gives rise to a very 
coujiiilerable ftatcidity of llto abdonuual 
coveringa ; indeed they are exceedingly 
flaccid, even iu lliose cases where the utenm 


will observe the position of the viscera 
above or behind the uterus. The uterus is 
soffietiinesof u more rounded, and, at others, 
a more oviform shape, a specimen of both 
forms I here exhibit. 

In this preparation, you see the absorb- 
ents of the uTerus. t his b* longed to the 
cat ; the wornh dilated and driee is not un- 
like a piece cf intestine, and the absurbruts 
remind one of the lacleals. 

Here is another )>ri;par;Uion of the ab- 
sorbeuts of the human uterus, very nume- 
rous and large. 

Here is one tliat sliows the muscularity 
of the uterus, A piece of nut ex- 

hibit a muscularity more ( onspicuous. 

Here is anotiier uterus inv^-rted, its iune: 
membrane having been removed, so that you 
may see iU structure the better. You may 
also distioguish the oritice of the fallopian 
iiibfs. 

Here is a .’tlill finer preparation of Um 
same kind, I 

Here is a sttecimen of the inuscularity of! 
ihe womb of i!;e rahhit, hliowitig, as usual in j 
ibis aiiima!, one very large v.;-{rju, and Iwoj 
uteri. It is not necessuiy ! > lake away tlic j 
peritoneum to see the muscularity ; be- 
sides, if you examine a rabhj ioimediaU'ly 
after its neck has been broken by the dealer, 
you may see both the wombs and ihu vagina 


I has not exceeded ih** ordinary size, and 
j hence the propriety of the nieusure w hich I 
i formerly recummended to you after de- 
• livery— -I mean the compression of u Imndage, 
(as in the case, of ascites, so as to give to this 
i part an agreeable support. This flaccidity 
|o! the abdominal coverings, liowevcr. grndu- 
I ally disappears, more slowly in some, and 
■ more rapidly in others, bo that if the abdo- 
I men were examined many uofitbx utter de* 
i livery, or even many weeks, altbough much 
laxity of the eoveringa might remain, you 
would not find them, in the general, bv any 
means ao flaccid as immediately afier par- 
turiiion. The use of the bandage tends, per- 
iiajis. l») fsciiitaie the coatractiun of il»e ab- 
dominal teguments, and the aeijuisifion trf 
the uatnral thupe, not only immediately 
after delivery, but aiibaeijuently ; wad I 
think It is no had advire that Ik given to 
patients, for the first few week* properly to 
support tbemsdvet with bandages, not, 
however, preaaiug u{h>ti the aMumen with 
that degree of force which may give rise to 
pain*. That resiofalitm of the ahdoininal 
;c.rTfring* to ilicir healthy tension, which 
laktMi plate spoil ttmemisly iu moat cases, 
does not invariuhty take plate in ail; yoti 
will ttow and then meet with a cum iix 
which, in a year or two after delivery, the 
abdomiuij coveriiigi will be a» flaccid at 
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Were immediately »ftn the birth ; the | an operation, however, wlticli, as 1 have 
reason of this failure of the eontraction of often said, and as these preparations prove, 
the muscles and the skin, I confess myself should never be performed, unless there be 
to be unable satisfactorily to explain. a peremptory need. This ilaccidity of the 

Immediately after rim expulsion of the pwwge* »» Ihf reason why women, espe- 
fmtus, not only is the abdomen aoft. but the who have had large famdies, on 

Uterus itself maybe felt to be hard andl«*i“gtoo soon after delivery, feel aa if the 
round; in feel, not unlike the head of g “‘erior would drop away, or, to use another 
fmtua. You must not be surprised, if the «Pf«sion. as if the inwde were coming 
woman tell you with alarm, when you first ! ^»rth. 1 he ligatures to the pelvis being so 
visit her after delivery, that she has a tu- ] and lowened. and the pMsage 

mour in the pelvis ; for if she hove not had j sotUioroughly expanded, the 

a child before, the may not be aware that ! unsupported, necessarily descends, 

this tumour is healthy ; and the practitioner i 

himself, if little versed in midwifery, may i g®t “P ‘o® after 

be at a loss. " I am very much concerned to j d^l>yery, the womb wpuld lie forth beta'een 
fioii a large round sweliing in the region of »» accident which I have myself 

the bladder, "said one of mv obstetric friends, i ^**^^*a occur. Alter the delivery has 
in the true accentof anxiety ; '‘ And I should ; *alien place, however, the vagina, more or 
be very much concerned if there, were not,*' 1 recovers its tone, so as to approach to 
was mv reply. - What could a married lady | original capacity ; the lower part espe- 
do without her uteius V As, however, the ' ®‘ally. becomes nearly as tense and con- 

absorbents of the uterus tre numerous and : Oracled a* it was before the delivery 

capacious, and as a good deal of the bulk ’ ^®i mlion. it is true, if tho 

depends upon Uie blood with which the hve or sir children, al- 

womh is loaded, and which seems to be ex- it was when the 

pelled from these vessels which contract so P®^*® '"^^g*** condition-whence 

thoroughly after delivery, we find tliat thei^ tendency to descent of the womb. In 
womb very rapidly .nhrinks; thus, if vou ordinary inses, 1 think it belter that tho 
examine the uteru.s even at the end of a ^'yjuaii should never get up at all till the 
fortnight after iioriiiritiou, you ^nd it is ' ‘ reckoning that ot delivery as the 

greatly reduced lu its sise , and if. at the ' i even then, immediately resuming the 
end of five or six weeks, an examination is ^‘orixontal posture, if a bearing downward 
made, we may hud limt the hulk of it i.s and when the descent of the womb 

brouglit down to little more than double the keeping t)ie shoulders 

hulk of the womb lu the virgin state, though ! « position more depressed than the hips 

immediatelv niter dcliverv.il ia perhans - togeriier, the 

ei'dif or ten* times as bi»'. " * ; Hccideni may, 1 suspect, be remedied ; for, 

' , I from ilic cases that have been narrated to 

In your morlud dtssvctions, I wish you jjj 

to lake every oppoiuiniiy t-l extttuuung the jjtr.ctlv observed, live vagina untl liganicnta 
nkriis. n fuactire winch, you wi*! r*'*''*die( f, jj procuietilia 

1 onve fie jueat.y rccomuv *i(Ueo. ^ome j»rac- ^ becomes graduallv cured. If you cx- 
titiosuMS, who liiivtf at cii ft great U<?al of ; ^ ^ 

muiviulery, have but very altie knowlcdgt? j <i{t.>r delivery, vou wiil hud the uterus 
ot toe wortib---0t lluf appi uiance of the hniSi ly tomiecied wvtli the pelvis, 

pin rpeial iiierua. Uno case I know of, in j ^piji jn conseouence of the broad liga- 
vvbch fim womb lay iortli beyond riie , j^g 

exU’iuttl pans, uml the pracutioiiyr nuatvik- ; (>mni««xion.s hfitig relaxed and clon- 
ing It for a tumour wluch rts'iuirca romoval. | j that where an open- 

used so much lorce upon it. th.il the patient , the symphysis pubis in 

<m’d, I he uterus becoming viu cried iu auo- ] tp,, puerperal hvjdv, gtautiag that the parts 
iher case, the piacUtvouer , after some hesi- j ^re not become rigid. as they sometimes are, 
tiition, ».ei<ummi‘d it la he a sometlimg lhat|t},^i i),^ uterus forth, »o as. 

icquui'U extirpusion, unvi smyrntutcu it with j tt,hringit out from tho pelvis info rucIi posi ■ 
a pcn-ktiife ; but enough ol these horrors. ii.s ready extirpation by 

I I ay Ijecome famiiittr with the characters of j j},p ; ^,yt ijj,*, gybject I recommend to 
the wouih alter delivaty— eilMniue th« 

paratHin. j lerest. You wdll rerollect, that i stated be- 

Iminediately after delivery, there ia a I fore, that in the rabbit, where the connexions 
grtiHt deal of fisict idity in the paaaagwa j of the uterus are long, 1 have performed this 
which lead to the uterus. When the child ; oyieratton, and that in the I virg animal ; I 
if pasaing, these passages are laid thoroughly i have taken both the wombs ccmpleiely 
open. So that you may with facility pass | away, putting a ligature round five vaginu 
yottir httud up into the cavity of the utmia^ j praviausly. Of four rabbita on which I thus 
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operated, three ultimately did well. Now 
it is not impossible that a similar operation, 
perhaps, if the connexions were long, might 
be performed in the humspj body itself; and, 
prorided it could be performed, I am not 
sure that, under certain favouring circum* 
stances, it might not diminish the dangers 
of the Cassarian operation : at this subject 1 
merely hint at preleut. In a formt-r Lecture 
I treated of it more at large. Let me en- 
treat, that nothing now said may lead to any 
rash attempts.— Lxperimfpt— obserTe— 
think. 

'i'bo specimen 1 uow show you, is one 
of half the puerperal uterus, such as it is 
immediately after deli’^ery, when Umroughly 
contracted; imagine tha other hnil to be 
superadded to this, and nmy liien form 
a notion of the size of the womb after deli- 
very; it is us large as the head of a full- 
grown hetus. 

In this glass is another specimen of the 
wonih. such us it becomes in a'loui three 
weeks after partuntiun ; you will observe 
that it a considerably reduced in its bulk 
and thickness. 

Of the Uterw durin: ihi! pnv’r/'s^ if VircMnrii, 


the enlergenent of the UTlnaiy bladder, or 
rectum ; but that tliere really ia an addition 
to the sttbatance of the womb, is proved, 
first, bv our finding it a« thick, and some- 
times thicker, at the end, than at the be- 
ginning of pregnancy; and, secondly, by 
our observing when the womb i* tho- 
roughly emptied, that iutill remains eiglit 
or ten times as bulky as it is in the unim- 
pregnoted slate. 

\Vhen the womb is growing, in the pro- 
gress of pregnancy, it should be ohserved, 
the growth does not eipially afiect all its 
parts duruig the first five immllts ; the 
growth, whether from distention or deve- 
loped structure, is confined principally to 
the body of the uterus, while the neck be- 
low enlarges but little, and ri’inains iittached 
to the body ill the way o', a son ot jippeu- 
diige. It. is, therefore, pnmipaily during 
the last months that the ^ruwih of tho 
neck proceeds ; ami this got s <01 in sueu a 
manner, tliat. at t),e end of pn ^uanev, 
this neck is forming a part of tlic g. iierul 
recepUto.le for the ovum, tiuJ, «t tins part, 
the head of ilie rliibi geneially !otl;,;es, < *!>• 
servi- the prepririition-j. 

Now. ma pr-icncal way, if. is iniptirtant 
to reniettibcr, that a surt of rehiiom ban 


1 need scarcely observe to you, that, as, traced between the leni;!h of (lie m ck 
pregnancy advariC' S, tin* hulk of tiie womb .jf (i„. uterus, aud the eml (»i the {-'leg- 
etilargcs: at ti.e eini of the third ruoiuii, It uaucy, iesunnuch that, to iHn-rtaia u h.jf is 
is about the tiit of a full- gviova iVr tat beau , the ienjtth of the uet k, an-l bow far it is, 
at the end of the fifth, <.f the buik 0: liie : oj- dilated, we may f ''-io “ l-'Ii .nof 

fadus without the botid ; towards the eioae of |.rogreHS gesuitioii hus made, i hiring 
the seventh month, as large as a full-grown the first five months of pregnant v, fb" net k, 
f<:etu 8 ; and, at llte cbio ol the ninth 1 have said, remains uiitiiiateii. bein,; ( t 01- 
raonth, bulky as in the casts whicii are din ary lenjgth— an incii and 11 half, 1 m.nn, 
there laid before you- Now, this grt-at . vvl,ic!iiiitworigiii 5 ildi«m'nsi-.in ■ fb.MO.d 
increase of the bulk of the uterus proceeds : of tR'? sixth month, it will he foniui that ibe 
more slowly at the earlier, and more ra- j Qfok has lost about one-thud of tias b-ng!!!, 
pidly ill the latter mouih-s, as a very short | or half au inch ; nr ibe t'ouunation .-f iLi- hc- 
refiection may satisfy you. At the end J t ,.|;th month, nnoiber third, or (Uiotber lisif 
of four niontba and a fortniitbt, that is, atj an inch . whde. hI the close of the oiher two 
the end of iLe first half oi liie period of;rnonihK, if loses ubio the nmainuu, thud; 
gestation, you hnd the wuinli is not much i go that in the (.;>nimencement of ti.e lie- 
bigger than the firtai head, while, during Jhvety, if you make tu> eiwniriatiot', t<ui 
the remsiuing period of gestation, the j find the os ulers iiutaediat< sv Oj emu; into 
other four moiiilis and a tortniglit, the! the cavity of the womb, the (Btiai 01 the 
womb becomes as bulky as you obsi-rve it | neck hfivi’ng «jisr»|.pvivred uUogeihe!. 
to be in liicse ta.Htii, U is evident, there- , In uvr, wavs, in obstetric prneti!;c, 
foie, tiiiit there is a much uuire rapid growth | cvholnive the j-ki’fu! and p*T'. i-i, um- of ir 
in the latter period of gestation than in the | nng.-rs, may learn the h ii;^h of th.- lo-ek of 
earlier, rhe iiirrease of the hulk of the ; ?!„/ vvomh. ' NirnetimM; - ioit, cn !he wholf, 
'uterus is to be ascribed 1 1 two causes prin- ; I <;■> not reerjinmend Lon mode. Ibf h ;u of 
cipeliy , one, ilie mere ;:rowih of the ovum Idisiisrhing the ovi.m— the J ogei kmk time* 
within the uterus, whn li <ii)aieB it. much | may b^* sli{.‘ped ctinvcnienijy citou'^ii along 
in the same manner us the uritiP does the | the canal, so that you just lourh the nmm- 
bladder; the other, not less interesting, j hratiea, and. ol "course, tskioe, at ibrt 
the actual addition ol solid stibsianre fOisatiic time, Ihe measure fVom the mout!i 
the uterus; tiiiro being u growth of all its;io tin* caviiy, hut. for gejo’ral u*e, flu? 

gtruefures, which become I nlarged and de- i hfsf way is to plan* ihe wmimn in tb«i 
veloped. It was imagined by the ohier ; ordinary posture of deli very, on ber i »4 
practitioners, that tiie eniargemeni of the | side, imd then to pas* up’llm two fore- 
uterua arose merely from diau-atton, bkelfingtii of Uie ieft band, u if you wvte 
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po'mg to make tli? common extimtnatioti, ! fi^encrally lodge above and belli nd ; so that 
ultimately planting those lingers between { if a woman hate be€*n labouring under a 
the symphysis pubis aOd the mouth of the j hernia which is reducible, whether fm<tral 
womb. 'J’his done, you carry t!io»e fingers | or inguinal, the descent of the gut may bo 
upward and forward, so as to touch the | jirev'enied by the interposed womb ; and 
body of the uterus, frequently to be felt ; and I Thus it has happened, that women who 
if the vagina Im relaxed, and if this be sc- 1 have l»een liable to hernia, have, by a 
rottipliahed, the distance between the body j repetition of pregnancy, been kept, iu 
and the mouth of the uterus will give the [ good measure, free froni it. Women, how- 
measure of the neck. ’ever, sometimes labour under irreduci- 

Tho situation of the uterus is found to ; bio hernias of the femoral kind ; and when 
vary in ulero, according to its growth ond ; they become pipgnuut with this disease, 
the ago of gestniion. During the first the n there i« alwnys a risk of strangulation ; 

four months, or the firfli four inontlis and a . the uterus enlarging, presses the intestines 

fortniglit, w’hen, as observed the , backwards and upwards, (observe the cast,) 

womb, even at large-^f, is scarcely bigger ' and, of consecjuence, jt gtadualiy brings the 
than the head of a hiU-f^rowti frtus, we fin ! . gut to its i>eanfig ♦m the up|»er margin of 

it is !od..png in the tavity of the pelvis, ; the orifte of the sac, so that all the syrup- 

principaliy lu the hiwer part, especially il i teins <;i ,itraijguhition are produced. Cases 
a woman has a large pelvis. Now, wht n it of this kind are exceedingly rare. A man 
is lluis 1 »dgiug in th*- lowt-r lialflulow tlii jnsay praclitio a long time betore be nieets 
brim of the pelvi,-*, s ‘triftiiues the iritestiues ! with a sirgle instance of tiieni ; but when 
me compjes, «(*•<!, ami tlrise wb-j are «lisposed j {»rod«ced, it is c r:credin|i1y aan.-erosis. 'i 1 h* 
to ha'tnorrh'.id;.! an,! to irrifutiun S strunguhiJion lo re i^‘ «■»:. oeca^uiiu u i;y any 

of the Mahler and btiwel-;, mev snf!'* r a ‘ want i?f room iu the orifice of the sac, nor is 
good deal of inconvenience abmt ibis time, jit to he nlu ved by any enlargement ot’thut 
li'wju tt'io stuns, urn! destre to joasa 1 orihei' ; ht:;. it is the retraction ot the intes- 

thf \var>T. Cut of ;.ii the s^tuptoms a:is- Mtne iigrdnst iIjc stiperior eti-i’e of the nper- 
i:»g from this desreiii, the one not the least , tore, wlmtlier titat he large or sniail, whicii 
tsouide-ioine, is the bo-Iing of hearing down. Cicc.iMons u!! the danger. If the iirart it toner 
the w( mb ftequeiitlv {U sceuding u littie, j were called to the case where the symptoms 
am], in some canes, even protruding beyond j are !<res.'ii-g, it wenhl he diihriiU U) Know 
the oxt*r!i!il parts; though, happily. < x- j how to deal with it ; 1 rpa'iy do not know 
troim! descent is rare. l he«e sunpouns are I wbal would be the best tlting to he done ; 
apt to ttci ur, more ( Specially in the brst | j erhaps the tlisthurge of the liquor vuutiii 
months, iieing pfo i ue ^ by tM Cause 1 livive • would lower the uteiiss, and dimmish iheie- 
Jiientioiied— 'the di*sr« lit of tife wwub, morv ! trucfion ; hut if the pra: tilioner were culled 
or U's», into llie 1 avity of tiie pelvis; huldur- to the case early, J should c-rnceive, that by 
ing the liist months of pregnancy, when the dischaiging the hqunr smnii, he wculd great* 
watnli le < oines bulky, mid gets it* resting- ly heneiit the pntn ut ; for the etVect of t! ’« 
jdace entirt !y at.*ovo the brnn <<f liic pelvis, operation would be an imme^iiate rtdjef of 
of coufM-, the »en>att -n of h anng down is t!ie tensi-m, followed iiltiti-.ate!y by the ex- 
rclst'Vod. hi this MVaatMU. liuwovrr, fur- pnision of ll.e ‘tv?us, and tlte Cvfihipse oJ the 
ther tac'.iMveniences noiv ar;:- * ; tertlio Mad- uteru?, with « reas uialde h'opo t'.:al the d;s- 
der, wi ' n full, ben-.g i»UT;'*»scd lo tw« on ) ease w<t iK! be poninuK utly uiul nxdiculty 
the siuifiu e «f the hard uleno*. on the one cur'd, ratients, wiih hernia, ought to 
hatnl, and the aUdomiual cove; digs c» iho know ilio tncipn ni sv injuoms of strtngula* 
other, whenever the patient Mnehs heurti'y, lion, »U(1 should send promptly for help, 
or has Ruv Sudden lilnMmituti movvnv nt. It .«eoiuii, then, that in the earlier months 
there is n forcibla pressure on the bliitldt-r, of pregnatu v. th-’ womli is below the brim 
ami the urine is mnde to cut ; *n that of the pelvis ; «mi ti.at, in the latter nsontSis, 
s!u* hivs n .•-vii t of iecontinence produced, it i* Ivu-g entirely ahave. U i.s clc»r, thcre- 
Moresno r. u change of the Mtusuion of the fort', th.ni there ua st he a certain peru'd at 
utcru-s give.** it u Muiring on tlie liver. «nd, which an ascent takes | UK'€',r«ud this seetus^ 
more or less diroi fiv, it mitv press cm the; to l>e somewhere about the feutvh mouth , 
biliary ducts, and give rise to hnmdn'c, apt for at tlins time it is that the womb, uc* 
to occur iiliyut the sixth or sevmtlj uumih, ijuiring the bulk of the mass iii-re exhibited 
sometime’* not termioaiing till after the de* to you, becontes tvK> large to sink readily he- 
livery, when tine pres!.«UTtf lisa been removed, low the brim. Now, in some v i-ry rare cuses, 
and ftonictimcs censing in the ninth moofh, i this aseciil of the womb docs not take 
when the womb approaching loiisfiill aixe, pKnee iu the fourth month ns it ought to do, 
the principal prc«suTC iS traiiiafc.riHl toaome and it contintios to grow rupidly ni the pel- 
( 0 tber part. via; nud the consequence of this is, ob- 

Tbe womb, wbeti large, taking its place ! structiim of the rectum, ohstructu n of the 
above the brim of the peWis, ihw iMlvatiuea | biedder, and a great deal of |i«in fcH in the 
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twtvam tbt ■»< ‘K **!*' 

t 9 t4« »ci»bicttl«t cdr(tot ititif, w 
M, i\mi conlriction Uw« 
whieb Mmelimei oocut* *«)»e t«o or U»r«« 
days before tbs expuloioa tb« 

Sora« ofthfStt poiauilsbia ttow ood<r»- 
vout to (Ic'uioMsirnte to you, on4» 
place, with respect to bulk, may observe 


i|taeif, - ^ . 

%ad »n tl»e tbo m% ^ utonM 

ouffenog. Now ibia -cwe may be wboHy 

misondeistoodi you,p«rbapi,misUkeit for 
a retroveruon ot tUe uterus, though tt is 
easily mad® out by examination ; for, on 
making, your examination, you disiover a 
large tumour filling tbe pelvis, with (lie os 

uteri so low down, lhatil may be perceived , pv., «.». ,it/rusoi'UiO 

at first touch. To reduce the uterus may | here a preparation, showing Ut«J«*0Ut 
uotbedillkult, w hen the bladder has been | me oHour rauulhs, 
thoroughly evacuated previously, and tbe Mite months, a thud of seven mo^ 
urine geLiallv accumulates largely in Mourtli of nine. Observing th^r n 
these cases. While, the bladder n mains | tnms, you have un op|U)r uiuty oUt < ^ 

over diiteiided. the reliivn of the womb ; neck of the uterus, which, as Whire atatca. 

is rendered hoih ditliculi and dangerous ; i appears iii the htth month to he loimetieU 
for it the uterus were, forced above the : with the body as a son nf appendage, tn 
brim, disruption of the bladder might occur. : the preparation, consisting ol 

Jkware, therefore, of iIk-so rush attempts Hnonth uierus, t!u- m ck is sumvw hat ui.auo , 

at Teduclioii; the safer practice seems to |ii is more so in the prepariiuon aifroaeium; 
be that of takim^'avervsmaUamifluiteneil.to nine months, and at ine JiiU pejiuO ul 
ciuheter, to be ‘'cautiously insimnited into gestation, as may be wen in the prepnr.uum 
the bladder, lifter which il.tMvater maybe.Jjere sli-,. wu. the dilatation lo-.jr.oi'^ ily 
dnwn awiiv easilv enough, and then Use i completed, ti.e canal bein.: destnneu alto- 
womb may’ be loplaced above the brim of : ^etht r. »o that when the ht ad sinks 
tbe pelvis* and to prevent n reiterated ile> Mhe pacts below it rest the mouiii ol 

scent, the wonian may be confined tor a {vw . the wuiub. 
tliiVK to the horizontal posture, till the ute-j 
rns i.s become too large to e. nie dioe;;. Iti 


,<i a. 
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If*. ei'AttsoN s tviiUMO.f? -ni lot.nr.sv, 

Ta the FAlitiir «/ i lii l.WM'r. 

Sf?;, — I beg leave t.'j bund ti/ }<./7 ; with 
h Oil nary 
Vif tilt' 


■.■niecioe-i 

tbe general, Jenvever, in t;;e lour'ii inoiifh,. 

the uterus docs not. in t.-ns w ay, rctnain in : pj M S(’l lv)( M OF 

llie jedvis, but r.-'S imperc ptihiy nb -ve the ; 
brim,pri.)babiv h*. !!igla,>v},< ii tia- woman nsit! - 
bed, iiud tlie ascent may take (ilace in a man- i 
tier su gr,idual, tlfat. the vvomunmuy uol have ' 
teit any change, 1 nere if, ,lunvevci, a peculiar * 

Sriusafion pcrceivt h. ubotil the hniriit tnuntb, ; 
and which i.s d-imniinuted ibe ./« cK/' ing, ; 
aeconijianicd witli sickness ot’ the St tfuacii. ; . . , , 

a certain pe;turb.ation t/S' lujiul. unu a leeiir.^ < i.nsent of i.ie j-. t tnrei i.u pr- 
01 i„u in i!.- 1*1, -i. Ii'i'if'*- "I III" Ol-I'uii 

UFUallv ascribed to tlie lirsl inovesnent e.f . It.rnung* 

t!... clnH oiwrv.d t,j t!i,. ninti,.'. ; b:;l 1 p' ' 

tliirik it is r.‘a&oir,i,iv ciKMuSi h\ j 

jinms. that If ma) he produced by fl.e sini' < Mmr obedient aerrimt, 

lieu riiviig of ibo uterus fioin the true to tSu- ! , , Cox, Itouorary Secretary, 

fahf: pdns. Temple Uow, UcU Dtf. llh'd. 

Ab prt'gnnncv advances, and as tlic womb! (lt*iiilemeii, — Uefote 1 proceed to deliver 
iIh-s ill tiio abdominal cavity, ofeinirKe the . the discourtw which 1 have j>rejar('ii fur tin* 
fiindiie of it g'Of higher and high'-r, ami i present occahion. it will be expectrvi that I 
there is a certain relation o! iieighl bf twt-*-u simiiid MU-r u few remarks ridative i,, tlo> 
tiu hmdus uteri atid the age of g-;;taf.ioii, ; ofigtn and loriimtion of (bis liHfiiutioti, 
Wifh W'iich it iitfiy not l,e amiss Ibutyuu I, Le most auperticial obKerver inusi hat a 
^Rhoiiid a( 'quaint yourM-lves. \otv we tiud. peK t-ived ho.v much superior, tn every rijf- 
’tbat (iurmg the lir.'f three months lim womb spio.-i, liie present slate o*' society is, to tbt* 
lies very mU' b v itiiia tie* hvsru ami caviiyjof u.!;,ie in whi., Ii it wuhi twenty or thirty yi’m 
tlie pelvis, wle-re me iundus may be felt, . ;,e„. Iti what dot*# ibis aiijieriority ujn.si.*i ? 
and it is not lii! the end ».f the fourth month Ik it not in the higher degret* of tiicuud im- 
t'uat the fuii'iuH is iVimoi to he risen fairly provvment ihrougltoul every walk of life ') 
above tim brim of tiic pelvis. At the end of ftut how has fjiis pleading change been 
the ;jth month, ihc fundus is a bilk higlie; ; , ell'ected f How have tin* various rViiKs in 
at tliH lermiiiuti'm of the oih month it In s a siiciety emerged from coniparaliifc ignoraiicti 
little helow tbe umbihetw ; tit the end of the and uuciYib/aiion. into ihe preaent degrcru 
7lh month, a jiule above ; ut tiie end of the ' of culture and letineRical » 1 gnawer, hr 
eightli mottUi, it taker, its place half way j the inmaaed altatttiyn given to e4ucatiai» 



ti«i»i «aMM^ 4liM 
iciiWie,>i»4tO|WMilt«t^ 

lAHk Kf proeitmi ilii^ ttf tli« w^iil 

polii in tlti» lii^k Wliit nitttiiiW of Ute* »«4i^ nebooli^ ilem amnot be/'H^ir 
my iftd »ct«fttiil« intliutioiii bare npmn^ Birmtoglitm being UtUe, if it til in 

np tbein witfcti n^ v^ to wliueh tbe tboye^entfontd toimf in wenl^ tiiiii 

my BOW bi »<i<ie4 tbe two tminertittei. populitioii, it is obriont tbnt the 
From the metropoUs let ui tarn out eyes to i smount of young men brought up i») the 
our Isrge provincial towns— to Ltverpooi, | medtcsl proietsion in this pisee and neigb> 
Miichester. and Bristol, and we shtdl see \ hourlmou, must be nearly ss great as in 
thst this spirit of the times, Ujia srdour for \ those plsces. 'Pie demand, therefore, for a 
mental improvemeiii, has spread itself there j srhool of medicine and surgery must be the 
also. We shall see thst there also educa- jsame. Under this eonvietion, and in accord» 
lion, in all iu branches, hat been promoted — i ance with the spirit of the times, has been 
that there also the fine arts and the useful j fomed the present Institution, which has 
arts have been ♦ ncouraged, and that in those I been honoured with the patronage of the 
towns, as well as in the capital of the I following noblemen and gentlemen:— 


empire, temples dedicated to science hare ; Itlarquis of Unsdowna 

been erected, and their jHirtals thrown j Earl of Plymouth 

open to all who desire to enter. It would’ Kjtzwilliam 

indeed have been a reproach if Ilinuing* j j-^^j Spencer 

ham Imd viewed with indidVrence ell that’ Earl of Bradford 

has been going on in tliis w^ay in rival j Ea»l liowe 

loww. but Uiroiingbam liM. 'ull «long. i >l,tl of MoontooTrU 

bern «clu»u d by til. vm Mm. spirit. I Lord Vi.coutn Huod 

om.uitig us .jcrllent (.bstusb o insuiutious ) [j,,, ^ ,,,, 

r.Llmg to rdurslKm, 1 wdl iiistanc, as, TIi. Hoo, Mr. llvltl.ltm 

smti-d to 111 . prostnl iinr[Ki«.. and •, lorm- ■ Sir G . !.|i.jmith,’ Bart, 

mg un eru in ilie lusiory of this tonii, its j patieri Peel Bart 

public Itbrnrics, its I'biiowpliical inaiitu- ! ‘tij, wilmot. Bait, 

lion, us ll.cbanics JtisiUutiou. and Us Itru | j,, l)„gaa!., Ks..,. M.P. 

I>i.tuuiini.s for tlo- cucuiitapi,mfiU (it ttu- ; , La.lrv: IU.| , M.l'. 

hue ttft!*, m tl»e support of which the Ube- 1 * ‘ 

rality of ui.vn y of tlte ueighbouting uoblemtu ; We are proud, »s indeed we ought to be, 
titui geutleineu been ao conspicuously j of the names of tije<ie di8tioguig.bed charac- 
(haphiyed. But an.itUl ait tlieae improve- . ters ; men not mure lespecled for their rank 
nu'tii.s. ihere wn,H jet wanimg a sch'iol of -and titles, than for thf*ir highly-cultivated 
mediemt and jjiirgery. 1 lus Iih«, at length, minds, their benevolent principles, ami their 
been e.vtabiiwhed alWr the exnmjde of those i uniform alteiaion to public g xul. By their 
at Mamhefster, l.iverjiool, and Bristol. • courtesy in the proM-ni imstauce, they have 

where the utiUsv of isutij Bchtuda to young evinced t!»e eslimHtion in which thev liold 

lueu hrou„.',)»t uj> to till’ proft Ssion, has bi-eu the medii al pro?e^^ion, ami tlu ir desire to 
atiijdy proved during the space <»f several ; promote jts luteresls ; anti the sanction 
year*. But it may be aatisfuctory to state wbkh tlu'v have In-en pleased to confer on 
the Mif.':matton on ihia suhim l. coiuumui- ; thia siluKil, casa-iOt but give additional sti- 
ralfcd by Mr. Watson, sieretary of the mulusio o«i exertiun'. U hilsl speaking of 
Apoihecancs' ( oinpawy to th(^ t'omroitui ourpatron.^, 1 mmst uotuinit to menium huw 
on AnaUiutv, ap|n»uited by' the House «;f much our iiistiuuioii lins been befriended 
t ohmions during the last acB.sion of Par’ia by the three »enu>r ]diysiciuii8 of ibis lowm, 

inent. “ tin ttu average,” fsuys Mr. \V ut- I mean Dr. Kdeard .Bd.nslotie, Dr. John 

eon,] “ during the last st em years, uhoui Johnstone, r.iul lir. .Male, With their ac* 
4t)U Students have been examined nniomliy customed iiiH-iiiliiy , these genilemen have 
by ihe Court of CxaminetH at .Vpothecaiies' tlirown open ilo ir libraries to u», and haves 
I tail ; these have not all been educat ed in abovved us the use of Kiatiy valnabU? plates 
Eoudon. many have been in attendam’t- at reUiiivc to the deparmsents of anatomy and 
Edinburgh, some have been whoUy educated botany ; and Dr. .bdm Johnstone has per- 
at Manrhester— ami, of late.nevcral Knglssh mitteil the lecturer on the practice of phy- 
nutdenU have received their iiiairucuons »ic. in addition to his own, to avail himsidf 


from teacher* in Dublin. Xo um<wg wca »>< his privileges with respcil to the admis- 
mne brjif>r« Ua Cum n herder in ecery sion of pupils at the General Uospi 1*1, an 

rsj^icel.tAdnthiwfii’AitkaeeWiifiit fe/i^rdwriiftw arrangement which cannot but be adrantn* 
ift jUttneheitcr, w'here excellent lectures in ;gfou« to the school. 1 should now say 
every branch of medicine are given by compe- :»omeibing ctincc ruing our resources and ap- 
tent t«aclim»attdUittM«ttc)Mittr iatinuary jparatus. Through Uie |Kti severing efibitt 
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6f tbe Irctuippr on Mlfttomy for four years, a 
mnseiim has heeai,lorme4i comprising pre- 
parations whicli exhibit the structure of the 
Tariotts parts of the huninn body, and are 
fully adequate to all the purposes of elemen- 
tary lectures on those important branches 
of medical study, anatomy, and pliysiology, 
and I should add, that several profesaiona! 
friends have allowed us the use of select 
preparations from their private eollections. 
These obligations are dulv acknowledged 
in the notices affixed to me preparations 
themselves. 

In regard to our Herbarium, 1 cannot say 
much in favour of it in its present state ; 
but every opportunity will be seized of mak- 
ing additions to it *, and already Mr. Knowles; 
hits presented us with several dried sjteci- 
mens of medical plants ; but our chief re- 
source is in botanical plates, which have 
now* been brought to such a degree of per- 
fection, as almcsl to supersede a referetice 
to living mul dried specimens. In proof uf 
this remark, we may instance the large and 
splendid plates in Mr, Kcscoe’s dfscripiuKs 
of plants cultivated in the botanic garden <•; 
l.iverpool. Some of these plates, tltr 'ngl; 
the kindness of one of our patrons In fure 
mentioned, tiow lie on the table for your in- 
spection, cs well ui otlier hotamcul plates: 
with which we htjve b.‘en favoured, thr oug?/ 
the polileuess of an occompUshed aiul lite- 
rary lady, vvhose tutne we are not ut l.bcrfy 
to meution. 1 may add, our cuhinet of Ma- 
teria .Medica is providtMl with specimens of 
the i)fw chemical medical preparations, by 
Mr. IMorson, of .Souiliumploti-Uow, Lotidoii. 
I must be aliow'ed to mctition the advantage 
the school will derive frC/Ui mv esteemed c-.;!- 
lengiie, Ilia learning and judgment are 
well known, arol, without Ids c-i-operation, 
the lectures in this (it parimeiit vOuld not he 
carrifd tlirongii. 

'^I'he lecturer in the departmerit of the 
Practice of i'hvsio lias amjile resource* in 
his well stored librarv, and in tlse opportu- 
nities which hi« f iniation, a'l me i f tlie 
phyalcians of the General j losi-it: !, affords 
him, of illuslroilMg; Ids instruciiona on 
the treatment ot discafes of the bed side of 
the patients, and his experit n< % his acute- 
ness of observiiti >n, and Ins Z'Uil, make huii 
pattioularl Y d i n the (icpartmeiu lie 

4aa filled. 

The geiitlemer) w;;o liave undertaken the 
(lepartmeiits of t>ur :eiy m d m'ljsvifery, are 
men of standing and experirnce iu the pro 
fessioo, and will have i:-p]toriur.itii-ii of re- 
ferring the stuoenls Ui ras s a: the hosj/iial 
and <iiftpeni*ary, in illuslrutmii of lijc ptiuoi- 
plesanti practice i tati d fn let tures, 

Gasily, the lecturer on cht miHtrv in pro- 
vided with a eood ejij aMiius for ils*/ purro.**-. 
He has long hctu iu the l.al it of tenchine, 
and all his lectures have given suitalaciion, 


f Thus, ^enikinen, has been laid in llie 
town tlie foundation of a school of medicine 
and surgery, which, we hope, will stand the 
test of time, and prove a eonaUntly ioertas* 
; ing source of useful information j for what 
branch of education can be mote imporiaHt 
to society, than that which has for ila ob- 
ject the removal of disease, nud the conse- 
i {juenl prolongation of life. 1 he lecturers 
are well aware of ilie arduous task they 
I have undertaken, but being animated by a 
I p»ro{ier zeal and anxiety in the cause, they 
trust that, by perseverance and ttsxtduify, 
they shall dischnrue their respective duties^ 
in a manner that siudl becnuliiabU* to them' 
selves, and beuelitiui to the pupils. 
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niinetNO was iMViovro is rue • oi u 

STAI.I. 

/fyJc.HN M,vrKiNiosu, M.D.. JoTicvr cm 
lh$ I*raciice e/ /*/iy-*u*, in I'lhnlmr^h. 

((Njiitinucd frumpi'ge '! ■} 

Ca'E 16. — Gunner Janie^ Andersi'ti, n-red 
•2<>. Hasbeen f<n;; U'iirs a M'hhft. S-Tved 
in the Mcdi!c*rrii;i'-a!i for eighltMUi mcntii'?. 
Had several attacks t>f i:.Jer;nltc:it, !f<r 
! which he was lukeu into thisr ititl in on*' of 
I the Ionian Idaudii ; and *in< ' his return to 

■ Kngland iiad two difiVreut rt, ttuns cf the 
jdiisense. He describes his snib'i in'/s to lun e 
I been always very acute «‘i!ni!|; each pa- 
iroxvsm. Has otherwise enjtn.-ii vood in isUli 
’ ell lii« li'e. Apj»eur«i to have bad a g’ i d 
I (■ouaiTilu‘vi.;-!i, and, with the f jeept en of ii 
'jellow titi;;!', heaithr. lie 'ssf o!, 
hvell mad -, and a!*., ut live iVei int lU’ ii<*s 
I high. }»y insji.j a weaver. A Tiative of 
iGlas;'OW, 

I :»rd April, in'jSt. rfp«etit(‘d himself this 
[morriifig at the hospiiid, labouring under all 
I the usual syniptoms of iufliumnatury fevet, 

! and co;op!airii!i;;- much of j-ian in !iis beuil 
; mid loir s. ) hire! is urgent. Skin hot find 
.dry. Pulse .tilth full and hard. Hf»r^i roiiAi. 

>>;atrd tiiUt he iilid been flttiicki'd about (hiV- 

ligb' witb Rjvere co'd ehivei in; , tviucb iif- 
Acr contiuuine (hr j.i'vefft| Imurs., lermiout-d 
:in a of h-i,i «i;i! fcvt-i. |n the cuursi? 

■ i>: a n w bi.urc> aiier p». ryj'iratr n 

■esme -rn, and ilie nrreni fyni|it.u2itii,j;iinti«aliy 
; declined «s usual. 

1. Hassed an iiidilTcrent night, ('om'' 

! plains oi cniiwli, vvith which he fay« be hul 
: hecoun* liflrctcd HUice his ai'Tival «l thi-v sta* 

‘ lion on the jvtb Mnrt hlant ; ibat it Ix cemcji 
much worsie as souti as he begins to sibim. 

: Aficf the par-iXy»ui is over, a slight 
;lur;ttinn takes plai;c», which fcllCWS lli« 
j cough till tbe next ittack. 
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The]»roxy»mofyB«tm'diyVttitli<>f<rti^rt^^^ «. Wa* in Ijospital ^or wreral io<mtbi 

with t dw between ench. He during the winter, coiiip}ain^| of poiii iit 

i* aware of the nature of the compliiiTit, and the chest, cough, and copiou* expeetora- 
enva it ia the same he had in the Ionian lion, together witli eroaciaaon, proatration 
lalanda, and at Wooiwkh. of etrengUi, and heavy night aweats. For 

Continued in the aame state, having a »e» four or five weeks, the expectoration was 
vere paroxyam everj* third day till the end bloody, and awounted, on an average, to 
of the montlu when* he complained of more about three gills a-day. His pulse was ne- 
than the usual sufferings. Hi« akin became ver under ItK). 'I'lie sound of respiration on 
of a bright yellow colour, and he was reliev- the right side of the chest was deficient, 
ed by voXfiiting a large quantity of bilious while it was puerile in xnany parts of the 

left lung, and ilicri w'as no rd/e to be heard 
The attacks still continued ; they have any wlie-re. Ctmtrary to expectation hebe- 
antitvipated the usual time by several hours, i came much better under the use of consider- 
»o that the different gentlerueu who went to | able doses cf the acetate of lead ; and coun- 
lb« hospital to bleed bim in the cold stage, j ter-irritatioii produced 1^* tarlar-emetic cijit- 
were eiiber too soon or too late, and noone'nient to the surface ot the chert. When 
wuia fiyrtunate enough to drop in in time, till ; his recovery was cotisiderably advauced, 
Mr. Drever, one of my pupils, reinatned in ■ and in order to give hirn the best posiitible 
the hospital all night, and he wiei then hied ] chance, he was sent on leave to hi« native 
in Uie cold stage. The following account place ; and, when iheie, utas seized with 
wos written hv that gentleman. ] intermittent fever, which induced him to 

“ I wascidh-d at half pa^»t one s. m., May efeltim belore hU time had expired. 

10th, to see Andersori, soon after i\u: tom- j After having expeiienced many severe 
menct icent of the cold Keiisaiimis. At two ; paroxyrnis^, he v-as taken into hos|)ital, and 
oViock, after the rigours hud been violent for ' on Sunday 18lh May, Ib.'Ji, the following 
Klvfntr a (juar^'i of n» hour, 1 proceeded to report was made : 

blerij him. I he thMmoMiefer placed under ;• helt the cold tit toming mi at hnlf past 
the tongue mood »t 9i\ The pulse bent! twelve this forenoon. In a quarUr of an 
l;>n and weak, so as to be counted with thf- hour themmoursw'cre so violent ns to simku 
firuhv. A huge opi ning was made in a vein. ' tbe bed, hroiii the comniencemeut ot the 
but the blood ouJy irickb d; being afraid c<dd fit, he c<)Uglu'd incesiiiVuilT, without ex- 
that, theoj^eoiug hnd not been proj.erlv made. ' pei toration, and coinpluined of excessive 
1 liiui up thetqvposite arm imdiurtde a good 1 coldness, together with paiu in the head, 
orifice in another vein, bur the blood «iill chest, bedy and back. Heat of the room 
only trickb'd ; ur.*! as the rigoi«!» coutiuued ; ’. rberniometer yilaccd under the tongue 

verv violent, I gave him nearly a wine glass- < ; held in the baud it tell to 7ii^, Pulse 

ful' uf j^pirite ; and lu a minute or tw o the :.n mui very weak- A tier llie rigors had 
blood spouted in a lu!j.;e elreom, ami tlnrty tommued witli violenre for tenor twelve 
ounn H were quickly c vacutited, when v«- . minutes, a veto was opened. Hie first cun, 
imij!;i,r ami « tendenty to svneope t(x»k jdace. ■ whtcli was 5i!lcd in iiTc minutes, liehl twelve 
1 he ireiivor.i bad eiitm W e<-uiied.a«a all the , ounces i by i-ie tune a was half tilled, the 
unjdeujcans jw'.isttiioms. The jaueia express- . pain had vanishedlVom the head and cliest, 
ed' in strong t-rms, ih' wi.ih bud ho , the cough bad ceased entirely. When ilm 
euddeuly iK*ett paKluced. In live or six mi- ' twelve oumes were luki-u he said the pain 
nutea after i)(C wrnis were In ti u|', the Uc- ; bad now h*ft the Hack, ami that a very wiiriu, 
me, art returned for atVw muiuts s, nuti tbfii ’ ydeasaut .seusution was grmiualiy sureading 
etiUreh aobsided, Pi.lse ItHt. bis bhck over bis bowels and b«*8St. 

•• 1 visited bh« again ri the end esf six I he second cup held between eight and 
hours, when he t dd me be bad sh pt very Anne ounces ; and it wns iided in two mi- 
comtbrtablv Tube TO. I pon being asked > nutfs, I be blood {lowed wdth more force, 
to state id.- extent of the relief io- esjo n- ! but not in so lar^e u strt im. Thelrcraours 
enced Slum the hlceUmv:; he lold me ifoO ! graduelly subsided, and all unpleassmt sen- 
there wnsa h-ad taken fr ^m Ins bre.^svi and 5 witmns diMij peareu before the arm wat 
lu ad. and m i>iuntWl Insg was left. ' I tied u|». I he breathing waj easy and natu- 
At two regubir penods since the bleed- ' ral. Heat umJer tlie t.>uguu«A^ Pulse Ht?. 
ing, h& was ronsmus of iVelicg lu uv y and ; of tolerable strength. Iberc was no sense 
slecpv, but. bud no tendency to rJg<>V, or; of sickoe^a, or tendency to syncope. H« 
even in feel cold, altlmugh tbi# wciv.licr has was again visited in twenty nr.rmes, ami 
baoii excviuiiiigly cbangeable, and for fheAoond quite comfortable. On bmng usked 
most part cold, two W'ind eastorSy* He has if be frit weak, be rejdied, be did not, but 
had no kind of mcdictues but iaxakives lo that he did not know exactly how he might 
kfop tb* >H)wcis coatlfartabls. be if Ku wer« upon bis legs. In tbe even- 

In? conlimicd uuiiu weit, but had a little 
€.aii 17.— Ott«ii«r Robfft Voiiug, aginl heat of akin, which was found to be owing 
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to the i^eit DQiabef of bUnkeU he ttUl hid 
upon hifif, their remeval the heat 

dlseppetred. A« he had had free motiona 
from his bowela throug:h the courae of the 
day, no medicine was ordered. 

ifO. Had a paroxysm tliis morning, but 
it was sliglit, and waa not attended with the 
cough, or the other severe symptoms dea- 
crib^ in the report of Sunday. The pa* 
myam waa over before I reached the hos- 
pital, othern'ise 1 would have bled him 
again in the cold stage. * 

He had another paroxysm, after which 
the quinine was exhibited, which appeared 
notv to have the effect of preventing a re* 
corrence of the disease, although it had 
been exhibited in vain ‘ and in much larger i 
doaea before the bleeding. 

Casf. 18.— The following is the case of 
Janies Bennet, treated by Dr. Alison, in (he > 


at 10, which abated soiuewbat Kfrer taking 
the draught. At half past JO he waa atiU 
shivering, less violenuy ; with pain of back 
and head. Pulse 7t!, rather amall, Sixteen 
ounces of blood were takes, alightly aiay, 
crasaamentum not contracted i(^<patiu ototei, 
and tht ikimings imrnedktihf etated, Haa 
headach now, and giddineaa. Pulse 73, 
full, aoft; tongue futred, moist; So sweat* 
ing since the shivering ; pain of left aide of 
abdomen only felt on coughing ; so Sain of 
back. Coniisue the arsenical Solution, 
Repeat the anodyne draught. 

31). Began to iweat at two, which tasted 
several hours; bad griping and tenesmus 
with headach at night, which abated after 
the operation of a dose of castor oil ; no 
shivering to-day ; four doses of the solution 
taken; pulse 60; ton/ue moist, slightly 
furred ; complains of weakness. Coniinue 
all the medicines. Let him have lb. j. of 


clinical ward of the Royal luiirmary, which beef tea, and one pint of porter, 
was the foundation of his lectuie against | 50. Had a tit of rigors this momiug about 

bleeding in the cold stage, and whose ob- 1 10, and took his draught. The shivering 
jecliona and arguments were subsequently | was less violent, but lasted an hour ; pulse 
re-echoed in Tur. Lancit, of Saturday, i 80, full, soft. Heat w'us an honr ago 100*. 
April?, 1827, in a comiuunicutiou signed | Tongue slightly furred, with liiirst, Com- 
** Seoiiu/’ j plains of headach, pain of hack and left side 

Jame Bennet, aged shoemaker, March j of abdomen ; bowels conlined. l.el liirn have 
37.— Had severe rigors on Saturday i one ox, of castor oil ; a saline draught now 
instant, accompanied by thirst, anorexia, and I and Ui<m. Continue Ute others, 
pain of head, which continued for more than j :il. Much sweating yesterday, after liar- 
an hour; were then succeeded by heat of | ing had an enema at night, without effect, 
skin, vertigo, lassitude, increase of iliirst, j No rigours to-day , pulse 68; tongue whi* 
and pain of head. These symptoms ronn- 1 lisli. l.et him have j ij. f*t’ infusion, senna, 
nued five or six hours, and then grad iiaily j with 5 ij. of sulphate of magnesia. Repeat 
subsided during copious sweating. Hud n { the arsenical solution now every fourth hour. 


during copious 

similar paroxysm on the 26th, 


and also a I April I . Buwt is freely opened, Rigor* 


less severe one this morning. Comphiin.*»l roman need to-d:iy ui 16, but Hlightly ; they 
at presentof slight pain heluw ilte It-it false 1 have become mur<* violent within ihr-ro* tVw 
ribs, somew'hat increased by pressure or|nmiuteK; pulv :;l, prf'tty full; skin feels 
coughing. Pulse <10, full ; respinition na- ; wann ; longue luriier dr\ ; has pain of h ft 
tural; skin cool ; tongue clean and moist ; j .Auh' of uhdoraeu just iiow. Has )usi taken 
no tl'.irst ; appetite pretty good ; howvl* Uhe anodyne than”!!!, ( ontinue ih« aiseni- 
open ; urine sasd to be higij-coloureil ; lip.s < :u! soliiUiUi. (Isv*- him a powder toutaiii- 
somewhat aw'oilen, witli u alight vesiculai ing f iur grain.s of sulphiite of quinine everv 
eruption round the moutii. Mas taken pur- j six lionrs. 

gative medicine*, and also a liitie of the ar- ' 2. Shivering abated ijisi< kly after the opi- 

senicai fiofution kkii c yesterday. Took an ' ate draught. Swraled inui h in the evening, 
opiate (iraughlthis morning when the rigors ; leels easy to-day; left Mde of nhdnmeri 
coinraenml, after which ll»ey continueil only slighfly tender ; Imw'eis ojieu ; no iiun»ea, 
a few minutes. Has since had im pain of , Repeat the powder of sulplmle ofijutninoi 
head ; iittie heat of skin ; leas thirst, and every f'nrth hour, 
no sweating. four |*o\vderis taken ; no fit ; V4»ry lit* 

Had the internr.ltient fever more or lesK lie pain of side. Tonttime the medicines, 
constanily for nine niontlis whilst in Spain, 1. J ive jmwder* taken. No fit. J wo 
fourteen years ac<J, Hti* recently returned stiMihs. Appetite good. To have four ox. of 
from the West Indie*, where tie resided for sltak to-day, and daily, 
the last six year*, l.ives in a house wtiere .' 1 . Had a very sligltl fit of rigours at four 
several pmons have been ill of continued ' yesterday, sueceeded by heat of skin ; full 

I quick pulse, and sweatng in the night ; Rt- 


fever. 

Foakr’s artenicuf fiohUim, %i. 

Water, • »vj, 

Mix, l.et him have ^ a* <-verv sixth hour, i tmue. 


I lie iicadach, and no pani of side ; pnlfts 
' atid tongue natural ; bowels open. Con- 


38. Shivering comiueiictd this nioiuin;g I 6. Slaveiings hate beguDi withio these 
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few minoteft. Pulse 96. lias taken his 
draught. Hand rather cold. Bowels oi>«». 
Continue. 

7. Shivering lasted an Itour yesterday. 
Began to sweat soon after, and sweated all 
night. Complains of pain in the left lumbar 
region, with some tenderness ; no distinct 
liardness. 

8 . Rigours commenced this morning a 
little after 9 o'clock, and lasted on hour, 
though he took an opiate draught containing 
forty drops of tincture of opium* Has sweat* 
ed some already. Pulse KK), full. Com* 
plsius of headach and pain of left aide of 
abdomen. Tongue tailier dry, wdth some ! 
thirst. No stool. Let him take a bolus of 
compound powder of jalap directly. Apply 
the cupping glasses to the pained part of 
his left side, and abstract six ounces of blood. 
Continue tiie powders of sulphate of i^ui* 
nine. Let him have drink, acidulated with 
lemon juice, without strop, ad libitum. 

9. Side easier since the cupping ; bolus 
operated ; no headach to-day ; appetite 
good ; much sweating in the uighu Con- 
tinue. Let him take a mixture containing^ j. 
of sulphuric acid with water.-— Addiiioual 
bread. 

Ki. Had some vomiting this morning, 
succeeded hy rigors about U o'clock, which 
lasifd three ijuarters of an hour, but were 
not violent. Pulse bl; heat IHf'’ ; swelled 
a little ; no headach or pain of side ; bowels 
slow. Let him take ^ ) j. of infusion of sen- 
no, with of sulphate of magnesia di- 
rectly, Conuuue the others. 

17. Had as*H'ond lit of rigOUfW Yesterday 
at o’fliH'k. which lasted long, although he 
look forty droj»s of tincture of opium ; sweat- 1 
cd all night ; is free of cotuplaiut to-day,^ 
but weak , bowels ojien. Cominue the pow'. 1 
ders of sulphate of tjuinine every iliird hour. ' 

Ul. No retutu of bhtrering ; has a Uttle ' 
pain of left side of alHiutuen, on motion itr 
coughing ; pulse natural ; appetite good ; ! 
one scanty stool, tiive him directly a pow- ; 
der containing gr. xv, of rhubarb, and gr. iij. 
of calomel , 

tf7. Ctunplains of feeling weakness of! 
loins. Apply a warm plaster to the lumbar 
region. 

1 ' 9 . Bowels slow, otherwise well. Let 
hint Imre immediately a cathartic draught. 
Continue the others. 

so. Has complained of nausea and weak- 
ness, but without any shtveriug. Pulse na- 
tural ; tongue whitish. I .el him take 
of a mixture containing 5 ij. of ammoniated 
littctura of valetian, in 5 vj. of mint tvaier. 
Continue the others. 

Mav 1. Keeling of nauaea and headach 
abated ; bowels regular. Let him Inro one 
ounen of bark, also a warm plnster for the 
loins. Dimnissed cured. 

ii4i«ch.««*Adtiutted firth Msy««-0» 


the morning of the 17 th instAnt, wss tsken 
ill with headach, languor, and pain of back, 
succeeded by slight rigor, which continued 
for about a quarter of an hour, when it was 
followed by lieat and sweating. Has had 
an interval of seven doys without a return 
of paroxysm, which Ye*ap})eared on the 
with increased severity, the rigor having 
been much more violent, and of longer du* 
ration, accompanied with much nausea, ex* 
cruciating headach, ond those various symp* 
toms which chara^erisc the invasion of in* 

I termittent fever, under an aggravated form. 

I Has had this morning, previous to admission, 

I another paroxysm, wdiich was an hour earlier 
I in the period of its accession, and continued, 
i including its three etages, for about six 
I hours, during the first of which he had much 
I vomiting. Complains most at present of 
! headach. prostration of strength, general 
llassitudc, and soreness ofliiubt. Has no 
! pectoral, nor abdominal symptoms ; thirst is 
urgent ; no anorexia ; pulse <> 6 , full, but 
soft ; respirations 5 !() in the minute ; tongue 
furred, but moist ; bowels open; skin warm, 
rather pungent, and bathed in perspiration ; 
face swollen ; urine copious. Has been 
lately a patient in this clinical ward, afflicted 
with his present complaint, of which he was 
disiuisst^d cured, on the lk>th ultimo, 'i'he 
history of the present case derives much 
additional interest from the circumstance of 
I two of his children having been also re- 
; cently attacked with ague, for which one 
; of them is now a patient in the Infirmary. 

\ Let him have gr. iij. of sulphate of quinine 
; Uiree times a -day, and two colory nth pills 
' to-uight. 

Vb. I liree stools from the pills. No 
shivering since admission. Headach still 
severe. Bulse tib, full. l*ain of back and 
limbs preventing sleep. No pain of side or 
abdomen. Apply lUe cupping instrument to 
his templet, and abstract eight ounces of 
blooti.— Continue the powders. 

tf7. Meadacb reUevrd by cupping; had 
a .Severe shivering fit this morutug, reported 
to have lasted two hours, and is now sweat- 
ing profusely. J‘ul.se Ob, full. No pain of 
abdomen or side. Tw'o stools. Let him 
have the jniwders of sulphate of quinine 
every third hour ; nUo an uriotiyne draught, 
with forty drops of liiictnre of opium, at the 
corn men cement of the paroxysm, 

SfU. BuW (k» ; feels chilly ; bowels open. 
Continue powders of sulphnle of quitiuie. 

^9. Had a shivering tit lasting nil hour 
and a half, commencing at nine ; has sweated 
much ; pulse (ki, full ; comptmiis of geuernt 
soreness ; bowels open ; had nausea, no vo* 
miting. l-et him have an etlervescing saline 
draught every hour. Coulinue the |>owders. 

:k). Bnlte natural ; no pain to day ; appe- 
tite pretty good* Five powders taken. To 
have foul ouncci ofateak and u piut of [mrter. 
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Si. Took »x graioft of suipbote of ({uiuine 
this morning at half past eight; shitering 
came on at nine, and lasted about half an 
hour, but was much slighter; no sweating 
since", no headach, butcoraj)l;un8 of nausea 
and giddiness ; bowels o))en. Let him have 
the effervescing saline draught now and 
then ; conrinue the powders. 1 o have ordi- 
nftTV diet to-day, but the steak to be re- ! 
])eBted to-morrow. ' 

June *?. Took u double dose of rjuinine 
again this rnoraing at htlf past eight; has 
had a little chilliness ; no rigour. Continue 
tlifi ywiwders. 

Began to shiver directly after visit yes- 
terday; took live gaains of sulphate of qui- 
nine, after wiiit.li it welitoft' ; sweated uiuth ; 
hits complosned much of tinwifuit anrium and 
giddiness since yesterday afternoon; two 
stools from piiis taken last mght ; pulse 6H. 
full ; tongue whitish. Uepeat the powders ; 
every f)urlh hour ; and the laxative pills at' 
bed time. 

4. No ahivering to-day ; much less tinni- 
ins; bowels open, Continue the jiowders 
and pills. 

f>. f ive powders ttiken ; no vertigo or <a«- 
wilMt; nppetit;* c-ood. To have ndiiitionnl ' 
alhnviiiuce of hreiul. 

b. Had ehii'inejts, no rig'Wirs ; six powders 
taken ; howCs stow ; no pnin. l.ei fini 
take two eohxvnth piUs imiiK'eiuteh' ; c;>n- 
liinjc the powders. 

7. No return of shiv'-ring ; cfinipI<iiuR 
only of pain of hack. Apply a warm piaster 
to the lumbar legioa : eojitUiue the lueui- 
tines. 

h. Bowel; s! )W ; fee’;; drowsy to-day: no 
shivering. Bet him have the colocynih pills; 
tuiitmue powtliTs. 

I.B Bowels slow. Let him lake a cathar- 
tic draught. 

J ■). Two laxative pilH at bed-time. 

)7. Irfifiminatio?; of cy<’S, purtieularly of 
with sdi!e.siou of eyelids in ntoriiing ; 
no lieaiJach. L-t him have y, j. of com- 
pound powder of jithip imuuoimlely. 'To 
h..thf‘ his eves frcqueoiiy w;th t4*ji!d water, 
tmd to :!p;‘ly simpiv oiatment to the edg"» e| 
the eyfij.ij,. 

IR, .More iudainmation of right eye. Ap- 
(dy the c'!p;>H)/ rrstrument to liis lem;>les; 
repeat the p.eA\h rsof .suljiliale of quinine 
three times ji-dav, 

y?t. Lyes soli .tore. A]qdy eight, ieeches 
round tlio eye.s. 

21 , Two jeei ie-* only hscii, Bowels con- 
fmed ; jiiH.immiitiouo.*' evess'jinewhat abafed. 
Repeat the let-chi'S r-nd ptiieative draught. 

22. l.t-echcs l;l«'d -vr ll , 1 y» n less painful ; 
Still infl'anied, wBit discharge of teare. Dis- 
solve gr. XV. of ide ucetsite of |(j. 5 id, in 

of water, for a tfjiiyrium, 

2L Bofii eyes scimewhnt iufiamcd, with 
impatience of bgbt, and dimtma of siglH. 


Abstract from the arm | T. of blood ; cob- 
tinoe medicines. 

SJ.i. Kyes better ; bowels open. Continue 
1 the lotion for the eyes. 

2ti. Still some pain of eye-baMl ; less in- 
;dammation, but has some dimness of xiglit ; 
: no pain of liead. Iris moves well. Discon- 
tiuiie the powders of sulphate of quinine. 
Apply a blister to najie of neck, 
i r»n. Still some dimness of sight. Let him 
have of simple ointment. 

Dismissedcuicd. 

C vsF XIX.— -A. IL, a carpenter in Leith, 
bad bad a great many severe attacks of in- 
terinilteni, whicb weakened him so much 
that lu* wa.s almost entirely confined to bed. 
He l.iid taken a great many remedies, but 
the disease increased in severity. Several 
of my juipils watched this patient in order 
to bleed hitu in the cold btage ; at U-iiglh 
the rigor came on, and blood was diawn to 
the uuiminl of sixteen or seventeen oniicts, 
slopping the paroxv.'tni. lie experienced 
tiie same f-miden relief that all the others 
liad doiic from pain in h«;ul and loins, vrt'at 
oppression at tlw pru voidia, dreadful sen- 
sation ofeoidm-ss. This man, Imwever, hud 
two returns oj th** dn^eave, which wi-re (.uv- 
ing to conslant I'ersputtleins, vvliicli lie 
eneounged. and idso from anowir-g hi» 
boweis to pet very mncii out of <»vdvr. Afler 
a t'cw dos-'s of laxative m -dierfle, and in- 
si-t-e." cn his avouliug th-' pensj irafiomt, 
he hud no n-turn of the dtsiuje, i.r.d soon 
ri-( (.v<red his ordmui v slur« ot hcuitli 
i wiihoul any other iucuii.s. 

Ca5i XX.— .lames ])anathie,u'!. :1>, pale 
and niisciiitcf!. apjdo.d a* ihe Di'ipens.iirv 
Tin the null May S'litc* tiuil he was 

.at work in Linud’cHore liiKi hijrve>t, whirri? 
h ' Ih f rnne T’.di cted w'ith h qnot'.diun inier- 
miuent. whi' it e.'n.tistuod to rfrur ahout 
five, MS, i-r s' Vfti uMofk in the eveitiiig, 
till T.-l'finry !a«<. except iluri»;g hi.*) stay in 
tile VTiri. liiftrmnry, sintl a sdiurt time after- 
wsids. He he;';, me a paUent ill B.u* fnhr- 
IIIIITV of Ldii.l.*'!: ;h, in ttse diru{\:d Wafd. 
He fnither si.-.ic'i. ll.at, whi'sf there, the 
sympUim". ran so higb !!;v.t he wits bird in 
t-'ie hi;f, Stage, bt^l w.fhout reiii'f. Here* 
miiined in I’le hiw.pu.d four weeks, was 
tri ated with hark, and dwiiaigrtl; but he 
was iifft'ctcd as severely as ever, f^ince 
abotii Matcli ‘.'2, when he came out of the 
infirmarv. the hi* have rontiinuHl to attack 
him t*vcry cvrnitig at five, it*, or w*veo 
o’clock, or eiwioublly c.onimuing imui the 
rnorniog, .WmosidVraMc part of tbi# 
hw wax uiuL'r tli« ubc of I owlcrN toiktion, 
without th«* leant relief. Mr. Taylor, outt 
of loy piqnti, bled him duiiug Ihe tok 
Ktage. Bciure tins blefdijr|;, hia jnt!#e »»* 
o:i i thcTigof B^ comidekiyTtwtd, AD 



INTERMITTEOT FEVERS. 


Hi 


tliottgli ty»e vein was properly opened, no 
biood came at iirst ; it soon dropiu'd down 
the Ride of the arm, and afterwards came in 
n jet, when the riijor instantly ceased, and 
the bleeding was stopped. One ounce and 
u half of blood was uhstracted. He got a 
little calomel and rhubarb to keep his 
bowels open, llis strength now increased 
rnoitlly, and he had no ultack for six days, 
nil the Kith May. During this interval he 
felt tolerably well, uiid only experimiced a 
ftlieht sense of eiiillinos nnd disjwsition to : 
yawn, for « Jihort time, instead oi the regu- ; 
iar partixynm, and not every day, as before, ! 
but on aiUrnate days, ami at I i-.m. in-' 
.‘ittuul of the evening. I bis last attack came ; 
on, U8 alftady ineiuioned, on triday ltdh 
MU' , wioie he was out taking a walk on the ^ 

( aslle Ilul, during which he was exposed 
to a keen n.>ilii-east wunl, whicli prevailed 
at the tiiae. Jle got iiume with great <Iidi- 
euity. He bud iuiother attack on Sunday 
which, together with the former one, 
he desv j ilw.s n» having been aHenued with 
a'lewH severe cold Ktuge, hut more witense 
l4 -t uud sweating stage*, than he hud <*x- 
peiicnceU h'd\ re. 

i'Ul,, < oinplains of thtri-t, hot no loss 

of u}>pvtile , rturfiu c jade , toogue u i.ite 
iitei tuoUt ; pulse' tnl, so.h uiiU curniiiessihle ; 
lov. 4 Isi r« if, has no uio-ajiiiicss. 

'l'ue;.f'ay •JKth,— iiud no iir, hut only a 
di-fp'VMii 111 to fttielch au'J ynwn, with n 
sil; ht CO lu* V'i (.f the •‘V.riHi c ; in a few mi- 
i;'.;'*!-'* afterw.irt's hiii skin hccjtmt* Ir.ri, 
a(!et;t. d wiih iu;)i><tu(e tin the breast and 
w!i the inueie of the foi'c arm.s ; pulue ttu, ■ 

: 

-ivt, — He Ijud sweating yesterday after-' 

jH'ei!} uile; ItJe V;Sft ; luiS liO CotUpiumt to- V 

d .1 . 

'/'■ f No ptir')Xyj>.!.u, l>al t‘X’,wriencpd the . 
yav.iung ;t:ol etuteiiiug, leie.jO i'»i by lieut ' 
atul siw'etttini:, 

- i,.ii(;apcd, u:ui loei ev ,'!! Uu lh{<'.it* 

MOeg U\\ , ■ 

wlu'M tlu're w.iS fliglil ch.ihufss, 
eut e. etied by heat iUi.l i,\v» fitsiig. He hod 
‘Id r hlighl uttsCK »»u I rhiay .luui, but ' 
b.uh tUise at5iwk> V. ere asfinu owing to ■ 
liimst 11 out ui' iloo: 4i tn <■ old, Ounip I 
WCilliuT. ■ 

On dune '.'1, i»ad a reluru of the stretch- 
ing, ViVivniiig. hn»l, iii'd aweaiin’:. which ^ 
er.nttutted jvreduse all night , indeed i very 
uiglvt he perspires prdfusely, which is luO 
to in* W'oj;der! d fit, when it i« known that he 
slept with four other pcoplfl in u low’ roi*ni, 
eleven feet b) twelve. .Viter tins he had 
no paroxysm, and the only irnimlie# whudi 
Were gi'en weie ttie dococtiun of [uassia, 
wiljjbnde uckl, and gein'ie laxatives ; and 
he won I to work 0» the June, as a la* 
fcHwter, with hnttltb tind atrwtgiU. 


APOTHECARIES^ HALL.* 

TtejruUUwns for the Ejiatninatim of Ji)Othecanei* 

The Court of Examiners cUosen and ap- 
pointed by the Master, Wardens, and As- 
KiMtants of the .Sficiety of A[K)tlu*cariee> of 
liundon, in pursuance of a certain Act of 
Parliament, ** For better Regulating ihe 
l*raeti<e of Apothecaries tbroughont Eng- 
bind and Wales, '* pmssed in the .'> >th year 
of the reign of higMaiesty King George the 
'I hird, apprise all I’ersoas wdiom it may 
concern ; 

That t vtiy C anditlate for a Certificate to 
jiractise us an apoiliecory, w*di be required 
to possess u competent knowledge of the 
i.attn language, and in compliance W'ith 
the 1 tth and l.>th Sections of the said Act, 
to produce tesiiinonials of having served 
an Sippicnticesliip of not less than five years 
to an apothecary, of having attained the 
full age of iweiity-oiie years, and being of 
•.ood moral ctmduct. 

N . 1 ». A rticU'S of npprenticeshi p, where 
i5Ut:li arc in existence, will be ru juired ; hut 
;u C.I.-IC ftUvh a: tide .^liall have been lost, 

H is t x|M-cted tluit the catuiidnte sliall bfiug 
f.itw urd very strong testimony to 3*rr/ve that 
the has served uuca an apprenticeship, as 
the Act o'. I’arUanu'Ul directs. 

He will aUo be required to jirodoee cerli- 
f.cates of having uiicueed not leys 

fwo courses of Lectures on ('hemistry ; 
Two coui-scs of Lectures oa Matena Me- 
d:cu and Huiauv ; 

I wo (<mr: cs of i.cctures on A r; atom v and 
Li.v Malory ; 

iwo cvmrses of Arudoiniial L^emoustra- 
lious : 

Twoemr-ses of *Lei tores on the 1 hcory 
and I’lactice of Mcdiriu* ; tlie.se last to be 
(ittended suK;«?ijueutly to cme course of Lec- 
tures c.n Mutciia Mvui. a, l’hcm;&try, aud 
Anatomy. 

IL — No trstimunitti of ntt< luLttice on 
Lf'ctures till t:u' IViTicitfit** and I’niciice of 
Mcdicir.e, uehvctv i ji Lyndon, or within 
seven nules ther# of. wiS| rcvulcr a c.oulidaio 
t for exanunutii.u, uulcss such Icc- 

titles were tiven. and the testiiuouiid is 
signed by n fellow, cuioli.lato, or licenliiite, 
of the Koval (‘oUege ot Thv.sii'ian.s. 

And a cert;iicaC«? of atleiui.irrve for .six 
montlis, at butst, on t!u* pbvssciiiws’ practice 
rtf some i»id>lic hnspital, or mhrmury, (con- 
tainiijg not less than sixty bedsi,) or fur uine 
mouths ot a di.spcna«ry : auch attendance to 

; * We printed iliese del* stable liektda- 

; lions in No. tilTi but insert ihem i^ain nt 
I the request of at* vend coutn;y Currespon- 
|.de8ta. 



u» I^EGULATIONS OE THE otD llAliS. 


commence subsequently to the termination 
of ibe first course of lectures on the Princi- 
ples and Practice of Medicine. 

W. B.— Physicians’ pupils, who intend to 
present themselves for examination, must 
appear personally at the Beadle’s office, in 
this Hall, and bring with them the tickets, 
auiliorisiog their attendance on such prac- 
tice, as the commencement thereof will be 
dated from the time of such personal ap-; 
pearance. 

All candidates apply in jp. for examination 
after the Ist of October, 1U‘J9, will be re- 
quired to produce evidence of having at- 
tended the physicians' practice at an hospi- 
tal or infirmary for mne mouths, or at a dis- 
pensary for twelve montlis. j 

'J’he regulations relating to the order of i 
succession in which the lectures on the Prac- j 
lice of Medicine, and the physicians' prac* - 
lice of an hospital or dispensary are to be ; 
attended, are designed to apply to those 1 
students ouh' who cororaeuced their attend- 1 
ance on lectures oo or after the, lal of| 
February, lit.'S ; and all such persons are; 
particularly requested to take notice, that! 
unless they shall have strictly complied with | 
such order of succession, they will not be | 
aiimilted to an exarniiiatiou. 

lu addition to the course of study above] 
required, as indispensably necessary, con* ' 
didites are eanieslly recominended (•> attend I 
Clinical Lectures, and also i.ectures on \ 
MidwiServ and the Diseases of Women atul . 
Children, on the loiter of which subjects, as ; 
an important part of medical practice, they | 
will be examined. . 

The Court have deternuned, tliai the ex-| 
amiuation of the candidate shall be as fol-‘ 
lows ; — ■ 

1, In translating, grammatically, parts of; 
the Pharmacop‘i'ia LotuUnrtisis, ond Physi-j 
Clans' Prescriptions; and, alter the 1st of 


I tice, that ihev may oblaio Rt the Beadle a 
! office at this Hull, n printed paper contain- 
i ing certificates wiili bluiika (as to oamea 
I and dates) of mU the Lectures they are re- 
! quirt'd lo have utieuded, and also of the 
iPhysiciuna* Pnuuce, these blanks tlm 
i Court request muy l>« fist'd up and signed 
;by the resjieclivc Leeturert, and by the 
I Physicians whose practice the Student hss 
attended. 

Students are enjoined to observe, that, 
after the 1st of November, IBldft, these cer- 
tificates so filled up. will be required from 
Candidates for Lxamiualion. After the 
same day no other ivstimoriiaU of atten- 
dance on Lectures aud Medical Practice 
will be admitted, except such as bear the 
seal of a Lwiversity or College, aud the sig- 
nature of au officer belonging to sucli I'ni- 
versily or College, w'hoie duty it is to sign 
cerlificaies of attendance on the lectures 
given therein ; or such other certificates as 
liave heretofore been received, if the tame 
were obtained prior lo the ist of February, 

'I'hc Court will meet in tbe Hull, every 
Thursday, where Candulates arc requested 
to attend at half-past One o'clock. 

Bv order of tin* Court, 

\N Aisos, Secretary. 

London, , Sept. 1*.), I it id. 

Itifomiation i dative to the business of 
tlus Court may be obtained of Mr. U ulsow, 
at his rrsidence, IC Berners street, be- 
tween the hours of and lit o'clock eveiy 
moruiJi^; (.Sunday excepted). 

%* U IS expressly ordered bv the Court 
of Lxaminers, that no (iraiuity bereicived 
by any otfic«-r ffttiii any Person nqqdying for 
infortnalion relative to the business ot the 
Court. 


January, I'iJl, candidates will be required 
to translate poitionsof the fuUowing nu'di- 
cal Latin authors, vir,. Celsius de .Medicina.or 
Gregory Con-specins Medicina* Iheorclica,-. 

2. In Ciiemistry. 

3 . In the Mateha Medica. 

4. in Botany. 

,*>. In Anatomy .nnd Physioloi^'y. 

b. In the Practice of Metiicjiie. 

S’atice. — Every peisoii intending lo qua- 
lify^ liimseif under the rejjjulations of ibisi 
Act, tu practise as an .Apothecary, must 
give notice in wrilu.^', luhtressed to the 
Clerk of the Socit-iy.on or before the .Mon. 
day previous to the day of Examination ; 
and must also at the .same time deposit all 
the required teslimoniais at the office of ilie 
Beadle, at Apothecanes' Hall, where at* 
tendauce is given every day ( except .Sun- 
day) from nine until two o'clink. 

Persons intending to pn sent ifaemseives 

for Examinatioii are requested to take uo- 


APOTHECAKIES' HALL. 

To the Gmrl if ['.ntwi'iein of the AfunUcnriti 

(omjKiny, 

(leotleraen.— As a Eieentiate of your 
body, allow* me to ex]»rt‘,sft my opinion upon 
*he issue of your late decree, wiih as little 
preface &» tliut derre.: hai it«eif UAcd in 
niaking its appeariince to ihc worbi. It i« 
a hurii.Hsing, overbetirinj^, u?,d uojust exion- 
.nion of questionable authonty. Sime few 
years ago, the Ee^islalure vested in vou a 
power oi determining wht) were pioper jter- 
sons lo go forth and esen ise tin? art and 
mystery of au .\[>(>thecttry , and this ttiea- 
sure was iliitated in gO’*d feeiiug, sound 
wmse. and » humane regard lowtrd* thu 
[morer of our countryiaen. But it 
ver imagined llmt it could he so wrested 
the assuiiipliofi of power, pfotit, and exclu- 
sion, as itaectus Itktiy lo prove, Siuce tiui 



nxmc^TioM OP mr. arxott. 


!>•••% of tliat (Jccree, you 8ppf«rto liare | pawcil 1 Be*i<le«,byei»rorci»gthen(<ces8ity 
lo»t ali notion of the reletifo dult«» of lift*, I of tlie*o »cvc»re te»te, you ore declaring to 
and eran of the relative dutie* of the modi- the work! how totally unfit for practice you 
cal profeaatow ; and, wiili an oatentfttiouajyouraelvc* must bare been iu your earlier 
diaplay of the loveof science, you ore injuring ! career. 

the profeaaioo, filling your own puru'a, and | Gentlemen As a Licentiate of your 
ruining the prospects and usefulness of rising ; Body, let me advise a relaxation of the ri- 
students. That I may not give you words gour of your enactinenta, and also let me 
without facts. I will further allude to these persuade you to distinguish yourselves by 
difiVrent points some slight sacrifices of interest, which will. 
You make an ostentatious display, in con- 1 am sure, add to your respectability, and 
tinunUy showing your legal power, wiiliout elevate your charaiiters in tlie eyes of scieii- 
accompanying it with a corresponding dis- tific men. Give up the trade of druggists 
ploy of science ; and you have shown none of | to the mercantile world— put down your 
that fostering love, or afTeclionate regard ! shop, and recommend your customers to 
for it, which your means eaable you to do, i your fraternity — open yyur botanical garden 
You are injuring your Profession by your - to the students of physic in London — ^let 
Irti'rt of money-, or else by your mislBkeu ltherebcanannualcourseofgraluitousLec- 
judgroent ; and in this, that you have opened i tures on the advanced discoveries of Che- 
« common shop for the dispensing cf medi- 1 mistry, Botany, and the virtues of Medi- 
cines, thereby not only insinuating, but ' cines — lower the fee for your certificate, 
plainly declaring a suspicion of knavery and | as you return no advantages— and serve the 
<leceit in the whole tribe of practitifmers. '■ profession at large, by petitioning Parlia- 
A greater insult was never ofl'ered to the 1 menl for a repeal of duties uptm phials and 
profession. You are also the wholesale j drugs. Do these things, and the students 
druggists to a considerable portion of them, i will no longer continue their complaint. 
That you are ruining the prosiRcls and ; with the Israelites of old, stymg ** they have 
tisefuincaa of a large number of rising ttu- ! increased our task, but given us no stras*.’' 
denta must be evident to yottr own feelings. | IShould you fail in these things, 1 have a 
Know you not, (ientSemen, that many of! great notion that the rising students, and 
you have raised yourselves most honourably | the liberal portion of the medical world, will 
from most scanty iiu-ans, and think you that | apply to Parliament themselves. But, should 
these (Idhculties (money mailers ) are les* they not, by all means compel them in fu- 
seiaed lately, that you are ao regardless of | tare to study Arabic and the Sanscrit Ian- 
that point wlach your former experience | guages, as there may probably be. some in fox- 
ouglu to )jBve taught you 1 There ore many ; maiiou found in these tongues of essential 
(and you know it) who having calculated ! service to medical science. 


how far t!i#‘ir scanty means, wiilt every ex- 
ertion, and almost every privation, will 
carry ihcMu, enter into the medical pmfes- 
aioti, cheered only with the future hope of 
obtaining im honest and respectable living 
by their uncea^sing usefulncSvS ; but all their 
plans may be in n moment frusirati d. al- 
thiiugb they come nesrly within touch of 
tl»e goal, by your sudden, capriaous, and 
harsh mamlates. And, if tin y tlo not lltus 
fail in their resources, or sink into denpair, 
but jvass through the test of your ordeal, it 
ia bu t as over-crammed |Kudtrv, loresch the 
point of repletion, and witlier from disgust 
ttl that intellectual sustenance which is 
required for tlicir roniinual support. 

Thfre is not me man of acionoo, practi- 
cal expttrience, and good faith, teaching the 
different brattches ol the profession, who 
does not declart that it is eWmeutary know- 
ledge only he it capabla of communicating, 
end that the medical ptactitiooer must be 
a ciinicinl lill deaths how then is it that you 
Tev|uire of the young man of twenty-one a 
d«rg:rae of fxoelience, capable so se- 

verCly tested by your knowlodge in gentle. 
Dj^mly old age, and this by an iirdeal 
ifeugh which you U»vo aot yourselves 
No. 


] am, Gentlemen, by necessity. 

Your Licentiate iu Practice, 
Oct, lO. 1828. \\\ 

HOsl'lTAL yOCim’. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,— 1 am authorised to request the 
favour of your inserting the following fact, in 
answer to an anonvmous. false, and malig- 
nant statement which appeared in 'I’mk 
I. vNci r of the I Ul» inst., rejecting iqwn Uie 
surgical practice of the Grampus Hospital 
•Ship ; the only caw* of stone iu the bladder, 
received on bt'ard the Grampus, was under 
treatment in th« last summer, and removed 
by the express desire of the iiarenta of the 
patient (conirarv to the wish of the Sur- 
gmin), to St.TlHuttta's Hospital, for ihepur- 
^K»»e of undergoing the operation ; he has 
since left St, Thomas’s Hospital, without 
the operation having been performed, coa- 
slantly rt‘fusuig his consent to undergo the 
same, Uilh on board the (.trampuii, and at 
St. Thomas's Hospital. ‘ 1 am, Sir, 

K. Haklxy, Secretary. 
Hf, Btshopsgntc Within, Oct. 18^18. 

1 



DR. GRANVILLE’* 


U4 


THE LANCET. 

LoNaf/>n, Saturdttjff October 18*8. 

Everv body lias beard of Dr. Gbanvim.k 
and Uis testinioiiials. Tii« Doctor seems to 
uaderstand to perfection the arts of badger- 
ing aa antagoai.st, and of keeping bis own 
name ronatautly before the public, He is 
no doubt anxious, upon public grounds, that 
the world ehould kuow Ute full extent of the 
injury which the London University has 
sustained by his non-election to the pro- 
feseorsbip of midwifery ; but he may, more- 
over, not be insensible to the advantage 
of combining a weekly attack upon Mr. 
BnovcuAitf, with a hint to ladies who are 
in that situation wherein women wish to 
who love their lords,” that be is the 
most aooompHshed of aceourlieurs. Week 
after week the columns of the John ItuU 
have teemed with the parliculurs of Mr. 
Brovohaw's negligence and Dr. (ituN-' 
vit.LE’a wrongs. The accoucheur has fast- ) 
ened like aa incubus ujxm the advocate, 
and seems determiaed mvcr to quit his 
bold, in vain baa the leanied genlit mun 
protested, tliat he neither possesses nor 
knows any thing of the Doctor's jtapers. 
“ Restore my testimonials, ” is the sole re- 
plication of the irriiated accoucheur : 

*' Not lieree Othello in a louder strain , 

Roared for the bundkertbief Umt caused 
bis pain,” 

ft is, as a contemporary has observed, a 
complete Momirnr Ttrnwn affair. Where- 
ever,"’ says The S/awfaior, “ Uut learned; 
genlleinan went, he found Dr, Granvim.e ; 
demanding his tftliiuftwm/A j if he received a ' 
note, it was an even chance that it related ^ 
to the lost UMintonkhf if a friend called,- 
the object of hi# visit was, probably, to in-i 
tercedo for the (eitimr>iaah. ’ Rut this is 
not all. The accoucheur has, we understand, ‘ 
distinctly aODOunced lus intenthm to perse- j 
vere, and bas actaally instructed bis at-i 


totney to commence an action of treifr 
against Mr. Rrovcham, for the recovery of 
the lost testimonials. 

As our readers may be curious to know’ 
something of the docameiits, the loss of 
which has driven Dr, ClHAXviMii to de- 
spair, we shall lay before them two or three 
of the cerlilicates iu <juestion ; arid that the 
Doctor's pretensions may be more fully ap- 
preciated, we shall begin by inserliog the 
letter which be addressed to the Governors 
of the Middlesex Hospital, on offering him- 
self as a candidate for the office of physician 
accoucheur to that establishment. 

“ Nly Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, — 
The office of I’hysiciaft. Accoucheur to your 
excellent Hospital having become vacant by 
the resignation of Dr. Mirriunui, 1 beg 
leave to offer myself us & l uudidiiie to suc- 
ceed him. 

“ AUhousih 1 cannot boast of having been 
previcualy connected wiih your instiuuiuu, 
or with your late physiciun-sccouchcur, 
(ciriumsiaBtes which, in ihemscU cs, can- 
not form an exclusive grouml for your tvu|)- 
port, ' I may avt r, notwiihstumling. that my 
i X|Hrienc", as physiciaiMiCfotitlieur ma- 
naging ti.f lying in uejnivtijuot of two very 
exteubive medical clianucs iii the metropo- 
lis fur u mimhcr of years, has been stu h as 
to entitle me, I trust, to your favourable 
coosidi ratiiiu. 

“ In the course of the last nine years, 
I'UH poor married womtn Itave beet] lieli- 
vered nt their <*wn habiutmuH uodcr iny 
direciii a ; ami wlo ti to lias <*vi(ieiict‘ of 
puhhc pructsce I add, ihat I have j-re- 
N<nb"d for ncariy (liiJdren tiuring 

the last four ye»r^. us one of i)*e j’hysa iani 
of the Rovul Inhrmary bT no k t hddren, 
and that I am a Lecturer «i’.i Mitiwib ry at 
the Westimnsur General liispensnry— I 
hunihly hope that I hav,- shown sufliacnt 
reasoms for soUcJling your juitrunsge on this 
rx;cssiott. 

“ Incoming forward u a candidate for tho 
offee of I'liysiciun t" take care of yemr 
lying in patieuU, 1 shad hef.t cansuU the 
f- el»iigs which the Governors at large, and 
purtieii'arly the Ladii s, must experience 
tiiwarda ll.c ohjecti of their beiievolenc#*, if 
I state, that, in doing iiie the honour of 
fdecliog me. you would ai ture liie aervicea 
of /I »«.rn w jTH a t AMuy , i a quali- 

fication wliicli has always been eobsiOered 
of ifuportauec in the choice of a Ul»ysi« 
cjaa-Accoof heur, ) whose nffort* will 
be directed towards ihu perforttmoee ojf 



AND ins QOALtFICATION.’ 


lUftse dtttiet wltich Are bet t eilculated to pro- 
mote the objects of your iustitutiou. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lords, Ladies, and Genlleraen, 

Voui obedient Kuioble servant, 
A.B. (jRANVll.LK, M.l). 

FeIKm*ofthe Royal Society , Mem- 
ber of the Koysl Colloj^e of Phy- 
siciuns, and Ph 3 <'siciuu in Ordi- 
nary to His Royal Highness the 
Duke of (’IttTciice. 

l(‘», Grafton Street, Berkeley 

Square, March " 

Whether the Doctor’s declaration, that 
he should best consult the feohngs of the | 
readies by obst^rving, that, in electing aj 
married man u hJi. a fumil^, they would se- j 
cure the services of one whoso cfl'orts 
would he directed to the perrormance of. 
tliose duliog which are host calculated io| 
praiuutc Uic ohjcctsol the iustilutimi; whe- 1 
ihcr, we say. this be di'claration, | 

wo shuH h ave our readers to determine. 

I he passage rccius to admit but ofoooin- 
torprelation. I'lie Doi tor had already stated, 
that lic. had delivered upwards often thou- 
sand women ; but this was not sutlicient. 
The supp-.m of the l/adies w^as, in his estr- 
mati^ju, to he gaiuc by tendering evidence 
of anollit'i ijualilicalion ; and he accordingly 
reuuuds them that, as he is a married wan. 
wdii u Jiviulv, they should Irwie no time in 
fecurmg the services of a pi rxui of sucfi rare 
t udowmeuu ; n uiun who hud nut iinly deli- 
vered U'u thousand women, but who was 
qualified, rr ci jHiinrniUitu, fn jiroinole the 
objects of the viiftlitultoii, 'I bis is evidently 
tlie construefiou pul upon the DtMTtoru let- 
ter, in the foliowiwg ill-wriUeu, but gooil- 
kumuured, ceruiicute of Sir Astley C oo- 
per — 

“ My dear — Tf give* roe jilcasurti to 
add iny tesiiwony to a host of other'', id 
your high quidificuUons for iSie situation you 
nre anxious t# fill ; nuti I ibuU congratuiste 
the Institution upon it* p<>«seR»rog (if you 
are eketed) u man who so ^mwerlully unites 
iho sdeuco of your professton with tis prac- 
tice.— dan. 20,’j82'i. 

Asti-rv Cooi*»a.’‘ 

t' 

(wo follows ft certificate to the wune 
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elFect, from Six £. Home : who Is, perhipt, 
as well qualified to certify the ability of mi 
ftccoucheui as Sir A. Cooxaii, 

“ This is to certify, that 1 liave the high- 
est opinion of Dr. Granville’s knowledge of 
every part of the duties of an Accoucheur, 
having studied both in this country and at 
Paris, 'where he remained two years solely for 
that purpose, after finishing his education in 
Loudon. — SackviUe-street, Jan. 17, 

• Lvrraro Uomu’* 

The eompositiou of this note is of a piece 
with that of the worthy Baronet. Sir 
Eveharo certifies tlm skill of Dr. Gbah- 
viLLE, liecanse he (Sir Kveiiahu,) had 
studied in Lliis countr y, and Paris, ike, 

SirUi MeHREY Da vv, although he very 
candidly states that he can give no opinioa 
u{ion the profession ;d character of a man- 
midwife, is nevertheless brought in, twUus 
tWens, to swell tiie triumph of Dr. Guan- 
viLLK. The following is hU gmm-lesti- 
I moiiial. 

j *' Dr. Granville’s varied talents, exten- 
I sive information, and iiulefuligable activity, 
jUfir so well know to the medical and scieu- 
! lilic gentWuien of the metropolis, that 1 
i should couceive any particular recommeud- 
atiou of iiim us uuuceessury. 1 cauuot pre- 
sume v> give an opinion upon his protVs- 
stotiul character . l>ut 1 should sujipose him 
peculiarly quahlieti, Uuth from hia education, 
aiul the nature, extent, atul sucressofhis 
pracUee, for tiie oHite of Physician to the 
llenexoUni luslilutiou. — tJd, Urosveuor 
Stive I, .Imi. .SI, lU.'J. 

H. Daw.” 

We take the certificate of the chemist to 
be fuKy us valuuble, as far as Dr. Gran- 
v'dh' s obsietticnl skill is concerned, as the 
kdiowing tesliuiouial from Sir GiLBi^ur 

BtASR- 

" I beg to certify to tbose whciu it may 
concern, that 1 have been intimately ac- 
quainted wtih Dr, GianviUe, of SavAk* How, 
lor sevend years, and that > have found him* 
to b V a geiitkmnrt higldy ut tMinplislied in 
various branches of setewee, ntu! jisrticu- 
lurly in all that reluits to his profession ; to 
the dnctriues and practice of which, he ha.** 
pURlihe gie.ytcst attention, especmlly in the 
^>tcfrtcat depftTtmeui.— iiackviUe Street,! tUh 
Jau, 

Gii.wrht Blam:.” 

There are two cerlificales signed by Ro- 
ORHUR Macuroii ; QUO ftom Mr. Bkodik, 
I $ 
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and last, but not least estimable, in a 
question involving the reputation of an 
accoucheur, a certificate from Sir RicuAnn 
UinxiE, the Principal Magistrate at Bow 
Street. 

** I take leave to certify, that Dr. A. B. 

Granville has been for several years 
Physician- Accoucheur to the Benevolent In- 
stitution for delivering poor women at their 
own habitations ; and 1 cai. truly state, that 
from his professional skill and assiduous at- 
tention, he has rendered most important ser- 
vice to the Institution. The Public Office, 

Bow Street, March IH 1826. 

* 11. Bikme.’’ 

So much for Dr. Guanville’s tesiimonuils. 

We shall only add that Dr. Granvii.le 
has answered his own insinuation, that Mr. 

Brovgham kept the testimonials in his 
pocket, lest Dr. Davis, who was alleged 
to be a medical attendant in his (Mr. | fall into that official obliviscence which a 
Brougham's) family, should be deprived j total exemption from responsibility is so apt 
of all chance of election to the Midwifery to induce in those cultivators of science, 
Professorship by their production. And | who hold their situations by a lease for life, 
how has Dr, Granville answered this in- j Like the sword suspended by Dionysius 
sinuatioa 1 why, by a public acknowledge- j above the head of his voluptuous courtier 
ment, that at the time of taking charge of j Damocles, such a reflection would per- 
his testimonials, Mr. Broi ouam did not | petuully admonish him that the ph'asures of 
riw knew Dr. Davis, The Accoucheur, we i indolence w’ere inconijtaiible with happi- 
ness, when enjoyed under such uncertain 
circumstances. '1 he electors to the School 
of Phy'sic were not, however, to bo seduced 
into the crime of' taking advantage of llio 
opj»orturiinea which this institute acci- 
dentally throw in their way. 'I'iieir [iredi- 
lection for mischief instuictively induced 
them to reject its giKui, and to administer 
its had properties.— 


obnoxious of college codes, to an ignorance 
of its utility, or a knowledge of its bad 
qualities, that it might be conveniently 
abused w'henever it suited the taste of this 
body to indulge in the corporate luxury of 
an act of injustice. This very valuable but 
dangerous ordinance had for its object a 
septennial election of the professors of the 
School of Physic in Ireland, aud obviously 
might be made, by a judicious direction of 
its powers, subservient to tlie most useful 
pur}i03es. The conviction that, at the 
lapse of every seventh year, his attention 
would bo rewarded by re-election, or his 
neglect reproved by rejection, would be 
likely to exercise a salutary influence on a 
profe.ssor. ^Vith this day of retribution 
: constantly before his eyes, he would scarcely 


understand, is himself in labour, and in- 
tends to empty the whole of the contro- 
versy, which has filled the columns of the 
Joftn BuUj into the next edition of his tra- 
vaiU, 


Among the laws which conferred tie 
singular property of perpetual motion on 
the Irisli School of Physic without pro- 
gression, there was at least one which was 
eminently calculated to make it keep pace 
with the advancement of similar inslitu- 
tions. With wiiatever inleiilion it may 
have been framed, whether for the pro- 
duction of good or evil, (for unfortunately it 


" Lik* those bees ofTrebir.mid, 

Whifii from the aunniest flowers that 
Klad 

W iih their pure siniU* the fpjrdens round, 
Draw venom forth that drivea men 
mad !” 

The professors, wliom they appointed, 
Itave ifivartabiy rttained their places during 
life, without the slightest apprehensiou 


is suxeeplibie of eitlier, ; w«- have no doubt I that thn other clause of the profeisor'i in* 
InU it is indebted tor \\h presmatiori, along uleoture, gwd hehaviour, would In- applied 
with its evii associalcit of one of the most ; iu their individual cases, Many oftlieroiin* 
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iir 


deed, have dosed out the term of their pro- University, without appeasing its rahid 
fessorship from youth to old age, reading bigotry by the usual sop of surrendering bis 
precisely the same course of lectures an- faith, was not less surprising than that he 
nually, quite insensible to the wants of should subsequently succeed to a professor- 
their pupils, and unconscious that the im- ship in the School of Physic. In what 
proveinents in science had rendered their manner Dr. Tuomy performed the duties of 
]trelection8 obsolete. The statute, indeed, his situation, we have no personal know* 
had fallen into such complete desuetude, ledge ; but we are informed that he ful- 
that it entirely ceased to be even a thorn in filled his task (9 instruction with as much 
that bed of roses on which they reclined ! attention to the interests of his pupils as any 
during their incumbency on the School of j of Lis associates, and with more than many 
Physic. Not long since, when the law was of them. From wlftit we do know, in- 
almost forgotten, an advertisement appeared deed, of his disposition, we can scarcely be- 
in the Dublin newspapers, announcing, like lieve that he could have justly incurred the 
the flash that precedes the storm, that penalty which has been inflicted on him by 
ihougli the bolt had slumbered for awhile, any gross neglect of his functions. It is 
its powers of destruction were not yet ei- possible, no doubt, in moving through the 
linguished. It stated, in the quaint phrase- drowsy atmosphere of the School of Physic, 
ology of bigotry and folly, that the pro- that, instead of stopping his ears and tying 
fessorsliip of the ptactice of meditine in himself up to the mast of virtuous persever- 
t!u* School of Physic had become vacant, snee, like Ulysses among the Syrens, his 
and that persons professing the Christian as.siduity may have succumbed to the per- 
religion, and possessing certain academical suasive power of example, and his talents 
qualilications, might stand candidates for the fvlt the enervating influence of the indolent 
oftice. This professorship had been occu> genius of the place. Certain, however, wo 
pied by Dr, Martin Tuomy for the seven are, that to the labours of his contemporary 
previous years. Dr. Tuomy we believe, is ■ professors, Drs. Almau and Crampton, he 
looked upon iu Dublin as a gentleman of ; has presented a favourable contrast to in- 
considerably literary and professional eru- 1 efficiency from old age: the former, iu 
dition. He is one of the few, or perhaj/s' leaching Botany, inflicts the severe task of 
llie only Bomim Catholic, if Mr. Moon-, the learning the system of Linmeus on all those 
poet, be not ariotljer exception, r.ho has , pupils who purpose graduating in Edinburgh, 
had the g(n)d fortune of obtaining n Dr. Champion neither gives, nor pretends to 
“ Rcholnrsbip” iu the University of Dublin, give, htiures on Mateiia Medics; but sim- 
w ithmit a disgraceful surrender of his re- j'ly reads an article wiiboul note or com- 
Jigioiis priiicjph s, 1\ e have seen a tnnis- nunr. from Duncan or Thom]tson,p«r f/iem, to 
IftU ui of Home of the tragedies of Euri{ddes. his class. His inuseurn, indeed, is one great 
executed for uiuler-graihuites of the Dublin curiosity, for besides being deficient in al- 
Uuiver^itv, by Dr. l umiiv, during his ' mast every article which it should contain, 
“scholarship,” wl.icli, ot least, convinces it contains many articles which it should 
us that lie had ttul ohtuined that honourable not. l ake specimens of the Materia Me- 
distinclion without desert; und o treatise " dica being not unfrequeutly exhibited there 
on typhus fever, which speaks highly for for the genuine drugs. \Ve were informed 
his ultentiou to medicine. I'lie fact of his by o pupil of this learned 1 heb&ii, “ Thaton 
having escaped the vigilance, of that Bro- seeing a student taking notes of hia lectures 
tesiant Cerberus which guards the portals! one day, he candidly interposed, and spe* 
of the Elysium of place in the Dublin j cially addresaiog himself to the student, os- 
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Bored him it wu quite an unnecessary la* I 
hour to take notes of bis lectures, as be 
would bad them, word for word, in such a 
page of one of the Dispensaries.” The con* 
sequence of this frank iiidid'erence to his du* 
ties is, tliat the learned Doctor seldom mus* 
ters an auditory which smounts to a doseu j 
hut his imperturbable dispoaition is not in 
the least affected by this r*«monstratiuu of 
contempt for his instruction, fur he pro* 
ceeds, day after day, to read the Dispen* 
sary with the some fidelity to the text, as if 
he had been inspired to higher efforts ])y 
the presence of an applauding multitude. 
The electors to the professorships of the 
school of physic, who tre composed of three 
members of the College of Physicians, se- 
lected by ballot, along with the Provost of 
the UniTeraity’ and its professor of the 
pracdce of physic, conceived, consiiteiitly 
with the general tenor of the conduct of that 
body, that the negligtiictf and inefficiency of 
Drs. Almas and Crampton, were its objectA 


for the special protection of the law of sep- 1 land among t'aihoiics and l*fut«»tanlf*, we 


te&nial election, and accordingly rewarded 


the labours of these genilcnjcn by r«-ap- 1 ( uiholit s in ofhus wltliota ihc aKSit«i}«iion 


pointment, while they turned the sharp edge 
of tlie institution on Dr. 1 uoiny, and severed 


Among tU the numerous institutions in 
Dublin, to which medical ofiiceri are at- 
tached, there are not, we boliere, more than 
some half dozen of Catholics ; and, in the 
county iubrmaries and dispessaries, we be- 
lieve the proportion of Catholics to Protes- 
tants is still less, as appears from the 
“grand jury rolurns” of the sererai Insh 
counties, which we have procured with 
much difficulty. We are, to be sure, aware, 
that there is a local superiority of miiuber 
among the profession in Dublin on tiie side 
of the I’roieStants, owing to that plague- 
spot iu the history of England, which, until 
lately, rendered it penal for a Roman Ca- 
tholic to receive the common advantages of 
education, or to hold property to any amount 
in his own right. Hut even with the dispa- 
rity, (one whiejj is every day, however, de- 
creasing, since tiiu incubus of the ju nal 
code has been even partially removed.iof 
uumlM'rs which the folly of this country has 
created iu the learned jtroft'ssions iu Ire- 


-unuot SDive tite iny’Stery of ih«‘ paucity of 


of an unjust duiiributioa of patromige, In 
this opinion we are the more eonlirrned by 


him, on account of his services, for ever from | a fad which has lately ( orue to onr know- 
the School of Physic ! j ledge, which is, that there ei'iHts at this 

Themanifestioconsistency implied in tla-j moment, ami has for main- years in Dub- 
selection of subjects for the operation of the j lui, a regularly organise .! U-ague am.mg the 
Tcrived law, has given rise; to suspicions in j Pruestaat pradUioner* «f Duhiiii, for the 
Dublin, that Dr. Tuoiny's stile of saying j atrocious of excludtogCaihohcs from 
his prayers, bad lutjnitely more to do in the; office, whenev.r its fVuiU can he de- 
iudignity which he has been subjeded to, i tlccted with seen ry into Prot.vtnm put kd«. 
than even the style of his ledures, or of hi^ j 1 lie cjtistenn- of such a viU. ((inipiracy 


translations of Euripides. > or tlie sake of 
human nature, and the h<uu>tir of llu- culli* 
vhtors of a libcrul proiesAioti, we should 
hope that the report is unfountled ; but we 
cannot close our cars to tUe fad, that this 
report is admitted in Dublin by the party 
which it has covered with denial disgrace ; 
nor shut our eyes to the loanncT in which 
public siUtations are divided among the pro- 
fessors of the ojiposiog ri ligiouii iu Ireland. 


makes one loathe the rdh i tiv.u of t.eing in- 
elud'd within the pale r.i a r.di;i-..n, whose 
professors could be gmliy ol such unparal- 
leled httseneas. The circumstantial evi- 
dence of’ Dr, Tuomy having fallen a rk- 
tiiu to Uiia spirit of bigotry, i*^ in our opi- 
nion complete ; and happy shall we fujul, if 
any explauatiou, which uiuy hcresfior Im 
given of his treatment, tendi u> ditmiiitli 
the force of our preaent coiivictitm* 



DELIRIUM TREMENS, 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
October 20, lft28. 


Dr. Hasiam, President, in the Chair. 


VIOLATION OP Oni»PU — lir.AJiAri! — nET.1- 
imm TUEMENS— NEW MODE OP TAPPING. 

The Registrar, and several of the Council, 
not having made their appearance at a 
(juarter post eight, 

'I he Pn ESI DEM- expressed his surprise at ! 
such a violation of the common orders, and j 
hoped that somehody would move a vole of 
censure against those persons who Itad thus 
detained the Society, He also hoped that 
some gentleman would lake upon himself 
the office of registrar jft-o ii>mpirrr. 

Mr. Cai.i.uv av insianlly advanced to the 
registnir’s desk, and read the minutes of the 
last meetijtg. 

The I’lusinrvT then read a letter direct- 
ed to him from Mr. Lambert, stating tlinl 
he had seen a remarkable iustauce of 
precocitv, and that as i!k* father of the 
boy was a poor man, and desirous of show- 
ing the child with a view of procuring a 
trifling renuineralioii, ha proposed, with 
the |)erniission of the Society, to intro- 
duce the boy to its notice at its next 
meeting. He begged the President would 
corninnnicnti' thii-t informution to the So- 
ciety. After having read the letter, the 
PieMdi'Ul suited that the same question 
had been aijit.ilt’d in the council two or 
three nights previously, and that it then 
appeiired there was a great impropriety in 
considering the ScK iety us a p uce w*her»< any 
jierson was to collect his shillings or mx- 
[lences — that it was derogatory ti* the dig- 
nitv of the Society. It was concluded, that 
if the worthy treasurer thought proper to 
order any little sum in such n case, such an 
order would he attended to witli propriety ; 
he, liow'ever, wiis willing U) abide bv the 
opinion of the Society ut large. No obser- 
vations were ollered, at the m 'ment, tipon 
this siatemeut. A » the breaking up of the 
lueetiiig, the subject was ugaiu mentioned 
from the chair, nml 

Mr. i'liorrou considered tin* proposi- 
tion as highly improper. I he boy alluded 
to had been at his t Mr. Pro< tor's} house, 
and received from liim a trifling sum ; he 
believed he must have also been at moat 
of the bouaet of the pructitionera in tow n, 
and it waa rather iianl, putting the dig- 
nity of the Society entirely eaide, that its 
xfiiunbera abciuld be called upon, .both in- 
dividually and collectively, to coutribnio to 
this boy’s support, 

The rRj£»i»*NT Imving obaemd the Re- 


gistrar and Council in the room, aaid«— - 
Gentlemen, I have been here aince eight 
o’clock as was my duty— I receive no 
emolument from this Society — 1 receive 
only the honour of presiding over yon, but 1 
have never, in any instance whatever, made 
you wait one single moment. (Hear, hear, 
bear.) I am not of consequence sufficient 
to keep waiting a number of learned and 
practical medical men (hear, hear) ; there- 
fore, as to those who have made you w'ait, I 
conceive it is lliKdr bounden duty to come 
forward, and explain why you have been 
ao long detained, and why tlie business of 
! the Society has been thus interrupted, 
j (Much applause.) • 
i Air. KiNonos — Sir, I don’t know whether 
; we inierrupti d the business of the Society 
I by coming in, or whether we interrupted 
jit hv not coming here, from the manner in 
I w’hicli you have expressed yonrself ; but the 
: occasion of our iIiuh inieriuptiiig the bust- 
[ness of the Society, by our absence, was 
I llial we felt the interest of the Society re- 
I quired our atlendauce below upon business 
: of importance ; the j*resence of the Regis- 
' irar below , was also nece.ssary, and J am 
: sure, that any genlhiirnau would have been 
j good enough to have informed you of that, 

I if he had been requested to ascertain the 
I cause. If our interruption of the business of 
j the Society was merely in our coming into 
\ the room, I tun only say, 1 regret that I 
I should have interrupted it by coining into 
i the room at all. 

j The Pkesioe.nt— Sir, you have a right to 
I sit down stairs nil night if you like, but 
; you have no right to detain tlie Registrar 
j from the Stx-ieU, who is the properly of the 
5 Society at Urge and not of the Coruudl, 

' lni Higimiiah — U is cjuite imjiossible 
’ that the (hiuncii and the Society can be sit- 
ting at one lime ; the business o? the Society 
ennnot commence till the business of the 
■. Council IS over, and every member of the 
StH iety has u rigiit to be present when it ia 
I sittiiii;, 

i‘ l iii: UuEsiiuxT — There iS generally a 
I Rook of Laws lying befoie me, I whsh you 
! would bring that lu re now, Sir, and I shall 
I read them, tlial the getillemeu present may 
; know what the law is. 
j The Registrar then »ent for the book, 

' which wns iniinediuiely handed to the Chair.. 
I lui i’e.rsioEM — 'Ihe Society ahall 
; meet on every Monday, at the hour of 
I Eight ill the evening.” (hear, hear.) Now' 

I the Society coinprehemU all that appertains 
I to the coiivenieuce of the Society ; it 
I that the. Uegisirar is to Iw here to read ilse 
: miiiuiea. It does not at all say here, that he 
^ia to he detained for an indehuile lime, 
j twenty minutes ou the pieseiii occasion, aud, 

! tliat tiien he is to say that tlie Council have 
i had occasion for him ! ! Let Ute Council 
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meet at some time, when their meeting will 
not intenropt tbe husiness of the Society, 
for if it is the business of the Council merely 
to detain the Society, the Society answers 
no purpose whatever. Now, liaviiig made 
these ODservations, and, having made them 
because I am your servant, and do not like 
that my vigilance should be impeached as 
your servant, in seeins; that you are ne- 
glected in any manner, for this is the 
wliole object ol my having interfered on the 
present occasion, 1 hope they will have the 
good effect of ahow’ing ihlfi: such a lesson is 
not to be repeated. 

J)r. SiiEAnMAN— Sir, I believe that all 
this is wholly irregular. The Council have 
not shown any want of attention to ilie 
Society. 

The PnEsineNT— We are not complain- 
ing of the f 'ouucil, but of ilie det'.'ntiou of 
the Re^o'strur, by the Council. 

Dr. Skearman— H ut, Sir, I wish to give 
you a correct view of the ivmde in which this 
ought to he taken up. If there are any 
gentlemen aggrieved by the Council not 
having been here earlier,—- 
The PaESJJL»E.NT — Not the Council hut the 
Registrar. 

Dr. SiiEAnM.cs— VV'tll, of the Registrar, 

— the mode of procedure is to submit Uio 
complaint to the Council. The .Society at 
large is not the deliberative body ; assy thing 
loucbiug the executive duty of the S.K'iety, 
cannot legally come before the w hole hod) , 

but must come before the CiHincil, What- j practice , hut he coiidemiied in le/e the s 
ever irregularity takes place at the meeting, ! traction of blood, as preparatory to thil 
the complaint 1 apprehend i» to be made to i treatment. 

the council, for they are the persons to | Mr, 'J vniii i.i., in spite of what had been 
redress the grievance, and not the body of] said, remained unaUered iu his opinion, 
the .Society. ; that, what he ealled the mlurai nimuli of pa« 

The pRisiDENT— I don’t know that, be- ti» r;t.i atfhcted with delirium treiuens, was 
cause lht7 were ihemstdveR pariiefi ; wi- , f}j<. |,rin adniiinstration. If, for insianeo, 
wanted the Registrar, we have nothing to the ime of opium wm* taken away from a 
do with the Countil, , l urk, he would fall iiitt a slate very similar 

The Reoustrab— I nsignificant as I am. i lu wi.at was cuiled in this country delirium 
I have that gratitude towards the Council i tretiief!> ; hut permit him to have the opium 
W’hich enables me to say, tliat 1 leel hound ; agron, and lit* would recover. So with u 
to attend them, and Lliat 1 kn*'W the hu.'ii- : dnukcr, a portvr-drijd.* r, and so on. 

ness of the Society could not commence j Mr. thrri f.>r<-, sh old coniiMje tlie adminis- 
without me. As a member of the o ty. I j irat.im of the na'uful .siimiili. lie could ron- 
hsvearight to be j»re»eiiL when the .SKietyl thut a inne mii;ht arise, 

is silting, and when I wa.i detained oi. hubi jinoiii^h no: pr-d.ahle, m wlct ii Idocd-letting, 
ness down stairs, it wan locont i t that the • in t!;e first msfonte, 1111^,1.1 he had recoutso 
Chair should have been taken in my ah- j it» v.iih odvnnlui;* . 

«ncv.* I Dr. Win JVM-' OAked Di. Ilvnu for sa 

The Fm .sim M”-iher(*- is eo Mich law, t-Xj lauation of what he n.nci ivf d to be i«- 
Sir, us that in ex^^lf‘rH:e. |c'inh:sieril iu what he siiiU'fi eii a lorHicr 

A AilMfifcH ohv-rvird, that he had rome!,,e. Hsioi(. I he Matemeiti was. that Dr. 

j livnu had given u large ()UanUiy of opium, 

I and then admuiisicred llie atcustomed sti- 
* This reminds us of fin IriMi fontmou, J muli to » large extent, 
who one day dcci.in'd, that iie should re- j Dr. Hvas' conceived llr. Wiiiiams nmst 
main in »o Jtouse w her ■ the rnti-Jt'' r w'ouhH IriiVe trusuod? .'f,tood him. What hu aaU«d, 
c 0 mmnc( dimm iu hiiahMiue from the din- ori'.t. oded to Imve ^tilled, was, that he h«d 
ing room! givta large ijutmtiiivs of opium bofwe hit 


from a very distant part of the town, aod 
felt it exceedingly hard that he should have 
been kept watting for so long a time, before 
(he businesti of the evening commenced. 

The President was about to read a fur- 
ther part of the Book of Daws, hut 

Mr. CcLi.AWAY suggested the propriety 
of penuitiing the subject to rest, and the 
appointed business of the meeting to be eu* 
tered upon. 

The Fuestdevt had no objection w'hat- 
ever. He regretted that cause should have 
been given for the observations he had felt 
himself bound to make, and as deeply did 
he regret the excuse attempted to be made. 

Mr. PRonoK was not at the society’s last 
meeting, but he understood llie subject of 
heaiiach had been under discussion. Head- 
ach he conceived to arise from two causes ; 
the one, too great, and the otlier, loo small, 
a supply of blood to the brain, It would be 
unfair to suppose tliul any one could think 
headuch should be trealeil alike, whether it 
arose from the one or the other of these 
causes, 'i he persons most subject to dp/i- 
thwt tremm, were those most debilitated in 
habit ; and lie never could bring hinuself to 
believe that bleeding and slimulating— 
bleitding, as preparatory to llie use of aii- 
mulanls — could be good practice. He con- 
sidered giving stimulant 11 -not siicb stimuli 

as had produced the attack, but stiimilunta 
at otu e capable of supporting the nervous as 
w*ll as tlie urleriui avstem — the wisest 
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pve tlie ftcenstOTned stimuli— not simulta* 
ueously. When* he bad given 960 drops of 
opium in 78 hours, and vshere the patient 
was, at the end of this period, worse, rather 
than better, and, to ail appearance, must 
inevitably have died, he gave him £ve 
ounces and a half of ardent spirit in three 
hours, the patient, in all probability, hav- 
ing been in the habit of taking ten times 
the quantity, and he speedily recovered 
under such treatment. So ufso in many 
other cases. 

Mr. Cam. A WAV related cases, showing 
most decidedly ilie happy effect of the ud- 
minislraiion of the habitual stimuli over 
every other practice that could be had re- ; 
course to. i 

Mr, SnrnLEY approved of this plan of 
treatment. ' 

Dr. Rvan did not give tliis large quan- 1 
tity of opium to act as a sedatire, but he : 
gave it in stuall quuutities as a stimulant, ; 
which he firmly believed it to he when ad : 
nunistered in snch a way. He decidedly j 
considered bloodletting injuriou.i. I 

Mr. Kist.nos had met with rases where ! 
there was that state of infiumiuatioti exist- 1 
ing, that he coultl not have (iischarged his i 
duty had Ite not resorted to the lancet in 
tJie first instance, and, after a time, adminis- j 
tered stimuli. | 

Mr. KowAnns considered the use of^ 
ardent spirits previous to the attack, the I 
remote cause of deliriurn tremens ; but then i 
he looked upon the withhohling of it as the | 
proximate cause. In cases wliere the c»)U- 1 
stitution w'as not much inquiireti by a long i 
continuouce of dehaucii, and wltere there j 
was great irritability ami inflammation, be j 
should certainly extruci hlooti at the outset, 
and subsequently administer the accuailomt'd 
stimuli in sruall quantities. 

Dr. NViM tA.Ms was much surprised at the 
complexion of the di.scus^ion. It seemed to 
him as if ilin Soci<’iy thought liirre was 
only either brandy to be given bv wh;de- 
sale, or blooil U> be extracted by hrigsliemls, 
lu the cnur.'ie ot tiurty yeurs' pnu tire, he 
bad seen a gr( at many patients labounng 
under this (liheiis<', and by resorting to nei- 
ther me!iti> ns u slmidard pjactiee, he had 
very generuliy revoveied his pntir nts. He 
had neither bled )iy windesale, nor ke]it 
his pattt‘nt.s half tlrunk. ( l.uugiiter. ) 

Ihe lU ctstaAii, before tlie meiling 
broke up, was desirous of exhihiting to the 
•Society a flat lamet-formed trocar, with 
which he had that day perlortiit •! the oper.'i- 
tiott of porucentesta. He believed tlie in* 
stnunent to have been invented by i'l. 
Andral, but it was not snifieienily known. 

Several MembnrM ttlaied they bad never 
beoa ia the habit of using anv other sort of, 
truest. ’ I 

Mr, CstLAWAV was extremely happy | 


i that Uiis subject )iad been brought before 
; the Society, because it gave him an oppor- 
tunity of stating the inode be had lately 
adopted , whenever called upon to tap. The 
manner in which puncturing the abdomen 
had been, and was very generally at present 
peiforined, was extremely dangerous, as the 
recorded cases of injured intestine showed. 
The mode he had adopted, w'as by passing 
Ids finger down to the Unea alba, then very 
carefully introdudng a lancet into tlie cavity 
of the belly, untn he saw a small jet of fluid, 
then witbdraw'iug the lancet, and intro- 
ducing a female catheter. He said female 
catheter, and he had done so, becau.se it tras 
an instrument always 4t band ; but be w'US 
haring an instrumeni made very much upon 
the same principle as the female catheter, 
expressly for the purpose. He hod per- 
formed the operation a great many times, 
with the most perfect safety, in this way, 
and, in some cases, where the patient was 
lying in bed, unable to he placed in the erect 
po.viiiou • he hoped this practice would meet 
w ith the approbation of l.he ]>rofes$ioa, con- 
vinced Bs he was of its superiority, in point 
of safety, over the other. 


WESTMINSTER MI:D1CAI. SOCIETY, 
Och'/vr IB, 


Mr. Aiinott, in the Chair. 

nil eii Ain.MA7i*> AniinrBS. — nirnos or 
Ni w un u in>, — i AsK, or iisi UV HiA. — 
i j.einAHo.v «)i iiiu iH-vvi 1 s, and irkax- 

MIM. 

l iir CiiAiRMAV said— 'As tlie indiviJual 
I whose duty if is to take the clmir on this 
: occasion. I cunnot do so w iilmut first con- 
; graiiiiatnig you upon re-assemhliug here, 
i more especsully as 1 see many of those 
: members present to whom we owe the 
I means by wl.ich tliis Society exists. Other 
; Soeu ti« s have generally found it necessary 
; to hold out other iiuuieemttiis, by iiieatia, 
(fur iiistamt!, c!f a liliMiry* or reading-room, 
I for the attendance of liieir members ; and 
I where they ure simply composed of pupils, 
i it has nerasiouidiy been found requisite to re- 
I sort to tines for non-uttemlijiu'e ; but this 
Society liuUs it altogether unnecessary to 
Btiiipl any such meusutes. The xeal with 
wlm h the members bring forward Rubjecis 
for diseusMou is a sourt e of great gralifica- 
liuuto tlie practitioner, while at tlie some 
time it scarcely ever happens that all who 
«ie present do not derive considt ruble edil*^ 
ctiUun from thu debaU s that take plac(> upoii 
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practical subjects, conducted in this room 
witlj great ability, and certainly if they do 
not advance the science of truth, calculated 
invariably to correct error. During the last 
sessions, we had an admission of upwards of 
7» members ; our funds were without 
debt ; and, therefore, umler these ]wos|>ernus 
circumstances, 1 feel cerlain, that this year 
will be as successful and gratifung sis the 
last. 

A great part of the evef iug was occupied 
in moving and balloting fhr new otlicers. 

Dr. Barky, and H in nr. nr Mavo, Ksq.I 
were re*elected Presidents. 

Messrs Baki:r atyl Johnson, were re- : 
elected Secretaries, 

It was moved that Dr. Wiusri u be re- 
quested to remain 'I reasurer fortiie presmt 
year, llie Doctor was ubsent in cciise- ' 
quence ef a family affliction. 

A new (lomiartlee was likewise idected 
by ballot. 

It was moved that the thanks of the 
Society be conveyed personally hy Ur. Ar- 
nott, toH. WarbuTton. Ksij.for his able con- 
duct in the Chair, in the House of < ■onmioHs, 
in tlie Select Camiuittee upon Anatornv, and 
for bis polite attention iu transniittuig lu tjo* 
SiKiety a copy of the report. 

Mr. Dov< Hi/, read a paper to t’ic Sii^ i, , 
upon a case of iwAuno, which he loei no t 
WMth, and which he considered a very ol»- 
stiiiaie one, which he treatt ii sue* <;v-fallv, 
by the applicution of leechei*. lii*- wariu 
hath, and genlh* aperients. ll<' >ir (U,iit 
the case forward for the jmrpose of ubtaut- 
iiiag iufonnatiou upon U t.-'otu the Soc-riy, 

Mr. llcvr cotisiilcred reteulio}) of unne 


. ceralion of the bowels. She remained in the 
' hospital for six weeks after the subsidence 
• of the fever and the symptortis of olcera- 
j lion, and then died from a totally different 
cause. Pt« 5 ( nwrt«n examination abowed a 
! decided mark of ulceration of the btiwela 
' having existed, and a sort of cartilsginoua 
(Substance occupied the apace iu tlie gut, 
which bore such mark. The symptoms, 
calling life, of the ulceration, were great 
iiTitahility , exipiisite sensibility to the touch, 

, ami that peculiarity of tongue, W'hich im» 

^ pressed on the doctor’s mind, at least, Uie 
existence of ulceration, — not furred, but 
exceedingly red,—- giving the appearance of 
a raw bm f Btenk, and very dry. Theiew’tw 
also a flushed clieek, and tbc patient died 
ultimately of phthisis. 

Dr. 1 ,j:\ coiKsidt red the case related by 
f>r. Somerville to he wholly deslilute of any 
sympt'nus hy which the Society coultl justly 
come to the rDnclii*ifni, that ulceration of 
llie bowels had ever existed. No puriftinii 
di.'i'chartie hud ht*eu deteftcd, !U)r ufiy blood 
iiuxed lu the stools; if these had been found, 
coupled witii fifher circuinsttinces, then there 
might liave been sume pretence for saying 
ulceration had existed. 

Dr. Sdsu iu n.i.r. recommended, in enws 
where u{reT.nion was sup||Kised to exist after 
th“ »>owe‘.s wt-re once well cltaretl out, the 
ciif.vtaiit use of geiitie aperients, such as 
i .isuA-oii, or one or (wo grams of cutoniel 
111 comhinatioti with rhubarb. 

About hniitt dozen new members were :ul* 
mi'.ted, hioI the meeting hi.ikc up, 


any thing but of rare otcurrnm- ; on the 
contrary, it w’as to he met with daiiy . unii 
at every turn the practitioner loi/k. 1 nr- 
ther, he was di-sjuised ;o think wi’h a git-.it 
physician in tim ( iiy, that when- rrirMion 
of urine occurred, it indicated greater aft'm - 
tion of the hroin. If iliis were dm cas-, it 
Was most essential to know the treatmi-rit 
Iwst to be adoiited upon the first uppesiiance 
of ischuria. The liiseaM- a\b.h attnboied 
aomclimes to colds, and .-ometunes. and i*e 
inclined to think more justly, to an aflVcium 
of the uervotjx »v**tem. 

Dr, SoM» nvji ij wished to know whetlo-r 
it Wiii the opii.ntn of the Society, (hat uh »•- 
ration of the IkiwcIs was of more free, muft 
occurrence now than formerly ' lie had 
found it to be so. He was hkew t^e anxioii't 
to be informed, «heih» r it w„s rorihtdercd 


>T. IVAIUHOLOMIAVS HOSl’lTAL 

/->f > f Patienti nJjnilU'rt uwler tht Curt </ Mr. 
Furie, I h teVr I 7. 

i1/u*f/a;Vii*< ll iird, No. -T — .S. T., wtat. l(», 
gonorrho ii. 

No. 7. - -M. A., I' tat. 2 », coiiorrhfttt, 

I Mant, No, — .l ibit Jorna, a'tRt, 

It*, '.'tjnorrh'i .i, with joijMllury' eruption over 

the w ii-'le hodv. 

No. 7. -JonMNCoiirtady, letat. p>, necro- 
sis of til.- femur. 

i’tVaini'A ITfod, No. Itb- Jamea (.’amp, 
•etiit. !'(}, disi-iised bones ol the urrns. 

liaUivitu Hard, \ o. jUiam Acres 
i« tat, oil, tiiH.'Ust d b'Uidder. 

Vutktr » Hrtrd, ,Nu. 1 1 . — Robert .Muulc, 
ivtat. '»/, riiuorriul u and itch. 


there were any nm-«jmv;ieal marks, hy ' Itmd, No. :j,— A wn M'KkSll, 

whii h the first indication of uheration of . i* tat. ^o, diseased right knee, 
the bowehy couid be fieleefed, what (he I No. h. — .Mary f ord, letsl, .hJ, ulcentted 
tdear symptoms of iti preie-nce were, and ; ‘Jk'ht lei;. 

how far those sympiouis we:.; (iependent ; Xu. l‘b— Atm Denie, tt-t»t. At}, iWitHihg 
on cootinued fever ! A jiiitieiit m one of the left uxdla, wuh gvuml unessiMit. 
the bospitftls in town had continued fever, I FUtut^tihWVunl, u, — Mstv- Aun l««e. 

and she, st the seme time, laboured under ul- j '^'tttt* ht , vbscoi* of the right )«ig Md Uii|h« 
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No. lo.—Mttty Alttrt, a;Ut. 25, diteawd 
left knee. 

No. l^.—Mnrj'-Aun Penery, aUt. 1‘), 
diseased right knee. 

No. 13.— Surali Anderson, a*tat. 17, dis- 
eased right knee. 

Patmuiit Ward, No. Vf. — S. 8,, af!tat. 31, 
warts and gonorrha’a. 


forated by tlie Irepbinc?. There was great 
turgescence of all the vessels, and a &ght 
bloody eJiusion upon the. posterior part of 
the left hemisphere of the cerebrum, be- 
tween the dura mater and arachnoid mem- 
brane ; a slight watery effusion into the 
light ventricle; slight laceration on the 
under and posterior part of the right liemis- 


i\{). 5.— K. 11., a*tat. IB, warts and go*|phere, and the substance, withio a short 
uorrhern. ' fi]>ace around it^ more softened than natural ; 

No. (). — E. M., ivtat. 2(i, gonorrhn a. one of the cerebelib slightly tom, and blood 
No. 7.— K. 8., ii tat. 1‘), gonorrhoa, with ! effused into its substance, 
extensive excoriation of the Ihiglis, | The chest being next opened, a small 

Hand, Nos 4. — W. I )., a*lat. j effusion of blood appeared to have taken 

gonorrlnea, with extensive swelling of the : {dace into it. 1 be lungs were adhereat to 
p^'ois. I tlm abdominal parietes, and blood diffused 

I throughout their substance. 'J'here W'as, 


considerable layer of coagulated 


No..). — (j. 1,., ;etat. IB, gonorrhaa. 

No. 7.— 1). a '.at. o‘J, gonorrhoa pre- 
putii. 'blood under and close to the pubic arch, 

No. B. — J. !l., ;etal. ;i0, seeoiuhiry symp- 1 Upon opening the spinal ennai, about an 

toms. jounce of blootiy serum was found effused 

No. 1(*. — J. W., .elut. IP, chancre and : along the medulla sjjinalis within Uie theca, 

discharge. as hu ns tlie caudu equina. A very con- 

• siderahle (juantity of dark*coloured blood 
exsF OF (ONccs^ioN, m t iMii Ni SO, \M. iwas detected. ttUmg the caudaequina.be* 
HI vru, jtwH'eii the bony case and the theca. The 

-Tlmrnton.wuu. i:Un slender lH>v,was*''«''^‘'‘*' ^ sustained much 

uduuued into Luke's U ardbeiwto n six «nd ;'"i«0^ frmiUT& was traceable 

.seven o’clock in (he evening of the oth ol . 

October, under the care of .Mr. Vinemt. ’ 

The Iku- wss a labourer, and had b. vu ' 

nssititing it» liic erei tion of a house in .few»n I os iiit ei scit at ofaHIstv 

Street, from which he fell to the ground a ; 

heighth of iwenty-rn e feet, lie was tukt n | Maitv Smith, a-tat. 44, was admitted 
uj», uiid brougltt !■ ihe ho.spital in u state of into Kuith'.s.wartl, under the care of Mr, 
fo rfeit in.sensihilitv. Ills hreatlong was l-awrence, on the ^^id of September, with 
(lifhcuU and afeitorous, lie had nut vonui- ••welling anil acme it.llamaiaiion of the right 
ed, Mr. Stanley att» nded ahi-ut seven hand and wrist, con.^^quenl on a puncture in 
o’clock ; and from the syrnploms. he ciui- t5*<’ palm with a rusty needle, inflicted on 
sidered tiiere must have bet n. if not de the preceding day. The hinh is in a very 
pression, a fracture of the buM <d't!ie skuii. inflamed state and exquaitely painful. VS. 
Under tbj.N iiupreshjon lie Uumghi proper to «d ’i, x*. ; hirud xxiv. foment; papar. et 
divide the scttip. Hiid to reimot- purl of the cat. pants pn.s!ea. 

•superior portion of llie riglit panota! bom*. | 1,1 Caltwi, <^r.\v , 

He imagined bltanl must have been difftoied ■ Jtihtp, gr. sij. ; .<iumBt stotim. 

below iliiMluru lumev, t»r t*etwei-n it and the : ‘-M. Has been exceedingly rcstloss ; at 

bone. After the irt jibine hud been applied, time.s delirious, with a wj|*l and staring ex- 
no depreshton nor djfl'u.'-iou was observable, prt-s^ion. The pain extends up the whole 
noi was any relief ajlojfd to lie* patient, ! <'f the foe arm, and the layers of ubsorlreuta 
The divided i»:vtTi? of the M ulj* were ilieti ! on tlje irutenial aspect of the extremity much 
hrouglil togi tlirr, a c<dd evupurnt’ng lotion ; inflamed ; pulse iot!. The liend ordered to 
ordered to be kept to the head, and crtUouel . be shaved, ami Id ounces of blood more to 
and jalap to be adniinistered. i be taken from the srin. 

7. He was not id*le (o swallow tlit*. niedi- 1 he leeches have been applied sg^ttin, 

cine until eight o'clock tins morning, the delinum ha.s euiireh' subsided, ami tbe 
During the forenoon, the pulse was scatct'ly ; luflamuiion much abated, though there is 
percfiptilde, (be brealliing became mure ; eonsideraMe pain in the hand, and the lem- 
difllcnit, the bowels were not iuoved, and ^peralure of the purl unnaturally great, 
he died at ibriur o'clock. j Oct. :5. Pus has formed and burrowed 

i. . . r • under the palmer fascia. Mr.Lawrencein- 

lost-AhrUm l^ammrnm, |troduced a lancet, and about an ounce of 

Ttiis was conducted, twentv-femr hours ; health) mutter escaped. 
afteC death, by Mr. Wonnald. No fracture i The patient has continued doing welU 
was detected in any part of the skull. 1 he land left the Hospital this moruin|; almost 
dunt ibat^rdid not appeario have been per- j entirely free from pain or iucouvenieuce. 
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j Jjis dozen apprentices— there we suspect is 
I the opposition. 

ST. THOMAS S HOSPIiAL. j j„ jj,j, surgical department the abuses 
, ! runtinue. 'i'he surgeons attend as usual on 

I the same days, and nominaliy at tlie same 
TALUCOTIAN oi’EnATiox, 1011 THE von* hours, the Senior Surgeon UBually arriving 
MATiON or A NEW NOjjE. j after one o’clock and the anatomical lec- 

^ T. , .. , 'tore commencing at two o’clock. Surely 

Mr. Green, on Friday last, P<^i‘'«rracd >» 

the Taliacoliaa operation for the formation j 
of a new nose. The patient, a young man, 
had lost his nose from .syphilis, and was ex- 
ceedingly anxious to have the deformity 


remedied, 'i'he operation was elVected by j 
cutting out a triangular portion of skin from j 
the forehead, bringkig it down, twisting it,j 
and applying the cut edges to the sides of' 
the original situation nftlie nose, a kind of 
groove being previously formed on each side, 
and also at the lower part, for the rcceptiuu 
of the skin, The parts were held in their 
situation by four sutures on each side, and 
two at the lower part. 1 here was not much 
blood lost in the performance of the opera- 
tion, which occupied nearly one hour. 

'I’he parts were dressed by Mr. (ireen on 
Tuesday the and there is reason to 

suppose that the operation will be success- 
ful— adhe.sion having taken place to some 
extent. 'I'he artificial nose was of a natural 
colour and temjieratuie, but reailily parted 
with its heat on exposure to air. During 
the process of dressing, u small artery bU-d 
from the side of tiie artiticial iiose--i!iisMr. 
Green remarked was good evidence of vi- 
gorous ciiculution. 

We shall note the. progress of this inter- 
esting case. 

Oa the same day with t)»e j>receding o; e- 
ratiou Mr. Green divided a permuiient stric- 
ture of the urethra, at the perineum. 

It 18 gratifying to fitul that our remarl' « 
on the want of attention tu the iritcp-sts nf 
the pupils, have etih/ ted s -me r<-f.iiru a? 
this ilospitiil. We observe that th- re is 
now' a board in the surgery on whieli tin- 
post-mortem e.vaini)iutious ar-- nnliili-d, un-i 
the ins|H'Cfit>ns at present are (niidurled 
with regularity, i uriher, wo li.'oler.-.utid 
that it is in contemjdation i.> make som- 
change in the vi.sils of the J'hysicjaas, all oi 
■whom, be it oh.seivcd, umh r Ibe pre.v- at 
regulations, make thejr roiiiidj, on the s.»ijie 
days, 'l'ufc.sday» and Saturdays, and at l!ie 
same hour — tonscfjiieiitiy the p»j-;l loses 
two-thirds of what he has p od f’»r— and we 
again remark, what hi; js rr-U only moialiy 
but /egaf/y entitled to. Dr. Hoots. <ori 
whobu appoinuueiit totiie siumtioH of I'hy- 
Rician, we simjereiv con^rKiulttte ih- stu- 
dents,) wu are aware has iabaoied hard to 
effect a change, — but w'e are told it would 
grcRtiy inconvenietice the aputhccary 'and 
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< rsE or roi'im'Ai. am iuism — opera- 
llON or TVINO 11II; ILMullAl. AUVEIIV, 
liV S.H A. ( AUl.lSl.E, 

Tins operation was performed on 9lh of 
August, urrder the following circumstances; 
liu- patient, a man, 4(i years of age, of 
fidl habit of body, had been accustomed to 
drink a very large (juanliiv of liquor, was 
admitfed into this llosjiilal, on account of 
a juilsaiiiig s'.vuling in tlie right pojiliteul 
.S]>uce, 

He staled, on admi.ssion, that he perceived 
a small svveliiiig in tlie hamslring about two 
months preiioimly, who h occasioned a con- 
sih-rable deal of pain ; he also felt ustitl'iiesa 
ill the kuec-joii.t afiiT a little exertion, and 
fi; (jUvutly expeneiu'iMl cramp in the limb, 
ll<- li;!.l bteu a solilier for sevirul ymis, had 
sen a great deal of service, and had used 
cons;derah!(} ext-rtum during that period of 
life, but had (juittini Ids avocati oi for two or 
ilot e ye;u.s. He vvas not consi. ions of hav- 
ing received nny injury in thtkt jitifl during 
the wliole cuurHO, of las Career. I liefe was 
Hr lirni j.ulsating tumour in the popliteal 
.'Sjiace, rather larger than a jugeon’a egg, 
lia* pulsafi.ui;, of this swidling were com - 
pielelv dieeki-d, hv making pressiiro UjiOU 
t.he t: luoial avter\ at the uppi.r juu t of the 
lldgh : and c.-ritinuiiig this prcs.^ure for 
.'.‘■oim- < 'UiMiit raldf lime. iIjc tumour hecume 
I u-.sid rabiy dim!;;!' he*!, He lemutned in 
the hosjijiid ailou: u Week bi lore the ojMrrti- 
, tiun was perfiu liicii , (iuring that time 
lee- !u s were app! e,| !o ilie km-e, uml g4 
oum: -:..f blood Were tnkeii from hm arm at 
■ two di!! retit p liou-. 

i Sir A. Guriislc performed the operation 
! on the Ptli of AuguMt. I iisiead of making the 
; usual io.'^itudinul incisnui, he pinched Up 
lilt' coim-ieri inte^niiients, and pushed ti 
laiim iliniugh them, at the »ain« 
i.rnc cutting upwards and outwards ; tim 
n astm the Icurncd I'lesidi til gave was, tliot 
:in makin., tlie jon pLudiiml inciaion, ihu 
I operator is fteipicntly ohiiged to elongtttvil, 
i which cauaea u great tleul of pain to ihtt pa- 
tient , howuvor, beforo the opetatiou ww 



KPIDEMY AT PARIS. 


nry 


fiiiiahffd, Sir Anthony was obliged to elon- j 
gate his ; to his great mortification, after | 
having preached a long sermon to the pupils j 
on \mimproved method of doing the incision, ! 
after a groat deal of groping, to which he is j 
so mu cl) averse, he found the vessel, 'i’liere i 
was a small nerve passing in front of the! 
artery, which w'as separated, and in doing; 
tins, the femoral vein was wounded, which i 
iroduced a considerable bleeding. A single ; 
igature of silk w’us applied to the artery, ■ 
nud the wound closed by strips of adhesive j 
plaster. After all, to use our former Ian- j 
gauge, when we noticed the case, “ it was, i 
ill fact, an Uysteriim operation.’* We saw | 
him in about an hour after the operation ; j 
his pulse was 7(1, and tin? heat of the limb 
HT"’ of Farenheit. lie had been ordered the 
following mixture : — 

iiulphate of magnesia^ 5 ij . j 
J t fusion (f roses , 5 vj . 

Aug. 11. Sleeps very badly; complains 
of a great deal of pain in the limb, which 
is much increased upon pressure being 
niado in the groin. He was ordered to take 
two table, spoonfuls of the following medi- 
cine every four hours; — 

Suitcarltonate of ammonia, 1 scruple ; 
Aromatic powder, half a drachm ; 
Peppermint water, U ounces. 

15. Pain still continues ; there evidently 
exists an iuflaniination of the vein ; his 
countenance appears very anxious, and he 
has entirely lost Ida appetite. He was or- 
dered to be bled to twelve ounces ; his me- 
dicine was changed to tlie following ; — 

CariMmate (f }>otash, one scruph' ; i 

i>pyup if orange perl, half a drachm ; ' 

yJutimonud nine, 15 drops ; j 

Ifatrr, -1 ounce.s; ! 

to be taken the same as the former. 

U>. Still continues in the same state ; 
was bled yesteidny to oigljt ouiu es ; a slight 
ha rnorrhage ocourrid from the iiudsitm this 
moriiing, which was soon clieeked. His 
medirmc was again ulleied to the follow- 
ing ;-~ 

Carbonate of ammonia, 2 drachms. 
Tincture of henbane, 1 drachm and a halt. 
Water, eight ounces — 

1 ounce every 1 hour:., with lemon-juice. 

PuUc to-day about 100 ; leg very painful 
below knee ; complains of cramp in the 
calf of the leg. 

21. Since our former report, he lias been 
gradually improving; no pain in the inguinal 
region; appetite pretty good; pulse 01. 
Me continued in much the saihc slattr till 
the beginning of .September, when morti- 
iication of the calf of the leg ensued a few 
days prior to his death. 


Seetio cadaveris. 

Nothing particular appeared upon open-, 
iog the abdomen. On cutting down to the 
artery which was diseased, the veins evi- 
dently appeared to have been highly in- 
flamed ; several inches of the femoral vein, 
w'liich was pierced during the operation, 
had completely sloughed away, an ini* 
iiiense ab.scess had formed in the adjoining 
parts, and some of the muscles had suffered 
in the same luarm^ as the vein. 


IIOPITAL m: LA CIIARITE. 


m’lor.MV. 

A VERY remarkable affection has lately 
been observed in the Infirmerie de Marie 
Thfrese, Hue d’Flnfer ; it seemed for a long 
time to be confined to this establishment, 

: but has luUerly shown itself in other hos- 
' pitals ; its apparent epidemic nature, and 
■ the seventy of its symptoms, claim the at- 
tention of the medical public. 

; Five patients of this kind were admitted 
I at the Charite under M. Coyol ; one of them 
'died, one was cured, the three others are 
i still in the hospital. 

! Case! . — i'he first patient, a man 84 years 
of age, a servant of the Uosjiice de Marie 
l'h( rcse, was on the 4th of June, without any 
previous cause, seized with shivering and 
frequent vomiting, violent headach, sore 
throat and pains in the eyes, witli an oede- 
nmtous Bwelling of the eye-lids, and face, 
lileoding, leeches to the lomplesand throat, 
and low diet, ]>r<)duced no alteration, and 
j the patient continued in this state for about 
la fortnight, when a remission seemed to 
' lake place ; this was, however, all on a siid- 
s den, followed by very violent shooting pains, 

1 which ran like tire through the whole body, 
tind, lastly, became fixed in the hands and 
; fort, where they caused tm intolerable seii- 
saliou of pricking and formication. This 
new symptom, which at first was scarcely 
adverted to, soon took an alarming charac- 
ter ; the patient lost all jmwer of holding 
himself upright ; the pain became very' vio- 
lent, especially during the night, and de- 
prived him of all rest. I'he physicians of 
the Hospice, of whom M. Cnyol it one, sus- 
pected nil aflection of the spinal chord, and 
ordered cupping and blisters along the spine, 
but without any efiect. 'I'he patient was 
now transferred to liie Charlie ; at this pe- 
riod ho was almost completely deprived of 
motion ; he could, with the greatest dif- 
ficulty, heud the knee, but was not able to 
extend it ; the arms were a Utile more free, 
but so extremely sensible, that the least 
touch caused convulsiuns. The shooting 
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pain had in some de^ee subsided, but had sation in tbe hands and feet, withdut any 
exacerbations ; the buraing; heat and prick- previous symptom. When udmi lied into 
ing aensHtion in the hands and feet, couti* tlie hospital she could walk, but with some 
nued without any remissioQ ; Uieie was no difficulty; the sensibility and muscular 
fever, the head was free, and the appetite power of the hands were so deranged, that 
good. M. Cayol applied some moxas on she could not take hold of any thing. Dur- 
the lumbar region, but iu vain. As some ing the night tlie intense pain, cranips in 
of the symptoms evidently had ati intermit- tlie feet, and formication, deptived her of all 
tent type, tlie sulphate of quinine was re- rest ; in the day time all the symptoms were 
sorted to, but, as well as large doses of slighter; the face, had not beeu swelled, 
opium, proved useless. On the i*:>d of but tl^e eyes were very painful ; the skin 
August, the patient wasfn tlie same condi- was of a dark earthy colour; the menses 
tion as when he entered the hospital ; he hud remained regular, and the appetite and 
had been using, for o few days, sulphureous j digestion were good. Refbre her entrauco 
baths. The epidermis of the hand and feet into the hospital, she had beeu bled, ami 
had desquamated iu large pieces. j used warm baths, but w'iiliout any eiTect ; 

CuseS. — T he second patient was a char- j in tbe hospital, her conditiou has very 
coal burner, -K) years of age, who had lived ina ! slowly improved; the seivsihility of the 
very unhealthy quarter. .Sickness, .shivering, i hands is apparently soniewdial restored ; the 
swelling of the face, hail, as in the former | epidermis of the hands and feet has de8i[iia- 
case, been the first .symptoms. He, as well i mated ; but in the latter, tbe intolerable 
as his wife and daughter, who were affected ! pricking sensation remains muliminished. 
in the same manner, ascribed their illness | Case h . — The fifth patient is 29 years of 
to the miserable life wliich tlu y led, and j age. .Some monlJia before she entered the 
continued their work ; withiu a short time, | hospital, her menstrual flux was siippressiMl 
however, the acute pains iu the limbs, the Uy »n emotion of mind, after which she 
pricking sen.sation and burning heat in the ; felt indisposed, and was soon seized with 
bands and feet, and debility, increased to ! shivering, heat, lu aJach, a very trouble, 
such a degree, that after Ituving been iu Uome congli, burning puin.s, and spasmodic 
this condition for two months and a half | c.mtracfions of the lirnb.'i, which had exacer* 
without any medical attendance, they ap- 1 hafnm.s of three (j unr ter.s of an hour, ternii- 
plied for admj.ssiou at ,1 hospital. \Vheti : ruiting in vomiting. During the inter- 
the man entered the Charite, he was in surb ‘ missions the patient was much fbligoeij, hut 
a state as to afford very little hope Mfreto- 'ffit only l!i»* fortnication in the hunds aiid 
very ; his extremities were wasted and ' feet. The i.km was of a dark earthy 
fecliy motionles.s ; the .skin wa.s of an eiiithv colour, the face swelled, and the eyes were 
colour, and covered with f«rfuruceous.s< ales : ! very painful. When the paUent cr»iered the 
the face wa.s not 8wei!i. d, but the eye> pain- i bospual, tie* cough bad sub, sided, but :ill the 
ful and watery ; the fever wins sligijt, but ; uthi-r symptoms persisted, and every nn'rn- 
the patient complained of pains in the ehe.-t,| in.: a piiroxysm of pain anti convuUions slilJ 
W'ilh a troublesome cot]!j!i, and en abuiidiint , takes plice. preceded bv nhiveririg. Inder 
viscous expectoration. He was twice bled, j the us<* of opium, and the .siiljdule of qiii- 
and look large duaes ol' fattarised antimony ; j nim , >15. • seeins to be slowly recovi rin';.''. 
but the dyspna'a increased, and he d;ed. ' A t 'he sitfin.; of the Veadneo /ho/ule dr 
'Tilt* longs were found lo allhy, their poste- i f/rr/«*jur, on tho goth of .Vngust, M.l iiomtl 
rior part only was gorged with a dark-co- 1 called the attention of the meuilwrs to tin? 
loured betid serum; the iieart wa.s (iuhnv | epidcmv now* prevailing in l*ati.s, and which 
and softened; the liver [.ale and con- 1 we have pist fl.-st nhed. 1 1 appears to him 
Iracted in a remarkable manner, so t.hat the 1 that this ili«- ase ttf’f.-ct!i, at the same limu, 
right and left lobe were nearly in confacl , I Ih.* dig. >tM- or the inusnilur system, 
the bile in the galb bladder wa» very hquid ; l:ind the skjn : ;U first, thetv serins to 

the spleen enlarged to double tlu* ruitura! i he an “ irritation ciotr-.. intevtinale,” whjoh 
size. TTc other organs were perfecriy is, however, soon (.-.iti-rerreil to the extre- 
bealthy. uiiti- h; the ino>it r.oniiikiih'.e svinotonis arc. 

CasI:,'?.— I n the third pulient the affec* th.* violent pe riodical in tl.e limbs, 

(ion was bill slight ; no precursory syinplums the formication m the hands and fee t, ami 
bad beeu f.bserved ; (he face was swelled ; the uflVrtion of f lie skin ; the latter bet omwi* 
tbe formication and heal in the hands and of uu earthy bluek colour, is corfsiuciably 
feet were moderate. '1 he patient recovrn d liiiekeiied, and, lastly, de.squamute!* in 
under the use of crioling aperienti, the epi- large pieces ; tlie diAea.se is, iw yet, confined 
derraia of the exlrtmiilics having desqua- t > the Tauhour,; St. (iermain ; at leant 
mated. tln-re is no nutame known of ii« haviug 

Casx 4.— This patient is a female, tliirty- occurred on tlie rij;l*t side of the Seine, 
three years old. and has been ill for uo Newly ihirty individuals have been affected 
mootiii; she felt the heat and pricking sen- in the Hospice do Mane I hcriie ; itt Uie 
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hoapituls Val de Grace, llutel-Dieu, and in 
the Charite, several cases have been oh* 
served. A committee has been apjiointed 
to inquire into the nature and the causes of 
this aftection. 

At the sitting of the de Mcdecine 

Pratique, on the 4th of September, several 
of the members reported cases of this epi- 
demic affection, whicli, till now, has been 
treated in very different ways, but, as it 
appears, without any great effect. It seems i again seized with pain in the abdomen, and 
to be of a very chronic nature, and of an [with shivering; *os uteri was dilated, 
asthenic character, although the llroussamia, I and from it a fmtus of two inches, with an 


embryo was discovered ; and, on exami- 
nation, the os uteri was found contracted 
and rigid. From this time the pain sub- 
sided, and the patient seemed to 1^ slowly 
recovaring, when the uterine discharge, 
which, after the expulsion of the placenta, 
had changed into a pale serum, began to 
have a very offensive smell ; and, on the 
evening of the twelfth day, after the di.s- 
charge of the placenta, the patient was 


of course, here also see their gastro- 
enterite. 

Several cases of the disease in question , 

hare been observed in the Hotel Dieu,I^Jtmm.de Progr, 
under M, Recaraier, who is decidedly 
against its being founded on gastro* in lesti- 
nal irritation ; he considers it rather as 
analogous to scurvy, and accordingly recom- 
mends acids, tonics, and fresh air. which, 
indeed, seem to have had more effect than 
any of the other remedies employed. 

[We arc somewhat surprised that the 
French practitioners hitherto seem to have 
eptirely overlooked the striking analogy be- 
tween this epidemic affection, and the dis* 


umbilical chord of sixteen lines in length, 
was removed in a state of complete putre- 
faction. The patient gradually recovered,— 


ITCH TBEATEO WITH CHLOUinE OF MUE. 

liy W. Johnson, Esq, 


To the Editor of Tim Lancet. 

Dear Sir, — Well knowing your promp- 
.... , I titude and willingness in communicating to 

ase called rajthama, m its chrome form, I t]ie medical world any improvement in the 
wlMch, in the middle of last century, w*as ot science of medicine, I beg leave to send 
such frequent occurrence, but since, that you the following cases of itch, (the scabies 
lime seems to have almust completely dis- jof WUlavi,) which were speedily, safely, and 
ujipeared.} | permanently cured by the chloride of Ume, 

' ■ ■ as prepared by Mr. Frederick Fincham, of 

niM.iRkuiii; (ASK 01 AiiORTioN. 'Manchester. If you deem the cases worth 

! insertion, vou will much oblige roe bv giving 
Mndame N., of a nervous temperament, , a place in your highly useful peri- 
being in llie second montli of her . 


C^»Modical. 
jiregnaiicy, w'us, in {'onaequoiice of over- j 
exertion, st'iKcd with violent vomiting, i 
w'hich could only be subdued by the great- * 


I am, Sir, 

Your obliged servant, 

W. Jon N SON. 


e»i abstinence. In the third month, riie j ^Vailingion Gottage, I.vnn, Norfolk, 
was suddenly attacked with pains in the j - Oct. b ItUd, 
lumbar and utcriue region, which gradually | 

increa.sed, and, at last, were accompanied | r.li/.alH*th Fenly, a widow, of the parish 
by ndischarge of blood from the vagina. On ; of l otieuliiU, and hersix children, all caught 
('xaminalion, ihe neck of the uterus was ' tin* rank itch, (scabies papuUformis,) and, 
iound somew hat dilated. The practitioner j at the suggestion of Mr. Henry Fincham, 
applied ligatures to one srm and leg as a ; w ho had several limes cured the mange in 
Hubsfiiuie for Idet'ding, wdiich, from tin* -dogs and horses with the chloride of lime, 


great weakness of the patient, sjipenred in- 
admisaihle, and, at the sunu* time, siua- 
pisms to tim arm, and cold fomentations to 
the abdomen. Hy Ihes** means a transitory 


I ventured to give it a trial in the above- 
named cases, and, to my great satiafaetion, 
I found the disease instantly give way. 
After tbe first application, the intolerable 


relief was obtHined ; the pains abnied a | and characteristic itching went off, and all 
little, but the discharge of fluid and gnimmis i the patients enjoyed, what they had not 
blood continutHl. A few nights afterwards, jdoiie before for some weeks, a good night’s 
after violent pain in the belly, and during 'rest. It should be observed that no other 
the attempt to make watei, a soUd body i medicine, either during or after the appli- 
was expelled, whkh was found to be a pla- j cation of the chloride of lime, waa exhibited, 
cehta ol three months, in a healthy state and so that the disease was cured lolaly bv tho 
jk without uuy sign of decamposiUou ; its , agency of that powerful liquid. The follow- 
umbiUcal chord was only an inch in lengtlu ; iug is the mode 1 adopted : it being warm 
In tlk blood, which, at the samo time, was weather, 1 made a bath of one part ehlo- 
dischurged ia considerable (juantity, no ride, and six patU water } in this I had the 



128 
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patients iininersod for about ten minutes 
every day, and after the second application 
of the bath, the patients felt no more of the 
disease. However, as a further security, 
I directed them to go into the bath four 
times more, which they did ; whether they 
would have been cured by the lirst two 
bathings, or not, I am not prepared to say. 
The hath was easily constructed ; a common 
washing-tub was sufficient ; 1 had the bath 
slightly warmed by heitet^ng a portion of it 
every day, and adding it to the whole. A 
better way would be to add clean hot water, 
with a little fresh chloride, throwing about 
the same quantity of the old out every day. 
I am of opinion, that sponging tlie body 
diligently wilii the tepid chloride of lime 
and water in the above proportions would 
answer the purpose. 

The eflfect was so decided in tlie above 
iaveterate cases of scabies, that I am in- 
duced to indulge tlie hope that the chloride 
of lime bath will he found hereafter a most 
useful, cleanlijf and cheap application in all 
Bcabid, porriginous, and impetiginous erup- 
tions. While speaking of the valuable 
properties of chloride of lime, I cannot 
avoid bearing testimony to its very great 
utility, as a lotion in mercurial sore mouth, 
in the proportion of sixty, srveut 3 ’,or eighty 
parts water to one of chloride ; 1 have 
found it singularly beneficial in ulcerated 
sore tbroat, particularly where there has 
been much feetor, and a typhoid tendency. 

All manufacturers of the cldorule of lime 
do not make it of the same strenyth ; but as 
Mr. Frederick Fincliain is careful to make 
his of one specific and uniform strength, 
if his chloride is used, tlie proportions 
liere given may invariably be depended 
upon. 


ABCSES IN “T. BAmirotOMEw's. 

To the Edilar of The Lancet, 

Sin, —To effect a salutary reformation in 
any abusive system, it is requisite to expose 
the disadvantages attending its continuance, 
and likewise to explain the remedies best 
calculated to bring about its non- existence. 
I beg, therefore, to be allowetl, through the 
efficient medium of Tjje Lancei , to submit 
the following to the disjiassiouule considera- 
tion of the Bartholomew’s surgeons and 
dressers. Almost invariably, as on last 
Saturday, when Mr. Lawreuce secured the 
extremities of the radial and ulnar arteries 
for an injury to the forearm, many in- 
dividuals of the great number of assembled 
pupils, completely lost tim benefit of wit- 
nessing distinctly the process of the Ojvera- 
lion, in consequence of the congregated 
heads of the " privileged few,” Now, as 


no essential utility can accrue from the con- 
tinuance of this unnecessary nuisance of 
clubbing craiuams, not only to the evident 
disadvantage of even themselves, but also 
to the total and unqualified exclusion of all 
the other pupils who may not be so fortu- 
nate as to purchase the right of occupying 
the operating portion of the theatre, I would 
humbly suggest the propriety of confining 
to the first, and, if necessary, second bench, 
the dressers, merely retaining as many ns 
shall be required for the convenience and 
expedition of the operation, selecting those 
in regular succession from their own body ; 
thus securing to themselv'es their “just 
and lawful ” prerogative, while it confers an 
incalculable benefit on their less fortunate 
fellow labourers. Nor will it be too much 
to expect, that tire individuals alluded to, 
whose otherwise gentlemanly deportment 
and professional acquirements entitle them 
to respect, will obligingly concede in cour- 
tesy and good fellowship, what ought to have 
been in justice demanded as a right. The 
slightest progress towards the attainment of 
this truly desirable object, will be grate- 
fully felt, and acknowledged by, Sir, for self 
and friends, 

Yours, respectfully, 

A SenEHEii, 

Oct. 15, 1828. 


LITF.R.A RY INTELLUiENCK, 

T)r. Richard Bright of Guy’s Hospital, 
has been for some time engaged in prepar- 
ing for (he jiress, a second volume of his 
Medical Reports. 

])r, Korsicr is printing, at the Chelmsford 
press, an F.ssny on some Remarkable Effects 
from Change of Air ontlie intermittent Fever 
of that County } the result of many years’ 
research. 
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I.ECTURE III. 

Cmmtsof th Wmb — Ccontinuetl.) 

UmhUicai Cord, — 'I’liH Actus, C(?ntlemen, 
is put into connexion with the j)lucenta, by 
means of wbnt is called tlie umhilicnl cord, 
short, generally, iu the ovum of animals, and 
longer, proportionally, in the human ovum, 
though its length is liable to much variety. 
An average measure of this cord may be about 
two feet. Dr. Haighton met with a funis 
■which -was not more than six inches long. 
Mr. Lloyd, a gentleman formerly associated 
with this class, in one instance found the 
cord Hiirroundiug the neck of the Actus, as 
many as six times, whence you may infer, 
that its length was by no means inconsider- 
able. Mr. Briggs, in onotber case, found 
Ibcs chord coiled around the neck seven 
times } and 1 think a case similar to this is 
put on record by the celebrated French 
practitioner INlauriceau. 1 know not that 
any serious inconvenience results from the 
extraordinary brevity of the funis, except- 
ing, perhaps, that if you lay hold of the 
child, and drag it too far from the mother 
immediately after birth, you incur the risk 
of prematurely detaching the placenta by^ 
a sudden pull, and may in this way give rise 
to hmmorrhage, not to add, that if the adhe- 
sion of the placenta be firm, so as to prevent 
deiftchraent, the sudden etForl might, per- 
baps, occasionally invert the uterus. Hence 
||he ^ propriety of th« rule which Lhefore pre- 
namely, that us soon ns the child 
Mtet/i tlie world, you ought to keep its ab- 
as close at jiossibla to tlia genitals 
of the mdtlieS', till you fiud by o little exo- 1 


mination, whether the cord be or not of the 
ordinary length. 

If the umbilical cord is much longer than 
ordinaiy, there is always* a risk, lest in the 
fo.m of a loop it should lie forth in the va- 
gina before birth, an accident which is pre- 
vented by' its being coiled round tlie neck 
or limbs of the child. If the cord lie forth 
in tliis manner, as already explained to you, 
the danger to the foetus ^comes very con- 
siderable, for the vessels becoming com- 
pressed when the head descends among the 
bones of the pelvis, and the circulation being 
in this manner arrested, at a time when re- 
spiration cannot proceed, the child dies in 
the uterus, suffocated. To prevent this, it 
was formerly' recommended that a piece of 
sponge should be procured, and that this, 
together with the cord, should be pressed 
into the uterus, provided tliis may be ac- 
complished without violence or risk of lace- 
ration ; the sponge (to prevent the descent 
of tlie cliord a second time) being left in. 
the uterus, to be afterwards expdled by 
the pains, iu conjunction with the pla- 
centa. 

No nerves have been detected iu the um- 
bilical cord, although they have been sought 
for with great diligence ; and I cau state, 
from my own observations, that this part 
seems to be wholly destitute of sensibility, 
in respect to both the mother and the 
hetua. No large lymphatic trunks have 
been found there : there is reason to be- 
lieve that lymphatics are wanting altoge- 
ther in the’ placenta, and, therefore, w*e 
should not expect to find them in the 
funis. 

It seems, then, that the umbilical cord is 
in its composition exceedingly simple, made 
tip, apparently, of tlie vessels, a cellular web, 
tilled with a sort of gelatinous material, and 
by which cellular -web those vessels are 
bound together, and of a membranous 
sheath, or prolongation of the chorion, here- 
after to be spoken of, and w'hich gives a 
covering to the cord from one extremity to 
the other. Of this membrane you may ob- 
serve the thinuess, the smoothness, the. 
firmness, when you are bringing away the 
placenta ; for when you lay hoUlof the funis, 
this membrane is ly ing in your hand* 

‘ M 
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The blood* vessels, of which the umbilical sertion is commonly central, though it some- 
cord is in part composed, are, in tlie human times unites with the placenta at the mar- 
ovum, three; one large umbilical vein, (when tJiu, or intermediately. And this 1 tlie 
fully distended, nearly as big ns the little rather wish you to notice, because when 
linger,) and two smaller arteries—theumbi* the itisertiou of the cord is maigipa), as in 
licals, of which 1 formerly had occasion to this preparation, you might he led to ima- 
speak. Those vessels, in general, do not take gioe that one-half of the placenta had lieen 
a direct, but a more or less serpentine torn away, tbc other half still remaining in, 
course, and, in some instances, they are the uterine cavity, 
very ranch contorted. In the cord of the An eccentric msertion of the cord at the 
mare, us 1 am informed, the veins, like the abdominal extremity is more rare, and yet 
nrtteries, are two in number. In the funis now and then even this variety is observod, 
of the calf, besides the tilood- vessels, there the cord springing, us in this preparation 
is another canal called the urachus, which shown, from the one or otlier side of tlx? 
leads from the bladder along the cord into abdomen. 'J'he point i.s curious, Init in u 
u peculiar membranous receptacle, the allan- practical view' it seems to be of small obste- 
tm, of which I shalj hereafter speak, and trie import, 
which seems to contain much of tlie urine of 

tJie fatal animat. In the funis of the puppy, hnvlucre. — In the same way as the rliick 
we find a single artery ami vein arising from is inclosed in the shell, the human ftclus, 
the mesentery inosculating with the vessels, too, is shut up in a bog, or cyst, lliis cy.>t 
there passing along the umbilical cord, and containing the water, in which lltu t inld 
ultimately breaking up into o large number Hoots, for, in our origin, w'e are all of us 
of capacious capillaries, which ramify, with aquatic. In general the number of the cy.stH 
great minuumess, over a very delicate mem- corre.sponris with the number of fu;iu.st‘s, 
brane called the tunica enitkmdes. though tin's is nor. invariable, for wlu ii llicie 

Upon the umbilical cord we sometimes are two fmtuses you may have a idnglceyel 
meet with knots, and, if 1 may confide in only, tins being" touimoa to boili, and ni 
reports received, sometimes two or three the opiuion of .vome observers, iliis c‘>ninin- 
koota may be found upon the cord at once, nity of receptar ie is by no meiuis infreiimml, 
I\lr, Rogers, an American, and a .student Tliert* is an ativimtago* to ilu? fmtus, how'- 
at these Hospitals, iofurnKul me, that at ever, in having u receptacle, or an apart- 
NewYork, a case had occur ed where three merit of its own, because it flien heconies 
hmis were on the funis, and yet, notwith- more secure against ai i.mlents. In Iwfo 
standing those knots, injection could be gestation, in die earlii r rnunihs, it some- 
thrown from one end of the cord to the | times happens, ihut tlie membrane, being 
other without difliculty. To Dr. Hunter 1 tendei, gives way. Now, if the fo iuseS are. 
rnay refer you for a very plau.sible explana- contained in si parate bugs, and tlicre is ii 
tion of the formation of these knots when yielding of tiiw membranp of one bag otiiy, 
single, for he has sugge-sted, lh.it the um- 1 the other fmtus, iiidutled in anotlx-r cyst, 
bilical cord, at birth, may perhaps form a . suslaii ing no injury, iriuy still be carried'l^ 
coil round the margin of the os uteri within, to the full jieriod of nine months. A pii|>il 
and that the fa;lus, in passing tiie orifice of of my own, who gn w up to be otie of the 
the uterus, may, at the same time, prn-s firu si young genilemen of the class, during 
through the loop, carrying the umbilical the course of his uterine life, had a very 
extreraily of the cord along with it, in the narrow escape of this kind. 1 hr once fold 
way liere shown, so as to form the knot at me, tlmt while in utero. be Imd a fwdn 
the very moment when the body passes into companion ; the cyst, wliich at llmt time 
the world. Observe the demonstration, formed his own nest, remained uninjured, 
And this explanation euables us to under- j and lie seems to have sustained no incouve- 
fiiand W'ell enough how a single knot may nierice; but, from one cause or other, ibat 
he fonned ; but then how is it that two or of his companion gave way, so that, in this 
three knots are produced ? how tliat a knot helpless condition, tlx- "poor fellow was 
may be found on the cord in the earlier crushed like a hutterlly — perishing as tragi- 
montlis, though the ftetus has never left the cally as the vicrirns of .Silonm ; or, if you 
cavity of the uterus ? Really the solution jjrefer the more familiar coirijiarisoit, like 
of this knot may remind one of that of ihoae who wt-re lost in tlie ruins cf the lute 
Gordius, or of the knot scurci-ly less noto- Jirunswick 'fheatre. 

Tious, knit by the hand of Obadiah, fukd In the earlier montlis of pregnancy, the 
to bring to light that coniprdiensive code involuera are composed of, at least, foor 
of imprecations, the contents of which his membranes ; the decidua uteri, Uic dmtm. 
liberal muster so generously ahuwered down rejlaa, the chorion, and the amnion ; but 
u|X)B every part of his person. when the ovum is thoroughly developed iu 

J'he origin of the cord is the navel ; its the latter montlm of gestatton, the mem- 
teruinatiou i« Uie placenuti where iu in- braneg are three only ; the decidua mt’h 
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the chorion, and the amnion, tlie decidua 
reflexa not appearing. Of these membranes, 
the outermost is llio decidua uteri, whence 
its name, because it is in contact with the 
womb, and receives vessels from it ; the 
membrane which lies internally ia the am- 
nion, an organ which secretes the fluid al- 
ready mentioned — the lirst clement of the 
hntus ; and between these two membranes 
the chorion is interjwscd. In the latter 
nioiuhs of pregnancy, the decidua uteri is 
somewhat thick, but it is so more espe- 
cially in the earlier and middle months ; 
being disposed moreover to exfoliate, sepa- 
rating into leaves or lamella ; now the pla- 
centa of the human ovum is contained be- j 
Iw'Cen two leaves of the. tunica decidua, as i 
my handkerchief is interposed between mvl 
two bunds, both of the placentur surfaces' 
being covered by the leaves of the decidua. 1 
Ibis being tlie case, it follows, as matter of j 
cour.se, that the chorion and amnion must be | 
spread out upon the inner surface of the j 
placenta, for they both lie w’ithin the deci- 
dua, and this 1 will now endeavour to illus- 
trate by preparations. 

Ilere is a preparation of a small portion 
of the placcnlji, wnth the three membranes 
in connexion ; the decidua nbove, the am- 
nion below, the chorion ranging interme- 
diately. In this preparation you have a 
portion of the placenta, atid of the adherent 
uterus, suspended by the decidua. The cho- 
rion and amnion, you may perceive, liv, as 
asserted, upon the inner surface of the deci- 
dua, from winch :l)ey are partially detached ; 
and the, decidua itself ia <li.siinctly sepa- 
rated into two membranous lamina, betw'een 
which the substance of the placenta lodge.s. 

Jlere is a prejiaratkm of the umhiluul 
cord, entering the abdomen of tlie foetus 
Ialer;i]Iy. 

Here is a preparation sliowing much con- 
tortion of the Vessels of the umbilical cord, 
not of uncommon occurrence. 

Hero is u preparation of one of those 
knots of the umbilical cord, on w hich I be- 
fore took occasion to comment. 

When is]>eakiiig of the placciUu, 1 ought 
to have, observed that their number usuuilv 
accords with the number of f<iftusf,s ; if you 
have several fa^.luses, you leave several pla- 
centas ; if a single fiuiusonly, then the pla- 
centa is single ; thus, with twins, there are 
usually two ploceutas; with triplets, three; 
ttitd there are four or flve placentas, when, 
at rarely happens, the woman produces four 
or live children at a biith, Sometimes, 
however, one plaotMita is coinmou to two 
fwtusea ; and you may see in this prepara- 
tion two umbilical cords airyaiug from the 
•ame centre, 

ttere is a rare specimen of a cord with 
two vessels only, iosUsd of three, the usual 
uumber the vein and artery are both sin- 


gle ; tlie anatomisjt has practised no decep- 
tion here ; the artery, as you may see, is of 
extraordinary capacity, 

Dicidua . — It was observed to you, awhile 
ago, that the outer membrane of the ovum 
is the tunica decidua, called also caduca lace- 
rabilis, and the spongy chorion, adhering 
externally to the uterus—internally to the 
chorion ; remarkable for its high degree of 
vascularity ; and further deserving notice, 
as it derives all jts blood-vessels, so far as 
has been ascertained by injections, from the 
womb. This membrane is, it seems, gene- 
rated by the uterus itself, and is not pro- 
duced from the same rudiments as the 
foetus, the chorion,^ afld the amnion. In 
extra-uterine yiregniuicy sometimes, though 
by no means universally, when tlie rest of 
tlie ovum is formed externally to the uterus 
in tlie ovary or tube, the tunica decidua be- 
comes organised more or less perfectly in 
the uterine cavity, where, in these cases, 
Uie rudiments have never been admitted ; 
and hence we may understand clearly 
enough, why it is that the deciduous vessels 
are derived uot from the hntus but from 
the uterus, they being supplied from that 
structure by which it is origuiaUy generated. 
If we observe the decidua in the latter 
months of pregnancy, we And that it is 
somewhat thick and tender, and of reticu- 
lated appearance, presenting a sort of net- 
tvork visible euougli upon its surface, more 
especially if the membrane is immersed in 
water. In the middle mouths of pregnancy, 
the thickness i,s still more remarkable ; and 
during the first two or three mouths, the 
membrane is so tliick, that it loses entirely 
tfie membranous nppporance, and rest*ni- 
bles a mn.sa of flesh, as may bo per- 
ceived in liif specimen which 1 lim ciicu- 
Ute. 1 iiave already observed, that it is 
between the leaves of the decidua the pln- 
ceatn is interposed, and it is apparently the 
bh nuiiig of these two structures whiih gives 
rise to that fleshy and massive ap^marance 
to which 1 have just adverted. 

The principal uses of the tuaien decidua 
are ujiparently two ; it forms a coanexiou 
between the other parts of the ovum and 
uteru.s, and it furnishes a bed in which the 
structure of the placenta may be elaborated 
in a way to be hereafter explained, 

Cfiurm — Interposed between tbe tunica 
doetdna and tha amuiou, the true clumon 
is aiiuaU'd ; this membnvne having very few 
and small vessels only, parliciilarly in the 
human nvom, aud theae being derived, not 
from the uterus, but from the fuMus ; for 
the tunica decidua is a piurtor membrane of 
tbe mother, but the chorion ia a part or 
memhittuo of the fwtus, indeed as much so 
us its anus, le.gs, or head, aud perhaps of 
M2 
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more importance to Its welfare in the. firtal the amnion, or third memhrane, lyin^ in- 
atate. ilence the same rucliiuents which ternally, and being spreail nut over tlie 
form tlie fvctua form also the chorion, and surface of the chorion and of the placenta, 
lienee the fcvtnl origin of the vessels of ihis membrane is remarkable throughout 
this membrane becomes sufficiently intelli- pregnancy for its thinness, density, and a 
gibie. In its sensible properties, the cho- transparency like that of glass. 1 hat it 
rioii is smooth, thin, and semi-transparent, secretes the litiuor arnnii, there seems to 
excepting during the earlier weeks of ges- be little doubt ; and it is for this pur- 
tation, when it is covered over more or pose, probably, that it is mainly intended, 
less completely w’ith a fine slmg, which though in conj unction with the otimr two 
gives it sometimes the appearance of plush, membranes, the chorion more especially, it 
if I may be allowed the comparison ; and assists in giving that strength to tlie ovum 
this shag is found to be iiotlung more than wliich is so essential to the si'curiiv of the 
capillaries of the umbilical veins and arte- child. The human amnion, so fur as 1 know*, 
ries, so that in truth it constitutes thevas- has never been visibly injected, though the 
cular part of the placenta. Tliis fact is attenipthasbeeu manytime8made,thefailuro 
proved by injections ; the injection of the probably arising from iheexuemeroinuienesa 
cord fills this superiiciaf fringe. It is further of the vessels; but in 'animal.s, as the cat 
proved and illustrated by the chorion of tlie and dog, for exiunple, tiiese membranes may 
sheep, on which we fmd those tassels of ves- he injected with facility, the injection being 
sel.s formerly demonstrated, and which seem thrown in bv* the umhiiical cord. Tlie am- 
to be notJiing more than the vascular shag nion, like the chorion, is an integral part of 
collected into small knots, instead of being the fo-tus, being formed from the same ru- 
regularly dispersed over the whole surface ’ diments ; and we find accordingly, from our 
of the membrane. ! injections in brutes, that it is from tlie fo tus 

1 know not wliether we are perfectly ac- that the blood-vesstds of the nmiiion are de« 
quainted with the functions of the chorion ; j rived. Ey injecting the vessels of the uterus, 
but tlie most probable seems to be that of j therefore, you cannot inject the amnion even 
generating those ctipillarie.s, and a.ssisiing, ; in animals ; to fill it.s vascular system, you 
therefore, most importantly in the forma- 1 must throw the iujcction into the cord. A 
tion of the vavSeuiar part of the placenta. i j*rcpara1ion of the amnion I here show you; 
Preparations of both lliese membranes, the jit is very linn, and may contribute a good 
decidua and chorion I mean, shall now he. deal to the strength of the ovum, 
sent round, lieie is the uterus, with tiie 

three membranes annexed, the deci'lua, the Formation of the Placmta . — Having said 
chorion, and the amnion. You may perceive, thus intu h respecting the three mmiibrunes 
that tlie amnion and chorion contain no in- of the ovum, 1. may now procecrl to rauk« 
jection, but both the decidua and utero.s are a few rfriiark.s on the way in whicli the 
full ; bath being supplied with vesjjels from placenta is suppo.scd to be jiroduced, a 
the same source, subject on whicii 1 forbore to enlarge, 

The fiocky appearance of the decidua in when treating expre.^isly of this organ, u.s 
the earlier raonth-s i.s demonstrated in the in that stage of our informaliou ihu 
preparation 1 now exhibit ; and its di.sj'<»" formation of the placenta could not have 
sition to separate into layers, and the deli- hecn readily underslo'id, a jireliminury 
cate reticulation.s before mentioned, may be l.ncnviedge of tlie. memliruncs being re- 
noted without difficultv. 'juired. The placenta appears to be con- 

In tliis prejiaratiori, wliich is of the lin- .s^itiiti-cl of iivo principal part-s— a large as- 
man ovum, tlie tunica decidua lia.s been re- semblage oi'reisrh, and u large assemblage of 
moved, BO that the membrane on which thf edh; and the munru r in which those two 
rye falls is the chorion— smooth, thin, and }iarl.s of the jilactmta me supposed to bo 
in a great measure transparent, as bch -e proiiuccd, may be best rxplflincd by means 
described to you. of a gnipluc illustrulion Under the slirnu- 

Here is the chorion of the sheep, with lus ofimjiregnation, the nterusi is supposed 
the vessels separated into knots or lasseLs ; to .ve.rute a (juantitv of gelatimms mate* 
they are injected, and tiie injection was ri:l>, by which the iimer membrnne of the 
thrown into them by the umbilical cord. uIitus becomes canijdettdy invested, and 
7 he remaining preparations show the this afterw'ard.s beconit's the lunicn decidua* 
fringe covering the chonou during the ear- As generation proceeds, the inner membrane 
lier weeks, in some of them universally, in of the uterus seems to throw ofl' into tbft 
otherH topically; the resembiunce to the gelatinous decidua a considerable tnimher of 
TaBcular tassels on the sheeji’s chorion is I’es-HclH, ami, indeed, this admits of pn.K>f, 
very obvious. because, if you take un ovum with the ote«. 

ruK adherent, on laying it open, and dotach- 
I he ovnrn, I have, observed ing Ute im-nihrane, you may see the veaaeU 
already, ia comimeed of ihreu membranes; which shoot from the one Burfuetj to thu 
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other. Apxn. it is further imagined, that • becomes more and more stretched, or at- 
ihose small vessels shooting into the ovum, : tenuated, till at length it vanishes com- 
elaborate there the cellular part of the pla- 1 pletely, or small vestiges of it alone le- 
centa : and this opinion, if true, fund its main. 


centa ; and this ojtinion, if true, (and its 
truth is highly probable,) may explain to 
us why it IS that thfs cells are in free com- 

.La..... 


The mode in which the decidua uteri re- 
flexa appear to be formed, may be best 


ih ' t ■ d ri Crr; W 'Tff T *’"* 

>• f™”l(Dr.Blun‘d.ll expWned himsdf by a dia. 


her substunco that they aT»3 formed, and the 
cellular portion of .he placenta is not a part 
of the ftctus, but of its pareut. But to 


gram, and then prt^'ceded). 

It is said that the gelatinous material 


oi me Kcms, nut oi its pareut. But to} gelatinous matenal 

liroceed : ii the same manner as the inner 1 accumulating w'ithin the cavity 

membrane of the womb tlirows its vessels!"^ uterus, till the ludiments, which are 
into the decidua, a large number of vessels i fallopian tube, become 

are also thrown off into the same membrane completely imbedded* in it, so as to lie be- 
in' the chorion ; and by this membratie ap- 1 surface. These rudiments, bow- 

parently it is, that the vascular part of the ! possessing the vital principle, and 

placenta is formed. All this appears to be ‘deriving nourishment from the surrounding 
going firward in the gelatinous material j becoming bigger, they 

secreted by tiie uterus; in tiie very sub-i®P^*^®^ portion of the gelalinpus 

stance of which material, as shown by this ! which was lying over their sur- 

drawing, these cells and vessels become i 8® you see in the drawing, 

formed; and this, in the most satisfactory I wipnibraue begins to form in this 
manner, enahles us to explain why it is that decidua uteri beiug doubled 

the placenta is loilged hutweeu those layers, I itself, this reflexion becoming 

or lamella*, of the decidua, before demon- j atid more a{)parent as the growth of 
Rtrated, for it is of this gelatinous material, j is proceeding. Tlie use of the re- 

whith receives the cells uiid vessels into its- unknown; it has been supposed 

I that it may assist in fixing the ovum, wdien 


Bubstuiicc, that the decidua ultimately con- . ooBi»i m uiiug lue ovum, w'uen 

‘ j jjjp small, iu the uterus; uud hence it is said, 


sists, 'I’luis, tlicn, it appears, that the uu- ! ouu urucc ii ii» aam, 

imm placenta, like that of the rumiirating | ^'^®®8lioa of its growth, audits ultimate 
«iia I disapwearance. when the ovum has attained 


animal, consists of two organs combined— ovum has attained 
the one the c(?llch,r, formed by llie sufticient to prevent its slipping from 

siruating membrane, like the uterine ex- j *^*^***^^®* 

crrscences of tho ruminating unimal, u pin- j In the ovum of the puppy we meet with 
lion of till' mother, (he other, the vascular, -a membrane called the tunica erythroides, 
lorrued by the chorion, like the tassels of very delicate ond vusculur, communicating 
the rumiuiiting iiuimuls— a portion of the ; with the mesentery by the artery and vein, 
lu:tus, indeed, nothing more Ihnii the ramifi- 1 already demonstrated ; wbat is the use of 
cations of the umbilical iirteries and veins. | this membrane, however, I am unable to 
< >( these structures, both beuime formed in ! explain. Iq the ovum of the coif we meet 
the substance of gchiliuous consisteucy se- with a large membranous bag, the aluutois, 
creted by tlie uterus, and of which afterwards i as it is ( ailed, holding many piuisof water— 
tile decidua consists. two or three gallons when distended — and 

lathe luirlier uioiitlis of pregnancy, be- communie;Ui»g with the bladder by means 
fctdes til.' deeuhiii, choriou, and amnion, there of the uraclnis" before shown. In the human 
IS yet a fuunh mcmhniue, to which, us you jovnm we sometimes fiiui a little bag, about 
imiy recollect, I udve rted «t the outset, — I ; ns hij as a pen, and winch always lies near 
mean the timieaderidimreflexn. If taking 1 the maigni of the placenta, this bag con - 
au ovum iibeut two mouths old, you wash ; taimtig within it a little coagulated mass, 
It and lay It in water, you may then see dis- jthe use of which is unknown. This small 
tinctly a membrtme, thick, llocky, and lace- cyst is denominated the vesicula umbili- 
rable tiie decidua uteri ; timl it you dissect jculis, uml what may be the use of tbia vesi- 
tl»isnwiiy,youiiextexbibiuhettinicttderidun|cle hasnot been HScerUiined ; it seeraa to 
reflexa : remivin.i' th» v.v.i r..wi .i,.. I k. \ ^ .. .• ■» 


reflexa ; Tenioving the refloxa, you find the 
chorion, uud beneulh this the nmuion. Ob- 
serve the pK'pnriition, Nowit is remark- 
able, tliat if tile ovum he exaniined about 
the third or fourth month, we find that the 
reflexa is either w-holly', or in a great mea- 
sure, vouished. tlie reason of which npjicurs 
to be, UiHt about this time the retlexa itself 


be more analogous to the tunica erythroides 
of the puppy than to the allantois of the 
•calf, to which it has been likened, and ih« 
rather, because a filnmeut, divisible into 
two more delicate, mnv be traced down 
ti*om the vesicle to the fvctnl mesentery, the 
tiiaraeiits apparently representing the om- 
phalo-ini’senterie arteries uud vein. From 


.m- nuc.va jiscii . pimio-iui’senierie arteries uml vein, troa 

ceases to grow, though the growth of the j Brofessor Mayer, of Bohn, 1 first learnt, 
ovuia coutinues, and ihus this lucmbrauej that with proper care this membrane may 
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be detected, not only in the f arlier, but in of the Rome uterus, escnjung lu consequence 
the latter months. It seems not to be much of being protected by the water of tlie ovum, 
larger in the end of pregnancy tbmi in the ( ouceive to yourselves an egg lodged in 
commencement. Observe the specimens, the centre of n bladder fllleil with water ; 

, while secured iu ibis manner, exttMiinl 


Litpior /fmnii.—The membranes are filled 
with a fluid varying much in its quantity, 
consisting sometimes of a few ounces, and 
sometimes of several gallons, but, on an 
average, measuring from half a pint to a pint, 
and this, which forms ofir first element, is 
called the liquor amnii. When the liquor 
amnii is unusually sparing in its quantity, 1 
know not that any inconvenience arises from 
that circumstance ;* but wiien there is too 
much of it, then you have tlmi dropsy of t!ie ' 
ovum of whicli 1 formerly took occa-ion to 
treat, and which is must effectually relieved 
by puncturing the membranes. The office 
w'hich the liquor amnii discharges appears 
to be very important ; in the fust place it 
affords the fetus a yielding med.nm, in 
which it moves about with case; for, 
if the liquor amnii had been wanting, we 
should tlieii have been fettered in cur 


pressure w’onld not injure it ; but should the 
bladder burst, and the water flow, the egg 
being no longer protected, miglit be cTUfthed 
j by the same pressure which it before, sus- 
tained without injury ; and thus, perliaps, 
it is with the fuiius in the midst of the 
liquor amnii. 

It has been asserted, that tlie liquor 
amnii nourishes the ilvtus; hut to this 
opinion I cannot accede, and im thesis 
grounds ; first, where children me horn in a 
yiserfrctly lieulthy state, the liquor amnii is 
I Sown limes found to he fn tid ; ,secoi>d!\ , the 
i I’o'tns, US vou observe in the glass at the 
■corner </f the t.ihh‘, simietimes cruusisls 
■ merely of the lower parts rd' tlie Iwdy — the 
I legs, jielvis, und purls isvimetbutely cmi- 
tiguon^, ail Ujo rest of its slructiire being 
wuniing, and yet thosii I'o tiiFes are iiourihii- 
ed. .Now.il is clear ihul sir !i lumisteirt 


earliest formation, by the fibres of the Ciuinot swallow ami dig-'M the liquor uimili, 
uterus; again, facts jirove that this liquor, ■ for tliey have no ajq’aiams l.ir digi-siing, 
somehow or other, defends us from the de- : nor aiiv or'^ua for swai'irving. Again, it. 
striicrive pressure of the uterus, which, hut haj-pens in.u-am! tln ri that the liipsor amnii 
for the action of tlie water, would cru^h ns is uisi. liurged a foitnighi or three we«'ks 
W4 you may perceive it lias done the fietus ' h-fore t!u* biuh of tli- child; and 1 lieiicve 
exhibiUul ; for, in case of twiny, liie I'.itus, < l.avt^ t.ecvirrvd Wi eri’: the iitrihiiical 
which lodges in an unbroken ha.:, rewtiini; ' has li'iiig u liiile wav thiou^ii tlie ch 
unhurt, though its corrijimiloii, if the mem- ‘Heri, rlutwing ilforly tiiut. l,lic hag was 
hranes burst, may, at the .same time, b-^open, imd empty nf liit- liijiuu', iimi yet the 
cruiihed by the. pressure of the Slime uteiii', • i ‘ tus lias been plniup, unci well mHirislied 
which, owing to the jirotiction of tbo water, • at birth, wloch < cuio trot have been had lim 
iufiict.s no injury ou the <)ther child. Ihirdly, nourishment of the child ilepemicil oa the 
in tlie prvgrews of delivery, the water, iu bquor nmnii. So that iioi t" joish this point 
conjunclum with the irivoiuera, foit.i.s a .eiri ■l■>y fuithrr. osi ail lia-se groutuis, as chii- 
of w'cdge, which, playing in tlie os uteri, kivs dreu may lemaiii ui iitero for a fortnight or 
It open, and, of course, expedites the d? . ihlee weei.a Jillcr the dj'^cbai;. id' the iupior 
livery. \ ou will oh.-erve, accordingly, thill : ammi, juid he uoiiii.-hed vt iy weli; a.r 
wlien there are ptmis. liio bug is fnrced iiitu lieaithy chiidnui m iy he htirn wiieie the 
iIk- mouth of the womb, pressing gently ' liquor amnii i.< tctiu; ami as yiu may have 
Upon the iiiargitis, and adttig expatisivi I\ , : niortvU r.-r wiilioui mouths or digestive oi « 
like a dilator, wluncc the necessity ci aii'ati', pt-rfeniy w.-il noun.shetl — m twith- 
rule formerly laid down — I meun, that we j '•nuuiiieg, i ihi-’k. it caniml he said the 
should leave tht* (li.'jruptiou of the mt’in- , bquor iuanii imuri.sl es tlie fntns, Adii lo 
branes to nature — or, at all cventH, that j this — that if you exnporatc a (tilde. spoon- 
we should take care that, the mouth of the j ful of the liquor, you may jind, tndci-d, that 
womb be fully ojtf-ned, liefore wo have re- j it contairiH u liiiie sc.iivl niiiKcr, allied to 
couw to any artiflciHi nieauji for layiiie serum in its nature, hot (he qu intil v is very 
open tlie bag. .smail. lletncmher, too, tiiai frem the place 

1 have said that a principal use of the where it uccumulutes, the liquor must be 
liquor amnii is the proiectioa of the futus formed either by the armiion, the cord, or 
from tlm effect of the. uterus; and this is tlie fivtus, strictly so cal]i*d— its skin, its 
beat proved from the consequence of a pr* - kidnies, or some other part. Now, which 
mature discharge, of the water. Here nn* »*''cr of ilie.se organs produce the liquor, 
three fcEtu.ses that have been (.ruaht'd in t.iii.s tbey are all parti of theJertM^ and it «<!em« 
manner, like lliouHamls befurf them ; and it tibiuird tn suppose that the fmtus call bo 
deserves osipeiiul icmiuh, tiiut, iu one of tHuiri*ihf-<l, amt grow by means of a fluid 
these cases, tlio cruslied fcciui, was a twin, 
the other clujd, its fellow, enchMied in a 
separate bug> hut subjected to the pressure 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


ON THE CIBCULATION AND IIE8PIRATION 
OE THE ANELinFS AnilAN'Clil. 

In the silting of the Acadtmie ties Scienm, 
on the, ;^9th of .September, MM. Cuvier, 
Dumeril, and Latreille, mode ;i very favour- 
sible report on M. Dugds’s memoir on this 
subject. From his researches, it appears, 
tiiat in tlienaides and lurubrici, the blood is 
curried in a circle round t.iC longitudinal 
axis of the body ; in the dorsal vesatds it 
moves towards the head ; in the abdominal 
vessels, from the head towards the posterior 
part of the body, lleiweeii them there is an 
ititermediute syi^teni fonued of vesicles, 
wliich are covered on tJieir external and in- 
lernnl snriuces by a very fine net-work of 
vessels, by which ri'Rpiratjrm seems to he 
Iterformeii. in the hirudines, the circula- 
tory motion is voutid the vertical axis ; each 
pulmonary vcsficlo also receives a branch 
Irom, un<i sends a hraucli to, the lateral 
vessel. 


UKMAUKAULV: CASi: <)»' UAlillS IN A WOLF. 

A she-wo!f was lately killed in tlie J-)c- 
partement dc la Mcurilifi, apparently with 
nil the symptoms ot' rubies, alter having 
bitten about iliirtv >he(ip, u dog, and two 
men ; its visceri., on tfxaniinution, were 
found in a liealthy slate, except the intesti- 
nal canal, the mucous membrane of wbicli 
was viidentiy intlamed, A»the two wounded 
jiersons, om* of whom was most shocking- 
ly lacerated, got iieiiVctly wxdl, it would 
seem that the uniuud waa lud labouring 
under true rabies, uiul that its fury was pro- 
duced merely from the irritation of the in-; 
te.stiMes. A very lemurkahle circumstance | 
ill the examination of the aiiimal was, that a 
musket-hiill was found imbedded in the 
snhstunce of tlic heart, and covereii hv a 
whilLshund very him cicatrix. — Ut Cuniiiue. 

ON SEVETlAt- CASKS 01 niEl.OCATlON. Will HE 
■IHt; AtTEMl’TS AT It I IUCTION W 1 HE 

riioiH rnvE or vi uv m luoi s injcuv. 
In tlie Ii^j>€rtoinr d' ./mstotim et F/u/si<'/e«t>, 
M. Fanbert, Kurgeou to the Hotel Dieu at 
Honen, gives some very interesUMg cases of 
dislocation ; in one of them the atit nijOs to 
reduce t!ie dislocated joint produced a rup- 
ture of the uxiiittry aiKTy, gangreue, and, 

, »iibse(|iH;ntly, the death oi' tlie patient ; in 
i anotluT hemiplegia ensued, most likely in 
conaenuence of extravasation in iIjo bruia, 
I Irom the efforts usetl in reduction ; the pura- 
lyais gradually (Uminisln'd, but the lower 
exireaiity never recovered its natural beat 


and sensibility, and the use of tlie am was 
almost completely lost. In a third case the 
dislocated shoulder was reduced thirty- 
eight days alter tlie accident ; immediately 
after the operation, emphysema supervened 
over the arm, and a great part of the back ; 
very soon afterwards violent lieadach and 
hemiplegia ensued, and proved fatal on the 
twelftli day* On examination, the brachial 
plexus Avas found extensively lacerated ; at 
the sixth, seventlE and eighth cervical and 
first dorsal verteDra;, the spinal cord waa 
swelled, softened, and of a reddish brown 
colour, la the fourth case, the reduction 
wa.s followed by an enormous painful swell- 
ing of the I'Xtremity, flic arm could never 
be used, and the fingers only retained a very 
small degree of sensibility and motion. In 
a case of dislocated hip, the reduction waa 
made very soon after the accident, and the 
, head of the femur was very' distinctly heard 
; to slip into the cotyloid cavity ; the palient 
; died, however, five davs after the operation. 
The anterior and e.xierior part of the hip 
; was found ecchymostMl ; the pyramidalis, 
j gemelli, uiuhpiadratus feinoris, the capsule 
: and ligiiinentum teres were ruptured, and 
: the cavity of tlie joint filled with pus. In 
; this case, the fatal lenninatioii was appa- 
rently rather the result of the dislocation, 
than of the reduction ; the observations, 
however, of M, Fiiuhert, show how cauti- 
: ously the aitemjits at reduction ought to be 
; made, and how necessary it is to consider 
I wheihi r a sutticieiU extending force can be 
I used, w'ithout infiitling serious injury on 
the patient. 


S K E Y (■ H E S 

or TUE 

SnUllC-AL PKOFKSSION IN IRELAND. 
No. XXIV. 


Till' VniV ATE SCHOOLS 01 DCTILIN. 


lidentem dicere veram 

Quid vctal Hon, 

'* \Vk. were now," says Dr. Johnson, in bis 
.lourney lo the Hebrides, “ treading that 
illustrious islutul which wus once the semi- 
nary of the I'ulcdoniim regions, whence 
roving cUiiis, and savage barbarians, de- 
rivctl the hendits of knowledge, and ihc 
blessings of religion, 'lids island, which 
was oiuc the metropolis of learning and 
piclv, bus tioiv m> school for education, or 
l»*nn»le for worship. '! hat in;in,'’ lu‘ conti- 
nues, in « tone of sublime sentiment wortliy 
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of its autlior, “ is little to be envied, whose berniam or, as it is more elegantly ex- 
patriotism would not gain force on the pressed by the poetical biograpber of Sul- 
plains of Marathon, or whose piety would genus — 

not grow warm among the ruins of Iona. .. Exemplo patrum commotus, amore le- 
1 erhaps, in the revolution ot ages, Iona gendi 

may be some time again the iustruciTCBs of .« lvii||d llibernos, Sophia mirabile claros.” 
the western regions ! Vv ho, in this de- 
scriptive prediction of the fate of Iona, does One essential difference, Indeed, there vi’as 
not see tlie three stages of bloom, decay, in the circumstances of this studious immi- 
and regeneration, which the literary repu- gratioii, — tliut the pupils were fed, clothed, 
tation of Ireland has undergone? — that and educated, gratuitously, by the Irish j a 
country to which Iona itfdf is indebtetf for ffu-t which it may be necessary to point 
its founder and its fame. The first to dif- out, as the. national hospitality has cor- 
fuse the light of learning tlirougli the isles, taiiily degenerated so fur, that it may not 
it became the Iona of scientific recollec- 1 be prudent to venture over without a triflo 
tions, amidst whose ruins the philosopher 'of money now. For this important in for- 
wept, and is now again, in the fulness ofimutioii we are indebted to George Ixird 
lime, restored to the honourable ascendancy I Lyttietoii, who says: — ‘MVe learn from 
of being that School of the West,’’ which ; I H-de, that, uhmit the seventh century, 

it was called hy Dr. Johnson, in one of hi.< ; iiunibers, both of tlie noble and second rank 
letters to O’Connor, the historian of Belle- i <»f Kugli.sh, h-ft their country for Ireland, to 
negane. 1 study theit* ; and all these, he atfiruis, the 

Persons superficially read, and still less! Irisli most willingly received and maintained 
observant, hare been strangely puzzled to j at their own charge ; supplying them with 
account for the sudden supremacy which j hooks, and heiitg their teadieis, without 
the schools of lielaiul have lately attained fee or reward. ! ” Vet is it a matter of atir- 
over their competitor.s. They cannot con- prise, wiili the ignorant oalumniaturs of Ire- 
ceive, poor blind mortals, how pupils from laud, tiiat pupils should resort tlirre j and 
civilized countries can, in the face of bar- that the desceiuiants of men w’ho were sus- 
barism and insurrection, venture to live jceptible of the t nlightened generosity- 
in Ireland. \ow, if they only recollected j recorded iu tlie history of any nation, should 
the hint implied in Dr, Johnson’s prophecy | not only eslabli.sh schools at home, but still 
of Iona, they might at once perceive that | sfiul missionary professors, hy dozens, to 
what happened once may hap[K n again. ! KnglatuI ul the jiri-.sent time, l.el us but 
'William of Malmesbury, too, could havejjiist touch these delu.sions with the magic 
informed them, that, about 1000 years ago, j wand of hi.story, and mark how they vanish 
“Students resorted from England to Ire- 1 like the mists before the morning sun. 
land in such crowds as to retjuire whole ; Wonderfiil wonder, indeed, tliat Iri.shmen 
lleets to carry them over; Ireland lining j sliould still he the foiiiulers of schools at 
then a blooming country of scholars, whfts- ! home and abroad ! Why, tlie three greatest 
students you might as well enumerate its ! Biilish universities have been founded hy 
reckon the stars of the sky.’’ Put “ cor- ■ Irhslimen, and several on the Continent, 
raglis,” constructed of wicker-work and | Joliannes Cuius, in hi.s •' Cantabrigiemus 
Iiorse-skin, for our steam -haat.s,— and ‘■tu- j Academia' .Anliipiirates,'’ positively as.serts, 
dents in arts for medical j>upil>, -—and whatitlial our illusliioms ancestor, “ JohnniU's 
change ha.s taken place in ilo' studious in- ; .'(.otus P.rigeiia, was one of the founders of 
tercourse of Ireland and its m-ighhours? so tiie ucadeuty of Camhndge ; ” Fiihius F.tliel- 
true is the exclamation of Salomon, that Uvardu.s, and tlie Saxon aimal.s <jUoled bv 
“there is nothing new under tlie sen !’ j I s!h r, stale, that “ three Irishmen came 
So far were the students of iliose tirm-s, ! over, in tin* year u‘M,to Alficd — Dufilanus 
more than those of the preset. t day, from ' (ir.st, .Macharthms secoml, ami Magilinurni- 

being deterred from visiti;;*: Ireland, tliarnus tlsird, -to fiuperiiitend the llirei; first 

Bede, tlie father of British hiatorv, refit'. - i' il'ege.s in Oxford ; ' and it is ipiite a mis- 
sents its inhabitants to have been tlim. - taken notion, to fiupii ise tliut 'lrinitvCol- 
what, we can a.ssure our culumniatois, tliev ii'm*, J.)ubliu, wa.s tstuhlisheil Ity Queen 
are still — '‘Gens innoxia, et nutioni .An- Elizabeth, for it had been foiitided, long be- 
glorum semper amudssima !” Alas! t'.at, foie her rejj^n, In- Alexatider Bignm , Arch- 
the innocetice and (he love should liavi- i hi'hoji ef Dublin, nnd coaiirmed hv Pope 
been all njiott one side, — the hatred anti iIk ’ Irriotent \.\II. 1 In- Frctich, indeed, have 

guilt on the other t But we rnu.'^t not wnn ■ thi* tumlour to admit, that their I'niver- 
d< r from prord’s to fioliiii s, Sr, f;i«ilii(inaliie .sity of Paris was iiuUi luted by Irishmen, 
wus it for piijiils t<» co-ce to Ir.-land in tho.se ; ti.s well as m vend of the continental Semi- 
days, just as t!. y do now, that the usnti) i nariea of educutitin. I bus we find the corn- 
answer to imjmrie.s alt' r oTif hi ing misst d . piler Moreii, ho highly compliumiited by 
from home, was— Atuundatas t ot ud lli-| Boyle, aijaerting, that “ Irtdand has given 
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tlie most distittguislted professors to tlie Like a new-made planet, hurled into space 
most fuinous univorsities of Europe — as by the hand of Omnipotence, — “ jiams 
Claudius Clements to Paris, Albuinus to atmpone magiia ,'* — it has shone on tbi-ough 
Pavia, and Erigena, our namesake, to Ox> time with unclouded splendour among its 
ford.” Tf> Ibis honourable testimony vre associates of the scholastic zodiac of Dublin* 
are happy to add the authority of llSosiieim, It has certainly the merit of great simplicity 
who says “ The learned men of Ireland of construction ; and singleness of purpose, 
diechargcd, trith the highest reputation, witliout being obstructed in its movements 
the functions of Doctohs, (mark that)f in by a complexity of objects, and a multitude 
]'■ ranee, Italy, and Germany and also of of teachers. Anatomy, physiology, surgery, 
Scaliger the younger, who writes:— “ For and pathology liare the only sciences taught; 
t’OO years after Cliarlemagne, all the truly and are not these quite enough to be taught 
learned men were from Ireland.” In the in one private school? We confess, we 
same spirit, we find Henricus Aristisiodo* think that Mr. Kirby’s imitators have not 
rensia writing to Charles the Bald: — acted w'isely, in aUcropting to unite the 
U liy should 1 mention all Ireland, with tuition of every 'branch of medical science 
its crowd of philosophers, despising the dan- in their schools ; for they have but encura- 
ger.s of the Sfu, and Hocking to our shores? ” bered themselves with numbers, without 
hi one particular, indeed, W’e full short , increasing, in many instances, their strength* 
of our anctistors in the number of our Mr. Kirby, it is true, must be considered 
authors, for wo are informed by Sir .lames “ a host in himself,” and needed not the 
Ware, tliiJit there v^ ere, irom the oth to ilie adventitious aid of a long train of scientific 
Itith cenlury, lod Irish writers j and the sutlers to his establishment, in order to 
JOtli age was called the “ sieculum obscu- make a show ; while the peculiarity of his 
ruin et iiifelix,” on account of the few' emi- manner, and the felicitousuess of his elocu- 
ment nn n it jiroduced. Where, then, is the tion, render the task of learning, from him, 
\voiider,lhat our Ahernethyri, our Lardners, less a toil than a pleasure. In our early 
-Heunets, Quains, and Denuots, cum niw/tiSj days, when our young blood nindeu8,per- 
«///.!, .«liould still he the instructors of Eng- j haps, more chivalrous than prudent, we 
lantl ! ut'.tl that Irelund, whose very soil is ! tilted off some of the more gaudy trappings 
made ii|» of the ditritus of PaTiiussas,und the j of Mr. Kirby ; but W'e always conceded to 
mould of philosopher.^, and whoso very | him the possession of sterling abilities and 
atmosplierc has been inspiration toils in- j much useful information. And, after all, 
hahitiints, should now, resurgent from its j though these eccentricities are fair food for 


aslics, riudize the pht nomenon of that bird 
of Asiatic, fiction, iVoiu whose remains an 
offspring is reproduced, with all the beauty 
and attributes of it.i parent ? Bui what, it 
iriav be in.juirrd, has all thus vuin |mrude of 
anii'.|UariaTi lore to do with the subject in- 
dicated in tlie title of this jniper ? We iiiay 
answer this impertinent interrogatory in 
the Irisli w’ay, by asking, in (lur turn, what 
Wjus ii that gave llu* jireceding supcriDiily 
to In land, and what lia.s done so again ? 

e imswer, riuv\ n. Si ikk'I.s made Ire- 
land the *• l.sland of Saints they have now 
made If, the “ Island of Doctors and for 
tills iiie.sf imahli' IticKsing, we are m«»st cer- 
tainly iielchtcd to .foiiN TiMtirnv Kic.jiy, 
on the dome of wiuuse theutre, in I’eter 
Street. w<- fIiuII, wii’u the rcadi-r’s permis- 
sion, jiitch our telescope, while making u 
crilicid .survey of the privaU: schools of 

Beter-Street School, the lirst, we believe, 
established in Dublin, as late as IdU), still 
coiiiii.nes lo miuniain n numerical sujvcrio- 
xity of pupils over its junior co tempo nines, 
and u higher phice in pubiic estimation. 
.1 be irn|H!lse of trdent osul vitality commu- 
incated in the “ filsus ftn’iiiativus'' of its 
birth, still invigorates it.s muturer yours, 
and promises a jieipetuilY of its original 
itronglh and souudiiesa of ooastitutiuu. 


i characteristic delineation, it is possible that, 

I without such ijualities, his talents might 
j never have become so extensively useful* 
i Genius, without artifice to buoy it into po- 
; puluriiy, often perishes in the husk ; while, 

I possessed of this extensive quality, it dif- 
! fuses its beneficial influence to all around it ; 
‘like those seeds furnished by Nature with 
'wings of down, which, wafting them into 
i the air, beautify the surrounding fields, and 
furnish food, both to bird and bee, by their 
' fruit and flowers. It is more than probable, 
tbut, in our profession at least, some such 
buoy is indi-spensably necessary to float me- 
;rir into notoriety; the distorted vision of 
our artiticial society being no longer able, 
or imiced inclined, to discover ability in its 
.naturally iinpresuming retreat,— like the 
pearl in its luimhle shell. We are, at all 
■ events, pretty certain that, bad not Mr. 

I Kirby’s gold been conibined with a lilUe of 
jibe volatility of mercury, it could never 
j hiivt> enriched so many ; iiud that the latter, 

; alone, could never have been circulated so 
; extensively wdlhoul the weight and w’orth 
■of the former metal. Such as I^lr. Kirby 
I was. he is still, in person and accomplish- 
tnienls; for we can by no means agree with 
I those who conceive that Ids beauty lias been 
injured by a late attack of strabismus; on 
the contrary, the obliquity of vision pro* 
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duced by it has improved his appearance, 
by throwing into his countenance a certain 
degree of humorous archness, wiiich adini* I 
rably consorts with certain passages of his I 
lectures. We have some suspic inn, intlee.d, I 
that Mr. Kirby has discovered ilic elixir of! 
Paracelsus, and that he will never die. Juatj 
as nil Dublin was lately looking out for his! 
professional demise, on the death of his Inte ' 
partner, Mr. Daniel, out he tomes in aj 
pamphlet advertisement, wliish does honour I 
to that fashionable species of literature,! 
announcing, instead of his resignation, hia| 
intention of conducting the wlude establish- ! 
ment by himself. Tliere can be no doubt ! 
bnt, from the versatility of his talents, he : 
would have been fully able to perform his 
promise ; but bis subsequent selection of a 
partner to share his toils, happily relieved 
him from this obligation. In .Mr. KUis he 
has found all the advantage.^ which exten- 
sive experience in private leaching, unre- 
mitting industry in the study and practice 
of his profession, and most respectable ta- 
lents, can bestow. We congratulate Mr. 
Kirby on the selection he has made ; hut, 
indeed, he is peculiarly fortunate in tinding 
jmrtiun, whether professionul or iriatrimo- 
nial. The demonstrators, Mr. Biettatt, aud 
Mr. Young, are yet untried men ; hiiould 
tliey deserve that me«dofapj»rohation wlsich 
the public voice has already cou' cii' d to 
them, and which their iqipoinnuf i:t. in 
some measure, justifies, we shall hehaie.'y 
to record the realixatiou of these liopcs ; fur, 
of all the duties which fall to our critical 


separated fragments from this mighty pile, 
and committed them to the crucible of ex- 
periment, with the judicious hope of be- 
ing able U) analyze their nature in this more 
manageaMe form. Disease of the skin, for 
llie Ireailent of which his esuiblishraent 
1ms acquired u deserved celebrity, is one of 
those suhjpcr.s which he has thus considered 
experimentally; and his lectures proiniso 
to throw much light on the obscure nature 
of this topic. Besides llie.se points of pa- 
thology, wliich, by an exclusive attention to 
them, lie Ims made his own, in some mea- 
sure, in Dublin, his laudable zeal prompts 
him to test the doctrines and practice of 
others, as thev come hefort* the puldic, and 
to add to their uiilitv by same improvements 
I of Ids own. lie is consequently less ot tiio 
routine pructinoner, and keeps up willi 
the vapidiv-increusiDg iuteiligence of the 
I day, better, jiejhujm, than any ot his con- 
tem|orarie8 in our city. Mr. Wallaces 
various and numerous conlributiuns to 
medical liieraiure will bear us out in this 
estimate of his clmractcr. I’o all students 
who asjtire hcyoml the applii atton of their 
art, who, in short, wmihl c.xterul its limits 
by pathological experimeius, and leant the 
pnqter lununer of {■omiuc:tuig them, — we 
would, by all means, recoiuniend an bc- 
qiiaiutance with Mr. W allace urn! Ids ex- 
cel!e:i“i institution. 

lIo'.v we R'touid have been so long looking 
out i->r tlm Bieinnnud Seiiuul, and not have 
i'eund it, appears to us a i ltie odd ; unless, 
indeed . the tiliu and smoke vimaui; whu l» it 


lot, that of twining the laurel arout:d the is placed should luive obscured our teles- 
brow of youthful desert in llie most grate- cc-j'»^. W e have now, however, n very (lis- 
ful. The establUlimerU is furnished with a tinet view <.t lids bulky cd.iecl, thanks to a 


considerable inuKcum, an u.sefui hbiarv,nnd, i rieli gleam of sunshine that lias just dissi- 
with Mr, Kirbv at its head— ‘liiited t!;e durkneHs around it! ibis vast 


“ Nil desperandum, auspice Teiicro." 


. rei'osdory of heieuce and disease, w hidi iu 
tlie extent of ifs wards, and the liumher of 


Turn we tiicii our glass across tie* water, on Mts t.^ehers, may reiminl tin* 1 nglish slu. 
Moore Street. '1 he objeciis: certainly small, ! dent e-f the gr-.at London luisjotai schools, 
but extremely bnlliant, .Albeit our eyes are ’ has a mean, if not a dreary a -pert. It con- 
weak, and, being dazzled by its spjt ndour, ; tsiins, however, within itself, vast resonreca 
we shtdi not venture on a simib' oi u liia- ior the s’jpport of a incciteui .-.'hool, gr".iter, 
mond, minute, and highly polished; hut iitulouh»>ii!y. tlom any oihet p.mi' o{ llm 
proceed to consider it as a un'diciil school, : kind in Duldiu. One way or i.tlier, wt: he- 
witliout the illustration of a pandle!. It is li' vi , ilu ru are < imnecit d wolh it ahtml 
esaentioUy diti'ereni in character frvsm any of iliP i- hundrta! patients ; tr >ni aiming which, 
the other private schools of Dublin ; being Ubai jiupil must certainly he an epicurcin 
smaller, and conducted principally by one ! iK-s.dugy, who cnuld imi Kelecl ajiprupriiito 
individual, Mr. W allace, iliuugh amph com- j ubirct- idr oiix rvniion, widle its n latiori to 
pensatiiig for wabt of size, by the talents | the iiou>*e oi imimilry laciistiites a constant 
of its proprietor, and the objects to winch | supply' of the- m;ii' riuis for amiiomicat (tiir- 
he directs tilt' attention of his pujtiU. Weisuit';. Its list of prufcHsorM seems to bo 
know, indeed, no imotesaor in Dublin, wlio|fiidy Idled up, at the in ud of whom is Mr, 
liaH struck out a more original course of D iirmicJiiiel, whose name conveys a liighcr 
cultivating medicine, or one m me calv U- | paije,yni: ilotn even now, m « paroxysm of 
latfrd to extend its tjoundiui' f-, thmi tlmt ; admiration of all the piivute sclnxils of Dub- 
ailofited by Mr. Wallaie. luAtead of di- Jin, we arc able i , indite. With Mr. lleid, 
reeling the euergies of his mind on llie j to whom a past of the surgical coum-i.wis 
great mass of science and di:»easc, lor has | perceive, has been conai-gued, the retideri 
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of tl\ia .lournnl must be noquftintfd, through site subjects, to the public, Ilis first and 
n short notice of him in our sketch of iSler- largest work on the history of galranism, 
cer‘s HnR})itul, of w'hich he is one of the with n new theory of his own, was honoured 
surgeons ; so that it is unnecessary to renew with the prize of the Royal Irish Academy, 
here tlie favourable impression coi|||ryed of and is less known than it deserves. Since 
itis transcenduut merits on that wcasion. his communion with tlie lightning of heaven. 
Attached to this school, as professor of most of his productions have been of a more 
chfinislry ami mivierifi imdica, there is an ! terrestrial cast; and like Benjamin Frank- 
individual of very rare attainme!ii« and sin* j lin, who could grasp the bolt of Jove, and 
gulnr mann<‘r«, of the name of Donovan, i philosophize with a boy’s kite, Mr. Dono- 
ile is the o!ily exception that we have ever} van has desceiiied from the clouds to the 
kuoun to tiie universal ignorimee and ; kitchen, and adorned tlie humble labours of 
w'ortlilessness of timt body to vidiich he. he* | the cook witli the splendour of science, 
longs — the apotl'ccarit s of Dublin — a body | We recollect reading, not long since, (and 
from till* nature of whose pursuits so much i we regret we caiiimot now refer to the page 
might he (xpecti'd, and froniwhoTri so many j for the sake of aH lovers of the bran of 
Bpii'iidid uisi'ovrnes in science have ema- iMocha,) in tlie Dublin Philosophical Jour- 
naled in otiier countries. In person, Mr. ; ntil, an Essay on the Roasting and Infusion 
Donovan is a ^ho^ t, square built, dark-look* ! of ColTee, by him, which is, perhaps, the 
iug man, witlmut, apparemlv, u sinfie ray'.bestwriUen outhatthoughi-inspiringbeve- 
of tab til illuinimitie.g the gloomy disc of his i rage, not excepting the culinary lucubro- 
l uunteiiar.cu'. His i livsiognomy, indeed, is ! tions of Count Rumford. In the same 
tile very imUtliesis of intviiectual espies- 1 journal may be also found the description 
sioti ; siiid but for a eniuin morose ah- ; of a ruin-guage manufactured by him, which 
Hlraeiivm of look, iss if wle>lly absorbed in ’ may give some notion of the patience of his 
the iuiemsiiv of his speeuhitioiis, and that ; demonsiraltons, and an idea of his great me- 
Jiis countenmin? is re:tih-red still more i chan teal invention. I he instrument itself 
sombre l»v a dark casrartie si'cminglv com- \ is an extraordinary curiosity ; one of th^ 
posed of the dust <'f liihcrutoTv , with the j automatons of art, which, in the multiplicity 
oily de\v» of luheriuus cogiu.iion, lie might ! of its operations, and the regularity of their 
jutss n illnuit. bein': remarked by the most | perfermunce, mimics the animated conlri* 
expert disciple of .Spuri'.heim and Liivaier. | vuuces of naiui'e. '1 hey are geiierally toys, 
His dejmumour ( orrespomls pitiiy much ^ and Mr. Donovan's is scarcely auexceptiim. 
with his jHU'rtm ,d uppearaiice. His .stern : Having adrairtd liie wonderful accuracy 
features are seldom or never sceu Ui relax w ith winch it executes its varioui functions, 
even into a smile, or to assume, for a mo- our next feeling will be surprise, how man 
rin nt, any om* >lriuie or of the couid have taken sucli immense trouble for 

t'Xpressidu ni' painful or ph aMiiable emu- the trivial object of measuring the height of 
tion. (in where lie w ill, ) is face, like eer- • water which descends ou the owih in a 
tain jHiiiits of our earth, howi ver it miiv re* | year. I here i.s also, in the ssme journal, a 
volve, i>i sbrouded in |h vpetiud diti k m ss. ; review of the last l)ublin Pharinacoptcia 
lli.s 4 t>nvt-r«;aji,,n, fit m the p!5,li>s;q>hir uitr*huted to him. in which a multitude of 
Dibit in w hich his mind navels, is slit! and errois are corrected, which have escaped 
jormul ns Ids iqipi'm rjiiee. His wands lS«nv ; t!u* notice of oilier eniic.s ; thus showing 
rruni Idm vvitii lb*- reguhifrd pum luality the superiority of the working man of the 
of )i peininhiin, and his Uesi npiun.s < un- Ma'honilory. over ihose sciolists who concoct 
ihirtMl a la t in ini. e have ire. un iitlv ; review s in tlieir closets for the medical 
iicaial b:m desnihe, geometrirallN , his juts- jotiri.als. But we must have done with 
f-yge from Apothia a- li a' Hull to b.is lesi- ■ this interesting personage, by pointing out 
ilei ec in TowiiHi iid Stun t, and reduce the ; In.s high (jushticatious ior disciiarging the 
eircuiiisiancc.s of a vi.s t la mte of his pa- tiuties assigned to him in the Richmond 
tient.s into u soiiics of sv’.!o;isms. He ■ School, wiiile we turn our instrument hack 
npeaks < n idl snhiccf.s, ami on all occttsion:*. upon the Park Street School, 
tts if he tlmiight Ne\vi,)u siu uhi supcrst-ile ; 'I'his school, whicli we described at some 
Bluir; and that juo.vody , or tlie doctrine ot Tee.gtii, along with iU principal iouiider, 
verbal qininiittes, is tlie onlv part of BclleK uVlr. Jacob, comprises teachers of many ot 
Lellu's wliicii should l>e eoiusuited in con- | the brunches of medicnl science, some of 
versation, Mr. Donovan, Ijowevcr. is a ; wlumi are men of coiisiderahle merit, from 
gentleman of nudinihied id ihty, and his j this number we must exclude Mr. Cusack ; 
«*ccentric mumier bus been remarked rally ; for in every quality, except a pmtical 
becau,se it is allit ii with superior qualitica- ; knowledge of surgery, he appears to us de- 
tious. The same devotion to dtM’riptive j feelive as n teacher. W iiatever success 
ttccuraty wiiich distinguishes his pluahe- ihh v atleud his exertions us u stage manager, 
ology, la coim}ucuoua iii his compositions, he should never venture the audience side 
of which he has given many, on very oppo- of iliu curtuiu. Having himaelf the coiu* 
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mftTul of a respectable school of bis own 
apprentices, and a consummate knowledge 
of fees and the funds, we would, by all 
means, recommend him to remain satisfied 
with exerting his ability in this way, and, 
for the rest, indulge in the luxurious privi* 
leges and immunities of a “ sleepiug part- 
ner in the concern. Mr. Porter, his new- 
collaborator, might, we fear, be stretched on 
the some couch. He succeeded 31r. Jacob 
«' by' purchase,” as the Gow-rnment Gazette 
Las it, and, at least, promised a vast deal on 
Lis appointment, llie rumour ol the surgical 
lectures which he was to have delivered at 
the time is still painfuVy tingling in our ears, 

■, KiiU.rrAo- Itnt hIniitHr. 


school,, thnt ve <«y ""‘j 

.land 11, for the examination ol n Umi. ot 
teachers of a dWVrent character, hut whom 
we could not hud in our heart to omit, m 

this panegyric on private instruction. Ihere 

h. of coucse, in 1 hihlin, as in all other great 
medical schools, species of tutor, vulgarly 
called grinders." who, like gypsies, prac 
tise their legerdemain art witliout any’ fixed 
habitation. ' Without theatres, museums, 
libraries, dissecting-rooms, or any of iIjb 
other ostensive chattels ot medical schools, 
these wonder* ul men undertake, fsom their 
.own exclusive resources, to perfect pupils 
the time is still painfuVy tingling in our eais, ? in all the arts and sciences, 
like the booing of a buil-frog. But bluster- . precisely us well, to get them diplomas, 
ing of this kind generallv subsides into aj ihere is something leall} bold in the 
monotonous calm. We cannot, at our plea- 1 enterpnse-so hcroicallr romantic in tlie 
sure, command information, for it cun be j lives of these men, that luy ( i.s<iim cri 
acquired by long and gradual application ! cisiu of its terrors, and reconcile us by 
alone; nor iustantaueonslv transmute our ! their extravagance, to ihcir imposture, 
dulness into talent, which is the gift of; Vet. though this practice savours so strongly 
nature only. It is easy to excite expecta- of charlatanry, still we are not hosule to it 
lion-how difficult to iVaiize ! By a little ! in the ahstracl. however grossly it is abused. 

artifice we may readily awaken the curiosity It is, alter all, but the ap|»licution ot the 

of men; talent alone can keep this capri* | most useful form of education-].rivnte in- 
cions passion alive. iWr. Porter’s repre- ■ struction ; and if, in some in-itaiices, ii is 

BentatioQS of himself to his private friends, I made subservient to hud eiu s, it might 

Lave, we believe, disappointed the public. | puzzle more expert casuists than we pre- 
His success convinces that there must be ; tend K. he. tu upporii m the just quota 
aoroething more than pounds and pupils to 'of crime which belongs to the pupil and 
ensure tlie success of a scl.ool ; indeed, we | ti.e pr.-coptor. W e tear ilic bulaiKe of guilt 

Biispect this joint-.slock .system of organising ! would he oftener fount on the t»id«; (d the 
didactic establishmenls 'is liable to great j former than on ili;it(.f the latter. B.-sidfis, it 
abuse. The natural origin of such institu- jsiioiild he recollected, that it aiiurds a re. 
tions is that where thev coinmente with | spectahle subsistence to many young men, 
perhaps a single individual, wiiose confi- : and an useful employment ol their time ; 
dence iu his own resources prompts him to, . for, to ho undt'r the uecesMty ol exjdaining 
and, in some measure, justifies so arduous a suhiert to others, is one ot the most pow- 
an undertaking. To sm h training in l!.e j erf-ul .stimuli to niiiAe us mul(T.stiuui it our- 
open 'field of competition, where merit ; selves. Among this inlereKting tiuss of men, 
•hould rise without extraneous assistance, ; there i.s, in Duliiiu, one (»l the name fd 1 r. 
we would rather look fbr excellence, than to ; Davis, who is a very perfect re|ireseulaiion 
those hot-houses of mushroom professors, j of the siiigular gemiis to w.iu h tie belongs, 
forced into a sickly pre-eminence hv the j He has certainly lUinicled great uitentiou by 
ehter infloeocn of'intsrvst ami afll.iVm',., ! ili.- iwlHai.sal.!.- nnluHlry on.l ania-/.t.ig in- 
With respect to the otijer arr:mgeno-iiU of: genuity of tlm devices disjdaved l.y him in 
(la. arhool.wc s-,. nalhii.l' which (alii far; ilia iiKcicca.l.a ct l.c m.i.iaara.us av«a- 
our cca.ura or <.iir l.rai.c', cicci.t that l,v a ; thias. Ilv seen,!, lo hav,. tal,™ u), th.. nlra, 
sinauiar valuatior. of talent, the two clcier- ! prohaWy iron, that . 01111.0011^01 ol jiaru- 

esi'meii in the rstabluhnuo.l. Mr. llort ami : .Mr- lU'-hi'. i''"' ■' >''a>' '* e»lii>iatva 

Mr. Alcock, have heen placed atllie holl'mi hy tiie w ild at hi* own price, i.ii the .up- 
of the list. Wirli anvlhiit,; like a fair poi- j position udv:mc-d by flii.s writer, that all 
tion of those aavanii;ge,s which assist the ; men c*f genius have been luvarijihly men of 
ascent of tulenl up “ the steep of fame,” j confidence and je-f urance. Of Ihis very 
and w'ithmit wliich tl;e task is always difh- i <;ueMliviiiuhle doctrine, Dr. Davis aflords the 
cult and somelimcs latu!, we have no doubt most amusne.' il.ustralions. 1 hough really 
but these tw'o men, wiio are now at ilie ; young, lo* has contrived, liy a well-designed 
bottom would soon rise above their pre- ; ^sturne, and a simulated manner, lo bury 
fiumed miperiurs. With their useful exer- , all imiicaUun.s of youth beneath a broad- 


HUUieU , , ■ 

tions, and many other adviiutages which this 
school possesses, we have no d uibt of its 
success, which we have no iiiteutiou of 
marring bv our preceding remarks. 

So much have we gazed at the private 


brimmed iud, a cravat sei-miiigly tied by 
the very fingers of decre]dtude, a suit of 
black of u designedly obsolete cut, a»d a 
look of inysteiious proluiidity. Meet bim 
at any hour in the street, and you arc aure 
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to find him in TPlmt wo call in Ireland, a 
jojr trot," such is tlio heavy tax which 
the support of* a foolish and feigned charac- 
ter tm)ioso8 on his unfortunate loco-motive 
apparatus. Instantly he stops in the street ; 
reads, |)crhaps, a slip of paper, and oft* with 
him again at his toilsome career. Should 
you be so kind to him as to stop him for a 
moment, and to break the current of his 
public meditations, he is sure to assail you 
wiiu coniplaints of his restless existence 
aT»d his incalculable profits •, he cannot, in 
fact, comply with one half the demands 
made by the public on his professional skill, 
nor is the bank able to receive as fust as he 
can pour in the emoluments of his piactice. 
I’rivatc society, Jiowever, is the s]»here in 
which these demouhtrations of laborious 
prosperity are manifested with the most 
elaborate assiduity fur the production of 
effect. We recollect being at a party one 
night in Dublin, where Dr. 1 >avis was one 
of the invited : he arrived, of course, 
fashionably lute ; he had not been long 
seated, when the noise of a carriage rolling 
np to the door seemed to threaten the house 
with instant deslruclion ; the rumbling of 
the wheels liad scarcely ceased, when a 
breathless lacquey appeared at the door, vo- 
ciferating, with the utmost appearance of 
anxiety, “Surgeon Davis — Surgeon Davis — 
Surgeon Davis in a tone of trepidation 
still more awful, “ Alderman Apoplexy, of 
Turtlesoup Square, has just fallen out of his 
standing! Christ s*ve us I" The* Iww of 
old Timotheiis, “ placed amid the tuneful 
choir," instantly sunk from his hand ; the 
ladies, appalled by this unexpected intru- 
sion of the voice of death amidst their mer- 
rimtMil, stocnl motionless in the quadrille, 
like the fair dames of Egypt, warned of their 
mortality amidst their inirili, l>y the intro- 
duction of a gailanded corse, >vhile Surgeon 
J >avia, pressing liis side pocket to ascertain 
the presence of hia instruments, rushed 
throwgh the astonished mulutude, apolo- 
gising to his fair hostess and lier spouse 
for the interruption, in the well-known line 
of Horace : — 

“ Serins ant ocius, mctam properamus 
ad uuam," 

Uogtteries of the Doctor* 

Anatomy Dr. Dans. 

l*l»v»iology Dr. Davis, 

Pathology I>r, Davis, 

Theory of Surgery Dr. Davis. 

Insiitutcfl of Medicine .... Dr. Davis. 

Practice of PBysic I),-, Davis, 

Chemistry Dr. Davis. 

Botany Dr. Davis. 

Materia Medica Dr. Davis. 

Medical J uriaprudcuco .... Dr. Dovis. 


One, perhaps, of hia best schemes to de- 
ceive the world into u belie fof his imaginary 
busiuesv, may be witnessed at the examina- 
tions at the College of Surgeons. Generally 
within about ten or fifteen minutes before 
tlic business of the meeting is over, tho 
door opens abruptly, and in struts the Doc- 
tor at his accustomed pace, and, wiping the 
big drops from his fevered brow, iustantlv 
all eyes are turned on the Doctor, and all 
watches are out to ascertain whether he has 
deviated by a miiftxte from his usual time of 
executing his farce. He seems to enjoy 
as tribute of admiration, w’liat is really 
intended for ti sarcasm; and, after felici- 
tating himself for a Tew moments, with 
a look of melancholy satisfaction, he sud- 
denly starts up, looks profoundly on a billet 
or bis tablets, mutters over the words 
of some address with a look of distraction, 
and, as if the genius of restlessness had 
taken possession of him, is off again on his 
never-ending excursions to his ideal pa- 
tients. It may w'ell be supposed, after this 
slight insight into the Doctor’s innocuous 
and pleasant habits, that hia pretensions as a 
teacher equal, at least, his success in perso- 
nating a practitioner. They far, indeed, 
exceed his other exertions ; for, like Orator 
Henley, there is no science of which he is 
not master, and which he does not profcM 
to teach. We know of no means by whicli 
wc could describe bis pretensions to uni- 
versal knowledge, as by the publication of 
one of bis advertisements, which, we sus- 
])ect, mav bo even mutilated by some acci- 
dent or other. In order to give a stronger 
relief to this extraordinary document, we 
shall contrast it with the play-bill of Uia 
celebrated mimic and ventrilotpust, Mons. 
Alexandre, whose wonderful versatility ena- 
bled him to represent in rapid succession, 
a vast number of characters. We shall, 
therefore, place the announcements of tlia 
perfoTiiiancos of these celebrated rivals 
to rellect light on one another, ond leave 
our readers to judge whether the Doc- 
tor does not heat the ventriloquist hol- 
low 


The Ro^wies (f Nicholas, 


Lord 7\laynr Mr. Alexandre. 

Alderman Urlington .. Mr, Alexandre.* 

Tom Lovemore Mr. Alexandre. 

^ir F. Durable Mr. Alexandre. 

Nicholas. Mr. Alexandre. 

Aloses Israel Mr. Alexandre, 

Archer Air. Alexandre. 

Crip Mr, A loxnndre. 

Grogan Air, Alexandre. 

Mrs. Orlington Air. Alexandre, 

Miss Tirilda ........ Air. Alexandre, 
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ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 


Here we ratist sepwate these illuatrious 1 
competitors, the Doctor Imviiij; beaten the 
vemriloquiat, by the support of the foilowing I 
additiooal characters:— 

Midwifery Dr. Daris. 

Diseases of Women aod ? . I 

CWdr™ jDr.Dwis. 

Toxicology Dr. Davis. | 

Practice of Humbug Dr. Davis. 

But we must take our leave in 5 >cacc of 
this medical Mohumin, ilucerely liopingj 
that our innocuous attempt to raise his: 
“ silver veil," may not lessen the nnini)tr, 
or diminish the faith of his followers, in his 
miraculous attainnsejuts ; for the point ofi 
our pen admonishes us ‘that we Imvewrii-I 
ten more, than the lawful exieut of a skeu-h. I 
We shall merely remark, that '.he anaiomi- 


vere cough, which he had had for about two 
mouths, with very copious expeclorutiou. 
His chest aitogetluir was uneasy ; pulse hi* ; 
couitlenauce very anxious ; the veins of the 
arm were full. He was bled, and took rhu. 
harb and saline mixture. He came under 
the care of Dr. Gregory, on llte IJllt of Sep- 
tember, labouring under a cough, with ex- 
treme hoarseness. The cougli came on in 
paroxysms, with exlrmmlinary violence ; h« 
could not he on the right side. He stated 
that he Imu been ailing for live nionihs, but 
that, at the beginning of the present year, 
he. was perfectly well. The Doctor tried a 
variety oi means, and found his patient most 
benefited by inecliciues of a siiuiulant kind. 
On Uctoher tbe titli, he was confined to Ida 
bed, and had tits of dyspnccti. The inspira- 
- v 11 - jtioiiR were long, und very like erotip. Tin; 

Cal market of Dublin prunu.ses to he aouu* ■ iH-fore, he had a violent lit, in which 


dontly supplied this seas ,'ii at the U!»ual low , „ 
prices. We ourselves, indeed, iu order toh) 


j he hit hi' tongue. The fit lasted for three 


. I hours. He referred all his huderings to the 

insure attendanci', have taken the trouble to i hifureuii.m of the trachea, .iiiher afforded 
organise a amlou wutam of resurrection j but very little relief; wine, of which he 
men around the churchyards of tlie capital, j took a vei c c.n.siaerahle .|uantiiy, nilhrded 
in oim to protect them ugmnat foreign iu- 1 more. His suli.T.ngs contn.ned, and, on the 
vasiom l o any Scotch or English hone- 1 October, iliey were extivnndy gn-ui ; 
grubber found tiesj.assmg on these pro- j Idj eounienane« t anxious, hut lie 

hiinted groumis, the penalty will be buiiul ; (ohen-nilv, ()u the following 

a He in the very first grave he violates. ■ i,« ivk xvorso. and liis w ue left the 

Having made tins proclamation, we shall i honne, in order to gel uKsi*umce ; in ilu' 
conclude by wishing success to alt private ; im,e the daueiaer. who wn.s left m 
Hdiools. pjivate teuciiers, gnmlers. cv.-., cud ; a(,,..oa«ce, fell into a dose, at which um- 
inay they increase like the latueUtes mid : t tlie puiu nl got out ..t in d, iu one of ius 

the Irish in hoiidage, until they hur.'-l tnc > ..:ir o itomi n window, tlirew hini- 

ehtiins m which corporati.ms have iu>und ^ ,Vil Jp,.,, his head, mid was taken 


the 


hy their uieiit and muiiijilicftiion, 
ElllM.NiiU'. 

Dublin, Oct. i.’.")!!!, Iddd. 


i; 


dea 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 

Dr. .SoMKRVfi-i.i in the Chair. 


.-\>:rt;iusM cr -fue, Aomr. 

I'owivU uf VAf ( f \ \ 


I lie loUuwiiig day an in'jue.st 
‘was heiu niiil, on examining rhe h.idy, the 
i Ooi :t (f, wiien deluching tin.* cnivich s from 
■the .‘•teniuui. Hot with u roiitid substance, 
, ine in.ture of winch he could not readily 
j undcjHiainl, but which he afterwards foiuid 
I he an anemi.sHod sac. The pnrt oftho 
; li'ailicH to which the pulu-nt hud refern dhin 
1 sull'ering-*., wji.s e*ceh.'»ivcly red, mni showed 
! great loark.s of inflaiuniHtiou. The larynx 
I was not in the le«st degree iitlVcled. Ulce- 
~ iM’c rf’T! u fonsiderable extent, hud pro- 

I in the broni'iiia. '1 he jiarl.s he. had 
; madt a pr.'i*wr.iUon of, and hrouRil for the 
1 nr iriinnte.'j (T the hust ineeliiig having ; inspieciion of the soi ietv. He hud not hccii 
been rcuni, : aM,: t<i truce the coinno iiCcineiit of the dis- 

Dr. (ijnoonv, ftgreeab!*- to an intimation . use fiinli.-i back than six or seven montler. 
be had given, ndated a ease ofain-urism oi ; During ilx- whole time he lead attended the 
tlie aorta, wldch, lie coiifnlered, presenti d ' patient, nothing arose to induce him u> sup* 
aj*pearaijce.s as curious and interesting after , p-ose the exi.stenee of aneurism of any <i(fU 
death, as the symptoms were extraordinary ; great vessels. The growth of the uiienrism 
w hile, the piiliewt lived, 1. L., aitat. -W, i appears to have Inn n entirely inward. Tliere 
No. 2, Castle .Sireet, (irossveiior Square. | were limea at wbieh the piilicm could fill 
originniiy a baker, hut, for many years i the chest, and breathe with perfect frwe* 
juist, out of eniplnymeni, upjoied for ad-juom; at othfr times liie dyspuma was moat 
vice at .St. George s arid St. James s Dis- j distresaing. Tliougli he had throwm him- 
{K'D.wy on the Ut nt Sejnember lust. lor I self out of ilu* window in a fit of inaaoitv 
the brat lorinigbt Im was under the care of j y«t the Doctor had never obiorvod him 
Mr. Reyuold#; uatl complaiiud of a very «e- labouring under any ailack ofdciirium* 
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In nnswor to some questions put to Dr. j under a diseased liver, for which lie applied 
Grt*gory by diderent members, lie said that to the Hospital. 

he certainly never ha4 suspected the exist- 1 Mr. 'J’ebhs related the case of an emaci- 
euce of an aneurism, till he had detached i ated man, fit'ty-six years of age, who ap- 
tht* clavicles, 'i'he disease lay at the bifur- j phcd for assistance at the W tstininsler 
cation of the trachea. He had never no- j Hospital, complaining of CuntinueU pain at 
liceil any increased action of the temporal * the jnt of the stomaclj, and labouring under 
or carotid arteries, i'ho patient had all j symptoms of dyspepsia. Nosuspicionex- 
uloiig complained of tig/itncM. His const! tu- ^sted in the minds of the surgeons that 


lion was too much iinpaired to have sub- there was an aneurism ; but he, (Mr. Tebb,) 
iuuUmI to any' active, means. one day placing his finger very carefully 

Mr. MAvo.after e.\uiiUTiing the prepara- upon the jmrt A wliicli the pain was rt*- 
litin, couhidercd it an extremely curious feired, supposed that he felt very distinctly 
specimen. In fact there were two an e u- ! a pulsation ; he immediately got the stethos- 
risms, one of the convex, and the other of j cope, aud at once aacertained, beyond all 
the concave side of the great vessel. One ' doubt, tliat there was a very large aneurism 
of the tumours was tlirecilv between tin* : of the abdominal liorla. The post-mortem 


ie.*o}>ijMgns and the triudiea, and in* wished j examination showed this opinion to be 


to know’ \vlu,*Uu‘r the patient had suSercti j correct. 

nny ditlicully in deglutition. Again, being | 

a ease of great disorganisation, he desired to Dr. Brnni-R rtdaied to the Society n 
be informed wlu tber, if tlie sieiboscope had comniunication that had been made to him 
lieeii applied, the nature of tiio case must from iV<yifS*pr of Washington, Balti- 

not have been so apparent, as not to have nw*re, u^xm uiccmation and hJimUpia, Ihe 
been oveilr, Hiked. substance of it w’as, be said, taken from 


Mr. (U xN Ki r was much surprised that ; fncis that had come within his own personal 
Hr, Cire;;.jiy iiad n it resorted to the use of | l^«owicdg«;ihnttheli;tk*pils, t)rdepre.ssions 
the sk iluJhcopc, especiully alter all that had j in the cicatrix after vaccination, gtadually 
bel li said in tiic inspecting it, I became obliterated ; and tbiit as they wore 

dumig till- last tusssi'iii. He irlt perfectly | ow'^y, so the individual became liable, uu- 
s iiisliid tiiat, li even the car had been ap- : less re-vaccinau»d, to be afiected with the 
plied to the chest or thorax, the aneurifsm, ! smallpox. 'I be period occupied in the ob- 


iii this case, must iiave heen detected. iliicrating procc.sa, was very different in 
j rim uheunauKil sac aicnuired to he . ddlereiu ituiividuids in some he had found 
tihotif till* sixi* of u ull-growu leico’i,] jit to b** five, eiglii, nine, — and, in others. 


Dr. (inic.otn Said, lh<* pathui! Inivl never 1 
sulleu'd liithcuhv of dis^bif irii.n ; indeed. 
Ids upticliti* find been alwaes gorid, and he 
had swailo.ei-d with ease. In brin-’ing fur* ' 
ward tbe ra-se, be es'pcctcd to be blamed A. r 
not having resurteil to the stethoscope. lie 
could only say in* had nut dun* it. and that 
he had not suiqieclt'd aneuri.sm. I'lie lung.s, 
ou the side on winch tbe uneniism was ettu* 
ated. were iliseased and exrrenudv lubt rcu- 
latt-d throughout ; and be thougiit if the 
stethoscope bad b' en applied, that tins 
would liave been detected, and tbe prac- 
titioner would have gone no furtin r. 

Mr. IM nnmt considered this condition i 
of the lungs the very best to have led an i 


even thirty years, 'i ji!,s was a subject of 
gieat iinporiunce. and required to be re- 
filled or verified by the experience of the 
most intelligent pan of the profession, 
J >r. Miller seemed to think that the indeiilu- 
iron in the cicHtnx of .some, wore out more 
rt sidiiy and more completely thau in others i 
that, i;i the greater number of cases, tbe 
indentutioii.'i iviaained thrunghuut life, and 
t.hal, in such cases, tbe consluution was to 
be regarded as |teriVctly safe, but that, in 
jiroportiou os tbe ohlitenilion went on, so 
ilie p^•ol^ctioa of the vaccine power was 
lost. 

Dr. CiuKioiiY said, it was beyond all 
dinibt ibai tbe v.uciue cicatrix altered wdth 
the fiiiurgement of the skin as the child 


examiner to a corrict Kmiwledge of the j grew, niul that tbe appearance of vaccina - 
Klate of ibe heart and Uirge vrss-'ls. I be ■ tton, in some cases, also entirely disappeared, 
lungs being a solid mass, the sound would j H,, djd not consider the experience of ilie 
have been easily communicated through | last ten years bore out iJhe notion of the 
them to the side ot the thorax. | vaccine power being io etlVctual and per- 

Dr. vSoMi,uvii.r,E related the case of a^miuicnt as had been previously supposed. 
Koldier, who applied, three or four \eais ! He thought, as the disiiuctive characters of 
ago, for relief at Sit. George’; I Io.spital, j vuecinalioa wore out in the course of lime, 
wdiure tliere was no indicuiion whatever j so the protective power diminished, and ho 
given, by the condition of tJie puUe, of the i had, in agreatmuiiy inslaoces, recommended 
e,':i«teuce of aneurism, but wdiich was clearly ; re-vaccinalioii. lie considered, that as life 
detected by the application of the stetlios- ^ advanced, there was a disposition to take 
cope to Ute chest* The soldier luboured ; the disease, stronger th^ iu curly life, lie 
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looked upon the average time of the protec- 
tive vaccine power wearing out, to be un- 
der 14 or 15 years. In proportion to the 
perfection of tlie vaccination in the first in- 
stance, so W'OuUl be the period of the cessa- 
tion of its protective power. Tl»e vaccine 
vesicle was by no means uiuform in its ap- 
pearance. When vaccination wsis first in- 
troduced, the objection to it was, that its 
protective power would not be so perma- 
nent as inoculation with t^e smallpox. Iti 
was said, the protective power of the small- 
pox inoculation was, and would continue to! 
be as permanent at one period as ai another ; ! 
thia pathological principle Dr. Gregory did ^ 
not believe obtained vrith respect to vacci - 1 
nation, and he considered those, who wore 
vaccinated more safe during the first ten 
years, than during the remainder of their 
lives. 

Mr. BurK’ett regretted deeply to have 
heard this statement from the lips of Dr. 
Gregory, lie had had great experience at 
the Broad Street Institution, w’here 1100 or 
15(K) had been vaccinated in the course of 
the last year. The greatest attention was 
paid to the cases there, and he felt hemnd to 
state, and had no liesitation In telling the 
Society, that the principle laid down by Dr. 
Gregory was rwr mpporttd hp j'ofHjnU was 
unfounded, and vUerli/ iitmrect. Xery, very 
few indeed, who had been vaccinated in 
Broad Street, took tlie disease agaiti . those 
who did were under the age of M, nay, of 
10 years. He had known patients InWur- 
iug under vaccination and smallpox at ihe 
same time ; otliers to have smallpox, 
while the indentations were perfectly di.s- 
tinct in the vaccine cicatrix ; and lie had 
known nursc.s, who had Iteen most dread- 
fully disfigured in youth by smallpox, take 
the disease again at 50 years of aj;f, and die 
of it. Under thest? circumstances, lo- hoped 
the Society, and the profe-fsion at large, 
would be of opininn, as ]>e was, that where 
it happened, (ami very rarely indeed it w-is, 
compared with the bulk of mankind,'; that a 
j>erson was attacked with the disease after 
vaccination, in .such a case it was owing to 
idiosyncrasy of habit. 

Another Gentleman, who spoke on the 
subject, considered tliat great bhime at- 
iach(?d to many practitioners, lor not tho- 
roughly satisfying themselves that vaccina- 
tion was perfect aud coinidete. They were 
content to be told by nurses, or any person 


November i, ld^28» 

Professor Thomson in the Chair. 

SUBDIVlRtON or I.ABOUn IN THE PftOrKS- 
SION.— THEATMENT OE VARICOSE VEINS, 
AK1> INTEIIMIITENTS, 

Dr, Stewaut read a paper on tlie expedi- 
ency of the subdivision of labour in our 
profc.ssion. 'J’he paper bad been submitted 
to the consideration of the Committee, and 
they having concluded that it wms not calcu- 
lated to di.sturb the fairmony of the Society, 
gave, penoissiou to its being read. The 
Doctor carefully avoided adverting to the 
divisions made in the profession by tbe ex- 
isting chartered bodies, simply stating, that 
lie considered them, as far as tbt'y went, 

' for the benefit of tlie community. He re- 
garded it as highly to the advantage of 
j mankind, that the medical practitiower 
t should adopt one particular braiicli of the 
[profession, ami give bis almost entirely un- 
I divided attention to that iiarticulur branch : 
the branch to he delenuined njion according 
to the likiug of the practitioner, the parti- 
j cular condition of society in which lie wiis 
j piacod, and a due con.S!«U’r.ii;'tn of any othi^r 
circumstance. s calculated lo assist and ilirect 
his views. He considered, akHo, that it 
would be much to the lulvaulajre of medical 
pupils, us Well as to prartitiouer'i, that, in 
sijih jilaces as the hospitub in l.ondon, 
ali di.sc!i»e8 of the same class, particulurly 
chronic diseases, should be collected and 
jkept to'^ciher. 

i Dr, .loiiNSTosr agreed in iho 

I aliitty cf the Buhdivision of labour ; hut tlie 
i ({ue.stioii With lum wa.s, the grand point at 
which the minimum of education, wif.litiul 
I wiiicli no one ought to be allow e«i to prac- 
Uise. wa.s to be deicrmincd. Upon this 
;»|uestiou iltere would be tlie profession, tho 
' piiliiic, lie* corporate bodies, and I'urlia- 
: ment, to consult ; and, in all probability, no 
I tvvf> of these would be found to agree. JUi 
j tbouglit the miitinium of time, in iicijuiring 
I tlie knowledge, ought to be doubie ibut 
'which it DOW’ was, and that tin* additional 
time should l»e taken out of the required 
j periud of ajipreatiresiiip I 
1 Mr. A. ‘I noMsoN oi'jtn-led to this {icluim*. 
! If there wa.s to be any modification in thn 
I profe-ssioM at all, be held that alt men should 
i be reijuired t.i be general practiuoners, 
[ riu- general priictitionef he looKtJtl upWll 
. as at the head of the profession. 


in attendance, that after vaccination, iidlutu- 
ination liad taken jdace, a cruat Imd riji- 
peared, and the child had done well. '1 )u.s 
w«.s not the way to enable persons fairly to 
estimate the eficcts and worth of vactiua- 
tioo. 


Mr. Maui thought he might usMifiilly 
atatti the mode which he »<hipted, of ohli* 
teraiing vatirv’se veins in the lower «’Xlre* 
nnties. Where tlie vein was either cut 
through, or tied, he had found inflammttioii 
very usually aupefvcne to a fatal exlisiil j 
but he had bucu iu lltc habit of SFjdyiiig o 
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rflttsftV 7 ><T*te matle info a stiff 

pa.sl(; vs’iih io/t sou/), for abotit, uu inch, or nu 
iiu h and a Imlf, along and across tho vt-in ; 
this he allowed to remain on for about seven 
hours ; slough and ulceration followed ; and, 
for u day or twq, the vein did not appear to 


tiemen had spoken on one subject, another 
was eommeiiced ; one or two gentlemen 
having spoken, then a thud wished tomako 
observations on the first ; and Vlds was con- 
tinued throughout the whole of the evening 
—a continued course of vacillation, aod, 


be much affected, hut, in about five or six i as the Chairman observed, a pendulum- 


days, its character became completely obli 
terated at the spot where the caustic hud 
been applied, la some instances pain had 
Bupervetied, but not to an extent requiring 
any active treatment. 

iMr. A KNOTT had found Mr. Mayo’s plan 
most successful. 

Mr. A. Thomson, and the Chairman, had 
never tried, in their opinion, a bettei course 
of treatment than that of puncturing the 
vein, and apjdying a j^retty li-^lit compress, 
a roller, and cold aj>plicatioiis. They hud 
found this generally to succeed. 

Mr. Mayo alluded to cu,se.s in which it 
was necesaary to oi)iitt;raie u part of the 
vein altogether. He Inuked upon punctur- 
ing ns a }>aliiative only, the patient being 
liui>le to a varicose state of the veins at 
some subset|uent peri ul, where ohliieraticm 
was not eflv cted, and which cuuld uot be 
effected, b> )nr.jctur(*. 


like action, cbaracteriaed the discusaion of 
the night ; which he considered extremely 
injuiious to the interests of the Society, and 
which, lie trusted, would not occur again. 
The whole of tlfl inconvenience orose from 
the non-exiBtence of an explicit law, by 
which the members might know when one 
subject was completely disposed of, and 
when they were at liberty to bring forward 
another. 


POST-MOUTEM EX A MIN ATHENS AT ST. 

lUOLOMEW’s. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 


Sin, — There k an old adage which runs 
: thus, " time ripeneth and briiigeih all things 
J)r. .1 A Alls doiiNSiOM. wished to hear ; to tnaturityj” by time every thing cometh to 
the ojiiniun of llu* .'^ocieiy upon a particular bemude manifest and patent, and that lime is 
clu^s of iriterniitieiils, which he couaideied ;ihe fallier of perfection — to this 1 shall not 


lur.li more common in this country j subscribe my assent ; but there, will ajq:»t;at 
the last ra moutbs, or two \eiu.s, U very obvious reason, tvben we know that 
cv had been at anv former perioil. 1“ nothing Is periect, “ iiihil est ub omul 


ryiitle 

to be inur.li 
within the 

ttjan ihcv liad been at any former penv.i. j 
)\ot long’nipi he h, u been cailed to a ca.sel])arie heauim iberefire we cannot sup 
of st'VcrtMliarrhcvH, coming on everv third pose that St. Hurtliolomew s Hospital could 
day, and lasting for about six hours. It ■ be faultless. Ibiwcver, Us ihertMS Vft “a 
resisted nli the usual remedies ; but, as soon isaigle fault,’ and that one so cleuriy con- 
us he found It to be an itilenmttent, he gav,- neeied with our inteiests, 1 cuiinot refrain 
tjuii. uc, which at oiu e cured it. A lady, a i fiom notiriug it. I tdludi! to the irregular, 
pidi ni of hiH, was UuuUlfd with diabetes, j and “ bole and earner, manner in whicli 
cumiiu; on every ihiid duv. ( >ri tasting the ' post-mortem iitspei ti >ns an* toiusueted. 1 
’ * ■ " ‘ ’ ’’ ’ * look back to ihv past week, and iiiid il ut 

iniinv interesting examinations have been 


uiiue «tn the thud day, whicli was exceed* 
nglv ahundanl, lu* found it us sweet 


syrup, tuid wliicii he inunediuteiv slopped nuiue ; but intt lltgeiice of these, incicieuts 
by tlie exliildUon ot arsenic as.tl qumr.ie. j had only reached riie *' priviU ged few, 
(in the very evenine on wliich he was ad- consetju v.lly nny I'rofitoble obAervation.s, 
dressing the >it»cietv, he liad heen called to or any n th'dionsi whu.h they might suggest, 
u ease of violent }»;iljuta!Kin of tin* ht ari, I Imve. bet u lotaUv iosi. 1 lu re is a bnurd 
uceornpiniifd w itli ruicings in l!»e ca’s, i suspended in a couspicnoUB pdace, intended. 


uceornpinutT) ^ , ... 

which, the patient iulinnied him, came on as its title iinporis, uotice.s ) to convey 
about lu u’cloek every lught, and couliiuu d , such inUmuation, aud why is it not used 
till four in the movning. He had uot h.ul • for such purposes ? 
time, to try any thing m this case, hu! he f 
hud no doubt liiai the same class of reme- I 


dies w'ould bo found effectual. 

The CTi.vuiMAN ccitainly coiusivlrrc*! the 
air of Loudon, within tho time sjwcifieil hy 
the last speaker, to be materially altered ; 
for* he believed intermitlenla had bet n much 
mare common witliin that period than for 
tlio preceding or yeava. 

A great part of the evening wna wasted in 
useleas diapuUUons. After cue or two geu- 

Ko. nu 


1 rusting that this will he eradicated (a.« 
many otiu is have been) by a hint in your 
uaelul .louinul, 

1 remain your.'e, &c. 

A I'UTIL. 

(Vlober ‘25, 1828. 

[We have retvlved several other letters 
on this subject, and to the same effect ns 
the above. ’I'htMe is a great negligcnco 
somewhere, and the pupils have just cause 
of complaiul.*— Ei>, L.J 
N 



m THE OLD HAGS OF 

THE LANCET. 

Londmii %al\mlay, NovemUr 3, 1828. 

The Tiaies of Moiidny last, in an ar- 
ticle on t))e new Regulations of thoApo-, 
ihecaiieB* Company, had tj^e folloAving para-^ 
graph 

** We cannot concliule these hasty re- 
marks without exprj'SKing our disapproba- 
tion of the conduct ofay able Medical Jour- 
nal, which has attacked the new regula- 
tions in a style of rihaklry, for which it would 
require its former merits towards the pub- 
lic and the luofession to procure forgive- 
ness.” 

As we know of no other Medical Period- 
ical which hus, in any way, condemned the 
Apotliocuvies’ Ihiiu tnient of 18 1 5, the charge 
of ribaldry, we fear, must be taken as 
against The Lancet; but our regret at the 
accusation is more than removed hr (he; 

i 

cointdimentary title which our eitlighlened 
contemporary lias been pleased to bestow 
on this publication. We hope 7U Tifju:.< 
will consider, on refiection, that there arc 
other words which would have more cor- 
rectly defintMl, than “ribaldry,” the lan- 
guage in wliitii w« have expressed our dis- 
gust and iadjgttatioii at the conduct of the 
Apothecaries* Compuiiy. No writer is bet- 
ter acquainted with t!ie force of sarcasm 
and ridicule than tlie Editor of 7V»e '/‘imcs-- 


miUBAflB HALL, 

ing” sentences, he raised a laugh against 
some old ladies, not a whit more respect- 
able, nor more wise, than the Hags ot Rhu- 
barb Hall, and on wdioso bigoted and child- 
isli proceedings, reason would have had as 
little influence as love of justice is likely to 
have, on the measures of medical legislators, 
j We sliall extract a passage from our con- 
temporary’s leading article ol 'luesday, not 
only because we like example belter than 
i precept, but because we liiqipen to know a 
I little of these enemies to “ Papisha." Let 
! the reader bear in nilnd, that the wriU^r 
i “ disapproves” of ribaldry : — 

“ The first Cumberlo- Brunswick Meet- 
ing wliirh we have to announce alter tliat 
of Kent, is out- summoned fur to-morrow at 
Honitoii, in Devonshire ! Maguilict nt i ! 
How pre.vah ’.it is the liuce of exaniplt* 1 ! 1 
Lord Wiiu’liiisea, and Sir Edward Kmiteii- 
j bull — a Peer uf J’arliament, ami one of thti 
! Members for the county oi Kent — l»nvt moved 
I John Rogers ami Williiim R(»;,er“, theport- 
j reeve and baiha of Honnoii, in J)<'vor». 
shite, to form a club in that uncienl 1 17, tor 
ihe protection of ilm Protestant reli<;u»n in 
this I nited kingdom. To he sure, W ilham 
Rovers and John Rogers, being no great 
tlviks, w'ere obliex'd to the latidlord of llie 
j\!i!;/s Aims Inn, wlo te the ( liih is to 
I meet, to ]H-n the rtM|uuiliou for them, hiuI 
he Ims made hut moderate work of it: but 
i if men ure loyal, wiiat sieuiiieft w riting, 
reading, or speiliiii; 1 (’ohhelt sav s he was 
; a boiiiier as well ns the Duke of W eihrigton ; 
and so was liHll-ealf in the }day, as well 
: /y.'fi/mr and Punce //a/; and John and 
' W illiain Rogers are etumies to Pafthhei no 
Jess iliati Lord Winchiiaea uud Sir Edward 
i Knatchbulh” 


weapons whicli lie frequently and most judi- j 
ciously einjdoys. Hence we were not a! 
little Burprised at the “ Uisajiprchalion ’ j 
expressed h,y our cciutemporary at (lie man- 1 
ner in which we have spoken of the new 
“ Regulations.” The Tima knows full well, 
that argument bestowed on some people is 
not only lost labour, but that, unforlijuately, 
it Bometime.s add.s to the self-coiMH it of Uif^ 
ignorant and bigoted. Acting on thiskuow- 
Ifcdge, wliat w as the conduct of our contem- 
porary on Tuesday, only the very day after 
he had spoken w ith “ disapprubalion ” of 
oiir “ ribaltlryl” wity, by a few “ hauler- j 


l‘lii.s “ banter,” as The yitfics calls it, has, 
w'e Imve little doubt, {irodiiced its tdrecl, 
not only on the imjdicaled iiarties, but also 
on their iieighhoura ; yet, had argument 
iicpii the weapon, we dare sw'car the former 
would have laughed at the writer, uUhougli 
not exactly in the same style in winch they 
now laugh. If The Tinm may ** banter *^ 
the Attti-Popery damea of that rolteiiest of 
the rotten hurough.s, Iloniton, why may not 
I we banler the Old Hags of that rotten corpo- 
ration in Uhubarh Hall? Eoraotely it ii not 
less ridiculous fur a company' of retail drug* 
giaui to pittoiid to legialate for Uie medicid 
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Act; in fact, they ore usnoPEU. The fifth 
clause defines the businessi or duty, of the 
apotliecary. 


profession, than it is for John and William i 
Iiogei‘it druggists ; C-Tlood, lawyer ; C. Gor- 
don, of the Bastard* family ; V. Somerset, 
parson ; P. Mules, lawyer; L. Gidley, 
lawyer; G, Gonry, half-poy officer; H. 
Wright, probably of Charhs Wright's fa- 
mily; H. G. Coplestone, parson ; and Cap- 
tain Basleigh, grocer, of the vit of Honiton, 
holding a meeting, to support the Protestant 
Church against the mischievous designs of 
the Pap/tfecs. Hags of Rhubarb Hall, and 
Honiton Brunswickers !->i faith you are ex- 
cellent company, and admirably matched, 
The Times is wrong, however, W'hen he 
ascribes the authorship of the re<juisition to 
Mr. Bowerman, the landlord of ihe King's 
Arms, who is much too clever a man to pen 
such trasli : he is, indeed, an enemy to the 
practices vif Gatholiciam, because he is a 
con finned hater of fast-days. And thus we 
conclude our banter. 


And whereas it is the duty of every 
person using or exercising the art and mys- 
tery of an apothecary to prepare with ex- 
actness and to dispense sucli medicines as 
may be directed for the sick by any physi- 
cian lawfully licensed to practise physic by 
the president and commonalty of the faculty 
of physic in I^mdon, or by either of tlie 
two universities of Oxford or Cambridge ; 
therefore, for the further protection, Mcu- 
rity, and benefit of his Majesty^’s subjects, 
and for the better regulation of the prac« 
lice of physic throughont England and 
W ales, be it enacted, That if smy person 
using or exercising the art and mystery of 
an upotliecary shall at any time knowingly, 
wilfully, and contumaciously refuse to m^e, 
mix, compound, prepare, give, apply or 
administer, or any way to sell, set on sale, 
put forth, or put to sale, to any person or 
persons whatever, any medicines, com- 
pound medicines, or medicinable composi- 
tions, or shall deliberately, or negligently, 
falsely, unfaithfully, fraudulently, or unduly 


make, mix, com}>ound, prepare give, apply, 
lithe Apothecaries’ Act of IB 15 had been i or administer, or any way sell, set on sale, 

faundfd uixm just and eouitoble principles. 1 fortl.. nr put to sale to any person or 
, t ' persons whatever, any medicines, compound 

— it it had not deceived the public, by pro- j jinijp-iin.;,, or medicinable compositions, as 
fesssing what it can never accomplish,— ; directed by any prescription, order, or re- 

, .. . , , ^ . * j . <• : K,.: jeeiju, signed with the initials, in his own 

and lilt had not invested a set of indivi- , ■ e l • - i r u 

uuu I. nau .m j haiul-wTiting, cf auy physician so lawfully 

duals with powers which they have provtni ■ jjcenscd to practise physic, such person or 

‘ persons so oHending shall, upon complaint 
made within twenty one days by such phy- 
sician, and upon conviction of such ofiVnee 
before any of his Majesty’s justices of the 
peace, unless such ofiender can show some 
satisfactory reason, excuse, or justification 
in Uiis behalf, forfeit for the first offence the 
sum of five pounds.” 


themselves to be incapable of properly ex- 
ercising, — we should not have spoken of it 
on so many occasions in such unqualified 
terms of condemnation. 

We stated in our Ninth Yoluniet, that the 
An w’.'is projected by avarice, supported by 


intrigue, and enacted by ignorance. From 
tlial atateraenl we do not now retract one 
word ; and if J'ha 7'mes would be at the 
pains to peruse the document, we are per- 
Buiwled that his conviction of the unjust 
motives of its proposers, and the impolitic 
proviftiona of muny of its clauses, will uot 
be less strong than our own. 

The powers, however, which have been 
recently assumed by the Apothecaries* 
Company, are dearly not waruuted by the 


* Bastard is one of the county uu^iuhers. 
t Page 5. 


And, in clause ttecrUy, itis provided, tliat, 
“if any person, (except sucli as are then 
actually practising as such,) shall, after tlie 
said Isi day of August, 101,5, act or practise 
ns an apoilu'cary in any part of l^igland or 
Walts, without having obtained such certi- 
ficate as aforesaid, — every person so offend- 
ing shall, for every such offence, forfeit and 
pay the sura of twxnty pounds.” Here we 
have the business of the apothecary defined, 
vix. “ (iiipensni^ the preteriptiaHS o/phpswuus, 
who are legally authorised to prescribe 
and, secondly, the amount of penalty which 
is to be iufiieled on thosu who iafringe this 
N $ 
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practice. By a most extraonlinary species { accomplish its speedy nod final nuccess. 
of ratiocination, the Court of Examiners! The profession, at tliis day, stand in need of 
have contrived to muierstund, that, by | little vnfoTination on the subject ; it is the 
these clauses, they may mulct the members public and parliuraoat wlmri'ciuiieto he eii- 
of the College of ^uirgeons of tiieir imme- lightened. The Legislature having considered 
morial rights ; prevent llie graduates of the that chemists and dntgtj^ists are tiilly ijualitied 
Scotch, and other Universities, from prac- to execute all the duties which Irelong to 
tising as apothecaries in England ; and the business of the apothecary, can any 
prohibit, not only surgetyjs, but even the person, possessing common sense, bilievo 
Fellows of the London College of 1‘hysi- that tltey intended to withhold from phy- 
ciana, from dispensing their own prescrip* sicians and surgeons, of the first rate charac* 
tions. Thus, from .their measures, they ter and education, privileges and immuni- 
would have it inferred*, that it was ilie in- ties which are so freely and so unreservedly 
tention of the Legislature to refuse gentle- awarded to the ignorant and uneducated! 
men, whom they deemed capable of pre* The words of the Act declare, that it was to 
scribing for the cure of the most important protect the pub'.ic from the pructii es of 
diseases, the opportunity of mixing in a Ignorant p< r.sun.s ; the pi Ivileges granted to 
mortar the remedies which Uiey have the the chemists and drUj;gi»t5, is an ncknow- 
ability to direct. ?sow, weask, could this ledgenHut that t/'ir/ arc not the ignorant 
liave betna tlie intention of the Legislature ? persons Ironi whom it was necessary to pro- 
If the following clause of the Act should jtt'Ct the pubiic; iherofore, ni seeking fur 
furnish a negative to this (juestion, then diose ifidividuuls, from whose iguotant 
we shall have jiroved the i sckimtiov of j»ructice* it was deemed expedient to guard 
the Company, and the conP(‘(|uent illegality ! the public, we must desi eud from tlie chc- 
of tlieir present proceedings. misi iind druggist a step or two lower, and 


“ Provided always, and he it forilo-r en- 
acted, That nothing in this Act c .nuiirif-d 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, tf) 
prejudice or in any way to alfect tin* trad.' 
or business of a cliymisl and drus;gi8t, in 
the buying, preparing, toiupouiidiug, liis- 
pensing, and vending drugs Jnedicine.H, and 
niedicinuble coinjioundK, wholesale anti re- 
tail j bid all pei'Mitts nr exeicnint: iiiesaid 
trade er ImlacM, or it/m shall, or man iurmflcr 
Use or exerci.ie the uime, shall and viaii use, er- 
erchc,tind cnrni im, the samr trade nr (msmersin 
such manner, and as f ull p and amfiHf to aii in- 
tenti and purjmes, m the same trade or imdves<. 
Was u^ed, e.rerrised, tr earned m laj chumwi 
and drn^^hls berate the pamn^ o/'thn ,Jc{." 

To this clause we earnestly invite tlic 
particular attention of The Tines ; fur, if wr 


!.».oe we find the unirdbrnn d shup-buy atid the 
imjmiieut quack ; tliC Ibnio r ot \siiom, it ia 
I well known ia liurnbcrless is per* 

iiulh d to d.Ap.ctise the prescriptions of sur- 
geon r and . arid the latter kills, 

' far and wiJ'*, l.y means of lus baueinl nos* 
trunis. W lu-nce, then, the itrotectioo from 
I the Apotbeciiries' Act ' It i.s a ta-iosiou ; 

I a proiitiihle one, to U.t* Ajtotlicraries’ Com* 
puny, it in\is,l be ( on fersed, into whose 
I* -ileis it bus nujfecd to Ilf tbri wn, even at 
jtk;:i e.iiiy period, nearly thirty thousand 
[.ouadii. ’i he imiividual of i!u' jiresect day, 
who styh'S blmst lf clM-mij^t and drug ;ist, is, 


can only succeed in convincing our con- 
temporary of tin? inutility of ;!o> Apoiht- 
caric.s* Act iti its present shape, or, wiial is 
worse, its pernicious effects on the interests 
of the public and of t!je medical profesni.m, 
we are persuaded that he will not only aid 
tlie cause of medical reform, but, by l.ij, 
powerful advocacy and unrivalled iiifiuence, 


in every resp- . I, the apotln-ciiry , m.i only of 
(h»‘ most reneit.-s Itme.-i, but llm apot!u*ciify 
d( scrio.'d i:i i.i*. t.luiricrol Jiinics the l icht, 
itnd furtlicr. the aj.othecary described in ihii 
Aelo. Jblo; n prrsori wliosc aitidmin at» 
and practice art; nlUigcihm dissimilar to 
tlioBi* o( tiie genti ttl practitioner or surgeon, 
wiili flitiio, tif late, it has been the h%Um 
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trith the members of a certain corporation 
to confound him. Ciirmisis and druggista, 
before the Act of IBU), not only in I.ondon, 
but in many parts of the country, were 
in the habit of visiting patients, prescrib- 
ing for patients, and dispensing tbeir own 
prescriptions. These privileges were se- 
cured to them by the foregoing clause; 
accordingly, at the present day, without 
having served any apprenticeship to a 
medical mSn, entirely divested of scien- 
titic tnedicid information, they visit sick per- 
sons, prescribe, dispense the medicines, and 
can rccerjjr at late for medicines so supplied ; 
yet, owing to the vsuuivviios' of the 
Apolhecaiiea’ Company, the Fellows of the 
College of IMiysiciuns, even Sir Henry H.nl- 
ford liiinself, cannot dispense his own pre- 
scriptions, unless he open shop as a chemist 
and druggist ; .Scotch graduates are pre- 
vented (no great loss, to be sure) from 
practising in England and Wales as apothe- 
caries; the members of iho EngUsli College 
of Surgeons do not reem^ur at law for medi- 
cines willt which liu » .supply their patients, 
and me prohibited from di.spensing their 
own preaciipiions. 1 hese are u few of llu* 
blc.ssing.s which we derive Com the Ajmthe- 
tniries' Act, and the u.suvpatioa of the 
Apcthectiries’ Company. 

\Ve are as anxious as 77 h’ Timti can be, 
that tbe public should be protei led ugninsi 
unquiilitied practitioners, oud, probably, we 
are more unxjous lliiit iho interests nf tbe 
' proiVssion should he jautecled against the 
uiipriiu:ij>led proceedings of thy same im- 
pudent imposters. Hut, in our unxit ty to 
ace tlus accomplislied, we cannot laud tlie 
Apotliecarii s' Act of I 'd lo, n measure which, 
although it may have cflVctei! sonu* good. 
ba» gone far towiiViK-. dosiroying the respect- 
ability of the pTo"t ssion, owing to the 
^powers with which it invested company 
;|ttf retail druggists. The conduct of this 
" to meiljcul students him been infamous ; 
each year they have published ex fmt facto 
which have had the effect «f puitiog 


lai 

meritorious young men to enormous ex- 
|>eDse and unnecessary trouble, without any 
equivalent advantage ; and in some instances 
students of great merit have quitted the 
profession in disgust, from the harassing 
and cruel tendency of the Company’s “ re- 
gulation.'^ Give us “ indentures," give us 
certificates," pve us “ certificates,” is 
the eternal, the senseless cry, of the Court 
of Examiners. They demand similar inden- 
tures and similar ceitificates, from young 
men of ability and from men of no ability ; 
from the iiidu.strious and from the idle ; 
from the talented and from the stupid. They 
must and will exact the same sum of money', 
from eadi candidate, utterly regardless 
of natural capabilities and acquirements. 
Can The Times, the liberal, the enlightened 
Times, support such a system as this? 
Will The 7'imes, who has so ably and so 
beneficially advocated, by unanswerable 
arguments, the removal of restrictions on 
commerce, become a stickler for restric- 
tions on science 1 Impossible . — The J'inm, 
who wus for the free introduction of French 
silk, will not, surely, attempt to pro- 
liibil FrcacU pfiysic. If a pnpil claim to be 
examined, why should be not be examined 
without the production of a single cerlifi- 
cate 1 Hecause if llie Iliamifters are them- 
selves qualified for the proper execution of 
their duty, the puldicwdU find their security 
in the success of the examiued. Certificates, 
it is true, rIiow that a certain sum of money 
has been expended ; but in the medical pro- 
fesrsion, talent aloue is the legitimate source 
of resi»eciabiiity. 


A Wn'Ki.v MrniCAL Joi'uvAi, baa just 
appeared at Paris, under the title of“ Jtmruttl 
HehdamaJaire rfe AUdetin*,** wdiich, in point 
of ftuui, type, and general arrangement, 
beats a striking resemblance to T ii k La \eET, 
U is, in fact, another invitation of tliis Jour- 
md ; uml, ns far as we can judge from im in- 
spectiou of the first Number, a more re- 
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epectable imitation of our pubVicatiou tlian 
any which has been attemi'ted in our own 
metropolis. The Editors state io their Pre- 
face, tlrnt they have been induced to under- 
take this work in fonstnjuence of the ut» 
settled state of the medietd profession in 
Prance. “ La moude medirut,'* they observe, 
eft aifttd, dsjjuli tqns, pur \m mgue 

sentiment trirrfudiiiiou e! d intjuit'Ottie." W hat 
{i^rounds there may be at Paris for ttj^serting 
tltat the medical w'orjd is in a slate of agi- 
latiou, we know not; hut it h a liille sin- 
gular that a state of the profession, which, 
occordiog to ilie enemies of iiu ilical reform 
in this country, derives its origin from U»e 


LONDON’ MEDICAL SOCIETV. 

AWfmiw 

Dr. Ha St AM, President, ift the Chair. 

Tins was the evening appointed for re- 
coiving the geiicrid report of the State of 
the Society, v.iid, hy whom wet^thnow not, 
direciiotiA AVtTd gu’eii ( tourary to ony exist* 
ini: law, tliat no visittos should he utlmilicd 
into the- Society until after tlie report was 
received, anti its affairs discussed. 'ITo 
com-cquence of this was, (hut a number of 
visitors were kept w aiting in nnoiher mom 
uiitil half past nine o'clock, when it was in- 
limuled to them hy one of the Hegistrar’a 


' soils, that the privuie hiisiness having occii- 


: pied the whole of the evening, the other 


business of the Socie tv wniih! nut he eoten d 


appearance of The Lamet in October 
should now be assigned, by the French jour- 
nalists, 8fl a reason for a aiiutlar publication 
in Paris. The* supposed ogitation t)f the 
medical profession in this country, is, we 
repeat it for the hundred iJj time, a chimera, 
a mere creature of the imugiiiuvion, or, ra- 
ther, a fiction propagated by the corrupt 
junta, which has too lung battined on the 
spoils which it has appropriati d, ut tlif 
price of the welfare, the honour, and il.e 
respectability, of the profeiision. Tl;at cor. 
rupt junta is fully sensible of the tranquil- 
lity of the profession, and it foresees, in 
that tranquillity, a storm (hat threatens 
it with destruction. 'I he great body of the 
profcBsiou is calm, and coUecled, and itso* 
lute; it is only the few- obscene birds of 
prey, which have hitherto clouded and m- 
rupted the medical ttlmo.sphere, that are , 
crest-fallen ami agitated, 

i 

Ax account of another auccestfulopera- 


upon, and (bar, therefore, llu^y miglil 
depart, 

i Several membprs, as they prof ceded up 
' -tans f j the Society, seeing the visitors 
; waiting. re',;retfe(l that they, iiaving in- 
tended to favtuir t!ii‘So( iety with their pre- 
-■^enrp, phonld rioi lujve beeri ndmilted into 
•he TiKiiii, ai;,i expn sped their ahhorrince 
at anything in the phape of privacy being 
carried on within the walls of {!.■*• iiiplitu- 
tion. I'here was no report prepared Idr tho 
Drcpidj lit ; therefore he was ui-der the ne« 
ceiisityof calling, in siucftinion, upon the 
Irtasurer, Libra, riiin, and Secretary, for 
tbrt iga correspondence, to lav betore the 
Sitciety oral statements, in otder Ihat its 
iiif'mlK-rs ihivpit ; Icurly miderstuodtiuS situa- 
tion of tlodr uffnirs. 

I Ihfl Ireasurer (Dr. SiiiAriMAN) stated, 
: that It apjH-an d the Sim iety was u little in 
orrt-ar, owing to thsi great expeipie it had 
been at in ihe repairs of ilshouis, |t4« 

The l*i!i «ini jij hof»ed itvAould be fbnnd, 
the Socii ty peoSeiiised au);de eriergies u> 
eirsble it to retrieve itself from its preient 
diftk'ultu-s. 

Mr, J viu;t 1. 1, ndverted to the Tntmner in 
which the Society had heen detained a fort- 
night ago, ill c onseqiienre of Urn absence of 
the llegistrar, he having Wen th i tuned by 
the Louncil in their rt Jtri, after tlio uatial 
period at which the Society meets. If^* 
eorititlly agreed witli the observuliojis 


tion for aneurism of the inriominata and 
carotidi hy tying the artery on the diaUl 
side of the tumour, will be found at page 
1H7 of our present Number , Country sur- 
geons are beginmng to take tlioir proper 
station. The treatment of the cuNi re- 
flects great credit on the Uleut and dis- 
criiuiitatiott of Mr. D. Evah^. 


i nnoe at trial tune t»y tt?e I'resuleMt,, strongly 
* deprecated such rondiict, imd Imped that 
jsuch a circumstance would not traaspiro 
; again . 

j In the course of observations from seve- 
j ml tjiiarters on iliis subjert, it appeared 
I that iliere was a law of the Soeiety, insking 
, it the duty of one of the Secfeiaries, and not 
of the Ivegiilrur, to he present at the com- 
jmetKiemeut of the meeting, to retid (ho 
I miimios of the formvr alglit'i dkoMott* 
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tlie laltcT officer's doty being merely to take 
notes of wliat traiiipirei) ns the discussions 
proceeded, 

Mr. Cam.away, one of the Beeretories, 
obaerved that if this w«» rcully the duty of 
the Jtocretary, be should forthwith nn. 
burthen himself of the situfttion he held in 
the Society. 

The J’nKJunitKT trusted, after the public 
notice that had been taken of this violation 
of order, there would be no future ground 
of cntnjduint. I 

A long discussion next arose, with re* 
gun! to the puhlicaiioii of the proceedings 
of t}»e 8orie^3^ and respecting the right of' 
the i^ociety to detain any pa])ers that might! 
be read to it. | 

Tbe PassiDiNT, with that openness and j 
liberality for whicli he is s>o pre'Cfmiuently ' 
diMinguishod, advocated the propriety nfi 
uflording, most cordially, every i)j»portu- j 
riily to the facility of publishiup whatever i 
transpired ia ihe Society. He considered i 
that fuiUiMil reports hud done, and would do, ! 
more for tlie inlerehts of the Society, and toj 
promote tiie ohjecis of ifj» formation, tlian unv j 
other tiniig that could J)Os^il)ly he thought , 
of ; and, ronsequenily, that the Society, in-: 
Rtend of objecting to the admission of the i 
medical press, « us greatly indebted to it. for 
tile part it look in their proceedings. As to] 
tlie right of deuining papers after they had 
been read to the Society, ho thought pujx'rs, 
read by authors ihcmselves, diflerid very 
inalcriullr from those presented to, and 
read by, the, Secrefary. lu the former iu- 
atance, iu his opuiiou, the papers were the 
literary property of the aurhor, who had o 
right to make what further use of them he 
pleased, — either to publish them, or to lock 
them up iu bis drawer. 

Mr. AY adverted to a case, in 

W'liioh, he believed, it turned out that the 
pubiic.iliou of reports, wlicre they were 
allowed, took tiwsiy the author's literary 
right in what was read ; and, if this were 
re.illy liie case, he thought there would be 


President, and agreed with him, to the ut- 
most exieut, in the propriety of aasenting 
to, nay, of earnestly soliciting, the veiy 
adtaatageous assistance of the siedicui 
press. 

Tbe Regiatrar, ar.d a few others, at- 
tempted to stand up as fitaunchly on the 
other side of the question. They contended, 
might ainl main, for “ Hole-atid-Corner " 
work. 'J’hey seemed, like sensitive plauts, 
afraid of beio^ touched, as if cjcmsciotis 
that they were unable to withstand the fair 
and open gase of the profession. A negative 
I reply was inndt* by ^Ir. F ieid, the Registrar, 
i to the question of a member, whether the ob- 
jection to the publication of reports of the 
•Society, did not fxi.st with respect to one 
weekly jmblication only. The ijuestion on 
this point might, perhaps, have been put to 
Mr. Held in another shape, and in a way iu 
which it would liavt? been impojiaible for him 
to have withheld the fact ; for we couceivo 
we have solid ground for alleging, th.at Mr. 
Field transfers the minutes of the J>ociety to 
anotlier publication. 

Mr. Fii to, loo, said, that the reports 
must either be by roenibers*, or visitors iu- 
lrodiiC'*d by them; fwliat a discovery!) 
and, iu his opinion, member* ought to he 
held responsible for tlie conduct of those 
who were introduced by them I 
I The Pnr.sinKST politely and concluMvely 
;ob.served, tliat the accuracy with which the 
; reports w'ere made, was both a aufficunt 
I responsibility and security lo the Society 
I and its members. 

I 


ST. BAUTHOLOMFAV'S HOSPHAL. 

tin cj VaiimiU mhfiiited t/nder tht care of 
Mr, LiUerence, Octoher ib). 

Ilnirf) the Eii^hth'i irutd, No. 1.— -Benjamia 
Shiiw, a tat. o.r, mulignaut lumonr, proceed- 


an ohjec.iion to pemiiltiug the rejmrts be- ing from the lower part of the right orbit, 
jTjg made. He could not but state, how- with displacement of the eye and total loss 
ever, that the reports in I'nr. L.AKcn ap- of ^ight. 

peared to him to he faithful and accurate No- **. — W. Miller, ;vlat. ‘jd, large iilrcrn- 

in every respect. tion of the scrotum, with a fungus protrud- 

Mr. Satmon considered the eye of the ting, 
press one of the most excellent checks over i No. 3. — E, Cummings, mlai. 36, slough- 
the Society it could under any cirrum- ing ulceration of the left ancle, 
stances have. Putting every tiling else No. b. — Isaac Pain, «tal, ulceration 
Hside, it was rahnilated to prevent people of the itiside of the left thigh, m ith a sinus 
occupying the time of the Society in talk- conimunicating with the femur, 
ing nonsemm* If they contiuuod to talk No. B.— James Haynes, mtat. 30, con- 
nonsense, they were held up to lUt? ridicule traded rectum, with nbscesa surrounding, 
the profession; and, iu such ca^es, : and a fungous excreicence growing Irom the 
xithly would they deserve to ho bled weekly anus. 

by Tii» Lancst. {l-nufihter and apftUtw), No, 11.— F^lw, Barber, letat. .SO, exten- 
Mr. VVai lku, Mr. Howki i., and some wve ulceration of the nghi leg below the 
other gcntleaton, w'armly aupjiorted the kn«e. 
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No, 2, {Jkck RVfi).— E. lUjjger, ajluL 
1(), sli’Aif 1 ‘outusion ol tiien^lit kwee. 

No.ii.— Uichurd Sweeney, a'tat. i;>. opa- 
city of the cornea of both eyes, and iiuroo- 
bihty of the iri» of llie right eve ; vicera* 
tion of the right leg, aud painful afteciioa 
of the limbs. 

No. 11. — Edward Sharp, a'tat.2J>, large 
sloughing: ulceration of the left arm, with 
fungus. 

Lomus' irard, No. 2.— H- E-. tntat. 19. 
ulceration of the left groin'l’ and bubo. 

No. j.— W. letut. '27, enlarged gland 
in both groins, with jihimosis. 

\o. 4 . — ■\V. S., R'lat. ir, excoriativon and 
flwellinij of the prepute., aud aweiling of the 
gluns of the groin. 

No. 8.— -W. L., {flat. 25, phimosis and 
ulceration of the prepuce, wtih pubtuiar 
eruption over the body. | 

No. 5. — J. L., anat. 2d, bubo in the left 
groin. I 

No. lO.—W. K., aetat. 25, condyloiuatous i 
excrescences about the anus. | 

No. 11.— W. E., ®tai. 24, ulceration of i 
the prepuce, with swtdling of ihu glands to : 
the right groin. | 

Faith's Hurd, No. 10.— .Ann Tilling, mlat. ' 
2,'?. ulceration of the varicose veins of the • 


tltB lower cxtrcnjities. Had itcctis- 
tofiied to get wet at work, but was not sett- 
sihie of hB'-mg taken cold at any particular 
period. 'Hie uneiusiuesa in his liml>» had 
continued until las atlmia^ion. (’ouid with 
great difl'iculiy walk across the fioor ; in at- 
j tt mpting to walk, could not place the soles 
'of his teet litmly aud tlatly on the floor. 
About three weeks ago his urine began to 
pa>s at night involtintanly. In the day 
time lie can oecasionaliy pass it at will, hut 
Willi considerable pain ; is extremely rest- 
less at night, aud has not slept soundly for 
some months, i'iie ancle and knee joints 
always feel stilf, I’ressure at ilu? lower 
i part of the lumbar verlelna* gives pain, 

I but there is no external ajtpeaiaiue of in- 
jury. I’he bowels have heen costive for a 
king time ; ]'u<se84. DrvUred four grains 
Of tadonud, wiih 1<’M ot jalap, to be taken 
itnine(iiat»-ly, with a dose of ilu* h uih,- me- 
oieine afterwaius ; live grama of blue pill 
in the uiurnmg, and to be cupped to sixteen 
ouifces. 

I Itiobi-r .’5. .Since admitlt d he has been 
cupped in tlu' loins and neck , he ba.s lukeu 
two dor.en ol the alors and soap pili.s, four 
<l.'‘ops of th»- croton oil i, a drop every two 
loMirsi.a pint of castor (»il, and a 'juarl of 


right leg. 

No. 13, (Back ll’ur.i).— 'Mary Stewart, 
ivtat. 28, ulceration of the upper part of the 
noft palate, and t-xti-ndiiig through it. 

No. 22.— .Eine I’eriv, arUt. 25, circular 
ulcenilioua on diiterent parts, aud pustular 
truptioMs. 

No. 21.— Ellen Uos*;, n;tat. 35, derjdy- 
8''a!ed jddegmoTious ulceration of the neck, 
with scaly ermtuion. 

Magdalen's W'urd, No, 2 — A. K., :t.t, Ik, 
gonorriora, and ulcerniion of the labia. 

Futimee's IVard, No, 1.— E. M., leUt. 29, 
syphilitic eruption over the body. 

No. 3.— C. U., leiat. 18, lullammation 
and sw'ellitig of the right elbow ; ukera* 
lions and discharge. 

No. B, — A. S,, Rtat. Id, warts, 

•No. 9-— 51. A., iviat. 21, swelling and 
iiiilauimation of the right labia. 


i lum.se mediciue. be>!iie« ( nemas aiui n very 
' considerable ijuanlify of i idouiel anti pduji, 

; and y< I he persists in stut ing that ins bwwets 
; have bet a but siighUy acted upon, and ibo 
cvarualiun.s have been of a gieeo wsleiy 
r.iifure. Cuiuplaius oi p;un in liic ubdonu ii 
i tip.m pressure, ihongli there is no unuatu- 
* jui appcuriujce to the eVc. 

‘ In a few days aft' nvards, susjdeion being 
; excited in the mif»d of the .sijr,.e.iri that this 
. j>uti-ut was acting llie jiurl oJ tiic old soUiitr, 
land subseepietittdiscrvutums cuntirmiiig this 
j .suspicion, he was ordered to murch, to bis 
; no .sluail uniiovunce. 


St rPOSKlJ l-AKAl-rSI.S Ol lIIKi/lWFP, r.XTtll.- 

MIIII.S, \Uill UlISlINATr. COST 1 VIA! S3, 

John Erringtoii, a'tal. ;i2, was admitted 
on llie Idlh of September into Menry the 
Eighth's Ward, under the care of Mr. 
Lawrence, as w as inferred from his appeur- 
ftnee and (itutement, labourin'^ umh^r partmi 
paralysis of the lower extremities, aud a 
most obstinately coiitivc stale of tiie bowels. 
He wa» of inidfjlmg fttature, dark haired, 
five fe* t seven iuc.hes in iicighr, ruidy ipi- 
pf ftrance, and a potter by trade. Muted 
ihut ubwit seven iiioiiths tigo he was strixed 
with chiMiueSii, nuiubnea.'^, aud crismpa, in 


iFKAcrint. or tiik j.io is a at 

I JMEjI.M.MU mom I; Ol (.1-1 AtlllN. 

! }!&nua!i llruce, ctul. H, wus admitted 
I into No. 10, (Queen's Ward, under the care 
<»f Mr. Vinieril, on the lOlh of Sept,, ut 
j hall-jtast twelve iom., with a tructure of the 
tfbmand tihula, at !»h.)i«i the inferior third 
of the left leg. '1 he patient i« seven months 
odvaoceti in pregnanev ; gains her liveli- 
hood hv selling urticies in the street, lifid 
met with the tticiiieiti hy slipping on (lui 
fkmr when entering her loiigings. 'J h« 
I child IS aiive, iind vciv .strong, I in* limh is 
I put up iu s]dints, and the |mlient coniined 
‘ to bed. 

I October 22. Sim has not iuid a bad symp« 
\ t.iiu ; the union i» jmrfect , there is very 
(little swvilmg of the foot; she is able to 
walk c<.THfontthly with • crulch, tmd wsit 
this day diKhar^cd. 



DISEASE OF THE PELVIS. 


MALIGNANT DIRP-ASK WITIIIN THK CAVITY 
Of TDK PKLVIS. 

Caroline Douglas, aHat. 3.1, dark-haired, 
siillow appearancp, and rather corpulent, 
was admilted on the iJl«t of July into 
I’aitli’s Ward, under the care ot Mr. ^.aw- 
reiice, apparently labouring under nothing 
more than simple oedema ot the left lower 
extremity, and more purlitularh’ ot the su- 
perior portion of the thigli. J.eeches were 
applied, the. saline mixture and purgatires 
liad recourse to, and slie soon left the lloa- 
piial, as was supposed, much improved. 

la the course of n few days she relarned, 
worse than on her first aj^peuraure, and wa-s 
re*admiiied. The limb speedily became 
lu arly lliree tim’/s as lar^e as tlie otlier, ^ 
and itie o-derntt progrc.ssively moved up the , 
h it sivk* of tlie hbdonnui and chest, involv- 1 
ing the. mummary gUind. '] he ri^ht lower ^ 
e.'ttremiiy Ijecauu' oecaj^ionaliy swollen to! 

» small "extent, and loward.s the close of| 
life the wliole of the abdomen and chest.! 
The patient, throughout her illne.ss, c«>m- j 
plained of great pain it» the left extremity, | 
and, upon ]iie«sure, over the left liiac lossa. | 
Mie was a married woman, I'.ad )iad c!nl- 1 
dren, and the youngest was twelve years of 
age. For a considerable period tlie limb 
presented nil the appeal nnees ot [ddegma- j 
sin dolens, but till death there was an oh- 1 
scuniy about the case. At one period ! 
there wa.s a complete suppression of urine . | 
the ehileriuni was t‘: “U iuid recourse to, i 
which occasioned the kidneys again to se- 
crete. SumerimeH there was « siuhil (juiiu- j 
lily of blood mixed with the urine. Leeches, ■ 
general bleedini>, cupping, and the m;tst i 
«pi>roi>riai.e medicines ingenuity could sug 
gest, were liad recourse to. As alter cup , 
]*ing in llie loii:.s a great quantiiy of watery ; 
Huid escaped, and cousideruhie rtdiet was' 
thereby afforded, Mr. Lowuence subse- 
(juenily made two small incisions on the 
exteriml aspect <»f the thigh, and one in the 
leg, with n lancet , in the hope that these 
outlets might ]Move additionally advun- 
tiige<>u.s, but unfortunately ihe hopes were 
not realised. In spite ot every treatment 
the patient graduaily grew worse till the 
moniitig of tiie 3t8l Octuber, on which she 
expired. 

The Poit^mortem K.i:u-*m«atie« was ronducl- 
#id by Mr. Wood , and the following up- 
penruuces presented themselve.s ; — 

On opening the cbest and abdomen, the 
perioavdium w'a« foind to he firmly udherent 
lo several parts of the thorux, the peritoneum 
j|o the abdomen^ and one portion of the intes- 
Mnes lo another, in various parts, ns well m 
plinoat througliout, to the omentum. I’he 
^ght ventricle of the heart euhirged, tlaccid, 
jpid thin ; the liver excetnliugly tubeiculated ; 
phe loft kidney enormously enlarged ibrougti- 
ita structure, weighing ut least two 


m 


pounds, but having a healthy appearance ; 
the right kidney, smaller than usual. The 
ureter from the left kidney traceable, though 
with some difficulty, through a portion of 
the diseased structure in the pelvis, and 
perfectly pervious ; the right ureter was 
natural. The renal artery on the dis- 
eased side not much, if any. larger than 
usual. An immense mass of diseased struc- 
ture was found firmly attached to llie inter- 


nttl part <»f the left pubic ftiiti isciuatic 
portion of the perils, running along the 
linea ilio-pectinea to the sacro-ischiotic 
symphysis, as well as in front, crossing the 
symphysis pubis, and dipping down to the 
outlet.' The structure likewise extended 
out of the pelvis, proceeding down the 
thigh for about an inch and a half below 
Poupart*s ligament, and pressing firmly 
on the femoral vessels. t • • i 

The diseased substance was of a whitish 
cheesy nature, having somewhat the ap- 
pi-arance of medullary sarcoma y and from 
sonui parts of it, when cut into, a purulent 
discliarge waS obseivable. A small quan- 
tity of coagulated lymph and blood W'ero 
found in the tVmonil vein, a short distance 
below Poiipart's ligament ; and these, in 
ail probubahility. tuj;eiht*r with the pressure 
of liie diseased .suhslauco upon it, occasion- 
ed the a*demat(>U!» state of the limb. I ho 
tunics of the femoral artery were much 
tliifkened, iodurated, itsctiUhre diminished, 
and showctl slight signs of coinmeuciog 
os^ificauon. The arteries, throughout the 
Mihiect, w ere small, i he lower three or 
h.ur inches of the rectum were free from 
the disease, but ail the rest, with a con- 
siderable portion of the sigmoid flexure of 
the colon, were involved in it, as vrell os 
the poalerior surface ol the hlauder, fundna 
of the uterus, the ovaries on both sides, and 
the lumbar glands, which, with the excep- 
tion of the latter, were all. in some part or 
other, closely uttached together, and w’itli 
the diseased moss filled up the cavity of the 
pelvis, oltiuhed to it m front lo the left 
ischiatic fosso and sacrum. Du carrying a 
knife through the symphysis pubis, the 
bones s<'purated easily to the I'Xteut oi 
two inciu s, and then* the sircro- iliac sym- 
physes were also obsetveil to be detached* 
i'he intiunnl fUirface of iho bladder, oppo- 
site to where it was pressed forcibly upon 
posierivwlv. presented a very vascular ap- 
jM*ura«u ujul had the mucous tiiembrauo 
slightly tilcerated. wiuch very likely pro- 
duced the bloijrtl that was observed to have 
passed in the urine dunJ»g life. 

Mr. Langslftfl’, who suw the parttf alter 
dissection, considered tho left kidtiey du- 
unsfcAl, tlimigh it main mined, genertiHy, a 
bcultbv nppearauce ; and tbal, probably, its 
morbiA tondiiion occasidued the aupprossioa 
of lha setreiion of the urine* 
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LI THOTOM Y»-.LARYNGOTOM Y. 


8T. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 

rARALYSIS OP TUB LOWER EXTREMITIES | 
FOLLOWING INJURY. j 

FREnERtrK Percy, b lu-altby-looking and; 
robust sailor, ajl. S'i, wns adniiitHl June l‘J, i 
18^18, under the care of Mr. Greew ; stated' 
that about six months before admission,! 
whilst on the look out for land, he fell from; 
the fore-top-mast of tic Atlas East Indis- 
man on his buttocks; he experienced a 
great deal of pain from his fall, and his 
low’er extremities became immediately para- 
lytic j he was ble4 from his arm, and was 
likewise cupped on the loins, 'riic catliefer ! 
was introduced for a few days after recetv- i 


IslioDS. The granulations neat the fore- 
head, on the left side, are very luxuriant, 
and there is a considerable discharge of pus. 
A day or two after the operation, there was 
I considerable discharge througli the posle* 
jrior nares into the pharynx, but the matter 
I IK, at present, discharged by the nostrils of 
; the newly -formi'il nose. At the upper sur« 
ike, on the right bide, there is a dark spot, 
hut, in all other paits, the wound has a 
healthy appearance. 


IIOPITAL BEAUJON 


ing the accident, and, for some time after- j 


LARWriOl OMV. 


wards, his urine w*as thick, and highly 
oftensive ; his bowels w’ere not moved till 
eight days after Uie accident, althoiigli pur- 
gative medicine was adniinislcred. When 
he was admitted, there was a projection 
of the spinous processes of three of the 
lower dorsal vertehia*, and complete para- 
lysis of the lower extremities; sensibility 
not at all diminislied ; bowels regular, and 
the urine wot ddicient in <juanii?y, and 
readily evacuated. Tiie ireaimenl adopted, 
since his stay in the hospital, has been ilu« 
inscition of two setons in the baik, and the; 
appl’catiou of the liniment of ammonia to 
his extreroities. He says he is much bet- 
ter than when admitted ; he can now, No- 
vember ^1, move his legs and toes with fa- 
cility. 


A YOfNf. man, ‘2.’> years of age, of u strong 
constitulmn, inudverlrntiy let a needle slip 
down his iliruut. He was iuslantly utiatked 
wiih violent cough and attempts to expec- 
torate, hy which, at last, the thread to whic h 
the tu-edie was nttuvhed was ilirown U)t ; 
this was, however, of little use, for jiulling 
tin:, thread brought on fresli attacks of 
coughing, and caiis(‘d a very puintui sensn- 
liuit in ilie larynx, as if the needle were 
lixed in its substance. AUct the patient 
had remaiuctl in this tttite for three, day*, 
he WiW, on the iDtli of .lune, brought into 
the Ii 08 :)ital ; at tiiis lime he was alfectc d 
with a most violent convulsive cough, dvs« 
i [uora, extreme anxiety, intense pain in the 
I larynx, uimost total lo.ss of voice, and very 
dilhrult deglutition. The external parts of 
the neck were red, liol,aiul8woUen. During 


OPERATION or LITHOTOMY. | «„ atlttck of cougb. tin* thread had again 

The operation of lithotomy was performed j •'^L Blandiu being uocertain 
at this hospital on Knday, the 2ilh uU., by ; whetiier the foreign body was iii the larynx 
Mr. Green, i lie, imtieot* a heidihy-lookingjor in the a'sophugus, pul off the open.! ion 
lad, ipt. 10, had suffered under symptoms of l'OUil the re-appeiirance of the thricad slKiuld 
stone for several years, and csnie from the ! lum to form nmon; cert.dndiagu<Kis ; 


'vicinity of IVimbb'ton, Surrey. Mr. Green, 
as usual, used the gorget; the stone was; 
reiidily grasped by the forceps, but some 
delay w'as o(xas»om*d in its cstrartion by its 
lage sixf ; there was considerable pain in 
the abdomen two days after the operation, 
and twelve leeches were applied, which i 
were rept-aied a day or two following, J'he 1 
boy jins been doiug well since. ' 

Nov. 4. Not a single bad symptom ha^ 
occurred. 'I he urine still escapes through 
the opfctiiug. 

T A LI ACOT; A N OPER AtrOK. 

'f'he man who was operated on by Mr. 
Green for the formation of u new nose, is 
going on well ; on the left side it lias united 
by adhesion— on the right by grBrndalioo.^ 
Ihe teplum Im not yet ututed, although j 
there ate, at this part, some heaUhy granu- 


jmeunwiule letches, venesection, ire.., were 
I employed. ‘J'ht* above symplatns oontimnMl, 
but without indicating much danger, till llic 
iiJlhi, when the ilueutl, having been again 
brought lip by coughing, many attempts 
Wcft- made to withdraw the needle by it, 
but in vain ; in depressing the tongue with 
the finger, it was evident that the Uirend 
entered the larynx on the left side of the 
! epiglottis, and after a fruitiess attempt to 
extract the needle by' means of a curved 
tube, laryngotomy wins resolved on. The 
swelling of the neck was so considerable, 
that it w)i<i impohsiblu to find exactly the 
crico-thyreoidtau sjuice. M. IJlandin made 
an incision in the middle tif the laryngeal 
reffion, and by slowly dissetiiug the cellulo- 
I fibrous mass, into which th« subcutaneout 
muscles w ere changed, arTived at the eheo- 
thyreoid memhraue, which|^ after tlmltiatura 
uf a few amall artcriei, woa trasuveiisiy 



ANEUniSM OF THE INNOMINATA. 


ler 


o]><*n(«cl. A director rras carried through! 
the aperture, and the thyreoid cartilage di- 
vided on ii in ita whole lehgtli ; o violent, 
hut short attack of cough followed this 
part of the operation ; when it had subsided, j 
eome attempts were made to extract the 
needle, but the extreme agitniioii which 
followed each introduction of the forceps, 
made M. Hlaiidin riesiftt from them. The 
wound was dressed with a )>iece of adhesive 
plaster, w ith an opening in the iniddU; fat the 
jmssiige of ail. 'I he net of sw'allowing was 
DOW attended with much h'ssdifiicult) ,hut the 
lUiids escaped, for the most part, through the 
wound. 'I'he thread had, durim^ the ope- 
ration, been invohntlarily swallowed. Ihe 
next morning the needle, an inch and a 
iudf in length, was fouiul tixed in the plaster, 
and easily cxlrucled. from this time all 
the symjdoins ahaU'd, and the wound slowly 
healed, at llie end of Sepiemher, a small 
listulmis ojK-ning, and some hoarseness, stdi 
icniained. — Jeurn, Jh’hihntnui. de Mtdec, 


IIOTKI. DIEU. 


and tightnaai over the ehent, after naoch ex- 
ertion, especially iu walking fast up a hill. 
These symptoms continued until the 6th 
March, when he had an attack of bronchitis, 
which he attributed to cold. Mis expectora- 
; tion was copious, consisting of mucus 
[ slightly streaked with blood, aud his cough 
I came on in violent paroxyms, which were 
followed by a sense of suffocation. 

On the lOih of .March, after a fit of 
[coughing, a soft^ pulsating tumour, about 
, the size of a walnut, suddenly made iU ap- 
I pearance behind, and extending a little 
i above the right sterno-clavicular articula- 
tion, and covered, exteyially, by the sternal 
' portion of the sterno-xnastoid muscle. The 
: tumour was greatly diminished by firm pres- 
|sure, but could not he made to dieappetr 
; entirely. 

1 he pulsation of the tumour, which was 
i synchronous w ith that of the heart, was 
! increased in force by pressure upon the 
I light subclavian artery, aud was diminished, 
! and sumelimes completely arrested, by pres- 
sure upon the right carotid, above the tu- 
I mour. The ymlsations of the right carotid, 
i and suhclaviHii arteries, were stronger Uiau 


In twrntv-one cases td' catatacl, when 
M. Dujmyireu performed keraUmyxis, the | 
following were the n sults :—of the pati- • 
enis iliiee were under ten, seven under : 
fifty, and eleven ithove fifry yesiis of age ; 
in eleven cHses the operation was followed ; 
by immeiliau? success ; in six, the pniienu 
recovered their siglit after n inanth ; in four : 
cases only (he operation fiuled ; in two of i 
them MmauroHis, in one ojiacity of tiu^ [ 
cornea, and, iu another, intiammution and 4 
atrophy of the eye ensued, I 


ANEURISM OF I'llR IWOMINATV 
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those of the left ; but there was no appa- 
rent ditlm-nce in (he j-ulsatioiis of tl»c ra- 
dial arteries. 

As soon as the tumour made its appear- 
anre, tiie cough and dyspntra ceased to be 
troublesome, and his health was soon re- 
established. His chest sounded well upon 
percussion, and the respiratory murmur 
was distinctly heard all over it. No unna- 
tural pulsation could be delected, by the 
use 01 the siethoscope, helueeu the tumour 
and tile heart. A ioiid aud powerful pulsa- 
tion was heard ovt r the tumour, unattended 
with any unusual .sound. 

In taking into consideration tlie situation 
of ihe tumour, — its sudden Rppearauce, after 
a Tndt'ut paroxysm of coughing, and iU 
soft }>ulsnting chttractt?T, together with tho 
symptoms above enumerated, — little doubt 


[CamiHiimcated /-v Nlr. Wa jinnoi*.] entortaiued of its nature, and I 

■ concluded that the root of the carotid artery 

w'as the seat of the diseft.se. 

Amurim e/ iht hninmiuaia and liwt of t/tf (!onsidoring tliis a favourable case for the 
fitrotid, $nccrss/nlly treated hu Tvtn? the revived, and so ably ndvo- 

CaM id Artery, caied bv Mi. M ftrdrop. 1 was induced to 

uhraiti liie o]unimi of two eminent surgeons 
Jiif I). Evans. F^q. Surgeon ut Helper, in London respecting its propriety. IWth, 
Herhyddre, however, di»u]iproving of the operation, it 

was, tlicrefore, determined, with the np- 
VvtLMAM IIai,!,, aeUit. 60, n hiitclier and probation of mv friends, !Mr. Rennet, and 
horfie-tlealer, an athletic and spirited young Mr. Rrown, oY Derby, that a fair trial 
man, about five foet six ineJ'yd high, has sdiould be made of V alsalva's idao of trenl- 
paan nccustoined to luborioua exercise, fre- ing (ineurisms* 

(juently riding from 7«» tn 100 miles a day, 1 he noturo of the disease was fully ex- 
ano has always enjoyed cxctdlent healih, plained to thi patient, who, furtuhateiy, was 
nniil the appearance ot the following symjf- a mmi of strong sense and moftt determined 
SSf seiacd resulution. and, from his emjdoynicui Icad- 
wuu saortttea (If br<?tUh,ttt>ubksome cough, ing him to study the diseases of hoises, 
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there was no difficnlty in tnnkingf him com- in the propriety of t!ie operation, as a last 
prehend the dangerous tentiimcy of the di«- hojie. 

ease. He therefore submitted, with per- On the morning of the ;22ud of July, the 
feet confidence, to the proposed plan of day proiwsed for the operation, the patient 
treatment; and I cannot suffi'^iently admire becaL o agitated, that the pulsation of 
the fortitude and cheerfulness with which the tumour of the heart, and the large urte- 
he bore the long privation w’hich it was ne- ries, especially the aboniinal aorta, was 


cessary to enforce, and the implicit faith 
which he placed in all the remedies adopted 
for his relief. 

April :J. He was accoidiugly ordered to 
bed, to he bled, to the extent of eight ounces, 
every third day ; his diet to coitsist of small 
quautities of gruel, broth, and tea. Small 
doses of digitalis were. Ukewd.se adminis- 
tered. I'liis }dan of treatment was conti 
nued until the l.‘>ih of July. lJurinj: the 
first inontb, there appeared some little im- 
jirovemeut ; his pulse was freijiientlv ns low 
us 47 in the minute, the tumour hi camt' | 
harder, its pulsation less forcible, and more j 
remote; from wdiich it Avas supposed that 
coagula might he forming. The blood hi- 
therto had seemed perlecily healthy, and it 
was noticed tliat, if the bleeding were de- 
layed beyond the usual time, the symptoms 
W'ere aggravated. 

In the beginning of -Alay, a great nitera- 
lion, for the Avorse, took place, Avidch was 
bnpj,o«ed to be owing to hts taking a small 
quatitiiy of auirual food. The blooil. after 
eacii bleeding, became buflVd ; pulse flO in i 
the minute ; llie tumour rajdilly ii.creusing | 
in t!:e course of a tiov davs. and b' ( ! 


perceptible to the eye. The operation Avaa 
performed iu the presence of Messrs. Heu- 
net and llrown, of Derby ; Mr. Ingle, of 
\»hby-de*la-Zouch ; and Mr. VYalne, of 
Chancery Lane, surgeons, in couseijuence. 

I of the tumour extending so high up the 
neck, there w’ss some difficulty in getting 
down to the .sheath of tlie artery, which was 
ojiened to the e.xtent of half uu inch. 'I'ho 
artery appeared Irealthy, and was easily 
secured by a single ligature of .strong silk, 
Immediutelv after tightening the ligature, 
the puhsaiiou in the ditieient hranches of 
the external carotid artery censed. escejil u 
slight fluttering in the extreme branches of 
the temj'orftl. 'J‘he puisaiiou of the tumour 
coiitinm d wjtlioul diminulioii, 

‘v'.j and ;’l. lie Went on well The pulsu- 
lion in the tumour wa.s str inger than it w'as 
bellfe tlie «.p''ruiion, ami the pulsation of 
the rig-hi riHlul artery Avas observed to la* 
more forcibii* tliau iloit e.i'tla- left. 

2.'>. He hei ame L-veris!! ; pulse 1;fl, and 
full ; (!ie rigiit hp of the w'oimd swollen 
Bi.d juiinful MX ounceH (it blood Aver.; taken 
iiAAMv from lie- arm. and some f-ahne m»*di- 
»'i:o* adiiiinisti iml Tiu' bio d was much 


very painful upon pressurt . Twenty !«. ! 

were a]*plied, witijout unv relief. A f 


, i liuflt (|. 

M :<>. Mj»ruin<r — Much better; jiubii P",*, 


days afterw’ards a diarrlaxia BU)tervenc.!, th,. ■ in tm- right radird iti'i»‘ry than in 

inflammatory state of tumour abated, ; j' -’' i in thetuuumrstillveiv 

the pain ceased, ami the sAwliing. in some j 

den:ree, subsid-ti. After fhi.s attack, his Evening.— The fever, and puin in the tu- 
pulse was never less thn;» h(> in tin* minute, ! *'^-**^’‘* returned. He was agaiu Idm!. I’dood 
although t!»e same plan of ireatiueai vvasl ***‘'' ^'“*^* 

rigidly adhered to. j ll-lter again thi.s morning. He was 

,, , r r , , ! taken Avorse at nine uVhu'k iu the evenim/, 

irom 11.15 uo.e until ll... ht of Julv, t if j 

uu>ourr™a„ni5U.uo,..,ry ; but. from th. . j., ii.o of 

latter date, untu the 2iith, he graOually goti tj,j. 

worse; the tumour increased, aul now I . i t i 

reached ss high as tlieciicoul caruUge, and, i 

hv its pressure upon the trucheii and os-;- 1 ^ i i 

*, ^ . .1 ■ 1 I -’.I At seven A.Ai. ht‘ Aviw taken siifideulv 

pliagus, partrady impeded respiration and I, ... i i , i i . i 

,r t . , AAcrse, and uppearet! to b( dvuig , hiH couu- 

dfgluution. IliS shirt'Col ar, which, iiMori , . , \ 

' . . ’ ’ * N-niince p hastiV. am (•.'ivcit'il Wit 1 iiftrsmif;.. 


W. Ml, , V- to.a,. wnu... ghastly, and coveted with perspira- 

to his inuess, would Imium comfortublv, ,■ , . , ■ , .i-L , ■ j i , * ' , 

. , 1 , ti«n; tracheal rattle, ami iuidiiliiv to swa - 

could not now he inaUe to meet nv more t ... n. .. i i . n 

- ; low. He appeared con.HClous, hut cou hi 

than three im ues ; hns coiuitunance hetame i , , i ■ ‘ i- . . .t 

11 , . , ’ ,onlyrm ak in a Avhisiu-r ; pu satiou in l he 

fdeached; pulve more Jt thte ; ;,ud it w.a- . ,;!i < , it i .* 

I , . 1 II j t'Unnur sMlI Itmilde ; t!i<> puHe in the rii'ht 

evident that l!m jowenug .svsteiu iiitl bten .. r..» .. . .. i .lj i i . Vi 

I »• • , 1 < r i radial artervKi arce v leTccittibh', W ii Rl tho 

earned «s lar a.s u could with safely. • i i 

I left jiuLuted ns stroni;iy as it did the pre- 

I nder these circumstances the operation ! vioiis d*oy. These svnjjUuma were ammi- 
W’as recoriimemied, as the only rematiitng panied with u profu.se jityaliam. He re- 
chijuce. Jt.i advantages and rlisad van f agio* niaimd in this state for seveiul hourit, at 
w'e re tairly Mated, and the chancu of sue- the expiration of whicli time he rallied, oiitl 
res.*, although small, made iiiin «nxiou» that by the evening (with the cxcpption of thiH 
it should b<! {icrromteJ. Dr. lieiH, of Deiby, salivntion, which continued,) be ajipcttrcd 
6uw' the putient ou Uie i7lli, and cuucuiretl quite an well ua oa the preceding day. 



ANEL^ISM OF THE INNOMINATA. 


As lie continupd to improve from this] 
periotl, it will not bo necessary to outer into | 
u daily report of the case ; 1 sball tlierefore j 
couU'iit toyBplf with iioiiciiig t!ie uiost pro* 
nuut'Wt symptoms wliich occurred. One of 
the most remarkable was the obliteratioo of 
the arteries of the ritjbt arm and forearm. 


-and from this time he has continued to im- 
prove in heoltli, without iuterruptiuii. 

i be obliteration of the brachial ar- 
tery is now complete, and above the inser- 
lioa of the ktisaimus dorsi tbe pulsation of 
tiie axillary artery can he easily felt. The 
puke in the radial artery is scarcely per- 


whicU w as first observed in the uitt-ries of ; ceptible in tbe right, arm, increases daily, 
tbe forearm on the iJlKh of July, the eighth j but is yet far from being of the size of the 
day after ilie operation, fot until that day i left, ^nsation and susceptibility of the 
the arteries of the right arm pulsated with ■ iniluence of volition are more yierfect on the 
greater force tlian those of the left. The j whole of the rigla side of the body, but 
process of obliteration was attended w ith still that side is more feeble than the left, 
severe intermittent paroxysms of pain, | J’he tumour is haid and firm, and has dimi- 
chieHy felt in the course of the. brachial and j iiishcd about one-third since the operation, 
axillary arteries. ’] he brachial artery, after i By pressing it from above downwards, a 
its oiiliteralion, wns hard and painful to the ; fveble, deep-seaterl jmkation is fell, but in 
touch, and f<dt ver y liwe an iidlained ah- i grasping the tumour and using lateral prea- 
aoibent vesael. The right arm wasted, and sun? no pulsation can be perceived, 
became pnrtiully paralysed, and conlinutd j Un the UUh of October the wound was 
to diiiiiniah for thr<?e weeks, at the ex|dr;i- ' nearly healed ; the ligature had not come 
tion of wliioh time several arterial aiiasio- . away, and as it acted as a source of irritation 
woaiug brunches were ohsoived pulsating ; to the small woniid, it was cutoff level with 
on the back part of tbe ni’ni. these the skin. 

vessels enlargeil, the limli unproved very j The most peculiar features which thia 
slowly, uul liaving y»'t ^Ocl. I'd) perfectly j interesting case presented were — Ist, The 
acrpiired aensiition, imr its muscles the ! oliliteration of the arteriea of the right arm ; 
power of obey itii; volition. I 2iul, Tlie profuse Kulivaiion ; .‘id. The dia- 

t)a the lull day after the operation, he | position to paralysis of the whole of the 
was attacked witii inieruutting pa’-oxy sms ; light aide of the body. 


of pain in the right side of ttif hemi and 
face, of tile suttu- cbaracler us iU*‘ |»ain iii 
tile right iirni, though luil so violent; this 
patii ceased within a forluighl. I'he riglit 
side oftiieheud and race became envaciuted, 
aiul utiy one looking at him wculd mime- 


The two first symptoms commenced on 
the Blhday after the operation ; and 1 think 
there can he little doubt tbat the obUlertilion 
of the arteries of tbe arm was aecorophshed 
by inflammation extending from the aneu- 
rvsmal sac to the internal membrane of the 


dialoiy discover, llml Uu* light liuit of tin* ! -sabciax iu;i urlerv, and ibeuce to the bra- 
fuce vias uuidi stiiaiier lliuu tlie K ft. The j cliial artery. .Might not the active oblite- 
blood liiiMiig siuce touud its way into the \ ration of such laige aiteries as those of liie 
leiiiporui and facuil arteries, tin* right side j arm and fore-ann, be the cause of the un- 
of the face is now nearly us piumjt as the | pleasant train of .sym^itoms which ot curred 
left. I on the 0th day aiiLi the operation? fhe 

The ptvuli im, wh'cb began on the g'dib j salivation uppean d to be connected with 
of .Inly, ( oir.duu d itn'il the inusdie of S -p- 1 the state of tlu* digestive apparatus ; for, as 
teuiber, during whn ii lime he sy.ai daily j soon ns ale, titid ii generous diet, were 
about ii jiint of saiivu ; a more geiu nms 1 allowed, it gnuiualiv .subsi.ied. I am at a 
diet, noil a Htnull (pnuitity of ale, were then i loss to assign the cause of the numbness 
allowed, and tlie saiivauvui subsided. j and debility of the w bole of the right side 

Three Wtu ks aftt?r liu- oper.ilion lie was ; of the body, (which were only observed 
able to sit up to his meals. Ihc first time! when he first left his bed), unless they 
tliHl he got out of bed, bu perceived that ‘rtrigmuUnl in a guoiter i]n;iniity of bloorl 
the whole of tlie right side \v;isi muiibed, and I ciicnhitiug in the left hemisphere of the 
weaker than the h‘U. Vhe pukaiioii in tin- hraiti than in the right, whicli uiulonblcdly 
inmour, which had hulierto been more : would he the enst- nfu r the applicaitou of n 
powerful thttii it wu,j before the artery wu.s , ligature to the common carotid. What leiuli 
lied, iiiiw (Aug, 1.S1 hogai. to diminish ra- ' to ceiifum this opinion is, that now, IT 
pidly, uiul l>y tlie -jdd of August, the thirty* i wetk** after the operalinn, tlu? balance of 
third day after lliO operulion, liini so mucli circiilalion in the bird n being re-estahlished, 
subsiiiciJ, that it w'as doubtful whether it) the imiuhoeiifl and debility of the right side 
arose from the passage of hlnod into the 1 of the body have nearly disappeared, 
tumour, or fram tbe impulse given to it by 1 in conolusiou, it is worthy of notice, thnt, 
the tiiibclavian artery bencatb. !. since ilio operation, b« has become mom 

In five weeks after tbe operolion, he was j irritable in temper, and Uis memory’ ia 
iuflicienlly recovered to be ubU; to lake I evidently wt?aker. 
daily exerciae in a gi^, or on UotBc-buck, So far m thia chi<* has yet proceeded, it 
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aaapjy jnfitifies tbe operation ; and the man her urine; I found, after every dose I gave 
probably owes his life to Mr. Wardrop’s her, that it produced the same sort of Btran- 
fortunate gu^^gestion and example. Should gory ; but 1 could not ascertain that it 


any untoward circumstance occur, leading 
to any other conclusion, it sholi be commu* 
nicated. 

It is now five weeks since he resumed his 
usual avocations, and he regularly attends 
the markets and fairs of Derby, a distance 
of seven miles. 

Helper, Oct. 32 , 1 C 28 . 



£RG(Vr OF SIS* 


Ta the Editor of Tat Lakcft. j 

! 

Sir,— Having read in your weekly publi- ] 
cation several cases of lingering parturi* i 
tion, as well as of abortion, succesafully j 
treated with the ergot of rye, 1 beg toj 
transmit to you the following case, if you! 
think it worthy a place in your valuable Jour- 
nal. Mrs. G., a?tat. 26 , who has had seven 
children, (and has generally trifling pains, 
with a sanious discharge, u week before 
delivery) sent for me to attend her, Sept. 26 , 
in consequence of a violent Hooding she 
had had upon her for three days, (being 
in her sixth month of pregnancy with the 
eighth child.) Prom all the circumstances of 
the case, considering the debility my pa- 
tient was labouring under, I thought it ad- 
visable to deliver her as soon as possible. I ; 
prepared an infu.sion of the ergot, (^iij. to 3JV. j 
of water), and administered half, and alter | 
waiting ten minutes 1 gave the remainder,! 
without My effect wlialever ; I sent out for | 
a friend and infused it in Jvj. of 
vnt^iiministcring one-third every quarter 
Hf on hour, without producing the least 
uction about the uterus. As I wa.s anxious to 
know bow far it was possible to push the 
ergot, 1 sent to another friend, and obtained 
5«8. more, the time occupied by sending, and 
making it, w'as not more than a quarter of 
an hour. 1 then gave her half of it, and, in 
ten minutes, tbe other half, which, like the 
rest, had no more effect upon the uterus 
tJian if the same quantity of water bad 
been given. After the administration of 
tlie tliird dose the hasmorrhage entirely 
ceased ; the pulse, which before was very 
feeble, and indistinctly felt, gradually rose 
until it bad attained its original standard. 
From the favourable symptoms above-men- . 
tioned I did not feel inclined to adopt other | 
means to deliver her, she has now every ; 
possible chance of going tbe full time of! 
uterO'gestation. i have since given her of; 
the ergot occtuHonsily, by way of experi- 1 
merit, as she complained, aftcrshe had thei 
first quaatiiy, of (be desire she bad to void? 


the uterus m any way whatever. 
Yours obediently, 

F.Puogcmtt, Surgeon. 
Westminster, Oct. 2 , 1828 . 


j THE APOTHECAUriiS’ COMPANY. 

7b the FJitor of The Lancet, 

Sir, — The universal circulation of your 
publication renders it imperative on you to 
hoar both sides of every <]ue8tion brought 
before the tribunal of public opinion. 1 ap- 
peal to yoitr candour, justice, ami interest, 
ou behalf of the Apothecaries’ Company, 
against the heavy charges brought against 
that body by you, and some of your Corre- 
spondenis. You say. (and 1 take your 
assertion, cum gram) luhis, for troth,) that 
the general body of I’ractitioners possess 
intelligence aud skill equal to monopolising 
Hospital Surgeons aud Physicians; aud does 
it not occur to you, that nine-tenths of them 
are apothecaries as well as surgeons 'I and 
does not the contempt you show for venders 
of drugs insult the understand ings of most 
of your readers? You must ho well aware 
that the apotiiecary is the physician of the 
poor and middling, the most iminerous and 
most useful class of his Majesty's subjects ; 
and the ApotJiecaries’ Company, by requir* 
ing higher qualilication.s in their licentiates, 
confer a nreat hew^ e^toa//y on the profession 
and on the pnhlie. 

The Apotiiecnries’ Act was an t'\ post facto 
law to nif, hut 1 cheerfully complied with 
Its eniictraeuis, because 1 saw 1 should gain 
in knowledge and respectability far more 
than I lost i«i additional expense of time and 
money. When every class in society is ad- 
vancing, would you have llie apotiiecary, 
the productive labourer's physician, alone 
stand still, or retrograde ? A ntl what know- 
ledge do the Apothecarie.s’ Examiners re- 
tjuire that is nor useful, not to say oeceH- 
sary, to the medical practitioner? Jlolany 
; is not wanted in London, it is true, and per- 
'haps less luliii than they require might do 
I to decipher M .D.’s ‘scrawls ; but is it m>- 
I thing to raise the res[)ectijbiUty of the pro- 
j fession ? Is it not disgraceful to every mem* 
:ber of a siippos'^i learned profession, not 
' to possess knowledge enough of Latin to read 
the tjuotations that frequently occur in acien* 
tilic books, aud even newspapers? So far 
from asking tfio much, the Exmintr$ do not 
ask efu<n<;h ; and, if they do their duly faitli* 
fully to the public and to the profeaaiou, 
they will, afi»r sufficient notice, require 
Greek nud Freudt, at koat, to forts ptH of 
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the education of the pTod.nctive labourer’s I 
physician. ' 

i am well aware of all Tom Paine has 
wriiteu against the learned languages, and 
am yet fully satisfied we eanuol know too 
laneh of them, unless, indeed, we become 
mere book worms, which there is little fear 
of in the present state of society and 
science. 

If the Apothecaries’ Company were to 
abridge the tern of apprenticesldp, they 
would, doubtless, do a grtsat benefit to the 
rising generation of practitioners; and if 
they enforced the law against chemist's 
priictiaiug “ over the counter,” (a subject 
which would itself require a long letter to 
do justice to,) and unoer various ])retenccs, 
they would do good to tlie puldic and to 
the profession, fully equal to the injury that 
would be done to the esiablished practi- 
tioner, by depriring him of part of appren- 
tices* time and fees. .Not doing this is the 
only thing 1 can see wrong in the Apotlie- j 


caries' Company. Hut I doubt not, from 
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geott, not a littli celihrated for his supposed 
talent in this city, operated on a patient for 
stone in the bladder, i. e. attj^lHed the 
ofieration^ wdien, after cutting andmaimtng. 
iucroductng bii fingers and forceps, 
all in vain, the patient was returned to bed, 
with the stone rtamningin the bladder ^ after 
being on the table one hour and a qmrten 
'fhe next morning the patient died; and, 
upon post-mortem examination, it was dis* 
covered the blaudru had not bebh cut 
INTO, ail the pohkig and fumbling was 
among the soft parts ; now 1 beg leave 
to ask, Sir, is snch *n individual worthy 
to be ranked among Lecturers 1 Ought 
not such procUsdiugs tG> be made known 1 
O that walls could speak t what butchery 
vk'ould Utey relate ! But such is the link 
in this city, which neatly all the medi- 
cal men hold with this wienti/ic mrgAm, 
that every black deed i/S i^hheld from light, 
and from the eyes of the medics! world, 
until an opposition spirit began to arise to 


observe their foul aeeda* Wbot is here 


what they have done, that they will pursue 
their course for the benefit of the jirofeasioo 
and the public, without being swayed by 
their assailants ; who, in fact, like the fable 
of the man and the uss, neutralize each 
other, one complaining that the Examiners j 
do too much, and another that they do too ! 
little. i 

It is said, “ lookers on see the best of the 
game,’’ but this rule is not without an ex- j 
eejiiion. Lookers on know not the con-’ 
dieting interests that governing bodies have 
to consult and conciliate ; every party 
thinks itself aggrieved, and demands exerai»- 
lion or redress ; and vi’ben due allowance is 
made for this fact, 1 doubt not the majority 
of practitioners will concur with me, in ap- 
probation of the Apothecaries’ Company, 
and their Court of Examiners. 

IVith much gratitude for the important 
services you have rendeicil the profession 
and the public, 

1 have tin* honour to be, Sir, 

Your constant reader 

and obedient servant, 

K. T. Wkbb. 

Upper York Street, Oct.Uo, 


stated, Sir, are facts ; aod^ such tran- 
sactioiis, I think, ought to be made known 
to a deluded community. 

Your humble servant, 
Veritas, 

Batb,Oct.25,1828. 


BA I U JjOSl'lTAt.— tlTHOTOMY ! 


7i) the EliiUfr of'Tuu Lancet. 

Sir, — A s the surgeons, belonging to our 
liifirmary, intend delivering a course of 
lectures on anntomy and suvgeiy, com- 
menemg the 1st of Novemb**r, I beg to 
communicate to you the caiiability as re- 
cards tbe diexterity of i*i*« of these said 
leoiurers. Some hUle time aiuco a jar- 


MORB iNTEIXECTUAt. BUROERv” AT A 
certain infirmary 1 ANOTHER HER* 

■niaU. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

On Thursday, a boy, between 5 and 6 
years of age, was brought to the Infirmary 
with symptoms of strangulated hernia. On 
the rightside of the scrotum there was an ob- 
long tumour, raiher smaller than a pigeon’s 
tender to touch. Has had no stool for 
four days, and the abdomen is tender, 
though not greatly enlatged, nor tympani- 
tic. He had constant nausea and retching, 
and occasional vomiting ; but whether the 
matter vomited was feculent or not, 1 had 
no opportunity of ascertaining. Tongue 
much furred, and thirst excessive ; pulse 
80. He was ordered immediately ^i, of 
castor oil ; 5ij , of the ol. terebinth, which did 
not operate. The cotleclive wisdotn wns forth- 
with summoned ; long they sal in great de- 
bate, and whether the fear of The Lancet, 
and the recollectiou of a pretty liemia job 
you latvdy exposed, awayed their enlarged 
inteWecis, we know not, for none, save the 
half score clerks,” are admitted, to the 
conclave ; sure it is, however, we were 
told by a cerUki newly nmde, and opera- 
tion-loving hi. D., whose (iiase it was, that 
** it was probably ahydrortktf the cord and 
that ** a delay was timiij^bd expndieair’ The 
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poor boy, liOTrcver, did not profit by the I TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

«V/</v, for he died next foreaooo. On ex- ) 

amination to-day it turned out, that about! Cominuiiications have been received from 
two inches of the «ut was strangulated ; 'Mr. Date — Mr. Liston — Mr. Forsytli — Mr. 
jn/i'anmiatfon had sprejid considerably upjV. Flood — An Aldersgnte Street l^ipil — ■ 
the intestine, gangrenH had (:(>jnnieBced, | Mr. H, Sowell — P. and the J’hiids — Dr, 
and there was general peritoiieul indaimoa- 1 Horsley— -U. It. V. — A Resident in the 
tion. ^ fCtJuntry — Mr. Dttwhoj>t— -'1*. VV. — Kneuuca 

It is a duty fo the public, Sir, to putdisb ; to ilunihn.,— \ir. 'F. ('after— -Dr. I’emneck 
such cases, that timtualified men, who have! — .Mr. T. VVnrnet — Mr. J. Kmuier^ou-- Dr. 
obtained, by interest, situations they are ; Kor.ster— 11. 1).— Mr. Ja*. JTowse— Mr. 
unable to tiU j>roperiy,tuay be driven from ; I homss Raker— Mr. S. Mt!rris--.Mr. S. T. 
tbeir posU to make way lor abler, but leSsS i Stratford — Dr. Rvan — Mr. Rolph— Mr. 
hi^uentiaV meu. While 1 910 on tbesub- Knox— Claudius .\uTeli«» Bolus-- 1 1, S.— 
jeci, will you be kind euoagb to put, tbrou^h D. E. L.— EtfTorTjr— Mr. Wansbt ■ 'sui’li. 
the medium of yout dournal, the I’oiluwtwg U was mil in the same Hospiial. 

queationa to ibo tbiee wdse youths, who .hinius ’ lias ou r best thanks, 
have yolunteeied the defence of our Hos “ A Pupil complains of the manner in 
pilnl; but who, I suspect, willhave enou'^ih i which the medical classes in the Loudon 
to do to get tbemaelves out of their present iV niversirv are distuihed by the pluuuitsof 
scrajie. — 1st, Is it true that the patrons of j some indiscreet simleuts. The Ihofcssors 
ibe infirmary 1 allude to (the borough* i should inierpose. 

mongers) have, from private influence, put 1 Several other Pqpils of the I'niversity 
into an important and salaried situation a | complain of the. coarse conduct of Dr. 1), 
person who had been prevented from *tudy- j D. Davis ; of his charging for his Syl* 
ing theology by the cbiircb 8ULhorilie.s, on l.ilju^j, ami of his siiliug it. m the t.'ible at 
account of bis general ignorance — who.se j whirh iic Icrtures. We hope ilii.s notice 
bJunderfi, in his oliice, are Uiescorceofduiiy i wFI prevet t u ropef'M' o of feuch )>rai'tict-.s. 
(ifliigers to ilie patieiiu, and daily nrnaze- : Ttio ictu r of Mr. < wu.s dchtrovvii before 
nieiit to the students ?— 2d. fs it true that | the note of .Mr. .M.airivcd. 
one of the surgi-uo.4, passing by many j Mr. Ciirttn, s report was unforJiniatf ly 
old and nieriiorious students who were | mislaid , it sn.-d ajipear in an l a.-iy ^um- 
auxious to tfbiH'.u it, apjKiiutt'd to the oftke i livr. 

ol dresser, tind permits to retain that hiiua- i “ A (’onstni.t Render” is inrormi d, lliul 
tion, a stranger from another s< .'and I thf part ur wi.ich he speaks was a *' sup- 
why he left it, be bo.si can tell,) a pcrsuti, !; hn;e»t.’' We have two or three remaiu- 
whvjse negligent dheharge of l'.i:> lUity, is; in.;, and sliouid be hap|>y to j ii's-ent iiim 
iVip aubjeci of perpetual uis5;u»t to the pu- ' wirh 

pils, uud has tailed forth ilie rt-iuarks even | We ciinii'..t insert r» yiorta of tasis from 
of the auTgeoM lumsflf who appointed liim. ! amniyiiiifus c irrcHpondents. 

If this be UTideiiiahlc, I would ai-k, in il • I !;5i..k.s to f .^. o!' R m, we have yidy 

not too much that the health of the poor, in : to rctpifst n cfoiunuisiict' of his fiivours. 
a jiublic cliarity, shonUI sutler by the care- j We iue luticli oldpied to u '‘(’oiistant 
lessness of a hurd-heaUed ami incajuible 1 Reader for I'o* liet ol “uccidi ols." 
dreasurl The ictundity oi his liguic, and- Iho Old .Mutron has hetui punished .sufFi- 
tho obscenity of his s,>ecch, even in his ! cit ntly. 

ward, will be suiTicieiit marks hy which he | Mr. Bronilt v, <f Deptford, states, that a 
will know witom 1 mean. Let lliC little J drau-,.ht eompu^ed ot' two drachms of tlie 
gentleuian take the hint in time, lest aromatic t'l'Oti of nunaoniit, in t.vvo imnees of 
tmtie be braa<k-fi, as it iUi^rrvtrs. 1 had wafer, is nn ciicttmil and speedy remedy 
other abuses to alluiie to, but J have been ^ f.-ir urunUuiuesg. 1 hij^ has been ofieu no- 
olready too lin;|r, A toucJi oi 1 hk J.-vncm ticed by other )>rat!i:i:»riers, 
is of iiumt'ijse. servic*-, now mid then, to 


eareleisK pnbhc funciionaries. ^ ou are what 
the parso.:i,s iiere pruy that the magistrates 
may be — ‘'a (error to those w.hodoevil, liiii 
a praiMe to thoso tl;at d;i well,’' 

Air. (larler lias *<;t a noble example of 
bfddtteas, in giving his Hiimc, whidi ! ahalt 
ituitaie, 

And am, Sir, 

Voujf most obedwint aervant, 
Ma\W til, C.CALl/Ett. 

Glasgow, IBUt Oct. 


RDDKS IN (H R NEXT. 
LRRAIA. 

In No. *2dd, j>. .‘}2, in tlie list of jirizes to 
Dr. Mntkirito'dh’jt students, for Mr, Tbo»n8,H 
AVnrd, iktinburjjh, read Mr. Tlioma* Wood, 
Kdiubujgh. 

In No t’bl, p. J2J, for M, Androl, read 
Air. Aitdree, Hatton (.iurckit. 

I In No. Si70, p, lb?, for mlurttiS|Y««d e»« 
|teriti8. 



THE EANCET* 

I.ONDON, SATUSVOAY, ■■ 


LBCTVBIS 


OM THB 

GRAVID UTERl'S, AND ON THE DISEASES 
or WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

DELIVEftBP AT OOy's BOSTITAL BY 

Dll. BLUNDELL. 


I.i;:.CTV«E tv. 

Of the Circulation rfthc Ml^td in lfc« Oiutn. 

The circu\fttioii of blood ii» tbe otuuii 
i«, i» it» oiUim'. comolicoted. 
aud io a view lo A IWOre looid conoid eraUoii. 
it may be diviW#to two kiiul*— ibe ma- 
ternal, I mean, tbt tklal. 'Ihe mau-maj 
circttlation is eaceedingty avmple tbe blocKi 
enter* tlie cell* of lUe (4»ccnia by mean* ol 
U»B uterine arterie*, AAii kove* them by 
menn* of the tilerine vein* . *o that while 
the ovum remaiu* in the uterus, a copious 
tide of the maternal blood flow* tluuugh 
those cell*, and thi*, when the ovum i» de- 
tached, prematurely «upplie* the blood of 
thoie copious floodinga, which wc have al- 
ready largely couaidered. 1 he circulation 
of the fmtu* is a good deal more complicated, 
but with a Uuk atieiuion oh our part*, it 
may be easily enough underatooU ; it may 
be divided into three pans, the greater cir- 
colation, the ieaaer circulation, and the cir- 
cuhitton peculiar to the foetal state, in the 
circulation pecttliarto tW foetu#, the blootl 
if suing from the in tern al iliaca by mean* 
Of the umbiUcftl Mteriea, ia conveyed toi 
tlie placenta, and dilFuaed oyer it* aub- 
ataiiee. whith it fill* like a sponge, float- 
ing at length into the ombilical vein, by 
Whiah it U tranamiued to the vena imr- 
tffimin of the liver } Uiis la the firei etago of 
thedlTefilitifm. Th«ldoodi*tUe^eiiam»ria 
be divided into three 
Siisilmar portion#, two 

ain:;Oanalti venenaa. tor - 
^ tb# »«tta porta 

tont, 


and aientm lb bf beirt, 

while the iw^iag w tbiid porUo^ 

through the fitw m tlW! oisdfimiy way, m 
a* to reach tlie veflm envm «»« 

vena cava inferior, ^ 

the heart; andthb fe Um •floond of 

the circulation, wBerebjr, iflwe find, all llio 
blood enters uldmntel^iato the right auri- 
cle. two portiona passing into thia cavi^by 
the canalia venotttf, and one through w 
liver in the ordinary way. When the ngM 
auricle contradla, of the Biree pomona ^ 
blood mentiiiied^pne paaaes direct into the 
left auricle, tlirpugh the foramen ovate, and 
thence to the kA ventricle, and the ^end- 
in" and descending aorta, foBowiB| the ordi- 
nary route ; but the same cOntraoUon wh*ck 

th«wa one portion from ^ rightmiitele to 

the left, through the foramen ovmtov, n^a 
also the two other portiotia from w right 
auricle to the right ventrido, in tim natial 
wav. to be thrown afterward# out Of the TO* 
trick into the puliuontrv aitery, whicii, aa 
every auatoroisl knows, la inaeited into it. 
In the trunk of the pulmonary artery, the 
two i»ortion* of the Mood aepatoto, the 
larger passing direct into the aorta dea- 
dens, by a short and capacious tube, wmeU 
leads direct from the one vessel to theotber ; 
the csnalis venosus before demonstintea, 
and the blood in the pulmonary artenea flow- 
ing through the lungs into the left auricle, 
ventricle, ascendiug aorta, and aprta 
scendens, in Uie same manner ta. in tho 
adult ; undllikit is which constiiiites toe 
third and most com plea stage of the 
latiou. AU the three portions of Mood, 
therefore, uliimalely reach tlie ai^a de* 
scendens, though by different chanUNwa, ami 
t not iimultaneoualy i and then, com- 

pletes the fourth stage of tlie cwfcnVa^oo, ihia 
Mood passes along Urn aorta to the ommon 

andlheintmaUlmca.thepmnllfomwh 

first iMUed. Thus, then* to recoMtolato :— 
in the cifcuhition peoaihar to the feeius, the 
Mo^ in toe fiwt slaie passes from the 
ieternal iliaca to the veil portarumi through 
the uttihtlieil veaaelt, being ditruaed over 
the vaacuUMT pertof toe pl^ta; in the «a- 
cond stage of lUia atofitoon* toja Wood 
passes firom toe TOi ifirtarnm. into 

r^hi aurklef to part too 

O' ■■ ■ ' 
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TenotQd, wci in ptrt through tli« lirer, hy 
the tame paeeagea at in the adult ; in the 
third stage of its circulation, the blood eu* 
ters the descending aorta by three diife* 
rent routes, through the iungs, the danalis 
arteriosus, and the foremen ovale ; and, fa 
the last or fourth stage, tliis blood flo«a to 
the internal iliacs, fiom which tlie cirooit 
commenced, by tlie descending torts, and 
the common iliacs* 

Fwm wbat has been sictedi it is obvious, 
that, in the fmtus, it is sot, ss in the adult, 
the wholii hut a pift, tod, indeed, a small 
part only, of the mm Dieh ls transmitted 
through the lungi I* hence the main differ* 
eneehetmeea the fetal and the adult eir- 
enlattuA, From what haa heen stated, too. 
iiit ement, that In the R^tus, the blood 
whteh Aows ^nf ^ ioita ia derived .from 
both mdea of the is pro|jetted 

eqnalljr hy hrith ventllldea, the left and right, 
which, in the Aetal heart accordingly, are 
of equal tbickaeas, and lienee to important 
difference between diU greater circulation 
of the adult and the foetns* I shall merely 
ndd, Airther, that although the placenta ia 
iiiled, like a sponge, with two kinds of; 
blood, the mitemaJ,i mean, and fictal, yet 
these two sorts of blood, though most nearly 
and extensively anproximated, are never in 
aetual eoatact wiui each other ; the mater> 
nal Mood lodgea in the ceUa of the placcntar 
structure, Ute fmtal in the veisels, the two 
ffaidS|Uk« the air, and the blood in the lungs 
being sepsrated by membrtnous texture, iu 
thickneiU* perhaps, not exceeding one part 
in a of an inch. During our 

aquatic, or fmtal life, the blood cannot be 
ventilited in the lungs ; and this explains 
to ns urhy it is, that s small part only is 
tranaaiitled Uirough these organs to nourish 
fteir aubstance, and to keep the vetseU 
pernous. 

I now Atm you a preparation of the 
heart of the fmtns.in which one of the auri* 
des has been cut away, namely, the left, in 
order to sliow you the foriraeti, which, as i 
you may perceive, is wide oi>ett. 

lathis preparation of the lungs and heart, 
you sec the pulmonary artery end deacend- 
Ingac^, together with the canalis arteri* 
OfUB, which the two communicited ; 
there is a packet of bristles placed beneatli 
ibe canslis arteriosus, in order to direct 
yoiffeye. 

It sometimes happens that, in the adult, 
the/oramen ovale remains open through Hfe, 
and here is an example of this. This prepa- 
xntioi} was taken frois a Urge heart i tnd^ the 
foramen ovale is so large, that you might 
put your fore«ffager into it} this, however. 
Is a tare oeeurren#, 

[Or. Blundell tdao exhibited varioui other 
pmpantio&f of the eotverte 


of the fmtal eircolatlon into that of the 
adult.) 

in the foetus, the circulation is of one 
kind; in the adult vascular lystera, of 
another ; and wt will n»W, if you please, 
proceed to oonsidsr-lhli change, after birth 
is accompHsbed. To understt^d thia matter 
right, you must remember thit it is a law of 
the vascular system, confirmed by various 
observations on its different parts, that when 
s canal or aperture is no longer of service in 
the circttlstion, it sHsll close itself gradu* 
tUy, so as to become more or less com^* 
pletely piosed ; thus, in the adult, if you 
tie 0 large artery, so much of tl»e artery 
above and below the ligature, as is no longer 
serviceable iu the circulation, gradually 
contracts itself, and becomes converted into 
a sort of ligament, and the same bolds true of 
the veins. Now when the fcclua cornea 
into the world, it is usual to tie the um- 
bilical cord ; and, in consequence of this 
ligature, the umbilical vessels, togetlier 
with the canalis veoosus, become no longer 
of service in the circulation, and there- 
fore they bfcorae closed in conformity 
with the law before announced, Hence we 
find in tlie adult, that tho umbilical vein is 
become converted into a mere ligamentous 
vestige, well known to anatomists under 
the name of the ligameotum rotundum of 
the liver. Again, when the child eomti 
into the world, it begifts to respire, and its 
lungs playing, the Wood psises through 
them with very great facility ; and the con- 
sequence of this is, that a large quantity W 
blood |>aBsi»g through the iungs, and a much 
smaller quantity fibwing through the fora- 
men ovale and canalis artenosus, these 
canals first contract, and then dose. The 
ezpianalion is at least plausible, though, 
perhajiSy not altogether satisfactory. Now 
from what has been already stated, you may . 
perceive, on a little reflection, tliat the pe- 
culiar ctreulalion of the fiaeUit depWMS 
entirely in the existence of these most im- 
portant channels ; while they are open, ihs 
circulation remaina fmtal; when they 
closed, it becomes that of the adult; ths 
change proceeds upon simple hydraulto 
principles : when the umbilical an«rift,ths 
umbtlieal veins, the canalis venosns, tho 
canalis arterioius, s»d the fiirsaien ovals; 
and that these are no longer than tubes sad 
tpertnres, which are essential to the fimsl 
ciroulaticm. Those causes, thersiisre, wldWi 
occasioit the closure of those eimtli pecu^ 
Har to the fffiisl vasenUr tyilsm, ai« 
the emtses which, after birth, ocessitA 1^ 
conversion of ibefmtsl eircula^ ioto tliit 
of the adult, end Ihess osuiii wn 4 mi 
diviaion of the Ms, and ^ f lay of ihi 
Ittsgs teUng inoo-opeiaium thtlfiliif 
prineiple of the vascolsr qyslom Mko «mis 
tfoiffd* imty, Am mikh 
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vktulbli h the trenimittiQif of the bloo4, tiae; By this pmu^ey it is, it Imi in crtit 
nviil coitriot Att4 clots themielm wp io o nreMttre, thit Uie siUmeii is tiiiitmiitod. 
ninner mOrt or leMcomp^^^^ Now, to come Aowa upon the point Wfwe 

JPunHi^u <f ih* P/^ceiito,— Hoviof ex< us, much in tlw ssme msniiOf ts the ebick 
plainedi to you, in our provlotis rsmstM, tbe sndl the esif ai'f sbsorbiog ftn4 sanguifyiug 
structure of the p|«csQt|, «mI the circttls* the fluids on wkich they feed, <<«the Irtwi^ 
tiont wiuch i|e pioceeding through it, i foett^ too, lusy he fap|^ dftw its 
ntsynow promd to s subject which before nourishtnent ftem the ^iood Wbieli Ues iii 
would not have been readily comprebended, the pisceatar delis, to he afterwards con* 

I mean, the lunctioos which this important vert^ into Wood by the aefioa of its vasen* 
organ, tlie piimeuta, is discharging. There lar system. 

is nooi^sn of the body, in either state of Besides, howe#T, niradtshing the^f^ 
our existence, which, during our stay in and operating as a tort of stomach or* root, 
the ulerut, is of more importance to our the placenta, too, ^ 
welfare, than the eflef-hirtli ; and its func- office immediaiety eskentaid to life, the jdo* 
tious, therefore, are well worth oor study. cento*polmoaaiy, asitaM^ he OaWed^heiog 
By the after-birth, 1 conceive it is, that the e<|U(dly disehufged by tlm pdaiCeaAe^ ^ 
ftetus receivee its supplies of nutriment-, or gills. Of the lungs, we seo thet 

for I have already endeavoured to prove to it ts their office to ihrOW off Csrhsn lim 
you, that it eaunot be nnurished by the body ; and this admits cf demonatiidioiti'^ 
liquor smnii. I'lie cells of the placenta, as forifthcairfromyourliiajplWiitssedtlw^ 
before staled, are full of the maternal blood, lime-water, a precipiti^ is formed, cohiiK* 
and the vessels are filled wi tlr the blood of ing of the carbWiteef liiOe,theoaitheo b^ 
the foBtus j and there seems to be a com- derived from the blood, and psaaiigcff in thot 
mouicatioit between the cells and the ves- form of carboide a<eid gas. Now, it may 
sell by means of very minute pores— pas- imagined that tbo office of the plaowiu m 
sages )m}>erv} 0 U 8 to the integral red blood, that of sepamtiag carbon fiom ffic ftntil 
but transmitting the subtler parts j and by blood, in tliessme manner tt tfaelmigi do 
means of those pores supiwsed to exist, after the biiih; but Blottgft I iaiii|iotpf«h 
though not to he demonstrated to the eye, pared to deny that the j^aeeim Mifa< 
the subtler parts of the maternal blood— rate carlmn in very mtitule ^aantittac, Im 
tlic serum and ooagulsble lymph, are ab- well satisfied thst earbott is netfapetrated 
sorbed into the vesi^ of the f<etus, from it in ahundsnee, i« tha preportieBiCe 

In the tumiaMi^ animal, as formerly quantities la wbidi it if ilterwaids dii^' 
■howii, the place^i bw of on excres- charged at th* lungs. The blood which ii 
cence, and the vessets which ramify through entering the fungs, ts of a blaok lifid Itati 
it, in the same manner as the root iu the that which is leaving the liw«(l, iiCf wblU* 
aolh These excrescences, tlie cotvledons, Hant vermilion ; and the diiwmMo crises, 
as they may be called, secrete a tluul, in its in great measure, from a difformpec ia the 
tensiWe propeities, like milk, and which, quantity of carbon, the blood, ksArieg the 
after the death of the animal, may be pressed lungs, being fiwed from much of Ih* cm>M> 
out from their tlructurc io large quanuiies, while that which enters the lungs, eoitanai 
nor can there, 1 think, bo a reason able large quantities of it} but it io not so 
doubt that it is by the absorption and rami- blood iliat is leaving and entering tiio pta* 
ficattott of this lactiform fluid that the cents. I have myself been at some psini 
yattuff animal is nourished, just as the plant to get the blood at the tame time ftom tbir. 
is fed by the fluids which it absorbs from umbilical veio and arieries, and, in theeifiii 
the soil. By the aoimal chemist, so far as perimenu hitherto made, I haye aotbeiM 
I know, this accretion of the cotyledon lus »ble to discover any manifest difference In 
never been accurately analysed ; If soy ole the colour of the two ; if difference etintod 
here present designs to devote his attoa- si all, it consisted in a nieie •bide'; wad W»i 
thm to auimal cliemistry, as it is called, to not to be ci»m|iared with tffiat obaein^ln in 
this fluid, so interesting in the generation the colour of the vent^ and irtbriMlisod 
of the tuminating animal, I would invito bis of the sdult; M»d, from this, '^pby 
attanUon i it is very desiuble that we tbiok, venture to iufm, that the bleed wideb 
sboald know whether it lie of the nature of leaves and enters the plaeentt> nt^ 
milk or chylous, or whether it constitute Uin carbon in quantities nearly eqitd. 
me toird humour, which has a coaiposition Again, w'e are too|ht. mrii impecl to 
of its own. the lungs, (but tide M Store dubrntm ll^ 

The chick io pvo also forms tdood for it- the former opinion,) ttatt they are tbeoigani 
iCif ftnm the yolk and whitd of tlm egg, which receive the matter of beat into ibf 
ifM it Ibaorbs, digests, and •Anguifiei, body, and wbiefa support tlie aidmal tempts 
Ig Ihn pffparattott exhibited, you may see mure; and we know tbit, gtnemlly, rim 
m ^be which leads from heal of the Intornal wn In ftom 98 to 

M degrees, TiM»n>/bow«vnr, no ra^ 

, ' o-i- 
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wtion of carljon ; li^t wom« pretty wi* 
ttSttiUy «aug&ed to ili« lunge ; because it dcuUy to consist in aotne third oiSoe, i|r|^ 
it to be molleoMt that the child isim- which, however, we are «t present uniic- 
mereedin the Hquor^^^m probably of the quaiutcd. How I envy, by onticipation* 
same waimth ni Itself, and, like t)ie urine, the man who is herehi^er to sttcceea in its 
frf 98 or l(K) degrees rsnd, not losinri^ 

nion of Cfiwford, that Uie lungs are en* Having said thus much then respeoling 
iWed to absorb Iwat, by previously emit- the cwntomy of the gravid uterus, I thall 
ting carbon. Now, as it kns been oWrved now proceed to make a few general remarks 
already, that the placenu separates no car- on its physiology; uotentenug at large, of 
boOrW. if any, an exceedingly sparingjcourse, into so di^se a subject, but merely 
quantity, —provided the separation of car- touching on those pmats most interesting, 
SOB be neoesaary for. the absorption of the and some of which are not without their ob- 
heat,— this is an office .wluch the placenta stetric importance, 
enanot perform. lu order that my remarks may be the 

It seemsi then, the placenta is not die- better uudersUmd upon this, it may be pro- 
ohargtng the two grand offices usually as- per, perhaps, i should commence by observ* 
signed to the lungs ; it is not eeparatbg iug, that the uterus, in the unioipregnated 
carbon Ui^ly, and it does not absorb calo- woman, varying in its bulk, is, on an ave- 
lie, for the support of the animal tempera- rage, about us large as o small pear flalten- 
tiure ; and yet it is certain this organ does ed, and that tt lies at the brim of the pelvis, 
jMtforai an office immediately essential to with its futuius forward uud its mouUt hack* 
life, and which is performed by the lungs ward, so that tin; one lies ubove and behind 
thmselres, of whi^ you have a very aim- tho symphysis pubK<<, uod the otlier on the 
pie proof:— If a child cornea into the world sacrum. I’ptm either side of this uterus, 
under the emnd pinsentation, (legs brst,) in the sides of the pelvis, the ovaries are 
there being i prcMiwe on the chord, at a situated, reseuibling the lesudci somewhat 
time when reipiration einuot proceed, iu in iheir form, and hence frei)ueutjy deno- 
eonsequenoe of the bead end shoulders be- miuated the tnut mulidris, by the older ana- 
ing lodged in the uterus, in the course of a tonusts. Tiu se ovanea consist of a caver- 
few Mcouda the child is in estate of dis-^ mg «f iKtiomfum, and proper coverings, 
tren, in the course of a few minutes it ! wltich may be cuWvA the tunm pt'(*prutt en* 
ia in danger, and, in the course of a few 1 closing wiUtiu it a cellular web, foil of very 
minutes more, it ia dead ; and all this, be- \ minute vessels, and in this cellular web are 


came the actioa of the placenta is pressed | embedded u number of vesicles, which may 
upon «&Sa tht htHgj caairor p/ay ; for, if (he i in number from ten to fifteen, or 
child cornea into the world head lirst, and^ tw’enly, of unequal Miae,sonie of them being 
breatbet, you may tie the cord, and cut as lurge it.s mustard seeds only, and some ai 
tway the placenta, as indeed is the eustom, ' large as a foil-grown jica, and more or lesi 
yot no iocottvenience ensues; and hence < conspicuous ia the ovaries of df/Terent wo- 
we may draw thia plain inference, that iht ' men. For even iu ilivse cases where tliere 
iungaandUie placenta are ]:>erforming one | is no reason to believe that Ihc woinao baa 
common office, immediately essvnusl to , been sterile, you must examine with care to 
life. When it is performed by Um placrnta, I sev the vesicles dislinclly, while in olliCT 
it ia not required af the lungs; and, when leases thes« visicles arc so striking, that 
aecomplblied by tire lungs, it is not re- j they are the ports which catch the tft ai 
quired of the placenta- ! soon as the ovaries are laid open. I hese 

And now comes on the question, What is which are denominated the griU 

the pbeento-pttlinonary office 1 A question , ban, are the eggs of the htiman ajweiea, 
whidi it imot in my (lower to answer. But Again; sleuhing from the womb to the 
I cannot forbear expressing my conviction, aides of the ptdvn, wc hove the broad liga* 
thuthefom some most iin(jMortani physio* menti, which are formed by the perito* 
IcBicil diacovery latent here- Whatever neam, which covers the uterux, partially ill 
tlm offien at , it if obvioos that it is imme- front, and tompklely beliind, and which 
diafo^ COttnacted witli the principle of life ; being thus d isjiosed upon the womb, foiitt 
nod ithi very remarkable, that, though we two htyers, owe iu tVoui and the other poi* 
believe delves to be acquainted with the teriorly, sinrichiug from the sidei of the 
anmn ciSioe of the lungs, we certainly are, oterua to tlie sides of the pelvis, In the 
imt- lire main office is, 1 think, ckarly superior parts of these broiid ligameiiU, 
lhfo,-^phieentO'palmoftary function, 'riut situated what are called the falfopltu ittW> 
function conaiats in neither of the offices which are, in tact, Uie ovidocuofwoffiilh* 
which iff ttfuaily aiitgtted tn the lung* ; I sumowhat virtiucular iu tlteir tmwd,; 
mean the ahaorptioA of caloric, or the sepa* they do not rtm iti • direct hbe ( tttp iiw 
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wliete they e&t^ into the vtenis, in to It liM often !>e«n leled^ wliat ii tlio tem 
much Diet a lirge briitlo eetrcely be tb«t )« required for die {^|i)eiion <^linnaa 
{»a«aed through ihtf orifice ; Urger where couceptioul hut thie ie n quetdon to which 
they oiien near the ovary » for there t Urge it U not euy to give u preoiio and etiiefac* 
probe might be inaerted i and immediately tory antwer. 1 thoroughly agree with thoto 
within the oriheOrWhioh » turrounded bj. who believe that it is m very early con* 
a muicuUr or ru^, and which if pU;^> say within tlie fotl&ight, or pe^ps 

ealled ^o nni^dtehdt, dilated into a sort looiilr. A fmtus of five or ain weeha is 
of receptacle, in which the firat rudimenta thoroughly formed, and as large as a iar|^ 
of the fmtoB may perhapa lodge. blue fiy. How young, Ihmrefmre, mtut its 

Siretohing Itm the eztor> rudimenta be when they paaa in an un* 

nal organa, is the canal calUd the vagina, formed stote thlbogh the uterine orifice 
lying on the rectum posleiiorly, and the of the fallopian tube, which, aa this preps* 
bladder and urethra in front; this canal ration proves, is scarocty leige enough to 
varying much in its capacity, being Urge in | admit a bristle. 

women who have borne many children, and \ 1 here ahow you the mterus, and a porticm 

small in virgins, but being of a form and of tlie vagina annexed to it; you may see 
capacity evidently comformable to the make the broad ligamenta ttretching toi^e aidet 
of the male organ. Observe, carefully, these of the glass, and yon may teo tbolsllopiait 
iiluatrative prepamtioiis- tubes, or oviducts, above which U the mue- 

iiaf»>Ygtta(ion.~-When impregnation takes cuUr rnffie, or fringe, which^^^l^^ bold of 
place, for 1 now proceed to give you a short the mammillary process* 
account of it, one or more of the eggs, or Here is a preparation of the ova^; its 
grufiau vesicles, becomes the subject of interior is exposed, and ^ eggs, which are 
the coucppiive actions, and supplies of ueatUng there, are etmtidcoottsly obaetv* 
nourUbmeut are poured int<» it iroin the able. 

surrounding parts, and the eggs enlarge in 1 here ahow you tlie^ mtmmilltry pro- 
tUeir siae, and they project beyond the sur- cess projecting, and in this pi^paration laid 
face of the ovarv, so as to form the mam* open, iu contents being escap^i so tliiil- a 
miliary process f and all around the vesicles, small cavity has been formed in the 
wiiich are thus enlarging the ovum, become and this cavity is filled up with a ytUowUh 
more vascular than it was before. About material brighter in some than in oiliefa, ^ 
this lime the raammiUary priiccss, projecting whole constituting what it celebmted amqnjg 
like a lupple* U •fixed by tlie muscular anatomists under the appedU^on of too 
fringes of the Ullojuan tubes, something in I e*»rp«i l«r«K»i, ^ 

tlie same maiinof as the nipple iuelf is] 1 he vesUte in J^hU preparation, nfter dw* 
fM»Ued by the infant when at auck. The | charging its contents, is again partially fitted 
mamuulliury procesn lying iu tliis manner in with the yellow material ; and in the pi»- 
the orifice of the fallopian tube, ii at length j jmratiou which follows, the closure of the 
breaks open by ulceration, and discharges ] cavity has been almost completed, 
iu contents in this canal, after which the i U here there are two fuctusea, two voii- 
mdimenis, by Utile and httle, under a sort ' eles are in general excited, audtwo lu^ 
of peristaltic action, art* conveyed from the \ become formed ; in the woman from whUdt 
tube to Um» uterus, to be deposited there as| this wss taken, there were twins, and you 
in a nest,— for the uterus of the tnaiutnalta ^ may observe a corpus luteum in each ovary, 
baa some auilot;ies with the nest of a bird, i This is not invariahly the case, for, as a sin* 
wlik'h, ]» aome poinltfd particulars, ii re- gle egg may sometimes contain two ehiolGd* 
sembles. Now thia transfer of the rudi* to a single vesicle may, in some cases, con* 
menu from the ovary to the uterus, consti- tsin two foMuses. ’J he woman from whom 
tuiei what, iu ilin. proper acceptation of the these ovariea were taken, conceived of ihtM 
term, may be denominated ita conception, children, and you may see two veaidels in 
or what, m birdr , we should call the laying one ovary , and one in the other ; obeeire, at 
of the egg. l>r. Hnighton found, that if, iu the tame time, the high vtaoularity td Ibo 
the rabbit, he divided the fallopiau tube aurrouuding ovary. 

more iba» eight *aod‘foriy hours after ita But to proceed 'Much diipnla baa been 
eommiiniention with the nude, he did not, in raised respecting a queition of aome little 
iw doingi iu terrupt the procets of generation; epeeulative intereat, t mean ag io the form 
but if he divided tim tube wUUVu to, 20, or in whicb the rudimenti eome>i4own into 
ttO bourSi Of even later than thia, then the Uie womb, wwe tumtending wiU^^^^ Haigh* 
procesauf generatiou was interrupted, the ton. that t^y diMmend in a looee amorphoua 
rudiiueiiia never afterwatca making tbeir atate ; and otlier^ •• CrdWianks, that 
apoearimcn in the w^omb ; and ibtrelbro bh they leave the ovary, and pisa the tulmun- 
iamrred, that in the rabbit ilia ptoceau of der the foi^ of a small egg. pr. llrnghiott 
aottceiition, or the laying of the egg, iaao* egamiued a great many robbiu which w 
edmpllalied h etgUt-attd-forty bourai but not been retenUy impregnated, ntahing loa nb- 
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mnlim *i ^Wsmi ktmi^b tfitt ton- pnrti, which tt»ew mart fierfettt ibt 
btit be never footid in any one in- geiiemtidn» for ln|tance,-the wbltet nnd 
atanee, until the ntoeeai of epigenwis wo» ihelli- It my not be impoaiible tliat tbe 
begtin in tbe uterua, tbit the rumtntnta ex- ftifopian tubei may iud eomeOung too ; tn4 
biStid any rfodnite form, so that after in- iiiia la more probable : firit, becanae we 
aUtntingitiiny obaeTfationsof tUisaoiti (and find the inner aides dt ibe fidfopian tnbea 
bewtaavwyawutateobaermOlmbicttroe eaacnlif it I lugb degree; find* aicimdly, 
of opinion, tbit it was not the vcaicle of because tbeif inner membfaiii Ji folded fon# 
DeGrafo thft wis tlitachd in the form of gitudioailj, as if nature inteodad to spread 
tn egg, to pass into tbe uterus, but that them out for the purposea of secretion* 
tbe vesicle opening, disclwirged iu contents Howetcr, granting its exiatence, we hire 
into the tube, as an egg^isbt do, if the clear proof, that tlill euperadditttm il not 
ibell were foeely broken. Cruikabanks, j essential to geoerlliotti for eilra^nlerinn 
^wever, iinagined, that il»e rudiments fetuses may form in tbe otary, and, in tltese 
pawed along into the womb in the form of cases, the rudimeatl nerer get into the 
an ovum, of roanddd or oval shape, but in fallopian tube at all,^iud ton, tberefors, 
order to prove this, he laid open the tube, derive nothing from it* 
and applied distilled vinegar. Here is one of the fallopian tubes laid 

Now Haighton used to observe tartly and jopen ; it is vasculat in a high degree, and 
forcibly enough, that ufllure did not apply its folds are lyioji longitudinally ; it is this 
distilled vinegar in her operations; and the [Structure that induces me to think, that the 
observation was as just as it was keen ; for tube i-s a secreting organ, as well os an 
iven supposing the rudiments came down . organ of transmission, 
iilto tbs WoHib without anv defined sliope, ■ Here is a apecimen, and a fine one, of tbo 
of couraa the application * of the vinegar I moraus tlinl>oli,the fimbriated extiemity of 
wigbt be expected to coagulate llie serum, ! the tulh^piau tube, observe its {msitiun near 
m to cause It to assume something of a 'the ovary* 
defined shape immediately. On the whole, | 

tlierefora, l assent to the opinion of my 

valued relative, and believe with him that, j 

it conception, Uie ovum comes down intol FOREIGN DEPARTMENT* 
the uieruk, not enclosed in a membranous j 
^st, but in a loose and disengaged con- j 

diriut ; and this opinion it supported by the | »Rodtssia* 

inference to be drawn from the amallness of j 

the uterine orifice of the tubes, evidently' Dr. hliotKi, the editor of the OauUnh 
BUfoh too minute in ili capacity, to allow ; SoJilt, has lately published a pamphlet 
the vei^cle to paia iu its oviform con- « sgaiui^t M. Bruussais, wiiich, amongst other 
dKion. ! interesting conununtcaiiortl, con tains tho 

I have sometimes thought that, at in following comparative table on tliemorta* 
bii^, the oviducti are superaddiug to tbe iitv in the Hospital of Va) de Grace, under 
yntha. derived from tbe ovaries certain | its different phyaiciana:— 


latte year 

M.VtWy 

M. 

1 

1 

a 

M. Pierre 

M. Br«m»«(« 

1815 .. 

, lost 1 out of g0§ 



1 out of 16 

1 oot of 1 1 

1816 *. 

. — I .... n 

1 

.... 78 

1 .... 1513 

1 .... 19 

18Jr .. 

. - t .... 14 

1 

.... 11 

1 ...,167 

1 .... 16 

ms .. 

. — 1 .... 515 

1 

.... I’i 

t.... f7 

1 .... 14 

1819 ,* 

. — 1 .... Sf?f 

1 

91i 

1 .... 16 

1 .... 0i 


to tbit point are not yet lettled. Dr. 
Schneider, of the Univeraily of Muutcb, baa 
lately, by very accuraie retearche#, endei* 
voored lo deierminc this r|oe#rio«. Ac* 
cording to him, the following are the diffa* 
rent optniona on the subject ! — 

1. The retina reachet no further than the 
middle of the vitreoua hiimour**^Fail<^us 
and Veaaiios. 

$* It terminatea at the eateilof mifitiu of 
the procesaua ciHarea.*«M«citel, Somnet* 
fog, Wrlabi^rg. Rudolpbi, VelptAtti 
Ho«H», Jacob, Faallucci. 

$i It extendi to the ^reuvifoinilbi if 
the font, whefo It it itmertid la tlw 


Tbli emitmti very strangely with the 1 
bombtstie manner in which we are accui- 1 
toawd fo hear M. Brouwtii and his follow- 1 
e» apeii of the lioetmt Fhpitlogiqwf/* j 


namtiatfoic or run aimA ih tmk 

HUMAK fVa,* 

it fom very often been dtaousaed, where 
(he rerina termfoatfs anteriorly, and, as far 
as wO lifow, the opmfona of anatontliti as 

* Dii Ends dtr Nervenliaot im mettachU 
Auge* Von 0t. Schneider, Broieii. ai der 
Vorim III Miiaichan* 



REfltlNATION Of THE LEKS. 

HaUer, lieutiiid, Moitro, it leemed «ttc!i«ftg?d,bd«f maradl^ttte 
Winitew, to wjbieli two vffy 

4. It it dcffitiimad iato tlw proceitiiA ci- m wore moo 
itarw. ceisoi. It wio obamed^ tU«t, w)i«a tlie 

d* ilaTiitf rtaohod thi bxteniftl margin of oyn bad for aoaw tim« been iyina s» alooboi, 
none of 2inn, it foma i dodned edge, from UioM parte witb wldcb tbe Wna bad been in 
wbieb it eateoda, an a f er^ delteate mem' more or lew oioae contact, hivaiiabijr un- 
brane, to tba n^in of tbe teiia<<>->Biarena, detarent a very (mcuUar alteration : tiie n- 
W alter, fioelUiiger, Heaoelbath* treottB Immour, hyaloid membrane, and re* 

Aceording to M, Scbneider, it prooeeda tioa, were, in these places, imne or leas 
from the externat margin of the corpus ci' turbid; the hyaloid membrane was tbiofc- 
iiare, where it nraa generally auppoacd to ened, the retraa wrinkled, and, in one in* 
terminate, to the lena on the greatest cir- stance, adherinf to dio choroid ; eridently 
eumference of wliich it ends, by a free roar- the conaequenoea of a alight indammation, 
gin, and without any Ann aitaohroent to the produced by the preMure of the lens. The 
oapaule. This continuation of the retina capsule had, except in the one case men* 
lies between the aoneofiSinnand the corpua tioned above, retained its natural tituation, 
ctliare; it appears as a very delicate, ihin, and iu connexion with die aonulaZinnii; it 
medullary membrane, somewhat thickened had been lacerated in the operation in 
aC iu internal free margin, his covered middle or lower part, and was perfectly 
by the pigmenturn nierum, which is roost j transparent ; sftor having for lomo time 
copious on the external portion, but gradu* ! been lying in very strong alcohol, it ap- 
ally decreaaea anleridtly and inletiurly, so j peared as a yellowtah ring near, but uncon* 
diat the free- margin of the retina isnot|nected with, the posterior eurfaee of Uie 
covered by it. Kt the distance of about j iris ; tiro internal margin was free, irrogu- 
on«*eighleenthof aninthfrom Ibecircumfe- jlsr nnd indented, and pardy covered the 
renee of the lens, the retina increases in \ pupil ; in one instance only, a very delicaio 
ihicktiess, is very white, and of a folded plastic membrane bad been thrown out from 
structure, in which the separate folds, from | it. It was, on the whole, very considerably 
70 to 75 in number, are placed at regular thickeued, aud of a gelaUnoua conriateuee ; 
intervals. The iuternal margin of this being, however, perfectly tranapwent, Ihia 
folded riug adlieres to the capsule. Under thickening of the cMsufe cannot be consi* 
the microscone, the termination of these deredaa the result of an indammutoryaUte, 
folds anteriorly appear as more or less co« and wo think the entbor is rigbi in aiqppoa* 
niform bodies placed in dtfereut direcuona, ing it to be formed by the •ecfotOry aetima 
nnd very aimitnr to the nervous iiapillnt of ' of the capiule, and the sobaeque&t cryataSli* 
the tongue. taiion of the secretion ; it is, an it were, the 

— — rudiment of a new lent. la two onaea, the 

o» THE onoAKtc s LTEastioxs |M TUB IK* wss verv 

Tsaioa 09 THE EVE AfTEa TBS nscLix* of sclerotica oould hardly be disco* 
ATioa or THi itvs.* vered. in one case of congenital cataract, 

» ^ operation had failed, tha retina 

Mtf Dr. \\. SbMMtaiso. aeparated from the choroid by 

Tbeantborof this treatise htdopportu. an intermediate stratum of fluid. 
Biiietofexaminingeigbleyesin which this ^1^1- Sommcnng it of owawn, that the 
operation had been performed. 1 be redio. f‘>rm»tion and nuumon of the knt depend 
aied lena was generally found immoveable ! contiMwiti secretion and absorpuon 

on the eiterior and inferior portion of the i <»/ Uie Uqoor Morgagni by the ctpaule, but 
ciUiry proceaaea, at a rreiter or leas dia- 1 »» organic conncxton be* 

liana from the iris ; it was. except io one 1 

oaae, without its cipauie, smaU, and. as hi t«on of the lens wt of the humour Motgagm, 
teemed, almorbed. all but the harder no* i 

deua; of a greyish white, or Teaomtht®pi»»o« of Haller and of Peht; but Albm^ 
brown amber colour, and of an' irregular saw Oie injected vcaaela of 
thane ; itaaiia appeared to dtfler according to »ued into the lens, and recent 

the length of lime which had elapsed airtr rmmrcheaaeeroioimiiflmaimhbwrvauoaO 
thaoperation. In twoiaatancea it waicom* »» cmf M irith the 

pUtoty bbieibed* and the only remaining aooe of Zun, wdt tiitough the lattor, ^in* 
trace of it wea a alkht imnrenioo in the municatei with the coroni eiUarm. from 
mtita Af tka Oiliw} hoomw* i i» »»« ««» i‘ww«»w *• ..ttwal .wwb of tho 

'lens, ■■ . 

The diflbreat degreea or perfSrctton with 
which the patienta tee slier the o;\/iti« n, 
dependa not on the aaora m wanapiureut 
aUU el the intortor parts of tha eye, hat 


^ Baobaehi. iib die erffam Verander. Im 
Ange naeh Staar Operationen, Von W» 
Sbrnmettng, Fnablun m Mala. 



FUNGUS U,EMAT01>&. 


on the irregttW shape of the reacting or- 
gans. The cstiracta secttedaria is the effect 
of a traianelic inflainination of the capsule ; 
sometimes even an effhsion takes place be- 
tv^^eeii the edges of the capsule, but it is 
hardl; erer the effect of exudation from the 
uvea, as M. Schmidt mamtaiaed. The csp* 
stile itself is never absorbed. 


OK FOKOUS MEDULLAftiS OF THE EYE.* 
By B. PANlFjffA. 

This treatise contains tnro very interest- 
iofg cases of fungoid disease, of which we 
a condensed report. 

Jo a girl, seren yeafs old, the fuajjus had 
been formed in the right eye, in ( onsequcnce 
of internal ophthalmy ; vision was com- 
pletely destroyed fiom the heginniug; llie 
pupil ivas dilated and immot'eable, behind 
It a yellow irregular spot was seen, with 
some gorged vessels in its centre, its exte- 
rior and inferior portion was a little promi- 
netil, and of a tuberculous appearance. In 
all other respects the eye seemed perfectly 
bealtlty. After tliree months the yellow 
•pot became of a darker colour, en!nrg»'d, 
nodose, sod beset w'ilh more varicose vcs- 
aeli. The extirpation of the eye being ob- 
jected to, the disease followed its regular 
course ; the eye burst, the fungus pro- 
truded, and rapidly grew to an enormous 
aize ; targe ulcerations formed, fre({uent 
hmmorrhagfs ensued, Hnc., and the little 
patient di^, after having suffered <rixteea 
months. On examinsUon, the glands of' 
the neck and the parotid weie found dis- 
eased ; tlist portion of the dura mater which 
covers the parietal bones, as well as the 
greater part of the right anterior and middle 
^bes of the brain, bad degenerated into a 
fongOtts matt ; the optic nerve, the ophthal- 
mic brsDcU of the fifth pair, and the third 
pair, were also imbedded in a fungous sub- 
stance. The optic nerve terminated ante- 
riorly in a hard ligamentous intumescence, 
of a bulbous form. In the orbit, alt the 
orgsas were transformed into one confused 
mass. 

Ibe lei^d case wu that of a child 
twenty nibnffts of age i the fungus was in 
the left eye } it bad Ukewite formed aftei 
intemsl o^diibslmy, and the sympt^s were 
exactly as in the mregbing case. 

The eye iF«i extirpated by Dr, Donegana, 
about seven weeks after the first symptoms 
bad been obseived. Brofmor Panixza ex- 
nmiiied the eye after the operstiou ; it was 
not eotarfed,bnr Katffer than natural; the 
optte serve, cof Df a, iris, and lens, were 
healthy ; lens having been removed, 

^ • SnlFongol^doib^deB’c^^^ Pitia, 


the yellow spot WM found to be seated in 
the depression in which the posterior half 
of Oie lens lies, altliougb^before the wmoval 
of the lens, it appesred as if it were more 
deeply-seated. U consisted of three aeparate 
bright-yellow and prominent masses, of a 
soft and fungous comditteBoe. On removing 
the choroid, the whole of the vitreoua hu- 
mour was found to consist of (bis yellow 
mass ; being punctured, it emitted a bright 
yellow, viscous, ssline luid, which wss 
coagulated by alcohol ; the optic nerve was 
inserted into this yellow mass ; the retina 
was wrinkled, contracted, and appeared to 
pass through it to the anterior fosSa, where 
It forrued the three above-menuontd promt- 
neitcies. The choroid was hi fdthy. 

Four years after the operation, the UtUe 
patient was in |ierfec( health, Aa far as 
we know, this is the only iustaoee upon 
record, where the extirpation of the fun- 
gus medullarta of the eye, has not hceu fol- 
lowed by a fatal termination from a relapse, 
or a couttnualion of the disease to the brain 
and its membranes. 


lEKTBAI eOlNT OF TIIR Kf « VOUS SYSTIll,— 

ninstoN' <»i -mr ^rnvEft, aisd sobse- 

uiixT ia;-iMON or nifciR tsm, 

M. Flourcns has recently endeavouted to 
deiermime the limits of the central aod vital 
point of the ueivous Hvstein, From various 
experiments, he tuiVrs thnt this point hegina 
at Uie origin of the eighth pair, and extends 
no further than one* fifth or one-sixth part 
of an inch towards the medulla oblongata. 
On dividing the brain above this point it is 
deprived of life, but tlie spinal chord con- 
tinut's to live ; on dividing the spinal chord 
below it, (he reverse tikes place. 

In another memoir, hi. Flourena |pvea 
the Ttrsuit of his ex|«rimenU on the 
division of the nerves, and the subaequent 
re-unton of their ends. In most cases, tho 
ra-union was complete, and by it thenerfet 
recovered even their acnaihtlity and ioAu- 
^ce on motion. M. Mourent being dtii- 
FOBS of knowing whether the ends of two 
different nerves would unite, having broii|ht 
them into oiose contact, kvpt them in thti 
sitoatioii, and found Uiat, in all tiit CiMt, 
complete union took place; in aoma of 
them the funtiion of the nerves was lo* 
stored ; in others, it remained imperfect j 
but, in till the irritation of the lowtr wfii 
communicsted to the upper nerve, ao that 
we can hardly doubt of the lhriBstio& of 
r«»al nervous •ubitauco betwicii thd di« 
tided eftda. 



Ml^ WNES ON TH£ 81000. SOI 


OK TUi APPBAltAjHCl or fWf HOOD Of 
ANIlfAU VNDEft DtrrSttltKT StATAS Of 
»'ACIirf|CKKT«. \ ■ 

By JUr, lltcDARD VfKfMt y«ter§imri(Sttrg§im; 
Mr, (Mman*t Jimatmt Hi ihi VHninmry 
CdUgt, 

Ha mo stated ID a forioer eommuntea* 
tion * ibat the blood of the borse or aM» 
wheo in perfect boittb. after l^tng well fed 
and moderitely exereiaed* asiiiined a briglit 
red colotti; and the blood* wUicU wa* 
then abstracted, toagulate<l qiuickly into a 
Bultd uttiforifl tnaas, without any separation 
of the red part; and on thecouiraiy if the 
same animal were exposed to a low degree 
of tem{verattire, and allowed only a amatl 
quantity of food, that tU« blood under those 
circumstances gradually assumed a darker 
colour, coagulated slower, and during its 
coagubtton tepamed into two parts, a su- 
jmnor white or stnw-colour, and an infe- 
rior dark red, Ihuaconatituting what is com* 
mouly caUed budy, or indamed blood, and 
that in pro{>ortiofi to the degree or iuiensity 
of cttld| and the deprivation from food, so 
the blood aaaomed this buffy ap' t araiice ; 
and again in proportion to the increased 
strength of the aniiuid, when supplied with 
a due quantity of food, and placed in a more 
congenial tem{>erature, that the blood reco- 
vered its original state, 

1 likewise suied that the blood assumed 
this budy appearance in healthy hotses 
from drawinf; large quantities at short in- 
tervals, and idso that any cause that debtU- 
taied the system would likewise render the 
blood of this appearance. 

On further itireaiigation, and fromDume- 
rout repeated experiments and obserrationt, 
1 have clearly ateertained and proved, that 
the blood atiaaies diflferavit appearances, 
varyidf •eeording to the circomatancea im« 
der which the aiitmal ic placed : when the 


ani^ is in perfect health, and moderately 
excited, the eoloiir of the blood will become 
brii^tcr, and the coagnlattng property will 
be sncreaied ; but, on the contrary, dacin 
both, when under great (as well as dinii- 
nithed)«xcttefBest, the coloor and coage* 
lattng property wiU be found graduaUy to 
diraintsli. 

Under the former Cireumetancea both the 
venoua and arterial blood aasume a brighter 
colour, coagulatioit takes place quicker, and 
tile consistence wA be found to be firmer, 
withcat any separation of the red part, and 
this apfieafance will be seen wbether a sioiiU 
or large quantity be taken ; but if the exer- 
tion carried to a great excess, or if the 
animal breathe an impure atmwphere, or be 
exposed to a low degree of temperature, and 
at the same time not allowed food, or to be 
exercised, the venoua and arterial blood 
will then gradually appear of a darker 
colour, coagulation will be slower and 
weaker, and during the coagulation the red 
part will separate, at first in a alight de- 
gree ; but tins appearance is only to he ob- 
served on drawing a tmall quantity, but af- 
terwards to a much greater extent, by taktag 
a larger portion ; but in the advanced atages, 
aitd as the animal becomes more exhausted, 
it then gradually fails to aasume tlie huffy 
appearance, from its coagulating property 
being too far diminished* 

From these facts it beebmea evident, as I 
lisve previously stated, that the Tentnia and 
arterial blood assumes different appear- 
ances, varying according to the circum- 
stances under which the animal is placed; 
thus, while in Itealth, and under moderate 
excitement, its colour and coagulatiag pro- 
perty gradually increases ; but, on the con- 
trary. botli whVn under great as well aa di- 
miniidied excitement, its c-oloor and ooagu- 
laimn will be gradually diminislted. 

The followiog table will give a more com- 
prehensive view of the subject. 


4 3 2 1 


a 4 



The middle portion, 1%. I, is intended | 
to vipieseni the appeaTance of the blomt, I 
•Uhtf eenotta or arterial, under moderate | 
exditement, coagulated into an unifortn fim ' 
mtii, without isty atparitlofl.^ 

Hit three lateral fmnioni. bn mb tide, 

• f*AK€in'i liuiUbOt 195, 


are intended to repreaent the eoloufe tad 
eoagttlatt ug ptogef |y . diminiahtng ihoae on 
the right side friMU loo peat exoiieiiiieut, and 
those on the left from dimiotsbied excite- 
menu 

Itf.S, oneach tide, ahowtlie blood darker 
I in omour than ffig. i ; and during the coign- 
[Uto to have aeparatod into two parti; a 





m m* mm oi 

•ftMtiof, wlildi it eiilier wUtt or straw* 
eeloored, and an inferiori or red part. 

tke two neat pf^onSf Fig. S, likewise 
thow the blood coi^oiated, but atili darker 
10 oolour, with a laif er porUon of the white 
orttraW'Oolpi^d part, and a am^r at the 
inferior or red, 

Ihe two ouhude portiosst Fig. 4i repre* 
Bent thohM of a darker colour dtan the 
laatj but without any separation of the 
jparta, owing to its weak coagulation* 

From this it ajppeara#rident that the re- 
mote causes whi(^ increase the colour and 
c^giilating property of the blood are pure 
air, of a moderate temperature, good food, 
and moderate eaereise ; but, on the contrary, 
^ose under which it diminishes ore violent 
or long-continued exertion, severe pain, in- 
aessed tem^rature, or any of these causes 
in combiniUon witli high feeding: this is 
very frequently to be observed in the spring 
of the year, and summer montlis, while the 
thermometer is high ; when it is very coin- 
SttOD to find iufiammatloo of the lungs, eyes, 
and other infiammatory diseases from too 
great excitemeut of the system; again, 
a^er remote causes also render the blood 
in (his state, hy diminishing the action of 
the various organa of the body, as impure 
air, long exposure to wet or cold, without 
food or exercise ;• this we find to be the 
case in the autumn and winter, while the 
thennometer is low. 

It therefore appears that while the causes 
which support ^efuoctions of the different 
organs of the body are duly and moderately 
applied, tbe colour aud coagulating property 
of the Uood gradually increase ; but, ou the 
contrary, if these causes are gradually with- 
drawn, or carried to too great au excess, then 
the colour and coagulating property will 
gradually dimiuish ; thus it will be found, 
^at as the animal increases in strength, the 
blood will coagulate stronger and quicker^ 
from containing a larger portion of animal 
matter*, but as the animal diminiahes in 
strength, and while under great or dimi- 
nished excitement, tho blood coagulates 
slower and weaker from containing a smaller 
portion ; its quick cosgulation depends on 
tbe quantity of animiil matter it contains ; 
the Mood of strong subjects is always 
greater in weight, and coagulatea stronger 
and qll^r than ^at of weak oues ; thus, 
ht the increases in ttrengtii, while 
in health, and under moderate excitement, 
the blood coagulates stronger and quicker 
fj»a containing a larger portion of animal 
matter; and again, as the animal dimi- 
nishes in atrengib, aa while nader great or 


* The blood baa likewise the fame ap- 
peartnoe when the horia it tm^ the 
fliMiica pf difitaiia* 
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diminished eicitement, the blood gradually 
coagulates slower and Wesker^ from con- 
taining a much amaUer portion. 

Thiswbfta,or btify pitrt,tomfttoiily eslled 
self-coagulable lymph ot fibriui may there- 
fore be eoniidered as the base of the blood 
of all anhhal i ; it assumes different colours, 
tnd possesses coagulating pTOpCTtiesiVarving 
in animalsy and io different parts of rile nody 
of the same animal ; in the strong psrts it 
iqipesrs red, ftota poaiesibg a hip degree 
of vital power, while in the west or finer 
parts it appears white, from potKcssing a 
much lower degree of vitality ; In strong sub- 
jects. and in the strong parts of the body, 
It cosplotes strongly ana quickly from con- 
taining a large portion ofanimal matter; hence 
it has received the name of fibrin from a 
supposed resemblance to moscular or fibrous 
texture ; but on tbe contrary, in weak sub- 
jects, and in the weak and finer parts of the 
body, its coagulation is much Slower sod 
weaker from its containing only a much 
smaller portion. It also assnmes different 
apparonces, varying according to the cir- 
eunistancfs under which the animal is 
placed. When in perfect health, and mode- 
rately excited, it appears of a bright red 
colour, and coagulatea without any sepora- 
tion ; in this state, we may consider it as 
possessing the highest degree of vital 
power ; but, on the contrary, that is from 
too great as well as from diminished excite- 
ment, in consequence of its vitality being 
diminished, it then appears darker in co- 
lour ; coagulation becomesslower and weaker, 
at first in a slight degree, but afterwards to 
a much grester extent. 

1 tbeiefore deny the hypotheait of the 
bM being a compound fluid, while circu- 
lating in the living body, and of the lymph, 
red globules, snd serum, but consider it as 
live animal matter, capable of assuming 
either a fluid or solid form ; and that, while 
in the state of a fluid, it possesses a higher 
degree of viml power than when in a solid 
state ; that it assumes different colours, and 
possesses various degrees of solidity, vary- 
ing in animals, and in different parts of tlie 
same animal, wliich depends upon the quan- 
tity of animal matter it eontains previous 
to its coagttlsting, or issumifig the solid 
state. I oonsiderits base as originally white, 
tod that it derives its colour and eoigulat- 
iog properties from the cmnbloarion of st- 
mospheric air, when circulaiing through the 
lungs ; this appears from the arterial Wood 
being always greater in weight, «ad coa- 
gulating firmer and quicker thim tithisr the 
lympb or ehyle ; and 1 eonaider that its dif- 
ierent colours indicate itt various dfgraea ol 
vitality ; for, in the siroog pmrta of tha 
body. It appears red, frompossatiiof a high 
degrecofyttW power ywh&,tiitlia wtahar 
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pirti/it it fro# Miftog only n 
thttcH lower degreo of Viltlity* 

TliO Ifteieit IMi ioidi 

tlieroforei be couaidercNi t» venoos blood. 
Tliis appetta from tlieir ttauining dideretit 
eoloura, ind posaoiaing coagulating proper- 
tiea. varying wcGOrding to the dpUferent states 
of the aniieaU In strong and hO#thy horses, 
if destroyed While in perfeOl healih, and un- 
der moderate exeitenient, the lymphatic fluid 
essiiuiesa white or atrtw^ookmt in ihoae ports 
of the lymphatic aystem ailwted near tlie 
ctroumferenee and centre of the circular 
tiou ; but, on the c<»itrtry,io many of those 
which are destroyed when under greet as 
well ts diminished excitement, it commonly 
assumes the same ebaracteT of dark, venous 
blood in those parts of the lymphatic ays- 
teiuj^ situated neatest the centre of the eircu* 
lation ss tho thoracic duct, and the second 
order of the lacteals and lymphatics. This 
we find from the functions of digestion 
being suepeudedi from severe pain produced 
from open joints, punctures in tlie feet, &c., 
also by exposure to severe cold without 
food. 

Royal VeterinsTy College, 

Oct. 15, itai. 


ON TKE EXTBACTION OF THE TEBTUt 
i?y S. StRATFonn, Surg«m ^WareeiMr, 

Tfi a extraction of the teeth has, by roeny 
surgeons, been considered a contemptibje 
occupatitm, and unworlby the notice of e 
well -educated practitioner ; it is, eonse- 
quently, BOW practised by the regular den- 
tist, or abandoned to men who have not had 
the benefit of a regular surgical education. 
1 feel, howeter, that whatever will tend to 
the relief of p^n should not be below the 
surgeon^s consideration, while the principles 
of the operation ought to be perfectly un- 
derstood, to do it with correctness and faci- 
lity. I believe, however, that many prac- 
titionera have abandoned its employment, 
more fTom its diflUculties, and the unsatta- 
factory nature of their attempts, than fVcm 
any ideas of the disreputable feelings attach- 
ed to iti These dilhCulties, 1 am convinced, 
have originated from the want of due con- 
sideration of the nature of the diseased eon* 
dition of tite tooth, or of the variety and 
netion of the inatrumenta they have em- 
ployed ; but when the action of the one is 
properiy ippUed to the nature of the other, 
all the ^fllc^t^ee vanish ; end here I cannot 
but reprobate the employment of the mitie 
inatrument in eu#i various and diflelitit dta- 
baaed of the teeth ; it shows a 

knew- 
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ledgsi which ahould not evinoe iteelf # 

present day. 

1 wilt not now venture to speeolate on the 
nature of caries, or the mode of its produc- 
tion, but ecasidef the emount of diseise 
under three heads Simple caries; $, 
Extensive caries ; 3. Death of the tooth. 

1» Simpto CeriMu^Undet fhtalmed 1 would 
consider thst extent of dtseOse which has 
exposed the lining membrane of Uie tooth 
to the degree, that no operation of t|ie dsn- 
Uit, such as Btopffittgi &c., could effectually 
relieve tire pain, or atop the f«rogresa of the 
caries, where, indeed, no considerable por- 
tion of crown has become impUoeted. 

3. Mttentiw Catiu i would apply to that 
amount of disease which hae destroyed the 
crown, or sll the bony pmt, leaving bui a 
thin shell of enamel, 

3. Death of the Tiwth.— Here I would he 
understood to roesn, the dead stumps wbteh 
have remained after the crown was broken 
off, or destroyed, by caries; they are gene- 
, rally level with Urn gum, are of e dark co- 
lour, and cause irritation and inflammation 
by their presence to the neighbouring parix ; 
they have long cessed to be alive, ana hpre 
now lost that firm connexion With the aoo- 
ket which they possessed before that vita- 
lity was destroyed. 

The nature and action of the inatrumebta 
should particularly enter into our consider- 
ation. A greet variety of inatromenta have 
been recommended for the extraction of 
teeth ; each operator has beamed some new 
invention, to whieh he bee aecfsbed paiti- 
culsr excellence ; hut thet they hive not 
possessed the merits escribed to them, is 
obvious from their very limited employ- 
ment t many ere of a complicated nature, 
and difficult of application, lam, however, 
convinced, that tlie more aimple their ton- 
itruetion, the more easy wiU be their em- 
ployment, and the more obvioua their effisols. 
i'he instruments which I have found most 
applicable to the extraction of the teeth 
are — the forceps, the key, and the punch, 
the use of each of which are indicated by 
the condition, or position, of the tooth. 

The forceps cim be employed pnly in the 
case of aimple caries, where there la a 
siderable portion of the bony mateml of the 
tooth remaining, constituting a degree of 
firmness which will resist the gt|p .Ot #e 
foroev>s, end will noicrumble nhoir it. The 
forceps ihould be vi tuffioieni aiiii to airnd 
an easy purchase to the hand, while #ey 
are made so that the inner inrffice of the 
blade fit exactly to the crown aad mdes of 
the tooth; for this reason, the operator 
should be pogamtied of a oonaiderable va- 
riety, so at to fit all different gradationa of 
aise. When, riton, wo have chosen the 
pair of lorcepe tiiM fit exactly to the tooth, 
vro fBiMl tiha oato to emhiaaa tha naeki for 
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if we merely take of ll» crown, tlje 
forceps are liable to rfip* Haring taken a 
firm bold, we gire the vlreeps an alteTnate 
lateral motion, also tending to the peipen- 
dieuiar; by the first we separate the adhe* 
sion of the tooth to the socket, and by the 
latter we draw it from its poaition. The 
forceps are moat applicable to the incisors, 
or enspidate, but, if they have a sufficient 
cttrte in bbeir blade, they may also be em- 
ployed to extract Uie bicuspid and molar 
teeth. The curve of tlif forceps must vary 
witii the positive position of the tooth, so 
that the extremity of the blade tits in a per- 
pendicular direction to the crown of the 
tooth, when precisHy the same movements 
must be used, and the extraction of the 
tooth wrill geinersUy follow. For the sake of 
c^venience to the operator, the forceps 
would generally seem most applicuble to the 
teeth of the npjter jaw; they may, how- 
ever, be employed to the back teeth of the 
lower with nearly the same facility. I appre- 
boiid, that the reason the forceps have occa* 
•ionally parted is more from the make of 
the inatrument than any fault in their appli- 
cation, fur when the blade is made too hol- 
low, to that but the extremities of the blades 
touch the tooth at two opposite points, 
which are often too sharp, ii»e grasp of the 
operator ia liable to cut the crown from the 
body of the tooth, instead of eitracUug it ; 
but when due attention is given to their 
application this can never occur. 

The use of the key is demanded when 
there is such extensive caries that there ia 
no purchase for the forceps, or when we find 
it more convenient, as in the lower jaw. 
The manner of placing the key must de- 
pend upon the extent of the cartes, and the 
petition of the tooth. When we can find 
tuffeient of the tooth remaining on the 
inner tide, to form a purchase for the claw, 
it mtml be placed upon it, and the fulcrum 
on the oppwte side, so as to torn the tooth 
outwardly } but when a better hold ia on 
the outside, the tooth may be turned to- 
wards tlie inside. Sometimes the tooib, 
instead of being perpendicular, has a lateral 
direction, etpecially tb« back teeth ; in 
that case we should always apply the ful> 
cram on the side to which it inclines, and 
the daw on the opt>otite, for reasons wiiich 
will be pteeently noticed, 'i'he action of Uus 
indrument is that of a levei, and justly to 
iceompUsh iu action it requires to be judi- 
ciously applied. The fulcrum should be 
fiat, and must be applied to the gum, oppo> 
fite to the alveolary process, white tlm claw 
ihoold be of loficient length, that it may 
eaniy reach to the opfiosite side of the tooth, 
its ■xtremity being placed upon the neck, 
exactly oppowte to the upper part of the ful 
tram, ami tbeie muf t be kept preciselv in 
a hotimttl direction. \V« ihea turn’ the 


handle of the inatrument gently and stea- 
dily, taking cl^ that the claw does not slip 
from its hold. This acting on the fulcrum 
wifi causa l^e claw to raise the tooth from 
its socket ; but when the tooth has a lateral 
direction, if ^we apply the daw on the side 
to which it Efielines, we cannot latse it in a 
perpendicular direction, in consequence of 
the inclination of the roots of the tooth, and 
would rather force the tooth down into the 
socket, if the power we employed did not 
break the crown from the body, while the 
thicker and stronger nature of Uie dreolary 
process in this instance might form some 
impediment to its extraction. In every in- 
stance in which the key is used, the aiveo- 
iarv process must yield, in aome degree, at 
particular points. The power applied to the 
upper part of the tooth must compress the 
superior part next the fulcrum of the inslrn- 
inent, while the fangs, or roots, of the tooth 
will jiress upon tlie lower part on the oppo- 
site aide ; hence the reason that these pro- 
cesses are so frequently broken. This, how- 
ever, is an accident of little moment, for the 
alveolsry processes are sure to be absorbed 
as soon ns the tooth is totally removed. 

The employint'iit of the imncli is de- 
manded in the rxlmction of old dead stumps, 
which, in cnnseipieuce of a loss of vitatiiy, 
are separated from all intimate vascultT con- 
nexion With the living apparatus, and are 
even commenced to be removed by absorp- 
tion. The manner of applying this instru- 
ment, is to introduce it between the stump 
and alveolary process, and to poise the 
latter from its socket. The best plan is, 
first to lance the gum immediately above 
the alveolary process, and then to pass the 
punch down firmly between these parts, 
and when we have insinuated it a sufficient 
distancf', we must turn the handle of the 
puncli from the perpendicular direction to a 
right angle, when w'e easily raise the tooth 
firom iu position; we must be careful to 
place a finger on the opposite tide of the 
tooth, guarded by some substance, so as to 
receive the instrument should it slip ; this, 
however, very seldom happens if proper 
care Las been taken to introduce it a suffi- 
cient deptli before we make tbe turn. The 
{mint of the punch need not be made very 
sharp, but should be wedge-s}ui{>ed, lo as 
easily to be insinuated between tbe stump 
and alveolary process. Care U particularly 
necessary not to attempt its nae but in 
those coses to which it is applicable; k 
these it requires but little foice ; but if It 
is ttsed before the tootlys dead, iud sepa- 
rated from ill connexions with tliC alveolary 
process, we way do very coniiderable in- 
jury from the power it will be necestary tc 
uae, in our attempts to extract it. I'lm ex- 
tremity of the punch may be iotroduci^ 
with lufiicteat fackty on aitbet aide of tba 
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sNiDp, wlnle it may be on the 

upj^ ontl lower jnw, 

rheee ere the priitciplee wMcU have 
pitied me in the extrection of tlie teeth, 
and when followed up 1 have found them 
to be perfectly aucccaaful, while, by atten- 
tion to iUem, 1 conceire I haire been en* 
abled not only to remoee tho tooth with 
facility, but to aave my unfortunate patient 
a conaiderable amount of pain* 


MEDICAL BIGOTttV IN IHELAND. 


TiiCRB is sometlung monstroanly anoma- 
lous in the medical, as well as in the politi- 
cal affairs of Ireland. lUligion, in that 
country, is aii insuperable bar to alt jiromo- 
lion, in milasweliasmerUcal appointmeuta, 
'J'he ezolusion of Dr. TuOiuy from ti»e pro- 
fesBoribip of the practice of medicine, inj 
the Dublin School of Medicine, only in 
atricl unison with the bigotry which has 
always distinguished the C’oUege of PlW- 
sicians in that country. During tj»e formida- 
ble epidemic fever of IHJO, which ravaged 
the whole island, there was not a physician 
in Duhtin so successful in the trestment of 
the typhus, as it was culled, us Dr. l uoroy. 
Mis deep research into the wrttinga of the 
native physicians, during the preceding 
epidemics of the most remote periods, and | 
Ilia attentiife and faithful observatinn, aiul! 
unsophisticated experience, enabled Ijira ta | 
adopt a practice very different from that of| 
many of his emUemporsfies. Me remained i 
a clast observer of the fauaticul reverit s of 
many of his rirala, Who became very gene- 
rally insane with the Sangrado practice 
then revived, which, by the way, had been 
extensively employed W Sydenham, and by! 
the Irish physicians of his day, in former! 
epidemics. While many of the medical: 
officers of the large fever hospitals of Dub- 
lin, were depleting every emaciated crea- 
ture that famine consigned to their manage- 
ment ; Dr, 'riiomy never adopted depletion 
in this wholesale munner, hut contented 
himself with local detiaciiou of blood by 
leeches or orteriotomy. In this way he re- 
lieved the brain, and then employed cold to 
the head freely, while he exhihiied mercu 
rial and vegetable cathartics to relieve the 
abdominal viacera, and then diaphoretics. 
1^'hei) postration set in, he exhihiied die- 
titical, ns well at medicinal, stimuli, and 
freely employed an old celebrated remedy 
in typhus— -a combination of yeast and wort, 
with porter, Hie sugcfsa was 
moat hriUiaht, for while hundreds of viciims 
had been immolated at the shrine of $so- 
grade, acaretdy a siiigte patient lost his life 
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in the CUnlcal Hospital, nttder Dr. Taomy* 
But Dr. f uomy worshipped his Creator in 
the ancient national manner, end here was 
the ** head andfrunt ofhis offending.*^ It wne 
therefore piously resolved, that the tepten* 
nisi election of professors should he revived, 
and the Doctor excluded. In fact it is the 
established usage, that the prOfeiaon are 
never re-elected j hut the law gave theCoU 
lege the power of so doing, if their high 
mightinesses thoueUt proper. The other 
professors of the reformed and more modern 
religion were left undisturbed, though many 
of the worldly given of the profession con* 
stdered that neither ilg honour or dignity 
was promoted, by one “ of the elect” of 
the professors making pious excursions to 
villages adjacent lo the Irish capital, in the 
cophcity of melhodist preacher. Yet such 
a man, without any private practice, is re- 
tained as tt clinical professor, while men Of 
practical expetience me excluded. But this 
is only in accordance witli the system that 
ibas always (iisiinguished the School of 
Medicine.' The professors content tliem- 
selves with reading old fashioned and obso- 
lete lectures, and seem to close their eyes 
and ears to all modern improvements, and 
hence the vast superiority of tlie lectures in 
London and Ivdinburgh. Here then it one 
of the chief causes that indnees Irish stu- 
dents to repair to those places, where they 
shall derive the best instruction* Another 
great defect the Dublin School of Medi- 
cine is this— that they cannot confer medi- 
cal degrees, ‘fhus. after all examinations 
for testimonials ( which are similar to those 
in Ediuhurgli) shall have been complied 
with, the cundidate receives a testimonium, 
which is a certificate on a sheet of paper, 
that he is qualified to practise medicine, in 
the opinion of the jirofessors. if t!»e holder 
of this certificate become a medical witness, 
the first question he w'ill have to answer is, 
wheiher he is a physician or surgeon ? Me 
cannot say he is one or tlie other on the 
authority of this testimony ; and here is 
another cause which induces students to 
repair to schools in which they can obtain 
the doctor's degree. In the Dublin Uni* 
veisity, the degree of M.D. is not conferred 
sooner than twelve years, as in the old- 
fashioned si.‘>t«*rs of Oxford and Cambridge. 

The by-laws of the Irish College of Sur- 
geons are equally anile, for no person can 
become a member of that wise corporation, 
unleas ho shall have been apprenticed to 
eotne one of the junta, who mou6].>olise the 
management of tho College. 1'he pupil is 
to ]isy loOi. as an out-door, sod from ^KK)1. 
to MX)L as an in-door Bpprtmtice, and to ho 
iwund fur five years, during four of which, 
he may indulge himseH' in the manly sports 
of ttie ffeld, or the maxes of the drawing- 
room, and not exohange two sentenees With 
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liti ftiaii muim ^imnf petlod. Some of 

the meeteri do oot kaow Uteir own anpren* 
tiofm, when onoe the fee is pocketeu} and 
no member the College, on paid of cen* 
snre or expulsion, sliaH meet a London or 
Edinburgh surgeon in consuUstton ; nay, 
Dr. Grattan inforiDs us, in his remarks on 
the professtoft in Ireland, *• Not even Sir 
Astloy Cooper, or Mr. Abcrnethy,oould be 
met by a member of ikt Irish CoUege of 
Surgeons in c(H»sultatioij.” The members 
of the London, Edinburgh, and Paris CoL 
leges of Surgeons, are the most uomeTous in 
Ireland, sobiy from the gross and ridiculous 
regulations of the ,Iiish College, and ire 
subieeted to tliis humiliation, and are ex* 
eluded by Act of Parliament from being sur- 
geons to ooonty hospitals ; tlie emoluments 
of which vary from 1 to .^001, a year. % 
tbia manageiBeBt of the College, aided by 
the system of the SchooUf Medicine, 200 
indents are exiled from Dublin annually ; 
and, sapposing, on an average, each to ex- 
pend too/, a year, which is under tiiemark, 
the sum of *0,0(«il. a year is rmoved from 
the Irish capiul ; a tri0e, to be sure, when 
we cemaider the flouriaiiing and opulent 
state of that metropolis. But a word on the 
exclttuon of Cstboiic medical men, from 
luerttive professional appointments. They 
are excluded from the numerous situations 
under the government. We caunoi find the 
names of any Catholic among the physicians, 
surgeons, druggists, or apothecaries, at- 
tached to the military and naval depart- 
ments. Tlie offices of physician -general, 
surgeon-general, directors nod inspectors of 
military hospitals, the members of the Board 
of health, the six professors of the school 
of medicine, the nine lecturers at the 
school of surgery of the College , the go- 
vernor, deputy governor, and thirteen di- 
rectors of tiie Apolbeciries' Hall ; the pin- 
feasors of ciiemistry, natural history, mine- 
ralogy, agriculture, botany, veterinary art, 
in the Royal Dublin Society, each worth 
200/. a yesf ; (he state physicians, surgeons, 
and apotheoiries ; all the medical Situatioos 
connected with the Military Hospital, PImk- 
nii Park, and with the Royal Hospital at 
Kilmaiiihwn, (ilw» Irish Cheiaea College,} 
tbs FoutnlliDg Hoi^tital, the tailors* and 
stddiers* schooti or hospitals, the numerous 
oq»lian schools, the {losprtsl for Incurables, 
Stevens’s, SwifPs, tlie Hiehaiond, Jervis 
Street, Mercer’s, Whitwoftli, Talbot, W^d- 
lesley, and Lying-in Hospitals; the chief i 
medical officer of the last, worth 200()I. a 
year ; the Cork Street Fever Hospittl, the 
Luck Hospital, the Custom House. Pott 
Office, prisons, ditpenaaries in Dublin; 
tlie thirty-two county ioftrioaiies, fever 
hotpitsht, SOO diipeossries ; county and 
city prisons, lonatic aavlumi, are aJmoat 
filled by Protaataots* ‘in laat, it would up* 
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pcs 2 , that tht#ii «o C«Mc pb|«t«s». 
surgeon, or apoMiecary in Ireland, illhougu 
three-fourths of the profeslion are Catho* 
Uc. The statement is a fact, if we except a 
few country dispensaries, which art worth 
•bout SOI. i yesr each. And a veo Catho* 
lies would bn excluded from diapensiries, 
bat the majority of suibsciibeia are of Uie 
excluded persuasion. But all the pubh'e 
emolumenury situations sro virtuaHyoloaed 
sgaiast them. Such are the bsuefui effects 
of that ioiquitotti and krbarous penal code, 
which makes men aliens in thrir nsttve 
country. *Happy, magnanimous, and en- 
lightened England ! where religious wor- 
ship is no longer an impediment to talent 
and promotion, except to Catholics. 

In every country in Europe and America, 
England ami Ireland exeeptra, men of what- 
ever religious persBiiiM mey fill all civil 
situations. How long shall aoch oppro- 
brious stigma disgibce tbe laws of the most 
eolighieacd, just, noble, and nmat powerful 
kingdom in tffie wprld t Slmll idle glory of 
the British constitution be riwsye lemished 
by such a monstrous iojusticfi 1 1t Is impos- 
sible. 'riio sphere of buman knowledge 
has wonderfully advanced during a brief and 
recent period ; the diffusion of it among 
every class of mankind, hss given rise to 
corretponding improvements in cvtiy art 
and science, and bss revolotioniied the 
whole opinions of former sgea ; so that tlie 
refoimation of unjust and oppressive jmnsl 
laws, the offsprings of dark stid ioaospirioue 
times, mast be carried along, in Uie nniver* 
sal progression of improvement, and in the 
universal s«d rapid march of iiilelligence* 
Already have tbouatods of ridicubos and 
absurd enactments been effaced from our 
statuies ; and never was there a period in 
which a more magnsuimous and paternal 
amnaroh swayed the sa‘ptr#, or a more con- 
sistent and independent ministry formed 
Uie council of tins mighty empire, than at 
this time ; sod iln refore the work of rege- 
neration so suspicinusly and energetically 
tioittmenced, cannot fail to be s|wed»)y com- 
EUXAKSXSlt, 


svdesham epiursiic. 

Tif the Mior if Jm L axcxt. 

Sib,— N otwithstanding the number imd 
value of those productions eonceming Uie 
nature, Origin, and trealtnent of idiopaibic 
fever, witli which the medical preis bai 
teemed of late years, it is etill the duty of 
those who have apporittniiiee afforded them, 
a large portion of iodivtdttahi 
affected by this disease, to oontribute tbf ii 
tvirimony, however feeble, to that theoty 
end praciiee wM h«i been guemled with 
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iU iutfikit I AmAIIiiI BlmU ill 

my duty to ib« ||llBi«u)iit if 1 

did not f tote It, If my deemed. cftovicttoQ, 
famed frem exteeiive otowyfatbo, timt to 
tile metobtoM worb of 1 >t. detieibeeb on 
fever, aiBoy Uundrode of iiidifidiiilii owe 
tlieir Uvfi, I well reiimmlmr 
oe€e«i<me4 by ibe eoideiuic io ItAld ; in one 
villege in lledfordsmre, iiioo|y*fto iodivi* 
dttidi fell ft vicliia to tbii dtoeftie. 
.number of defttUe wbicb ol«ce 
epidemic of wben it fi^tt witb e^oftl 
Tioleftoe« wift eom|>ftifttifely triviftl ^ ito ne* 
tore becftme more perfectly noden^tood> imd 
it» treatoteni cooeeqtieiitly wfts more ft^ppro- 
priate ^ aud it certiiily ap|^eftred to me, 
that to tlie great imd ftpleiuitd exertiofta of 
Dr, Clotterbuck* tbb happy idtetfttioft Waa 
emtnently owtof^ I am hm cftodoiiu my* 
aelf to what te^ {ditoo ii^ 
from the meiropolm^ wiihi*)^ citoccift hta 
laboura were crow^ I apeak, 
Thoae medkjjd fattfIcifteil wW M dared to 
doubt the hoAimm^r dlll^ 
had been propotumed by }>f;Cotien, and 
had r«cft|ted tbf aaftCtion, and been made 
the text»book of the acltooia, had not auf* 
hcient retoltttion to act fur tiieinaeifes ^ ouj 
although they were daily beholding iadivi* 
duals audering aevereiy from a dUeaae wtoch 
they mtght, without much imjiropriety, 
have called phrendtii. they con tiu tied to ad'^ 
miniaier the moat potent itimaiaoU; aud 
thoae who fortintaiely aur^iveU the feyer* 
aggravated, «§ it waa, the treatment, had 
the double fottune of recovering from tire 
diseaae «nd ik hatoOdcd remedy, When 
coutemplating Ibo vtai destruction which 
fever had produced around tliem, they could 
not buC idmU how utterly inadequate tbetr 
treatment was, Otther in amacing the dia* 
eaae in its progresft, in mitigating ita seve- 
rity, or k dimlntaliuig iu fatality *, they 
witneaaed is tooae who did recover, debi* 
lity of the most iq^palling kiud— dreadful at* 
tenuation, feeblfmess of the limbs, lome- 
times deafneM, impaired l ision, partial pa* 
ralyais, deficient memory, and oecasioamly 
a atate of complete fatuity. They could 
trace this diaease to no organ but the brain, 
and could discover no other symptoms but 
those referrible to an infiammatory condi- 
tion of it ; for even when they beheld gi eat 
debiUfy, wavering sight, weak pulse, quick 
breatluttg, peteebim, vibicea, ecehymosea, 
they also found ieaenatbiUiy of the extra* 
miUfta, pain in the forehead, tinnitua ao- 
rjunif delirium, nausea, vomiting, coiivut* 
aioito, ipasiiia, tiemors, aubsultua teudi* 
num, noma, hiccough, clearly jmlnting out 
the incgular dt^ibution of nervous in- 
iuejica, and tlm conaequeot disanaed con* 
dition of the bcaiut Vet sull liow few broke 
thaoug^ tha prammela of ihclr ediacAtian, 
ixuaUng to their owq mtNitol icfouroca^ oud 


poisidng a rational modo of froitmooh imtil 
Dr,,C^uttorbuck dhreeted the powers of Ida 
great mind to Qm Intef eating subject of 
fever ; Im accurately demonstrated ftmn Ita 
iusto<y> Its character, the morbid appear* 
aucoc of tboat who fell victims to its ra- 
Ihat ii stoa an 

if tha htoda, and Ibai dobihty was thi ef- 
fret of fever, not the Caase } tliat i| wae 
more ipparent than rea), frid that a reiibvit 
of indfs^a^ produoed a comsponding 
im|irov<toient of he4th and atmngtb, 

Jt ia not my intoiitioii to enter rato a 
dimertatioo on the etiology of fever, but 1 
cannot avoid remarking, that during tbi 
epidemic which oocorred«in Sydenham and 
Its vicinity, in the autuma of ISrtT, 1 saw 
but one mstauce of fever hildttg adected 
more than one individusil III a family f 
tills certainly appeared to Uie a poweM 
argumeat in favour of the optoiona of |^ri« 
Armstrong and Macohocb, who mainfrifis 
that ail epidemic fevers are owing to the 
existence of malaria ; this 1 could further 
illustrate, and prove by a reference to t?io 
particular spots where toe fever raged ; but 
Ibis tosk slisll be the subject of anotlier 
communication, as 1 have many highly in- 
teresting facts to adduce on toe subject, 1 
took the greatest paius to investigate, ilt 
possible, toe origin of the fever, and I ooidd 
not discover the slightest reason to imagine, 
that in any single instance it bad been 
propagated by contagion. 1 was more in- 
duced to make tins inquiry, as the frets ad- 
duced in the able prouuction of Dr. Marsh 
on Fever, were so powerful, that it would 
almost appear, from bit statemeDt,'dmt every 
case offerer widoh be witnessed, be could 
trace it distinctly to tlie infiueitce of conta- 
ion. The epidemic, some account of which 
am about to narrate, commenced in too 
begjnmiig of. October, IB:^ ; it occurred at 
the aame time, at tlie summit of Sydenham 
Hill, where toe soil is gravelly, and ia 
Perry V’ale and Perry UiU, where tlie soil 
is clayey, and the land in a great meaauro 
undraiaed. 'like general character of toe 
dUeaae was that of iufiammation, llie 
attack commeuced with rigours; the pulse 
wg» g^erally wiry, and very frequent ; the 
skin iateAseiy hot, particalarly across tlie 
forehead, and about tUe epigaatrio regiem ; 
lieadach, confined genenlty to the siiket- 
pot, with cense of fulness in the eyes, and 
constriction between the temples ; sense of 
frlneM or stricture within the head ; much 
restleisoess, tosatag motion, and ralUng of 
the head ; fiushiitg of the face, with pronu- 
nenee, wildness, and oecasionaUy fa in- 
flammation of the eyes ; impatience of tight 
and noise; pain in toe back and loins; 
ftohing in the joints ; coldness of the extra* 
mitica; dark furred state of the tongue; 
nimih cotliveneu^ and grcai 
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IbeUir of tbelimfi. The uriJie wos scaety, vwy copioui^||||iiring th^ night, I ootefed 
end the thirst contincied, and insatiable, the forehead With leeches, administers^ 
When medical aid was not immediately line aperients with dtgitalia, and testrained 
procured, delirium aopervened, add the die* the inoitiinate re-aciiou by the reiterated 
ease became more uomanogeable and dan* applioaUo& of cold. This plan of treatment 
gerous. It appeared to me, that the more at once, wiesU'd the diseasei and recovery 
violent casea might have Imen designated wag rendered complete by aperients, rigid 
meniugitis ; although, in other cases, where abstinence, dhd complete quietude. In all 
tlie patient laboured under low muttering the cases of this nature which came under 
delirium, great stupor, and coma, the sub- my care, fjjursued the same plan of treat- 
etaned of the brain wm most probably the m^t, and invahably with tlie same success, 
aeat of t^disease i thlse, 1 alM observed. In other ctiies of this fever, I found a 
more seldom arrested in their pror considerable variety in the symptoms; an 
^ss than those in which the symptoms illnstration of which i will subjoin. I wss 
Were more violent and alarming; and, in* desired to see MrlL Welch, of Sydenham 
deed, the miachieTs which they occasioned, Common. 1 found net complaining of s 
were also more decided and general. Thus, sense of stupor, weight, snd oppression, 
sometimes, extreme debility, partial para* rather than pain, in head; her head, 
lysis, great despondency, disordered condi- however, felt eitremejy hot, and the action 
tipn of the chylopoietic -viscera, followed of tlie carotids powerful; her 

tlie attack of fever. It is, I conceive, quite pulse was rapid Send full; but spnk beneath 
in accordance with analog}*, to suppose that the finger Withont rf|i|imBoe ; the skin was 
a diderence in the diseased structures, oc- dry and tense, partieularly tb^ the breast, 
casioDS a difference, both in the type and neck, and head; tliere was cphsiderable 
character of the disease; as inSamiuation deafness, deep and interrupted sighing, 
of the serous membranes, will always pro* great tendency to coma, tension hy * 
doce more distress than infinmmation of pochoudria, aud great irritability cf the sto> 
glandular or parenchymatous organs. Thus, mach. After one copious hloedtng, and the 
an iuiiaromation of the pleura, vrili produce application of u few leeches, 1 found great 
mnch more pain, fever, and excitement, advantage in biistfring the nape of the 
throughout the system ; the disease will be neck, and in the administration of calomel 
more acute, the sympiorns more intense, and antimony. 

than when the parenchymatous structure of j liie only fatal case which Occurred, of 
the long is the Best ofTlie disease; although, I fever, was one of this character ; the sub- 
lie it observed, that, in Ixjth instances, there ject was Mrs. Benning, of Bell Dreen. 1 
will be much dyspoma, cougli, and fever, -did not see her until a late period of her 
and considerable danger, to the patient, ifi disease, and then, of course, only a pal- 
not immediately and decisively arrested; ligtive treatment conld be adopted; and 
hut tlie progress is certainly more rapid this, 1 regret to add, proved entitnly inef. 
when tbe serous membrane is the subject of fectual. She had bean much stimulated 
the inflammation. with wine and brandy when I sn# her, her 

Dr. Bretoimeau, in liis work on fever, pulse was uuick and small, aim had dis- 
has related two instances of this .severe tressiug lieauach, noise in the ears, throb- 
character of fever, in whicli, after a few Wng at il»o temples ; l»er countenaoce was 
days of violent delirium, every symptom of flushed, she complained of great restless- 
acute hydrocephnlus took place,— strabia- ness, and was fiequently in a state of deli* 
mus, dilatation of the pupil, &c.— fatal ter- rium ; the tongue was coated with a thick 
mioatioQ. But, to return to an account of brown fur, there was parched blackness of 
the Sydenham epidemic, 1 was called, late the lips, and ftttid sordes about the teetli ; 
at night, to the lady of a clergyman, who theskiu was hot aiul dry, and the. thirst in- 
had been indisposed a few days, hut who cessant; the stools were dark-coloured, and 
was then most alarmingly ill. She coin* extremely offensive ; the extremities were 
plained of excruciating pain in the head ; , cold, diarriuxa came ou, the urine and stools 
her eyes were inflamed, and impatient of -pas-sed involuntarily, coiMtant detiriuni, dif- 
Kght; her head, arcoidiiig to her own ex* j ficolt deglutition, laborious retpirsrion, fre- 
iptression, was tight, and constricted to an I quent hiccough ; she became covered with 
insupportable degree ; the sense of bearing! p«techi». and died. I regret exceedingly 
#»S prclernatUTiilly quick, and cxtrenu ly that 1 had not an opportunity of making a 
distressing ; the circulaiion w«» hurried and mortem examination of this cate ; but I 
tfimultuous ; the body was intensely agi> esniiot refirsin from remarking, that, even 
taled by every jml sat ion, and the throbbing in this case, where the body was nearly in a 
of the heart was visible through the clothes; state of putridity before death, and in a 
the skin was hot and dry ; the tongue parch- room, not, bv any means, welt tenrilate^ 
ed sod brown; and itie entire aspect mdi- no tndividusf belonging to tlm faiiuljr wts 
cative of great distress. I bled her twice affected with the fevar* 
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There eUo appeared to be variety tioo, the source of much Kpnoyance 

of this f 6 ver» which 1 eumiot hilter describe irritation in this disease. #f the Tirl^' 
than by tl>e narration of a case, as in the of digitalis, calomel, and antimony, it would 
former instances. William Gales, of Sy- be quite supertluous to speak ; bat of opium^i 
denhom, was seized, quite suddenly, with I trust I mity, without presumption, offer a 
pain in the bead, great giddiness, and an remark concerning ita utility. In every 
apoplectic insensibility i the extremities cose in which 1 administered it, I found it 
were quite cold ; he lay as if stunned, and produced an aggravation of the fever, in- 
labouring under a violent concussion of the stead of inducing tranquillity and repose, 
brain ; his stomncli rejected its contents ; Independently of its decided and mauifbst 
the breathing was stertorous ; the skin was action on the brain, the diminution or sup* 
bold, and bedewed with a clanimy perspir- pression of air the aicretions, renders its 
ation ; the countenance was Imd, dejected, use very hazardous, and its advantages very 
and exhibited the marks of great anxidty equivocal; indeed, in some cases of di* 
and distress. After bringing about re-oc- arrh<ea, where 1 was compelled to emplojr 
tion, by means of hot fttiitiels allied to the it, in the decline of fever, it produced such 
extremities and abdomon, and the adminis- great cerebral derangement, as to oblige me 
tration of a small quwatity of stimulus, the to discontinue it, although with reluctance, 
disease was effectual^ subdued by bleeding iliere being no effectual substitute in obsli- 
copiously, leeching; .ibliiiertng, purging, nate purging. “ Prohat, ah usu hujus re- 
and calomel and antimoiry. , medii (opii) diuturniore, organa chylopoiesi 

j et sanguificationi inservientia, adeo debilt- 

Having a faint tari posse, nt officiis suis imparia reddan* 

outline of tlili fetes, 1 will inform you of tur. Experimenta Alstoni opium eirenitum 
tbe treatment and mult. Of 4.*i patients in vasts minimis, pilusquam in majoribus, 
that 1 aitbnded with it, ‘if) I bled twice, cohihere probant. Secreliones coUibet; al- 
besides having had recourse to leeches, the vum constipat.’* 

number of vvbicU 1 applied according to the 1 am fearful that I should occupy too 
necessity of the case ^ 1 *^ I hied once, ge- much of your valuable Journal, if X ex- 
iieral I y copiously ; the remaining seven, be- tended iny observations to any greater 
iog mild cases, recovered by purging, ah* length; but 1 cannot conclude, without 
stinence, and lesi^. Of the application of conveying to you my humble tribute of 
cold, US a th.erapeuUcal ag« lit, in the more thanks, for the important services rendered 
violer* :. 4 ex ^ fovet, then* can be nt) (jues- to the medical profession and to the public, 
iioo, when applied with jut) giueut, that its and to the cause of humanity, by your great 
influence js very con«(| 0 »able, aiid highly and unwear)nng exertions in the diffusion of 
available, in prey^nting reUituing iuHain- knowledge. You are said to be too severe ^ 
niation. lYMh regarii to its application, a that you would effect luoio good, if you 
stream of dedd watfir poure the head, were to use the rod more sparingly. This 

until the bacom tjuite pallid, is the ia the senseless howl of euvy and prejudice, 
most efficdcitiiia ; iU good action cun be It is impossible, when the heaUh and lives 
kept up by any evaporating lotion. Inde- of our fellow-creaiures are at stake, that 
pendent of the eomlort the applica- investigation can bo too minute, or inquiry 
tion of cold affords the patient, it is a pow- too rigid, A single mistake in the treat- 
erful auxiliary in the subjugotiuu of the ment of disease, may prove a fatal one. 
fever, particularly when used after bleed- Your success is too well established, to 
ing. In those cases in which the symptoms luboiir under any apprehension, that those 
did not exhibit such violent marks of in- who dread your talent possess the power to 
flammution, cold application lo the head did prevent its exercise. The first part of the 
not appear so available ; blistering tlie nope eagle’s flight is the most difficult ; he rises 
of the neck, w'as attended willi more ad van- 
tage, ’ However, bleeding is the grand, im- 
portant remedy, on which, in severe cases, 
our cliief reliance must be placed : it fre- 
quently destroys the fever at once ; it inva- 
riably affords relief to the patient ; it miti- 
^ gates timt dklressing reitHeSaness which 
..causes so much irritation, subdues the ve- 
locity of the of^pculutiou, renders tlic skin 
looist and cooh diminishes thirst, removes 
ischuria, relieves hesdach anddelirififp, and 
^werfully restruius the extreme irritaljility 
K the stomach ; it slionens the duration of 
Byer, produces tendency to repose, and rc- 
potea that diatressing cuticulor consiric- 


heavily from the ground, hut, when once 
floating in middle air, he cuts the thinning 
atmosphere in easier course, and, with uu- 
tired wing, soars upward to the beams of 
day. Knowledge is power ; and ita disse- 
minatiou must conduce to the advaxtta|e 
and happiness of mankind. 

Again apologiaing for my long intrusi 0 % 
1 have the honour to remain 
Your obedient humble servant, 

Tiios. UotPB. 

Sydenham, Kent, Oet. 16, 
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THK LANCET. 

Londm^ Saturday ^ November L>, 1828 . 

Uftcsi> by the repeated solicitations of 
numerous Correspomlents, we were at some 
pains, a sboit time back, to learn in what 
light the University of London would be 
regarded by tJie I'niversilics of Scotland ; 
and baring, in ibe course of our intjuirj, 
applied to Mr. Hoiuneu, the Warden, that 
gentleman stated, without hesitation or 
f|iialification, that the Dnirersilies of Scot* 
land KQuld not recognise the certificates of 
t|i« London University, as tiualificaiions for 
the diploma, because the latter institution 
had no Royal CiiAnTER. This fact was 
communicated to the public iu No. 262 of 
Th£ Lancet, and was afterwards copied, 
from this Journal, into a large majority of 
ttie London and country newspapers. The 
mauagers of tlie Unirersity of Kdinburgii 
are eridenlly annoyed at the extensive dif- 
fusion of u piece of intelligence which must 
brand them with no small portion of dis* 
grace, and, with a view to remove the 
atigma which attaches to their character, 
have published the following IUfutatios 
of the alleged calumny 

“ A paragraph liaving lately appeared in 
several of the London and coufitry news- 
papers, stating, that the University of Edin- 
burgh had passed a resolution, that they 
would not receive the U'eriiticates of the 
Medical i’rofessors of the University of 
London, bt'cauie it has not a Itoyal (,. barter, 
we have authority to slate, that the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh have not passed any such 
resolution. I he cenificales of the Profes- 
sors of the I’uivtrsity of London, will have 
equal consideration with those of any of the 
Lecturers at the London Hospitals, By the 
Statutu soietmia de Doctoratut in Mediciiui 
Gradu in ilcadeniifi VAinhiirjgena, no certi- 
ficates of attendance on Lectures arc re- 
ceived. unless these have been delivered 
in ta tniveriily which grants the Medical 
Degree, But these Stetutu have been io 
force many years. By tbe same 6’totu/fl, 
four years attendance upon the Lectures io 


the UniveniijS are necesstiry to qualify for 
examination ; but students from unr of the 
great London Hospitals are alloWea to gra- 
duate after three years of University study, 
and the some privilege will attach to tlie 
students of the University of London, We 
have authority for this statement, as far as 
the University of Edinburgh is concerned, 
and vve believe that tlie other Universiiiea 
of Scotland are equally incapable of so un- 
worthy a proceeding, us that of taking any 
step ill opp^tion to the University of Lon- 
doi|.” 

A first glance |yill convince the intelli- 
gent reader that this is a mere shuffle,— a 
despicable quibble,— -and is, in fact, any 
thing but a refutatipa of our former state- 
ment. We ftdd, that'* tbe certificates of 
the Londim Oniverii^ would not be re- 
ceived, for Uie by the Scotch Uni- 

versities." And what la tba answer! “ The 
certificates of the Pro^mn of the Ihmnity 
of Londan, will have equal conniderathiu with 
those of any of the iM'turers iil the IjO^ulen 
HospitaU r and further, “ students from any 
of the great London hospitals are allowed 
to graduate, after tbret yc*M of University 
(Edinburgh) study." We are also informed, 
tliat, •' by tbe Stail'ts, no certificates of 
attendance on lectures |re received, unless 
these have been delivered in an University 
wliich grants tbe rnedicaf degree'* Hence, 
as medical degrees aro granted at Dublin, 
Glasgow, Aberdeen, and .St. Andrew’s! 
certificates from these Universities are re- 
ceived, but not from the Umvirsitv of 
London, because it neither confers medical 
degrees, nor baa it that liii rary appendage— 
a royal charter. Besides, say the liberal 
.Scotchmen, our italuta “ have been in force 
many years * • • aud we are incapable of 
taking any step in opposition to tbe Univer- 
sity of London." 

If tbe Statqta have been in force many 
years, tbe more imperative is tbe demand 
for their revision. The London University 
was not estabiished when they were first 
framed, consequently it could not be re- 
cognised but surely it has a claim to equal 
privileges with those of 8i. Andiew’i and 
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Aberdeen! The Univexeity of Edinburgh of profits unjustly acquired^ and protect 
will take no step against that of London. Uiem from the superior advantages of tludv 
This may be, for, in her present posi- infant, yet powerful riral The Univir- 
Uott, she presses with all her might on the siiy of London is established on a solid 
infant institution, which might obtain free* foundation ; it has commenced under the 
dom from a single movement. best auspices, and will flourish, although 

The refusal of the certificates of the Lon- certificates of its Professors may not be 
don University by the Univeruitiesof Scot- as testimonials of qualification for 

land, discloses another of those anomalies in worthless Scotch dip^mas. 
the laws respecting medical education, which 

are gradually coming to Jightby the operation ' 

of the system. V irtually, the hew London 

School is an university ; legally, it seems, reason to believe that the 


it is not an university. It has, for instance, the intended King's College 

Professors of all the medical sciences taught abandoned their scheme of forming a 

in the chartered colleges} but it has no char* Medical School. This will be a filial Ww 
ter, and, consequently, its lectures, how- ^ sanguine hojies entertained by the 
ever excellent and instructive, cannot be medical geniuses of St. George’s Hoipital, 
received for the diploma by the schools of struggled, night and day. to get 

the North. The line of distinction attempt- building erected near that unpol- 


cd to he drawn and acted upon iu this 
case is most illiberal, mischievous, and ab- 
surd. While Professor I’atlison lectured on 
the bunks of the Clyde, the information 
which he communicated was deemed en in* i 
disjwusable sixth of the legitimate know- i 
ledge of a doctor j but it would appear, that I 
on the beaks of the Thames, be bts lost all 
power of communicating instruction, and 
that knowledge which he could once con- 
vey, is now reduced to a nullity in the col- 
lege calculations of his former associates in 
the University of Glasgow. We ate not, 
of course, 8urj)rised that the Edinburgh 
senate have refused to make any alteration 
iu iheir SlatuCa iu favour of the new iustitu* 
tiun, for in this decision they have only 
acted with their accustomed couiistency, iu 
protecting their own iatcreste in direct op- 
position to the best interests of mankind. 


luted fountain of “ Sound Chirurgical.” The 
eminent” put down his name for a good 
round sum, which secured him a teat in tbf 
Council } but. with that body, a hmi is demn- 
! ed of much greater consequence : heneo he 
I bus little or no influence. 


The Committee of Governors st St. 
Thomas’s Hospital have at length resolved, 
that a Surgeon and a Physician shall visit 
the patients in the wards daily. How many 
centuries had the Hospital existed before 
even this act of justice was conceded to the 
poor patieuU! We trust that the pupils 
will derive benefit from the arrangement ; 
they, for yeti's, have been paying heavijy 
for promised information, which was not 
communicated. 


Had they accepted the certificates of the 

London College, few, if any, English stu- 
dents would in future visit Scotland, and ^ vac* vcy has occurred, in the office of 
thus their certj/Scal# monopoly would, st least. to St, George’s Hospitil, in con- 

have been deatroysd. The forea’ght and 
ilUberality of the Scottish managers may, | 
for a while, secure to them a continuance 1 
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BK-PnODUCTlON OP THE LENS. 


j To the Editor of T ii r, L a ncet. 

CHARLES TUCKER, ESg. j time back, 6eeill^; in youp va- 

Dud, lately, at Alpbiiigtoii, near Exeter, iiuable Journal an account of Uk* re-pro- 
Cliarles Tricker, Est). staff*.surj;eon.--'nus ' ^luction of tiie crystalline lens, after be in;; 
gentleman liml collected a rich museum of j I was led to tvy the experiment, 

antiques; which, among other curiosities, Ih® result I now send you, and, should 
contained an ancient arrow-head, found byivou deem it worthy a place inTuBLAN- 
ItOrd Byron on the plains of Marathon, and I l'et, 1 should feel obliged by your in- 
by him presented to Mr. Tuc ker. He had i sertinK 

brought from Italy mm.y beautiful pieces of j August 18‘28, I extracted .the lens of 


sculpture of Cauovn's workiuansliiji. Of 
these, one w'as the Plateau, intended by 
Napoleon as a ]iresent to Maria Louisa. 
This consisted or« model of the Partlienon, 
cars of Hector and Acliilles, temples of 


a halj-grotia rabbit. On the L' lth of Septem- 
ber following, the animal was killed, and, 
occupying the position of tlie original lens, 
was found a bew' lens, of the ^eneml Jorn, 
but of a much tofter ci))ui$(c;ic£. it may' ho 
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Dr. President, in the Chair. 


Jupiter and Apollo, and rarioufi other ele- j Dght to state, the rabbit had the faculty of 
gant designs. Also, he had a most admira | ''isioit with the eye. 1 remain, yours, fitc. 
blc museum of wmx models, exhibiting a . Henrv Dav. 

great part of human anatomy, in a manner tlit Oct. I8>8. 

BO exquisitely perfect and beautiful, as to . . . 

delight tire scientific by their accuracy, and 
the artist by their perfection of execution. 

There were fancifully disposed in Mr. 

Tucker’s garden, valuable antique vases, 
and remains of exquisitely-wrought Sarco- 
phagi. The hope of one day seating liiniBeif! 

among these invaluable po.’ise.ssiotis, and <*»' oui.».n--Liui..RT\ oi rnr Mt-,Di- 

calling about Lira llie nieu of talent and of | ruEss-.Mn. amlmu uv’s comim ttp. 
taste to enjoy them with him, had formed! ' h'.acti re uf the nku or 

the polar star of his varied life. His scheme 1 'TMr THj<,»«»!>Nr. 
was, however, very imperiectly realized, | T»r Minutes of the two last meetings hav» 
owing to the miscalculations of a too san- |ing htemead 

guine mind ; but even after c urtailraenU he i The Puhodim said, that he did not con- 
possessed such an as.semblage of object*, | aider himself lakuig u part in the discus- 
calculated to feed the mind nrui excite the J sious of the .Society, thuug!i, at the com* 
imaginatiou, as tew, even of those who de- ]mena*ment of this evening's business, he 
light in such, are able to acquire. Those I felt himself imjieralively called upon to 
who knew' Mr. Tucker in jirivuie, have seen j rise to a point of order. Tiie -Society had 
a perfect example of w hut is graceful aud j met last week— n general meeting “ for 
gentlemanly in demeariour, and have felt receiving a report of the sUte of the, .So- 
wbat is the charra of *' }uT,?onaI converse /ciefy no report, liowever, was pfr« 
and wit." He was deep io information, j pared for the infoiniaiion of its niernherf., 
elegant and bold in taoey, fluent aud power- , ferics of hear, hear,) aud, therefore, he had 
ful ill fongujige: illustrating his nioRt origi. ^ been under tl;e lu’cenhity ofesiliog upon ti»tt 
nal ideas with stores of anecdotes, w loch, officers of the luMiiuliou, respet tiv^lv, to 
as they Were the produce of various Ian- ! state what they knew of ih.* Society affoirfi ; 
guage.H, ancient and «iodf,':ti, were almost anil this was not a report. A Veport. hr 
imrshauslihle. As a practitiouer, Mr. pi^sumid, was to he f.A«Kulertd som 
Tucker was minentW seienti^c ; a tho* delivered la the J^ociety in writiti-, deover. 
tough haler of humbug ami mere pteUnaion, ed lo ii in tl»e most aiibstantial foi m; uml 
and, as a necessary consequence, a ft tend he should have apprehemied, Uml ifamh a 
and admirer of u free imdical press, and of r^- port hml heeu, us it ougiit to have been, 
every thing liberal, talented, and useful. : duly made, it would have comprehended, 
M b}', it may be asked, stt much about Mr. firat, the speciiic accoutiis of llie treasurer, 
Tucker 1 Hud the inquirer known him, ; next the rommunichTiuiiB which tlic secre- 
bis (juery had heen,^ \\ liy ao little 1 If he tary for foreign correspondence miglit have 
was not eminent, lie deserved to be fio, had to bring hirward, and likewise whatever 
more than four* fifths of tlK).s(' KO esteemed ; the lihruriuu might have had to disclose, 
and it was to me quite iniulerubic, that one 'I'lu. repoi luoi having Ihhmi made, ho con- 
so gilted sliould die in tiuil aileuco which ci ived the purpose of the last meetiug hud 
befits the death of mediocrity. Ijiot been fulfilled, and it was for the mem* 

W. C. hers to act upon this suggestion, us they 

Xrondoii, Nor, 9lb, Hi;'};. should think right. (Appimjae.) 
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Mr. L^MBcnT ro.se and said, the welfare, 
and the very existence of the Society, in hU 
mind, depended so much on the right feel- 
ings oi' its lueiubers at large, that he had 
that evening— 

Mr. Fiei.d (the Registrar) interrupted, 
to inquire of Mr. Lambert, whether it was 
of the ordinary business of the Society he 
was about to speak I 

The PiuisiDi'NT. Sir, you are not the 
proper person to ask that question. 

The R EC. \ ST II A n . Sir, 1 ria« to order. 

The PufcsiDENT. Then, Sir, sit down to 
order, 

]\lr. LAMBKitT considered the objects of 
which he was about to speak, imjiortantly 
connected witli the interests of the Society. 
He. had thought that a fellow* of the Society 
had, wiu never he pleased, a right to speak 
on any subject connected with its welfarOi j 
if the Uegistrur, w'ho bad taken the liberty i 
of inteirupting iiim, trembled lest be was 
about to bring forward the subjoct of pub- 
li.diing the proceedings of the Society, he 
begged to inform him and tlic Society at 
once, tn the plain«*fil terms, that that was the 
iiiaiu to)uc ite meant to discuss. 

Ihe Ki (.ism All (interrupting again). 
Then you havt* no right to bring tiiut for- 
ward. ( (hies of, chair, ciuiir.) 

’I'he TitiMovNT (addressiug the Regis- 
trar;. Sir, 1 request iluii you will be 
sill lit. 1 shall read a law to the Society, 
comp(;lliug you to keo)( more in oxdett 
*' All Members hhall pay implicit obedience 
to ilie FrcMdent, in tiio execution of his 
oliice.’* (Hear, hear, bear.) 

l\lr. Lamhiiit. The book of law’s of the 
Society commenced by drc'.anng— '* The | 
pviucipal part of our knowledge must ever ? 
be deiivtd from comparing our own obser- ? 
viuious with those of otheis’/' and yet thert^ ! 
hud bet'u. as he iutd uudetstood, u hose at* 1 
tempi imuk: to prevent the uiftisiou of the 
oh; • rviitious miuie in this Society. If 
aiii h ail impres.s;nn w * nt fo;th to the public 
oi'tlie fetliugs of the Society, none could be 
more lotaltv destrucUve to its prosperity 
imd hr.ereijts , noi could it be tdigmatisicd 
wiib any rejiioacb loo great. (Hvar, b.ear.) 
He appeared that evening prejiari d to ad* 
voi'ute luid maintain the principle of tiie 
liberty of th(* medical pren#. liui for the 
publiention that bad already gone forth of 
the proceedings of the Society, the lusuTu- 
liou, in ail probability, would have long, 
ere notv, been wrapped in its shroud ; and it 
had jiuined him, iu no small degree, to find ’ 
that, at this period of the day, there should ■ 
have been this base attempt made to have | 
" bole and corner" work egtahlished Irilhin ; 
the walls of thatSoci(*ly. (Hear, hear.) Hud ; 
he dreamed of any such a wish ever hav- 
ing catered into the minds of its members, 
U« would have soorufuliy rejected the chu' 


racter of one of its fellows ; aor would ^ 
now continue to be associated with those 
who maintained such principles. The very 
atmosphere of a society so conducted would 
choke him, if he were to step within its 
threshold.— 

The Registrar again rose, and attempt- 
ed to interrupt. 

I'he President. Sir, I shall not hear 
you. 

The Registrar. J rise to order, 
j The President, iou have no right to 
make these interruptions. 

The Registrar. 'J’hen I call upon the 
Vice President, Dr, Williams, to say, 
whether it is not out of order, that such a 
statement as this should be made in tbe 
•Society. ( Hissing from various parts of the 
I room, and cries of chair, chair; shame, 

I shame !) 

The President. Mr. I.ambett, proceed, 
Sir, if you please. 

Mr, Lambert resumed. J f the Membera 
of the Society were to be hampered in this 
manner ; if they w'ere not to be permitted to 
bring forward whatever subject they pleased 
! before tbe Society, touching their interest 
as a bod}’, he would at once take upon him- 
self the responsibility of calling a general 
meeting, to inquire into the necessity of 
re-organising tbe Institution. He felt there 
' was a disposition, on the y<art of some of 
jibe Council, to act over the large body of 
1 members upon an aristocratic principle, but 
I which be never wrould submit to, for be ac- 
ikuow’ledged no aristocracy but an aris- 
I locracy of tab nt. Mr. VVukley, the Editor of 
'The Lancet, bod conuuissioned him to stato 
to the President and Society, that lie had uo 
inclination whatever to publish, nor w'ould 
he publish, a syllable of what transpired in 
tbe Society, unless it met wiiU the entire 
appr .baiion ot usinemhets. He, of course, 
(iiii not mean to be umierstood to say, that 
the Editor would pay the s'lighiesl i«‘ga:‘d 

■ to the objection t»f any two or ihu-e, or 
; half doren . uarrow-iuindcd members, if such 

could be found in the Society, lo tbe pnlv- 
hshiug of the reports, and who might well 

■ feel Bore on seeii;g their nonsense (Inughler) 
I exhibited in jirint ; but is the majority wish- 
;ed for publiciiYi the Ikiitor would coiitiaue 
j lo give tbe reports in the faithful and very 
' useful manner ho bad done ; and be (Mr. 
I Lambert) there and then demanded, on bo- 
liiulf of the Medical Press at large, tho 
^Society’s declaration of a perfect right to 
enter the room at any period tlie medical 
leporkr pleased. 

Tlie PuEMDEN t observed, that he had full 
power, if supported by five of the Alembers 
of the I’ouncil, to call a general meeting. 
Should Mr. Lambert request that ineoiiug 
to be called therefore, to hav® this subject 
:tahvu iutQ coasidmUon, oud should he bo 



&tif sapported, Be would eel) that foeeting 
forthwith. The circumstance, too, of gently 
men not being at liberty to introduce their 
friends at the last meeting, was one greatly 
to be deprecated, inoimucli as it was directly 
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ought to go before the Couhcil, and in ell 
probahility they would call a general meet- 
ing upon it ; but he really could not hnd 
there waa any aolid objection to the re- 
»w w ucp«cvni>ru, ; j porting, 

opposed to all existing law. The conduct of j ^ took the liberty of saving' 

that he thought tho eventug had been frit- 
tered away i« discussing that which was 
privatt, and in talking tmmnie, by wliich 
means be had lieen prevented bringing for- 
ward something Ktctuliuglif intensling. 

The PRestDtKT waa prepared to bear tea. 
timooy to the perfect accuracy with which 


the laat meeting was a sufficient reason for 
protracting the debate of this evening. 

Mi.Pnocron objected to the term Mr. 

Lambert had used,’ “ hole and corner.”— 

“ Hole and corner mef '' imported a /action 
-*-a party, and which was not to be found 
in that Society. His only ohjeciioa to pub* 
liahing the reports was, that thev had iKU, j , 
in all instances, ^een fairly reported. ( The i ‘b*’ liil bee# made in Tnc lANcrt 

speaker, however, on being pressed, tvasla"*! thought great credit was due to th« 

unable to bring forward a single instance of j bditor tor coming ftvrwsrd. tlmnigl, Mr. 

inaccuracy.] i Lambert, to make the kind and candid state- 

Dr. WiLUAMS, who fell second to he hud done, namely, that he was 

man in zeal for the honour and dignitr of! willif>g either to continue or disc^nitiimo. 
the Society, really believed thaithe notion ; tbe reports, just as the Nrciety pUami. 
of there being an objectitJn on the part of: Hp (the IVc-ident) thought he might now 
anyone individual member to the reports , ^'aWy <b'clare it to be the opinion of the 
being fairly pnbhsiied, waa a gratuitous as- ■ tv, tbai tlo re wtus no objection wl ut- 
sumptioo. If it was nu entire assumption, j ever existing to tlie system of reporting, 
the discussion of this eveKing bad been | nfr, Lamhuit said, he was sure bU 
iltogeiher premature, He strongly obiecied fri..,,,), Mr. Wakhn , would ho glad to hear, 
to the term « hole and corner,” ft* applica- loot only this declaration, hut that the 
ble to any part of the Society. ■ members had rcicrted any thing in the rlts. 

Mr, WALi t Rohsmcd. that the asaurap- ; racter of *' hoh'-and-conier-uien ' being 
tioQ WM net gratuidiKi, nor was it f on btied , applied to them. Mr. l{|etikoTn(.‘s ob'iciva. 
to Mr. Lambert. He mihesitatiogly de,. ’ tiopj, oulv dem'msttat-d to persons of ci,m. 
dared, that he had witnessed objectiotis 1 mon inidhgence, how he wa^ of 

made to the publication of the proceedtnga ; | the system of rei>oriing. or of tire manner 
SDdit waa due to (he Society, now that the I in which editors would couseut tn have 
subject was brought openly and fiiiiy before ■ their materials hroudu to tlu-m. The me 
it, for its members to come forward and j dical press had done more for this Son.*iy 
wipe off the reproacb. by sbowiiie, in the jthan any thing else possiblv could have 
most decided manner, that so far from iberc | done ; it bad ninth; it known 'far nnd wide j 
being an objeclicn to puldishing the re- 1 it 1,5,1 hmigbt a great number of members 
ports of its proceedings, if it were (a* he .’to if. and, without its ctmtinuing tn no- 
firmly believed ) put to the vole whether the I lipp proceedin'.'?, the mnionty .,f thoio 

members would have them published or not, I nipmUrt would almost entm-iv* abandno 
it would be carried by at least four to one 1 1 jt, and be himwdf would never set hi# foot 
(Cries of bear, hear. ) it# walls. 

Mr.SAt MON was an arlvocalc for the li-l i t ■ 

bmy„ltUnmf. If .diKovm.ot n.wl eencta!..! i .«• I,,,.,.,... hy 

pr«k.t.d itjelf 10 byi*" I 'I'W .I'o.ld U 

wfch U iho«M Wtl. tl,. eommurnsv .oi i ‘"-T, !*''*" ‘ 

hinuflf rnii-lil b, «baut thi v«y ! 'p rn'«f, 1« ll... nuu !..• on 

tauliins W .booWdnwonW h. to mJi i *»' ''•■>'““1. f •!;'»> fi-l >«»<■ 

it to this Society, if he b<‘liered the medical | ^ 

press would lay hold of it. 1 Mr. FiEin declared, he did not believe 

Mr. Hr, r,NK ARM K could not auppose there Uhere was any ohjectiou whatever to re* 
was an olijeciion on the part of the Society [ porting. 

to liio publicatioB of its proceedings, pro- Mr. VVAr.i.t,a obsmed, that ibis was in 
vided they were aocuritely made ; and he j direct contraiiicuon to what had been stated 
thought, not only as the only mode of seeur- j on a hnmer oc; osion. 
ing ibnt accuracy, and also as • ju#t retnu-i Mr. LAWSf nt felt astoriislied, that a «or* 
nerfttioo to the Kegistrar, h ought to be vani of the .Society should be permitted to 
appointed to famish liie report#, ao^ throogb | beard the fellows of the Ijisuiuiion at his 
Ivim alone should they be permitted to go ; pleasure ; if he coutioiied to do so, th# 
to the press. (Hissing, and cries of no, no.) jijiiestioa would he, w hether such terraat 

Mr.Tsirteio!# said, if the subject was to | ought to bo suffered to remtm ift effigy tmy 
be pioiecDted further, iu hi» opinion it j longer, (Hear, huar?) 
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inACTinE OF THE WrCKOF THETinCUBONE. 

Mr. Amrsbory produced tt p&tient^ to 
sliow ihiit an union of a fraclure of the neck 
of the thigh bone had been efected. in the 
iBtwt perfect manner, by hia mode of treat- 
ment. He could not state exacily, whether 
the fracture was within the capsule or not ; 
he was inclined to think it was. it w'as 
almost impossible to detect the slif'liiest' 
limp when the man w'alked. By the iinest 
measurement, howetcr, the limb could be 
found to be about a quartet of an ioeb 
shorter than the other. Mr. Ameshury 
consented that any m*?mber should be^Bi 
liberty to pul some quciUous to him, re- 
specting this case, at the next meeliifg, the 
Somety's time having been now exhausted. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 


f ASF or rutii.or.n ioN or imf rcAit n ba» k- 

\YAlinS,\V)fU II IIAt) KXI'^TFtt MS K MONTHS,! 

AMI j> svincii Tilt: fu oi f TtoN Was icF- 1 

mu-n. I 

Btsjawin WniTTFMHcncii, a stout mua- 1 
cuIhv man, whs ndmiued, under the care ofj 
Mr. Travers, on the lih of November, with! 
diiilocation oi the femur on the dorsum of 
the ilium. He staled, that on the dth of 
.lune last, a tree fell upon him, and he thus 
received a severe inju v, on account of 
wliicli In' sent for n praciuioner, who tailed | 
to discover any thing svjong about the hip. | 
However, at the cfnd of six weeks, he toldj 
tin* iur^/fitn that Im was cerlftrn the bone 
was disjiluced ; to whu h the replied, 1 

that if it weri? »o, it must remain, for it was ; 
ton lute to ultenipt reduction. At length he j 
was advised to go to tlie HospitaU after the | 
disiocutiou had existed five tnoiUhs. i 

When ndmittf^i, the charactfristic signs • 
of (iishx ntinn of the hip backw'ards were i 
found to he very distinct the limb was | 
about two inches and a half shorter than ' 
the opposite. Motwithstanding ihogreotj 
length of lime in which UmI! Inme had re- 
iijiuned dislocated, Mr. I rarer* determined 
on attempting reduction : and with this 
view-, on Friday last, the man was put on 
the table of the operating iheattf , having 
first been pul in the warm bath, and bled, 
Extension was made in a right line with the 
body, and a dose of solution of tartar emetic 
was giv(?n every ten minutea. After the 
extension had been kept up for about half 
an hour, blood was taken from tlo arm; 
and, afterwards, continuing the force ateo- 
dily for nearly the same length of timci the 
bone was at length reduced. 

The patient ^sed a restless night, and 


?15 

Suffered much pain, but we found, on 
visiting him at noon, that the bone waaiA 
dfd, and be had the power of rotating ilie 
foot outwards. But, wiien seen by Mr. 
Travers, in the afteinoon, the bone had be- 
come displaced — there was considerable 
shortening of the limb—ond, in sbotl, every 
symptom a« before reduction. 

It is intended to attempt reduction again, 
and then to place the iinib on a double in- 
eiined plane. 


GIY’S HOSPITAL. 


IllRTHt'CIBnE llERKrA, 

Sup/n>ied Cau if lUdueihfe Scr^ud liemief in 
itibich <As Taxis, WmilvUln^, Stmkingt 
ami Smoking, toere mphued uillimt feet* 

JsMFS PArt.soK, ffit. .30. admitted on Sa- 
turday evening, Nov. B, at seven o’clock, 
states that he has been the subject of liernia 
several years, that it occasionally descend- 
ed, and was always reduced w ith facility ; but 
when lifting deals, on Friday, the gut came 
down, and he was unable to return it. He 
uj>plied to a praciiUuner at Camberwell, 
who sent him some purgative medicine, 
whu-h he supposes were salts, mid which 
produced many fluid ev.uuations* Having 
much pain, and being unable to reduce the 
tumour, be applied to the Hospital. When 
admitted, there wna a large pyramidal 
swelling in the scrotum, very painful, and, 
ajiparently, containing a considerable quan- 
tity of fluid ; the dresser applied the taxis 
without ffl'ect; the assistant-surgeon was 
then sent for, anti he directed the man to be 
hied to t^axiv., aud put lu the bath, and 
twenty l«*eches to be applied to the abdo- 
men ; the inxis w as ugnin hud recourse to 
for a couaiderahle time, W'ithout being able 
to return the inieatine. Ice w'as directed to 
be applied to the scrotum. 

Mr. Key visited the patient at ten the 
lollowing morning, and the aweliing tvas cot 
diminished; it was very tense and painful; 
the abdomen very lender when pressed. 
I'he taxis was again used by Mr. Kc*y with- 
out benefit. On removing the bed-pan, 
there was a large watery evacuation, which 
Mr. Key said he supposed to have been de- 
rived from the small intestines, and produced 
by a saline purgative ; but v hetber above 
tbo seat of stricuire, or not, he w as unable 
to say. Ha^ directed the man to smoke 
some strong tobacco till sickness, and great 
relaxation were produced ; before he hud 
finished the second pipe, he experienced 
great nausea, and much fuintness ; tlu^ ab- 
dominal musclea were much ndaxed, sod 
Mr. Key again used nifutipulatioa for somo 
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iine, wiilioat effpct. He then ordered tiro 
gr&ins of CRlamel, and ten grains of coio- 
cynlh extr»:t ; and if it sliouid nut operate 
in on hour, to repeat the dose. 

On visiting liim at three o’clock with 
Mr. Key* we found him much easier ; he 
had had two rooiions, which the senior sur- 
geon said he had never seen wl»en strangu- 
lation existed ; he again apf-Ued the taxis 
without effect, and told the man if he were 
not much belter in three or four hours, he 
should advise the opcTatiou, to which the 
patient readily consented. 

At half past nine in the evening, he was 
much better ; the tougue was moist anti 
clean, and he said that ha feltas if aii passed 
from the tumour *to the groin with a gurg- 
ling soutid. ’1 lie tumour ami abdomen siSl 
tender to the tc/uc!i. He was directed to 
lake fire grains of calomel, and one grain 
and a half of opium. Twelve leeches to he 
applied to Uit* stzoium. 

10. Bowels not relieved ; slight tender- 
ness on pressure ; pulse flU. Ordered pur- 
gative pills. 

It. Quite free from pain; tongue clean ; 
bowels freely open ; pulse about 80, soft ; 
icarcely any lendemess ou pressiug the 
abdomen. 

XO Hill sit. 


Ofmatim, 

The incision through the integuments 
was made ill the usual manner, and the diSi* 
cull layers of fascia and cellular membrane 
were carefully divided, until, at length, the 
sac was reached. An opening was care- 
fully made, and it was found to be very 
much thickened, bearing no resemblance to 
i the peritoneum ; when freely laid ojxrn, the 
I only contents that could he discovered, were 
I Some flakes of adhesive matter. Then wvis 
j neie/rcr inreftinf tier emenlum. Mr. Key pro- 
\ nounced it to he a “ i tm' of suppuriiiiou of 
I the sac;“ but, on being tjnestioiuMl by a 
■ pupil where thepus W'as to be Hcen. he le- 
j marked that there wits no {lus, but only ad- 
! liesive matter* '1 he patient waii put to bed, 
j and live t;ruaia of calomel, wuh a gmiit and 
; a half of opium, given. H« labour'd under 
I great prog.tra(i<):« of .-(tren^ilh, after the 
I ration ; tiie piiUe vva» fet-hlo, and the extn*. 
inities cold. He vomited soon afu i ruking 
; the pills, but .shortly fell u4eep. ,Ai half 
|paj>t nine o’clock i» the eveinug, Mr. Key 
! viaited the } atieiif, luul daetteU the cii'ojiu-l 
(Hnn opium to be rcpeuied. riu* pulse was 
I still feebhtv 

j .\ov, 10. Says that he is much belter, 
I Pulse too, and <’ompre«#ihlc ; stepf soundly 
j 111 Uie night, and has bad two injections, 
but the bowels have not been relieved. The 


SuppMsd cf the abd.meu is lender on 

in uhdeh iin OpetaUon viu /iftfurmci', hut , flrderrd ti. tu’se two drachms of 

,mihn huum mr Onw,inm ica. 

Suppurulm" cj iht i>ac, u'itkmt '■ ^ Ifccl.w to 

( the abdomen. 

ill. There it still pain and leiiij'‘rtics« at 
Robert Me.sseiiger, 6% applied to the ! part of the nhaomeri ; il;.. pulw 

Hospital, Nov. 9, at liaif past two in the 'riic bowfls have been Irceiv moved 
afternoon. He ataieti that he had been the time*, 

aubjecl of hernia for fourteeu yean ; that it j 

occasionally descended, but was returned ! mmmmmmmmmmmmmmtmm 

with facilitv ; that, on Kndav ailernoon, he ■ 


accidentally struck against a post, when 
the prew nt sweliiag appeared. There was 
a firm, haid, and immrtveabte tumour, in the 
situation of in-^uiual hernia, and extending 
half way down the scrotum. He vomited on 
admission ; there was considerable tender- 
ness of the tumour, and likewise of the ab- 
domen, when pressed. He had ratlicr »n 
anxious countenance ; pui^ (juick and wiry ; 
did not couijdaiii of great pain, but said that 
he felt as if there wm* a band at the lower 
part of his body. 

Mr. Key viaited him about three o'clock, ' 
and applied the taxis for about tea minutes, 
withciit any eHVet on the tumour ; he then 
directed him to be put in tiie worm hai!i, 
and kept in for tw'eniy minutes ; when token 
out of Ibt; butb, he woii bled to sixieen 
ounces, and, on ibeling faint, the taxis was 
again uaed, but without any avail. Mr. 
Key now jirojiosed the operation, to which 
the man readily consented* 


IlOTKL DUX'. 

oj’tiunoK foii coMiKvn a ( star act in 
M>in tv i s. 

A girl, of about eight year* of age, of 
very iimit*d uiteUeclvnd tatuilies, imd a 
feeble constitution, being affected wiih < un- 
,;efiit«l eaiaraci m both eyea, was operated 
oil both eyes by depression, and the little 
, patient hud, for nearlv a iwelvcmimth, re- 
tovered the use of her eves, when llio 
leiiRps rose up, and again deprived her of 
vision. M. Dupuytren then tlcpreased the 
lens of the left eye, and the patient perfectly 
lecovered th« siglil of it ; Imt having, during 
her bliiirtfiess, continrled the habit of direct- 
ing the rye upwurds, or of keeping it in 
coniiaiit motion, vision was to indistinct 
^that she was unable to walk without 
; UAsistame, and could fiot even fix the 
j eye voiunlanly ou the object# which wete 
I 
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poiuted out to her. She gnduftUy learned 
to recognise objects ; it semed, liow- 
ever, that tlio muscles of the eye had be- 
come so accustomed to a Tscillatiug mo- 
tion^ that she was unable to look steadily, 
and in a certain direction, without consider- 
able efibrt ; she could very easily distin- 
guish colours, but it was only aher long 
practice that ehe could judge correctly of 
iiorrn and distance. The iiands were con- 
stantly slretciied out towards the objects 
she wished to see, as if to assist sight by 
toucli. When the patient had recovered 
the complete use of the left eye, M. Du 
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To tht Editor of The La ncet. 

have watched with oonsidersble 
interest the attempts you have made to rec- 
tify those errors and abuses in the medical 
profession, which, before your valuable 
hebdomadary tirst attracted the notice of 
its members, were sufi'ered to exist without 
public animadversion, though felt severely 
by all titose indiaiduais who possessed any 
desire to sustain the character for science 
which so invaluable a pursuit deserved, 
puvtreu performed the saroo operation succeeded to an extent '’vhich 

the nght oiu> ; very aoon after it. ^ readers could 

could see wuh the latter, hut the y have anticipated, from tlie apparent 

.lef ci in iu movemf-nts, and the same of those moat in leresied. 

Uirhculiv of tiring the nhjects, ocrjirred, soi apathy has been proved, bewever, 

U.al onivafur a coatii.ii.d ptactico it «“'*'• ™'y ™“5>B«ion ; Md 

,aina «pia) to lit. lafl cvf. AiwiI.t diffi- 1 “ »«» «» “ oppotiuaily oir.red ilaslf for 
ciiltv then uroae, wi, that of assficiating ' disptav of general fechng, such an 
the 'motions of both eves, which is of|«*PO*w« tricks and meann^ of 

much more importance m this case, than iu 

soumting, where one id' the two eve» is : ^hc tndiguatjon which was presumed not to 
often ill a state of comjjlete iiiactivily, from < H®’® 

amaurosis, ulcers, or spots on the comes,’ ‘»®«. wd ti»at opportunity was alone want- 
\c,. wiiile . iu the instance before u«. both , 

cviM arc cuuallv healthy, and thus mustj, J he service you have rendered to stu- 
necesfiarilv chusc a considerable confusion | universally acknowledged, 
in vision, us long m they are not brought loj®**'^ virulence ot some of your contem- 
coaverge.-i^i ( ind^ue: iporaries has shown how severely your fla- 

* gcllations have been Iclt. 

l>ui, Sir, all is not yet accomplished; and 
as you have begun the good wmrk, you must 
’ not dinch from compU'tmg it. 
j The system of electing instructors for 
; those young men who are to be sent forth 
into the world as possjcssiug '• sound chi- 
rurgical,” from among men whose only 
<]ualification ia that of having been appren- 
ticed to surgeons of u hns'idutt, must he era- 
dicated ; and I nt I-ani tr must not be used 
With a tiemulaus hand. 

The world must be shown that merit, not 


THE PHRENOI OGICAL SOCUrEY, 
Ab, 15, /iui'Aiug/jam 5tr«et, 5fra«d. 

(«OCi»TV MGHT8.) 


Nov. IT.— Dr. KllioUoa will present , 
froai the Phrenological Society of New 

\ ork. four CaHi*?,— one of n Captain of 

liiuuliiti, and three others, those of liis; interest, siitwiljgmde those in power hi tha 
!ut»n. — A Paper ujuni the same, by Dr, K, i choice of the leachfTS of those wlo) are to 
Dec. 1,— Ou the gradual dwelopmenr ;jucceed, and possiblv surpass them, 
of the N -rvou* System, from the /oophyle j Conviction must hv forced upon the minds 
up to .Muu, by Dr. Epps. ! of those electors, and of tlmse wlio put the 

Dec, t.j.— A Paper, by 31r. Crook, on (.h>ciive fiauchisc into their huuds, bv 
GiUmsui, the Murderer :--oue by Dr. EpP*v showing tiie culpability of ih-ir conduct'; 
on ( order. —and Joshua Slade, the Alur- ; a,4d(;>ji8f.safe by tar ibe best evideuco which 
derer of lim Uev. J. \^ atcrUouse. 1 can be addm ed for the purpose, 

- , I 1 will, therefore, give u case in point, 

. land you will take the aense of ih© public 

C)nwMl..m«. 

Koir. 10. — Dr. Moor.. ! .M ou. of the Urect »o>l most rf»p..t- 

Nov.'il, — Dr, Kpps on Morality, consi- able of the medical classes in the metropo- 
di,^rvd Phrenological ly. ills, not two miles from SmithhcUl, wc of 

Dec. H.— Dr. Wright, « jthedeinon8traiots,()uthei!f4tljiioat.,public- 

Dec. Mr. Mnughum on Uamlet. jly declared befoio a largo aaaeiublage of 
Ortivp of Comril. — Vi?»itor.s must be ad- j pupils, that “ he had no mathematical head,’* 
milted by peraonal iuiroduclion, or by and that he was “utterly uuacquaiuted 
ticket. I with the laws of optics," and presumed that 
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tlow whom lie eddrened were u " ig^no- proted to be nothing more than infiamma* 
rant of them ai himeelf.” tion of the hip-joint. 

This statement bjr a mao who is naturally Now, Sir, you ipuit hare obaerretl that 
regarded by hia auditors as an embryo hoa- the case I gate was one whicli 1 had only 
pital surgeon, Was made with tlie most un- ventured ii» supfune, and that too as occur- 
blusiiing usuraoce, and appeared to be ra- ring in any intimiary : I did not specify in 
ther a boait than an apology. what one, nor did Tsay if it had in reality 

Were a man of the most undoubted ge- taken place in any. What then, think you, 
nius and research to Imre made an odmiitwn, must hate been my surprise, on being told, 
t^lifying a tyihe of the indifference to any (only two days after Tub La ncbt had 
single subject, connected in the most re- reached Glasgow) that I was charged with 
mote degree with what he ought to be ac* hating acted contrary to the rules of llie 
quainted witlj. al! men of any proper feeling Royal Infirmary, in rsperttn;' t/ir ease A'« 
would have been shocked at his calluusneas, mrrse, and that myaxphUiun from the lu- 
gad would hare pitied the weakness which firmary had, by reasoft of this, been token 
could hare led him iat« isch a dilemma. into contemplation. 

But, Sir, what must be the natural effect On being told this terrible tale, it is 
of such a brag on tlmse to whom it was ex- ■ scarcely necessary to add that I was in no 
nibited? It must lead them to think that such j trifling degree entertained to find, that this 
subjects are worse than useless at aatudy vila and most unrardonuble of hlutui-rs, 
the attainment of them is only to be ) which I hadipnetly amused myself by su/i- 
had by throwing away time; nud that it a : to be made, (alike in auv place, and 

man din be made a surgeon to one of the i by any person ; had acluaily breii commit- 
chief hospitals in the world, without a 'ted in the Koval Infirmary of (ilasgow, to 
knowledge of the laws which govern a : the lastuur d.sgriicr and iiifamv of its !lo«- 
«6ience with which any man, who pretends ; pita! Surgery. And now iliat Ve arc dis- 
to a liberal education, ought to be ac*! cussing the merits of ilospitiil Surgeiv in 
quainted; they, in the confined sphere in general, 1 could, {were ii mU for rnkiTig up 
which they will probably move, from being i the a,.,hcs of the dead, and causing the 
excluded from the possibility of enjoying i wounded feelings of the living to bleed 
those honours to which the profession at anew,) tell you of icaifut and of fiiUil hc- 
large ought to hare ftccesa. will find such morrhages. of bafflv performed and de.Htruo 
attaintnenig useless and uupTofilabU*. The ; live operations, of the gmssfst of blumh rs, 
individual in question may try to hide and ot cuifscquent deaths ; I could, in hliort, 
ignorance and assumption by an affecta. ■ revcBl to you such tales of horror, nud of 
ttonof the manners of the chief lecturer mutder, and of blood, as should cooviuoo 
mthe hospital; Imt let him remember that both you and vour leaders, that, hu\vov<r, 
the rouginjess which is tolerated in a man : many may fall' a prey to the iushm‘.ss nf 
of undoubted ulent, when assumed by one suicide, or the hiojd ihirstitu Hs of the 
whom none of those whoAnow bun regard ; assasain, they are but few. when compiired 
as possessed of bis office by any other title i with the number of those who yeuilv full 
than that of the election of close-mimled J victims to the igoornnce and the f uridesH- 
bigou, only makes his want of education > nes», aud (Im balcherv, of hospital siu. 
the more cottspivunus. 'I'he hen’* skin did geons, 

»ot suffice to hide the ear* of lh« au. But to return from this digression. .'\s I 

I am, '>ir, 8®>d, but now, my expulsion from the Iiifir- 

1 our IDO.K obedient servant, mary was taken into contemplation ; and to 
E^nortft, elfc'ct this, it was of course necessary ihnt 
London, 5.^th Oct. 18d8. some cffiii* nt step should bo at ouce inken. 

A meeting of medical directors of the iu- 

slitution was, thfrefntt, immediately called, 

for ilie pur|M)st‘ of taking the matter into gc- 


GLASGOW I.VFIRM.AHV. i;;'™* io iTotiHI. v™ .itli 

I iht' names of those vv'ho composed this meet- 

. j iuir, and with the individual opinion:) deli - 

“Aw Tw Kmeapi rtf tdu Kairrapos icoi Tcvj vert-d on the weruion, would bo ultogether 
$(u> ra rov fftov/ I ,,s,.j|.Ag unnecejusary. Si.fiico it to »ay, 

Tfl the Editiir tf Tni: f, v mc »,t. 

Sib, — Y ou will no doubt remember, that 

in a Into Numher (Ihu ) of rvi:, Ls’k i.t, men, and tho.se who would tliitik it irnsou 
you were ro kind as to give place to a letter if they were called by am- other. It muat 
of mine, containing an account of a sup- not, however, be aupposed that this meet- 
poRcd cast* of dislocation, which, after a ing waa ealled by the imanittMius deiireof 
very free ifid repeated use of the pulleys, the Glasgow sorgeone. By so neiuait 


Dial in iJiia, as in mosl otiier meetings, 
I there were pregent both hlack nnd white, 
' those who rcallv deRcrrc the name of honest 
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Nor do 1 belietc it to bate been done by do, they trill fihd tliemaeltea miaertWy di§- 
the general wiali of the medical officers then appointed, as 1 hate already lived by far too 
officiating in the Infirmary. Even the wor* long, to be frightened either by the “ bfay- 
lliy Doctor himself, under whose care this ing of on aas,” or by the *' ^bbUng of i 
very dubious case was placed, and by whom fool.*’ 

the very judicious treatment which was em* John Couper, too, of whom 1 have above 
ployed was prescribed, did not appear in spoken, (as one of’ the visiting surgeons for 
the affair. No doubt he was at the bottom the coming winter,) has thought fit to give 
of it, and, perhaps, had a very active sliare, it as his very sage opinion, that ** we must 
through the medium of certain worthless take care not to have any literary dressers 
instruments, in giving still further puhlicity again.*’ Now, what (he man really 
to his own iguo.ance aud folly, in holding meant by this wise speech of, bis, is, per* 
up tiiose who were such fools as to engage baps, somewhat douhtful. There appears 
in the affair, to the just ridicule and con- to me, however, but one clear and obvious 
tempt of every sensible and refteciing man. consiriiclion of whi^h it admits ; viz., that 
Kut, to proceed, 'J'lie precious clmracters, coosoiosl of his owh ignArance and inability 
wlio ]»roposed, 1 might almost say imsisted todiscbdrge the duties of a hospital surgeon 
on, the assembiing of this uforeineutioiied as he ouglit to do, he is anxious not (0 have 
imeting, (in determined opporitiou to the any dressers under him, who being better 
jirudeni rvinonstrances of tlie genileman to inforciiedl tbaii himself, will be able to ex* 
whom they applied for lh(‘ jmrposo against pdsc his errors, and hold him up to deserved 
the proceeding,; were John Couper tod ridicule. Times are, in inith, coroe tO 
ILtbert Covi an, both of wliom are comO oa tomeUiifig, when, instead of electing the 
to day, iw surgeons for tlie eutning six most intelJigcnt and best educated among 
mouths. These precious wisfiicres, no s-tudeiits to till the situation of dressers, the 
doubt fluttered tlu mselvcs that they were furgeona arc compelled to search out for the 
about to accomplish great things by fbeir most igborart, in short, for absolute fools, 
activity and exertions, and made themselves (if they can he found,) to prevent the jmasi- 
preity sure of having me safely and snugly hiiity of publishing their owm shame and 
put Wav. In this, however, they were disgrace. O temporal O mores 1 1 1 It 
sorely disappoint fd ; for after having coolly 1 would, in my opinion, be raucli better for 
discussed the niaiter, it was decided that ! men of this kind, to keep out of our puhlid 
wetAinff rouhl he done to me, as 1 had only ! inslilutions altogether; and if they feel 
stated tli'>8i‘ tiling* which in feality | conscious of tlieir inability to cure the sick, 
true ; and consetprently, my expulsion was! why. for heaven's sake, lei them not come to 
emirely out of the (|nestK*n. 1 here was, to ' kill them. It ninv, however, he a* well for 
he sure, n something said abtviil the posai- i me to iufomi our infirmary surgeems, that it 
biiitv of ralhtig me up before the managers - is not the dressers alone whom they have to 
(it fVe- Infitjuary, atul giving me a reproof' f ! ' dreati, as I cun assure them, there are not a 
Dili fearing, I aujipose, that a simple re- ■ few among tht ir pupils, who never having 
proof would not very mutih avail, in reralh j filled, and never iiitE*nding to (ill, the very 
ing their apostate child, thi* proposition I hontnimble situation of dresser, know fully 
WHS also laid aside. TindiUg, then, that j well what is good, and what is had, surgery, 
llierc* was no chniu'c of getting me {uinished ■ and are erjualiy si.h ready as any ot ilie 
( fors-ioili D by these means, it was proposed ^ dressers to expose ignorance, whenever and 
to the surgeon, under whom T was dressing * wherever it shows itself. Hut it i« not 
nl the time, to dismisa me ; and it was even right in me, to encroach so much on the 
repicmited to him, that hg «» «;s»tnt j coluratisof yonr .fuuinal in speaking of siudi 

oj tint if, to take my situation from me, on a person. I wifi, therefrvrc, conclude this 
a(>couot of my unwarfaiitalilc* and iinjiistifi* ■ subject, by informing him, that after the very 
able conduct. In this attempt, however, ; g^eat interest wdiich he and Kuhert Cowan 
their very fhftntuMe labours proved abortive, j have lately thought fit to take in my con- 
For the Doctor, instead of view ing things cems, 1 elmli feel myaelf bound, in grati- 
in the same light with these genllemuuly tude for their kindness, to pay the most iin- 
and most lionourtible men, thought lit lo re- remitting and especial attention to all the 
fuse engaging in any measure of the kind, cases under their treatment, in order that 1 
and allowed me, quietly and uninterrupt- may have an opportunity of acquainting 
edly, to discharge tiie humble duties of my you and the public with their practice, who- 
office till the present day, when the term ther it he good, or whether it be had. 
of my dresaerahip expired. How far, then. It had Wen my iuteuliou to give a com- 
ibeir laboura have been crowned w ith sue* parative view of the surgical practice of Dr. 
cesa, they have a fair opportunity of Judg- MacUcUlan aud Dr. Auchindoaa, tlie two 
ing. And 1 have now only to Inform them, visiting surgeons in the Iniiniiary, during 
that if they hope to intimidatt me by any- the loat suminei months. As, however, I 
litMOig they may think fit either to «ay or to cannot think of insulting Dr. Auoluncloss by 
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comparing hU practice with that of Dx, 
Maelachlan, I forbear entering on the task. 

There have been, as you must be awurc, a 
few caeea, of a nature veiy nearly, if not 
quite, bordering on that which is disgrace- 
fui, communicated to ycu during this sum- 
mer, aa haritig occurred in our Infirmary. 

I will not (lest it should injure the feel- 
ings of any one) say under the care of vhkh 
ittrgwm all these cases were ; it is, however, 
but justice for me to state, that they were oli 
under the care of one, and Uiai oue teas wt 
Dr. Auchincloss. 

U would, perhaps, be altogether un- 
)>ardouabte, to was-te eilber time or paper, 
in giving any account of Dr. iiadach- 
lan*a attempt at clinical lectures. (K 
Dr. Auchincloss, however, we must speak 
in a laudatory strain. After a oontat^ of 
laboriotis aud increasing ejteilion for the 
good of his patients, aud the interest of 
his pupils, he has retired, for a wdiile, 
from the uctive duties of his office, equally 
esteemed and regretted by all those with 
whom he was in any way connected. His 
anaious and unreiuittiug utteution to all the 
patients under his care, the almost unvarying 
success of his practice, and his constant re- 
gard to the wauls and Cfmiforts of hia pa- 
tients, as well us llie insfru<:tion and ad- 
vancement of his pupils ; his obvious desire 
to be understood in all his varielies of tieat- 
ment ; his close and happy mode of investi- 
gating disease ; the value of his inductions, 
drawn from those iovegtigations ; tlie solid 
basis on which all be said, and all he did, 
were founded i the worth and frequency ofj 
bis clinical lemarks ; the soundness of judg- 
ment which was displayed in tlie Irt aum nl 
of every case under his cure ; and the equaily 
pleasing and instructive nature of his lec- 
tures have been .such as to gain fi*r liiiu 
alike the confidence and esteem, as well of 
his pupils as of hi.s patients, and to awaken 
the sincere regret of both, at being com- 
peiled to lose him. 

Tlius, Sir, do you ue how different may 
be ihe feelings entertained towards two iii- 
(Jividuals. filling exactly siniiinr puhlic situa- 
tions : the one shall be doubted, distrusted, 
and unheeded, on his departure ; while the 
other shall be esteemed, conlided in, and 
beloved by all who are connected with him, 
and his loss he geiieraliy Inmeuted. 
does merit always meet with its reward. 

I am, Sir, 

Ycu obedient servant, 

Tiio.uas Cauti n. 

2 1 , College Street, Glasgow, 

Nov, GUmi. 
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To Erfitor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — The following remarks on Pbre- 
nology, and more eapecially on the so-called 
organ and faculty of Fiimness, were written 
a short time since for a periodica! published, 
during a few weeks, in this town ; as, how- 
ever, your Journal has a very extensive cir- 
culation here, and indeed in all paru of the 
1 country, perhapa you will favour me by 
printing the subjoined in your columns. 
That you will do so I am induced to hope 
from Hie circumstance of your having al- 
ready, on several occasions, admitted into 
the pages of The Lancet observations both 
for and against the doctrine of phrenology. 

A. 

Birmingham, Oct. 1.?, 1828. 

” Phrenology is a new system of philo- 
sophy, foonded on (observation and induc- 
tion, aud on the invariable laws of nature.” 

Jj'J'Cfli'HElM. 

It there be one feature by which the 
literary aspect of the present age is charac- 
terised, it is the prevulenre of common 
sense, even in the liighesl departments of 
; reasoning and j)l)il(.'--ophy. i lie ingeiiiou.'i 
j theories, aud aniusin '4 liypoiliei-es, which 
i stimulated the talents, anci excited the lile- 
;rary rancour of our forefathers, are now 
i consigned to a well-merited oblivion; and 
’ we rtfleet, with a contempt only to he 
etjualUd by our imufierenci*, upon the dor- 
trines of the univeisalist.s and uoiniiKilists— . 
the immaterialisju of Berkeley— the pre- 
estahiished harmony of Leibnit/.— uiul ilie 
idealism of llumei an alchyrnist would he 
I in a lair way of becoming a ward of chan- 
cery; and, p©rhttj>«, thioeghoul the whole 
•of Europe , a single individual could not be 
I lound mad enough to expert, except in his 
dreams, that be might duscover the pluliMu- 
pher’s stone. But, as lliuugu to dim the 
iostreof our era of common sense, a set t has 
recently arisen, which, under the uppeilu- 
lum of '* the IMirenologisis,” is busily pro- 
pagating absurdities divided by the wise, 
but from their novelty, and the rcsoluto 
quackery by which tlicy fire accoinpiinicd, 
not ill-calculated to catch the ignoiunt and 
unwary. Firm the nature of this Journal, 
it will be impossibie to bring forward one 
lithe of iho objections which may be urgetl 
against phrenology ; but enough, and more 
than enough, it is hoped, will be exhibited 
to show the shallowness of the reasoning by 
which this doctrine is sopporled. 

Phrenology professes, by observation, to 
trace the connexion between certain alleged 
developments of the biain, aud certain men- 
tal einguotis aud impuUei, and iatoUeciual 
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operations. But if it be impossible. from! 
circumstance 8 of uncontrollable force, to! 
trace this connexion, an insurmountable dif* | 
ttculty presents itself at the very threshold ; 
and alihough we may persevere for ever in 
conjecture, we shall not approach one step 
nearer to the proof. 1’hat this difficulty 
does actually exist, a little consideration 
will sufficiently demonstrate.* 

It is surely an objection fatal to phreno^ 
logy, that any one of the various and blend* 
ed emotions by which the mind of man is 
liable to be agitated, may give rise to any 
conceivable action or tram actions.— 
Merely from nctii>us, therefore^ It is impos- 
sible for us to judge of tlie motives or emo- 
tions whence they may have sprung. The 
process of reasoning pursued by tiie phre- 
nologist, however, is founded upon a diffe- 
rent assumption. Taking it for granted tbnt 
his general doctrine is correct, and that tlie 
menial affections are indicated by certain 
elevations of the brain, he examines a head, 
and tiiids, or imagines, or pretends, that he 
finds, some particular and marked develop- 
ment ; hti then imikea a few superhcial in- 
quiries UR to the actions of the individttlds, 
and after assigning to tlieae actions the 
motives or cuiotioiis which he conceives 
moat plausible, he forthwith, with matchless 
impudence, or multliless credulity, dcU- 
neates ilieir immutable boundaries and loca- 
lities on the brain. How is it possible, as 
no one panicular action is sigsilftcant of any 
one ))articuli»r nuoiitm, for the phrenologitt 
to titlirrn, that whenever he finds a pnrticu* 
lar jlevidopme.u of more than ordinary mag- 
nituile, he also finds a particular possitm -n 
excess 1 The development, most certainly, 
ru«y be seen, (alihougU even here itiuiginu- 
tion is not witlnuit its us«L but the pas- 
sions, Knotted and ravelled together in in- 
extiicuble confusion, will for ever elude the 
must peneiruiing research. It is barely 
iliat by a very protracted observa- 
tion, we may I'uriu some loose conception of 
the chnriuUers of those with whom we are 
in thu habit of frequent intercourse, although, 
even under such cirvumstanc‘es,we find our* 

Ives liable to contiuuui nmtakea ; since 
We offend when we expect to jilease, we 
excite when we expect to damp, and ex- 
asperate when we expect to mollify. How 
wldnm, indeed, does it happen, that two 
persona can be found to agree as to the 
jharacter of the same individual. Phreno- 
*<^gyt however, is founded upan afar iufe- 
iior species of induction, upon the (ummun 
gossip of the day, upon the partial repie- 
Kenlatioiis of friends or enemies, or ujhmi a 
few insulated actions of public and hotortous 
characters, of conquerors and cul-ihtoais, 
Btatea nen and pick pockets, tdiiloaophers and 
quacks. 

'I’ho difficulty of analysing the compUcal* 
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ed erootidna of the human mind, and of de* 
veloping the particular liain of ideas wbieb 
leads to any given action, has long since 
been admitted, not only hy philosophers, 
hui by the great bulk of mankind^ God* 
win, ill hia Political Justice, BookvU, c. 4, 
exclaims, ** Who is it that, in hit sober 
reason, will pretend to assign the motive 
thatinfluenced me in any article of my con- 
duct 1 The attempt would be presumptuous 
and absurd, even though the individual who 
was to judge me, iftd made the longest ob- 
servation of my character, and been most 
intimately acquainted with the series of my 
actiona. How often does a man deceive 
himaell m the motii^ his conduct, and 
aante to one principle what in reality pro- 
ceeds fiom another. Can we expect that 
a mere apectator should form a judgment 
auffiomfitiy eonreet, when he who has all the 
sources orinfonuation in his hands is ne- 
vertheleaa mistaken ? Is it not to this hour 
a dispute among philosophers, whether I 
be capable of doing good to my neighbour 
for his own sake " It is also remarked bv 
Jeremy Bentham, io his Rationale of Judi- 
cial Evidence, Vol. i„ p. I'Jl, ’* Thai of the 
causes of mendacity and veracity, the list is 
the same as tliat of the causes of human 
action ; no action so good or so bad that it 
may not have had auy sort of motive for 
its cause.” 

In confirmation of the above ariewa, let us 
for an instant direct our attention to a few 
of those individuals wbo have made the 
greatest noise in the world, and we shall 
soon be ready to admit liow little we know 
of their real motives and cliaracters. Was 
Cromwell a hypocrite or an enthusiast? 
W as lie a patriot or a tyrant ? W as he 
pushed on by circiimstauces from one step 
to another, or did he, at a distance from his 
objects, coolly weave the subtle web of his 
policy ? Was he bloody • minded or humane ? 
Was he brave or cowardly ? Or, let us lake 
the cliaracler of his illustrious cotemporary, 
Hampden. Was this man actunted by a 
love of freedain and of his country, ot by 
the auUcnnvss of dUajipointed ambition I 
Had Hampden been in Staftbrd’s place, 
might not Hampden have become a courtier 
and a tyrant! May, hus nut Hume bten 
charged with illiberalily for expressing a 
doubt as to tlie pure ]>atriuti.sm of this mrn t 
Who, moreover, will pretend to futliorii the 
depths of snch a mind as that of Buona- 
parte ? Who will attempt to make the re- 
quisite alluwaticfs for impelling ciroum* 
itaucea, for the force of education, and the 
clmiacUr ond spirit of the times? W as it 
revenge or lear ilial prompted the nasarsi- 
naiion of the Due d*Knghien? 

Were men uciuated by simple uncom* 
pounded motives, the difficulty of discover- 
iog tlieae inouvea by aciioua would be al* 
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most ifisunooa&ti^lfi i bot how immeasur* ! 
ibly is the difficijfey inctewed, when, as is 
almost alwaya the case, owr eraoiious aze ! 
combined in an endlessly divmiiied wan- 
ner, and whilst each iu^redmut coromuui* 
catea td the mass a totally different charac- 
ter. The shallow phrenologist, pluming 
himself upon his pert pliilosophy, wowld not 
hesitate, most oracularly, to answer any of 
the above inierragatonesj hut surely ihej 
man of sense will pause J " Pools mh in, 
where angels fear lo 

There is, besides, anoUier circumstance 
which presents an insurmoun table obstacle 
to the discovery of original cupbilities, vis. 
the powerful influeitce educatioia^^t^ 
iug of ail the varied efsnts instruwt^tail in 
the formation of characier. According to 
the opinion ef Helvetius, and of many other 
Vrench philosophers of tlie last o«utu|yr, edu- 
cation was ali-powerfu!, and naturat dispo- 
sition nothing. Here, however, they car- 
ried a doctrine, w hsch is true in a general 
tteasuie, to the confines of falsehood. Dr. 
Thomas Jirown seizes on the correct me- 
dium, where he says, in his Lectures on the 
Philosophy (of the Human Mind, Vtrhii. p« 

“ The mere deierminalion of the mind, 
in early youth, to a particular profession or| 
speculative science, though it may hare | 
ariveu from accidental circumstances, or pa- 1 
rental perianaiou only, and not m thealigiit- j 
cat degree from any prefeience or impulse j 
of genius at the time, is sutlicient, by the ! 
elamenta which it cannot fail to mingle in I 
all our complex conceptions and desiies, to I 
impress for ever after the inwllectual cita- 1 
racter, and to bend n, perhapf, from that 
opposite directiou into which it would natu- { 


should obtrude thoroseire* more ifrikiBgly 
upon the eye titan the primitive one whence 
they epiiag. How is it posiihie, amidst 
such a confusiem of quahties and cmnlions, 
some roused into action and fostered by ctr- 
cufustancct, ard others existing in indige- 
nous vigour, to pursue the siricl iuductive 
method of reasouitii' ’ 

Adfnittlu;..s howiivcr, for the sake of at- 
gument, liiai it is possible by a close scru- 
tiny, to ascertain the secret springs of 
human conduct, it w-ill appear, on a refe- 
rence to the list of phrfUologK'id faculties, 
that, k the conduct of their ulutniatioitsi, 
the phrenologists themselves have fallen 
into the strangest blunders. I he mental 
apparatus with which they have turitished 
us, U evidiniUy the work of their owu 
bandi, and not that of the Siquemt' Creator 
of all things. Accordingly, we find that 
this apparatus is sometimes clumsy from lU 
excess; atothertimes, it is iuelficietil from 
iliscatittness. 1 p‘>n a certain part of t)m 
scull, according to the phrenologists, is si- 
tuated a particular developim nt, designated 
by them ihn organ {>!' Jimnm, niid, tu they 
i»||0iaifi| imiitativc of a l iirrespuading fu* 
cttily. Rot had the phr«molugisu, instead 
of their puo^c iriding with ealifiers and 
compasses, iikly attended to the workings 
of their own miiuls , nny, had they fairly 
followed out their own <!'*ctrine8 to ilieir 
legiUoittte axtenl, t!»ev niust have discover- 
ed, that such an ei'caK could not, by possi- 
bility, OxUtvand for tins plain re«»oM, Ui'ause 
the carr«/>,>«di«g (antitti tlu:/ dm uot atsi. 
Firmness of conduct (for it is nu (juality of 
tjjia mindji can arise from no other cause 
than tho excess of one passiun, or elass of 


rally have turned. How much of what is passions, ahave some other convicting jias- 
commonly called geniua, or at least how aioa, or class of pi»woi;». 'I hi- lirinesi of 
much of the ftecondxry direction of genius, all mea would coaiie<|ueiiily be he w ho hid 
which marks its varieties, and gives it a hut one |)«iisto& to gratify, siuce he would 
8l»ecific disliactive characier, depends on sternly persevere in his coiirsti without any 
accidents of the slightest kind, that modify meatai coofliet, or ctasiiing of enioiiuus. 
the general tendeiicjes of suggestion by the The most vacillaiingof ail indjviduaU would 
peculiar liveliness which ihi y give to certain be he whose emotion*, ou all occasions, 
trains of thought." That the character is were precisely balanced ; sucliao irMlivldual 
piowerfully intiuenci-d by education, the would, iodeea, be compleu ly disabled from 
most strenuous phrtuologisi will not deny, actiog at all. If a wan were auimuied, in 
Kveo admiiting, then, that bv some bohi and an equal degree, by the two passiuiia uf 
fuituuaie. conjecture, an advocate of ibis avarice and a lore of approbttton, hincou- 
new Tangled philosophy should liii upon the dua would Becessarily be highly vacillat- 
true character of one of the subjects of his iug; since, according to the opratiou of 
invesiigatiou, how is he to know what por* circumstaucei, now the one, and then the 
tion of the character springs from circum* other of these passion*, would gain a tem* 
stances, and wliat portion from natural sus- {Ktrary ascedenucy, and hit dearest friend 
cepttbiiity or caj-ahility ! It will not be would find it im{i»o*«ib)e to calculate with 
denied that vanity, or the love of approha- certainty upon hia actioni on any given oc- 
tion, for iiiftaBce, if forming the ground- casion. Hut if one of theie emotioni were 
Wtirk of a character, might, from the in- much atronger than the otlier, as theio 
fiuence of accidental circumstances, and by would then be no mental ttrugile , so the 
stimulating faculties otherwise not naiursDy individual would go straight forward to the 
powerful, produce a poet, a warrior, or a attainment of hia end, the gratification of 
stukiipii 10 that Ute engrafted qualitiei hi« itding paMioA. When Othello gifei 
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vent hit jealoua Uato of as be is 
lesuaioed by no feeling of love towards him, 
be eacluiius, with savage tirmiieM, Had 
he US niittuy lives a» lie has hairs, mv greut 
revenge hud stomach for them all, ' But 
when he meditates the murder of his be- 
loved wife, of her “ in whom he had gar- 
iu:rt d up Ids hopes,'* his soul is torn with 
coiidictiug emotious, and hoescluims, every 
word marking indecision, “ But then lagd, 
oil! lago, the pity of it, the pity of it, Ugo!; ’ 
And even when he at last destroys her, it is 
becuuiie his jealousy, a strange compound 
of various Muiple passions, triumphs over 
the strung buggeatiousof love I but still bis 
vacillation is apparent in every word and 
action. “ He would not scar that W'luter 
skin of hers than snow, and smooth as 
uiiiuurneiiial alabaster and be kisaed 
her, ere ha kiilod her, killing hinmelf to die 
uj>o« a kiss.” 

Krow the above observations, all oiipro* 
judiced mines, it is hoped, will be ready to l 
ivimit that the evidenco in favour of the 
jiliieiiological doctriues is, from the very 
nuiurc of things, depiutably lusullicient, and 
thul the lueuphysics of this WOutd^be 
science arc taken up oil tbe iAOst tuperfim^ 
examinatiou, and bare no referee to the 
principles of our common nalttre. 


CMMtAI. LLCn UES AT ST. ei^^>^OtGUMW’lL 

To Iht Editor of I'lii; La sent. 

Sill n (.)f all the vmrious modes of coovey- 
ing in format ion to the pupil, there it eer- 
taiuly jione winch ranks So di^fservetily high, 
ns that of giving clinical lectures ; this 
praciice has been partially adopted by Mr. 
Katie, at .St. Bart Uolomew's Hospital, but, 
J am SOI ry to inform you, not to the eijual 
occomtumiatioti of nil fhe classes, since the 
hour chosen on the Friday evening, is that on 
wliich the surgical iectorea have been deli- 
vered ill this school for the last three years : 
Mr. K. lias had this circumstance duly cx- 
plttined to him by one of my telluw pupils, 
ami was kind enough to give it considera- 
tion, but, tes staled iu one of his subseijiuem 
lectures, whthont any possible chance of re- 
moving the evil, from the fact of every 
other hour in the week being occupied. 

if IVlr. K. would eondvsfewd to consult 
some evening with the assembled pupil# on 
iliis subject, 1 think Uiere would not he 
much ditbculty iu lixing on some other hour, 
(juita as convenient to the differeut classes, 
and also to himself, as that ou which he 
now lectures.* 

TUsrs cannot be much harm in pro- 
posing for considevktioo, Monday or \ud- 


If the binU which Discipulut baa offered 
for the cousiderntion of Messrs. Vincent 
aud Lawrence should have the effect of 
extracting from them clinical lectures, 1 
trust tills will have the additional advan- 
tage of canaingthem to take into oobkidera- 
tiou, the convenience of all the classes, so 
Uiat if they are obliged to lose the valuabie 
lectures of Mr. Earle, they may not also 
lose those of Msisrs. Lawrence and Vincent. 

Hopiftg you wili give admission to this 
Utter, # 

1 remain, Sir, 

Vour obedient servant. 

An Ai.i>»n»GATS Smser PuMt. 
69, At^^rsgate Strict* * 
ifov. 5, iu2a. 


TUEFTS IN THR OlSSttmNfi- ROOM OT ST. 
SA Al’HOLOiiaw'a hospital! . 


I Toiht Editor o/ TtiB Lancet. 

I Sift|«r-] can no longer refrain from ex- 
posing, through the mediom of your spi- 
I ri ted Journal, the infamous and dishonest 
I practiees which are now become .so frequent 
! at this Hospital. Would yon believe, Sir, 

' that men aspiring to the appellation of gen- 
ItUmen, can so fat disgrace themselves, as 
I to rob their fellow atudents of dissecting 
I instruments, preparations, or whatever may 
I chance to lay iu their way ; such, however, 
is an every-day occurrence, notwithstanding 
the efforts of the OemunRUrator to discover 
liic thieves. An application of your useful 
iusiruineut will, however, 1 trust, induce 
those individuals to reform, especially if 
their names be made public, w hich will not 
! be so drdicult as they may imagine, as 
1 strong and well-founded suspicious are en- 
I tertnined. 

I Amidst the numerous abuses which you 
I have corrected, to the gicat and lasting 
I beneht of ll»e wliole profession, 1 trust 
j this will not be tiiought unworthy of your 
notice. 

1 have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Vour must obedient servant, 

A Stcoext. 

St. Banbolomew’’8 Hospital, 

Nov.B, KS;^0. 

[A Bme Street will, we fear, be 

i the only effVciuai remedy for the evils com- 
I plained of in the above letter. Communi- 
! cations of a aimilar nature have reached us 
from many of the pupils.— £i>. L.] 

neaday. from seven till eight, p. m.— T ues- 
day, Thursday, and Saturday, from aiz till 
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BIKMIKCHAM TOWS ISFIRMAllY. 

To ttu Editor e^'TiiE Lascet. 

SiR^_Knowing your readiness at all times 
to some forward on tiie behalf of the ag* 
grierfd medical pupil, and to eradicate, if 
possililiQ, the “ hole-and-corner ” workings 
which are too frequently found in public 
in stitutions, I trust you will, on this occaaon, 
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pages of your proiseworiby Journal, w’hich 
has doubtless tended grifetly towards bring- 
ing the profession to its present improved 
state, I need scarcely add, that a little of 
your antiphtogij^ic trmlinwit, would he of infi- 
nite service to the JBr0dii|htm Toil||, Infir- 
mary. You must first kBbw,Sir, we hkveaix 
sureeoiiaand a house apothecary, belonging 

to Utiainstitutioa. From the great number 

of patients admitted, it would prtWfi in ca- 1 'pav, Ksq. 

tensive field for the cultivation of pathology, q g' Camden, 

were it not for the secret manner iu which I Graham, l^sq 

the post-mortem exsnunations are con- 1 . Dewanap, Esq. 

ducted, arising, in some degree, fro® the j 

neglect of duty in the surgeons, but prirrci- j Jackson, Esq . Charles Sftr. 

pallv from the anxioCs jusibk ot thej jignes's 

HOVSE APOTHECARY lo gain jii|hrtta- 1 “ 

’ imn, or what is still more probable, (a8_I ; J'; ", ■ 

am creditably informed,) a series of “ awrbid 1 llgbElTEI) FOR REVIEW. 

spicimins.’^ I ought, however, to state, in | 

justice to Mr. Coe and Mr. Uaynliam, (two ^ practical Trcnii.'O’ on Earturition, com- 
of the surgeons,) that they ea^in© their ^ of the 

own patients in the presence of ; Preaatut and Puerpi rul States. Uv Sa- 

pupils, and 1 have occasionally witne^m, Surgeon. To whidi me 
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with a great deal of pleasure, the former 
invite many other pupils*, but the other 
surgeons, in gratitude to the house apotlie- 
cary for frequently attending to their out 
patients, allow him the sole privilege of ex- 
aroining their deceased, thus leaving it en- [ o| 

tirely at his option, whellur or not tlie 
pupiU shall be present, i would ask, Mr. 

Editor, are they present 1 No! for they 
are never informed at what hour the exa- 
minations will take plate. I he impro- 
priety of tliU proceeding must be ev ident, 
when it is known, that ibe pupils poy pre- 
miums considerably ^increased, from the 
expectation of deriving greater advan 
tages from this vnjuidjle institution 


mu«i 

ttdded. Two Fapeitt . tiie one on Abdonuuul 
Surgery, the (itiier on Transfunion ; pnv 
seutedby Dr. Blimdell, of Cuy’a Hospital, 
pp. 546. five, 'i hirtcen J’lates, EuwJon. 


I 

would earnestly Tecoromend tiic surgeons 
not 10 leave the poi-t- mortem examtnuUocs 
to the “ spK Huin’' collector, but conduct 
them them«t'!vi‘5, lu a inor*' liberal maoner, 
i, e., in tiie pfeseiiCt* of all the liifirmary 
pttpiU; and, ahovi* alt, not to toiget giving 
Ibeii) that nemsary information, which 
certainly they have n right to expect. At 
present, I »m ftorry to say, ■’Ndcfl'ft 
iorife though by early noticing this, 

you may, {lerhaps. cause that speedy relorm 
which is so ardently wished for by 

Your obedient servant, 

'AAitfiivifS. 

BirminghaiD» Nov. 10, t828« 
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A .Sysit-m of Human Aiiatoniy, translated 
from the fourth editioa of the 1 i>'nc.h 
IE i:iw|uet, ALD. i with NoU’ 8, and a cor- 
rected Nomectlature, by Robert Knox, 
MED. F.R.!;^. K., Lecturer on Anatomy, 
Edinburgh, pp- • dvo- Edinburgb. Mac- 
lachlan and Site a art. 

Falhologicaland Practical Reseftrebes on 
Diseases of the Stomach, the Intestinal La- 
nai, the Liver, and ullur Viscera of the 
Abtlomeri. Bv John Abercrombie, AE IE 
pp.:i%.»vo. Fkiinburgb. Waugh and )nrie«. 

The Midland Medicttl and Surgical He- 
porter, No. 2, for November. Worcester. 
Deitbion, 

Medical Botany, Nos. ond IM, for 
October and November. Plates. London, 
John Churciiill. 

A Supplement lo Myology , illnstrated by 
Coloured Plates, on a peculisr consUuo- 
tion i conloining tho Arteries, \ eios, Nerves, 

I the Abdowittal and I’boTacic V isa-ra. Brain, 
&c. &c. By E. W. Toson, Lecturer oa 
Anatomy, &c. London. Callow and VVtlton. 
[To be coatiiwed.] 
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hm cKf. V. 

Fomutiim, 

Ir wt* rxamiiie tho uterus of a rabbit im- 
n«M!iatt’ly after tlx* jtitjcoas of conception 
is roniplcteil,— ilial ih. at ibe ten4 ot the 
i'islit-aiitl-fortY bours, — we can acarteiy 
(list over there any traces of the rndimtmt*; 
hut if we wait tV*r u lew hours longer , and 
examine again, we shall then, according to 
ilaighlon, delect pmiiona of the rudiincDtal 
mailer lying on <!uj surface uf tire womb, 
and which, in their lomiher, are found ge- 
nerally to eorresjioml with the number of 
Ciriiahaii vesicles which have given way 
in the ovaries. I’anaing for t few hours 
longer, ond then, iit another rabbit, making 
further exuminniion,,we now p-^rceive lliat 
tbese little portion* of matter linve begun 
to model ibemselvea into aomelbing of an 
oviform sliape j eneli oviform molecule con- 
aisting of its two parts ; the one a mem- 
hrum, a little ie*u/e ; the other, the mure- 
ritit which this vesicle, or little rneinhrune, 

' contains, (leneruliou advancing, it u found, 
even from ohservntions iu ihc' Itumun ovum, 
that the contents of this delicate cyst are 
eeparaling tlo*niselve« into at least two 
parts more ; the onc! consisting of u lymphv 
water, which afterwards proves to he the 
liquor amnii, and which, at thus linie, i$ 
very small in quantity, ih»l exceeditig a few 
drops; the other coinposid of uu npaque 
corpusciilu not higger than u mustard seed, 
and which, hy means of a very slendei fila 
1 ; ment, afterwmds eoniitduting the chord, »» 
pot into Connection with the cyst which 
contain* it. Thus, then, it appeors, iliut 
jNo.273. 


very early ingestation within the first three 
or four weeks after intercourse, perhaps 
withiwl^f ifirst two, aU tbt essential jiartsof 
the osdin arc generated ; the embryo, the 
menihranes, the liquor amnii, and the chord. 

Cieneration proceeding, the diminutive 
corpuiCttjtei^ of which I w’as speaking, en- 
large* considerably in its dimeusion.s, and 
assumes a shaj>e not dissimilar to that of a 
fliecse- maggot. Tor it is remarkable, that, 
in Ibe first stage of our existence, we bear 
no little resenihlance to this contemptible 
grub. Leaving this image, however, to ad- 
Yince towards a likeness all -illustrious, in 
Ibe course of a few days, or, rather, of a 
few hours, afterwards, we begin to form 
the eyes. These organs, if 1 may judge from 
preparations, make lluir appeamice, late- 
rally, at the upper part of the most depend- 
ing jvorlion of the embryo, on either side, 
iu the form of light-brown sfKtcks ; and X 
suppose that, about the same time that the 
eyes are produced, the other internal parld, 
n» the brain, llie viscera of the thorax, and 
abdomen, are elaborated loo ; neither legs 
nor arms being, at this tune, iu-rceivahW, 
Formation still proceeding, the entire cor- 
pusculc of the embryo becomes separated 
into two parts— the head, I mean, and trunk, 
which are afterwards retained in connection 
with each other by means of a short and 
rather slender structure, which afterwurds 
composes llie neck,— that fair column, iha 
seat of dignity and grace, on which the hu- 
man head is erected. About this time it is. 
when the neck is forming, that the legs suid 
arms begin to make ilunr aiqu aranee in the. 
form of buds, which burge on from the 
trunk, and in the further progn*** of ge- 
neiation, these budding aims and logs 1k*- 
come elongated, and, no long time altet- 
wurvls. the tingtrs and toes sprout firtli, 
the embryo, soon after these small mem- 
bers are compleUd, becomiug Ihorougldy 
(‘iuborated and aecomplisbed in all its other 
parts. NVliile this formatiou of the embryo 
is proceeding, the involiura, of so much 
importance to our welfare while* iu the ute- 
rus, are becoming organiaed also ; and, by 
tlio time that the embryo is completely ela- 
borated, liie involucra will be iound to 
exist iu all their partVetion, and we have 

Q 
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the placenta, the tnemhrauea, the liquor i may he found ntnong us souls so petty, tU*' 
amuii, and the chord; pints which, as to; they iniglil scarcely destuve a lodj^mtiit 
ibcir essential structure are very eavly con - { fven in a corpuscuh- small as thine ' 


Rlrucleii, first needed (luting heial life, and, 
therefore, first formed. 


Cmaes of 'Monsfiwiti/.— In the process of 
I formation* it sonieiimes happens, that great 


This curious process of fortnation I will | blunders are committed, and these errors 
now endeavour to illustrate, by means of | and raorhul deviations give rise to wlial are 
some very valuable preparations ranged on I denominated inon»t(?rs. My monsters, as 
the table before you. And, first, 1 show j formerly observed to you, we umierstimd 
you a specimen of the human ovum, con- ‘nothing more than fa'tuse,® wliich devinie 
sistiug of a delicate membranous cyst. Ifj conspicuously from the ordinary make ; and 
you hold the prepurut^as so that the light 'the more immediate cause of this mon- 
may pass through its centre, you may per- j stroaity appears to he the morhid opera- 
ceive, in the middle of it, a little spot, not! tion of the /iwwm" /toucs, whatovor their 


so big as a mustard-seed ; a small dim speck 
of entity,— for sueh il man, when he makes 
his first appearance in the system of liviug 
beings. 

The next preparation which 1 show yon, 
oihibits the lord of lire world in form like a 
grab, divested of all those imposing insig- 
nia which mark the majesty of his station 


nature insy he. It has Ik-etr ofu u uskeiJ, 
and is still a question midt cided, whi lhcr 
the rffwgjnaliiiK uf the mother may have any 
influence in giving rise to those morbid for- 
mative operations on which the geiu ration 
of monstirfsity seems to depend— a (jucsiioa 
which ii not l<» he decided by retwon in- 
dependently of observations, as a simph‘ 


on the surface of this pUiu t. Who would I reflection may show : for, as we know imt 
have thought that under such a form | huk* rtspei'Ung tiie powers winch opeviUe, 
could be concealed, originally, those master* : w(* uunst necessarily know as Utile res}>erl- 
minds which afterwards exvit so powerful j i«g the powers l>y which this ojx ruli'iu muy 
on iofluence over the destinies of their fel- be influenced, in mutters of thin oloii uro 
low-creatures 1 — l*ulvi.s et umbra sumus. In ! and uncertain kind» lo ridicule without 
our first form we are worms; to the grave ;giv-i„g ourselves the trouble to examine, 
and the womb we must look, to see tire lit* i s(*emH lo me to be at once both jieluhint and 
tleness of man. 1 unphilosophicul. Kart s, nial not a prmn, 

Man here again appears before you, ofiieasonings, form the Imsis of tnodfru phi- 
hrger diraeusious and more perfect struc - 1 Uisophy ; that incnbaiuui should give rise 
ture, his foim still unaiglitly, aod remind- lo the formatlou of the ch.ck wiil»in the egg 
ing one of ilie kiudney bean— on cither side of Uhell— that the conjunciioii of the scxch 
the most depending portion. Those w'Uo are I should give the first impulse to the lonna- 
accustomed to examine preparatious of ihisjiiwu of the infant in the uicruii, must, iiide- 
kiod, may distinctly see the eyes manifest- 1 peodeatiy of obsorruliou, haw appeared 
ing theraseivea under the form of circular both absurd and incredible. In the com- 
sjioisof a brownish lint; nor is it, 1 think.IpoM of generation, noihing need surprijoj 
uareasoiiable lo suppose, ihak when thejua; it is the fairy latui of physiology ; und, 
eyes make their appearance, tlie viscera of jin the hands of divines, its woodei!* may 
the great cavities have been formed too, — -serve as a good preparative to dlucijiliue the 
the bruin, the lungs, the hc-arl, and die con- 1 ttiiod for the more ready belief of Ihoso 
tents of the abdomen. | miracles which iL is their oHice lo iuculcak. 

]‘he preparation which 1 here circulate is When first 1 act out on my physiological 
of an embryo, not much larger Uiau the pro- i career, 1 certainly 8(ji out with a strong 
ceding; its formation, however, is a little |im|>ressioi), that the fancy of the mother 
furtiier advanced, and the first appearances! could not operate in the tormaliou of her 
of the arms and may be seen, while | feetux • am 1 prepared lo concede, at 
the hands and the feet, it will be observed, | the present moment, that this impresaiou 
are beginning to form in the coniiguous ! was erroneous ; nevertheless 1 must, iu ■ 
I mhrvo, which stands by like a friend and | candour, admit that various fads haw been 
companion. [ brought before me, which do j»rove beyond 

The fingers ami toes are beginning to j doubt thus much, that there is sometiMies a 
show themstdves in the next embryo wiiicb j very sinking cvincitlfnt^ between impressions 
1 present to you ; and the one which follows ; made on the mind of the motlu r, and ap- 
is elaborately, and in perfection, formed in | pearatices w’litch man i feat themselves on the 
all its parts—head, hmhs, and trunk— so tiody of the furtus ; these coiiit idcncea being 
that, yuill as it is, we feid the operalitm jawflitkiulv frequent U» creuie a swri of sus- 
of the sociu! teeling, acknow ledge it lor our j piciou that they may be of the nature of 
fellow-creature, and tdmvt that it muy' [ cause and tfletl. It I press uiy finger upon 
with rfason be, in a ceruilu degree, }>ui| the box which wow lies before it, it moves, 


under the proteciioo of the laws.- -Hail son 
of man !— supporter of our species ! there 


but how do I know that this luoiioti may 
wot arise from some glher simultanemii ufi* 
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currcnrft distinct from t}jo pressure of my 
finger ? la truth, should this coincidence 
of preiisuie and nvotioii in this cast* he oh- 
served Imt once, were it not for analogical 
and uitfcrtaiii experience, 1 hljouhi have 
just cause to tloubt hut wlien I make this 
pressure repeatedly, under varying circum- 
etunce-i, and find invariuldy llrat inoliou en- 
sues, unless some tidid cause of obvious 
operation Ite inlerposetl to prevent it, I 
may reasonably infer that tlie coincidence 
of these two occurrences is of ttu- nature of 
caiisaiion ; and iji all cases of rarer occur- 
rence, I conceive, tlie mure frequent these 
coincidences, the stronger di>e8 the proof of; 
causation become, j 

It would lead to a i>>ng (lisquidllon, if l| 
were tv) bring before you all the dilVe rent 
f.u'ts w hiv h have been related to lue, and j 
whit li seem tv> show that tin* fancy of the j 
mother may have am < li t cl in the lormutioa | 
of the hetus ; hut Kunie of llie more strikijjg j 
t'iU ts, hy way of illusti ution, I may perhaps 1 
he pennilUii to addiuce. 1 myself once pre* 1 
sided at a labour where the child, afttT > 
hirih, was liiscovemi tvi lahouf utultT a do- 
ticieiu y of tlie t urtihi^e of the fibs, and 
upon tiie right side of the sternum near its! 
middle. In crmsequencc of thi« dcHeieucy j 
of the curtilage, there is in this cluld, now | 
li\itig, a HfiTf of diuijde, or iinjiression, which 
is very peculiar, and of which the mathcr 
travc nuf tlu* fullewing accouut. In the 
early da\s of In r pregnancy, the took one 
of In r ( iiiidren to Mr. 1 ruvers, an eminent 
surgeon well known to you all. it having 
ht en supposed that there was some fracture i 
or other of the collar hone, or the ribs! 
conliguaus ; and iMr, Tinveis exaiuiriing' 
the » !)ild with a good deal of efcre, chuuced 
to make a pressuri* on the ribs in fi'oiit, near 
the stcruuui ; the thumb bearing over this 
purl, while his lingers were placed behind 
on tlu) scapula, ami the rc.st of the hand lay 
jdm\ c th(* sliouider, the child being young 
and huudl ; »md, in doing this, he occasion ed 
witli the iliumh a cousidendde dimple or in- 
dentation. which, tt» the molber of great 
nervous irntability, told nie, ndVeted her 
Very much, and produced in her that cou- 
tractif.n of the skin, which is very signiii- 
eauily denomimitcd the goci««‘ tlesh. 'J'hi> 
little occurrence, liowevei, did not ulli- 
muiely make any v< ry strong impression on 
her mind, ilmugh she ihouglit of it oeciiSiou- 
ally during erstation ; hut when I saw the 
infuut afierwnrds, .slie tohi me the story 
wluch 1 liuve verv accurately related to you. 
A lady, whose nanui it would be imjtroper 
to meiitum, (though I had the statemei.t 
from one of our profesaion, her owuaou,) 
nt n period, as I was inlunued, not enrlicr 
llum the first two or three months of her 
iiregnaijcy, was very much alarmed hy n 
beggar who bud lust tlic buud aud lutvcr 


part of the arm, and who, to excite her 
commiseration, exhibited to view the mu- 
tilated member. Hy this shocking sight a 
strong^ imj‘ression was made upciit her 
unnd ; and sometime afterwards, in a ball- 
rotun, on seeing a gallunt officer who had 
left one of his arms in the field of buttle, 
this impiessiou was reru w-ed, not without 
a slight eiuotiou of horror, and the con- 
striclioii of tlie skin, and some few moutlia 
afterwards the chil^ was born with a coin- 
cident want of the arm. Now lliese cases 
are not soiirurv ; the .same tale has been 
often told, and the same concurrence has 
often b€!«u ohserved; and, to say the least 
of It, the coincidence Heservea attention, 
there vf&s a cluld (of which 1 have got a 
drawing,) lately horn at l*ly mouth, with 
cxcrcice^es pushing from the mouth, and 
wdiicb cerUinly r«*s< luhled a large bunch 
ofgrapcs, such as might appear io the mouth 
of a t hild, if it w tie endi avouring to de- 
vour, unbroken, the whole of a small hunch, 
there not bciug room sufiicient to admit the 
whole at once behind the teeth. Beforo 
she w- IIS aware of this faulty formation, the 
mother was closely questioaed by the ac- 
cotuheur; and she* certainly did stale dis- 
tinctiy enough, that in the early period of 
lier pregtiuucv, not, however, till near the 
fourth month, in passing along a street, 
she chanced to see a hay who had got a 
lutuch of grapes, wdiich ho was eating very 
greedily, as hoys will do, and that she had 
a very great desire to partake, Crowfing 
: from tlie region of the steiiiuin, too, ihera 
w as an excrescence which might remind one 
of the w’aiUe of the turkey-cock, an animal 
i by which she had been frightened a little 
[earlier in her pregnaiuy. The coincidence 
I Certainly merits notice. 1 o Mr. Haidy aud 
! Mr. Franklin Bellamy, 1 am unieiiied for 
this fact, of which a fuller account will be 
' fuund in the Medical and Thy sic al Journal 
■ ior July llik’i . 

For the preparation which 1 now' sliow 
! you. I am inOehted to Mr. Maurice Work- 
I man, of Ucadaig, and the following is iho 
j tale which is contiecled with it;— Anan- 
|{n ni lady, in Uis neighbourhood, who was, 

I 1 think, childless, (it is pleusaul to love 
I something. i among other pets of hex family, 
! had ft parrot, a cut, avul u love, of a lap-dog, 
! all cu- rivals for the first place iu ttiVection, 
and whoa^uud with each other no bi'tler 
' th.in the fair goddcssi s of Ida, what time 
they disputed f.ir the apjde of heauiv, and 
unveiled, in the presence of the 'Irojim 
shepherd, channs befon* unseen by mortal 
eyes. On some occasion or other, it seems, 
that lilt' cat was in an apartuieni, nud tliu 
; parrot and the dog being placed to Uie right 
nud left of the door way,— minuuil thea 
ifHcein (0 retreating from the chamber, near- 
ing the cage, perhaps to avoid her four** 
‘ Q 2 
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foot rival, was nlormed by the ferocious variously occupioil, paid no atteutlon to the 
scream of tiie parrot, and scampered otV in observations on whicli the discovery was to 
a great fright. Dates afterwards proved he grounded ; and others, us the discovery 
that she was in the lirstdays of her gesta- proceeded, claiaourcd, no doubt, agaiust tho 
tion, and she suhsequenlly produced a good absurdity and iinj'iety of ilie proposition, 
many kittens ; all of them were well formed, What ! a small body like the moon to act 
with the exception of this one, which has, as upon the huge mass of waters in the ocean ! 
we must allows a head in form very much re- Luuatic! What! llie great goddess of tho 
semhling that of the bird by whicii she was Kpbesiaiis — the celestial archeress, whose 
scared, Mr, Maurice Workman is my vou- gracious presence has been manifested to 
cher for these facts; in gjl tiiat is essenttal our heroes— whose miracles and (nacieshavo 
they are, on iny part, fairly staled. The astonished her votaries, and who even now 
heallliy formation of the other brtuses de- steals down to the rnybletioiis retreat of 
serves especial notice hut, say what we will, Eatrnos!— What f do you dare to assert that 
the coincidence is yell worili recording. this suhllmc being may, after all, he nothing 
Particular facts of this kind I forbear to more than a huge globe of matter, the seems 
multiply, though the task is easy, As these of tempest and vidcano ! Atheist! Such 
coincidences are occasional only, and perl aps I can easily believe might be the spirit which 
rsne ; of course they do not demonsUate ; nuimated the oppouems of these diicttines. 
causation ; but, if on a candid accumulation j Y et, in the midst of all these cointnotion.;, 
of facts, it ajipear that the coincidences be- 1 while puppies were bnrkiug, and men were 
tween the impressions on tlje mind of the i clamouring, the moon shorn— -the ocean 
mother and the body of the hetus are well ! roiled—the seasons changed — the earlli 
marked, and not unfreriueui, iheu, (o say the ■ teemed— the moh of all rutiks vunislu'd from 
least of them, they establish a very curious^ the scene, and. by its mere iiittiic^ic diirii- 
fact in animal gt'uerauoi), uml lireir general | bilily, without elVort, the trtilh prevaih-d at 
bearing is to show that the two occurrences ■ last. Our prepossessions are not the crite- 
are, in relation with each other, as cause ' r;ou of truth ; iuiprohahilily and incoropati- 
anddfect. I would that the attirmalive of bility may result, not from impossibility, 
this could be proved; we sliouhl then be iru but from our ignorance of the niiuisite ex- 
possession ofone of the principles of forma- ' planalory knowledge. All tlii.H is clear lu 
tion. Hut then it maybe asked, how' tan | speculation, but, somehow or other, it is 
these things be 1— and how, it might once to be forgotten in pruotice. Doubt— ob- 
liave been said, can it he that the moon : serve— infer— still doubt, and biing tiui 
should act on the waters] If, like many Urulh to the test of the most rigorous e.v- 
of our forefathers, we had no notion of the amiualiou. Truth never yet shuniied the 
bulk of our satellite ; if, like them too, we^li^bt; hour can she ] it i.s her element. — 
were iguoranl of t lie princi}>le of gravitation But to return from this digression; Pruy 
if we lifid no idea that matter was capable give to the profe.S'iion, with rigid accunu y 
of attracting matter, even at remoter and j and well atu-sud, facts rt lating to llns im- 
jiluiictarK distance-s, such an at tion, in such i porta nt subject. Always, where it can be 
a .stale of ignoriirice, mu.sl ajipear irtcr<’di- ; known, state the age oJ' the gestation, the 


ble, vet, when tnic(* the 
is commr.nicat^'d, the 


necessary knowledge 


iibscnec or jiresence of the feeling fd’ horror, 


niotnal attrai ton of an<l rufauenus roofilriction, nml emleuvour, 


the nvo masses of matter betomes, to a cer- 
tain extent, inte}lii;jb!e enoii;;!». Dbserve 
here tbf* })ro:;res.s ei tbi" wontierful disco- 
very, for U iiluislrateji ti.e progres.-i of all 
b'diiJ 5 >jnlosopiiY, i lie ti.t<‘d lelation be- 
tween Ibc lontfii arid the floods was tir*l sa- 
garmuslv ubservi d, and veiilied, ailowuticc 
bung mud*' fo- the irregularities which ari.se 
from aceideotal i ircumfjtaocc.s. '1 he proba- 
ble corii!exi(*n oi the two, in tlie way ol 
atid elT'Ct, was afterward.* inf rred 
from tlie loxitv of this rebuimj. At length 
the large mass ot the lunar body wa.s sug- 
gested and iicmon.*itrati(i, and the mutual 
oliraclioM of matter e. as r vioi Mi by f xpe.- 
rtmenls and ealculaliotiS addresaed lo the 
Kenses or reasuji ; and tiius tin- <!octritie, 
wbi( li at first niu.st have hcei; deemeti a wdd 
livjiolhcsiji, w.i* not only ju ived bat • om- 
prtiiendcd. .And vvliile all tins was doing, 
(K/ue, in the firai of the m'|tury bciug 


so fur ins may be, to verify uli by your own 
jicrsonal observation and inijuity of the wo- 
mau herself. Mousirosily mav occur iu 
; formation under the eggslit-ll, 1 beie sleiw 
i you u hjiev imeti of it. llosv cnti jumiIuI im- 
prcssiuii be supposed la operuW here ! 

Uuratmi n/' tke fvrmiive prwrif, 

\Vitl» respect lo tlu durntion of the for- 
maiive pract:..s,it is well worth your notice ; 
that ahlurngb it is not rlmrly tinrertiuned, 
tlier.* seefuK to be no doubt that it is m all 
ranes Rb ut. I be human fetus, of «ueb com* 
'plicated ()r;^aiii/.ation, tiffHK, to be e aboiated 
in the eourse of {iv*- or .six v\ l eksjid lurtbest ; 
and the greater part of its strut ture is, 
ni'i'.t j rabsiblv, perfected m a mni b shorter 
pi rind ; birds, many of them, form in tlm 
I course ,:,fa few days; the magpots of in- 
: Herts, in the course of a few hours. iher« 
(5 uothing in the whole lon&ativc proceif 
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wliicli aatontsliied me more tlian tlio amazing 
rapidity and amazing facility witli which it 
18 accomphslifcl ; it is wonderhil, indeed, to 
suppose tl)at the human slruclure should he 
formed at all in procreation ; but that all 
these delicate textures —that all this ela- 
borate and tinished structure of which our 
bodies are composed, should be fjrmed, if, 
indeed, they are really formed iii generation, 
in the cciinpass of bomo five or six w'eeks, 
ii almost beyond wonder. Now’, that the foe- 
tus is thus early perfected, in the first weeks 
ot generation I mean, must, 1 think, appear 
satisfactorily enough by ibo jireparations 
which I have sent you round. 1 know 
from my ow n ohservalions, made with tole- 
rahly accnvate data, lliat a fetus of three 
months, iudependently of its lower limbs, isi 
as loiig as nty loreliiiger ; and therefore it is 
not unreasonable to conclude, that a fcrtns 
which is not so big as the least joint of iny 
little finger, cannot exceed the age of live 
or six weeks. It was asserted by IHppo- 
eruifs, that the fonnatiou of boys is ac- 
comj.liahed in tbiity days, and that of girls 
in forty, an opinion of which 1 have met 
with some traces in the popular sayings of 
the North of England j but 1 forbear to 
intrude, by replacing them into the myste- 
ries of the Ilona Deu. The opinions of llip- 
)>oenites are, many of them, grouiuled on 
that fxpeniuenial observation wlucli forms 
the proper boilom oi humun knowledge; 
and, wiliiout giving to this notion more than 
a very “ academic faitli,” I think that it is 
grounded upon certain observations, of which 
the records are now lost. 

Of uud Kvilutim. — Hy physio- 

logists It baa often l>e«n disputed, whether: 
in generation there is real f irmalion, or 
w hether these structures are merely deve- 
loped in the process, the various organs, 
being already iu exisienco before concep-' 
lion is elTected, tlumgii concealed from ob- 
servation by their amallness, their irans- 
piuency, and their involuliv U in each other. 
Muiiy' pliysiologisls have luaiutaiiied, that 
in gem riiti'oi there is a r<?al orgiiiiisation, 
one pan heiiig Idruied successively upon 
ainnhi r, by u jirocess of ejugenesis, as it is 
called ; but Swammerdfini, llalhr, luid Spul- 
lan/aiii, se. ni to have maintained, that all 
living beings were furme*l in linie at the 
creiiiion, iind that they Were, merely cu- 
liirgrd and developed in gt'iieraii’Ui, but, 
being p»i8es»ed of organisation, before cun- 
ceptioii IS begun, those swarms of locusts, 
]»;>s8shie, us Wi-ll as in tuul, were nil, nc- 
cording to these ^pecuhlto^H, enclosed in 
the i»vuiy ol the first parei;! ; and of the 
shoals of fishes-— and of the tiighis ofbiids — 
U!id of the inonmeriihle multitudes possihie 
and actual, of which our rat e is composed, 
•—ail, nccoriting to this opumm, are coeval, 
luid old as ilic ct cation, though poasiug 


in different ages through the door of life. 
Make all allowance for the infinite divisibi- 
lity of matter— give, due weight to the re- 
collection, that the power of the Creator 
is boundless — remember the minuteness, 
scarcely conceivable, of the corpuscule of 
the aniraalculse — still, the more we reflect on 
this doctrine, (evolution, as it is called,) 
the more incredible it ajjpears. On a point 
like this, in the present slate of our know- 
ledge, with respect of facts, it is, perhayig, 
impossible that we should obtain an absolute 
conviction, yet 1 ^knowledge I feel, in iny 
own mind, a persuasion almost amouniing to 
conviction, that, in generation, there is a for- 
mation of parts W'hich had previously no 
existence, and that in this process we have 
not, as Sw'ammerdam and Haller and others 
have supposed, merely a development and 
enlargement of organs which existed before, 
but which, by causes already mentioned, 
were concealed from our sight. Of your 
structures and mine, it seems to rno not 
improbable that no parts existed some hiiu- 
dred yt ars ago ; nor does it, 1 own, appear 
to me impossible, that within that compass 
of time, all the parts of our body have been 
; completely and really organised. 

There is Tiolbing more certain, than that 
living parts do possess an organising power; 
whence that power arises, 1 do not jiretend 
to explain ; but its existence, like that of 
the. lunar influence on the ocean, is not the 
' less certain, because, in our ignorance, we 
; cannot tell in what it consists. Those who 
amuse themsehes with the gay and airy 
mythology of antiquity, must all have read 
the tide of the Tyrnman hydra ; in physiology 
this story is, in some nu asure, r(?Blised, and 
the stag renews its horns, and the lobster 
its claws ; the lizard ran reproduce its eye, 
and the snail its head, and this repealeillv ; 
or if the second head Vu- removed by a dex- 
terous bund, a third will sometimes sprout 
i up iu its place nor must we forget a fact, 

! on w hicli. iiow ever, 1 do not lay equal atress, 

■ I mean, that in the g< iuuatii*n of all insects, 

■ ilu; muggol is couveiled into the fiy. Now 
; in uli these cases, it is very evident that tho 

living body, from whatever cause, really 
! does possess a power of organising parts, 
which had no existence belore. 1 know, 
with respect to the builertiy and the cater- 
pillar. it has bet u urged by the. very libo- 
tious and able Swammerdam, that the parts 
of the butterfly are contained uuvlcr the skin 
of the cttteipillur, at least about that time, 
wlien it is about to become converted into 
chryaahs : hut setting aside for the present 
the proof of formative power taken from the 
trnns-formolion of insects, its existence is, I 
think, evident enough in the other cases 
W'hich have heeu stated, that of the snail 
especially ; fvir, 1 presume, no gemuoua 
aniagontsl will venture to maintftiu, witliout 
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proof, that a snail has a repository of heads 
to supply the place of those wliich may be 
removed by the physiologist. 

I'ho existeuce, then, of a forming power, 
seems, from these facts, to he suilicientlj 
obvious; nor is proof wanting to show, that 
this power is exerted in generation. Tor. 
not to weary you with the enumeration ot 
facts less decisive, the dog, as / /i<ur ken 
onsuret/, may prove prolific wiili the sow, the 
fox with the dog, and the horse with the ass. 
'i’he last fat i is arkuo\v>*dgcd and familiar, 
and the mule which results from these ion- 
nexioris, is on animal uf mixed structure. 
.N<wv, niiless we .suppose i ami how wildly) 
tlittt this liyhvid-ergauUatiou wua in exist- 
ence in the genitals, mule or female, before 
the gviuT.stive ijctions wore excited, we 
must, 1 think, pre.sume, ns Haller, indeed, 
has admi.led, that, in generation such a 
degree of iormlng power is exerted, that 
the structure, origimidy siin[-ie, is made I-, 
assume a double and mixed cbauctei- Kol- 
reuter, tmprt-gnating with the male of one 
species liiO ft-nisiie lU* another .species of the 
tc-hiicco, ^iblaijitd hybrids nmie and female, 
JUid ii;eu further, l y me'-ui of the same 
male, iraiireguattd n fcriiale hylujd. sons to 
oi'taiu otlicr iivbiids of b lit sexts. up- 
proximaiiug stsii more ucijrly t « the male 
stiuctuie, and at h-igth, hy rcp-cating las 
opefalions upon lbc,>c pnjKipIes, he j'ro' 
duced, at hist., iiybnds in structure so exatlly 
regembliiig the species of the male, that the 
hoi.anjst himself might scarcely discover the 
diil'erentf ; and tti» re seems to he hut little 
doubt, that the wlude proce.ss nuglil be re- 
versed, so as to bring dow n gradually the 
plant.s of the nude species to an exact con- 
formity with the make of the female. 

Here, then, U an exertion of the forming 
power, high and extensive, diflusing its in- 
huence over every part of the new siruc* 
ture — and what iiiore need be p.raved ? tor 
if we allow that ju iivin.; bodies a plasiit 
power is exerted, wh:tb may torm the horns, 
the claws, thr.' eyef;, nav. even laig'-r parts, 
as tiie bend it.*«-i:, ami this fepeaiedly ; nad 
if we sdlow liiat in generation thi* forniotion 
is reaily e.xerte<i on everv pari ol rdrurture, 
w by need we loot, furtbei !o umleniiand Imw 
ii is that new orgai»i!mtions are pfodijced’ 
Frustru per plura. Here you liave a |u>wer, 
whatever its nature, adt ipuiie for liiu pur- 
poses of formation ; for that which will 
prmlucf: the horns, the claws, the eyes, the 
head, may form also, no doubt, the oilur 
jmrts of the living iHstem; and in ttiule 
generation, you have a proof which comes 
up t /tt'ftrds demonstrution, that after the 
iiiiion oi the two parts of the go niials, tlui 
power is hrought into higi. and exterisive 
operation. 

As in tb« coiitemplalion of the divinity, 
however, so here, iht more Wii reflect 


the more our wonder increase*. And of 
all men, the minute nnalomist, widl ac- 
(|uninted with those delicate, eluhorate, 
and accomplished structures, of whlih ihn 
body is composed, must feel tlui greiitcst 
difficnlty in persuading himself, that they 
ore all’ really formed within the hndy of 
the female parent in the compfiss of a 
few vveeks. ]..et it he rt‘C(dh‘ct<'(l, how- 
ever, that tlie mystery may lie entirely in 
our ignorance, anil nut in il>e natiiie of ilte 
process itstdf. Heniemher, (hut the iieliou 
of the muon on t!ie ocean, so iiieotopiehen- 
silde to those who are nnln>trncled, inay, to 
those who possess even a niodernl*' .shaie of 
the necessary- exidaiiatory knowhaige. he 
made, wi many p-diil», iiitidligibie eueujh. 
Were you to leil a Havn..^e itiiit you muid 
navigate the air, that yon eould explode the 
hoini granite-- thai you could shut up the 
liglitn’og in a bottle — tual you » m d, in 
tweiitv-ibni heurs, multiply (opies of tins 
writing to tbo number ol tenor twenty tliou- 
sand, all alike in their eh«'aetei#,theii error. ^ 
and tiieir cxc'-llendes ; iflioweieii man of 
jdain sense, hi.s lirsi resouvee would lie to 
disbelieve you, or, if eoijuncf-d of yout ie« 
racitv. he wouhl then, mosi probably, at- 
tribute i<» vovi a .supcrliiuntui pooev.fui sueli 
miratle.s and prodigies must, in las iguo- 
ranee, appear to exceed i:.e ineitsoie of 
roortai powri--(-)t«r tii— tiie me v uno 
down among men. lloger Hacon w as a cojj- 
jurcr, Uolumbus was a divinity, ami j'Oor 
l)r, Taustus had sold liiinst If to the devil, 
if you will give cur to the savage ign oranct; 

’ of semi- bar barinus ; but let bim snspet.d bl* 
faith a luile, h i him leitrn as h<- muy, in 
; thf couriitj of a few hours, ihf general prin- 
leiplesand agents with whieli you operate, 
I and he iiuds, after all, that you are mueU 
, 8 uch a being o.s himself— the operaiimi was 
I wonderful and mysteriouf, aimjdy heciuisc 
;th« agents were nut known. And thus, 
after all, it may be, nay, it probably is, in 
generatmo. Simple in the no ans, magnifi- 
cent in the results, such is the < hmar i» rof 
those which We may ctdl fh'- giMiti r ojn r.i- 
afiems of tfie Author of Nature , ami I can 
eijNily persuade myself, iliiit this stojo-odoto! 
|opet»ili'm, this grand, this gloriouh a< liie\e- 
inu-nt of the living boily. by whub Ufation 
fiijoys, a* it were, a sempiternal youth, and 
riMis with rcuewi'd vigour under d* aili the 
destrycr, may, after all, ho simpb- .md of 
easy accomphshment and that our w'onder 
fill the luitur - at the procesH, hut 
rather on our iguoram c "f some few and 
simjde ruearH by which the greiil result is 
accnint-lisbed. 

That generaiiim really may not be us fre- 
quently represented.- ail operation essea- 
lialiy unintelligifde,— -i.«, } ihtnk, rendered 
less improbahle by vui ions coiiaideratiuri* ; 
for, 10 the hr^st place, grnersiion is on 
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which may be peiTormed by structures the 
most simple ; by the polypus and the ane- 
iiioiie, no less thau by the most complex 
structures of the creation ; a consideration 
which is surely' worth our reflection, tlmugh 
I certainly' should not think of laying on it 
iny principal stress. Again, let us relleci on 
the immcusurcablo abundance in which 
many living germs are generated. The hu- 
man species, it is true, is produced, as it 
were, painfully, and in small number ; but 
it is not so with many very' curious and 
complicated or{'ani7.ations. A sturgeon may, 
at a single spawning, ])Our forth above a mil- 
lion and a half of eggs. Dues this seem to 
indicate that pmierulion is u work oi effort 1 
I am informed, that the seeds of the fdix 
mny amount to many myriadain each flower. 
lJues this, again, seem to iodicute that for- 
jiiatiou is ii painful efloji? \V lien germs, 
Kuinuil and vegetable, are produced iu stich 
mnltitiiuioous and innumerehle abundance, 
that, were they to be perfected, air, earth, 
.sea could wot contain them, is it reason- 
able to conclude, that, in tiiii *yat«‘m of 
things, formation is complex and {lainful? 
When the world is choked with books, we 
may be pretty cerUun, that to form their 
chnracterK is easy ; and, seeing this innu- 
lu-'rable multitude ofgvrms we may, 1 think, 
safely rest assured, that, had theu- forma- 
tion hceu one of effort, their numlrer would 
have In-en diminished ; and, l>y means of 
parental instincts, and other means, greater 
security would have been obtained the 
perfecting those few germs which the living 
body had, with much labour, produced. 

There i» yet a third argument, which, I 
tliiuk, strengthens my ibesia, the simpli- 
city and ease of generation j aud that is 
tiiken from the great repidde with which the 
living structures are formed. 1'lie hiioisn 
structure itself, |)erha}>s, of ail others, the 
moat elaborate in at! its esseniiale, is per- 
f.'cied iu the hiiif space of a few weeks. 
Of bird* there are many; and 1 may gtee 
the common icu l, aa an tnsUxue of which, 
the principal structures become orgauixed 
iu ilu- cumpatss of a few days. .\ml, as to 
the eg;is laid by' in«eet«, sis, for instance, 
the common large blue fly, 1 buve myself 
known them to become living in the course 
of a few hours afterwards ; so that, without 
rising liiglu r into the regions of airy and 
giddy HpecuUtion, when 1 reflect on the 
fiiuiplicity' of R(>me of those structures by 
which generation h accomplislied ; when 1 
consider iu what ahundanco Natnre, in 
some genera of living structures, is produc- 
ing the buds and the seeda ; when, lastly, 1 
recollect how rapidly, iu the most compli- 
cated nud perfect uimnals, the structures 
that compose them nve formetl aud deve- 
loped, -I cannot help persuading tnyselt 
Uiat, in guaeroiiou, the process is not really 


difficult ; but that, like the marvels of ty- 
pography, of electricity, of aerial naviga- 
tion, and the explosive powders, it depends 
upon some simple jtrinciples, whicii the hu- 
man mind may, perhaps, hereafter compr<- 
hend. We have iraiialed many other of 
the natural operations, may w'e then hope 
to imitate Ibis, even iu the humblest man- 
ner? liutl forbear, lest you should take it 
into your heads that I expect to realise the 
extravagant fiction of the novelist, aud to 
bring trom the. stage Frankenftein, to act his 
part in the .sr^mes df real life. 

Here is a specimen of the twin monster. 

Here is a monstrous cliick, the rather in- 
teresting, because it is formed under the 
egg-slicll. 

Here is a monster of very rare occur- 
rence. We meet, in life, w-itb many who 
are pig-iiended, though with few that arc 
formed with the head like that of a pig ; yet 
a snectmen of this I here show you. 

From these prejmralions, it would seem 
that monstrosity is early formation ; ns, 
indeed vve sliould expect it to be, tliat is, 
before ‘epigenesis ; in other words, the for- 
mative proce.S8 is completed, 'riiis consi- 
deration renders the reported effects of 
mental impressions less credible ; it is, in- 
deed, difficult to conceive of their ojKra- 
tion, after the formation has once been per- 
fected ; and yet, I think, the impressions 
have ^en made on the mind later, after 
formation must bo supjvised to have bee.u 
effected, in most recorded cases of ibis 
kind. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


OF TJir. spleen, 

Dowts. Ron NNii, was, in con- 

sequence nf ague, affected with a swelling 
in ibc left bypochomlrium, whit h, after over 
exertion, .and several excesses iu diet, con- 
.sideraWy' increased in size, and became very 
painfttU Hr.tilionua, of Tarent, whom ibo 
patient consnlted , found a well-maTked case 
of splenitis, for which he employed largo 
hleeding, leeches, purgatives, and tarta- 
rised antimony. In spile of these means, 
the tension and tenderness angraeiiled ; hec- 
tic fever, with nncturnal sweats, came on ; 
the patient was very often taken wdth shiver- 
ing, followed by burning heat, Ac. l udor 
these symptoms the swelling, which Imd 
hitherto been Teniarkahly hard, began to 
soAeii, especially at its low'or part; tlie pain 
also soraewbul subsided, and all tbe symp- 
toias seemed to indieatv that the iuflomma- 



BLEEDING FROM LEECH.BlTFi.-TRANSFVSION. 


tc»ry tumour wna passing into suppurotiou. 
Kmollitul poultices were now used, and 
fluctuation having been disliuclly iVlt, the 
tumour was opoufd l>y a tiocar, uud three 
pints of a voiy tVrtid, ihicl, duU-white pus 
having been evacuated, it collapsed, und the 
wound having been kept open for a shotl 
time, the patient perfectly recovered.— 0<>> 
wnotme di jS'npoli. 

WETHOD or AH«t STINO THE HLEEDINC FBOM 
LEEfli-lfTI.". 

It is well known tiiat sometimes, espe* 
cinlly in very young children uul persons 
of scorbutic habit, nil the means recom- 
lueiuled to check' the hauiorrhage from 
leech-biles, ns cold \vater, Hoar, alum, caus- 
tics, and pressure, prove so entirely useless, 
that actual enuterv luul ligature must at last 
be resorted to. M. Kidalfo, of liCghorn. re- 
commends a new method . which he has 
found as safe as it is airanle. It consists in 
applying a cuj*|)ing*glass to the wound, 
when u coa:ulum is almost immediately 
formed, and the bleeding arresltd, 'Ibis 
elbet is very (juickly produced, and ha.i 
been found to take place even in children, 
ami ia persons where the mass of the bluCHl 
appears to be in a state of diasoluiiou, ami 
without any tendenev to co 'gulation. The 
instrument ihkv safety be removed witliin a 
few- minutes, but tt is prudent to let Uie 
conguium Temain f r some time.— Kc/)e* (iJrw 
di A/nfic. and <ii f 'hinifg. di Turiiu). 


1 HANSI tMDN. 

Dr. DietTenbiich, of Berli’c, has lately em- 

} >loy« d trunsfu-sion in u case of hydrojihobia. 
Hit witliout any upjiarent effect. 1 lie pa- 
tient w as a mid lle-.tged roan, who had been 
bitten four weeks before he wos seen bv 
Dr. D. ; at this time lie was tranquil, and 
fully conscious of Ids state, but the eyes had 
a sornewiiat wild expression ; the pupils 
were ddated ; the pulse 9;:, slow cud in- , 
lermitting, w ith two iiuitk pulsations, full | 
and sharp ; iie had burning thirst, but so 
violent a dread of water iloit t he least attempt 
to drink caused convulsions. lie had uikeu an 
fciuetic, and afuiwards calomel with India- j 
tloMoa ; but llitiu* means ha\ iiig no tdmcl, and j 
his slate tiecoming worse, transfusom wiui 
re.soIve<i upon. .After a bleeding of if4 


day no change had taken place, only the 
: dread of water had again diminished ; some 
ounces of the decoct, senistte were injected 
into the stomacli. He was bled to thirty- 
I two ounces, alter which twelve ounces were 
j slowly transfused, but without any effect. 
On the following day the patient iind con- 
siderably changed ; ibe face was pale, the 
eyes glussy, and the dread of water so vio- 
lent, that he was taken with Rhivering only 
i at the sight of it. In the afternoon, after j 
a bleeding of six ounces, live ounces of blood ' 
were again injected ; immediately after the 
operation the patient drank some water, but 
died an hour afterwards, in convulsions. 

The same aullior relates the following 
case A female died duriii ' delivery, imd 
; the child was extracted by the {,’n-.sarian 
section ; it w as in a state of asphy xia and 
bleeding; the worm balli and fiiclions failed 
in recovering it. Two ounces of blond hav- 
ing been injeited into the. umhilieal vein, 
i some movements in the face weie vnoble, 
but life was not restored. 

Dr. DteftVnbuch has made many experi- 
ments relative to transfusion. If an animal 
j were brought into a state ofasjdiyxia by cojd- 
j ous. bleeding it was not unfrequently l e.r.iored 
; to life by transfusiuu fr in an uiumul of the 
■same speiies ; in most instances, h nvever, 
it died iuslanlly, or very soon after the ope- 
j ration. Death always ensued when, dur- 
■ing the asyphysia, a coiiBidenble (juautity 
j of blood from an animal of another species 
.was injected, even though Uie 'pianlity of 
j blood injected was very small, a» was 
' rally I he case in these cxperimeutR, Some 
i aniinaU appeared to be more easily aflVcled 
I by a different blood than others ; cats and 
I dags, for instunce, more than atieep. Cohl- 
; blooded animals almost nlways died after 
• the injection of the serum of bloml from 
! warm- blooded animals. Bird* seemed to be 
unabD to bear even the smallest i|UAntity 
of blotwi from a (juadruped ; they died ki- 
stantaoeously, imd under the most violent 
contulaioos.— Rfftertonum. 
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omu.es, 19 ounces of blood wore, at two 
ilifferfeut periods, injected. At each injec- 
tion ll*e pulfic rose and heesiru* regular, and 
after Rome time the dread of fluius seemed 


fusi isortSHiNt. ciun acti rttsi if s nt ru VFv 
MEASf.}.S ANU SrAin.ATlNA, AND laKAI- 


to diruiiiisl) ; in order to (jtiench tlm vio- 

lent thirst, a few ounces of water were in- Tin. niinut-'S of the inr eling were read, 
jected into the stoiuacli. In the evening Mr. Don iiir read a puper Uj»on the auh- 
the patient had had aome shivering, and J( ct of meuslea and s( arlatins, the object of 
was teveriah ; the pupils remained dilated, which was to have elicited from the Sntdety, 
even m the atro&gcit light. Ou the next j the beat characterUtici by wltich the two 
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(lisenses might be distinguiehed, tliat the eased state of the throat. He wished ta 
iiiRTiy tatal errors which hod been commit* know from J}r. Copland, how it was that 
ted, from the one having been misij;akeii for the four mo6t vioienl poisons so often found 
the other, might not be repeated, nnd to havf m ibe human system, always attacked the 
tlu* best plan of tteatmeut laid down. Hr throat, — namely, that of lues, smallpox, 
had, in the course of his practice, (having scarlatina, and measles 1 


treated, and seen treated, huudmls of caiesl 
of these diseases,) wilueshed innumerable | 
fatal errors from this caune. As far as he 
8|>oke of tlu* treatment, he recommended 
one, called the antiphloGOSTic ! (Laughter.) 
'I'liis word having been repeated several 
times by tbe author, created considerable 
Qinusemetil throughout the Society. 

Dr. SoMrnvii.i.E w'ouhl havo been glad 
to know wltether the author, in his very 
exunsive practice, had given his atten- 
tion to tlio uppliculi(m of cold lotions in 
scarlatina, and, if l»e bail, what the efi’eef 
was ; also, what w-js ilu) greatest diminu- 
tion of temperature he hud seen follow the 
]ii;u'tice. Ibe Doctor had observed it fol- 
low almost to a frightful extent. 

Dr. Mn looked ujwn the eruptions 

on the skin us highly important, us well a.s 
tin* condition of the tongue, in forming a 
correct dingnobis iti these maladies. In 
scarlalitui, the eruption appeared usually on 
the second or tlurd day, (inri, in measles, 
never till the fourth or lifili. i'he eruption, 
in measles, was genernily pajullary, and 
horse shoe shaped, — never inuny of tlie 
erujitions ruwmng into ou« another in clus- 
ters, — whi'h is tin* case in scarlatina,, 
In rneaslv-H, the tetnperature of the body' 
ro***' higlier tliiin in any other tondtlion,— i 
much more so than in scarlutinn. He was 
nv erse to blistering, and agreed with the 
antiphlogistic plan. \ 

Dr. Gukiouy obsei^'ed, that scarlalinu 
flometiraes preceded, sometimes followed,; 
and sometimes accotupanied, smalipox. Thel 
]»roft*«siun had been informed by I'D. Anion, * 
that there was » connection, or sympathy,' 
between erysipelas, on the exteuial parts off 
the body, uiul the throat, w’itli which he 
cordially agreed ; and he believed that *cw- 
laiina hud its rudimental seat in the throat, 
mul that the atVeciion of the skin was merely 
0 symptom, or conseijutuice, of the diseased j 
eonthtion of the throat. Henre tl>e dropsy 
that fr*‘i|ueiilly followed this di.sease, hut did 
not follow nieiisies, where the c!' ption oJ 
the skin was much more irritating. The 
niiasarcn, he believed, arose from an in- 
creased action, and over-irntable condition, 
of the vessels, than which no condition of 
diopsy was more umler the rontroul of me- 
dicine ; for, in by far tlu* greater uimber of | 
cases, patit nts recovered. From this he 
concluded, there was no ronnnctioii bet ween ! 
ndisenaed stute tif the skin and dropsy, but; 
tiiat tho Utter was couuetted with a dis- 


Dr. Copland could not think Dr. Gre- 
gory in fnrnest, in putting such n question 
to iiim, if he had any expectation of its be- 
ing aiKSwered. Such an interrogatory re- 
quired consideration, and he (Dr. Copland) 
was not willing'*ta commit himeelf. Dr. 
Gregory would have to follow Nature, in 
tracing many clfects from given causes, and 
there learn. (Laughter.) 

Dr. W tnsrrit 8po!«.e repeatedly, but 
always so inuudibly, that he w'as uaintelli- 
i gible. 

i Mr. Jewki. believed measles olw'nys to be 
I usbercui in with pulmonic symptoms, and 
iiis practice wus, to attack the disease wdth 
flepletion generally, and, in most cases, the 
appUcatiou of blisters. Dy this plan, the 
consumption, which often followed mea- 
i sles, was almost itiyariably prevented. When 
I A child, in a fnmsly of many more children, 

! was seized with scarlutinn, w'hich w-as con- 
i luuious, ( and the throat always became more 
»{»r less affected, wherever the slightest ap- 
i pearatice existevl of the disease having been 
I commnaicated to other branches of the 
I family,) he bled freely; and, in tbi.s way, 
liad almost invariably prevented the pro- 
gress of the contagion. He never hesitated 
applying blisf' rs, evi n where the eTupiion 
was full on the skin. 

Mr. Nomti deprecated this practice ex- 
ceedingly. He had often seen blisters re- 
sorted to, where the erujiUon was on the 
skin, hut always with such effect us to 
have caused him to make u]> hi.s mtnd, ne- 
ver, whilst he existed, to apply a blister in 
such cases. He could not bung himself to 
believe that uuy effect but the worst, — 
uimast always death, — must follow the ap- 
plicoUoii of blisters, where the skin was m 
the c<uidition nUuded to. 'J he most promi- 
nent distiiiguitiliing features between mea- 
sles and hcailiitUitt were, that, in scarlet 
fever, lilt re is an etllorescent appearance 
[over tl.e Inidy generally, yet parts of it re- 
i inaiii without the ap|)eurauce ; whereas, in 
Uitasles, gmernlly, tlie body presented 
! specks, Btiu which never ran into an ertlo- 
i reacenl slate ; these specks were never seen 
jin scarlatina. He, with the iiuijority of 
[the Society, agreed in the propriety of 
udoptiiu; the anliphlugistic plan. 
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Al>le an assembly in tbe scene of his csTly 
glory, may have, in no smiill degfcp, coil' 
SKETCHES tribuU‘4t‘o the nittnifestaliou of this buoy* 

nncy of demeanour, and stimulated his feel- 
the iijgs to n more tlian ordinary displny of iheir 

atienirth. Indeed, we could evideuliy l»er* 
SI RGICAL PHOh hSSION IN IRELAND, n-ive.on his enirmu e, that his look uasiimed 

j the expression of that humid or lachryinnl 
No. XXA . radiance of the eye described by Homer, 

with which a parent is wont to meet an ab- 
sent and injured child ^ and that iiis llessiHU 

orrvtsc or Tiit Mrofr.i. stss.os iv **»• Kirby .U-.j. ddivrt. 

«ii uilroductory lectures, hy the volubility 
of ibcir movements, seemed inteni with 
I H AT portion of the medical yetiT usually the determination of tread.ng in triumpli 
devoted iu Dublin Ip introductory lcciurt‘.s, orer the authors of his persecution. Nor 
terminates with this day. 1 Imugh marked were we deceived ; Mr. Kirbv lnivin}|; come 
by few circumstances denmuding especial prepared to proclaim the defeat of liis oppo- 
ohst n ation, except thsd the number of our neni.s, and to point out the pri'ient flourisli- 
pupiks, and the exertions of our professors, ing condition ef his school. He acconlimiily 
promise u perpetuity of that prosperou-s { indulged largely in that humhle hut proud 
change in the athiir.s oi our school announced stiain of elocjuetire, uniting the pathos of 
by us last season ; still W'e deem even these couudaiut with the dehunce of ovation, 
few particulars of too much importance to winch a man. who is conscious of having 
pass over without commemoration. For our been injured, and is assured of victory, i.s so 
provincial dulness and iiislgijificame, we likely to eiupiov in au aulocrnpli of Ins own 
hold, should not (h j.rtve us of the right of ospkul.**. At the ofoiet (..f h^^ lahours. as he 
making the most of our littleness ; while, to j observed, a dark conspinuv. i-riuinntinL' iii 
tlie great luminaries of the seal of »< iet.ee j the jeah-m.n of ihe ecdlege of SiirgeiiM.s, was 
and of empire, it may not be uninteresting to j formed to put him down ; hut , Antkeii.s-like, 
see how -.^e cor.tsive to be stupid and com- 1 h,. rose refreshed from cie. li attack, and ci/U- 
mon place, in tins distant part ot the realm, i ipjered his enemies in despite of all their 
as tiulliver was amused with the serious ; to j-ul him down. Corjuiraie hos- 
tnvialiuea of iuv inhabitants of Lilliput. iditv, however, was not the only giie\ ant e 
We sl.ali present, tor their philosophic re- of which he had to comjdmn ; h.* suhsc* 
creation, such features of last fortnights ouenllv becnmiMhe vicimi of privat.- pliin- 
proceedings as we can conveniently con- der, and had the mortification of seeing the 
dense within the accustomed limits of one fruits of his anatomical induMry confeMuig 
of these papers, end as appear to us most celebritv on an individual to whom they did 
dew-rring of record. not justly bHoiiL.. I'he iirst to teacli 

Mr. Kirby, as you must be aware, from j miaimoy on the 1 rench system in Dublin, 
Occasional iduf.! rat ions of his character in j wtUi muay improvc-nitut.s uf his owri, noic- 
JijF. LaM'IT, i.s alway'S first in the Held ; j takers were cniployt'd hy a person whowa.'ii 
for, like time and tide, he wuii.s for no man. | asLame-.i of attending his* lec tures, and the, 
Jm-fly relying on his own fertile resources, jii,f ,rmalion iImih surreptitiously ohtuKud, 
he juoceeds to hiiikinesij without any refe- • was subHeijUf^utly pul)iisl;eii , there i.’i no u*o 
reiiCf lolhe rival attractions of other th'*a' in mincing the matter,; by Mr. lluin.suu, 
ties .simuUi.nf' 0 !:«Iy opei.ed with his own, Frofessor to the College of’Surgeonj, in Ins 
On M -nday, the .l i o| Noveri.iki r, therefore, late w'urk on the .'^urgical Auiitouty of the 
being the ei^httt otii (inniversury of the ce- Art'’iies. (ireat as this hatti»ivipiju;!tuiljt- 
lebruted Kfliool of Ib ier Mreet, he j ie- ediy 'vas, we couhl j»erct ivy thui .Mi. Kuhy 
sentcvl liiiTiiulf hi fort; a tninietoiis ntieirory, is of a most icleuiiivg disposilioii, and that, 
pro?. d, apparently, of the siuceis and );m* fiojn the style of h»s icmunstrame, lie 
gevlt) ( f this (itTspring of liis tatera and seemed more than repaid for the uddu rr 
(Ttferpriaw-. ^\h( t!e'r it was owing to his i tommi tied on him, by the plea&ure. which 
rccci.t invigorniion hy the summer nmuie. j he tell in cuntrasung his own Ki ieniifm 
nients, and the K^'winl zephyrs of \Vicklow, ,Uu alth with the intellectual poverty of hia 
of w!iO.«e salutary iufluenre his person hore | pls»,»ri«l. These, and a variety of other 
extensive traces, we know- not, but we rarely | lopu-j, of which .Mr. Kiiby himself formed 
f :iw him evinn-, at tlie commemement of aj the “ Alphn" and *' Omega,” crmsliluted tlio 
'winter campftliMi, a gi- aier elasticity of j subHance? of his discourse, and emludluhcd, 
motion, or u more redumiai t How of .'iiiimuljas tlivy were, lU his best atyle <d tdo<|iieuce, 
spirits. I’erlkHps, loci, the grait ful retloLti Hi coiilribulcd to the obvious graiificalicm of 
c'xcited by seeing himself thus ttuirouiuiecl biaaudmnec. 

tit the close ol so mwiy yearii, liy »o respect- Wiiile Mr. Kirby ftrai thiui, like all imm* 
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nnri>«, roTolvin}?, Mr. Harnaon was pre- more ludicrotia, than Uiose ilUassorted mix- 
paring to exhibit before the College of tures of thought and expression which we 
•Surgeons, to whom, by an arrangement annually see compoundetl by mediocrity of 
among the professors of that instifution, talent, and flavoured wiili those common 
the duty of delivering the first lecture essences of wit, deprived of their aroma by 
was assigned tins seiison. Mr. llorrison, frequent use, and supplied by a smattering 
we confers, nst itiished u«, as much ns of literature from lying on its surface. With 
Mr. Kirby amused. 'J he delive ry of his just enough of invention to arrive at a cari- 
lertiire was one of the most extraordinary cature of a just design, and of belles-lettres 
T uts of memory, we ever happened to wit* to clothe it in borrowed dress, such writers 
ness, lie spoke for about nn hour and produce medley’s of ideas and diction, 
twenty-live minutes, without munuscript, wliicli, if compofitiun were to be valued, 
mcmoVandiim, or any other compass, to like Turkey carpets and mosaics, for cou- 
guide liim through tliis vast ocean of ver- trasts of colour, it would be beyond the 
hiage, nut niibsing a single syllahle of text, pow'er of critic to efltimnte tlieir value, it 
or quotalioti, prose, anii poetical included, is nothing uncommon tciseu the speculul ions 
'J in' w'hole diwouise was repented with tlie of Newton, and the w’it of Sir Huger de 
precision of a barrel orenu ; not a look, ('overly —the discoveries of Sir Humphry 
gf'Sture, or intonation of the voic«‘, during t Davy, and the humour of My Uncle lob}', 
this wonderful elVort. indicating the s!i<;hli'it J jusile each oilier for precedence in these 
lapse or labour of the mem iry, each word, unnatural comhiniiUons of the style of ftenii- 
we are sure, having been uttered I'lecisely nient with lire matter of scietiee. Mr. 
in the fiiune oider it was wri'tmi and com- Harrison's discourse was a masterpiece of 
mitted hv rote. Had Mr. H;«rri«on, we ! eloquence, if these models of mixed coni- 
thought, liv; d in the days of the jrood old • posuioa be assumed as the standards of 
kings of Celtic Iniund, when events were ; oratory. With the harrowed wings of phi - 
pr-s-rved hy tradition, ho wotihl certainly | losiqdiy he soared, but the moment belaid 
have been woilli his weight of gold as a i aside h:» piniotrs, he was floundering on the 
** St iienssig," or living lost orv in the royal ! eartli ayain, and plentirully bestrewed his 
hails of l ava or Kinhora. Genealogies trom i |»athK with those figurative forms of speech, 
Milesius, to tlic mojit distant raniiticatioris ; which bore much the same rehition to the 
of this r'lyal stock; description- o! tattles onumiviits of genius as the tarnished flow’ers 
from the "hoi.sting of tluit awful rignal of^ of a milliner’s wimlow to tlie fresh pro- 
Irish warfare the “ ('rantara^'* or burnwMuctions of an April moruing, He had 
hnmcli dipped in blomi. to the destruction probably been reading, some time ago, the 
of an entire sept; and the glones of the Introdiution to the Kihrary on’seful Know- 
rhuce, from the first blast of the bugle to ledge, by Mr. Hroughnm, on the Tleaaures 
the death -yell of the wolf-dog ov-r the of Science; ami imagined that while the 
dying stag^ would have flowed in an un* impression of that curious j-aper W'as float- 
iutcrriiptcd narrative, even to the minutest »ng iti his mind, lit? was really composing 
jianit'wlars. from the lips of this Irish Tors- something as good for tlie (’ollcge of Sur- 
iMorz. for the amusement of the 1 alia Hotikhs I eeons. It was cei tiiinly pilclu tl on the 
ftnd Abdsillahs of the wigwnm v.iinces of ' same icy. hut we need scarcely add 
Irehind. Had the pnoms of Dssian, indeed, | 

heen transmitted to us through so retentive {“ N«m neque i horda sonnm reddit, quern 
!» chanr.td, tlie challenge of Dr. .Udinson to i vuk maims H mens, 

]\1iicpher.<son, would have been a piece oil Poscentique gravem persivpe reniitlil 
down-right impertinence; fitr, conv« y^ed aeutum.’ 

down llirough so faiilifid a clironicler, the i 

aid of printing or wiiting woidd have been i Fiir, in this coincidence, ilm similiunh' 
tm absolute fiiq ' rfluily. In the matter, n* * ended. In justice, lowcver. to Mr. Harri- 
well ns in the dc-Hvi ry of .Mr. 11 nrii son’s ; son, we fdit>idd, perhaps, us a counterpoise 
lec ture, n snrj>rising power of recollection | to our own criticism, observe thrt Vis lec- 
wns miinifc'sted. To us, it nppenred to I’hvc j lure wus most numerously attended, listened 
been nil ‘lerived from without — ^^nothing i to witli respectful nttention, applauded in 
from within. In our ears it sounded ns the i severid pasanges, nn<l, with many, hns 
confused echo of multifnritms impressions 1 r-dsed his clmmeicr still higher ns a fluent 
made by extensive lending, without being j talker, than il had been even before. Df 
enrit'hcd by cine ide.'i ilednced from original i the tendency of the nu dicid politics ad- 
inspiration. Jdke the parody of the mock- i vaiu-ed in the conclusion of his lecture, we 
ing bird, giving nil the variations of the | would not have spare to consider tlie danger 
aviary, hutwiiViout its swvctnussoi spirit ; * and erroneousnes#. if the relation in which 
it was a tissue of philosophical common- 1 he stands to the t'oUcjre, and the gratitude 
place#, selected without luale, and arranged ! which he ow'es to its corniption, did not 
'withoot order. Nothing, indeed, can be j rcmler such a tank uuneemary, by explain- 
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ing tlie motives of liis servile doctrine and | 
addlation. ! 

On the day following the Kichmoud l 
School opened. Mr. Carmichael, lor what 
reason we cannot pusiiivi-ly assert, declined 
the delivery of the inlroduetory lecture there 
• this .season. It is mote than probable, as has 
been iutiuiatetl in a strong and well-writton 
letter signed “ Lennox/’ in a late I.-vnckt, 
that Mr. Carmichael has some nutton of 
withdrawing himself fiom a concern, for 
performing lire duties f which, his other 
proiessiouttl avocations afford him little, 
lime. Having betii instrumental, as “ J,en-j 
nox" (whose statements are, we understand, I 
facts) observes, in Bending pupils to ihej 
Kicirtuond .School, we owe it to ourselves | 
and this .lournal, in whose representations | 
the public place so much confuieiice, toi 
aiate tliat our recomineuilatiou of that 
cstahlislKuent was founded jiurtly on a con- 1 
ViciioQ of Mr. Carmicliaers capability oH 
coiniuuuiciiting instruction, and partly ou u 
aujtpositiou that his known integrity was a 
Mitlicient guarantee fur the performance of 
any duties which he might undertake. In 
the latter hypotliesis, we perceive that we 
Lave been uecetved, probably tor the rta- 
sons assigned above ; but we must say that 
it is unworthy of Mr. Cannichae/s cnarac- 
ter, to induce pupils to any institulioii by 
the Ingli celebriiY of lnh uatne, whom he 
does not intend, or rather, cannot find time 
to instruct. W e shall have no Stanley and j 
Aheroellty bonds in ilie hospitals and schools i 
of Dublin, Tiiere is also a vague report, 
originating in a casual expression dropped 
by him at one of the Conimiileea of the Col- 
lege, that Mr. Curmicliael has changed his 
opsiiions ou the policies pursued by that 
body. 1 his wv do not believe, though we 
cun readily explain. Mr. Carmichael find- 
ing: hiinscif opposed by the majority of the 
College, may think it more prudent to 
staud out of tile current of corruption, than 
to become a martyr to its force and its filth, 
'file late elecUons for the disposal of offites ! 
in the College, must have given Jiim a tan- ; 
gibSe intimulioii of the mahguant efiluviaj 
which the pnhiicalion of his l«*cturo on 
triedtcai educates had conjured up‘ around 
him, tts the warmest ar.d hnghtesl HunHlune 
is sure to awaken the rankest essence of toe 
mire ; and to convince him that, howevt r just 
and prudent Ins vo ws have lieeu, a further 
promulgation of them might not besufu amoii',. 
such cumpuny. Though ahstrait principle 
demands a struggle, even where vsct»>ry is 
ituhiouH, yet liie number and maiigmlv oi 
Mr. CurmicliU*-! 8 opjHnMrnt,', afford at ooc»* 
nil expl'.iriatjiju and upology for his silence i 
on the pres'-ut airocii>u.» proceedings (»f (he j 


parcel of poor, youog, hungry members of 
that body, crying out from their “ first-floor 
lodgings for a monopoly of place and prac- 
tice, w’ith all the yettrning ferocity of a 
litter of young wolves, yelling for mote 
blood from their dens. In hisaWnce this 
season, a .Mr. .-Vdams, one of the .surgeons 
of the Jervis Street Infirnuiry, delivered tlio 
introductory lecture at the Hichmoiul School. 
Of this geulleman und his discourse, we ^ 
cannot pretend to apeak with the {>recisioii * 
of Hit actual nhaerver. The day iiii]>peneil ! 
to he one of the dullest that even Ireland is' 
able to produce ; and as we alway's sympa- 
thize w'ith the slate of the atmosphere, never 
attempting, for instance, u> dt-moliiili a lec- 
turer wlien there is a single cloud in the sky, 
it may he readily supposed that our " listless 
(engili” wa.s scarcely stretched ou a bench, 
when onr eyelids (whicii, however, arc 
'0 extremely thin, that we can see imper- 
feitiy through them) were heimelirallv 
Sealed. How long we may have itMuuined 
ai this state, we know nui ; hut we have an 
indistinct impression, like that left by a 
dream, that utter being roused a little by 
clapping of ijatiiks and scraping of boards, a 
geiulcmaij, of rather short slauire, with 
biack bushy iwiir, a degree of afliighied e.x- 
pression in his looks, u few of w hat we call 
in Ireland ** grog- hlos-siuns " sratiereil over 
his face, and dressetl in a suit of sei dy 
black, entered the lloaire, and proceeded 
to n ud from a ptiper ceriaiu seiiteiues, the 
import of whirh tiie unjiaraibded rapidity 
ol their recilul entirely prevented us for 
some time from learn id g. I .xereising ihol 
i laculty of seeing anil hearing while a.slee[), 
w hicli the conslHiit liahil of critical vigilance 
lias endowed us with, we endeavoured to 
catch the u-nor of discourse, but all in vum, 

I until the uunouneemt lit of the name of Hip- 
I pt.'Crates w'urned us fd the approach of n iits- 
I lory of medicine for about tive-uiid. twenty 
(Centuries, and of the proprit Iv of indulging 
I ourselves in the luxury of irisensihihty to so 
terrible an intin lion, through the means of n 
-sound shu'p. In this happy state of sus- 
fteiided aiiimalioii wt- ulvvLVit continue, w hen 
lectures, which profess to give an uccuunt 
of the healing art idr nearly tlie age of 
the world in one hour, are in the progress of 
delivery; until the name of the “ immortal 
John Hunter/' with which these hooluea 
generally cuneludc, strikes on our ear, and 
isstires tliut we may salely venture to awake. 
Df all that was, therefore, contuiiied in Dr. 
.•hlsma’ discourse hi tween these two rhftlo- 
ricul guideii, iiippot rut< s and John Hunter, 
we cannot, of course, pretend to speak ; hut 
we presume it was us hud as any we ever 
heard spoken, und a» detestably delivered 


(Joilege ; and we tuusl rc'iuimi conuct with us any wo ever saw, whether asleep ar 
lieanng the voice of reiotou and hberuiity | awake. 

thus diuwned in the ihmished (rcreumBuial Dur readers w ill {.lease to cotisider the 
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intcrral of a week as onniiiilated, and ac* I time and attention, therefore, heatowed on 
company us on tlie Monday followin^j to the | this singular legacy would JjnTe, W'e think, 
theatre of anatomy, in the University of | been much better employed by the Doctor 
.Dublin, to hear Dr. Macartney, i'iiere is in convincing the legislature, through peti- 
this vast diflVrence between the Donor and tioiis, of the necessity of dissociating dis- 
many of his Dahlia catem|>oraries, that his section and the gallows in the public mind, 
opinions are generally his own ; his illus- for while ihe one is linked with the other 
trations derived troni actual ohservution ; hy the law, argument may well be sus- 
his language is artiticially elegant ; and hts pended. 

delivery always that of a gentleman. I here On the same day the lectures of the Scfioc 1 
is no assumption of a chnrjicier foreign to of Physic were gi im in the theatre of Sir 
his habits ; no straining after effect iJirongh Patrick Dun’s Hospital. They were tom- 
clumsy compihuinu ; and, conseipicntly, at- ineiiced by the new Professor of the Prac- 
wnys agreeable hy tiie single but all-redeem* i tice of Medicine, Dr. Cirattau, the gentle- 
ing virtue of 8iin(ilicity. I'he matter of ids | man on whom you bane so severely hut 
discourse was admirably selected for eu- ! justly animadverted iu a late leading article 
forcing the object which he had in view — ot I hf. ft. You ctuild never, indeed^ 
the diminution of those prejudices which | suspect, from his youthful and timid ap- 
exist in tin* public mind against the |)rac- j peurance, that he could have been the au- 
lice of dissection. A disijuisition on orgu- ihor of the furious extracts from Ids letter, 
idc and inorganic mutter, and their mutual ■ puVilislied on that occasion ; or tliat, having- 
Iran.smutntioiiH into each other, with an ac - 1 composed them, he would ever have tho 
ctaint of the various systems of sepulture ; courage of following tiiem up hy a thorough 
in use among aucieut and modern nations, | exposition of the abuses of the College of 
constituted, it must be udniiiled, a natural Physician i. An extreme •pallor of counte- 
pret'ace to lli** pruposilion with which he i nance, marked by a sickly hvidity under 
intiMuled t«> ( .'.uclude, l iio silly tunipathies ; the eves, a broad and smooth forehead, 
of the public on this Kuhject were rallied by spanned at the base by a pair of sjh'c- 
ail llu* arguments of reason, and pleasautly i taclcs ; a very weak and pharisaically ino- 
ndiculcd by all that dry, (|uaini humour, unp dulated voice, with a {general a.spect of 
phih)8ophic«l urn cdote of which Dr. Maeatt- 1 devotional abstraction, would stamp hina 
ri(*y is so perfect a nia.«*ter. Preyiarations, rather as an expounder of the Gospel than 
exldbiting the foul ravages of the various | a commentator on ( Visas or Culh-u. Dad 
agents of decomposition <»« the humuii body, l.nvnter been beside us, we would expect 
in the different forms of sepulture, were | to find the Kev. physiognomist taking down 
next produced, and the romparntivi ly in- i Dr. Grattan's fitce in Ins sketch-book, as a 
offensive process of the anatomist contrast- ! perfect specimen of the ])hlegmati(: tempe- 
ed with the dnsgu-stiiig operations of rats, 1 rament. in which the rb ir/tf was all but 
iiiaggols, gradual putrefuction, and nil the | exiinguislied in a redundancy of the “ hu- 
other foul invaders which await ns iii the j mours." '1 hough tlie crunioscopical divin&> 
grave. At the conclusion of this ant iipta- 1 w'ould have been justified, l>y appearances., 
rian nnd scientffic notice of the litffeieni 1 in doubting the possibility of the bre ot* 
wavs in which we on* to he Unally reduced | genius burning within so watery a tene- 
tfiour “ native earth," Dr. Macariiiey drew merit, yet we could correct liis specnlatiouJ',. 
forth, from the glass ]»yraniid in which the iso far as literary exertion was implied irk 
pr< ceding monitors of our mortality were t his prognoslication, hy ai.suring liim that 
enstiriued, a roll of jmrehment, on which ; the iMcior, ms long tis we rcmciuher, haa 
was inscribed that residution of himself and ^ been a most assiduous contributor to the 
others, consigning tloor hodit s altrr dentli i Jiress in the shape of letters, pamphlets, and 
to dissection, and |)rofluced by him tn Jiisj essays, on all nivinner of subjects, profesi- 
execruhle evidence hehue the Aiuituniical i sitmal, political, and stalisticul. lli.s lecture 
Coiiunaiec* t»f ti»e ( onmions. I his testa- 1 being Oii the hacknied subject of medical 
nieiitary document, nigned hy inunv respect- j history, we of oonrse exercised our peculiar 
able persons, and juomi>ing to tender its | jireiogaiive of ciiticiHing it aileep, and caa 
author inimoftul fur its absurdity, is hut {only sav. that it at least had the merit of 
one of those whims with wlucli the Doctor j evincing un mojuaintance with the origimi 
sometimes dilutes his more seriou.-i and phi- 1 authorities from which tlm,<e encvciopied!; g 
losopliic pursuKs. Allowing t)ie published i emnpiKitions are drawn, whi.di liirnish in- 
detennination of a few individuals to have formation to other lecturers, such ns .Mr. 
their hodieadissecied all the infhioiuv which .Vdutiis, at second iiaud. How far Hr. Grat- 
•ueh a decree is likely It* exert in dimini.sii- t«« may advance the reputation of that body 
ng the tiifiguhl excited hy human unuiomy, to which h« has been so singnlarly united 
, tbal uUt we b ar, will ho hut little, as long wo know not, hut were wo to conjecture, 
as this practice is eoupled in the public from ibis specimen, w'o would say, tbit 
iniud wiU* the coiuiuiesiou of ctiiuc. i'be while ho w as, perhaps, capable of iuatruct* 
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ittg his poftila io all that bfloaga to kia ease-book, a»d of Ibe deliwy of occaaioftal 
depaitmeot, h« doei aot appear lo ))0»ieis cHnieal rewaik!!, was iatioauced by 
that ueceaaary aniinatiuu and euthuaiftsm Ibough poorly executed in tl»»t iuxtituiiou* 
of inuuner to siimulaie their iudusiry, u»d As to liie other patU oi the (ieroian aud 
uwakou their ambition, to prosecute atience Italian syatem, parliculiuly tliat o( coue.ij;n- 
in its more difficult hot protitable iorms. ing a certain number of jmtienta to the care 
Or. Grattan was auccoetled, at p shot I in- of mote advanced punila, they never were, 
Icrval, in the same theatre by the rroiVsaor nor perhaps ever can l>e imroduced into any 
of the Institutes of Medicine, a i;eiiileiuaa of our hospitals, oruu r exist, irij< ( in um- 
of a vfciy different appearance and cast of 'sinners. In Kdmbirijih, wlier*- the closest 
miuil, ilad we not hec('t aware that Dr. apj>Toximatiiiii to this exceileist onhnance 
Graves Itad the supreme honour of being has been made, the jirub ssorp coufi ss that 
born iu Ireiaud, we would be inclined to *my f'uriber extension of this moile of tiii- 
set him down for a native of the South of tion is really imj>rac!ic»bie among the pupils 
Kurope. Hia colour is a rich brouae, or j and patient.', oi tireat Britain, llie loriner 
brown olive, fur too deep to be burned on ' are necessarily a miiirating h idy in ibis 
by the coy sun of Ireiaud, which shrouds coniury, diff‘ei«'Ut parts of their i uiH,auon 
Ids f:lory too often in an impenetrable veil , berug actpiired iii diffi.rent schooif., so ilial 
of clouds to darken the fair complexion* of I they cauiiOt well comply with any >vell- 
bis children. IJis liuir is of that intense jet | organised plan of instruction ; and the hater 
and glosksy texture, wldcb i« found to vcge. jnre, perhaps, too deeidy imhued with th.il 
late iu perfection in warmer loiitudea ouiy , i restive selfishness, genetntrd by free poli- 
wbiie bis keen black eye, tparUing in its i tica! insiiiuiious, ever to Miffei llicmseli^ a 
aocket, w'ould indicate a deaeenl from some I to become the passive im^tiuments uf ei{ 
more ardent regioui than the chilly c.'iwe i riiuent for the beiu tit i f slmierns, 1 hese 
of iriiaud. The coniiguratioa of the caua- i sire ohstiu-Ies. to the renun ul uf winch, evmi 
tenance is also too lauMliy, and its ditiV.lihe Ludatde jivut of Dr.tiravis coiiM tuil 
lent oriiaie, tv)<,t Idghly raised into *' relief,'' i he supposed ce-inpctent. lie h ^weier, 
not to induce the observer to suspect, that ‘ wiih the nu^ t piuisv v-o:il<v pt r- 

the proiess'ir uf these i huruc ten sties ;.s u; mv<, ruiict'. in flu* pros* i uiion of i;i.s design, 
t-lranger, or tl least an escirpthm to the ; mu! has, wv iirr to.d, n ’iuH.uislied, in a gr.'nt 
fair, fleshy idiysiogiioinies of Ins luitivt ' iiie.i,snfe, his ptit ate pr;u tue, siuu his eln • 
laud. There is, iiuic-ed, an air of foreign tu.u to a ptofesser's chuir, tuvU he lui^^ht 
formation about lui whole aspeit, which ' hate more ViMire to t.iiiow up his lav. uiute 
induces us to believe that the family ot the | put.-mu. Sm h a disiuit reu'edm ss, ul 
Graves are not sutlicieutlv lung settled in ; iudicutes ilut I’ialotuc mU ciinn jbr si ieiic-.- 
Ireland to be formed according to tlic atami - 1 which eencraily eo-c x^sts with the p<ov. t 
suti of the native beauty of tliai country, of extetitlii.g lU bouudurit s, llis jujuso !■, 
After passing through hve or six gt-nora - 1 indeed, 'lur;:-:; his di>caursc, hintek us us 
li iiis Hun-e, they ruay }irob:ibly arrive ut that 1 being uj periert hiiriiKUiy wUh tlie enihu- 
houourahie disliuction, and appear indige- * aiaatu of his dispo>ni>>ni and hi* love of 
nous plants of thf ftoil. Dr. Gravts, how. coramunicating a* well as of cuitivaliiig 
ever, hasext iU'd much attention, and strong science, lie passed fn the prufessur'* chmr 
hopes of emineucc in his pMfmion. aiuce with uhtcniy of tn.dKiti, and upem d »m 
bis appointment in the School of Physic. | his nudie nee la a tom of mipussnmed pt ni- 
The course ol study to which Dr. G rattan iH.d from a manuscnpl, which, to jtersoii.s 
has submitted himself f *r this purpose, in j accustomed to it-&s eKtlmsiastic modes of 
some measure juKtiUed thew auiicipation*. ' ‘Uidiuss, and unmojiuunlvd with In'* warm 
Having exhausted our liiitish sthcHijs, hv j l* lujieKimcnl, might lie pioiilullv startling, 
vj&ited the eoutinentul .'.euiiuaries, and caiiif ) Hi# tuuuieiiHUCc, uatui.diy rxprtKijive of 
hoiue deeply impresH'd With a conviction off mu* h latent emotion, even in it state of 
U»e supefiirnty of their system of medical | 'juiescence, wlo n liiormjghly exv Oed, us it 
ediieaii.jn, and wiili u ti« t. rminatiou of tar - 1 then eviueutly was, by the woiking of ja.'i 
ryiiii; it into effi ct ju bis native tounUy. feelings, to-eihcr with ttie im umpanimeni 
An oppiiftuitity soon preaenied itself for of a husky . sepulciirul i oice. strained i«» its 
the accomjdistiiuenf of this dcuien, in his highest pilch, und U t hmsc on liis audienco 
appointuo iit 10 liu .Meath Hv.spiiai on bis wuhout much regard to moduliumn, struck, 
return. An aiiempt to trauspUut tnissys us, we conies#, with adrpne of surprise, a 
tern was utiordingly made by liim ; hut, little too electric to lie aun t ttblr, llisde- 
with all 111* care, it has not, we undcuiand, sire to ittijirm the Uuth of |us (ipinions on 
turned out a very sacct sslul expeiiment. hi# apeciator# wiis obviously too powerful 
S .tueiliing WHS certuiuiy don*-, for which to bo resliained by his taste und his judg- 
he 1# entitled tu lite »riUiUu!e of ail w ho mt lit, f r, during the w hole of his disoonrse, 
take ;in inteiest in the improviUU'iil of me- lie swept over the acliing tenses of his 
dical educatmu. The oovcdly of a regular tmditory in a whirlwind of 
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liibitiog the tumalt of i itorm, without 
iti grandeur or Jta foroe* 'llie atvle of hi* 
lecture, wldch was nrincifl^% whvaiologi- 
cnl, partook a good deal of the faulty man* 
lur of its dfelivory. 1’he whole was plenti- 
fullj LHiersperseu with profound redt^ciiona, j 
which, in sentiment ami dieltoii, might put 
the tliree-j)iled periodn of Goldsmith *s Aiii- i 
muted Mature, or of Herder's History of! 
Man, to the blush. Ho dealt, too, pretty; 
largely in thoseJowers of rhetoric, or ela- i 
borate figures ofsiteecb, so common to Irish 
writers, but which, in his inexperienced | 
hands, appears d to us to have been uo other ; 
than “ potato*b)ossotns and, by way of ; 
beiiig sublime, alternately passed from earth \ 
to heiiveii, now grubbing out wonders from 
the one, and next souring am'mg the pru> 
digicH of the other. In one of those flights i 
to the stars, towards the, conclusion of his ; 
lei; lure, we could not help coiiir isting his 
p<»!»iiion ill liie firmament, searching for ih *; 
sufdtme, with that of Hrofessor Alcifhron, 
desi ribed by Mr. IHoore, in his Kpieurean, 
while fiuspeinicd by the braxen ring from 


littla atreng^ I thould be lony,, if 1 
could, to Btfip t^unox of tbe obIy adtas> 
tage be possesses, his coat of darkness, —it 
becomes the slanderer W'ett ; but I will un- 
dertake to allow, that if he lias succeeded in 
giving pain to the friends of Mr. Carmi- 
chael, he owes it solely to their having, 
for a moment, mistaken '' the venom of the 
shaft for the vigour of the bow." 

I he first misstatement 1 shall expose, is 
that in which it is alleged, that Mr. Cnrmi- 
cliaers ** days of%ttendance at the Hich- 
moud Hospital are Mondap, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays ; but that, week after week 
{isfises, witli often but a weekly visit from 
iiim on WediH-tiday—- the operation and pub- 
lic day.” It might fairly be concluded, 
from this statement, that Mr. Carmichael 
hud omitted to visit the hospital on the 
Mondavs and VVednestlaya of tiie last year 
nearly loO times, as we are plainlr told, he 
teldtm visits it on those days, f^ow. Sir, 
what Is the state of the factf From the Ihi 
of November, tM7, to the 1st of Novem- 
ber. 1828, Mr. Carmichael was absent from 


the sky, and bnfletied about by all the agents 
of t lemeiitiil sirife. 

Of the other introductory lecturers, the 
necessarily hurried comiiosition of this 
skt ich prevt iit« ua from takiiii,' any notice. 

e shull, llierefore, merely siule, for the 
prestiitt. that they were all dressed iu %velh 
lilt hlack-ooats, and Bctjuitted tin uiselvea 
entirely to the satisfuctioii of their respee- 
live imdieiK'Os. 

Euimn^is. 

Dublin, Nov, 8th, 


uk umono seiioor., ov m ix. — MU.rsit' 

MUll.llI. 

To the Edifor s/'liii; L axckt. 

Sin.— l have jn»t read, in the last Number 
of lur Lam i i, a letter signed ** l^etmox," 
which hsfi given me miuih concern. 1 am 
sorry tliut your most ii-ieful und excellent 
penodieal should have been made iho vehi- 
cl« of such groH* and injurious iriisrepre- 
sentutUms as those that letter contains. 
'I'he impuriiul and independent character o< j 
your publication gives me the as'suraticc, 
that you will take uu early oppoituwity of 
inserting the statement 1 have to olTer in 
disproof of them. 

It has been well remarked by a celebrated 
writer, that to birn who (like i.ennox) 
knows his company, it is not hard to be 
aaTcastic in u mask ; und that lie w ho w'cars 
it, may, like Jack the Giant* Killer, in his 
coat of durkuess, do much niisihief with 


the hospital, on the days mentioned, eleven 
; times ; and, to my knowledge, on either four 
'or five (and 1 believe all) of those occa- 
' sions, he h'bs confioed to his bed by illness. 

' I make the above assertion on the authority 
of the signature book of the hospital, in 
i whk-h the surgeons enter their names at 
each visit, and which, as it lies every morn- 
ing on the table of tbe extern room, where 
the pupilif assemble, may be inspetted by 
sny one who wishes to test the iriiih of my 
assertion. It is notorious, that it is to .Mr. 
Carmichael, the pupils of the Kichmond 
Hospital are indebied L>r tl e original estah- 
lishment of regular attendance un tlie part 
ofUie surgeons. When .Mr. Belton acts for 
Mr, Carmtchael, it is, usually, to assist iu 
examining the extern patients. He never 
goes round the wards, except when Mr. 
Carmichsers visit is prevented by illuesr. 
Mr. Belton is a member of the College of 
Surgeons \ he acted for some years us re- 
sident pupil, or house surgeon, in tbe Kich- 
mood Hospital, and is w'ell qualified, in the 
opinion, I will venture to say, of every one 
hut Lennox, to discharge the dulie.*; occa- 
sionally re<juired of him. 

ludi'pendcutly of the more regular ditii- 
cal lectures given by .Mr. Carmicbael, he is 
in the hahit of staling to the class, tbe dis- 
ease and treiitmonl of each patient, as he 
goes round his wards, particuluily when 
strangers are present. He does not, it is 
true, cause to be w’ritleu on a label the 
treatfuenl he has adopted, but, us he goes 
round, he calls on the resident pupil, who 
writes the pretcriplions, to stale aloud tbe 
medicines formerly ordered in each case j 
and, by these means, t^,-;ethcr with the ex- 
cellent piaciical remarks he is accustomed 
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to make at ibe bed- aide of tbe patient, | 
utfoids ull tequisite iut'ormntiou. If aur- j 
geons of rank and experience are of ndvan- 1 
tage to an instilutiou, it cannot be exjH cUd 
they will expend ns much time on minutia- 
as iheir younger bretbren, wko have more 
leisure. 

'I'he assertion tliat Mr. Carinicbael, in 
lecturing, reads long quotutions from his 
works, is absolutely groundless. He merely 
opened one of these, for fjie purpose of ex- 
hibiting the delineations of veuersid cuta- 
neous eruptions. It is natural for any indi- 
Tiduul to take tbe same views in his lec- 
tures that he has t^rken in his writings. 1 
did not mean to meddle with Ijeniiox's <7^- 
nitws at uU j but I cannot help saving, with 
res[>ect to whut he teiU us of Mr. Carmi- 
chael, as a lecturer, — in the tirst place, that, 
in my own opinion, uud of many much 
more competent judges, his lectures, in 
particular on stricture and venereal dis- 
eases, are 6rst-ratej and. secondly, that 
the critic has cut the throat of bis own cri- 
ticism, by the well-merited praise he has 
bestowed on iMr. Carmichael's clinical lec- 
tures. 

The following circumslanoes, relating to 
tlie change's in tiie liicitiuond School, may 
possibly be secrets to Lennox ; but 1 cau 
assure you they are notorious utnoug the 
other pupils, and that I have myself repeat- 
edly heard them openly avowed by several 
of the Professors. Mr, Carnuchael hs» 
parted with his share in the school to 
Dr. Macdonueil, lute demouslrator of the 
school ; but has consented to allow his name 
to remain amongst the surgical lecturers, as 
he will admit tiie class to his clinical lec- 
tures on venereal diseases,— the best, and 
perhaps only lectures, by which the various 
local and consiitutionai uppearancea ami 
MyniptomB can be made known to tbe pu- 
pils. Mr. Carmichael expects no reward 
whatever for the instrucfion llius airorded 
them and the writer of tins letter has often 
heard ,Mr. Cnrmiciinel declare, thnt his only 
nioiiH-, in ever assisting to establish the 
tchsiol, wns, to use ij:.> iiifluence in the fur- 
matiriu of an eslahiishmf'Tit, wiiicli would 
possess peculi'.ir local ativaiitagcs, fr*un ii» 
counectioi) wiili the Ilouw of Industry, no 
where to he e.neiif-d; aiid, wlien he joined 
it, iiis de(;larutt'.;i was, tiiat, us soon (i:i he 
coiKO'ind it to h(- isHibliKhed, he would 
cease to lecture. Mr, ( arrnii haers exten- 
sive pi :u lice, and will- known independ- 
ence, sulheif iitiy iiulicau d l.hat he could 
liave no selti&h views m the troiihlc he lrti)> 
iiri|H>.st:d upon himself, as neither character ' 
nor luoney could bi^ his iocenlive. 

‘I’he luil of Lennox's f«ct# 1 have to no- 
lit e, U that in wliicli lor ailcgfs, that the 
liichmoiul Scho<d is losing i,;ryuiid. If the 
increasing muuber of impils unending the 


school may he considered, as is commonly 
supposed, to he tt fair index to its success, 
the Hichmontl School has been gaining 
ground, uot only steadily, but rapidly. Ah 
rt'gartls past seasons, this is luailer of fact, 
known to all who know' any thing of the 
.school ; and I have no doubt, judging from 
.present appearances, that it wdll have to 
; boast a larger class this winter than it has 
I yet had. Lennox has peihapB had the sa- 
jtiafuction, suite he wrol# his letter, of 
! heaving Mr. Adanns, in his excellent inlro- 
'ductory' lecture, exult in the success of the 
* Richmond Stdiool, which, he said, " had 
i exceeded his most sanguine expectations." 

! Several Luglish students of last year have 
I been induced, by the advantages ufi'orded 
■ them by the Seheol and House of Industry , 

; to enter themselves as pupils for the eusu- 
I ing season, 

I So much for the " undeniable farts" of 
i Lennox. Of his luiBrepreBcutations, but 
;two views can be taken. They are eitlu r 
j wilful and wicked slanders, or he ht. ii( veJ 
j them to be. tr.ie. If the former be tiie just 
h’lew. the eondiu t of LeJiriox ndmitit'oi no 
( pulliutiun, and eaunot he too strongly i'C« 
I probated, lie must be 

“ Some base notorious ktiave, some scurvy 
fellow. 

0 Heaven ! tlial such companions ihou'dst 
imfuld, 

And pul in every hmiest Imnd a wbij), 

To hell the rascal naked tbrougli thC 
world, 

Lven from the east to the west !" 

But I would gladly hope, and am dispos^ed 
to believe, 111 spite of strong prcHumptioiiH 
to tlie fcojitrarv, that he has onlv to iiu.swer 
for the fur nitre vtiiial, thmigh still grave 
ofleiice, rd having jmhlished aspersion.-;, iho 
proof of the f..'.?>ehuod ut which iiiy easily 
within hi# rein h. 

The utter refutation of his calumnies 
must ocea-sioii him a toortilication, to which 
hej would not have expo.sed himself if ho 
had calculated resuUa ; and I hope la* will 
derive from it ilie Jus/uil lrsr;i)i!, of the ne- 
cessity of cauti ill iind iufpury, if he should, 
[in tulure, hel disposed to dip hi.s pen ui 
j gail. I ahull c.include, by recommending 
' to his acrioua cmaidertitit 11 the advii «- given 
! to Lord Burleigh by Maithind, of Letlmig- 
ton, in the ijuaiut. bui sirong laiigotige, of 
I his time:—" la!; heih* w '/.ay not hereaf- 
ter, • Had I wist '-11111- uncomely seiileueo 
to procede oti a wyo- inm/s mouth, " 

1 have the huiiour to he, Sir. 

Vuur mo»l obedient, ixc. 

KnaiMoxoi. 

I Dulliii, Nov. f., lluhl. 
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TiiEitE is no charge wliicUliiHibf^n more 
l^qaentiy brought ugi^it Tau Lakcbt»:^ 
pnmn its wieked em^iioyiiient of ridicule iu 
support of opiiuoos, wkioki if merely eu* 
forced by reaioo undi •rgumeiit, without the 
assistance of so anfktr s weapon, would 
never, it is contended, have been so ezien- 
sively approved and embraSed hy the pro« 
feasion, or have created so decided a change 
in the aspect of medtcat politics. The 
mindsofinedicalmen.it it soidVhaveheeiil 
completidy unhinged, and the system of 
medical polity radically disorganised by the 
irreverent jokes and profane scoffings in 
which this Journal has indulged, at the ex- , 
pense of some of the moat respectable, if; 
not the most highly- gifted professors of 
“ sound chirurgical knowledge.” Before 
I'uK LariccT raised its uaholtowed voice, 
against the medical powers that W, all was 
tranquillity and repose. If o hospital fune^ 
tionary neglected his duties, or proved him- 
self incapable of discharging them, there 
was no journal so ttnfeeUng as to bhuBoii 
forth his negligence or inaptitude, or to 
vulgar as to insist that the interestf of a 
professional gentlemift ought to be Mcfs^ 
heed for the 8sk« of lOcuring the limor 
health of the destitute ifele; ’five yews 
ago, medical journals were conducted npdi 
gentlemanly {irineiplet ; a due regard 
paid to those gradati0tt8 of rank on Wl^h 
the happiness of aoetety main^ depeildii 
and if a few paiipeta were occastona^y d«« 
itroyed in a bosplthl by ignonmoe or 
lect, no unpiofetiiohal attempts wei^ made 
. to shake ^e public confidence in 
of tho gentlemen appointed tb operate on 
ilie ohjects of the charity. J ournihi were 
then the screenst not the mirrors of what 
was paaa^ng in the medical world ; hut now 
F ' No,' 3«rd. 


aS in exposed Kite glare of day, «ad the 
jldttodors of those who have hitherto arro- 
gated to themselves the title of heads of 
the profession, have so frequently been 
made the snbject of censure or of ridicule, 
that these persons have ceased, as was ma« 
nifett case of Kolfe v. Stanley, to 

he estiaai^jat their#wn price by tliepub^ 
Uc. .. . ■ , , 

Such is the gratamm of the charge hrunght 
against this Jonrnri, in zei^^eet Wtiie levity 
wherewith we have treated the inwteanieiia 
of the sri'diMnri heada ol;;Uie nedi^ profM** 
sion; and we are (mtimnlyiKt^ 
tion to gainsay the fact^^lmwi^ 
demw tiKv^ which gif 

nents d^w finiin it We oontendt 
that ridicsidbi not mdy a hur weapon to h« 
used, getmridly, agawat falsa pretensuma* 
but that it In many caies, the only in* 
strument hy which the ohasaetnr of pff* 
tenders can he effectniily laM open and 
posed. Ridicule hae been called the teat 
of tmrii j and thia aaaertion, jpiopeily wiv * 
deettobd^ ia perhi^ not liablb^iiiyatilK 
•laatiil ohjeetiou. Trnth may |ie made the 
aal^iiel''^|idionle»;hut we qniriiiih.whetimb^^ 
any one iigiia}, W memorable iaatanoe, oia 
he poiaied out, in whi^ tni& haa been 
Oenrhontn hy ridknle ; and, if thia he th# 
cnie, ridiciile may undonhiedly he cenai^ 
dered w emo of the ttits of tinth^ On the 
other hand^ ahundant tnatanoea mey be 
eited, in every hmmh of human kiiowle<%», 
mahow tlbe capacity of troth to lurvive dm 
efiects, of ridicule. Few great diaooveriet 
have been acquiesced it, without tomeaitv«|^| 
gle in hehalf of errors which ^ he^ i%i| 
has tended to ditstpate ; and the itruggla 
haa gadbrally been in proportion to thtl 
quantity of fohbiah wl^ haa served as n 
foundilioa Ibt a rntpeiatructiire of erroiri 
But im^na tst ptritat tc piwri^'t ; thi dnal 
triumph of trnlit in ia certain as is the in>* 
dispoaition of mankind to he too speedily 
eaUgUtened, and to ho compelled to ac^ 
knowledge that they have been wonhipping: 

R 
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igumm, w iwpWd*. ta fta p* •( ««>» of *• ofioow MoaM «f wW*' 

teicBcO) n Itioo mhmd i dwrf iMf i tiOt-woiAdlw far aero wd»or« 

goatiwio H«aro it aay b« klttro4, that directly cafettialed to iii«« tha jpaiiiM loto 
toe ^tofiiieiis of meB. which not ilaad coMlewpt. than aay attempt whicli we have 
the test si fiiiieole*— whicb wifi not aor^ ever made, by diflt of a UlUe fmijk^c, to 
five, aad ttiumph om, the oppoattioa tint point out the mie chtrwlet of the persona 
may be made to Ibea by i fbw ‘‘ paper [atyUag kadi of toe proj 

pelleu of toe bi»%’#-aro gt^ly fail# i f«iw«i» Utiw ttoi> bywiy4iUiiitroUiJ 
preteoaioiui. To tooac who lit' ikTermmI j toil potott a cmo wbkU we believe ii 
with tbe btitory of laodkal coaiioveme* J UWdy to ba»e eieipad the aewoiy of our 
numeroia txaaptee of too troth of Uiie po*troad«»} we allude to toe caw which Dr. 
ei^ wBl eaggeet themeelvee. Who now i Haw itt, toe Carohri(i|e Proferoor of Mo- 
bdseiea to toe eMii of Sir Ksstim Dio- jdiciae, pto&ounoed to be one of eevere pe- 
Bf*f iympaiiMe ptovderj or it MEswia’il nteniue, end to which, afioi diUgeoUyfo- 
;||IWleadedteov«itot af to toe toftueact of ;m«»ttog the womaa’e abdomen, he would 
^ aftimal magwetiiai or to tot minetoouaihare proceeded to apply forty leechei to toe 
cutea laid to be vrotti^t at tot tomb of the ' part, but for the uimeaM/oabto proiruaion of 
Abb4 Paws t Thtit dotamoua We etve- j the kad of a chopping boy ! What com. 
raBy had their day} they have keo be-jment could ewggeraie the lodicroue efect 
kvfd, and nttetted by tviditode aanoei-iof toe bare iUtemeni of thU uenwiruon I 
eeptionablnaathat to which we are aceoa* jThe whole scene becomes immediately pre* 
totted to give Ktooettatuifere^t; but tky; sent to the readerV imegiuntion; and no 
hive ^«a been ndtoolied and iavestigatod,, ridieiiie wlkh a writer could mi on the 
mid are now nearly forgotten. On toe (tobtr Doctor's jKuwfri of diagnoiia could poeiibly 
head,; whit effiect hat ton ridicidt with incmee toe dohsion to which, as fir a« hit 
wliudi toe uae of bark to iiiseintitte&t% or ebatetric ikiU ia concerned, the bare eiiun* 
toe groat medicet diaoevify of amdaca eiatioQof toe facts is calculatod to expae 
tkeSf tacdoition, wu •vigiatUy aaaitiid, him. Of a aimilat nature wax Sta»i).w 'i 
hedootkettxaetianttwhmhkikraa^^ miatake, aa far aa tk anatomical ekiU of 
nfws!^, or vaedatatkm, aa a penphyllatla that hoxpiud surgeoa and teacher of anatomy 
•gent, ia now heU ia afi patta of tk eivt. wax coucerued. in xuppoiing a ]K>ruon of 
lined w*otid ? Tk fkt k that ruiieidi,|ilint, admore ihao aa inch in dismeter, and 
while It may k arosi efficadkady avployad | ajioaled at tlm diaUnae af naarly two inchex 
in ejEpotittg error, or nttttiilkg Mat |Kto* Imai^ to k a 

laoiios, la, for tk moat |ttvt« powmipi. ^ Ijwt palafia/ lit cesex like these, 
when directed agalnit toato or ganttiae toe foctx themselvea am of such a nature 
toiUp, that no comment u{)on tkm can altor the 

lippnaione tky are cakulntod to excite, 
and agaiutt ridicule, howover jioignant, 
Jai a stronfer tendency to render him rsdi* toa pirly ^ho hw rendered ridicu' 
euloni then any oomnent which oonld poi. toaa hai no retaonnhle ground of complaint, 
lubly aecomproy tk etatemeat, Aftitofnl Mr.STAKi.sr tortatoned ni wiUi an acUoti 
Affricwt, for iaatance, of htr Aarn CaA' for tk injury which, he deeiered, hla ropu* 
144 u’s Omiioa on tk Oyster; or of Sir tatioa had snitilned by tk commenta Which 
WinuAA BettA no'e eatomfioranooue fa* we felt it our duty to make on hie atchleva* 
cetiw tfuohing Hate , or of inietlucutoiy nienta in the cclehrated Hint caae. The 
matter dHirored in toe courie of lecturee by | toreai, however, proved to k were kratum 


Thera are maay casei in which toe mere 
ennweiation of what a siaa baa laid or d<mt 





tion tof««t i^U»%4 #IOi <9iniilldiQj( of tli:^ 
k«aoo liMob he M U^e «tJc 1^|>ital <or^ 
geons, wUo aOomjHed to «cr««m liim from 
the coQiiH|tiet)cei of hit ttUiki!fttlaeM» had 
be«u tought bj a discTimmatiug Middkaex 
L jury* W hat the rosult wouhi ha?o beon, 11 
y^fr. t$TATiVKV| aftor hf viog boea aiaesaed ia 
Ramtgei for bis uotMlfulaeto i had featured 
to go iato a court of juatice to aak for da* 
laagof austajaed by^otir romarkt u|>oa his 
caa(% it ia not di^cuH to coajccture. Mr. 
SiAKLar inigktfiudecd, haveauitained tome 
peuniary damage, by the pubUcity givco to 
the cate, aod so aright Dr. Htu jett, by oar 
notice of hit ** prcguaul ” cate of “ pritoai* 
tit/* Fee* persons fte<}uaiiited with tlie treats 
meat of -Mr. Roifk w’oultl care tocontult Mr. 
Stan Ler for aii injuryof tiiekneivjuict ; and 
uo husband, we presmne, who hnd heard of 
Dr, li ew rrr and Uie leeches, would wtllingly 
truat hit lady, at a ceruuu iuttrestiug erttis, 
to the haadt of the Cambridge Frofeator of 
Medicine y but the loss of the iudiTidual 
iu aucli cues it the gain cf the public, and 
is what the lawyers call diiamitiii al^ufm ta» 
jerid, 'I'he ed'eci of criticiiiu and of ridt* 
cule, where lidicide aritet naturally out of 
the subject matter, at applied to maUi projrt* 
in surgery or medteine, cannot be better 
illustrated Umn by the obser rations of Itord 
Ki,cr.Nno«ut!C«, in the case of Jitim 
Curr V. Het>d mi emUkir (J CampbeWt Nm 
Prim use of ridiouU, 

as applied to despicabW literhry contpd* 
silions. 

One writer,” said tliat distinguished 
judge, ** in exposing the foMies and errora of 
another* may make use of ridicule. boURfrer 
{toiguant. Kidiculo is often the fttliat 
weapon tliat can be employed for iuch a 
purpose. If the reputation, or peeuniii^ 
)ute rests of the person ridiculed au^r, it |s 
* datnuum abufue hjmiu,' Where is rtiE 
t.iisK«Tr or Titt rnrsajif an acdoa cau bo 
maintaioed un such prinoitdes 1 la tim 
plabtid* to be indemnified, by receiting a 
ceompoiiaattou in damogea from the person 
who may hare opened the eyea of the pubKc 
to tihclM taata and inanity of hia compo* 
li{j|pait Wtto would bare bought the worka 


by but abail it aild 

tlmt be might have suatained an aetioo for 
defamatbrn against that |reat philosOpbOFi 
who waa labouring to enlighten and auielio- 
rate mankiud t We really must not cramp 
observatiotts upon authors and their works* 
They should he liable to criticism, to expo- 
sure, and even to ridicule, if their compo- 
sitions be ridiculous/' 

Now iflridicule A justifiable, where it is 
employed to expose the true obaractor of a 
literary composidon, and to guide the publto 
opinion In matters of Utefary tiete, by bow 
much more is it justifiable, where its (dijeet 
and tendency are to |iDteotJ|iie heaUh imA 
Uses of the community. .}i> :v/ . 


At the 'bonclusiOn of the Introductory 
Lecture delirered by^ Mr. Coleman, at the 
Royal Vetirinary College, in the course of 
which the Frofessor had exbortod the ptt|ida 
to be diligent In fhOir a^ndauce at & 
demonstrations, a pupil inquired, boW 'lie 
cotdd derire any benefit ftoe||. demoQSti^- 
riont where tbeto was no demonstratofl 
iThe Frofeasor reptied, that hfo* Sewell wfis 
the demonstrator ; but, on iti Wing atotid 
thatMri Sewell had dlsaTowed holdifig &a 
office nsctjbad to Mm, and on some farther 
quealions being put by the same pupil , wllh 
i%iew to aseertatn whether any competent 
and regular demonstrator was li&ely to be 
appomtod, the Professor declared, that be 
would answ^er no more questions } that he 
couiidered the pupil, who had esdesTonred 
to elidt information from him, beneath Ms 
notice ; and that if the pupil waa disaad^ 
fied, and |versisted lu catechismg him, be 
(the Professor) should take measures to 
pel him. 'riiis, as Sir John snys In 
the pay, might be a tOry good answer at 
crots-parposoi, but it seems t wbimsi^ 
answer to be gle<m by a man in Professor 
CottliAv's dtuatitm. A pupil pays his 
twenty gumeal, and when he inquires how, 
(seeiug that there ia no demonatrator at the 
College.) he is to obtain an equivalent for 

ns 
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Ill rnmy to toitiriii8tio8,tiieBo(eisor the etdioiry trtftiwtioiii ittia 

him, if he i»diss«t»fied, he iball Uke me^ l iud min. Editori lie, nodonht, |»eeuliittty 
•ares toeipet him ! &r John jRritfe'i trett* exposed to tdie ehioees of rmpoiitioo ; hut 
meat is, to poiat of hardship, a case ia in proportion to their liobility to be d«* 
point with the treatment of the papili at cciTed, and to the neomity of reposing 
the Vetiyrtoary CoUege. A man comes confidence in the good fniih of their correa- 
to my house/’ says Sir Mn, « eats my ' pondents, is the baseness of endeavooiing | 
mest, hes with my siffe, diahof^urt my I to poiion the channels of public inteUiji 
family, and when I ask for a cifil account gence. We cannot picture to oumelret ir 
vi afi this. Sir, tsya be, I wear a sword,'’ more despicable mbereant, than the tatn 
Wo can hardly suppose Mr, Colsmsu's who is capable of fabrioattog a piece of to* 
ooaifo nid menaang reply to bis puptl's telHgence for one Journal, sod before the 
to^tiiry to hiyo beito seriously intended ; | ink is dry with which be has perpetrated 
hntifthe l^fiior meant to be jocose, we Ibis fraud, composing for another Journal a 
** *hat Dsyosx said of|eomaaoiestion, complaining of tbe false* 
ieremy Cc^r, there iaitthet too mnch | hood to which his own tofsmy has giien 
horas*f% to hia raifiory , .. |WrU.. 


We bad some reason to doubt the ge- 
nutoenesi of the taan detailed, in the let- 
ter from Glasgow, signed “ Maxwell C. 
Calder*’ to our !^lst Number, p, 
hut as the letter alto contained matter cal' 
odated to throw light on Ute dtsgtaeeful 
^stem punned at toe Glasgow Infirmary, 
which we knew, from other sources, w be 
aorreot, we gave insenion to the communi* 
cadoo. Sobsequent information has c<m» 


Ohtfnfotum on Ott A'ntitn sed /'rratwcfll (if 
Fracturet of th* Copper Third of l«i Thigh 
Him, awii if FfttClures if hwg ttondin^ j 
tkmng [hoi Fraeinres of the Aick tf the 
Femur , and othen which occur in the Mpper 
Third of iJiii Btm, admit if heing umtMi, 

At U rettere the rnturai ptart liie 

Deformity or Lameuen, Ac. Afc. By 
Joseph A>ir¥f«uRv, Esq. London, T, and 
G, Underwood ; 10‘J8, Sro. pp. SIX 


fimed our suspicions, and iatisfied us that I TanocoH toe publicity which has been 
(he COM was fobricatod, and fobricat^ fori given to tiiis Journal to tbe proceedings of 
toe purpose oftorowtog doubt on other caij»,| toe Uodon Medtoal Society, tljp author of 
refiecting discredit on tbe functionaries of | the work before os is well known to tht* 


the iosiitutioo in question, which hsreap, I profmion as the iuveutor of au ingenious 
pearedtothifl Joumid, and toe teeurtcy oj ; apparatus for toe tieatmcotof fractures of 
which has heen fully estoblished. This the lower exirmiiies. He now brings fur- 
despicable msncetivre proves the miserable ward the results of bis experience in the use 
toifu to which toe Scotch supporlcia of a of to# machinery in qaestion. If Mr. 
“ Hole and Corner" system are reduced ; it Ametoory needed soy apology for devoting 
to ** a weak ioTeutiott of the Ottemy" whieh Ifs eipecial atteniiou to frseturet of the 
most needs return to plague toe toventor. thigh, it it to he found in the eotifesatona of 
Ihcrelatom between toe editor of a pubUc ! every eurgicsl writer, from il»e time ofCoh 
joutnsl, sod his correspondents, is one j»u$ dow nwards, as to the difikulty of ttfal* 
founded on mutual confidence, and on the | tog these acridenls without deformity. The 
presumption Uiat no greater degree of fraud j illustrious John Bell, io titming nf fxnMnit 
Of turpitude need bt* guarded against, than j of the femur, says, that »• to# iubjett to of 


FM<?f\jRES OF THE fEMUR, m 


tUit it if « oftll 

the Bicttt 4iAot4t^ JQ| ** %, 

mtehintlfiifC i iWK|^ 

tiired tliigU l^f m 

It win be peroeired from the title of the 
book, Util tbe ouCUor limits bimtelf to b 
D onsidomtio]i offrtetufef of tbe oppef tbird 
pf tbe tbigb bone, which be errenges 
under the foUowtng beads t^frsctares of die 
cerrix femoris, frectores of the trochanter 
major, and frictutes joat below the trochan- 
ter minor. But Mr. Aonesbarji , at tbe tame 
time that he allows the propriety of dirid- 
ing frsetures of tim neck <»f llte thigh into 
two kinds, — those which are situated within 
the capsule, and those w'hich are external, 
—coutends that each of the kinds adran* 
tageously admita of a suhdirision. He 
saja,— 

*' Those fractures which occur entirely 
withiu the synovial capsule, roighi be divid* 
ed into fractures witiioul any considerable 
laceralioii of the close covenngs of the neck 
of the bone, and into fractures accompanied 
wiili an extensive laceiution, or complete 
division of these cowTiegs. > ractut^eX' 
ternal In the caf^ulc might also he dimed 
into two kinds, one of which is uccompauied 
with little or no lacetatioii of the iuTesttug 
soft parts, aud the other with great lacera* 
tion, or complete division ot them/' 

Fractures sc thia part may also be com^ 
) lete or ioconipkte ; aud these, again, may 
he transmse, oblique, or com minuted* The 
coniplete fracture of the tihgh>bone, if 
itansverse, is usuany situated againat the 
head of the bone *, aad if oblique, iu moat 
frequent direction is downwards and out* 
wards. 

'i'he subject of fracture of the oervis fe- 
moris being ao highly important, -~^se, in* 
deed, on which so much atteutiott has been 
devoted during the last few years,— 'We 
ahttU. in our analysis of the pifsent work, 
cluacly follow the subdiviaiuus of the au- 
UtoCi and thus carry our readers onwatda 
with him, Uiraughout the wliolo course of 
hit rstmoaiug, uud detail of facts. 


Fmim§ 4 the (krtkFenmUwUlm the Of* 
moeempmed by my eontuMlt Ime- 

nUm^theMvesfiiigmmbrmiet. 

Of this accident the author himself has only 
seen one instance, which ocouned in a pa* 
tient who died from erganio disease, shortly 
after the accident* The symptoms of the 
injury he atstea to be very ohKure ; 
patient may he aide to- exert considerable 
power in;0ie limb ; there is but little, or no 
shortening; tbe foot may or msy not be 
everted ; and, lastly, wemasy or may not be 
able to elicit crepitus. 

** We must depend, in a great measure, 
upon the history of tbe casef^lfto whieh we 
should int^ttire m^t minutei}^:! A great and 
sudden diminutioit of power in the limb, 
referred jprtneipaUy to ita upper and inner 
part, and occttfxiii|i; imnmdia^y Mter tlm 
tndictioA of an inyury, of that deteriptloa 
which usually priraacea fraeture of this 
pan, mtiit be regarded aa a aymptom of 
coasid«rd»le importance. There is tender* 
ness in the joint, and aome pain experienced 
iu the soft p«m in the direction of tUe i«e- 
tineus muscle, and tlie tendon of the pinmi 
magiius and iliacus intemus, and aometiaiea 
in tbe hollow behind the trochanter. The 
patient may be able to tum the limb in* 
ward or outward ; he may be able to bend 
it upon Uie pelvis, but not wiUiout pain, 
and a remarkable sense of wftkness in the 
joint. 'I’he dose coveringa may yield to as 
to altow of alight eversion and diglit shorten* 
ing of the limb. The swelling in these 
acmeets is not Likely to be great, unlesa 
the ffatroundmg parts are much injured by 
r^e blow, or other force, which occasioned 
the ^acture. That which occurs it con- 
hned principally to the joint* When these 
aymptoms exist, we might, i tliink, fairly 
SUi^t the existence of s fracture ; but* in 
order to make ourselvea more jcertain, we 
should examine the limb very attentively, 
rhis ahould be done, however, with the 
utmost caution/' 

The fractured ends of tbe bone, in Ihfr 
accident, being held togetlier by the perioa^ 
toum and retlected membrane, it is obvioai 
that these are iu danger of laceration, if Ihc 
limb be roughly aad tiicauviouBly mofed, 
Bending the limb upon the pelvis, bearing 
upon it, and hxtending it, are tUerefort 
measures to be avoided. 

The author next propends to a couaidef 
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ftfloa of tbe «o<t« In wliick tlio jMirti iro iotti<rffWiloddo»Uf® 

nduri»b^ both bo&re asil the toll* aSKrtit# ihw wb<^ ibo WBwifi 

flent, tod bo gireitptata to illmtiito tb« tt(Mirty? trt* 

mtoni^r m wMeh wrteHHt nmtf^ in th§jmgti»f mumntii hf ^ m u 


imimmm twi w^lirfatt, ^ • 

difootioA tNm fbt lt«clk«ftten to tbo iitM 
(tf (ho ; tml I tteoiid pUtu alto, lo 
mhm thtt foiiols tikbg: tht ilmo rb«fa« 
in th« iodtior of duo bine. Itio irtofio# 
whieb (Alt lofo the tr|tmeato« If tot tt» 
ao oatmntiy lainotii* that, •• Mr. Awot* 
httry toty chftt'ctly olttertot, wo ctnnOt 
tuppote the held of the hone, ttndf'f owU* 
nwy cireuwataaoet, dtrivet any coottder- 
able nottrithittent ftoin thit mrce. .‘SiieJi 
beinl the m^e to which the head and 
neck of the bo»o are oonthdtcd, thoi 
effet t of a complete freetOTO of (lie eeck 
within iho capaule will he a dimion of 
ihoae vfMela whieh enter the bone o» the 
tiochaoiei aide of (be fracture, and, «m* 
sequeo^y, the Butritioii of the pelvic fior- 
don will he., to aoo»c citetit, cut off.— 
Hence anaea the lm|)ortaut queittoa, how 
far doea the diminution of the (]uaiitity of 
ttounahment, natarally sent to the pelvin 
portion of bone, infiuence the repoTativc 
proceaa I 1 he upper end of the bone, we 
admit, if placed under different circtUKt* 
•tancea from a fractured end of bone in 
o^er eitmiioni, eitemal to a capaule, hi^ 
catiae, in the latter cases, blood ia equity 
dimribated through each of theenda; mill 
we have to eonaider, whether oaacoui uniod 
ill the former, it phyatcaHy imposethle. 1*he 
retBoriing employed by onr author on ihta 
subject is perfectly just j after stating that 
U ia a general law for fracture# to unite more 
or lest ripidly, accotdiug to the quantity of 
blood that supplies the parts, and illustiat* 
iug this psition by the difference in the 
rOfitrative process of the young and of the 
bid, he applies the argument to the case 
immedinely io question. 

Fmdun gf the Cervix Femri$ wUhin the 
Synovial Otpaile, in which the mertnut of the 
Boar are nmty, or yutJi, dtcidrd.— The eyrop- 


follow:— 

•'The retraction of the limb It usuatly 
from three quafteviof an tneh tn an inrh and 
a haif ; eemtwmiy^ in tl»o recent 

•tatepf the iojttry, it is not more than an 
inch, there is eteraJon of the at- ; 
tended wiUi great dimittutMm Of (he ^rtiwm ' 
of the limb; tii« patfooi, howerer, i« abli 
abSt* til roll it inward, lo far as to bring the 
foot from it* everted position high eocugh 
to place the limb in that poaition whieU 
might be called supine, or in which the hall 
1 of the great toe nud the lupftior anterior 
I i^pifioot process of the ilium are in a atrsiiiht 
hce wiiii the huigasis of the hmly. The 
piiticHt can alvi bead ihe limb a liitle upco 
the jhIv}*. but net wiih iut great pain, when 
the fracture is in the recent slate. He t%* 
jierifnces psun oppoaitr tin! luscitiou of the 
}><<;•, ,.s magnum b;jti tliacnn inlerriUf^, W'l»i< h is 

inctcaiuMl wIm.'U the hmh i« henl upnu the 
|M:iv»s, (‘8|H’Ctaisy r^h»'t^ it is, «l ihe same 
time, luhlucttHi and iin'cried. Ihe limb 
might he readily drawn dfwn lo it* proper 
length, but, »* soon os the ejtlension is 
I discoutiri ued, it betonicH aijain retracted ; 
and might he passivtdy moved in every 
diretiion, but not wiibout produang pain, 

: WhM the limb is reduted, the troctiauter, 
Ihiitcad of moving in a circle, is olisorvedl to 
roll, os it were, upon a pivot. Ciepitnis may 
generally 1 m» felt when the liiiih is flrawn 
down, and theu rotated, while the liead of 
the bone is lixeii hrmly in the acetabulum, 
by pressing upuu it with tlie luigers over the 
i froot of the joint.” 

I Mr. Amesbury is of opiuion, that althougU 
oversion ia mon common, no one position 
of the foot cuo be Mgarded as an mvartable 
attendant on fructurc of the cervis femoris. 
He has seen cue instanco in which the foot 
wa* upright, and lie alludes lo another 
where it was inverted, J« resjicrt to the 
crejntua, be think* that surgeons sometimes 
fail to diseever it, in consequence of making 
an eramioation, omittitig to draw 

the limb downwards, and then to rotate it 
while the head of the boneia fixed in the 
acetabnlum by meatia of the fingeri* 

We have already explaiued the mattttilir 
in which the head of the bone oatunilly re« 
ceivea its supply of blood, and (he effeet ^ 
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fSm lk«ek ^ m 
tNjtfte; in tuitkkg nf i fHnn^ of itui 
iuppijr* 

citMi «f Imitwin nll^nnfvln te wh«» 

ih« inteitiAg mtinbfm imih^ entiif^ 
tb«r« i« tlill ncon^dmiMe nnmW of Uood 
v«mli fnmnn^; ftkttg it tn lbn Itead of 

E ‘ ; ind t])it IlieMi Infeilinf with the 
I hipnohei of tho Ug^ontnn teres, »t« 
mmtm of nutrition then tr(i. Bnt, 
in the sioond khidof seetdent described bjr 
the author, the veseels which fSM along the 
pntostewn and refieeted membrane are torn 
through, within tibe osaeous aikbstance of the 
neck, and epnamtuenUy the head of the 
hone being insulated from the abaft, it can 
only receive nutrition hy the eessels nf the 
round Hgaineau This is a {joint much dwelt 
upon as an argument against the nni<m by 
hone I it is, however, in our estimation, 
altogether inconclusive, and we must do 
Sf r. Amesbury the justice to say, that lie has 
completely demolished the strong hold of 
lus advertarieo^ho has indued hooked the 
{jrohoais of the Surgical Leriathtn. 

Two other causes hwve been mentiottod 
by Sir At Cooper, as tendtog , in a miner de« 
gree, to prevent the consolidation of tbo 
fractttied ends of die bone, nsmely, ** wsnt 
of proper apposition, and the abaenee of 
continued preasurSt’* I'o which aays our 
author, might be added a foutth cauae, 
want of real." 

The anaents had a saying, ** twiuu to 
fmiss,'" hut truth, in the present case, is not 
so deeply hid. lu the *' miuor causCiS,"' as 
they are designated, are to be found Uie trus 
rec^ious fot non*uiuott. due plan of treat* 
ment has been pursued, and one cwnoa 
ed'ect has been observed, nttnely, a h’ga> 
tuenious, inatead of a bony tinioai thd la* 
furenes attempted to be drawn is that nature 
is at hittlt* ** Change your tnodf of treat* 
meat; do not blindly pursue that Wbidi !»• 
oonftssedly led to evil residti,” ssys Mr* 
Ameabury, Aro, (say the bigots and dog* 
itatklii) bony unimt rasnot take plaoo-*tlus 


Htnurnioed, and whiMoever bdieve^ ka^ 
** | >i emi to be kieked out of the 

We sW pass ou#^ the detail of loar 
eaaea related by ^ author, iu wiiidt oa^ 
•totii anton waa fouad to have taken 
place, aa our readeia, fmm the ahnoat innit* 
metable discodlions on tba fubjeet, are, 
doubtlesa, fami1ia% wirit the particulars. 
We may^ however, briefly rmsrk, Umt the 
case of Mr. ChOrleyv Of Leeds, jm the m€»st 
oQuolative, la respeet tp the ipieattoa, how 
far it may bo advisable to piodnee osseous 
union, teeing that in the fbax eases alluded 
to there waa equal lameneaa W lalhose^i^^ 
where a tigamentousunioa hiilien eibdlOdj 
I Mr. Ameabury v«ry|tistly oonlendi, we have 
no right |q infer th|it no better results eoit ^ 
! obtained. The dt^rmity whieK has been 
! found, wlliather union htd taken jdaee by the 
I intervention ef Ugament or el eattua. triaei 
’from absorption tlw of the linip, 
which, in the opuriin of the author, is nohS 
necessary result Of {ksetore, but oomuionly 
prodoeed by the irriiatiott which is kept up 
in the joint fxom the impei^lioii of thu 
treatment adopted. 

IVueiiirsv / tM Ntek ^ tks Thigh Ma/n n* 

ttraui Ui rit« CapmUi, wiihmit cs^eimtidieaUc 

htmthm ff the Perioitatm, 

** When rim hractiire, (seys the au^or,)la 
not Utlanded with Uneratioa, riie symptoiia 
are so similar to those which are ob^xted 
when the hone is broken within the capi^e, 
wititotti any cooriderable injury to the otoae 
covtriit||« that U will be found, in maay 
cases, oiceedingly diflScuU to disungniim 
them from one another. The besc aurgetms 
sometimes fail m their diagnosis as tpirim 
situation of the fracture ; and 1 am liof sc- 
quaittted with any tymptoms ueQompiutjihkg 
this aeddent which are, ia evety iiit4mriie« 
sufficiently marked to enuble the sdentilic 
lurpon to say that the fraoture is eateriii} 
te rn capsule/' 

^ tkt tmtx FouoHt, mfwdal lo 
tkf Capmkp irith gmt laeiwtfiMi tf ih$ m* 
mUNdmg psits. 

The synptoifil wlddi charueterise this 
accident are simiisr, for the nuvst ^ari, 
to ihOM wiuch aoeumpiny ffaeturea of 
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tiw cervi* within the cnjwile, iitenied 
with licmtien of the cloee coteiinie, 
but in iddition there ia generally iiiindt 
tmneUkcticA of the earrounding parta, and 
ecebymoeia, which rarely occur when the 
Iractttre ia entirely within the lynotial 
ttenihraae. In? eraion uf tlie foot ia an oe* 
caatonal eymptoin. 

FmUim ^ ih Trodm»t» jI^ 
lltcse are either transverie or oblique j 
they aay be complicated with fracture of the 
cerfufemona» and occasionally fractures of 
the trochanter major passthrough the femur 
ao ps to diride the neck of the hone uid the 
UtM^nter ftom tlm shaft, these two parts 
lemainiog naturslly coittecled. 

kbit tkt fradianttt JUiwr, 
The upper portion of bone in this case is 
aooiewhat abducted and Wnt upon the pelris, 
in ione caaes tp JUieb au eaient as to form 
neaily a right wilh iJie lower portion 
Before entering ujKtn a consideration of 
Rte treatment necessary to he pursued iu the 
tarioui accidents previouily detailed, Mr. 
Amesbury concisely inreStigatcs Uie merits 
and demerits of the mechanical means usu* 
ally employed ; the short apUnts ; the double 
inclined plane; Desault’s and Bpyer^ ap- 
parattts* The method purtoed by A* 
Cooper, of [dacing a rolled pillow oad^ lhe 
knee, in cates of fracture wdthin the capsule, 
is eery well shown, by a di^sram, to bw a 
decided tendency to sepafata the broken 
aurfaces. 

We could not here give an adequate written 
representation of tlie apjiamius which Mr. 
Amesbury eniployt in the treatment of fine- 
tores of the upper third of the tiugh* It is 
enough to say, that in many respects it ». 
lamblef the fracture bed of Hanold (in use 
at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital}, and rimt by 
varying the anghm it is adapted to moat of 
the ionidents we have dearu'ihed. Both of 
theae machiuea are, however, in our 
opinion, Ihr inferior to the nsvoLunu nan 


invented by Mr. Jaanann, of Hotriton. 
The remain^ (nearly ose*third) of the 
volume it oc^pied with ohservatione on 
the nature nnd treatmentof un-uoited frao- 
turea. The author ia decidedly of opinion 
that the cause of lon-unioa is, for the most 
pan, purely local ; and in oondinmUon of 
thii he statei, that of filty<iiz caaea of non-j 
union which he hat witneiaed, only four oft 
the patiento were in a bad state of heslthfl 
Uie remaining dfty ‘two having been robust 
and vigorous. Acting upon the belief that 
the cause of non-union did not exist iu the 
oHistituUon, Mr. Amesbury conceived that 
by exciting the action of the parts, and pro* 
duemg absorption of the adventitiotts de- 
posit, he should efiect union. 

'* But, (he says,) how were these desi- 
rable objects to be accoinplialied ? It oc- 
curred to me, that they could not be so well 
effected by any oilier pluu as by the influ* 
eoce of local pressure. Strong pressure 
produces inflammation ; and, at the same 
lime, absorption of tlu? parts which are 
pressed upon. Pressure 1 could readily pro- 
duce and keep up, for as indefluite period ; 
and , at the same tune, maintain the parts in 
a state of quietude, by the contrivances 
already in my passeasion. I now wanted 
facts only to prove or disprove the validity 
of my leasoniu;;.” 

The reaulta fully demonatrated the cotrect- 
neaa of the reaaoning, for of seventeen cases 
of non-union treated by the author, he suc- 
ceeded with lixteett in producing eonso- 
iidation of the bone. Six of these initancea 
of non-union were of the humerus, two of 
the fore-arm, four of die femur, and four of 
the tibia. 

From tlie copious analjaiswhiebwe have 
given, our leaders will, of tbemaelvea, be 
enabled to form an estimate of the value 
of Mr. Amesbury ‘s work. It will, no doubt, 
be iu thf hands of every surgeon, inasmuch 
aa all must have felt the difllculty of treating 
fnwtureiof the ttp|H*r third of the ihigli-hooe. 
Jim©, the great teit of all thinga, will prove 
whethar the methods recommended by Mr* 
Ameibury are effectual, and if they should 
so [irove, a most important detidcratttm baa 



ERYSrPELAS. 


been in i dif^tbrsndi 4^ lurgu^; 

tbuf Witt tbe rank 

impraror of bit tod, conte* 

quontiy/it tbo b^ftctor <tf l»i«akt&d. Oae 
word of parting; advice « / 'more in lorrow tbim 
i« anfer,’* we mutt toMr.Anetbury. 

l/et bim avoid the coxcombry of afixing a 
string of worthleta titles to bit name ; the 
best are but as ** sounding brnsa ;** but we 
^apprehend that no possible respect can be 
obtained, by calTmg himself Conaultiog 
burgeon** to the Royal Union Association. It 
would have been better even to have allowed 
the s.of a farmer volume, to remain. 


ST, BAHTHOLOMEW'S hospital. 

IJaI Patimtt admittnl under the Gire</ Mr. 

Karkf November 6 . 

Baldwin t HVird, No. l.-~ Henry Hioinlev, 
ajiai. Ih, severe inllHmiitHtiou of the riglit 
knce'joint from the blow of a cricket ball. 

No. d.~£. K., mtat. gonorrlKra. 

Xxi^in-ui' IVarii, No. 1,—T. W., wtat, 20, 
gouorrixrs, and excoriation of the inside 
of bo lit Uiighi. 

No. 2.-- J. B., «)ta(. ibt chancres end 
gouorrhtca. 

No. 8. — D. S., sstat. 22, bubo in the left 
groin. 

No. 9.— .1. M,> atat, 18, extensive in* 
ilnmmatiott and swelling of the coverings of 
the penis, papillary eruption over the whole 
body. 

No. 1 1.— W. mtat. 24, enlarged glands 
of the right groin, 

SUweiCt If «nf , No, 1 1 . — Mary F utter, oitat, 
.*K), iiaiulo in ano. 

No. 10.-~S. S., «tat. 50, sore ihroar.hubo, 
and mercurial eruption over the whole body. 

EUuibeth** Wufd, No. 1.— Mary titles, 
mtai. 2d, inflammation of the right hip- 
joint from a fall. 

No. 1.1.-*Sarah Wheeler, mtat. 24, in* 
flamed bursa of tite right knee. 

PatmceU MVd, No. 4.— M. Rn »tat, 18 $ 
No. M„ wiat. 18 ; No, J., 

«?tat, t9; No. 7.^1!. P., wtat. 20 ; No. 9. 
—M, If., mint. 86 i all with gonorrhoea and 
excoriations. 

VATAI. CASIS oe XltYStt'ELASi AUO OfiAtll. 

^ John I*ike, aitHt. 40, a*a8 admitted ou 
lueidav the 4th inat. into No. 6, Henry the 
Eighths <^back) Ward, under Uie care of 


119 

Ifv. Lawrence* Tli8 {mHsnt ami Uieyhavef 
^ n coid waggon, of rather sliort atatiire^ 
imiiMrkably musoulsf and ationg^ and ap- 
peared lo have been a hard worker , as watt 
as a hard drinker. FeeUng rather tmweil, 
he presented hitntelf as an out* patient the 
day before his admission to the Hospttai. 
Twelve ounces of blood erere taken from Ilia 
arm, and he fainted. On recovering he 
went away ] told to return ifpiin on the Ibl- 
lowing day . On ]^esday he felt worse, and 
was Mxkitted. ifU right bihd presented 
an erysipelatous appeanutoe, with a spot on 
the Mck of it, as if it had received a bloiri 
be was not aware of its baring sustaiited 
any external injury. He was ordered to be 
bled again to sixteen or eighteen ounces ; 
but twelve only were taken fVom him by 
the dresser, and twenty •four leeches applied 
to the hand and am. Ho had a dread of 
being bled. 

o. H^f-past one o’clock, be baa jeat 
been Vhdted by Mr. Lawrence. Ukieoliu- 
tenanee it sottiewhat vrild and apxiovs, and 
his mental facalties becoming impaired, so 
that it is difficult to get a satisfactoTy state- 
ment from him. He says that the drat ui* 
convenience he fell in Iti* hand or arm iTSs 
on Sunday. The luind and f 0 re*arm are ibw 
considerably swollen and inflamed, 'Ihe 
dorsum of the band seems inclined to slohgh, 
to the extent of about a half-crown piece. 
l‘he erysipelas has spread over the whole 
of the chest and abdomen. The redneta ip 
those parts, bowever. has some what a pn- 
pitt&ry appearunet, and Mr. Lawrence itaa 
not made up his mind as to its exact nmmre. 
Tongue brown uid coated ; pulse 84, and 
full, though compressible. Me is evidmitly 
m a very precarious state. Ordered to be 
bled again, the bleeding to be regulated by 
the state of the pulse, and the opening meffi- 
cine to be repeated. Twelve ouncea moie 
were laken-from the arm in the course of 
the ai^moon, and a dose of calomel and 
jabkp adrnini stored. He became delirtmts 
atfive o^hitti in; the evening, and so out- 
rageous that the strait w'siitcoat had to be 
put on. At seven v.m., the dix^aaer took, as 
he states, ten ounces of blood from tlie ttun* 
{>ora} artery. Thb, however, did uot appear 
by the board on tlie patieut’a bed, (though 
unquestionably thn temporal artery had been 
opened,) the reason usaigiied betne, that 
this }>ortimi of blond was taken away by biin 
on a visit, not A cold lotion urmi 


• What this means may ptobably puiale 
Mt.R. to explain* la it, at this Hospital, 
not to he considered the duty of the dressers 
to nttend the patients at any and every 
momeni the danger of their aituuiiou niuy 
requite luch attendance, and either Umm- 
selves to adopt, or iusiautly to scud for the 
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tU body w» exw'mil by Mr. ^]fd» tt 
1*11*^0110. Thelimwiiowam^lf 
; iB# ^d tUe tppeOTwico of tiwit of ■ utMn 
’i ; it, o» wott a» the kiduoyoi ww 
i^ly •dfeerentto the adjoining pwietea wd 
peritoiieom,iHit the adheaiooa were decided, 
ly of a chionio BiUtre. There woe abanl 
an ounce of loM witliin the pericardium. 
The n*ht •uride of the heert to Med 
with hiood. Mid eery flaccid, There wae 
more hiood in Uic «evei|l viacera, when cnt 
into* limn i* ujmidly deiecied-,^^^ death, 
and the veeaeb thi^hottt were miich dia- 
tended. The tracimoid membiimo of the 
hrain w*a opaque, and a imall quantity of 
hloody fluid waa obaerted between it and 
the pia mater. No pus. hut a conaideiahh 
quantity yellow fluid* eacaped on cutting 
through the integuiuetiia o! the diaeaacd 
ami. tTie auperfieial teins of this arm 
seemed more hardened than natural. Me 
evidently, for a considerable time, bad la* 
honred under a large scrotal hernia j the sac 
was fuoud filled with omentum. 


CASS OF aiMFlI OlStOCATlOJf nETWBSU Tilt j 
nrta awd sixth ckrvical vaRTtea*. 

James Hulford, mut. 4:i, ‘a tlMck *,aat 
mniculffr man, was adroiUed into Piumim'i 
Ward, under the civre of Mr. Lark, cm hlom- 
day evening, November 10, at eight o’clock, 
with an injury to tire cervical vertebim, 
consequent on a fall from a cart into 
the street, upoo his head, while engaged 
in levelUog the grain with which the 
cart was loadt d, A depression was teit 
about the fifth emical vertebra, but no 
fracture dUtmguwhable. There was com- 
plete paraiyeis of tlw upper sod lower ex- 
iramities, difficulty of respirstioo, which was 
parfomed enurely by the diaphragm. 

lU The urine has been drawn off witli, 
th# citheter, and an enema of toft soap 
given, but no motion has followed. The ab- 
domen is greatly distended w*ilh flatus. Mr, 
Eark has endeavoured, for a cousiderahle 
period, to itimokfe the inteslinus tbroo|h 


surgeon, that Im inSy have recourse to the 
most active Ucatm^t the cucumstsoces 


CASE OF pttMiCAfiow AUl) rnstJTcn* Of 
till canviCAi. vnnTsnnA;. 

I John Taylor, mtat. 63, waa admitted at as* 
ven o’clock on Tueadav evening, the lith 
instant, into Powell’s Ward, under the care 
of Mr. Baiie, also with violent injury sut- 
taiued to tl»e cer' icd vertebrae by a fall into 
the street, upon his head, from a scaffolding* 
He liugered till three o’clock on Thursday 
rooming. He likewise beeame ty»|iattitic, 
and hud great difficulty in respiring. I ho 
paralysis here was uot so complete as m 
the former case. Knemas were resorted to, 
b«it the bowels remumed unmoved. Pria- 
pism attended both cases ihroughout. 

P,uf'i«ort#iw luunjinalitoi. 

This was fAindncted so (juktlif, sod, at such 
an unufuoi time, that we had only an op- 
iwiuuity of collecting the fidlOWing desenp- 
lion of appeuraoccs from Mi. Earle i C/i- 
M?w«. on Friday evening. The first case he 
considered highly interesting, iuaitmuch as 
it showed a fHfrfect instaooe of limpfe dhW- 
auon, without any fracture. I'he dislo- 
cation was between the fiftli and sixth 
cervical vertebrse. The calibre of the canal 
was dimiaialied to about half its extent j 
the medulla spinalis was much bruised, and 
blood dilFused into iu substance ; the mem- 
branes of the .spinal marrow were uninjured ; 
there was a rupture of the lignmentuiu 
fiavura, between the dislocated vertefirw, 
and a small imriion of cartilage, at the very 
lop of one 01 rhe oblique j>roci'SSe8, torn off ; 
but Mr. Earle could not supposo lids any 
thing like sufficient to deprive the case of 
the character of a siaij'k diaiocatiou without 
fracture, Mr. Lawrence met with a similar 
case last year, and Mr. Earle thought, if 
extension of the head had been made, and 
reduction effected, there might have beeu a 
ohanoe of recovery. 

Itt th# Mat ase, there was a complete 
fractuFe, Uirough the articular processes, of 
one vertebra, and an entire diilocalion, 
without fracture, bc;tw#en tlie sixth and ae« 
ventli cervical. The fdiro-cartilage was 
completely torn from between the bodies of 
the last. I be spinal canal was not so muoU 
narrowt'd, nor had tlm spinal marrow sus* 
taiued AO much ilBifury, as iu the furmul |tt* 


stance. 





CAtt OF VAUlCOSettXeift OF tHi BIOWT I.KO; 

JNPLAMMATtOM iVFFBFftlli# VFON VI* 

NE8ECT10N, AND 9ILAFIt. 

Ann TiUiilg/ jBtit* 13^ • Mimtit from tiif 
country, wa« admittod, Octol^r 31, into 
Faith i Word, under jjwa nf Mr. Uw* 
retic6,'«om&3tdniiig of a farlcoae utcer 
on tha inai(de of iite right leg. Statea that, 
fdr the Ituit six yei^a, ahe has observed a 
hdilatcd vein on tl»e inshle of the leg, and 
list, for a long ^dd, % aml^ dark spot, 
rhich suhsequeoiijr became the seat of the 
ulcer. These never troubled her. uor ocoa* 
aioned any iyatn, till about a month ago, 
when, after a hard day’s waslung, as she 
vvas proceeding up stairs to bed, the dark 
spot burst open, and a good deal otblood fol- 
lowed. The haemorrhage was stopped by a 
gentle compress and bandage. In the course 
of a week she was able to resume her usual 
work. In another week, the Ramc pan 
opened again, ‘oud, in the former (iiantter, 
the bleeding was arrested. In tlte coarse 
of a few days aubietjue.ntly, the limb hav- 
ing hr com« niflamed and painful, two dozen 
of imheS were applied , and five grains of 
calomel, combined with jalap, wer»j admi- 
nistered, SHiivatiot) was produced, the leech- 
bites ulcerated, and, ever since, great pain 
has been experieiieed when she has been in 
the erect position; Uterefore she has been 
parCiaUy ounhned to bed. rhc ulcer is only 
about the size df Utc disc of a shilling ; and 
ahe says about a <;oar* of blood, iu the 
W'hole, has been discharged from it. 

Ordered to be bled ad Jxyj, to have a 
bread -and -water poaUko to the kg, a dose 
of house medicine, and five grains vfpii. hy- 
drarg. every night. 

Nov. 1. Three gfains only of the pil. hy- 
drarg. were givew last night, w’hich have 
produced salivation ; it is therefore disoon- 
tinned. The leg looks better, iJiere is less 
iieui about it, and it is free from pain. 

y. Her mouth is very sore ; bowels mien ; 
leg much the same ; comphuus of stiffaess 
in the right arm, from which the blotnl was 
taken, and, indeed, says, that sIju kit a slight 
pain in it on the verj* evening of the day o« 
wliich veuesectiou was performed, 

.3. 'i'he from tlie orifice upwards, is 
inflamed and painful ; pulse quick, brngue 
furred, and she appears to be labouring un- 
der eymptoms of fever. On {weiatire, a small 
quantity of fluid has exuded from tlie ori« 
bee of the vein. Sixteeu ounces or i)jpod to 
be taken from the qUkt arm ; the sotine 
mixture, with a draohin of the sulphate of 
naagneSia^ and half a draidim of autimostiid 
•oldtion, every four hours, and a bread-and- 
iKniter pdultice to be applied to the infliamed 
arm. 


:4 la the mokning the arm #il lei* 
lUft amd inflamed, but, towdrds the eyehing, 
it bteanie painful to the touch, and the iiif* 
flammitioti bad exteUded. Twenty leeeltei 
vrisre appHed. Tlie bowels are opeii» but het 
sebmatm rejenU the medicine, 

6. Has passed a FeiUesa night ; eomplainl 
of poitt and giddinesi in the held, with ge^ 
neral uneasise|e. There is aomc degree of 
induration aroimd tbe puncture ; tl« inflom- 
mation has rather fbated ; there is no in- 
flarnmetimi, nor any peui, in the fym^m ; 
tongue foul, and kupded ; pulse I40w CahH; 
mel and jalnp, and hydrarg* e. ereta, to lNk 
taken; the head to be»eharod» imd,«ohi 
lotions to be kept applied to iu 

7. Has had, last nighty tevere ri- 
gours. BIxfeen IfecheB bavd l^ applied 
to the arm to-day; it exhihils a m 
puffy appearance, though tlielii is no eir- 
cumscriWd phlegmonotia tumour. Com- 
plains of great faintnesi, and sinking ^ 
the stomaoh ; the heed ftve from pain j tkd 
tongue IS furred, and dry, with a breWn 
crust on the middle, sorties of the moth 
and lips ; piilae qtdrk, hut coynpressible ; 
the countenance pale and clammy, Witb 
;>erspiratiou. This evening the (briner me- 
dicine has been ordered to be diseontinued, 
and five grain* of Dover's pwder to ’be 
taken immediately, aud every four bourn. 

0. Tltia morning, having passed a eoiR** 
fortahle night, felt much beUef| Ths boWn» 
els liaving beeu rallter coDfinedm the oouvfs . 
of the day. the conunon salt enema* with t^ 
drops of hudauum, was administered, nnd 
was followed by green and offensive defec- 
tion*. Towards tlie close of the liay she haa 
complained much of nausea, but has been 
relieved by voiuiting. She hii taken Momtf 
broth ; complains of a little giddineat in ihe 
head; pulse aoft, and KM); thennnseemg 
entirely free from tnflammatioti, 

9. t 4 kst night was restless. Was much 
fatigued tSis lbrenoon, by gctunf up to have 
the bed made. Btilse 1<#0. I’he month 
very dry ; the edge* and tip Of the longue 
moist ; she has ^eat thirst. Complains 
greatly of atififness in the arm, and inabUlty 
to movO it. IVepeat the DoVt^'a powder. 

10. Has passed a tolerable night* Bow^ 
rather relaxed. Fulio 130. Feels 
iwross her shoulders. Hus agmii had rigmirt^ 
Perspiration over dm face, with tliiratiuemt* 
The arm again a Uttleinflamed, to wbinh isii 
leeches niv to be applied. 

1 1. The tigours hate been 'sa^rtt ftequent. 
The skin cool and cUinnty, Pulse IH, 
Bowels have been opened three or four 
times. Discon It lute the former medicine, 
and take <iuinuie every four hours. 

13* Ih the morning ahe had so farndlied 



SS* NO HEBNU^" NKVEY’S SilKGERY." 


tUt some hopes. of xeooyery were en^*, 
titined^ bat toval^ jaib'ht these «U fenilhi 
e4* The pulee has become extremely qOLch 
•fid dutterio^; the bruiim oppressed* sod 
she can only answer questions erith diffi- 
culty. The feyer has sasunied i typhoid 
type. In a state somewhat sioular to this 
Ungen^ till four o*cU| A,k*t on the 
}4th» when she expired. 

JEnnffiindiim Ten Hottn after Death, 

© 

A very small bnnioh of the utu tapheaa 
was found to oonnuuncate with the ulcer in 
Ibe leg. 'I'he medyian basilic vein of the 
riglil aim in^med* and the calibre oblite. 
rated for about an inch below* and an inch 
aed a half above* tbe puncture. The orifice 
of the punotare open. A small quantity of 
matter extended underneath the fascia 
coyering the Uceps. In tlie vein accom* 
panying the brachial artery, abscesses bad 
mimed in yarioiis situations, fcom wluch 
bxud^ small portious of pus and blood. 
This cemdition* and the infiammadon of tlie 
vein, extend op Ip within an inch and s 
half of the axilla. The iotpriml cutaneous 
%rfe* scoom}»anying the yein, greatly soft- 
esMtdf agA very yaaeular in its sobstunce at 
the diseased portion of tlie veih. The brain 
healthy *, a small quantity of fiuid in the 
lateral veotricles, as well as within the peri- 
cardiam* and with the exception of slight 
mflammation of the mucous membrane of] 
the smdB inteathies* no other morbid ap- , 
pearanoe, either in any of tbe veins or any ! 
pan of the subject* wss detected. | 

It is but right to state, that bo 
blama whateyer is to be attributed to the 
dresser. There probably is not a more 
casefidf Btienrirt. and iatelHgent drestwr 
miendthg the bospiul than Mr. Snowden. 
Tjhs lancet used* on tbe occasion* was per- ^ 
fectly clean* and in the best eonditton. Mr . | 
Lawrence til sloag stated, that the ifsi]*' ! 
tons wiueb followed the op^ttuB must | 
have been owing to the pcutiir cornfirion | 
of tlie patient. He remembered having iqitd ; 
a lancet which he prised very highly, In I 
eonaequenee of its being one of the best ' 
be ever had ) he bled one lady ten times | 
with it, without the slightest ill conse-j 
cpienee ditlowiag; and immedistcly ufler i 
wsrds used it. l^csute it was his best* toj 
oped I vem in a gcntlemsa's arm, who} 
was afterwards stticlied preeisely as the; 
shove patient, snd also died* He had neyer | 
known a ease in which infiaitnnatiou followed | 
venesection, whitti the patient had re-| 
covered. " ' I 


GUV’S HOSPITAL. 

OONTIXUATION Of XBX NO nSBNls” CASE* 

r Tuesday, Nov. It. The patient lias had 
no ateknem, he is ir|e from pain in the ab- 
domen, except at die lower part, which is 
slightly tender on pressure ; pulst 82 snd 
feeble, 

1 S. The wound li Ibaghy ; poultices ere 
applied. The pniM ^^hhiinuea feeble* thr 
bowels are open, abd there is no pain of th#v» 
abdomen* hut it is considerably distended 
witlt flatus. Ordered to take calomel and 
opium at night. 

U. PuUo 104 and* weak *, tongue furred j 
bowels open ; abdomen tense and tender. 

16 and 16. Much the same. Calomel and 
opium are given at night ; a dose of aperient 
I medicine oceasioually, and also some ** julep 
of ammonia.” 

; 17. On visiting the patient to*day with 
I Mr. Key, we found that the tension of the 
; abdomen had conijdetely subsided j the puUc 
was 94, and feeble. On removing the poul- 
tice, there was a discharge of matter from 
the w'ound, which Mr, K. pronounced to be 
of a feculent kind* and the assistant sur- 
geon, on smeilju^ it, eonfurmed the diag- 
nosis of the '* senior sorgsom’’ The uurse 
said, that she bad observed for tlie first 
lime, last evening, tbe discharge had aster- 
coraceous odour. 

18. Much the same. It is the opinion of 
the surgeon, that ulceration of the gut has 
taken place at the inlomal ring. 


srEtiMXK or “ nxyav's’* scbcerv, 

Kdward Kvsns, xtot, 19 of scrcfulons dia* 
thesis, w»sadmiiied into Luke's W ardon the 
19th of Nov. under the care of the junior 
sargeon. Ufiou examining him on the day 
after adtnis&tun, we found a tumoor extend- 
ing from the angle of the lower jaw to a 
short distance behind ilie mastoid procem, 
also extending upwards beliind the inmus 
of the jaw, rheie wm uu evident fluctua- 
tiou in the fmsterior part of tbe tuntour. 
When tlie junior surgeon (with the usual 
paucitY of pupitf who accompany him,) 
stw tfis patient on tlie Utb, he said that 
it Was i Tatty or ststoniiitoiHi tninouri and 
tliat thii fluid was fat. Hat failing to 0n* 
vines the pupils against tbe evidenen of 
tliett own leuws, lie punctured the sWell- 
iug, when a eousidersble quantity pua 
w»i evacuated, to the no snisll amasement 
uf the oprraiof. Here li a lobs,” and 
*’ there ia a lobe” ami here Is s lobuils,** 
were the clinical remarks of the ooeffitor, 
A jtoullice wfts applied to the wouno, 
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OSPEDALE SANTA MA^IA NEOVA, 
AT FLORENCE. 


CASIi IN AVHim TBt C.f:»AniAN OPi^*Tia|» 
WA« StCCEaSFVLtItf 

K. Zrnobini, BBttt. fS. 

Ltution,«&d who, in - 

much from rue^jif# |hl V ^ ^ " 

ftfay , the firet , 

lenarittoa. The within a ahort 

time, incrcawd to ah extraordinary degree; 
and, after twenty-four houia , the membranes 
burst, bat without being followed by the 
expuUioa of the child. After the pouent , 
bad remained in this condition for two days, 
the nudwife, wIh> attended her, aent for 
l>r. Lotti, who, after an accurate examina- 
tion, declared that the malformation of the 
pelvis prevented delivery in the ordinary 
wav ; the umbiHcsl cord, which had de- 
scended, being without any pulsation, he 
inferred that the child was dead, and in- 
sisted upon the patient's being iramedtateJy 
removed to the boepitel, in order to have 
recourse to surgical aid, w’ithOut any fur- 
ther d#lay. In the hospital, she was again 
examined ; tad it having been found that 
the largest diameter, from the pubes to the 
sacrum, waa hot more than three fingers; 
the professors of the surgical department, 
and 'of the internal oHuie, were sent tor to 
fonsnlt on the beat muana of delivering the 
patient. The Caaorian operation being 
unanimoudy resolved uiion, M. rassinari, 
one of the oldest and moat experienced pu- 
pila of the Inatiitttion,* was chosen to per- 
form it in the presence, and under the 
aiipermlendence of the l?rof«aasor«, MM 
Ucvlli, ttigetchi, Hetti, Andreini, and Mi 


[ktter divided upon it; the peiitonew 
ibdffiig thus been Udd bare, it wim bfted^p 
I by a email pair of forceps, and divided by 
the teisaara, The uterus now presented 
itself k a contracted state, and was open^ 

longitudmidly by a pibbe-poi^ 

M. Michdlacci seized the cliild a feet ; and 

while Professor Ocelli, with bis band in- 
troduced kto the vagina, raiaed its bead* 
succeeded in .attrac^ogit wi^ the greiuert 
facility. The umbilical cord was diVidiHl, 
and the placent# removed through the 
ftgina. Ibe chMw^^ «gna of 

Kfe. The edges woimd ww i^^ 

brought together, and kept in tbie Htuat^ 
by five sutures ; a tens was piooed#a«te 
lower angle, in order to promote the e^oir 
tion of purulent matter; t^ wojmd was 
covered with lint, and a unitil^ bandage. 
After the operation, the patientwaaj^osred 
nothing but fluids. During tite^ foUnwmg 
night she had a violent attack of fevet, 
asharp resiatam pulse, to which lympani^, 
vomiting, and ischuria, aooii aaoceedod; 
the abdomeu wii ^ry "tender, and 
blood escaped Atom the 


oiooa esoapeu iww ««» 7“'*—, , 

v.ginii. By wyertrf ; 

; ice-water, and emollienP WPpR tmW* 
avmptoma were h||pily s«fci«i|5 and; on 
tiie 17th, the locW flux began to appear. 
From the «0tli, much purulent matter ^ 
caped from the wound and vagina, anit m 
breasts swelled and became painful, un 
the yiat, the baniUge waa^ for the nrat time, 
removed ; the wound had completely mutw 
except at its lower angle, from which w 
lent was now rembvwl. During the to- 
lowing da»8, the fever abated ; the aivine 
exoreiions Wcamc regnilat, the patios re- 
covered her appetite, ivotwithatending which 
the low diet wm contiuued. On dm fTth, 
the sutures were withdrawn, erysipels^ 

, ^ # a M.. 


Ocelli Uigetchi, Hetti, Andreini, and Mi-jwie sutures 


on a table, M. I’sHHinsri luised a trans- 
verse fold of the in teguments, between the 
timbUieus and the pubes, and divided itovor, 
and parallel with, the median line ; a 
direelor waa now carried under the oponeu- 
rosta of llie abdominal wiiicles. and the 

• It is the praiteworthy cuatom of our 
boapUal. ibat all Ojieraiiona arc performed 
by the first pupil of the surgical depart- 
ment, provided thbi after aevcral examiua 
tions, and after Ivav in g performed ev^ tur^ 
gicid operaiioit several times on the dead 
subject, he haa shown hiniielf fully capalde 
of it <lf ton w the ytemg pi»eratar acts 
under our immediate dtrcetioii an;! stt|>erin 
tendence, so thut. at the least imeident, the 
operation may be termiitated by the pr«- 
teaaor; in fact* ho and the operatiug pupil 
, may be considi^ as one and the sam# p«r- 
aen^ The immeaae advantages of ilda prac- 
tice are appaimit; the auemiou oi the 


innaiQHinvAi'ii **c{i*» - 

but toon disappeared again. I lie «wtx 
became more coniolidated ; ott tlie 8tb Of 
June, the patient was able to leeve her bed ; 
sttd , on the ifith, she was discharged^ per- 
tecllr cured.— UipSJtefrfl gdndml d'inete- 

wis,Atc. \ 

pupil is much more attracted and fixed ; he 
ts obliged not only to inatiuct , but j^cti- 
cally to e xerciae himself ; he thus b*^ 
quiree that intrepidity, witbout which no 
surgfipn ought to ciiter into his prCamiml 
career* If there is any one who lomei by 
tbit cuatem of our hospital, it it the pro- 
fessor who renouacra the honour, and takes 
upott himself the roaponaibility of the opera- 
lion ; hut wo ate justified in niierting, that 

to it chiefly we owe a grout numtex of ex- 
ceilent praetittoaers. and moat skilful opera- 
I lora.— Jfsne di Qkt'm ifUtm dtUT. t R, 
ortepdAle di dbnte ilkrw Abewi, dd Pr^tmn 



B ATHIUIJITIIIX HOSPITAL 


TH£ BATH UNITE© HOSPITAL 

» tio. to ^0 ? 

** Bro, K tAtue of R^ork Bint will nnlut irieV men 
who5e.”-<J 01,. C.M. A«t. IL fic. I , 

To <Ai Eiitor ^ Tbb Lancet. 
tike up my pea to ndcboM yini 
fritb coneidorable hesiution and reluctance, 
the aulyect feeing one that 1 would willingly 
teaigu bto other and i»A»re aide handa. It 
Ia feowarer, a attfejecti wltieh, ot the high 
lEonrid of jnatica a«i| kunanity, demanda 
Mpoattioa and redreia. 1 allude to the 
t^tneot of out^patienta at tlie Bath 
Uuitied Hoapital. Scarcely a week passes 
witheut some application being made for 
my pfQjfeaaioaal aaaiatsnce to individuals, 
have eadeavoured. but in vain, to ob* 
taifii it the tnatitution Eluded to, that relief 
fym, or mitigation of their aiimesta, which 
they had a right to anticipate. It would 
‘rent, that unlesaacaae iabnpcrtent, i. e., of 
f»ra oecHerenee, the patient is generally con- 
signed toBtecaie of an inexperienced youUt, 
^er wfaese jadiciotii management disease 
eftamoiily proaea iouactable ; and the pa- 
tient. weitied with fruitless journeys, often 
iron a considerable distance, has recourse, 
nl length, to private proCessimtal aid ; the 
distressed applicants usually eoncluding 
tlieir appeal, with deeiariug that ** they 
vmli rather seU their M* from under thm, 
ttoi Mgm a^y at the kospiUtl," Surely this 
is a state of things tliat ought not to be 
auiered to exist. That it dou mst, I assert 
from my own experience, and will illustrate 
my assertion by s few CHses hastily selected 
from many of a similar character. 1 was 
lately called to visit a female, in the last 
stage of eaicinomatious disease of the uterus *, 
site was, in fact, so much reduced, as to ei- 
ptn a few days after my visit. This woman 
had attended regularly at the hospital from 
the commencement her compiaint, yet 
had never been iu^‘eet«f to an emminatm-^ 
never Ided, eupyed, or leeched^ and was, ulli* 
mately, dismissed with the assiunuce ** that 
sir wuid get better as ehe mlutaced in life,'’ 
©issection demonstrated tlie iitaess of this 
subject for Oscander’s operation ; the uterus, 
nltlmugh greatly enlarged, being perfectly 
free from unnatursl adhesion to the sur- 
rounding parts—not to speak of tlM pm- 
biky of effecting a care in the eutly stage of 
the disease, by prompt and suitable treat- 
ment, the greater number of cases termed 
cancerous, not being strictly so at the com- 
mencement of diseased action. 

I bave also been letfuired io lake charge 
of a case of fmciored clavicle, wmdtt^dfn 
daysiPfotid oi a bmise, and wellruibed 
with n i^mUotmg Unimenii by dirsotipn of 
the young gifitlemn’^ in aitendance Xtthe 


Bath Hoapital; And no later than yester- 
day, a man prefented himself before me, his 
mind in a state of deep depression, tus body 
covered with blotches, ahd suffering from 
nocturnal pains in his bones— the result of a 
mdraefed mrte if merhiry, administered by 
^bneof tW young geaijemen'* forblenotrlim ! 
These iirfe but a few of the cases that could 
be mentioned. That such eases are not, 
confined to my expeiienoe, but that otben 
practitiouefa; in thill n||y have iketr share o' 
the Buits of nbipUH lliu-practioe and neg- 
lect, may be safely inferred from the faot|, 
that K dUpetuary is on the eve of being 
established within a short distance of the 
hospital, ul a matter of specaUtioii, ground- 
ed on thfeae very circumitaoces. 

Witii regard to the treatment of paiients 
M the houae, if the following case, which is 
bruited about in tliia and the neighbouring 
city, (Bristol,,) be substantially correct, that 
clasa have as little reason to congratulate 
themselves on their situation, aa the out- 
patients. It is confidently affirmed, that a 
yoopg person in the hospital was lately 
operated on for stone, and died. A post- 
mortem examination demonstrated the utter 
impossibility of a stone being extracted by 
the operatmjmf aimed ; admitting it to harebeen^ 
what 1 am informed it was not, a stone eate, 
for the bladder had md been oppyd in the of>enf 
tm I ! ! the instrument Ittfing passed on 
one side of that ctscui. This being the aecond 
knmon case, of a similarly uufonunate kind, 
that has occurred in the prsoUce of the 
some operator, it haa excited a powerful 
sensation, and has called forth some severe 
remarks (from a correspondent) in the Bath 
Journal of the 19th inst., which Itilherto 
have been suffered to remain unanswered. 

It is singular euougli, and enjicimtly un- 
fortunate, that some non-proiesaional-half- 
learned smatterer, took occasion, a short 
time since, on the strength of hearing a few 
lectures delivered over the hodyofGilham the 
murderer, to write uu article iu your Journal, 
avowedly tor the purpose of extolling the 
Bath Hospital surgeons, aiut doubtless con- 
ceived he rendered them additional houour, 
by celebrating their names in coooexiou 
with what be was pleased to consider— their 
peculiar and tftecijic vtrdirs,* muck uAer the 
fashion of Scett, when alludiug to certain 
places k Liddesdale : 

“ Bilhope braes for bucks and rses, 

And carl t haugh for swine, 

And Tnrrasfef the good bull-trout, 

If he he t|en in time/’ 


* ** Of the surgecus, Mr. Eodea is cel#> 
brsted as an ophthalmic surpem— Mr. Wl- 
soo Brown ope ratal luccetsiully in hsmia-*^ 
and Mr. Noriuau in lithotomy!*'— L a ncsTi 
Vol.n.No.;i^l.pp,3C8, 
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mCASi-K. »tM}BSSAB.~COMETS. 


ftiiCAS At THE LONDON UtDiCAL «OCIEtY« 


7«<At£(2i{or^THs LAVciQti 
SiE,—At tbe Ordinary the 

Medical Society, ou the 10th inm^ ehm 
expressions fell from Mr. Lentbert/jll.ie- 
ference to ray conduct in the Society, if&h 
I deemed to be offensive, and lb 
^thsome indignation Mr. LamMdllMr^ 


explained^, so, as ^ my op^mnn, eed^^ass t& dsjtjhe Qmitldiintne pur- 


Its the opinion of ray fidenls who prtK 
siSit on that oecasio^'^iaQeieiitly apolo- 
Ibe: for the expresfteib|%i ^<<iaestiok :^and, 
Iter the breaking up of the Meeting, iipotr 
Hr. Lambert offenhg rae his hand, 1 did 
not hesitate to take it. Since that period, a 
lieport of the proceedings of the Society 
spj^redlh'i'Bs Lancet, concluding with s 
leateiw or two imputing to Mr. Lambert 
npOft my conduct, csore offensive 
(im those which hsd celled for^ mv anarv 
foeiings ;--leaviag untold the explanation 
wMeh followed. After petnaingthls Keport, 
I requested my fitiend Mr. Blcnkarne to 
*ihk upon Mr. Lambert, for the purpose of 
asking tiiet gentleman, in the most explicit 
akanner, whether I was at sU mistaken in 
eonclucUngthata aufficieut apology hsd been 
made for expressions, whicli the warmtii of 
a^ment might have elicited. Mr. Lambert, 
in llie most gentlemanly manner, aasured 
Mr. BWttkarae, that my view of Uie affair 
WM perfectly correct!. and that any thing 
Ijyke a periontd insult, or demonstration of 
an^sity, was alt^ethw foreign from his 
intention. 

Thin king it due to my character to make 
this atatement, 1 beg the favour of your in- 
serting this letter in the next number of 
yourjoumal. 

I am Sir, yours, &c. 

James Ficlo. 

Bdft Cotirt, Nov. 17, 1818. 


but after the sttisfoctory manner in which 
Dr. itocbe has, proved,* that out of twenty 
I of I>r. Mkjuefs figures in this table of mor- 
ality only three were correct, I deem it un - 
ifoceMaiy fo iaay anything in refutation of 
ienh|jP tho Siiwld. The 

^ . #hq hime^ this 

hovbJdl ' appreciate foe testi- 
fliarp of '’BSactors Miquel, Bousquet, and 
There iournaUits follow the same 


i^s fo pcJfiS^f f Bware that a. 
poftien of relurniij^lrenm^^ sticks to thet 
calomuiited, aifiti in this respect, they , 
mve foOmsOitre diieipfoi worthy of the 
Jsluifittt' school in Which they hive been 
educated. It is said that since the Jesuits 
have lost Heir ascendancy in France, M. 
Dupau is in a sute of mental alienation, 
M. Miquel is as moribund as bis journal, and 
M. Bousquet is in a condition nearly as 
desperate as that of the reverend fathers, 
since hia M^esty, Charles the Tenth, has 
been pleased to reward tbe services of M. 
^fOMSsis, by nomintfBng him an officer of 
the ttgion of honour. 

fil liave the honour to he, 

Your obedient servant, 

;v D.M.P. 

• Nottvelle doctrine medicate consid^tle 
sous le rapjwrt des Uteories ifele la Mor* 
talit6. Paris, 1827. ' ' 


MEANS OF niSTlNCUlSHlNO COMETS. 

Dr. Forster his discovered a mode of dis- 
tinguishing oiipnal from r^cted light iu 
the heavenly bpjiies, by means of vibrating, 
imperfectly, achromatic glasses, iu such a 
manner as to vary the inclination of their 
planes. 'I'his method separates tlie original 
light of fixed stars into coloured portions, 
but leaves rcfiected light of on uniform co- 
lour. The test may be applied to comets. 


ERACIICE of M. BROUSSAIS. 

To the Editor ofTm Lancet. 

[r«ANSLATION,] 

Sir,— 1 always read your excellimt; Jour- 
nal with great ]deas^e. 'Hie spiriillif can- 
ifour and independence by which il it uni- 
formly distinguished, induces me lo hope 
that you will insert in your next NtMDber, 
sreae reraarke upon an article in Ihs Lsiisi 
CET of Novembef lb, p. 3 98, taken from 
tho GotettodoSafitd of M. Miquel, purport- 
ing to he an account of % number of deaths 
St the hospital of fal do Brace, la this ac- 
count, jf/. jSroHoaU is represented nj|||ttTiog 
lostnore patients fore any of his ctMgiire; 


BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW. 

A Pocket Compeudium of Anitomy, eon- 
laiiiing a correct and accurate Peicription 
of the Uuman Body. By Edward W.tuson, 

I Lecturer on Anatomy and fthysiology, pp, 
289. 8vo. London ! Cullbw and Wilson- 
Memoir of the tefo William VVright, M.D. 
Fellow of the Royal Societies al’ Ltmd 
and Edinburgh, &e.j wHith KxfTSCts frout 
his Corteipondencev and a seleotion of his 
Faperi on Medicil red Botamesl stibjeeti. 
8voi pp. 466. Mttborgh j Blackwood- 
London : J, Cadell. 

[To he continued.] 
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LECTURES 

ON TUB 

GRAVID UTERUS, AND ON THE DISEASES 
OF WOMEN AND CHIEDREN. 

DELIVRIIED AT OUV*it HOBPITAL BV 

DU. BLUHDELL. 


Lecture VI. 

There arp> gentleiiien, two grand varieti^a 
of genital stTUCtjUrCi wbeivby impregnation 
ia accotnpUibie^i^the hermaphrodite, and 
that in which the geaitida are divided into 
two portions, of which lither ia assigned to 
a separate individual ; ' whence the species 
becomes divided into two bodies,— the male 
and iemsle. Of vegetables, most species 
are hermaphrodite ; of animals, sexual. Vet 
this rule is not universal ; the worm, the 
snail, and many of the white-blood animal 
class, possess, in the same individual, both 
the male organs and the female ; and, among 
vegetables, the almond, the hemp, and the 
tobacco, are divided inio sexes ; the dif- 
ferent parts of the sexual apparatus becom- 
ing elaborated annually upon diiierenl stocks. 

Whether generation, however, ho sexual 
or hermaplirodisaic, it well deserves re- 
mark, that Nature, almost univeisally, makes 
use of two distinct substances fur her pur- 
poses of organization ; and, in vegeiobleB, 
we have the seeds and the pollen ; in ani- 
mals, the male secretions, and those which 
are lodged in the ova of Uie female. Why it 
is tiiat the two foimiug substances should 
thus be formed at iirst apart, and after- 
wards mingled, in the fonnatiot) of the new 
structures, I am unable to di^kiu. Is there 
not, however, some great macovery latent 
here t Have galvanism, or eleclikity, any 
jfUare in the consideration of the great De- 
signer '( Time, the discoverer of truth and 
falsehood, may, i>erUaps, solve this import- 
ant queatioo. 

Two lubauucet heing geueially neces- 
Ko.t7i. 


nary, in order that^btganization may bn 
effected, it has often been inquired by pby» 
siologisu, whether it be further requisite, 
in all cases, that these two substances 
should come into contact with each other ? 
So large a question it is difficult to answer ; 
indeed we never could obtain an absolnta 
demonstration of the affirmative, unless we 
were to make our observa lions on almost all 
the different species of living structure. 

The ora of the frog are impregnated by 
the male, after they have left the body of, 
the female, w'hile they are yet on the verge 
of the vagina ; and ITembley, 1 think it was. 
interposing an impervious texture, — a sort 
of trowser, — between the genitals of the 
two animals, found that, while the rest of 
the eggs were produclive, those whi<|h 
issued from the female, while this veil was 
interjecied, were incapable of producing ; 
so that in ibis animal* nt l^st, of oviparous 
generation, iinpiegnadon ia accomplished 
by an obvious contact of tlte two substances 
w'itli each other. 

By experiments on the rabbit, I have 
endeavoured to prove this same principle, 
iu respect to viviparous generation; and I 
found, iu tlte results of those experiments, 
that, in the rabbit, and, therefore, probably, 
in all those structures which essentially 
resemble that of the rabbit,' — perhaps also 
in living bodies generally, — in order that 
a new siiuclure may he produced, the semen 
and the rudiments must come into contact 
with each other; and to this conclusion 1 
cuiue, though I set out with a very diffe- 
rent persuasion, derived from observationn 
made by n man, to whose example 1 own 
so much, — my relative, Dr, Haightou ; ao 
that it was entirely in consequence of expe- 
riments made, an^ not from any prejudices 
left on ihe mind by the opinions of my ex- 
cellent and philosophical preceptor, Uiat 1 
came to the conclusion tlrat, in the rabbit, 
at least, unless the male and female auh- 
smttbes are actually blended togeiber, a new 
atruciiire cannot be produced. A wholesome 
Scepticism is one of the eyes of Philosophy ; 
ill the communion of science, doubt is no 
crime. 

In order that ytm may comjirehend these 
expenimittia made on the mhhit, it is per^ 
S 
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EXPERIMENTS ON GENERATION. 


haps necessary to remark, that, in this ani- these operations,) an opening; was made ns 
mal, the vagina is extraordinary, both in its before, aiul the wombs ami the vagina were 
length anti capacity ; so much so, indeed, pressed through the aperture, [Jh'. Hlnn- 
that when this canal is full grown, the. fore* dell illustrated his statements by diugrums] 
huger may be iotrodueed into it, without and the parte lying witijfin reach insleml of 
much stretching, or other in jury. U should^ illTiding the nteru*, I made an incision 
loo, be further observed, that, in connection tbrough the vagina, about Jialfan inch he* 
with this vagina, she has two wombs, which low that port where it receives the tw o ori- 
are in form very like the little finger, when ficcs of the womb. Several of the animal 
incurvated in this manner, and perft^rated died frem this experiment, wdiich is a mu 
from one extremity tc the other ; the ^i^fe- rougher one than the former, owing to ' 
rior opening into the vagina by a mouth large siae off the wgina ; never 
distinct from that of, ^e corresponding ute* recovered, and were put to the male, 
rus; the superior xeteiving that oviduct, vagina being still sufiicieully capacion 
fallopian tube, which stretches from the admit of easy intercourse ; but altlmugb^^'ii^ 
womb to tbe ovary, and forms the channel aheidthy rabbit, one single union, during thoi 
by which tbe two viscera are communicat* heat, seldom fails to produce generation ^ 
ing with etch other. The two wombs, there* although in some of these animals desire 
fore, are, in the main, distinct organs. In* seemed to remain for days together, lively 
stead of the os uteri being single, there are and insatiable, yet never in one single in* 
two. ; stance were new foetuses formed ; corpora 

Well, now, in some of the experiments lutes were generated— the wombs, as in 
made, 1 opened the abdomen, above the extra-uterine pregnancy, were ev(dvtHl— 
symphysis pubis, to tbe extent of about an the waters, as before, collected in the ute- 
inch, taking care, by compression, to excite ftus— the efforts of generation were jtcwer- 
tbe contraction of tbe bladder, so that it fully made, but the mutual acces.s of the 
might withdraw into the pelvis, and get ; scmeji and rudiments was inlcrfepled, and 
completely out of the way. '1 his done, by fomill^on was tried in vain. But it may be 
a little well-directed pressure 1 urged the j objected, that sterility ensues, from the ge- 
head of the vagina, with its wombs, thiougli | neral injury inflicted on th«|euitaU in these 
tbe opening, tbe parte ihcti lying forth upon j operations, and not from Intercepted ac- 
ihe downy fur of the animal; and all this, | ccss of the semen to the Jl^ilheute; this oh* 
when the operation was dexterously per* Ijection, however, |S would be readily admit* 
formed, without occasioning much severe | tod by those who Tiadtesn the experiments, is 
psiti. The womb lying under the eye, 1 then i rather specious than sound. If the expevi* 
divided it clean through, near its mouth, oar- j roente arc dcxlcrouhly conducted, mucli in* 
Tying the incision a litiie way into the me- jjury isnot ultimately sustained ; and 1 know, 
somelry ; the divided portions of the womb, ) from experiments not to be w'nntonly re- 
iramediately after separation, moving out of ! pr ated, that wounds more severe may be 
apposition, and afterwards healing in such a itfiietcd on these parte, without producing 
manner that, at the line of division, the sterility, pfdvided the canal of the uterus is 
canal of the uterus became shut up, though not interrupted. I once, in liic rabbit, di- 
iu structure, in ail other particulars, rc* vided one womb in two plact a, the other in 
aiained healthy enough. After this opera* three, in sucit munner, however, that when 
tion, some of the rabbits died with abdomi* the parts became re-imited, the uterine ca* 
xial inflammation, in tlie way that these tni- nal was renewed, and, after the very first in- 
roais fretjuenlly do when no operation has lercourse, the animal produced as many as 
been performed ; but others, and by far the nine fcriuses, to be seen in tbe preparaiiou 
greater number, recovered completely, and jdaced upon the table. Be it remembered, 
admitted the male ; when 1 observed, that loo, that when tbe vagina was divided, the 
on tbe side where the uterus was not cut wombs were left totally untouched by the 
through, the cor/wro luieu mode their ap* knife; and, moreover, that in both sets of 
petrance, and the womb became Uticker, experiments, vaginal and uterine, the for* 
and tbe foetuses were formed ; but, on the mation of tiie lutea, tlie evolution of the 


opposite side, where the nterus hoi been di* uterus, and the accumulation of fluids in tiio 
vided completely, no fmtuses yretp formed ; womb, demonstrated clearly, that the geni- 
but corpora hitsa were generated, and, not in* tal system was powerfully excited, though 
fretjueittly, the womb was enlarged and theexcitemettt proved abortive. Nor must 
evolved, and became iiiled with water, we forget that, when only one uterus was 
There were clear marks of a generativo divided, the other, left untouched by the 
eflifcct, which proved ineffeeiual, because knife, suffered (|uite as much as either of the 
(he access of the semen to the rudiments bud wombs did under the secood set of expo* 
been intercepted. riments, in which tlte vagina only was di* 

In another set of experiments, (for it vided, mid yet fmtuMcs formed in this womb, 
seemed good to vary the cirouotttsnce of notNvitbstBuding. Furtlier, in two of' the 
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vaginal expcriincntSi it so happened, that a 'commendcil, and thankfully undergone. 

re-union of the divided parts was occom- [These operations, however, are neithej to 
plislied, the two portions being put into ; be rnshl^ commended nor condemned. Ihev 
cominunioation again, by means of an nper- j require in tlie operator niany (lualities. It 
ture os large as the barrel of a crow-quill j t the fallopian tubes are divided to ensure 
hoih these aitUmls becaino^jiregnant, and this, ! steiility, a small piece, say of a line or two 
loo, after little intercourse witli the male, length, ought to be removed, lest tlie 
'Jo conclude, these experimenU were not divided portions should again fall into oppo- 
single, but multiplied ; they were not mere sitioii, the canal becoming renewed, 
repetitions, but with varying circumstance j R has often been asked, wliether the 
they were not discordant, but consents- male fluid ever rises up to the ovary, or wbe- 
lieJus; and though 1 commenced my in- tber the mixture^kes place elsewhere . 
Ijuiries wdth a contrsTV prejudice, they left Tor myself, I incline to think that, in gene- 
icie under the full conviction, that in rabbits 1 ral, the rudimenU hnd the fecundating 
ftertainlv, and in all animals of analagous | didd meet each othbr in tlie uterus; lor 
teuerBiiou probahly, in order that geiiera - 1 the formation of the lutea, the development 
^tion may be accomplished, tlie semeh and! of the uterus, and the accumulation ot 
the rudiments must come into contact with ! water in the uterine cavities, as in the expe- 
each other. In the Medico - Chirurgical i riments narrated, aeem all of them to show, 
Transactions, vou will find a fuller account! that the rudiments may come down into the 
of il.o.e eioenVnU. 

From these experiments we may infer, j s^'nien. It IS certain, however, that the. 

that in the rabbit, corpora lutea may form 'secretions of our sex sometimes reach to the 

independently of the full excitement of the 1 ovaries. Htiysch, who examined a woman 
generative actions, and, thertfore. that in struck dead by a kni^fe when in the act of 

this animal they are not the certain evidence's adultery, found the fluid in the fallopian 
ofijnpregnaliun. By the corpora lotea, I , tube ; and granting what cannot, [conceive, 
understand those appearances nxesently i he denied — 1 mean, that there can be no 
deoioustrnted, which, wlien impregnaupn is' full formation of the fa>tus without mixture 
effected, seem to Aow themselves invaria- of the two substances, it is clear that in 
bly in that pwt of the ovary from which the i ovarian pregnancy such deep penetration 
rudiments have escaped. From these expe- must occur. Perhaps the oveTaclion of «Ue 
riments wo mty also infer, that mere ab- 1 geiiilaU, and the conveyance of the semen 
sorption of the semett from the vagina hv ■ too far, may be the exciting cause oil which 
means of the lymphatics, is insufficient lor^ extra-uterine gestation depends, 
the purposes of fonwatioti. lu one of the , Although, liowevef, in goneruuon, the for- 
vaginal experiments, the access of the se- ' nuition of the new structure cannot, perhaps, 
men to the rudiments being intercepted, ' he accomplished, without commixture of the 
impregnation could not be accomplished,!senu*n with the rudiments; yet it is remark - 
though the animal admitted the male alto- jahlo that in some species of animals, and our 
gether as munv as fifty times, mostly at in- : own among ilie re^t, vjry minute quantities 
tervuls of two or three days, or more. TJiis ; of the semen are nU-siifHciont for tlie purpose, 
doe. a remarkably fine ono of her age, was i Four impregnalimis, in which ihe hymen 
a »reat favourite with her Jioh'gamuus bus-! remained unbruken, have fallen under my 
band; but it appeared, after tleuth, that not- 1 notice, the diameter of the vaginal orifice 
withstoiiding nil these aiieropts, no firtuses ! not exceeding Ihiit of the smaller finger; 
could form — the corpoia lutea were ‘gene - 1 and this, too, ihougli the organ of the male 
laled — the wombs were evolved — the water, ' purtnl was ot ordinaiy (jmensioti, Cham- 
as usual, collected in the uterine cavities, j bon has related the case of a French 
but this was nll-ihe access of the semen to ; girl, wlio. on marrying, suffered so much 
the rudiments was intercepted at the top ofj pain, that she was obliged, in about a 
the vagina, and impregnatiou could not be j torinight nitcrwtinls, to separate frim her 
effected. Yet it is evident tliat much oi the husband, and return to the maternal roof; 
male fluid must have been deposited in the yet she became jiregnant, Molwilhatand- 
vacina, and absorbed by the veins or the ing. and produced twins. When delivery 
lymplialics. occurred, it was found that the hymen re- 

To Bome’women. impregnation is death ; muined unbroken, there being two small 
the pelvis is so contracted^ that without the apertures scuiToly larger than a surgeon s 
Cajsariau operation, delivery t a uuot beef- probe; the urethra, lunyever, was dilated, 
fected by any artificial means. In such and readily suffered the introduction of the 
women, sterility might be insWdby the finger, so that the whole nature of the case 
division of the tubes, as formerly advised ; was tendered intelligible enough. Now, 
and 1 think 1 know' of ca-Sids in which this under tliese circumstances, 1 think there 
operation, though an evil and a danger, can be no doubt that only a very small ouan- 
might, however, have been prudently re- thy of the semen could have entered the 
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vagina or uterus ; and the ratlier, because a 
separation took place between the parties 
within a fortaigUt after the marriage ; but 
still she was delivered of twins W’itliin the 
nine months, and therefore impregnation 
must have taken place in the course of the 
first few days. 

'Jo these facts I may add those of a second 
class, namek, cases in which impregnation 
is taking place unexpectedly, and where the 
parties, guilty of incontinence, have been 
desirous of preventing itS I know of three 
cases in winch the male organ was not 
suffered to enter tl»e vagina at all, and 
where, nevertheless, I suppose from the 
mere deposition of* the semen upon the 
vulva, impregnation took place. I have 
known women astonished to find themselves 
pregnant, being persuaded that an inipreg* 
nation was impossible, until, to their sorrow, 
this unwelcome truth was unfolded. In a 
word, from several facts of this kind, too 
delicate fur a fuller disclosure in this theatre, 
1 am satisfied that very small quantities of I 
the semen, introduced into the lower part of 
the vagina, where there « an aptitude to be- 
come pregnant, will give rise to the new 
structure. 

Nor must we forget the experiments 
made by other physiologists, and by Spallan- 
zani among the rest. Spallanzani says, (hat 
he has taken three grains by weight of the 
male fluid of lhe/fo», and mixed it with 


member, however, that society, in its pre- 
sent form, is not, perhaps, constructed with 
a philosophical regard to our natural in- 
stincts, and our original rights. Remember, 
too, that, iu consequence of this funda- 
mental defect, (it may be irremediable,) so- 
ciety cannot subsist without a mutual con- 
cession of a part of these rights. Remem- 
ber, too, that those are justly stigmatised >' 
with public infamy, who, living in society, * 
refuse, in turn, to tlieir associates those con-' 
cessions which they are themselves re-*' 
ceiving. And wheu we fail to be iutimi 
dated by the wholesome bullying of fanatics'^ 
who, with all their arrogance, seem fre*/* 
quen% to put our duties upon a wrongl^ 
bottom— let prudence— let self-respect— let ' 
a regard to health— let a just consideration of 
social duty, put a check upon these follies. 
Awkward accidents sometimes occur to 
those wi»o conceive themselves (be most 
knowing. Let the disciples of the sensual 
school beware, 

** Hie murus aheneus esto 
Nil coascire tibi nulla pallesoere culpa.*’ 

If you ask me how it is that impregna- 
tions am accomplished, when there is a 
deposition on the vulva, I reply, tliat it is 
most probably by an admixture of the male 
fluid with the secretions of the female— for 
dilution does not destroy fecundating power. 

If tliis glass, so tall, wore filled with water. 


wventeen ounces of water, finding, almost ! should sugar be thrown into the bottom of 
invariably, that an impregnation of the egg • it, this, on solution, might soon be perceived 
was produced by so much of this exceed- jin the upper part of the fluid, especially if 
in^ly weak mixture, as would adhere to t!ie | agitation occurred. So the fecundating se- 
point of a fine needle ; though, in a globule , crelion may, by admixture, penetrate to the 


so minute, the quantity of tlie plastic agent 
must clearly have been incunceivably small. 
He tells us, too, that where the male mu- 
teriai was mixed witii a mucit larger quan- 
tity of water, about a gallon, if ray memory 
serve, even by this exceeding dilute mix- 
ture, impregnation was frequently produced. 
So then it seems, that although for the pur- 


inmost recesses of the genitals, more espe- 
cially if the aecreliou of the genital surface 
be oopious. One word more, and 1 con- 
clude. 

Although, in human formation, it is not 
e8?entially necessary that the male material 
should be deposited in llie u|»per parts of 
lira vagina of the female, vet there seems to 


poses of formation, it is essential that there < be little doubt that the deeper entrance of 
should be comnuxture of tlie male and j this substance conduces to impregnation, 
female substances, yet, if the female geni-j Children are sometimes not procreated for 
lals be apt to conception, the requisite j want of sufficient penetrative power iu the 
quantity of the male material is small. j male orgau ; much, and often needless, 
Rut, to conclude here. " Increase and ; misery results from lliis infirmity ; the birth 
multiply ,*’saystbeilebrewscriplure;“ plant ; of a child is one of the best auxiliary reme- 
treesi and beget offspring," says the doctrine! dies, as it lays the passages open ^ and if 
of the Magi. In s^culation, 1 acknowledge the male fluid do but enter the vsgiua, it 
I am not of the opinion of those who, with .seems often to matter little how — vfr^im 
some admirers of the doctrine of nutipa-'uit. One of the most intellectual fomiliei 
thies, have taken it into their heads thuiiiu Europe scemt, tt length, to have become 
titers is most wondeifnl virtue in absiainiug 1 extinct, in consequence of an impediment to 
from the proper use of the sexes. Why, 1 generation of the kbd to which I have 
In the name of sense and reason, were the j alluded, and wliich, 1 conceive, there eon be 
powerful impulses given 1 wliy were theiu; Uittle doubt that a little art would have 
wonderful structures elaborated, if they | remedied. 

were not originally designed to be used by j In generation, it is not necessary that 
every one who is possessed of them I Re- 1 mixture should take place in the iomviduSl 
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who is pregnant; and, tlierefore, it is not 
pliysiologically impossible, that a womaa, 
though a virgin, should be with child. It is 
well known, with respect to some animals 
in the lower class especially, that one im- 
pregnation will serve for several genera- 
tions ; thus, to go no further than that com. 
mon insect which is called the vine fritter ; 
if a female is impregnated, the will produce 
young ; these young will go on to produce 
Mthers, without further impregnation ; this 
fprocesg may be repeated, until eight or ten 
penerations have been produced ; so that, in 
Ihese animals, you have proof of the very 
K)rinci])ie for which 1 am contending, nmnely, 

Khat virginity is not of necessity lost by the 
» indivhhial who conceives. Some years ago I 
W'as shown by Mr. Highmore, of the West, 
a preparation of a child, on the whole not 
very imperfectly formed, of the size of six! lands. The image of Dumourier, formed in 
or seven months, and which had been taken! plaster, was, as report goes, very properly 
from the body of a boy. The boy literally, I screened from the view of the sex some 
and without evasion, was with cluld,for the few days after it had been set up in the 
fmtus was contained in a sac in communica- Place des Victoires. But the conscious 
tion with the duodenum, and was con- innocence of our country- women, Imw- 
nected to the side of the cyst by a short ever, places them above such pruderies, 
umbilical curd. Nor did this faUus make its and 1 will not despair of seeing my fa- 
appearance till the boy was eight or ten vourite science honoured wuth a statue, 
years of age, or more, when, after much j not robed and shaded, but in Grecian 
enlargement from pregnancy, and much j nudity, a fit companion for the Achilles, 
pain and flooding, the boy died ; and these 1 with two inscriptions, the one— To the de- 
cases are not singular ; there are others on ! fender of innocence, the grateful sex ; — 
record. Uhe other — <f)v(ris eifit kou ronev TrctrXov 

A seed, or an egg, tliough fecundated, ! owSejsrwv ^yrjTwy oirofcaXvirTet, — mysterious 
may lie for years without becoming evolved. 1 words, which, inscribed under such a figure, 
A serpent’ may, I believe, become en- | will become intelligible enough. But I beg 
closed under the egg-shell of the goose, i pardon for this levity. From all that is said, 
the shell, I presume, foiming over it us the W'e may, 1 think, infer, that, in formation, 
animal lies in the oviduct of the bird ; and nature generally uses two substances ; that 
these facts ex|duin pretty clearly the phe- these two substauces must mix ; tliat of the 
nomenon just narrated. For when this un- male material, often, little is recptired ; and 
fortunate child was begotten, a iw'in was I that it is not necessary that the contact 
begottun at the same time ; but while the j should take, place in the individual who 
brother formed in the usual manner, the im- 1 bears the child; po that virgin pregnancy 
pregnateil ovum of his companion lay dor- j is not physically inijmssible. 
inaDt,atul, without resistance, heciune closed ) There is owe other remark I shall ofttr, 
up witliiu the fraternal abdomen, as the i and then csonclude this speculative subject, 
viper 10 the egg shell, l.ike the seed in | Different genera of animals, and tUftennit 
its bag, or the eijg u|X)n the shelf, these j uiiiuials of the same .species, are. fuund to 
living rudiments lay ipiiet for a f«-w years piwsess very different degrees of fecundity, 
w^ilhiu the body of the brother, and then A sturgeon produecs, at a single spawning, 
fonnuiion rommencing, the wonder and the a million of eggs ; our women are. usually 
CHtastroplie ensued. 1 he boy became preg- uniparous. In the strength and prolific 
nant with his twin brother; his abdomen energy of the genital system there is, too, a 
formed the receptacle, where, a.s in the west good deal of variety, even in the sameapecies, 
of a bird, the fonniition was au?omplislied. as in our own race, for example, some w‘omen 
Now, if n child, without impregnation of the being sterile, olhois producing two, three, 

four, or even live children at a birth. When 
women are sterile, we generally ascribe fli« 
defect to their part of the genital apparntua, 
and I believe with good cause ; but when 
sically impoasihle that a girl may become I they are unusually fruitful, we ore willing 
pregnant with her own brother or sister. I to arrogate the merit to ourseives. I bis 
Here then is, indeed, n pliysiological tri- 1 claim of ours, however, i.s, 1 believe, in 
unjph of the 8e.t, though 1 feel jum suadod j goneral unlbunded. VVlion tlie sex is more 


bearer, may form wilhia the abdomen of a 
hoy, you will, 1 am persuaded, allow that] 
it may nUu form in the uterus Mf a virgin. 
To me. therefore, it seems to be not i*hv. I 


they have too mneh virtue to make use of 
it. Of all the precursors of the modern 
gentleman, the knight of old, which is the 
champion who, with his lance, defended the 
unsullied honour of his idol with half the 
effect of this simple principle of physiology 1 
— Senuerunt Jupiter et Mars. — To the 
deml-gods of an absolute superstition, — to 
the airy creations of the middle ages,— pa- 
ternity can no longer be ascribed. Jiut this 
principle of physiology may take upon itself 
the defensive ofnee of the other two ; and 
in the womb first, and at the bosom after- 
wards, under the protection of science, a 
lady may now, it seems, nourish her sister 
wiiliout a blush. Lbuis Quatorze pre- 
I seated a richly embroidered jupe to cloche 
an offensive statue, which formed a sort of 
aqueduct in one of the cities of the Nether- 
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prolific than ordinary, it is, 1 conccn'o, mana^oTnent of the Hdud-lVieu, that he 
generally owing to their OAvn powders; nor openly muile very energetic remonstrances 
can I, hv any means, coinraend the corpo- to Uio i'rencU king. In consequence of 
ration of one of our provincial towns, which this, and after many complaints from nearly 
presented a piece of plate to nii old gentle* all quarters,* the French government, at 
inun, whose age lay near 80, in oommemo- last, elected a coramiltee, consisting, among 
ration of his felicity in being blesaed with others, of Daubenton, Lavoisier, llailh% 
four cliildreu at ortce. A lady, rehiied to Coulomb, and Tenon, to inquire into tite 
one of my own pupils, conceived of four best means of reforming the state of the 
children together, and this lady had three hospitals. The report of the commissioners 
own sisters, who all produced their Imsbandi revealed the most shocking abuses, of wliicli 
either twins or triplets ; it is clear, there* tlie picture that M. ’I’emm givea of the 
fore, that it was in the female system Unit IJotel-Dieu, will best enable us to form 
the fecundity existed. Of this hint you may an idea. 

avail yourselves hereafter, wlien searching This ho.spilal contained I, ‘211) beds, of 
for a bride. Air. Ivtiight, in one of his ex* which t8<i were three feet, and loH four 
cellent papers on vegetable physiology, tells ; feet four inches in breadth; the number of 
us, that when a herd of cows is served by patients varied from 1 B()t> to .oOOO, so that 
the aame hull, some of the cows arc noted often not less Ihnn four, or< ven six pulienls, 
for being more prolific than lire rest. were lying in one bed! 1 ho Salle Sairit- 

Sttckliug is no certain preventive of preg- Charles Saint* Antoine alone sometimes con* 
nancy, though, in general, in the earlier taiiied lit 8 patients! I'iie lying-in dejiart- 
jnonths especially, the wet nurse remains meat consisted of four wards, contiguous to 
sterile, and, in the second or third month, those of the wtrunded and fever pationu ; 
gestation dries up the milk. Genitals, preg* , tluree or four women wore often lying in 
nant already, cannot, ao far as I know, bejono and the same be'd ; jiregruini and 
impregnated again, unless at a very short : delivered^ ill and healthy fcmales, were in- 
interval ; so that the daughter of Augustus! discrijninalely crowded together. It may 
Ca»sar was right iu her distinction. At a. be easily imagined, that very dri udful 
very short, interval, a second impregnation | epidemics often muniiested themselves in 
may be accomplished. Hitches, 1 am told, | these wards, and the mortality in the lying- 
produce poppies engendered by different in departineui of the lli>tel-D>eu, if corn- 
dogs ; and women have produced twins he- {pared with other mstitutions of the same 
gotten respectively by a white and black ! kind, excetnl-s oil hedief. On nn average if i> 
parent, aa the characters of the otlspring idled out of u himdrecl ; but, during (rpi- 
clearly showed. Mr. Blackaller, lA U ey- 1 demies, from ten to ninelecu died out of 
bridge, has recorded one case of this kind, j twenty. (1 he general average of deufhs, in 
and in Smellie’s translation of Button may ; u lyiu»-in-iio«pital, is not tnore thiin one in 
h« found another. 1 lately, in presence of ; ahumlred.) The number of chilrlren born nn- 
iny able friend Mr. Waller, of Bartholo*| nnallyin the lldtebUien was 1.MU) ; oflhetio 
mew Close, met w'ith two wombs opening ' uitio out of n hundred died, and about 
by separate oritices into the vagina; andi wen- sent to tlie I’oundting Hospital, where 
iny distinguished colleague, Mr. Key, showed j fix) of them died of induration of the akin, 
one uterus with two bodies, and Mr. John i whil- of ehrldren , sent from lltc town 
F, South showed me airotin-r. Should any und the envirooH to the same iosiitution, 
of you hereafter meet with a suj>er fetation, ! not more than t'tM) died of the wime disease, 
for 80 those imprefpiatioiis are called, pray ; l)f the other ^mtienU ni the lldu l-Dieu, 
observe wbetlrer tire w'Otnb be dooble, ijf, |di> d it» a Jiuudred, u mortality which i.s 
indeed, the observation can be made. j more tiian double that in any huspitul now 

j existing. 

! It is to the zeal of the above-mentioned 
jcommiltee, that Baris owes the subsequent 
amelioralion, and the present state of its 

‘ FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. ho‘<pital»* The sum formerly applied to 

_ 'their maintemuice, waa increased from 

— j I, ‘job, 000 to 'J,7(H),(100 j’rnncs; the number 


Tiir. nosiMTAi.ii OF rxiijs. hospitals was conaulerably augmented; 

to each class of jwiieuts u particular hospi- 
Upto the year 1780, the Bnrisian hospi- tal was afiprnprialed ; the old, infirm, and 

tals were in aurh a miserable state, tiiat 

when Howard visited them, he declared ♦ Marmoniel proved, that from 17.'?7 to 
that ho bad never seen worse; and when 177#, more than eighty thounand individuals 
tbft Emperor .foseph, after having ascended perished in tlie llotel-Dieij, merely from 
the Imperial throne, made, a journey to bad maniigement, ne^^ket, bad air, improper 
Baris, he was ticlually so shocked at the ueaimeiit, inc. 
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incurablR, w^re remoTetl into Uir Hospices i happy results of thin reform, and especially 
the lunatics were ^e^parated from the ciimi- the 'considerable decrease of tlie mortality 
iials, \c. Tlie following tables, drawn up amongst the patients, as compared with that 
in the year will best serve to show the formerly observed in the Hoi«H)ieu - 




.MKNSTHUATION IN A CHlLU.i.GASTROTOMY, 
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NAMES 1 

Usual Number of 
Inmates. 

Annually Admittetl. 

Atmnally Died. 

Ol' 'I'H U j 








IN.STtT[ TIONS. 

Men. 

Women; Total. 

Men. 

Women 

Total. 

Men. W'otnen 

Total, 

Bicdtre 

Salpetriertt ' 

Incurables ... .... 

Menagc.s 

Moiit- Rouge 

Sainte-P(;riiie 

Orphelins 

Eufans Trouves . . 

flu the Institution 
and in the Country.) 

3,000 

4 ‘20 
« 236 
go 

14, 'i 
8, .600 

- - |.3,000 
3,000 .3,000 
3‘20 : JHO 

414 ; 550' 

20 ; 175 

82 1 Itki 

135 : 280 

8,500 :27,lOO 
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83 

50 

60 

27 

154 

2,795 

1,180 

7.3 

m 

tio 

i 

t 100 
: 2,621 

980 

1,080 

158 

110 

120 

44 

254 

.3,416 

700 - - 

- - 1,800 

60 j 60 

1 45 j 40 

i 24 20 

1 16 j 12 

i 15 ! 8 1 

12,020 1 2,020 1 

700 

1 800 
' 120 
; 85 

64 

' 28 

23 ' 
4,040 







1 

Total 

12,4/0 

14,741 17, ni 

4,149 

|4,113 

8,262 
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The annual number of deaths in I’nris is 
between 21 and 22,000, of which more than 
twO'tifths occur in the hospitals. I'liere are 
between 24 and 26000 births annually, of 
which 50tM) take place in hospitals. J he 
fourth or fifth part of the whole numher of 
hospital patients is c ontained ill the Jhiiel- 
Dieu, where from thirty to forty are daily 
admitted, and about five patients die every 
day. — From thi Joum. <ics Proj^^s. 

MlNSintJATTON IS A CHILD XINCTF-FN 
MOXTUa OP AGE. 

The subject of this occurrence w'as, at its 
birth, in no respect different from other 
children; it soon, however, began to grow j 
rapidly, so that at its ninth mouth, it was | 
equal in size to a child (,{ a Near and a half, j 
At this period, a small emission of biuod j 
was observed from tlie vagina, and the same I 
recurred inoie abundantly in the eleventh 
month ; at the same time tiie breasts began to 
grow, and tiie pubes to be covered with hair. 
At the fourteenth muKlIt a third, end, at the 
nineteenth, a fourth evacuation of dark- 
coloured blood look place from the vagino. 
At this age, the chil<I was, in all other 
respects, very well lonned ; its heiglii was 
three feet; liw- distm.ie from ooe shouhler 
to the other, nine i(,< hes ; the nu uuiiei - 
euce of the. thorax anil of t{»v won; 

tweiiiy-two inches each ; the h:«-asts nad 
external genitals were fully d'-veloped ; tlie 
child had, a.s yet, slicnvn no sojcual d< .-.tre, 
nor did if, wiili icspect to its Julelh clual 
facultiei*, exceed other ehiliiien ol the SHine 
age. — Mixkd's /Vi r/?<e. 


GASTitoi ovy. 

A lady «t Uordeuux, VI years of age, in- 
advertently let a sniiill fork slip into the 
throat; it was swallowed, aad descended 


into the stomach. Here it remained for 
some months, hardly producing any svnip- 
toms ; but, at the end of this period, the 
most violent vomiting came ou, and soon 
t brought the patient into ii most dangerous 
I condition, lly the advice of MM. Hel- 
I pech and Pages, gastrotomy was performed 
by M. Cayroebe ; the fork was easily ex- 
tracted, and within twenty days the wound 
had completelv healed . — des Truvaux 
I de iJcadtmie kityale dt Medicine de Bordeaux* 


THE DUBLIN COl.LEOE OF SUR. 
GEON.S AND EHINKNSIS. 

“ Ho» pgo viTkicultw feri, (ulit alter hmn»re».'’ 


My re- appearance, for the third time, in 
the pages of i'ji e f. a n( pi , has lu’cn followed 
by manifestatiim.s of nscnlnient. among a 
certain portion of the profession in Dublin, 
in which, it is to he feared a troubled con- 
srieuce may have sonje sli.ire. Flie exer- 
tions, at least, of this polity to discover 
me, strongly partake of the emharrii.ss- 
iiu^ linii-'lity of guilt ; locdishly siippiwiiig, 
that if llu V could tear ofr my musk, my 
siiengtli, like that of Siimpson shorn Of 
Ids hj( k», would instantly vaiii vh. Jii their 
hhmi Zfjil, )t may he readily imagined, 
ihey have fallen into mistnkeH which, if 
ihev miglit not prove mischievous, would 
he caicnlated only to awaken a smile. If, 

* indeed, to coticeHl mys ’If IVom their threat- 
ened hostility, at the expense of the un- 
offemling, were mv present object, 1 could 
nut adopt a more judiciuu.s plan fvir its 
littniniii' nt tliati to permit these blun- 
derers to pas.s by in silence. Humbly, 
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lioweveT, &8 1 tliink of my own labours, 1 
value them suificiently not to wish that any 
individual should be burthened with the 
credit or reproach of having corajtosed these 
Sketches, much less that nny person should 
suffer by being considered their author. 
These feelings alone, independent of egotis- 
tical speculations, induce me to attempt 
(notwithstanding the liille confidence usually 
reposed in the assertions of anonymous 
^riters speaking of themselves) to show 
fthe extreme folly of conjecture in matters of 
Xhis kind, by its perpetual contradictions. 

'« When tlie first of these papers was pub- 
Joshed, rumour, from the mere analogy of 
mtle and topic, detected the writer of them 
the person of Mr. (Iross, author of the 
excellent Skelcites of the Medical Schools 
of Paris, a calumny on that gentleman in 
which I certainly had the better part. Hav- 
ing subsequently described scenes of which 
Mr. Cross, residing, 1 believe, in Norwich, 
could have known nothing, 1 had next the 
supreme Imnour of finding myself and Dr, 
Mscartney one and the same person, in the 
suspicions of the day, for the unconscious 
benefit of whose celebrity 1 Imre beg leave, 
most heartily, to thank liim. \\ ell. the por- 
trait of the Professor of Anatomy, in the 
Vnivcrsity of Dublin, appeared soon after ; 
the delusion was, of course, as quickly dissi- 
pated as it was diffused ; but I had the con- 
solation of being immediately united to Mr. 
Kirby, un union, by the way, in which I 
may remark, 1 also felt hxj-bly flattered. 
Had my labours ceased here, they might 
still have reiained all the splendour of Mr. 
Kirby's fume ; but, Marplot as I was, 1 
should pencil a likeness of rny illustrious 
represeututive, wliich, unfortunately, de- 
prived me of the advantage of being syno- 
nymous with the founder of Peter Street 
School. ]*uzxled to find a lit and proper 
person to identify me with, the public now 
launched into the licentiousness of unlimit- 
ed conjecture ; and, will it be believed, that 
the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 
supposed they saw grounds for accusing Sir 
A.'illey (’ooper of the ooinposition of the 
Sketches, who, it w'as sagely whisjiered, 
wa.s actually jealous of the rising fame of 
that institution I This report, h<»wever 
agreeable to my Yiinitv, was, 1 regret, of 
to(> delicate a constitution to live long •, but 
as It was quite certain 1 must he somebody, 
and us notiiing bottt r presented at the time, 
surmise fixed, for awhile, the odium excited 
by my liicubrattans on n caudidatc for “ let- 
ters testimonial," who had been rejected 
about this lime, on the principle,! presume, 
implied in the. satirical ]irei opt —" Facilin- 
dignntio versuin," This inglorious alliance 
curried in its tin probahi lily the seeds of iu 
own dia.solit(iou ; and i now tinned out to 
be no less a personage than an Apothecary, 


whose claims to a connexion with me rested 
on the simple fact of his having penned 
some ingenious “ puffs” in the new'spapers, 
iu a style which (horresco refereus) was 
said to bear a strong resemblance to mine. 

I was soon relieved from my disreputable 
association with the Apothecary and his 
*' puffs,” to be identified w*ith the Sn 6- 
Editor of a Popish morning journal, who, 
opportunely for the gratification of the pub- 
lic taste for gossip, had recently thrown 
physic to tire dogii” and commenced prac- 
tising without a license on the moral dis- 
eases of bis native country. He did not 
long, however, enjoy a monopoly in my 
fame ; a new candidate was started, iu a 
reporter to a Protestant morning paper, who, 

1 believe, was serving in the capacity of 
a suTgeon at Sierra Leone, while I was writ- 
ing these Essays in Dublin. This fact, 
when made known, threw me once more on 
the wide waste of anonymous existence, 
from which 1 was, iu due time, delivered 
by identification with a melancholy looking 
pupil of Mercer’s Hospital, who, having no 
apparent butinesa on hand, the public 
should find him in employment, in the com- 
position of the Sketches. Not satisfied 
with this adjustment of the question, the 
public divided on my identity, one p»tty 
strenuously maintaining (risum teneatia 
amici ? ) that I was really Mr. Jacob, who, 
by virtue of hia office us demonstrator to a 
rival institution of the College of Surgeons, 
should then be a medical SVhig as be it 
now a Tory, os professor of that establish- 
ment ; the other as arduously contending 
that my familiarity w^ith Camper, Spurz- 
heim, and Lavater, iu my descriptions of 
piofessuTs’ heads, was a demonstrative proof 
of my being a certain pupil of the Meath 
Hospital, who, about this lime, became 
such a craniological entliusiasl, that he ac- 
tually combed back his hair to render his 
forehead a more convenient reference for 
the elucidation of his fiwourite doctrine. My 
metamorphoses, hitherto strange as tiiey 
rvere, had not yet ended; they were now 
to be far aurjmsst'd, my sex (a point on 
whicli, like most men, 1 felt particularly 
Sensitive,) being now changed by Mr. Tom 
Egan, according to whom 1 had absolutely 
euteied the sacred premises of the l.ock a.s 
woninu of the town,” to wnuh his spi- 
ritual practice in that esttihlishment, while 
iny old Irieml, Mr. Cusack, as positively 
asHorU'd tlait 1 must have the oiunisi ience 
of « •• w’ltch" to know that he had been in 
the habit of purchasing tumours for opera- 
lion iu Stevens’ Hospital, rids, indeed, 
was tlie very climax of tinnsfovmatiou, »t 
which H I’ytliagorean might rejoice ; but I 
had still further trials to undeigo- ( harac- 
teiR being now a good deal exhausted in 
Dublin, the sphere of speculation was en- 
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]arg<*<l, atjd 1 1>»<1 now tlie pleasure of Hnd- tabk winch 1 have imdertukon has also Wen 
in«^ myself in the person of Mr. Quain, of made lh« Uieinu of condeniualioit ; bul, 1 
London t to whom rei>ort assigned the in- answer» that 1 have taken no liberties with 
geniouB merit of making up these articles, public characters, or used any precautions 
out of materials transmitted bv post to the for concealing myself, for wlueli l am not 
metropolis. How tong Mr. Quain may be prepared to fumiaU hundreds of examples 
allowed to enjoy' a reputation of which, 1 in the literature of this and of every other 
presume, he would bt* no ways ambitious, age. The wlmle periodical literature of the 
1 cannot sav, to capricious is that spirit of j piesent dayi m)t to include former times, is 
conjecture whicli has inado me, iu succes- anonymous, and made op, in a great mea* 
sion, Mr. Cross, Dr. Macartney, Professor sure, of strictures on living ohoraeter* ‘l l«> 
Kirby, a rejected Candidaie, a puti'mg talented Sketches of the Irish Bar, Peter’s 
j'Spothecary, a l^opish Editor, a Protestant t l^eUers to his Kinsfolk, and seTerol other 
Keporter, a (ireendiorn of Mercer’s, Sir | essays of the same description, furnish at 
A stley Cooper, .Mr. Jacob, a Phrenological I once a pertinent example of personal and 
Madman. Mr. Jone,!i (Juain, a V\ itch, a I nameless composition. To the charge iha! 
Woman of the Town ; and, of course, it! I hare abus^'d this right, by partiality in 
will be duly discovered, that in addition to; my rejiresentatious of profeasional merit, I 
all these 1 niu tlie “ Umr hlius” of the I rvpiy, that if I injured any person, the in • 
niMt institution of w’hicb 1 may chance to I struiuent, n free press, hy which the wound 
give a description. The enjovment of the ! was iutliclcd, was open to them lor redress. 
jMTtvileees of immortality on alter: ate tin vs, ■ 1 do not consider it an answer to tiii.s oh- 
by the twin Sons of Lean, or the contortions t servaiion to say, that some men cannot 
of Proteus in the hands of AristaMis, were defeud ihemsclves in print, if wronged, ami 
but plain matter of fact transaciions, com- i that others think ihcir time better employed 
pared with these mOTo than mythological thnu in replying to anonymous aliacks. Ihe 
transformations of character. | man who dues not di lend his own chnrao 

But to he serious, even though it “ ex- j ler (and there are few who cannot write alt 
ceedall power of face,’’ how are these ton* : that is neceSRary for this purpow) \ iolates 
tradictiona to be explained? Simply, be*j)>is own principle, ami abuses us much, or 
cause eacli of tlim feaa been tiie offspring n uie, the press by not corrcciitip its licen* 
of error. No person ever oiiginaied one of j tiousness, as the man hv whom he prelenda 
them, wlw was not Conscious Lhat lie h;ui I to be injured. .Social Unties are obligatory 
no other foundation for his belief than niero I on nil. With any individual, bo\v(?ver, 
conjecture ; for, up to the i-resf nt time, no I whose name has bfcn nreniioned by me, or 
individual could prove the authordup of | wnh unv irmutulion which i have descrih- 
Ihese papers but the Editor of this Journal, j t d, 1 affirm I have no connexion w hatever t 
The absurdity of these suspici'.ns (and I (inv estinuies may, indeed, liavc been w’rong, 
liave enumerated ail that reached an curibnlthe imputation that they were biassed 
naturally attentive to rum:>urj is nmnifesr. j by iinjiiojter motives I reject with contempt, 
from the names on which they have fallen, | la a-sHerting tins, 1 hut rlaiai the right of 
Its it i« obvious that soiue of ihi* men spe-j being jiuiged by the general condut t -U man- 
cified could not, and ti e rest would- not, i i'lou la similar circuinst;ince«. I he basest 
write the.se articles though they possesied ! viii.iiri will act fairly w ithout a motive to the 
the ability. So muoli h.r the cou**i#tency ^ cunlrarv : 1 iiad none fnr being uftknown, 
of guessitijf. As the arti. les theraselvea | and. necessitnly so. no act of mine covild he 
have given uneavinerw, 1 think the charae- 1 rctlectcd buck w ith iulereat on its author, 
ler of some of the eomp'.auiaiib?, and the ' W itli r^ sneci to tlio insinuation llial my 

nature oi the charges, Mititled fo .Rome coa- ; opiuiofi*; l»av<> been intliu-uccd hy pfditiis 
Bideration. I have been generaJiy tiiunied | ami rt'ligi'm, I nuiy riieiely r* murk, that t 
with wTiiing anonymously — uphranit-d with - aspire to n« higher dislinctiori in either than 
the cowarttice of concealing my name, lo tioit of bt mg an Irisbmrm and a (hriHiian. 
this 1 answer, I have a ri/ht to use mv I’i.s- ■ 1 wish I could say so much for iny accu- 
cretton, or my taste, in W'itiediiing my lijme. M rs. Then own suspicions, which, along 
Having taken the right of dutctosure into with coupling me with every grade of iiitcl- 
tb«ir own hands, ami parsed nu; through ad h-rt, have couh^unded me with persona pro- 
tbe stage* of degrading transfer irou ion, the f» ssing every ami wo form of rtdigion, Sttf* 
demand of tnv l icntiiv comes with rather nc.iiMifly ucMUt me of all sectariuii jircdi- 
mi awkward iTiicf fiom these moii. Intil h eiuins, A i to the threats mutlered against 
it he my pleaswre to bci ihcm riglit, 1 will tuo by a facumi in the College of Surgeons, 
leave them to th* ir suspicion;'. lu which this party might, li they had only coiumim 
they have Ko i;fH rally indi/igul, for i »rn n-.-i . ;t.:>criniumi(on, perceive, in the niiturt! of 
to io- hHllied irto cf>f»ce‘MOB, or deceived ; t hi so Sktfthes, ihkt I despised the conae* 
bv their shallow Rtratagi uts into the revclc- '= fpK'iices of detet tmu. Httvitii^ s;iveii ihrm 
tiou of my riitme. lie i-ripiiety of ti.e j wj much aigaiivu inionnalbn, 1 vrill now 
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afiinnatively infurm tlu'ni, ihat no act of| 
tliuir#, liowcvcr bwc, or ren)ou» in dosign, 
can poaaibJy raat h me, VVitli Niobe 1 may 
say, without, I i»ope, beinj? tun»ed into atoun 
by the angry ^imcea of Uu’sb ApoUoa, for a 
relactant intimation of iny eircumattucea 

Tntum me copia fecit. 

Major sum, quatn cui poasst tortuntt nocere ; 
*^li!Unr|ue ut tripiatf multo mihi plura re- 
^linnuel. 

lit why argtto thequoation with Uiem thus'! 
\ey Buy U»ey know nui ; I take llieiu »t 
fir word, and ask them, why wait for 


|«lal, in a memoir read before tbe Hunte- 
riao Society on U»e ‘ind of .Inly last, and re* 
ported in the Loudon Medicai (iaaette of 
the t9th of the same month, attributing the 
difficulty to “ a band of the mfm««ous Uffa- 
pifiut, about one-third down the fore-arm, 
which is violently stretched by the separa* 
tion of the radius from the ulna, and retains 
the head of the radius on the coronoid pro* 
cess.” It might not have been necessary 
to notice this opinion, if it came from infe* 
riot authority ; hut»aa I conceive it to pr^ 
ceed from an erroneous pathology, and it, 

! conifiequently, likely to have an injarious 
itional evidence to justify the ex'-ention ;yfjeci on practice, by withdrawing attention 
heir threats ! If I am a member of their { improvement* jof which our art is 
y, their new cliarter furnishes them with ; 1 will endeavour to slrow that 

caugeuial instrument of revenge; aJ‘d i o,, fonndution ; and, for thia 

dnee ilkcy have not the candour of men to | |H,r|,o«e, 1 shall tjuole the writings of Mr, 
'u‘ silent wlien unccrlaluty renders report j i„ whose day there waa no surgeon 

superior to himself.' Among the many sound 
principlos to be found in that rich mine of 
experience, his works on surgery, and which, 
in ifiUl and 1784, when a pupil at Bar- 
tholomew's, I had lUo the satisfaction of 
hearing him deKver in his Vectutes, are the 
following In his remarks on dislocations, 
he says, “ 'Iho ligaments of some of the 
joints endued with great mtibility, are w^k 
and distractile, and capable of suffering 
considerable violence, witboflt being lace- 
ruted r ftiul“ as it is impossible to know, 
Disi ocation of the radius furwnrils, op- [ with any certainly, whether It (a laceration) 
pears to be »n tu cident of sucli luifretjueBi has happened or not, or in what part of the 
occurrenre and diffiCirU niBnat;cmfwt, that i ligament, ii cannot be admitted as a rule for 
till’ lecording every ciMie of it would »»»< m |Our conduct and be dotis not appear to 
in t* resting, and paftictilarly if a raofc facile > consider it a matter of great consequence, 
luiidc of trcfltmcnt could, at the same lime, • eviui if the ligament should bti torn. 


criminal, let them act corn-isUM.tly with 
Mbeir past I’ouduct, and display, at least, the 
L’ouruge of the assassin,— I maul hu m to 


'ouruge 
iu. An tuvi. 


EatxENsis. 


atlStKV.ATlOK8 OS eisi.oCAT.'OVS. 

Uu llF.NTtV Pi N.VFCK, M, D. 


be |»c>inied OOt, 


Mr. Butt is certainly applying hit obser- 


l util Sir Aalley Cooper, and Mr. ('Imrlesi valious pTiricipaliy to tlie capsular ligamfnt 
Bell, proposed extwnsum bv the hand, in-', of the sbmilder joint ; but this 1 take lobe 
stead of by both radiua and ulna, as had • the aittmger cAise ; for he says, when ex- 
been formeily pracim d, the redticiion must * tension is made, •* it, heing much more likely 
have been netwly iiupraclicable. I'lie for- ] that the head o', the bone tibould return 
mcr gentleman, in bis great work m» Dislo - 1 back by the same rent in the ligament, 
i iUioDs and Fnicturcs of the .huiits, -Ho.’i when such UgsmeniiMiiocleriitely stretched, 
IKiM, tiHM raentinni'd six cases that bad ; than when it mav be supposed to lie wrin- 
failen under lib notice. The tw'o lirst h.dled ; kled, or in folds.' 'I he interosseous lign- 
every ntfciupl that tens made to reduce ; mi nt must also he emtuevl with great moiu- 
tliem; and how the reduction of the third 1 lify ; m prouation and supination of the 
w'as accomplished, except tlmt the patient fon'-nrra it allows ot conaiderable imition. 

: .... .1 . ..... ..t. ' n«fl id likpfv In itreftsinn 


Wtts in tt sliite of syncope, does not clearly 
appear. But the fonrlb (UW’. in which the i 
arm was bent over the back of » sofa, and ' 
extension made by the hand, is the mily re- 
ally itislruclive ease that 1 have seen. '! he 
liftlt and sixth were old dislociuions, from 
winch notldng could be inferred but the dif- 
fimity of treating tlicm ; nor does extension 
by tile blind alone, though tlcdiiy s great 
vhprDtmmit, ajjpear to have renu vt d idlim- 
pediment ; for, oven in lUc fourth case, 
Aniley Cooper was ‘‘ sew# miiiwfi*,’* be fore 
he succeeded in effecting tin* reduction ; 
and wa diul Mr. Key, surgeon of (iny's lies- 


nnd therefore is not more likely to occasion 
resiftumre tlian the capsnlfir llgouienUof the 
joints, pariirulnrly as, by extension in titn 
redueiivui, that iigrtmeni, which w'os before 
on tiie sireteii, will he relaxed, and mwact 
lie in foldii ; for the radios cannot b« re- 
moved from it, and the srm will be a guide 
for returning the radius through the same 
rent in the. capsular ligament which it may 
have produced in being dislocuU'd. 'I hut 
the interosseous ligameul has liitlc to do 
with any difficulty that may arise, will he 
sbowti by analogy, when w*e innher examine 
the principles which Mr. Bott baa estab* 
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liahed ; for he observes, “ that all the force, 
in reducin': n dislocated bone, oug:ht always 
to be applied to the other extremity of the 
said bone, and as mueli as possible to that 
only. By the yielding nature of the liga- 
ments of the luxated joint, redaction is ac- 
complished ; the ligaments of the other arti- 
culation, which is wot luxated, are yielding 
also, and all the force which is applied to 
the bone, helc^js’, or adjoining, must neces- 
sarily be h$t in the articulation whioh is not 
luxated, and can be ofditt/e or no service in 
that which is.” And he afterwards illus- 
trates his argument, by showing why ex- 
tending by the loritt, in dislocation of the 
shoulder, juts failed, by oliserving, why, in 
a case of luxated os fimioris at the hip joint, 
the strength of five or six people, divided 
between the joint of the knee and that of 
the ancle, shall be insuiheient ; and that of 
four, nay three, of tlie same assistants, shall, 
in the same case, prove sutlicieut. by be- 
ing all and properly applied to the knee and 
femur only, as I have more than once seen.” 

Here, then, the tntemrteof the difficulty 
may be ascertained ; for, if the lutevvenlion 
of the knee joint uhme rendered dotdde the 
force necessary ; then, as the joint of the 
carpus is composed of three articulations, it 
follows that the resistance will increase in 
gemetrieal pro^remm, and become nine limes 
greater when the extension is made by the 
hand, than it would have been could the ex- 
tension have been made on the di'talest remit y 
of the radius. Here, too , we must look for the 
consequences of over-distension, which the 
acute mind of Mr. Pott has guarded us 
against, by directing the extension to be 
made slowly, that time should be allowed 
for the muscles and ligumontH to relax and 
give way, and that no greater force should 
ever be applied than was absolutely neces- 
sary for the reduction, when applied in a 
proper situation and direction, 

1 now heg to draw the attention of the 
profession to the following case: — Samuel 
Payne, aged U) years, n fisherman of New'- 
lyn, near Penzance, informs me that, when 
a lad, he, by u lall, injured Imh left elbow. 
1 he radius uaist have Imen dislocated out- 
wards and forwards : it has not been re- 
duced, and presents liie following appear- 
ances:— A joint has been form^-d on the 
ootfirie of the externa! condyle of the hu- 
merus, on which the head of tiie radius ro- 
tates it is most promiuent when the hand 
U Siipiuated ; when the hand is pinnated, it 
U less jiiominent, by rolling more forw ards 
over ihe condyle. I'l.e coroiiuid process was 
probably fnii tured ■ for ihoiigb ilie eiginoid 
cavity of the ulna traverses m the tiochleo 
of the liummis. yef, when the arm is beni, 
the olecranon, wl.iih ik enlarged, projects 
further back thun iliat of the other arm, ami 
is ]>reveutcd from falling into the jMialerior 


fosse, so as to allow the arm being fully 
extended ; neither can it be bent ao for as 
to permit the thumb to touch the shoulder. 

A depression is felt on the inner side of tlie 
radius, where its head ought to rotate 
against the knob of the external condyle of 
the humerus. The arm, three inches above 
and below the condyles of the humerus, is 
one inch less in circumference than liir 
right arm in the same places. About 1 
years since, in a gale of wind, he was wasb* 
out of a boat, and hung by the hand of It 
crippled arm, w'hich occasioned so mu 
over^distensmi, and consequent inflammatb 
that his ^Mgeri have since been wtilrrtrtfrf. 

This case, though ineducible, appears 
me important, because it has enabled me 
ascertain by experiment the ^iraclicabilit 
of a method of reducing dislocations of the 
radius forw'ards, similar to that which ’ 
recommeuded for the reduction of dislo-j^ 
lated thumbs, fingers, &:c. See Tns Lan>j? 
CKT, vol. i. 1927-8. p. 260. My friend, Dr.f 
Clulterbuck, of Bridge Street, Blackfriars,^' 
being at Penzance in August last, I sub- 
mitted Samuel Fayne to his inspection. I 
repeated the experiment, by h^^^nding the 
forearm to a right angle with liie humerus, 
and supinating the hand. 1 placed a tape on 
the arm above the Itead of the radius, and 
tied it on the inside of the arm below the 
; inner condyle of the humerus, and twisting 
I both ends round my hand, 1 jiroved to bis 
! satisfiiction, that this method permitted me 
\ to make an extension with any degree of 
I force 1 might wish to employ, without dan- 
i ger of the tape slipping ; be also saw and 
I felt the head of the. radius rotating on the 
! condyle of the humerus w-hen the hand was 
I moved, ami was convinced that by bringing 
; the force to bear immediately on the head 
j of the radius, that bone must be more easily 
' and quickly returned to its proper situation, 
ilian by any other nieana. In cuiifirmaliuu 
of this, Dr, Clutterbuck has allowed me to 
I refer to himself. 

I 1 hove also had an oyiporlunity of using 
( the same method in the following case, 
i which well illuKtmte.i the phm 1 have de- 
I taihui. On the I'.Uh of .luly last, the wife 
I of lleiirv I 'uriiow, a farmer of the parish of 
i l.tidgvaii, by a full from a horse, dislocated 
j her left wrist. The (urpal hones were 
' thrown hackwards on the radius and olnn, 
wliich were ihnibt forwards upon the ante- 
; nor rinimlar ligament. 1 bent the forearm 
: to u right angle w ith the humerus, where it 
j w as held by an a^.siHtant ; ami having placed 
(he tape of a tourniquet on her arm, imme- 
j diately above, ttiid )iar(ly against the carpal 
hones, 1 tied it gently on the opposite aide. 

1 tiien twisted the ends round my left hand, 
[and with my right grasped her hand. L 
made the exteiiHion with botii hands, and in 
hi) iusthiit, sod wheu 1 was employtug very 
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litlk force, the hones passed into their hip. and to tie or fasten them to each other 
places, the tape slid down on the wrist, and on the inside of the thigh, close to the pu* 
the woman exclaimed, *' the bone is in f'* idendum, on which fastening a pull.mty he 
It is evident tliat a dislocation of the radius | hxed, which will have the same effect os 
forwards may be reduced by a aimilarj twisting the ends round the hand; and 
method, and with the same facility with ! whilst an extension is making, and aa soon 
which I reduced this dislocation of the j as the strap can be brought to act on the 
wrist ; compression of the muscles of the \ trochanter of the dislocated bone, the pull 
humerus by a firm roller, as I described in | should be hauled in a proper direction, 
by former paper, would here be of great ! which mdst greatly assist in bringing tUa 
w ; and it appears to me, that '* bending | head of the tbiglt>l>Qpe to the acetabuliun. 


EXTIBFATIOV OF THE UTERUS. 

By John Lizabs, JEmIm BiUuburgk,. 

Is the spring of 18^, 1 was requested 


4e arm o.« th. b«:k of « wf.," in ^ PeB«mce, Oct. 10, 18*8. 

Jiwuey Cooper i fourth case, was, m a d|- 
5 #ie, productive of this very effect. I aih ' 

•♦lly convinced, that far less force will 

l^ayB be required to reduce a dUloration, 

•iPen the force can be applied on the head extirpatioh of the uterus. 

A the diilaeitted bone, aa well as on its distal 

extremity, than if it be applied to that ex* By John Lizabs, JEmIm BiUuburgk,. 
remity only, and a fortiori, than if the force 

Ae applied to a part between which and that i Is the spring of 18^, 1 was requested 
pxtremity, one or more joints may inter- 1 by Mr. Campbell, surgeon. Newington, to 
peiie. ' i visit a patient of his, aft'ected with a diseased 

I consider the effect of the extensioo made j uterus, and to whom 1 am indebted for the 
by the bond in the last cas«, ofaieffjr to be, to j followiug history of her case. She was an 
preserve the direction, wmlat the motive; unmarried woman, forty -four years of age, 
power was exerted on Che bones themselves, of the ordinary stature, apparently in good 
This oiiitltod tins also the advantage of ein- health, and acted as servant in a gentle* 
ploying no more force than is absolutely re- i man's family. She stated, that for some 
quired to make sufKcieot and : months bock^ she had been suffering severe 

then laterally to conduct thedibdomtw j pain in her lumbar and pelvic regions, with 
or bones into their piopd«' '^|^^ No ; a henring*down sensation of the. womb, and 
over-ditCension can here take place, the i a dull heavy feeling at the top of the thighs*, 
effect of which has bton shown in the case ^ that she had a thin offensive leocorrhceal 


of Samuel Payne. '.discharge, occasional rigors, and irregular 

Having stated tiie use of diis method in catamenia w*hich had then ceased for three 
so many eases, Inded not particularise all mouths; that she voided her urine fre- 

in w hioh it may be of great service, for 1 ! queiiily, but with difficulty ; that her 

believe wherever it can be applied, it will j bowels were irregular, beiitg constipated 
certainly be found an important advantage. I and ffalulent ; and that alie was sometimes 

1 hove already mentioned my observations attacked with vomiting. From these suf- 

on reducing dislocated thumbs and fingers, t feringt she was unable to attend to her du* 
published in Thr Lancet ; i there also de- \ ties, being cunfiued to bed for two or three 
tailed a metlNxl of assisting in the reduction | days in the week. On examining jxr wgi- 
of tome dh/eciUiens of the thigh*bou« on theinam, the oa uteri fell turgid, and excited 
same principle, but, unfortunately, on error 1 severe pain, which darted upwards, produc- 
of the press, (KmvWbug bight into thigh^ and i ing a sensation of suffocation : the cervix 
pttf/into p«f/cy, has rendered the paragraph ia|»peared lengthened, enlarged, and also 
unintelligible, and 1 reipieat it may 1^ re* i painful to the touch ; and the whole organ 
printed as follows * 'was increased in size, and very hard and 

lu addition to tlie methods so scientifi* ! heavy. The vagina was perfectly aound 
cally recommended by Sir Astley Cooper,! and narrow, was natural and oontracted, 
for reducing Uiose dislocations of the thigh*! with the circulus roembranoaua fiim MkI 
bone, in which the head of the bone is | distinct. Per rectum, the uterua^^ 
tiirown above the acetabulum, 1 propose to large, hard and weighty, about the silt nf i 
employ a four*tailed bandage, by which 1| large pear, and moveable in all direi^opa) 
intend two roUers, firmly iastened to each she complained equally of pain ffuriiag 
other at the middle ; and to prevent it from thia mode (»f examination ; indeed, after any 
slipping, I carry two of the llrap^ in oppo- examination, she required to remain quiet 
silo directions round tl«e pelvis, under the in bed for some hours before the pain sub- 
spine of the ilium, and above the head of t sided. AU the other viscera of Uie abdo- 


the dislocated tbigh-houe, to be crossed on men seemed perfectly sound and healthy, 
the opposite side, and held by assistants. As tlie vagina was so sniall that the uterua 
and to bring down the other two straps also could not be removed by this passage, 1 ie> 
i& ^poaite directiotti, ao at to encircle the commended an attempt to dilate it by 
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W«s8’gfp«!ulam ant, and tn trv thn pfrentB ! ^<5uU. 1 n«xt, in the same cautious mtl- 
of a decoction of ergot, which Utadfimnd insuluted ilut conm xum of iho uU-ru» 
most beneficial in airailar cases. 8h« then «‘<i ““'iwy (prenously luaerUng 

went to the country, and 1 beard no more ' • common male sound into the urethra, in 

of her until September last, when her auf. , order to keep ti.e urinary bladder greatly 
ferings had ao much increasMl, that ehe ; on the airetch,) which waa equally tedious 
implored us to think of some more effectual i cud difiicult. Lastly, I cut with a sirwglit 
mode of relief, for her life had become tt iprobe-imiuted bistoury the round and broad 
burthen to her; she mentioned that the : right «de, close to lb*- 
ergot, in a few dars after sbo had taken u, ; extremely close to the la» 

nroduced fiooding, whb h had weakened her. ^ ter ^*'S*^*L order to avoid wounding i 
Her countenanco hid the dull leaden ieu- ; and in the samo oautious way ( 
corrlnval ca.st. and her l.elltU aeemed ligamoiils of llm loft side, a 

have suffered much. Examiuattoii ja-r ragi- ^ wwnoved the diseaaad uterus. Not t 
wm et nctum produced more pain, aud the j « 

uterus appeared to have increased iu size. w hicli alie boro witli uncowt 

She was unable louse the ipsc«/u,« ««. above ‘oriiiudc, allhougU she uppoared much . 
once a week, from the paiu it produced, so bausted from pain, hut no fainting eusuet 
that the vagina} paiMge was nowise di- »be tequesud several times a lutle win 
lated. We now told both her and her mas- "“1 water. On exammmg the peine ci' 
ter the nature of the opt'raiion, when she after the removal oi tba uterus, u 
clung to the proiwaal as the last means of mtesiiue hut the rocuim could be felti lb, 
relieving her, and could not be dissuaded was eidarged to abo^ 

from it by her master, who was averao to ^be tm oi a small apple, and t* h distended 
her miming any risk of danger whatover. «ttid. TnUomplod lirsUo seize 
Seeing her so determined he then encou- and m^ve it with the bistoury : 

raged her, and procured a room for her in but being foiled in consequence ot its closio 
town, with every comfort. adl.esion to the paru li-s oi the pelvis, I 

On the 1st. (3clokr she took a dose of puucluied it. ll*t palieut. wlio had 

pbrsk; ami on the next morning, tbe dav Wtdh Wvder the oin tatiou ibirty-tm- 
of'theoiieratioo.a domestio enema was «(i. earned to bed, and ibe nates 

ininiatmd. At twelve o’clock l{a> opera- ffti-W gooUywilh a pillow, as in the opera- 
tion was performed ii the foll iwiug man- ibe limbs bound togctlier wub u 

ner; she was placed on a table in ti.e alii- baiidU-rcluef. to prevent i be lutesUnes 

tude for lilboiomy. without being bmit.d . bum «t< scmeaijr ; hat ahe ivii the position 
the limbs were held bv two aasUlanif, and so uneasy, that U was nwssarv to nroove 
the nates raised above the level of tbe'^b«*»< almost ittiuiedialely. the uterus, 
shoulders, with the view of preveniing the :"'be» ou6rtteo,pteseiUeu every apjH^aiaiice 
small initusttnes from (k'sceniii? g into oi esnii omu, e*j»ecm(!y the cervix and one 
pelvis, and as a grenter secuniv agamst ■ ibc bily, which pTOji:c,eu consider - 
such an event, Mr. Ciimpbel! pieced hit, «bly, f..uj,iog u round tumour, about the 
hand across the abaemon, immediately ov* r ; ^ chraiiul. iVH.n afu*r the operation 

the Tf’t'ifvo of the pf'onofitorv of the sacrum. *be tomplaineutjf aicktiess, w uL inchnatMi 
1 had r, ‘Solved to foIP.,.w the anxle of ij,. i t« vomit, both of winch hourly increased; 
Blnmleil : bui the va»;ifta was so contracted, i »« two hours rigours cams on, ullhough hol- 
that only two finders could he inferted ; 1 bot water were applied to her leot, 

theremre divided the j-nneum with a bis- 1« which I invariably adopt alter 

toury fr-im the rectum, b) (Ilia mpaiisJayiog K**^**^ operations; in flirte houis sin' 
the ret turn u'jd vngitiu mto one, and oven '^timpiaiued ot m ule )>aiu in her bowels, 
then 1 fotii d a difficulty m reaching , he '’»tb ii-’Cvs.-ianl thirst , her ^ 
cervix uteri, which I trsasfixed wi(h u cur- her tsce bedovved vvjilj c**!d 

ved needle, armed with a «tr,»nfir ligature, her hands also cool, so 

rhieb wi.8 knotted, snd given to iir.t amp ^bat she was allowed a Um spooufiil ot 

hm/ who genliv held it on tlie sircuh- J ««»* Isudsiium, with 

IbCti pfoce(*decf Hith a straight, narrovv.ibol WftU-r arm sugar, every liour. $ i« had 

•b»rtvjK>iftte,i bifitoijry, condoctriig it aloR;!” pecul craving tor loud, aud had tlreadv 
,l.tfcr(«ng«oriii,-l.ftb«».i,lorti«(!«il..i‘»‘''‘‘ *’>'1 ’"‘‘“'f- O.. iiour. 

I,.rit 0 i..um mi ..-lluta il,. I “<»' iW o|»r.iM .1.. I..;! tek.ii a ibi.a 

uterus and rectum, which, m coHsequHire Uio hraiiuy ano lauoanum, her skui 

of i(« being more closely ami sxtensivetv *^*^' *^®**' natural, her pulse more 
adherent ihan natural, was tedious and dii- but the paui, thirst, and vu- 

uitijiig still coQUoaed. bhe compiatued of 
acute peiti iu the h)|K>gaatric ragion, with 
au urgent desire to maU water j this wii 
accurdiiigly driwu diCt wiUi the eiththir. 


* I/octurer on the Fmucc of Phyiic ami 
llidwifery. 
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TltftbraTwly ftudlan^ntiflm wove diicontimi«*d. i 
and Ok: loast-water, Ua, and OHi'int*«l gru«l,! 
wtOch had bt^tn takin^^ I’roiii ibe | 
allowt^d bcr. Nine Iiuuth Trom the d(»era- 
tioii, she had slept for a few minutes, hot 
awoke, complainiuis; ctjually of pain, thirst, 
and roniitiii". At three o’clock, neit mom- i 
in jj, fifteen Innirs after the o\»eration, the 
poise became rather fuller, and eoutiuued 
to increase in strength for an hour and* 

; the ftltiti to be hot and dry, witli « 
|lu»hcd cheek ; the toni^ue dry, and pain to 
efuraliy severe and much increa»e4r;(!m 
iTessurc ; twelve ounces of blotid werO 
Kracted, with evident relief. I he abdomeii . 
imented with flannel cloths, dipped in hot 
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natnral appearance. The left ovarium., which 
was diseased, and of the size of a smaU 
apple, was distended with hlood and hair ; 
the former apparently a consequenee of the 
puncture loade during ihe operation. 


05» THE UlEATMEKT OP PILVS, 

Bjf F* SaIiMON) liiMjf*, Svirgtou ta Ihe Gfumtl 
DUpf^ury. 

Two recent nomhers 'of a periodical pnh- 


psier and turpentine, which also afl‘orded|lica(iuu contain some ohservations fioitt 
much relief, and the feet surrounded with ’ Mr. Bacot. not qniy reprehending the plan 
the same. At six o'clock in the morning! of treatment adfiiied Iqf Aipim* l>npwy- 
shc was much hetter ; the pain confined to tren, in the reaue^ of hsmmrrUoids ; 
the hypogastric region, and she felt a fre* ^ likewise condemnittg, in the most indiscriiai- 
(pK iit inclination to void her urine, which » naie manner, the cxciaioB of that disease# 


she now did without the calhetef j there 
was a slight venous di»cliarjpi» 
the thirjit was nearly as 

'.K.. 


The opinions Mr. Baoot has advanced, 
which he states to have founded upon the 
l^olllMrvotionf of Mr. Copeland, appear to mo 


tlu* vomiting had ceastdi^tlih skio w% (ofV imporunoo to he 

itviist and natural ; the pulse 'aui|^ ond fee- i passed over , in silence, 
hic ; she to' k some tea and biscuit with some | Befoie I proceed to allude to the treat - 
ndirfh. >'r?)in this period, until half post ten nrent of liamorrhoids by excision, or by 
o’clock, she eorilinucd to improf|i4)eeping ; Irgatuie, I trust 1 msT he penurtted to ex* 
mildly and xotindfy at int«iya|ls, itti having i auu how fti| tha opinions of Mr* Cope- 
litUe or no pain, or thimtf^wheB the vo •» land accord willi tliofe Mr. fiaoot has 
miting, thirst, aiid pain recurred, t»| the i assigned to him. He (Mr. Bacot) wriU^s, 
face snul hat ds cold and ctalillny.f” It cannot bo too geuerally known ihsl 

'ii.e brai.dy and wit water ftote repeated, ; iho profession is indebted solely to Mr. 


and bottles of h6t <^torti^)plbi4 toibe hands, 
fVet, and eideai^wltli apparent good itfikei- 
At one o’clock lier breathing became bur- 
ried : and although she had *l<*f‘t at inter- 


]5ri*»sioi» of the vital powers, a drachm of 
nitrous ether, another of arotnatte spirit 
of ammoins, find five drops of laudanum, 
Wi rt* given every hour; but the vomiiiiig, 
thirxt, and craving for fotwl, continued ttna- 
h»(ed. ntitl the skin became colder and 
mo.-t* clmiviny j the pulse totally imper* 
c» piihle ; the breathing mote hurried ; the 
vomiting more tirgcot* until eight o'clock, 
when she expired. 

Dimetisn* 

Two o’clock, s.ir., Saturday, 4ih OctoWr, 
thirty hours after death. Un mahiug the 
usua! crucial incisiim of the parietes of the 
abilomcn, the pet itoneum appeared deeply 
liaged in patches, partly with iiiHamraatioii 
«iid partly with hlood, hut tliiefly with the 
latter, (d wliich there might he.uWspcrsed 
over the abdominal cavity shoot six ounces. 
Thu soft linings of the pelvic cavity were 
iiifiitTuted witli blood ; tl»e urinary bladder, 
and ureters, and rectum, were perftH ily sound 
and healiby, and the tagiua presented s 


Ccmland for the clear tud scientific: view 
wmeb he years ago, of this class 

of ciMiaplaints i to him alone mutt be ascnhvd 
the merit of having ahowa to wliat cases 


I fib, still the symptoms hidiented more de- j the operation by ligaiuie is applicable, tud 
'* ’ * ' - ‘ ‘ '■ wher»* exnsion may !m» prnetked with safe- 

ty ; and the value of his works consists in 
the sound and unerring principle opou which 
it is foundfii—thai ot the auatumital suuc- 
tttre of the par is coticeroed. li has often 
surjiTued me that. notwitlisUiuliOg the 
length of time wtiich bus elapsed since the 
publicution of Mr. Copelaud's pamphlet, 
und the esninunt success aUendiog hts prac- 
tice, tire profesaioo, both in England and on 
the Continent, ap{>ear to he still SQ little 
inatructed on this subject. In all modern 
works upon diseases of the rectum, includ- 
ing Messrs. While's, Kirby’s, and Calf eit’i, 
the treatment of the internal hmiuoithoidal 
tumour, is discussed in a manner thit evi- 
dently shows those geatlemen to hwe been 
unacquainted with the ttuo ptineiplvs of 
practice in theae cases ; and 1 cannot but 
repeat uiy conviction that, if Ute niotie o!' 
operating, first brought into notice by Air. 
Copeland, and which I have followed for 
some years with the same invariable suc- 
cess, was generally understood, and appre- 
ciated us u ought to bc» wc should hear 
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notliing asMBre of ilto excuion of internal ’ be all removed at once, at tUe imminent 
limroorrboids.*' i lUk of the life of the patient !'* 

Now, reapeeitng the formation of hse- To what extent, then, the opioiona of Mr 
moriboida, Mr. Copeland remarka, that I Copeland meiit the eulogium Mr. Uacot 
the iuteatinal variocae tumour, or htemorr* | haa beatowed upon them, 1 lea? e to the 
koidal excrescence, has been so very ac- 1 decision of others, 
ourately described, and distinguished from ; To Mr. Copeland, lioa'erer, the merit 
other complaints which it somewhat resein- : of originality and utility is justly due 
bles, by Sir James Karle, aiul some others, : for the treatment of luntnorrhoida in the 
and ia a disease so wull known 4o surgeons, early stages by the use of the rectum bou* 
that U be^mn uimsesmiry to enter into aigie; though I do not agree witti Utut gen 
minute detail of its luithre aud its apj)ear‘ j Uemsa as to its modus operandi, since 
•nee.* But I am sorry to ai||, that believe where it it productive of any bene 
though 1 have repeatedly euecdlded to the lt.it is not by its preasute producing al 
utmost of my wishes in curing the disease sorption of the hmmorrhoidi, (for befui 
by the application* of a ligature ; this sue- this would take place, ulceration of the pp 
cess baa not been so uniform as to establish would most probably ensue) but by ti 
it in my mind ta an operation aimys removal of stricture of some particular part 
fe U rtommmdid, la one instance the j of the bowel. 

patient very narrowly escaped death; ioj lu my *' Practical Essay upon Stricture of 
aaotiier, very serious symptoms were pro- ; the Rectum,” which 1 presume Mr. Bacot 
dttced by the operation; and, in a third case,! has not peruaed, since he hat made no 
the operation was actually fatal. I havo allusion to it, 1 have given some cases iUus- 
also beard of one or two other instancesltrativo of this particular ; audit appears to 
where the life of the patient was destroyed i ^y ito means improbable, tliai the ha - 
by freely tying off the hwmorrhoidtl ex* jmorr^e whidb sometimes follows the re- 
creacence.” I moral boUi of extental and of inieraal liie- 

Mr. Copeland further condemns the ;roorrhoidil, is, in a great degree, promoted by 
unscientidc manner in which Ute removal by I the name cause ; for any ohstructioii at ih^ 
ligature ta frequently performed, neverlhe- j superio| 3 »|B^ the intestine tciuls, not only 
leas admitting, that he haa Men very sc- ; to previilihe free circulation of the blood, 
rioua accidents, and even deatlr, sometimes . but tikewiae to create an loTmorrhagic dis- 
liappen, when much leas injury is offered to ; i>oaitio» in the Teasels at Uic lower pan of 
the parts than in the case which ]Mons. ; the ractum. 

Petit has related. Locked jaw, suppression ; A just conaideratioiii of the causes of «ny 
or retention of urine, and other had symp* i particular complamt will be our best guide ; 
toms hare occured, when no more violence j tint nnly to prevuht it, bxt likewise as to 
haa been done to tlie rectum than in oisny | theroodo of treatmotit we should adopt fur 
of those, cases which have been publiabed, i its removal or alieriatioA. l.«l us therefore 
and have terroinaled liappily." And he ; briedy enquire into the causes of piles, 
ooocludea this pan of his subject hy advis- ; Varicfus as llieae wilt be found, they alt 
ing as^Mhe safest and beat way, to pass a tend towards the same reaults, vis. ** dis- 
ligature round one only of the tumours at a tenlion of the minute vtaaeli of the inucouS 
time, the most paiufui and troublesome of i cost of the rectum, and euliirgemeUt of liie 
them, and to wail until the patient has i h«m<.rrlioidul veins. They may he pro. 
quite recovered irom this operat ton before jduced, therefore, by any ctrcum.<ttai)ce, 
any thing more be attempted, if any thing conatituttonal or meihanical, preteruatu- 
more should still be necessary.” | rally exciting, or inechsnicatly oHslrucUug, 

Kespecting tlie removal by excision, ail | the circulation in tiu-se particular parts. 
Mr. Copeland observes is, but 1 cunfefs j f bus they comrounly follow an injudiextus 
that I have been hitherto deterred, by the j use of peculiar or violent purgalive uiedt- 
fear of hemorrhage, from extirpating them | <’ines ; or too great an indulgence in vene* 
bv exciiimi ; fur it is to he recollvcted »y ‘ hence, also, arises the prevalence of 
tbit tlie veins of the abdomiosl viscera , p»let iu persona accuitomed to a sedentary 
have no valves, and siso that considerable ^ mode of iiie, the preternatural wuimih ex- 
dilScully has been felt by Mr. Hry, and by jetted Irom tbe couittut aiiUog pusiiiou of 
C^ber turgeoot, in restraining the bleeding i the body, promoting undue aclfou in the 
afwr such an opration. U is belter that j vessels of the tower prt of the alimentary 
this opration, by ll|ature, should be re- j canal; while the dehcieiicy of exerciso in- 
pated two or thr«u» ftmes. if it should lie- j duct s a torpid and confined state of (he 
come necessary, tijimibal the tumour slmuld : in great degree assisted byadefl- 

i ^ . .4, , . jcieiicy in lh« si-ciotion cf hile.” 'I hi y are 

• He afterwards olludi*s to differe&t uii- very cowunonty counucted with an enlarged 
thors who have recommended the treat* and diaeosed i'(ji»dition of the Uvt-r ;iu which 
meut by excision, or by ligature . case we shall usually hud cho veuuua ettouli* 
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t!ottof 0e r^etaffi, \6 be mere er leM «f-‘| io raeomter msidk loet! imlfttli 
feete^ ; e circuniitebee |i^ hmfreqBentty aeme oonRtittttioiwi 

counted lir. wU«B we coneJder tbe itn^ jence ^ om wiiicb, when once exeile^^ Pe, 
diite connexion wMch e»itt between we | heee e my limited eontronl* Peoeiii|f|', 
♦ent portae end hminorrheld^ eeioi, JM j there are leeerel timonra, (e eemnurn bo-^" 
a common cnttie of piiet will a;cnneiice, rde idiiR be necewilited to|^* 

contracted condition of eonie portioii bf the j fwai eemel opeWiiioJi*. I'he epplicetion 
rectum,' which caoeei «n aocumnlalloii of of the li|ittire dt extiemely pimfnt ; its 
findtt^ftod fmm in the, bowel *, this neceesi- operation tedious, end not nnfreqnently in^ 
Rilyirriislep.tlie parfi knd ittmncons coat completer ei^mr from the ligature 
^ore ''.pariAlar%,;'%'.h^^^ jwp<dhtt^|boie, ot: M|cssoit|p| tl^ba«o 
■ 'jtaininff wbitU 'floors hripl^*' left, , wlitilR'^wme- a niditt' .Ife;; 

. motion, ,tUo ’ reidft. of tlie ■iceiimulatl® ihe 'niOj^roitpe^l , 

* Ijccti the minute teiMfli of the hoo^ |fter ther«ippltoM%r^^*ti^ 

E}£tends them, ahA ’dually causes tliem to l^ftaete^ ^ 
l||p>tere, produem^ the lumOrrhage go- Aereif 
^%ral|y ejf^tscnced, more or loss, by th<jse da! reiiie. 

.rho are subject to It is not alwayn JNow 

(udiciOttS, Suddenly^ to correct thi« efibet ; pediHons, it it 
Jor though it is a dialased action, it it very j leas, aa^ is the 
ft requenUy the mode b)’ which nature re< ‘ " 
ilievcs herself, and it thus, peftiaps, 


f venis tho formation of 
disease. 

From this c^i#, lihewi 
rhoidttl reins mayfee^e / 
do not burst, but onle^flf 
tutnouu in Ihei part. Thtb ei 
continue to Increase, provh 
rcniHins uucorrtcled, till, i 
staiiccs, the whole cavity of,^ 
he nearly dlled up, 

' Another efteetbFbrritation to the 




'is iaor#4ii'r 
./HP piM 0 :. 

^if locat^C- 

distorbas# 
'^fnd, hiiath^''>' 
liieenlarg^ 



ahedUtroih 
t will ' ance, 
cause * In^oditsf 

in-i 

will I hly he e*i 



'.wSj 

mm 


is the coagnluble ^ 
to lime, is thrpafp 
of (he int^i|y^^^ 
wild muo^bblilf 
organisi^ ai' 
disea^', su jmitstltfpByoi'''’ 
lerabte pain.** 

The ibr0g<d»j 
brief andshM 
maim of piles, 
exqiTs'ce»oe.**''*7|Sb#'’ 
stance cf n mtrfooh ' 
patient attfiering |n^ 
piles } Im inquires^ttlto 
tknt’s geforal'boalth, 
he has.noi'any enlbtfed 
tion of the liveri io Iha intos* 

line, or uu) otbor organio tflbetion io which 
the formation Of lli« ]^lesinty reasonably 
he aiirilmted, Hf > ipamines the part, and 
discovers oaoor ^ 



m 

itefcef 


flammation, or of j 
tb* parts heal i . 

0 We are compeUtd ; 

* ■ ‘ itehliiL the probable dn^ 

brtfi 

Is' ;te 'bb%ppj{iipiiOd[' 
^ Slid loeal dist«i|- 
,.:iirsrisibly follow w 

itag^^ich' mayi^MI^' 

- _ yMtow thtt onmto by 

excision or by ligstere, I think »: WWWl;;ho 
I . admit red tlmt fhdy pbopoadeints tnfwo^eiC 
% ■ the removal -by'-imiltm. So tier wteote* 
nettoi^, IkiA ' 'osn only say I 

Ute opolkloii by 

had In imecntMsr Ims«. 
ntei^bigf , W hefOr to such an i«teot fo ti^ 
fnditiite^ the lifii of tho potiont, or >re& fO 
be a sonree of opprohension, sinoiNft hSs 
rtidtly subsided spOn throwing a few mjec^v 
tsoni Of cold water into the ttetnta. On the 
Other hand, in tbime cates out of serea in 
whic^^4 tpphed the Ugat^, though it 
was wkh grest eantioti, it creotod 
tooh i^ere cons^tional, as well ns tocil, 
disturbsnoe, that f was obllfed to fiAo it 
away, i may akO add, tbit I haao nniio 
than once excised the excrestAnoe fM 
pntients who bad preetetmlyOiidsigoaft llie 
opftatioii by ligatatei sod? whO we ^ 
pressed their decided "" 

1 former mode of relief, t siw:i|elinii 



trudtng externally. Of 'being wiUim*the jfnte to believe, that when 
sphincter, On wh«i k ^ to found htsjwn* to wiy «to»t. it to to 
iudgmenias to (h« |iNnoyfl% eadiion or I ^b«to tl'** t“«toafB ate 
by tigainre t l shou)d^^say, notenmuQluinonj^ enlarged and dIaOMtd eownttot of tho 
the in!ie of the tutoonr and Its fa tent of at* i l*v#r, with stndliTf^l^aae part of the 
techmcai to the roifWlo^ as aims the con- j rectum, or tome olllar JMso which may 

' • - ' * * ttive vii» to an hmitoWli^ 

lhos«::||te}»'^l ;■ 
t% Old Bcoid Stteot, 1« I8f8. 


ditmovof the hs>flidi|!lb^|il;.|tei:MS. 
la the reinOv^by ligayfe, we shall have 


* Sidmdn on fttiieture of the Rectum, &c. 
No. dT4. 
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^ fte«4oiii of the medical |>resi end the 

• :|fiPf^. Satm^, Jfpvtmitr io, 18 S 8 . •ippo««» “f » " Hpl« rt# Cw»er’’ •}'#• 

. . - .■■jy.i tern, Wit one in nrhieh the operetioi^ for 

Wk ellnded* last W6ek» to e fabricated strepgjiiJated heraie wet performed up(ft a 
cate traniautted to thit |o«inal fro^ hoy, without any regular attempt at the 
goWt in a letter tigned Maxwell C. Ctl' taxis, bleeding, dci.i and whera tlm irrtoii' 
in the expectation that t^ur expotn^ ctUe hmio proved to be noilung but a co.^ 

the fraud wiilll contiteporaneoii iectroo of the tpermatic chor<, 

irith iOtBW^ the fabi|- ^e accuracy of the account of this cal 

' m jpf thote wlii ^‘i^h hi|^; which will bo found it ptge 4i^^5 of our l| 

v|{^plidluog of th(^ fidselhttettinl to was denied in a commuoicat^ 

il^had themielvea given oi^Ctdation. Our from Glasgow, to which we gave inseriiot* 
ipu^pitfoni |^l|^|en 1^^^ Uigu fulfilled! and which, shortly after its insertion, eliciti 
^ the rea^ieoikape |||§||a to this tranaac* ’ cd a letter from Mr. Macnee, who ms drc««a 
for (thej an Mubluahinglm toe fMtie/if, conftming the original stale- 

avowal of their oiw tuTp^de, and are 'l*hi# last atatement has never been 

• dnitlj^ irf nprninTi'j thlt"thOij|ijfrfta nif t>td may, therefore, he taken 

ira#|lbrda 1 jolt ii* fotther proof were 

.Irow u we- had Teaa<ii^ft:Jii i^i i&ib&^ cate- brpught^ a-gainat 

oi" tl^e penoss, we credit fofjtbe futicuciniries of the Glasgow Infirmaty, 

nape^oftagaci^, orcu^jig, frequedit) jit w4ii^l|l|pp^o^ in the contemptible ma- 
found united mth-^udu^li^yiropeniitiet, ! no^ovi^f or thehr instruments 

ii'hich )|ej do not appfet to poaieat. The | l^^worted—a luanqpu vre which has sue- 
oljjecloCtbe perpetiitonW ^ fraud watiC^P aufficifin^ and diagme 

to tliiO!| discredit ow^-^tito 

■ »»d 

liat bei|Mly eatabUihed,, by 

i cue^-lfditcb had" nnfnr oc^tod^-wii |jp. for self* 

Ikioil^ inaentd in our ioupal Koir, p on the auo^ of their fraud, 

avowal of their own fraud ndgativea ttoifor th#| wiU fnt^ nothing % it but the 
imputotion of malice, and SOpaeH’W*^^! tttfiifiitop, Shal a fow ohacure and hungry 
. foato the object of the fahricatioRp Hfid ll^of ptof on aid# of iha IVcfd have 
they merelj infittod on the folae atilainool^ • Madtod foelij^ fith tbeirtoilie, and are 
the MW would bava been thrown upon ifady exult aad fiap their wiuga itt a sup- 

doumal of ahowing that the fobrioaied e«to powd^tosuiaphovar Tna Lasckt, W« can 
had bean ianoeentl^ , publtobed ; but by ; afiford lor rmcti hewaver, to ackuunrlcdge 
avowing their own Itoud. the)', at tl»e aame ' that our advaraatiei hara tciutnphed. atneo 
Jfapg. fOFutoh a complete aoawer to the alle- the otdy •uperior||ty to which they pietond 
' gxm^ ^t We hive been actuatod by mali- ! it aupuriority in ^t uae of WM|mna whkh 
4iioaa|laotlrea in, publishing caaea of mk ; no honeit antagoujiat woohl employ. They 
fmif it the Glaxgow Infirtoary. and thejr ! have failed in aUlagitiintto altompU to cope 
prove nothing* therefoie* but the liability; with tiiiWntiVi but the irta of oircum* 
of Jotimaliatf to he deceived, so long tojTeniion and fraud joay itill furnish a fiold 
ioeiety is tnfottod by personi as ^||picablc ; for vltdr amhitioft^ ,lha more easily won. at 
and degraded as tbetuftelves, [they v.ili have nothing to dread from uur 

Tlie cato whkh gave riie to iho war nowlcomp» tliion. 
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We etin hardly iWiaglQe a mora de6iaivj|» leeans of redreaa ia iiietr own jh«iid#» if 
wfutotioii of the charge of malice agaiiitl they are naakilftolly treated J if^ot tlm 
iKMpitat fiioctiQoaries, \vhich haa been a& ietulute atok who seek and 
fremientty aad ahautdly madh againat thh ^asHtly dsd themm^aes neglected and maU 
Jt^rnal, than the ackaowMge^l htiijNIty upated, i» (wt chifliahle inatitutioni. Fo? 
of resorting to fraud, ialordw to «he cape of negli|aiiee or igooiatece on the 

uaaettiott of e etatemOdt il^olviii^^^ part of hoajfutal iorgetma, that it faifl^ 

^aaional ability of in hotpUll aurgeon at orooght tmder the tmtice of the pv1}Uor^|kl 
^lasgow. It is made ihatti^^ bo aod may be tral^ aaid,*^it <lNiinty^ ^ tlia 
Auilatioo, that the fraud Wtui, *• well coa. ammadveri^lphifi|iadueto^b^. He»inr» 
jlived and happily ekOeuced;' A well- therigUaniOofllieMiealiireii l^ 
Hl^ceived fraud” is a phrase Il'ich «a- exertedt iioiagidiiat, btttk fbfour of/#^ 
outs strongly of the morality of Mr. who comydiia of the condaet of ho^^ 
^eachim, who held that there were lome Amctionaries ; tmt ititbft lupprmil 

r ogues of BO dull aii apprehension that or diaeonrage aiiCe^iitir-<beeauae au^ 
Rhey would never come to. the gallows statemeatt may, by ps^biUty, turn ovt to 
f with crmlit, if they were to live a twshs* be erroneooa or exaggerated, «-<4iit to afford 
motAL But admiuing. aa we , are yeady wtwj to ^ weaker party to prefer 

to admit, that the fVaud' wi^ dgaiait the stronger; beoaua* 

exeeuted, what does this fact |imre» but we kncer^lttp enp^tteoee, that sneh 
that it was necessary to fiiruUk{prnnd/aeis, pkUati are, iia a minority of inatan^ too 
eridenoe of the authenticity oese, in w^l founded^ |t is a wholeeouie d<Mil]d&e« 
Older to pro<mTe its ineerUoaia 4ia Jour- which catmot li* too ctzoagly unpreaeed o& 
nal t We cannot* of courac, be reepOj|||^ the mioda of hoapital Borgeoas, dh«t they 
to the same exteitt;i^ th* toemracy hold eituatSoiie for the efhcieat diatiliaifa of 

transmitted to «» l^'oar cck^l^aaf^^ tlw daBea of wbtdh they are roapcmaible, 

for that of caaea xepi^ dlkm oar 

auUMKityi but where there is nw atfoog dua}iy*<--*lbr, if tbdr respoaaibiity bxte^ 
reaaoo) Mptm the laM of a letter, It doubt ao furtlmr, they would, in effect, owing th 
the inteffity Of the writer, we ehall ih^ be the ooeditioa of the imtienta, wbieiiif* for 
detened by a and k the oouiae of the moat part, dcatitote and Imudltas, be 
our editorial cxpeiience, twexampled kv wfcoHy>w^rw^ 
staniaj of dalmneety on Ibe part of aa ua- pubba hate a right to know whether mieh 
pxinripled Seotchmw, froito firlnf iueer* aurgSi^ ire, or are not, eompeteut lu» die* 
tion to eommonieatioas eddreaaed to at by charge the daiies oftheoffioo to which 
provincial surgeons. The m\y inftaacit in bare beta appointed ; imd this knowlet^ 
which we uniformly rofuse to insert com- they can only obtaia throogli tbo lUidtttai 
munle4tions from ufthnowa correapondcitts of a Far * MuoiC A t Paxas.^^^ distinoltott 
are, whera the akiU of a ptactitiouer may between tlm cases of an iiiaom|»teftt 
be impugned or queationed in a case oecor- mi aurgeon, and an unskilful |Mdtam |i^^ 
riog in prtmtf practioe. Caaes oceurriug in Ooaer; as nffortUnggrouad for 
puWic hospitals stand upon a totally vermonsof a pablicjmimal,btoopldittwe 
didbfeat footing. Iloiquta) evrgeons are a}q>reHend, not to be perotdved evaa by 
amenable to tba|mblki Ibr ihe faithful and those who have, ia ariument, eonfimndiMl 
efficient diechsrge the dutiea of the office rhesa. in the ffift place, m iacompetent 
with wUich they ate entrusted. The pa* hospital surgeon bat not only far greater 
ttenta of prluato pracuiionert have the opportunities eff dkng miiehl^^ but ha » 

T:* 
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iKsaisg tu« following ntcwnt of • '•»• 

* Jolm u"biow. » y™* 'teft'foolTS*. 

vt m of bod bif ^ 

nor 6i» rfUuom 

dfform>iytooki>l*«. A*tWtfr^«^‘« 

for pro{t«»»nol twirttnu, JHg »J|^ 
10 tSe Middlcte* lloipluV,*lUioB‘ 0»W‘» 



FHACitfiE by THE TttlOM HONE. 




% tflf tfeijfcf fdt Mifci; tt kit, a reader 
of Titf Lancet adHsed hidi to cooAult roe. 

Xo«d it was a case that 1 could cure. 
ThAifcuinsianccf of his o^ectipos 
fdl »xpectaiioii of adequaVS®»pc^pa^«« 
om oi tho i t 

Ire biro i first; beottiiae^^joi:'^lfel |y 
firould wake him a jMeietol «f great lil&te ; 
^and, i&ecoiidlj, l^was i that 

ka'ould prove to 
*^jal profession, . 

^orth investigatiai, 
pvtsry, 

' With this vic#^ P‘ 
y 30tK of SepHrHii 
fy ibiOf with him. Tliait^re tireaeui, 1 
i tbe time, Mr* Kingston . 

' ind Mr. Pattison* suraeoaif aad you, and 
' he other geutldigfeti, wM t(«^bcr the ex- 

f 'Kant of .tbe defonadt^ ■ ' ■ " 

After I returned home, I iitd a cast takefi 
from Ids leg and foot ; this cUli reranins in 
my postession, abd ytm will perceive tbat it 
is a fsc'sirtiile of tbi leg at Ibe time you aaw 
it. The annexed figure I, is drawn from it, 
ariti will give a correct idei Of it to those 
wbo have not seen tbe origiOab 

1 imtnedialttly began to 1^eat''biai sc- 


(uember luedU 
i^hjeOt.is 
’ t roy &- 

I to yotfiwi 
■; had done 


tient, and receive ioch odimr lnfontti|^ ia 
bemayd^re. ^ 

1 am; Silr^yooii, dec. 

T. SKELORsin. < 
No. 7, nevonabire Street, 

Portlaudf^/ . 

Noverohet,|,;:!jJl5. 

[The tfoove oiferreiflects grdit credit On 
Mr-:Sheldrtibe j hope that pr^- 

tiffi^rs tmd sttidedts will at ail th«inmw|!l 
.Of ibe fidtantagOl Mis cakmlated to atfmtf* 
Wr. She%ahe’s inetltod of treating dlStCMr- 
Hoaa ijk tts peCttliar as it is SuceessfoK and, 
fo founded On a thorough knowledge 
|d^ol^ of ihulcUlaT action,— EO; 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
A'eremier 17, 18*8. 

Dr. HA6LJi»i President, m tbe Chaii^. 

ica. auasqury’s cure or a rRACTORR 
or Tur NEcx or iibe t«iok-bone.— -on. 

IIOMlNs's UKSCrCCKSSrUL qjRSARlAX CASfc 


cording to the prioeiples that hate been dc* ■ Tbr Minutes of the last Meeting were rssfid* 
tailed in The Lancet. Lhave acen hiroi Dj.i^slam understood, that aoineof the 
*daily. from ^ai time to ^ present intended to bate put some 
the annexed figum f* I have drawn ijmift b»s f^jp^jctiug the ca*d3|r. Amesbury 

foot on the clay tiidtJ am wtiirog t us. By lo ihe notice of the Sociefy 

comparing the two figureaw you wvH see the ^ Meeting, of a perfect cure of the 
amount of the improvemmit ti'st ba* principle, and if 

eltecicd in tUiSMiOrt portion of t»me. | that ware so, he abould be happy to find 

Tbo cure is gradually going on , ns is always the sobjcci resumed, 
the caiio wbea dueh deformities are pro-: Mr, A si esbvry related the particulariw 
yicrly Treated, Tfiis youth lives at three ; another caae now under his immediate irett'* 
miles* diatimca Ifom my house ; but be ment, in No. 10, Ann s Ward, $t, 'rhomas’s 
walks to roe every day, and back again, be- ICnapitaJ. The patifent, JanO Davis, »rat. 
sides taking such other exercises as are j 45^ wbilo walking iu Cannon Street, alij>ped, 
usutti to persons of Ms age. This plan he feU cm the troebaoter major, on tiief thof 
willconlifiue.till the form and powers of his Augdat, and broke the neck of tbe thigh- 
leg are fully restored, wMcb cannot be for bone, ilhe wTas iromediutely taken to the 
many roonflw to eome. , Hospital, and put under the care of Mr. 

I hee t > announce, that any «entieinat>, Travirs. Sbdrtijf afterwards she was seen 
profestional, or private, who Wy bn deti- ;bv Mi. Amesbury, and the^ofe tie««iae« 
rotts to see this lad. at any time during the of the case committed to bun. On the 11th 
proiiress of the cure, shall be perfectly at | of ti»e Same month. 

libertv to examine Mm. and also to witness ‘bis beds where she reofomod w^oks. 

the treatment fbtii T am ih th<’ ‘mbit of The Umb was 4hert examiM, and thefra<> 
adopting in such usei. I must. boWever. lure found to fo ututed J sl«e was r^t^ed 
receive Uo days’ notice of the intended to amrther bed, and nfeerwards permitted 
vitit, soring, alio, at wl.at /hwr 1 may ex- walk a little with the oU 

pect my visitor, Tbu prelimMary U no- : and aim is novr every day jjttting heller and 
wssarv, becauia the vouih comes to me at . better. At the last Moeung, the aubjecy of 
uttcmaio bouw. which I name to him every jre/witm^ wav dh:cus4ed, and, as bisicn-ed, it 
day bKore !&. according as ihy owo JWas declared to be the opimon ot the ho- 
engagemenufody render it nKe>i«r)% If, 
tifer&tH. any genileman informs uic, two i Ihe K wittily, a. 
dkVf pfc'/to&ly, when he will come, 1 : Mr. Aaitskvfiv 
m m that he eUtdl act my pa- .not be anajii, aa he wmf ot» 1 > gmif to 
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aOd, that if mj jentlpmin were inottend- Mr. Kixosox, «« Ml »x«m|>l6 J(nJ;i)th«i*. 
ance for the purpose of reporting;, he should said he should cheerfully comply i<^.ilh the 
he htppy to give him a copy of this request from the Chair, because heT-pnsi* 
case. The men introduced to the Society dered the dignity of the Society rei^ired 
on the former occasion, walked without « the utmost deference to he paid tol|hat 
limp, Md could sustain |wo hundred weight seat. He u^ld only add, that h« wasVur* 
pon his shoulders. pris^ ^ Hud the President had al]owed\he 

Mr. Sai.uon had examined tlie man af^ tentM:|lw» eMUnjM '' to have been mn^? 
he left thftJS<miety’s room, and was perft use of on tlie hi^t the Society inefj| 
satished in his mind, that the neck of the and which (mdid diS®)r have been spplie^ 
thigh hone had never been broken. There either to himse]r(ldT, Kingdon) or to Mr. • 
WHS a hard protuberancfv below Uio trochao.- Ctllaway«!ia consequeaee of what they Iiad 
ter major, which, cmnbined with other cir« said a fo|ii||||^ ago* He was astontshe'^ 
cumstanees, assured him that the fracture such an expMfesiou could have been mad 
ipust have been below the cervix. He Imd use of, and alwed to psai in the presenc 
lid a great deal to do with practical sur- of ihePremdent of thit Society. 

1^, and, from the age of the individual, Tl»e PnvIiinauT declarfed that h« did t 
perfect recovery, and the limp he iiad hear so higl^.ooloorad an eapresfioxi ^ 
alluded to, he was quite sure the fracture terod. 

alleged to have taken place, could not have Mr. Kinodou added, that it was reporter 
existed* He believed that no fracture of in The LANxnt of thatdsy. Mr. Kingdo 
the cervix was ever cured without consider, concluded by stating, that he could not 
able deformity. Ail he bad seen, were agree with the observations made by Mr. 
fractures external to the capsule, and those Salmon. Because Mr. Salmon had not met 
that had united, had invariably been attend'* with a clear case of fracture of the cer* 
edwith very considerable deformity. vix femoris united by bone, according to the 

Mr. Ameshl'hy wss equally satisfied in treatment adopted under his notice, tbal was 
his mind, that the fracture in this instance! not to be a reason why the profmion were 
was of the cervix, and that it had healed in ] not to turn their attention to a superior mode 
ihemannerstaled, by bony deposition. It of treatment. 

was impossible for him to state precisely, ; Mr. Lambert wished to know of Mr. 
that the fracture was within the capsule. The 1 Callaway, how many cases, in the course of 
fracture was sometimes within, sometimes ! a year, of fractured cervix of the thigh-bone 
without; sometimes partly within and were treated in Guy’s Hospital, and cured 
partly without, and the symptoms of all w'ere without defortnitv, and what beds were 
so similar, that he thought it would be a used’ He had been in the habit of attend- 
difecuit task for any man to uodtrtaka to ing that Hospital for a long lime, and he did 
Slate precisely in what exact situation the not reroemher ever having seen more than 
fracture was. As Mr, Salmon wss so iacre- ; about six cases, all of wliicli had been cured 
dttlous on this occasion, he hoped he would [ with very considerable defoiraity. 
l^e the trouble of visiting, and of paying Mr. Ca li.a way considered thut Mr. Lam- 

especiol attention to the woman he had bert had both put and answered the ques- 
given a description of, and who was under ; lion. 

bis care at that moment. j Mr. LAMOsni' then said, as it was ad* 

Mr. KivGno.*»f, before he made any remarks imiucd, that in one of the first Hospitals m 
upon the case, wished to ad vert t<Mv hat had; London, this fraclwre could not be cured 
taken place on a previous evening, rtspot t- i without deformity, it bt^caroe the profc.-ision 
iug the liberty tks preii. \\ hen the sub- • to turn their stteniion with eogerness to any 
ject was under discusMon, the President had Uonlrivaiice that auv genikinuu minhl bring 
given itashU opinion , that when n paper , forward to accomplish the cure without de- 
was read to the Society, it did not belong to j formiiy, and that oaosequeutlv Mr. Aiues- 
the iiodeiy . 'fhe con»equei\ce of tbia wua, 1 hury’s plan was entitled to tbu most serious 
that tbe very best parts of the paper wereUttentiou of the practitioner, 
picked out, and reported with admirahle ac- Mr. Callaway had alwavs admired Mr. 
curacy, by which means, he apprehended,) Amesbury’s treatment; but, for hia own 
the author woa deprived of his literary right - part, he had uniformly adopted the plan of 

Sir a. Cooper. Ho firmly believed a frac- 
iiie PuEsiOENT interrupted the speaker, tute within the capsule would'not unite by 
to express Ins wish, that as Mr. Kingdon bone. Sir A. Cooper hod sent to many emi* 
wns bunging forward a subject which was nent teachers in London, DwUin, Kdinburgb, 
private, and as there were medical subjects andmony parts of the Coatindnt for a speoi* 
pressing upon the Society, he would ah- men of a fracture within the capsule, that 
stain from further observations upon that had united by bone, but bad never yet 
which must be considered foreign 4o the been able to procure one. Than that emi- 
tusouiuon of the night* nent practitioner» no one had ever paid aiore 
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frtotuiei »hout this part of tUe ! 
body./Why Mr. Ameibury’i bed was not 
rt.g,,jjfiy weed, both ni public and private* 
wiisv 

\ Lloyd objected to tlie^fiDsitioii llMII 
tb^benrix could uot liave bM fractured* 
jj^be case abowa to the Socmy, because 
mny (piion bad tahe» jp^ltcd ia CoUieqi^ce 
the oige of the patleid, aujj tliefc bettig no 
deformity. Ho hid aeea pttsoin^ui^l^ fifty 
years of age, bsve the««u^ of U^^ 
broken again and agiiv, where t|>i»au united 
-vitbout any deformUy So cer- 

^in was he,lbattht|u»witMpoe«fe«^d, 
^at if be heard of 1 pm^ .V««« 

"f age meeting wiw accidii^t, snd tbe 
^1^ WM not cured witliout delmity imd by 
^ J,y unioa, be sjionld coacbf^ w bad b«aa 
tiistreated. lie alludtd to.iiseral cases in 
vhicU he bad not the sUgWteat doubt, fbat 
t cny union bad taken pIniCft m fractures 
witbin the capsule* and lie considered the 
greoiest credit was due to Mr* Amesburj 
for UU industry, and ihC pctfection to which 
ho bad hrof^ght the aipde of treating ibis ao 
cident. 

M. Suas iLEY entirely concurred with the 
last speskcr. Ilie slovenly practice of Uie 
Loudon Hospitals, with respect to cases of 
this sort, bad induced him to look for a bet* 
ter mode of management. He liad been in 
the habit of keeping up extention daily, . for 
three, or four, or five hours, after teimon of 
the limb had suhsided, and then putting on 
splint*, by which roemns lie had succeeded 
in almost every case ho had attempted. , 
lie had no hesitation in declaring, that 
from the number of esses be bad cured of 
fractures of the neck of tlie ihigb-boue, 
as well as other parts of the femur, he 
would undertake lo cure any cose that 
might bo brought to him; even where the 
patella was also transveriely fiictured, he 
would euro it without deformity. 

M. IKicas was much surprised to have 
heard it suggesled, that a Iraoture of the 


mt 


pleasure. Tbe object of the double deik 
was, in ope respect> that of kee{^Qg up 
coniinuat extension pf the limb, nkd tim 
weight of tlie legs Was always found sul* 
ficient for that pur |»oie. There we%p#gs 
for keeping the ||f in a proper pnsiuon, 
Slid in the same with tbe tbigh« when 

Jlying straight the body^ and there 

Maom sideboard to which ihe tol wao strap- 
|Kd, which eoiapteted the ipparsitiis. 

Mi VVAfcLXft belieeed thst the appara^ 
Mr. BUcke had altuied to, had been usedftf 
a long time in the Boroogli Hospitals, and 
been found very oA«» to fait Itwaa agreed, 
on idl hfsds, tliat Mr* Amesbaiy’siafppihip 
was 1 giiit improvement ; and for whtcb li 
was entitW to the gratiludc of the proli^ 
sion at large. . 

■ At this period of the evenllji^ Mr. Loid, 

oiP Hampstead, relfted the papciilars of a 

case of rii/rturrd litem, in which tbe Crnsn- 
rian operation had been performed. A 
lengthened discussion followed, and waape* 
newed on Alonday evening last; but at it 
was not finally concluded, we shall witb^ 
hold our report of the proceedings until 
nextweek. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL* 


CASE SCnOTAI. HF.BNIA, OplUATlOK, AMD 
DEATH. 

Ivy WiiuoT, letst. 65, was Mlmitted into 
Colston ‘a W ard, under the care of Mr. Vm* 
cent, on Wednesday morning, at 8oVlock| 
November 19. The patient ie a lahourefi 
of small stature, willi u considerable Uteval 
cun'oture of the spine, and was brought from 
Harrow to the JfbipluU Stntes, tliat for 
twenty year* pasthe has been* at times, the 
subject of hernia ; that somettmes he could 
return it iiimaelf. at oiliersitbad to be re- 


cevvix could uot be cured witliout deformity ; duced by surgeons, and that, until Monday 
he Imd treated many cases, and cured them Ust, he had not been troubled with any de- 
without the least* saving a slight eversion oi scent for the bat two year*. The hernia 
the toe. He hsd been in the habit of using ! came down whiie he was engaged in puJling 
a bed very similar Ip that of Hwold’s. i'Jie / up young trees, and he has been under joe- 

* ‘ ■ used* at I dical treatment until the time of his admfs* 

* ■"* -* Uion. There is now a aorotat heraia neaidy 
a* large as the head of a full-grown foetus; 
on the right side* The bowels, since the 
descent of the hernia, have been relieved 
several times. Me has been put into the 
warm bath, bled from the arm, the taxis ap* 
plied, and a tobacco enema administered, 
but without effect. Ordered opening medi- 
cine, and a bladder of cold water to be kepi 
applied over tbe pitrt. 

One o'clock. Mr. Vincent saw tbe pa- 
tient at eleven, and has just left him. 
He has still bee& unable to return the her* 


price of Harold’s priWcntod its being 
least in some instairces, and he feared that 
the same'bbstacle might operate against the 
more extensive use of Mr. Amesbury a. The 
apparatus he was in the habit of employing 
W'as very simple, cost only a few shillings* 
and could bu made by uny carpenter. Itj 
was a double desk; the patient lay on his 
Wk, wlUi tlie thighs pressing against the 
one desk, and the legs hanging on the oppo- 
site side. Thera was a little door, for the 
purpose of removing the soil, See. At the 
bottom of ibe desk, there was a board 
which ratsad the desk higher or lower at 



SCIft&ftOUS 


tti^ taeMtotu* It etceediafly tesse, iud 
«tqittlll% {Miiufbl. pmm trnpmi 
of theiUkig^i i»vm psiti <m tb<» kfuit «(teamt 
^ to«ehed 4^ ou im 
tumo0: w mn^ ttte lott'tT piurt of the 
; he iiiil fttjJ ^otithn^et 

to Ins oceeeic^^ Vincetit ttut^i^ 
that h« Wliiwaf the hehtb Kt^siet aio^iS 
of oiiiehliititt«>a»dtliae tliet« iooo siraii^^^ 
tion. Tlfce< aorfOoii, whow cafe thtt 

pttiettt was, informed ht», Uiat^ the pre- 
^dlngday, on endeavtliriQilf to Yetvro Uie 
hernia, he heard a gurgli«|f itotae, from 
which he eoneluded, that ah 3i« foteatiiie 
^thad been bioaght dOWa wal wlumed. 
tpdet these cirevtibetanees, Vii^dt 

f iinot foetl himaetr juitified id operating, 
peeiatlyha Uie bowels had beea opetted 
more than eneei Ordered, ahould the teh» i 
demeti inenrase, im ahundasl quantity Wj 
leeohee to the abdomen. 

Half'paat fire o’clock. ITjo dangerotii 
ajtitiptoiQa harhtf pioeeeded^ and twenty 
leeches haring h^ applied Witbeut afford* 
ing any relief, Mr. Vincent im sent for, 
and he has now determined to perform the 
operation. On la^eg open the ate, anim*^ 
mense ffuantity oi oinentum was found to 
fill it, and which had dragged down the 
colon totheihitcrnal ring. When the stric- 
ture was dirided, Mr. Vincent attempted 
to retufs ^e otneninm ; but after trying for 
half an boar,' and foiling, he was nitder the 
neceasity of removing it with the knife. 
Two arteriei were tied, the sides of the 
Wound brongfat together by adhesive straps, 
tod the patient returned to bed^ The ope- 
ration was performed dexterously, jfo ah 
hour aHer it ihe man diet]. 

" On etaaaiuatioo, the next day, the peri- 
toneiub was found to be iolamed to a very 
considerable extent, at well 4i the reiaaio- 
ing omentum ; and the edon eliowed marks 
of having been vfolently dragged down by 
tiie hernia. 

nanOVAI. OF A St'IRRUOUS BREAST. 

Mary Bums, mt, of short stature and 
dark complexion, was udfoitied on the lOth 
of Sejaemlwr, under the care of Mr. I'arie^ 
States^ tiiat about thirteen months ago she ■ 
observed « smah sWeMiiig in ti»e left breast^ 
and that it has incri*ased griid^mlly, though 
aioAviy, until the present* -hately it has 
given her extreme pain. Mr. Lawrence, in 
the absence of Mr. Me, has examined the 
jratient with Mr. fjkey, and agreed with 
him in the propriety of removing tile gland* 
1:1. It was not tilt the patient Was on the 
tablCr tiwt the glauds in the mtilla were ob- 
served to be ditfoasedr Mr. Sfkey, after re- 
moving tlm brmt, took out font er five of 
these glands^ which, on befog opened, pre- > 
ietiteu a decidedly sain hoot appearaneej 


ntterly ^ 
pupils fraai 
tiOh. 

15. 

first time 
a eooi 
from a de ^ 
wlii^ hits ri 
tient very 


In the breast itself tkfoidtflidaiWdfii 
wem found, mb of them abhut dO ne df ft 
ebesnui, and separated from Oiie ftoomr by 
a septuai of ihe mammary sabfttftYiee^an 
ift lifoh fo ithlcknest. One tigatotoTtily 
a The lifttiont eiiduredvhe 

opei^ fortitude. \ 

greathit ilirougK^ 

jOUt ’of the# 

opem^^i^||^fowfog am-d#il of indiaerlminate ; 
persons |e . aunpiwd the table, thereby 


^ great majority of 
of the oper": 

rela hstd heeu ihottd, for t' 
p^fttfoo^ thfo^ornn 
iiy of bi^ hfti eica|}c 
fd vessel in the ftiiUi 
the sfoeii^it of the pr 

11m ^ I 

lilushed,.aiid ihe tbft^e is dry, with a brown 
Tur on the middle, and white edges. Pulse 
120. Ordered the ft^rveacing dfoft^t every 
four hour.s. 

November 1. She has, with a very few 
slight iaterraptitfos, daily iinprbved, and is 
now fit to leave the hospital. 

®XTE»ftlVePaACTURft OF TBS FEMUR MT8- 
TAftltir Son SIMPIrB COBTUSION OF TUB 
KMXX. 

Margaret Foley, aetat. $4, was admitted by 
Mr. James Farleinto No, 3, Faith’s {back) 
Ward, at twelve o’clock, p.m., Oct. 
under the care of Mr. Lawrence. Stated, 
that nearly twenty years ago she Imd a fall 
from a horse, alter which she had, for a 
long time, suffered much pain in the right 
knee and thigh ; that she had ever after- 
wards had a stift’ knee until the night of her 
admiseion, when, on going down stairs, she 
unfortunately fell again ; her right foot flexed 
under her, and she found she had seriously 
injured tlie knee. On rising, and attempting 
to Stand, ^e perceived the knee-joint to be 
moveable, but she was unable to stand on tho 
right leg, and it bewgacutely painful, she was 
immediately broi! gilt to the Hospital. Mr, 
J. Estle, after exftmfoiug the Kinb, coni 
eluded that no injury had been sostamed 
beyond a ^ple mMn of tho knee, and 
accordingly wrote upon the board, at the 
imtient's bed-head, as the description of 
thif case-Mi” €mtn»d A'««/ '—ordering her 
to be treated accordingly. On the follow- 
ing day Mr. i<owrence saw her, and, giv% 
ing credit to the description, continued 0 
treat the case as that of a thnpio ceittu* 

, Bulmer, tha dfoisef, likewifo 
regarded it as lueh. Oft tfos morning aftiif 
the aecideftt,' the ®deitfo;bf the knee ufti 
thigh Wfoe very cnjjsidpfRMe, twd cdntinft* 
ingV H ocdftafomdly eitdted ft de^ 
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pftfletifi ootttti^tkitt beetmt 
muoltwpkii^d I IbH« yrni unttblp to toovf; 
b«t «bf O&d wat li«pt on boJT back tttttiil 
the MaU of tho lOtegumentl tOveiilbr 

witiijp alotighcfdi *. ■ 

tv, U, The Simt, On titPj^ ^ 
tlMt upon !ier left iiMO| 
nity of dreatinf ‘ 

Pu‘ns was " 

made ihisednrth^i 
Pvmmediatoly set at by 
ominatiofl. MaUOf . - 

five foimed In oortooi psilfcof^^ 

Jdsr iho fasdn. ptiOKilod 



^ lower part of Igis j 


t lh» it* 


like 


t, from 
and OJt 
antertnr 
tbo tbigh« be 
>ut about it* 
foatid mat* 
same con^ 


sneh an exaimnation wiw^ ns^blo Kni tO 

INsotttre^^tlfftt tiiore was no^l»el!tft| g(|^-^ 
elnr' ' W'hoii bo’ «ii#o o»4 wofb 

oMiUiiiai was ad' IMP' nndO|!":^j[ob itOOw* 
ji^ees» as tbe ditimiini of iijfM0pil^i^ of tbs 
^£b-<b(ine< -yet ‘::'W bad.;.|piil|ii; on tbo 
board *• ooi^ited bbOO;* ifiillibb 'Was calcu- 
lated in ibe blglwat degree to mislead, 
isapeclatty in a ease t-bere, by Oie wry neitt 
blaming, before it was aeen by sny 


y>taeii;^ of the ^ 

^b bboal e||bt otinoes 
.neii ^tid jSs, iowed* 
pact, bear jldw »tddle 
W tttrtde a pd|ctlite, snd , 

# unces of itiorcr bsaltby aii 
f ter. I he patiopt #is fel^^ 

Edition, extremely eibahlbli 

Mr. Iiftwreitee, trjKpikviome obsermtfons 
b('ing made to bim rebpedHogibe asture of 
the (•asd| said, that wliett he brst saw tlie 
patient, and indeed aJong» there bad net 
appeared to him auy^llidieitUui of fraottire { 
he, howe?eV; bad iseecr seen tbe Hmb, ea- 
tept in a very swoHea and painful state. } 
A rather warm disotiaiioa took p||mbe- 
ta'sen Mr. Lloyd aip Mr. h Eerie, aii|soti^| 
of the piipila, in the Wardi astd the abouldeaw 
that were to be ju8% burthened with tbpiij 
credit of what had takeii pleof ia tbia caael 
Mr. Lloyd bad seen the patient for tbe 
first time ‘almut a ionmght after her ad-^ 
mission, and several times subtequenlly, 
when requested by Mr. Lawrence, in his 
absence, to visit Uia hospital. When he 
first saw the limb, it was much swollen j 
but stiU bo thought, and observed to tl^cwe 
around him, from tbe general cowtour of the 
thigh, that it looked like a fratture. 

Mr. J. Ksrle observed, that when he ex- 
amined the limb, no vwr/h'ffg’ toktmer tBas fri* 
seutf and yet be was unable to detect the 
fraetttre!! He considered the rospoaii- 
biliiy of tbe case entirely riinoved from him 
on the next day, by Mr. Lawrence and hhi 
dressers iukiug it under their ebfcge. Att^ 
moment Mr. Lloyd suspected b iract 


nature of the luJttJt. Wh^^^ , 

be«li^:'ObOa exIat&At/Xnd diilirihb4pl;.''h ' 
supposed to ^ compi^f bi 

fiSle. it was ioconsiatettt with Hb \ 
kt tbe hospital, for the fetitiedtni 1 
tWptt aaw the patient, and wbOtt |Mt 
''swelling had cdihie on, to lhatibitw inothjr 
rigid eXaminatioilf'il|lrtihwtn(i3lv ffeat wmwd 
be calculated greatly to torture and ksermdib 
the miscMef, with bat eery little proba* 
biHty tbnt the practiti<mef Would get to a 
aatisfactofy conclusion* ^ iftt ;ci(ftaiuly wua 
bf opinion, that Mf* J. *Si«e’a first etriif 
bod led to the futhte miaeoae^iim of the 

iti ' ■ 

Here, then, ia a cate admitted by Mr^ 
i 'Earkt one of the bouse-OiSPffeons, mis* 
ken imd ' errone^^ desoAhed by Mib, 
hence treated under a Idialsll^ notion hjr 
Mr. Lawrence filr a ihontii, Tiaited oceS* 
aionaliy by Mr. Lloyd under tl^ tame erTo* 
neOot impreision, iWd attended to dally by 
Mr. Balmer the dresser, until the #i«ef sf 
tke mrd i I to whom some aulgiciil ability 
will, periiapSi noW be aactibitt, aSceriained 
that this phalanx Of Sdgeons Ought to return 
to the lectiire-room* 

14. The slough On ilte i^ 

iag, and, at on© pori^ slparii^n|s The pa* 
tient is extremely Weak ; tHeloOgde clesA ^ 
pulse 115. 

15. She it evid|ntly IlnkiOg Taliei 

eight ounces Orllhandy dailyi aud alSO 
.quinine^ ■■ "v ": ■ 

^ f5. She lingered till nine o’clock, F4«i> 
and theO expired. A very profuUe and 


liave satisfied hhwiMf Of ilie faw, on© 
or another, uutantirt or fbrUiwitb to ^blvle 
mentiaued bis impression to Mr* LawfOnce 
in so derided a manner, as tolmiw iuduced 
that gentlemen to iastitute uilty further ae- 
eassarf examination, 

Ilf. Lloyd looked upon Mr. J. Euriebi 
peritiOtt at ehogether imteniiajl©* In tJ» 
lim pl«id«y it wii a aiandvBg mle* tlmt riw 
individual in rificOi undtir whose care a 
pntiewi uatlm, ahotthd, at the irwt»©iitf(ex* 
cfffi wbrne gfuat •welling exiettd^} niika 


be hold it to have l^Ob bi«;dt|ieither^ through 


the puncturea, mrtil the died. 

The msNnrilii examination was made 
by Mr. Eurbeti, one of the house -surgeons* 
within three borifs afe the patient Itod ex^ 
jnred. Why thii haSte, att#the deal hour 
of the night should hive been seleOtod. Mf . 
Burnett probably only knOa^s, because the 
body was not removed by the (d^nds till 
Tuesday raotning. The joint had evidently 

been au^byiOaed for many yrits. 

ture comnmaceA In the anad #f the hoOci 
abont tlitee inehes ebove the coidylet f the 



m 


VARIOIOID ERUPTION.-GANGiUENE. 


lower part heiflg amadied to pieces, aod 
drives iaio the joint, Aijdiut, iaolutedr^^rttSL- 
'sg some wa^ tip ^ ihslt, had hecoi^ 
jsa, i'NiMetiioi penetrated M 


del 


detsehed as well as undetached 
from ^ greater porticqt^«f,rbe shaft, andi^ 
comndeftted ftvoture landed nearly ||j 


high asileiroeipnter maj^^ 




HOTEL DIEU. 

VaSIOLOlI) ERUPTION, rdtl^WES ST 
eCASEET rEVER, ' . 

Belain, astat 19, was, mrtlie 
JSftjr, sdmittedM^ uuderthe 

care^ldi Htisson. He had, Ibr three d|^a, 
beeli^ij|ecte4 with riolest headooh, paieii|^ 
tint l^a, tore Utroat, nansea, fever, and e 
eruption, though he had been tile- 
eisaied m his second year, and had had t^J 
stoail-pox afterwards. From the Sd to the 
IQthi Am fever is^asdd, Hie tongue became 
dry, and covered leith a orast* Haviag at | 
thia period exposed himself to cold,' the 
entptidd wis sudilehty suppressed, the iras- 
talet dried tip, or became of a violet colour, 
and giittera! debility, with diarrhma. came oo. 
He was twiod hied by leedhea applied to the 
abdomen, but the typhoid state increased, 
delirium Succeeded, and the looseness 


cough, when, after an excess in/^loni 
he was taken wiUi shivering, fever.'^of a 
debility^ violent headach, sore thr^r by 
^jLtrrhaeia. i^ome leaches were ap]djhaif 
toe throat, and, on the .'ith of April, Unly 
tient wna ndn^tted at the Hdtel-DieuHie 
this period IheJhe&t was moderate, the V 
dryi thOfufeo)^i«maUandirequpnt, 
abdoniim sbme^w lander, the tongue dry. 
and redyH)eim<*idfe!»And nose filled with mu4 . 
cus,.|he%maHi 4 l^ry fetid, the throat very 
pdnfuh aw d^^tl^iition difficult. 'I'he ton- 
ails andl^^plate were covered with a thick 
white, i^y}H|i)tnai^; the voice waa hoarst 
respirarioii stertorous, and 

thick mtioiil^m* eip«tor.ated ;; eif^leech 
were appH^™ the eptgas^ta««^^^y O ^ 

6d), the smiilpf the Weath iras^^ g . 
grenotts ; the >fepwtenaace r pale 
and expressive ef' anxiety ; tfes poise coul 
not be felt, saife the voice was lisrdi) 
audible. Thiriy jfeeches tothe throat, ami 
[‘Sinapisms to both ies, were ordered ; but 
jtlip patient died’iltt the seme morning. 
On examination, the whole cavity of the 
mouth was of a livid colour, and lined with 
a thick at bumihous: mass ; Hie tonsils were 
swollen, sod of a darkfred colour. The 
whole Ixtent of the larynx, trachea, and the 
larger bronchial divisioas, were covered by 
a falfa^embrane of a white colour, and 
fraddiny' deoreasing im thickness. TJ»a 


accompanied by tenesmus. Qn the I8th,m|»per part of the right lung was hepalised, 
scarlaimoui eruption appeared on the bapjfed very firm; the left lung was healthy 


and cheat, wirii difficult deglutition and 
hoarseness. fever subsided a little, 
and the newerdiitton terminated in veriefes, 
but the debilicy, deHrium, and diarrhoea 
augmented; when, on the STth, a sloagh 
was formed over the sacrum, and oo the 
OOUi the left parotid began to swell. Hor 
iiig all this time, nothing but mucilaginous 
remedies were administered ; but another 
physician hsviiig now taken charge of the 
patient, bark, winoj and strong beef-tea 
were given. jPltictUstioQ being felt in the 
tumour of the parotid, it was opened on the 
6Ui of June ; hut tlfs patient sank and died 
OB the .8th. On examipslbn, the raucous 
membrane of die intestinal canal was found 
slightly iniiamed ; and the reporter of tla^ 
case seems very much inclined to ascribe | , 
the fatal event to the irrational trentment|^ 
of the physician who succeeded ill. Husson.; 
AJtliougli we cannot subscribe to this opi- 
nion, we cannot but consider it injurious 
that a {Orient should be passed from one 
pfaysidsn to snitliNttr, which* our readers are 
perbtpa ^iware, occurs in nearly all the 
larger hospitali of Vans. 

CANQRENOUS LAllYIlOmS AM) BRONCHITIS. 

A labourer, 17 years old, had for some 
time been affected with a very troublesome 


I'he mucous membrane of the stomach was 
red, and, on the great curvature, beset with 
gianuldtioos.— X4 CUui^M, 


ABCaXB IN ST. BARTUOr OMEW If nosrmx 

To the ^iior of Tut Lancet. 

Sir,— Since I last troubled you wilh some 
observations oti the abuses at St. linrtholo* 
mew’s Hospital, various changes iiave taken 
place, another winler-cainpaign has cora- 
loeiiced. new Iio use •surgeons have been 
pointed, snd sunviry dressers installed in 
mr situations ; thus, os there ia a greater 
We of action, so is tliere an ailcquate 
oportionp abuse; should you therefore 
tiifpfc fit to Insert Mocessionai reraarkH, 1 
ahiril send you in the course of the winter, 
it will still further prove that you are, what 
you hove ever been, tlie pupil’s friend. 

With respect to the demonstrations at 
St. Bartholomew’s, they have been for the 
last year or two, unquestionably the most 
iaferior in London ; and it would become 
Messrs. Abernothy and Stanley, if they 
hove any regard fur their own interest, sad 
the pupils’ welfare, to |>ay a littls more at* 
tenuen to the qualifioationa of those whom 
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ptIiiBi to place in that most important 
muciiJDent of a medical bc1ioo1 > the o^e 
her iMionatTator ; more capeciw* wheh 
the ware auch men to be fpnnd near Kt 
aacrf as Mr. Quatn, in Aldewgate Street, 
dr. Bennett»in the Loftddn 0niyeTsitjr^< 
Tmight not be impe#R^^lo itmii^ 
Irtain mdiridaal at th«t| 


Indewncy to infthaa I 



i:faulta and 
ould ]>rc- 
ig equal ta-; 
be adds anD«i 
lumaelf, 

, I woul<b 


qn^USealioita 
j'pdtiiita 

au^itine; 


F(ur want'of de^eney 

iJso, that the aul^ct on the much 

:lter subject for a tiamoptration 

4in Uiafe^hi|Bt^j|Pfencftg^ • confi* 

*^ce aru amt tetMb' that if a 

ig^V id)«i^d<4hk)L fit to aj 
VtriciiiCa jifclP another, 
msly inako .l^ poi 
lU to bear Ifim but, 
f ier's vieea to ilia owQi 
^.ndeed, a double, fool. To 
^ remark, that ignorance, 

^aiid indeceuojr, are ‘ 
for a demoi^traler 
Hospital*. .. .‘,,r 

A SttrgtOn^s 'tSatbi^ 
in the Hospital fi»r ^ stt 
or twelve months, who might a^oat be bfd 
well out as in, ia coriainly repkp||#le 
instance a poor 

came in the early part a]| Janbary^j^t; and 
has had her con8tth3||^"nedrlyihin«d1>y 
remaining so long in f war^ 
rial fumigation waU .constahdy |oing on } 
phagedenic ulceration appeared about her 
nates ; and by Mr. Stanley’s direction, when 
Mr. Vincent was outof town, she was removed 
into an airy ward, where there was no oilier 
patient, since which temovol elie has ra« 
]iidly improvfd in health anil atreagth, aad 
was diacharg^ a dav or two ago: iuatiWoe 
two more caalfii in 1?reaideiit Ward, which 
had mucii better be adut away^end into ihe 
country, if possible, having' been in the 
Hospital the greater part of a year; thiej 
ward, indeed, ia rather mado of as a rev 
fuge lor the destitute than |{|lospital for 


dc«i|E^||lumilb|^ by 

of tlie.fMil^ortem 
I tlWil^PwftUld be 

.„jer reasonable or juat; in mdrat place, 
he ianot in the habit of visiting^ patients, 
,when living, sotog^arly, and frequently, as 
l|]ie house-auzgeoas are,and therefore would 
W be 80%totaamine them when dead; 
in the se^im placef l believe Mr. Llojrd to 


hotMe>snrgepn t thei^ ta either « want 
tident.(WiA:»egle^^^j^ bi^ pntcor^ 


Big o^ei^lb equal 
' ' ' -S '' 

Witb inspect tg;^ 
. Lloyd, a few^^ 
^rge and mana| 


^ private museum at borne, and 
ifore/'io be seekittgjfor public f/ spigi)i- 
abroad^^ HowWbr, that4he$ej^# 
I'examtna^ni^is a mll^r 
Complpint throughoat |||a 
, and/ not mofif' universal thaq , juat, t 
^nowl^ge; ;iici intimatiop of in eaai&L 
^ jj^ut 4 tike place is now given tq 
phjpili, Biedreasera thema^vep, udlest' 
they |i|e on the v^tch near the drad-housb 
door^ are ncit awmre of them ; i%. wms but 
this very day that Mr. James En^, the new 
hodse^surgeOh, thought proper te examine 
a very Ipterasting case of, iaf|ury of . the 
— * ;yeiqp1»r» at twelve o’cl^k^ instead 
ited time, witbp^ giving no* 
6fte.; thus ore the pupils rob* 
for which they hate already 
;iiii|^r:^d»suU.h»# 

pleasure end convehi!^Cj|ji but U he does 
not know it, lie ahalt leirU, and tliat to Ul| 
cost, that every pupil of Uie .Hospital has 
8u equal right wiUi himself to "^aep and 
know the parttculuFs of every pott*>moTtei|i 
exammation ; and that they are not to h,aire 
their tune consumed by waiBqg 
shall have tied his cravat, fhd curled, his 
hair. surgeons talk of the negle% 
of students, and of their not being a^* 
quainted with their prof^li^OO ) Why, how 
ore they to become acquainted with their 
profession, wlien they are robbed of the 
means 1 Pupils go^ tliecoUegp, and are re* 
jected ; rejected those veiy nOenj per* 


‘fef the 
th:e to 


the sick; instance, another htticlure caaf|hap8^. whose ^uegW has ca««ed\||i«n;;|^ 

in Kenton. FilUng the waidta With - ^ . 

cases very much (timhiisliet the extent s 
charity anorded lo ,the poor^, and general] 
is of but little 8erviqi J^:|!af|i^^ ^ 

the Hospital air being ratiMr 
chronic atfectioiM, whide, at the same tliiie, 
tliey oocupy beds, ai^ prevent r^ief being 
granted where it might be.’**M^.H^in cent, 

I am sorry to say, is still remarklblc for his 
lack of oral observation; he ocrmei cvei? 

I'ueaday, Thursday and Saturday, at hat? 
past twelve, goes round his waVds, signs 
pupils’ tickets and hospital certificates, re- 
ceives their money, and goes away again 
in about an hour, having scarcely spoken 
of the diferent oaaea to any one but hisi 


icient Th the x-equisite knhi 
Hif if the aurgebna of the Mo^spiul would r«* 
gula^i or or<ier to be regulated, these post* 

f iottlm examioationa, they might 
ucted with very cmtsiderable adVaht^ to 
the pupils, and would, 1 am aura^ be jusily 
appreciated. 

Toarobedii^tasdhhi^ «|p|nt. 


i.?tii Nov. ms. 


Casvioator . 
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mmm KrojiiYs.--£ftYsiMtAs, 


€Af» 

■ fm ii li n tf iaT.fcowtw, 

About four i««rB ago I wu M^ed to attend 


numatU. Her aftf WU ^tf^e ; aba •wk 
of a spare habit, dai^ em0Saik', and hrito: 
ble, ooasUtutiott^g tad , foi^ 

Anwed^ tad abe wj^t eaabUid to ^8U||i< 
brttoy dpaoeattc o^upi^. A ^ 
eoMt oau^ *ibiiile itaeni 
dH Itf itfiiwf aibaetts, in at tggra vai 
me, «id aba became contai 
The aitial symptoms of Up jiemptfk' 
manili^d} and after 'oectsi^Bsi ^ 
meats 41^ health, and' tw often r^psia|, to 
the asiisl ataadard, she died* a feifiirSM 
aince*;/.'::-';;. . ' 

Vj^ diisection, the peotdill morbidity 
ditimi ioftha .ht^ifalways diseovered la 
iar epti,w'at'ihdit appaipt^M^ 
of diasoit^tt isas asceidiSiH 
factoti)| ^ntmgenih men wUt^^KljMy assist^ 
ed mt » tilt operation, (Ijk; Ki^ of 
well Street, and Mr. Sewell 
Green,) aa well as to myself 
When the iatiipibou of the thoracic eia^ 
ceta was compieted; the abdominal and ph 
tic coi^tt were nett examined.. The 
stomneby lirer, intestines!, dec. ; thetiteras, 
lladder, and oraria, were"|^ ftmnd in the 
niOit htmlthy ccuduioit ; bi^, ob sonrehitm; 

rotjtbe hi&e^a, tiie ra^'nges jjf loag-c<m- 
tinned mtdettensti^e disease Were most <»• 
tioua. Hie right kidney, instead of being 
as nsoa^ cloeeiy, adheienc to the psoas and 
qttadrttUi muscles, enveloped by 

its peritoneclttif, lira mounted foraard, so 
as to oceopy voiy nearly the proper situa- 
tion of ipm Wending cipn, which portion 
of tWjtowei wRs puthii somewhat mo^i 
ontwailly laterally, than » ittWinar' - 
lion. And not only was the inmimy ei 
misp/md, but it was so very materisi! 
altered in structure, so . essenp|]y diprii 
from fti^accuntomed appearand, as Ib r^ 
der it at first doubtful wlieth|| ft w'as tip 
organ. A veiy minote iovesfigation aiW- 
taiaed this point in the* affihiMtive. IThe 
TisciHi in r{U|^ti(m;>llistW of dtsplavisg its 

solid so.'W*' 

pletely ’ttteuuated and disorganM, as to 
hear the cldsest xesemblsW to (lie dSf 
tender bladder, to the colon. It was 
about eight ineW in length, and as 
many in cirOamferepQO >. Snd containetl about 
u pint of a slightly gfiaitnons turbid Ihiid, 
but not in the least degree of n urinous 


natare, Its whole stinetiire was^^J 
dkorgwlsed, as to leave no 
usual ^Mdiona ruto the pelvic and s^^Jl 
por^nm Hw blood-vessela, both of rtj 
iiSd tetwijf; WjSw somewhat enlarger^ 

, The ureter had 

|W|aelWi^^a^ The left \ 

ft# |enenl m 

both lb IengtpM‘'cnmumfbj:enoe, though 

^oWtlon wore dlatfnotly visiblfi 
teafty Uie wh# texture, 
' kvkhh qiwnti^'i^imrulenttor* 
vanous caviU 

i« ur«ieirdtp*^W^o s ■ 
ooei^'ws^stoi^ 
rf^ ttppare^l, he«Hliy 


ofWtel 
tl»ro|^ 

M ui 

ter wi 
the t 
tained. ^ 
enlarged, || 
ble reB])c^ 
renal ,giandi 

both sides. T rf p , , . ..r ■ 

This was uWm In whiet tJW ravages c 
disfim had mai|teeat luogl^, and sppa 
rend^ad beew||M)eratitorftW a consider- 
iWe Oim jodging 

from ahl^afances, W .wtti)W|i1osr its func- 

^rfaee^ in 
, yet , 

toW'pt ter of eaistSitoSt the patient 
Ireelyteuslttrslly# and ne*er 
her ill- 

^epghte inahiUiy to 
•ttwM to tliw oaU^KI|IWbfe* Never did site 
exprop^^ Iqlst pain mrimeaMiiess in any 
of the mite w the ultey apparatus, and 
never din her leeUags inAioate the pn-sence 
of any ftoeeral dtoaugeineat, excepting in 
the longs.. ■ , 

Islington, Soptomte I4» lb£8. 


fm- "yy:Jfy:^ 

^^tSlEMT eaY4|lPF.lAS AT ST, BAH- 

Tath$ Ed^ifTnR Lancet, 

i^in,-~Vou will, perhaps, have the kind- 
*ss to mSSTfc ia the next Number of your 
fu) Jour|al^ thdiWo following questions, 
Ich may rHoit snob answers as may 
q>rove adlPtl||pu|to who art^looking 

upto thtH(Wll%^||f'hoapitn surgeons as a 
l^ide to tleir <te,^ The ([uestions alluded 
ted^g the history of the 
caie uf jrte Tike, related in ymir last Num- 
ber, who Was intolUartholomew’i 

lioiipital, under the care of Mr. Laivrence, 
|?r erysipetotous isiflaramation of the hsitd 
'te forearm. 

Has Mr. Lawrenoo ceased to adopt lhat 
moil e#cieut mode of treating erysvpela- 
tons itemmstiou, viz. by free incisions t 
If not, Why were they not had recourse to 
miho above case 1 Havittg Uad^eqnoat op- 






fifUow counU Ml Wil. 
your and th«|^||*eft|r»n^(^^ 
fciiiHtion betWwtt'Inrffitt B^^^ltyaleSjfc 
and french phamiuiena m Wm' 
now carried to such a ji^dArom and jow'^i 
cJuevous pilch, that it J|||i’^wa upon 
olFcnders th« ironical atiifaia4fW<>ti of ^ i 
JPttmm hesf* m 

I’iio following Hl i^isid ko0M» CerwH'e^ 
^ A medioftl thft 

gate a loiter 
Koa d« In l^ix, to 

juit arrived from fwrpoae # 

Initiating him into Cipftpu'^^'ulj^in* wli|l^6| 
ho calh* French, and which cniM^t of ifee 
pharmacien engaging the doctor vteud all j 
hia prescriptij^ to lifto ; tl»e |||#niacieii;j 

cao.sieuung to t^-\ 

aonahle amn. All thin ttiaykhe tvuei hiitit; 
ia lohg since the English physttoSaaid 
Morg,*-r-'|'up, and Mac-^pr-'Ha, ha^aiW' 
with the pUarmacieik Bcral ; and thVifat^ 
if wrong in saying, that tlvese 
ijit^gemenls boKui| wtili the Freiudi^ 


S-WSS! 

wheiiiitPi'd^aeryaili'' ;' 
yt||» )t^#tt|ari(Mi/f’-^ 
ittiwaiwd 

d4i|^ preptsileiito^'iwip^^ . 

llfi’ 

hostile nftture, t^hig 
fesant of the-';:B<k!ift^.|:' 
'"'■it^on,..|ia.ai^^:'id. 

■M Bya^Sayw ^ 


I ” ,jr« ik EJiler tf' TumiliMCff-' 
^^Sr^^yi||t"will oblige mby CfK|rn#ilg 
tit rnor wlilhh jh| contained in i^our Hht 
hTember, iu lihe ifeport of the conversation 
which took idff^i^thli lAVattpiinier I^edi- 
cal S^iioty, upOii tUe.tolt* 

^oA'of naeMiia* i^t f T 

einp^e stage of llcertainty did 

; nut oommit' ifyealf ' f| 'tA|h^njg|lyich a state-, 
ment, 'I . that blia*: 
wra wero rarel|‘j|Oce»sary 4#iiig the evup^ 
tire stage of and that i had ^ 









roa THE DUTacssso ii3^oi4?4,it;oa^?rx.Ay 'r^S 

.'s| 


^ bean wceiytfd ftom 

PK W'i' ^ 

»tN fn^»«ttDtl»Sol>ool-Mr.' 

,i- .: t' ■;■ Beiling- 

''a®**' 

'^0^, \ J riitides 

fm:^fk‘ Wer of 
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I'A LECTUREsjf 

‘ i ON 

' vtm kcnm, ami hti the cure 
r OF DEFORMlTpS. 

Bv Mr. SHEIJ^AKE. 


It liRs already b««a aatdi* Uie ae- 
tloRs of ia voluntary mufcles begin with tUe^ 
fir«t movenenta of aniinal life^ and cimtiht^i 
witli as much uniformity as eirottmat^emi 
will allow, till its terminatioh* Somjt^tfter 
birtb, tlic cries of mfant, and 
gles to use its Itmbi, Imwerbn; hn|ier|rpy« 
give some feeble iidicilions that tntt|iriuniw 
pie uf consciouaness ii coming J^to action^ 
\ like tlie inatinct Rnhuali^O Obtain the 
means of aupporlifig the life of its Own bod^. 
these attempts, by degraos, inereoso in 
energy, and aaaume the a.jpga||rascc of a 
more fixed purpoiw, to dbtiiu uieineana of 
* supporting lie own eiisteiiae; its know* 
ledge, in thia respect, tncreaaf'a with ita 
atrengih, till it acqoirea. in add it ion » the 
power of locomotion. At thia intereatinjg 
period, the anxiety which is natural to pa- 
rents, siiuiulnUis liietn to seek the beat in- 
forraatiun they cun obtain, to give all the 
perfection K that can he given to tlieir chil- 
dren, and in tills they freiptently fuil^ 
aomelimes hy using means that were iin*' 
proper, but more Iwfuently by followi^] 
practices wdiich are understood by the tema*^ 
to leave them to Natuve^.atli pl^od when 
tlie proper exertions of ill are tpiiite us ne- 
cessary for their wolfare, aa al any subae- 
ijueni period of their lives. " 

Aluch of the improper adviol that has 
been given upon this subject, Kia been oc- 
rnaioned by iniaunderstanding, or inisrepre- 
tenting an opinion that has been attributed 
to John liunier ; who is represented to have 
said, that children should not be confined, 


* The Lancrt, No. iJtid. 
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but should be penni|ted to run about in the 
natural u^. Mr. Hnnter certainly aaid thia, 
bot wheb the ciroumttanpoa under which he 
gave that advice are considered, it w'ill ac- 
quire a Oery diRerent interpretation from 
ibat whioh it haa received. It wea a pre- 
vaiHi^ winion la the time when Mr. liun- 
ter lived, that the persons of young females 
might be made more beautiful, and more 
perfect than in their natural foriiw, by the 
uae of certain articles of dress, ud some 
other eontiivancea, which then were in ge- 
neral uae, and Mr. Hnnter waa frequently 
conaulted by anxious parents, to know whe- 
ther stays that were made bv some fashton- 
stay- maker, or some of the many con- 
tritances that were then in general use, 
would not materially improve the shape of 
the young lady whose {wnon waa under 
examlaation. i have often baen present at 
cbnanltations, when Mr. Hunter has 
uniformly given advice that was moat ad- 
rantageoua to llie patient, though it waa 
certainly inimical to the stay-maker and the 
aba|)e-mendef wdio geuerallv had a ationg 
prejudice iu their favour fixed iu the minds 
of the patient’s friends. After Mr. Hunter 
hsd repeatedly urged all that he thought 
proper, awd was weaned with the pertina- 
city of his cousultaut. he has sometimes 
added with much good humour, ** Well, 
lady, I hare said all that 1 can say; we have 
ulked uousense enough, so give rae my 
giiitien, and let me go to somebody else.’^' 
This was his good-humoured way of getting 
rid of absuril applications, whicli really 
teaxed him *, had he been induced to direct 
his very powerful mind more particularly to 
this subject, he would have eulighl«De<l 
that^ 18 he did every other, upon which he 
employed himself. 

The truth is. that so far as human beings 
are cuuceTned, there is no way of walking or 
moving about that can, with propriety, be 
called merely nainral. 'Ibe movements of 
the animal creation may be called natural, 
because ihoy are impelled, by instinct, to 
perforin and repent certain actions during 
the whole oour&e of thiMr lives ; the beast of 
prey is nourisV.ed by blood, which is given 
by the parent, till her oftapriiig have ac- 
quired atrengih und skill enough to pro- 
11 
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vido for IhemseUes; from tUeurcforward 
they pass iheir lives in seeking those ani- 
mals which are to beconi* their prey. 

The beasts of »» a wiM slate, 

’ 'earn, from instinetj tiiat Uiey are M» o« ue* 
vca l)v those bmt»#bose prey tliey m 

to become ; ami , therefiib, these two classes 
of animals, doriug the tiibe Uiey exist, ^ 
all their energies, the one in endeavourtog 
to inflict, the other to avoid, destruction j 
aud Tsuch being the only obj^ta fdr which 

tliey seem to exist, lln©pni6^<^* ^ wliicu 

ihev ncoomplisb those cndjl^et' 

eiice may, strictly, 1 m 

the situstion of »»» is totslly dip^niS im 

is the child of 

there is scarceiy » «it«hao» upofi tbe face 
of the earth in S 

onnnot, exist; be inndifiei 1^^ 
they «»form to bis sitnbMj 
peottUsKty it is 

Jmthnt he should be edutd^ff tb# •»!? 
Itttt ivWieb it is 

hll i if hf is not so edticsisd» b^ wfll mm 
abb to fill tbsisiition, or exw«t« iisd»tl*l 
with iKoptiWv. lUace Hl», .(to jfWWW 
wWch »re general »m»*g »«««> i 

tuitions, arequiie unhuowito *»ett fbo 

in diflferent ciftjumsionces* ; Tbs yOungjfM^ 

all the Tarietbs of »•»» wbitever 
be the degree of eiviliM^py of bw- 
batism, in which lUcy are oiiber 

taufht all thniirsctices of (heb 
erieiu'n tbein by tocre dintof iwilst^n* 
ouc owa liioe, ood in tbose classes of soewly 
for whose use these obseivationf lie in* 
tended, a great desire is naoiftlted %|^e 
to* their oftkpring oil tlie perfeetiort^of^r* 
sonel beauty w! lit li can be nowniunJ^fid ; 
hut thst desire is ucooropfnied with wbOy 
practices which are not WfJl eidoulo^ to 
prodneo so bappj an i lb*ct. llin xntW vn* 
ti^al course iIihi con be adopted and put- 
sued to prodooe this c fleet, will be, fo bngin, 
ai the eartiesi period practicable, ffter chil- 
dren bave acquired the power of moving 
freely »nd flrmly from one ploce to another, 
to teteb Ibem how to use all their limbs to 
the best ndvontage upon every occssion, 
and to avoid all Uic awkward and improiw 
habits that they are so prose to sccjuire , by 
instating the peculiarities of awkward »er* 
v«ni«, and other inforioi persoss, to whose 
caretlu^y arc ofieu entrusted; the noji^ 
that such hahitK, if acquired early in lifo. 
iftuy be easily eradicatftil afterwards, by good 
iasiroetion, is very erroneous; we frequent- 
ly see tlmt aucb habits, when acquirvd 
enrly, 8*^‘*** difficulty erwflioatid, 

tmd very often not at all. i’h« cooise that 


I have occasion to discontinue, or, V | 
be called, to unit' avn. ^ ^ V^after* 


As children, in the earliest "imer- 
their lives, are genciiilly left to the itV i;om. 
meni of servants, these persotis sh<^ 
corefblly w'ltcbed, to sbe that 
their duty; I shall, in another lecture, V 
geribed very simple practices, \vluth,\,j. 
carefullv used by %ose who are eutrUHt% 
wiiti the management of children m ihq^ 
earnest period# of life, will prevent inanyij 
of the d^tSi which it tequiies go much 
trouble nfterwards to remove ; those dired i 
tions dtoy ^ called popular; hut I shav. f 
now conaider tbn subject in a more pijp 
fessior.al ^ut of view, by exphumng j 
nature, usestf ftnd actions, of the Mnes,Jj* 
Itnents. und«iascles, by the emplovm^ 
which all ourwuons I>etfoime(l ; | 

[all professiofltf men acquire a knon ^ 
of these partjblwhen they receive 
'education, I W not enter into a furm\;. 
diaeulnon of l||; wbofo, bnt select Kuel^^. 
parts l^y a# willequire becuuM'N 

I they aw conwjcifid with the subject that is 
now under iiscosBion. • , . 

the parti hitman body mav be 

Itnwified undey two divikious: nisi, ihost* 
^iii^^cou^bute to locoraotiuu ; Kccoad, 
% Wbi^ parti of the body aie moved 
vi^ti|peteil4a<i bt%r. ’ As these two 
^visioSs verylre^cntlrdut togellu^r, they 
» f||ra dt"a common centre. 
[ikilt%as rny fertutte to attend more early. 

'm wfiJI^l m<^:,fxtobWV^^^ to the ortiui.s 

oflocomdUoftf than to tbs oiher thvnrum, I 

s&sll W.gia wy eKplanatioa, by dewier i.niig 
those jSfti that I have bmu longehi s;e- 
quainled wjib. The bones, tb ‘ lq;»im»“s, 
and the iftoietls; will aW rcijulre aitenuon ; 
the boucs, because they form tin; solwl 
llisiw urmn vrtdcb the iDuscles net; tlm 
rt^eniH, b^use they, restrain llit; bones 
within those iimiis to which they s.imild ho 
cbblned, itt iwfder that they nm perdu m 
tin; fuitctlottS that arc required ul iiu*m 
1 with the grefctesi advan tugc ; and the mus- 
cles, becauac they tire tlie powfcis whith set 
^ the whole in motion. 

1 1 bhail begin with the feet. '1 hey cou- 
lldst of many bones, different }.K>i'tii'ns of 
%hich aie joined together in a iliUVrent 
tonnm r fnwft ^pt in, wbiid; oiht-ri are united. 
The metatttffid1tW«iareja^ togeiiicr.ao 

as to have cwMidernblw motion with respect 
to each other; hut tUfe lust houe of t^ach 
irdiaiaux is to firmly uuited io correspnnding 
[bones of the tarsus, and tlic bom*# ol lh« 
tHfins ate so firmly ttnilcd together, that it 
if not ui»co;niiion to say tliey nre iinnmv«- 
» « if 





MUSCULAR ACTION. 




'* N|^ctected in them, nnd I shtill have 
th^Pit op|)orlunitie5 of showing, that 
preexists iu them a susceptihility for 
prip, which, till 1 succeeded in demcjtt* 
yng its reality, was not thought posaiflflie. 
r joints of which the astragaltts, the 
Fa, and the fibula, form parts, are more 
^mi)lex in their nature, and capable of| 
nuch greater derangmenti ihUieir natorai 
F combinations, than the lionet of tiie foot 
only with respect to each plher, and have 
oi\en been, with me, otieasi, ll^re difficult 
of reduction to their natural positiona, and 
, of restoration to their naturit powers, than 
\f}^y others whose defiuStnities i Lave ob* 




^'^he knee-joint is formed condvU 
m femur, and of the heat of the tibii 
h roll upon each othef ; the bones of] 
. . leg and thigh liave no direct liold upon 
Sj^ch other, but are unil^ very siroiig 
■ligaments: this joint hail but one ntUiml 
F motion j that is, difectly^forwnrds Or back- 
wards, as when we benl or struigliten the 
!t>g. As the uses for \vhich this joint is 
pniployed require the greatest exertiona to 
be cnutinually made, for a greot ofj 
lime; and as its Strength depends entirely 


joints is to retain the hotrea in their natural 
position^ and yet cdtiiiit of motion to the full 
extent that the best use of the limb will 
allow, ond no more. Tfie strongest and inosU 
useful position being) in any case, asc^" 
tained, the greatest cave should be 
liever to let tbe ^ut be strained beyond 
Hint |)oint, for it cannot be done without in- 
jury. The people, who teach what arc 
called gymnastic exercises, pique them- 
selves upon what they likewise call making 
the joints move fiihe and loose, with case 
and activity, nnd by this very act they de- 
stroy the strength of those joints upon 
wlttch &t:y exert their influence. The real 
object of all exercise abpuld he to stimulate 
the parts to that degree of action, which 
can be exerted with ilie greatest effect, 
and, at the some time, W'lth the lekst 
fhUgue to the acting member. 

Having said so much of the bones and 
it only remains to consider the 
uses and effects of the rousfcles, wJ.ich con- 
atitulc. the moving powers of the animat 
: machine. 

The muscles, all the muscles, f/r exam- 
ple, which move the foot, are aitaclied by 
tendinous portions of their substance to 
differem bones of the foot, and, at the 


uj>oo the strength of those ligaments which : , , . , , , 

cimn«M the two bone. toiMher, tbej »re I® ,**" ‘® 
liable to be tlcranwa ia tbelJ rd.tirt po.!- i®' ' of 

tioiiB, as wcH a. ift their actios., SB 1 Aall , ®'® connected with those 

ha»eoi.|.ortuniliMOf.boriBg hereUt0f^ (»»«. i he ouscles which more th. leg »re 
, , attached to the bowfta of the lee at utts and, 

I he hip.joint IS formed /by ih« circuUr the bones of the thi|ll «Rt pelvis at 

bend of the femur which rolls in the aceta- Uhe other ; tluw muscles which move the 
buluiri ; It isoue of the strongest jomU of | thigh iwe. in hkc manner, sttnebod to it at 
the human body, imd U needs to bo so* ou j0n(> ,10^1 to the jicivis ami spine at the 

account of the nummus and iuumrtant | other. The tendons are formed of a snl»- 
fuucticns that it has to pcrtnrm ; in fact, Ujdtaoce which greallv resembles that of the 
is capable of allowing tho leg to he moved ! capsubr ligaments, like which it has very 
111 every direction. elasticity, or power of extension and 

1 laving said thus much of the loaes, I ! contraction, upon ordinary occasions. 'J'he 
shall ]»ioctfe.l to consider the Hgaraeets, t:w8 of the leodoas seem to Iws, 

wliicli, w)u;ri prrtpt rly united, eiinble them j to alf rrd grroi strr-ugth iu a small spiice, to 
to perform ilu ir nalUral functions. It is intimately with the fibres of the inua- 

gMo rally bt lievoil that the ligaments »«d L^ joiii in iliu same intimate man- 

iiu’lasiic, ami incapahlo of extension: with the bones; thus they secure a 

Fame person* have slated that they may, i dun hold of the two \iainta between which 
under seme rimiinstiinccs, he ('Siendi:^f;|lhe muscles uoisl contract; for, Hv the 
from tlieair variations of opinion raurli e<^f «lnseles only, can those powers widch con- 
fusion lias ftrUen, and may. perhaps, p Utitute all the nctiona of living aniniak, ho 
abated, by thus statiwg.the fict : that Hg^ijM'iformed. I he tendons ara without foel- 
menlis, whcnin hapel^^ftte,ne«rly in-|ang, while they sre in a healthy state, but 

bfien wlioa aUiicheu l»y disease, they be- 
come acuU’ly sensitive and pvdniul. 

Volnniai y muscular moveiuenta arc* said 
to bt‘ performed b\ the ulternato action of 
the extending and coiilracting power of the 
muscles, as directed Vv the will of the 

mover ; hut thiscantitii he all the diiectiug 

are very slow to recover their natural ' power, becaime it devs not. ncemnit for all 
poiver8,‘and, in very innny cases, liuy ithe phenomena, mid, iudecd, but fora very 
never recover them at nil. ’ I small part of ihein. 

The use of the capsular ligaments ofj If 1 eadeovour to raise, and bring townnfs 

'if 


elastic, and jntmpable of extensjon, without 
being iujuT{*d : wlum snddetiiy acted upon 
w-ith great violfttce, R U t-irn or lacerated ; 
wiien acted upon with less violenco it i.s 
luxated or Ktvnined, mid much jnnn, with 
iuHammation, is produced ; when that i»- 
flntntnution has been dissipated, ligaments 
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^ that they might do so vrith impunity : wliile 
^this state of things conliimed, fencing with 
y 16 small sword was learned , most sedulously 
ll-^raed, and practised by all wlio claimed to 
he iv^,ught respectable members of sociely ; 
those wii^ used it in real action obtained 
safety by the practice, and thyse who 
escaped the necessity of doing so, ob- 
tained advantages of another sort, and that 
were to them at least of equal value. 

The practice of fencing with the smell 
sword, or the science of self-defence, os it 
w’as called, required that those who prac- 
tised it should have much muscular 
strength, and great tfclivity ; they could not 
acquire excellence, or keep it when it had 
been acquired, wititool much and constant 
practice ; the necessary consequence of this 
practice xvas, a great fund of health, and, 
likewise, much elegance of manner, fur al- 
though it may be dangerous to attempt ge- 
neral definitions of personal grace, it will 
scarcely be doubted, that graceful action 
cousists in the movement of well-formed 
persons, who execute every motion with 
ease and firmness, as well in the most direct 
manner, without any thing circuitous or un- 
necessary, and the "power of doing this was 
necessarily acquired to q great extent by 
the practice of using the small sword ; though 
the disuse of it as a dangerous weapon has 
been advantageous to society in many re- 
spects, the disuse of it as an amusement 
has diminished the personal advantages of 
many. The game of billiards is likewise 
advantageous to tlie healtli of those who 
practise it, though nothing can be said in 
favour of its moral tendency, because it is 
most commonly practised in }iublic rooms, 
where incautious young men are frequently 
led into unpleasant situations. 

Tennis, rackets, cricket, and other games 
of similar tendency, are equally advantu- 
geous to the healtli of lliose who piactise 
them, and as they are in very general use 
among men of various ranks, they need no 
recommendation from me. 

Dancing is the only practice that deserves 
the name of accomplislimenl, that can be 
generally adopted as a means of improving 
the health of the weaker sex ; but as 1 have 
treated of that in a flcparale Lecture, it will 
not be necessary to gay more of it here. As 
I trust that 1 have .shown tlic principle that 
I have culled regulated or siiflpen(h;d mus- 
cular action, is materially concerned in all 
the exercises that have been nientioned, 1 
nhall next endeavour to trace it through 
more of its rami lications, 


\ 

DR. lIARItlSOX TO.IEM.UY J01INSTo\mer- 

• Vowt’ 

To the ’Editor of Tii e La n c i:t . \ ^ 

So, Mr. Editor, we have Dr. Jame.s 
son again at iiis dirty work.* This .con-’’ 
teinptihle reviewer can never he at peace iir 
himself, so long as Ids envious heart sickens 
at the prosperity of others. 

The Mahometans would persuade os that 
the founder of their faith was a saint from 
the fourth year of his age ; the angel 
Gabriel then separated him from Ids fellow^ 
and cutting out itis heart, wrung from 
that black drop of blood in which 
imagine w'us contained the fomet peccoth jH 
that he had none of it ever afterwards. 

It is much to bo wished that eitheH^H 
angel of light or of darkness would writigB 
out of Dr. James Johnson the fomes /vmitt.l 
the black drop, which, rankling in Jiis heart, T 
produces such a conspicuous displuy in all 
ids writings. 1 shall now proceed, without 
further comment, to notice u refuted charge 
of this bustling defamer, which, for wuut of 
better matenals, he has again revived in the 
last Fasciculus of his worthless journal. In 
order to rebut the accusation, it will ho 
enough to reprint my own letter, and tiie 
Doctor’s apology, as they were published 
in his Medico- Chirurgical Review for De- 
cember, lltgd, 

“ To Dr, James Johmm (mc\i was my 
address.) 

Holies Stretft, Cavendish Square, 
Nov. i’O, tU'Jo, 

Dear Sir,— Having accidentnlly read, in 
your Review for Sejileuiber, some aninuid- 
versions upon my pic! tire, lati-ly <'xliihitKl 
in Somerset House, 1 reque.st the favour of 
you to jtulilisli the following Htatement, that 
your renders may he eiiabU d to form a clear 
oj'ihioM upon tho subject. 

I had an opportunity to confer an act of 
civility upon Mr. Slice, which he desired to 
TGluni, by presenting me with my portrait. 
Under these circumBtancea, and placing the 
gTeatest confidence in his professional skill 
and elegant accompliBlmicnts, 1 did not pre- 
sume, til St or InBt, to give an o{nmon, much 
le.s8 to interfere with any of the arrange* 
ments. 'J'he desi^jn, the execution, and 
even the idea of showing the picture in 
Somerset House, were all Mr, Slice’s ; he is 
therefore the gentleman to be refiured to, 
for any supposed defect in the plan, taste, 
or composition of the piece. 

1 have sent this letUM'for insertion in the 
next niimhor of \ our journal, anlicipatirig 


.See the 'Fasciculus for Nov, lbs'll. 
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Ndptliness to give it a place there, in 
Ihej^ maintain tlio impartiality of your 
gr«, and to peiform an act of justice 

Dear Sir, 

ijf Your obedient humble servant, 

M Kdwahii Hamrikon.” 

r " We consider the above cxjdiination as 
fperfeedy SJiti a factory, and arc happy to liiul 
that Dr. Harrison has exonerated himself 
completely from the charge of bud taste, 
which was brought against the picture 
alluded to.” — KniToiia. 

Was it to have been expected, after this 
5^j!de apology and full explanation, that 
■^^^Dr. James Jolinion could have had the 
\tery to go out of his way a second 
to detract from Mr. Slice’s acknow 
, 4 (^,.g('d taste and abilities hi (he line of his 
profession ; but so it is, as the reader will 
Kiorccive, in the following extract. He 
robservea ** iho Doctor (Dr. Harristnv) got 
his pirtuTO perched up in the exltibitiou 
with a long eroched npine on one side, and his 
intended big book of C!iarlut.auue-if on the 
other ! This we satiiised as an advertise* 
inent, and tire crooked uphie lias proved to 
he siiGiciently einblematical of the Doctor’s* 
subsiMiueut crooked policy.”*— Hn. 

Would it be believed that, in this short 
extract, llie veracious Doctor, this p-attern 
of all perfection, bn* committed not less 
than two palpuhle falsehoods I The spine 
is not criHtked, us may he seen on examining 
the picture in my drawing-room, nor ims 
the hook atiy title to designate the author, 
h might, for ought that appeal a to the con- 
trary, be intended by the r.c(‘ou»pli.shed 
artiftt, to represent the Ka.scicular He- 
viewer’s mperinhahle TreatihO on Morbid 
hieusibility of ihe Slomuch and Bowels. 

Dr. James Johnson is here cliarged with 
two posilivu am! deliberate hdsitics. Posi- 
tive in «« much us tin y are evident to the 
sight, Di Ubeiate, because they h.ove heen 
rankling in his envious hosom more llinn 
iive years. How can wo confide in this 
reviewer’s reports, who draws so continually 
upon a distmpciTd imagination, that in writ- 
ing a couple of sentences, he seldom omits 
to giace them with some kallucmaiiou of bis 
own 'I Of such persons, l..ocke says, nu u 
will give their own experience the lie, rather 
than admit of any tliiiig di|agreeing with 
their tastes.” 

I have to observe further on the above 
extract, Jst,, with regard to the portrait, 
iliat in the [.iterary (lazctte of the same 
period, (a work winch has jnoved loo 
caustic for this hardened sinner,*) the de- 


* Fasciculus for Nov, 

• See the r«i)eated ptomisea made by Dr. 


sign, tbc execution,aud the ornaments of my 
picture were highly commended. Mr. Shee, 
to whose refined taste the whole merit is of 
course due, was said to have introduced, 
t.bese embellishments, a new and brilUpyif 
era into this department of the fine artdr 

2i!ly. In respect to ray Essay oh Spinal 
Diseu.'its, which Dr. James Johnson has 
designated cbarlatonnerie, I may remark, 
tiiat a dignified clergyman, of high and well 
<le.'’ei ved literary reDuliitiori, desired to know 
a few days since, who attended a certain 
invalid ; the brother said, Dr, Harrison ; 
the inquirer replied, 1 have carefully read 
Dr. Harrison’s work on spinal diseases, and 
1 am also well acquaiuteii with the brilliant 
discoveries of Dr. Jentjcr. Highly as 1 
estimate tlie merit of the latter, 1 really 
think we are tpiite as much indebted to Dr, 
Harrison, ns to him. Here is the unbiassed 
testimony in favor of my doctrines and 
[miciice, of a scientific gentleman, cfwhoiu 
1 have not the puiallest personal knowledge. 
A testimony certainly outweighing on hun- 
dred maledictions of die envious and preju- 
diced detnmer. Should he lemiiin sceptical, 
and desire further proofs, 1 will furnish him 
wilii the clergyuiau'a name, and apply to 
him myself for permission to uis(']o.se it, if 
the doctor will protniae to publisii my state- 
ment. 

Before 1 conclude this tedious narrative, 
I have to observe, thut my jicademical 
education, (an advantage whicli Dr. James 
Johnson never enjoyed, uotwithsUnuiing his 
having by gome strange juggle obtained the 
surrepthioHn uUe.s of At. D., and licentiate of 
the London College of Piiysicians,) bidsrao 
tell him that it is ticcesMiry to establish 
the truth of every prv r.ositiou, hefoie lie 
presumes to draw iufcr« nces from it ; and 
ihut it is still more m hirious to draw infer- 
ences from premise.^?, which tin* writer 
hiou'S to be obcl iolii and nolortoualy faic, 

111 regard to his ofticicus, repealcl, and 
unfounded attacks npouiny character, 1 now 
call uponinm to prove, 1st, that the spine ia 
criH'ked, (i. e. deformed,) otherwise, to lecal 
the rash and wicked conclusion, indlv, That 
the hook in the hack ground was intendodby 
Mr. Shee, to refer to my then unpubliBlied 
work on spimd diseases, I Jrdly, ’I'hat it is a 
great (or little) hook of chariatamierie, 
Uhly, Hint it really contains any charlatan- 
nerie, ami to point it mt. 

Having disposed of these four proposi- 
tions in the best namner lie cuu, let him go 
ott siKCessively to the vest, not only in this, 
but also in niy former letter, i now tell Dr. 
James Johuson, without the smallest rose r- 


James Johnson, to expose the proceedings of 
u person of the name of Long, of whom the 
Literary tiaactlo hod spoken favourably* 
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v,tioi.. tl.«t I.U honesty, W. reradty, ...d ! SonAny excepted and rt 
TeapecUilily «e all nt stake. He «... at ! wards, for ‘'j'' 

either redeem hia character, from the grari..aeiicv, for the lirat time, without 

charees contained in Ml .as /ellen. or he pucnd..il.o^ . 

-pared not only to sec tlia linser of scorn j 1 has far for the ™(« i non , Mr. 1 <>' , 
poSlled^ but to hear the moat vil.fyiaK exe- , as to the pra,.t.ce. 1 will give you one 
crations 
iissassins. 


a '»*uorea i»oi oniy lo me - ^ 

but to bear the moat vilifying exe- ; os to i..i- n w„. j^.w. ^ ... ^ 

Ltions directed tovmida the worst of. os a sample poor woratui, R 

chililivn, applied, for the 6rst time, ou 1 u^' 


ns children, applied, for the lirsi lime, ou i ue- 

V\Tlh these remarks. I inoatwil- 1 d October 21 

linelv Uke my leave of Dr. James Johnson. | eight months old. 1 he doors were opemd 
*' T c;« hptwfsf'n elfvtn ai 


I ainSir,&:c. 

i^iiwAUD IUhrisos. 
Holies Sueet. Nov. 18, 1828. 


ROVAT. XlNIVER5.tI. INnilMARV FOR CIUL’ 

UHEN, wAitni oo-nniixiK roat>. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 

Sir.— I beg permission, ihrough the me 


I between einen and iweivo, and the parties, 

I between 90 and JIO, admitted into a cold . 
damp dirty ward, with three small forma, as 
: seats, but no fire. ’J’he hour for the physi- 
cian and surgeon to attend is from twelve to * 
one; and, as tl»c bouse surgeon did |p* 
think well to commence his examii^ 
until it was quite certain his 
would not he there, he employed th»iji|P? 
in getting a lunch. Neither physiciffi?!!: 
surgeon attended, but the examination coC 
menced at one, and the medicines were ui 


imrutt'u HI uur, — — 

Sir,— I beg permission, inrougn me me- [dispensed shortly after lour. Ihechihl sgums 

dium of vour widelycirculniing Journal, to j were lanced, and the mother ohtiuned the ne- 
uiuiuuivvi V O iPtnfHnt. with an order 


dium of vour widelv-circuiniing .lournai, w were mm. l u. .u.ux..v 

lav before the publici a statement of some of Icessnry medicines tor bennfant, with an order 
the abuaea which have crept into the above I to atlentl a^ain on Saturday. In conaequence 
most excellent inatitution, vcith the hop. iofthe iiiceaaant bleeding, bovrtver, which 
that such publicity ntav remove them. Tlieitook |.lace from the guraa, ahe became 
founder, in the benevolence of his heart, j alarmed, and applied again on i ridoy. .\(> 
conceived, tliat an institution, grounded upon physician, no surgeon ; the house surgeon, 
the principle of administeriug pnmipi medi- as before, began at one. the bleeding cou- 


cal aid to die children of the poor, would be 
proxluctive of great benefit, lie appealed 
to the pulilic, in furtherance of his ideas, 
and bis appeal was quickly answered by a 


[tinned, and she applied again on Saturday ; 
[one medical gentleman in attendance. 'I'he 
bleeding still continuing, upon her return 
home, she became miserable, and deter- 


and ms appeal was quicxiy au»wcxcu i»y 

liberal subscription, to enable him to carry j rained to seek further aid in the neighbour 
into effect his philanthropic views. An | hood in which she lives, when the surgeon 
excellent code of rules and regulaiions was j to whom she applied, found it 


drawn up for the goveriiinent of the institu- 
tion, and was curried into effect by the 
foonder’s zeal and application. Death has 
deprived the public of the services of this 
henevolent man ; since which time, the 
attendance of the medical gentlemen has 
been less constant. The rules, which were 
intended to regulate the attendance of the 
medical officers of the instilutioii, are a.s 
follow : — “ A physician shall alUmd at the 
Infirmary' every day, Sunday excepted, to 
give advice, and prescribe for such patienu 
as shifil be brought to him and “ a sur- 
geon shall attend every day, Sunday ex- j 


pass a needle through the part, to stop the 
further loss of blood, J’lie child died on 
tlie following Tuesday ! 

Let me ask, Sir, is this the prmpt and 
e^cient aid that the poor have a right to 
expect! that the sulipcribers have been led 
to expect? Are men to write after their 
names,*' Piiysician to the Koyal I niversal 
InfiTmary for (.’hildren,” “ Surgeon to the 
Hoyal i; niversal Infirmary for ('hildteii,” 
and thus neglect their duly f Is this " tlio 
preservation of the infant families of bis 
Majesty 3 indigent subjects,*' held out in 
the address ? If the. extensive practice, and 


geon snail attend every way, r^iwuay t *- j im- nuuirns . , . 

cepted, 10 administer to such cases, its his [exalted Ktatioiis, of tliese genticinen render 
deparfment, as shall he brought to him/'llheir duties to llie inalitutiisn iiupraclica- 
Th« house surgeon, also, is to “ reside at | hie, let them lesign ; but “ the esteem in 
like Infirmary, and he in readiness, at a//j which it is held hv the indigent classes, 


like — J , 

fifliM, to render a.Hsistance, as well during 
the attendance of the physician aiul sur- 
geon, as after they liave transacted hu»i- 
U6SS.*’ He is likewise required, " Irom 
four to six oMot k in the evenint:, to dis- 
pense to such patients as nifky require a 
repetition of their mediciikea,” and to “ see 
that the Infirmary be opeiked tor business 
every day at nine o’clock in tlie nioriiiag, 


must not be sacrificed by neglect. Dr. 
Davies seems to have foreseen tliat neg- 
lect might, at sotne lime; cieep in, and 
iheielore house visiters were appointed, to 
see " that the various regulations are car- 
ried into effect.” 

Will you believe, Mr. Editor, ihin, be- 
cause some one or two of these house visji- 
teri had tlie honesty to write in> Uie book, 
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J edical genllemnn in attendance,” 
Bs were torn from the book, with 
lUpation, by one of these exalted 
nal geiuiemen I It did occur, J 
once put an end to the 
eut veimpks of the visiting com- 
The kojiipe aurgeon, on one octa- 
A applied to for information as to 
ral attendance of the medical gen- 
Ueni^, but he^atated, that, us he formed a 
jmrtof ^e medical eatabliahment of the in* 
atitiiUon, and bad kept no register of their 
aUendt^lJe, he ccntld not answer such ques- 
iiona. 

Itwaa suggested, that a book might be 
>hf purpose oi iuserlijtg the day 
thS; the number of patients ad- 

anithe name of the medical geiitle- 
adinilt^ such patients, signed to it. 
^t one of professional geuilfinen said, 
j^Uat he woidd nut disgrace his professional 
diaracter by siguiug >uch a book ! Jf the 
applicants are numerous, and no medical 
gentleman in attendance but the house sur- 
geon, which im ^euerallf) Uie case, “ the ne- 
cessitous poor” are kept sometimes till 
■five o'clock, before they ulftain their me- 
dicines. Is a woman, with a family of 
children at home, and with all her domestic 
aifsirs neglected, to be thus detaiiuHi for 
such a pittance 1 It cannot, it must not be. 

J^et me beg of you, Mr. Editor, to asssisi 
in removing these crying abuses. Allow 
not the sickly and restless infant to be de- 
tained for Jmr ar Jha hmn iu a cold, dirty, 
and dump room, in llie arras of its agonized 
mother, waiting for the turn attendance of 
these exalted professional gentlemen. Tell 
these gentlemen of great emim-Jice and ex- 
tensive pruclice, that their neglect will in- 
fallibly bring down a curse upon their 
heads'; for Me, who could not err, has said, 
** Inasmuch us ye did it not to one of the 
Wast of these, ye did it not to me.” 
i am, Sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

Onf of me Momulv Committi'E. 
Nov. 17, 18J«. 


('ASF. OF ACCTF iniTis, 8v'rrrs?n> I i.Y 

TUFAIKO. 

Ny W.Tffvan, V'atfml. 

A. Tiiomfson, n coachmaker, came under 
my care on Wednesday, iho :,*iid April, 

It appeared, from the pwlient’s siatemeui. 
that sonic boilitu* greane iell into hts right 
eye, uhoitt ten days ago, which produced 
considerable pain uiid sulioiing ; notwith- 
ftUmUing which he continued to hdlow his 
ocoupation till tlie present period, witlumi 
having hud recourse to any remedies, except 


m 

the application of four leeches to the temple, 
and a dose or two of Epsom salts. These 
means did not appear to afford him any relief ^ 
imd tlie pain and inflammation of tlie f'j 
continued to increase to such a degree^a 
to have nearly destroyed the functi|!SSs of 
the organ. On examination, the eye ap- 
pearea exceedingly vascular, and there 
were two distinct sets of blood vessels to be 
seen, viz., those of the conjunctiva and those 
of the sclerotica; the former running in a 
serpentine direclipn, while the latter pur- 
sued a direct course along the ball of the 
eye, to within a line of the circumference 
of the cornea, where, uniting, they formed 
a distinct zone. 'I’lie^ cornea presented a 
dull appearance, and the lachrymal secretion 
w'n.s very hot and abundant ; the pupil is 
somewhat smaller than natural ; the iris 
altered in colour, sluggish in it* movements, 
and depositions of coagulahle lymph have, 
in orre or two places, approximated its pu- 
jiillary” margin to the capsule of the crys- 
talline lens ; there is great paiu in the eye- 
ball, supra orbital r<‘gion, and forehead, es- 
pecially during the night. Twelve ounces 
of blood to be taken from the temporal 
artery, 

]jt. I/vdr. sid/muTiaiht^}.\ ptdv. opii, gr. iij. 
emtf'. yosa:, q. s. — Fiat. pil. it. quartum 
siimat. i., quartis horis. 

lllinatur regio supra orbitiilis c, extr. bella- 
donnx‘, omni nocte. 

I'he eye to be fomented with warm water 
for a quarter of an hour, every four hours. 

^4. The bleeding aflorded considerable 
relief, and the inflammation has very much 
subsided ; tlie pupil is not so contiacted, 
and the jHqiillory margin of the iris is much 
less fringed ; vision improved, and he suf- 
fered very little jiaiu during the night. 

PergiU in ii.v« medicainent, 

‘io. The inflammution has very much sub- 
sided, nod the pupil i.* now fully dilated, 
except where ilie iris i.s confined by adhe- 
.sioiis to till* capsule of the crystalline lens ; 
mouth lender. He was ordered to take two 
of the pills every night at bed time, and to 
continue the use OJ the belladouiili. 

U7* Vision nearly perfect; no pain in the 
eye or supra-orhitul region ; pupil wore cir- 
cular ; iris .still utiaclied to the. capsule of 
the ciystulliue lens ; gums very tender. 

ViL h^dfxtrg, gr. X.— Ft. pil. ii, hor. s. 

JfjfiiS.scnnir, Jiij. 

mngfteh. 

Aqua wenOne. jiv. A/. — Fr, mistura ; 
auraat. 4tm ]mrt. omni mnne. 

50, Vision quite perfect ; no pain in the 
eye ; pupil ne irly circular, mul the ooniea 
is dear ; Uie zone of blood vessels, which sur- 
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CASKS ILLtTSTnATlVE OF TIIK SPFEDV EFFECT 

OF TriF. SF.CALE CORNUTUM IN UNGERINC 
■ LABOL'RS. 

li^’RoREHT Merry, E$q., Surgem-Jccmi^ 
cheur, Letm, Sussex . 

“ Lorsqu’nn ecrit nvec «n desir sincere dVtr« 

Rtile, on doit avoir li* connive ile s’expo!»er a la 
critiquf.” ^ 

Before entering upon the efFecls of n 
medicine, it is usual to give some slight de* 
scription of its pn)pei ties. 'J’ho names Unit 
this vegetable substance lias been known 
by, are either from its forni, origin, or the 
properties which it has been found to pos 
segg. 

In France it ig called ergot, bled cornu, 
secnlis mater, bled av’orte, bled farouche, 
geigle cornu, seiv^le a eperon, or ergotise, 
seigle ivre, ondseigle ncir; it also has been 
named, by Gaspard ilaucliin, secale luxu-; 
rians; and in Germany, is known by the 
name of mutter korn, or mother com. I 

Spurred rye, in its mature state, is of « 
brown or violet colour ; some of the grains j Lewes, eight liourg. Tlie os uteri was di- 
are less than the healtiiy rye, while others i hUed to the size of a shilling, and very little 
are from an imdi to an incli and a half in | pain being present, 1 gave her half a (irarhni 
length, and of a proportionate thickness ; I of the ergot (knowing lu-r to be of a delicate 
its form is nearly cylindrical, having its ends jeoMstitution, and to have had lingering la- 
somewhat obtuse, at tunes a little pointed hours with all her ciiildreu) ; in about a 
and bent, in the shajte of a crescent ; on ! quarter of an hour the pains becaiiu! very 
being broken transversely, it internally dis- ; severe, and in twenty minutes the child 
plays a greyish white substance, covered = was burn. 


Most of the cases that have olfewred to 
me have been those where the pati w suf- 
fers annoying and unjnofilable pains days 
before the uterus ninkes anj^ eilbrts''(l ex- 
pel its contents, reducing the strei^lh of 
the patieut, and often brings on f^ile 
symptoms. In country practice, in pa 
cular, the ergot must be found an invaluut^ 
medicine, when the distance prevents tlii^ 
accoucheur leaving the patient, and at thel 
same time not bein^g able to render her any 
assistance, where a few strong pai ns would 
accomplish the delivery. 

Case 1. — Aug. 30, 1828, was sent for to 
Mrs. Walker, of Bormcr, whom I remai^tL'H 
with for twenty-four hours, the os , 
being dilnied then to the size only of i . 
pence, and the ])aiu8 strong but ineffjjK' 
and, ascertaining it to be a face pr^nV^J 
tion, 1 gave her a scruple of the ergot! 
powder ; in ten minutes the pains becam^ 
most violent and unceasing, until the child ■ 
and placenta were expelled, w'hich was in 
twenty minutes from the time she took the 
ergot. 

Case 2. — Sept. ll. Was with Mrs. TL, of 


closely by the coloured cortical substance, | 
which does not separate on ebullition ; when 


Ca 


-Was with Mrs.Lutman, ofBar- 


ptdverised, it is of an oslien grey colour twenty 

when the graiu is (|uil.- dry, it has scarcely j ’• ^1“' uteri not ranch dilated ; tlie 
any taste, but tlie powder has a nauseous, l^'**'*’'* but ineilcctual. 1 gave in*r a 

bitter, and acrid taste. jscrujdc ot llic pulv, srcal. cornut., and iu 


Its chemical projjerties, as stated by j hour the child was expelled, 

VaiKjiieliii.are— i Gasl 4.— October 20, Keniainm 

1. A yellowish fawn coloured matter, so- 
luble in alcohol, exhaliii] 
of lifch oil. 


Kemained with 
Mrs;. Siimnoc.'i, of ['ahner, nine hours ; the 
a .smell like that ■' dilated to about the size of a shil- 

j ling, but no pains i gave her a scrujde of 
the ergot, whieli I repeated iu ten minutes, 


2. A white oily matter, of a bland taste. , 

3. A violet-coloured matter, insoluble in ' hi an honr the ebild was expelled. 


alcoljol. 


! Case .5. — Mrs. Morris, of this place, sent 

4. A free acid, which appears to be of | for me on the 'ibth October, at three o'clock 


the nature of phosphoric acid. 

.'). A vegeto-aniinal matter, in consiilera- 
ble quantity, much disposed to putrefaction 
and which, on distillation, furni.shes a con- 
siderable quantity of thick aniinoniur «1 oil. 

/). A minute quantity of free ammonia, 
exhaling at the temperature of boiling wBt«-r, 
Lastly, it results from this analysis, that 
rye, in the spurred state, no longer contams 
any starch ; that, its gluten has heconie al- 
tered, and that it alxu/uds with a thick iiin- 
rooniacal oil, which is never to be met witii 
in rye when in its sound falatt;. 


I I'.M.; the waters bad come away nlxiut an 
hour; tlie oa uteri being parluilly dilated, 
and no pain, J left her. In twenty-four 
hours a!terwiird«, being called to another 
labour in tlie same street, J revisited her, and 
still finding no pains, gave her u scruple of 
the ergot ; the piiiiis came on in a quarter 
of an hour, and in an hour and a half the 
child was born dead, being tlie sixth dead 
cJold she )i»s had in succession. 

This is (he first Mill-horn child that I have 
met with in the iiuinerouti cases where I 
have uwd the secale cornutum. 
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pel & better instrument in his gprasp than 
the operation knife, and the demonstrator's 
table a more becoming situation for him 
than the lecturer’s desk ; but, as telling a 
man of his faults is not an agreeable 
will resort to the metliod of mentioilffg 
what a surgeon ought nut to do, and per- 
haps he may discover his portrait in that of 
the sinner, who did " those things he ought 
lof the several establishments connected | not to have done, and left undone those 
with the ilichmond Hotijittal ; the murmurs Uuings he ought to have done.” In the first 
ofdiscontout that had longprevalled amungsi I place, a surgeon Hiould not, in a case of 
the students, upon the temporary resigna- j necrosis, cut down upon the bone in search 
tion of a surgeon’s duly by Mr. Carmichael, -of a sequestrum, without being tolerably 
and the temporary assumption of by Mr. sure of its existence, especially in the ab- 
Beltou, were stilled, und w'hen the asloiiish- sence of acute symptoms^ rendering an ope- 
IQi*'<it at my daring had somewhat subsided, ration necessary. Upon arriving at the 
V.acking, as it has been termed, the bone, and finding its surface sound, he 
of the Richmond,” hopes began to be should not proceed to cut and delve away 
^-ered, that my warning might take ef* with the trephine and elevator, mallet and 
and that Richard might he him- gouge, hammer and chisel, upon the tibia 
[jfeelf again.” True, there w'ere a few wlio of an unfortunate devil, who, ofter'austain- 
f mingled their idolatry to the object of my ing a most painful and unprofitable opera- 
censure with childish wonder, that Ttic tion, left the Hospital ten times worse than 
. Lancet could presume to cast a leflection he entered it. He should not, for a small 
upon his honoured name, because, forsooth, varicose ulcer, excise two inches of the sa- 
il ItSfi hitherto been the herald of hia worth, phena vein, and let his patient die in all the 
God help the silly oues ! They know not liorrors of venous infiammatiott and typhoid 
that the press is “ t'u miroir qui nous re* exhaustion. He sliould not, by way of ex- 
preseute naiveinent les secrets les plus ar- periment, dip his lancet into an eiysipela- 
canes de nos individus and that Tut: tous vesicle, and drive it through the neck 
Lancet, in its own language, i.s ever ready (seton-Uke) of a wretched girl, lal>ouriDg 
to protect students against the negligence under conjunctival inflammation; but he 
and injustice of their privileged teachers, should pay a little attention to the medical 
who, as filling public situations, are, “ in ! treatment of his patients, and hardly be 
their characters and conduct, fair objects of ' content with the exhibition of ^ij. of the 
animadversion.” * 1 |>uh'is jalapa? compositus, or the use of the 

My next mark is Dr, F.phraim M'Dowel, jhydrargyri submurias, followed by a dose 
the junior surgeon of the Richmond Surgi- ' of nurse’s comfort, puit haras qmtuarl I 
cul Hospital. If hard work, great ntten- have drawn a picture, and I think some 
tion, and perpetual fidgettiuess recommend a likeness will be discovered, 
man to public applause, the little Doctor Of Dr. Ephraim, as a clinical lecturer, I 
will soon become sic k of approbation ; but have but little to say ; that he does not un- 
to my tale : llic first act of this geiuleinan’s ; derstand the tusk is very clear, as every 
amusement commcuces in the Hospital at ; clinical lecture 1 have ever heard from him, 
eight in llit* morning, where he i.s engogedUand I have attended him for two winters,) 
until half past nine, in examining his pu- 1 ha.s been an attempt at a surgical lecture, 
tienls and scolding his apprentices. '.I'lic | consisting of the general history of the dis- 
second act consists of halt an hour’s clinical ;ease, rather than a particular account of the 
lecture, and he then runs over the w-ay, ami ; sympiums of the patient, and having, in 
commencea his dcinon.slrutiun, of an hour, | fact, no reference to him, further than the 
or ati hour und a half in length, concluding, j mention of his name, and the date of his ad- 
in another theatre, the third act of the play, mission into the hospital, 
while the farce is postponed until three With respect lo surgical lectures. I be- 
o’clock in the afternoon, when it is per- lieve it will be geneially admitted, that 
formed in the shape of a surgical lecture, these lectures are of little service to the 
This is the bill of the play for three days in student, unless containing practical points of 
every week, and, on intermediate days, he information, und giving the resulU of the 
all’ordshis audience arelietfrom the clinical lecturer’s personal experience ; if the lec- 
und surgical lectures. l'l»e Doctor is cer- tuvebe, as in Dr. M’ Dowel’s case, a mere 
tainly an excelUnti demonstrator, and, in compilation, ibe student may read the au- 
that cnjiacity is a little tvensure to the tUors he has consulted with far move ad- 
schnol, butie.tnuman go beyond liis last ; Vantage in the aoUtude of his study, Uian 
however, ns fair play is a jewel, 1 will giye lend his ears to the copied materials of the 
my rcuaaua wliy I think the dissecting sesL lecturer, la Dublin there are u few ex- 
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To the Editor ^'XiiE Lancet. 

#R,— The insertion of my last letter in 
Re Lancet of the 1st of November, ex- 
ited the liveliest emotions witliin the walls 
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ctllent Rur|ical lecturers, aiul the difterence 
between them and i»y little friend is too 
great to escape observation. 

1 have now finislied my list of grievances 
^‘jpasionod the stiident by this gentleman, 
add 1 think it will be admitted, that although 
demonstration may be his forte, surgery, 
and surgical and clinical lectures, do not 
come within the compass of ins ability; 
fain would I wish that ho might see the 
error of his W'ays, and if he would be so 
kind as to resign the stKigicnl lectures to his 
colleagues, (always excepting Mr. Car- 
luichatd,) so obliging as to keep to his text 
in clinical lectures, and describe symptoms 
as he finds Uiem, instead of discovering 
every symptom that could by possibility oc- 
cur, and af.l the port of an experienced rather 
than an experimental surgeon, he would be 
entitled to the thanks of the Richmond 
class, and what is more, be sure of the ap- 
probation of his own heart ; it, in tidditioa 
to ail this, he would put up a cluck iu the 
theatre, that w’ould just strike one at tiie ex- 
piration of each hour, he would personally 
oblige the pujdls, (who think au hour’s 
demonstration quite long enough,) and save 
them the trouble of giving a hint by sundry 
hems and has thot he was intruding on 
their lime. I Hatter myself that 3)r. 
M' Dowel cannot quarrel with me for the 
manner in which 1 have noticed his com- 
. missions and oniissiuus ; and if he will but 
attend to rny suggestions, the day may 
ai’rive when he will be a distinguished 
demonstrator, and, as fortune has made him 
a hospital surgeon, —a tolerable practiliotier. 

TJicro are a number of spalpeens in 
tlie Richmond, who, ranking us special 
friends of the Doctor’s, are. perj.r tu dly feed- 
ing him with the olml of their jiraise, and 
absvjlutely coinmendiiig his very fault.s. — 
Alas! their fsiernl needs sedatives, am! yet 
they admiiiister slimulanls. lu tliis class 
must be the writer of a ietfer signed 
** hilius Patlaudici,” in No. of I’m; 
Lancct, and who, if re]iort tells the truth, 
was once the chnical clerk of the object of 
his panegyric. No v.’onder, theo, at tie- 
clini(:«rs wrath, when his (ju judam master 
was introduced so informally to the ptjhlic 
by Filins iEsculapii, who, iu truth, did not 
deserve the very gentlemanly tirade my 
countryman (faugh ! 1 blush for hiiu^ 

honoured him with, j^fm/ws : it was whis- 
pered at the time this letter ajipt'ured, 
that so warm an (?n:oiion could scarcely he 
excited by the friendship between the 
master and r}:e clinical, and a hint was 
t;ikf*n from the latter's eflusian, wherein he 
doubts the legittmacy of Fiiiu.s .K^culapii, 
and (as seaudal is ever hnsyj it was ub- 
solutcdy wliispered that the term Mthvs 
might rather be applied to poor Filiiis Put- 
landici, w^hicU would, at once, account for 


his indignation at tho attack on h Papa; 
but, indeed, this waisscundal. 'J’her near- J 
ance of the Doctor contradicts the caly 'uy ; * 

besides, if he had sinned in his early, ^lys, 
as he is a religious character, he cer. inly 
would have given his oflspring a scrifi^iure 
name. \ 

Of Messrs. Adams and Read, and Df*'., 
M'Donnell and Flood, in my next. 

1 have the honour lo luq Sir, 

Your obedient servant, i 
Lknkox. 

Dublin, Nov, 10, 1823. 
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November K9, 1628. 


Professoi Thomson in the Chair, 



DF.I.IUn.'M Tnl MINS.— >1 fl. l‘KKl. Ss rOMMV> 
NiCAiioN ui*i>N iiir: srujLcr oi dks- 
' SECTION. 

The Minute'S of the last meeting having 
' been gone over, 

1 Mr. Smith read a paper upon delirium 
I tremens. He did not think tlicre wuis a 
I genuine case on reconl, that was not trace* 
jable to an excess of indulgence iu the use 
[of eitiriluous or mall liquors. He believed 
ilhc attack always occurred after the excite- 
‘ment was over. The symjitoms very much 
usembled tiiosc of ia«mo, excepting ihnt, in 
rnaniacal subjects, was generttlly found 
liiat liny vere insensible to everything 
I passing around tlieju, and had their mind 
j generally running upon one parlionliir topic ; 
I whereas, in delirium tremeus, the patient 
w’as pfrfcct'y sensible of all that was jiuss* 
iug around him, and his inorltid state of 
; mind wan nntco:ifiiK*d to any one particular 
j point. ' Witii respect to the treatment iif this 
idifccusc, lie did not think bleeding ever 
ladlvd lor, or to b(! relied upon, ns a cure ; 
I but inii;bt, in some instances, be an useful 
' preparatory for other means. Purgatives 
were not to be omitted. Rlisters almost 
always did harm. Brandy, ammonia, and 
wine, were sometimes used witli advan- 
tage ; hut, of all the remedies, opium was 
the one greatly to be preferred. By the 
exhibition of tliis dnig, in his opinion, ten 
out of twelve patients would recover, be- 
lieving it to be nearly certain, that if sound 
sleep were procured, the patient was safe. 
He wished to know tlic opinion of the JSo- 
Iciely upon bleeding, upon suppositories, 
' and the exhibition of 0 ])iuin. 

Mr. CiiiNNocK, in three cases that had 
come under his care, had found it necessary 
to take blood, aud then to give opium ; one 
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» alientB lie hn<l ultcnded timing two 
nt attacks^ wlicri bloediug was un- 
f. 'I'lic ^u-ocurutiou of ale^p lio 
0 be a most eatmulial object. In 
ho had given four grains of opium 
I with calomel, folbwitig that op 
grains everyAWo hours, until sleep 
ined, and with the best advantage, 
es had mentioned a case, in which 
;ivcn six grabs every hour. J)r. 
Ayrti also recommettdfid it strongly. The 
1 . A Near had likewise r#{>ortetl a case lately, 
as occurring in one of the Borough hospi- 
tals, wljcre, after two drops of Prussic acid 
had been given, eight grains of 0]>iufn were 
administered. 

Hunt believed, that when the sub- i 
»> was under discussion last year, the! 
•iety of taking awov blood was much 
jd. In cases whore blood wa<! to be ab- 

g acted,cortainly it never was to be depend - 
upon as a cure. Nor was it to be taken for 
fttitod, that patiients had always an amelio- 
ration of the attack after the procuration of 
He(?p by ojiium ; on the contrary, it was not 
unlViMiuent, iliat when sleeji bad been ob- 
luiuod in this wuy, patients awoke worse 
than before the administration of the opium. 
<)|u’um, liowever, was tlie sheet anchor. 
Ammonia wasmuch hetier than brandy or 
spirituous liquor, if sliraulauts were to 
be given. There were conditions in which 
bloodletting was undouhtedly called for, but 
he had seen fatal elVccts from large bleed- 
ings, and !i« looked upon depletion as re- 
quiring iijv’ greatest precaution, lie bad 
found hem fit from hayitij' the head shaved, 
and liladdets, half filled With ground ice, op- 
}di(;d to it. 

Dr. .loHNSToxE concurred with the pre- 
caution iieitssary, where bleeding wss 
thought of. J^eaih had been much morer^ 
frequent, according to hi.s ( .xpiTience, where 
bli'cding had been resoried to, tliau where 
opium hiul been depended upon. Death, 
Itowevcfr, would be tlm result of the majo- 
rify of cases of delirium tremens, and, lltere- 
hw, instancing death after the exhihition of 
Opium, was not to be raised a.} a valid argu- 
ment against its use. He believed delirium 
tremens, os it usually occurred, not to be a 
stale of inllammation of the brain ; it bore I 
the features, in a great measure, of phrenitis, ^ 
but would not bear its treatment, not be 
cured by the same means. , in answer to a 
question pat by Dr. Slieil,^ he could not 
state the pro.cimate cause of the disease ; 
hut crTUiialy the tmu»^ cause, most gene- 
rally, was the abuse oi ardent spiiits, and 
he approved of the exliibiiion of ihosc me- 
tiicint's which were calculated to allay irri- 
luiion, or inordinate excitement of the ner- 
vous system. 'I'here was no disease, except 
that, of hydrophobia, where the nervous 
system was saa&uaU oxcited* He had found 


opium to b(* much more effectual in afford, 
ing relief, when given in the shape of a sup 
pository, than when taken by the mouth. 

Dr. CuiM.AM) had never seen a case o- 
gcnuinc delirium tremens, calling for P/ 
use of the lancet. In two cases, he hrs^sfe- 
commended the application of leeches about 
the head, and which eventually affonied re- 
lief. When opium failed to produce a be- 
ueficial result, and also stimulants, he be- 
lieved it to be owing to the neglect of llic 
practitioner in rofioving sufficiently the 
con tents of the rectum. He had never ad- 
ministered brandy, except in the shape of 
punch ; and he considered stimulants, ac- 
cording to the nature of the stimuli the pa- 
tient had been in the ha^it of using, ought 
to be exhibited in combination wuth opium. 
He objected to the |waciice of applying cold 
lotions to the bead. 

'I'lie PnE.sH)KKT was of optnion, that if 
opium w'ere to be given, the liquor Opii seila- 
livus was the best form in which to admi- 
nister it. 

'J'he discussion did not eXcite much inte- 
rest, nor wns It kept u|> with spirit. 

The PuKsiDENT was instructed to give 
notice, that four of the Committee having 
waited on the Ri^ht Honourable Hobert 
Peel, upon the Subject of onaloiny, which 
wos before Parliament last Session, and hav- 
ing received a communication jfrom that 
Gentleman, a meeting of the Society would 
be held on Friday evening, the llUh of De- 
cember, at seven o'clock, for tbe pur|>oSe 
of hearing .Mr. Peel’s communication con- 
veyed to the Society, and for iU members to 
consider what future means ought to bo 
adopted. 


nAiiTiAL ErrHoni'M am> tahsor-aphia. 

In this case the )iatient wos affected w’lth 
ectroidum of the exH'rnal angle, in consk- 
qucnce of a wound in the temporal region, 
ikttended with loss of Bubstance. The com- 
inis.sure of the eyelids wos distended, and 
had lost its angular form ; the conjunctiva 
was much exposed, and coustantly inflamed, 
and the skin of the cheeks escoiinied by the 
eontinuid discharge of tears. Dr. M'althrr, 
of ltoijn,pcrformeil the following nporation : 
after having carefully extrocted all the 
lashes on the external side of the eyelid, he 
pared off the margins of both tarsi as far as 
they were everted, and united them by two 
sutures. IVrfeet coalition having "taken 
l>lacc, the inftammation of the conjunctiva 
gradually disappeared, and the palieiit, with 
Uie exceptioa of a very alight deformity, 
was perfectly cured.*- u. H''ai(&er*s 
JoiirmL 
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OLD HAGS.~BLISTERS IN MEASLES. 


IGNORANCE OF THE APOTHECARIES COM- 
PANY. 

‘ To the Editor o/Thr Lancet , 
VSiR,— I bate to complaiu of the withering 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETV 


To the Editor of The LAiycitT. 




. ':3iK|~-xuHTe lu gumpiaiu oi cue wiiuenng m 

in^.'-uce of thia bod^ of old women, or, as \ Sm,— Having remarked in your repoft of 
you more appropriately style them, ‘•hags”{**>« discussiofta which took place at Ihe 
in a case in which the progress of medical Westminster Medical Socie^, on the 8th V 
science has been checked by their delete- 1 November, upon the subject of scarlatini 
rious interference. | measles, an erroneous statem^t of my ' , 

A friend of mine at Demerara, wishing to I P«™t me to ' 
have my opinion on the^eflicacv of a tere- correct it, as my silence, it appears, has 
binthinous exudation, sent me a small quan- ; misconstrued into a tacit acquiescence 
tity to make experiments with, observing, I accuracy. In the treatment of scarla- 
ihat the natives consider it to be a panacea, | ^ am made to say, that I “ bled freely, 

giving it indiscriminately, and with astonish- ! ®nd, in this way, had almost invariably pre- 
ing success, in almost every complaint, both I progress of the omitagion/' 
internally and externally, but more particu- j Whereas my observation referred solel#^ 
larly in pulmonic affections, in which it is ! inflammatory affection of the thjl 
said to remove cough, and promote expec- j which was perfectly understoq^ f 
torstion, by simply inhaling it several times j the Society with wh\^ 

a day. This singular medicine has actually conversed,) and 1 mentioned the 

arrived at the West India docks ; and tlie | 1 had recently adopted, namely, 

Custom-House, in ili ignorance of the quality * as the diaeaao could be recog- 


of the article, posted it off to the Apothe- 
caries’ Company for infonnatiou ; where - 
npoii tJie said company, in their ignorance, 
returned it with a label, piououncing it 
rtyeput oil! bearing a heavy duty of one 
shilling an ounce. As this is far beyond the 


nised, to ajqdy leeches to tlte throat, by 
which means I had generally succeeded iie 
mitigating the inflammatory symptoms of 
tiie throat, if not in preventing them alto- 
gether.” I should scarcely deem it neces- 
sary to trouble you upon the present occu- 


fiscal value, I am deprived of the sstisfac* I but for the reason above stated, us the 

,i/\n nt ^ ^ nf iKa vunnrfu ironurnllir in Tub 


lion of testing this interesting fluid, or 
obliged to pay an exorbitant duty upon a 
large quantity, through the official incom- 
petency of tliifi sect. 

This learned society took no less than a 
W'eek to make the luminous discovery; 
and in order that 1 may not be charged with j 
exaggerating the case against the Company, 
in my accusation, 1 will brieliy enumerate 
tije opposite characteristics of the two 
j>ro<luctions. 

The one (Cajifui) is the growth <»f the 
L'flsf ludii) /irciii/M* !»g(i, and is procured by ■ 
dhtiUution from tiie leaves of the niuluiosii-r | 
cajupule, a sliriih reaembliug our osier, or 


fidelity of the reports generally in The 
Lancet, has often excited my surprise and 
admiration. 

I have the lionour to remain. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Ueo. .Iewel. 

21, Sackvilie Street, Nor. .‘list. 


JinsinRi. ly Mi'.ASM.s. 


To /he FJi/orof Tfir. L a 


, Sin,~I beg to add my testimony to the 
sahy ; tiio i«-avis are pul in t(i« instant they ; communication of A. Matthews, Kaq., Sur- 
are gathered, and tire Oil comes over in the igeon of Chelsea, in favour of esrlv blister- 
u?.ual manner, of a bright gr«n colour. ; iug in mcaslc-A. in Vol. 11. No. Uj. p. 814, 
liie tluid in question cornea ir-nn the - ■ • ' = ‘ — ’ • 

American tontineut, and is obtained from a 
tree of considerable inagnitudc, found in 
the vast forvsta about the tiriuoco ; the. pro- 
cess by which it is procured is simple, and 
consists in striking with an axe the bark, 
and holding a small gourd, or calabash, under 
it, to receive the exudation, which is called, 
for want of a better name, “ native iuurel 
oil it is ce/t-i«r/cM, r.iid baa the peculmity 
of being ihe lightest fluid hitherto known.’' j 
I am, .Sir, yours, Ac. V , 


• Oiir Correapoodent hag furoured u» 
with «])ccim(‘ns of both article*, which an* 
left at l as Lancii Office for iospectioot 


of I HI. LANCfci , having adopted the mean* 
recommended hy that gontleinnn, and with 
ihc success whrch he meutiuus. I could 
relate the names and residences of the indi- 
viduals who have been treated after that 
gentleman's plan, but it would be taking up 
too much sjnice in your valuable Publica- 
tion. Suffice it to say, 1 have blistered five 
before the eruption appeared, and the symp- 
toms have been scarcely woith uentiuniug. 
I therefore think it is likely to be of essea- 
lial benefit to mir fellow-creature*. 

By inserting this, you will much oblige 
your conetii&t subscriber, 

Georoe Waos^MJ^ 
BinuttgUtiu, Kov, tJ, 
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rriE LANCET. 

. Salurilay, December 1828. 

exposure of the fraud committed at 
Glasgow, at tlie very momeut when it was 
supposed to have been not only euccessful, 
but undetected, has, of coarse, covered its 
perpetrators with disgrace and confusion ; 
uud our adversaries must perceive, by this 
^ the vantage ground which they have 
f their most extraordinm-y ndmissiona. 

, os far as we know, unparulleled ini 
l^iu* annals of literary coniroversy, thatj 
I'^dne party should exult iu the success of 
an acknowledged fraud, and claim credit 
for a fabrication “ well conceived and cle- 
verly executed,'’ The only text-book, as 
we have already hinted, wherein a man’s 
dexterity in fraud i» taken as a guage of his 
inlellcclunl sui>eriority, is that in which Mr. 
Peae}ium )>ronounces, that there ore some 
dull rogues who would never be banged with 
• credit to themselves, if they vi'cre to live to 
the longest term assignable to men of soar- 
ing propensities. “ A poor, petty larceny 
rogue, ” exclaims that respectable character, 

“ without the least gcMiius — that fcUff|f| 
ibotigl) he were to live tliese six montltiii,| 
would never come to the gallows with any 
credit.” It is iu Pmehum's hcIiooI that our 
adversaries have learned to lake- credit to 
themselves for the cleverness with which 
they have conudved and executed a fraud : 
but It is a little Hinguiar, that, while they 
pique tiuunselvea upon this species of in- 
tellecttial prolicioncy, they should, in view- 
ing the matter under another aspect, affect 
a tone somewhut more iu unison with re- 
cognised principles of morality. If, say 
they, we had any reason to doubt the ge- 
nuineness of the commuuicntion, why insert 
ill We have already stated, that although 
there were parts of the ease, that afterwards 
mrued out to be fabricated, wluch wo yiew- 
No.gTd. 


ed with suspicion, yet there were other 
parts of the letter containing it which, upon 
the whole, removed that suspicion, and we^ 
admit, therefore, thiA we were, to tliatj 5 >i- 
tent, deceived. But although, in publish- 
ing the case in question, we believed that 
we were publishing a case not less genuine, 
and certainly not more strongly illustrative 
of the ignorance of tlie Glasgow surgeons, 
than those of which the accuracy had been 
fully subilmtiated, we were not insensible 
I to the advantage which* w'e should derive 
from the fraud and folly of our adversaries, 
in the event of our first suspicions being 
confirmed. Would it have been possible, 
by any course different from that which we 
adopted, to place the fabricators in so dis- 
gvacefal a posidoa Its ttiaj in which they 
are now placed, by an acknowledgment of 
their own infamy, made Bimultaneously 
with our exposure of the fraud 1 They are 
caught in their own trap, and a more humi* 
hating, and, at the same time, ludicrous 
spectacle was, perhaps, never yet made by 
men who, in the commencement of their 
career, attempted, like the pious, but pilfer" 
ing valet in Oil Bias, to palm themselves 
upon the credulous as persons of superior 
sanctity and decorum. 

Had our suspicions, as to the genuineness 
tlie case, bet u stronger than they really 
— nay, had we even felt satisfied that the 
case was fibrionted,-- we should have been 
perfectly justified in publishing it, provided 
that, by so doing, wo took the most effec- 
tual means of demonstrating the infamy of 
tlie fabriratons, and the total absence of the 
malicious motives falsely and absurdly im- 
puted to^us by our calumniators. Such a 
case would have been analogous to that of 
suffering a party, known to have been guilty 
of the crime of forgery, to complete a medi- 
tated fraud, and thereby furnish against 
himself the evidence which may lead to hia 

1 conviction. We. repeaW how’ever, that wo 
shall not be deterred, by tlvia solitary in- 
stance of fraud on the part of the Scotch. 
X 
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miscreant, who lias endeavoured to poison 
the sources of public intelligence, from 
'P’lvailing ourselves, freely, and without sus- 
p. 'on, of such corandunicstions as may be 
transmitted to us from provincial sorgeons. 
To this source the profession is indebted for 
some of the most valuable papers which 
have appeared in this Journal ; and it is no 
slight testimony in favour of the value of 
such communications, that the sivgle in- 
stance in which a case entitled to no cre- 
dit has appeared in our pages, is one 
wherein our adversaries admit and boast 
that they procured its insertion by fraud 
and forgery. We have no wish to keep this 
fact out of sight; on the contrary, we are 
now studiously travelling over the same 
ground which we trod last week ; and we 
shall take care to invite attention to the 
acknowledged forgery of our opponents, 
whenever we may be called upon to answer 
the stale and ridiculous allegation, that the 
freedom of discussion, which we claim on 
grounds of public expediency, is sought 
by us for the purpose of gratifying private 
malice. 

For some time previous to the 4th of Oc- 
tober last, scarcely a week passed in which 
we w'cre not assailed as literary pirates, for 
having published the Lectures of different 
Professors without their consent, and in dd*' 
fiance of their remonstrances. J’hese cliargps 
had been made against us, at intervals, for 
years past; and, for years past, we treated 
them with silent disdain. Put, on the 4th 
of October last, as our readers are, for the 
most part, aware, we puhlished a state- 
ment, demonstrating tliaf, in every case 
save me, W'hereia lectures have apjieared 
in this Journal, they have been published 
with the express permission, and, in mos^ 
instances, under the immediate superin- 
tendence, of the lecturers themselves. I'he 
excepted case was that in which we main- 
tained against Mr. Anr-RNUTriY, and main- 
tained successfully, in a court of equity 
ottt right to pablkh the leeturei. The foL 


lowing is the stotement to wl, ih we 
allude . 

“ It can scarcely be necessary to rd ,iind 
our readers of the distinction which wevidve 
always recognised between the situation of 
a public teacher and that of a private oqe, 
or of the principle upon which w'e claim^ 
the right of publishing the Lectures of Mr.* 
Akebnethy. The lectures of private teach- 
ers, which we acknowledge to be private 
property, we have never published, ns we 
shall presently show, without the consent 
of the lecturers ; but the lectures of public 
medical teachers, delivered within the 
walls of public hospitals, stand, as wc li^e 
uniformly contended, upon a totally diifl^ l| 
footing. We maintained this point 1 
leasly and manfully against Mr. Aiieb^*^^ ' 
in a Court of Kqnity, and the issue hi 
contest was, that the injunction which thkfl 
gentleman obtained against the publication" 
of his lectures was finally dissolved by the 
Lord Chancellor. So much for Mr. Aber- 
NKTiiv’s lecture.^. Sir Avn.r.Y Cooem’s 
lectures came within the princijde on which 
we relied in our contest wifli Mr. Abeb- 
NETiiY ; but Sir Astley Coopru cannot, at 
any rate, be one of those who has been 
jdundered of lii.s literary property, for Sir 
Abtlky Cooper gave his express consent 
to the publication of his lectures. The lec- 
tures of 3)r, lli,UNDEi.r, on IMidwifery, 
though delivered within the walls of (luy's 
Hospital, we did not consider as public lec- 
tures three years ago, because, at that lime, 
no certificates of attendance on courses of 
midwifery were required by the colleges or 
the universities. We applied, therefore, 
for permission to publish them, which was 
not at that lime conceded. Suhsecpiently 
cirtificates of attendonce on courses of mid- 
wifery have been required, and Dr. Hmin- 
m:ll lias not only not withiield hi.s consent 
from the publicnlion of hi.s lectures in this 
Journal, but, as they were to go before iho 
public, has added to their value by a revision 
of the proof sheet.s. J)r. Amwshionc's 
lectures on the Theory and Practice of Medi- 
cine, were |>ublished in consequence of the 
intimation of one of his pu[)ils, that the lec- 
turer w'ould not offer any objection, I)r. 
Aumstrono did, however, after the appear- 
ance of the first lecture, object to the prin- 
ciple of jiuhlisliing private lectures, in 
which objection we acquiesced ; hut having 
expressed his opinion, he added, that he 
should leave the matter entirely to our- 
selves. We urged the ground of public 
utility — and as he found that the pupil# 
were desirous of posm-ssing his lectures, he 
afterwards consented to their publication, 
and acknowledged their accuracy. Mr. Al- 
cocr's lecture# on tome Piaotiool pointe of 
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Surgery ^erc puLlislied idlli his consent! 
and tli^^roof-sheets were revised by him. 
Mr. L^^uence’s Lectures on the Anatomy, 
Phy^lcogy, and Diseases of the Eye, were 
j)uhlia>yed with his consent, and the proof- 
sheets were revised by him. Dr. Clvt- 
teiihuck’s Lectures on the Theory and 
Prjfctice of Physic were published with his 
o^sent, and the proof-sheets Were also re- 
vised by him. Dr. SroREUEiM’s Lectures 
on Phrenology, in like manner, appeared 
with the consent, and underwent the re- 
vision of the lecturer. The Lectures of Mr. 
llttANDE on Chemistry, and those of l^r. 
Haslam on the Intellectual (’oniposition of 
Man, were also published with the express 
iiNS/ir nt of the lecturers. All these facts 
' e had the permission ond authority 
several lecturers to state, from the 
at which their respective courses 
completed, us distinctly fts we now 
g^itate them ; hut we have hitherto disdained 
give this conclusive answer to the calum- 
nies of our eneraiea.and we have now, once 
’for all, adopted this course, iu order that 
such calumnies, if tlu^y he again repeated, 
may be us much coatemned in ull other 
tjuarters, as they have beett uniformly con- 
temned by ourselves. We may further 
slate, that so fur have wo been from the im- 
puted necessity ofaeeking •btuin lectures 
by indirect or dishonourable means, that our 
dilhculty, on the- contrarv, has been to deal 
with the nunterous applications which have 
heen made to us for tlie publication of lec- 
tures, and to appease teachers, to whose 
urgent solicitations we Lave not deemed it 
expedient to yield.” 

Since this statement was published, W'hat 
has been the course pursued by our adver* 
saries ? Have they ventured to repeat the 
charged Mo. Have they had the honesty 
and the manliness to acknowledge its false- 
hood 1 Mo. Hut tlK’ 3 ’ have changed the 
inode of their attack. The calumny which 
was fvtnnerly h‘Vt*lled at us as publishers of 
Lectures, they now direct against us as pub- 
lishers of llospi Lai Ueports, and, ill the ab* 
sence of materials for n true charge, they 
have committed forgery to give ‘colour to n 
false one. They can make, if they do not 
lind, a basis for unfounded accusation, A 
forgery costs them as little ns a new heaven 
of cjystul cost the inventor of the PlokMiiaic 
system ; and they can produce a fabrication 
with as much facility os the Abbe Sieves 
ulod lo draw o constitutioa from his pigeon- 


holes. Verily we have most respectable 
and ingenious adversaries to deal withal; 
we apprehend, however, that they are too 
witty to live, for the’ “ cleverness” upp;,- 
which they pique themselves as a title to 
admiration, is of a species seldom accom- 
panied with length of days. 


Lv diaettising the affairs of the medical 
profession, we have invat[iably assumed in 
this Journal, that the majority of that body 
were liberal in politics, and tolerant in reli- 
gion. 'Ihough we never antecedently con- 
sidered the consequences of this opinion, 
as tliey might affect our interest, vre find, on 
tt retrospect of our success, that this pre- 
sumption was correct. We cannot now, 
indeed, on reflection, imagine bow the men 
to whom wo have addressed ourselves, 
could have thought differently on these sub- 
jects from us ; most of them having received 
a similar education, and having tua few mo- 
tives to decline obedience to the diolalea of 
reason and rectitude. Of all the courses of 
discipline to which the human mind is sub- 
jected, the study of medicine is, perhaps, 
the best calculated to improve the judg- 
ment and libervilize the heart:-— 

Emollit mores, nec siuit esse feros.” 
Unlike the other learned professions, it 
leaves its votaries free from the inffucnce 
of prejudice, and preserves them from the 
sophistry of rotining on truth. Untrammelled 
by the dogmas of the theologian, and uncor- 
rupled by the subtleties of the civilian, truth 
is the quarry whic h the student of medicine, 
with the eagle-wing of freedom, jnirsues 
ibrougli Nature's vast domain. Neillier the 
necessity of implicit belief conflues the ener- 
gies of his mind within an impassable circle 
of inve8tigiitioi»^ nor a temptation to err 
through the allurements of gain vitiates his 
understanding by a constant endeavour to 
array truth in the garb of falsehood, until the 
diatiuotioQ between both is sometimes obli- 
Xi 
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terated by liabit from his breast. The objects scribed, has failed of producing i ■» natural 
of his attention, and the manner in which influence on the human mind. Sue an in* 
they should be observed, conspire to raise stance, we regret to say, has been lately 
''iiti above the narrow prejudices of the furnished hy the Dublin College of . 'hysi- 
multitude. However the storm of jarring cians, in the person of their President, Dr. 
interests which desolate the moral world, [.endrick, at a Brunswick’' meeting of 
may rage, in his researches, at least, there the Graduates of Trinity College, held 
is repose; in his pursuits, peace. The at Morrison’s Tavern, in Dawson Street, 
statesman may engag' nations in conten* In a reported speech of that gentleman, 
tion; the hero wade to victoiy through attributed to him on this ocmion, he is 
blood; the divine hurl his denunciations, and made to say— “ That his opinion has ever 
light the fires of persecution against a guilty been, that tlie repeal of the Acts for excUid- 
world; his is a more bumhle, though not Catholics from both Houses of P< he-- 
less honourable duty, to triumph over error, ment, would he a measure either un 
and lead home truth captive in the car of sary or dangerous: unnecessary, if it * 
DISCOVERY. Necessarily admitted to a closer 
view, (by virtue of his avocations), of the 
constitution of tlie physical world, than any , 

other order of men, he learns to look tfown | to prove this uncharitable position, that — 
with contempt on the malicious littleness of: “ He might safely say, that the great mnjo* 
man in his attempts to oppress his species. | Hfy of the members of that body over 
In the earth, he beholds but one great com« i n hose interests lie had the honour at pre- 
mon, destined, apparently, for tlie subsist - 1 to preside, entertained opinions ijimihir 
ence of all its various productions. In the j to those which had on that <!ay been ex- 
OTganisalion of man , " supreme lord of all,’’ |pTesai‘d.” In contempt of the obscurity of 
Le can discover no traces of superior con- th<‘ individual, and’ of the illiberality of the 
strucUon, which entitle one race tobeele- doctriue involved in this (quotation, we 
rated above the remainder. There, at least, should, in all probahiUty, have passed both 
he finds them all the same, one neither over in silence, if the sentiinouls which we 
above nor below the rest, by an additional have quoted did not throw light on a trans- 
wuscle, or a supplemental sense } the whofe, action which we recently discussed, and 
in flu's respect, being cast in the one great corroborate opinions which wo tlien oftered 
matrix of rwAurr, That his education 'as probable conjectures. IVc as much as 
has a sironj^ tendency to produce the cffi-cisj said, that Dr. Tuomy had Men a victim to 
which we liave ascribed to it, we appeal to j the bigotry of ilie Irish (.'oliegf* of PhvRi- 
the records of literature and of philanlhropljy si<iun» on that occa.'fioii. Mb) will now 
for proofs. ^Ve shall find iu this luirror of, doubt the trulli of our assertion, wlien wii 
tbo best works of man, ihut no body of e'pjRP htate, ihul tho genllemuu whose tule*lint 
ivumbeT has contributed a iarget quota to , principles we have quoted hhove, w'ns one 
the learning and science of their country, 01 'j of the electors hy whom Di . Tuomy was 
performed more disinterested feats of bene- j removed from his professorship, and Dr. 
Tolence, than the medical profession. It is, Grattan returned in his place 1 'I'lie eu- 
thcrefore, with feelings of astonishment and j lightened President of tlie Irish ('ollege of 
humiliation, that we ever witness n tlepar- 1 Physicians would not allow (ialliolics to sit 
turn in any member of that profession from jin either Douse of iWliutnent l—Dare ho 
these iljustriotjs examples, or on iristancoi allow a Catholic to retain his place in th« 
fj-here the dbcipliae v^hich we have Je-Ucbool of jfhyaic, when that body, over 


farther than to confer eligibility ; and dan 
gcrous, if it should be of greater extent : ” 
adding, at the conclusion of n long oration 
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whose '^UtostB he has the honour to pre- their peace by a pemrse exercise of shallow 
side, by whom he was appointed an sophistry ; a fact, the truth of which is not 
electoi" in Dr. Tuomy’s case, are all of the diminished by the example of Dr. Lendrick, 
same liberal way of thinking as Inmself. whose first literary essay has been of tb^»' 
To draw the knot of circumstantial evidence, baneful description, 
in which this felon against the dictates of 

humanity has bound himself, by a confession n i..!.. 

of his political principles, more closely, 

would Ibe perfectly superfluous. Having COURT OF KING’S BENCH. 

turned his own executioner, our services be- 

* , „ . , . H estmtJMtor, Saturday t November 29, 1828. 

come unnecessary ; we shall leaVe him to * 

his fate, for we are sick of the disgraceful 

. Cooper r. Waklev. 

dings of Corporations, and of their 

tible minions. If medical men turn Rroucham, as Counsel for the De- 

their proper pursuits to mingle in the fei^dant, applied to Lord rjENTERDEN to 
^in of politics~and we should regret seeing name a particular day on which his Lordship 
them forget tlie duties of citizens in their would take this cause. The Learned Coun- 
professioual avocations —let them bring sel stated, that it would be necessary to call 
along with them those lofty and humane ^ great many medical gentlemen ; and that, 
senlimonts which the study and practice of | tts his client did not wish to inconvenience 
their profession arc so well calculated to member of his profession, it would he 
inspire. I'o heal, nnd not inflame, theylhiul'^y desirable that a day certoin should 
should ever recollect, is their peculiar office. I be named for this trial, as several of the 
l,et lheri>i if theyflit all appear oa the | witnesses were in e,ttensire practice, in dis- 


stage of political strife, rnng^tiiemselvcs on parts of the country, 
the side of reason and humanity, and not Sir James Scaiilett, for the PlmtiiV 
endeavour, by adding fresh fuel to the flume, said, they were agreed on the propriety of 
to perpetuate that political conflugration of application in question, and tliat he had 
the passions in w'Uich their distracted coun- no objection whatever, but fully concurred, 
try has been so long involved. There are LordTENiERDEN assented to the appli- 
surely ways enough in Ireland for the am- cation, and intimated, that he would take 
bilious spirits of the medical profession of Uhe cause on any day which the Counsel 
that country to distinguish themselves, he- 1 might themselves agiee upon. — Accordingly, 
sides seeking notoriety tl>rough the means 1 Frio a v rext, the l‘iCh December inst., 
of petty party politics, so unworthy of the ^ was appointed. The trial to take place at 
insna ofscieiu e and the philosopher. If we j the CuI’ut of Kino’s Bench, Tf 
mistoke not, there are quite enough of ]>oIi- |aiid to commence at iiALK-rASTNiNE o’clock. 


ticians to write and spout in that country I IVe may take this opportunity of Btating, 


without llu' assistance of its pliysici.jiis. In < that we .shall redeem the pledge which we 
the dearth of medicnlliterature in that coun- gave in The Lancet of the .'ith of .April 
try, we su(?pt!Ct n practitioner would have a last, and conduct our defence in person, 
much belter chance of making himself We have comnmnicated to Mr. Brol gkam 
known by a scientific discovery, than by a the reasons which have induced us to wave, 
dozen of poUlieul harangues. It often hap- upon this occasion, the benefit of hisnn- 
pcu8, however, that Oioso who ato least ivivaUeiUaletUa iu addressing the yny. 
ciipahle of serving mankind by scientific 1 'Ibis itial will he one of great iroporlanco 
pursuits, arc the most willing to disturb 1 to the prolessioil aud to the j^mhlic j and tha 
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evidence of Mr. Benjamin HAnauoN, tlie 
Treasurer of Guy’s Hospital, will merit, in 
a peculiar manner, the attention of the Go- 
vernors of that institution j for the effect of 
that person’s influence over the affairs of 
the Ilospilal is made one of the issuahle 
facts in out plea. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Noi’ember 17, 1828. 

Dr. Haslam, President, in the Chair. 

IIIIPTUHE OF THE VTERl’S— OPERATION OF 
GAbTIlOlOMY. 

Mr. Lord related a case, in which the 
operation of gastrotoiny had been resorted 
to hy Dr. Hopkins, within the last ten days. 
This was the case which, on the last evening, 
he considered so important, ns to have l)(H*ii 
anxious then to have liad an opportuiiily of 
relating. Tlie woman was pregnant with 
her fit'ili child ; he, Mr. Lord, was sent fur, to 
attend her ; she had gone her full time. A\ hen 
he arrived, lie found very considerable ]»ain 
in the. abdomen ; the liquor amiiii discharged, 
the vagina dilated, and well lubricated, but 
uterine aciion very ninch abated. He re 
mnined with her for about three hours ; Ite 
then gtue her three ordinary doses of the 
secale cortmlnin. Uterine action was in- 
duced to a sinidl degree. By a vaginal ex 
ainination, he felt the scalp tense and ptifiy. 
The action of the uterus having continued 
for about an hour and a half, he tndeavoured 
to bring away the head with the vectis, but 
ftiled ; at length, he was induced to consi- 
der the head was hydrocephalic. Dr. iite- 
phenson was sent for to the case, in cou- 
junction with Mr, Jacob ; and, at one time, 
tliey thought the best mode of proceeding 
would be to lay open the head j but, from 
its sudden retrocession , with the entire ces- 
sation of the uteriue pains, and the sinking 
state into which the woman appeared to he 
getting, induced them to .suspect a rupture 
of the uterus, and to send for Dr. Hopkins. 
Dr. Hopkins, on his arrival, agreed that the 
uterus had been ruptured, and that the child 
had escaped into the ahdumen* I’he Doctor in- 
troduced his hand into the vagina, but, finding 
the, uterus completely contracted, and that 
he was unable to reach the fletus, he there- 
fore proposed the operation of gastrotomy, 
as a dernier ressort. The child vt^as removed 
through an opening made iii the abdomen, 
of seven inches and a half in Icngtli, and the 
whole operation performed admirably, with- 


iRUS..~GASTROTOMY. 

out the loss of a teaspoouful of blood. Four 
ligatures were applied, straps of . Ihesive 
plaster, compress, and bandage ; and Veches, 
to prevent ])eritonilis. A small (juantity of 
nourishing diet was given ; the patient ex- 
pressed herself greatly relieved, and passed 
a good night, —but died on the following 
afternoon. 

On examination, after death, there W’os 
coaguluble lymph on the edges of the wound ; 
very little peritonitis l»nd taken place ; and 
there was u rupture of the uterus, abun- 
dantly large to admit of the escape of llie 
child. The head of the foetus was immensely 
large, and on excellent drawing of it was 
submitted to the inspection of the Society, 
riie diameter, from chin to occiput^’ 
sured nine inches and three (luarUflfT 
cumference, from chin to occiput, n 
inches ; from the upper part of thIS 
the anterior fontanelle, eight inches. 

Mr. Waller wished to know Jiow soon,' 
after the rupture hud taken place, Dr. Hop- 
kins had seen the jnitient ! whether anyf 
attempt to turn had been made immeilintely 
on the escape of the child into the abdomen { 
and whether tin* .sugge.‘‘fion of Dr. Blundell 
liiidbeen attended to,-~lhat of removing tlio 
w'omh eiitircdy ? 

Dr. Hoi'mns stated, in answer to tlio 
above rjuerie.s, that he uudcrslond tho.se dan- 
gerous symptoms had not manile«ti*d them- 
selves long before his arrival. I he circu- 
lation lie foundio be exceedingly increased, 
the pulse J/)5, with great dejiression of the 
vital powers. Tlie Jloctor made an accurate 
examination, by the inti^duction of his hand 
into the vagina, when lie found the uleru.s 
permanevtiy contracted y so much so, n.s to 
prevent the adniission of more tlian tv.u> Jin- 
gen -y but he could feed the lacerated surface 
as (ill as its contracted state would enable the 
fingers to reach. This coniraction elicited 
some practical remarks from the Doctor, re- 
specting tlie difference between this per- 
manent rigidity, and tlie spasmodic action ex- 
hibited, in some cases, during parturition. 
The hand was carefully witlidrawu from iho 
vagina, and, on passing it over the abdomen, 
the fmlus could be distinctly felt. It Wis 
nscerlained that the entire fmtus had eacaped 
from the uterus, and, consequently, there 
could not be a doubt as to the propriety of 
the Casarian (feration being resorted to ; 
although, from the exhausted and dangerous 
state of the patient, few hopes could be 
entertained of her ultimate recovery. Find- 
ing it impracticable to deliver by the 
natural canal, an enema W'as administered, 
and the catheter introduced. The woman 
being placed on her back, in the centre of 
the bed, with the head slightly elevated, the 
Doctor commenced the operation, by mak- 
ing an incision, half on inch to the right 
side of, and on a line with, the linea alba, 
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exposing Uie foetus ss lie c&rried down t!ie that part of the uterus found subsequently 
BcalpeU 'Hie fojtus and placenta were re- lacerated ; tlie pain bad continued for three 
lUoved, and the operation completed iu.about months without intermission. He con- 
30 seconds, ^ ceived, tlierefore, from the posUmartem sp- 

in answer to Mr. Waller’s proposition of pearances, there could not be a (question bu^^, 
removing the uterus, the idea was so oiitre, that it originated from chronic iiijiammaii ,i, 
as scarcely to require a tliought. There was The fuJtal head, again, being partially de- 
no man more deserving the gratitude of the composed, the integuments must have given 
profession than Dr. Blundell, for the great way, before the accident could liave oc- 
perfection to which he 1^ brought the sci- curred, had the entire uterus been in a 
eiice, and more purticularly abdominal sur- healthy condition, 
gery ; but he (Dr. Hopkins) could not ima- ^ 

gine this to be a esMe in wliich the excision 

of tiie uterus was in ady way called for ; in- 24, 

deed, he had no hesitation in believing that, , 

had the operation been attempted, the pa- usoisthaii s ivcorrect snNrTES.— 
. tieut would, in all probahUity, have expired coniinuationt of mr. i.ori) s cask of 
‘'eitSMuwlelion. ^ rcptcred uterus, and mi. uoi-kinss 

. Wau.er consiiii there could be oi*ii«AnoN ok ga.stiiotomv. 

.liiculty wlmtever^W removing the After the Ilcgistrar had read the minutes 
^ lAenis vi'holly, and that it would have been of the last meeting, 

» much better to have done that than to have Mr. Amfshuuy took an objection to 

left it ill an unsound state. Me regretted them. He declared they were not correct ; 
tliat no answer had been given to bis ques- or, if they were, the discussiou of the former 
tious, whether any attempt to turn, iiimie- night, upon his fiucture case, was not such 
diateiy after the accident, had been made, us he then understood it to have been. Mo 
and what the exact lime was at which Dr. could not understand the discussiou at all, 
Hopkins saw her. by what apjieared from the minutes. 

Mr, Simu.uv, looking at the immense Mr. S uiueev said, that, os the discussion 
size of the head, considered that it must on Mr. Lord's case, when the Society last 
have create.il an uncommon mechanical dif- met, had not been at all satisfactory to his 
ficulty in the parturition ; and the question mind, he wished distinctly to propound the 
with iiim was, whether the ^irgot w’hiclj the question, wdiether, in the opinion of the So- 
praclitioner gave, had uot the irame* ciety, the administration of the ergot of rye 
diale and entire cause of ilte accident. ivas not the proximate or immediate cause 

Mr. Lord objected lo the notion of the of the rupture of the uterus 1 He thought 
ergot producing the accident ; he did not it highly important tlint this should be dia- 
tiiiuk the paius produced by the exliibitiun tiiictly knowm. 

of it, strong enough lo have ruptured the Dr. Hovkin? stated that, as far as he W'og 
uterus i he thought it more reasonidile to capable of judging of the coudilion of the 
ascribe the accidt-iu to the largeness of the uterus, the w’hole of it appeared lo be in a 
liead, combined with, in all probability, a healthy state, excepting the part at winch 
vitiated slute of the posterior part of the the rupture hod taken place. Here the 
uterus. tuxture was coasideiably altered ; the sub- 

Dr. rioi’KiNS objected to the notion of stance was much softened, and though 
the ergot, aloue, producing the nceideiU, he was not present w’hen the ergot was ad- 
though absent when Uu« remedy was had ministered, yet he thought that, had it not 
recourse to. On examining llie uterus been exhibited, the head of the fetus would 
after death, which, togetlier with the fe- eventually have caused the rupture. The 
gtus, be hits now iu his possession, lie coverings of the head w’ere so thin that, 
found it lu;alth\if excepthig near the larera- if the uterus had been in a healthy state 
tion, through which l)ie child pa.ssed ; but throughout, be thought tliey must have 
on that part, namely, the posterior sur- given wniy before it would have ruptured. 
fac<‘, the organ a]»peured completely altered, A Member wislied to know’ whetlier, 
and aoftened iu its texlurp. .fudging from after the exhibition of the ergot, there w’as 
tlie morbid appearance of tliis part, he powerful and loug-continued uterine action 1 
could not reconcile his feelings to the idea Mr. Lord observed, that the action was 
that the secale cornuium bad been the sole remarkably moderate, and by no means so 
means of causing the mischief ; but that great as that which usually took place iu 
the parturient efforts, unaidsif, w’Ould have the expulsion of an ordinary hutus. 
been sufficient to produce the rupture. In- The J/REsiDEtJT inquired of what the bulk 
deed, ho made a point of inquiring from the of the head was composed 1 
yiitient, and ascertained that she had felt a Dr. Hopkins had not punctured the 
dull aud continued pain iu one panicu- head, which was in his possession, as 
Itir part of ;tho abdomeiti tbo situation of well as the whole of the foetus aud the ute* 
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rus. Some part of the content! of tlte 
Iiead, however, Lad lately escaped, and 
which was fluid. He thought there must 
have been a gallon of fluid contained within 
*'te head. 

Dr. Williams considered the case of 
great importance, as well with respect to 
the ])Tactice of exhibiting the ergot, as with 
regard to I\Ir. l.ord’s conduct in the ma- 
Jiageineiit of tlie case. Ho was inclined to 
consult tlie feelings of this young practi- 
tioner, and to state, tlia*^ the impression on 
his mind was, that the exhibition of the 
ergot did no harm. He ahstniued from say- 
ing any thing upon the question, whciher, 
in the present instance, tlie ergot was called 
for or not, only feeling inclined to tlilnk 
that it had done no harm. 

iMr, W Ai LKU observed that, if truth were 
to be 8up]iTessed, and the. feelings of indivi- 
duals only to be consulted by the Society, 
such a Society would not be worth attend- 
ing. IMr. i.ord should know, that any ques- 
tions that were put, or observations that 
w'ere made, could not be intended to im- 
plicate him personally, hut only with a 
view’ to the advancement of science. Mr. 
Lord had stated that the head was hydroce- 
phalic, and that it hud not proceetkd be- 
yond the brim. If ho iiad made up his 
mind that the head was in this state, would 
it not have been intinitely belter to have 
punctured it with a sharp instrument ! It 
had been said, that the ergot had nothing to 
do w*ith the rupture, of the uterus; this 
niiglil be, but if any jiait of the womb was in 
a morbid state, and inclined to burst, the 
administration of the ergot was umjuesiion- 
ably’- calculated to increase that dispogitioti. 
At the former discussion he had inquired, 
but to wiiicb be had not been able to get an- 
swers, and therefore be pni bis (|ue8tiou8 
again , whether, nnrnedialely after the rup- 
ture of the uterus was detected, auy at- 
tempt was made to turn, and how long sub- 
flequently it was before Hr. Hopkins saw 
the case ! 

Mr. Loud viewed the case candidly and 
impariially, and, if auy error hatl been com- 
mitted, he should willingly have confessed 
it; btit, upon his honour, lie brdieved there 
had been none. He had waited tiiree hours, 
from first seeing tlie patient, behire he be- 
gan to administer the ergot, during which 
time no uterine action hud taken place. 'I'he 
0.5 uteri was diluted, and tlie vagina well 
lubricated, in passing the finger, lie felt 
the scalp corrugated ; the linger passed lea- 
dil)'' and easily over the parietal bone, and 
nothiiig more could he discriminate. Thi.s 
he considered favourable for the use of tlie 
ergol. He gave it, and it wa.-i not till three 
or four lumrs after the exhihiiion, that ulc- 
line action came on, propulsive and gonli- 
liued, but not violent* 


! Mr. Waller certainly did understand 
Mr. Lord to say, that he had ascertained 
■the head to be hydrocephalic; but even 
;upOTi this latter sialcmcnt, of Mr. Lord, 
i he was unable to nnderslnnd why he should 
j have resorted to the ergot. It seemed to 
I him that he had used it in that case in 
I which he (Mr. Waller) had ever been 
anxious to impress on the minds of his 
I pupils the absolute necessity of not huv- 
! ing recourse to it. 

i The 1 ’rksidkkt observed tlmt, in this 
'■ Society, there wss a great disposition to 
' dimk\ and. as that was the ground of all 
I sound philosophy, lie hoped Mr. Lord would 
excuse it, and answer, as distinctly as pos- 
I Bible, the questifins the different members 
i were ph-ased to jiut. 

Mr. Loud was anxious to do so, 
courted inijuiry. At the same tinu. 
complained billerly of being pelted on all 
I sides, before and beliind, va'ilh so many 
I questions. 

j .Mr. Lamih RT inquired whether the p.'iins 
j w'ere totally absent when the ergot was ad- 
j miiii.stcrcd ! As far us he had learned, it 
I was necessary llmt some parturient action 
j should be present when the ergot was given, 
as it had not the jiower of civali/ig pain, 

! Dr. IIovKiNs, liefore this question was 
■ answered, desired to be informed whether, 
if Mr. Waller had been attending a patient 
who had bad several favourabie parturitions, 
and found the ua uteri dilated, the vauiiia 
! lubricated,-— supping the head was of the. 
i ordinary dimensions, feeling the head, hut 
finding it could not de.scend,— he would not 
iiavt; had recourse to the ergot '! 

Mr. Waller would never think of giv- 
ing it fill the os uteri had so fur dilated, and 
labour had so far advanced, as that he. could 
not only make out the, presentation, but 
the situation. He should consider himself 
acting highly culpubl^y, if he were to act 
upon any other rule ; inasmuch as llio head 
might be lying traneverfiely, and his conduct 
might be aittMided with the most serious 
imiscluef. In the case which Dr. Hockins 
' had put, he should wait, and do nothing, 
j Dr. Blick doubted altogether the effect 
jof the ergot ; indeed, he could lay his hand 
] on his heart, and say it had no effect what- 
i ever, A few days ago he had been culled to 
.attend a lady, under very peculiar circum- 
! nances. She had had live children in the 
course of eight year*. Synqtfoms of preg- 
innmyhad again jiroceecbid, from the he- 
I ginning of the jiresent year, and, on the UU 
or -Jtli of Augu-sl, slif! had violent labour 
ipainB. She was sick and vomited, and lost 
: a considerable quantity of blood. On ilu» 
fifth of the same nnmtb, the inembranea 
; broke ; mIu; then began to decrease in 8i/.c, 
j and had ever since coniimied to do so. She 
I had removed from the vagiaa a small piece 
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of bone, liaviiig previously felt a pricking. 
(Laughter.) iilie had subaeqiiently dis- 
charged coagula and livid substances, some- 
thing like pieces of liver. He believed he 
should astonish the Society by saying what 
lisul passed and travelled througit the uterus, 
and that the child had entirely escaped into 
the abdomen. He could detect no rupture 
whatever of the vagina. There was now a 
tumour on the right side of her abdomen, 
which, when touched, produced a tickling 
sensation. The bowels had been remarkaldy 
gotd ; she had never had cause to complain of 
them ] and this brought him to the (ptestioii, 
bow far the Ciesurian operation should, on 
any occasion whatever, he perfonned ' Ex- 
cept the tumour he liad alluded to, this lady 
no bad symptaius whatever ; and he 
abscesses would ultimately take 
either in the abdomen or some other 
part, and iliruugli which the ibetus would 
he eapetl^d. 

Dr. Hyan considered the best mode of 
exhibiting the ergot to he in the nature of 
a decoction. He wished to know from ISlr. 
J.ord, how long the wouiari, in his ca'iefhad 
been in absolute labour, before the rupture 
of the uterus took place, and Itow long the 
uterus wa.s ruptured before the gastrotomy 
was resorted to 1 

Atr. Eambeht ridiculed Dr, Blick’s no- 
tion of the inefiicacy of the ergot, which 
stood singly opposed to a host of the most 
respectable testimony. At first he was in^ 
(luced to think Mr. Lord bad not made out a 
proper case for the adniinistialion of the 
ergot, hut his opinion had some wliat changed. 
He, however, wished to know how long 
parturient action had been going on, when 
the mechanical impediinent to delivery was 
ascertained, and how' long before the exhi- 
bition of the coiuutumt It was bis de- 
cided opinion that, when the physical ob- 
structiou was discovered, the hydrocepha* 
lio head should have been perforated with- 
out delay. 

* Mr, Lord — A re we to suppose that a 
country practitioner is like Dr. Slop, always 
going about with las green bag under his 
arm, filled with instrumental (Laiighter.) 
1 live at Hampstead ; 1 was called to the 
case a mile distant from my house ; 1 can- 
not determine when the uterus was really 
ruptured ; the symptoms, came on gradu- 
ally ; 1 had no sharp instrument with me 
to puncture the head ; it was iu the middle 
of tho night, and it ought to be recollected, 
that it IS exceedingly d'.fiicult at this time, 
iu a country place, on all occasions, imme- 
diately to procure instruments, and the 
assistance of friemls, whenever they are 
wanted. An instance was detailed iu Tiir 
l.ANcrT, a short time ago, of uense happen- 
ing at Worcester, where the practitioner 
waaiiot nl ail awuie of tlie rupture of Urn 


uterus that bad taken place. Another case 
occurred in Stamford Street, only the other 
day, of a rupture of the uterus, where it wasai 
not detected until an examination was madf;^ 
after death. 

Dr. WyM.sMMAN had had great expcrienco 
in midwifery. He agreed with tho obser- 
vation.'. made, that the presenting part, and 
the condition of that part, ought, in this 
case, to iinve been distinctly ascertained, 
before the ergot was resorted to. If tho 
hydrocephalic staft of the head had been 
ascertained , he oppreliended only one course 
ought to have been pursued, that of per- 
forating ; and that if perforation had been 
resorted to, the life of the patient would 
have, stood a much better chance. He 
should have been averse to the performance 
of the Cms-.irian operation, under the cir- 
cumstances of this case. 

Mr. Asiiwell regretted to have observed 
anything like a supposition, that jiersonali- 
ties could he intended by anything that 
was said. He deprecated certain modes of 
exprosiou, us, “1 assure you ufxni my 
honour f and considered them much more 
applicable for a autge than a scientific so- 
ciety. After giving every possible atten- 
tion to all that had been stated, lie had 
heard nothing to remove him from his first 
opinion, that it w^ould have been, better in 
this case not to have used the ergot. He 
thought suflicie.nt weight had not been 
given by the Society to Mr. Wallet’s ob- 
servation, that before the situation of the 
head was ascertained, it might be lying un- 
favourable to the use of the ergot. Here 
the head still remained above the brim ; 
there were long -continued pains, and, pro- 
bably, such as the woman had always 
formerly had, therefore, he should not have 
considered it a case for the ergot. At the 
same lime, he was not prepared to say the 
uterus would not have ruptured, had the 
ergot not been had recourse to. He hoped 
the detail of the circumstances of this case 
w’ould lead to a more careful administration 
of this medicine, and if so, that detail 
would be proved to have been usefully 
made. In his o^union, the ergot was a most 
iiivalnable remedy ; it had often greatly 
quickened labour, and restrained hiemor* 
rhage. He thought if a fu'tus escaped into 
the abdomen, tlu* accoucheur would not do 
his dtity, if he allowed it to remain there. 
The child might escape into it alive, and 
might be extracted alive, which was a 
powerful argument in favour of gastrotomy. 

Dr. Hopkins again oh.<erved, that the 
uterus had perfectly contracted by the time 
he saw the case, and the woman was in a 
very e.xhuusted slate ; the pulse lAO, 

r>r. Uyan thought there were many well- 
authenticated cases to justify the accoucheur 
in following tho child, aud cxtractiug it 
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vilien eaeaped into ths ^oaea; bttt be 
decidedly objected to Ibe openUon being 
• performed wimn the woman was in to ex* 
Rusted a atato aa Uiat detailed by Di. Hop- 
AiS. 
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INCORUECT MISt’TE5. — CQKTINl'ATTOV Ot 

MR. LOllu’d CASE.— l*OINT 01' ORIUU.— 

SrOMACll or an £XTll 4 |UtUlNABV 

The minutes of the last meeting; were read. 

Dr. Wai shman, after takiiii; an objection 
to the correctneea of the Hegiatrar'i mi* 
notes of the last meeting:, reaumed the dia- 
Ctf.«sioB of the subject ibat occupied the at- 
tention of the Society ou the fonner ni^bt. 
Jie bad met with many caaes, in tvhirii a 
M’drore/tbabc of the bead preaeoted, | 
where tbe Ule of ibe patient could not have I 
biten sared without |»erforation i many wbert i 
if wns saved ; and be bad likonise met wiilii 
caaes where it turned out afterwards that, . 
if the operation had 1 m!CU tmrted to, tlir 
mother would not have perialM'd. In ?tlf. 
Ivord's ea*e. — tonsideriu}; the widl-lorm«d ; 
jvelvia ; the enlarged ronditioii of the w ii»u«f , 
80 as to jjave allowed llie introduction of the ' 
vectis ; the nature of the pre»euiaiion,--it 
would liare been better practice to bate per- 
forait d Ilian to have given the ergof. 

Mr. Uoi'iiLtnAv 1 elated several cases, in ; 
which pt rforatiojj was performed with safely ^ 
to the inuthcr, where, otherwise, she could 
not have been deliveied ; aa apjH’arcd from; 
the sequel of further pregnancies, When it ! 
was or.te fairly ascertained that the os uteri; 
was fidiy (iilated, and thut, owing to thei 
coivlitiou of the bead and sacrum, the I 
head could not pass, no douht could he en- 
lertuiJU'd liitit. liie tooner perforation was 
resorted to, tiie greater chance of safety 
tiiere existed for the mother, A case of this 
sort was very analogous to a case of slrau* i 
gulated hernia. In the laiier case, when iti 
was ch^aily found that ihe hernia could noti 
be leturued, the less delay that took place 
before the opeiatiou was perfonned, the 
better. He produced to t)ie Society one 
specimen of ruptured uterus, iu consequence 
of perforation not baviug been resorted to in 
time. 

Mr. Wali.f R regretted to have been un- 
der the iieceasity of having had to inquire, 
for about the sixth time, without having 
obtained any answer, whether any attempt 
w^aa immediately made, when the rupture 
took place, to bring away the child titrough 
the natural passage ; and, if not, witiiin 
what lime afterwards, the operation to turn, 
Of the Cmsariau section, W'as performed’ 

Mr. Lambebt considered rupture of the 
uteiui of exUcuciy rare occurreuoe. It 


bad b«o& t»timsted by Bohm, •• oeetir* 
xiiis in tbi iitio of I to .1000^ but bo 
beUered tUsl tbo proportion wso f«r less* 
In s note of Dr. willan* on tlie Diseaset 
of iondon* it wss ststed tbst, tml of 
labours wbicli oecurred in tlie practice 
of an emtuenl accoucheur , there was only 
one instance of laceraled uterus. Kevertiug 
to Mr* l*ord*s case, and passing over the 
irentment which, in bis (Mr. l^tnberl's) 
opinion, should bare been adooted,-- naaifly, 
fterforaiimi of the beidt and which would, 
in all }>rohability, hart prevenied the rup- 
ture of the uterus, --ilie was desirous, at 
once, of coming lo ll»e question, i» to what 
w'ere the mo&t advisable tneaui to he pur- 
sued when such an untoward event lu»d 
takcfj pi:v?e ? The practice which had 
, aduptf-d by Dr. ll qikiua, in tlie 
of giiiitroiotay, l>e couiidt*rt*d to be Uu:wW|t 
f^rcqicr measure. Three mode# of trcatiueut 
present ihrmsriv««s for c^’Uiiiderauon, as 
Duma jusli) tibstrveii, when the ulcrus 
is ruptuTi'd iiuntig gcittation, and prior (o 
delivery h ave tlie esfte to Sutute, to 
deltver fter itm uatitnih, or t.» peiionu gas- 
truiouiy. With it fepevl U> tlie lirSt meawirc, 
he would siiitjdy remark, that there was no 
well-aullautualcd case of lecovery, where 
the frclus was ulimvtd to reiuaiu in the 
cavity ut the abdomen, the woman being at 
the full jwrioil of ncslation. As the 

secuud meaits, delivery fxrvm mluiaut, Uv, 
would (July ri'pealllK language of an ciui- 
oeni writer “ To dilate the os uleri f<»rt i- 
bly, aud Uius extract the child, is a pn>} o- 
sition soraih ami that 1 know no 

one who would adopt it." 1 he opeiatiuu of 
guslrotoray, thai, was the most prefer able 
measuns and although the experience ou 
this subject was but limited, yet, looking to 
the results of the few caMh lu which the 
operation b»d beem perfuruued, we are fully 
homo out it) Us aaoptioti. Since the lost 
meeting, he hod refem d to lire nuthoiiiie# 
on this subject, ami he f lund that the first 
case recorded, is in llie ;>rd vulunm of tlie 
Journal (le Ml diciue for I7(ih: tlic womau 
here survived, hi tiie Memoir# of tlio 
French Academy wua an account of a case, 
ill which the operation wo# tw ice {lerformed 
by Lanibron, on the same female, yet «)i« 
did w'di -y and, taelly, in the '.jud volume of 
the (Juurtt'rly Journal of Foreign Medicine, 
a Ruccessful case was related, ou the etulio- 
rity of Bernard and i.atoucbe. With re- 
spect to j)r. Kyuii's ohservations on Dr. 
Hopkins having operated at a time when 
there was much depriissioa of vital power, 
he (Mr. Lambert) would say, that the pros- 
tation is a leading oharacteriatic lUruughout 
of rupture of any viacus ; that patients die 
iu this couditioi), without auy apparent 
effort at re-action *, and, consequently, that 
auy delay iu opening the abdomen, ind 
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TMioviiig Ut oiypressive eMte, in hit opi* 
)iioD, would have been eolpable. 

Mr. Walleh, in explanation, conaidered 
that Mr. Lambert baa altogether mistaken 
the nature of hia interrogatories, notwith- 
fitanding the oumeroua timea they had been 
repeated. Every pmon knew that, after 
tite uterus had exjHiUed iU contenU, and 
contracted, no baud could bo introduced 
into it; but there were many casei on re- 
cord, *>Or. Bhmdell had ofieii met with 
tljcm, Mr. Doubleday had met with them, 
others hud met with them ,-^wh ere, imme- 
diately on the rupture of the uterus taking 
pluce, thti hand wai iritfoduced, and the 
child brought away by turning. 

Mr. Lottn coiiceived that no |>eraon could 
^ave expected ti»e rupture t<i have taken 
from the mild pains the woman was 
^lllVoriiig, and which had h< on upr)n Jier for 
an hour and a half, more or Im, hefure the 
rupture ttxjk place. The necessity of per- 
Ibruliou, before the rupture took place, was 
not called fur. There was no fair analogy 
to he made between u case of thi«i sort and 
ft inau labouring tm ler Uertiin. Jl;ul the 
large state of liie hca<l been foreseen, hr 
hliould not have given (lie ergot, but would 
have punctured the head with a jK-nknite, 
ratlu r than have left it until the rupture 
took pUice. '1 ite morbid coiulitiou oi’ tint 
iitertjs bad not been sullioieutly adverted to 
by t ill' Soiiety. I • hud seen a case on thm 
verv tlay, in wdiich the nlerus was ruptured 
ut the period of qwickcuiug, either by some 
pain of t!»t’ uterus itself, or a motion of the 
fu tus, us tlje Wi.ioan was d* aceuding from 


n stage-coach. Tlie os uteri was soft and 


dilatable, hut the operation of turning was 
not atteuipu’d. vifter tho exossiaive large 
state of the head was thought of, consi- 
dered that, even if delivery wi^ aocom- 
pUshed, the child not beiMved, and 
the mutfaer's condition but very Uttio tmo- 
liorated, 

Mr. KiNono^ w as of opinion, that, con- 
aideriitg the able uud candid manner In 
wliich tha author had brought forward this 
case, and the eicelient uhiUtiea he had 
proved himteif to possess, no furtlrer r)ues- 
tiona ought to jk put, which could be per- 
•onal, or painful to hia feelings ; the grati- 
tude of tho Society must b« due to him. 

Mr. Louo should not have wished the 
diiOttSsion to have [iroceeded .so fur, had it 
not been that, on the former night, a geu- 
tieiuun observed that, in this cuse, the wo- 


man had bnn /o«t. 

Mr. L.amhkut — Having been Uie indivi- 
dual who made the observation, considered 
it due to Mr. Lord to assure him, tiiat he 
certainly did not mean the remark to apply 
personally to him. lie might, if the ciise 
had fallen to his (Mr. Lambert's) lot, have 
conducted himaclf ns Mi. Lord had done. 
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Still be was iostided in making Uie obser- 
vation *, and he repeated, that the womai| 
had been lost ; inasmuch aa, in all probaw 
bility , if perforation had been resorted to, 
her life would have bf^en saved. 

Dr. Ui.ick requested that certain parts of 
the Laws of tlie Society might he read from 
the Chair, which he conaidered w’ould bear 
out his argument, that, on the former even- 
ing, at the breaking up of the Society, the 
President hud no right to interrupt Dr. 
liopkius in the statement he was making. 

ThePufesiDtNi : inteiTUpiiug)— Dr.iilick, 
allow me to request that you will sit down, 
Sir, and to assure you that I shall not liear 
another word on the subject. (Heat, hear.) 

Air. VVai.lku exhibited to the Society, as 
a curiosity, a female stomach of extraordi- 
nary siae. When tn tUu, it extended from 
the iiolural situation down along the It ft. 
side, terminating in tite pelvi«, a consider- 
able portion of which it filled up. 


GUT'S HOSPITAL. 


CONTINI ATIOS OF TU* ** NO HF.RNlA*' CAST, 

Noiuivti has transpired w’oriliy of notice 
in this ease since Our last report. The dis- 
charge, whivh was pronounced ftcideiit by 
the surgeon, bus not been observed since 
thegUt. 

Dec. 1. On visiting him, with Mr. Key, 
we found the wound had neatly liealed. He 
has been taking agenerous did t,and, in fact, 
is not uiuoh worse from the opciaiiou. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


FXTRAVASATION OF I'RINE, 

Stephkn Norris, »t. :>i, a muscular 
baker, and a hord drinker, was odinilted 
into Colston’s Ward, Sept. li>, with con- 
siderable indammatiou and disten.^iou of the 
perineum luul scrotum. Was in great agony 
when brought in. States that he has had a dii- 
ficulty in voiding his urine for the last two 
years, on account of a chancre that he had 
about that time close upon the orifice of the 
urethra, which, in healing, has considerably 
contracted (he orifice of the aperture, so 
that the stream of water lias never since 
been larger tliuu a small crow's quill. 
Upon passing a small -sized catheter, every 
other part of the urethra appears free from 
contraotiou The urine has always seemed 
to him to pass freely along tlie urethra 
until it arrived at the orifice^ where it has 



3i6 


rRVSJPELAS.~.\VOrXD OF THE CRANIUM. 


been suddenly wrested in its progress, and 
most puinfuUy diiiendt'd in the urethra, 
'iell a little p»iu in tVie perineinn.on ninkin** 
y.aterone evening, after drinking anti danc- 
iog at Rartholomew Fair; and, on exainin- 
ing the part, discovered a small swelling, 
which has gradunlly increased in sire, and 
extended to the serouim. 'I'his has been 
distended and painful for the last two days, j 
Mr. Stanley, who attended tor Mr. Vincent, J 
saw the man about an h|^ur after he was 
brought in, and entertaining no doubt about 
tbe nature of the case, made an incision, 
of about two inches long, in the perineum. 
A quantity of offensive pus and urine imme- 
diately gushed out.' The catheter was 
withdrawn, hot and moist flannels ordered 
to be constantly applied, and cniomel and 
jalap taken , witli a dose of house physic. 

lo. Has p-assed a restless night, and is 
Tv?ry feverish this mnniing. fe'kin hot; 
tmgue dry ; pulse quick. Is much relieved 
by the <)j)eration. The bowels have been 
freely moved. The principal part of the 
urine flows through the wound. A small 
portion has escaped by the urethra. 

16. Now passes the greater part of his 
urine by the urethra, though a little 
still comes through the wound, to which a 
poultice has been kept. During the lost day 
or two, granulations have sprung up. The 
scrotum is diminished to its natural size ; 
tongue moist, pulse natural, and he is, 
in all respects, doing well. | 

as. The urine flows entirely through the 
urethra. The wound is nearly closed. In ' 
consequence of some inflammatory 8ym])> 
t tms about the chest, the dresser has* bled ' 
him to-day to Jxvj. la a fortnight after, 
he was quite well. | 

In the latter part of our report from this ! 
Hospital, last week, it should have been 
stated, that the bone was diseased for a con- 
siderable distance above the fracture, end 
that the fracture did not extend up tbe bone. 


HOSPICE DE PEJIFECTIONNEMENT. 


ERYSIPECAS PIILECMONOOES. 

Several new methods of treating erysipe- 
las have recently been proposi'd by the 
French surgeons. M. Dupuytren has often 
seen an extrwirdinary ( flVct from bliaU r*; 
and M. Larrey knows, in this disease also, 
as in many olliers, no icmedy superior to 
the npplicaih n of moxa. M. Velpeau, of 
the Hospice do l^erfectionncinciit, bus fre- 
quently effected a speedy cure by continutil 
pressure, especially in such individuals 
where general and local blood-letting is in- 
admissible* 


A female, 6S years obi, and of arery’ un- 
healthy couslituiion, wm, on the SfMb of 
August, admitted into the Hospice; the left 
leg was swelled, hot, very painful, and of a 
brown-red colour ; on pressure, some sub- 
ciitanecus fluctualtun was nerceutibie, the 
knee wns slightly enlarged, and the syno- 
vial capsule somewhat distended by fluid. 
I'he disease of the leg extended rapidly to 
the thigh, which, w'ithin a short time, was 
affected in its whole length, and in such a 
maimer as to threaten gangrene. The con- 
stitution of the patient not admitting of 
bleeding, M. Velpeau ordered compressiou 
of the whole limb ; the bandage was made 
very tight, and re-applied as soon as it be- 
gan to loosen. At first the juiiu was consi- 
derably inneased, but it soon abated, anf 
at last entirely ceased; so that, witbin 
few days, the patient was discharged, cured. 

About tbe same time an old man was ad- 
mitted ot the Hospice, with erysipelas 
phlegmonodes of both legs, wdiich were 
much swelled, very painful, end disco- 
loured. The patient, being of a very ple- 
thoric habit, was twice bled, but the bleed- 
ing, having no influence on the local disease, 
pressure was resorted to, nhich proved so 
effectual, tiiat the cure was completed within 
six days.— Lo Climi/we. 


HOTEL-DIKU. 


PENETRATINO WOUND OF THE SKULL. 

A YOVKG man, who had been stabbed in 
tbe right orbit, immediately below its upper 
margin, was brought into the Hospital in 
the most complete stupor, vision, hearing, 
and general sensibility, being ((uiie extinct ; 
the wounded eye protruded from its orbit, 
its vessels, and those of the eye-lids, being 
gorged with blood. He was freely bled from 
tbe foot, but, in the following night, bad an 
altoi^k of the most furious delirium. The 
next day the stupor and paralysis still con- 
tinued ; the pulse was very small. The pa- 
tient was again bled twice, bnt without any 
alteration in the symptoms. On the third 
day, the respiratory muscles began to be 
paralysed ; his breathing became stertorous 
and very difficult, each inspiration being 
accompanied by a trembling of the whole 
body. ]M. Dujmytren accounted for this 
symptom, by supposing that an extravasa- 
tion Imd taken place at the base of ibc skull, 
which suspended the function of the respi- 
ratory nerves. The patient w'as hied a 
fourth time, hut the difficulty of breathing 
increased, and he died on the same day. 

The bones of the skull having been re- 
moved, it was fouud that llm instrument 



LITH^OHY^OSSIFIED FffiTES. 


317 


had penetrate’ il throa{.',h the orhit into the I 
fcuhfttunce ot‘ the brain, and tliut n piece of | 
bone htul been tliruat into the anterior lobe, 
a g^roat porlioTi of which \va« found diasolvetl, 
and inixi d with o considerable (|uantity of 
coajjulated bloud from the arieria corporis 
callosi. — Jmru, C^nir, dcs liopit. 


LITHOTOMY, 

The surgeons of the Mdtel-Dieu, MM. 
Dnpuytren, llre*chet, and Sanson, have 
recently endeavoured to determine the 
compniaiive merits of three dithrent me- 
thods of lithotomy. The (irst adopted the 
transverse ; the second the lateral ; and 
the third tlie recto-vesical section. The 
four patients opeiatt?d on by I\IM. Bupoy- 
|^:n and Bresebet were pt^rfectly cured ; 
i*ut in one of tire two cases in which M. 
Sanson performed the recto- vesical opera- 
tion, there reiDBined s fislulous opening 
between the rectum and the bladder. In 
one of M. Dupuytren's patients there occur - 1 
red, soon after the operation, a violent in- 
ternal hecmorrhnge, w’hich was soon disco- 
vered by the great tension of the hypogaa- 
triuni; the distinct, soft (uinescence of the 
bladder ; the frequent and fruitless desire 
of making water ; and by the sudden pale- 
ne.«i8, with intercurrent attacks of syncope ; 
it was checked by a dossil of lint intro- 
duced into the bottom of the wound, 'llic 
number of cases in which the tliree me- 
thods of lithotomy were perfonned, are not 
sufheient to determine the respective value 
of each ; but the frequency of a fistulous 
opening between the rectum and the blad- 
der, after the lecto-vesical operation, aud 
the danger of wounding the seminal vesi- 
cles, a]>petur to he sufficient reasons for 
nhandpning it altogether. The Amaii di 
Medicina contain the history of a case, in 
•which there remiiuied, after the. operation, 
an incurable fistulous passage betw'een the 
bladder and rectum, and where the seminal 
vesicles were divided iu such a manner, that, 
during coitus, the seminal fluid was dis- 
charged tiirough the rectum. It seems, 
liowever, that the recto-vesical operuliuii)| 
which, at first, found s^i many partisans in 
Italy, is now generally relinquished there 
for the median section, a method also pro- 
posed by Vaccu, in his last Memoir on 
Lithotomy,* and whiclf, iiuleeil, seems ti» 
have considerable advantages over it. This 
operation is perfonned in the following 
manner: au incision being made in the 
rajrhe, extending from the external sphinc- 
ter ani to the bulbus urethra:, a probe- 


* Della I.itotomia m i due aessi ; qnarla 
memoiia deirrof. Vaccii lU-ilin gheri. Tisa, 


pointed bistoury is inserted into the groove 
of the bluff, the liamile of which is pressed 
towards tlie pubis, so that the neck of the 
bladder and the proitiiie eland presenir 
tliemselves, and are easily divided by pass- 
ing lUc knife along the groove of the staff. 
Ibe principal iidvuataees of ibis method seem 
to be the fnllowing : — 
t 1. The bladder is opened in the shertest 
way, and the wound admits of the greatest 
dilatMti >n, being in the centre of the onth-t 
of the pelvis, ni^ surrounded by soJt parts 
only. 

No large vessels, and only the minute 
ramifications of the pudenda are divided, 
and thus tm occurrence is avoided, wrliicli 
not unfrequently led to a fatal ternSiualion. 

, :L i’he knife is almost mechanically car- 
i ritnl into the bladder, and the parts, in ques- 
! lion, are very easily divided, being kept in a 
I state of tension. 

I 4. 'I'he finger being introduced into the 
I bladder, tlie stone is very easily felt, being, 

I by its own weight, carried towaids the 
wound, which is at the lowest part of the 
bladder* 

.b. The aiiuiition of the wound best pro- 
motes the discharge of calculous fragments 
after the operation, and prevents sanguine- 
ous or urinous extravasation, which so 
often takes place after the lateral operation. 


HOSnCE DE LA SALPETKIERE. 


OSSIFIED EXrnA-UTRniNE rniTUS. 

A FEMALE, who hiul been for several 
years at the Snlpetrii re, on account of men- 
tal derangement, died in her 77tb year. On 
examining the abdomen, o small tumour was 
found in the pelvis, slightly adhering by 
some layers of cellular tissue to ilie mesen- 
tery, and sloop of the small intestines ; the 
uterus and its apjvenduges, as well as the other 
abdominal visceia, were perfectly liealthy. 
Ou a closer inspection of this tumour, it W'us 
discovered to be the skeleton of a fccius, 
surrounded by a iliin, and nearly transpa- 
rent, membrane j it bad an oval foriti, was 
two inches in its largest diameter, and was, 
by a sort of indenture, divided into two 
unequal halves, tlie largest of which con- 
tained the bead, the snuAih r the trunk. I be 
skull was’ifery well formed, completely ossi- 
fied, inch in its antero-posterior, inch 
in Its uansverse, aud one inch in its verti- 
cal diameter. The hones were regularly de- 
veloped ; not the slightest trace of a lonta- 
nelle could bo found, aud all the sutures 
were peifecily united. The froutal bone 
>vas much niclied ; the parietal bones wt-vo 
also very promiueut, especially that of ibo 
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light side ; the temporal boaea were placed 
^ almost horizontally, and exhibited tiie rudi- 
'^sAiiettUt of a glenoidal cavity; that of the 
right aide presented a sort of zygomatic aich, 
united to a small oa malnre, which termi- 
nated in a rough articular surface ; the upper 
and lower jaw-bones Avere entirely wanting ; 
the orbits were well formed ; the occipital ’ 
bone was a little elongated towards its u|»per 
part ; its lower portion consisted of several 
separate pieces. The skull was united to 
the trunk by fibro- cartilaginous ligaments, 
at leabt an articular surface could not be 
found, on external examination. The trunk 
being somewhat curved anteriorly, showed 
the rudiments of a vprtebrol column ; the 
place of the sternum w'ss occuitied by a 
verj’^ thick fibrocartilaginous mass; thej 
ribs, aa well as tlte hones of the shoulder 
and the clavicles, were contpletely ossified ; 
the vertebral column terminated below in 
the sacral bone, and the rudiiueuts of the 
pelvis. The extremiiies were w'anting, 
with the exception of some traces of the 
upp«r-arm. Un intemarjospetum of tliis 
skeleton, the cavity of the tkoll 
of a regular form, its parieles being oue« 
twenty-fourth of an ineb in thicknoss ; tliey 
were lined with the dura mater, the folds of 
which were well developed, and contained 
a gelatinous fioid, of a yellow colour, with- 
out any distinct organisa^oo. The cervical 
vertebr* consisted of several pieces, of an 
irregular foim, so that the single vertebra: 
couM ftotbe dtstiuguished ; the dorsal ter- 
tebns were more developd, and distiactly 
aoBular ; the lumbar vertebrae, as well as 
the sacral bone, cousisted of irregular pieces. 
I'Ue abdomen and lUorax formed one cavity, 
at the U])per portion of whicir the pleura 
was distiuctiy teen lintug the ribs ; its 
lower half coutained a greyish-yellow aJi- 
pocirous mass, witii ap;»ar«4lt traces of folds, 
representing, no doubt, tiie iDteftines. Jn 
tiie ceutru of this mass • brou^ ttucleus 
wos discovered, with a small cavity, which 
was continued, in a thin filament of the 
same colour, along the vertebral culuuw, 
and wliicli were very probjibly the remains 
of the heart and aorta. On the extemal 
surface of tie:: skitil, punicularly on the right 
side, several ves.wls were seen runniog to- j 
wards the mcdi:m line; some intercostal 1 
vessels cuiiUi also be distinguished, — Archiv. j 
Ck'ntr, de AJiudecine, \ 


SURGICAL CLINIC AT lir.RLIN. 

EXTEssiVB viucn ni: or iiir kkull, 

A LiTTiE boy, about nine, years of age, was 
brought into the institution in a state of 
complete iusmibility, with the blood flow* 


ing profusely from the ntoutli, nostrils, cars 
and eyes. A large piece of timber bad fallen » 
from a considerable height, on bis head* 
and caused an extensive fracture of the 
skull. On examining the wound, the skin 
above the right ear was found lacerated, 
and a probe introduced into this aperture, 
could be easily passed to the temporal re- 
gion of the other side. The parietal bones 
were coniuderably depressed, and a crucial 
incimon having been made, a large fracture 
was found extending over them, from tlie 
right leropral bone to the left side of the 
bead. 'I'he anterior part of tire skull was 
also considerably dejrresied, and in it a 
second fracture was discovered, extending 
from the transverse fissure anieiiorly over 
the frontal bone towards the right eye ;, 
the margins of this longitudinal fractur' 
were distant from each other about the 
tenth pan of an inch, and the pulMtions of 
the brain could be distinctly seen between 
them. At each pulsation, the blood rushed 
w'itli great violence from the fracture. 
Bleeding, cold fomentations over the head, 
and some injections of diluted vinegar, hav- 
ing been employed, the little patient re- 
covered his senses, and, the depressed )>or- 
tion of the sknll having spontaneously risen, 
the use of the trephine was very properly 
dispensed with. The wounds were simply 
dressed with lint dipped in tepid wntur. 
After some lime several iwrlions of the 
fractured bones were dist'barged, and the 
dura mater be^an to be covered with granu- 
lationa, which were graflually formed into a 
solid membranous substsnee. At the end 
of three months the child was perfectly 
cttrodv---Gr«|fs*i Merichi CWtueg, An- 
gmattid. Jmf* 


xsTtrs srscEPTiotf auccmmj.v treatkp 

w'itn oi ita8U,viR. 

A EAr>Y, 80 years of age, was snddenly 
seized with excruciating psin in fii© intes- 
tiTM s, accomputtieil with vomiting of steroo- 
raceous matter. M. Bellucci, who saw fhe 
patient on iho fiMirth day of her illitets, cou- 
sifiering it a com: of intus susception, or- 
dered general and local bleeding, the *sTm 
bath, limietilatiows, and tdeaginous aperi- 
ents, but without any eft'ect w'hatever. On 
i the seventh day, a do»« of three ounces of 
qnickstlver was given, which, after 
hours, jiroduced copious stools ; in eonse- 
(juence of which, a remission of all the 
symploms took place, so that, within a short 
time, the patient completely locovered/— 
Eteukim* 
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»n. TUOMY. 

To the E^tor ef Th& Lancit. 

Srn,— I than beg leave to call your atten* 
lion to the fotlovi^iag circumetascel con* 
nected with the appointment of Dr. Tnomy 
to tlie professorship of the practice of inedi* 
cine in the School of physic. 

Dr. Tuomy was, in the year 18111, i 
fellow of the College of I’hysiciant, when 
the College refused U> confinne Dr. Whitley 
Stokes, S.F.T.C.D., in that professorship j 
it a’as admitted that Uie duty had been per- 
formed in the most exemplai^ manner, but 
that it was expediestto bold an election, in 
order to ascertain his jelalive merits, in 
comparison with thoie df othw persons who 
(anight be StndidateSi At the election Dr. 
T&ykes was diep ots aB c dj a«d Dr. Tuomy ap 
jl^iated tb hts profWeerSlitp by a casting 
voice* 1 see that Dr. 

Tuomy bfa my jimiit givund for complaint, 
because a l^alesals tentiiihed, without the 
mioption of he could not have been 

elected* Fodr Dr* Stokes ^ sUU tVivn and 
resident in DubUn, although lie was sot 
amongst the candidates at ti»e late eleetilKa. 

i» AaiSTinas DvBnrNiSKsis* 

NoitSima. 


IMFLAMMATIOX’ OF VEIKS. 

To the hlUw vf Tub Lasckt. 

Si a, — Perceiving in your Lahcst of last 
week, (No. i^73,) a case of ” inflammation 
stipervening upon venesection, and followed 
by death," I was led to notice Mr. Law- 
rence*# reiiark, at tlte end of the article, 
that be bad sever known an instance where 
the patient lec^ered in such cease. As 
you passed thd expfeasioa Without coih 
meht, 1 naturally conclude yiPti dallidMe in 
tlie remark.* Allow me to t/Bn ytm the 
following case for eonsideiatiim. In the 
month of December, 1885, I wss on the 
coaat of Africa, in the ship ahd 

had occaikm to abstract slmut sixtemi 
oiineei of blood from the master. Next 
morning he eotnphiined of a sense of tight- 
ness in the arm, with lancinating paint eic- 
teruling aa far at the axilla. On remoytog 
the bandage, 1 petceived the orifice in a 
state c^supiiuralioti , wiih^isflaimnauoo to a 
constderable extent. In the course of the 
day, erpipelas extended over the whole of 
the forearm. On the third day I discovered 
n sinus to have formed from the orifice along 
the median basilic, to the extent of, it leaat, 
an inch and a half* Aa tlws above case is 
from memory, 1 cannot give particulars of 
method of care ; except that, by the appli- 


• We have aeen paiienta who have re- 
coreted focia these cowpUdats,-- £i>. I** 


cation of poultices, with satnrine aofotions, 
and paying particular sttention to (be 
bowels, the patient TccoTe!red4i He waSi at 
the aame time, under the influence of mer- 
cury, which had been exhibited for on 
affection of tlie liver. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. W. Milles. 
limehouae, Nov. 27, 1828. 


SUROEONSaaND ” rURES.** 

Sir, — P ermit me to inquire from some of 
your numerous, and often excellent corre- 
spondents, answers to , the following en- 
quiries. * ; 

1st. When a cofnsultation is desifndilj & 
a patient, and, as is frequently the case, the 
choice it left to the general practitioner, 
why does he select a pure'* to one of bia 
own clssel 

2d* Why does the ” pure/* wlien so 
consulted, make such icfwated and often 
Attccessfiil nlteaspts to appropriate tlie pa- 
tent, in order to introduce a ftyend of bis 
own ; or, order the preser^Kioa to be sent 
to some druggist nmned by himself ? 

Sd. Why does the pure’* seek to 
lessen the general practittencr, in the esti- 
mation ofihe patient and bia friends, by an 
arrogant nv^jiupercilhHti .demetQour^ by A 
want Cf pfbni^ity in keeping his appoint- 
ments by th«t he may be again 

sent for, tf it should 6< ntemary; Ira com- 
(daiikilttjpf being consulted toe latet - 

4thipire the ** pure#** so greatly supe- 
rior pli^ gOBeral practitioners, as to make 
it afRpvit on the piOrt of the latter to eutiure 
Umi treatment above described 1 

bib. Is it j net, to be arcessary to the rob- 
bery of poor patients, who are frequently 
obliged to pawn their apparel in order to 
satisfy the rapacity of the “ pureV’ 

(Ith. Is it politic to advocate or recom- 
mend this misapplication of the money of 
the patient, who, in consequence of the sa- 
crifices made to.qbtain the better advice ( !) 
of the pure, it iiietipacitated from satisfviug 
the juater claims of the general practi- 
tioner t 

ft||, .Ware not the most conspicuous and 
ciaBaCic^ dcttiindants of surgical reform, 
Meiars. Lawieoce, Tyrrel, and Key ? 

6th. Is not this trinity cmnpoaed of two 
** nmie/* of the ” wortliy baronet,'* and an 
tmegral portion of the corrupt body, in 
die person of Mr. Lawrence ? 

9th, Are the geneial practitioners justi- 
fied in expecting any vealous endeavours 
from tliese gentlemen, for ameliorating the 
oppressed condition of the " largest and 
moat ttsefol claas?'* 

I rattiUi yoart, &c« 



3^0 


ULCF.RATIOxV OF THE DUODENtM.-EPIDEMTCS. 


ULCEnATION OF TflE DUODINCM. 

L. LavEik* eeFent«eu years had) for 


a long time, Ma aul 
tlie ftpilgastrium, tu^ 




, jh the last six 


weeks, diarrhoea, lossdf appetite, sidkness, 
aud a gn at Uepresaioa of spirits, had sua*] 
ceeded. Oft the 10th of Oecomhef, 
three hours sfter a plentiful dinner, Ite wa« 
Buddenly attacked witli a my riindent pain, 
beginning at the regioh of the stomach, and 
extending over tlie whole abdomen, with 
vomiting drst, of what badiad eateft, tlieniof 
mucus, tinged with bile, liq paaaed the en* 
amng night in a .very restless state, and 
suffered excruciating pain ; on the follow- 
ing moruini Ite was ^brought into the hospi- 
was very palo, aud iu- 
distress; tfie extremities 
were cold ; ilia akiu covered with a cold 
sweat : the pulse was small, and*very fre- 
quent ; tlie abdomen tense, and extremely 
painful; the tongue bloodless and moist; 
there was frequent vamtSng of bilious matter. 
Forty leecfi^s, and eiibliient fomentations, 
w«f| anplied to tlie abdomen; bitt the pa?^^ 
tieiit e|:piri|ldn the afternoon of tlie aanael 
day. & |ldQmioar ca|ity . w^^ to! 

liUed with Mr, and aisipous, reddlilb, vei^i 
fffitii|3liquid ; the potitoneum was wyeeted: 
and'^ickened ; the |abu)l)aal eirdumvolu- ' 
tiQfis slightly adhdi^iio taoli ol^Or, and to 
#epentoneum. li^mucottaii^b^ of| 
the •tomacli was healthy; 
of Uie duodenum, very dose to & pylorus, 
the mtestinai canal was perforated by an 
ulqel iboQt tfie third of an inch in^^ipmeter, 
of an oval form, and with its edges Im^riRg 
to the peritoneum, which, in this part,, was 
of a greyish colour, and ulcerated. Near to 
this perforation attoUmr ulcer of the duode- 
num was discovereds. of nearly tJte same 
size, but having no communication with the! 
peritoneal cavity.— Joum, Unum* 


.arletiesof constitution, temperament, and 
habits of life. 'I’lie work will he inter- 
illuatioting 


the VJiriety, the symptomSf and the corre- 
|l|>ondi»g treatment of epidemites, tlie result 
[OTmany years’ research ; and the Essay on 
the mode of preserving h*‘ttbh in pestilential 
seasons, will he appended, in vyhich will bo 
Miowo, tJie remarhabld ooiucidetice between 
the ojiinions of Hippooiatet and Galen, unii 
|boso of certain modeixi^actitiottere cele- 
brated for the j4mulici% of their jpractice, 
and the adoption of the asCiphl^istio treat- 
ment in fever,':.' 


LITERARV NOTICE. 

ORICIJf AKP evnx Ot tPlnSM-lC'OTSOBDERS^ 

Dr. FonsTERf of Chelmsford, hM 
to press, and will publish, in a few weeks, 
an ** Ksstiy on the Origin of Ihid Earge 
Class of Disorders which are called '*Rpi- 
demics.” 'I he Kssay proposes to treat 
tiiem as having a two-feld cause, viz., 1st, 
30»e exciting cause, wliich resides in jhe 
peculiar constitution of ilte atmcHspW^ bt 
the time, in the production of which, elec- 
trical causes have u great share, 'I'his con- 
aii tutes the mysterious to Chop of the G reeks, 
and is the atmospherical or qudmk jHimn 
of the modents: its varieties produced by 
mahiria, and their corresponding actions, a* 
fpicj/ic tlimulattis, are numerous, ^d, The 
predispouent causes, wJiich consist in 
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LECTURES 
on ra* 

plD UTERUS, A|ID ONITQE DISEASES 
OF WOMEN AND CHItDREN. 

aBILVAftBO AT IIOAPJTAL BY 

DR. BLUKDELL. 

. : ^ 

Lictaatt VIL 

Is general, lltave sni<l, tnim^tare sex- 
ual, and vegc>tii8liA$hermttphrotlite; l>nt this 
ig not toiiguot. Animal hermaphrodites 
usuoUy unite, and there is double impreg- 
nation ; auaila and wormfl ate examples of 
this. 

The perpetuntiott of Uie speciea, wid llte 
preaervHtion of the individoal, being, appa- 
rently, with the great Designer, objects of I 
hrst interest, all Uring beings appear to I 
be formed mftttall|i|md bodily, (if i may be j 
allowed Uie expreadloits,) in imUon to these 
great enda; amd two pfinoi? j 
plea in mind, 4 % may com|^hapd 
of the wbetelbfe of 
strikes the attention in tbU:: 
stinet, the diaptmitiona, and ol|ter i|^li- 
tiea of liying beings. The 
changes Which the syatein undergoes," 'In 
both sexes, at tlte age of puberty, ia a sub- 
ject of common obsOiyalion ; dnd ifao iUua- 
* irioui Harvey has described Urn metatllh? 
phosie, which changee the guliah form into 
the perfection of womunty grace dud bcuuty, 
with a deHoacy and a cltssio elo^^ance, 
witiclumay well deter hib successors from 
the attempt. Whew vegetables propagaie, 
they form their hhmsoms, and nppear like 
animals, in all their dignity and glory. VAheu 
insects prepare for the fortuatiau of tho ocer 
strttcturefi, their ptuvioua changei are truly 
aatonishiug ; the uuaightty and unwieldy 
grub b<‘Comes decorated with all tlie colour* 
and the splendours of insect elegance, and 
the butterfly, rising on new-formed pinions, 
•0 Ught an'tl airy, that the jmet and the 
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artist have winged the soul with such--* 
with its little heart full of gaiety and glad- 
seas, frolics forth in search of its com- 
I pnnion, to perform its last office in the eco- 
I nomy of nature, being offen desttped^. |i|e 
other victims of passion, to perish idVm 
shrine* 1 believe it is ogreed^un all hobae, 
that the transformations of the iatvit into the 
winged insect, nre. throughout the whole 
of this class, designed merely to adorn and 
fit them for the formatipn of (be new strac- 
tttreai and nature, wiidi something more 
thaii a qmdterly attentiou to sobriety and di# 
cency, seems to have taken a plnasuin ia 
Ityiahly adorning ibp bridegroom aad the 
! bri^.-, 

[ Thma|b one highly redirects the wo^ 
character of Dr. Denmapy^e cannot forbiim 
smiling, whe% he imei^ of the perpetual 
capability o^jpMiacsng, daring tlie fiourish- 
ing perhm a .prondimtial comfort, 

the pecttUtt sMpaf of our species— on 
which he seems tb d^l with honest fppf* 
iagt ofjMl^ stt.d eomplaeency. In #l|p 
remark^^ Denmtn, however, there is a 
great ;|[esil of tehtb. Human generation 
sesiy 1kndy::;|to;' annaid^y iation ; but 
anf^ti’aad regetebtes^wlR' all of tiiem, 
aftt .^imbtr^, propagitp It certain sea- 
'mm» dwyi in spring, summer, autumn, or 
idjfmlei’; once or twice in the year, or ofiener, 
and ittegeuitals undergo a periodical (ieve- 
'hj^ppteot for the purpose. Although, how- 
ever, that the human female has periodical 
apiitudd rosy certainly he denied, yet I 
have tometirnim ihough^ that there is some* 
tliing genial in the spring-season, and we all 
knowi dhat of the vernal mooUm, May, per- 
haps^ ja the one which may put in the fairest 
claim to be the emblem of the blooming 
virgia. 

\Vlien the genital system is once prepared, 
bynumervuis expedient, Nature, never at 
a loaa, occomjdishes tlie mixiuie of the two 
nulmiaUct's. She entices— she impels — she 
forces; in the instance of vegetables, she 
t'lnploys the luinbtry of interujediate agents ; 
oiui tt shower— or a breeze— or the busy 
flight of insects— nccommoilaled perhaps, 
without being conscious of it, with some 
pretty contrivance, generated for this ex- 
press purpose ; Ulese, and uther accidents, 

y 
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are, one way or other, furnishing our wise 
parent with the means by which she accom- 
plishes an object all dear to her heart— the 
perpetuation of her living beings. Bees 
and butterflies are sad g 9 -between 8 .. 

When animals (^e divided into seiel, and 
pefhaps under herraaphroditism too, nature 
brings the two parts of the genital apparatus 
together hr means of impulses to which the 
human mind is no stranger, and the study 
of which in ourselves may, 1 think, serve 
to give us the best idea of the nature of 
those strange impulse in animals called 
instincts— impulses wnioli drive an animal, 
by pain or pleasure, upon a course of action, 
without any regard to its end, Adam, ac- 
cording to our great poet, ruined the whole 
human race, his children, for the love of 
p,*|CC i^t mother : this was pretty well. 
A says Blumeubach, will continue to 
impregnate the ova, even after removal of 
its he^ : this is better still. J’he strength 
of the sexual necessity is, in some parts of 
animal nature, truly astonishing ; nor is it 
weak in otw own race. 'J*he emanation of 
love, a feeling so lelined and delicate, frpin 
instincts so coarse and vehement, miglti lb^ 
mind tlie imaginative of the transformation 
of the evil spirit into tlid semblance a 
beautiful angel; while the more sober and 
useful naturalist ma^ probably bethink him 
the metamorphb^ of the caiterpillar into 
tlm volatile andj^ beimg it is in- 
debted for its exumi^* . ^ • 

ear, and eyca, feeUi^ 

become excited among men, principally, 
perbaps, by the eyes, (beuce iIhs adm^e 
of being ahort-aigbt^,) for tW oo 
not And love blind ; l^t when tnejf bind, 
they bandage bim. In auimali, too,tli^;e«r 
and eye have tbeit influence— 
femina ; but in them the iexual inatlnct is 
brought into operalibii frequently by tlid lo- 
tion of a very different sense, in the malel 
especially, and this sense is the smell. 

In the agreeable flclions of myth^Ogy, 
Cupid, like Bacchus, is sometimes molml^d 
on the tiger, UiltVrent beings are difie- 
rently armed, and the bull has his bom, and 
tlm pole-cat his icenf, and the viper hai 
tooth, and the scribbler bis slander- The 
fairer part of our species is, loo, defended, 
but by a differetii weapon *, and some two 
thousand years before the birth of Moore, 
Anacreon, in softened numbers, told to the 
W'orld the irresistible influences of female 
beauty. The Iridians, 1 am informed, can 
fascinate the most poisonous serpents ; and 
rat-catchers, in our own country, it is well 
known, can wheedle these animals on to 
their destruction, 'i'be more knowing of 
these fellow s will, 1 am told, lie at length on 
the floor, and, with some preliminary luea- 
sures or other, bring all the vermin from 
their hau&ts about them. 1 have been told by 


Mr. Hallum, of a drummer, who, when he 
knew the haunt of a wild animal, (as the 
otter, for example,) he liad a certain secret, 
by which he could, on lying near, bring the 
cretd^ure fortli about his uerson, disarmed of 
much of its ferocity, ana auSei in g itself to 
be hauled and handled with impunity. 
Like Daniel in the den, be seemed to pos- 
sess a protection againstbruie violence : now', 
seducing as tliese fellows are to animals, so 
seducing our own females, if we are youth- 
fuland unguarded„may become to ourselves ; 
and it was this reflection which first led me 
to think, what L feel persuaded will not 
be, hereafterj fi^nd erroneous— 1 mean, 
that the whold of this power depends u}>on 
sexual instincts- These influences, 1 con- 
ceive, contain within them the principle, 
which fascinates the serpent— which se-tf 
duces tile rat-4ifrhibU taihel, for a tiipf . 
and equally, the otteir or the tiger, at 5 
which, among our own species, has made^'T 
both old and young pkiylbe foal in all ages— 
numfuit ante Helmom. nuliet ^terrima bUli 
causa. Dinah flrsU vbdHelen ltfterwards. In 
the well “ We alllove,^'&c., 

a very great physiological truth is contaiued- 
Accordmgly I have leanit, reiq)ecting the 
man above mentioned, that be was accus- 
tomed to get and keep by him, in some 
mode of preparation or other, tlic genitals > 
and bladders of the females of diflerent ani- 
mals, during heat, and mixing llvis into a 
sort of pulp, he formed out of this mess the 
delicious sop by which ('erberus was tamed. 

“ Chachi a Ks gmttt,'* A putrid carcase is, 
to a blue-bottle fly, abed of roses. Mouie- 
breakers, probably, silence dogs on Uiese 
principlea. 

Rats 1 ^ fend of oil of rbodinin» and cats 
are deUgWd With the amell of valerian, 1 
auspectwbett oiUt &c., are imed as irresisti* 
Ilf bidta to tmmalt, it ii because their 
imfl rtaambfet ib^^ the senea- In all 
this iif fee $»e and powerful system 
of mbjiAtio^ getting a control over brutes, 
and, in a tfmpmrtry way at least, of bending 
them to oar will. Of all haiti. I think, 
there can be no ^ttbt that during the heat, 
and for mah* animals especially, none would 
prove so alluring and intoxicating as the 
sexual scents, and they miglit be anificialty 
compounded, (ialen snd Rabelais knew 
something of this secret. But time forbids 
me to enlarge. 

SigM vf Pregnaiwy, and meam of onwlatnmg 
the period when Geiiutm will cUm, 

tibe most certain mode, gentlemen, of 
knowing whether a woman be in a state of 
gestatioi^r not, is by waiting till the term 
of nine months is completed, when, unless 
the pregnancy be extra-uterine, or uplesa 
there occur some of those extraonli&iry end 
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raTe prolongations which hare sometimes so that, during the greater part of the 
been made the subject of physiological or day, they are well enough, but when tJ^ey 
forensic litigation, the uterus contain an rise, or eveu sit, in the morning, erect 
ovum, it will be expelled. It not uufre- in the bed, if I may confide in reports, 
queiitly happens, however, and I have met both re.tchingahd ntiusea are produced. In 
with such instances myself, that women, cases like these, a little mucus and gastric 
from various causes, are exceedingly anxi* juice only are expelled from the stomach, 
ous, in the earlier, or middle, or latter and not an ill-digested chyme, this proving, 
months, to know whether they are or not apparently, tliat the disease is not to be 
pregnant ; and hence the accoucheur has ascribed to dvsiwpsia, but rather to gastric 
been led to bring together a variety of signs, irritability. If, therefore, a woman, previ« 
by which tlie decision of this quiiatiaii may ously exposed to ’flie cause of gestation, 
be effected, nor wanting the other sigms, is seized sud- 

I he indications of pregnancy, in number denly with retchings, nausea, and vomitings, 
not a few, may be commodiously divided seizing her morning after morning when 
into tliree classes; of those, 1 mean, which! she quits her bed, or even when she takes 
are of ordinary occurrence ; of those, again, i the sedentary ])08ture, there can be Hitle 

S '"Inch are rare, or anomalous; and of those, ! doubt that all this is the result of geststton, 
ally,, common indeed to sll women, but . and the sign becomes of no small value, 
hieh may be iscertSmed Solely by means! In the earlier mouths of gestation, soy in 
of a careful manaal examination ; and, the first two or three, wheu the embryo is 
first, ^ will consider those signs of more small, as in some of the glasses on the 
frequent occutssnee, to be ascertained, in a j table, the movemeiils of the foetus, of course, 


great measure, from mere verbal inquiry. 
11 s patient apply to me, anxious to know 
whether sire is m s state of gestation or not, 
one of first questions 1 propose is — have 
you any feeling of bearing, together w'ith a 
sort of iiritalion about llie bladder or the 
reetnm, but more especially about the blad- 
der I For, inconsequence of the enlarge- 
ment of the utema, and of its descent into 
the pelvis, and of il at increased action ap- 
proaching to the inflammatory occurring in 
the womb and the parts contiguous, it not 
anfrequently happens, in the earlier mouths, 
that micturition, and some little obstruction 
of the bladder, together with besriugs, are 
produced. 

From a verie^ of causes, an enlarge- j 
mem of the lovper limbs of the dropsical 
kind occurs; ii some women especially, 
this enlargementy whether of the one or both 
limbs, is apt to be produced in the earlier or 
subsequent montlis of geststion. If, there- 
fore, s paiieat suppose herself to bo in the 
earlier montlis of pregnancy, you ought al- 
w'aya to ascertain whether tite lower limbs 
ore cedematotts or not ; and if your patient, 
previonslyin good health, has this (edema 
of the lower limbs unexpectedly, and in 
considerable degree together, w'itli the other 
signs of gestation, you may then consider 
this, 1 ^), as a sign iiultcalive of pregnancy, 
and, indeed, as one of no smalt value. 

It is obvious that you must not hastily 
conclude that a woman is pregnant, merelv 
Im'Cbusc she is attacked with vomiting;# and 
retchings in the mornings, inasmuch as 
these retchings and vomiting.^ in women, as 
in ourselvea, may he produced by a variety 
of other causes. Pregnancy occurring, how- 
evar, women, perfectly w*ell before, are 
•omotimes seised with morning sicknese, 
atteuded with retchings and vomitings ; 


cutinot be felt, but in the middle and latter 
montha, when Uie fadus becomes large and 
strong, its movements are readily ]>erceived 
by the mother. Now, where the motions of 
a child are, as they frequently are through- 
out the whole of the pregnancy, obscure and 
infrequent, they become of small value, 
as an indheatioo of pregnancy, even though 
the w’aman have had a large i'amily, and 
though, judgifigfitom this symptom, she per- 
suades herself that she is pregnant. 1 know 
an instance of a lady, possessing more lhau 
average intelligence, the mother of twelve 
chiidren, who was led, by these abdominal 
movepicmts, into an erroneous per.suasioa 
that she was pregnant again ; for spasms of 
the xbdonimai muscles, and flutters of the 
bowels, may now end then be mistaken for 
the movements of a child. You ought, 
moreover, not to be ignorant that sumo 
women possess the ]>ower of stimulating 
the ib^tal movements, by the action cf the 
abdominal muscles, ns I am informed, so 
e.xactly, that even au experienced accou- 
cheur might be deceived. By women of 
intrigue, this piece of slight may be abused. 
A woman, who possessed considerable skill 
of this kind, formerly exhibited her talents 
in this town fur hire ; she was visited by 
Lovvder, Mackenzie, and some other cele- 
brated aci’OucluMirs of the day, and, after 
satisfying themselves that the womb was 
not enlarged, they ; made the usual exami- 
nation of the abdomen, wheu they all agreed, 
that the movement w as so exactly analagous 
(o that of a fwiits, that no distinction could 
be clearly made out ; adding, that if no in- 
ternal examination had been made, they 
should, judging from ibis only, have satis- 
fied themselves that the woman was with 
child. Should it be your duty, then, to ex- 
amino a woman, who not only has her ros" 
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SOBS for supposiug that alie is pregnant, 
but who finds her iuterest in this supposi- 
tion, be on your guard against this simula- 
tion. These cases, however, are not fre- 
quent, and, in general, it is sufficient to re- 
collect, that when the motions of the child 
are somewhat obscure, but little reliance 
is to be jdaced on them as n sign of preg- 
nancy , even w'.iere women are perfectly ho- 
nest ; but where the cliild is very turbulent, 
and its motions are of consequence both 
frequent and violent, the sigu becomes so 
strongly marked, and so decisive, that with- 
out looking any further, you may Tenture 
to infer that gestation is undoubtedly be- 
gun. 

When women are pregnant, there is al- 
ways, in the middle and latter monllis, an 
enlargement of the abdomen, greater where 
the hollow in tlie back is deep, less conspi- 
cuons when it is shallower — observed, how- 
ever, in all when pregnant, more especially 
in the end of gestation. You are all aware, 
no doubt, that from a great variety of other 
causes than pregnancy, abdominal enlarge- 
ment may be produced, so as to render this 
enlargement, to the inexperienced, a very 
uncertain sign ; from air, from fat, from 
water, from a diseased growth of the vis- 
cera, an intumescence may arise, and the 
appearance of pregnancy may be deceptive- 
ly produced, from the enlargement of the 
abdomen, however, the more expert ac- 
coucheur may often form a very just opinion 
as to whether the woman be pregnant or 
not, provided be proceed with due cautioa. 

The form of ilie tumour, as observed by 
the eye. is of no small importance, and 1 
would advise you to oc(iuire, from observa- 
tion, a correct idea of it; nor most we 
forget its situation, lying in front of the 
abdominal cavity, and occupying the lower 
and middle parts. Swellings from air, being 
very elastic, always yield under the conti- 
nued pressure of the iiand, and may be 
urged from one part of the abdomen to the 
other, and allow the fingers to sink deep 
upon the spine; but the intumescence of 
pregnancy is firm and unyielding. The 
intestines, too, frequently gurgle when the 
enlargement is from gas, and, itioagh some- 
times lasting for weeks together, tympanitis 
is frequently fugacious, appearing and va- 
nishing in the ciunpuss of a few iiours. 
Swtdlings from water undulate more or less 
distinctly when struck with the hand ; but, 
unless there be a distended bladder, or a 
dropsical W'omb, in pp>gnancy, no fluctua- 
tion cun be felt. An enlargement irora fut 
is not topical, but difi’uws itself over the 
whole body ; in the limhf-;, face, and haunches, 
it may more esjicciaily he detected. The 
diseased and solid growth of the viscera is 
a work of much time, but the enlargement 
of pregnancy is rapid ; so that we may often 


distinguish between the swellings which 
arise from these two causes, hy ascerlaining 
the time ihut they have been observed to 
subsist. In a word, mere abdominal intu- 
mescence is but an equivocal indication of 
pregnancy; but, by ascertaining its age, its 
firmness, its want of fiiict nation, its seat 
in the ubdorainul cavity, and the form which 
it assumes, we may, in general, distinguish 
such swelling from those vari(jus morbid 
enlargements which arise from nit, water, 
fut, or the diseased growtli of the viscera, or 
from the operation of these causes combined. 

After women have suckled, you cannot, 
in general, judge a subsequent pregnancy by 
the breast, but where, they are pregnant for 
the first time, and, in general, it is then that 
they are most Mi irfoui for information— from 
the increase of the site of the breast, fron 
a certain fulness and tenderness, and an 
a{>proach to inflammatioD, and, now and 
then, from a secretion, of a fluid, serous, 
milky, or mixed character, you may form 
a notion whether gestaiion be or nor begun. 
There are some women in whom, before 
pregnancy, the breasts are remarkably 
small, and whose breasts become twice or 
three times as large, or even larger, after 
gestation begins. Now, when these sud- 
den enlargements, and otlicr changes, super- 
vene in first pregnancy, and this after the 
patient has been exposed to tlie cause of 
gestation, there can be little doubt that 
pregnancy is begun. You must not, how- 
ever, hastily conclude that a woman is preg- 
nant, merely because she has an enlargement 
of the breasts ; slm may be gelting very cor- 
pulent after her marriage, and the breasts 
may be enlarging in common with the other 
parts oftiie body. Enlargement of this kind, 
however, is known easily enough, hy the con- 
comitant increase of the kips, face, and limbs. 
Again, you must not hastily infer that a 
woman is prepant, merely becaufie she has 
a good deal ot uneasiness about the breasts ; 
for, if she suspect pregnancy, and is often 
liandling the mammoi, she may, in this man- 
ner, cause them to become irritable and len- 
der, as, in young females, they frequently 
are prone to be ; nay, aecretion itself may 
thus be produced, .^gain, you should not 
infer there is pregnancy, merely because 
thfre is a secretion of milk. 1 remember a 
woman, in this hospital, who had milli: in 
her breasta, and who had not imd a child 
for three years, nor had she been suckling 
for a length of lime before ; yet in this 
woman, whom I examined, at the re<)uesl of 
llie officers of the hosjdiid, the milk formed 
so copiously, that when the breast was 
pressed, the milk oozerl freely ibrth ; otid 
yet I satisfied my.'-elf, most unequivocally, 
liiut she was not with child. In the Ethio- 
pian variety of mankind, the genitals are 
very active ; and my friend, Dr, Chapman, 
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gave me tie case ofanegress of Demerarojyou are attending cases in town, for in- 
Mrho, after her pregnancy, formed milk for stance, I would recommend you to take 
twenty years together. every proper opportunity of examining the 

Again, about the age of five-and-forty, areola; this you may do, on many occasions, 
sterility supervenes, the catamenia ceasing without much exposure of the bosom, and, 
to dow, and frequently, at this period, ful- moreover, you will have occasion often to 
iiebs, pain, and some enlargement of the notice the areola, when the child is applied 
hieu.sts, take place ; and therefore it is oh- to the breast. I'he changes of the areola I 
viously ueoessary that the accoucheur should have studied with a good deal of utiention, 
guard against delusion in these cases, and * both for your advantage and ray own, and I 
the rather, because it has repeatedly ’occur- i find that they mgy be distinguished into 
red. A woman, perhaps, marries at two-aiid- j three varieties, numerically discriminated 
forty, and is anxious to have children ; and | according to their degree. Now, when the 
the catamenia cease, and the abdomen be- j alteration of the areola rises to the highest 
comes tympanitic, and the bosom is swelled point ; wlien this part becomes broad and 
and uneasy, and she supposes lierself to be dark, and embrowneif in fullest measure, 
pregnant; and she engages her nurse, and | more especially when pale, beforO^, perhaps, 
|iShe cozens her accoucheur, atid she receives | it changes to a deep brown, so dark, that it 
the gratulationa of her friends ; and she con- j reminds one of the skin of the negro, the 
suits about caps and long petticoats ; and she ; indication of the areola ought to have great 
hopes it will be a boy ; and she gets laughed I weight, at least, in a first pregnancy. By 
at for her pains ; — though I must add here, | this indication alone, pregnancy bus been not 
that t think the ridicule, is a little unfeeling. I infrequently detected. More than once 1 
To bring my observations to a point here, i have thus discovered it myself ; but, on the 
if a woman have had no child before, if she ' other hand, when the areola is changed in 
have been exposed to impregnation — if she ! the first or second degree only, its indiea- 
have also the other signs of gestation— if | lions are of little value. And when a wo- 
tlie breasts double their size — if the en-lmau lias had a large family before, even 
largement be knobular, and not from fat— if though the areola be changed in fullest man- 
there he secretion, tenderness, pains, then ner, no certain reliance cau be placed upon 
the enlargement of the breasts is to be the sign; for experience shows that the 
looked upon as a wry valuable indication of smaller (Ganges are indecisive, and when 
pregnancy ; but where the enlargement is there hat been pregnancy before, rl is dif- 
obscure, wlieu the patient is very corpulent ; ficuU to decide whetlier changes in the 
when the woman has suckled a large la- highest degree are to be attributed!^ the 
niily, and the breasts have Ireen brought operation of a fresh pregnancy, or the re- 
under a great deal of action; when, again, roaiuing effect of those which have preceded, 
the patient is about 4 j, the catamenia To be short, the areola may, now and then, 
being likely, to cease, and the breasts likely deceive, when you think that there is most 
to syrapailuse with the cessation, the indi- cause to rely on it ; but (allowance made for 
cations of tlie breast cannot be safely railed anomalies) if tlie change be in full degree — 
on. Some ladies remain at five -and -thirty if there have been no pregnancy before— if 
for half a score of years or so. 'I’ime and the e^^e of the observer be experienced— if 
tide wait for no man ; but, with women, the oilier sipis of gestation attend— the in- 
c’e#f live autre ajfaire, dicatious of the areola are deserving of a 

If you examine the nipple in either sex, very confident reliance ; not to add, that in 
you will frequently find round it a disco- many cases pregnancy may be detected by 
iouratiou of the skin, and this circular the areolar changes alone, and they have 
discolouration of the skin, sometimes dis- the advantage of manifesting themselves 
tinguished by a rosy tint, and sometimes very early in gestation, 
by its being of the same colour with ihe A girl, some years ago, I was requested to 
coutiguoiis skin, but lighter, constitutes inloirogaie, and, upon examining the areola, 
what is called the areoiti, a part which, in 1 declnved her to he ]>regnant ; lliis she at 
consequence ot pregnancy, is liable to be- averred was impossible, but soon satis- 
come clianged, even from the first ; fi^ when fied that 1 knew a httle more about it ihan 
a woman bectimes jnegnont, the areola may she was at first aware, she altered iier 
become broader and ilurktir than it was be- tone, ami three or four months afterwards, 
fore, and ina^y, too, undergo, a com{dete delivery occurred. In St, Thomases llospi- 
cliange of colour, the rosy or cutaneous tint lal, 1 was also roipiesied to interrogate a 
becoming converted into a coppery red, or woman ; slie resolutely denied her preg- 
a dark inahogimy brown. The change of nancy, hut the imliculions of the areola put 
the areola I should recommend you to study the matter beyond doubt; and wdu'U I 
with attention ; and the best mode of stii- made an internal investigation, 1 could dia- 
dying this, is not by reading or hearing, linctly feel the head of the child through 
but by iuspecting for yourselves. When tlio uterus. The woman waa delivered 
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within one or two months afterwards. I ment and tenderness of the mammjp ; 8o 
was once requested to interrojjate a young that in eases of this kind, where there is Mi 
lady of much talent and accoinpUshment, enlargement of the abdomen, irritation of 
and great force of feeling. On examining the breast, and suppression of tlie cuta* 
the areola, 1 was at once convinced of her menia, the patient may deceive both her- 
gestatioa, but as she denied the imssibiUty, seif and you. In dubious cases, manual 
and would really have attested the throne exanaination alone may decide ; but wlien 
of heaven and him that sits tipon it, had I this it improper, it is better to state frankly 
not entreated her to be silent ; an internal that th* cate is obscure— that a decisive 
examination was made, when I found the os opinion cannot he given— and tliut it is pro- 
uteri was opening, and tVe head of the chiki I per that ^ patient should not, in her 
was distinctly oliservable ; parturition after- liopes and confidence, too rashly commit 
wards taking place in the conrse of tliree or herself with her fineads, lest she become, 
four days. 1 really once saw a woman ac- the subject of one of those ludicrous, yet 
tually in labour, who persisted, neverlhc- 1 painful disappoinlmeats, nil which 1 bclbro 
less, that she could not be pregnant ; and it j took occasion tOiTemaik. 
may not 'be amiss to remark here, once| Further. When a woman is pregnant, 
for all, that in points of this kind, the asse- j the cessation of the oalliiienis does not inva- 
veralions of the ladies ought to have no ; riably otrcur, for Billon#l^ni though general 
weight whatever; nor, indeed, when a de-iin pregnancy, is loi constant. A woman, 
nial U given, ought these asseverations to j supjmsiDg herself ^ be {wegnant, asks 
be called for, especially in the presence of* whether gesialion is possible, :fiM‘it is added, 
a third person. Women seem to have a i the system is still regular. To such a query 
sort of ioslinctive feeling, that ioterroga* ! the answer is, that it is not only posaible, 
tions of this kind no mao lias a light to pro* , but probable ; for, Dotwithsianding wliat 
jiose to them, and of coosequenc-e, that iu| Denman has said to the contrary^ i have 
answering such impertinence tWy may say, \ myself kuown women in w'ho*, during tht 
and with solemnity too, what they please. ' first three or four months, the catamenia 
Are the ladies the only persons who tell > have continued to fiow, though not is so 
grave fslschoods 1 ^ quantity, nor so long, ss if they 

The seat of the areola is ftie rete muco- > were not pregnant ^ and, in rare cases, l am 
sum, so that in removing tbertte you re- j told, but I have not Been any »nch case my. 
move the areola too. lu one of these two self, the catamenia may continue to How up 
breasts, the areola is conspicuous ; but it is to the very last month. A gentleman, for- 
wantivg iu the other, for the rete mueotum merlr associated with Ibis class, related to 
has been abstracted. me the case of a lady of considcraiile in* 

Pregnancy occuniag, the catameiiia, or telligeoce, who had liad several childreo, 
that periodical flow from the uterus whicli M and, in three or four of her pregitanci«», the 
ohterved every three or four weeks, is arrest- catameiiia contiiiued tiUtlie lat)t mouth ; m 
ed *, and 1 believe it is commonly from Udi return— in kind— in erwry ])omt, excepting 
aign that women judge for theinseives whe- the continuance and quantity, Ute flow was 
ther they are in o state of gestation or of the catsmenial character. 1 need acarcely 
not. The catamenia a;>{>earing month after add that women, when pregnant, ore liable 
month, on a certain day of tlie week, for to red appearances, wlticb are not of the 
commonly they appear every four weeks, nature of the catamenia. So that, to hiiiif 
the p8ti«nt is exposed, at length, tothrlour obaervatious to a fiomt here, amenot- 
causes ef gestation, when the c&U'inetiia | rhrea is, in general, a very valuable indies* 
cease to flow, and they infer that pregnancy | tion of pregnatsy j but without nregnaticy, 
ta begem, nor is it often that they tind them, j amenorrhaia may occur ; and although ges- 
selves deceivt‘d. HecoUect, howevbt, thatj tation it certain, the ettameuia may stiH 
in judging of pregnancy from the retention j continue to flow during the first montlis 
or suppreBMon of the cnittmeova, you roust) more frequently, and, in some rare casesi 
best in mind tVie foWowing cousideiatiomi. | perhapa, aming tJie latter months too. 
lu dubious cases, you must distinguisbl And thus much, then, respecting the first 
between the suppression of disease, andiclaasof indications, those, 1 mean, of more 
tbe suppression which is to be ascribed frequent and general occurrence in preg. 
to gestation ; the absence or the presence of nsney, and to be ascertained, in good mea- 
the other signs will, in general, enable you sure, by mere verbal inquiry ; the central 
to make your diagnosis here. It is to be re- irritation— the swelling of the legs — the 
membered, too, tiiat about the forty-fifth morning irritability of tlie stomach— the 
year the catamenia cease, independently of movements of tlm foetus— the abdominal in- 
disease ; earlier, however, in some women, tumescence— the mammary enlargement and 
and later in others, Now, at this time, as secretions— tlie changes of the areola— and 
before intimated, there may be abdominal the cessation of the catamenia* 
tympanitis, together vith some enlarge- 
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bemift, • broken leg, xib, Tioient eontu. 
MOD, or luxation of any kliid, be will bare 
the «atiafactioii to reflect, that be yirocured 
it for bimaelf, by practisiag what would be 
of DO real use to him, and m whicii he bad 
no occasion to employ himself at all. 

But this encouragement has not been 
sufficient for the professors of gymnastics ; 
Utey have attempted to establish schools for 
the instruction of young^ ladies, females of 
tlie superior classAof societViin the practice 
of these exercises ; if tliey succeed in this, 
they will reduce tbeir scholars, in point of 
personal accomplishments, to a level wdth 
tune, to tiiis country, tjbdit tl>ere frequently j the tumblers at Sadler’s Wells, and other 
arise among us persons who produce •onie'- j places of public amusement ; this,! believe, 
thing that they say is new, and which I no parent would willingly do j but. in their 
they liken ise say is important, because they j anxious wish to give their children what 
hope to make mqpey by it. To realise this J they intend to be accomplishments, tlay 
important subject, they adopt some high- j become the dupes of speculators, who, in 
•ottnding Dimes, which, in aocient times, 'ail probability, not knowing what mischief 
have, iii^the Latin or Greek languages, beeuUhey actually must produce, promise to do 
applied to some WBportBiitiiutters that were i what they, rn reality, cannot perform.— 
known and practised in those countries ; ■ Many young ladies, I know, have been aa^ 
the terms which hare been thus adopted ; riously injured by acddeata lhat have hapr 
they apply to their own cunirivances, uudj pened in these scliooia; none of them have 
say that these coutrtvaoccs are tire same as acquired the accomplishmetitt which they 
those of tire ancient Greeks or Romans, , sought to obtain, and tome will, at a future 
which they pretend have been revived by j period of their Uvea, be subjected to evils 
themselves. i magnitude, in consequence of their 

One of the most remarkable of these re- i engaging in these practices, which those 
virals, or r«*discoverie8, which has lately < who recommended them did not foresee, 
ht ea pressed into notice, » what has been j I ahall endeavour to point out these ettls, 
called cvinnasiic exercises. If they are to and tlio causes that will produce them* La 
be iK beved wlio have endeavour^ to get doiag this 1 shall confine myself to w rntplS- 
them universally adopted, they are not only nation of the fucu which these professors of 
a revival of the gvxii nasties of the ancient pmnaaUcssay, in a uiumphant manner, they 
Greeks and Romsns, hut have, in them- intend to produce. As they take merit to 
selves, the power of giving to the human themselves for tliese practices, which tliey 
figure every perfectieu of which N ature is believe to be meritorioui, it will, of course, 
•uiceptihle, and to the mind many periec- he understood tliat Uiey actually do wlmt 
tiona which taunoi Iw so easily ohtiined in j they describe i and, in whatl ahall say upon 
any other wav, besadca many other good j this part of the subject, I shall confine my- 
fl\j*diiiet,tiialit will require mote time than j self to a true explanation of what I find writ- 
oueht to be so employed to enumerate. AU j lien in one of their own tracts, 
this is absurd , and would be ridiculous, if it j in one place, the writar , from whose tract 
did not tend to produce, and had not really j I quote, has written “ In auch cases, the 
Wen productive, ot' much aenous miachiet s gymnast, from the acute perception of his 
The avowed object of thoa«> who have set these I eye. the flexibility of his join to, and supe- 
practices in motion »s, to induce persons of j nor strength of his muscles, it is easy to 
everv rank in society, and of each sex, tojperedee. would have greatly the advan- 
form' clubs, or socictiss* in which tlie prac- tage.” 

tice of tlM'Ke exercises slisll be the general vlgain By the exercise we recom- 
pursuit. Some such clubs have, been formed /mend, the join ta are rendered txeeedittgljf 
among the lower orders of men ; some gen- JUxlble, and tJie whoJe bodjr active and agile, 
tiomen, I have been told, amuse tberoseives The wont of af^ility is « common defect 
in similar pursuits, in places that are hotter among almost all classes of people in JCng- 
Buited to their rank in society than tJiose load”! ! 

gymnasia can be. To all this no objection The impudence, os well as falsehood, of 
can fairly be made, because, although the this declaration, cannot easily be exceeded, 
practices that are followed in such places and will he answered, most effectually, by 
nre really productive of much injury, every refeiing to the opinion of Belidor, an emi- 
one has an undoubted right to amuse Mm- nent Trench engineer, in live service of 
self in any way that he thinks proper ; if, I Louii XIV. Belidor was employed in 

in practic© of these exeicMee, he gets a 1 moat, if nut all, the great militaiy worka 
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On what are now called Gifranoftie Eierei$e$. 
a ueottUaritv. and indeed a misfor- 
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of )it» snd has )uilirt»h«(l an 

account of thm; in lliat account, lie re* 
{^•Urly atatfs, timi the work of four f.UjiliAh 
iabouri-rs is eifuuS, in ctfcct, to tbi wotk of 
Au 1* rcnclmuui of the aaiiie cliiit 
Again : ihU gym®n»lic writer iwyt.-*- 
*‘ Tbe preliminary e*erii#e, which may he 
termed the initiaioiy exerciae, ia for the 
purpose of vkrengtheMm^ and reodtfring fiifxihk 
i!) the ditfercai joint* of the hody. ‘I'hia i* 
what porsoM, unaccuatoined to lynmaaitioi, 
ataikd motl in need of. W e fwcjttenijy meoi 
with peraoiui of great nioacnlar jMitength, 
but who, from tkdr habita of life, areio 
sluggiih ftnd uawie%« that they knew not 
bow to exert U. I'o many, the poiittooi of 
the yoilrti T4K}ttired f^>r leaping, dartinir, 
climhing. are entirely new, or at Imi, 
by long diati*e. hire betome eairemely dif- 
ficult. To efiect the <!e*irahle object, there • 
fore, of remomg sudi defect, »a object re* 
garded at a preliiainary >o neceiiiaary in 
gysiDMUc eierciaeu, the pupila are rouged 
^ a line, at loeh diataucet that lyy can 
liniy coo^ Oich other's finger with hia 
oxteudcd arm. Tbif tiicn practice, al'ter 
the exaffifdo iaf lh«tf Ifider, er« ry diidereut 
fiexure t'uat tlie jowls me copabie of, rtm. 
bendtftf down on the toes nil the knees 
nesxiy toadi the ponod, and naing there* 
from ilowly. wiihoot any astistaiiioe fnma 
the hands. hDldm;; ibe arm at full length, 
mdropuily whirltsg it in a circle, darting 
tbo fiat* forwards, and suddenly wuhdmwtsg 
tbein to the shoulder; aovi rsnoui other 
motions which the teacher may deem ac- 
cessary to effectuate ilif desired object, 

*' l^eaping rank* among the most ex- 
cellent of the gymnasfie exrrciat;* , it 
atreogtheus and give* ebsticiiy ti> the feet, 
legs, knees, thighs, and indeed the wbide 
frame ; it hi act s erm* rouat ie, inrigoraiea 
the courage, iocfcdihly iroproee* the facfilty 
of mtasuring distaacea by the eye,‘' die. di«* 
The passages that are mrM ipioted prove, 
eery edfu luailv, that those who wrote thrai 
lelied rm* mucli upon the crtduUiy and 
wan: of knowledge in their readers, when 
they supfKised that they could lieUere all 
that wss told them about the wonderful 
effects that would be produced by then 
0mijasUc ext rcises. 

7'he truth, a# it relatc-s to there exercises, 
which are now called gytnnatiiii', i». tliai 
they do not. in principle, or in any esfca* 
tial jKiiat of practice, differ fr. m those p»o- 
ticea by which the tumhl**!*, those who 
dance, as it has hccT* islh d, ujkio the slack 
rope, aa weli an wh^>, in lest enlighten* 
ed titnes, were called po^^ivre-rosstefs, were 
taugl.t Uie arts w hic h thev practised, I’liew* 
arts contiaied in diftortln,; such pacts of 
their own jieraoos* a# they chose to subject 
to these pracuce*. into such positious at it 
was quit* iiiipoiithlii to give tothe bodies 


;of tho^u who were not spi iiiisy c d'scbte * 

for ^uch cfccupalioof . llis'iucthiU tln se 

persotis obtained apiplaiisf i iit! mum v by 
their puTsuiu ; it i» true tiui, li » ti>'- 
time they wire under pulde ob»rrv»t»nn, 
they showed both atteUi,ih ami artivity 
which could not be displayed bylhoo* w l ti 
hid not had the wii»^ edm»ti ft ; but it ii 
likewise turn, that by eenitantly iHieatiiig 
these pnglices, iho paitir* win itiitttljje m 
them aw dirbiliiatoi* and iffevo* 

cahly aiiih iiilo dacteplt old tfe. 

I hi* tttiN^iioa of ibt ipxistilMSf of 
rojuf-tiaargr*, and fpintalJi, 

been hut httle, tf kmm to tkt polh 

lie. hecaose tho public fmtthtx know not 
care iwy thing sbmit what i* otfified to i 
nntire ws * matter of iauismonl, it k * 
-remated. iloiu irbaofiiktioO j the jwtsuo*. wkwi 
have been cibjecti of dltentioa fo their 
powers in ihete orcnplltmis, past into 
acuntv, but it is well kr.ow& ‘#al« so ><W« 
US they contiriue to Irie. they 0***1 w» a ilato 
5 ^ of j^resi debility. I'hi* is the iie<!?r*ifiiiiy 
i consequence oi the praetkea by whiob' tlity 
I acquired the iKiwrr of jj^rfuiioittg those teali 
1 w hich made thm so rcmiirkftble, and it|»otit 
I (his subjri t 1 shall luetiftioti imcli fans «* 
j have passed within my own knowledge, 
j i have seen a tumUlic;^ boy pli*c»? hii 
1 hands upon the gruuswi, suddcnl) tiuow his 
? heels into the aif. »ttd place tliOin fc;,.yiu«l a 
I wall Uisii wsi beUad him, so that hr imchi 
^ be said to tund upn his hsudi. with his 
ifiewi dawuwards. and hi* fm raiacd nj» iii 
the fiir ; while in Uits S«tu«UJK, h** brouglit 
hi* iVei lower ami loarr u'^kwj Uic waU. aud, 
at the saaii* time, carried hi* iirarer 
to the earth , uU his Sfaue rejt»‘ml>;ed aa 
{ arch, ami, with his mouth, he look a piec^ 
[of money front the ground, whicii was 
placed there fur that pur fjose. 
i I SBW' *ayll;*'r boy stimil erect, and thfll 
I imduMllr heiul his bead l»a<k wards till be 
I pasted It betwo^irn ht* leg*, and looked (he 
jspwctatar full i» iha face, whik he tea* ih 
that situatjoii , b« then gruthiiidy reiurned 
himself mtfi his erect } imtion. 

IVi enable Ibewsehes t > perform ihete 
feat*, thoso boys must h&vv repentr dty, and 
for a great limglii of time, atrsiiicd theni- 
a;>ive« in thi manner that i saw one of them 
do, by wbhdi they increased iho cotiitacl- 
ihie actiohof all the muHcles of the hark to 
such aft extent, that they proiluciMi much 
exV’iiaiftQ of ail lh« very strong hgatneista 
which -Cftaftce.t the diffeienl hum s of th« 
spill# to^etlo r. I hese hgnmeiit* ure s« 
strftfig. that w'idbi the bixly is in its fiaturul 
state, they hear all the iiiutt violent setiona 
tu which men subject thriiisidvea without 
any Ufcorivenience. All these alier»tu*ns 
must be produced before the spirie could b# 
drawn into t)ie circulur form, which in ona 
CMC J saw, and in the other i aaw in pro* 
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lieve il e boy wouUl, in the end, arrive at, 
if' hi" ( •iitinued to uRe the meene which 1 
Rftw employ; hut whether he did «o 
I have no ixwnm of knowing; 

HeniiUa produciitg theiie aUemtimie, tijey 
muit Jmvtf produced «Q| mt|«h exteneiofl m 
the very etrong %eiiieiitA* which ctraneei 
the botiieg of the miebm togother; tbet 
while (he epl»id ptoreiR^ weee* by thii 
mofit uunatttfii pnctiee* to deccribe 

« circle^ the bo^lfg of t||jp i^ebrio we^^ 
wedtt to deiMiKw » eircfe tbet we# lirger 
then the othoJ^, fef ae the tbkkneei 

of the whole verteht», lMii*i «Bd eti* Tfe» 
neoteierilv intpliee nu e:xt^t^iori of tU the 
ligententa of th| opitie, to an extent tbet^ 
«• we Iftfck fio ^portvnify ^ lUHdngi one i» 
really onwitUag -lO.^ceicnh Moreover, 
^r« »uiit eaten* 

aton of all the abdoiiitiialni>.^«cl««, in proper* 
tion a» t|M|eont»i;hl#'i< of ttte moaclta 
of the hack waalacraittt'il i and, as the per- 
formera were able to | •? ce Uiemseltea in, 
and remore Uicwielvi y /rom, the estmoT* 
dmnry and uanaiurui ;tlitudc» io wbielt 
thi^y hid clioieato pla ** thtuaielvea, bv the 
Mtiou of their own niuicleR, without any 
extraueotte aifti&tancc, and entinsly hy their 
own pereonal exertion*, it b eeflaiii that 
they h«d uri.{vired great airewgili, dexibility, 
and activity, 'Iheae are the <}ueliiieii which 
the people who teach thcfM? i^^ymnastic ex«r* 
film* pique ihemaelvi** upon cowmonicaiing 
to ihrff pupib ; and il i» idiK) to W ohaerved, 
that they teach them by the very eame 
nieaiiM, vix., by l»cndinR theinit lroii,** alowly 
and forribly down, till th* it kneea nearly 
touch the ground, and nuiog I here from 
alowty without any aftftiataoce frotn the 
hand«, tmd hv theae iiu-ani» f:*ving eTerv- 
lUfirmst flexion of which the joinu arej 
capable.” j 

As the exerriiea nf thege gATaiiast*, | 
and the meaoi by which tht y are tsughi lu j 
praetive their feat* of artivitv. ate nowj 
idemihed with the exerciscii and m<>m» in 
which the tumhleni, utid other pernon* of 
a »iniilar detcriptiDn, it»e to ingtntct then 
pttpib, it remains to thow what efl'eci* nr«* 
uliiunttc-iy product-d, an'» mutt be produced, 
upon tlu»«ie who prnctiae theci, 'J o du this 
effectunliy, it wdl he necsesRary to inq«ir»» 
into iIh' struriure and u?eg of ditVerent }»art» 
of the body. 'Ihose who are nrquainted 
with the subject know timt the hour* tire 
the go] id Intiig upon whtt h tite wditiW de 
peiitig. "i'he ligameiite connect the hmie* 
with rttf II other, anti arc »o prupertionrd to 
the Iwnea which they unite, ihni they allow 
to ca< il joint so much luotjoii ns U neces* 
aary to what may, projierly, he called its 
mtuml ASH NO Mour. j'l:e liga* 

uteiits ttve, in their own nature, said to he 
iuehtaUc, but have, in reality, a Imiited 


!H9 

deg^a of elttiticity, whiah adapta thaia to 
their natural funettons ; so that, whtia they 
are In tiicir nalurai, healthy gtate, and duly 
proportioned to the bones whic h they con- 
uecl, they preserve tliose joints in what m.'iy 
be called their nHtural coaditiou, and they are 
capable of performing ali the functions for 
which Nature intended them. J hese ligi- 
Metiig, when they are forcibly stnivord be- 
yond the point which N ature hoi Itintt- 
ted their anttdh* pats inlo a atate of high 
iiiiammattGii,fi^ then alWaya become pain- 
fol, of^rn daiigefoiia, «• they knowj. by ex- 
perience, who meet with yiolent apraio^^ 
and other accideota ofn aitnil&r nature. 

When the#« Hgaiuentg are acted upon by 
very gentle means, they extciM very slowly , 
•ad without ftwn ; but, having litUe eksti- 
city. they do not again retract, but retuain 
m lhe state to wiiich they have been uuua* 
tnraUy extended. 'Jiits ttecitliar ptoperty of 
I the capsular rtgimeuu hit Wen discovered 
I bv the i>cophi who praeliss or teach tam- 
Ibliug, and aiiuikr exereiaes, aa well aa by 
those who teach tliees gymnwitie exert: iaas, 
though ooue of them know the eaose or the 
eonaequence of what they do t and pique 
ihemaetves upon the great j^erribiftty which 
tliey give tci the joints of their scholars, 
wtikch, before they became acholars, were 
Slid' and rigid, 'i'he muscles are the powr- 
ers by w^hich all the actions of the body are 
performed: their |>ow'ers may be ineressed; 
by exercise, and injured by it w heu oirried 
to excess. In the muscle*, ns well as in 
other pans, there ate certain pr<q>ori}<>its 
between the sise ami )*tren^l!i of inus- 
kdes, and the uses (o w hich they shotdti nn« 
iluiaily he applied. This strength may, by 
1 proper exercise, he incrcaNcd to a certain 
■extent, but, if carried heyonil that, becomes 
I debility, and injnres the pmty that uses it. 
j When » man. n hoise luemher^, and oil their 
parts, are in n litalthy. nattirul s?ate, takes 
so much exercise r.s proiiuccs futii;ue, he 
layji down to rest, and recovers liiiufielf. 
because the cessation of action allows all 
the parts to recover their mfuruf (me. 

This may be called the natural stats of 
man; il continues »u ionx as he renuvins in 
Vv'utli ai »1 it) Iteahh, dimitushes grudttaUy na 
ui;e aiui decuy apjirniich, when ho linjilly 
sink* into liia yjftce. 1 hi» is the state of 
man when his life has been active, his 
hotly liealthy, and his fxertimis natural ; 
but the case is very diflVrent with nil tum- 
blers, p<»sTure -masters, or ptojile who }»rae- 
lise wiuu are callni gymuasiic exertisc*: 
by their prepauilcry exercises, as they call 
them, they acquire n ceilniu |K>rtion oi mii?'- 
cttUir sMvn^tli ; they oversireicli the capsu- 
lar ligaments ; mui thug pioduee :/utt f^rmt <if- 
j^e 0 n/ JkxihUku in JtntUs, which tl»e 
wntpf, from whom I have quoted, piques 
himself uputt producing ; ulUiough it is evi* 
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deafly wifliaut kaowbtf tliit gwtt fleaibi* that Dalphfai died a few day ■ before, At bM 
lity becomes miSobierous debility, wiiicb lodgiugHia Lancaster Court, ia the Straad,m 
will entail lasting misery upon bis scbolars, Ibe y#«r sf* hn / 

at a future period of their lives. That be should have lived m long, is to be 

Those who are competent to understand taken as a proof that bis stamina was good, 
the subject, will perceive that, so long as and that bis oecupation, tiiough it dimiaish- 
the muscles retain their full strength, they ed his faesith and sifisitgtb, had no direct 
are able to support the scholar under flie tendency to shwieo hit life; the lastforiy 
exercises he is engaged in, but, when the or fifty years of which hs must have lived 
muscles become w*eak, ^le joints ore de* in s stste that nsndesed life itself a weari* 
prived of the extraneous support they had some burden tfldio, 
derived from the muscles; they have lost The next person I shall mention is Gri- 
the support they naturolly and originally maldi, who must he remembered by most of 
had from their own natural structure and those who hear me t he acted the clown, and 
strength, and ore no longer able to sup- other pantonuiuical eharaetera, at iirury 
port themselves under their natural exer- Lute, and other theatres, lie had a Irame 
cise; their debility iacrea&es, and goes on that was like the body of Hercules, andj 
increasing, till positive lameness ensues, strength that was equal to it, heeides more 
and permanent ill health pressea the pa> activity than any otbsi pefformer of the same 
tieuts, in their latter days, into a very mi* description that exteted 111 hit time, hour 
serable existence. Of this, many examples years ago he quitted the stagp, in ecus#- 
have happened within my own knowledge, quence of being rendered iiicapldde of fol- 
particularly Amo.ig those who were con* lowing his occupauoa, by the Uttal fsHiire of 
nected with 1 certain ela8.s of theatrical per- his personal powers; and on June in 
fismances. Tlie cUanges that take place in the present year, he had a iMmefii at Drury 
tliese amiijNinionts, reittovo some prfnrm' Lane Theatre, in which lie performed ibt 
ancea out of iight. At Some times, which, at ; iht last lime. I be euterUunmtWiooiiststddl 
others, Are very much followed. This is the j of a selection of popular scenes from bhe 
esse vrlfib tumbling, rope-dtocing, and sns> Imost spproved conuc paotoiuiio«s,iti only mte 
Ic^iis parsuirs, l^veral yesri tgo these of which scenes he per formed,— ll*e scene a 
were favourite amusements, though now bailiei’s shof>, — from the paolomime ctdled 
but seldom seen. The Magic l ire, in whicdi he played tli« 

The moft remarkaWe person of that class, clown. To the ]*err<jTrosoce of that pm t he 
in his day, was Delphjui ; he was u native , was led on by Harley, and w’ts received 
of Venice, and Visd been a goudoHer there, v with shouts of applause. Ho was uiui^ 
llioae peopie, during the Carnival, and on infiVcttid ; hut, though evidentlv Iftoouriiig 
other oceasious. einpiov themselves in prno-'j under gn-at bodily intinnity, he bore up 
lining feats of strength and activity, to- stiffly against it, and w’enl through the scene 
amuse iheaiseWes and their countrymen. . vviUi s*) much liuraour, that tJje audience 
Delphhu became so eminent in these pur- j laughed us heartily us of old, and were so 
suits, that he relinquished his gondola, and ; delighted with his song, that thbre was a 
betook’ himself to the stage: he came to’ very general cull for its repetition. He was 
Enghind about sixty years ago, and was ! too much exhausted to obey this call imme- 
employed for several years, both at the Opera ; diately, iind was, eventuallys allowed to re- 
House and at Drury Lane, us a buffo per- i tire without repeating it. The other per- 
former, and was, in every respect, the most fomiaiiees then went on, and, at their dose, 
eminent performer of that kind in his day. • he came forward, and addressed the audi- 
He was the strongest man tliat 1 hove known, ■ dience in the following speech 
and, in his business, exhibited many feats' “ Lodies aud Cientiemen, — I appear be- 
whicli no other actor could then perform, fore you for the last time, i need not assure 
After he Lad been long upon fhe stage, a you of the sad regret with w’hich I .say it ; 
nobleman, to whom lie rentiere<l himself but sickness and infirmity’' have come upon 
serviceable, gave him sonielliing which en- me, and 1 can no longer wear the motley, 
abied him to Jive without continuing his I our y ears agt/ 1 jumped my last jump, filched 
occupation, and he relumed into private ray last custard, and ate my last sausage. 1 
life. The last time 1 saw him was about 40 cannot describe tlie pleasure 1 felt on once 
years ago ; he was w'alking in the streets ; he more assuming my cup and bells to-nighf ; 
was so iiiucli debilitated, that lie could Umt dress in wliich 1 have so often been 
scarcely place one foot before the other, made happy in your apjihiuse, and ns 1 
and had every appearance of being in the stripped iliera off, 1 fancied that they seem- 
Jast stage of I'xistence. 1 believed he was ed to cleave to me. 1 am not so rich a man 
dead, and always tlioiight of Itim hs one who as i was, wlien 1 was basking in your favour 
liad been destroyed by his professional ex- i formerly ; for tlieu i iiad always a fowd in 
ertions, till 1 was surprised, by reading in i one pocket, aud sauce for it in die other, I 
the newspapers, during the present year, j thank you for tiie benevolence that hns 
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brought you here to attist your old and .*<91/4 be injurioiia to it 4be OOkirae of 
faithful eemot in bis premature decline, ttieir future Uvmu 1b 
K igiit-and^iorty years hare not yet passed wlioie only object is to obtain payment for 
over my head, and 1 am sinking fast. 1 wbsl they ooBitnunicste, it is a high moral 
now stand worse on my legs than I used to duty to do i^ds ; but in parents, who. in ad* 
do on my head ; but 1 suppose i am paying j diiiun to this moiire, have tbe more power* 
the penalty of the course i pursued all my | fuj stimulus <Nf aii'ection. which prompts 
life; my desire and anssety to merit your j them jto seek the lasting welfare of Uieir 
favour excited me to more mtertimi |«}didreB. it is a still more important duty, 
than r,y constitution would b#nr, «ad# like To all such I say most earnestly, that tbe 
var’lciiig ambition, 1 have amrleaped myself, pffictice of these exercises is. and always 
iiadies and Gentlemen. I mwB hasten to bid I must be, highly dangerous to children of 
you farewell ; but llie pi^ 1 feel in doing | every age ; if mey escs]^ from visible in* 
so is asauagfd, by seeing be^e me adis*jjury while they are receiving imtructious. 
proof of the old adage^ lbat faVourilos have ‘ or shortly afterwards, in Jie decline of life 
no friends. Imdies and Gentlemen, may ' they will pass into a pre'matate and debill- 
jou and ydnii ^ver ei^Of the blessings lif tated old age ; because, giving to the joints 
AenUiii is the fervent wish of Joe Grimaldi. ; that great deaibility which the writer of the 
Ib'afeweU, iHmnell.” * I passage 1 have quoted, boasts tliat it is the 

Ho was then led dff -idie stage by his | great abject to give, and professes that tliey 
■on and Harliiy, anddat loud cheers, j Imve been enunenily successful in commu* 
and nther mai^ of api^ause from the ; nicating, is the very worst thing that can 
audience. | be done. U destroys the fiafeiiral tirmneas of 

Ihe premili»e of the pro* | tlie capsular Ugameuu.wllih^ should, ttndet 

/eetitmai career of taro men who were enii* UiJ circumsuinees, be carefully preaerted.tn 
smnt m tlMnt depsnmdnt, may be justly con- | •eeilre the power of using the limbs to the 
aid«fa»d^^;M proof of the injunes;best advantage, in eveay aituation of life* 

which fhay Wift amitain who devote theau- i when that power is wasting, a very trigiog 
selves to the injorioua practices which i degree of extra exercise, acting upon the 
have been so ]mpro|ierIy recommended to|debihtv tliai already exists, wiil f-i^er it 
general uoUeees healthy exercises. 'ih« per-! permaueui; every additional quantity of 
eons who teach these exercises, und have a ; exercise wdl increaae the dehiluy, and, ig 
strong interest in keeping up the delusion . this niaivner, it will goon until p^tive de- 
that has been created in their lavoar, may fomiity is produced to a great extent, aa 
say, iliat the exam plea which 1 hare pro* well as iameness, wiiich wifi he constantly 
dgeed of JJelphini and Grimaldi, do not on the nicreose, till it becomes, at last, 
prove thatoib the persona who pra<*tiie these quite incurahie. 

exeroiaef, meet with tbe tame fate as those Many other practices, besides the gym. 
two unfortunate perf'onners. God forbid 1 uastio exercises, as they ere called, wifi 
that they should ! 1 he lesson that 1 mean produce the surne kiud ei Jameness : i will, 

to inculcata, and hope that I shall press] at present, only mention one ; that is, the 
home to the conviction of those who attend practice of putting cliiJdren to stand or to 
to me, ia, that these exerciaes are, iatlieii ait in stocks, which very coaiuionly pro* 
very nature, calculated to produce tliese duces these very serious distortions. Nq 
effects ; and actually wilt produce them in man knows better than 1 do, the extent and 
every case, in proportion to the frequency quantity of miachiet that has been produced 
w ith which they use them, and the extent to m this way, because much of my time haa 
w'hich the pratrlice is carried. Having said been employed in curing such defects; and 
so much upon this part of tlie subject, 1 will I have persuaded myself that 1 shall render 
add nothing more upou tkut, as persons why an acceptable service, by producing, on this 
choose to amuse themselves in those exer- occasion, on uutlientic specimen, to show 
cbes are masters of tiieir own persons, and the extent to which mischief has been pro* 
at liberty to use them as they pleaae ; but! duced, sometimes by accident, and very 
have another duty to perform, which 1 shall frequently by the gymuaatic exercises, or 
now proceed to execute according to the their consequences. 

best of my ability. A young lady, whose friends lived at a 

When persons undertake to educate chil* distance from London, was seut to a day- 
dren, evt n if they are not their own, it is school in the village where they resided, 
incuuihent upon them -to be careful that when she was old enough to begin her 
they do not, with the iiituiitiou of instruct- 1 education. The school was at a consider- 
ing them in what can, at best, be but an able distance from the residence of her 
amusement, or accomplishment, inliict upon parenis, and she wulkeij to and from it daily, 
them evils which may, and very frequently us often as it was iiecessary for her to do so. 

1 " After she liad done so for some time, she 

* See The Thtm newspaper,. was perceived to Jimp in walking ; Uiis pe- 
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culiarity continued to increase in on® of her 
feet; the inner nncla sunk nearer and nearer 
to tiie ground, till, at hsst, she stood entirely 
upon it, and the sole of her foot turned out* 
wards towards the rij;ht side, and the bones 
of her log bent directly forwards at the 
lower part; as no time was known when 
this peculiarity began, as its progress was 
insidiously gradual, and produced no pain at 
any time, and no suddenly striking effect, it 
was suffered to go oinf umhecked, till the 
child was eight years old. At this time the 
fool hml no power of acting in any manner 
in obedience to the will ; but when she 
raised her leg from the ground, the foot 
dropjied useless in any direction that acci- 
dent permi tied it to fail. 

As iLt* child’s foot had never been in a 
state to requiiv surgical assistance, it had 
been neglected till thus late in the d.iv ; it, 
was said to be a pity that she sliouid bej 
audered (o go lame all her life, and 1 was| 
asked to attempt to cure it; 1 did under- < 
take and perfected the cure fo completely, ! 
that idle acquired the perfect fonu and com*) 
plete ttie of her leg, so that no one could 
perceive it had ever been defective, but il - 
required the consfant attention of three 
years to effect this. It was fortunate for) 
this young lady, that even by this great j 
exertion she could he and was restored to ■ 

' enjoy a comfortable existence for tlie rest of i 
ber days; it is efjually fortunate for others! 
who may pas.- into the' same situation, that! 
they may be rescued in their n:rn ; but it ‘ 
will be much more prudent, if those who 
soperintirnt] their education, will preserve | 
them from fiilling into such misf i tunes, by ; 
preventing them from practising tho^^c* pre- ' 
tended gymnastic exercises, and several 
others that may he equally pernicioiici.* 

Ihose who teach these exercises have 
employed .several very almllow artitices to 
get them adopted in general practice. The 
most siullow and the most unfounded of 
these nrtihccs has been, to identify tli'-m 
with the exercises that were practised in 
ahoiiid be underi-j.'jod, I w ;ll endeavour to 
tlie gymnusci of the (»reek?, and li.ey 
hare siicreed.Mi in pving them the same: 
name. I'o the exercises of {Le (i:e«*ks 
these inoiieni piiii-tjci’s loive i»-»i il.e h as? 
reseiiiblnncc, either in iinpe;, ranee or 
As It ;s < f some consequence fl at tios fact 
show wliijt tbfl Greciao gymnastic exercises! 
actually were. 

Tie anti rit GriM'hs were the mo».t e.i:.' 
iraordinary pe .pie of whom we have ntivi 
m Iimi kimw l- d. <• ; thev j r'- euded that they ? 
wet*' iihorj^’ir.e, ; ^prun", !i: e phinrs, from . 
lie earth mi wIocu they jivel ; nor! they; 

thiit tliey^ t!.-!ie.e]ve>i, had in-! 


I vented whatever they practised or know; 
f the leul truth is, that they adopted wliot- 
; ever ^ey saw w'as useful from alt the peo- 
I pie with whom they had any intorcourso ; 

I theyrefioctod upon, and altered what they 
I adopted, till they made it their owm, and so 
: far, indeed, may be said to have inveiited it. 

'I'Jie stale of civiliaatioa, w*lien the Gre- 
cian repubUcs wero formed, was such, that 
wars were very freouent among them ; trua- 
ties were easily made, and as easily broken, 
so that no people could be certain that they 
; should be in safety for any length of time, 
i 1 hi-s condition of the people made it neces- 
; sury that all should be qualihed, either for 
iaggiession or defence ; hente arose the 
I custom of making every mal® native of all 
i the nations of Greece, acquaiptetl with tle'^ 
[use of arms, and every' exeitise that waos 
connected wiili mUitaiy pursnitf. In order 
I to do this in the m^ edectual manner, 
gymnasia were esttbUshed in every city, or 
other places, in Greece,|» which the peopfe 
resided together; those were places in wliich 
all t.ho exercises that could ^ oadfiil were 
taught ; and the study w'as followed with so 
much 4?amestmvss, that children wtip led to 
them as soon us they could walk ; tliey were 
then taught such gentle exerdsea as were 
adttpt»Hl to their tender years ; as they ad- 
vanced in life, their exercises were increased 
in power, and as they approached to man- 
hood, raised to the full height to wlnVIi the 
active powers of man could be carried , till 
tliev «>iitered into active life, folly qualified 
to <lo^ whatever they might afterwards be 
caiied upon to perform. 

A A an auxiliary to stimulate all classes of 
people to arrive at excellence in these ex- 
ert ints, priri'S were established for the com- 
; petition of ti;e leveral classes : these iirisea 
1 Wfre conleTuIed for ao frequently, and with 
so much energy, that children ot the ages of 
[eight, ten, or iiroU'o years, gained prirea in 
I llu- oh'iiipic giimos. 'rijese, and similar fes- 
tn’ms, wcurred so frequently in Greece, 
itbal It was recorder] of one canihdato, he 
gamed jtrt7.es tw'elve hundred times in ihw 
enurse of his lift*. 

Hy these practices, which were either for 
Ufe. fer jdeasuie.or tograu y Uie amhiiioo of 
tfio,y who acquired hertour amon:? Ihoir 
cotialfymen, by exceiliitg in these ex,;r- 
Civ the fonus and tin- must ttUr powers of 
tie* niafe Gieeianh, were rarrfed to the high- 
est (iegrwi of perfet tion. Tim females were 
j*romj»!ed to acquire tnuscuhir je rfecliun, 
by pursuing a dillereiti course, 

llie (iieejkn were a religious peoj.le, ac- 
cording to lie noiiotid which tiiey eufer- 
taim d *.f reiigion. Their rtdigion consisted 
in festnals in honour of their different divi- 


♦ icc The tA.vcEf, ^ il, H. p. 7i«. 


jiiitie?, in Kaciitices to those divinitie.s, and 
jin procesidons to the teiiij.les in which they 
j w ere w,>rsliippcd. In these processions, oil 



welUbom Grecian females bore a diinin- 
guinhed part. 'J'o lead, or to bear & dis- 
tmr^uislied part in a religious procession, 
was an honour that was competed for with 
the greutest euerg}'. 

Daijces were an essential part in all these 
religious CfTcinonit's ; aitd to ae^uhre the 
power of )»erforming these dances, the young 
ii mules attended the gyinnnsia, where they 
were taught, with us much ttnxietji nttd alt 
much constancy, as the males who|tlieud«4 
to acquire a knoKjdedge of ilieir tnilitary 
exercises ; and the cousequcfi^ie Wf^, that 
each sex attained perfbetion iu its o#n pe 
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effects of these exercises, what can be said 
of those to which the same name has now 
been given f their best quality is that they 
are the tricks of tumblers, calculated to 
amuse th»f inmates of a public house ; their 
truest description is that they must nroduce 
lasting injury to the persons of all who en- 
gage in the praciiteoftliem.aud. therefore, 
'it is hoped they will be avoided brail those 
[;^ho Wish well to the rising generation. 

.1 hove now endeavoured only to show 
the b.id effects lhayre, and must be, pro- 
duced by tbe practices that have been de- 
scribed ; ill future discourses, 1 shall endt e- 


1 * 1 — , sertueu i III iiivure discourses, i shall end(-a« 

xtTJ . practised : vour to show by what practices the strength 

their dances, and otlier V . . 


■ their dances, and other exercises, con- 
stantly, with a desire to airirtee at excellence, 
^^ecause their festivalsin^ fre<{tiODt; and 
yn the apjiroach of each, ^ necessary 
Arrangements for it were made, by choosing 
those who were moat eminently skilled in 
tlie exeicisea that were requisite to fill the 
different parts at that time ; hence it fol- 
lowed, that to £11 a distinguished part in a 
religious procession, prosed the possession 
of superior beauty, elegance, and other. 
accompUshmenis. As this right w'aa streiiu- ! 

JU. .... .... .1* .1 _ ! 


-'J I 4 IV. 

and agility which, it is pretended, raav be 
acquired by these exercrscs, may in reality 
be produced. 


cKou e. 

To the FAlitar of Tnt Lakcft# 

Sin,— 1 have seen so many fatal ctses of 


— 7,1 * ““ n , — , wave seen so maiiv laiai cases ol 

ouily contended for on every return of the ; croup, and huve tried the uame ineffectual re. 
festival, a constanutiimilus was kept up by • medics which you iriil see were applied in 
those who lost enjoyed it, to keep, and by ‘ the case now' sent, (with the assistance of 
all others to get possession of ii; the aoxieiy ,blisU*ring,) that 1 determined to trouble 
to acquire die highest degree of perfeciioa 1 you with the next 1 sliould meet with, 
m these exercises, produced lu emulation, ; Provided you think it wortliy a place io 
of Which we cannot, at this time, form a your valuable. I ournal. I shall be verv pioud 
just opinion. jof its insertion, and to know whVlIier I 

1 he Olympic games were celebrated once I could |Kmibiy have adoiited a more eflSca- 
la four years i the Nenieaa, Istryan and Pv- ■ cions piau.* 
tliian gamfi, were celebralcd at diffcrcut| I am, Sir, 

timiM, so that the celehraiion of them should I Vour mcsl obedient servatst 

not interfere with each other, for a desire tu ! Kmmehson* 

ntlend them all was common to all the in- Worsley, DetoWr if.’xli, thifU. 
hsbituots of Greece; because iher»« ihev tu i* • ■ ' . 

saw these exemsea praciised in the bighi-^t ‘ I ^ 

moit ialeretting ia every art ilitu known in ‘ I."'*' 

Greece. * mg under an aUukk ol croup; be had haul 

B«iJv» Uiew great f«ttivrfi,erm Ore- ««>o <invs hef„re, 

cina city had lewer IV.tival, of iu own. in "‘‘'f f »''* P*' 

which lilt! Hrme |.t«clicc, were foilowci '‘“f'ifl ^'nil 

will, eqnni energy, but not in tbe '"'-'"'f- '""S*' ■''>'»!>. "ot l>eqn.nt; 

degree. Kwb city lied lU own gvmnn- : ekin 

eimn. ia wbicl. the Mine eierci^eV were T '.i 

tnogbl ...d prnclieed will. tl... S Imd »,t Icetl.es 

nnd ll... *nme CHi.inncy ; .Iteniioi. ,0 tl.em "1'“’, ‘’“"'.f'''* 
wnsan imjiortaiii |K>rlinn of llic grin! bu.i- i ’ . ‘ . ' " “ , '■*' '!™ '“''eni'iu.vyi.ed. 

nciie of every perton'e life ; firyl n. a -..uoilir^ wra).i,ed lu warm blnnket.. ; nml save 
to leiirn ; neil n. an u.ir |,t |„ ,,rnct,re ; 'n, d. ! B~«*efi>«!v. iiwc..:. la a l.ti.c « arm 

in the cn.l. n. a .iM rlnl,:,. interceu in 0,; 
siK'Cfjts of those vklio ^v.vrc rising into uoiitc 
a* he » ujy iKi the ih rJlne ; ami m all ih.s was 
conufctfd with the fcclicjis cf their rriigioa, 
it priKlin ed something more like an unin r 
sal pasaion in faveur ut their gymuastic ix- 
crcises than anjf thing that cun uaw be seen, 
or cvea imagUKdi '* ' ‘ * 


1 water 
immediately, 

1 gut, from the liou.se of ;t lady lu tlic 
ntn^hhmirlmod, «n mince mixture of vin. 
cuttiuiiuial et viu, ipccuc, aa. ^ss., uiul gave 

e shall otlrr a tew pracliral remaiL] 


. •• V. U trn rein 

I owpared wuh the ; on Ouitp in an ca: ly *N umber— J i>. L. 
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kim a taaspoonful every ten ininutea» till 
it produced free vomitui" ; he took it all. 
^e had an enema idmiinatered. I now 
IMt him d<mn a mixture of antim. tart. gr. j. 
aq. purse Jj., to take a teaspoqnful every 
three hours i this produced a |(^ deal of 
nausea, and once or twice vomiting, with 
profuse Bwealing. 1 saw him again in 
the ereniog; much the same as in the 
ittOrningi I again took away three ounces o£‘ 
Wood, and gave him pulv. jalap, gr. xv, in 
a little water ; tlie bowels were purged Um 
following morning twice, about six o’clock, 
f'ridny morning, ten o’clock. He appeam 
pmch worse in every respect ; the lace it 
pale and ghastly ; his breatliing is very la- 
borious, and he is very restless. I then 
determined, as a last resource, to give him 
calomel, gr. iij. every third hour. He took 
one dose, but died at half-past three o’clock 
in the aRemoon. 


lifetime, people, ot^ of number, crowded to 
his house«~tliat since bis death, a young re* 
lative, considering himself due heir to his 
piactice, Imving placed the word ‘ Surgeon ’ 
on his door, has commenced with all the 
confidence of a medical man of fifty years’ 
•tanding, to the great injury of the regular 
practitioner, and still more so to the poor 
aufifering individuals who fall uuder his care : 
Hie also may be said of several other 
i^wnamid villages in the county. Hoping 
iheu thiit soins meant may soon be employ- 
ed to .iiuprovw; tbe state of the medical pro* 
fessioik in Him aquuty, 

1 Wlnre ibe honour to be, Sir. 

Y ours most respectfully, 

A Su I« 0 KON • A VOTH £C A a V. 

NewoaiHe, OcU|i ISSiB. 




QUACSEaY IV vomruvjiBikUVD. 

Ta thi Editor ijT The Lancet. 

Sin,— I have great pleiisure in learning, 
from a ble Kutnl^ of your viduable Jour- 
nal, that a surgeon, in the North Hiding of 
Votkaluie, has taken up the subject of | 
quackery which hss of late attained so great 
a be^ht in the north of Knglard. 

1 4o not intend (at this time at least) to 
enter into any deudU of the great extent I 
to which this unlawful system haa been 
carried, but from tlie increasing evils 
w'hich daily arise frckm it in this part of the 
country, I hope to be the means of prompt- 
ing some older and more able practtiiouer 
to lake the subject in hand. Few coun- 
tries, if any, I believe, are more cursed 
with bone-setters, and such like, than the 
county of Northumberland ; and 1 have 
often wondered that no one has attempted 
to pul a stop to auch a system before this 
lime, ’ilieie empty bm|,garts, it is well 
kiivtwu, take all accideoU under their care; 


and we have many proofs, many serious 
proofs, tojil the greater part which fall under 
their hands are tii't harged with auch limbs. ! gradual, but steady, progress of ydirenology, 


To the pf Tub Lancet. 

Sill,— I am induced <» uotiee tliO article 
of your Biiminghaoi correspondent, not be** 
cause it contains any very now or very 
powetful ohjeotiona to pUrenedogy ; bat be- 
cause some of your readers wha know no- 
thing of the subject may be prfrjmliced by 
assertions which am nllowed to remain un- 
contradicted. I bongh, like a late statesman, 
he ia not easily answered, from the difficulty 
of finding tlie strong point of his argument— 
** DO roan knoivs where to have liim.” I liojie 
to induce your non- phrenological readers 
to seek tbe opiniona of phreMogisis in 
tlieir own works, not in those tii tlieir op- 
ponents, to examine fur tliemaili'lt, taking 
nothing on trust ; and if they do Eo, we are 
not afraid of the result. 

The first paragraph of A’iiititde contains 
tlie comrooii accusation of quaebtry, whkb, 
as it is merely an aMertion, way be met 
with a denial, and caUing vpon hm to pro- 
duce hia evidence. I would, however, sug- 
gest that if, as he asyt, and f believe, the 
present age ia ao superior to those which 
ban* fireceded it in acientific and raetaphy- 
siful iiccuniry, the time was ill chosen for 
founding a delusive scicttce, and that tlm 


and Audi spcciim-ns of tr<raim»‘iil, that am j from its discovery to the present moment, 
.» *1 • afiWds a fsir inference that it does not de- 
serve to be clasmd with alchemy, and the 
other follies, wliich, as A truly says, would 
consign tlieir professors to meriltd con- 
tempt. 

If when A soys it is impossible, froiri cir* 
' cumstauces of uncontrollable force, to iraco 


pupil who Itad oiiiy bt-en six months in Uie 
profession would he ashamed to look at 
tiiera. 

The medical men of Blythe I would 
now directly call upon to supjiort tliat dig- 
nity which their pt ifi'ssion demands, and 
anuibiiate those ilJileiatc “fungi” which 


have so Isidy sprouted up among them : it is | the ommection between tlie developnM-nii 
well known in the county that one of tbese ! of Iho lirsin and mental emotions, and in- 
(ittely deceased] after having lerved an j tellectusl operations, be msins th^ wo 
nppfenticeship to a linen-draper, com- i cnnooi observe any physical connexion, I 
menced in that town, and that, during Ida 1 admit that he ii right, and n» phieaologiat 



rntusaUJ^UUY* 


m 


flver ittaiataioed the contrary ; huUjjf he but merely say, ** ahow ua a head* and we 
will, with Dr. Brown, whose excellent t'ork will tell you how the Wearer is likely to act 
he subsequently quotes, understand the and feel in sucli and such a situation.^' But 
cause to signify universal antecedeace; and they olso sayi that there are natui^ differ- 
effect universal succession, I deny the im« ences of talehta and dispositioti Whicli nei- 
possibility, and confidently appeal to the ther education nor circuaistancee can per- 
numerous facta clearly before tbO puldie. fectly asaimilate* and that some minds take% 
If "any one of the variOue and blended suggeatioiii more easily than others; that 
Omotiont hy Which the mind of lOan is UaHo no ehange of situation would have made 
to be agitated, may give rise to any coil* HnBipdea*lltrafford — or Strafford, Hampden; 
oeivabte action, or ttoin of acliont/'^ their ind mat A might have sat for his whole life 
there is an o/bjeetlon, not merely fatal to in Newton's chair, and in Newtou ’a garden, 
phrenology, but to ^e idiitece Of toiitd alto* aOdbave seen everjj. apple fall from every 
getber ; but Imw an emotion of beni^olence tree, without having his ideas carried up to 
can give rise to murdttt, or one of bl^d to the theory of gravitation, or beyond that of 
kn act of kindneM, mu^ be lelk tor him to a dnmpUiig, ^ 

exp^lein. ^ A« far as I can understand your corres* 

But the jtoint to Ki^oh I principally pondent, be has mistaken the phrenological 
object is hUdes«riptiol|iif €hd O|^ratioos of doctrine of firmness, which may be well 
Jlie phrenotogiit. " it for granted,*’ given in the words of Sterne ; — " That qua* 

mys he, " t^thiagegil^ffoCtH is cor* lily which would have been called finnoeiS 
toct, and that the mental iffeotiohs are indt* in a good cause, and obstinacy in a bad 
Cated by ceirtiiii (lievatioiis of the brain,” &c. one.” 1 1 is sufficient to say, that ateadinese 
Now, Sir, yhur correspondent knows and unimpressibiiity, and their ffitoence, im 
sonietbing oC ilie matter, or he does not! persons of otherwise similar dispoailioBS, 
U he jdoet, bfltlimibeaWare tbata pecuh are so common, that netiiy every one nay 
devetopment to .eome of his schoolfellows, find examples, even in lits own family, if 
induced t>all« wotn a bey. to examine the A has not perceived any inataneea, aU that 
skullipf petiottatlf marked character, and lean say is, that I am sorry for him, md 
that nd organ was stated at ascertained till hope he will lookagaiii* Hisobswirvatiotti 
many cases concurred to prove, and none to on the character of Othdlo are correct 
controvert it, If he knew this, he bSi mis- enough ; but the immediate eindtion of 
represented, and if he did not, he ottght not Othello towards Cassia, would Im in^ 
to have written upon a subject of Which he by a phrenologist, not to fimneta, buy to 
was wholly ignorant. All which tim phre* destructiveneu. Othello acts before hn has 
nologist " finds, or pretends to find,” arccer* time to cool. Had he pursued his revenge 
tain elevations which, hiving been found Haifa dosea years, unchanged and unmtti^ 
in every exaasuaed sknlt of pelsona Who have gated, wc sWuld say that firnineia nuist 
been distinguisiied for any peculiarity of have been a leading point in his chaiaeter* 
character, he believes to be indicative of What I have said, I trust, is sufficient to 
similar character in the imlividual under show that your correspondent is not entitled 
examination ; and he thinks it hard, when to conclude with the very triumphnut hope, 
he appeals to facts, to show that a thing is\ that, "/nan tht nhxc etwttwtuwf, ail uopre* 
10 be met wfth arguments o prim, to ahow judiced minds will admit the ineulliciency 
that it cuiMOt to, and still harder to find any of phrenological evidence and ihai, who* 
aUetitlou given to uosup{>orted assertions iher plirenology be founded on a rock or the 
that U fi HiH. Moat of your readers, 1 pre* sand, it stands just as it did a week ago, 
sume, have profiled enough by observation as iW ns regards his attack upon it. Should 
(whether phrenological or not) to fonn o he n^sumc bis pen. 1 would submit to him, 
tolerably corrset notion of the chiMdto^Jri of that a little more attention to politeness will 
those with whom they Ire in the toibitof not Wnui the edge of his wit. or diminish 
frequent lutexcourse ; tliough 1 shall hot he the weight of bis arguments. Such terms as 
so rude as to eontradkt A, bv affirming *' shallow phrenologist,’’ " resolute quacke- 
that to him, " after very protracted oHsei- ry,” and the like, do not help a good cause, 
vation, even a loose cottcepUon is more ihta I and make a bad one worse. Aiul, as to 
barely possible.” plwtiiology being " derided bv the wise,” 

AU phrenologist sadmit the infiuence of and aupported alone by " resolute quacks,’* 
mixed motives, and the very nomenclature I beg mm to turn to tmge fl7 ofthc Num* 
shows that it is one of the most importsnt ber in which hta article appeared, tad if* 
parts of their scicnee*, All admit the in- aBer having done so, lie repeals his accusa* 
fiuence of educHtion in the formation of cixi* ^ tiun of ignorance and im}Hi8iure, 1 have no 
racter, and of circumstances in directing ' more to .«ay of him ; but the public will 
our ictious. They do not pretend from an judge between us. 
inspection of the head to nay what events 1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
have brought the mind to its present state* i Temple, Nov^, iK B. H* 
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^LACERATION OF THE DEAIN* 


CHERHATTAH, 


fe the Editor ^The Lancet. 

Si r , — It 1)88 long been a matter of iUf 
'^rUe to me, that the clierrattab/ which haij 
been held from time immemorial ih jgreait 
estimation by the natives of Bengal, and the 
European residents, especially by the liledi*^ 
cal officers, as a very efficacious deobetifuen#' 
and stomocliic medicine, should not havi^ j 
been introduced into Cie practice of 
country, especially as the variety of dye* 
pepsia, for which it is considered a specidc, 
(accompanied with, audprobdbly dependent 
on, sluggishness, qr an‘ overloaded state of 
the liver,) is as prevalent in this country as 
in the East Indies. It ta said, the eHects 
of the cherrattah are not, like tlie stomachics I 
in general use, conhoed to the stomach, but 
are extended to the oilier abdominal viscera, 
particularly the liver, which it deterges, or, as ! 
Dx. CurTre observes, “ emulpes,” and this 1 1 
belive to be the case ; for 1 have observed 
the faeces, during jta use, to he well charged 
with bite, and .the complexion to become 


To the Editor q/'The Lancet. 

Sir,— 'P resuming that the following cose 
of laceration of the brain, without fracture 
of the cranium, will be deemed worthy of 
notice, 1 send it fur insertion in The Lan* 
CET, and am, Sir, 

Yoxirg obediently, 

T. W. Wansbuouou. 

Fulhaiii, Nov. 9tb, 18^8. 

Tbelate Mr. Dunn, a corpulent man, was 
thrown from his borlb on Enlham Bridge, 
by an errand cart, driven futioosly against 
him. The horse his ridai were preci* 

S tated with greai^olence by the force of 
e shook, and Mir^tinn was taken to tbe^ 
nearest inn, in a «taft of insensibility, andf^ 
continued so for tit when he expired. ^ 
The examination of the brain was performed 
seventeen liours after deatli following 
appearances were noted. 

Considerable extravasatmi|jsf Wood be- 
neath the scalp, postcriorfy:^'(A complete 
tendinous origin of the oodi|ilo frontalis.) 


^«r. AlAough ao» .peritnt itcndentlyj A cMsideraMe efluripn pf%W» 
prevent, u iceuimilatiaD of fcce, in tlie|,i,j mater and aradindiAtpt^p; an 


lower potion of the intestinal canal ; which, 
as a liite writer observes, is a common 
cause Of disorders of the stomach aud head, 
at the same time it promotes digestion 
The medicinal virtues of this herb are im* 
partied to boiling water ; and the infusion 


extravasation of blood between the dura 
mater aud calv<^rinm, opposite the potterior 
and lower part of. the right hemisphere ; a com- 
paratively slight extravasation of blood be- 
tween tlie dura mater »i)d skull, on the lejl 
I side of the posterior lobe, opposite the sutura 


wten properly niMe. i. » very emteful 


Ifitter, but the natives prefer the decoction 
JOi^e by gentl}' bailing juilf an ounce of the 
dnt dried herb in a pint of w’ater, for about 


On removing the dura mater, an univer- 
sal effusion of serum, extravasation of blood 
on the pia matef, covering the side of tlio 


«fleeii or weiily imnules; ol ilii. decoclri |„ con.iderobls 

tion, they take a .miiU wioe-ginse full tvi-o i ; „„ enominio!; the tiElil benii.pl.ere, 
or three times o day. I he esUoot, which , ,x„„v„ati„„ „f blood 1 , not couiinued 

ttlso oontaiiis the nrliics ot the herb in .i„,o ,|,e sobalniice of the btaia. I'lexus 
greet perfection, is mkeii iii the lorm of , ,bg b|,irf vliitriole full 
pills. It IS likewise given hy the Indian . a slight extravasatioii of blood in 


perience 1 but, iii tlie him malady. 1 have ■ ,„a b„i„ f„„„d ,o be tiniversll on the 
frequently witnessed Its salutary operation. right heniispbere, but not 

Dr. Heming.lateol ilengal, speaks bighlyl„,j„,li jb„ ,„b 5 ,a„c,; of the brain, 

of the cherrnuali as a tonic medicine. Hie „„iy dipp,„j down into its sulci. 3| lie 
author of tlie work on tropical disensca also ri„;„ mid n,m. 

gives It a high cliaracteri ‘‘••‘I :*lr- j'!<l‘-!sitei„iAeeTlm,ut Mltf iimr^ ^ 
wn, Ihe author of a Ires!, sc on the .Maivetn ; „y j, 


the 

waiters, says that, from the very beneSaal 

eSects tt bad on liimseit, it is a valuable „f bi„„,|. i; appears that the la- 

ceration look place on tlu* c.ppoaite si<ie of’ liio 
; brain to that on u liirli the hlow was rfvdrrd, 
'The concuijsion, tlierciorc, uuist liave lecn 
; tremendous. The only externul nmrl. t/f in- 
i jury was a slight abrasion of the scalp on 
I the leftside of the head, near the laindoi- 
dal suture, oc(;a.sione(i by the bard grnvvlled 
road on which he fell. 


addition to the class of stomachic niedi- i 
cines. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient si rviint, 

TiIOM.U 1>.\K 

Stamford Street, Biackfriars, 

Nov.lJ, lum 



CRITICISM Of x 'TBLIC FUNCTIONARIES. 


THE LANCET. / 

Londoiit Salurdai/f December 13, 1388.^ ’ 

It is evident tbat, so long M litimati na- 
ture is constituted as it is, the limits be* 
tn'een fair und unjustifiable eomment on the 
blunders of pbysiciaoi and 8U]geoa|^ can 
never be justly Htimated, or dtstineBy ap- 
prehended, by the partiet who have ex- 
posed tliemselfai to anhi^dvejrtion« The 
of aU coMQQities^^ttlftted by civil 
ptitutioos declaiffs, that '^b': should 

be a judge in ea^,] but by a law 

of human nlluipsl^teoedeia to all civil in- 
Btiiutioos;^^^m^t^veTy uan feels disposed 
to judge Atvoiitoly of his own capacity, 
and to regard thy opinion, or act, tending 
to a diffeffilit eon^ufion, as malicious and 
unjusRiibt^. the earliest period at 

which critics began to exercise their func- 
ticms, down to the latest instance in which 
ignorance or bod taste may have been 
censured ond exposed, perhaps sense never 
y(>t occurred in which an author acquiesced 
in the justice and propriety of Iris flagella, 
tion. The respect which a man entertains 
for his own understanding, like the ten. 
demess wherewith he regards his own fiesb, 
may be a fveling in wbich no other indivi- 
dual can piri^dpate ; but ba iaconimotriy 
as ready to h^y dispSragement of the 
one, as to rest|t any tllfprnvphed aggression 
ou the other. dtrriTKH, says the fub^ lias 
slung one bag on a man's hick, conlhthing 
bis own infirmitioa* and another bag on Iris 
chest, containing the infif|nities of otlier 
men. Hence an attempt to alter the posi- 
tion of these bags is sup|X>8ed to be ziatu- 
rally resented, and resisted by the party who 
carries them, as an outrage on the lawa of 
the animal economy. It, is an attempt to 
turn a man’s hack upou himself; au set of 
violence, which, though, if we may credit 
a celebrated authority, the body politic once 
meditated committing upon itself, it would 
No. 1176, ‘ 


337 

be unjust and indeooroasi snpposing Ibe 
bags of the fable to form pai't and parjeel of 
cur bedifi natatal, for one man to^perpo« 
trate ttpoa •nother. Happily, however, *«- 
the intereats of the literary republic, there 
if pcrii^ only all the difference in the world 
'%tn'eaii attacks upon the person and upon 
tht ohderttanding of an author, bubtJiis dif* 
ferenee has been fully recognised by our 
courts of justice, which have refused, in 
eases of offences fgainst the laws of good 
writing, to interfere with'the jurisdiction of 
the courtf^ritical, and have left the offen- 
ders to be jpdged and punishi'd at discre- 
tion by tlie arbiters of literary taste. If 
the criticism be unfair, the legitimSte ^iwt 
of appeal is the public. 

The same observations,, which appi)!^ to 
criricismona man’s literary omi^poiii^^ 
are equally applicable to criticiai|s on hif 
scientific pretensions. Whether ^|fhOw, 
by quotations and comments, thaif||n, tu- 
tlior has written a bad book, or dem0liit|iito« 
by facta and comments, that a physicij^ii|l|p 
surgeon is ignorant of his profession, erk|«. 
cism is, in either case, directed against 
incapacity of the party, and tends, iu eitfa^ 
case, to disparage his intellectual qualifica- 
tions. The comments will in both cases, 
of course, be regarded as unjustifiable, and 
the critics denounced as libellers by the 
persons subjected to criticism ; but whether 
the ignorance of those who undertake the 
care of the public health is entitled to 
greater protection than that of authors, 
whose compositions are calculated to mis- 
lead or vitiate the taste of their readers, is 
a question tvhicb has not yet been decided 
in^l^prt of justice. This question has not 
hli^ytidicially decided, because, hitherto, 
no (jttse, in which the ignorance of a ]>hysi« 
ciun or surgeon has been made the subject 
of comment iu The Lancet, has ever been 
brought into a court of justice, and, before 
the establishment of I'he Lanckt, reports 
of cases occurring in our public Hospitals 
were never published. Our readers are 
' Z 
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iVare, that up© netrer comiDented on las never directly decided on tl»e partic 
mori Oc^#rring in private practice, except iVr case of a physician, or surgeon, sup* 
where |uch errors have ^een made the sub* posing himself to be too roughly handled by 
11 ot on action at law, as in jibe case of a medical critic j because, hitherto, phy* 

Stanley, the Hospital Surgeon, who mistook sicians and surgeons, who have considered 
a piece of flint, of nearly two inches in dia* themselves aggrieved by the publicity given 
xneter, and at the distance of more than to their mishaps, have deemed it wiser to 
inch from his patient’s ENTIRE patella, for a appeal to a medical than to a legal tri- 
portion of that patella^^, and they are awarcf bun^. But the analogy between criticism ou 
also, of the grounds upon which we Itave con- cascNl of ma|fi prorii in surgery or medicine, 
fined our criticisms to the blunders of Hos* and criticism og despicable literary compo* 
pital functionaries. Now, we ask, upon what sitions, teems H us to be i:«mplete, as far 
principle the physicians and surgeonsof pub- os the courts oI;||m have e||ried the fum* 
lie hospitals can be entitled to greater iadul- ciple of dssmum ole^us as appUetT ® ; 

gence from medicaljourualists, than authors the loss sustaiuM hy mtilmri in the latter 
who endeavour to instruct, or enteitain the cases j and upon grounded public eapedi* 
public by their scientific or liteiary produc- ency, that principle might be oanpied |UU 
tioni are allowed by law to claim from literary further, in the ease pf iocpilpstnnt surgeona 
jomnalietit Are they more exempt from and physicians. The couf|t» ®f lk? I'll! 
eiTorl If it can be shown that blunders are protect an autber, hi^veir dagg^ in hj^s 
navel committed by these persons, then we literary reputation, l^ainst his niitle j m»d ' 
admit that every thing in the shape of se- why 1 Because, if they cramped obsarya- 
vere (Bomment ou hospital practice must be lions upon authors and their works, the pub-j^j 
finjustiflable, because, by the supposition, lie might suffer in their pockets, and in 
•uch comment must necessarily he unjust, their literary ta^, by the purchase of worth- 
fiut if, on the other hand, it be matter of { less books. Apply this principle to criticism 
notoriety that cases are frequently, aye, on medical or surgical practice, and by bow 
constantly, occurring, in which the health much the health and lives of the puhlie are 
and lives of patients are destroyed by the of more importance than their advancement 
negligence and ignorance of hospital func- in knowledge, or their literary taste, by so 
tionaries ; if it be mutter of notoriety, that ' much will the Physician or Surgeon, whose 
tlje election of these functionaries is fa*- 1 practice is animadverted upon, be less en* 
quently an affair of family interest and in- : tilled than the author to the interference, of 
trigue, depending, not on the pre-eminent j a court of law agmsst his CEiiio. Tlte in- 
scientific attainments of the person elected, | co||pe|ent physician or aurgcoo may be 
but on the Jiat of some individual, iucapa* | daoi^^ed in bis pocket by the criticism, 
ble of judging of such aliaiuments, or, if; and so may the incompetent author; the 
capable, biassed hy cou.siderutians wholly ({diysiciau or surgeon may have Bothiog but 
disdiict from, and iucousisteut witl^ d^.in- j bis professional skill, however slender, to 
terests of a charitable isstitutiou;-r‘tt4imli|Tely upon; and the literary powers, bow- 
facts be notorious, and capable of proof,— -in ever despicable, of the euthor, may be bis 
what respect does an incompetent bospitalj sole means of subsistence; but, where the 
functionary deserve greater indulgence at public is a gainer by the exposure of false 
the hands of a journalist, than an ignorant pretension, the loss of the individual ex- 
or vapid writer 1 or, upon what principles of ; posed is held by the law to be damnum 
law or reason is be entitled to ask for greater . okigue iipurid,— a loss entitled to no repara* 
immunities 1 The law, as w.e have stated, 1 Uo&-a lost which he ought to lustam* 
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It if perfectly clear, tbat if a .pliyeic aa 
or furgecQ write a book' on a profeisional 
aubject, be ii juat as liable as any other 
author, to be publicly taxed with ignoranoe ; 
and that howerer daiuuided by the criticism, 
aye, though his fee*boQk isay have beeu 
rendered carte blanche by the oaftigatioa, be 
eannot recover damages, in a court of law, 
against the critic, provided the cens^i e, or 
even the ridicule to wliich be may have been 
subjected, arise fairiy out of the subject- 
matter, and cfimot be tfikeO' to bo directed 
^gainst the p^ate or of the 

ban. And a oaert of iaw.fwuld in 
aiicb a oa«e, aids# into tbe ^tieaimn; whe- 
ther the ef£kii#is, or WAi not right, in bis 
Ttew 0 <^6 n^te of the work ; but. if it 
appeared ibat ib bad not travelled out of the 
work he critiSied,;for the purposes of slan- 
der, it <09 of tba general issue, 
direef ibr the de/bndant. Now the 
only didference between tlie case just put, and 
those under disousaion, which, to a certain 
OTitenr, may be considered prime impremonii, 
is tlmt whereas in the former the thing 
criticised is a publiidied camposiiion ) in 
(lie latter, the thing criticised 1.4 an ojjera- 
tioQ publicly performed. The loss to the in- 
dividual is likely to be equal, whether he be 
shown to have betrayed ignorance of the 
principles of his predesaiub a written 
composition^ or '^unsktlfuiiietB in the prac- 
tice of it ns a public operation; and the 
gain to the public is greater in the latter 
case than in the former, inasmuch a# the 
•afety of the community li more directly 
compromised by tl*e incompetency of a 
public operator. Upon th«se principles, he 
who criticises a public operation, would be 
as fully entitled to a verdict, as he who cri^- 
ticises a written compusi lion on a medical 
subject, supposing him to meet an action 
for damages by a plea of the general issue 
d fortiori would he be entitled to a verdict, 
supposing him to be able to plead and sus- 
tain a justification of the truth of the mat- 
ter, whereby the reputation of the party 
criticised is supposed to be domuified. 


J Treatise on the Diseases of ik$ Bmm, By 

Benjami.u Bell, Fello, * *He Royal 

College of Surgeons of Edinburgu to- ' 

London. Edinburgh. Blackwood. 8vo. 

pp. 294. 1828. 

From the comparatively low organiasation 
of bone, and tiie consequent slowness with 
which all its sanatory, as well as mor- 
bid, processes are carried on, surgeons 
not having on opportunity of observing the 
immediate effects of remedies, have im- 
bibed a notion that art can effect little or 
nothing in diseases of the osseous tissue 
that, in fact, every thing must be left to the 
vis medicalra ualure. Hence, although wo 
have many excellent syatematic works on 
the pathology of the bones, it is strongly 
impressed on our minds tliat there is, gene- 
rally speaking, a w'ant of information on 
tliis subject, arising from the causes we 
have alluded to. 

Tho method of classification, which the 
author has adopted in describing the 4i* 
aeases of bone, is as foUow’s : — 

“ I. The first head includes the various 
kinds of inflammation to wliich bone and its 
moiubraneij ore subject, viz. — 1. Inflamma- 
tion of the periosteum. — 2. Inflammatiim of 
the surface of hone. — 3. Infiam!natioi\ of 
the internal structure, or interstitial in- 
floraraulion of bone. — 4. Suppurative in- 
flammation of bone.— .T. Scrv)tuious inflam- 
mation of bone. — 6. Adhesive inflammation 
of bone. 

II. Under the second head nre included 
the consequences of inflammation, viz. — 
1. Abscess in bone.— 2. Ulceration of 
bone. — d. Mortification of bone. 

III. The thud head includes those aSec- 
tions of btme which aj-juireutly depend 
upon n moibid condiiion of its assimilating 
vetatis.— 1. Sotieuinij: of bone. — ‘J. Britile- 
ntiit of bwvue.— 3. lulerslitiul absorption of 
hotm.-**!. Interstitial deposition and en- 
largement of bone. — ^Atrophy or w’astiug of 
bone. 

IV. The fourth Jiead includes those pre- 
ternatural growths from bone, which have 
not beeu pioved (o be the result ol iiiflani- 
luaiiou, and which are not of a malignunt 
nature. 

A'. The fifth head embraces those incura- 
ble diseases which dej)eud upon degenera- 
tion of the osseous tissue, viz. — 1. Spina 
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Ventoaa.— y. Osleo- sarcoma, ovFungus Hm- 
matodes of bone. 

VI. A P’'-'*' liead may with propriety 
inch''’' , anomalous atFections of bone, 
concerning the nature of which little as yet 
is known. — 1. Bloody tumour, or aneurism 
of bone.— 2. Tumours dependent upon the 
existence of hydatids in the substance of 
the osseous tissue.’' 

Mr. Bell makes some interesting re* 
marks on " interstitial absorption of bone,” 
a term which he first employed in a me* 
moir, published in 1824, in reference to 
tlie well-known affection incidental to the 
neck of the thigh bone. The disease, how* 
ever, Mr. Bell informs us, is not peculiar 
to the femur, it is not common to any pe- 
riod of life— in the young it is generally 
confined to the vertebral column— and in 
the middle-aged and elderly its usual seat 
is the cervix femoris. We regret that 
we have not space for the whole of the 
author ‘s remarks on this subject, both as 
regards the local peculiarities of the affec- 
tion as well as its general characteristics. 
But, in the opinion of Mr. Bell, it is im- 
portant to notice that— 

“ At an early period of life, or even in 
adult ag*', when, from habit, the body has 
been suffered to incline on the side, beyond 
the prttper ceiure of gravity, the unequal 
pressure of one vertebra upon another, on 
the side to which the tendency to inclina- 
tion has occurred, occasions, in the first 
instance, a jiarlial absorption of the inter- 
vertebral cartilages, and subsequently of 
the vertehr® themselves.” 

The various diseases enumerated in the 
author’s classification, are separately treat- 
ed of in a brief, yet sufficiently intelli- 
gible manner, and although we do not 
find any tiling novel as respects the patho- 
logy of the bones, yet the whole aubject it 
BO well treated, that in two hundred pages 
of an octavo volume, there is sufficient 
information for general puryMiset. It is no 
amaVI rccomiiK-ndation to this work, that, 
with a few exceptions, uU the inotbid con- 
ditions of the osseous li.SBue which Mr. 
Bell has described, Imve come under hit 
own observation } the diseases have been 


stv lied at the bed aide) and in the dissect* 
ing room. Subjoined to the treatise, is a 
catalogue of the preparations illustrative 
of the diseases of bone, contained in the 
museum of the Edinburgh College of Sur* 
geoDB. The description of these prepara- 
tions is drawn up by Mr. Charles Bell, 
who was, if we mistake not, the original 
possessor of these *'i>eese spicimins.” 

The author has fallen into one egregious 
error, which we must take die liberty of cor- 
recting befbre we conclude our review. In 
a note) at page Sir WUHim Blizard is 
designated ''one of the FAtiiEns of sor- 
gery.” One of ttw oaiitv o«AVDMOTHsal 
would have been filsrer thilltniu. 


guESTioxs pnopoizn to a CAVvittArt for 

THE OEORES OP M.D. AT tniMaVnillf* 


DR. GRECORY's gUEBTlOSS, 

What is a muscle t 

Are the extremities of muscles of the 
same texture as the other parts ? 

Why are the extremities of muscles com- 
posed of tendon t 

What are the conditions in which a muscle 
exists! 

Do muscles always become relaxed after 
contranion t 

What are their disesses T 
W bat is the colour of a muMlo I 
Is this colour essential 1 
Whenee is it 1 
When the blood ie’removed, what it their 
colour ? 

Are there, any hollow muscles ! 

Have the arteries any muscuiar fibres T 
What is the use of them i 
Has not the heart the power of propelling 
the blood ! 

How do you prove this! 

Are muscular fibres discovered iu the 
veins! 

Are there any valves in the arteries! 

Are there any valves in the veins ! 

In what part of the body is that ! 

How arc the veins here subjected to pres- 
sure ! 

What is the cause of paralysis! 

Does the pressure occur at any particular 
part! 

Is there ever any other symptom, bolides 
loss of motion, in paralysii ! 
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If pressure is made on the right lobe t. the 
brain, where will paralysis occur ? 

What is that disease called, when, besides 
loss of sense and motion, there is also a 
comatose state 1 

Are paralysis and apoplexy allied to each 
other 1 

How do you know this ? 

Are there any other diseases of the mus- 
cles 1 

What are the symptoms of epileosy 1 
Are all the muscles of the body alwsy'S 
convulsed ? 

Are there any symptoms denoting the 
approach of an epileptic fill 
Does the patient recover immediately, and 
all at once, from the fit ? 

W liat is the definition of rheumatism 1 
\ Does the disease affect spy other part be- 
sides the rausclefl . 

Js there any pyrexia in this disease 1 

Is it lynocha or typhus X 

What are the causes of this disease'! 

Are there any other causes, when cold is 
not applied V 

Does the pain ever remain after the py- 
rexia is gone t 

How ms tlie disease terminate X 
Does it ever end in suppuration X 
Does suppuration ever effect the muscles'! 
Does the disease ever terminate in gan- 
grene X 

Dpes^death ever ensue from this disease X 
W hat remedies would you employ X 
Has the blood, when drawn, any peculia- 
rity in this disease ! 

What IS the huffy coat ? 

What it the cause of this separation ! 

Does the blood, tit such circumstances, 
coagulate faster or slower than usual ? 

What time* in general, does the blood 
toke to coagulate X 
Is it ever longer! 

What other remedies would you use ! 
Whst diaphoretics would you use X 
What do you mean by the puWis opi- 
atoi! 

Wbat does this powder contain besides 
opium and ipecacuan 1 | 

What ore the proportions of the ingre- 
dieuU in a scruple ! i 

fill what dose would you give it X 
Whttt inconvenience sumetimesarisesfrom 
it?*— does it ever affect the stomach! 

Are there ony bod conHequences ever left 
of ter the disease is cured 1 

Dr. Home’s Queries. 

What are the diseases in which the mus- 
cles are affected with spasm ! 

Mention some of them. 

Wbat are the symptoms of tetauus! 

Are there any muscles paiUculorly affect- 
ed ! 


What muscles of the hand are chiefly 
affected! 

Are the muscles of the lower jaw affect- 
ed? 

What are the species of teu... . 

Wliat is opisthotonos! 

Wbat is emprosthotonos ! 

Are the muscles of the abdomen affected ! 
Does tetanus occur more frequently in 
some countries than in others X 

What renders the body more susceptible 
of the disease in tl.c'se countries! 

What are the causes of it ! 

Are there any other causes ! 

Are there nny internal causes ! 

Are there any causes applied to the 
bowels X 

How do you know worms are a cause ! 
How does tetanus terminate! 

What are the remedies X 
How does calomel act! 

Does it act in any other way ! 

But how does it act in general X 
Has it any other mode of acting ? 

Does opium act in any particular way in 
this disease ! 

How does its action differ X 
In what dose would you give it! 

Who first introduced this remedy into 
practice ! 

Is the warm or cold bath most efficient ? 
How is the cold batii to be administered ? 
What would you do with your patient 
after coming out of the bath 1 
Wbat would you do next ! 

What would be the effect of opium! 

But in what manifest way would it relax 
the spasm ! 

Dr. Hope's Queries, 

What are the earths X 
There are more : What is very abundant 
iu the soil ! 

What others are found more sparingly! 
How do you know lime from magnesia! 
How do you know them from the action 
of sulphuric acid on them ! 

. Wliat are the principal acids ! 

Is there not one furnished very abun* 

! dantly by Nature ! 

How is sulphuric acid made X 
What is its composition ! 

Does sulphur form ony other ocid 1 
How is it obtained ! 

Is it procured by any other w'oy ? 

What is the chemical action in this case ! 
In this way known, we cannot obtain sul- 
phurous ocid pure : What substances very 
readily take oxygen from sulpJiuric acid ? 
Wfial is formed hv burning sulphur ! 
What is the difference between sulpburic 
and sulphurous acids ? 

What is the natural state of sulphurous 
acid ! 
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Wliflt takes place if both the Dci<!i| ^re 
exposed to the air ? . 

Is sulphuric acid, or water, the heaviest 1 

^ ^ -v'liJing tlv*ivIoNRO*8 queries. 

*** I low is lime water made ? 

Is it not to be strained ? 

In wlMjt diseases is it used ? 

Is it Qsed in any other ? 

In what quantity would you give it I 
In dyspepsia'; how much I 
As lime water c«nnnH)e giren Hy itself, 
how would you pfive it 1 

Why should it not be given in caloulns ? 
Does it ever augment this sis^'t 
Dow would you Ic^now this hy examining 
the calculus '! 

^YhRt medicine is chiefly now used in 
calculous complaints t 
If given in large quantities, wbatincon- 
veniencies arise 1 
What is its dose 1 
Ilow would you exhibit it 1 
liow is magnesia supposed to act in this 
disease I 

Dr. Duncan, senior—queries. 

What is the name of the disease when 
there is a collection of wafer in the thorax 1 
What are its chief symptoms 1 
What is the state of the pulse 1 ! 

You said the patient lies with difficulty 
on his back. 

Wliy does he breathe more easily in the 
erect posture 1 

What medicines do we use to evacuate 
the water 1 

What remedies are used 1 
What is digitalis 1 
In what form is it used t 
How much of the powder would you give ? 
Has digitalis any peculiar effect on the 
pulse 1 

What are the effects of an overdose 1 
This finished my first examination ; it 
lasted one hour, and took place at Dr. 
Gregory’s house, in April, lii June, the 
following short examination took place at 
the College in private. 

Dr. Duncan’s queries. 

How many external senses are there 1 
Enumerate them. 

Where is the sense of feeling situated 1 
Are not other parts of the body possessed 
of this sense in a certain degree ? 

How is the sense of feeling diseased ? 

Dr. Home’s queries. 

Give an example of the depraved sense of 
feeling 1 

I now received from Dr, Monro the 
following aphorism, to write a commentary 


oBi^ihd medical questions from, Dr. Ho|»e* 
ond^, on the dth of July, was examined 
thereon.’ 

** Si rigor incidat febri non intermiitentm, 
debile jam existente agro, le thole. ’’-Apfto- 
rhma. 

\ “ Quid est irritnhilitaa'? 

“ An pendet a vi nervosa I” — Quistia 
AJedka. 

After this I reeoived two esses; fhs One 
from Dr. Rutherford ioilows; Dr. Gregory’s 
is lost. 

“ Mulier 50 aunorum, Iflxioris habitus 
corporis, affectionibus rhSUmaticis admodom 
obnoxia, tempealatft frigida de gravi capitis 
dolore con(]uerl empit, Dolorem Imnc brevi 
insecuta est oculdllCim indaihmatio, levis 
quidem initio, mox (||dnm gfarissime aucta,’ 
adeo ut palpebraa aitoUtre nequeat, oh' 
acerbum et lancinantem dolorem, minima 
admissa luce prorsus intolerabilem reddi- 
turn. Perstat cephalalgia cum acuto cor- 
poris calorc, siti magna, cihi fastidio, alvo 
astricto, pulsu interim celtrrimo et diSbili, 

Dicat dominus candidatug, Morbi natu- 
ram. Symptomntum rationem. Pipgnosin. 
Methodum medendi, cun) rsidedili' idoueis 
prfcsenti fcgro accommodutis. 

Finally, 1 have to defend in public my 
Inaugural Dissertation. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Decmber 6, 1838, 


— Arnott, Esq., in the Chair. 

TIIEATMENT OF CONCUtSJpK, 

Mr. M'Alpin, after the Minutes were read, 
introduced the subject of concussion, witli a 
view of having the opinion of the Society 
upon the most opwopriaie Ircatment, As 
far as his own judgment went, be was de- 
cidedly averse- to bleeding in the first Stage, 
and winch he thought, but for the prevailing 
public prejudice in its favour, would not be 
so frequently resorted to. He considered that 
re-action ought to be allowed to take place 
before venesection was thought of. 

Dr. Duffin observed that, during bis 
stay at Florence, he had seen the Pro- 
ft-ssor there treat three cases of concussion. 
That treatment consisted in taking away 
small quantities of blood, only a few ounces, 
in the first stage, during complete collapse^ 
under the impression that this mode of 
treatment acted as a stimulant to the arte- 
rial blood. The professor considered that, 
in concussion, there was a congestioii of 
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T^oas Blood in tin tnd 

bJeeding in small qn lies, the orwi^ 
cifculotion was afterw, ienabled to go on. 
Aft«r redaction took pj he bled freely as 

in other cases. Thos^ ree cases did per> 

fectly well. Dr. Sauil s, of Edinburgh, 

(Dr. Duffin believed,) |d praclised the 

same plan of treatmei hr twelve years. 

He had been in the i i of taking away 
small qean titles of hh In the first stage, 
then of giving stimuli ^ and, afterwards, 
trenting the case upon gs ^ral principles. 

Blr. Bor NET did not think the reason of 
bleedings either in eonoosaton, compression, 
or apoplexy, well anderUtood. He was per • 
sasdeo, that at no timejponljd anj additional 
supply of matter be iitaitted within the 
cavity of the brain. In ille caaei to which 
[ be had adVitprted, the venous circulation 
was, in a gtrit msure, put a stop to ; the 
veins of the ihitn could not empty them- 
selves^ therefore tlie arterial blood was not | 
admissible ; hence the redness of face that 
frequently appeared in apoplexy. Upoh re- 
movinjg die venous blood, the brain become 
atiniulisted J|fy the flow of arterial blood into 
it, ind which he conceived to bo the only 
mode o^riiii^ting the brain to action. 

Mir. M'AipiM objected to the mode of 
depletion m the first stage, as it was had 
recourse to in Ibis country. It was con* 
sidered nothing, here, to take away twenty 
or tUirU ounces of blood. He believed the 
grand point to be, to get the brain stimu- 
lated; and if the opinion of the Society 
was, that small bleedings would do that, 
and was the only means, he could have no 
hesitation in receiving such a decision. 

The pRESiDHNT wished to know what 
stimuli were given, either on the continent, 
or at Edinburgh, after the small bleedings. 

Dr. Du r FIX did not my that the pro- 
fessor at Florence gave stimuli, but that Dr. 
Saunders had done so. 

Dr- Sheii., as far ns he was capable of re- 
CGMeetittg, believed Dr. Saunders had in- 1 
formed him, that, in treating cases of this 
sort, he had always takfn into consideration | 
the idiosyncrasy of the patient, and the his- i 
tory of his constitution ; that he had even 
seen gout producing epilepsy, and all the 
symptoms of apojdexy ; and that, in such a | 
case, he should not treat the patient as he 
should a patient under ordinary circum- 
stances. 

Dr. Addisox considered, that if this 
were so, it was a mode of treatment ex- 
tremely liable to be misconceived. If au 
apoplectic gouty subject.;was to be treated 
differently to other subjects, the case 
might be greatly endangered. As to 
bleeding being the T; :>ans, and the only 
means, of increasing the circulatioa of 
the brain, this was a misconception. It 
wai well known that there were other 


stiimjhnto which excited both tlie heart 
anamTOyiatoM| |p i ncreased action. In the 
treatment ofalNftea e s . the sy mptoms were 
first to he Iool«!d con- 

stitution of the patient. Tl 
applicable to the treatment of a gou^ 
subject, were generally and precisely those 
applicable to all apoplectic patients. Witli 
regard to the doctrine of incompressibility 
of the brain, too much stresv had been 
laid upon this. There was the foramen 
magnum, and th# different foramina for 
the exit of the nervous system, into 
which, or partly ihrougli which, it was 
possible the brain might be urged by an in- 
creased admission ofnUerial, and detention 
of venous blood, and who could say how 
slight a pressure of the brain into these 
foramina, might not disturb the functions of 
the organ 1 

Mr. Burxet believed, that if an addi- 
I tional supply of arterial blood was ad- 
mitted, it was only in consequence of nn in- 
creased rapidity of the circulation ; and that 
if any more than the ordinary quantity of 
the venous blood was detained in the brain, 
tlien a proportionate quantity of arterial was 
prevented entering it. Here the discussion 
ended. 


EXTH ACTION OF THE TEETH. 

Since the publication of Mr. De la Fona* 
paper on Extraction of the Teeth, we have 
received a variety of communicutious on the 
subject; and aUhough we are far from 
deeming it nnimportant, we have not space 
for ad which our numerous correspondents 
have written. It may, in good truth, be said 
of tooth-Jrawing as of writing— that every 
man has a fashion of his own. 

Mr. Bedingfield of Stowmarket, in writing 
to us, snys that, while he admits tlie gene- 
ral reasoning of !\lr. De la Fona, on the su- 
jieriority of the key-instrument to be cor- 
rect, yet lie contends there are some cases 
in which t.)ie forceps are indispensable, as 
in the removal of the incisors. The key- 
instrument, w'hicli Mr, Bedingfield employs, 
is constructed with a kind of bridge fuicrum, 
so that pressure is made on the teeth ad- 
joining that about to be extracted, and the 
injurious effects of pressure are obviated by 
attaching a piece of cork to the fulcrum. 

The space left in the cushion (says Mr. 
Bediugiield) readily allows of the alveolar 
process being sufficiently broken down Ijy 
the tooth only, as it is drawn laterally'- from 
its socket: w'hereas, when the decayed tooth 
is itself made the fulcrum, the cushion of 
the common keyr-iustrument is crushing the 
alveolar process in one direction, while the 
fang of the tooUi is breaking it in another : 



f5l4 




Oie alveolar procewi is, u it wertgJ^jlBPai with a common senlpel, ho tiled 

within a vice.” Bliilrd a knife, which ho withdrew, and 

Mr. T. Warner* otdWrehoeater, on the introduced four umet before completing tho 

. . * tr ' . . I i* »ei Ljklil !»«■ \Mm l/tea^ 


other forceps, if 

thtdll, and properly applied, will 
Wove teeth with much less present and 
subsequent pain than the key-instrument, 
and likewise as speedily,’* The forceps used 
by Mr. Warner, are of ditferent kinda— 
adapted to the various teeth. 

Mr. Prouse of Bristol says that, in the 
course of many ycara’ practice, he has '* ex- 
tracted hundreds, not to say thousands,” of 
teeth will* a pair of forceps of about live 
inches in length, bent almost to n right an- 
gle, arched aud notched in the claws, so that! of an inch 
it is easily passed over the crown of the I inch in length. 


inciaiooa. The ataft* woa held by Mr. Vin- 
cent, and some delay, in the couiae of the 
operation, was occasioned, in consequence of 
Mr. Vincent, from a motion of the patient, 
aud perhaps too intensely observing the 
course of the knife, |)ermittiag the staff to 
slip out of the blad^r, by which the opera- 
tor conceived he had cut into the neck of it, 
w'hen, iu fact, he had not. After the in- 
cisions were completed; the stone was easily 
extracted. It was a Hat iilhic acid atone, 
a quarter of aninoK thi%i Uirec-quarters 

rather more than an 

the application of 


tooth without touching it ; and, when it is 1 the scalpel to the perineuls, to the extrac- 
fixed, “ ihe points of the claws hold | tiou of the stonOj four miftiitea and forty 

the tooth suUiciently linn, wiliiout breaking | seconds' elapsed; another; pinute was oc- 
it.” Jhe forceps are made strong iu the! copied in ascertaining that nothing further 
jaws, but tapering from the joint to the remained in the bladder. The boy w-aa then 
handies, by which means they are, rendered t removed to bed, and up to the writing of 
elustic and prevent loo great pressure on ! this report, has continut'd to do^^well, 
the teeth. For the large molar teeth, Mr.! Jtnm.— Mr. Earle removed, div the 

Proustf employs a larger and stronger pair!®®®® day, the testicle of 'Ihomaa Wells, 
of forceps, with jaws of about au inch and »t. 24, in conaeqnence of extensive aero- 

U’liA •vhftlieiP# limii Pvslmeii'ki&sl 


half in leni.:th. 


jfulous disease. 'J’he ptlielik has enlarged 


la addition to the above, we have re- 1 scrofulous knee-joints, apd is, alpg^lher, 
ceived a communiculion from Mr. Knox, | out of health. About a “jN6ar ago he hod 
wiih a drawing of his “ improved forceps,” i the opposite testicle removfd, owing to 


which appears to us to possess considerable 
meritc 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

Lutof Patienti admiUtd vnder the carenf 
Mr. Earle, Nw. tl . 

Harley's Ward, No. 2. — W. Darley, let. 16, 
calculus in the bladder, 

Paldwyn's Hard, No. 6. — John Quin, set. 
36, extensive ulciTUiicjii of both legs. 

No. 7.— .Ichn Vines, a* t.. ‘30, large slough- 
ing ulceration of the right groin. 

Sitwell's Ward, No. 2. — Sarah Hicks, a‘t. 
08, cancer over the radius of the left fore- 


the some diseasi*. Three arteries were 
token up, aud the patient removed to bed. 
The testicle, which w'oa the sixe of a largo 
fist, when cut into after it was removed, 
presented, in part, u healthy appear- 
ttuce, from which, if the morbid parts could 
have been thrown, Mr. Earle thought might 
have retained the power of secrclion, but 
he was induced to perform the opemlion, 
in consequence of the declining heullli of 
the patient. 

Greatly to the advantage of the pupils, 
aud, consequently* mucli to the credit of the 
operator, no one was permitted to surround 
liim during these Operations ; consequently, 
the. pupils had a disUnct view of the opera- 
liuns from all parts of the theatre, This is 
us it ought to be, and an example which it 
is sincerely to be hoped all the surgeons 
will follow. 


arm. 

EUzabeik't Ward, No. ;i.— .4nn Grant, ict. 
19, injury to the dorsal vcrlebrpp. 

A few others, with slight injuries, princi- 
pally^ to tlie knees, as well as some common 
cases, into the Venereal Wards. 

No cases of irnporlance were admitted on 
the two last “ lakin^-iu ” days. 


OPEnATlONS—I.miUIOM Y AND CASTRATION. 

On Saturday Mr. Earle perforined the 
operation of LilUoiorny on 'lliomaa (Jooper, 
a boy eight years of age ; after making on 


FRA^TURF. OF Till. RASIS CRANH, Wttll 
" 1,ACF.RAT10K or THK BRAIN. 

William llurat, setat. 22, was admitted 
into Cobton’s Ward, Nov. 17, at half-past 
tiiree F.M., with a lacerated wound of the 
scalp and )>t‘iK)8ti*uin, over the external 
angle of the li'ft eye. A small portiou of 
the hone was exposed, on which the com- 
mencement of a fraciure was visible. He 
had fallen from the roof of a house, several 
eturies high, whilst feeding pigeons. Was 



ULCmATION OF THE LIP. 


infennbie when brought in, nnd ulceiiation or the upper 

bleedtog from the noie and mouth ; Tpaited ! uir, 

much j pupil. Mtcd v.ry .lightly j breath- o,™!, CouW 
.«g .t«u,rou.; puU.feebl.. ..uf i»t«mit. 


tent. 


Calomel, gr. iij, ; Jalap, gr, x, statim. 
Cold cloths to the head (not shaved). 
Towards evening the pulse began to rise, 


nnhealthy 

tated Slate, was admitted 
Ward; October 9th, under the care of Mr< 
Lawrence, w’ith extensive foul phagedc* 
ttic ulceration of the upf>er hp and left 


and the dresser bled the patient to tExvj. upper eyedid destroyed 


ten minutes afterwaids, the pulse became 
more feeble, and therefore the dresser, Mr. 
I'homton, wrote for eight ounces of bmntlij, 
port of which wu given him iu small quati* 
Ulies every (|aarter of an hour, or twenty 
minutes. 


hy the ulceration,) and chronic conjunc- 
tival inflammati^ of tiiat eye. The sore 
on the lip has been attended with much in- 
flammation of the neighbouring parts, and 
considerable pain. A small painful pimple 
came on her lip ahaut three months ago, 


XH, Still InsensiWel hrestliea with less! *^^“®** gradually Ixtendedinto the pre- 
stertor ; ptdae ISO, and iutermitting ; pu- ; > # suspected to be syphi- 

pils contrseted, but they act slightly on i declares that she never had 

exposure to light* the bowels freely open-i*"^ '’enenal symptom; is a widow; re- 
ed during tUe^bt. 1 members her husband, some time ago, giv- 

19.’lladviSpid||wings up and tossings P*'*® of i*er 

about of the legs during the night, so that ls‘‘®®rally. 

it became necesbaiy to have them strapped | . ^”«red a solution of the liq. opii. seda- 
down ; irides immoveable this morning, and * Proportion of 5 ij. to jvj. of water, 

the pupils much contracted; breathing be app^ed to the wound by means of 
ehsngeable, being mure or less stertorous at ’ bread and water poultices ; pil. 8a[^« 
intervals; pulse fluttering; countenance 8'’’* o™®* ®octe ; and gr. jjss. 

sinking. j bis iu die. with essen. sarsp. ter quo- 

Mr. Vincent now ordered the head to be ' ^ P^y®*® occasimially. 

shaved, and cold cloths to the scalp ; also, I i he general health better ; tlie aspect 
5xiv. of blood to he taken, if the pulse would the sore much improved, and the sur- 
bear it. The blood was slightly buffed on ! rounding inflammation abating ; the pain 
some parts of its surface. | diminislied; Omit the pills, and 

lowing ' continue the safsaparilla. 

^ *26, Has been fumigating the sore for the 

• jtasl w'eek, and taking the pil. sap. c. opio, 
\ V - |gr. v. Omni. Mocte, again, continuing also the 
sarsaparilla. The sore is very much im- 
Toved, presenting now a clear, liealthy. 
granulating surface ; the gums rather lender 
with the fumigation. Continue. 

^ov, 19. Her mouth has been kept affect- 
d by the fumigation for about a fortnight, 
and she has continued the sursuparilio all 




Died at half* past two on tV t 
morning. 

Pott- mortem Efamlnation, at 
o'clock. 

Immediately beneatli the dii 
found a considerable effusion oi 
the surface of the right hemisp. 
cerebrum, and great lurgescencei 
aels of the pia mater of the onpo.; 

The substance of thd-brain prei^nted strong I";':* 7“"“ •‘ur.«ljuni.n a.i 

mtrk. of T«oul.r .ud. on boin; ! “ “ ‘8,’ ''' "P*™ P‘ ** ‘‘“"“f 

r«no«d from tbo .kull. .h. po. orior lobe " »' /P® eyelid 

of th. right bem^rbere n». 'found to 1 ’’“V* ‘r“‘ 7° ‘‘“''“y*'*,’ “■* 

muohkcrated. burbo o..r«....u.d blo^ /f/'”/'"' V > r*‘“ “ 

m» di.corere<i at tb. b..., of the .lull ; . ! ‘ X 
fracture of the basis extended from the left • ^ ‘ 

exiernal angular proce-ss of the frontal bone 
across the orbital plate, downwards, and 

across the sello turcica, nmning backwards ! opehations. 

the whole length of tlie petrous portion of 
the temporal hone, over the cavity of the 
internal ear ; a bloody seroas effusion within i 
the theca vertt braUs, ami, iu some places, 


Mr. Vincent removed the left leg of Eli- 
xabeth Fletcher, wtat, 15:5, at the superior 
ex rernii y of the lower third of the femur. 
I ke knee had been long diseased, and the 


blood extrovasalcff into the substance ofipHtient exccetiinglv reduced iu strength by 
the spinal marrow itself. Hlood was also ju. i he operator 'made a double tlap ; six 
found extravasuled and coagulated in the ! urteiics were secured, 
cervical portion of the vertt hrn) canal exltr- i 
nal to the tlieca. The laceration of the! 


brain was on the opposite side to that which 
immediately received the blow. 


Afr. V incent took off the right leg of 
William Hawes, a'tnt. 23, at the same part 
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STRANGULATED SCROT^J^flERNIA. 


of tile feifftnr. This operatioi was ™c:>- 
formed in consequenee of p -^uTSicdis- 
eased knee, wl)ic|i the destruc- 

tion of the^ Mrfc acid. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


STRANGUT.AIED SCROTAL IIKHNIA 

JorjN PrN'NisoTox Tyi,y, jelBt. 61, on 
emaciated subject, admitted under tlie care i 
of Mr. White, on Mondiiy, 17lli Novcnibef^j 
witli sfrflnjrulated sciotai hernia. 'J’lie pa- 
tient had had a reducible hernia for about u 
year. The Saturday previous to Jus aduiis- 
BtOD, after some exertion, an additional por- 
tion of {,mt deecended* and symptotris of 
Btranj^iilation appeared, ^»o applicotion was 
made for medical aid until the next day, 
when the usual means of reduclion were 
employed without success. The »ur; 


i(t»inbiHcii8, and greiit tenderaew of 
- -^omen. 'The cotinienumce is palMd 
and anxious; respiration hurried aneb con- 
strained ; pulse small, irregular, and fre- 
quent. No nlvine evacuation has taken 
place frr four dayo, ami vomiting of facial 
matter has twice occurred. Tlie prelimi- 
nary remedies Laving been promptly re- 
I sorted to, but without success, Mr. White 
proceeded, with the aid of Mr, Guthrie and 
Mr. W, B. Lynn, to j>irf(^itt the operation. 

The patient being laid tUpiiu*, with the 
thigh bent upon the pelvis to an angle of 40°, 
Mr. White laid hold of the scrotum, and 
immediately ascertained the existence of a 
hydrocele. An inci^on was then mode 
about three inches fn length, in the lon- 
gkudiiial axis of the tumour, Seyeral strata 
of condensed cellutmr tissue w<*te dissec- 
ted with the greatest care, and a small 
sac, containing about td‘o of peL 

lucid serum, was opitmed.' TOs the ope- 
rator supposed to have been the sent oi an 
old hernia, being situated exactly in front of 
the true sac, which was then immediately 
opened. 'I’he intestine wliich presented, 
was of a dark port-wine colour, studded 
with greenish spots, and emitliug a gSn- 
gtenous odour ; the greatest caution was 
consequently necesjsary in letorning it into 
the belly, and Mr. White, with that view, 
made a very free division of the stricture. 
As strong adhesions e.visted rotmd the neck 
of the Site, iu the abdominal cavity, the 
whole of the intestine wa.s not returned, 
and the hydrocele not Jiaving been opened, 
the wound was clothed in the usual iiiiiiiner. 

'The patient, during the operation, which 
lasted about filYeea minutes, did not niake 
much deraimstruiion of pain. In thnt time 
twelve ounces of port wine were adminis- 
lercd to him. Pul.se weak and irritnhie. On 
being put into bed, the Icllowing draught 
was given, and ordered to be repealed oc- 
casiomdly : — * 

Ijt; Spii’.fftherU suJfih., yj.; ’ 

Ctmf. amnat, 5SS, 

• Mht jj. ; M. ft. folio. 

Half an hour after the operation lie died. 

Posl-maitem Examination Iwinly four hours 
after death. 

The peritoneal coat of the small guts was 
injr-cted Uirougbont, and, in many purls, the 
mu.;culiir and mucous coats were affected 
with innamiiiatiou opposite the wound; 
about eigliteeii inches of the ileum were 


* EdwardDarley, mtst. 16, was 

brought on the Operating fable at five mi- 
nutes past one, to undergo the operation of 
lithotomy by Mr. Earle. Gn introducing 
the staff, Um! bladder not being much dia- 
lendeil, the operator was (jtnable to strike 
the stone. The instrument was withdrawn, 
and three other staffs introduced ; but though 
about half an hour was occupied by Messrs, 
liiarle, Vincent, Lawri^ace, aud Stanley, in 
trying to come iU contact with the stone, 
they were unable to dq^fio. Some thought 
the staffs were in the urethra^ some in the 
bladder, and some detained at the prostrate. 

During the Whole of this ])eriod the patient 
was suffering great pain. Mr. Earle then 
introduced the staff' lie had first used, hav- 
ing altered its curve, and, without further 
difficulty, came upon the stone. At 26 
minutes and a half 10 two, he began to make 
the first incision, and extracted the calculus 
in four minutes afterwnrd.s. After having 
made the incision into the bladder with 
iiiizard’s knife, he introduced it a second 
time, to enlarge it. 'I’lie stone was of a 
mulberry kind, the size of a large walnut, 
rather of an oval form, and extremely rough. 

After it was nenrly brought out, the opm- 
tof lost liis grasp, ‘aud tberelbru tlie forcqis 1 , , - , . 

were obliged to be introduced again before j intestine was not returned, 

it was brought away. Mr. Lawrence held ! having been opened, 
the staff. wound rlnii.i^r1 in ftio i!i£>i»1 


' "i eigiiueu incut's ot the ileum were 

consulted, recommended his immediate re- 1 -augrenous, aud insulated by adhesions from 
movul to an hos[)it;il. Another day, how- [ tj,e general cavity of the abdomen and iieJ- 
<^yer, lost, b^tore this stdvice was com- 1 vis. 'i'he spcriuutic cord was situated be* 

nllpH WItU unri liA «)»r« wi/ » ! 1 *_A .. 1. . * « • 1 


plied with, and he was not admitted until 
ten o’clock this morning. 

'I'Ke hernial tumour ia large* and exces- 
sively aeuuUvs. lie. complams of pain 


hind the sac, wliich was every where adhe- 
rent to the adjacent parts* 



rnJit'TOBE^TUMOBR. 
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GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMA 


CASnS OF FRACTURE OP THE CRANIUM. 

Don A LD M*InnE 8 wasadniitted (Nov, 4) with 
B wound extending over the right eyebrow, 
winch he had received from an iron block, ! 
nttoched to the rigging df a vessel, falling on I 
his head. The wound was nearly ten inches 
in length, and, by introducing the finger, a ! 
fissure could he fdt in the bone. On one j 
side of the head, there uras a puffy swelling | 
of considerable si*e, and, posteriorly, a se- 1 
cond wound, half ihe exteirt of the other, j 
froffli which there issued a free discharge of 
anerial bfood. Blood, it was stated, had 
also flowed from the ear* An incision was 
made oyer the fraetiM^ piece of hone, 
which w'as found j^relved and detached, 
two inches hnlfi^rleiigth, ond one and 
a half in breanthii It iTas removed, along 
with eight ff&gihents, jiM the edges of the 
woutid broughf toge^er. The operation 
was, however, productive of no benefit, the 
patient dying on lite table, a few minutes 
after its performance. When admitted into 
tiie hospital, ho was quite furious, requiring 
the exertions of several of the pupils to de- 
tain him ill bed ; but for some time previous 
to his being brought into the operating 
theatre, he had been in a state of coma. 
The body was not inepecled. 

On the same day, Donald M'Millan was 
admitted with an injury of o similar noture, 
received in tlie snrae way, and at the same 
time, with the preceding patient. From tlie 
middle of the sagittal suture, there was a 
wound three inches iu length, extending to 
the posterior part of the head, and, corre- 
spondiwg with this, a portion of bone was 
found detached, and irregularly depressed. 
A considerable quantity of blood had been 
lost, and the right arm, although it presented 
no appeirrance of injury, was benumbed and 
powerless. Tim patient was quite sensible, 
giving a correct reply to any question that 
was asked him. Hospiration was uuailected ; 
pupils natural, and pulse 7o. 

'J'liis man was operated on before the 
lolt, and was nearly an hour on the table. 
Tlio original wound was enlarged, and 
fmother made at a right angle witJh the 
fimt, extending over the left parietal hone. 
The depressed portion was now seen, be- 
tween tR’o and three inches m length, and 
half an inch in breadth. This was broken 
into many small piecfi, some of which were 
firmly fixed under the surrounding cranium, 
and one fVagment, in parficulnr, was found 
driven through the dura mater, penetrating 
tlie substance of the brain. The trephine 
waa applied to the left of tl»e depressed 
bone, aad one angular projection, which 


ined after the circular portion bad been 
removed with Hey’s saw. 
The broken with the eleva- 
tor, and I mm i iiliii some 

of which were, of consitfer/: 
afterwords picked out of the 
tlie forceps. There was only one vessel v, 
tied during the operation, and about an 
ounce of blood lost. This case also termi- 
nated fatally. Among other unfavourable 
symptoms, in a few days a funguf appeared 
in the wound. A|tenipts were made to re- 
strain its growtli by pressure, but w'itbout 
success. It gradtially increnseJ, and on the 
Iftb November, four or five ounces of blood 
were discharged from ^ts surface. The pa- 
tient died during tlie night of the same day, 
rhe fungus wms of tlie size of a ben’s egg, 
of a spongy consistence, and dark brown 
colour. It appeared to be a diseased por- 
tion of the substance of the brain, protrud- 
ing tlirough an aperture in the dura mater, 
and extending downwards nearly to the roof 
of the lateral ventricles. Aiiteiior to this, 
there was a small abscess, and in the ventri- 
cles, a (piantity of serum. The wound of 
the scalp was thickened and sloughy. 

FUNGOUS T1 MOUR OF THE NOSIRIL. 

Donald M'Queen, aged 70, was admitted 
into the llosjtital by Dr. Cotiper, on the 
13th November, with a fungous tumour in 
the right nostril. U hied profusely wliett 
touched, and a thin fetid fiuid constantly 
exuded from its surface. The right cheek 
was more prominent than the left; and the 
roof of the mouth corresponding with the 
floor of tlie nostril, soft and protuberant, 
live eyeball was pressed forward half an 
inch from its s icket, and from the gum, 
which was softened and spongy, there issued 
a slight purulent discharge. The teeth 
were also loose, and in addition to the af- 
fection of the eyeball, slight eclropiiim of 
the low^er eyelid bad taken place, with dis- 
tension of the Inclirymal sac, and consequent 
epiphora. Vision was impaired, and around 
the orbit the patient sometimes felt severe 
pam, extending backwards over the scalp, 
generally followed by bleeding from the 
nose, which, lie staled, always afforded him 
immediate relief. A few days after his ad- 
mission, the third and fourth grinders were 
removed, and on (aeumg made into the 
antrum. Some bloooilowed, but no tumour 
could be felt by the probe, and tepid water, 
when injected through the perforation, 
issued freely by the nostril, bringing awoy a 
quantity of inspissated pus. The tumour in 
the nostril was removed with the polypue 
forceps, and by continuing the injection, a 
large quantity of solid matter wms dis- 
charged. 'I'epid water was afterwards daiJy 
injected, and, in a short time, the distension 
of the lachrymal sac and epiphora, had, in 
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a great measure, subsided. Vision aka 
rapidly improved, *’* 

— 

STBIC ^URSiP .vUTHRA WITH FISTULA. 

fj', .^uioanx J'letclier, aged 66, was admit- 
(Oct. 26) with indurated aweilinga, of 
a dull red colour, spread over the perineum, 
and reaching upwards to the external abdo- 
minal ring. In the left side of the peri- 
neum thefa was a fistulous opening, into 
which Q probe could be parsed to a consider- 
able extent, but no communication, either 
with the scrotum or urethra, could be de- 
tected, Above Poupart’a ligament there 
woa a soft flucluatiu" sw'elling, extending 
towards the spine of iiie ilium, the contents 
of which could, by pressure, be made to 
pass through the Ltuln in the perineum. 
The prostate gland was of natural size, hut 
about an inch anterior to it a hard callous 
stricttjre could be felt ; the urine was void- 
ed with difficulty, and in a small stream. 
The fiatient stated, that he had been subject 
to stricture for the last years ; and that, 
about five weeks before he come into the 
Hospital, while exerting himself, he felt a 
sudden pain in both his groins. His urine, 
when voided, shortly after this occurrence, 
was of a reddish colour, and, a few days 
afterwards, the swelling in the perineum 
began ; this continued to increase until it 
burst, a short time previous to his admission. 
The abscess in the groin was opened, and a 
ranaU quantity of bloody, purulent matter 
evacuated. A poultice was afterwards ap- 
plied to the perineum and groin, and a 
catheter ordered to be kejjt constantly' in 
the urethra. Nothing worthy of notice took 
place for eight or ten days, but, on the 7ih 
November, a discharge of florid blood took 
place from the opening in the groin, and 
also, in smaller quantity, from that in the 
erineura ; about three pounds were lost 
efore the bleeding was stopped. The j>a- 
tient died on the 10th. 

'J'lie abscess was situated under the com- 
mon integuments, extending to the anterior 
spinous process of the ilium, and also near 
to the umbilicus. Near the symphysis 
pubis it got under the cord, and descended 
along the left side of the perineum to the 
anus ; wlien opened, its inner surface was 
slougiiy, and found to ^tain a small quan- 
tity of purulent matteff The bladder was | 
thickened, but tbe vessel from which the 
blo0d had issued could not be discovered. 

The unfortunate nurse, whose case was 
lately published, died about a week ago. 
The ini^ectiott of the body was privately 
conducted ; and altiiough a written request 
was sent to the Visiting Jsurgeon.s of the 
Infirmary to make known the post-mortem 
appearances, no attention was paid to it. 1 


they mean to justify this departure 
i^^he usual practice of, the Hospital, by 
the jUiful subterfuge, that the nurse was 
a private patient.” If candour and justice 
be forgotten, they surely ought, for their 
own Bakes, to pay some attention to con- 
sistency. How much this really is attend- 
ed to may easily be estimated, from their 
treating a patient one day, in a public 
ward, pretending to explain the nature 
of a case to the students of which they 
themselves were ignorant ; and when that 
patient is dead— when an opportunity haa 
occurred of setting aside all doubt on the 
accident, and ascertaining ita real nature— 
uTiblushingly tell us, that she was a private 
patient, li is now to be presumed, that 
the diseased appearances of this patient are 
not to be made knowni liowever useful or 
instructive such inn)f|fd]i|ition might' be, or 
however much it iA%bi;\f;&able thaaludeut 
to avoid a aimilar ei*oj|^ 4«lta^^ be- 

cause she was a jtrimU fwiient, as is pretend- 
ed, but merely because aifah information 
would expose tbe ignorance of one of tbe 
hospital surgeons. 


HOTEL-DIEU, AT NANTES. 

DYSF.NTERY TIRMINATING IN GANOBKNfl, 
AND I>£Hr0RAT10N OF THE INTESTINES. 
Bncephahid Tumour of the Liver, penetrating 
into the Thorax, Cicatrix in the tubstance of 
the Brain, 

.Ful. Houlier, aetat. .5,5, of an athletic con- 
stitution, and habitually in the enjoyment of 
excellent health, having, for three weeks, 
been aflected with great debility, loss of 
appetite, pains in the bowels, and sangui- 
neous diarrheea, was, on the 11th of June, 
admitted into the Hospital. At this period 
he complained of anorexia, violent colic 
pains, and fenesrotis ; the abdoiiea w'as 
somewhat tympanitic, but not tender on 
pressure ; the tongue wu red and dry; the 
thirst violent ; skin dry aixi hot ; the pulse 
natural ; the daily number of stools varied 
from ten to twelve. He had a large cicatrix 
on the right cheek, extending from the mid- 
dle of the molar bone over the Sygomatic 
arch, to the temporal suture; it was the 
consequence of a wound wl>ich he had re- 
ceived iu the war of La Vendee. After the 
repeated application of leeches to the anu.s, 
and under the use of mucilaginous potions, 
the diarrlima diminished, but the fever aug- 
mented, and delirium acce<led. 

On liie 1.5tli, tlie pulse was very full, 
strong, and frequent; the skin hot, face 
pulled up, conjunctiva injected, eyes bright, 
tongue red ^nd moist; the abdomen was 
free from pain, and there was no dianbcca, 
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eruption. 


but furious delirium. The potient 
been tvrice bled, tlie sflectioa of the (need 
and the fever subsided, but the diarrlifxa 
re<Bppeared witl» increased violence and fre- 
quency; the stools were very foetid, and 
sometimes passed involuntarily ; the abdo- 
men was somewhat tender on pressure ; six 
leeches were applied to it. 

On the ^Ith, the countenance of the pa- 
tient was suddenly altered, very pale, and 
expressive of the greatest anxiety ; the ab- 
domen w'as perfently free from paiu ; the 
■tools were involuntary, and had a truly 
gangrenous smell ; the extremities were 
cold ; the poAae eould not be felt, dec., and 
in the evening be expired. 

tiMpiclM Cad«Virii» 

Under the cicatrix of tj^e face the inte- 
guments %ere firmly adherent to the bones, 
and the squamous portion of the temporal 
bone consisted only of a very thin osseous 
layer, so that, on the least pressure, the 
scalpel entered into the cavity of the brain. 
The internal surface of the right temporal 
bone was rougli, and covered with osseous 
and cartilaginous excrescences, to which 
the coverings of the brain were firmly at- 
taclied. The pia mater was much injected, 
and contained a small quantity of serum. 
In the anterior and middle portion of the 
right hemisphere, a cellular intersection 
was found, corresponding with the external 
wound, and going through the substance of 
the brain towards the lateral ventricle, from 
which it was separated by a very tliin layer 
of medullary substance. This intersection 
showed a large and compressed cyst, di- 
vided into n number of amoll cells, which 
were filled with a serous liquid, and the 
parietes of which were of such a delicate 
structure that they burst on the slightest 
jrressure. The medullary substance round 
this cellular intersection, and the other parts 
of the brain, exhibited no morbid alteration ; 
the left lung was slightly adlierent to the 
pleura, but ia a healthy condition ; that of 
the right side was, at its inferior surface, 
firmly adherent to the diaphragm, by means 
of s fibro -cartilaginous tissue, which, hav- 
ing been divided, in order to oblsin access 
to the a;>oneurotic centre of the diaphragm, 
the Isiter was found perforated to a con- 
siderable extent. The rrpjier part of the 
right lung was healthy ; its iuferwr lobe 
contained an excavation of the sixe of an 
orange, which was filled by s green, putrid, 
and very feetid maijfer. 'ihe heart was 
healthy. Tite perforation of the diaphrogm 
was on inch in diameter ; its margins were 
softened, and in a condition approaching to 
thot of enceplialoid tumours. The surface 
of the liver was very rough, and odherent 
to the diaphragm, by means of a fibro-car- 
tilsginous tissue, which being removed, an 


.iir!!t! 5 *Hg^cavalion was found in the liver, 
comniuni^TiwC' r-yrith the aportute in the 
diaphragm, and fiA^..nu l h a thick, putrid, 
pultaceous matter; it 
whole of the upper half of 
presented, in its centre, a softened enc^ 
phaloid tumour, which was united to the 
tissue of the liver by means of a very deli- 
cate cellulo-vascular texture, from whicli it 
could be easily detached, 'i'he peritoueum 
and epiploon exhibited some traces of in- 
fiammatioD, and tne intestines were adhe- 
rent to one another. The mucous membrane 
of the stomach, duodenum, and small in- 
testines, was healthy : that of the large in- 
testines was extensivHy ulcerated and gan- 
grenous. In the middle of the trausverse 
portion of the colon there was an eschar of 
two inches in diameter, which, in its cir- 
cumference, had produced a perforation. 
The vena cava contained a thick, dark-co- 
loured blood, in which some whitish matter 
was found, which had much resemblance to 
the liquid contained in the cavity of the 
liver. — Revue Mddieale, 


HOPITAL SAINT LOUIS. 

PUSTULAR VEKEREAL ERUPTION, TREATED 
BY TUB SUBCARBONATE CP AStMONXA. 

P. M., 3B years old, emaciated, and of a 
very weak constitution, observed, in the 
month of July, a particular eruption on his 
forehead ; this having been suppressed for r 
time, by a nostrum, the composition of which 
was unknown, soon returned again, with a 
tendency to form ulcers, and began to spread 
over the whole body. On his admission into 
the hospital, in September, under the care 
of M. Bieit, he was, in the following state ; 
— Almost the whole of his body, but especi- 
ally the inferior extremities, were covered 
with ulcerating pustules of difierent sizes ; 
in the centre of each pustule there was a 
prominent, black, very hard crust, sur- 
rounded by a white ulcerating margin ; the 
epidermis round the ulcers presented a 
copper- coloured defined areola. In thoso 
pustules, wiiere the crusts had been de- 
tached, the surface was excavated, much 
injected, and covered by greyish-white, 
tenacious matter; the skin, between the 
pustules, exhibited livid blotches, the soars 
of former ulcers. The patient had, in 181-4, 
successively been ulFected with gonorrhan, 
chancre, and bubo, and liad never had re- 
course to a proper mercurial treatment ; he 
was married, and his wife, wdio had borne 
several healthy children, had never pre- 
sented any signs of infection. Ills geneial 
health was good. 

M. Biett, having for some time employed 
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riraakrfuiiiigttkmi, «ndtkeia»li2jJl»<J^^ i***''"^ iJm 

prescrikd the subcwbooaU^rflllffifflffi/ sSP le««iis, at brat, lowe ttd '•'"'t'*”’ 
from llie use of wljiclv«W^a«Jj in similar whiai were again covered wiUi scales, 
cases, i l — '^"iri-rir‘-iT eff«*ctB ; after repeated desipiamation the iiitegu* 

*•'**“ * dracbm dally, and this, meats gradually assumed thcirnaturid colour 
7?.vigoorne very well, and without the least and appearance, so that it was found un* 

* disturbance of the digestive organa, the necessary to continue the use of the 
dose was afterwards increased to two, and i cine for more than four weeks, after widen 
even to three, drachms, 'i'lie crusts were i periotl* the vapour-bath having been em* 
gradually dt‘tac!»ed, and the exoavaled ulcers ployed for some time, the patient was per» 
became more superlicial, and assumed a fectly cured.-— Jaimwi i/eWvmadaire, 
healthy appearance; soothat the patient,! 

after having used the suhearbonate ofam-[ ' -m i miui . ■ nm.nn 

Wmi.f.rt*emyd.y,,ivMperf«Uycu.ed.i „ dwqBmHH. of tri 

I wAanorvAattiK^ftoa wwnoct- 


PSORIASIS INVElnitATA, SUCCESSFULLY GtNTLEMEK.-l hm loiir bid it h 
TttEATFD BV THE ARSENICAL SOLUTION, contemplation to the mcdlcal men 

Xa V. Host, s.‘tat. 39, of a vigorous constitu* resident in the Ward 'off iltingdc^ WitlioUt, 
tioD, w'us, on the 7th of September, admit- on the propriety of, indeed itecefsity 
ted into the Hospital, under the care of JVI. for, establishing a **Me4i^B<!H«f Society/' 
Biett. Ilaviug, up to his eighteenth year, on a somewhat navel, Jl'ot X trust a moro 
enjoyed good health, he observed, at this effectual plan than has as far as I 

period, without any previous cause, a scaly am aw'ore, been adopted,' ‘ 
eruption on his legs and thighs ; the scales You must, Sir, hava JMl Irequent oppor* 
were very small, dry, of a whitish colour, tunities of l^owiag tiiat the Dispensaries, 
and slightly adherent to the skin, from wliich as at preseo; constituted, cannot afford that 
they were detached by the lca«<t friction, assistance to the poor which U is the oh- 
leaving some elevation and reduess. In this ject of the charitable subscribers should be 
state the patient continued for several years, given. You well know the time and at- 
without any disturbance of the constitution; tention required to be devoted even to a 
sometimes, especially in w'iuter, the erup- private practice, and that but little of either 
tion disappeared entirely ; but, on return- can be spared for oUier pursuits ; yet, ac- 
ing, it iaseusibly extended over the whole cording to the present system, two or three 
body, and the scales began to change into professional gentlemen are expected, in con- 
thick crusts, which were ffriidy attached to uexiou with such practice, to attend not 
the skin. During the last three years he unfrequenlly es many hundreds of poor in- 
Imd been much addicted to drinking, iu valid8,inany of whom are too ill to leave 
eonsequence of which the disease had be- their homes, or even their beds! With Uie 
come 80 serious as to induce liim to seek most iiidefutigable exertions, (for which in* 
for medical aid. When admitted into the deed I willingly give them credit,) liow can 
Hospital he iiad, for the last six mouths, medical ntteudauts ailbrd that grave and 
been in the following slate 'I’he whole deliberate consideration which the cases of 
body, witli the exeejiiioii of the parts ex- the poor, equally with the rich, lequirel— 
posed to the air, and the genitals, was cover- They cannot. The visits to the patients' 
ed wiih large, irregularly oval crusts, of ditfe- houses, and frequently a portion of the 
rent thicknesses; their surface was hesK attendance at the Di|pensary, mustevi- 
with white scales, which, according to their deiitly be, and in fadi arc, delegated to 
locgifr or shorter standing, were mote or others. 

less firuily atiached to the parts beneolh. J uni not called upon to discuss tlie com* 
The skin over the jaiuls, and of the thighs, pelency of the substitutes, chiefly sludenuj 
was covered with very thick, rigid cru.sts, for, admitting their cajiabilil^V, still the 
with large furrow’s iilled by a bloody icho- poor sufferers and the suhsenheri have a 
rous matter, so that the patient was almost right to expect ultcnduuce, and regular at* 
ontircly deprived of the use of his limbs, tendance loo, from those whom iho patienU 
His general health was not affected, Jiis di- frequently ultetu their particular atteadaot 
geation was good, dtc. After a bleeding of from among the gentlemen ostensibly their 
ten ounces, luul the use of some aperients, medical advisers, 
lil, Biett prescribed the arsenical solution, I’he plan propo.sed is briefly this 

ofw'iiichthe patient took four drops daily, 1st. That each practitioner residing in 

and this dose was afterwards gradually in- the Ward of Farringdor. Without, to whom 
creased to twelve drops. The effect on the the plan is agreeable, shall see, at a certain 
cutaneous disease was astonishing; the hour every morning, at his own house, all the 
crusts, which before liad been remarkable really distressed poor who may apply, pre- 
fer their rigidity and torpid appearance, sciibe for (hem, and send them with tlie 


i 



preicriptlon to be compounded ut lo^ 
tral place—liereafter to be selected, j j 
Sdly. That each practitioner agree, if 
called upon, to visit not less than two poor 
patients at their own houses daily. 

Lastly, 'i lmt a patient mny rfttiuost a con* 
•ultatiou of either of the medical men en* 
rolled in the society with the ox^ already in 
attendance ; and that each ftodall agree to 
meet in such eonauliaibn if called upon 
to do so. 

By the above plan, properly matured. 1 
hnuibly coiiceirev that t»ot only would the 
opr be mi^tjally bm^tited, but that a 
rotherhood 0^ I may be allowed the ex* 
pr^sicn} be establiahed of the prac* 

Btionet| |%i^hout the word, to the eter- 
s^fd tthnil^atl^ of gll igtoosity, rivalry, or 
tmfriendly 

l^vj^jDpiMUdef the funject W'pitby your 
eonsiaeratioa, may 1 request the favour of 
meetinij: yoU| jyij|h the other medical gentle* 
mgA pf thqr.^a|d| at Mr* Croum’s Hotel, 
Bouverie pa Tuesday next, Lfeoem* 

her 9, nt seven. O^tdpek in ihe evening pre* 
cispjy, when any new suggestions or alte- 
ratious may be discussed and decided upon, 
before tlie public is invited to sanction the 
undertaking. 

1 remain, Gentlemen, 

Vour obedient servant, 

Slptisivs Wray. 
9, Sslisbhiy Square, fleet Street. 


VBTEaiNARY COl.LfOB* 

To (h^ Editor of' The Lancet. 
Siu,-—! send you a letter* (or rather a 
certilicale) ftpiu Prpfessoi Coleman, of the 
“ Hoyal Veterinary College,’’ upon the 
aounduesa of a horse, which soundness was 
in quenUpn, in the cause of *' Kdmonds v. 
i)obsoiL”which was tried on the l9Ui inst,, 
in the Court of Common Pleas* 

This npiiiiun was taken upon the occa- 
sion pf the horse being sent to the College 
£or examioation, accompanied by the card oi 
jC.prd Kisiiiaird ; and after the horse had 
been subjected to au hour’s apparent exaiui* 
Uillipo hy the great Professor, and a multi- 
tude of other Professors of the College, both 

;vvr " ' """ ' ■ 

* My Lord,~l am directed by Professor 
Coleman to present his respectful compli- 
ments, and to statu that he perceives no 
marks of unsoundneas in the home sent for 
examination, hut he is aged, and has done 
1 good deal of work. 

1 Uaye tiie honour to be 
Your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 
N. J. Mouton. 

Xloyal Veterinary College, 
dune 1828. 


l||efitnnd small, (then and thare present, 
the accoinpsnying certifi- 
cote washlmliill^jUe person briugiug the 

The horse was, as h at 

this time, vis., June lost, in the 
the learned Professor, (I think he calls him- 
self jiresident.) and also of, at least, twenty 
other incipient and learned Professors, 
sound, though old; but th (7 could not 
make the animal young again ; and when I 
Imd subpoenaed Pje leanu^ $oi dimnt Presi- 
dent, in doing which I sent to him the 
customary fee of a sovereign, and for whicli 
attendance, in all not on hour, he, previ- 
ously to the trial, demanded “ his ««««/ fee ” 
of five guineas, besides another half guinea 
for the previous inspection of the liorse, 
and the previous opinion, as it afterwurds 
turned out, from his own oath, to be, that 
both be and bis colleagues had given. And 
when the learned and profound-looking 
Professor had driven himself in his trium- 
phal car, the whole of the distance from the 
Uoyal Vtterinary College to Weatmiustex 
Hall, there to astonish a “ common jury*’ 
and “ leuniftd judge,*' with all that he knew, 
and more too, almut structure and fimc- 
tion,’* and God knows what cite, he, the 
aforesaid learned Professor, and 1 hy no 
means wish to impute to him any sordid in* 
fiuenees, or to have it inferred that he was, 
in the least, hufied at my refusing, out of 
justice to my client, to comply with his de- 
mands, reiterated, as they were, even while 
the cause was trying, with a deal of perti- 
nacity, distinctly and positively swore, mi 
being examined, that the horse was at, and 
from the 17 til day of May last, up to the 
then presimt time, the lOih instant, an 
unsound horse, he having an ossillcation of 
the cartilages of the hoof, and which opinion 
he must have formed from an inspection of 
only one minute’s duration of the horse (and 
that, too, alter the professor had been 
in the witness-box) at the door of West- 
minster Hall, and, ns I firmly believe, from 
having also previously heard the opin- 
ions of Professor Sew’ell, and of Professor 
Lythe, of the Horse Baaaur, that the horse 
was unsound, it having an ossification of the 
CRitilnge of the hoof, and which Professor 
Sewell described to be “ a gradual ihing, un- 
less produced by some severe exertion,” and 
a *' false ring bone,” so termed by fatriers. 
In May last, and near a moath before oui 
leanied President, and bis conclave of luini- 
imrics of the veterinary urt, had examined 
the horse, which was declared, at the trial, 
by those who had seen and rode him almost 
daily, for the last four years, never to have 
either limped, shown lameueasi weakness, 
ox over-fatigue. 

1 remain, Six, Your humble servant, 
Hs&aERT Llqko* 



m WATERLOO.BRIDGyjMEMARY. 

P.S. Aftertlie trial was over, ** required to be opened, and it 

professor applied to me forj}t«';>r^t\jt or the aii^s is opewn? at that honr. 
lialf*gtiineo previoaslv '^'^Jined by him for Fourtlil}’, I wait for my superiors (they 
the abovejaM*^!^ j*. "'It is almost needless treat me as their equal, 1 am proud to say, 
t;^*t»g oorh him, as its value really »nd friend) at loog as they wish, and 1 con- 
—nothing, to his infinite chagrin. sider it duty so to do. A few words 
more, and 1 have done ; the sarcasm aimed 


ROYAL UmERSAL INFIRMARY FOR CHIL* 
ORBN, WATERLO^O BRIDOS. 

To /he Editor ^ The Lancet. 

Sir,— *Tn your Inyt Number appears a 
letter, signed “ One of the Committee.” 
Of tlie attack; made upon the medical offi* 
cers as a body, some notice probably will 
be sent to your office this evening. 1 shall, 
therefore, confine myself to a few points 
which concern myself. 

In the first place, the rules enumerated 
by One of the Committee,” apply to in> 
patients. The intention of the founder of 
this Institution was, that it should be at 
once an infirmary and a dispensary. There 
were to be four words for the reception of 
surgical cases only. Two have been finished, 
but, from causes it is unnecessary to men- 
tion, have been converted to other purposes. 
Had the benevolent intentions of the founder 
ever been carried fully into efl'ect, 1 should 
have felt it my duty either in person, or by a 
representative, to have Ven always present. 
The case, however, is difi'erent, it is an in- 
firmary^ in name only. All serious accidents, 
as we cannot take ony in, are, as is generally 
the case, taken to the hospitals. Four, only, 
in the space of nearly four years, have been 
brought to roe, and three of these were car- 
ried to St. Thomas’s andtiuy's. It is not 
necessary, therefore, nor have the Gover- 
nors ever thought it so, that after the hours 
of business, their house-surgeon should not 
indulge himself in a walk, read the papers, 
or dine, and take w'ioe with a friend. From | 
ten in the morning, till four, five, or six, in 
the orteroocn, as it may happen, I ham mt, 
onanyoecation, quitted the Infirmary. 

Secondly, the patients never come, nor 
ever came before my time, to have their 
.medicines repeated between ibtir and six 
o’clot'k. They attend at our usual hours for 
examining, are spoken to, and if going on 
well, have, then, the same kind of medicines 
repeated. It is unnecessary, therefore, tc 
be in attendance at these hours. 

Thirdly, ten o'ehuck, not nine, ( see recom- 
mendatory letter,) is the hour when the In- 

* The gentlemen who style themselves 

the medical officers” to the above In- 
firmary, have also forwarded a letter, which 
shall be inserted nevl week. 


at my two friends, the physicians, in tl»e 
words, •* extensive practice, and exalted 
stations,” will create a smile only ; the 
shaft will full harmlesa } “ telum imbelle 
sineictu.” ■ 

It only remains to 'ad|, Sir, that it is to 
be hoped the next^me yoeirc^rrespoodent 
favouis you with a comiaini|i^Dn, he will 
have the coura^ to affix bis'^ame to it, as 
the medical officers will whom 

to thank for his Idndliatl, Gover- 

nors at large leaii#||i|p*^^;aitd?!«^ 
tions the Koytrl Itmrfiuiif 
indebted.' 

1 am, Sir, Yonr obediatt servant^ 

J. WooDiiAat,,MouBe-Sui|eon. 
Dec. 9, 1828. 
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wm xpecWly appoint- 
«d for lint excited the moat in- 

tense infcereat* Xidipif before the aittiiig of 
the ;4onrt, at bftlf-pMt nine o'clock, the dif- 
ferent aveottes leading into the court were 
so crowded, that there was scarcely any 
poaaibility of for^hlT o passage. It was 
with the utmotp; difficulty, with tlie most 
active assistance t^eonatables and the offi- 
tcis of the eonicti that counsel, jury, and 
w'itnesaeH could obtain an entrance. Almost 
every hospital i^geou and eminent prac- 
titioner itt Londdia was {-resent, besides ao 
immense number cf students. 

At half- past mna o'clock, the defendant 
appeared in person on the door of the court. 
Mr. Brougham and Mr. Kelly, his counsel, 
were also present. "Sir Jftjues Scarlett, Mr. 
F. Pollock, Mr, Scarlett, aud Mr. Platt, 
w ere counsel the plaiutiff. Only six spe- 
cial jurynmu kniwered to their names. 
After some hesltatiou. Sir James Scarlett 
prayed a (alti. The talesmen were then 
called into the boxj hut before they were 
all Sworn, three of the special jurymen, 
who had been previously called and did not 
tajswer^ made their aj>pearance, ntid were 
swiwn. Tliree talesmen were then added 
to the^jury, and, after several of the special 
jurymen liud been iiued for non-attendance, 
the juTy were sworn. 

(in the bench we uotioed $tr A, Cocipar, 
(the uncle of the plaiutiflf,) Mr. Brodte, and 
jSIr. Green. Dr. Roget «at to the left of 
Sir .lames Scarlett, witliijl the bar. 

The defendant, on coming into Court, 
brought with him a enst of a child in the 
position in which n {iatient is tied, when 
undergoing the operaliou of lithotomy, IJe 
had alL> a pelvis, aud cu.<«o of iu»irMinents, 
such as were used on tiie occaatou. lie ap- 
plied to Lord Tenterdim to be socommo- 


dated with a table ; but his Lordship atated, 
that ih consequence of the pressure at the 
doors it was impossiblOLfor him to have his 
wish complied with at present. A table 
was afterwards brought in. 

Mr» Scarlett opened tlie pleadings. The 
declaration charged the defendant with 
aaviug published a certain false, scanda- 
lous, and malicious libel, imputing to the 
plaintiif, Mr. Bransby Cooper, the unskilful 
performance of an opemtion of litliotomy, 
which took place at Guy's Hospital, in 
March last. The defendant had pleaded 
severcl special pleas of justiiicBtian, setting 
forth the matter charged as libellous, and 
averring that the whole of it was true. 

The alleged libel w as contained is Nos. 
359 and 31-0 of a W'eekly publication culled 
Tnn Laucbt, and was in the following 
words:— 

« GUY S HOSPITAL. 

“ The itfieratinn of LUhotomp, hp Mr. Brmuby 
Cooper, whiek lasted neat Ip one hoar! * 

We should be guilty of injnslire towards tbs 
stngulariy-eifled operator, as well as to oar nnOie- 
rooH reaUeri), if we wf'te to omit a ' full, tme.aoil 
ticutur account* of this case. 1 1 w 111, doubtless, 
useful to tlie country ‘ draff’ to ’earn bow 
things »re ij:i»nai-ed by of the privileged order-— 
a iiuspiial Rnrgeon— nephew ead surgeon, and sur- 
gcoii beiMUse he is * nephew.’ 

** The perluiOiMiCe of Urts tn^edy eras nearly as 
follow*;— 

Act 1. The patient'f (a laliouritig niantVom the 
county of Sussex, thick set, ruddy, aud healthy in 
appearaare, and fXi y. ars^ol agt ) w’as pliU'-ed on the 
operating taltle, at a few minutes past one o’clock, 
o.t Tuesday the Ifflh. The only oue t»f the surgical 
stall' present, braide.^ the operator, was Mr. ('alia- 
way. The ceremony of biudiug the patient wo 
need not de’.ail j tite straight sian* whs intrOfluoed, 
ond was held by Mr. Callaway. The first luctsitm, 
through the integumenU, appeared to be freely and 
fairly made^ aud, after a titile dissection, the point 
of the kiiiie was lixeil (apparently) in the groove of 
the staff, which was now taken hold of, am) the 
knltc carried onvrnrds— sotvewAere, A smaliqaaik- 
tity of fluid followed the withdrawal of the knife i 
the forceps were mov banded over, and for some 


> ** 't'he lollow'ing passage occurs in John Bell's 
great work on surgery : Long aud inurderoua 
operatiou-. where tne .surtreon labours for an hour 
ioextractiiig th;t stone, lo tiu- tucviUble destruetioti 
of (be pHUeul.’ 

+ “The pour fellow, wlio low K'T a wife and ais: 
cliildreu, satd, that he ’ caiue to town, to he operated 
upon by I le ‘ navoy ' of the ereal Jjir .Aestley,* ” 


No, an. 
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tiim? atltmpte«l lo bf* iiUrOi1nP0(l,bHt wilhont filers 
‘ I must enliii'se the opeuirti,’ suitl ♦' . ..Hn»r. i 

‘ give me niy uncle’s knife j’ »*•’ .,irnnuMil was| 
jtivcn, and a cut \va;; made ■ .. it, willuml the staff i 

heiTig re-intrn-’- ' lorceps were again used, | 

but as .,,y as before ; they were pushed j 

” ... iu a cuiisitk-rnhle distance, and with iib j 

.^mull (legrte of force. ‘ It.s a lery deep pfrineiim,’ j 
exclaimed the operator. ‘ I can’t reach ihe blad- j 
dcr with niy finger.’ ! 

“ Act 2. The statf re-introduced, and the cutting 
gorget passed along it— various forceps employed ; 
a biuat gorget — a scoop—sounds and staves intro- 
duced at the opening in the perineum. • I really 
can’t conceive the difficulty— Hush ! Hush ! Hon’t 
you, hear the stoue?’ ‘ Uoud (turning to the de- 
inonstrator), have you a long linger? (live me 
another instrumeat— Mow I hare it! (loodtlod! 

1 can hear the stone when ) pHS'> the sound from 
the opening, but the forceps won’t touch it— O 
dear 1 t ) dear ! ’ 

“ Such were the hurried exclartiations of the 
operator. K.very now and then (here was a cry of, 
Hush! which was succeeded by the stillnes's of 
de.atli, broken only by the horrible squash, squash, 
of the forceps in tlte perineum. ‘Oh! let it go— 
pray let it keep in,’ was the constant cry of the 
poor wan. 

“ This act lasted upwards of half an hour ; the 
former upwards of twenty ininutea. The stone was ! 
eventually laid hold of; and never shall we forget 
the triumphant manner in which Ihe Aasistnnt Sur- 
geon raised his arm and flourished the forceps over 
his head, with the stone in their grasp, 'rite ope- 
rator turned to the students and said, ‘ I really 
can’t conceive the cause of the difticulty.’ The 
patient bring oiion the table, bound, while the ope- 
rator was ‘ explaining.’ 

“ The man was put to lied mucli exliBUsted,bnt 
rallied a lew hours afterwards, and leeches were ap- 
plied, ia etmseqiience <>l tenderness of tlie abdomen. 
He passed a reMless nigiit, was in great pain, and 
was bled (rom the arm dti the following morning. 
l..eeclies were applied in the aflenioon, and about 
seven o’clock in tlte evening, death ended the poor 
fellow’s snlferiiigs, about IweiJiy-iiiiie hours alter 
the vipetniion. 

“ La'aminsiinn of the Sody, 

“ There was a very large and sloughy wound 
observable in tliu perineum, and the scrotum w.is 
exceedingly dark-coloured, troar ecfibyniosis. The 
Anger could be pas-sed to the prostate willtoul difft- 
culty, which w'us not det’ply situated; indeed, it 
was the declared opinion <>1 I),-. Hotigkins iind Mr. 
Key, that the man had not a ‘ deep i»<‘rioenm.’ The 
cellular tissue thmuglKint the pelvis wa.s easily 
laccraide, and this wa.s especially thec.ase with the 
portion bciween the bladder and the rertuio,a!l. 
initting of the passage of the finger wj:li great 
facility, and to a considerable distance. There was 
a tolerable fuir lateral section of the prostate and 
neck of the bladder. The gland iLnelf was larger 
than natural, and the portion which is dcsigmUed 
the third lobe, presented a singular appearance, 
being of the si/e of the tip of the little finger, and 
forming a kind of valve at th- neck of the bladder , 
part of this third lobe had a tiark-colnured an|»ear- 
arice, aiid it .seemed as if some stibsinnce Irid heiS'ft 
resting npoii it. The liladrier itself presented no- 
thing remarkable, 

peritoneunr lining the abdominal {Kiricfes 
W. 1 S highly vascular, and there wa» a slight quan- 
tity of tnibid serum in the cavity of thcab lomen 
The kidneys had a luottlcd appeuraijce througbou'. 
their CMlicul substance. 

“There nre two or three points in this case. to 
which we beg parliciilar atteniion , first, the .state- 
ment of Mr. B. I’oojier, at the lime of the operoiiun, 
that he ‘ could not read) the bladder with his fin- 
ger,’ ai) contrasted wjili the fact ol the bladder be- 
ing very readily reiuhed in the post tniirteiti exatni- 
mifhui ; the man not having a deep perineum, Se- 
condlv, tlte circuniKtanre of the Unger passing nrilh 


ji, between the bladder nnd rectum to n great 
Hep. , as considered in connexion with ano(lu*i dc- 
dart ion of Mr. (.’luiper, ihat he could not feel the 
stone with the forceps, until the time of its exlnic- 
tion, although a sound, passed into the bladder 
diivvnw.ard 8 ,"r»‘ 0 tt» the pvii is, struck upon the stone; 
as was the ca.si* also, on one'ortwo occasions, wlien 
a statf waspiMseii at the perineal opening. 

“'the .surface of the calcaln.s was rather larger 
than the disc of a ahiliing, fiat, ovul-sliaped, and 
apparently consisting of llthie acid. 

“ Our reporlof the operation of lithotomy at (luy’.s 
Hospiml, in which Mr. Branshy Cooper, after cm- 
ployittg u variety of different irislruittgulSj exlvOetPil 
the .stone at tlie end of fifty five miphtes,— the ave- 
rage maximum of tima In which this ope atioij is 
perfornieii by skilful rurgdona being about six mi - 
nutes, *— has,as might have been expected, excited 
iiu ordinary sensation in fno minds of tlm public, as 
well as among the operator’s profcssionnl brethren. 
An attempt has been made to ball lb qneslSon the 
accuracy of our report, lai,,a letter signed by a nnm- 
bi‘r of llie dressers and pKipUa of the Borough Hos- 
pitals. which lellei' has irtserled, a< an atwr 
ti.sement iu The Times, and also in Tkv Moynitit) 
Heruld. Some of the young gentlemen wl obru e 
alfixed their signatures to this letter were present lit 
the operation ; others, w ho wenfepot present at the 
j operation, hnveneveTilielc»8.wJl|^ geuerosiiy inoii- 
j characteristic: of their age tnao ofibc'ir discreiiciM, 
j , added the weight Of their teatimbny to thiitoi lhe 
eye-witnesses of the melancholy exliibdicu, and 
volunteered their approbation of M-. Brjui.sby 
Cooper’s jK-rforrnance. Cpon the vnitie of this .spc ■ 

( ies of testimony We .shall make no comment, nor 
do wc think it material that tlie docunimtt to wldch 
we allude is signedj we believe, by not more than 
one-third of the number of vouiig gciUlcmt'n pre - 
sent; had they all signed ft, their united opinion of 
the shill, de.xttrity, and wlf-posstessiou, exhibited 
by Mr. Jfransby (.'oopc-r on tlii.s occasion, is not 
likely to influence the judgment of tlie pnil'es,sioii, 
whatever it may effect with the public. The ques- 
tion to w'hicli ihe manner in which the late opera- 
tion wa t petfoi imvl, is calciiliitieil io give i t.se. is out 
a qnestiun between Mr. ilratisby tiooper and hi.s 
pupils, but it is a qiicatiim between u sui gcim. hold ■ 
ioft a high and rcspoimihle sit nation in ( itiy’.s Ho.s- 
_ pit.'il, and the pnlilic. Of Mr. Brausby I'oopei ’s 
j umeiiily of manners, and kindnefs ofdisposilioo, we 
I entertain n<» dnuhl; iind the letter in qiie.diou niiiy 
i be regarded as n tcstjinoiiiiil of the esliiimtion in 
j w liich a gcMid nntuieil leetmer is held by the young 
I gentlemen who altcnd hi, chns. But Ihc quc?siion 
is not, w'lieilier Mr. Btaiisliy Cooper is poouiiii 
I among hit> pupils, hut w hether he peiformed the 
; late oper.ition with that tiegree of skill which the 
nblic has a right to expert from a suTgeon ot Huy's 
fo.sp'lal ; whether, in sliori, the cii.se presenU’tl 
I s.icti diflinilties as n,i degree of skill could fiave 
I .surmounted in less litne, or w ith less disastlous 
j consMj lienees; or whether the uiiiortiinate patieut 
j lost bis life, not becBu,se Iris case wins really one of 
! extraonliimry diflicully, hut because it was tlie turn 
I of a surgeon to operate, w ho is indehled for h)» ele- 
vation to the influence id a corhipi ay stein, And 
who, whatever may be his private virtues, Would 
never hu\e been placed in a .situation ofsiich deep 
responsibility ns timt wliiclt he now occupies, hud 
he not Inen the nepbow of .slir A. (’ooperi This is 
the question, tlie only question, in which the public 
is interested ; and if filr. Hranshy Ciuipcr i.i dt stmus 
of bringing this question to an issue in a l.’outt of 
.lustier, It will be for Mi H irriaon, tiic tre-.siirer of 
Huy’s lluspiial, lo eolighteii ll»e minds oi ilu' jury 
as to the i;ircum.sluu<es under '.v liich the uephew of 
! .'sir A. ('(top r w as elevated to his present .silualioii. 
j III the event of an aciion, we simil most miqnes- 


* We have frfqnenlly seen tlie operation pei- 
fiinne I by Ihe senior surgi'Mii of Guy 's HosplUtl iu 
less than one minute.’' 



Cv -VIPER WAKLEY. 


355 


tionably call upon Mr. Harriaou to disolu. 

decision of this qoes^n, by 
^itively Impnining Mr. Bransby Cooper’siikiU ; 
out we conteod, aa we have repeatedly coiiteuded 
ou lormer occasions, that the inevitable tendency 
- e *“*^i patronane of hospital surgeoncies an 

adau ot family Influence, jobbing, and Intrigue, is 
w occasion a cruel and wanton augmentation of 
j uman suffering, and to render frequent such 
iv spectacle* as that which was lately 

exfublted at Guy’s Hospital. ^ 

I - 'VV’*Pr®‘« ™“y' t>y possibility, have 

Been uifflculties In this case, which no degree ofsur- 
gicai skill could have surmounted in less time, or 
With greater ability, than Mr. Bmnsby Cooper ex- 
bibited ; and it remains to be seen whether such 
drfficoUies can be shown to have esasted. At nre- 

SeilLrinl n ainal.. 41 > r : 


■ pupils. Ii IS not denied, that 
nearly one hour elapsed, before Mr. Brantby Cooper 
ex trailed the stone. It is not denied that the om- 
raror bad recourse to the multiplicity of instruments 
numerated in our report It is not denied that the 
I^^Mit was subject to extraordinary suflering— 
soHering which could scarcely fail to terminate in 
ueatb j but no attempt has been made to show that 
tnis was a case of extraordinary difficulty. It is 
scarcely wortfeygliHe to allude seriously to the do- 
ctiment which Hi* been put forth by Mr. Bransby 
Cooper’s select pupils. But, as these are the only 
panegyrists the oj^rator has hitherto procured, we 
will put a case, which may enable the public to esti- 
mate the value of their approbation. Suppose it bad 
been stated that, instead of employing &5 minutes 
«n extracting the stone, Mr. Ilransby Cooper had 
penoroied the npertitioii in the usual tiina^say four 
or live raiiiutes. Suppose it had been stated that 

instead nr manUU.H... 1 I... . . *r 


that m some of the affirmative 
on the plaintiff, who 
was to prbVt. -'^.gpwn skill, he had a right 
to begin ; and the other 

hand, insisting, that as tbo 

plaintiff' widi uuskilfulness, and ' 

the truth of his pleas, he ought to prooeea 
with his case before that of the plaintiff’s 
was gone into# In support of his argument, 
which was of some length, he cited various 
authorities. 

^rd Tenterde/i^hserred, that as the de- 
cision in this case might be quoted hereafter 
08 a precedent, be would take the opinion 
of his learned brothers, who were sitting in 
the Bail Court, upon the question. Hia 
Lordship then retired, and on his return, in 
about ten minutes, stated his opinion to be, 
(in which the other Judges concurred,) that 
the defendant had a right to begin. The 
plaintiff, aa a surgeon, was to be supposed 
to be a skilful person until the contrary 
were shown, ana therefore there was no 
necessity for him, in the first instance, to 
go into evidence to establish that fact ; and, 
as the defend^t had pleaded the truth of 
the matter which imputed unskilfulness to 
the j 4 aintiff| it yvas incumbent on him, in 
the outset, to prove the trutJi of his alleea- 
tiOBS* ^ 

. Scarlett trusted, as tliat was the de- 
citton^ of the Court, tliat whatever the ter- 
mination of this case might be, he should 
be at liberty to examine the plaintiff’s wit- 
nesses. It might happen, that the defen- 
dant’s case would fall to pieces, and then he 
(Sir J . Scarlett) should insist, that his evi- 
dence ought to be heard for the purpose of 
]>roving tliat tiie operation had been per- 
formed with tlie utmost skill. He should 
ask, on behalf of the plaintiff', a gentleman 
of high honour, and w1k> was greatly es- 
teemed, both in and out of his profeiision, 
that he miglit have an opportunity of show- 
ing that the calumny, which had been at- 
am, posiuviMy imjnnrn Mr. ])ran.<iby Cooper’s tempted to be fastened upon him. was with- 

“^tioned 

he rontmdicted, we do not heMiate to say 'that i” the event of the defendant 

lookinir to the circnmstnnces stiendintr this, ami f»h»ng to prove the whole of his pleas of 
per(ur.Hed by ihi» centloniaii, in ; justification, it might not be soid that the 
cotuiexifui with the circumst .nee»_,ve believe that nl. t ‘ i . # • . , 

vrsaiejiisti fled, and that Mr. Harii.son. IheTwiM?.* j tiff had no right to go into evidence m 
ret of Guy s Hospital, knows we nrr justified, in j v^»»dicn!ion of his professional character, 
saying, the exlraMulnmry circuin5t.ni( es uuendinu ! Lutd Tentmien did not think it neceaaarv 
hm eicTiiiion to lii.s present j«itustioti iusiice bn ft... i • # • . u ueceasary 

Diaaity, the inierests of the mediftnl inN.imion’ L«i . opiuion upon that point 

The anrely of the puhhc at large, call alike f.;r inves- ! *** P» esi‘nt. 

tutatiun. Whether This invesii^iai inn W of a judi- 1 Mr, irakleu assured Sir .T. Scarlett, tliat 

fit, 111 a court of justice; We. will meet h ui in oor ' *“f‘.**‘* w itiiebses he could produce, 
own person, (for this will not be a case to entrust to ! * he defeiniunt Uieu suggested that tlie 

equally tirepaied to meet ns, the puhlic, the irl«. I objection tO the 

Mr. Hariiso:!,! «f those witnesses who spoke 


instead of manile»titi|f great perplexity and em'bw- 
iiisby Cooper had exhibited the 


rassraent, Mr. Brausijy c.ooper nan exhibited the 
utmost ciMilnesa and nelf-poaaesaion j that the patient 
nppeared Ui suffer very slightly iluriiig the oiMfration. 
and WM removed from the Uicatre with every pros- 
pi'ct of a lavuurahle issne to lh<? case. Let Us sti})- 
pose these, and similar false representations, to have 
UBcn made in this Journal : and we will ask whe- 
ther any of these young gentlemen, ft ieiuHy as their 
leelings are tow'ards a headier, whose good nature is 
matter of greater notoriety than his science, and In- 
terested as they arc in obUiniug his goodwill, tmd 
«*s cerlillcaies, to enable them to pas« their exami. 
nations at tlie College before his • uncle,’ who is the 
president of timt Itenighted body i— we will ask 
whether any nf these young gentlemen, some of 
wiiom did, and more tluiii one-third of whom did 
not, see the ojierutiun, would have c mie forward to 
contradict a favouisble, though a false report ? We 
rei^at we donol, as the case stands at pieserit, di- 
Tvetiy and positively impugn Mr. Hian.sby Cooper’s 

suigicai skill : hut HS Ii.iiii.nl ih« 


the Governor of Guy’s Hospital. 

Along diacussiou arose, as to which party 
waa to open tha case, Sir Jam«$ Scarlm 


, T.4iuv«»c3 wuu ejjuais 

to iucts, but those wlio wore to give opi- 
nions, he considered it assenttui atid neces- 
sary that they should remoiii in coiut. 

2 A 2 
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The defendant aaid, as he could no* 
that moment, make a 8eparatj|^”.jo wR- 
neases who were to spealtofc»‘iucts,and those 
wJio were^to he would not 

insiatr (Jtfirrte o< ‘-w "Ihdrawal of any of them. 

•-Jify might remain, if the Court pleased. 

The defendant then addressed the jurv. 
They had already heard, from the learned 
gentleman who had opened the pleadings, 
that this wa.s an action instituted against 
him, (the defendant,) the editor and pro- 
prietor of The Lancet, fu an alleged libel 
of and upon the professional character of 
the plaintiff. It w'us stated in the declara- 
tion, that he had published a report of a 
** supposed” operatign at Guy’s Hospital, 
falsely and maliciously, and it was inferred 
from the declaration, that no such opera* 
tion was performed in that institution ; and 
that what he had published was nothing 
more nor less than gross calumny. Guy’s 
Hospital, as the jury must be aware, was an 
institution of very great importance, not 
only as an institution of charity, hut one 
from which it was expected tiiat there 
should emanate the first principles of his 
(the defendant’s) profession, practised in 
the best possible manner. It had attached 
to it an extensive medical school ; it had 
lectures there, and a very large attendance 
of students. Tlio practice which the stu* 
dents witnessed in the institution was ne- 
cessarily carried by them to the most distant 
parts of the kingdom. Hence it was of the 
utmost importaoce to the public welfare, 
that the principles there inculcated should 
be calculated to promote the interests of 
the public, and alleviate, as far os it was 
possible, the sullerings and miseries of man- 
kind. Guy’s Hospital was founded solely 
by one individual, Thomas Guy, in the year 
1732, or 1734, and he, at that period, left 
to the Institution, a sum equivalent to 
200,0001., conseqtienily the funds of the In- 
stitution, from tlie vast increase that had 
taken place in the value of money, wer-i 
immense. Gf course it became of great 
consequence that those funds should he ap- 
propriated ill the best manner — that indi- 
viduals of the f^reatesl possible skill should 
be. elected to fill llie offices in llie Hospital, 
both medical and sur;;icul, and it was not 
fair that those offices sltould he filled in any 
other manner than was consonant w’ith the 
Intention of the founder, and of the greatest 
benefit to the public. The. plaintiff, Mr. 
Bransby Cooper, was one of the persorih 
who h^ been (dceUd to fill the office of 
surgeon, and, in Uic dutits of his situation, 
he performed the opeT«ti(<ri which was f»ub- 
lished in No. of 'J iiKLAsriT. Thai 
journal was projected by him, (the defen- 
dant,) and was first publiahed in He 

considered, that by {Mibliahing the lectiuos 
delivered in public instituiioas, he should 


WAir 

• e to place in contrast the theories of 
the ifferent individuals in the lecture- 
room"; and the jiractice in the wards of the 
hospital; and this, he thought, was of 
immense importance, for, by so doing, the 
lecturers were stimulated to a greater ex- 
ercise of their duty, aa their opinions 
were laid before the public, who had an 
opportunity of seeing what those opinions 
were, and, at the same lime, of seeing whe- 
ther the practice used in the wards, was a 
piactice of neglect or attention. The pub- 
lication of lectures had led to a good deal of 
discussion in the conrts of law. The publi- 
cation of hospital reports hod led to great 
benefits, as regarded the public, who had 
thus the advantage of the opinions of hos- 
pital surgeons, if they were good; and 
having to endure the scrutiny of the public, 
could not hack and carve the patients with 
impunity. He was, of course, under the 
necessity of employing a great number of 
reporters, who were in the pf^ice of toking 
notes of the cases admitted; and carefully 
registering all the points connected with 
them. Tlie reporters he bad employed, as 
far as he had been capable of judging, were 
men of the most honourable character, and 
had fulfilled their duty in a very accurate 
and conscientious manuer. The reports 
furnished by them, he was, of course, com- 
pelled to rel}' on, as all editors were, for 
their correctness. They were transmitted 
to him regularly from the various iuatitu- 
tlous. Tile report of this operation was 
sent to him by a gentleman of very high 
character — a gentleman whom he should call 
into the witness-box to-day, and who would 
himself state that he witnessed this operation, 
and that the re)iort which he furnished, was, 
in every resp<.*ct, correct. He (the defend- 
ant) would assert this openly before the 
(.’onrt, and he challenged every iuquiry— 
every strict ami scrutinizing investigation — 
into tire reporter's character. He hod 
heard, indeed, that attempts would be made 
to cast some imputntiim upon him, but he 
defied calumny, ami cmurteil scrutiny. When 
the report was transmitted, us he found it 
one of an extraordinary character, and as it 
referred to circumstances of a still more ex- 
traordinary churacter, he paused before Ha 
inserted it. He did not publish it in the 
first number of The Lancet whicli appeared 
after the operation occurred, but waited till 
the period of publishing a second one 
arrived. When the report was firnt brought 
to him, it cuutuiutHl some statements against 
the operator, rather harsl.er than those 
which it now contained. Tlie reporter con- 
sidered it his duty to chaiacterise such an 
opetalioii in ihi- strongest terms of reprourh ; 
and he stated, on his honour, before the re- 
port was published, that it was correct in 
every particular. Upon ihatussunnce, there- 
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fore, lie (the defendaot) considered 
had no other course to pursue in his i^blic 
cliaracter ihuu to present it to the public, 
whatever the consequences might be. Hav- 
ing made a few alterations in it with regard 
to the expressions he had mentioAed, andi 
introduced the phrases, ** nephew and sur- 1 
geon, and surgeon because he is nephew,” 
he inserted it, word for word, as he had re- 
ceived it. He should prove these facts, j 
and had little fear of his case ** falling to , 
pieces,” as his learned opponent had stated. | 
He believed the learned gentleman would! 
have ample cause to produce all his wit- 
nesses, and give such evidence as he could] 
adduce as to the skill of the plaintiff'. If it 
could be proved tliat the report was in-i 
correct, nothing would give him greater re- 
gret than to find that he had done an injury I 
to tlie plaintiff*; for it was not by suchi 
means that the profession was instructed ; I 
but when men came boldly forward to sane- 1 
tion such proceedings as these, it gave a 
stain to the profession, which the events of 
ages could not remove. If men oomo for- 
ward to swear that this operation was per- 
formed skilfully, he knew not what tbey 
would hesitate to swear, and it must W pie* 
sumed that they were unable themselves to 
perform the operation iu any other way, 
\Vitii these observations, he should leave 
the case in the hands of the jury. He 
should call a great number of witnewes to 
prove that the report was, in every respect, 
correct; and if they (the jury) were satis- 
fied upon that point, he should, of course, 
be entitled to their verdict. 

The defendant then called and examined 
the following wituesses. 

AJr, Alderman Partridge, — I reside at 
Colchester, and am a member of the College 
of Surgeons. I have been in practice rather 
mure than fourteen years. 1 have witnessed 
many operations of lithotomy, and have per- 
formed them myself sixteen or eighteen 
times. 1 witnessed the operation performed 
by Mr, Hransby ( -oopor, at Guy’s Hospital, 
in March last* I have read the report of 
that oj>erati(»n iuTuf, E.wckt. It struck 
we, at the time, to he corivet, und 1 have 
h(Nl AO piirliculur lea.son to alter my opinion 
sinct*, tliongli 1 did not examine it very 


was repeatedlyintrodoced- 
SevefaT'Vt.,''w:eTe attempted to be made 
into the bladder " '■'•‘h^nife. 'rhis instru- 
ment (a cutting gorget^i^'^J^j^duc^ into 
the wound. A blunt gorget w u;. 
duced, and the scoop, and several pair of (6i 
ceps. During the operation, the patient 
called out several times to the operator to 
desist. The operator stated several- times 
that he could not explain the difficulty. He 
appeared to be perplexed and hurried in 
consequence of ttft long delay, fie did not 
appear to act with any regular scientific de- 
sign. He introduced his finger with some 
force, but it did not strike me as being very 
violent. He used the instruments in the 
ordinary way, and varied them according to 
the different purposes, but failed in lighting 
upon the stone. 1 don't consider that the 
forceps entered the bladder the first time. 
The impression on my mind was, that the 
I opening in the bladder was not sufficiently 
I large to get the forceps in ; but 1 think there 
I was an opening, because 1 saw a discharge 
of water and blood. The operator said, that 
he felt the stone when he passed his staff 
ti^xough the urethra, and could also feel it 
wj^n he passed the sound through the in- 
cision in the perineum. He also said that 
be could not feel it with the forceps. The 
reason of this was, that the forceps, if 
straight or slightly curved, would pass un- 
der the stone, which was high up in the 
bladder. Mr. Cooper made many attempts 
to feel the atone with his finger. He left 
his seat, and measured fingers with those of 
other gentlemen, to see if any of them had 
a longer finger. I cannot say that 1 think 
Mr. Cooper performed the operation in a 
•oienlific manner. 1 do not think that it 
was performed in such a manner as the pub- 
lic have a right to expect from a surgeon of 
I Guy’s Hospital, The average time for per- 
, fanning operations of this description, is 
four or five minutes. The operation in 
; question occupied, 1 think, nearly an hour. 

! After the staff had been inlroduced, and the 
, first inciaion made, Mr. Cooper used a 
■ straight staff wdlh a knife. When he found 
ihe could not introduce the forceps on the 
’ first ailtnijH, he withdrew them, and made 
another cut with the kni;’e wdihout the staff 


minutely. Tlte patient appeared to lo a very i being introduced. This is not the custo- 
healthy man, 1 remarked it at the lime. • mary mode. The scoop, as I have always 
1 think Mr. Cooper himself introduced the’ unde rstinid, is introduced to extract those 
staff'; but the second incision was made fragments of the stone that may have cruro- 
without the staff. After tho first external ; bled off. There were no fragments in this 


incision, all imdrunionts were withdrawn, case that 1 saw. T\ventY*five or thirty 
{'I'he defendant here jo’oduccd a figure repre-i minutes is the longest time that I have 
senting t)je idUiu! ion of the patient, which the known an ojierntion of this kind to last, 
witness deposed to ua being correct.) I’he ; The average lime is about five minutes. Tn 
hands of the patient were lied to hisfeet.aiitlj the cases 1 have mentioned lasting or ilO 
his knees to his neck, as represented by the ; rninutea, lliero were evident OHuse.s why the 
model now' produced. I ho patient reiuained j operation should last so long, 'i hose were 
in that position nearly an hour. During that (where the btony was large, and where it 
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would bo dangerous to riilnr~rijjjy i i 
for fear of injuring iherjyj^ftlT^d there 
the time wasJjMlJ^»ff^^ at the stone 
graduaUx^^ iu question, the 

a small one, being not larger 
.jjau a common Windsor bean, flat and 
round. It might have weighed about two 
drachms or less, hut rorlainly r.oi more. 
Stones weighing several ounces have been 
successfully removed, l uless the incision 
was large enough to admit^|he forceps, tliat 
instrument could not lay hold of the stone 
without also catching tlie integuments ofj 
the bladder, 'i’he stone lay above the pu- 
bes, for tin* sound alnyiys touched it on be- 
ing withdrawn, oud’it was extracted by 
pressure above the pubes, and with a curved 
forceps. If the operator bod been aware of 
the situation of the stone, be should have 


Ja, thot the knife did not go into the 

bladder? 

think it means to convey an 
idea, that it might, or might not, have en- 
tered the bladder. 1 do not know whetbor 
tlie ofWirator would he the best judge of 
whether the forceps entered the bladder or 
not ; it would depend upon what sort of an 
operator he w-as. (A laugh.) 1 am not 
prepared to swear that the forceps were a 
second time used with considerable force. 
1 will neither swear to, nor contradict it. 
I mentioned my opinion of this oju ralion to 
several persons, but I cannot now say to 
whom. 

5ir J. then read the following sen- 
tence, and asked the witness whether the 
statement it contained was correct; " The 
forceps were again used, but as misuccess- 


taken these measures at first. He should j fully as before ; they were pushed onwards 


have ascertained this in the first instance. 

Cross-examined by Sir .7. Sfiirleh.— I never j 
saw the defendant befoie this day, nor hisj 
nttoTiiey in the cause before last night. Mr, 
Callaway was the assistant-surgeon on the 
occasion, and 1 believe him to be a man of 
skill. 1 have had several cases where the • 
stone lay above the pubes, and always ex- 
tracted it in the manner wliich was at last 
successfully adopted by Mr. B. Cooper. The 
cut is made in the perineum, and the ob- 
ject is to get the knife into the groove of| 
the staff, by which time it has penetrated a 
jjortion of tlie urethra. Then the btaffia 
brought forward into a parnllelpnsition with 
the knife, and on a line with the bladder, in 
order to make a larger incision ; the staff is 
then allowed to remain, and the finger is 
introduced in order to ascertain the wound 
you have made 


to a coDsideruhIo distance, and with no 
small degree of force.” 

ffltne**.— -I am not prepaf^tto swear to 
the truth of this. I cannot comprehei.d it. 

Re-examined by the Defendant.— The 
staff was introduced a second time. It would 
not have been necessary if the first incision 
had been large enongli. 1 have never seen 
the defendant before this day, that I am 
aware of. 

Mr, John CAaj^ham examined.— 1 reside at 
Thomey, near Peter boron gh, and practise 
as u surgeon with my father. 1 am a licen- 
tiate of tlie Apothecaries' Company. I have 
studied surgery at St. George's Hospital. I 
witnessed tlie operation of lithotomy per- 
formed by Mr. Hiansbv Cooper of Guy's 
Hospital.* The report in Tirr Lancet' is 
correct, as far as l recollect. The patient 
aj'peared a healthy man, and a favourable 


6'ir J. Scarlett. — You then introduce the I subject for tlie operation. On the with- 
finger and feel for the stone, after finding i drawal of tlie knife, there was a Birmll quon- 
which, you introduce the forceps along the : tiiy of fluid, I can’t say of what sort, but J. 
finger, and lay hold of the stone ? (suppose it was urine. I saw no gush of 

TCitness — No; in order to do that, you j urine snhsequently, Mr. Cooper used a 
must make too large an incision, orel.>e have j knife to enliiige the openings before lie in- 
a most extraoniinary small pair of forceps, j troduced the forceps. J'he forceps were 
At the time of the operation, 1 was silting ; intiodmed more lliuii once before the se- 
in a chair immediately behind Mr. Cooper. | cond cut, I liad never seen that done he- 
I never saw Mr. Cooper before that day. llfore. The forceps wen* introdured with 
have no doubt but tliut tlie first incision j>e. | much force, and the operator did not aj>penr 
netrated tlie bladdi'r. I have read the re- 1 in a state of self- possession , He said ha 
port in liiK Lancit, but I never corre- 1 could not reach the hladder with hts finger, 
sponded with that publication. 1 lake it in, ! Great force was used with the hand. More 
and read it weekly. j then one gorget was used. He introduced 

Sir J. Searleil liere read from the libel the ; ynurids and staves at the wound in the peri- 
following sentence 1 he lir^t inci-sion, 1 neutn. I never before saw the gorget em- 
through the integuments, appeared to he i ’ 
freely and fairly made; and, afl^-r a //M/c| 
dissection, the point of the knife was fixed 
(apparently) in the groove of the stall’, 
w’hicli wa.s now taken hold of, and the knife 
curried onwards — miicwhere." 'I'he learned 
counsel asked the witiieas whether the 
word " somewhere ” did not mean to convey 


ployed after the knife hatl been tiaed to cut 
into the bladder. A scoop was einjiloyed. 
There were no fragments exiracted iu this 
case. Tlie operator stated, in tlie jiresence 
of the putieiit, that he could not understand 
the cufte. I never before lu'ard a Burgeon 
speak of the dilliculiies of the C8«« in the 
presence*' tif liis ])Htient. He said he could 
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stone with the sound, but « 
cnulil not feel it with the forceps, t b^rd 
the staff slrike the stone. Tiie reason why 
i»e could feel the stone with the sound, and 
not with the force.j)B, was, that the narrow- 
ness of the openin'^ would not admit tiiem. 
1 did not hear Mr. Cooper ask Mr. Calla- 
way if lie hod a long linger, hut he mea- 
sured fingers with Mr, Dodd. I never saw 
an operator act iu a similar manner while 
his patient was hound on the table, lie ap- 
peared confused ; his movements were hur- 
ried. he used the various instruinents out of 
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—Where, then, did you 
^d h e must stop the 

examination. 

taining his licentiateshiphy‘5if!?^f*'^*A«|fi^^^ 
certificote, for which be was liable to 
dieted and punished, it was his Lordship’s 
duly not to allow him to proceed further in 
his evidence. 

The witness then withdrew. 

Mr, Jmehim Gilbert examined. — I am a 
member of ti»e Col^pge of Surgeons. I was 
at Guy s Hospital in March last, and wit- 


tliuir accustomed orde?. The operations of jiiessed part of the operation of lithotomy 
lithotomy which I had belorc witnessed, I performed by Mr. Cooper. I was present 
have occupied from two to six or eight mi- | about thirty-five miiiptes. I could not 
liutes. 1 never saw any that lasted for a | endure witnessing any longer, the manner 
longer period than eight minutes. Mr. | in which the openitimi was performed. The 
Cooper’s operation occupied an hoot. 1 1 operator used much violence — 1 should say, ^ 
never before witnessed an o]ienttioA in • great and unnecessary violence. He used 
which so much violence was us#id ; and 1 ; the instruments in tl»e accustomed manner 
do not believe it possible thui the patient I of olher operators. I saw the staff intro- 
c.nuld recover i^er such an operation. I am * duced by Mr. Cooper. Jlr. fialluway was 
aware of no circumstance in the unafottiy of j desired to hold it on the left side of the pu- 
tho parts which were calculated ip render j tient, and then Mr. Cooper made what is 
the* 4{>eration so tedicnis. The flpne w^as | caUed the external incision, the cut, which 
not 80 large n« a walnut. 'Ihe bibpd bad : he did very properly; then, after makiug 


ccHBcd to iiow from the external Ti|||j^d be- 
fore ii»e operation had terininal^^ Tbe 
parts appeared bruised, 

CroBS-examitied by James iStfOr/ctf.— 1 
was twenty years of age lust January. 1 
have not yet linishcd studying, amd am still 
n pupil of St. George’s 1 iospital. i have hud i 
no explanation of these mutterssince 1 oame^ 
to London. 1 had no string of writteia 
questions put to me, and 1 have examined 
no models. Dwemt from curiosity, to see 
tluj operation performed by Mr. Cooper, 
'I’lif! surgeon, who performs the operation of 
lithotomy, has always a variety of instru- 
ments ufiir him. 1 have witnessed about 
half a dozen operatiiuis of this kind, i was 
oil the third or fourlli row from Mr. Cooper, 
n little to his left hand, great number of 


the second incision, he carried his kpife for- 
ward, and, I should say, held his arm too 
high ; and he then carried his knife forward, 
hetween the bladder and the fundament, A 
dow of blood followed. He then put his 
linger into the wound, and passed iu a pair 
of straight forceps on bis huger. He lU- 
tepipted to extract the stone, but failed. 
He thep passed in the forceps four times 
rpHoArlng, but did not succeed in extracting 
the stone. He then passed his linger again 
into the wound, and, in so doing, used great 
violence. In withdrawing the foiceps, n 
squashing noise whs heard. He then called 
for a crooked pair of forceps, which ho 
passed upon his linger into the wound, and 
poked lliem ul)out iu tlte wound. In .so 
doing, he used great violence, lie then 


There was a 
small quantity of fluid, which 1 supposed to 
be urine, hel’oie the forceps were intro- 
duced. 1 am of opinion that the knife did 


persons were present ; tfiere imghl he us j 

many a.s -m). 1 .shonUl think iMr." Callaway i withdrew^ them, and passed 

was a corniietent judge of operations of this i » fourth time, and he then called 

kind. \V hen the litst incision was made, it * “ 5^ir AstWy s kniie, (a laugh,) and 

did not reach the bladder. There was u j!"®"** a cut with it, and passed his finger 

' into the wound ; and, in so doing, used vio- 
lence, twisting the finger about in the 

wound. He did not succeed in extracting 

not reach the bladder. I xm a Uceiitiate of ^Ppared to be very 

tlie A potblfearies’ Company. I am not '21. ' ’ ' ' ” " 

My i fq)r(‘.sentaiion of my age was uot correct 
to the Company. i ' 

Sir Smarten , — You mean it was false 1 — | 

Witness.— Ve^. 

Utr J. Si‘aitett,- l)ii\ you not swear it ? 

Witness. — No, 1 gave my < erliiienle. 

4iw> ./, .SVurfsi/. — Are clergy men in tlu‘ 
habit of giving fid.'se cerliiicates 1 Wit- 
liess, — iVo. 


; mutdj confused. His hand shook a great 
deal. He was very juile, tiiul his lips were 
I very while. At the e,vpiratlt;tn of thirty-live 
minutes 1 quitted the theatre. My im- 
i pu'essioii w;i.s, tluit the 0 |)eratioii was very 
hadiy uud very imi>rr)}»erly performed. 1 
have witnessed, at least, twenty operations 
j of this kind. 1 never saw any ia.sl longer 
than from seven to ten minutes ; and 1 have 
seen the operation j erldnned iu less than u 
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Cross- eiainined by SjV Jmm 
carry on my busiuess Rt 
Dorsetshire. I am to Mr. j 

l*helps, defemlaut’s sister. 

...icWi, at the lime in (jueatiou, 
f^ass the College. 1 am a pupil ui Gov’s. 

' and 1 went there to be instructed. 1 did 
not see the report in Tn v Lancet before it 
was printed. The first incision did not, and 
ouglit not to reach the bladder. You are 
to avoid the urethra) on inaking the first in- 
cision, The second cut( which ought to 
have reached the bladder, did not reach it, 
but went between the rectum and the blad- 
der. 1 think it did nut reacit tbe bladder, 
and my reason for saying so is, tltai there 
was no flow of fluid.' The forceps were 
thrust in with great and unnecessary vio- 
lence. 

.Sir J. Scarlett . — As if he meant to stab the 
man? — fVitnm. Yes, (a lauglij) 1 was on 
the first tow of benches. 1 went away, not 
being able to witness the opiration out. 1 
never made any communication to The 
Lancet, nor do I know the extent of its 
sa'.e. 1 never performed the operation of| 
lithotomy. I have witnessed at least l;» 
operation-s of that kind at Guy's Hospital, 
but not one of (hem were perfonned by Air. 
Cooper. 

In answer to some further questions by 
the defendant, tiie witness said, he had seen 
the plaintifif perform otliev operations, and 
he did not consider him a skilful operator. 

By Sir J. Scarlett,’—! should say that he is 
an unskilful operator, and that it would be a 
great benefit to tbe public to drive him 
away from las situation at Guy’s Hospital. 

Sir J. Scarlett . — Have you ever witnessed 
the operation of tying the subclavian artery ? 

IfttncM. — 1 have heard of the operation, 
and have seen it perfoimed once, by Mr. 
Cline. 

Sir J. Scarlett . — Which operation do you 
think requires the greatest skill u|‘.on the 
port of t)u! surgeon, tying the subclavian 
artery, or lilliotomy 1 

Wiinm.—! simuld think the operation of 
lithotomy re()iuro.s tlie greatest skill. 

(Sir h Scarlclt. — 'I'li; ii you f ! ink it would 
recjuire no skill to tie the siil.plavian artery ? 

iri/nm.— It wi.ulJ mpiiiv skill to do h.'i, 
but inorr sidll to jwilbdii ih" opt ration of’ 
litlioromy. 

Sir J. Scavlell.—lh\’e you iittonded any 
lectures since you Cajuc to town ? 

iritwesi. — No. 

SirJ. Scai!cit.—l ra -’an. none at Wakley’s. 
(A laugh.) 

ITifness. — No, Mr. IVukley ealled at inv 
Iwiiiliigh yesti rdfiv morning, aud stopped 
a few minutes ; icit lie did not sit d mvh ; 
and that i.s tbn only convevsMiioii 1 IjBve hud 
with him ; iiice 1 tame to town. 

The i)rJ(nidinU.-~~l)n yon ihiuk that a very 


^(iint surgeos might, by accident, tie the 
suhi^viftn artery with success ? 

Uitnew.— ] do. (^A luugh.) 

Mr. Joint Tumax exomiued.— I witnessed 
tlie operation of lithotomy performed by Mr. 
Braii.sbv Cooper, 1 have not read the re- 
port ill The Lancet. 1 amderaomstriilor of 
nnatoray at Mr. Sleigh’s school. Speaking 
according to my imjiression, 1 tliink 1 never 
saw an operation ^.u-iTormed so unscientifi- 
cally, and in so bungling a manner, as that 
periormed by Air. Cooper. 1 have never 
spoken to the defendant before to-day, aad 
I do not even now know his name. 

Cross-examined by Sir J, Searlett, — Mr* 
Sleigh’s school is in Dean -street, in the Bo- 
rough. Mr. Sleigh is surgeon totlie Western 
Hospital, a nowly erected institutiou, which 
Air. Sleigh established himself. 

Sir J. Scur/stt.— Suppose the defendant to 
be the author of The Lancet, I want to 
know Itow it is that he came io knoVv your 
opinion on this operation ? 

I confess I was rather surprised 
at it myself. 1 was not subpmnaed till a late 
hour last night. 

Sir J, Scarlett.— V q you know now how it 
was? 

IfifncM.— Yes. In conversation with a 
pupil named Brainsfurd. I msde tlie re- 
mark that 1 had seen the operation, and 
that I thouglit it was performed in a bung- 
ling und unscientific manner. He has told 
me to-day that he communicated this fact to 
Mr. Wukley. 1 have made communicationa 
to Tnr. Lancet. 1 liave made four; three 
of which were inserted. 'I’hose communi- 
cations were at long intervaU, and 1 did not 
pot my name to them. 1 arrived at the 
theatre after the incision was made in tlie 
bladder, and 1 stayed about Mj minutes, 
during w'hich time the operation was goiug 
forward. I have been deinouatrator ul this 
I new school since last October. I was pre- 
I sent at tliree opetuiions in lithotomy at 
! Guy’s Hospital. 

Mr, .Irfry Pearl examined. — I witnessed 
the oiieraiion performed by Air. Hranshy 
Cooper. 1 have read the report in Th« 
Laxcf.t, and 1 nm nut. aware of its being in- 
correct, except, iliot .Mr, Cooper asked for 
“Sir Astley's knife,” and not for, “ my 
; uncle's knife,” as stated in the report. There 
I was no gush of urine, as usual, hut merely a 
trickling. I sat about the middle row*, on 
I the Operator’s hand. (The wilncss was 
I examined to various minute farts, deposed 
j to by some of tlic preceding witnesties, and, 
j in part, coniiliorated their testimony. He 
al.so .«:;wike to the violence used, a.s (lescrihcd 
by tiio.ie wiiues^tes, umi siuto.J, that three 
j fingers »t once wore introduced,) 1 could, 
' L think, Killing where t did, distinguish be- 
ttvecu u btauU portion of arieiiul blood) aitd 
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II mixture of venous blood and urine. , 
rial blood comes in bursts. After the iitafifi 
iind knife were pushed forward, 1 believe j 
that there issued a small portion of bothj 
venous blond and urine. There was not a ] 
gush of fluid at any Bubsequent period. 1 
rather think that Mr. Cooper attempted to 
introduce the forceps after the first inci- 
aioii, and that, failing in being able to do so, 
be made a second incision. The same for- 
ceps was introduced repeatedly, and great 
force was used. The operator opened and 
shut the forceps with great violence. The 
forceps was a curved one, and it was pushed 
in to a considerable distance. The fingers I 
of the operator were introduced, and turned, I 
in the incision. I have witnessed, 1 believe, j 
SO operations in lithotomy, and none were j 
performed in the same manner as this. The i 
usual time for the performance of on opera- 
tion, is from four to five minutes, i saw 
one by Mr. Green, whicJi laaied neariy an 
hour ; but that was a peculiar caXe : the 
patient had been operated on twice before, 
and the cicatrix was hard and uneven, and 
he had two large stones to extract, which i 
crumbled into innumerable small pieces in 
tlie bladder. The time waa there occu- 
pied in removing the fragment!. There was 
no force used by Mr. Gieen, and his roan- 
ncr of using the scoop and forceps was de- 
cidedly contrary to that of Mr. Cooper. The 
stone, in the case of Mr. Cooper, was about 
the size of a Windsor bean. 1 heard Mr. I 
Cooper say, in the hearing of the patient 
and the pupils, that he could not explain 
the cause of tire difficiiltr. fie tiirued round 
to the pupils, and said, '* 1 can conceive no 
eartlily difficulty against my extracting the 
stone." He said, Hush, hush ; 1 can hear 
the stone, but cannot extract it wlien I apply 
the forceps." 1 think, continued the wit- 
ness, that he might hove taken out the stone, 
had he introduce the forceps scientifically. 
The sound might have passed through a hole 
too smoll to admit the forceps. Mr. Cooper 
did not appear to me to be in a state of sclf- 
pospe.Hsion, and I think that he used Ins in- 
strument without any rational object. The 
operation lasted about an hour. 1 saw the 
parts afier the death of iht* jMitieiit, aud i 
conld wot discover any cause in ihe joinm- 
tlon, to account for till- dfl ay in the opera- 
tion. When 1 saw the bladder, there ap- 
peured to me to he two mdrions in it. A 
]»orfi;:i) of tl.o neck of the hlaiidf-r was 
between the two inci|7ons. I'lie incisions 
were oblique, and not horizontal. T think 
it utterly impnssible that the piitient could 
luve sut vived after sueli an Ojieration ns this 
one. 'I'lie bladder uppenred to be very 
t hickened, from violent inilammation. llruises 
in the bladder would he very likely to pro- 
duce great disorgoniziition and iiillamina- 
tion, I have seua Mr. Uiansby Cooper ope- 


and I do not conceive him to 
be a good •‘'tor by anj^ means. I have 
been a pupil of Guj-"‘* Hospital more than a 
year, but am not a membw ^“’‘^^^;dftl^ 40 llege of 
Surgeons. - ^ 

Cros^examined by SirJ, ScarUtt, — I liave 
been attending the hospital a year. 1 com- 
menced in October, 1827. I was appren- 
ticed at Woodbridge, to an army surgeon, 
1 never performed lithotomy myself. 1 con- 
tinue at the bospi|al now. I have seen 
most of the operntibns at the hospital. I 
never saw Mr. Bransby Cooper perform an 
operation skilfully except one, and that was 
tying the subclavian artery. 1 consider that 
to be a difficult operation ; but it may, oc- 
casionally, bo performed by an unskilful 
operator. Mr. Laundy banded the instru- 
ments to Mr. Cooper ; Mr. Callaway stood 
next. 1 read the report in The Lancet on 
tlie day it came out. Air. Cooler did not use 
the phrase “ My uncle's knife," but I have 
beard him repeatedly say, " Fetch my un- 
cle’s gargle, or my uncle’s mixture." (A 
laugh, in which Sir Astley Cooper joined.) 
It was Hr. Hodgkin's duty to dissect the 
body, as he conducts the poU-murtm exami- 
nations. A gentleman of the name of Lam- 
bert introduced roe to the defendant. I saw 
him at Mr. I..ambert’s house ; the conver- 
sation turned upon this subject, but 1 did 
not know from that, or any other conversa- 
tion, that Mr. Lambert was the person who 
furnished the report. The lone of the con- 
versation did not assume that Mr. 1-ambert 
was the reimrter. 1 shall not say whether 
I suspected it or not. 1 certainly did not 
suspect it from tliat conversation. I sus- 
pected Mr. Lambert, because he was gene- 
rally suspected. I have been at hia house 
three or four times. X never met the de- 
fendant there above once. A pupil was 
present when 1 saw the defendant. The 
defendant asked roe whether the report w’as 
correct. The defendant and Mr. Lambert 
endeavoured to show that the forceps had 
passed between the bladder aud the rectum. 
J'hey did not endeavour to persuade me to 
! state that fact, hut they' gave very good 
j reasons for their believing it. Mr. Whita- 
■ ker was present, but no other person. I 
iw’ss there an hour. No model was pro- 
j cltioed to ni^sist my reasoning, i called at 

I the ilcfeudant’s house la'^t Monday, and 
stayed ouly ten njinute.s. '1 here was a con- 
versation us tu the tiiuu of iiio trial coming 
on. 1 am not competent to say whether or 
I not the forceps passed between the bladder 
i iiml the rectum. 1 hud not formed any opi- 
nion on (he. subject, but 1 can state that the 
operation was not scientifically j-erformed. 
1 believed that at one time the forceps were 
between the bladder and the rectum. On 
seeing the parts nfier death, I observed 
Mr. Lambert hud his baud between the 
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bladder and recftira, and took stone. T never saw n norineum in 

Ilr. liudt^kin, and said, litre’s an uhl-h 1 was unable to reach the bladder 

oju*ni»y.-’ Dr. ltoda;kiu with the tin jrer. 31 y iiujumiou waa, lliat 

“ it tltyself." 1 do not in the case in (juestion l!ic bladder could 

Lamhen did it. have been reached witli the tii»j[;er. 1 did 

Re-examitied. — The defendant fiid not not see in the neck of the bladder, or the 
persuade lue to give any evidence in this prostate gland, an incision like the form of 
cause. He asked me to rend the report ■ the gorget which was imul in the operation, 
again, that 1 might be satisfied of its cor- j If the gorget did not pass into the bladder, 
redness. \ it was likely to pass betwt on it and the rec- 

Mr, James f-amlvn s^^ted, that he wasituni. 1 huvn never seen iJm gorget pBssed 
present at the operation, and furnished a i hetween the bladder unil the rectum by a 
region to the defendant, from which the | skilful 0]>ernt(>r, or by' a person liaviug any 
printed statement was made ; the. latter wasi pretensions to skill. I'he gorget was used 
substantially true. .1 le informed the (lefen- I suhseijuenily to both the knives. The 
dant, on bis word oT honour, that the report i knives werfr not used more than once each, 
was true, and rather an under than an over ^ I cannot speak to tlie cuuing gorget being 
statement of the fads. 1‘he witness then i introduced more liian once. 1 never saw 
described the ciTCumslauces attending the an operation performed in a similar manner, 
operation in nearly the some words as the Tlie operator did notaiipcar to he in a slate 
alleged libel, i\fter which he proceeded as of self-possession, 1 do not believe the 
follows “ I examined the pans afier they patient could recover uniior such an opera- 
were removed from the body, in tlie de- lion. I do not think Mr. Cooper a good 
monstruting-room. Several of the pupils operator ; hut 1 once raw him lie the sub- 
were present. My attention was principally clavian arlerv in a very skilful manner, 
directed to ascertuin the cause of the difii- I'liat is not a dillicult operation to a inun 
cutties whicli attended the operation. 1 who has any nerve, f do uot think Mr. 
found the prostate gland slightly enlarged, ('ooper’s abilities are adequatii to the oilico 
and on the left side a smallish ol)U()ue cut. of surgeon to Guy’s llosjiilal. 

The parts around the gland appeared to (’ross examined-— 1 nin a surgeon, and 
have been bruised, and were dark-coloured, have been in the profession tliiiteeu years. 
On the under part of the neck of the blad- I con-sider myBelf more competent than Mr, 
tier there was a little projection, about the : (’ooper. 1 am twenty-eight years old. Ahout 
size of the tip of my little linger. This I .six years ago, I hegim to atteiul the hospi- 
took to be an enlargement of what is called tal, and was admitted a surgeon three years 
the third lobe of the prostate gland. 1 ago. 1 am now prm.iising. 1 liave contri- 
found, on passing my linger on the under bated largcdy to 1 in. J.am'kt, and derived a 
part of the bladder, that it passed up between considerahje eniolumoni from it. (After 
the bladder and the rectum wdth the great- some hesitation.) 1 did not derive moro 
est facility, i did uot make use of the profit from this s-inirr'e than from my pro- 
slightest force in doing tliis, nor did I break fessioii. ! received eight giiinea.s per month 
down anv structure. 1 was going on with for a ceJliiin (piantity, and exua iiaynuuit 
my exuininution, when Dr. Hodgkin came lor allheyond ihal quantity. The puyinent, 
to* me very angrily, and said, " 1 wish of the extra quanliry was in piuporiioii to 
people would not come here who have no its length. Tim woik is said to he clever, 
business, and pull things about.” lie also but does not indulge in 'personal attack, ex- 
said, that somebody had broken down the cept in the cases of public functionaries. I 
fungou.s growth, which 1 have described. 1 cannot say that the i iicuhition of the. work 
was^ conscious that I had not touched it, is increased by ihe.se at tacks. The publiciH 
and 1 assured him that I had used no vio- lion produce.s tlie defendant a hundsonui iii- 
lence whatever in examining the prepara- come, 1 do not remeinlnr lliut Mr. Cooper 
lion. 1 do not reineniher the name of an) ever tlireatened to turn nu’ out of the room, 
other pupil who was present hut iliot of '(^iieslion repeated, and after considerahle 
Mr. IVarl. 'I here were six pupils present. lieHitatioii)— 1 do not rememher that Mr. 
Dr. Hodgkin said it tva.s nut a deep jieri- Cooper threatened to tuni nie out of the 
neutn. 1 think iiis expression was,— room ; hut some angry altercation took jihico 
*' 'I'here is nothing remarkable about it.” between uh, and I left the n.om. I do not 
Mr. Key said it wa.s not a deep peritoneum, helievt- that I was turned out. I’liis was at 
1 said to .Mr. Key, " It .seems to me the a public dimu i', I m ver remembei on any 
staff which you invented will never do for other oecaKimi Mr. Coo|*er saying, “ Kitlier 
a deep perineuni.” iM: . Key leplied, that you or I must leave tlie room, uulesH you 
this “ was not u deeji perineum, and that make an apology.” 'I’lie surgeons of the 
if t thought so, 1 knew nothing ahout it.” hospiial are nii knaiiied futs. .'Miiue alleica- 
1 saw nothing in any |»uit of the prejiaration tion took place hi tween us respecting my 
t'l account for the (I'dav in the exiniction u.>e of that word. I told Mr. ( ooper that I 
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did tiotm«anto jipi»ly itpersonnlly to « t- 

I do not remember ever lo have aaid, ••. J ! afthe o.,e in’o^sto' 

will watch my opportunity and make him i | remember he toljlfe.*at Unew^MtUn J 

repent it." I will not .wear that ] did not ■ about it. 1 have b. eo r^S^SdmiS to 
fL *’ .i ■*” * T*”! “i T"™ ““d ; (Joy’s Hoapilal since the publicatioii^A tlio 

saymany thintmwhich ldyot mean; but, report. I was turned out of iiliddU<sex 
I do not think It possible that I could have: H„.pi,„i four years uro, and 1 have also 
said M. 1 be report of the operaUou was ; been refused admission to St. Thomas's on 
part of mv weeklv contn lution to Thk Lav. * 1 . . » ua 


part of my weekly contribution to Thk Lan 
riiT. There were one or two exprebaions in 
the manuscript more severe than what ap 

lirtnrssel tn naeinf I liiar) ceadn/l dl......... 


account of the report. 

Ke-examined.— i; was expelled from ]\lid- 
dlesex Hospital, be|puse 1 was connected 


peared in print. I had stated, tliat the oiie- 1 vital, bt 

ration lasted more than an hour, and thei^^^” Lancet. 1 never sent a sini^le 
defendant said be would rather be under ^ ^ ‘-'x- 

than over the mark. 1 have not seen the ■ 1’^'" ^ ^ spoke of the odds respect- 

manuscript since the publication. I saw no j the cause, 1 meant, tliat iis we had u deal 
gush of urine during the operation, aud that ^ thowgljt the chances 

1 tliink a reason for supposing that the knife i favour. 1 have not 

>^never entered the bladder. 1 have some ! Hrainger’s School of 


, ..w.. .... . JJ >:n.iiuui Ut 

Anatomy is of high repute. 'I'he lectures 
were ojven to any person. Several of Mr. 
Grainger's pupils were subpanaed on each 
side. 

Aleramkr Lee vfas the next witness, and 
deposed a.s follow.s : — I am not ucvjnainted 
I with Mr. ('ooper. 1 never spoke to him. 


doubt whether Mr. Cooper said, “ Bring me 
my uncle’s knife/' or “ bring me Sir Astley's 
knife,” I have token the examination of ihe 
defendant’s witnesses, and from that arose 
my doubt. 1 pat the report in the dramutic 
toim, and furnished the ({uotution from Bell. 

I intended to convey the impression thaii , i — - -t *•'' «“«. 

the patient had lost his life from want of I ^ years in practice as a sur- 

skill. 1 did not think it a subject for joking : 1 saw jMr. (’oojier perforni the ope- 


on. I appended a note, in which it is re- 
presented, that die man come to town to be 
“ operated on by the vevctf of the great Sir 
Arstley.” The overseers of the parish 


o--.... . J,,,. j.fiiiiriu Lue ope- 

ration at Guy’s Iluspiial. It W'ol^ierfbrmed 
in the usual manner, but was tedious. It 
was the first time 1 ever saw Mr, Cooper 
perbvrm the operation of lithotomy. 1 have 


/vrsuey. me overseers ot the parish , operation ot iiUiotomy. 1 have 

sent the man to the hospital. 1 know Mr. | operation performed from ;>0 to 

napham, a licentiate to the Apothecaries’ ! u.sua]ly performed in ten 

Company. He is my cousin. 1 did not ! ”**®.**^®®' ^ know one instance of its 
assist in procuring his license, i was sur- j « quarter ofan hour. 1 do not know- 

prised at his getting it. 1 have not nil 
any bets on the issue of this cause, 
liave said that the odds were so and so. 1 1 
rlo not recollect what 1 said the odds were, I 


a bur- j A uu u!Jt Know 

made j "y circumstances which occasioned tlie 
ie. 1 1 In Air. Cooper’s op* ration. Three in- 
10 . I i were introduced. 1 did not oh- 


serve whether the operator was collected. 
I am not sure whether the forceps wuia in- 
troduced into the hiiiilder on the first at- 


......w VIUU9 

1 have taken pains to collect evidence. 1 do 
not know that the witnesses have been 
shown a model, and heard a lecture to prove 
to them that the forceps passed between the 
bladder and the rectum. A lecture w as given 
by Mr. Groiiiger. 1 do not know- whether 
the lecture was given with a view’ to tliis 
trial ; but 1 myself have demonstrated the 
purt.s to persons who were to be witnesses 
in the cause. I examiiieii the parts with a 
view of refreshing my own memory. 'I'he 
defendant was there whilst 1 was explaining 

the parts to persons who were to be wil-;'-"‘ i consuier imMoim ot the 

nesses, ’J'hc defendant also explained them i objectionable. .Some expiesisions in 
to the same persons. I wdll awear timt 1 1 * . 1 did not liear the operator 

<lid not hear the defendant say, Mr. Cooper j ^ extracted was small. 

“ murdered the man as much as if he cut I Cross-examined.- 1 have been a mer- 
bis throat with a kiule. I will not swear ; cliaut's clerk, hut was b.od a surgeon. I 
that j did not make use of the e.xpression j dealt in potatoes about ir u or twelve years 
myself. 1 have heard explanations given to j ago. 1 l.ave operut, d in lithoiomv for'dead 
persons who were, to be witnei^se.s in this j suhjocts, Wlmn an opmUiou i/ in hand 

weeks. 1 stood very close to Air. Cooper | as the opeiator. It often liaopens that vvjmt 
durmgtho openuion, on the left hand side, appears ambiguous to a by-slmnler. the ope- 
1 do not recollect that Mr. Key said he had jraior. if asked, would be able to explain. 


Air. Cooper re-introduced llio knife 
to make a second inci.sion. 1 Ite operation 
lasted for more than half an hour. I tliink 
it did not last an hour. I have no hesila- 
lion in saying, that it lasted from Imlf an 
hour to 40 minutes. 1 am not prepared to 
give an opinion as to whether the operation 
was skilfully performed. 1 consider Mr. 
Callaway a better .surgeon than Mr. Cooiier'. 
Generally sju-aking, the report in Tni.; Lan- 
cet is e.irrect. 1 consider the form of the 
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This is more particularly The witness said be did not like to giro 

operation is perfoi ni only, and | an ojuriion upon so delicate a point, 

not by the to give an opinion | 1 he Lord ChieJ Justia said, that the ques- 

ot ' an gt)eratlf.."ur t tiis nature, without ask- j tion was a very invidious one. Supposing 
operator to explain what appears! the merits of the two g^niWmen to be equal, 
doubtful. JSio surgeon of experience would ; the governors had a right to elect Mr. 
venture to give an opinion, without speak- j Cooper, if they thought proper, 
ingtolbe operator. I Uiink it most pre- Cro-ss-exarained.— Mr. Cooper was de- 

sumptuous and rash in a young man, and a j munstrator under his uncle, and gave great 
pupil, to give an opinion, without speaking pj,, recommended by all 

to the operator. Nex^ to ii\e operator, the | jurgeous in the hospital. Sir A. Cooper 
person most competent to give an opinion, j tj,e hospital intended to 

is the assistant' surgeon. The report i“ i «,iect his nephew, till I informed him of it. 
The Lancet, is u very unprofessional re- j j Cooper hod served in the 

port. 1 he mode of operating for the atone j Hospital, and also as arroy*sur- 

is not settled in any country, and any sur- 1 Spain, under the Duke ofWeiling- 

geon uses what instiumenis he pleases. Ijton. He likewise served in the same 
saw a small discharge from the first incision, j capacity in Canada, at the close of'«tUe last 
It was impossible to say whether it was j ^.jr. He afterwards studied at 

blood, or blood and urine mixed. Sometimes! Edinburgh for two years. He then came 
tbe atone is bedded in the folds of the bind- Hospital. Mr. Cooper has always 

der, W'hich contracts on the approach of an j niaiutained the reputation which induced 
instrument. On these occasiouB, it is better . hospital to elect him. 

to allow the instrument to remain in somei , , .t,. 

Mr. Wskley then proposed to put m the 

Re-ex«iainod.-I think Mr. Cooi'^r owed ‘'i' '‘®>P‘‘‘!- “ P*'* 

it to the cla... to ijive some exi.Un.tion ofl“‘ ‘“f 

the Losnal difficilty. It is »” »d«i».te exMnmnUonof them could not 

; a skilful opotalor would have f'”'' I*** 

i... i Sir J, Scarlett md, that if tlie defendant 

could not make out a case without these 
preparations, he could not make it out with 
them. 

'J'he preparations were then brought into 
Court, and were examined by several medical 
gentlemen. 

Ldird Tenterden, (atldregsiiig the defend- 
ant. )—W horn do you call to speak to these 
preparations I 

jMv. II call Mr. Alderman Par- 

tridge. 

i'lir. JIdeman Partridge examined. — I have 
examined tliese pieparution.s. Whilst they 
are in tbe glass 1 cannot see tlie incisions ; 
1 see the opening in the bladder. 1 cannot 
give any reason wliy the operation should 
have lasted an hour, without having the 
preparations in my hand ; and 1 would not 
iiko to give a decisive opinion on the sub- 
ject, wiihout having {'xamiiied them by my- 
self. ] cannot, as the preparalioiifi are now 
before me, say whether the incisions are 
oljli<iue or ijorizontul. 

Mr. Wakley. ^My l.ord, I have not had 
an opportunity of examining the prepara- 
lionH, nor have any of the witnesses. 

Lord Teriferdcn . — I cannot lielp that, Sir. 
Mr. WuhU'if said that his case was now 
cloiied. 

A Eiiort conversation took place between 
Sii .1. Scarlett and the Lord Chief .Tuslice, 
us to the propriety of proceediug with the 
pluintitl'K disc that evening. 

Mis /-iirddo'p seemed ile'irous that Sir J. 
Scarlett should opeu las case that night, and 


tbe cause mf the unusual difficulty 
possible, that 

discovered tbe cause of tire difficulty. 

Thomas Jiolton.^l arn a surgeon. I read 
ibe report in The L.-iNctr, It is, generally, 
correct. The operation lasted an hour. I 
never saw so many instruments employed 
before. The operator was not in a state of 
self-possession at first, but he recovered. 1 
never saw t!»e cutting gorget ii.sed ot the 
lame time with knives, on any other occa- 
sion of a similar nature. Before .\lr. Cooper 
extracted llie stone, be said he could not 
explain the cause of the difficulty. I do 
not consider that tlie operation was scien- 
tifically performed. 

Cross-examined. — The operation, in ques- 
tion, was tbe sixth 1 have seen perforiued. 
1 have seen none since. 

Benjamin I{animn.—l am treasurer to 
Guy’s Hospital. 1 have held the office 
thirty-one years. Mr. Cooper was elected 
nssistaol-survyon on the I4tli of 
and Sir. A. Cooj or was elected to the ottice 
of consulting- siir;;eon on llt»* sauie day. 
When Mr. Coojier was elected, he w'us 
considered perfectly coinpeieut to the of- 
fice. None of the goveniors of the lio.'jpi- 
tal are snriieons ; hut tliey have daih' op- 
portuuifio.s of asterttiining the qualifications 
of the apprentices. Mr. Corqicr w’as elected 
to his office, hecuuse he was best fitted to 
fill it. He would have be^ u eUcted, if he 
hart not been Sir Aslley Cooper’s nephew. 

'I'he defeailaut presied the witness to 
State, whether he di«l not consider Mr. 
Callaway a belter snrgtjori than Mr. Cooper. 
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proceed with the examinotion of bis w. 
nesses to-morrow ; but 

Sir J, Scarlett submitted that it would be 
more conTenient to the interests of justice, 
that be should address his remarks to tlie 
jury when they were fresh, and not in such 
a state of exhaustion as they must be in at 
present, after the fatigue of the day. As far 
as his own personal conrenience was con- 
cerned, he w'ould rather proceed tliat even- 
ing, whilst the facts were fresh in his 
memory ; but as it was impossible to close 
the plaintiff’s case that uighi, 'it would be | 
more conducive to tbe interests of justice, | 
thtft it should be placed at once before the I 
view of the jury. i 

Lard Tentirden reminded Sir J, Scarlett] 
that to-morrow was Saturday. | 

' Sir J, Scarlett was aware of it« It would 
not, however, make any difference, as he 
should not take up anything like the time 
that had been consumed by the defendant. | 
lie ahoold certainly Iiave to call witnesses! 
to support his statement. He ahould call j 
some of the most eminent surgeons in Lon- 
don. He should not call many of them, but 
some of them he must call. 

Lord Tenterden then adjourned the Court 
till half past nine o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

A Juryman complained of the difficnlty 
which he had suffered, iu common w'ith his 
brother jurymen, from the pressure of the 
crowd that morning. They had found it al- 
most impossible to get into Court, aod w'ben 
they complained to the officers of the Court, 
they got from them neither assistance nor 
relief. He conceived that this was a little 
too bad, as the jurymen were liable, to be 
ffned, if tl»ey w’ere not in Court by a given 
hour. 

Lord Tenterden was sorry for the inconve- 
nience which the gentlemen had suffered. 
But t!»e fact was, that the officers had that 
morning been overpowered by the crowd. 
He had only a certain number of officers in 
the Court, and, in ordinary cases, they were 
quite sufficient to provide for the good order 
of the Court. 

The con venation then dropped. 

We copy the following paragraph from 
The Sun : — 

Such was the anxiety to obtain ad- 
mission, at the onening it the Court, that 
one gentleman who incautiously carried a 
sword-stick, had the case of it actually 
crusjied by the excessive pressure. I'he 
point of the sword was IbreeJ into a gentle- 
man’s thigh, and the greatest confusion pro* 
vailed in consequence.'’ 


^ Satuuday. 

Sir J , Scarlett rooo iind addressed the Jury 
as follows: — May it pit-ABe •your Lordship, 
and Gentlemen of tbe J iiry,*the time bus 
at length arrived when the plaintiff is en- 
titled, according to the form of proceedings 
in tliis place, to lay before you the grounds 
on which he seeks redress for one of the 
most injurious attacks upon his fame and 
fortune that ever appeared in a Court of 
Justice, invented byifaisehood and malice. 
Hitherto he has been put on his defence, 
though he is the party who complains, and 
thoogh he seeks redress at your hands. 
Such is the fate of human pfilairs, that during 
an entire day he has been placed upon bis 
defence, as if he had been indicted for a 
criminal charge, and up to tliis hour you 
have no reason, that 1 am aware, to know’ 
of what it is he complains. I have no doubt 
you all feel that you ore now sitting in judg- 
ment, not upon what reparations shall ^ 
made to an injured man for one of the basest 
calumnies any man can complain of, hut 
whether Mr. Cooper is not a party unworthy 
of his situation, who has contributed to 
shorten a man's life, and who wants that 
skill aiid knowledge of his profesaion which 
no man has ever dared to doubt, who had 
any skill or knowledge himself. In early 
hfe, as soon as his profession was ffnally 
chosen, Air. B. Cooper became a pupil at 
the Aiorwicii Hospital, the most distinguish- 
ed, with tlie exception of tliose in London, 
for this operation of lithotomy. He served 
with diligence in that hospital for nearly two 
years. He t’nen came to London ; he was 
admitted a pupil of Guy’s Hospital, where 
he continued for a year and a half— nearly 
, two years — w’hen, as 1 hope I may be allow- 
ed to say, and 1 hope 1 shall off'end nobody 
j by saying it, his merits, as well as his 
manners, recommended him to that notice 
by which he w'as ajjpointed Assistant-Sur- 
geon to a Begimem of Artillery, and went 
abroad in 1813, and was present in every 
battle till that of 'J uulouse— that grand 
effort which was the basis of the peace in 
IU14. His iirst exhibition of coolness was 
in operating on the field of liuttie, under tbe 
roar of cannon, nod exposed to danger. 
Mis experience as a surgeon was known in 
that field wliere a nian requires both confi- 
dence and talent, and he bud the opportu- 
nity of showing that talent which was the 
ground of his honourable relation wishing 
nim to pursue that line fur which bis abili- 
ties rendered him so peculiarly eligible, and 
in which, if he pursued it with the interest 
and talent he had e.\ihbite(l, he had a pros- 
pect of attaining great eminence. He w’put 
to Canada, and served nearly” a year in the 
last unhappy war in w'hicli we had the mis- 
fortune to engage with our friends iu Arne- 
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’lica. Wlien that torminated, ft the 

student; and there ^^t for his 

ction 0 man c,uM«t^vu as a pupil. I ie you found incojnpetent or tlmuglit so. brr 
aras placed i(f the high situation of I’resi- : A. Cooper would have been 'J j’™,' 

dent of a Society until he tjuitted it. He lice as well as m tepulation. ^ 

had it open to him to choose what line he ; had a right to say, not by s 
thought fit, He miahl have taken his do- : only, but by that best ‘'/““"y * ‘ f 

gree. and establiahed himself as a physieiau ' Asilev bore to his nephew a filneas and 
—he had the example of his illustrious uncle; capacity, that that htness and “P""J “ 

in his view, one of the most distinguished ; established beyond all doubt O” 

ns well as the most prosperous, and which ! suhsiaiitial proof . Oeutlemer^, I ra appren 

he tliougilt proper to iiursue. Sir A. Cooper ; ticeship expired m 18‘2d. e 

wass the Surgeon of Guy's Hospital; and he. i time cniisiderahle experience 

had been the pupil oGMr. Cline, n man edu- ; practice. He became a ^ 

cated in the same school ; he became bound j own account, sliU coiitmumg, h | 

an apprentice to his uncle in 1817 . Dur- 1 render assistance when his 

iiiff that period his assiduity vi-aa unremit* it. NVhat happened at **7 P . 

liag. 1 have a right to sav so, from the! Ihst establishment, bout whleh, for the 

evidence of that excellent and honourable [ l>resent, I say «othing,-highly useful, a ui 

man, who gave his testimonv yesterday, and ! of the greatest advantage to t le » 

who was inleiuied lobe insidted, who stated i individuals connected with which, the go- 

ihathi.sconduci was honourable, to hiinself, ! vernors, upon whose character no impew.li- 

aiid satisfactorv to all around l.im. Sir A. imeul was ever made, (until tins scandalona 

Cooper made him his demonstrator of ana- utKlinfamous publication,) thought iiexpem- 

torav. Sir A. Cooper, who gave disiiu- j out, for the advantage of their chanty, to 
uuisluid lectures there, found him a valuable ; establish a School of Anatomy, as wel as 

assistant, which led Ir.ni to obtain actpiaiul- ' that which existed at St. 1 homas a. 1 liey 

mice with ail the most alistruse jiaris of the bud a right to do so ; bavuig one 
profession, and he had an opportimiiy, is it that dares, unless he defies all decency 
wliich every man does not possess, to be* and common sense, to complain . t nleas 
come, by-and-by, of the same fame and the bvcause they thought in their own hos- 
sanie success as his lionouraiilo relative. P'tal. wilii tlie conmderatiou 
lie did more than lliut. -Sir A, Cooper, surgeons, it would be well to found this 

whose practice has been probably more ex- iachool, wdio is it dares to complain that 
tensive for a numbi-r of V cars than any other; they did not advertise m the newspapera, 

in the world, called hv all sorts of land ask some iniormation from Inn Lvn- 
perLms to perform the most din'ic.ilt opera : » rr where they were to get assistance . 

tiou..,aTid who never, as tho.o who know i !'!=« l.umi.erls 

him can say, allowed the cull of the poor to 1 then Imve been calloil forth from their dark 
be .lisregarded-who bcUowed as muih injldaccs, to have been made .urgeons to this 
hiimanitv a. for gHiu-^MrA.Cooper, having is not trom the school of 

duilv mid nigi.tly rcqui.llioiu, wu. obliged ' thine, of Cooper, of Green-no. nor even 

to do that whicii ( V! rv per.'on in his exten- ; Gailaway hnnself— that we ought to 

sive practice must do— riumelv, have a per- surgeons ; no, it i.s from the iiewspa- 

bon to as.sist him when h« was called j pf r.^ in the shape of 'i in; Ia^.vrr;:i , that you 
ui.ori to one place of cmergencv, that his ought to ohtmu iniormulion on such a point. 
i>‘itienl.s miubt not want him in arm- . This is the wound that has sunk deep into 
Ihcr. Sir A. Cooper found in li.at ne- his breast; lus dignity has been di.sre- 
phew of llie fittest persons to yesist yarded ; the immense urcumium of hift work 

him. and was aide, accordinir t(» the state- Ims been disregiinled.-it has been passed 
MO lit of that moiit emim ni man, lo dis- uMMotie d by Guy a Hospital. He baa Ut- 
il .iiKC ihe most important dutea, he.C'mpl^ui lo ,.rove that wd.ich he had the 

himsi lf, f rom tim impossihllity of b- ing in audacity to allege, that it was merely through 
two or three piait s at th.* taixie time, wa.s the iiKstruinentulity of Sir A. Cooper, that 
fore, d to empi ■ . an .nsri.-rnf,. Gentlemen. Mr. Jlrarisby Cooper win* put into that ailu- 
do n-it s’lfh an <<m’tl..ymei.t cu:i be aiiou, without regard to hnimfiita. Has Im 

the r •suit of fuvonr ; ti.e mo: w->u who cm- proved that ! Ho has proved (he wry re- 
vd tv-i an iHsistani for timt p irp-se. for hi» veise. 1 return now to the immediate sub- 
O .VU honour un i inl.-ri-s», is obliged to em- jwt of the opeiaUon whudi Mr. Cooper hoa 
I»h)v a competent man. I le cauaot du other- porfoimed. He is now, 1 believe , at the age 
wise. Consider, fm rt uionu'ut, what situa- ot H lorilo. He baa performed many ope- 
tiou Sir A. Cooper would he placed in, if. rations fur the atone -many at Guy 8 H OS- 
oayouTacndmg for him to perform a difh- pUal. His Bucce&stul operations have not 
cult operation, aud, huding him otherwise «eeu reported. 1 do not mean to say that 
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with respect to others of {treater ex calculated to give the least paia 
or who have performed greater nuiabera of] and to the patient. Tim first 
such ail operation — I do n(jt mean to con- oppration, howiMt is to ascertaiu tlie exist- 
teml for an instant that he is greater than euce of the stone. Thi.i is done, by intro- 
ihem; but 1 sjieak of Mr. 11. Cooper, who, ducing through the urethra a sound — a 
from his experience, has perfoi med many of small rod of steel — this, introduced through 
the operutious most (iilficult and complicated the tender passage, finds its way into the 
— this Ojieraliou of the stone especially, bladder. Then, by turning it about a hille, 
Now 1 shall endeavour to state to you this if it encounters a bard substuuce, striking it 
ruse particularly j but you are not to under- with the instrument, the operator hears the 
siand that 1 am giving you a lecture, or sound of it, and ascertains the existence of 
stuliug more of the anatomy of the case, than stone. 'i'Jiat being^one, then conies the 
the course of this proceeding makes it ne- | operation. For the purpose of the opera- 
eessary 1 slioidd be awaro of. (jeiiUenien, j tion, (when 1 stale to you the. practice, you 
there was a lime wlieii this unhappy opera- j will understand me as stating it subject to 
tiou was attended with almost ceriain loss i any errors that may be corrected by und-by,) 
of life. The improved surgery of modern i the patient is tied down in the simplest 
times has much improved the consetjuentes i manner. An incision is then made in the 
of thisilisaster, so that the uuinher of those: perineum, between the scrotum and anus. 

I who die, in coiiipariBou with those who are | The finger is itUtoduted into the bladder, 
gilved, is very few to what it formerly was. ; and it very often hajipens that when it is, the 
1 believe it is generally considered now, j stone is thrown out in a moment without 
that the number dying is about two in 16;iuny other instrument. In rdiildren, the 
tliat is, one to seven and a half. Formerly, | parts you are to operate upon do not !i(‘ far 
they very rarely escaped. At one time, the from the surface, and are easily reaclitd by 
numbers were as one to four or five ; miw it tiie finger, in j>roportioii as ibe person be- 
is one t:i seven and a half. This disorder comes adult, the pai ls swell, and ilierefure 
Koiuelimes attacks infants, and in that form ; it is nect-ssurv, pi.rf icuhirly in adults, that 
it is most easily dealt with. Many per.sons insiiutmoiis .siiouhl be Lad recourse to. No 
are of that temler age, tliat the stone may man should ever attempt an operation of this 
he exiraclitd almost to a certainty without kind, wit'umt having a number ot iustru- 
haisaid. With othjBiR the d.mger increases menls with lum. lie. would be. most pre- 
but 1 believe that -Mr, llruuitby Cooper has ' sumptuous ifhe ilM. The eye of the opera- 
i»ei'fonn‘. d tlie operation on pethups one of, tor does not CMiable him to see in wlmt situsi- 
the oldest men that: ever sutVered it — a per- lion the st 'ue is phifeil — it is all tonc'i and 
son whose age was U7. The operation is feel — come'ineuily, a wniety of instrumeul."S 
n “Ver perfiinned oo uii a\lult, till he himself must be necessary and overy man, who tii- 
Imds ihut the ).ain iio :.mfU'; s, or the appre- tcrsdsiu; a sargeuii, know s tliat hois hound to 
hensiun of the loss ol'life, is groHler than the , iiave uli liu* instruments that are used m the 


risk of the o-peratiou . llvci v man must judge 
of that by his own feelings, l liere u some- ; 
tiling in the ftjiparatus more ternb’e tlnin in ! 
tiie ojieraliou itself, soim tiling thr.t op’Orates 
on I hi* miiol ngaimsl being the subp.’ct of it ^ 
mid It is m;!hing but liu* extreme pain, or 
till* apprehension of ilie loss of life, or under 
th;* hopes of being reiivved from it, that 
gives tt Jiuriy cournge to submit to it. You 
may sujipo.’je, tiierefore, tiiut no surgeon was 
ever called ujmu to operate, unU.>s inuler 
extremity. Where llu* yuitient .says, ** I 
eimuot live. J must die under it, tlie ur- 
gency JS«0 gierif, tliat I eliil upon you forin- 
suuitr«iief; uU judguieiU is ul an otul ; you 
must perform tiitit aporutiou, or i must die.'* 
W hat omirstf is left, but to perfima the 
operution ( Now, ht* it uudei stood, that the 
|KMii! uiur jiraciico cf dift'i.‘reut Burgeons, in 
sbghi di‘g!'ee, I ar.e4 i but they are all 
eniployeti fir tuo same tMui. It is not my 
jouvim e, lieve, to d< B el ibe ami remark upon 
the merits of the diiVeioat scliools. You 
liiive heard that tin? Frencli bartily use any 
ot th« instruments that wo do. W <• use the | 
instrumuiits tbnt we think best, uad those | 


school of surgery in which he has been 
taught. I'he first operation if;, then, to in- 
troduce iiguiii into the uretlira this sound or 
staff. Ylr. Key. a most eminent su.gcoii of 
the hosjdtul, has lu*eu Iiimsadf liie invi iiiar 
of the straight htatf. He eoUsiUeis it highly 
useful. Jsome um? it, some do no!. I’iiis is 
mere matter of opiniuii. Wluii he calls hi.s 
.stuiV is a striilg’iit stick, not cuivod, with u 
point. I’lie uieihra i.s along camii, which 
passes thri'Ugh whiit is called the prostate 
gland, hv fere it enters the bladder. In the 
; prestate {.-land, it han a e.niimunicatien witli 
.itlier p'tii !:> of nnim.'.l lif *, which 1 need not 
; aruule. to. Hut it is openetl into liic blad- 
der. fbi passing the staff, you peiulrute 
into the i»|»ciiing into the prostate gland, 
; ainl it i.s inserted into the hhidder. I'lie 
•slutV )iu.> a in;-\e in it, which is p;;ssed in 
; front, and between the Ir-j-s of the patient ; 
; and the US'* of the l urve is-, that wh oi liu* 
.-operator intioduce.s his knift*, it toiu In-s tfie 
' point of the curve. iu ii the point of tin* 
knife is in tl.e htutf, lie i.ben kuoa-s lie is in 
the true direction of llie ureihra — that iio 
there can get the prostate gluud, uiid hy 
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bringing the staff forward, and altering > ^ 
position a Uttle, he gets i^ntethe bialder. 
Sir James Scarlett Uievi WtTnVon to explain 
the mode of operating, at some length, If 
the forceps cannot find the stone, then the 
sound is introduced through the opening, 
and it is s common practice, if the stone 
cannot be felt, to try Bounds of different 
forms. The stone may be enfolded in the 
bladder, or so suspended, that it migiil be 
extremely difficult to get at it. 'i iicn the 
operator has recourse t his scoop, which is 
an instrument like a tea-spoou in its shape. 
With this an exertion is made to touch the 
stone, and thereby cause it to fall, so that it 
may be got at by the foroepa. Now, it 
sometimes happens, that there are cases in 
which the most skilful operator is baffled in 
his exertions to reach the stone, or to find 
out the position of it, and where the cause 
why its situation could not be ascertained, 
has been only discorered upon a ptnt»mortem 
examination. A surgeon may be convinced 
that the stone may be lodged tomewliere. 
but still in B position where he cannot 
reach it by ordinary means. In that case 
other means must be resorted to, and a 
second incision may become necessary, 
Tliis is the usual course of the operation ; 
but 1 wUl come now to the operation in 
question, which was performed by Mr. 
Branaby Cooper. The man had heen sent 
up from a parish in Sussex. Now there 
were eminent surgeons at ilrighlou, and it 
was, therefore, only fair to a^isume tliat the 
case was one of great difflcuUy, or the pari:>h 
would not have gone to tlie expense of send* 
ing him to London to be operated upon. 
However, be was sent to the hospital, and 
Mr. Bransby Cooper saw him. Although 
he was a atout man, witit a hectic com- 
plexion, Mr, Bransby Cooper ascertained 
that his kidneys were in a disordered state, 
and that it was necessury to postpone the 
operation until this disorder was abated. 
It was accordingly postponed until the 
agony he suffered rendered llic operation no 
longer proper to be delayed — until, in short, 
it must be performed, or the piilient 
must die. Mr. Cooper made arj imisit n, 
and there was an immediate flow of unne — 
not a gush—for, under such circumstances, 
no gush could ever take place, owing to the 
collapsing of tiic parts. ifcMbeu inserted 
his finger, but could only reacli the prostate 
gland; and the wouud was in the right di- 
rection ; he put the forceps in to see if he 
had reached the bladder. This was most 
easily to he asceriainod by the forceps, for 
the forceps, being shaped like u pair cf 
sdssars, could be earily expaudini withiu 
the bladder; and, if the stuue was iu iho 
ordinary situation, would eu.dly luy hold of 
it; but the forceps could not be exponded 
in a solid substance, like the { ro^iate gland. 


JR*Cooper, however, could not find the. 
stone ; he had no idea, even, where it was. 
The first idea w^aa, tliat the previous indi- 
cations were fallacious, and thst there was 
no stone at all ; and Mr. Cooper felt very 
anxious, as any person might naturally be, 
under such circumstances. He then had 
the option to curry his instruments all round 
the bladder, to feel for the stone, which 
would have re<|uiri*d force, or to make a 
second incision ; he chose the latter, and, 
calling for Sir Astley Cooper’s knife, he cn- 
I larged the wound, and then again tried the 
I forceps, but without success. He then 
thought he would ascertain, with the sound, 
iif, indeed, there was a stone; and then, 

I upon withdrawing the sound, the curved 
j point of that instrument struck Um stone. 
I This proved that the stone lay, as it were, 
I upon the upper part of tiie pubes, and ac- 
I cordingly it became necessary to resort to 
;the bent forceps, which, by means of its 
'curvature, might touch the stone, and bring 
' it down. 1 he bent forceps, however, could 
i not touch the stone, and what then was to 
I be done ? The only mode was to make a 
wound in the prostate gland, large enough 
for the forceps to be introduced through it. 
; Mr. Cooper then usnI the gorget, hut not 
; the blnnt gorget. It was false to say that he 
• had used the blunt gorget. He used tiie 
I cutting gorget, wliich is like a prolonged 
I scoop, and which hos two Jidvanioges ; 
first, that of making the w'ound siifflcicnlly 
large; and, secondly, the adrantuge of not 
■ being able to make it too large ; for it 
: cannot make a w’ound beyond a specific 
Size. According to all the rules of science, 

, the culling gorget will make a woistnl 
; large enough to admit the straight for- 
i teps, which, whilo the abdomen is pressed 
‘down, will catch the stone. This wm the 
! course adopted, and it succeeded. It is per- 
jfectiy’ true tliat Mr. Cooper did say’ ihuc he 
could not imagine wliat was the ditficuliy of 
I the case ; but, wlien he had discovered the 
j difficulty, he had used the most skilful and 
jflie most prompt niet-riA of overcoming it. 
j The stone was flat, and lav. us it were, upou 
the shelf of lire {mhcM, Tljere was no pro- 
truding end for the forceps to lay hold of; 
therefore, the form of the stone, and its po- 
sitimi, fully accounted for its not being 
caught by the forceps. \V hut passed subse- 
quently? '1‘hat which always takes place 
after such an opeiritiou, and w!>ich is due to 
scieijce to be carried into effect— a jmt~ 
nutrim exasninatiou, and \ reservation of the 
parts. Ill the course of the operation Mr. 
Lallawny had himself (tiud Mr. Cutlaway 
was admitted to he a man of skill ) thrust his 
limjer into the wound, to See if he could 
reach the blmidor, hut ho could not. do so. 
It was nn utter falsehood to say that any 
force was used. He would call Mr. Calls- 
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way, who would tell them tliat it ,,1, 

l^roaB and calumnious exaggeration to 'say 
that any force was used. On opening the 
body, a gentleman, who went to wiinesa it 
for curiosity, put hia finger into the wound, 
and could not reach the bladder, owing to 
the depth of the perineum. Dr. Hodgkin 
bad not said that the perineniri was not 
deep, blit he hod said that it was not deej) 
in proportion to the size of the man. J'he 
wound iu ilie bladder precisely corresponded 
with the external wound, except so far as a 
small slip, of no iin|)ortance, in the pros- 
tate gland, had not hit the very spot of the 
.original wound. There was a cellular mem- 
brane between the bladder and the rectum 


of such a calumny, gross and false ira itis, 
or the reporter of it, if true, and yet capable 
of throwing It into such a shape as this. 
After reading the libel, and commenting on 
several passages, the Learned Gentleman 
said that he would not allow this case to go 
abroad, even with the verdict for the plain- 
tiff, if it conld at the same time be said that 
tliat verdict w'us obtained merely by some 
defect in the defendant's evidence. He 
would not consent to lake a verdict on such 
termu. for the i^ke of the character of his 
client, he felt himself hound to produce as 
witnesses, in support of that character, some 
of the highest and most eminent men in the 
l<iofession, and among others Dr. Koget, the 


which was very easily broken; hut no : relative of his ever-to-be lamented friend, 
breach had taken place, and it was per- ■ •'>ir Samuel Homilly. After citing several 
fectly sound. The kidneys were diseased, j cases, in which, for a less aggravated libel, 


fectly sound. The kidney 
and that alone might have contributed to 
the mail's death, without the operation hav- 
ing been performed at all. Dr. Hodgkin 
made an observation, that this membrane 
was easily lacerable, and yet it was pet- 
fectly sound. As soon as Dr. Hodgkin 
turned his back, Lambert took up the pan, 
and exclaimed, “ there is an opening be- 
tween tlie bladder and the rectum Ujion 
which Dr. Hodgkin, wiio is a Quaker, im- 
mediately replied, “ if tiierehe an opening, 
friend, it is thyself has made it ; " and he 
bad made it. Mr. Key would ])rove, und 
so would Dr. Hodgkin, tliat there was no 
opening when they had examined the parts 
immediately before. He should prove to 


the most exemplary damages bad been 
given, Sir James .Scarlett called upon the 
Jury to mark their sense of the serious in- 
jury aimed at his client by the libel which 
the defendant hud thus published. He 
conjured them not to give an opportunity of 
triumph to the defendant, or to hold the 
plaini ifl’up to the scorn and contempt of the 
public, by giving what they niigiit conceive 
to bo a temperate verdict, but which ma- 
levolence and baseness would convert into a 
source of triumpli. 

The following witnesses were then 
called 

Tlimms Callaway examined by Mr. Pef- 
lock—l am a surgeon at Guy’s Ho.spital. I 


them the ignorance of Lambert; for, if j was one of the pupils there, and saw nearly 
he had sense, lie would know that, if the jail the operulious which took place there, 
opening was made by the forceps, it would j 1 have seefi Sir Asiley and Mr. (^)oper ope- 


have been traceable by the extmvasated 
blood; but this was not the ca«e, there 
was no exlravasatecl blood. 1 now come to 
Mr. Lambert, the contributor to I'iie Lan- 
cet, at eight guineas per month. Mr. 
Lambext awears that he knows more of his 
profession than Mr. Branshy (bmjjer. He 
makes a commmiicuiion to I uk Lancft; 
j\Jr. VVaklvy is a wit, and Mr. Laiuhert par- 
takes a little of that enteriainiug accom- 
plishment, “ My uncle’s knife” was a pur- 
tiou of Mr. Lamhert’.s, and lie had throwm 
tho whole occurience into a diumaUc shape, 
This it was: “ My inuie’s knife, ami a half 
dozen other insUmm’iits. — Vait nuirUm ex- 
amination, — Gu Tuesday last un operation 
look place by Mr. Bf Cooper, and thexe 
were, used Mr. Key’s kinfe, the cutting 
gorget, my uuclc’*i knife, (he blunt gorg u, 
i\c, ; Hiuj on VVednoK'day evening, as might 
be expected, tlie man died.” Kow, (ienile- 
men, whiit iiiink you of the taste of » man 
wlio had witnessed suoli an operation, ami 
who had thus de.'tcriboil it, ami then thrown 
a description of it into a dramatic form I 1 
know not, if the choice W'ere given to me, 
w*beUier 1 ibould choaie to be the inventor 


rate for the stone, and have operated myself 
six times. Mr, 11. Cooper operated several 
times iu my presence. I saw' the operation 
in (piestion in my diaracter of assistant-sur- 
geon. The operntiou lasted for about fifty 
minutes, I lield the slafil 1 could not see 
the first incision, from the position in which 
J w'as. 1 distinctly felt Mr. Cooper cut into 
the groove of ilie stuff xvliicli 1 had in my 
hand ; I, therefore, enlifriain no doubt that 
the knife cut into the bladder. Wiieu the 
assistant fetds the knife in the groove, he 
delivers the sfatV to the operator. 1 was 
present at the p*»d -mortem e.xaminulion, and 
could find no nuson for thinking that the 
first incision did not go into tlie bladder. 
Xoone can form an adm^uate opinion iof tlie 
difficulty of an operation but tlic operator 
himself. 1 think that 1 liad the best means 
of ascertaining the difficulties, next to the 
operator. There was in this case great 
ditficulty in feeling the situation of the 
Slone. 1 cannot form an opinion as to wlie- 
ther tho forceps reached the bladder tlie 
first time, hut I think that no man would 
have introduced tho forceps unless liis finger 
copvioced him the bladder was penetrated. 

2B 
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In tins case tlie stone wts in tlie anterioT it. There would have been an ejr- 


the bladder, behind the pubes, and high up. i 
'J'hat situation satisfactorilr accounts tor tla* ' 
forceps, wheilier straight or crooked, not 
finding it. We generally expect the stooe , 
to be in the anterior part of the bladder, in I 
the hollow of the pubes j iu the majority of ; 
cases it is found there. The shape of lliis j 
stone was oval and fiat, 'i hat shape ac-j 
counts to me why it eluded the forceps.! 
Tinding that die forceps did not reach the i 
stone, Mr. Cooper tried; different forceps, ! 
and other instruments. 1 sounded the pa> 
tient on the table before he was cut. I did 
not feel the stone until 1 was withdrawing 
by the sound. Although thus perceptible by 
the sound, it might still elude lite forceps. 
The patient was a stout man. During the 
operation 1 tried, but could not reach the 
bladder with my finger. 1 might have 
reached the prostate gland. 1 think that 
in this state of things it was nacessary to 
enlarge the wound, and to do this, Sir 
Astley’s knife was used. It required time 
to moke this second incision with caution 
and care. A cutting gorget was afterwards 
used for tlie same purpose. I do not recol- 
lect whether a hluot gorget was introduced, ! 
but 1 do not think that it was. The cutting: 
gorget acts as a guide for tiie forceps, and 
makes the hole large enough. If the w'ound | 
were sufficiently large before, it would not : 
do any harm, because it is introduced on 
the finger like tlie knife; the stone wasi 
ultimately extracted. j 

i\ow, did Mr. Cooper use the proper! 
means to extract the stone, being in tliej 
place it was I— Certainly he did. i 

Was any great and unnecessair Ttolence | 
used by him f— I think none; nor were! 
there more instruments used than were re* 
quired. 1 think that the operation, under 
the circumstances of peculiar difficulty, was 
performed with as much care as (he case 
could have required. The delay which oc* 
curred in tlie operation was owing entirely 
to the situation of the stone, and the dif- 
iicuily of detecting it, aud not to the want 
of skill or cure in Mr. IJ. Cooper. 

Is Mr. 11. Cooper a skilful surgeon gene- 
rally ?— Certainly. J know that be was 
with the army in the Peuinsula, aud oiso in 
America, as an army surgeon. I know he 
was at Norwich iiosfdtal, which is cele- 
brated more than any other county for lith- 
otomy. He was also at Edinburgh studying 
medicine. 1 think he is skilful in his pro- 
fession, and fit to be a surgeon in Guy’s 


travBsation of blood. The deceased was on 
unhealthy man. I have seen other opera, 
tiona for lithotomy. The length of lime i.s 
tut criterion of the skill of the operatur. 1 
have seen Mr. B. Cooper perform ilic opr- 
ration since, successfully, in about a iniuute, 

1 read the Lancet, but 1 have not seen the 
successful operation reported. 1 have seen 
Mr. Cooper tie the subclavian artery, W'hich 
iu an operation requiiiug the most perfect 
anatointcul knowledge, and could m^arcely 
I be done by accident. Tying the subclavian 
iaitery, in ray opinion, requires greater skill 
I than lithotomy. A by>stauder cannot so 
I well appreciate the difficulties of an opera* 
i tion as the operator liimself, 1 sbouhl not 
i venture to form an opinion upon the diffi* 

; caUies of an operation without first commu* 
i uicating with the operator, 
i The preparations w'cie once more brouglit 
'into Court, and Mr. M akley reijUfSted tliat 
jthey might be taken out of the glass, as 
'otherwise no accurate inlormatiou could be 
' derived from iliem. The bladder, in a state 
iof preservation, was accordingly taken from 
! the glass, and Mr. IVakley proceeded to 
cross-examine the witness. 

'l liere might have been thirty person.*! 
present at the pm'mrttm examination. 1 
cannot say that the stone was attached to 
the bladder, but there was a spot, which 
induced me to think that that was the pre- 
cise situation in wliich the stone was placed. 
The operator did say, dtiting the operation, 
that he could not explain tlm cause of the 
difficulty: 1 think he had no knowledgeof 
the silunlionof the stone ; there is loose cel- 
lular membrane betw'een the pubes and the 
bladder, and attaches the latter to the for- 
mer; when the bladder is empty it is con- 
; tructed, and iben it might embrace the stone. 

; My finger could not reach the bladder ; a 
^ fiat stone is more difficult to lay hold of than 
a round stone, and a small stone is more dif- 
iiicult to lay hold of lliuii a laigc one. The 
.enlargement of the opening required time, 
to do it witli care. It niight take leu .se- 
Icoiids. 'J he cutting gorget was used only 
i once. 1 did nut a.sk the operator to ex- 
• plain the difficulty while ihe patient wms 
'under the operation. He did, he believes, 

I explain It alter it was over, but the patient 
I was unbinding while ho was so explaining. 
He was unbound in Uie course of half a 
minute. 

Mr. C, A. Key examined.— -I am the se- 
nior surgeon to Guv’s Hosfntnl. 1 have been 


Hospital; 1 have known him Ihr about a surgeon since lb It'. 1 have perfermed M) 
years. T was at the examination, or 60 operations of lithotomy myself. I 

and saw the bladder and the rectum. From ; liove seen Mr. Cooper opeiultj several times, 
my examination of them, there was notiting ! In the operations Mr. Cooper has perform - 
to induce me to believe that the forceps had jed, he has nut lost more than the average 


passed between the bladder and rectum number of patients ; from the description of 
with violence. Jf it hod, i must havener- the opciatioo, os given by Mi. Callaway, 1 



lOPER 1?. WAKLEY- 


371 


think It likely that 1 should ha^^^ted 
the same process as was adoplea O/'idr, 
Brnnshy Cooper. 'I’lie lengtli of lime occu- 
pied ill the operation, was no. criterion of 
the skill of the operator. Haro knowm cases 
where, although the stone could be touched, 
tliere was yet great difficulty in extracting 
it, in conserjuenco of the bladder grasping 
the stone. I think, from the evidence ad- 
duced, that the operation was scientifically 

5 Performed. If any violence had been used, 

K think its effects could be discovered after 
death. The passage in the cellular mom- 
hrane would have been found lacerated, and 
in a state of slough, with exiravasated blood. 

I was present at the pc^U mortem examina- 
tion, and the cellular membrane was per- 
fectly sound, and not lacerated. Jf the for- 
ceps had been introduced with great force 
into the prostate gland, it would have sliowu 
the effect of that force : but no such effects 
W’ere risible after death, 'flie wound pre- 
sented the appearaiK e of a fair section into 
the neck of the bladder, through the pros- 
tate* gland. The cutting gorget was, I 
tliink, an instrument appUcuhle to the cir- 
cumstances of the case; but 1 think a knifes 
would have answered the ]mrj»ose equally | 
well. It is only in very few cases, according ' 
to my experience, that the bladder can be 
reached by the finger; but it is desirable to 
do so, if dpbslible. I had some conversa- 
tion with Mr. Lambert in t)je square of the 
hospital, Mr. Lambert said, ** Vour slrai;lit 
staff will never ruccim d in a deep perineum." 

I replied, “ {sir, you know nothing about it, 
having never performed the operation your- 
aelf.” Mr. Bruusby Cooper, in his opera 
tions, has seldom exceeded llie average 
time. 1 have tied the subclavian artery 
twice. It is, when tied in cases of aneu- 
rism, one of $he most difficult operations in 
surgery ; bufji^hen there is no disease, the 
operation is essy enough. It retjuires great 
skill, great jMresence of mind, and great 
knowledge of snatomy, to perfoim such an 
operation. I assisted Mr. Ikunsby Cooper 
in performing this openition, and I never, 
saw one belter performtd in my life. It 
was for aneurism, 1 never ^aw Mr. Bransby ! 
Cooper lose his presence of mind upon any 
occasion. I consider him to be a good and 
skliful surgeon. 

By Wr. ]Vakli(y,—’\ use asmany inatruments 
in jitlmtomy operations as 1 find necea- 
tary for extraeting the stone ; sometimes 
three, sometimes more. If U\e bladder 
contracts, it may hold the stone in coutaci 
with it. 

Ml*. Jo$e}th Liundy examined by 3<> J. 
Scarlett . — 1 have witnessed almost all llie 
operations at St. Thomas and Guy’s Hos- 
pitals for the lust thirty yenrs, and have seen 
Sir Astley Cooper and Mr. Cline perform j 


several times. Some operations of tlie de- 
scription now under consideration, have 
lasted as long. The most tedious one 1 ever 
saw, was by Mr, Cline, senior; it lasted 
an hour and forty minutes. The stone was 
ultimately extracted. 1 have seen tlio 
operation lost an hour, but not often ; one 
by idr Astley lasted an hour ; it wa.i at the 
Hospital. 

Dr. Horl^kht, a quaker, examined by 
Sir J, Scarlett —-I am a lecturer on morbid 
anatomy at Ga^a Hospital. 1 sliould think 
that the perin^m of the deceased, from 
bis size, nimst have been deep. From the 
appeuriiuce of the parts, I was aware of no 
other wound, except one from the external 
surface into the bladder. There was none 
between the bladder and the rectum. After 
I removed the parts they were put away, 

I and J. Lambert asked to see them. 1, or 
one of my ai^sistants, took them down for 
'him. 1 went away. Afterwards J. Lam- 
j bert sliowed me a passage between the blad- 
der and the rectum, oud, as 1 had not seen 
the passage before, 1 taxed liim with making 
it- He had his finger in the passage whea 
he showed it to*me. If that had been made 
recently before death, there would be an ex- 
travasation of blood. It is my firm con- 
viction that it was made after death. 

Mr. lirodie examined by Mr. Pollock . — 
I heard Mr. Callaw'ay’s account of the ope- 
ration, and 1 think that it must have been 
difficult. I think that Mr. Cooper per- 
formed it skilfully. 

Afr. Travers . — 1 liave been in practice 
twenty years, and 1 have been in the pro- 
fession since ICOO. 1 have heard the evi- 
dence of Mr. Callaway as to the operation, 
and 1 have heard of no circumstance which 
could impeach the skill of the operator. I 
think the operator is the best judge as to the 
instrument which ought to be used. The 
length of time is no criterion of the skill of 
the operator. 1 am acquainted with Mr. 
Cooper, ii:ul think that he is an ingenious 
and iuteiiigent surgeon, and fit fur the situa- 
tion he hohivS as surgeon of Guy’s Hospital. 
There are often cases of lithotomy, which, 
for a long time, baffle the skill of the best 
operator, and I conceive the case, in quea- 
tion, to be one of that description. 

Air. Green was next examined. — I am the 
oejihew of the late Mr. Clines and have been 
for eight years surgeon to St. Thomas’s 
Hospital. I have often performed the npe- 
ralion of lithotomy, and am reputed to be 
very Rurcessful. I witnessed one capital 
operation by Mr. Bransby Cooper, that of 
tying the external iliac artery, wdiitb, for 
skill, is somewhat like putting a ligature one 
ihe subclavian artery. 

Dr, Dabington w us next called, and ex- 

2 B 3 
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omined l»y Mr, Pollock . — I know the plain- 
tiff well ; and ibe best proof of my con- 
viction of his skill is, that 1 have placed my 
youngest son under him as an apprentice. 

Dr. Riiget examined. — I have had many 
opportunities of witnessnig Mr. Cooper’s 
practice, and 1 think that he is a skilful and 
judicious surgeon. 

Mr. Morgan was next examined, and gave 
similar testimony as to Mr. Cooper’s abi- 
lities. 

Mr. Hilton exatnined—I was a pupil at 
St. J’hoinas’s, and 1 am now assistant- 
demonstrator. 1 was at the jmst-m>rim 
exomination, and could not reach the blad- 
der with my finger. 

Sir A. Cooper . — I was subpoenaed by the 
defendant, and 1 heard the account given 
by Mr. Harrison of the education of Mr. 
Bransby Cooper. That account was per* * 
fectly correct. Mr. Bransby Cooper hadj 
been in niy bouse, and had continued oppor- 
tuuitic.s of witnessing my practice. He 
.^had opportunities of experience at Sala- 
manca, I'houlouse, and Vittpria, and after- 
wards in Canada, No man can be a judge 
of the operation unless be had petfonned if, 
and no man could judge of the individual 
case unless he was the performer. I have 
been years in practice, ind 1 have in one 
year performed the operation of lithotomy 
is times. 

Mr. Wakley . — What was the particular 
difficulty in this case 1 

Sir A. Cooper.— There was so little water 
in the bladder, that this man must have 
made Wt-iter immediately before the opera- , 
tion. If the bladder were full of water, the 
stone would have been easily struck. , 

Mr.ff'aklep.-^How long may the contrac- 1 
tion of the bladder continue ] 

Sir A, Cooper. — It might la.st an hour. I 
will give you an example. I went into the 
theatre at St. Thoinas’s Hospital when an 
operation of lilholoiny was being performed j 
by a gentleman who is now in Court. It 
was one of great rlifliculty. Tlie stone was 
enveloped in the folds of the bladder, so 
that the point of it only couiti be felt, After 
nearly tbe lapse of an hour, he passed the 
instrument between the stone and the blad- 
der; but the contraction still continued. 

Mr. Dalrpmple^ the surgeon of the Nor- 
wich Hospital, deposed to the celebrity of 
that hospital for its operations in lithotomy ; 
and be had himiself performed the operation 
not less than seventy-six times. Had heard 
Mr. Callaway’s description of tbe operation, 
and saw from Ibut desciifiiion no indication 
of want of skill on tbe part of the operator. 
Hus often had similar difficulties, and has 
always a greater number of instruments < 


than j that were mentioned as employed 
by iU.‘. Cooper. 

This was the plaiotilT s case. 

! .4/r.IFo%replied,— He said it was most re- 
markable that, out of 2(K> persons who were 
I present at llie operation, the plaintiff had 
I thought proper to call only one, a solitary 
lone, to give evidence of his skill, while a 
! host of persons, who knew nothing at all 
of the operation, were called to support the 
plaiotift ’s character. Amongst them were 
Sir A. Cooper, Mr. Green, and Hr. Bsbing* 
ton. He wondered, for his part, that there 
were not added to the list, the Emperor of 
China and tbe great Mogul, By such a 
course, it was attempted to practise tlie 
|fri^atest imposition on the jury and tbe 
' public. But would the jury be so blinded 
and BO duped as to allow themselvea to be 
persuaded that the opinisifis of these men 
were to prove the report ki The Lancet 
inaccurate I Sir James Scarlett, in his ad- 
dress that morning, bad thought proper to 
dwell at great length on the pe rron whom 
be chose to call “ tlm hireliog Lambert,” 
But Sir James should remember that in this 
case he himself was a hireling, had re- 
ceived his fee, and was working for the sake 
of lucre. Objection, too, had l»en taken 
to t3»e term “ bats but if thei Were to 
have their whigs in politics, he iid not see 
why they should not have their bats in lios- 
pitals ; and be was very sure tliat their hos- 
pital surgeons were much more like bats 
than Sir James Scarlett was like sour milk, 
which was the meaning of a whig. (Loud 
laughter.) John Hunter had said that had 
carpenters made work for one another ; and 
so did surgeons ; and that, were it not for bad 
surge ms, good one s would atarre. (Laugh- 
ter.) Bearing this on miod,^ governors 
of Guy’s Hospital, in appbiiting Mr. B. 
Coo|ier surgeon, had, In tlm same day, ap- 
pointed a consulting surgeon and an assist- 
ant surgeon to do the work tbe new surgeon 
would make. He cautioned the jury against 
putting any fuitb i:i what had fallen front 
tlie hosjuital surgeons produced by the 
plaiDtiffi. They too well knew wliat pa- 
tients suffieted in the public hospitals to haVd 
way feeling for tliem. Why had the patienf 
blien kept hound when he asked to be re- 
leased 1 Was be not ikt best judge of wbat 
he was enduring T Was be not a free agent ? 
Old he not know both what were the sufiFer- 
ings arising from tbe stone and the suf- 
ferings arising from the. operation! and 
did he not choose the lesser evil ! Wliat 
he entreated the jury to do was, to ask 
tliemselves whether they would be wil- 
ling to employ Mr. Cooper, were it ne- 
cessary for them to undergo such an ope- 
ration ! — and, if they would not, he would 
then ask them what right they had to send 
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liiiQ back to Guy’s Hospitali to tonuro his 
unfortunate fellow-creatures'! Again and 
again he would say to the jury, let them re- 
member that only one of all the witnesses of 
the o])oration had been called by the plain* 
tiff, and that one n dependent upon the hos- 
pital. For his own part, he had not words 
to express tlie disgust with which he had 
listened to the evidence given by the gang 
of hospital surgepni produced by Mr. Cooper. 
(A laugh.) They stuck to him, and for a 
good reason, because they knew that his 
case now, might some day be theirs. They 
had come there to l^ear down the weight of 
honest teitil^ouy by tiieir names, not by 
their taleuii iTor it did not always happen 
that greal names and great talents went 
hand in hand. 4f the jury, after listening 
to th«%boie of tli|- evidence, would decide 
that they were frilling lo submit to IVIr. 
Cooper’s operaiiuns, «a a surgeon, — and, 
without that 4ooiaion, they would not give 
the plaintiff their verdict, — he (Mr.Wakley) 
was willing t^; give up Thk Lancet, and go 
any where, Oven to a dungeon. But he 
trusted that such would not lie his fate. lie 
trusted that the jury would overturn this 
gang of hospital surgeons, who wanted lo 
support ooe Attothers bad practices! He 
trusted tliil-iSiey wmuld, in future, prevent 
t)io poor ftdHh being hacked, and hewed in 
our hospitals. In the cautse of his address 
to the jury, the defendant was so over- 
powered by the heat, pressure, and fu- 
tiij'ue, that he oblaiu<?d leave from the court 
<0 withdraw fora few minutes. 

Lord Tentirden then proceeded to sum up 
the caise> nad recppitulated th(; evidence to 
the jury, respect to the desire of 

the man to he believed that it 

was pretty pplNAlly understood by sur- 
geons that, tt»T^t»an was of extraordinary 
nerve, he oflAOfjiitshed to be released from 
the operation, to which wish (lie surgeon, 
of course^ ought not to attend, as long a$ 
there was a reasonable expectation of re- 
leasing the patient from his suft'ering. As 
to the report, he thought there could be no 
that it w*ns drawn up in an unpro* 
resj^^l manner ; in such a way as no one 
woolA have done wdib a real sense of pro- 
priety, The delendant Hod objected, that 
only one of tljoae who w^^ present at the 
operation, had been called bv Mr. Cooper ; 
but he (tlie Chief duatice) did not see whom 
lie could, witli proprjely,have called besides 
Mr. Callaway. The others were all young 
men, only pupils, and probably too young 
and inexperienced lo form any judgment 
in the case, that could be reasonably relied 
upon. The question was one of the greatest 
interest lo the public, and to Mr. Cooper 
himself. It appeared, on nearly all hands, 
that the operation was one of great difH- 
eulty j one in which the most able surgeons 
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were liable to failure. It also appeared that 
the length of time occupied, and the number 
of instruments used, were no criterion of tlie 
want of skill of the operator. All these cir- 
cumstances the jury were to take into their 
consideration. If they thouglit that the de- 
fendant had proved the unskiUulnes.s, or 
unsurgeon-like conduct, of the operator, 
they were bound to give him their verdict, 
whatever their (pinion might be as to the 
form of the report, or the motives Air. Lam- 
bert might have had in writing it. If, on 
the other hand, they were of opinion that 
that had not been made out, they must re- 
turn their verdict for the pluiiilifF ; and, in 
that case, they would have to consider w’hut 
damages the case required. The report cer- 
tainly placed au imputation on the profes- 
sional character of the plaintiff; and, as the 
work was in large circulation, if the jury 
believed that the defendant was in fault, 
they were bound to give the plaintiff such 
compensation as should meet all those cir- 
cumsianceH ; but he (the judge ) could by no 
means go the lengths of the learned counsel, 
in saying that tlie jury ought, by their da- 
mages, to mark tlieir indignation of what 
had taken place, Their verdict should mark 
cool aud deliberate consideration, and regard 
for justice. 

Al a quarter to nine o’clock the jury re- 
tire^, ami did not return into court till five 
minutes to eleven o’clock, when iliey deli- 
vered A verdict for the plaintifl’ --Damages 
lOOi.— Laid at a.OUO/. ! ! 

The annouQcement of the verdict was 
folloived by loud applause fiom Mr. Wak- 
ley’s friends ; and the defendant, on leaving 
the court, was cheered by the populace 
in Palace Yard, 


un. Callaway and mu. b. cooper. 

To T. Callaway, E$q. 

Sir,— In my conversation with you at the 
Itut uitetiRg of the Kent Medical Society, 
1 hereby declare, that you never iiRputed to 
Mr. liransby Cooper any want of intellec- 
tual capacity, or professional unskilfulneas : 
and especially, that the word *' ideot,” as 
applied to Air. B. Cooper, was never men- 
tioned by you. 

Yours truly, 

.1. Haslam, M.D. 

Hart Street, Dec. lA, 
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THE LANCET, 

Londoti, Saturdaij, 30, 1828. 

If,” said Sir James Scahlett, iu his 
address to the Jury, on SalU4day lost, “ you 
give moderate damages in this case, you 
will ofthrd an opportunity of triumph to the 
Periodical Press, such as it has never yet 
aciiieved, and you will liold up the plaintiff 
to the contempt and scorn of the public!” 
We do not, for obvious reasons, concur en* 
tirely in the sentiments here expressed by 
the Leurned Counsel, but we may tjke his 
'declaration as n measure of the satisfhctioa 
with which he, nnd those for whom he la* 
houred, contemplate the verdict actually 
returned by the J ury. We believe that the 
Learned Counsel never yet had cause to 
ledect, with so little self'complacency, on 
the effect produced by his professioual oxer* 
tions. lie made a most tdaborale, htii, as 
it appeared to us, and we believe to most 
of his hearers, a singularly infelicitous 
effort. How it happent’d,.tliat an advocate 
of sucli consummate skill, should have been 
foiled iu an undertaking, whertin it was 
evident ilmt he considered himself secure 
of success — how it liappened that he was 
beaten, with every advantage in jmint of 
experience on his side, by a mere novice 
in the field of jurisprudence— how it hap- 
pened that he sustained so signal a defeat 
for, upon his own showing, he has sustained, 
a signal defeat, we shall endeavour pre-; 
sently to explain. But before #kj|iig any 
further ohservatiocs on this subject, we 
think it right to state distinctly the view 
which w'e take of the verdict returned by 
tm Jury, both with reference to the inte- 
rests of the plaintiff, and with reference to 
the interests of the public. Mr. BnANsnv 
Cooi*£tt has obtained u verdict, and the 
Jan has awarded him one twentieth part 
of the dsmages which he sought, as a re- 1 


pamtion for the alleged injury to hisreputa* 
tioR* Of this mdict, as it affects the inte- 
rests of the plaintiff, we shall merely say, 
valeat quantum. We have no wish to turn 
against Mr. Buansdy Cooreii the weapons 
with which the indiscretion of his counsel 
has furnished us, or to apply to his jiresent 
riiuation observations which w'ould proba- 
bly not have fallen from Sir James Scar- 
lett, had that gentleman formed a more 
judicious estimate of liis own power#, and 
relied less upon the chance of crushing an 
unpractised opponent by <}int of coarse in- 
vective, and graluiiout '^isrepreseutation. 
i he intemperance of tlm advocate received 
a fit rebuke iu ilie admirable observations 
of the Leaiued Judge who tried the cause, 
and it must be perfectly clear,, to every im- 
partial man who heard, or who has read the 
trial, and who has attended to Lord Ten- 
te«di;n’s charge to the Jury, that whatever 
might be ibe. accuracy or inaocuracy of some 
of the details t>f the Report, we were le- 
gally, but not morally responsible ; since 
we stood completely absolved from that 
unfoundctl imputation of malice towards 
Mr. Dran-shy f’oiMTR, which the plainlifl’s 
counsel, however liberally he might have 
garnished his speech with this oliarge, hud 
not made the slightest attempt to prove. 
Neither at this momcrnt, nor at any 
former period, have we enterUened any 
other feelings towards Mr. Branvuy 
Coorer, as tt private man, than those 
of respect and esteem. How' fur our opinion 
l^f him, as a public operator, may V® *»ip' 
ported, or may .lecjuire modification, after 
the ^idenoe given at the late trial, dad after 
the verdict returned by the Jury, the pro- 
fession and tho public will judge, We will 
endeavour, as far as possible, to avoid 
making any observations wliidi may add to 
the diifieulties of hU present situation, but 
we will not shrink from tlie discharge of our 
public duty, wlienever any occasion may 
arise which may call for an unreserved pub- 
lication of the Tfti'Tii, Mr, Bbansry 
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CoorER must feel that the eyes of the pub* 


lie are upon him ; and we trust that this 
consideration, as well as the remarks made 
by his uncle in the witness-box, may have 
the eflbct of increasing his vigilance, and 
of exciting or confirming his desire of ac- 
quiring a 'complete knowledge of his pro- 
fession. Give him time,” said Sir Asx* 
hiiv, “ do not crush liiin in the outset of his 
career, and he has abilities which will 
eventually enable him to become a good 
Burgeon, and an excellent operator.” Three 
years, be it remembered, have elapsed 
since Mr. B«A»4aY Cooper was ap- 
pointed to iho office of Surgeon at Guy’s 
Hospital, and Sir Astley still asks us to 
^ive hm tinu, not perceiving that the ten- 
derness w'hich he claims for his nephew, 
might, under ^reumstances which we sin- 
cerely hope may not arise, become cruelty 
to the public and to the poor. Sir Astley 
avuncular, feelingl may render him blind to 
this obvious inference, hut it is an iufet* 
euce which thousands of indfviduuls must 
by this time have drawn from the worthy 
Jlaronet’s admission Tot our own parts, 
wo will show as mucli tcndeiiiess to Mr. I 
Braksdv Cooper ns may consist with the j 
honest and faithful discharge of our duty lo 
llio profession ibd to the public, aud no 
more. Above all, we will not shriuk from 
pressing on the attention «f our readers, | 
tlju!>iJ topics counected with public interests 
to which the cvideiuio elicited at the late 
trial is calculaicd lo give iucresised interest 
impoTtonce ; nor will we cease to hold 
up to public re probation that corrupt sys- ; 
tern under which tiie bi?aevbleut inteutlEms j 
of the founders of OUT public Hospitals are 
perverted and defeated, while the govern- 
ment of those iustltiitious is often virtuully 
u?iur(>ed by n single individual, uud the re- 
venues appropriated to objects foreign to, 
und inconsistent with the purposes of cha- 
rity, As far as we were permitted to enter 
into the exposure of tlint corrupt system at 
the Inte trial, we exposed it ; and wc con- 1 


aider the admiaalons of Mr. Harrison, and 
Sir Astley Cooper, in the witneas-box, to- 
gether with the evidence extracted from Mr. 
Harrison before the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on Anatomy, aa the first steps to- 
wards a reform in the system of government 
at Guy’s Hospitah W'hich must, ere long, be 
conceded to public opinion. At present, 
the government ^ that institution is on 
absolute despotism ; the governors, gene- 
rally speaking, take a mere nominal part in 
the management of its affnirs, and they 
have, with a single exception we believe, 
been nominated by the jHat of the Trea- 
surer. 

There was one feature in the late trial 
which we think it right to notice, as well 
from its peculiarity, as from the influence 
which the decision of Lord Texterden 
will probably have on all future actions for 
libel against the editors of public journals. 
By a whimsical interchange of professional 
functions, the first common lawyer at the 
bat became, upon this occasion, the ex- 
I pouiufer of points of surgery, and the 
editor of a medical journal, having made his 
election to address the .fury in his ovti 
bebolf, was reduced, by the etiquette of the 
bar, to the necessity of arguing a point of 
law. ** He who wins may laugh,” sniih the 
proverb, and therefore, w’hile we have some 
reason to congratulate ourselves on the 
success with which we performed the part 
of lawyer, for ive beat Sir .Tames Scar- 
lett tm the pjint of law, we may also be 
pennitted to laugh at the ludicrous figure 
which Sir .Tames made in his attempt to 
enact the character of surgeon. Sir James, 
indeed, ^^rl^tdieks of that legal maxim 
which gives every man ci^t for aldll in hie 
peculiar calling, threatened, in his speech 
to the Jury, to expose our ignomnee of sur- 
gery, aud we girded ourselves up for tie 
lawyer’s attack on our professional know- 
ledge. The threat, however, shared the 
fate of all the assertions made by the learned 
Counsel ; it finslted iulhe advocole’s speech, 
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but mithed, with a allgbt ftaell of tolph or 
when he came to the examiaation of wit- 
nesiee; it was twiz, amtu, eure, nihil, Ou 
the other band, we maintained our point of 
law; not only againet Sir jAMsa^cARLErr, 
but against the opinion of our own Counsel, 
and we gained it. As this is a matter which 
may involve consequences of great import- 
ance to the liberty of th# Pres8, and as the 
point discussed was misunderstood in all the 
Reports of the trial which we have seen 
in the newspapers, shall endeavour to 
make it clear to our readers. 

In general, a plaintiff has the right to 
open his case, and, by consequence, to have 
the geiteral reply ; 

For courts of justice understand, 

I’he plaintiff to be eldest liand ; 

but there are some exceptions to this role 
as in actions of ejectment and replevin, 
where the party who has to prove tlie affir- 
mative of the MSUG is allowed to begin. In 
an action of trespass, quart dautum iregit, 
{Hodga V. Holder 1 3 CampbeU^t N, P. lieports, 
p.36(3,) the defendant admitt^ tubslantially 
the entering of the plaintiff's close, but 
pleaded a right of way. Here the affirma- 
tive of tko issue being thrown upon the 
defendant, Mr. Justice Baylev held that 
he Lad a right to begin. The same point 
arose in the case of Jackm v. Ileilieih, 
(s2 Starkie, JS\P,C., p . olb,) tried at the 
Lancaster Assizes lbl9, and Mr. Justice 
Bayley, after having consulted Mr, Baron 
Wood, decided that the defendant was en- 
titled to begin, and to hare the general re* 
ply. Again, in m action of mbiuU and 
battery ( Btdell v* Ruml, Ryan and Moody’s 
Hiti Piiui Reporltf p, 293,) where the de- 
fendant pleaded a justification only, without 
the plea of “ not guilty,” and the right of 
beginning was insisted upon by Mr. Serjeant 
WiLDv. for the defendant, Chief Justice 
Best said, *Hbat but for the authorities 
cited, he should certainly have thought, that 


the ontu of proving the damages auataiaed, 
gave the plaintiff a right to begin; but 
that, at it was of the utmost consequence 
that the practice slmuld he uniform, he 
should consider himself bound by those 
cases, until the matter should be settled 
in full court.” 

On the authority of these cases we main- 
tained our right to begin, and to have the 
general reply. Sir James Scaiilett, on 
the other hniid, insisted, fiist, that us the 
plaintiff had to show tlie amoant of damages 
sustained, the affirmaijva was thrown upon 
him, and he was consequently entitled to 
begin ; secondly, that as our second and 
fourth pleas contained negative allegations, 
as that the jilsintiff had net performed the 
operation with the skill which the public 
Imd a right to expect from a surgeon of 
(•uy’s Hospital, \c., the uffirmaiive of the 
issue w'as not with the defendant, bui with 
llie plaintiff. AVe replied Uiat, as to the 
first point, Mr. Justice Bayliv liad de- 
cided that the question of damages never 
arose until the issue had been tried ; und 
that, ns to the second point, the Hllogutinns 
in our pleas were substantially affirmative 
allegations ; and we expressed a hope, that 
the practice which had uiiii^nnly prevailed 
at Nisi Prius, in cases where the defendant 
had justified, would govern the decision of 
the Court. Lord Tenterden intimated an 
opinion in our favour ; but said, tlial as this 
case was likely to become a precedent for 
all future cases of the same kind, and as ha 
bad the advantage of being able to consult 
two of his Learned Brothers in Uie adjoin* 
log Courts, ha should take their opinion. 
The Lord Chief Justice left the Court, and 
on liis return, stated, that his Learned 
Brothers concurred with him in the opinion, 
that the defendant was entitled to begin, 
and to have the general reply. 

This decision will, w’e doubt not, lead to 
most important consequences. It is calcu- 
lated to strengthen the hands of public 
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writers, end to rsise a new baiwerk in sup* 
port of tlie liberty of the press, by deprir* 
ing its enemies of tbe power of casting gra- 
tuitous aspersions on public journalists, 
without being subject to reply and expo- 
sure, Hitherto, we believe, it has been 
the practice of pleaders to discourage pleas 
of justification, in answer to actions for 
nllegod libel ; but, after tbe precedent 
established in the late trial, public jour- 
imlists, agaiust whom actions may be brought 
for having discharged what they believe 
to be a public duty, cannot fail to {)erceive 
the advantage wbiob they will derive from 
putting a plea of justification on tbe record. 
If they adopt that course, they cannot be 
borne down by calumny, to which they will 
have no opportunity of replying j for they 
will be entitled to open their case, sud to 
have the general reply. Nor is this the 
only advantage which they will gain by 
adopting that course : for, under a plea of 
justification, they will not be legally re- 
sponsible for the malice of an agent, pro- 
vided the alleged libel be proved to be 
strictly, and in all its circumstances, true. 
If malice, on the part of an agent, be show'n 
or suspected, a jury wiil, no doubt, be in- 
clined to find, or, if they do not find, to 
presume, inaccuracy ; but still it wdll be no 
small advantage to the editors of public 
journals, who cannot, of course, be cogni- 
sant of nil the animosities which rooy sub- 
sist between reporters and the parlies whose 
acts are reported, if, by a plea of JMi^a- 
Uon,ibay may legally exonerate themselves, 
where the facts are true, from responsibility 
for tlieottimtut of an agent, for which jtUey 
cannot, in realty or equily, be reiponsible. 

We have said that Sir Jamei Scablett 
relied somewhat injudiciously on the chance 
of crushing us by dint of coarse scurrility 
and gratuitous misrepresentation. We be- 
lieve that the aspersions w’hich Sir .Tames 
ScARtETT heaped on our character, in sup- 
port of which, the learned Counsel w'vll 
knew that he bad not a tittle of evidcuue to 


adduce, were made solely under the impres* 
sioa that we should have been incapable of • 
replying to biro, and consequently of de- 
monstrating their falsehood. Notwitb* 
standing tl|| congratulations which have 
|jourcd in upon us from all quarters, and the 
success which the kindness of our frienda 
has ascribed to our exertioRs, we may state 
most unfeigDedly,eihat we look back with 
regret to our errors in point of ommlo», 
eiTors w'hicli are partly attributable to our 
want of experience, b^it still more to our 
state of physical exhaustion. Could we now 
address an untired .Tory, free ourselves from 
tbe disadvantages under which we then la- 
boured, we feel that, in answ’ering Sir 
James StARCSTTS assertions, we could 
reduce that learned person to something 
like his natural intellectual dimensious. We 
will Still endeavour to do this act of justice 
to ourselves, and to the public, by demon- 
strating that there was not a single asser- 
tion, levelled by (his learned person at the 
character of The I.ancbt, which n as not 
utterly false and unfounded, and with re- 
spect to which it is not fair to infer that it 
was mere gratuitous misrepresentation, in- 
asmuch as the learned person did rot at- 
tempt to offer a little of evidence in support 
of it. We shall this W’eek confine ourselves 
to one instance of the learned Geutlemon’a 
candour and love of truth, premising, that 
the aspersion to which w'e are about to al- 
lude, is not more base and unfounded than 
those by which it was succeeded. Sir 
James Scarlmt, feeling that he had no 
case which he could support by evidence, 
travelled out of the record in order to raise 
a prejudice against us in minds of the 
Jury, and for that purpose, repeatad the 
slander, as to the publication of Lectures 
without the leave of the lecturers, wliich, 
as the readers of this Journal ore aware, 
w’C answered on the 4th of October lost, in 
a manner w hich has effectually closed the 
mouth of all other calumniators, except the 
learned Gentleman, Wa shall insert the 
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lenrwd Counsel’s sttack, and reply to it by 
extracting a portion of tlie article which 
appeared in this Journal on the 4th of| 

October. 

“ 'l iiK Lancet, it should s^in, from his 
own slatemeur, was established tor the pur- 
pose of publisiiing lectures delivered at ihe 
hospitals, — in other words, for the purpose ; ,, 
of committing plunder on tlie property of!*, ^ anxious to make 
others to assist himself. Whut! was it to ■ !. -X siibraitted to the public eye? 
be said, that if Mr. Cline, or Sir Asllev I a pubiio 

*<?cturii, suficr such use to he made of his 
works ! Supjmse one of the jury trusted to 


bad taken great pains to prepare a course of 
lectures, which, by-and-by, lie intended to 
publish himself, could he endure it, if an 
unfledged pupil, who had been admitted to 
the hospital, and allowed to take notes for 
his own instruction, was afterwards to fur- 
nish them to a person who meant to commit 
them to the press, without those revisions 
and correciioiis which an nutlior was gene- 
,...11., his works, before 


Cooper, or any other eminent surgeon, 
sliouid compile a couiso of iectnros, ami de- 
hv('r til. m to the pii|iiis of his own eias.s at 
the hospital, who p>a:d hiui for atteni'ance, 
«nd remunerated him for those labours, that 
u pe.iiodical paper should rob him of all ud- 
vaiiiage, und, without hi.s leave and licence, 
make tin rn public, so as to give to all the 
pupiLsiii tlie kingdom, who weio desirous of 
stmiyiug his art, the advantages which the 
lecturer thought lie had e.srablished for him- 
self ; — that he should rob and injure him, 
and gain ten times more than he did himself' 
acquire, after being at ali tiie labour of com- i 
piliri;; lii.s lectures !— that he should do that! 
which would render it unnecescary lor the : 
pupils to attend t'le lectures, becau.:e all llu* 


a person the key of his cabinet, which con- 
taiiud written communications, and that he 
made exiracts from them, and sent llu m for 
publication in 'J iit Lanctt ! Would they 
nut think that tiiat man was one of tbo 
basest of his kind, and would they allow 
him to enter their doois a^iain ? And yet 
lilt se were the persons who contributed to 
liifcLANCti ; and these were die means by 
wliich the editor, i\lr. Wakley, w'a.s enabled 
to roll in his carnage, and laugh at the par- 
ties whom lie thus robbed and plundered. 
He (Sir J. Scnrh'tt) was, upon the defend- 
ant’s own coiife.ss’0!i, jiistitied in paving that 
this woik (Tur: Lanckt) was a soit ohite- 
rary raven, wnicli liveil br plunder, and 


advantiiges derivable Iroin their attendance, I 
might he guiaed hv reading the reports of j its head by the injury 

them in Tu..; l.vNavi 'f Could it be on others/ 


posed tliat there were any persons in the 
lionouiable profession to which ,Hjr Astlev 
Cooper hflouged, wdio were so huso and 
uugenilemunly as to make use of (he privi- 
lege which was allowed them of attending 
these lectutes, for the purpose afterwards 
of giving them to the world, without ih(> 
leave of the lecturer himself? Yes, tliere 
were those who were contributors to The 
Lancet, who were base enough to do this. 


AVe now beg tlie attention of every man 
who wislies to see n cidumnialcr effectually 
exposed, to the following passage, which oj»- 
peured in The lAtncd, of the 4ih of October. 

“ Ihere is no charge which has been 
more frequently brought against this publi- 
catimi by tliose who ure interested in up- 
holding existing abuses, and who sei-k, 
therefuie, to depreciate the character of a 


and who thus enabled tiiO editor (Mr. M ak- ' Journal wliich they have long felt as n thorn 
ley) to make his five or six thousand a year, ! in their side.s, than that w'e have dishouour- 
and to gain the reputation (-1 hedug a **pu-'ahly appropriated the labours of medical 
pular writer ! J he dofendant luid himself' teacher* to our own profit, without the con- 
avowed that The Lancet was a woik found- \ Sentof ithose teachers, and even in sui 


t‘d on the pri:jci(iles of robbery and plunder. 
He. stated that he obtniixul lies coiiuuunicu' 
tions from jmpilsat the hospiiu),aud he called 
them “men of honour!" im a who were 
induced to betray ihdr trust, and surrender 
tiieir lionour ; and who, by making contri- 
butions of the lectures they lu arti, furnished 
that to the public whicii ought never to 
come out of the walls of the hosjutal, ex- 
ce]d by the consent of 11. e leclurers them- 
»elve.s. But tiiis was not a rohberv of 
jiroperty merely ; it was a roidx ry of cha- 
rac:er and reputation. He (Sir. lames Scar 
leti) was glcd that he was addres.'jing ii- 
ihiuen of education, as lie oi.ly wisht d tluit 
this matter should he judged rightly. He 
would ask whether, supposiuf; one of them 


, even in spile of 

their remonstances against the publiculion 
of their lectures. Tiiis charge has been bo 
often, and so cuiifidvntly miule, that we 
doubt nut there are many persons who, 
iiowstver otherwise disposed to think well 
of ibis publication, believe that we have- 
not only published Mr, Abernethy’s Lee- 
tur»*» without his couseut, but that iu many, 
or most, of the instances in which couraes 
of Ic'clures have been puhlisJied in 'J ug 
La N f ET, the consent of the Leclun rs has 
not hveu ohtuiiied. We sliull iiiKcrt the 
charge iu tho language of one of our culum- 
uiaioisi, and we shiilt be content to forfeit 
ihiit influence which hiis n ndered us the 
object of so miicli Hlatidcr and mi.^repr(!- 
seiuution, if the answer wc shall give to 
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it, be not encli as shall for ever silence our 
enemies, if they have the smallest regard for 
decency or truth 

Here followed a passage in a periodical 
work, for which we now beg the reader to 
substitute the tirade in the speech of Sir 
James Scarlett. 

“ It can scarcely be necessary* to remind 
our reade rs of the distinction which we hove 
always recognised between the situation of 
a public leather and Umt of a private one, 
or of the principle upon which we claimed 
the right of j>ublishiug the Lectures of Mr, 
A HiiiNf.i II V. The I -ectures of private teach- 
ers, which we acknowledge to be private 
I'roperty, we. have never published, os we 
" shall prciOutly show, witliout tl»e consknt 
of tlie i,ecturers j but the Lectures of pub 
lie medical teachers, delivered withiu the 
walls of public hospitals, stand, as we hove 
uniformly contended, upon a totally difier- 
ent footing. VYe mainlniued this point fear- 
lessly and manfully agniust jMr. Aoekke- 
TMv iu a court of cijuitv, ond the issue 
of tlie contest was, that the injunction 
wliicU that gentleman obtained agains't the 
jiublicotion of liis Lectures, was finally 
dissolved by the Lord Chauceihu*. So 
iiuich for Mr. Aiiewnei II v's LectHre.s. Sir 
Asii.ky Cooi-Eu’i^ I^ectures came withinj 
the priucijde on which we relied in our, 
contest witti Mr. .Yheum.i hy ; but Sir A^T- 1 
M.Y Coori’.ii cannoi, at anv rote, be one of 
lii'jse who has been idundred of his lite- 
laiy property j for Sir Asxi.i v Oiori n 
gave his pxjvrcRB consent to the publication 
of his Lectures. The Lectures of Ur. JIi.un- 
nr.i.i. on Midwifery, though delivered within 
the walls of Guy’s Hospitui, we dui not con- 
siihT us public Lecturet three ytars ago, 
because, :it that time, no certilicutes of at- 
tendacce on Courses of Midwifery were re- 
(luired by tlie Colleges or the Cniversities. 
VVe applied, therefore, for permission to 
pulilish them, which was not at thaiiilBe 
conceded. Subsecpjently, certificates of #1- 
tendance on Courses of Miilwifery bate 
been required, and Dr. Hu ndeii, has not 
only not withheld hiscouseul from tl.o puh- 
licwtton of his Lectures in this Journal, but, 
0 $ they were to go before the publibV baa 
added to their value by a revision of th? 
])roof* sheets, I)i. Lectures 

on the I'heory and i^ractice of Medicine, 
were published in consequence of the 
iuiimatiou of one of his }»upils, that the 
lecturer would not oflVr any ohjeciioii. 
Dr. Armstkono did, howeve**, after the 
a]ipearuiico of the first Lecture, object to 
the principle of publishing private Lrc- 
turea,!!! which objection we acquiesced ; but, 
having e-xpressed bis opinion, he added, 
that he should leave tlio mutter culirely to 
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ourselves. We urged the ground of public 
utility— and as he found that the pupils 
were desirous of possessing his Lectures, 
he afterwrarda consented to their publica- 
tion, and acknowledged their accuracy. Mr. 
Ah ock’s Lectures on some Practical Points 
of Surgery, wire published with his con- 
sent, and the proof sheets were revised by 
him. Mr. LAwnitscE’s Lectures on the 
Anatomy, Physiology, and Diseases of the 
Lye were published witli his consent, and 
the proof sheets werAevised by him. Dr. 
CLi'iiEunucK's Lectures oti the 'I’heory 
ond Practice of Piiysic were publislied with 
his consent, and the proof sheets were also 
revised by him. Dr. J<ei;nzHEiM’s Lectures 
on Phrenology,!!! like mannei, appeared w'itli 
the consent, aud underwent tlie revision, of 
the lAmlurer. The l.ectures of iSli. Bjundk 
on Chemistry, aud those of Dr. Haslam oh 
the luteilectuid Composition of Jiian, were 
also published with the expre.ss consent of 
the l.ectuivrs. All these facts wc have had 
tbf permissiim and authority of the several 
Leclurers to .stale, from the }»eriods at 
which tlieir re.«petlive Courses were com- 
pleted, as distinctly as we now' stare them ; 
but we have hitherto disdained to give this 
conclusive answ'er to the cidiimnies of our 
enemies, and we have now, once for ul), 
adopted this couise, in order that such 
calumnies, if they be again repeated, may 
lie as much coutemued in nil other quarter.^, 
as they have been uniformly contemned by 
ourselves. We may further stale, that so 
far have we been from the imjmted necessity 
of seeking to obtain Lectures by indirect or 
dhshonourabU* means, that our dilficuUy, on 
the contrary, has been to deal with ihenu- 
inerous ajuiiicalious which have been made 
to us for tile publication of l.ecturefc, aud to 
appease teaclurs, to whose urgent soiicita- 
lions we have not deciiied it expedieul to 
yield. 

We have alluded, in the outset of this 
article, to what we take to he tin- causes of 
Sir Jamks Scahlett’s signal failure in the 
late trial ; these causes are, iu our opinion, 
first, his well-known hatred of the. Periodi- 
cal Press-, aud, secondly, his per: omd feel- 
ing iu respect to the plaiuiiff. Ilia discre- 
tion seems to have been completely over- 
come hy tlie joint operation of these two 
causes. Of the latter wu* shall say nothing, 
because it inny be founded in soiitimeuts 
which are nut imamialde ; but of the 
former wo must beg leave to say a word or 
two in much the same spirit, wherein we 
have commented on the Learned Gentle- 
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man's attempt to make a figure as a surgical 
critic* One of the main sources, we under* 
Stand, of this learned person’s hostility to 
the Periodical Press, is to be found in the 
fact of his having been sent (o his grave i 
before his time by the newspapers, and of 
hia having pernsed the open censure, or, 
what was worse, the faint and equivo* 
cal praise, which hh, supposed survivors 
had pronounced upon him. Many men 
have, in a serious or playful mood, composed 
their own epitaphs ; but to no living man, 
perhaps, except Sir James Scarlktt, has 
it been given to appreciate the terms in 
which his contemporaiies have commented 
on his decease. Such a phenomenon is in 
the teeth of classical auihoriiy, as the 
Learned Gentleman may perhaps collect 
from the following passage ; 

Xtri i'oviroT' airdv okfinv Bpormf 

Upiy M damros rifp rfXtvraiav i8qj, 

’Orus rtpoffas iififpav «raris. 

Eitr'tphl, Tioad, 

which passage, being interpreted, menneth 
that you cannot speak safely to a lawyer's 
good or ilf reputHtion, untii the devil hatb 
fairly laid hold of hiiu, j 

Put there is stiother csiiie which is said ! 
to have greatly coniribuied to exasperate j 
Hir James ScABi vTi’shoitiiity to the press^ | 
to wit, h\s fuUutc as a speaker and legu 
lalor in live House of ( 'ommoiis. Whether 
justly or unjustly we will not now' stop to 
itupiire, but certain it is that the time waa 
when “ Lawyer Scarlett’s poor bill” was 
a by-word for the scoffers. There wo.s, 
and, for ought we know, is, a certain 
Swedish jdjysician named Sini'VE, who pro- 
posed to cure all diseases by a process 
which he called the J/nngerhir, that is to 
any, the cure hy starvation. Whether 
justly or not, we will not stop to inquire, 
but certain it is, that ore of the nblm po- 
litical W'rjter* o ' the day, g'ave Sir Jajif.s 
S cAKi.ETr the t redit of having invented, tut 
a remedy for the evils of pauperistn, the 
very ptcceis which the Uarou von Stuc vj; 


subsequently proposed ss a panacea for all 
diseases. Week after week, Mr. ConBETr 
I insisted tlvat Lawyer Scahlitt’s poor Bill 
was neither more nor less than a project to 
cure pauperism by starvation ; and the con- 
sequence of these reiterated attacks upon the 
learned gentleman’s legislative labours was, 
that the Bill, at length, stank in the nostrils 
of the public, aud dropped stilhborn from the 
Legislature. With the abandonment of this 
Bill, terminated, in efiect, Sir James Scar- 
lett's parliamentary importance ; and the 
wounds which his pride received, on this 
occasion, have never, it is said, been so ' 
completely cicatrised, but that they are 
subject to an ichorous discharge, whenever 
an opportunity presents itself for venting 
bis spleen against the press. For our own 
parts, we laugh at the impotent viru. 
lence with wliich liie learned gentleman 
r AILED to inspire the Jury with the 
malice which he entertained towards this 
.fournal, os a part of the periodical press, 
.Sir James Scauleji took occasiuu, in 
the course of his speech, to express his 
opinion of our abilities; and, that we 
■may not be wimtiug in » similar species 
of courtesy, we will take this opportunity 
of expressing our opinion of the abilitie* of 
Sir Jamis .S: Aui.LiT, We think himpro- 
digunisly over-rated, even as a lawyer ; for 
the rest, we have fio'.dom eucountei-ed a 
gentleman posseasing the ordinary advan- 
tages of education, wlio seems to be so 
teoispletely innocent of all extra-professional 
infonoation. Once, and once only, tha 
learned gentleman ventured to play the 
critic on a passage in Tni: Lancet ; hut he 
did so in a half-guilty, apologetic tone, 
which might, if he had been Jess arro- 
gant in other parts of his speech, have 
screened luin from our iiuimmlversion, Wu 
allude to his ohservatiuiiM on tJiw ]‘hi»»e, 

'* average wfliiwuwof time.”--'* I suppose," 
said Sir James, " that I vhall he •(arllied 
for what I am going to say, by Tus Lam- 
clt, but ii Bcema to me, that the phrase 
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* arerage maximum * is unintelligible ; "ttn 
average is a mean ; now, 1 have heard of a 
mean, and I have heard of a maxinuim ; but 
I never yet heard of a mean maximum.” 
\()u judged rightly, Sir James. VVemust 
subject you to a little gentle scarification ; 
and we would moreover suggest to you, 
that there are more things in this world 
than you have ever dreamed of in ymir phi- 
losophy. We have beateu you on a point of 
law, and ve rou.st proceed to set you right 
on a point of mathematics. Your mistake 
arose from your not knowing tliat maxima, 
similar in kind, but differing as to absolute 
il|uautity, might be made the subject of com* 
parison, and tliut, consequently, one might 
be a mean proportional between others. A 
square is the greatest qusdrilatcral roctilineat 
figure that can be inscribed in acirele, but the 
mugniiudeof the square depends on the dia- 
meter of the circle, and different squares or 
quadrilateral maxima under the similar condi- 
tion of inscription inditferent circles may be 
c>>w pared with each other. But lest this 
should be unintelligible to you, let us put 
the case of an average maximttm taken upon 
the highest tides at l<ondoa Bridge in a 
given number of y asrs. We use the didactic 
method, Sir James, on thit occasion, be- 
cause, although you offered yourself as a 
candidste for the representation of the L'lii- 
vci'rtity of Cambridge, on (lie score of your 
{nisstoa for tour milkf we do not find any 
evidence of your ever haring distinguished 
yourj^elf, either as a classic or a inathemau- 
cian, in the records of Cniversily honouri* 
If you are indeed, as we are given to under- 
stand, tire greatest advocate at the English 
bar, the overage mtnimuin of talent at that 
bur mu&t be marvellously small. 

As a specimen of the tact, gentlemanly 
taste, and sound judgment which Sir J am»s 
ScAHr.f.rt displayed in addressing a Jury of 
Enomsh Ml. full a ms, we beg to direct the 
reader's especial attention to the fol lowing 
felicitous distiuction between the vulgar, 
comnum^plsoe aotimas of honesty wbioh 


. WAKLEY. 

govern the sordid transaction of eommer- 
cial men, and that dignified contempt for 
the silUr, that liigh-miuded scorn for every 
thing in the shape of a fee, which is well 
known to characterise the practice of the 
members of the legal and medical professions. 

*' Gentlemen,” continued the Learned 
Counsel, ** there is a certain privilege which 
belong ! to this high profession, — it is some- 
thing that is better fel#thaD described ; and 
the man that does not feel it, will not be 
capable of appreciating the argument I 
address to you. la the ordinary traffic of 
life, called commerce, there is a course of 
plain dealing, or simple integrity, that 
marks the line between honesty and the 
mere appeaianceof it *, and the meaning of 
it is very well understood by every man. 
But in the practice of a liberal profession 
tliere is a certain feeling of honour whicii 
becomes a geuileman, and which a gentle- 
man only can feel ; which renders it not 
sordid, but which gives it a character which 
belongs to such a profession — a certaiu dig- 
nity — a certniu pride, which makes a man 
feel that profit is a secondary object to him 
— that fame and reputation, and means of 
utility, are its greatest recommendations. 
Either in the profession of the law, or the 
profession equally honourable, and, perhaps, 
equally useful, or more so, that priuciple is 
debased, that principle is destroyed, if a 
man Buds that it depends upon wh«ither he 
makes concef^slons or no to the editor of 
such a publication asTus Lakcsi.’* 

We lake leave of Sir Jamis ScAni.v.Tt 
for this week ; and we forbear making any 
further remarks on the evidence i:i the late 
important trial, uotil we shall be enabled to 
lay an authentic KepOrf before our readers; 
for which purpose shorthand- writers hare 
been expressly employed. The occoimt 
given in this week’s Number is taken from 
the Newspapers. IV e cannot comliule tliese 
observations, without expressing our hum- 
ble but heart- felt admiration of the pa- 
tience, the suavity, and the uudeviiuiug 
impanislity of tbe Leariied Judge who tried 
the cause •, and our own deep sense of grati- 
tuvle, for the placid endurance of involuntary 
technical errors, and the unwearied alten- 
tiun which we received at his hands. 
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FOREIGN DEFARTMENT. 


PERrOKATlON OF TIJi: STOMACH. 


(hsease, in spile of tlie itidigogtlon, will 
lliero is liariil^ any emaciation observable 
previous to death. 

.5. 'J'lic iterforation is always in tlie py- 
loric portion of tin* stoniucli. 

6. lu no case liave any traces of real in* 
flomniation, suppuration, ulceration, erosion, 
&c., of the stomach, been observed; the 
aperture has always a tirculur form, and 
well-defined edges, wliich are burtily ever 
soi trued, but rather hard and lliickened, 


The subject of this nffeclion was 
young girl, twenty- two years old, of a| 
strong constitution, who had always enjoy- 
ed good health until her nineteenth yew, 
and for a twelvemonth after the commence- 
ment of menstruation ; at this period, the 
menses having been suppressed without js 
any apparent cnu!*e, her digestion was im- 1 without, however, being cartilaginous or 
paired ; she becanle subject to nausea, ! tuberculous. In all reports ol such cases, 
sickness, ernctniicn, and a very unpleasant • it is expressly menlioued that no trace of 
sensation of fulness in the stomach, which ! pus, mucus, or sanies, w’ua found ou the 
seemed unable to bear even the lightest i perforation. 

food. At first she had recourse to inedi- ! From this, and similar cases, our author 
cal aid, but finding no relief, she deter, j infers, that we are still in the dark «s to the 
mined to KuflVr the disease to take its origin of the disease in (piestion, and that 
course. The gastric symptoms gradually ; tliose oflVciions which are generally alleged./ 
increased, without, however, having any jas causes of ])erforation of the stomach,*' 


marked effect on the constitution ; when 
one morning she suddenly screamed out 
and fell down, complaining of excessive 
pain in the stomach, and over the whble 
abdomen ; the countenance became of a 
deadly paleness, and eximssiv’e of the 
greatest anxiety ; the extremities cold, the 
pulse in*$ensible, the urine and stools were 
passed involuntarily, and she expired witliiu 
a few hours. 

On examination, the body was found not 
much einnciati'd, the abdomiiial cavity was 
filled by a grv at quantity of a turbid liipiid, 
but no where could any traces of inliarnma- 
tion be discovered ; the stomach being 
empty and collapsed, presented on its ante- 
rior suface, in the small curvature near the 
pylorus, a perforation of a circular form,, 
with defined edges, and two-thirds of an i 
inch in diameivr. Un t)ie external surface | 
of the stomach, there adhered a hard, 
fibrous, lobular excrescruce, through the 


via. chicnic inflammation, ulceration, 
softening of a stirrhus, are by no weans 
capable of explaining Magazhie. 


EXTHACTIOK OF AN URINARY CALCtLUS OF 
UXIRAOnOlNAHY 81XK« 

In this case, which wa.s opetuted upon by 
Dr, Krimcr,of Aix-b-t.hapelle, on sound- 
ing the patient, the stone appeared to be of 
about the siio of a hen's egg ; but the 
lateral opcrotlon having been perl'ornn'd 
with a simple bistoury, it could neither he 
extracted, nor broken to pieces. On the 
lollowing day, the high operation was j.or- 
formed, and* the stmie exlracfcd with the 
lingers ; it was of an enormous siac, in- 
ches long, inclrcs bioad, and in- 
ches thick ; Its weight was ouriccs ; it 
was porous exteriorly, but very li.ird to-| 
wards its nurleuf , and consisted ol phosphnto 
of magnesia, lime, turd ammonia, cxce(>i 
ilu* cfiiirc, whit!) was urate of lime. Tnr 
I four day* in'lvr the operation, the patient 


centre of wjiich tiie perforation passed. Jo 
all other fe.s/*e< Is f/u' stomach appeared per- precari0U8”sta(V." so' 7s' fa 
ibclly Jieuahy. u.d wMhoui a.iy signs ot m-jrefiuire Jarpe doses of stimulants. At the 
flaiiiinuiinn or soflening. | lime of the rej»ort, healtliy soppurslion li«d 

Dr. f.bfuuaver, of D','<.>o-,dcrf, who j.,.mkrj{l condition, n 

the cu.e,«dds Ibc lu.h.vving reiuarksl^j,„y^ljl^. rnniintuion of the case was 
from h’.s ow n oliH-ivalion, and tln.se UntiupaUni.— Dnieje ... U'tih/ier's.Urm 

polled hv Ollier wriu rs. j 

1. Ill all cHHcs of perforation of the 
sU, uracil, where the disi use has been accu- 
rately observed, it has been of a chtouic 
ond lutf-nt nature, 

ti. The prognosis is very difficult, and 
there arc hardly any signs indicative of the 
dangerous state of the patient. 

* il, Ihe remote cause of the disease is 
always the sujq.ression of a secretory action, 
having some close relation to the digestive 
org«n.s. 

d. \o real cachexy is developed, nor is 


ilOm’AD SAINT LOUIS. 


CANf I R OF THE SKIN OF THE ATinO.MI.V, 

MAori. Lackoix, setnt. 62, observed, 
about an inch below the navel, a .small red 
indolent tumour on the skin, which very 
.•ilowly increase'll, and, nt the end of a tweive- 
liionfit, having lit tuiiicd the sime of an apple, 
there uny hectic fever; it seerus even tlialibcgan to cause a sensation of violent huin- 
tiutrition D very little iirfluenced by the ing and laitciiuuiBg pain j cousiitulional drs- 
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t.uil>nt)ce ftt the same lime succeeded, ns loss 
of appetite, impaired digestion, fever, noc- 
turnal sweuls, &c. 'J'liese symptoms gra- 
dually augmented, and, at the expiration 
of tl>ree yeais, the tumour was as large 
as a small melon, and was then the seat of 
active iniluinmation ; its surface was uneven, 
and partially ulceruted, and here and there 
distinct fluctuation might be perceived. At 
this period the patient, who luul undergone 
almost every kind of local and constitutional 
treatment, was aiimitied at St. Louis, under 
M. KichtMQud. She was much exhausted, 
and latterly, a great disposition to haemor- 
rhage from the ulcerated paru had come on. 
M. lUcheraud having observed the patient 
for some days, resolved upon extirpating the 
tumour, which evidently was of carcinoma- 
tous nature, and, if left to itself, would soon 
have led to a fatal termination. It was, 
therefore, comprised between two elliptic 
incisious, and, having been removed, the 
wound was united by live sutures. Perfect 
re ui^ion having taken place, the cicatrix 
was, after two months, comph tely consoli- 
dated, and the general healtii of the patient 
fully restored. 


IIOPITAL ST. ANTOINE. 


Four days afterwards, the wound was again 
examined, and the disease Of the sterttuia 
appearing by no means cliecked in its pro- 
gress, it was for a second lime caute|iied ; 
IK) hmuiurihage ensued, but within a Ed>ort 
time, ervhipelas appeared round tlie wound# 
and rapidly spread over the right side of the* 
neck, face, aud scalp ; the pans were enor- 
mously swelled, tense, and painful ; ilie pa- 
tient was very feveiish, delirious, &c. Re- 
peated bleetiiug, antiphlogistic remedies, 
and low diet, having subdued the general 
inflammatory state, ttie wound began also to 
assume a healthy aspect, and to suppurate 
as before ; several pieces of bone haviug 
exfoliated, the ulcers rapidly proceeded to- 
wards cicatrisaliou, which in leu weeks was 
nemiy completed. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE. 


SUPPrilATlOS OF IIIE OVAIUES AND FAL- 
LOPIAN ll'HLS. 

Marik Dcshoit, thirty-seven years old, 
was admitted into this hospital on the vd 
of September, She had borne three chil- 
dren, had always regularly menstruated, 
and, tiir the last four or live montlis, en- 
joyed good health. From this period slie 
began to be affected with cosliveness, 
accompanied by violent pain in the right 
side of the belly,’ and numbness of tiie right 
thigh, injections and aperients gi'nerally 
relieved these symptoms, which, if left to 
ihemaeive?, emled in nausea aud vomiting. 
In August, the pain wlucli had hitherto been 


CARIES or TnK STF.RNt M, SUCCES antLl Y j 
TlllAltl) BY CACIfiUISAllON. 

Jean Las alls, 27 years of age, of a 
vigorous coastitutimi, was admiUed on the 
Mil of July, on accovint of a tumour on the 
right steroo-clavicular urtieulutiou. NotJiing 
could be ascertiuutd with regard to its j confined to the right side, begun to be felt 
cause; the patient had never leceived any ! m the left iliac region, where a tumour was 
injury on the afleited part, nor hud he ever observed, the increase of wdiicli w»s attemi- 
hud a vvnereal complaint. He hud formetly • eil by nuiubuess uud sbooliug pain of tlm 
been mucli subject to rheuinutic paiuH, tor 1 left thigh. Du her admission into the hes- 
wdtioh he had repealediy uutiergone cauie- ; pital, site wa? f.miul in the fullowing state : 
risutioii, eapeclully over the shouider. 1 he j ihe tumour, in the Udl iliac ii giou, was ex- 
tumour oI the etvmum was of four luonih." I treuu ly putnful, and appi ared i.) he vi ry 
slanutng, and had an utcerali-d surface, ; deep-sent; u ; it ru seil the integuments ffir 
winch secreted a seio-purulent lu|uid. On j "bout an inch above tlie le.st oi the ahdo- 
exaiauiatiofi with a prohf, the steriiuui was <' men, aud could he cov»red by the iiKud ; 
found denuded and curious. J he juint ap- 1 the strength of the left leg was much 
pcared free from di.sea.se, being in no way ■ imjmired ; its heat and seiisihility Vi'ere 


impeded in its motion. Hu (he 11th of 
July, M. Reuuclicne having inmle a crucial 
incision, ami detached the (laps from the 
parts beneath, laid bare the sternuni, which 
was found diseased'to n consideiablo ex- 
tent, its carioua portion being surrounded 
by u 8<»li, bleeding, fungoid tiesh. The dis- 
eased surface, was touched with the while 
hot non, and the wcuud afterwards .simply 
dressed. ’I'wo hours after the operation, a 
profuse hieiuorrhnge ensued, winch, as ap- 
|tear«d on removing the bandage, took place 
iiom the caticeiioos (issue nl the siemuin, 
Mid was armtad by compressss of ngniic 


naiutai. Jhe patient was cnsi^re, mid vo- 
mited almost every thing, very i^oon after 
ingestion; the wiude abdomen was very 
tenats and leflder. Ihider the repeated ap- 
plication of leeches, and the use of emoliiettC 
poultices and mucilaginous potions, no alte- 
ration ensued. During the menstruation, 
which, mi the 6tii of Sepieml er, appeared 
in due time aud (piauiity, the pain ami sick- 
ness somewhat suhsiiled, hut recurred after 
tile evacuutivm hinl ceased. On the 2d of 
October, the patient iiaving Ititheilo sufl'er- 
ed much from eoiistaut costiveness, colic 
pains, and vomiting, w as utiackid with pro* 
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Ittd frbleiit pftifis in the WI7, 
dedftft whi4t tumour suddenly col- 
Ftlfteen leeches were applied to 
thd 'dlttS, fmd opium was given internaily, 
h#f' the diarfhoea oontinoed ; the stools 
wife mixed with blood, the abdomen was 
tense, very tender, aud tj'mpanitic ; the 
patient was very restless and feverish, with 
a small pulse, and cold extremities, and, in 
spite of the administratiuo of stimulants, 
expired on the 9th of October. On exami- 
nation, the brain and thoracic viscera were 
found healthy; the H.er was hrmly ad- 
herent to the peritoneum, which was in- 
jected, and contained a sero- purulent effu- 
sion ; the intestines were united by false 
membranes, which, in Uie left iliac region, 
exhibited a very considerable firmness and 
vastMilarity. On the left aide of the uterus a ; 
large tumour was observed, which, on a 
closer examination , was found to be an e&tar- 
roous abscess communicating with the fallo- 
pian lube, which was, for the most part, much 
dilated, inflamed, and in a state of auppum- 
tion. At the bottom of this abscess, |jje 
ovary was found in an enfeirged stale, iad 
containing some purulent raatter. The ab- 
scess cotsuuoicated with the rectuia by « 
circular perforation, about the fourth part of 
an inch in diameter. On the rivght side, the * 
fallopiau tube wns also found dilated and 
infiamed, without, however, leading into an 
abscess; tlie ovary was of the siae mf a 
hen’s egg, and filled with pus. The bladdor 
and uterus were healthy ; the muotmsiioi^ 
brace of tlie large intestines, was uleerslsd 
in many places. 


SfR. GtlAlNOEA. 

To tht Rl/tor 0/ T«fE Lancet, 

Sin,— In the report of the trial of Cooper 
ne)>Ni Wakley, there are some (juestions in 
tlie cross •(•xaminaiion of Mr. Lambert, 
which imply that I had delivered several 
demmtstruiions, aud abo n lecture, with I 
the view 01 tihowing that Mr. H. Cooper's j 
operation of liihotuiny was unskilfully per* 
foriOHl, As this imputation has been w^idelv; 
circulated through the medium of the prt‘s«f, j 
lam desirous of refuting it, in the most j 
public munner, and 1 therefore trust you I 
will give iusertim to the faUowing 
ment iu your next nomWr. In | 

of receiving many applications frotn gentk- j 
men atteodtng my lectures, wlto were sub- ! 
pocfiaed on this trio), to desaribe to them | 
the anatomy of the pertnaBum, I delivered a ( 
lectute, which was numerously attended,! 
atid among those present were several stu- : 
dents who hud heeu culled ou to give evi- j 
dence, both by the pUiutiiT and defendant, i 
Iu that lecture 1 pointed out the nuatoiiuea | 


relations of tht psrinmom s&d neek of the 
bladder. I also gave several demonatrations 
in the dissecting-room, in the usnal routine, 
on the same parts. But in thus discharging 
what I considered tlie imperative duty of an 
anatomical lecturer, I atudiously avoided all 
allusion to the operation perforfflcd by Mr. 
B. Cooper. On Saturday nKuoinglast, t read 
tlie above report in the i^fwon'rig limld, and 
1 felt anxious to have an opportunity of 
stating these facts in court, I therefore 
made on application through Sir A- Ceoper 
to that efiVet ; but I was informed by him 
that it was too late. Under these efeoum- 
stances, 1 had no alternative but to pubUsli 
the letter wdiicli ap^ared in Tk» 

Hendd, of Monday. In the evening of that 
day I received i^e following letter frem Sir 
A. Cooper, end by his kiud permtiiioii 1 
insert a copy of it. 

Ctmdidt-atreet, Pec. 15, 18f8. 

MfdeSr Stf,-^You have done enaotly as 
1 SH&ed, in pnbUtbing yodr letter. All 
the evideiioe on the part of the defendant 
hid been exaatined | and I, who eas igno* 
rant of these Blitters, believed tbit it wm 
impossible to retrograde. 

By sending yoar letter to the presi you 
have completely exchipikd yOT 

BeUeve me, with real eatetn, 
totti*, alwaya, moat truly, 

In odBcltttion, I faave oMy to add', tbit iiy 
eoUeague, Mr. ^Ueber, b|i requested me to 
state, timt in the denttwabrttiooe irhseb he 
faaa|fre&, Im Imw earefil^y abstitn^ front 
all comment on Ibe above opexatioo* 

1 am, Sir, your obedieol Servant, 

It. PiOnAiaoiR. 

Broad-street BuimiagSv Pbo. 16, 18d8. 

TO CORRESPClKIWm 

F»om the apace ooet»dfd wb3t tM report 
^ of the Trial, wnA fire bnvi been 

compelled to |)ostpOne the iwerlioltiif eevt« 
rot valuable papert till nexl iveelu 
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Report of the Trial, (s!ooper 0. 

Mr. Callaway and Mr. B.CoopefJ^'J 
liemtiks on the Speech and 

rermmiea of wm nopINi^ « 4., *5#? S6S 

Extraitioii 
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Cancer of the Skin of Ott Abdomen 380 
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LECTURER 
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eiUVlD UTBEUS, AliO ON T«fi DlftBilSEi 
or WOMEN AND CSUUDREN. 

AT ovr'i uosmAt tr 
DR. BLUNDELL. ‘ 

Liotobi YtlL 4 

BttxiktB tli 6 mm ovdiairy iifBf of pTAR- 
etiB«ier»t«i^ ia t preoodiBg L«^re, 
tbfpfr ito^ OonOoniM; otSi«r iadicatioiii 
whiclt fnmifwt itt ptf tjcalir ill- 

dividoAlf only, And tbfMigk of iiei- 
deate) And onomatiiiiB occujtAhao, an, lidw- 
oter, AttReioBUy iiB{K>rtMtui dooervo itlts> 
tion : to Bio ocnildtcatioit of tiMo wO wiB 


DiiTl&f (Nregiiattcyi 
liovo oertiiB Nkiogt, md otid noio Ro- 
^Bwitly tlioir ootifiitliiAt. Some toko vs 
imviott to ioftr, iONio to btmor, ooiiio to 
whM, md tidoi very ooai- 

miMWtihMR Sonuftinttf 

WOAMAI, IlfOOIBA 

oMHwIikisd'itt 

hii$m \ Rio SraMii Am Mmmt 
oBlorRi, iMft the otber i^aito tUwiiiiili, mid 
tiuA AOMNittfioii, k certoiB kditidooU* o 
JW ooOopiiMo^ liiooti 

i i lW O > O 0i » e ,W ttiB 0 Tory good aign, wiiOB 
'lAimpfr ohoBgAi -ood btoonuM more ecri- 
i. iBOroeo ; for oortaiidy eotoe 
•10 niitiirtUy m \m 
r.::fQo 41 iii|No«r^]i^^ gtoMieippJ 


ki^; 


, MMuiN' tUo 

fBMf WiiBiKLm k foil^ of 

to 


••• jk .li .1 


iiii 


•Bd wotoii W 
WAA p, tbot lUo 


might bo awoke wbenerer bet peftarbed 
coiuKenaace seemed tq show tbgt she was 
Isbouriog under those distras^g yisioiis of 
Uie night The cause of this I look tj|K>n 
to be^ ahorried cifoitlation of ke blood, tsid 
an iilan of it to the bead, the disease 
allied, in ite to eonvutaions, an kieo- 
tion, apparently, of the aaam kmily. fknne 
two or three eases under my own csie hm 
hitherto been relieved hyofippiim snd open- 
Ipgkwhowels. The gisssee oo^t to be sp* 
|dMd k the nspe of tbs ns^. 

la pvegnsiM^^ psias are sometiniss fek. 
in vsiloits parts of Bie body la the dagers, 
toee, mtd mote «^>eeiaUy k the teek.^ 
Odootslgta ioaoiptkiee elncts lbe whole dl 
one aidn of the yaw^ nieht after niglit,,ke 
we^ togmber, and tms, too^ tbMh me 
teek are sound. Berk, valei^an, 
ak the remediee whMt 1 have hithetta 

'kcmd-^’^nse. ; . ' ' 

It la about the third or kurtb month, 
nearer ke fourk than the third, kit^w 
have the pecuUm sensation whieh ta dkm^ 
minated the ^fulckikig, an exeeUent aigu, 
eeaaisilng in a ceitiin fseltag of moBon in 
the abdomtii, aidkest of the atomach, psiw 
turbstion of ke mkd, mid a dispositioa to 
iakikg. Now, k many fstnalsa. these sen* 
sttkna ssay searoely be pefsdivsd et all, 
the symptoma are so ebght you oannM 
plies reUsBoe Oft them ; M in some, 0^. , 
the other band, key are very coospienomdy ' 
observed, and in kem R^kniiabsa a TSka- 
his indication of pregaancy. 

W hen womsn are pregnant, too, ke bleed 
is mots or less sisy, to that when you take 
away home two or kiee oitnoee fiem the 
arm, ke eiae sm¥ often he seen eleaily' 
ffto^ on ke am^ of the oratsamentum, 
rnkS^’rlhi^l^ 

'Okiif^oki^ 

olkw: signs, ii':ktki a. IndMkn . 

ofpregaaney. 

Lninegostinnli not oonuaim dwktg anek* 
Eng, yet it nametimes oeenii, eapeoialty 
after otirsing Itk betm conikoed for twelve 
or kimsett months} and, in these ernes, 
geemtkn is ini$;at«d by the kUure of k^ 
mdkr^ nirek} | kink, «<mt>uues to form 
»«» copiously after the Hrst two or three 
monftiA, whI i snape«;t tiiat its <}uaUiy alt^ik 
ifC 
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Y^ou may set down, therefore, among the 
anoinalou«.signs of pregnancy, this sappres- 
sion of tl»e secretion of the milk, for where* 
erer a sudden suppression occurs, without 
any other apparent cause to which it may 
ha referred, it may not, without reason, be 
ascribed to pregnancy, In a Word» all the 
morbid affections to which the system be* 
comes obnoxious, in consequence of gesta- 
tion, may be looked on as so many signs of 
its existence ; but having drawn out from 
these the indications trhich 1 deem more 
especially deserving of a separate notice, 
for the rest belonging to this class, 1 must 
refer you to a future lecture, in which I 
aliall treat of the diseases of gestation. 

When women are anxious, as in illegiti- 
mate gestation more especially, to know 
whether they are pregnant or not, there is 
yet a third mode of ascertaining the point, 
and that ia, by a careful examination with 
the hand ; and this, indeed, in some dubi- 
ous cases, is the only certain mode in which 
it can be investigated. Now the manual 
examination of pregnancy may be divided 
into tw’o kinds ; that of the earlier, 1 
mean , and that of tlie (utter months. W ben 
an investigation is instituted, in the end 
of a reputed gestation, the patient may be 
placed in the recumbent position, with 
the pelvis and shoulders moderately ele- 
vated, and the lumbar vertebrae depressed, 
so as to approximate the muscles, aud give 
a complete relaxation to the ooverings. 
Care, too, must be taken, that the bladder 
be emptied, whether by the natural efforts, 
pr the catheter, as the interposition of accu- 
mulated water, may frustrate the whole 
inquiry. The abdominal surface may be 
well lubricated witli oil. These prepara- 
tions made, you may lay the hand on the ab- 
domen above the umbilicus, often perceiving 
there, on pressure, the gurgling of the in- 
teatiues, with some degree of elasticity, 
especially towards the middle months. 
Having completed this part of the inquiry, 
you next examine the middle aud inferior 
parts in the way here demonstrated, observ- 
ing (he outline of the uterus — its roundness 
—its firmness under pressure— its equable 
surface — its position in the middle of the 
abdomen — and, in addition to all this, in 
some instances, the movements of the 
foetus. Tlie movements of the fetus may, 
perliops, be produced sometimes by the 
sudden application of a cold hand, or by 
changing the position of the patient, wlioj 
may place heilVlC successively in the se- 
dentary, lateral, recumbent, or other pos-' 
tures, while the hand still rests over the 
region of the womb. Viodet these move- 
ments, now and then, I know not that I cun 
say frequently, the accoucheur may he able 
to feel the child distinctly — a sudden blow 
may be given by the arm or leg of the 


fetus ; and where there is no deception 
practised on the part of the woman, which 
there will not be, unless she is anxious to 
be thought pregnant, this sign may be look- 
ed on as decisive. 1 have sometimes felt 
the child leap three or four times in the 
oouiiBe of five minutes, 'fhis point investi- 
gated, you desire the patient to change her 
position, and lie in the posture of labour, 
on the left side, close upon the edge of the 
bed, with the loins posteriorly, and the ab- 
domen inclined towards the matlrass, with 
the knees and bosom mutually approxi- 
mated, in the manner so often demon- 
strated. Having placed the patient in a 
proper position, vou then lubricate the 
first twm fingers of the left hand, and pass 
to the os uteri. In reputed pregnancy, an 
unbroken hymen is not impossible, but it is 
po certain disproof of gestation ; it may be 
proper, therefore, still to continue the in- 
vestigation ; and without much injury to this 
membrane, the examination may be made, 
but one finger only must be employed. 
When one or more of tlm fingers havcf' 
been passed to the os uteri, this may be 
found to be more or less expanded ■, so that, 
in many cases, without much disturbance, 
the membraues, and the head of the fictus, 
may be felt at lire opening, especially, in the 
end of pregnancy. Further pursuing the 
investigation, you may place one or two 
fingers of the left baud on the front of the 
os uteri, and fee contiguous cervix ; making, 
at the same time, with the right hand, a 
counter- pressure externally above the ]>ubes, 
right or left; aud by this niaiUJEsuvre, pro- 
vided fee presentation be vertical, the head 
of the fetus n.ay often be felt between the 
two hands, and distinctly enough. Lastly, 
placing fee fingers upon the cervix, between 
the mouth of the womb and the symphysis 
pubis, you may direct tlie patient to assume 
a posture intermediate between the se(ien<< 
tary and the recumbent, in which position 
fee head of the fmtus may often be felt 
through the neck of the uterus ; aud then, if 
with a slight blow you give it an impulse, it 
rises in the water, and, in a second or two, 
subsides upon fee finger again. 'I'his, too, 
in many cases, may be observed repeatedly, 
and in a manner too obvious to admit of a 
mistake, 'i'hese observatiuiks cannot always 
be made, yet they may in majiy cases ; and 
when they do occur, whether separately or iu 
combination, they may, I think, he deemed 
decisive ; for there, can no longer be a 

I reason able doubt of pre'^nancy, when we 
can feel the movements — the mciubruncH — 
and, above all, the head of the jfetus; whe- 
ther this is to be lUtitin^uiKhed at ibe os 
uteri, or through fee neck of the uterus, or 
' by the joint-examination of the region above 
I the jmhes externally , and ilic cervix within. 
I So, then, by feeling the membranes at the 
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08 Uteri, and iomatimea the head—by feel- 
ing the head through the neck of the uterus 
internally between tlie os uteri and the 
aymphyaia pubis — ^by feeling the head of 
the fcetna interposed between the two bauds 
placed at once respectively, externally, and 
within — ^by feeling, as before demonstrated, 
the movements of the head, as it rises and 
falls when afloat in the liquor amnii, you 
may, I think, in most, if not all cases, not 
only raise a hi^b probability of pregnancy, 
but for a certamty infer its existence ; and 
by this method, in the and of gestation, I 
have often been able to decide the point. 

In the earlier months of gestation, you 
are sometimes requested to determine whe- 
ther the woman be, or not, pregnant ; and if 
you possess the requisite dexterity, it is 
generally easy enough to distinguish an en- 
fargement of the uterus, but it is not so easy 
to determine whether the enlargement is to 
be attributed to pregnancy, or other causes ; 
for the womb may grow in consequence 
of scirrhous, or polypus, or hydatids, or 
moles, or from a combination of these affec- 
tions. An opinion in the earlier months, 
therefore, is always, more or less doubtful 3 
but these cases of morbid enlargement, in 
general practice at least, are not very fre- 
quent ; so that if the woman have been ex- 
posed to the causes of impregnation, a 
womb, as large as the foetal head, is a strong 
presumption in favour of gestation j and 
the presumption becomes strengthened, 
provided the patient have manifested, pre- 
viously, no indications of uterine disease. 

When anxious to ascertain with nicety 
what may be the bulk of the womb, in the 
earlier months, we may direct the patient to 
drink copiously of water a few hours before, 
so as to enlarge the bladder, which should 
then be evacuated thoroughly by the cathe- 
ter, or the natural eiforts, so as to relax 
thoroughly the abdominal coverings in the 
region of the pubes. The patient, prepared 
iu this inanuer, is then to be laid upon the 
left side, the neaier tlie edge of the bed the 
better, and two fingers of the left Jiaiid be- 
ing placed on the os uteri, the fingers of 
the right baud may be placed above the 
pubes, where, with a moderate share of 
manual dexterity, the fundus, and, at the 
same time, the hulk of the womb may be 
felt in most cases, unless the system be un- 
usually loaded with adeps. J'his observa- 
tion having been made with care, another 
may be instituted ; the fore-tiuger of the 
left baud may be placi-d on the hac‘k of 
the womh, (for the rectum gives access to 
it,} the thumb of this hand may, at the same 
time, be rested upon the mouth of the 
uterus, while, as before, the fingers of the 
right bund may be applied to the fundus, 
where it lies above and behind the symphy- 
sis pubis \ and by this method of exaininu- 
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tion. the bulk of the uterus msy be sgoin 
ascertained. Besides these hiper inquiriies, 
which all patients may not be able to heir, 
two oUiers may be essayed ; and we may 
feel the large body of the uterus from the 
vagina, especially near the symphysis pubis ; 
and we may throw the uterus from side to 
side, balancing it in this manner upon the 
finger ; and we may place the patient in the 
semi-recumbent posture of this image, so 
that tlie plane of the brim may lie horizon- 
tally, afterwards <fccertaining the weight of 
the uterus, by supporting it upon the summit 
of the index finger, inserted for this purpose a 
little way into the os uteri when by the weight, 
the momentum, the bulk of the uterus, 
where it is felt behind the symphysis, we 
may form a shrewd conjecture respecting 
its general size. Thus, then, by examining 
from the vagina, the rectum, and the cover- 
ings oft the abdomen ; by weighing, balanc- 
ing, and from behind the pubis feeling the 
body of the uterus, proceeding in the way 
which I will now demonstrate, by means of 
this apparatus, the enlargement of the 
uterus may, in general, be made out. Do 
not, ho'vever, form your opinion too hastily. 
If necessary^ let a second examination be 
made, at the end of a few weeks. If the 
womb be pregnant iu the course of this 
time, it will acquire a considerable incre- 
ment of bulk, and this may further help our 
diagnosis here. All patients may not be 
able to bear these examinations. The neck 
of the womb is, in sonxe women, very flexi- 
ble j 80 that while the body remains motion- 
less, the cervix gives way with facility ; 
thus, when the womb is heavy, the cervix 
may move with little momentum, and an 
opinion taken from this observation, would 
be liable to deceive. 

And thus much, then, respecting the in- 
dications by winch gestation is known ; the 
ordinary, the anomalous, and those which are 
taken from manual investigation. Should 
all these signs prove indecisive, there is still 
one other wiiich can scarcely fail us ; but I 
deem it better not to mention it ; and I 
should advise you, if it be doubtful, to 
wait till the end of ten or twelve months, 
when, unless the gestation is extra-uterine, 
or out of all rule, parturition must, sooner or 
later, occur. 

Of the Means whereby we may ascertain the Age 

af Gestation, and the time when it may he 

expected to close. 

Of the progress of pregnancy, we may judge 
ill two ways, by the reckoning, as it is call- 
ed, and by examination, and to the conside- 
ration of these methods we will now pro- 
ceed. 

As gestation advances, the neck becomes 
expanded, and the womb enlarging, there 
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is, of necessity, an ascent of the fundus, | the gestation is in the latter months ; when 
which, together with the dilatation of the below, in the middle or the earlier, and that 
uterine neck, bears a certain relation to the during the first three months, the body of 
pr^ess whiclj the pregnancy lias made. the womb is lying entirely in the vicinity of 
during the first three or four months, the the brim. Sometimes the elevation of the 
whole bulk of the uterus will be found in fundus will be made out more distinctly by 
the neighbourhood of the pelvis, where placing the patient in the posture of par- 
the summit may often be felt lodging a turition, and placing the fingers of the left 
little above the brim. As the fifth month hand on the os uteri, and those of the right 
approaches towards ita close, the sum- externally, where the fundus lies. Moris 
mit will be found about^half way between it difficult to form a judgment of the ad- 
tbe navel and the pubes ; and a little below vancement of the pregnancy, by measuring 
the naval in the close of the 6th. In the tlie neck; for if this is wholly expanded, 
end of the seventh month, the uterine sum* the woman is in the end of the 9ih month ; 


mit is elevated above the umbilicus, and 
lodges half way between the umbilicus and 
the point of the ensiform cartilage. In the 
end of the eighth month, while in the close 
of pregnancy, the fundus approaches very 
near to the sternum, unless it be sunk again 
in the abdominal cavity, in consequence of 
tliat preparatory contraction which occurs 
during the last week. These atatements you 
may receive as approximations to the truth, 
though not, perliaps, aa true in the strictest 
sense. 1 have verified them, in part, by iny 
own observations ; but never having turned 
my attention assiduously to this snbject, 1 
wish it to be considered, that I am not per- 
sonally pledged fur their accuracy. In dif- 
ferent women, at the same stage of preg- 
nancy, the elevation of the fundus may 
vary ; nay, it may vary somewhat with the ^ 
positions of the body in the same individual, I 
and in tlie same stage of her pregnancy, j 

Further, the length of the cervix bears; 
a fixed relation to the pro^^reas of preg-j 
nancy ; for, during the first five months, 
unless dilated by a dropsy of the ovum, 
tlie neck retains its full length of aa inch 
and a half ; being at this time annexed to 
the body of the uterus, in the way of an 
appendix, as the preparation liere exhi- 
bited demonstrates. Gestation, however, 
advancing, the neck expands, so as to form 
a part of the geiieial receptacle for tlie 
ovum. Ill the end of tlie sixth month, its 
length is reduced to one incli ; in the end 
of the seventh, to half an inch, and in the 
course of liie two remaining months, the 
cervix becomes completely dilated, so that 
it can no longer be distinguished as a part 
forming an appendix to the great body of 
the uterus ; all which these prepuratious so 
well show. 

Now if the patient be recumbent, and the 
bladder be emptied, and tlie abdominal ce- 
verings be relaxed, and the abdoinimt! sur- 
face be lubricated, the fundus of the uterus 
may, in some women of spare habit eape- 
ciullv, be felt distinctly enough ; and, by 
the elevation of it, we may, in many cases, 
judge not iiiacciiralely of the i'roore.ss of tin- 
pregnancy, remembering generally, that 
when the summit is above tiie umbilicus, 


if to the extent of two-thirds only, she is in. 
the end of the 7 th ; if of one- third, in the 
end of the 6 &. ; and we may venture to infer 
tliat she is not beyond the middle, if the 
neck retain its full measure. Now, when 
it chances to be relaxed, the neck may 
sometimes be measured by passing the 
finger along its canal, so as to touch the 
membranes; but I would condemn this 
practice, as not unlikely to disturb the pro- 
cess of gestation ; a safer measurement is 
afforded by passing the finger between the 
08 uteri and the symphysis, so aa to touch 
the body, when the length from the uterine 
body to tlie mouth may be ascertained, and 
with tolerable certainty. 

But, independently of these examina- 
tioDS, die progress of pregnancy is often 
ascertained, and more commodiously, by that 
computation which is called the reckoning, 
than by these more difficult and uncertnin 
observations on the length of the cervix, or 
the elevaiian of the sumuiit of the womb. 

Human gestation, it is asserted, is of forty 
weeks’ duration, but 1 doubt tlie correct- 
ness of Uiis opinion, and suspect, rather, 
that it lasts only ihirly-nine weeks, plus 
one day. A friend of my own knew, from 
peculiar circumstances, when impregnation 
was accomplished ; thirty-nine weeks, plus 
one day, from this time the delivery began. 
An acquaintuoce of M. Chamboii made his 
observations on three preguaiicita of bis 
lady; in two of them, the delivery com- 
menced at the end of thirty-nine week.';, 
plus one (lay, being accelerated some few 
days, in one of the three cases, in cunse« 
quence of a fall. In the working classes of 
this town, deliveries freijuently commence 
on a Sunday — for Nature Joes not scruple to 
make her creatures labour ou that day ; re- 
specting the cause of this desecration, 1 
leave you to draw your own inference— con - 
suit iSteriie, if you like. 1 was surprised 
to learn that, in a laie investiguiiuu befure 
the supreme tribunal of the empire, bine 
uioijtlis of the calendar and forty weeks, 
v.'e. e, by some of the witnesfies, used inter- 
changeably, us if they were commensurate 
periods ; ihe error will appear on a little 
calculation, as the period of nine mouths is 
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exactly equal to that of thirl^'iiine weeks, 
plus one day, provided of tiiese nine months, 
five are of tlurty days only, and four of thirty- 
one ; and hence the duration of preguuncy, 
as here stated, is contirmed by the popular 
observation, 'i his term of thirty*nine weeks, 
plus one day, may be measured by the lunar 
months or the solar, and the reckoning is 
called long or short, according as the long 
or short, in other words, the calendar 
month, or the month of four weeks, is em- 
ployed in it. Our women generally use the 
long reckoning — the ancients seem, at first, 
to have used the short. 

Kocderermade his observations on as many 
as a hundred cases, and found that in four 
out of five of these, the quickening, formerly 
described to you, occurred in the fourth 
month. When pregnancy occurs, the cata- 
menia are usually suspended from the first. 

Now, with these data, it is by no means 
difficult to ascertain the date of delivery 
with useful accuracy, for i believe it wiU 
generally take place five months after the 
quickening, nine months after sexual inter- 
course, and about nine months and a fort- 
night after the last appearance of the ca- 
tamenia, later or sooner by a few days. 

A lady once told Lowder, that her de- 
livery would occur on the civic festival, tlie 
ninth of November, and her decisiou was 
confirmed by the event. When the reck- 
oning is grounded on the intercourse, its 
accuracy is sometimes surprising ; the reck- 
oning from the amenorrh^ and the quick- 
ening are not equally exacts yet women are 
in general com}>elled to adopt them. Somc- 
tiiiies, however, furtive intercourse, a se- 
paration from the husband, or peculiar sen- 
sations felt about the bladder, the sacrum, 
and, iu general, the central parts of the body, 
a few hours after using our sex, are found 
to mark out clearly enough the congress by 
which impregnation has been produced. 

1 perceive, Gentlemen, that our time is 
expired, and 1 shall, therefore, abruptly 
conclude. 


l OREIGiV DEPARTMENT. 


oy MVDUOrHOBIA, 

Jiy Dr, Ch. MA'Yf.a, of Pet«riburfrh, 
Toe author points out two remedies to 
which the lower classes in Russia, from 
time iininemorial, have attached the most 
implicit credit us preventiuives of rabies ; 
Kuphorhia (^yparlssias,* and Anchusa Offici- 
nalis, they are taken in concentrated decoc- 

♦ A species of spurge. 


tions, and are even said to have cured 
hydrophobia, which, however, is doubted 
by Dr. Mayer, 

As to the sublingual vesicles of Maro* 
cbetti, he has never seen them, nor could 
they be discovered in any one of the fifty 
individuals affected with rabies, who were 
treated iu tlie hospital of Moscow. 

The swallowing of a large quantity of 
fresh blood has lately been recommended ; 
and Dr. Mayer v^s informed that, in the 
southern parts of Russia, the blood of the 
Anas Clypeatat isto universally employed in 
hydrophobia, that the bird is bred for this 
purpose alone. There exist, however, no 
proofs of the efficacy offthis method. 

Dr. Mayer relates two cases of hydropho- 
bia, which, from their pathological and 
therapeutical interest, deserve the atten- 
tion of our readers. 

1. A man, forty years of age, was, in the 
month of May, 18120, bitten by a cat ; the 
wound healed in four days. On the 19th 
of March, 1821, he was tormented by a vio- 
lent venereal desire, which he, however, 
did not satisfy. On the evening of the 
same day he became morose, and had all 
the precursory symptoms of rabies, which 
first manifested itself on the 26th of May, 
by a violent shivering and terror at the 
sight of the holy water, in a church. lie 
was immediately carried into the hospital, 
and .soon exhibited all tlie symptoms of 
confirmed hydrophobia. U'he contact of 
tepid water caused less shivering and con- 
vulsions than that of cold water, and there 
was no dread of bright surfaces. The cica- 
trix of the w'ound was scarified, and covered 
with a blister; five ounces of blood were 
taken from the arm ; and, uccoiding to Ma- 
gendie’s plan, a pint of water, at 101 de- 
grees, was injected into the cephalic vein 
of tlie right arm, during which operation 
the patient liad a burning sensation in the 
left subclavian region : after it, the pulse 
fell from 90 to 60, and became very small. 
This injection of waiin water was twice re- 
peated iu the space of about eight hours, 
and accompanied by nearly the same symp- 
toms; the vein became, in its whole course, 
turgid and painful, niiii the patient com- 
plained of a very un)'leiu>unt sensation of 
heaviness in the region of the heart. At 
midnight u profuse perspiration came on, 
especially on the chest, without, however, 
being followed by any alteration in his state. 
On the 26th of May, the injection was re- 
pented ; to the dread of water, a perfect 
horror of wind, or any movement iu the air, 
succeeded. At noon, ho was prevailed upon 
to take some hot beer, of which he at last. 


t A bird of the cluck kind, called tbe 
** ihovelkr,'* 
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by of ft long tube,8occooded in swal- apoplectic fit. Leeches and cupping seenied 
losing three ounces ; it was, however, soon to cause a remisaionof the symptoms, but 
brought up again. On the 26th, tepid water they soon returned with increased violence, 
was injected a fifth time, but tetanic con- and he died on the same day. His body, 
vulsions supervened, and he died the same also, exhibited no signs of the plague. On 

the 2d of May I was ^equeated to see the 
On examination, the pia mater was found widow, who, 1 was told, was slightly indis- 
much infiltrated ; the substance of the brain posed from excessive grief. 1 hastened to 
hard and injected ; the vessels of the pons her house, hut she had already expired. 
VaroUi and medulla oblongata, particularly Thirty-six hours after this event I wasiny- 
near the origin of the audifory, fascial, pneu- self seized with a violent fit of shivering 
mogasttic glossopharyngeal and hypoglossal and convulsions, which terminated in fre- 
nerves, were gorged with blood -, the arach- quent vomiting. Within a few hours my 
nord of the spinal chord was injected, and body was covered with buboes, carbuncles, 
contained a serous effusion ; the salivary and petechi*. 1 his dreadful disease con- 
glands wete filled with a dark liquid Wood, tinued for two months, and my recovery was 
2. A young man had an ulcer on the left not completed before a twelvemonth. Of 
leg, which he suffered his dog to lick fre- my five servants, four were victims to their 
quenily ; it healed Within a short time, but *cal, or rather their Turkish fatalism ; the 
the dog shortly became rabid, and six-afid- fifth escaped the disease altogether. Dr. 
twenty mouths afterwards the young man Audriac, a French physician, who, witli the 
was, without any further assignable cause, peatest intrepidity exposed himself to the 
attacked with hvdrophobia. In this patient, infection, without using any other precau- 
also, dread of ‘tlie least movement in the tion than frequent washing with aromatic 
air was observed. He died on the eighth vinegar, and wearing a dress of cere-cloth, 
day of the disease. a visit: two days afterwards he 

On examination, the brain and medulla died with a bubo. During, and after my 
spinalis presented unequivocal signs of in- recovery, I saw and came in contact with 
flamraation, which appeared to have had its many patients, as 1 considered myself per- 
pnncipftl seat in the coats of the cerebral fcctly free from danger ; and the observa- 
nerves.-Hi{fe/aw(i’s Journal. tions which I had thus the opportunity of 

_______ making, convinced me, that the plague is a 

much more varied disease than is generally 
ON THE PLAGUE IN ALBXANDEiA. believed. The following are the results to 
L'Anii du Bien, a Journal published at which 1 was finally led 
Marseilles, contains the remarks of an Ita- 1. 'I'he plague is endemic in Egypt, but 
lian physician, who, during a residence of its manifestation depends on several causes, 
five years at Alexandria, had a frequent op- j which seem to prevail only from March to 
portunity of observing the plague. ! the end of J uly- 

" it manife.sted itself, (says he,) in 1815. ■ Contact alone is not sufficient to com- 
at the time when the European inhabitants | municute the plague ; and a certain predis- 
were enjoying the pleasures of the carnival. ! position is necessary for the infection. 
According to the custom of the country,! S. For its propagation from one place to 
every body kept, from this moment, at i another, a peculiar state of the atmosfihere, 
home. I could not, however, consent to I and the re-union of several circumstances, 
shut myself up in the French quarter, and! are necessary. During my stay in Egypt, 
had but too soou sufficient reasons for re- ' Cairo wa.s almost constantly exempt from it, 
gretting my vhatioacy. On the 2.')!h o/j in .spite of the continual communication bo- 
ApriJ, J was recjue.sfed to visit a female [tween it and infected place#, by travellers, 
senact of the Austrian C'onsui-fieneral, M. ; lett< r.*!, and merchandise. 

Godard. This gentleman assured me that ! ). .Negroes and foreigners, esjiecittlly if 

ghe was not affected with the plague, and, I rea-ntly arrived, ftre most expostd to tin* 
to overcome my repugnance, tou-hed her ! contagion. 

himnelf. Having careMy examined thej X In Mom* y/ars it rather attack* chii- 
[MiUent, J found her labr»urmg niider violent Mren, wounded and timid prarmi; in abort, 
ptteamonia, and ordered leer be* to iW | to all t twite who are ol i» aathHiic diifHiii- 
cheif. but when I, sKortiv afterward*, . qwaranliut »#, i.« aoci* yetrn, at no 

turned to see h- r. she wis »f/ ad, after to ' tie. Such was the plague tn Dil i aud 
idfiesa of no rn^jri* tbsu tioru-lwo lirfur*. ■ IftJh . the iudigettjon, or exetit 

On her body tw fther 0 uH »e9 and punlulei. ;m dnnkiuf, fri«hi, ii.r»iSenli, the Wott 
uoT the Wast er-ir.Tion. wei* Tmihlv, tnfiiny wound, wm ffum bU‘edin]{. or iba 

U> vi;iUju». WUe IttilUctui-u ol a put yati w. wsu. asmuM without 

wAheeu affvtteA wuh th** A * n« t‘pvioJs to.U.wed by the 

vU-yskutterwatAn, V vraa «\ith\euVy wnt fot toUpUe of the mo**! tij^orous, 

M.fioAatd, who had hveu WM'/.ed with Ka\ 6. lu other yetirsii rtlber OltM-kt adult*. 
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and perioni of a robuat conatitution ; and 
then quarantrae alone is sufHcieuL to protect 
them against infection. This was the case 
in iai6and 1B17. 

7. In tliose years where the plague is of an 
asthenic nature, no nj^edical assistance ia of 
any effect ; it can at best but aid nature dur> 
ing the crisis. 

8. When it, on the contrary, exhibits a 
sthenic character, the strongest sedatives, 
espectaUy emetics, digitalis, and prussic 
acid, in full doses, at the beginning of the 
disease, are of the most salutary effect ; in 
such yeara the mortality is much greater, 
owing to the Turkish fatalism and indo* 
lence, than it would necessatily be if proper 
precautions were taken. 

9. The plague not unfrequently attacks 
the same person more than once, but hardly 
ever in the same year. 


EPIDEUY IN PABIS. 

This epideray, of which we gave some 
cases in Mo. ^69, lias by no means sub> 
sided, as appears from the Frencli tnedieai 
journals, and tiie discussions in the medical 
societies of Paris. At the lime of our first 
report we observed, that there was a strik- 
ing analogy between it and the disease 
called rapfiania ; and it seems that the 
French physicians are now of the same 
opinion. A committee has been appointed 
by the Academia Koyale de M telecine, to 
inquire into its causes and nature, and we 
shall give an extract of the report as soon 
as it appears. 
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have been written to the dreamy music of a 
yawn. The wonder is not, indeed, that he 
should have been occupied so long iu an 
undertaking of the kind, but that he should 
have ever embarked in such a speculation 
at all. Mot that he does not possess qua- 
lifications for the accomplishment of a much 
mote extensive and better executed design 
than any of those wiiich he has performed ; 
hut that bis industry bears no proportion to 
I his abilities and l^e of ease. Between his 
I animal and intellectual properties, a perfect 
eriuilibrium seems to be established ; or, as 
the phrenologists would express it, the cere* 
brul organs are exactly balanced by tbe oon» 
tents of the cerebellum.* Had not this balanoe 
of the faculties kept him in some measuresta* 
tionary on the road to eminence, he might, 
ere this, be occupying a place in Ute “ tern* 
pie of fame/’ along with his illustrious an* 
cestors, instead of being au appropriate in- 
mate for another " Castle oflndolenco.” 

In person and manner, the Doctor looks 
his laziness to admiration. His magnitude 
confers a sort of corporeal dignity on sloth. 
Accurately measured, he stands about six 
feet ; and is awkward in his movements in 
proportion to his bulk. In tbe extent of 
organisation inclnded in this ample dimen- 
uon, it would be difficult to discover one 
illustration of the laws of mechanical con- 
cord. The component parts of bis frsme 
seem as if they had run wild during their 
growth, in the indulgence of idleness and 
alimentary excess. His frame presents a 
** ooncors discordia ” of members and mo- 
tions, in which, though one side of the 
ligure corresponds anatomically wiUi the 
other, and each joint performs its duty cor* 
rectly, yet symmetry has been preserved 
without beauty, and functional efficiency 
without harmony of action. He might ait 
for a frontispiece to Boyer on dislocations ; 
his person being a personification of a lux- 
ation, and his gait of a civil war of muscu- 
lar motions, 'i’o see this innocuous dshni- 
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I lion exempUfied, (at \v\\ich the Doctor him- 
1 self will scarcely take the trouble to smUe,') 

I you should be a little behind him on 
I opposite Side of the street, as he laboured. 

I on about one o’clock to the Vniversity, along 
“ Nearly twentytWe years." exclaim*! the North Bridge, through one of those 
the lesrned professor, with whoso name ; snow or sleet siotius, whith are much more 


these t^eiches are resumed, •• have I been 
employed in tlie oonpoaiUou of my work,*’ 
alluditig to hts late bemk on the hratu. In 
this heart broken ejaculau«»i, the predomi- 
imttt feature of Dr, Mourii's ehi*»aet<*r i> 
faithfully embodied. Idumxh ohvious’v in 


frequent lliau agreeable in the capital of 
^eotUnil. Just alvuit the middle of that 
porta vcuionmi.*' the North Bridge, he 
apya ars to Te^»e«i of Imving ventured abroad 
uiihout » vifeat voHt. with which hi* robust 
onvtttuiM n nn»\ urtiiamil t outemjU for ia* 


tended asii lesviuiony ot the iMlw.ur bestoivfii I riemt nt wruthcr, indhct* him to drsponse. 
ott liie volutne, and ui ti* t'oiinequenl taloo, | Ah he the hiii. the Htornt coiiliited 

to aJl who are aci|U)iin(ed With the pecuha i within tin; h.irjn t,'* of fhiit va,*«f chasm, 
ritiee of the eutiior, this ungiiarded rellec- 1 which tiindes the old from fhe new fowo of 
tion souiids as the aelf-^jratnlatiun of wdo- j t^dinburgh, aHsails him w ith iocrensed ve- 
lence cm eompleuii^- a painful ta.sk. It inu*t I hemence j hu tirawtf the skirta of his /rock 
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arouod his knees with one band, with the which is well calculated to allay any im* 
other he firmly grasps the collar across the pulses of dislike which this conduct might 
neck; and with the head leaning to wind* excite, though rather irregular iu its details, 
ward, and his motions thus impeded, he the general contour of the physiognomy 
rocks from side to side up the steep, like a pleases by its peculiarities. Like one of 
mast in a tempest. About the Tron Church those rugged precipices or crags to be found 
coach stand, bis vibration is partially stea- in every part of his n|Jive country, whose 
died, by a speculation of saving a shilling, rudenessis occasionally softened into beauty, 
and the prudence of evading the hurricane by some scattered shrubs and wild flowers 
by a drive to the College. The coachmen, smiling in the sunshine, the otherwise 
who amuse themselves at this corner at the harsh and angular lineaments of the face are 
expense of passengers, }j.nowmg the Doc- corrected by the charm of combined effect, 
tor's contempt for hard weather, and his and made to awaken sensations of pleasure 
respect for a fare, throw a glance alter- in the mind of the spectator. Upwards of 
nately at him and one of the vehicles ; but fifty years have apparently denuded his 
proof against the sarcastic invitation to head to nearly half its extent, leaving a 
shelter, he makes up'his mind fortlie worst, broad expanse of forehead, rich in many of 
and the propriety of spsHiig the expense, the most valuable eminences laid down ou 
and so works ou in a sort of oscillatory pace, the cranioiogical map of mind, and shaded 
in which a deficiency of motion in one side by a thin fringe of hair, in whose fading 
is compensated for by excess in the other. | hues mny still be discovered a predomi- 
Having gained his private apartment in ' nance of the sandj', or national colour. This 
the University, he spreads himself out be- rough but respectable pile of intellectual 
fore a fire, in an attitude expressive of the prominences rises on the solid foundation 
most comfortable obliviscence ef the sleet of a massy brow, underneath which a pair 
and his pupils. While the moisture is thus of small, greyish, and rather circular eyes, 
evaporating from his garments, be is learn- pour out on the beholder an incessant 
ing the heads of his lecture from his assist* stream of keen, searching, sarcastic light, 
ant, Mr. Mackenzie ; to who&e keeping he and approximating unusually close at the 
is in the habit of committing his recollec- base of a nose flattened at its origin, and 
tion, as royal personages do their con- taking a direction upwards to iu extre* 
sciences to ecclesiastical remembrancers, mity, communicate to this region of the 
This regal process of preparation for com- countenance a cast of Tartar acuteness, or 
municating instruction being completed, Highland cunniug, mingled witli somewhat 
and a sufficiency of caloric being taken in of its fierceness. The shortness of the 
for the next hour, he walks forth into the neck, too, placing the head almost on a 
class room, his face beaming with that | level with the aboulders, the latter being 
habitual good humour which, indeed, is es- i apparently elevated, and the former de* 
sentially necessary, as it is always effective ' pressed by a habit of shrugging, in which 
in eouciliating the feelings of students de- jlie constantly indulges, assists luaterially in 
layed daily from a <juarler to half an hour; jthe produclroii ot this look of severe and 
and who, of all men living, move iu tiie crouching vigilance. Illuminated bv the 
most regulaUMl subjection to the desjjo- light of a smile, which difluaea itself from 
tism ot the hour-glass. To his cheerful the lips over every part of the face, and 
appearance on those occasions, I have softens all its asperities, the contour of the 
rarely witnessed an exci-ption, but with whole impresses you with the idea of one 
a fall in the funds, or a rise in the price of. whoso social and inielleclual ({ualilies, di- 
anatomical materiaU, Whenever, indeed, : reeled iu a proper channel, are formed to 
the Kainhurgh Evfnittg Conrant announces a ! please and to improve, but whose poasiona 
shade low'er in the money inarkei, or con- ' it might not be perfectly sate to awaken, 
tains art account of the intercepiion of aj The aingulariiy ol the Doctor's person is 
consignment of pickled I’atianders at tie- more than rivalled by the ccctintricity of bis 
porusuf JJtjhlin, JleiUst, or (/reeaock. not ) costume. He adheres, of course, to the pro- 
all the Doctor's happy indificrence is ahje j fe.ssional vice of wearing wluUt ueek-olotfis, 
Co dispel tlie gloom, with which the sad in- with thia difference, that his arc generally of 
telligencein rests his countenance. Irritt-j a dusky yeliow, owing, I presume, to some 
bility, however, in any of its various fonos, j peculiarity iu the period, or the process of 
is not one ol his permaneni characteristics, washing them, in defiance of the late im* 
JVolwitiiStandiug the daily provociitioos to j provemeiiU in the art of folding and knot* 
displeasure with w iiich he treats his cUss, j tiog these articles, his is drawn round Itis 
by his neglei l of |..unctmi‘iiy, a mutual in- neck with the simplicity of a coil of capel 
terebange 01 good fnelirig nUvoys exists be- : round a capstan, the tie being not unlre- 
tweeii them. J here i»., indeed, running , nueoily placed above one of bis eari, 'I he 
thruugb the grote«f|ue expression of his fea- , constant use of black is, however, not one of 
tures, a shade of humour end good nature, 1 his fmbles : an old blue coat, with brasa 
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buttons, is, I think, his favourite for the 
lecture-room. The length of its servicea, 

I presume, entitle it to hia respect, while 
the freedom of its make, particularly fits it 
for oratorical exertion. '1 o me, at least, he 
never seems so happy in mind, or felicitous 
in Ilia diction, us whmn arrayed in this 
venerable relic of the wardrobe. There is 
another part of man’s apparel, which com- 
mon consent has rendered anonymous in 
print, but which, spoken of in the plural 
number, I imagine will be very generally 
understood. Tliese anonymous articles 
throw much light on the IJoctor’s taste in 
toilet arrangements. Their original tint is 
also usually blue ; but, in the advanced 
stages of their existence, such as they are 
commonly seen in on the Professor, they 
come under the denomination of what. 1 be- 
lieve, clothiers call “ mixtures.” Whether, 
owing to the fault of the maker, or the phi- 
losophic indiftVrence of the wearer, one 
side of them is generally higher than the 
other — et lij'as visa l^xiui ; 1 have, more than 
once, aeeu a remarkable, but indescribable 
part of their structure open during a whole 
lecture. But, to quit these unapproach- 
able premises,— he sometimes reverses the 
order of fashion, and wears one of their ex- 
tremities in the Hamlet style, twisted 
w'iihiu a Wellington boot. Vet has lie his 
own ideas of neatness ; in bis demoostra- 
liorjs, Ire sports a pair of glovea through 
wliicli his fingers appear ; and though not 
ijuite so awful as the gauntlets of Dares or 
Kiitellus, they were never belter bespatter- 
ed with blood and brains. A cotton checked 
apron, the string of which pretty well de- 
lin^H the clerical rotundity of iiis waist, 
completes his anatomical costume, arrayed 
in whkli, and wielding a rusty scalpel in 
one hand, and a bloody forceps in the other, 
he presents, if 1 may he allowed the use of 
au illuslratioii eiitiidy destitute of inten- 
tional oflence, u tolerably accurate persona- 
tion of tiie genius of lltv shuinbfea. 

J he Professor of Auatouiy, in the Uni- 
versity of Kdinburgb, invaiiubly commences 
and doncludes by a proftMind bow ; it is a 
uiaguiiicent specimen of the good old school 
of politeness to wnich he hdlongs. He purs, 
indeed, his whole hemt and sotd into tins 
truiisacttoM, ut least ; his venerahle hea<l 
uittking a profound sweep through the ait, 
and his lipa and eves cioMug us if WMth the 
intenseness of his humility Recovered 
tiom the eifecta of this deep eheiaance, he 
jiroeeeds, and, like most men who say 
what comes tirst, he is a Ihient »; eaker. 'I he 
I'urreni of hia conversation is never for a 
moment inlernipted by the qualms of sen- 
tence- making; he seems to have no lieti- 
Kite notion ot periods, but, like the prophets 
and other writers of the law, he unites, by 
a scriptural use of copulatives, the raoat 


heterogeneous ideas into one continuous 
discourse, for an hour. No matter which 
member of a phrase presents, the lubricity 
of Ilia colloquial organs affords the concep- 
tion a facile delivery ; wlietber matured or 
monstrous, redundant or deficient, it is hur- 
ried into beiug without u pain, and, like 
the young bear, is afterwards licked into 
shape. He comes at it again and again ; 
rounds off its asperitieshere ; supplies some 
defect there ; until, by this process of rhe- 
torical moulding, hefat length succeeds iu 
reducing a proposition, if not into an ele- 
gant, at least into an intelligible form. The 
machinery, as it may be not inaptly called, 
by which this patch-work .species of mono- 
logue is elaborated, is singularly curious, 
but certainly well adapted for the purpose. 
To understand it, you will perceive that 
the Doctor divides his discourses into no 
less than four kinds of “ Observations,” — 
“ Observations general,” “ Observations 
very general,” ** Observations particular,” 
and ** Observations very particular.” Com- 
mencing. of course, with tlie first of these 
divisions, he runs au idea through the whole 
series, until, Jike a piece of manufacture 
submitted to different processes in a mill, 
the proposition is evolved lit for use, hav- 
ing undergone the necessary labour through 
alt these devices of definition. He is, in 
fact, for ever making observations they 
are the mould into which he casts whatever 
information be has to communicate ; the 
very prooiiuciatiou of ibis talismauic word, 
like the muttering of a charm, conjures up 
in his memory the precise facts whit h ho 
may require. While making the *• obser- 
vations,’’ he looks listlessness itself, and his 
voice sounds the very nmrmur of ennui. 
His muscles scarcely evince a conscious- 
ness of the force ot his own expressions ; 
while his tones, Jouti, broad, and Scottish, 
follow fach other iu a booming undulatiou 
of alternate cadence and eiupbasis; accom- 
panied bv the drowsy sym phony of n storm 
beating uver tin* ilome wf liis splendid tiiea- 
tre, they present au irresistible provocation 
to sleep ; and 1 have seen many of t!ie class, 
poor lads ! S ) overcome by thi- Doctor's 
duel wiih Kolns, atul lli. I'ntigue, 1 pre- 
sume, of study. liisU they fell, one after tiie 
other, into ns j rofoiivid a repose as if thev 
had lieen listening to a serinou. 

NoiwitlwtanUing hia habitual apathy to 
effect, he ia capable of strong emotion, ani- 
lunling delivery, perspicuous phraseology, 
and lucid ariargement. On favourite sub- 
jects, and with his energies thoroughly 
roused to action, he commands mid carries 
niong with him the whole uitenliou and feel- 
ings of his auditory. On those davs wlieii 
be mounts from the d. uionstrutmg table, 
to a sort of rostniin overlooking the benr lies 
of the theatre, and not iuappropriatolv called 
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the Doctor's Pulpit,” his talent rises habit of cherishing, by supererogatory in* 
wiUi bis ascent, and, on surgery and philo- atruction and encouragemeut any symptoms 
sophy, he is ofteu deeply interesting. It of extraordinary industry in their pupils, but 
is here, on these topics, that the masculine of rebuking inattention by a personal ad- 
power of bis mind, sod the resources of dress to the offender during lecture. Ibis 
study, may be best witnessed, Esch of manly and generous exercise of the aullio- 
these subjects be amply illustrates by a co- riiy of a honest teacher, is but ill exchanged 
pious display of fact cud anecdote, with tine for the cold reserve and politeness of our 
soundest arguments to support hU opinions, modern preceptors. In the sciences which 
For the elucidation of his discourses on; are considered collateral or subsidiary to 
these occasions, his spl^did museum affords j medicine, as well as in classical learning, h^ 
every necessary preparation ; it is rich in is considered to be learned. He certainly 
lie accumulated treasures of three genera- speaks the Latin language w’itU much fluency 
lions of an anatomical family. In the ap» and correctness, and tpiotes from an exten* 
plication of the arts of painting and engrav- sive acquaintance witir the philosophy and 
ing to scientific piirymses, he is partial even j literature of the ancients. 1 he poseesaiun 
to enthusiasm, and he consequently pos- j of a large fortune, of which he is frugal in 
Bosses many of these productions of a very | proportion to it* extent, places him beyond 
superior description. I’lie occasions, how^- i the necessity of the practice of hia profes- 
ever, on which he happens to shake off the tiou. To an interference in the clinical 
lethargy of indolence, and to show the | duties of the Royal Infirmary, performed 
strength of his mind, are of rare occurrence ; \ conjointly by alt the other Profeasors, with 
and, with all the talent and infunualion oe« the excepliou of himself and Dr. Hope, he 
cessary for a first-rate lecturer, his dis* has relinquished his right. Except where 
course's are desultory, inanimate, and im- invited by aomo pathological novelty, or 
perfect; he passes from theqie to theme, consulted in some case of difficulty, he 
quite insensible of the consequences which never interferes with the concerns of that 
must ensue to his pupils. The University liusmuliou but in his capacity of (iovernor. 
of Edinburgh is, liierafore, as yet without j Though never an operator, he muU high 
a regular course of surgery ; for, from the 1 among the surgeons of Ldinborgh in con- 
manner in which it is confounded with the | sulUtion, and is generally advised with in 
anatomical course by Ur. Monro, no student : difficult cases. It is to be regretted vliat 
could possibly comprehend the nature and | he is likely to be tbe last Ui represent the 
extent of that science* By this absurd con- j hereditary talent of Ids illuatrioua proge- 
fusion, both courses, indeed, are incom- ; nilors in Uie University of Edinburgh, to 
plete, for the one is for ever interfering i whose fame, if he ha* not added a profes- 
with the other ; every thing about him, his sional contribution of splendour, ho has cer* 
manuscripts, papers, and ptiimauship, bear j tatnly not diminished its lustre, 
marks of this indomitable projteosity tO| ScoTUl. 

slovenliness. 1 have heard him, during a. burgh , Nov. 18?8. 

whole lecture, demonstrate au artery for a ( ' 


vein confound the symphysis pubis with i 
the symphysis menti ; and read a case ! 
nearly to the end, without perceiving that iti 
had not tbe slightest reference to the matter 1 
under consideration. Hi* various publi&li- i 
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ed writings, loo, bear ample proof* of thisj Dectmbrr B, 18!f8, 

negligence, not only in composition, but in j 
facts, a copious “ errata’’ ofwbich, asoc-j 

curing in his late work on the Brain, Wos ])f. Kasi.am, President, in the Chair* 
sometime back supplied by tbe critical acu- 
men of Dr. Mackintosli, in ibis Journal. Mr. Li.ovn read a paper on the following 
M'ith his pupils be is, however, a general case, which he considered well calculated 
fftvouiiie, to whom he is invariably affable to elicit some important ioiormalion : — 
and coiumunicaiive, and lenient, 1 under- Mary Kent, mlat. :>b, was admitted into 
stand, as an examiner, J have repeatedly St. Bartbulomew’s Hospital, Nov. 20, mH, 
seeu him, with a condescension which does i with a small tumour in her left mammu, 
him honour, go over a whole (iemoiifetralion [ which she had observed about a year be- 
a second time, to the junior and m..re atten* j fore ; she was iben suckling, but could not 
live part oi the cUs*. pointing out each ob- j discharge that office with the affected breast* 
jei t to llieir notice, and expUining away i In the early *tuge of the growth, no paiii 
difficulties with the jejiience and alfection j had been felt, but, five months before her 
of a parental inslruetov. For this churac- admission into the Ilospiul, the part* sur- 
letistic trail, his celebrated ancestors were |rouHdin*« it swelled, and beesme tender to 
uUo remarkable, who were not (.111 V in the llic touch, uhh hwsia the period at which 
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Mr, Lloyd first law the patient. Under elcvet at night the patient miscarried. The 
mild antiphlogistic measures the sweUiiig nurse stated, that then she could not haae 
and tenderness subsided ^ but, as the tO' lost less than three pounds of blood. After 
mour remained as before, and appeared to this the hwmorrhap, except an occasional 
him to be a newly- formed part— not an in- slight oozing, and the pain, ceaaed, She 
durated portion of the gland itaelf, conse- was much exhausted, but, on the adaDinia* 
quently not to be got rid of without an tration of twenty. fite dropa of the tincture 
operation— he proposed that she should go of opium, she quickly rallied. When visited 
to the Mospital, The ditfercst surgeons next morning her countenance was anxious; 
upon consultation, advised that further at- pulse 120 ; skin hot, but perspiring ; tongue 
tempts should be made to disperse the moist, but furred ; sn^scom plaining of pain 
tumour. The means proposed were tried and some tenderness on pressure being 
for several weeks, and, ua they produced made on the abdomen; the bowels freely 
no effect, the operation was resolved opened ; had taken some biscuit and tea, 
upon, which the patient cheerfully com- j but had oocasionally voniited. Ordered 
plied with. She was nearly three months j hydrarg. c. creta, gr. v.; opii, ss. 4ta 
advanced in pregnancy, and was ansieus toj quoqoc horasumed. ; and some light farina- 
get rid of the tumour before parturitioo, j ceous food. In the after part of the day 
t lest it might become worse at that {)eriod, she became better. On the following morn* 
and also in the hope that she might bo on- ingatated, that the had had some sleep, but 
abled to suckle with tliat breast. For a that she had experienced sHght rigours, 
fortnight previous to the operation her gene- which Were succeeded by increased pain 
ral heuith Vi'ss particularly attended to. Mr. and tenderness of the abdomen. The sick- 
removed the tnmotir on Saturday, nesa had increased ; fulness and tension of 
Nov. 22. It was encysted, the size of a the abdomen supervened ; pulse full, and 
small walnut, and contained a sort of cheesy l38 ; skin hot, hut perspiring freely ; tongue 
mutter. No difficulty occurred in the course furred, and moist; great anxiety of coun- 
of till* operulion . it was home well ; the tenaoce ; the bowels moved, and the symp- 
niammary gtund was but very little injured toms of intestinal irritation greatly subsided, 
by it ; scarcely any blood was lost ; one Twenty leeches to be applied to the abdo- 
iirtery taken up ; the lips of the wound men, and the dose of opium to be mcreased 
hrouglit together by adlursive straps ; tnd to a grain. At five p. m. worse than in the 
the patient walked from the operating thea- morning. The temperature of the skin 
tre to bed. As the bowels hud been lower, and the perspiration more profuse ; 
well relieved in the morning, no medicine pulse quicker, and abdomen tympaniiic. 
w a.<! administered till the following day. She Oppression at the chest, breathing difficult, 
passed the remainder of the day comforta- nud slight cough. The leeches had mate* 
hly, hut the night restlessly. On the follow- lially diminished the pain, and some sleep 
ing morning had slight symploins of fever, hud been procured. The abdomen to be 
iitid cont|daiued of a liiUe pam in the kept constantly fomented. At ten p. m., 
hi east, ‘look twodnses of aperient medicine, j breathing with great diffiouliy ; Uie abdo- 
and the iiaust. efl'ervea. c. mag. sulph. imen very much disU/mled, and extremely 
every six hours. She had no pain m the ' tender ; pulse excessively rapid, but regu- 
abdomen nor in the hack. On Monday she j lar ; tongue moist ; [K-rspiration most pro- 
stHied that she had again parsed a resth-ss ' fuse ; the mind not at all deranged, nor had 
night, and was evidently suff ring from in- ; it been aflecit d. A turpentine enema ad- 
creased fever. Countenance Hushed ; skin ministered, which afforded some comfort, 
holler than natural, though not dry ; t )ngne l^ied in an hour afterwards, 
while and furred ; pulse quick, and hud had On the following day, at three o'clock, Mr. 
ftevtrrai slight shiverings. Had slight leu- Idoyd examined the body in the presence of 
(lerneta in the breast, which was a little another gen tltMiiau. 'J'he omentum, stretched 
awollen, and rather redder than natural, over the intestines, extended in to the pelvis, 
hut the wound looked well, nud had be- was in a state of high vase uiurity ; it was 
gun to utacharge. Had still no bearing- slightly adherent to the convolutions of the 
down pains, nor uneasiness in the abdomen, intestines, the bladder, and lumius uteri. 
Ordered to be bled to ten or twelve ounces, t 'l'he lower border, when drawn out of the 
The drewr nut having done this imnie- J pelvis, appeared ns if it had laid in a mix- 
dintely, ami the feverish symptoms having i lure of pus aud lymph. The convolutions 
increased, pain also being felt in the! of the intestines, redder than natural, ad- 
nbdom^n, when lie performed venesec- 1 herent to each other, but very easily sepa- 
tion he took uway eighteen ounces. The i nUed. The peritoneal coverings of the 
blood WHS much buffed, but not cupped ; uterus, ami its iijipemliiges, likewise infiam- 
slie did not faint, In the evening of the od, and coated, apjurently, with pus nud 
same day tome hearing-down pnius were lymph. The peritoiunvl investments of the 
felt for tlie fir&t time, and hotweeu ten and; liver and spleen in the .same condition. The 
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uterus conUining purulent fluid. In the = little doubt that tbe ibortion sroie from the 
cirity of the periioueum.were three ounces. oper»!>on, end tint the subsequent ii^sm. 
of a sero-puriilent fluirl, coatainiijg some . mstiou and pentonitia were conseouttre of 
flakes of Ivinph. A very small quaulity of. the atwruon. » 4 ;* -nnld 

fluid iu tile different cavities of the chest.! A AUisei^n apprehended list it wourt 

The pleura pulmonalis and costsUsadheient not have he^en possible tor 

to each other. In l!»e rmhl lun^. the murks : hive earned the fo lus to tlie fuU period ot 
of acute jHiripueuiuonv. The lungs, ex- ; gestation ; and where liiere 
ternallv. mote livid and more solid than uu- likely to produce serious misclu.-f from hi- 
lural Mhev had a doughy leel. but were in j ing allowed to go on. 
some degree crepilous ; the texture easily ' removed by the use of the kuile, he did not 
broken down between the Anger and thumb jjUiink the circumstance of preguimcy ou^t 
the cut surface also of a very livid colour, to prevent the pi^rtormauce of the opera, 
and the whole ejected a frotliv. seroua fluid, ; lion. 

of > reddi.1. bui. Tl>« left Us u>d brwl ; Or. Bi-iet bad never aeen eny 

From the detail of this case. Mr. Lloyd on the contrary, where disease 
roncfivfd the impottent qaertion. ari.ing tbe in«D|ii>t befi.rc prega.ncy, >t »!»"« 
for diicaaeion to be. irbelher tbe oiiKar- , alway. dwappeared ai ge.tatioo eaine on 
risge was to he considered as the conse - 1 and proceeded. 

aaeace of tlie operation. It «. «M the! Mr. I'eavioi .* 

particalw conditioa of inSammation of the ' aimple tumour, tad that no e.w M ^n 
utenntba retail of tbe miKarri.|w 1 VViainbown wbv tbe oper.uon ahould Imve beeo 
the peritoaitU the eouaequeoee of the ope- , oudertaben dating ptegaaiit j. In hi* upi- 

ratiou, or only couaequeat tipoa tbe iodam- awa it » »» mpmpet. . i. .. j ai^ 

mationthetiieearred in tbrnf««l ««• la 

tbe dimmed ante of tbe laag. evidently of l.rgelv a ter tbe dtagemu. * 

verv recent ,xi.tea«. produced b, the peered, tl« patient . life aould Uve^^^^^ 

eanieeauMl If there wt. a rudt ol .hot- cat aborler thaa it ^ 

tion coD.eqaeot upon n opeiatian about the mglj aaa.out to have 

nijuiima duiinij pregooncy, was sn 0 |*<ft»tion tormod beftire «.ic sppraaf hed th p 

ocrfoim*^ lu anv other iwift of the body, nor «<*<! of gestation. i. i i - 

fo he ooamdered a. atteaded w.tU Uie’amae i , Tl.c diacuvion -a. 7‘ " 

. . , tniimst.on bomg girrn, fbut it shmiUl be 

Mr. S.,.« 0 N. aa far a. be had been .M, i aIlo«e.t to W renewed at 
ioander.iaudtbe emc, cou.idvred it a,>t at; l>r. Kvv. evu.luie.1 ‘ "'J';; 

ail aa uaeumaion oae aade, Micb cireaa.- ea.e,! men... which ue tnacmed to be an 
.tame., tad doubted tUe . (Sicacv «f ibe e»<ri!en! .i«Himen of 
* ■ ■ Mt. Ml a.iS .l.owe.1 o beam.ful pr.|«i- 

Mr .fn.’...-.:. looked ui«Mbepe,i, on, ... ,.h .u. too, of a d.aea.ed 
aa conaequrnt on tbe puerperul .lale luo ,Mine„. o w.th u..eaK o. 7 ,7Li,?h‘be 
U,e itcm,eex wemed L, have I, ecu .uv |o.or..l., anna ol the .tom.cb. of wb.U. the 

tbragbuteibcient. He .boalJ at I<a.l haw , |a.>. ut bad .ii.d. , 

li 114 1... i I K- d«l»t- upon ihrw* rsJiwi i* to 

blf-sS ad dcluiuium. S * ^ 

;\ir. nf«. cofwilhsUuding the _ place at the ncit Aj««Utig. 

svnipftJhy ti.at rsiitf d 1 ;m' mhinma 

Slid uVfJ iS, not bring hi.u'.!t<’h i“ i ^ .■.lo— 

that ihr CAUfivai t;.-. 

lb'- ff’sitfil, aJii, lud-t-:, . 

1 fiiiapw*! 'f! patient ■ 

ab>f i.i»q pb‘no>uiti* w«,* yu.iii; ^ 

on, « • iCliMO; 4*'' 

ini'ci'-iii «■ i.'4v>.' ^-ry in:",!. ... ^ - 

hi* haad sppilcd » Autiirld I fUh oc-rupi Vi at 

»»»] tialient imr.ti.-r.-i..ielv Tsriv. S fthsr* vaticr,.# I hnvc to vf't i;« M H ih*rwi> 

Air, Wiu 10S1 PntaW whsthrr srefbufly int-tined j;.;f tn - j mwr nmn^rs 

time 'wan anv ti.iM,- <.1 nsr*!*.- . ,if oor •nofeniiim. ihf n..!»;,out> of wUum ate 

»ti the luii.'.ur’, ^ >.:< iiMh.- •; Mu l.iAU r. i'. tK- l-khit v ^if aftmirahlc jottf. 

tmU:u fhv la. . ( m. 4if.il <•. .«nar. Iho is mbit 

A Nafiuiiei' It Ui,hH pi-aund bv 

b<H-eb»«rV -l.u:-' if nl.fi.iv U* U.V.hft^V, W if l.rU'-iK Jr, t;H. Of Cold, Of by 

»krrv.u'/»J*i*-'o 1-vi.ttiiiu. : siid‘4-n »tm -tphenc ^TW culicu. 

krP' liirnu^h a;:v ti.r-g f Ur f g-iicraUy i.|ffsking, b«tt»mcs 

i’-r Hi vs M»«h! i-* b»,< -.ntiianU ftffccicd, when, f tin itmiUiUron 


vs k 


ii.tll:*!. « f ».*»»* bV 

He lli>s» Ht B in . K«/. 

T’. rv.-uo'ai b th« pnst, sad 
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of ita vofteit, tha blood iu directed inward to ' ture being; weary of itself in making; nttempta 
the more vaacular part* of the body, and it, to subdue disease, or in repairing those 
usually happens that the lungs become the wastes which disease may iiare produced, 
teat of coogeatiou. The bronchial vessels, When hectic saperveoes to acute disease^ 
derived from the arteries of that name, we have a quick, enfeebled pulse, sunk and 
which freely inosculate witli the rsmihea* pallid countenance, but which is frequently 
tiotts of the pulmonary artery, are every- ilusited in the capillaries of the cheeks, noc- 
where distributed throughout the structure turns! sweats, pale urine, depositing a brick* 
of the lungs, and which, with tbo latter, be- like iu‘dia»ent, kc. Haviug thus brieBy 
come engorged witii blood ; a sense of op- considered the leading features of pneumo- 
prossion is experienced at the epignstrie re- ; nta, 1 ahsU proceed M its treatment. In all 
^iun,aUended with great difticulty of Irreath- dist^ases of the intlmituatory character, de- 
ing, the number of inspirations varying front pletion is the first aud chief indication, and, 
twenty-eigiit to thirty-live in the minute ; in abstracting blood, we are not to be govem- 
the pulse is generally s/«w, and gfftUiy epprsi- ed by the state of the puise, f.>r. in some in- 
Md , an ucuie pain ii commonly felt, either stands, the bean’s action is full aud power- 
in the leit or right hypochoo^hum, some- - ful, whilst in oUters a feeble aud deprea- 
times shooting backwards to the spine ; sed condition ensuea. Wesbailmostcom- 
fehrile symptoms, cbaractchstic of syniichb, monly find the pulse rise very considera- 
' follow in quick succeuion. and unlehii speedy bly in the latter case, even after the abstrac- 
relief tie obtained, the individual tills a vie- Uon of but a few ouuces of blood, which I 
tim to the disease, or us sequel, itfre- have known occur in numerous instances of 
queutly happi^us that ibe pleura psrticipates piicttmoMia, as well as rateritu. Writers on 
ill the infi^tmtualion, in fact, so intimately tnuritu almost invariabty Isy it down as a 
allied are the !ivmptomsot plei^ri Ui to tiioiw rule, that you have u rery quick and maU 
of pneumonia, that a nice dlschmittatiou ia pu/ie, whereas, in the uiujoritv of cases 1 have 
sometimen necessary to disuag^uish the one met with, and it has fuUen to my lot to have 
from the other disease. The iTeatmenl in had a great number, and of the very sever- 
either is very iimiUr, uud it matters but eft kind under care, the puhe has beeu/tuii, 
little whether we strive at tin* knowledge of and tttetdiHglv eppraued, scarcely beyond 
this |>nitu or not, 'I'he pulmonary mucous' fifty beats, in others, even as low as forty in 
tissue dctt's, in (iiime iosUiic'^s, become highly the minute. In aucU cases the pulse nan 
lotlamed, irritable, aud thickened, in a simi-; iovsfiably risen, frequently to niuety , in 
lar way as the piimtarv membrane of the others to the natural standard, after tl»e 
nose iu commun catarrh, so that the air, in ; absiractkra of blood. I’le pulse, then, 1 re- 
iu egress from the lune«. is retarded, which prat, should never govern our conduct where 
iien*s*anU gives rise u u sense o; great op- , we auspect active lufi animation exists. Hy 
prestuoii 10 the chesi, aud uudrr sucit ctr- letting blood we dtutttusit Uic power of the 
cumsiaucrs the blootl cainiot iHf de-i srlmnu- brum, and uecmatiiy that of the nervous 
ed aii iu health, which is »•v^U*oc4•d hv thst system , the ht ari becomes sensible of the 
purpliAh hue oi the lipi and CAniuirtiance, impression, aud is secondarily ali'ecled, by 
most usuttliv atleiidaut on tins disf^ase. wincii meau», it bleecui,^, (ui<tvtt>/uiuin, »io I! 
Wlien the nno’oua membrane is thus intUin- hav*; been pur>ued, its action i», for a tune, 
fd, one or other oi lU vessels is found to suspended, and, roam* ’umtU . the circula- 
give way, ttoii, by (hi action of coo|'.huig, ;» (jo;t is arrested, i»oi only in the inllaaied 
discharge of hi M»d ensues. Mu* ditheuily «t pan. but tlirouiilioul tii« IhmIv j;etHTSiU' ; 
lof'tithaii;. as I'ell m pau». tvuupiamed of at ami itnui it is evident u direr I ellVct must be 
eacli inspiration, i# Itequeiitly of a cum- , prvuluced <»;i the disciise. Aiihou^hauew 
pound chaiuctur, for, as the serous mem- snpp v of hivx>d goes to the jsohi of infiain- 
Urane com moll iy participates iu the mHiutu. on the reoewul of the heart's actim, 

lUfttioa, each time the thoras expsimi^, tne wt its q autitv hero uea diiuituslievi, and 
pleura, adneh is refi<-t;ie«i over t jch luuj;. siioald wt' sec it necesioiry to repeat veoc- 
aud which hues the chwt ihri»u;hout, iq hv section, it in, nalunilly. very eonsulrrably 
the antiatl «f the respirstory uiUAcles pul:i«duccd, i..oeal blowiletling. either by 
u|K>tt the sirei( h, wbifh mtni of necessity i means of cupping or leeching, is strongly to 
from its stale of irritation, cause very acute be recommended lu the tresiuiful of pneu- 
puiii, I’iu* dtiM?aie, win M not so violent in luonia, for by such no uos we unload tloise 
g.M son, if not arrtAted, to an in- vessels ot the rwtit wuicb auasuiiuos** with 
defirntc p^Tiod laying tl*e fnindjlMoi or others of the lUfnm, ('ouiUer irritatioti 
j»htki 4 * puhthhiaU I list U’bule ulh-rtion at psovi-s highly nseu.i, which is efi'rcted by 
first S?'l uj». which ba> h»en sivd»‘»l tin* rt» iii. ans of v^Aiemory remeiiies. lU* blister- 
Uia/fciiih i.r HtUiisa, griiiujioiv subt idft , su ibr .0 4 ;h«sk;ii,iiahK»od resseUbetome power- 
almve isuntuinre. »ml is »m’» **fued by wb«t u udly sluimUneo, wlieu the exlialanta pour 
termed ti Ver. Heetic i» mu a fi-ver <d . out that ricirjiseu quaniiiy of serum met 
idiupatiiic chtiracter.bui isoccaaiuucd by on- 1 with Uetienlii the dielcudcd cuticle. 
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I now come to speak of internal means to 
be employed ; 1 shall advert chiefly to those 
which come under the denomination of ex- 
pectorants, and, perhaps, a view of their modus 
operandi may not be objectionable to the 
student. Previous to the employment of 
expectorant medicines, we are to endeavour 
to reduce the inflammatory coudition of the 
organ, or otherwise it would be vain to ex- 
pect they could be productive of the least 
good, for, as long os inflammation exists, 
secretion diminishes,^ or ceases altogether. 
When the inflamed part has been thus acted 
on, and when we shall have ascertained that 
the vessels of the mucous tissue are at the 
point of secretion, then is the precise period 
to commence witlr expectorant medicines, 
and, at this stage of the disease, tartarixed 
antimmp, or ijtecacuanha, will prove of infinite 
service, carried so far as to keep up u con- 
tinued nausea, without producing actual 
vomiting. By nauseating the system we 
produce relaxation, not only of muscular 
fibre, but likewise of the vascular system in 
general. Squill moy be considered as a 
useful expectorant, but it certainly must 
give place to those i previously named, j 
Italian physicians have exhibited tartarized ! 
antimony to the extent of five or six grains a 
dose, and they contend its effects are extra- 
ordinary in subduing the disease; 1 have 
given it to very nearly the same extent, 
which the stomach has retained, yet 
hot with any apparent advantage, for as 
large and repeated bleedings were resorted 
to as in ordinary instances. 1 consider it 
important, where the system will bear it, to 
carry mercury so far, at this stage of the dis- 
ease, as to produce a gentle j)tyalisni,forwe 
very well know that lliis medicine has a 
peculiar actiou on mucous surfaces, by in- 
creasing the activity of their secreting vessels 
which is instanced in that form of deafness 


Great care is necessary in preparing it, as 
the heat should never be allowed to exceed 
104 degrees of Fahrenheit, for, should s 
greater temperature be used, its mucilagin- 
ous property becomes destroyed, on which 
its principal action is said to depend. I 
must, of course, be understood to apply the 
above observations to its use as s^mbititute 
for digitalis, since very few can dispute its 
good effects, which are found to arise when 
exhibited either in rheumatismus or p^ugra. 
There can be no impropriety in giving our 
patient, provided they may have previously 
passed restless nights, an opiate at bed- 
time; the belter form is that of Bailey's 
Anodyne which rarely produces disturbance 
of the head. Purgatives of the saline kind 
should be repeated occasionally throughout 
the disease, and the diet of the patient be 
strictly antiphlogistic. In regard to the use 
of mucilaginous drinks they are rarely foynd 
productive of the least good ; they ought, in- 
deed, to be expunged from practice. The 
same observation may be applied to oily 
emulsions wbicB are frequently made the 
menstrua for conveying more active re- 
medies. 

Henbury, near Bristol, Dec. 1, IflSU. 
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To the Editor of The Lancet. 

— — 0 ye sodx ! think 1, wlut need we bare 
I a'ly friends if we should never have need of them ^ 
i 'I'licy were the nn«t needless crenture# liviUR, should 
I we never make use for them, and would roost re- 
‘ semldf sweet initi«raent,s hung ap in cases, that 
i keep their sounds to themselves. — Timor or 
Athk.n's. 

Sill,— -Before proceeding w'ith my notice 
of the individuals coDcerued in the ma- 


occasioned by an inflammatory condition ofmageraent of the Richmond School of Ana- 
the mucous membrane lining the eubtachiaii i lomy, and connected wiUi the House of 
tube, and which not urifrequently restores ■ Industry in this city, I must be allowed 
it to a healthy state. When the pulse con- the privilege of shortly replying to a writer 
tines frequent and the cougli tr.jiihlfsome, in your iJZ.'lrd .Number, signing himself 
after the more urgent symptoms have abated, " Richmond,” who has taken up the cud- 
digitalis, eitlier in the form of powder or in- gfls, both to defend Mr. Carmichael and to 
fusion, may be given with advantage, great belabour my unfortunate shoulders. My 
caution, of course, is necessary to be observed quotation proves the value of friends, and 
during its use, and likewise its action to be the use of their music ; and, doubtless, Mr, 
narrowly watched. Cokhicura has, by some Carmichael will, like the credulous Timon, 
jiractitioners, been greatly extolled, and, iu laud the zeal that plucked the instrument 
their estimation, it promises to supersede from its case, to perform so sweet a strain 
the use of digitalis, when the latter i.s iudi- in his vindication. 

cated, yet I must confess myself sceptical llichroond, Sir, ia a hard hitter, and f 
on that pniut, and with a fair projiortion oi may say with Diomio, of Ephesus, “ ha 
reason, never having seen it, e.xceptin a so- struck so plainly, 1 could too well feel his 
litary in.stanec, answer the proposed end, blows although, to continue the meta- 
namely, that of reducing the ucliou of tin* phor, “ so doubtfully, that I could scarce 
heart and arteries. 1 have .seen it pre- understand them.” But truth is a Strong 
licribed generally iu the form of powder, armour, and needs no invincible coat, Uke 
which is by far the best mode of giving it, his friend Jack the Ciiantkiller, to protect 
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its wearer from the whip, with which he is 
desirous of arming every honest hand, to 
lash him from the east to the west. How* 
ever, he may spare whipcord for the use of 
his friends, since he belabours so creditably 
himself, and rather strive to direct his 
means of offence to a vulnerable point, in- 
stead of raining down stripes so tliick and 

confusedly, that there is no making outitrauon; ana strongly recommend Mr. Car- 
whero he means them to fall, or what his michael to read his whole works to them at 
object IS in iheir application. His first blow , liis next lectures, and Mr. Belton to give 
IS u positive denial of the statement, that j them an hour’s attendance at the hospital 
JVlr. Carmichael neglects his hospitid ; and j every other morning : it would be a great 

pity for their admiration to be wasted. I 


As to Richmond’s remarks upon Mr. 
Carmichael's rare qualifications as a lec- 
turer, and his stricture upon my opinion, 
this blow is one from which, indeed, I can- 
not fiinch. I wish him, and the competent 
judges with whom he classes himself,— -joint 
^ admirers of Mr. Carrniclioers lectures and 
i Mr. Belton's surgery, — joy of their pene- 
i tration ; and strongly recommend Mr. Car- 


he has the iiardihood to affirm eleven times, 
os the maximum of that gentleman’s ab- 
sences, from November 1847 to November 
1838. This is cracking the whip with a ven- 
geance } but, unhappily for him, I am fur- 
nished with a triumphant proof of tlie facta 
1 slated, by his reference to the surgeon’s 
signature book. 1 am quite willing to ad- 
mit, that Mr. Carmichael’s name may not 
be missing more than eleven times during 
the space alluded toj but aa eight o’clock 
hapf^ns to be that gentleman’s hour of 
visiting the hospital, wheh the pupils are 
waiting for him, I should hardly imagine 
that the cuiuinon- place obligation between 
surgeon unit pupil, of having given a sum of j 
money for a quantum of instruction, could ' 
he redeemed by the appearance of Mr. 
Curmicliael at any subsequent hour of the 
day, when his attendance was unexpected, 
and unbestowed upon a single patient, un- 
less at the request of bis resident pupil, 
who might wish to be relieved of the re- 
sponsibility of treating an irajiortnnt case. 

1 again assert, that Mr. Carmichael was 
" frequently, far too frequently, absent,” 
during the year 1847-8, on iMondays and 
Fridays, from his expectant pupils, who 
were treated, instead, to the exhibition of 
Mr. Belton, who, as the friend of Rich- 
niMud, {par iwbile J'ralrum,) is ap well qusli- 
fiod for the exercise of his br^er-in-law, 
Mr, Carmichael's duty, bet us, however, 
consult tJie signature-book, and w-e shall find 
tliut, altliough Mr. Carmichaers name may 
hi‘ found pretty constantly in it, the truth 
of my asaerlions will be manifest, by count- 
ing the few days on which Mr. Carmichael 
visited his hospital at eight o’clock,* the 
rpgulur and stipulated hour for meeting the 
apprentices and pupiJs. The plea of ill 
health will not suffice here, available as it 
may have been since November. 'J’he hos- 
pital was visited, it seems, by Mr. Carmi- 
chael, but at tlie hour most convenient to 
himself. Under this explanation, what 
becomes of Richmond’s fairness of conclu- 
sion 1 Truly, is it like the lash of his whin, 
—lost? ^ 


• Each surgeon, on entering the hospital, 
signs his name, and the lime of his arrival. 


pify W....J..UMVM kVF uc Tvaa.^u. X 

repeat, Mr. Carmichael is a good clinical 
lecturer ; he addresses his class in a con- 
versational style, and nUlhout any of the 
painful effort apparent in his mrgical read- 
hg$. I also repeat, that Mr. Belton is a 
very lame apology for Mr. Carmicliael, and 
one which the pupils have no right to-put up 
with. 

And so, Mr. Editor, Mr. Carmichael will, 
in his great condescension, after having 
parted with his share in the school to Dr. 
M'Donnell, admit the class to his clinical 
lectures on the venereal disease. In tho 
, prospectus of the winter course of the Rich- 
mond School of Anatomy, Mr. Carmichael 
is represented as a lecturer on the theory 
and practice of surgery, and his name has, I 
am confident, druw’n many strangers to the 
school this season ; ami they will kiadli^ be 
admitted to his clinical lectures f Messieurs 
Professors, Mr. Ex- Professor, infinitely are 
your pupils indebted to you! They have 
been assembled by the tinkling of a kettle, 
and now you would take away the queen 
bee. Your decoy-duck has done his part, 
and your market is stocked with as fine a 
brood of ducklings as your hearts can desire. 
Well! Heaven help your morals, says 
your friend Lennox. 1 never suspected 
Mr, Carmichael'a resignation ; Richmond, 
how’ever, establishes it, and his information 
atones for his next blow, (a word and a 
blow, Mr. Editor, they generally come to- 
gether,) that the class, instead of losing, is 
gainiiig ground this season. This certainly 
appears to be the fact, and may be accounted 
for, both in the influence which Mr, Carmi- 
chael’s name carries witli it, and in a pro- 
mise since amply realized, of erecting cer- 
tain gymnastic apparatus, for the improve- 
ment of the pupils in practical anotomv ; * 
but what, in the name of all the halt and 
blind, does Richmond mean, “ by the ad- 
vantages ntl'orded the pupils by the House 
of Industry,” and which induced several of 


* I wonder w-ho would listen to Dr, 
!M* Donnell, uml his coiit'oumled corpora eliiHi- 
rwand ppramidatia, now, quoth a voungster, 
seizing the rope of a huge whirligig j give 
me the study of the muscles. 
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them to flock to the Richmond soare ? If j with my taak, in defending the rights of my 
any of them have a grievous iuiirmity, or fellow-countrymen, at an establishment pos- 
bodily affliction, 1 dare say the governor of |sessed of singular advantages to thestudeut, 
that immense poor-house might extend its i if they are only secured by attention, and 1 
benefits to them ; but what they have to do j may add honeUy, in spite of his lashings, 
in a work-house, as gymnastic or medical which can hardly penetrate the armour I 
students, I really cannot compreiiend. > before boasted of. “ Richmond ! 1 know 
Really, Richmond, you wore out the lash j you.” 


1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Lsmnox. 

Dublia, Dec. 13, 18^28. 


ROYAL INPIRMARY FOR THE DISEASES OF 
CHILDREN. 

To the "EdUor of The Lancet. 

Sin, — We beg tlie favour of the insertion 


before you ventured that last blow ; put up 
the whip, then, as it is useless, and be ad- 
vised by your friend Lennox not to meddle 
with it iu future ; thta' heavy whip is alone 
formidable, aod this you cannot wield ; tlie 
little sixpenny child’s toy you handle, might 
startle by its crack, but cannot injure by its 
fall. 

The motives of this w’riter, however, Mr. 

Editor, are worth analysis; he wishes to 
defend Mr. Carmichael from what he consi- 
ders an unprovoked attack, and, so far, dis- 
plays his gratitude for the assistance and 

attention Worded at tl»e Rutland-Square i u.r .»vu«r u. 

Ui.Mn«r,i but tb« gratilud. of o.e will S f “‘•“‘'"“‘ “V" 

^ .t * . respecting the above chantv contained in 

oot slow o«r the »« "f to m.of. i voor Wbll Number. .nO eigoed “ Ooe of 

»d 1 th nk I bare mede .t .ppereut, uuy . ^ ^ Comm ttee.” 

w.tb.Uudi»g tue weertmue of RtehmonO. | 

bet Mr. C»rmich.el . duty ba. beeu ues- 1 .»o Su.oeoN. or tme 

lected. 1 . . . 

Muiv, Sir, to show' tlie value of ;your pub- ! ksiuution. 

licatiou, if alone to tm institution, Mr.| With the author’s remarks onthe'‘ phi- 
Carmichael lias, unfortunately, laboured un- 'lanthropic views” of the tounder of the 
der a fit of iiiucss for gome weeks past, from , charity, we have nothing to do. The pro- 
w’Jiich he is now only recovering. During ' fession are capable of forming a correct esti- 
his unavoidable abseuce from the hospital, i mate of them. But, 
w'lio has attended the wards for liim — Mr. | First, as to the alleged iuslance of neg- 
Beltonl No! Thanks to \ our jmges, Dr. Ileotou our parts, we must remark that, if 
M'Dowel bus been appointed iu his room, itlie Member of the Committee had beeu as 
and he, at all evem..i, is vastly superior to i anxious to discharge his duty to the charity, 
Richmond’s well-qualiried liouse-surgeoii, . as he seems desirous of influencing the pub- 
to whose instructions the [lupils would have ilic and professionul mind against the niedi- 
beeii otlierwise consigned. In my remarks leal otlicers, lie would have had the case iu 
on Mr. Carmitliuers conduct, I wus inllu- [tjuestiim inquiied into ut the Committee, 
enced by a love of my profession, and by an j Hut not u single instance of neglect, on the 
atteiJtioa to the weltare of my feiJow- 1 part of the medical officers of the charity, 


countrymen. 'Ihe jiiijiiis havi*. paid their 
money on the guarantee of Mr. Cunuicbael's 
name, and he has no right to disa{ip(jiut 
tJieinoi one iotaofinsiruclioii — “ lUn mum — 
tihi metis.” I may say to this geniiciuan, his 


has ever been before this body. As to tlie 
instance in question, tlie follow ing is an ab- 
stract of the pariiculaia connected with it, 
furnished by the house-surgeon, who is 
well-educated, experienced, and able 


conduct W’as the text, and niy remarks have i member of the profession. It should be 
been the lecture ; nor do 1 think he can feel I kept in lecollectiou, that no patieRU are 


indebted to Richmond for ugaiu bringing 
him before the medical world, in order that 
his neglt^c-r might be more fully exposed, 
ilia friends are certainly the most needless 
creatures living, if they perform such odes in 
his praise ; odes in whicii discord and iatse- 
iiood strive for the maslery. My pen has 
hardly been dipped in gail, us Biciiiuuini 


yet received into the wards of the building, 
“ Edward Cole, ngfed eight months, was 
admitted on 'i iiesday , iflst of October, 18:^8. 
As he was brought from a distance, uiid 
early in the day, 1 entered him in the 
regisler-buok of the Institution, and pre- 
scribed fur him imniediately. The child 
had .some irritative fever : the bellv was 


imagines, and for wiiicli 1 will excuse ium, ! tumid and hard, indicating inesei.tericob- 
iii the .supposition tiiiU lie lihuuis under Jill iKiniction, and he appealed disposed to 
uttuck of icterus, *eeiiig every tiling throng!. ! rachitis. The gums were much sw'o!len ; 
a yellow' Hieiiiiim ; but it has been directed they were, therefore, lanced. The medf- 
by truth. Not oue syllable of my former ci/ies prescribed W'cre, an aperient powder 
letter can be dis]iroved, and 1 will go on toiie taken imiuediuie)y,l»yurarg,cumcr»'ia 
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every iiiglt, and the diaphoretic mixture 
every liiree hours. no imineciiaU* 

danger in tin; cuso, suiricic nt mfoiriui's to 
lust till Safurilay were given, on which day 
the mother was told to attend. She caojo, 
however, on the Triday, and I prescribed 
for the child, a.? she hud come out of the 
regular order of atlendnnce. 1 found the 
blood oozing- slightly from the gum ; the 
chief disease existing iu the chihrs con.sti* 
tution generally, and in the abdominal vis- 
cera in particular. An active styptic was 
ordered to the gum, with the necessary 
directions, and aperients and astringent 
tonics prescribed. The mother returned 
again on Saturday, (one of the days in tlie 
regular order of her attendance,) when the 
physician of that day saw the child. 
Blood, or rather bloody water, continued to 
' ooze from the gum. Vetechiin had now ap- 
peared on the body, and the mother was 
made ncfjuainted with the danger. The 
murioted tincture of iron was directed to be 
constantly np]iUed to the gum; and nitric 
acid, with Cascarilla bark, were prescribed 
internally. I saw no more of either the 
mother or child.” 

With reference to the long paragraph of 
puerile declamation in which the author in- 
dulge.s against the medical odicers of the In- 
stitution, it is unnecessary for them to make 
any remark. It is only where he refers to 
alleged facts or circumstances, that he re- 
quires to be noticed. 

ii. He alludes to the tearing out of a leaf 
iu the house-visitors’ book. This occurred 
some years ago, unde r circumstances of mi.s- 
conception on the pai is hath of a medical 
ollicer and house-visitor ; hut, ns the luot- 
^ ter was explained at the following nieeiing 
of tlie ('ominittee, and long before the writer 
of tlie letter hud the honour of being one 
of that body, it could in no way promole the 
iniorest-s of the charity now to refer to it. 

S. The author of the letter next alludes 
to a motion curried iu the (’oinroittee, re- 
specting a book, in which tlicy wash the 
medical oiKcers to sign their names, witli 
the (lay and date of their nlteudr.nce, aud 
tlie. time of their arrival at, and dcpainnv 
from, tli^ instilulion. 'J'his the medirud 
officer*, Fithout a .single exception, have 
refused to comply with, 'llie imOioii was 
brought forward by tlu* 'author of the letter; 
arid was treaited by tliom vviilr the respect 
it deserv(Hl. It sliould be r.^marked, thatl 
proper rpgister-book.s of patienU’., wiili tire 
disea.ses, &c., are always k(''pt at the Irisii- 
tulion ; and tlm nu-dicul officers pre serve 
full details of lire more imjmrfant cn.scs. 

4. We have nothing to do with the direct- 
ing or providing for the aecomraodntion or 
comforts of the paturiits ; this rests with the 
Committee theraselves. It surely cannot 
be expected that, in addition to gratuitous 

No, 


attendance, we are fo furnish a room and 
provide it with coals, wdien it k the duty 
of ii;e Committee lliemselvcs to do so ; and, 
where one (li.si)eTiS( r only is kept, a rnirnher 
of patients cannot alway.s bo provided with 
their medicines in a short lim >. Tl.e ])ijy- 
siciansand surgeons are in no way the ean^e 
of the delay tiie patients experience in ob* 
taining their medicines. 

We have now adverted to all that re- 
quires notice in the Committee-man’s letter ; 
and we have no iicsMbtion in stating, that it 
has been written in opposition to, or with- 
out the knowledge of, the body of which he 
is a member. In conclusion, we unhesi- 
tatingly declare, that, w^th the exception 
of periods of illness, our attendance has been 
uniformly regular ; and, wliilst we have en- 
deavoured to advance the medical rei>uta- 
tion of the Institution, w'e have avoided 
compromising our own ebaraetpr by acts 
which, however they he veiled by the glo.s« 
of benevolence or philanthropy, are neither 
compaliblo with professional duties nor pro- 
fessional respectability. 

Infirmary, IJth Dec. 1828. 


I'NIOK OF BONE. 


To the Editor of The L.i kcft. 

Si«,~The following I consider a beauti- 
ful instance of tlic union of bone by tlie first 
intention. Should you think it wortliy a 
place in your valuable journal, 1 shall be 
liappy in having bad Ibe opportunity of 
conimunicating it. 

Your obedient servant, 

F. Wilson. 

Bourn, Lincolushire, Nov. lOtb, 18i;'8. 

Oct. t4tli, .1. Cuwihorn, a labouring man, 
was feeding a patent chatr-ciitiing machine ; 
but his foot slipping, his left band came in 
contact with one of tin* blades, wbicli com- 
pletely divided the middle finger from its 
extremity to tlie base of llie st-cond pha- 
lanx, the bones being equnllv divided. On 
I pre.st'nling it to be dressed, the wound ap- 
peared very wide, the u]'per portion being 
much elevated. Strips of plaster were im- 
nKfdiately applied, aud the two parts brought 
into close contact. A band age, was ajqdiecl 
rather firmly over the plaster, and the linger 
allowed to remain for two days without 
dressing, no inflammation supervening. 
On the ibth, tlie wciund seemed to be firmly 
uniting, and the plustets were rniewed. 
On the 18th, tiiere appeared a little ten- 
d**ncy to separation, owing to his having- 
used his hand ; but a small coraju-ess of lint 
restored the connexion, .and from that tinse 
it rapidly united. On the Ibh of Novem- 
ber, the union was completely restored, 
and the finger firm and sound. 

SU 
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MEETING A'r THE FREEM..^ONS' TAVERN. 


it is plain, upon his own showing, th&t he 
does not read. The readers of this Journal 
will require no stronger evidence of this 
fact, than that Dr. Sheii. has ventured to 
repeat the charge, that the Courses of Lec- 
tures published in The Lancet, have been 
Report of the Eroccediugs which took plate ! published without the consent of the Lectu- 
at tlie Freemasons’ 'ravern on Tuesday lust, | charge, which even Sir J ames S( ak- 
in consequence of an Advertisement calling i cett, we apprehend, must bj* this time admit 
on the Frieuda of Surgical Reform, the, sup- j to he utterly false and unfounded. We refer 
porters of a Free Medical Press, and the | Sheil to the lust Number of The LAN- 

humane contributors to our 1 lospitaU and ! o*" ^o the Preface of our present vo- 

Inilrmaries, to assemble for the purpose of 1 (No. 266,) or to our 276tU Number, 

taking into consideration the propositions which the demonstration of the falsehood 
which, as will be seen, were discussed and of 'his charge was published, « in order that 
adopted at the Meeting. The Meeting was ihis calumny, if it were again repeated, 
advertised for seven o’clock, and, shortly might be ns much contemned in all other 
after that hour, was numerously attended ; quarters as it has been uniformly contemned 
hut, by the time the cliair was taken, the by ounselves.” With respect to the re- 
room was croivcted to an overflow; noarly.mark luada by another gentleman at this 
three hundred persons being present. meeting, charging us with having published 

We are not iuseusihle to the mark of a])- an inaccurate report of the trial, we have 
probation sponlaneouslv hestowed upon our only to repeat what was indeed said in our 
]>ublic conduct by the numerous and highly defence by another speaker at the meeting, 
respeclable meeting u:i.scrabled on this oc- [ that the report in tjuestion was taken from 
casion, hut we consider the proceedings at the newspapers, and that we gave sufficit ut 
that Meeting more especially entitled Im! notice to our readers that we Avere not re* 
aUention, as affording a proof of the stale of 1 spotisihlf for any errors or omissions with 
public fv;e!:!ig with Tfspect to t!>e corrupt i which it might be eliargeabh'. Let the 
system wlilcli |>re veils at our charitable in- ! genthnum, who sttpposod ns capable of 
gtitutions — a system wliitli must, ere long. ' iiuf'pre.-.siog any thing that might be said 
undergo a complete reform. We are loo j a;;:iin;»t our reporter, or against ourselves, 
thoTOughiv persunded of the advanlat;es of ' waif till we puhliidi an oulijcntir report of 
iflHhiiion in ad cast s, and utiiUT all circum- tli"* trial. The hillere.>.t eiieinies of this 
stanc » involving matters of juiblir iate- ! Journal hov<’ never imputed to »t a want of 
rest, not to be Wrli plt-ased at rnuiing, that I courage. T he Cicaiumav of tl.e meet- 
the lUsdutioiiS pr* posed at the Meeting j iiig, (Mr. l*Arv,) adverted to lli« crosn- 
were O’pp'ised ; nor have we much reason ('xamiualiun of Mr. llnontE, in lire courro 
to be <ii; s;iUsfied at lindiAg, that tWy could of which we proved from t!»e mouth of tlial 
not be resisted on any Btroogergrounda loan gentleman that he had paid part of the 
those which were offered against them by expenses incurred by .Mr. Auernejuv, 
])r, .'j’nnr-. If the Corruptionists ari* not in the proceedings which the straight- 
likely to profit much by the talent Avhich forward and mhjmdmt surgeon of Sf, 
Dr, SiH u, has disjtlayed in their behalf, they liorlluiiomew’s instituted aguinil us in 
are, at any rale, iudebud to him for his in- the f.'ourt of Chancery, and also that hfi bad 
trepidity ; fur this geutleraan has volun- contiibulcd to defray the cxpensei of I 
teered his disapprobation of a woik which, person who hud pubJUbed a wioUbodimiU* 


THE LANCET. 

London, SalnnlaUj December ^27, 1828. 
\Ve call the nttentlon of our readers to a 



40 


VVAHEY att. COOPER. 


txon of tlxis Journalt Mr. Paty remarked 
that ihe evidence of Mr. Brodie, thougli it 
went inconteatibly to prove that a combi- 
nation had been formed against Thk Lan- 
cet, was given in a manly and straight- 
forward manner; and in this remark we 
entirely concur. We sliall not be suspected 
ol any desire to flutter Mr. Buodie, but 
we must say that his evidence might be, 
in many respects, most strikingly and ho- 
nourably contrasted with tb.at given by 
some of bis colleagues, and that we consider 
him by far the most honest and conscien- 
tious of the Bats which winged their way; 
on the late occasion, to Westminster Hall, 


SURGICAL REFORM. 


It happened that the first advertisement, by 
an error of the press, was beaded “ Wakley 
against Cooper the word ats having been 
mistaken for against,'' insK^ad of being, aS 
it was, merely an abbreviation of “ at 
suit” Cooper. J^obody could be blamed for 
being tender of the reputation of others, 
and it was far from his intention to make or 
permit any attack on the character of any 
individual. But it was necessary to draw a 
line of distinction between men in public 
life, and those who ^'ere strictly private in- 
dividuals. He knew that many members of 
the profession objected to the lilierty of the 
medical press, t'uough they were friendly to 
the general liberty of the press on all other 
Buhjects. The reason clearly was, that they 
were sometimes apt to be wounded by it ; 
but though this was occasionally disagree- 
able to individuals, the truth was, that it 
was the barb only that made the weapon 
stick. (Cheers.) The liberty of the press 
was not the enemy of good character, but 
its best and surest safeguard. If anybody 
in tliis country considered himself aggrieved, 
he had three means of redress. He. could 
challenge the defendant to a public trial, 
before a tribunal, wlieve tlie evidence as to 
the hbel, wcmld be sifted and exativned by 
either side. If the. compluinant was not 


A Meeting was held yesterday evening, 
at the .Freemasons’ 'iavern, in pursuance of 
an adveiti.-emeiit calling on the “ Friends 
of Surgical Reform , the Supporter.^ of a free 
Medical Tress, and the hutuauo Contribu- 
tors to our Hospitals and iutinvivirles,” to j content with this mode of redress, be might 
moft there, in order to adopt measure.^ for appeal to u criminal prosecution, in which 
jiresentiiig Mr. W aklev, the Editor of Tin. i the truth of the libel was not considered, 
Lancit, with some decided uuuk of their I hut it was rcgariled ineiely as' a public 
aj'firoval of his spiiited loiuluct, in hi.s lute j oli’em e, because it was likely to stir up the 
trial in the Court of Kiig’s Bench, at the . inditiduailibelled to revenge and bloodshed, 
suit of Mr. Brniifthy Cooper, and of theprui- \ Ihu the otii- r mode was certainly more just 
tiples which he so powei luily advocated on ; UTid lionourable in its rial lire— he meant that 
that oectedon." i of a t’ial for damages, by civil tu tiun, in 

At iiulf past fieven o’cloik. Mr. lVAT\!wlach the aictisei brciiL^hi his evidence 
WHS culled to pri slth' over tite Mt eiin^, i Inhy before tbe C( urt, and proved whether 
which coiisiNted eliictlv of members of the ! tb=e lU lemiant wa.s ri^ht or wrong. 1 his was 
medical professii'M. | that trial of wiiicli Kiiglishmeu boasted, and 

1 he Chairman said he would gladly have | “5 which no man liml reiisoii to com- 
avouh d the hiUiour they had couicrred on i t lair:. Ther 
him, but fir two consiiieiatiuus. I’lie ad- 
veili^enUM!? represented the mfetiug to b»' 
for the advnnct meiil of the caon' of rneiii<-«! 
n foiiu, and fir liie .stippi.rt of a tree lut tli- 
cal pie.^s. He o\\ nc t thiit he wa- a fii.'ioi 
to both, lie wiirt HWiir,* that there wi ir 
Some who were opp st d to tio in. lu the 
few words he .<h; u'd s.iv, !e tlnii 

Xiothiug would he ( lA siteeii iuto oiiriue by I t'Bwtly htulcd U at the report in Itti L.an- 
eitiier parly. Ihefi iem s < f the lib' rty of j « i r had been false, he, for one, had such 
the press', should he al.so li e ft lends oforder 
and d( cofum. I hey v\M’e met i n it serious 
Ruhjvu t, and he hoped tin y wuuld go into it 
with temper Oiui dVeenev. There e.uihi I e 
no doubt lluit Mr. Itk'ev htui veudered 


was vtt ujiother mode of 
!e^:te^s, wiiiih he liiougiit tlie most ho- 
nour at do of the three — lomu Iv, to cent indict 
fhe !iccu>ait; u through the same chuiiiiel 
that puhli>h. d it, wiihout huvii !:; recourse 
at iiil to tax uc;iou. In n-osi cases, imblic 
Uii n lound this leniecv sullu'itnt and in 
lio.i whuii had cadeo them topellier, if 
.Mr. Biacsbc Co..>pt'i had (ipenlv and tiis- 


great aBsistnnee to the cauMr of mec.ieal and 


nfidi'tiee in the honesty and integrity of 
Mr. Wnklev, t!»al he htheved that gintile- 
U’..i,<lhvouivi liiive been the liv.st to give him 
iciticss. vhetrs.) He ti lt that the laid 
trial was a Mil ject of gr< lU delicac v. The 
tuu-iies wcie both wi U known to him. 


RUTgkal refurm, and fur that reiis.m, it was .Vlt. Bran-hy Cooper had been one of bis 
the duty of tbe prufe.s 90 !n to Aupp.ui l-im on !eili>w.}iiudt nts, uiui was a man for whom 
thd imscnt occasion. He was aware ihnt he had the greatest n gard, and of whom 
More ol>|t‘«tioBtt woro made to the meethig. ^ he had thu highest opinion. But there was 

tJ 1) 
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WAKLEY als, C(\’¥PEIl. 


a dilTerptice l>etwppii Lis clinracter as a j ready to print any document free of ex- 
public man and a private individiiul. 1 Iverv : pense connected with tluit sulyecl, and on 
one who held a pubiic station einbudied j that e.nnind alone lie deserved the support of 
liiinseU’ 'with lus works, uud could not ! llioprofessism. Tiir Lanci-T hud In en !ii;',ldy 

fairly compldin, after iiskin^^ for the public ' usoful aliio in puhlishin*: Hospital Repot Is, 
praise, if he received its censure. (Cheers.) ; wliicli formed a strong inducement to the 
The Chairman then proceeded to com- j professional man to do his duly, because he 
ment on what he deemed the essential I knew that he was wutclied over bv an im- 
pointsforthe consideration of the meeting. | partial judge, and which were equally ad- 
Tliere was a great and striking difference j vantageous and satisfactory to the patient, 
belweeu tlie conduct of the parties, iu one j because he knew that an improper tient- 


respoct, on the late (^frial. On one sidci 
the evidence was given by persons who 
had seen the operation, and, on the other, 
by those who hud not sein it, A ques- 
tion had arisen out of the proceedings,] 
as to tliC ciiaracier of t'le plaintiff. If 
that had been the only question, he would 
have been jiroud to bear his testimony to 
3Ir. Cooper’s great merits. But he con- 
sidered that too much stress was laid on 
tlie motives of individuals, wlteie the pub- 
lic were concerned. Many acts, useful to 
the conununily, might juoceed from u pal- 
try desire to grulit'y very discreditable 
feelings. Men wete frequently ])rompted 
to do their duty, in order to satisfy their 
pride or vanity, or seek their emolument. 
Tiu:' real question for the public was, whe- 
ther the staltMuent was true ? He might 
as well ask the reporters who were taking 
notes of what he was saying", wliat their 
motives for so doing were! They would, 
be hud UvO doubt, and very properly, au- 
Bwer him, “ What’s that to you V' (A 
laugii.) If the public g(-od was promoted, 
it muttered not what was ilie motive of 
the luiin wlio did it. He could not refrain 


ment of his case would become tlm subject 
of public inquiry. In conclusion, the Chair- 
man said he would bear with jileasure the 
observations on either side, and he hoped 
the business would be conducted with order 
and regularity. He was, by liis own view', 
fully convinced of the respectability of the 
Meeting. 

Mr. IVaiiery in proposing the tlrst Reso- 
lution, adverted to the terms of the adver- 
lisemeril, and remarked, that the question 
for them was, not whether they would sup- 
port Cooper against W iikley, or V» aklty 
against Cooper, but whether they would 
have a free medical pressor not. (Clietfrs,) 
Every body must admit, that tliere wuis 
only one medical publication that was en- 
titled to be considered free — only one that 
dared to tell the truth. Another had been 
attempted to be set up against il, but this 
wretched rival was gagged and manacled, 
and its reports w'ere only a medium wliicli 
distorted trutli, uud were almost unintelli- 
gible. It was not, however, to sujiport any 
particular man, or jiublication, that lie came 
to that Meeting, hut to sujiporl the general 
cause in whicfi they were all inlerested. 


from alluding to what was called Brodie'siHe con^duded by moving liie first Ueso 
cornbiuation, as it appeared on the late j iiilion, that “ the best interests of the Me- 
trial. 'I’liai geiitlernan had given his evi. ; dicul Profession, and of the Public, uro 
dence in a maniy and straightforward man- j ideiilil ed with tiiecauKe of Medical and Sur- 
ner. When asked whether he had contri- ! gical Reform ; and that Mr. Wakoky, as 
buted towards the expenses of a proceeding! Koiioii of Tine Lancit, having given the 
in Chancery against Ini; I.an-’ i;r, he owned : lirst impulse to that cause, and having sub- 
at (iiice that ill! hud ; and it was known that I seijuentiy advocaled it with undeviating 
those expenses liad been raised l>y a sub- j firmness ntu! fidelity, is entitled to the rot' 
seiiption among certain gentlemen w’ho 
wished to suppress the jaihlicaiion of .Me- 
dical Lectures. 'I'hat was, in his opinion, 
n private toinhimition against the pubiic 
g.'ifid. (Clieei's.) Tiiif next (juesliun w.is, 
iiow was lljis cuinbination to be ojiposed ? 

He thought it mmst be by another combina' 
tioii. tChecr.e,) 'j'he only differeiicc be- 
tween the two would b", that one was for 
private enioliiinciit, llie other for the pub 
lie good. I'lTore he coiichidtMl, be fdjft it 
hi.s duty to slate, that Mr. Wak ley had, on 
many' oceusions, advocated tlie cause of 
jVlcdicid Ridor.ai, i:i his valuable publica' 


dial thanks and support of this Meeting.’' 
.Mr. .M/7/ji seconded llie Resolution. 

Air. i/cns/cv expressed the gralillcalion he 
fell, iJiiit so numermis and respectable oil 
auditory should evince, l»y their presence, 
tliai, tliev weie liie frieixls of Mr. Wakley. 
Certain it wa^i, that hy liis undaunted con- 
duct, and irrcsistihlB arguments in The 
Lancet, Mr. Wakley hud ]troved, that no 
combination could thrust him down ; and 
the late trial had demonslruted that lie was 
not to be crushed. (Cheers.) He (Mr. 
IJeiiElev) had a second iL sulution to move, 
wiiicli, he was sure, they would cordially 
tion, mid had givin win'pi to their words, ; approve, and which lie W'ould presently sub- 
aud suhstaiice to theii ide..s. .Surgical Re - 1 mil. 

form would liave been a bye-word hut fori Dr. Shill said, this was an important 
his exertious. He hud always been found i Meeting, in bis opinion, for, if this lUsolu* 



VVARLEY als. COOPRU. 


tion were passed, it would identify the Me- 
ilicHl ProfcHsion with ihe Editor of The 
l.ANCET. If the principle embodied in tlmt 
Resolution went forth to thevrorld, it would 
he ultciidt’d with consequences deeply inju- 
rious to the profesaioa. He know neither 
Mr. Biaushy Cooper nor Sir Astley, and 
therefore he was [ eifectly impartial, 'i’ho 
lirst question >vas, how fur the Medical 
Press was conducted with advantage to me* j 
dicid science and the ineiiibers of tlie |tro- | 
fessi )ii t Now, he conionded, but with great ’ 
respect, and disclaiming all personal liosti- ! 
lily, that I'he I.anci t had nowise contri- ! 
huted to the progress of medical science, ori 
the iinprovi-nviil of ilit; profession. (Loud j 
Iiissing, and some cheers.) He trusted that i 
llie Meeting had not been got op by a few ^ 
of the friends of Mr. \\ aklev, and he was j 
sure that that (ienileinan was too respecta- j 
hie, and too dignified in his proper person, ! 
to need any such ultempt. (,\pp!ause.) ; 
He trusted that ilie Meeting was before! 
the British public, to ascertain how far | 
I'liE Laxoet was useful or advantageous i 
to Medical Science ; and he hoped that, ■ 
however piirtiul the Gentlemeu pre.sentj 
might be to I\Jr. Wakley, they would be* 
governed, in what iliev should do, by thej 
real iiUere8t.s of science. (Hear, hear.) — i 
'I'he question was one of great interest, for| 
it was one that einbriictMl, not only t!ie | 
freedom of the press, hut the advancement j 
of medical Rcitoice. With respect to the! 
freedom of the pio.ss, the y lived in a coun* i 
try where the law always maintained that ; 
]>rinciple. Wlien Mr. Aherneriiy had ap- ' 
})licMl idr an injunction against ’I'iir Lancet,! 
Lord Kldvin said, that there could be no; 
dotii>t, that Till. Lanc rr was a most useful | 
]njl>licatioii. (Applause.) He did not know | 
wiu'ilicr tlial obsvTViiti.m had been brought : 
forward at (lie ftle trial ; hut taking the case, ; 
wliiii, was it ' It nppejire(l that the operation ■ 
Wit’S one of peculiar dilfn-ulty, us staled upon 
ou! !i In’siinie oft lie iiio.st. ex jieiieticed surgeons . 
of t’le <lny. I'iii.s operniiou was laid liold of; 
by l iiF. Lancet, and pubbslied, not n.s a 
medical, hut as a tragical performance, in ! 
wliich all jiersons without science or know* j 
ledge Were nppesded to, and ii ) opportunity i 
aflVt.-ded to Mr, (.'oojier to vindicate himscif. i 
Here, then, avus a Jow and pitiful attempt ; 
made, through the medium of malice, and! 
taiutnny. ( l.oud his.ses und uproar.) Here; 
was a rude and pitiful attempt by malice ! 
and calumny (renewed signs of disiqiproba* j 
tion,) and yet it was contended tliiit this had * 
advanced the medical jirofi'ssion. J’lie evi- ; 
deuce on the tviid went to siiow, tliat the ; 
dangers by w hicli tlm operator ha«l been 1 
surrounded were not small, and that there i 
wa.s no just reason to accuse liiin of unskil- i 
fulness in w'hnt he did ; and was it tlu>n to 
be said, iu the face of the British public, 
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that a Meeting had been held at the Free- 
mason’s Tavern, to oftVr praise and reward 
to the individual whose coiniuct iiad, hy the 
verdict of the .fury', been stamped with the 
accusation of untrutlj. (Hear, liear, and 
hisses). He would not deny that there was 
a degree of talent (li.s}daypd in 'J’hk Lancet ; 
but neither could it be denied, th&t it was a 
public dep.reilator by means (;f rejioi ts sur- 
reptitiously (ibuiined ; ami the title of “ Li- 
terary Uaven,” vvhj^h htvl been applied by 
Sir .lames Scarlett, apjienrcd tfi him to truly 
depict its character. { Great biases ami up- 
roar). Was it to be contended that any one 
had a right to come into a juivate lecture- 
room, and ciitfii up all he could hear, and 
then to publish what he had thus surrepti- 
tiously and fraudulontly oblainedl { immense 
uproar and iiissea). As far as the Medical 
iUterest was concerned, he looked upon Tuk 
L.anclt ns one of the most injiirions pubii- 
catious that had ever appeared. (Hisses) , 
All the best writers on the .subject had dwelt, 
with peculiar emphasis on tlie necessity of 
secrecy among the Members of tlie Profes- 
sion ; but The Lancet broke through tliis 
good rule, and made jiublic whatever came 
within its notice ; and he had no doubt, that 
ifit could get at the cases that neenrred in 
private practice, it would give them with- 
out any scruple. ( tproiir). 

The Chairman begged to remind the speak- 
er, lliat at all events Mr. Wakely had uot as 
yet done so. 

Dr, SIter : t am arguing on the principle 
Avhicli ajipeara to actuate Air. Wnkley. 

Mr. John rjlhtt r«se to order. He could 
not allow Dr. trlieil to be going upon suppo- 
sitions. 'I'ho tiling that he supposed had 
never been done. 

Dr. Shell was .sure, that whatever turn 
might he given to the subject in England, 
at all events the conclusions that that Meet- 
ing appeared to bo coming to would he re- 
sisted abroad. The weight of Sir Astley 
C'.joper’s nauie abroad would overpower any 
such attempt, and, in fact, would render it 
contemptible ; so that any attempt to prop 
up sol .Av, pitiful, and mean an attack, must 
inevitably be sittemiod with disgraceful lai- 
lure. (Hisses'. 

Mr. So tens observed, that be was much 
surprised at what had fallen from Dr. Sheil. 
He bad been induced to suppose that The 
L.wcft possessed talent, as lie had heard it 
pr«ist‘d iu so many directions, and he cor- 
taiily had never hoard, till that evening, 
that it was only to be fenud in the liands of 
the illiterate. ( 1 lear, hear ! and a laugh), 
lie had always understood, that it wa.«» 
destined for the mse of students and other 
memhers of tlie rrotei.^ion, and that it was 
likely to be. of great use in Tel'orming tho 
abuses of the Medical Practice. (1 tear, liear ! 
and crios of "So it will!”). For his own 
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part, he was glad that Medical men were 
occasionally cut up, because, wlieu they did 
what was wrong, it was jjroper tliat tliey 
should he told of it ; and when they did 
what was right, it added a fresh stimulHS to 
their exertions, c Ap|ilaiise}. 

Mr. Tlionuth observed, that he Imd not in- 
tended to suy any tiling at the present Meet- 
ing ; but, ns Dr. Slieil, in the couise of his 
sjieeclijlijul tJioughi proper to make some re- 
marks, tending to calumniate Mr. Wukley’s 
witnesses on ilie trial, oi which he was one, he 
fell called upon to say a few woids. (Hear, 
hear !). Dr. Sitee s( emed to consider them 
all as the mere scum of the earth — as a nii- 
scrahle haud, collected toveiher to support 
Air. \1 akli y. whiitevcr might ho the conse- 
(jueiice ; as though he was desirous of goiug 
the wliole lei gth of a puhlication, whith 
slignuitiserl tlu-m for wliat it called “ their 
de- p laid contrivances — tlu ir rankling en- 
mities, and their hitler revenge.” For 
himseif, he could say, that it was not tdi 
the evening [>r< vious to the trial, that he 
had been suhpo'naed, and tliat he Imd, previ- 
ously to the trial, never seen Mr. VVakiey. 

Dr. Shell said, that he could not have al- 
luded to the gentleman who was speaking, 
as he did not even know his name. 

Mr. Thomas: Hut you spoke of the wit- 
nesses in genenil. 

Dr. Sheii : Only of some of them. 

Mr. Thomas then went ou to oteerve, that 
as Dr. .Shell appeared to he tiie advocate of 
th»* opposite party, he also 8upj>osed that he 
was a contributor to an opposition work. 
(“A.O, no!*’ from Dr. S.heil). If he were 
not, at ail events lie had put forward ideas 
that were (juite consonant to tlie seiiti 
merifg expre>8td in that Journal, In giving 
bis testimony, he liad n l spoken of the in- 
struments employed in the operation, but ctf 
his own impressions on the .subject, having 
been jiresent lliirty-five minutes, and that 
impression certainly wa.s, tliat the operation 
had been pnformed in a bungling and un- 
seen uhe manner. (Loud ujiplause, mingled 
with liisses)* ''a* he, then, because he 
happened to be a witness on the occasion, to 
be put down, pell-mell, by the unfounded 
imjMitations of any one 1 The highiy-prin- 
Cipied, honourable-minded, Editor, who 
had d' terniined never to publish any per- 
Bot a iiias, hud loaded Mr. Wakiey o d Mr. 
Laiohert, wilii oli sorts of abuse. Was tb s 
wh.ii they .nteiKli d to call acting on princi- 
ple ? ( .Applause, and crii-s of •• No. no ’ j. 
lie ceriatiilv li.id heard that Mr. B. Coopei 
was an amiable muu in private life ; but 
what liiid ll.il! to do with the i}ite.-»tiou at is- 
sue ! V\ hill had lin y to do wniilhe pnvute 
ciutracier of a mun in a public office 1 
((Cheers). Sirely the witucSM-s ot Mr. 
Wiikl'y were as tom pete nt to speak of llie 
munnet in w liicli iht* op'-rution was perform- 


ed, as those who had not been present (ap* 
plouse) ; and as he had seen many opera- 
tions perfoinu’d, he conceived that he was a 
competent judge of the skill of the opera- 
tor. (Applause). 

Mr. Eia'is, w!io appeared to be n sin- 
dent, ihouglit ihiit the introduction of any 
iitluik upon the witi!frb.ses, or, indeed, ot 
anything that occurred at the trial, was 
I irrelevant. (Hear, hear.) The way to an- 
swer a speaker was not by hisses, bin by 
I disproving his argumeuls. and rebutting hts 
Tacts. (Tjiplnuse.) If questions were to 
be seltlfd merely by strength of lungs, he 
was afraid liiul instead of the liglit side pre- 
1 vailing, success would uniiormiy attend 
|tliose whose physical powers, piml'iihiy , 
|imuh exceeded their mental, (i.uughter 
land applause.) He could not agree with 
I the Gentleman, who had .stated that the law 
■ of England was the protector of the fit e- 
’ dom (if the press, for it w as well known ihat 
tlie judi;e.s had decided, over and over again, 

. that truth W’as u libel. (Ai»plause.J It was 
only tiie Vehicle that conveyed public senii- 
inent, and not the force that impelled it for- 
;ward. He was convinced tliat any uMempt 
to connect medical reform with .Mr. Wakley 
should be studiously avoided and dis- 
claimed. As a friend of fit-e discussion m 
every case, and anxious to uphold the prin- 
ciple, whatever he might think td' ilie in- 
strument, lie intended to propo.se, ns uu 
amendment, “ Ihat the latter part of tlie 
Resolution, relating to Mr. Wukley, sliould 
he orailled.” This would save t oe enuseof 
medical reform trom being identified with 
Air. U akiey, (d’ w hose impartiality he would 
igivo u speiirneti, In the last Number of 
Tiir. Ea.m'i T, the report of the lute trial w as 
given from The Times, but with a remark - 
I able omis«oa, ihe Lord Chief Justice liad 
I rebuked one of the (Jefendant’s w itnesses for 
i not answering llie questions in a straight- 
I forward manner, and thus {tas.'^age was 
lomiiied. If Mr. W akiey wouhl do this on 
such an occasion, would he be nvire candid 
I when the public eye was less upon him? 
i He, therefore, wished to have the question 
; 0 f medical reform kept separate from Mr. 
! Wukley individually. Tiie first port of the 
i Rebolulioii would be carried without B dis- 
(Sei.ting voice, as on that principle they 
j were all agreed, whatever they might think 
iot tiie conduct of individuals. 

{ rhe Chairmuu said, he was infonoed tliat 
I .Mr. W akh-y meant to publish a very full and 
I correct report ot tlie trial, 

A Geoilemun, from the lower end of the 
room, .Haiti, the lust speaker hud been some- 
win, t. hasty ill hlaiinng .Mr. Wukley, us it 
was iKir vet known wlictlier the report in 
lift La,\( M was taken from The Time*, or 
Some oilier pajier. No < barge was more 
liiiloundi’d tliun that against Titn Lanckt, 
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U»at It woB an uncandld or partial publica- 1 Lad no right to publish the Lectures. They 
tion. It might be true that there were at- {Lad tince. however, acknowledged its ne- 
tacks on individuals in fuiiiierance of tlie J cessity, by following llie same course in 
cause of surgical reform, but the pnges j their own publication. (Clun-rs). jMr.Wak- 
were as open to tbeir replies, us if it were! ley’s object tended to melioratPtlucoudiiioo. 
ibeir own .lomnal. Tlie very Number ■ of scKivty, by exciiing ilie diligern. e of the 
quoted by the last Sjieaker, proved the cuu- 1 medical profession, unil reiideiing it neces- 
ciour and imj'Ui lulity of Luk I.ANCI I . Mr. jsaiy that he eliould bestow adeqnsue caru 
Callaway, on the trial, denied that be had j and attention on Lis jiaticMits, i’or those 
thrown reflections on Mr. liransby Cooper’s ■ reasons he sliould support the original Mo- 
chuiacter ; and Mr, WakU yLad luaerled a ! tion, 

letter in complete vindication of Mr. (ialla- * 'I'he wArntmcImen^was then put, and no- 
way 's slutemenl. 'i'he speaker then ad- j gatived ; and llie Uesolution, as iiwa.sori- 
verted Vo tlie leinarks made by Dr. Shoe on ! gitiully moxuid, curried by a very large 
llie defetulunt’s wiliieKsea. Nobody would - majority. 

iiatuially be more disposeil to deft-jul him- ; vl/c. //ews/cy then, nfler observing that ISlr, 
self, iban a person whose ereuit, voucbed Wul;ley\s conduct was Ligldy praiseworthy, 
oti oath, was impeached. The witness did . because it tended, in eveij way, to liie be- 
right to T( p(d the imputation, for other jiiefit of bumauity, moved the second Reso- 
wise the rejmrt might have gone forth that j lu'.ion, which was to the idllowing ehVct : — 
it W’Hs uttered in Ids )»re.si‘nce, arid be Jiad j ‘2d. I liat th.e purposes for which the 
not dared to rise and answer it. (Cbeer.s.) ; Hospitals and Iutirinarie.s of the metropolis 
He did not believe, bow'ever, tliat iiiwere founded, and that the views of the 
had been meant «s an attack on the wdt- 1 humane contiibutors to ilieir tunds, are 
nesses, thought Ibe Genlleinan who made it ; materially j»romoted by the w eekly publi- 
had come amongst lliem avowedly us the cation of liipoms, detailing the medical 
champion of the other party, (Cheers, and ! and surgical treatment of the unbirtuuate 
cries of “ Question.*') He would not be | patients, and that .Mr. \V,\ki-ky having 
put down by clamour, as wbut lie was say- ' originated the practice of publishing Hosi i- 
inj, was relevant to the business of tliC T.vL Htrorns, has couft-rred important 
Uifeiing. He had heard the term “ mob' ‘ ! benefits on medical science, and on the 
used. He Mi.spected that tlio.^^e w'bo used N au.se of bumanity. 
it, did not know wht'ie to draw the line i 

wliicb sejiarated the mob fitim the ami- j Ah'- seconded the Ues lutlon. 
mob. A« to the circulation of I’hk l.ANCKT, ! Ji/i. Lvam said it was really im possible 
it did not belong t<» tl e mob. 'i'bat meet - 1 for usiy man vvh ) wiHn d to promore tbari- 
ing, it could not be denied, was respect- ; ties, not to aiiprove of this llesoUition from 
able ; and he bad no doubt that two-thirds' beginning to end. He would not, therefore, 
of it were subscribers to 1 iiv. L.wci i . 1 attempt to oppose it. 

(Cheers.) 1 The Kesolution was then carried imani- 

Nobody having seconded the Amendment, ; mously. 
it was about to fall to the grouini, when Dr. : Mr.' John FMiotf, on moving the third Re- 

ISbee stepped forward for th4 purpose. 'solution, said that he did not come there to 

jWr, 5tc(r< said ; He did not belong to tl»e interfere in the quarrels of \^ akley and 

medical profession; but as the advertise- ’ Cooper. I’hey hud acknowledged that Mr. 

ment invited the friemls of medical reform. • NVaklev’a exertions had been very conducive 
lie liad come in that caj'acllv, and would of- to inenical retorm, by the last Resolution 
for a lew remarks. Hu- question was as to 'they had passed. Indeed, there could be 
the conduct of Mr. Wukley. They might ’no doubt that he bad greatly served the 
take the evidence of bis opponents as a test cause of humanity, by preventing idleness 
f^bis. NV bat bad they dime I \Miv, truly, on the part of medienl persons, and cora- 
tbey had eslubli-shed a* publication of exact- polling attention to the poor placed under 
ly The same kind as bis, but inferior in ta- their care. It was his opinion, that the 
lent Md iniegrilv. 'I bat there wa.s a p.ariy , editor of Tut. Lancet ought to be indemni- 
warfars in the med'cal profession he re- ified for the whole expense entailed on him 
juiced, because advantages would arise from | by the late trial, including the damages 
Jt, and the public welfare wmuld bo promo- 1 awarded agaiusl biin. 'J'liis would not be a 
ted. Mr. Wnkley deseived the thanks of private subscription, like Brodies, but one 
the community ; he might, perhaps, some- jopen to ilic world, and not to be questioned 
times go fuither than he could justify ; but in a court of justice. He would not sup- 
out of the very evil, benefit would accrue. ; port Mr. Uukley, it be bad attacked private 
The medical world had gone on till recently, I character ; but he would, as the editor of 
and nobody knew what was doing, even in j I ut IjAncet, and the Uepresentutive of the 
the public' hospitals ; but Mr. \Yokley has Medical Eree Press. He concluded by 
tllirown all open. But bis eucmies said ho moriug 
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,S« 1 . That the irideiieudcnt anti irnpartinl j dii-u! proffasioii, but be b .d wntclied tha 


pviiK'ipU'S on wtiich Thk TANCKr vas first 
established, have btea prefterred by Mr. 
Waktev lit alt mis I and as it was ac- 
kuowledgct! at Use late trial, that the I’epii 
exj^nsea of aoino of bis oppoweuU, on au* 
other occasion, were defrayed by cer* 
lain hospital pliysicinns and sutgeotis, it is 
furllier resnlred, 'That a Subscription W 
opened for ilte parpse of defraying the 
penst'S of the late action. 


I " » ’'.HVMtU lUf ! 

progress of this case, becau-.o he was, tu all 
inslauces, a firm friend of the liberty of tho 
press. His oj>*;tio» was. that under all the 
ciicumstftnces, Mr Wakley was entitled to 
ft new trial, but, »t the same tme, lie would 
not ad rise him to apply for one, ( A langb.) 
Mr. (‘hiids then proposed to read a letter, 
but the hnnd-writing was too impeneirable 
f rlum, nnd he handed it to Mr. KlUotl, who, 
af'f-r gelling through half a line, was ob. 


f>r. .Sftrii sniti, it wnar pecnliarly onjdea- jligi d to divhjrr the case desj eiale, and 
Rant to address the meeiij.g second time, | ci-jIhI in Mi-, llcnriev to the eoneuliition. 
when he knew they heard iiim with reluc - 1 Hoth llit* th>* i.os httriiig rcsigfted, Mr.Cdiilds 
tanre (i l^ef'rs and hissio;). The greftter ; fried oufc mw, hnt tlrere was *o inucli 
}-'art of li^e metMing. were tlie friends of Mr. Umtjiter oi c;is-oned by llic handring ahom 
U’ak’ey. Me was not his opponent. He ; the papt i, and ti .• tt-jnilding om haif-iegi. 
was net acquainied with Mr. Cooper, nor ' hie werd.r. that I •' i'. ought it In it< r, after 
hitd he any undue mnt ve f..r oppesing the : a while, ItJ c;bantj>jn the atti 1115 . 1 . 
lies I'.iiitmji ; hut he was afraid when tfiev i « i- • .1 , , 

thc ^ f “ "" “'"i'"' if “ ««' '• O'"- 

.\sioa.uhsc.ii.ti.nfurMr.\V»kln,iiii«l.u(l “ Mr- (-Wiicr t»i 

KUIU-,...! unv i.:,,, f„r ,1.,: o‘ " I«'i l-.'. n 

i!i-‘ l‘!C.«,,),c-i)uJi!Ii)|.er,'i!;ib!irs:d. ^ >' iLal 

intU. ca:.-, tliou-h liu- C; ii-f Jnslir- l a,! yjy j'TfT ^ .f"' 

tfic, flu- .l,frv ii th-'V lljou.:;.t rpf-„rl in ,t ^-y,‘ ' Mr. 

ii,r u-', ,,l h-.-l- . }„,nK>t mri, : '.'I*" O in,. I 

v.asiBT,i::s,Li,„. Ti... ...Iw,, ...l-v, I l!.,->!»UI»r. S. nml i!;e 


to a^.'-ravate IhetSauiaio s., and «h;; h, a? iht, 

-snnie t ou*. w^ruld bt* loril.i r jnuir.i u.H to 

Mr. M. ('oo; *.r. 


as'r.irs? i.,i'u. Tlie su'-it-ciiplioTitriie. . . 
won.ki be in the ti eth < f the .iury, and < f 
bi rd f !i;ei .fu.stice of Ihirisnd. If n. 

M /;ad Kuflvred luss in pi.'Mishit;g l nii e deii\ (u s i t i.'jA.v said, that ) e j. 

lAyru, hy Tirelicaling b ; dir. and, h^. did n- t ugrN* with »he v< ;.|:ct tlmt 

w»i!ii>i (liiriiit, w tih ?oine fe.rr'e nf f- *''' ** K' *^*'*',i**^V’ f Apphit;. < . i In 

Ibe :;.!'-r,>t:i of th- :\Iedical rr.-:essiii:!, h>« ^ !'** f‘}'‘nton, « j.istd'iratirn of th^- st.itk um-ui 
elaini i>> rhf subst ; ipliou irh, ;■* h<’ enfoTc>*(h ^ t f h-’d bf-ci; loadj,. ru-.t, a;,.* he 

lJu: w-i-f/Ji they heaid tloit b.i ;r.i:’.''d a!;:rgc fbot;:;h! Mr. Wnkh-v win ei.trh-.; to the 

income by publis!. log other I , 

- - : 0 f•^uuUS of S'lpjiortiog the fr* • iI-mm uftljy 

. (Loud rleo/s.) Me knew v.-,' ! 

iiow u jury was inaufo^t ih (;>,»» 

come forward '? 


tl)t-y ( ouid not fear that a tine o l(UH. wouiii ' 

1 :* I . . A - 


bring h;m to c!i.strf*s.<t. \\ as it nefessurv. 

then, f^r the frieiuJA of Medna! Hef.rm ir, l‘c»w' u jury was inana,^, v/j^, 

* ‘ What vvoid.i thoy do b-M ■ enough to coirupt the mt 

'* : “f the th>(:k , or.tl he had koown iio tHoet' 


cast B ftigtsa on S.r Af-llev ( uoper f’his.si‘.s, ; , or.tl he had koowa to! tHoets 

and some fiint chifTs) ! * * ' j u( the (Ld liailev, wheri' some of uny. 

Mr, J. FM'.dt ri tnarked that this was not ’ *• wliat istheverNk t 

to be treated ns a party <pjf stion, I • — '* *lh ! ii nneil lie guiiiy." — 

Dr , n I !!. 1 diU ! i , 1 exat lii - r.-oi - L ... ; 1 * 


Ml!!. 1 diu 
! you think ti<i . 
iv-tiiroei!. 


I exarKy f.-ei riuit ; i,iit if 

silift HO tl VI Klu't uf llMltv 


Dr. Shrtl reMiuK-d, afk r a wliile, to state*, j 
that so jar was lie liom being opposed to Id,*'*- ; 
nil feelings, that he himKeif. at the West-j 

minister Soei-ty i grentdo^erder ensued, am! ’ 

cries of ‘M'J.ai have we to do with il.e evidence that litid hm n 

addii/ ..i! of the protracted rnd uiiMrientific 


( A }-,U!;!).) Me could not 

h'-lp Jeelui*: ii::,| i;i<i Iri'e „j,|, 


AVestmiri-t- r ;* oriety '") 


The OiUinmiti said, cerLainly ;h;it .Meelinfi' 
could have nothing to do witli tl.e Westmin- 
»ier Society. 


ptitonnaiice of the operatio;!. (Llieer*.) 

'1 lie third rp?o!uti-on was then carried by 

. y- , T . , i an iiiimense uMijontv, only five hands beiuff 

/Jf.Wci/ resumed t Last Niturdey niiil.t. j liehi up against it. 

Mill l.e. i!,-| ly.s deiu i,r.>]. .-scd t„ .ViH | Mr. I.v rv, inM-oil. ■■ Timt llip si»|pn,p„t 
round ilu-l.»,l i.lr,., i, I .M^I.«ir,b,rtf.,riof [ r, , al fart, it, «„ i,„,,rof,.„ion»l 
Ijiscoi.diirt rriiit.vr to tins iifimr. I ii/.nr I brm,— i urii ii» ilu- dramatic instrnil of tlie 
opposed Jt, i,t,d i; was l arria.!, ai ,„y jti- ; M,rraliM-,-is fipl.ly rri.rt.|,..t. 6 il,lr i„ i|,o 
btanc'e, that u h itmght. ri: ,uid he niiowed j individual, and ih*innientul to the best in- 
him be.tiff the na'ilot was carri' d into etVeci,. 1 terests of acienre/' 

fi*‘» after fome turbulent dii* 

Mr* akley, ana wa.s not even of the me* {cussioii, was withdrawn, 
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Mr. ENS then moved, as the fourth 
resolution, That, •* in accordance with the 
feelings this meeting has expressed, Mr. 
Wokley be invited to attend a public dinner 
and that a committee be nominated to ar* 
range the same/'' 

Mr, lingers seconded the Resolution) and 
it was carried iinanitnously. 

'{'he members of the committee were then 
named, and power given to add to their 
number.-~T!ie Chairman then vacated his 
ohice, and the meeting separalt d. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

December Ij, 1828. 

Dr. Haseam, President, in the Chair. 

CAi>E OF STlUCTtlU'l) RFCiUM, UHETffnA, 
AM) (iANCaENOt’S STOMACH. 

The Minuios of tlje last Aleeting were 
read. 

Mr. Sai-mon was consulted in the month 
of October, 182 t, by n gentleman, a»iat. 

who had for many years pievious, 
b^'en subject to strieture of the urclijra, and 
T*’n' repeated attacks of rcU'jjtiou of urine, 
so InMjueiit, that he could iiot leave home 
without carrying witli him a cutheler in bis 
walkiug-slick, He lnoi also been treated 
for iiiimy year?:, as b Tig liad a diseased 
livt r ; for Ibis be bad lukcu mercury till lie 
bad become extr mely cinacjaled. He had 
gone to Clifitenhum, and various parts, b»r 
tin* advaotHge of change of air, and taken 
medicine, whicli be llioughl i.'ad formed, or 
iiiiglif l.erc converted, Ins stoniuch into an 
aj othecury’s ^ho]i. Laiterly, bad hud desir<' 
to ]ias> lins luotions three or four times in 
the course of aii liour, .Small quautities of 
liuid )>asscd ou those occasions, accompa- 
nied wirli a sort of biiviing t>. luati- n. uml 
rrurapy luiins of the lower |>:;rt ( f the gut. 
W hen Mr. Sahuen firs t sunv bun, i: im- 

der a leqin .St limt lie slwodd aileiul to ta|i 
lilts bhuldtr, ivtcntion having cM'lcd for 
three prevtons Di: cxoniocstion, f ■iind 

the. rectum loaded witli hard; ned f;eec,«, 
which, when removed, so rclicvcil the pa- 
tient, that he paased l’i.s urine freely very 
soon al'lerwnrds, witliout tin? introduction 
of any instrument wbateve:. There was n 
Ktriclt.ro at about f ur incln s from the onus, 
an<l anotlser at Ibo sigmoid fie.sure of ilse 
colon. He attemled liiin till December, and 
and was able to iiTroducc N.i. 7 i nlv. lb' 
subsequently ?nw' biin occas^iomdly, and the 
ptiUent went on recoverin'", till he w as again 
sent for (0 nee him on th.c It'th November 
last. He was then labouring under acute 
inflammation, as npj)t?ttred by the mucous 


membrane of tbe mouth, state of the tongue 
pulse, &c. There was great pain over the 
i*urface of the abdomen. Intended to take 
only 18 ounces of blood from the arm, open- 
ed the vein, but could not stop the blood, 
though the finger was applied to tbe orifice 
for 48 minutes, until 30 oiiuces were lost ; 
did not faint ; ordered simple saline, with 
small doses of hydrarg. c. crela tsvery four 
hours. Went ou ajiparently recovering for 
a few days; thenublcod was ejected from 
the mouth, nose, and anus, when food 
was taken into the stumacli, and, in a short 
time afterwards, expired suddenly. 

'Ihe morbid part-i were shown to l]»e So- 
ciety, and very bcautifid illustrations they 
were. The gut wits immensely coaled with 
fat, though the patient, a cor[mleiit luan, 
and a very free liver, liud not been n very 
jfat subject. The rectum was C 09 ,siderably 
; contracted at about threi? inches from tiie 
!anus, the coats niucii thickened, but the 
' mucous membrane sound ; iminedintely 
; above, the rectum very conoidernbly di- 
hUed. Another contraction at the .sigmoid 
Ilexure for about four indies up. The cajmt 
1 coli much disteiuled, 'I'he liver, though 
, formerly suspoctcil to have been diseased, 
j was perfectly lu aUby ; and all tlie viscera, 
U.xcept the Ktomacb, which bore most ex- 
tensive marks of acute inllammation, wiih 
, extensive marks of ulceration throughout a 
I considerable portion of it. The infereacos 
! Mr. Salmnn drerv ftom these a[q»earancf*s 
! were, fubt, tliat tiiose of the rectum esta- 
' blished some ports oi the doctrii.v laid down 
i:» lus work, the di.^ipnsition of the r-tiicturcs 
being b^’twesU the nnicor.s and muscuiar 
; coats; mxf, how j.’.ucb such a case might 
be mistaken ui the * ominem. emeut, ti e man 
having beer, irentcd fv)r mary years, uiiilcr a 
.'jolion tlirt J.o had disi used liver, whereas 
no such diseruse i.iid existed ; ;md, lastiy, 
. that examination oir^ht to { racecd b ‘vonl 
the first ft{q*Cisra:i(:< s me: wit’i, if many 
! p.-js UTS had l ad this cn.se to hru'e examined, 
i 'ju ‘iiuiing the gitugrenous stale ot the sto- 
iinnch, they would have considered it suf- 
, ;iv ienl to have accounted fur death, and 
, j.r!'ee:'{!' d no further. 

1 he liist u.^sion upim the case occupied 
i the evening, in wiin li many useful remarks 
I were mu le liy diO'ereul members ; but wart 
of space prohibits our giving them. The dts- 
cussion to be resumed at the next Meeting. 


Dermher 22 . 

rrnrncTi ATKT) sciuniim s rTF-ni’s, CATtri- 
NO-MAIOTS MVI-n, AND I'ONC CSSION OF 
TMT nUAlN. 

'I'he Aliuuies of the last meeting having 
been read, 

The rncBipENT rend a letter addressed to 
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him by Mr, Wansbrougb, of fulhatn, re* 
questiug ibe favour of his exliibiling to the 
bociet)' a siomueh puai]), the age of wliich 
hud been traced to sevtMityfive years, unu 
aUo a trocar, which Mr. Wansbrougb had 
been in the habit of using eiglit or nine 
veais. lie vefened to a iXiunber m liit 
Lancct, for a full duficWpii.n of the stomach 
pump. 

Mr. Shearlly exhibited to the Socie:y 
a uterus cuiitaiuiug a seii.- s of tubercuUted 
scirrhous lumourei taken*^from a female who 
had died of In drothorax. Also a femall poly 
pus wiiich grew from the os liucm. 'Ihe pa- 
tient had never cumpiaiued of any incon- 
veui.-nce from the stale of the uterus. 
Within the j ericauiiuui six or eight ounces, 
and, in the cavity of the chest, a pint and a 
half o: fluid were found, ^he died suddenly, 
aUer experieuciug a consideiuble shock, lo 
hastily sitting euwn upon a chair, after hav- 
ing hetn wulsing. ilence the iitfereuce, 
that great case was to he taktu, that pa- 
tients labouri! g nrulcr hydrothorax, should 
avoid shaking, or bodily agitation. 

Mr, Smith lelati d a case of carcinoma- 
tous liver most extensively diseased, and 
exhibited the prepatation. 

Mr. Callaw ay Tvlatcd the case of a 
gentleman, who, by being thrown from hia 
gig, leceived a violent blow on the os occi- 
ptiis. On the day after tlie accident, he re- 
gained ull his mental faculties, he continued 
in luil possession of them lor about four iiays, 
insensibility then again cuinc on, und he 
expired in two days ufierwarde. The jmt- 
vionem exain.naiiou exhibited the dura 
mater lacerated, and a great portion of ihe 
anterior lobes of each hemisphere literally 
smiis: ed ; the brain was soft, und presented 
much of the uppearunce of strawberry milk. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday, December HOlfi, 18 ^ 8 . 

Mr. Caisaii Hawkixs in the Chair. 

E X 1 R A • l’ T E H I K X 1 (I T A T T o N . 

Mu. Jewel in rising to relate the particu- 
lars of a case, agreeably to the announcemcmt 
at the preceding Meeting of the Society, I 
take ihoupiioriuniiy of exprc».si:ig iny regret 
at observing tliC very few ub.-tetiic .subjc ls 
which liave been brought hetore the So- 
ciety for (iificus:-ian during the pa.st or pre- 
sent seaftions ; u cirtunintuiice, 1 conclude, 
quite accidental, as it must be uckiiow'- 
ledged, that no subjects, generally, have 
created more animated, or more interesting 
discussions, than those couuecUd with this 
department of medical science, 'ilte case. 


' (the particulars of which I will relote to tlie 
Society,) is, 1 presume, a case of extra-ute- 
rine loetution. A tall, healthy woman, a7 
years of age, hi.d beau imiriied two years, 
and hud once aiioried. in the month of 
j -S*‘pteinher 18iJ7, hlie quitted her husband, 
i who lesides in Jjondon, having accejited a 
situation it the country. At Mio expiration 
of a few weeks, she received perniii!).sion to 
come U) town loi a day to see her friends, 
and. as a natural conaequence, passed the 
iii-lit (November the 8l!i ) willi her hus- 
band, the iollowing morniiig returning lo 
iier situation in the country. Soon iifler- 
wards, the Vinious sympathetic uflections 
of pregnancy miinifested themselves ; the 
inoniius: ^i( knt•^s, and heuit-lnirn, were not 
only preseui, hut ecvasi.iued, at time.s, much 
aufi'eriiig ; the breasts wete enlarged and 
painful ; the eutumenia, howevtM*, letnnied 
!at the regular ]»erioiU. but the eecroiion 
I wa.s scanty, and of a paler colour, than for- 
j merly. She now quitted lier situation, and 
j came to town lo her liusbimd, and engaged 
ian intelligent midwife to attend at her ap- 
iproachiu^r tonliiietnent. The ciicuiustance 
) of quickening occirved ut the latter period 
Uf February, and, as is nut unliequent, it 
! was accompanied bv a paroxysm of luint.iii;, 
iThe abtiomeu graduaby enlarged, und tlie 
^ movements of liie child ( as imagined ) could 
; not only be easily delected with the 
baud, but wvre visihb'. i>n the IHh of 
I August, making a period of iff-i d;tys, slu* 
! was Seized wnh the u.siial premonitviry 
Uymptoms of labour, I here was pain in 
I liie hack, a freipicnl inctiuation lo vo;d Iht 
I urine, and a inncous dnsehorge from the va- 
; gina. ihe midwife was sent fvu, uod soon 
'arrived, l^ho Idund the patient walking the 
' cliambcr, und concluded, Irorn her general 
I apppeuraote, and the {fieseucu of ii;l ihe 
j pheiKmeuaof j.aituritign, ilial the process 
•had made some progress, fteverul Cii^l.inct 
j uterine contruition.'i occurred after the 
; arrival of liie midwifo, the lust of whicii, 
j from its Sit verily, cuu-sed the patient foiei- 
jbly to gru.sp tiu- hack of a chair, tpon its 
: subToiug she became very faint, ami, from 
I that peiiod, no lurlhur parturient eftlrt took 
I place. 

It is necessarv to remark, that uo ex- 
.auiinuMon per lagimm was made, neither 
; was liny sanguineous vaginal discharge ob- 
: served. A few dava after this event, I first 
: saw the patient, and, upon examination per 
I lagruflM, found the oa uieri and cervix had 
I not undergone any change. Her general 
i health has, of late, ruihei improved, 
! although it is Hlill much disordered. The 
; cutatnenial discharge, stili pale, now acarcely 
I exceeds, at each period, a few drachms in 
i quantity. 'I'he hreasis are rather more 
'flaccid than before, hut occasionally painful, 
and she complains of pain in the left hypo- 
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gQ^trium, particularly towards night, or 

when the abdomf’n is compressed by the phrenology, 

band, or by her slays. She complains also of 
a wei|jl»tin the. abdomen, which is increased 

when she leans (orward. 1 here jg a etrorij; Although I should be unwilling to make 
impression on her mind tliat theie is “ some- yourvaluahleJournaltheraediimiofaPhre- 
thuig to come away,” or that she ini;iht be ! nological controversy, yet 1 trust you will 
rt'ltevetl hv an operation. j allow me to make a lew observations in re- 

1 am fully aware that some females, more ! ply to “ llemarks on Phrenology,” by A, 
particularly at the period of life wla-n the and which appear in Mo. of I'lir. Lan> 
catamenia are about to cease, and wheii they cet. J he authoijp after alluding to some ot 
are very desirous of having a family, occa- the metaphysical writers, (whose works, be 
sionally imagine thoinselves pregnant, ai.d ; says, are now consigned to a well- merited 
that ceituiri morbid syniptonis may aris.^ j oblivion.) informs ns, tlmt “a sect has re- 
Komewhnt analogous to the various .sympa- i cently arisen, which, under tire appellation 
ihetic affections of piegnancy ; hut 1 am j of The Phremdogists, is busily jrrojrnguting 
not. aware that the uterus ever take.s on ua i ahf.utdiiies derided by the icise ; hut, from their 
expulsive action, unless conception, uterine, | novelty, and the remlute tjuachery by which 
or extra-uterine, had actuull v been effected, | they are accompanied, not iil calculated to 
or unh ss it had to git rid o{ am*! extrsi-] catch the ignorant and unwary.' Ibis savours 
neoua subs'.a cc. Tin' suhj-.-ct of this case I pretty strongly of the same spirit w'hich 
was a young heolilty w. man, wlto had mis- i characterised the Kdinbursh fieriew, in ISlto, 
carried once, and there was every ptobabi* j and clearly proves, (^iljough tins may be the 
Uly of lu-r having a numerous family. I era of eemnum sense,) that good breeding is 

Strictly aj»eoking, there are four species ' still not so comwou as could be wish' d. — 
of ex Ira- ut, trine Jrtlaliou: — 1st. Graviditas i Some allowance might, perlnrps, be made 
ovfiriit ; iiiid. Graviditas tubaiia ; 3rd. Gra- ; for the Edinburgh lieilew, when we consider 
viditas abdomintdis ; kh. Graviditas in . that at the time svhen that most abusive 
uteri fiubstamia ; tire latter being rare in j article was written, the nature and objects 
its occurrence. Judging from the symptoms, ! of phrenology were very generally misuu- 
I should think it more than prohai'le that derstood, and consequently misjeproj-ented. 
the case related is one of ventral juegnnncv, ■ At this time of day, however, when thou- 
as, when the. ovum is lodged either iu the ; sands have openly avowed their belief in 
ovarium or the fallopian tube, the Stic very 1 phrenology ; when PhrtMiological Societies 
commonly hursts at about the second or j have been established in almo.st every large 
third mouth of geHtation, and the woman ; town in the I nited Kingdom, containing, 
die.s from internal iuemorrhage ; or, if she | among their mtMnber.«, many, very niunv, 
survives, certain phenomenu would indicate | wlio hold a distinguished rank in the scale 
> wliut had occurred. 'I'hese would, I pre- j of intellect ; at tins time of day, 1 wy. to 
sum*’, a so niise, if the ovum had escaped attempt to refute plireiiology by vilifying 
from tlie uierim* into the abdominal cavity its supporters, is an act disgrucelul to o mnu 
iu consequence of laceration, 1 he nature of ‘ of sense ; an act, to wliich no inau of sense, 
the case may be questioned, from the uterus . who feels confident iu the strength oi his 
not having furnished ami ex|»elled its deci- ; ar.ieincnt, would ever condescend ; an act, 
diious nr nibriine. 1 he absence of this mem- iu short, which can only result from a pecu- 
brnne would not be sufficient pr«»of that my ■ liar moiital feeling, manifested in As opi- 
snrmises were erroneous. Mr. Burns sa\'s nion, very pneruliy, by pliieuologists, viz., 
that, in fnesf instaucey, decidua is formed. " matchless impudence. 

Dr. Blundell, whose researc:he.s have been Ibu as calling names is not argument, I 
exteneive, exauuiw d two cases, in which willingly leave to him this part ot the sub- 
the decidua was wanting ; Mr. l.angNtaft' jeet, and hasten to see “ the shallowness 
also examined u case, in which there was of the reasoning by which this doctrine is 
no decidua, supported.” Phrenology professes (to use 

This case will suggest very ingenious ob- , the language of A) “ to trace, by ob>erva. 
servations ; and 1 am no* without a hope thai j lion, the connexion between certain alleged 
some imporlRtit fuels will be stated, which | developments of the brain, and certain meii- 
may ultimately lt?nd to throw some little lal emotions and impulses, and intellectual 
additional light upon this hitliorto obscure, i opera' ions and 1 must confess, 1 am not 
but interesting, part of human p!i\ siology. j aware of any “ circumsiances of uncoutrol- 

I Inhle force,” that can make it impossible to 
[Tlte independent Members of this Society j trace ihi.s connexion, it will be necessary, 
will do well to attend mi Snttirdny, Jan. :ird, ’ how'ever, beloie we advert to the “ various 
when a proposition of a most infauious na- j and bleiuled emotions by which the mind of 
tore ia to be subuiiltcd to their conside-jman is liable to he agitated,” to endeavour 
jttligu,] to asceituin, if possible, the diferent Junda- 
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renowned for tlie practice of benevolence ; 
add to these, large cautiousness, and 1 will 
answer for it with my life, that what such a 
man gives away will never bring him to 
poverty. 

With regard to tlie illnstrious Hampden, 
it is easy to conceive a development of 
hraitj, the possession of which would render 
it highly improbable, if not impossible, that 
the devoted patriot should ever become the 
fawning courtier. 

The phrenologist, hor^ver, never ven- 
tures to assert that certain actions must ne- 
cessarily result from a certain development 
of brain, being fully aware that the feelings 
are often excited anjl modified by extenial 
circumstances ; still he maintains that every 
act will be in perfect accordance with such 
development. But, although the phrenolo- 
legist cannot aay wliich way a feeling may 
be directed, or to wlmt degree it may be 
excited, by external objects, yet he has no 
hesitaliotf (after having eiarained a head, 
and observed its relative proportions) in 
pointmg out the powers which will itave 
tlie strongest inideiicy to action, and conse 
qnentiy the motives by which the conduct 
will most [irohably be influenced. 

The phrenologist is fully sensible of the 
influence of education on character; in proof 
of which I might refer A to Ur Spurxheiro’s 
“ Elementary Principles of Education a 
work which he miglit read with singular 
advantage, and which would have the* effect 
of enlightening his crude and undigested 
ideas, if, during the perusal, ho would, for 
once, suffer his self-esteein to lie dormant. 
In admitting, however, the influence of 
education, and the excitement of external 
circumistancps, let it be distinctly under- 
stood thiit they never did, and never can, 
create a faculty, although they may strength- 
en it, and afford ojiportunities for its action, 
Napoleon Jjuonaparie never could have 
assumed the migli ty attitude wliich he so 
Jong sustained, Jind he not been gifted by i 
Nature with gjVojitic jiowers of rniiid, such I 
as rufely fall to the Jot of rnau. Tiiese pow- 1 
ers were, doubflcs.'i, improved and direeted I 
hv eiiurntion ; and rim “ spirit of tht- limes" j 
afiorded a:i (jppnrtuiiity for their disphiv. 
Dugald 6tf'tvaM. -ipeaks of powers, or ca 
panties, wlucli are generafiy formed h\ 
}mr(icui3r iiahits of study or of husiiie/s 
l?uch arc the /wuer u/ tastt, a genius fin 
poetry," Ac. Ac. ; a:iil, in anotlier place, he 
snys, “ wiial we call the ft nver of imngina- 
tion, is not the gift if Nature, hut ilie 
result of a: (ji:ire<i habit.*, aided by favom- 
able circumstiUK-e’i.'’ IJui can it fbr a rriDmei:! 
be supposed tl.a! john I/, ike, by nuy |mru 
I'ular itabus of niudy, and auled even by tin 
most favour.ibie {.ircumsiances, could evei 
have acijuired that power of taste, and that 
auhiimity of imagination, whic i displayed 


with such overpowering effect in Milton's 
Paradise Lost 1 Impossible : however trite 
the old adage, ‘ Peeta iiascitur mn fit,* may 
be considered, its truth is not to be dis* 
puted. 

“ Truitless is th’ attempt, 

By dull obedience and by creeping toil 
Oh^cure, to conquer tlie .severe ascent 
Of high Parnassus. Kalure'skindlin" brealh 
Must jire the chosen genius ; Nature’s liand 
Must string his nerves, and imp his eagle 
wings.” 

(To be amluded next mek.) 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


PIILHOMONOIS KKVS1PEI.A8 OF Tilt HAND, 
FORKAHU, AM) AftSi. 

Isaac MvscnuvE, snlat. 28, a brickniaker, 
and aman of spare habit, wuS admitted into 
Luke’s W ard , un der ifetf of M r. V in - 
I cent. Sept. 17, with considerable swelling 
and inflammation of the riglit band, forearm, 
and arm, extending to the shoulder, occa* 
sioned by a siiglit scratcli on his thumb, in- 
flicted by his wife with her nail, about ten 
duvs previous to his admis.sion. Stated that 
he went to work the dnv after he received 
the scratch. In the evening the thumb 
began to inflame, and the greater part of tlift 
hand and forearm the day after. By the 
time he was admitted into* the Hospital, the 
inflammation had gradually extended to the 
shoulder, and ulcerated openings were 
formed about the hand and finger for the 
discharge of jms. Tongue brown, and dry ; 
skin hot ; pul.se 100 ; full and hard. 

Calomel and jalap, with house-physic in 
a few hours afterwards, and the saline mix- 
ture with antimony every four Jmurs ; a 
bread anil water poultice, and fumentutions, 
to the arm. 

10. Complains of less pain in tlie arm; 
.'ia.'; ii'ss bent of skin ; tOiigue rnoisier ; 
Milo* (»/), and h'ss full ; bowels open ; fluc- 
if.ition w,iH di.scoven tl on f!u ouIm !e and 
luiiddlftof tlie forea.'iu. Mr. Vincent made 
in oprniu;; of about an inch in length, and 
let out ah iut an ounce of pus. In u dirv Of 
two nil)».i v;uerif)y, .Mr. Vincent made two 
uiOTc HTiiiil opentiigx, uve on the inside of 
the foff'.'irm and aiiotlii-r on the in«:de of tlie 
arm, and ouh was {•vHcuntod. .'Afierwards 
loalier furnu*d in (iie axilla, which W'ns 
il.io b-t out. AUhmj;li piiH was evidently 
fluctuating witliin tiie iiitecurneiit* covering 
the triceps rauscie, Mr. \ inrent, unwilling 
to encourage the incising practice, foibortf 
to make an opening for its exit ; it there* 
fore made one for itself, and etoughiug of 
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tlie Bkin and cellular tissue followed, to the I could not be kept sufficiently apart, and 
extent of rather more than a crown-piece, j the consequent laxity of the perinmom rea^ 
iiS. Has little or no pain in the armjidered it difficult to make the first incision, 
tongue moist ; pulse feeble ; perspirations; Mr. White, however, guided by an exact 
appetite bad; pus is discharged from the anatomy, succeeded, after some delay, occa- 
dilierent openings in the arm. sioned by the continued insubordination of 

Omit the saline medicines, and take iofus. the patient, in making an opening into the 
cascnril, with tine, cinchon. 588., ter quo- urethra; a large opening into the bladder 
tiilie. 5iv. of wine daily, and nourishing was completed with the lithotomie cache* 
diet. * The operator having introduced the 

o(). Mr. V incent, thinking there was a straight forceps, experienced a little dif- 
wantoftone and action in the arm, ordered ! hculty in graspi^ the stone, which was 
the lotio ainci to be applied, and Dover s i rather larger than u hen’s egg, of the "am- 
powder, grs. ix. to be taken ut night, the i muiiiaco- magnesian phosphate; and in the 
piitient having been rather restless the night j elTorts to extract it, reduced it to a number 
ht fore ; otherwise he seems stronger and | of fragments. The large pieces were re- 
hetu-r than when we last saw him. The arm ' moved with great care and fcome diffiettky, 
discharges hut little pus. * with live forceps, and the smaller ones were 

Oct. y. 'J’he patient has been going on -removed by repeated injections of tepid 
well till within these last few days, during water. A piece of oiled lint was carried 
whidh the arm has again begun to inflame, alongthe wound, ao as toplug* up the orilice 
and all his former sym'pioms to return. into the bladder, for t!ie purpose of prevent- 
Discontinue wine and meat, lake milk ing tbe irnmediaie escape of urine, audits 
diet; ejih and jiilup, saline mixture ; bread iiitiltratiou into the cellular tissue. 
pouUiff, with foiuentalioDS. j Mr. White visited him at eight in the 

14 . Much jrallevH by thU antiplilogistic evening, when he complained of pain in 
measures. Very li ttle discharge from the the Iiypogostric region ; (he hut was removed 
arm; pulse natural ; longue clean, and ap- from the wound, and was followed by a 
petite good ; no perflpirations. considerable discharge of urine, and cessa- 

la. J iie granulations of the arm appear- tion of pain. Kumer^rus particles of stone 
ing tn want vigour, the ung. zinci was used, escaped wiili the urine. Pulse hO ; at 

eleven o'clock he was very restless , coun- 
tenance flushed ; longue furred. 

Mama, ^ oz. ; 

InJ'mon of' senna, oz. ; ft. hausliis sta- 
tim sumendus et repetatur, Uis horis 
donee alvua responderit. 
l‘i. The jtalicut coniiniu'd restless till 
about three o’clock, when he fell asleep, 
ond awoke about eight o’clock this morning. 
iJTiioioMV, He has wow severe juiin in the hypogastric 

region, with great teiulorncss of the nhdo- 

Joseph (JiinEN, wtat. 74 , admitted with men. Pulse small, hard, and inlermiitent ; 
symirtoms of stone in the bladder, from | longue furred ; bowels have not been acted 
\vUiC'!i, ho says, ho has been suffering for upon. Continue the aperient draughts, 
the last eight years, Ho is a hardy and ! Forty leeches to be applied to the by pogas- 
imisculur man, has served twenty years in ' trie region. ^ 

the. arrnv, chiefly in the Last Indies, mull Twelve o'clock, v.m. The leeches have 
lias been nddicied to driukiug. He now j drawn well. Uowels have been twice aclod 
i'(»mplaius of isevere pain in the hypogastric 1 upon, ]Much relieved from pain, 
region, winch is tdinosl constant, and h‘.'| Four, p.m. He cun now hear consideT- 
canntrl pu>s his urine wilhouMhc pr<'v ions able pressure vipou the ohdoroeu, without 
introduction of a bougie, and then only in a producing pain. Pulse small and weak- At 
amall quttiuily. His general hi alih appears his own urgent request, he was allowed 
good. On the iuijodtieueii of u sound, a spirit of juniper, I 0/.., in vi glass of water, 
large rough atone coulu he drstincliy fell. .\t, six he hud a shivering til, which laaivd 
Mr. White proposed operating on the* ensu- about a quarter of an hour. Pulse very 
ilig Sulwrdav, whitii was, however, objected weak and iulermittent. Uepeal the jumper, 
to by the p.iiient. and it was, ihmefuif, de- tf.». He has passed a good night. Pulse 
ferwl till the following week. 7 « 1 . mmnal. This morniug he had another 

SatunUiv, Ucl. U. The patient wa* rigour, from which he retovered in about 
{daced on the operation table, where he ten minutes. 

struggled HO violeuilv, us uliuuM to render — — 

nugatory the efforts of the uBsistauts to re- ♦ This pniciice is objeciiouuhle iu thti 
itiuia him iu a piopcr posture. Thu ibiglts highest degree.— Eu. L. 


iM. The ung. zinci was dificontinued after 
a day or two’s use ; simple dressing is now' 
applied, the arm rolled, and the patient 
doing well. 
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14. Complains of pain in the wouiit!; 
pulse 8fi, more full. Bowels regular ; skin 
moist. 

15. Going' on well, j 

IB. Improving. Allowed nourishing diet, 

with wine, 6 lC. 

Dec, 1. He Iras been gradually gaining 
strength ; the wound is nearly healed, but 
a small quantity of urine still passes, when- 
ever he essays to empty the bladder ; a flex- 
ible catheter is daily* introduced, and suf- 
fered to remain for a few hours. 


GLASGOW INFinMARY. 

Wk have received a long and able letter 
from Mr. Thomas Cahieh, in confirmuliou 
of his report of the case of “ No. 5 Nurse,” 
and iu refutation ofsome contradictions to if| 
which have appeared in Macleod’s Fungus. 
Mr. Cabteh need uoi write another word on 
the subject; his report is believed to be 
true by the whole profession, apd the Cow- 
ans, Coopers, and Slue I.Achlans, are now 
classed with the Joe Burnses, the Stanleys, 
and tiij^^inon Pures, by every intelligent 
surgeon in the kingdom. Mr. Carter should 
know, that Macleod’s thing has neither iu- 
fluence nor drrulation. Mr. llrodie, in his 
evidence the other day, acknowledged tli.it 
he advanced money *' to set the man up;” 
but that.'* he now knows nolhipg of the 
concern.** As soan as gangrene appeared, 
Mr. Brodie left the poor excresceuoe to 
slough quietly under the care of its natural 
nurse Roderick. 
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LECTURES ’ 
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ORAVIt) tJTERUS, AND ON THE DISEASES i 
OP WOMEN AND CHILDREN. ' 

I 

DELIVERED AT OUY’s HO&PITAL BV ' 

DR. BLUNDELL. 

Lecture IX. 

Of some of the Diseases of Pregnancy, 

IIy the di.sease8 of pregnancy, Gentlemen, 
you are to understand those which arise 
from pregnancy as their cause, or which, i 
from their accidental coonesion with gas* 
tation, require a modified form of treatmeat, 
and of some of these 1 now proceed to treat. 

Among the diseases, which are either re- 
ferred to iiregnaucy, or which require a mo- 
dified treatment in consequence of their con- 
nexion with it, one, not the least trouble- 
some, is the irritability of the bowels and sto- 
mach, proJlucing, iu the earlier and middle 
months, both vomitings and purgings. Some- 
timc.s both ihose syraptom-s are occurring to- 
gether, but move frequently they alternate ; 
where tiieie i.s diarrha'a. there may be less 
excitement of the siomuch, and there may 
be vumitingf where the diarthcea is sus- 
pended. In those cases, in which there is 
much irritubility of the stomach and bowels, 
of course the patient becomes ngood deal re- 
duced by jl, ttn*l si>« may du; perfectly ex- 
hausted in consequence of the itiuuiliun, 
produced by the vomitiiigs and purgings, ! 
and the incapability of lak’ng fo ul ; or again, 
when much reduced, she may he cariicd oil 
by a flooding, occurring, perbups, during 
piemiUurc delivery. 

U is^iot alu nvH in our powiT to put a»toj> 
to these vomiiings ami purgings j iuii, by re* 
aoriiiig to tfu! follow ing ineusureiL , I think 
we limy, iu imiriy in»iaiites, conduct our 
cases 10 a favourubU; teriuiuuliou. lu the 
first place, then, if sus}u(,if>us thaJt there is 
any thing oflensive and irriiating ui the .sto- 
mach and bowels, aaceruuu whether this be 
No. «rp. 
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so or not ; and if there is, be careful to pu* 
rify the stomach and bowels by some mild 
evacuants. — Chamomile tea, warm water, 
ipecacuanha, and so on, may be used, if 
emetics seem proper ; and of the milder lax- 
atives, you may employ manna, senna, rhu- 
barb, and the like ; or if you wish to purge 
more actively, perhaps senna and salts may 
be preferred. 

Again, it is very desirable that you should 
diminish the irritability of the stomach and 
bowels. The irritability' of the bowels is 
sometimes restrained by means of the mia- 
turn creim, the confectio aromatica, the pre- 
parations of opium, of kino, of catechu, of 
hmmatoxylor, all in their operative doses. 
Where there is a great deal of irritability of 
the stomach, the eti'ervescing draught, strong 
coffee, opium, cliaicoal powder — perhaps, 
too, that potent agent, the hydrocyanic, way 
be advantageously tried. An invaluable re- 
medy in gastric irritability is the efferves- 
cing draught ; four scruples of the citric acid, 
dissolved in five ounces of w’uter, may' be 
put into one bottle, and five scruples of the 
carbonate of potass, in four ounces of dis- 
tilled water, may be put into another ; then 
a table spoonful of the solution from each 
of those bottles respectively, wlien put to- 
gether, will eftervesce smartly, and may b© 
taken in this condition every half hour, for 
several times in succession, unless the vo- 
miting previously cease. Often the first 
tw’o or three quantities will be thrown up, 
but the mediciae must not, on that account, 
be rt-jeclcd in a pel. Opium is not very 
effectual iu cases of ibis kind, when taken 
into the stomach. A ]»iece cf lint, dipped 
into the tincture of opium, and laid over the 
scrobiculus etmiis, luis appeared to me, in 
, some cases to be of great apparent service ; 
it isreroiomeiuteil by lieheiden. 

It seems, dprieri, not very probable that 
powdered cliarcoal can be of use iu these 
( case.s, hut leaniirg trom a friend ilmi, iu ihe 
hospital at .New York it bad bt on tried la 
vomiting, with advantage, I was iiuluce I to 
give It. an r-Mtiii, and I can at lea.si aver tiiat 
‘ I have seen no ill cflVcts tvom it. not to add 
i that it has seemed to be of ical efficncy. The 
method of administering it. i.s iu the torm of 
B very tine jxiwder, JO grains every two or 
2E 
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three hours, till it has produced an effect. 

1 ought to observe, that it makes the stools 
very blaCk. Of hydrocyaiiic acid 1 have had 
Tery little experience in these cases. Some 
of my medical friends think it of much ef- 
ficacy in quieting the stomach, and 1 would, 
therefore, recommend it to your attention. 
Recollect, however, that the remedy is not 
without its dangers, and beware. Five or 
six minims in the day 1 would not rashly 
exceed. 

If there is an inflammation about the con- 
junctiva of the eye, there is an irritability 
of the other parts of the organ ; if there is 
an inflammation of the inner membrane, the 
bladder and the urethra become irritable ; 
and, in like manner, the stomach and bowels 
become irritable also, in consequence of 
llammation of the membranes which line 
them. Tliat such is the state of the mu- 
cous tunic of these parts, you may sus- 
pect, if the tongue is red and swelled ; 
if the evacuations are emitted with im- 
petuosity, and with heat at the anus; 
or if, lastly, the pulse is at 100 or 105, 
and the abdomen is somewhat tender under 
the touch. When the irritability of tlie 
bowels is caused by inflammatioti of the 
mucous membrane, it may, perhaps, be cut 
abort by the antiphlogistic plan, more espe- 
cially by apjilyiiig leeches to the abdomen, 
to be lollowed by a large blister, the practi- 
tioner not forgetting cautious venesection. 
The cases which are tlie best adapted for 
this sort of treatment are those in which 
you have tiie symptoms here enumerated, 
and where the patient, though still labouring 
under the disease, has a moderate share of 
strengtli remaining. I was requested by my 
friend, Mr Steriy, to see a patient who hud 
a good deal of irritability of the stomach, 
commencing in the middle period of preg- 
nancy, and continuing till after her delivery. 
When i saw her, there were about ten or 
twelve watery evacuations in the coiiFse of 
the day, tlie tongue was swelled and red, 
the amis was t-or", there was teiideniess and 
lieat about the abdomen, and the pulse was 
about 100 in the minute. In this case, or- 
dinary remedies having fiuled, about twelve 
leeches were apjilied to the abdomen ; other 
remedies had been tried, without effect ; a 
large vesication was afterwards produced, 
and the cure, of consequence, was sudden 
and complete. 'I'lie evacuations became 
more solid in a few days ; and this w'umuu, 
who seemed to be in great danger of sink- 
ing under the discharges from the alimen- 
tary tube, was completely re-established, 
and afterwards became the mother of ano- 
ther child. 

There is a tliird method of treatment, 
from which great advantage has sometimes 
been derived, and that is a/tstmence. Where 
the woman throws up every thing she takes, 
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it is not to her nourishraent, but an emetic* 
Now if, under these circumstances, she will 
remain for a few days, two or three, for 
example, willjoutfood, the irritability'^ of the 
stomach may subside somewhat ; and food, 
afterwards given with caution, may be re- 
tained. And here it is worth your know- 
ing, — as, no doubt, most of you do know, — 
that w'heii you wish llie patient to abstain 
from taking food into tlie stomach, she may 
be supported by nutrient injections into the 
bowels. By my friend. Dr. Hull, of Man- 
chester, a case is narrated, in which a hypo- 
chondriac, cutting his throat with a razor, 
inflicted a w'ound on the ffsophugus, with- 
out, however, destroying life. By the ad- 
vice of this distinguished practitioner the pa- 
tient abstained entirely from food to be taken 
into the stomach, and, during three wdiole 
weeks, he was supported entirely by nu- 
trients injected into the bowels, liildanut 
has reported the case of a woman who, from 
irritability of the stomach, rejected all food 
during a space of five weeks ; hut she was 
supported the whole time in the way above 
intimated, being cured, and becoming, at 
length, tliH mother af a vigorous infant. 

By Dr. Friend, in his eloquent letter to 
Dr. Mead, another case is recorded, in 
which, from nslrichire in the a^sophogus, the 
food was prevented from entering the gas- 
tric cavity into the stomach ; and, in this 
case, it is added that, for weeks togetlier, 
the patient, a nobleman, w'as supported iu 
the manner mentioned by Mildanus. In 
short, when the bowels are not very irrita- 
ble, and you wish the stomach to be per- 
fectly quiet, you have it in your power to 
supersede the operations of ihia organ, for 
days, or even weeks, in succession, by u 
judicious odminislralion of intestinal nutri- 
tion. Preparation of eggs, strong broth, or, 
perhaps, the serum of animals, may be found 
to answer tlie juirpose, as well as most 
kinds of nourishment; bull have had but 
small expfrience Jiere. 

Again, should all these remedies fail, y^ou 
have yet another, and that is the induction 
of premature delivery ; for, when delivery 
occurs, there is reason to hope that this vo- 
miting will cease. In determining on the 
use of this remedy, however, rememher, in 
the first jilace, that, if tlie woman is very 
much reduced, there is alw'ays a danger in 
these cases, lest the patient should sink un- 
der accidental flooding; this ought to be 
mentioned to the friends before the opera- 
tion is performed. Eurther, provided the 
delivery be brought on before the comple- 
tion of seven months and a fortnight, the 
child w’ill frequently die, but if after the 
seventh monili and a fortnight complete, it 
may be expected to live ; and, therefore, 
when the remaining strength of the woman 
permits, it may be better to delay the deli< 
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very till this term is completed. Nor, in 
the third place, is it to be forgotten, that, 
where premature delivery is thus brought 
on, children are often presenting pretenia- 
turally, — the leg or the nates, the arm or 
the shoulder, being placed over the centre of 
the pelvis, instead of the vertex ; nor that 
the child may perish, under the best ma- 
nagement, in consequence of this uufuvour- 
ahle position. 

When, from irritability of the stomach 
and bowels, women are in a higli degree of 
weakness, it becomes of great importance 
to nourish the system ; and this, provided all 
or the greater part of the. food taken by the 
mouth be rejected by the stomach, is by no 
means a very easy task, in cases of ex- 
treme emaciation, in consequence of this 
gastric or intestinal irritability, you will 
not suppose that I design rashly to advise 
you to nourisli the patient by the injection 
of blood into the vessels ; 1 cannot, how- 
ever, forbear remarking on this occasion, 
that this mode of treatment is not alto- 
gether impracticable. 1 remember once, 
many years ago, taking a dog, and nourish- 
ing the animal for three entire weeks, 
merely by means of blood, which was in- 
jected into the external jugular vein; every 
day, or every other day, several ounces were 
injected, and, in this manner, without the 
lielp of any i'ood, the system was sustained ; 
water only was allowed this dog; and, 
though repeated observations were made, it 
is remarkable, that no voracity of appetite 
could be observed, during his three weeks’ 
abstinence. 

I have observed to you already, that 
where the stomach fails altogether, the 
system may, to appearance, be supported by 
intestinal injections ; nor must w'e everlo.se 
siglit of this; every four or five hours, in 
cases of this kind, the injections may be 
thrown up, say to the measure of six orj 
eight ounces ; and, in those cases in which 
the rectum is irritable, perhaps its reten- 
tive power may be assisted by opiates — by 
the small measure of the injection, and by 
the cautious manner in which it is infused, 
lleid’s excellent syringe answers admirably 
for the.se purposes. 

Hut wherever the stomach is not totally 
disabled from acting, gastric uourishmeui 
is, 1 think, to be decidedly preferred, and 
the following hints may not be without 
their use. I'liroiigliout the wliole fouv-and- 
twenty hours, the. stomach may not be 
equally irritable ; and thus some may bear 
nourishment in the earlier, some in the 
middle, and some in the latter period of the 
day; the tendency to morning vomiting, 
during pregnancy , is notorious to all. Now, 
in patients labouring under the disease 
which we are now considering, you ought 
carafully to inquire into the state of the 


stomach, and ascertain at what part of the 
four-and-tw'cnty hours the irritability ap- 
pears to be the least excited, ill order that 
the food may be, at these times, adminis- 
tered. Again : solids may soinotimes be 
retained by the stomach, where fluids, which 
give rise to more dilatation, may be speedily 
thrown off'; and therefore you slioiild ascer- 
tain, from observations, which of those two 
kinds of nourishuieiit may suit best wiili 
the gastric cavity. Solids have the advan- 
tage of lying in a smaller compass, wiihiu 
that compu.s.s tlief contain a much larger 
supjily of iiourislmieiit, nor are they so apt 
to produce gas. l o these two remarks you 
may add a third, which is, that much de- 
pends, incase.s of irritubility of the stomach, 
upon the mere bulk ot the food taken. A 
woman, may, perhajis, be able to bear two 
or three table-spoonfuls of some fluid, as 
milk, for example, where she would not be 
able to bear half a pint. Now it is to be 
recollected, that if your patient is lying 
quiet iu bed, a very small quantity of nou- 
rishment, either of solid or Iluid, may be 
amply sufficient to support ihe; system. Ac- 
cordingly, patients lying in betl, wlio could 
not bear the larger (juantities of food with- 
out rejecting them, have done very well, 
when they have merely taken two or three 
table-spoonfuls of milk every three or four 
hours, lu their state of quiescence, this 
nourishment was enough. 

Causes. — Upon the more immediate causes 
of irritability of the st omach and bowels, in 
these cases, it is not my design to enlarge ; 
for, on the subject of proximate causes, 
though important, we. are all a\it to talk 
nouseuse, but the following- hints may not 
be misplaced. A pnnci[)al disjio.sing cause 
to the disease, seems lu be pregnancy in so 
much, that tiiough we find the hi.siotse, it is 
true, coniinuiug sometimes after delivery, 
yet, generally, it is relirved by it. Preg- 
nancy may be supposed to operate by a sort 
of sympathy subsisting In-lvveen the stomach 
and hoivels npua the one hand, and llie 
giavid uterus, and its aupemiages, upon the 
other; and by syirt/i.u/iy here, 1 mean, «s on 
all occasions wlit-n 1 use this term, a combi- 
nalioii of unseen causes, whereby an im- 
pression on one part ns eirabled to operate on 
unother, witli which it has no obvious con- 
nexion in the way of cause and effect, and 
which causes may ct-rtainly not the loss e.xist 
and operate, althougli we are unable to point 
out (iialinclly in what tliev consist ; like the 
piinciple of gravity, theiv existence and ope- 
rationa may be demonstrated by facta and 
observations. 

In some cases of gastric and intestinal 
irritability, certainly the disease seems to 
be kept up by mere irritability of the sur- 
face of the bowels, and of the stoin-ach, in- 
depeudently of any inflammatory exoite- 

2E2 
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mpiit ; hilt tlimioli tliis may be true, I nm 
pcrsmuled, tliat what i slated hefure will 
be liiuiul to be loirect, in many cases, 
iinmely, (but tlie irritability of the stomach 
and bowels, is itself sometimes re errihle to 
a certain inflammaiory state, which exists 
in the mucous membrane ; and of this 1 am 
the more persuaded, because in dissection I 
have found in children, luboutino under a 
similar aifection, the marks of inflammation, 
or of incipient ulceration on the iuiestinal 
surface, to be seen, indeetl, in this prepara- 
tion. Redness of ilie tongue, soreness and 
heat of the anus, sub-obscure tend^^rness of 
the abdomen, and a pulse of lOjor 110 in 
the minute, all sometimes observed — strong- 
ly tend ti) cnnlirm onr susjiicions of an in- 
flammatory irritation. 

Effusions of water tinring pregnancy, are not 
uncommon in women, even when in Iiigh 
bealtli. Of these effuainns, the most fre- 
f]ueiu is, (edema of the limbs, sometimes of 
the ri^ht Je,;, sometimes of the left, occa- 
sionally of both, and more or less exten- 
sively, for the? disease may be confined to 
the ancles merely, or it may reach to the 
knees. But besides (bis mdimia, which is so 
fiiuiuentand unattended with any danger, 
tliere is a dropsical affection which is no- 
ticed by otliers, and wliich I have myself 
seen in two eases, where the w’oinnn, during 
j'regmincy, has a tendency to a general ef- 
fusioti, water exmiing in all the principal 
parts of the body, the legs, the arms, the pe- 
ritoneal sac, the chest, the head ; the dis- 
ease soriietimi's pn^doininating in one part 
of the body, and sometimes in another ; 
but all tlie principal parts being affected at 
once. i\or am 1 speaking here of general 
dropsies arising from shattered health, and 
combining wilii ])regii:incy by a mere acci- 
(ieiiliil coTicurrence ; but of lliose general 
dropsies, in the course of lier gestation, which 
may assail tlie woman, though in all other 
respects slie appear to be lumitliy enough, 
nor in any way tin,; jirobalde subject of such 
an attack. Now where tlie patient labours '■ 
under ordinary mdema of the leg.s, the di.s- j 
ea.se is of no inijrortance ; but where, which ! 
seldom hajrpeii.s, the effusion is general, as j 
in tiic ciisi; midiT consideration, there is 
much to he ajijirelieiKh'd ; for the water 
miiv acciiinuiiite so largely, as to interrupt 
the great functions of the body, and in that 
manner destroy lifo- 

Ticutmcnt. — If a jiutient labour under one 
of those general effusions of dangerous 
coiisetjueuces, of course your treatment! 
fdiould not. be inactive. I’iie most power- j 
lid liydropic rmiedres, including (date-! 
riuni, yon are jiistilied in using; you will; 
liiid this to have a va! i()ii,s effect in differeiil 
patieots ; ff or 10, or li', or M watery eva- 
cuations lieiiig .sometimes produced by one- 
sixtli gf a gram, and pow'crfully promoting 


absorption. But besides the ordinary re- 
rnedi('s proper in dro|)sicul allVctions, I 
should, in these case*;, feel strongly disjmsed 
to make trial of blood letting, first, because, 
as a matter of observation, 1 think 1 have 
seen it u.seful, and, secondly, because I 
strongly su.spect, that those effusions are not 
produced by debility of the woman, but 
ratlier by an increased action of the exiia- 
lent vessels, approacliing to inflammation. 
If, indeed, a woman is very pale and thin, 
ond weak, and apparently of dropsical dia- 
tliesis, the dropsy may be considered as 
accidental, rather than the result of preg- 
ancy ; and 1 should not be inclined to re- 
commend the lancet here ; but if a patient, 
previously in the full vigour of health, be- 
comes impregnated, and afterwards in the 
early, or middle, or even in the latter periled 
of gestation, is suddenly seized with effu- 
sion, I should consider that the use of the 
lancet was proper enough. Burns, who has 
written so well on midwifery, has, 1 think, 
made the same observation. 

There i.s, too, yet another remedy peculiar 
to tliis form of dropsy, and not to be lost 
sight of, and tliat is, tlie delivery of the 
woman; for the disease being connected 
with pregnancy, and evidently of danger, in 
the more pressing cases, we are justified in 
bringing the gestation to a close as soon as 
may be. IV'ow' in the middle and latter 
months, this acceleration of delivery may be 
accomplished without any greater risk than 
would be justifiable under tlie given circum- 
stances, by introducing a proper instru- 
ment along the neck and mouth of the womb, 
puncturing tliose membranes, and discharg- 
ing the water, all wiiich miglil be done with- 
out the introduction of iru/re than one or 
two fingtffs, for as to the forcing a delivery 
in these cases, by turning, or instruments; 
in the present stale of knowledge, this is 
(juite out of the tpiestion. 

A woman, of vigorous constittilion enough, 
(for I will relate one or two illustrutive in- 
stance.H,} was seized, during pregnancy, with 
general effusion ; parturition, however, 
came on, and the complaint censed. Be- 
coming pregnant again, she w'as a second 
time seized with an effusion, w'liicli took place 
in the legs, the chest, and the uhdoTnen. A 
very eminent practitioner was called in con- 
sultation with myself in this case ; nothing 
very active was attempted ; we did not see 
onr way clearly to bloodletting; llie water 
continued to accumulate, and the woman 
ultimat(dy died, apparently from liydrotlio- 
ra.x. N'i;\v here is a case, tlien, which illus- 
trut(-s the danger of thos(? effusions occur- 
ring during pregnancy, say in the earlier or 
middle irionili.s, even in women, to appear- 
ance, of very vigorous conalituiion. Some- 
time aiterwiirds, 1 was culled to another 
patient, also of u constitution tolerably 
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sound ; in this case, effusion of water had 
taken place into the legs, the abdomen, ami 
probably the head ; for at the time when 1 saw 
her she was insensible, and had occasion- 
ally convulsive fits. This woman was very 
freely bled to the amount of 40 or 50 ounces 
at least, in the course of two or three hours ; 
premature delivery was intended, but par- 
turition came on of itself in the course of 
the four-and- twenty hours ; the next day 
I found the jiatient a great deal better ; 
the day afterwards she was so much im- 
proved, that she appeared to be in u state of 
speedy' conva’escence ; unfortunately, how- 
ever, she was seized with the puerperal fever, 
a complaint very prevalent aiui fatal at tlie 
time, and though she was in the hands of a 
very excellent jtractitioner, she sunk under 
the disease. Her improvement under the 
dropsical attack had been so great, that 1 
hud taken my leave of her ; nor did 1 see 
her under tiie puerperal fever, till some 
three or four hours before she expired. JVow 
here is a second case, in which you have an 
example of a patient on the whole tolerably 
healthy, seized under pregnancy with a ge- 
iieriil effusion, productive of the most alarm- 
ing symptoms ; in this cose, ton, you have 
an example of the effectual relief derived 
from the active use of the lancet, and the 
evacuation of the uterus ; therefore, it seems, 
that, in addition to llie ordinary remedies of 
dropsy, the abstraction of blood, and the in- 
duction of premature delivery, are, in these 
cases, the principal remedies, and on them, 
witliout iieglectiug other measures, I should 
feel strongly disjsosed to rely. 

Hut what is to he done in those slighter 
attacks of sickness, or dropsy, during preg- 
nancy, of niore ordinary occurrence, for the 
ino»e active practices cannot he required 
here '} wliy, in the oedema of the legs, a 
bandage, a laced stocking, a little purging*’, 
tile horizontal jiosture, [latience, tune, and 
delivery, will be of service, and in oedema of 
the labia, pressure with a T bandage, and 
compress. In both cases, puncture of the 
skin might he serviceable, hut I never yet 
found it necessai'v'. In morning sickness, 
time, patience, and the advance of tlie preg- 
nney beyond the fourth month, will usually 
cure the disease : bleeding from the arm 
mav be useful to the plethoric ; the hori- 
zontal posture is proper to |>reventt!ie hear 
ing of the uterus. If any' offensive smell, or 
other obvious cause, excite the stomach, this 
should be, intercepted. Dr. Lowder liad a 
Jiatient wli-) was effectually relieved, by re- 
moving from the factory of her hushami, a 
coach-maker, for wlieii she became preg- 
nant, tlie smell of the paint continually ex- 
cited the stomach. 

Stiphilk, in connexion with pregnancy, is, 
80 far as 1 know', not to be found among the 
Uj)per aud middle ranks of our country- 
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w'omen, but in the lower orders of large 
number; and, in this town, at least, not 
wholly averse to debauchery, these syjihi- 
litic pregnancies are of occasional occur- 
rence, though still, perhaps, on the whole, 
not very common. 

I have not ascertained, by my own obser- 
vations, that the administration of mercury, 
in cases of pregnancy, has a tendency to 
bring on the premature expulsion ot‘ the 
ovum ; but sucli tlie opinion wliich has 
been held by men who are very competent 
to decide on the point ; and I have heard 
oiir surgical Corypliteus, Sir Asiley Coopt r, 
assert, that iu tlie war<i.s of this hospital, 
111 former days, the adminislratiori of mer- 
cury iu the higher doses, agrcealily to the 
ancient practice, has been observed by the 
sisters to induce miscarriage, at least w liere 
aptitude existed. The admini.'.tration of mer- 
cury, therefore, in cases of pregnancy in 
the earlier or middle months, must be used 
with corresjnmding caution. 

Jn modern surgery, there are three prin- 
cipal modes in which syphilis is treated ; by 
the fuller action of mercury — by its milder 
action — and by remedies of w'liicli meicury 
forms no part. If the latter remedies are 
really as efficacious as it is contended, and 
as all who wish well to mankind liavc rea- 
son to desire, these remedies would be jie- 
culiarl}' fitting in gestation ; and surely iu 
syphilitic pregnancy, if not in syi'lnlis 
generally, the milder mercurial action is to 
be preferred to the violent ; and in>tead of 
salivating the jiatient, you ought to content ^ 
yourselves with producing merely* a sore- 
ness of the moulli. 

Again : there are two wa\'.s in which the 
mercurial action may be managed in the 
syphilis of jircgnancy' — 1 mean, eitlicr iu 
such manner as inay^corapietely cure the 
disease, by extinguishing or destroying the 
poison, or in sucli manner, o.s may' eflec- 
tnally check any pressing synijiloms under 
which the patient may labour, so us to sus- 
pend and mitigate tlicir violence ; the 
remedy being laid u.side, when thi.s pur- 
pose lias been obtained, to be resumed after- 
wards, should tlie symptoms require it. If 
a ivoiuan were iu health, and not jiroiie to 
miscarriage, 1 should be inclined to give 
the mercury, if 1 began it at all, in sncli 
quantities us to destroy the poison ulto- 
getlier; hut ill women move weakly, and 
who have repeatedly aborted beton-, the 
best indication of an aptitmle to tliese ex- 
pnlsiims, J sliould incline to try tlie ad- 
iiiiiii.itralion ofiiK'rciirv in smallev (piantities, 
and ill sus[?en,sive do.ses, as it is our duty to 
save the child, if tircumstances will permit; 
always, however, iu rn’itisli mid .viieiy, re- 
collecting the maxim, that tlie lilt* and benliii 
of the woman are paramount to every other 
considerutioii. Tliis BU’^peiisory j'raetice, 
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however, it must be owned, is both difficult When we meet with syphilis, in con- 
mid didicate. junction with pregnancy, we are, of course, 

If a delivery occur after seven months and led to inquire, whether much benefit might 
a fortnight, should the child be duly taken not be derived from any other auti-syphilitic. 
care of, it may live ; if, however, on the And the nitric acid has been so much re- 
other hand, the {larturition occurs before commended, that it ought not to be over- 
this term is completed, it may he no easy looked. Of the ellicucy of this remedy, 1 
task, to rear it ; and, certainly the earlier forbear to pass a personal opinion ; hut I 
and the younger the foetus, the smaller the will give you the sentiments of a man of 
cliance of its surviving. Now this is a large opportunities, and very capable of 
pTinci{de, of which you onght to avail your- judging— -I mean the late Mr. Pearson. He 
selves, in treating syphilitic affections by says, that in using the nitric acid, he has 
mercury ; and if you have an option, yoii found that the primary symptoms were not 
Certainly ought to delay— 1 do not say "the infrequently cured — rarely, however, ]ier- 
inercurv^ hut the ph alisni, till the seventh manently, for they were apt to return, and 
month and a fortnight are com]»leted ; so yet sometimes even permanently. He says 
tliat if the child be expelled, it may still further, that where patients have been la- 
live ; and the longer you delay your raercu- bouring under the secondary symptoms of 
rial action on the system, the "greater will the disease, the primary symptoms have 
be the chance of survival, should premature sometimes been cured altogether, and the 
expulsion occur. Nor cun 1 accede to the aecondary have sometimes been cured also, 
0 [)iiiions of those, who think that if mer- hut for a time only. He adds, respecting 
cury is to be given, it should rather be the acid, that it seems to improve the 
given in the earlier period of gestation, strength, and that it may he given in con- 
under the fear, that if delivery should occur junction with the mercury, but that this 
while the patient is in a state of salivation, combination does not diminish the quantity 
ill conseqiienoos may be produced by it. ^ 

You will remember, in the present mode of 
administering mercury for syphilis, the 
remedy is much lc.ss violent in its opera- 
tion, than when given according to former 
maxims. In the general, 1 believe, (but mary symptoms— if it will, in many cases, 
you, as surgeons, must decide this,) it is really suspend the symptoms, both primary 
ipiite sufficient to {troduce, and to keep and secondary, even for a tew weeks only, 
up for six or eight weeks, or a little cases of syphilitic pregnancy may now and 
longer, a decided soreness of the mouth, then occur, in which it may do etiective ser- 
produced, for example, by the hydrarg. cum vice, in place of a less desirable, though a 
cretii. Now, 1 will not say that a high more certain, remedy, 
stale of salivation, concurrent with delivery, Incases of syphilis, we have been ad- 
mighl not give rise to some danger, though vised to make use of the woods, giiuiacuin, 
1 do not know of any ill consequences that ine*ereon, sassafras, and particularly the 
have ensued in such cases, for opportuoi- compound decoction of sarsaparilla. In 
ties of observing are not frequent ; but 1 am this country, tlie woods have, 1 believe, 
satisiiecl that there is no immediate danger been very generally rejected by the regular 
resulting from a slight soreness of the practitioner as cures for the affection, though 
mouth, which is all that may be requisite, an opinion is again gaining ground, that 
in order to subdue the syphilitic affection, syphilis may be cured without mercury — 
With respect, tlierefore, to the use of mer- certainly good news for the human race." Jii 
cury in cases of syphilis, these are mv the warmer climate, the woods, it has been 
ojiinions in summary: as mercury is liable surmised, may be of greater effect; and, 
to produce miscarriage, use it with caution, owing to a greater virulence in the disease, 
and soreness of the mouth is, in all cases, to they may lose their effect in the colder cli- 
be preferred to an active plyalisra ; m all mates; for there is a lurking suspicion that 
cases, mercury ought to be used sparingly ; the venereal poison becomes more violent 
hut caution is more especially necessary, if otir colder altitudes, thiin in ‘those re- 
ihe aptitude to miscarriage be manifest; :fions which lie nearer the line. N'ow, ifit 
provided a disposition to miscarriage is really be tlie case, that the woods possess a 
known to exist, it is desirable not to induce greater power in tlie warmer countries, if 
the soreness, before the seven months and of you should ho practising in the East 
the fortnight are {iccomplished, as the child, Indies, for instance, as many of our couii- 
if expelled jtrernaturely, can scarcely be trymen do, it might, perliups, be wortliy our 
expected to survive; yet .should the seen- while to give a fuller trial to the woods 
rity of the mother demand an earlier ad- tlif-re, though 1 deem it right to add that, 
ministration of the remedy, her safety mmst by Mr. Mansell, who has practised much in 
be made jiaraniount to every other con- Indian Peninsula, 1 am informed that in 
sideration. 


01 tne mercury, wliicnmay De necessary tor 
the cure. Now these are properties which 
may very reasonably recommend the acid to 
your attention, in the cases under our con- 
sideration ; if it will sometimes cure the pri- 



DOUBLE UTEBTJfe— DOUBLE IMPREGNATION-. 


423 


syphilis, mercury is the remedy on which 
the European practitioners rely. 

In the syphilis of pregnancy, there is 
nnothor palliative wliich deserves our atten- 
tion, and that is the caustic. For it is a 
curious fact, that the malignity of the local 
poison of the chancre is so great, that if 
left to itself, it will go on committing its 
ravages, till at length it has destroy'-ed the 
genitals to a great extent, and yet the whole 
of this malignant topical power resides in 
a mere film of structure, probably not thicker 
than the fingernail, so that if you can but 
get down, through this structure, upon a 
healthy organisation, you may obtain a com- 
plete cure of tlie disease ; the constitution 
remains affected still, hut topically the dis- 
ease may be cured. Now, for this pur- 
po.se, the destruction of the morbid orga- 
iii/a\tion, the. stronger caustics may be 
ernplojred ; but 1 have myself seen, hy 
jncaiis of lunar caustic applied ten or fifteen 
tiniPH, such a complete destruction of these 
luorhid films as occasioned a complete ci- 
catrisation, Now, in a woman labouring 
under chancre, small and manageable, it 
would he for your consideration, whether 
you had not better heal by caustic, and 
refrain from tiie use of the mercury un- 
til the latter months, or till delivery was 
effected, wlioii you might have recourse 
to such administration of the mercury as 
would completely destroy the disease iii 
the coTistiiMtiou. A friend of my own was 
telling me, some two or three years ago, 
that in the early period of his life, being 
seized with a chancre, he thought to heal it I 
hy the application of caustic ; he attacked j 
the disease very early, indeed on its very j 
first appearance, and lie had jiersuadcd him- 
self that it was completely subdued by thi.s 
treatment, but, though tlie ulcer healed, in 
nine months afterwards he was seized by a 
regular attack of constitutional symptoms; 
th<* disease appeared on his skin, throat, 
and nose, and he was obliged to use mer- 
cury very largely, not without fumigation, 
to get rid of this troublesome affection. This 
case proves, what, probably, you all knew 
belbre you entered the theatre, that though 
you may heal a cliancre by caustic, even 
when the first speck of ulceration is mani- 
fested, still you cannot prevent the consti- 
tution from being affected ; but observe, 
what is here to our point, namely, that 
where a chancre is healed in this manner, 
the disease may lie, to all appearance, 
quiet in the system for nine months, per- 
haps, in some cases, for a longer time ; and, 
in the 8y]>hilis of pregnancy, to gain time 
point of primary imjiortance ; for, by 


night, that critical period of gestation 
which gives sufficient strength to the feetus 
to enable it to support an independent ex- 
istence. When tlie mother is infected with 
syphilis, the foetus may be affected also ; 
but this subject has been considered before. 
It is not to gonorrha'a, but to the chancrous 
form of the venereal disease, that the pre- 
ceding remarks are designed to refer. 
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DOUBLE UTERUS, AND DOUBLE IMPREGNA- 
TION. 

L. B., mtat. 30, of a robust constitution, 
bad been in labour for two days, when i)r. 
Goiss, who describes tlie ca.se, was sent for. 
He observed that the pains were confined to 
the right side, where the uterus reached 
almost to the true ribs, while, on the left 
side, it did not rise higher than the nav'el. 
The external genitals were regularly formed ; 
and it having been found that the shoulder 
presented, the operation of turning was re- 
sorted to, and a healthy female child ex- 
tracted, Soon after delivery, the right side 
of the abdomen collapsed, the left half re- 
taining its size. .An hour after the birth of 
this child, the labour pains returned, and, 
on examination, it was found that, at the, 
side of tlie os uteri, and quite distinct from 
it, there existed a circular opening, tlirough 
which the distended membranes of another 
child protruded. It was a full-grown boy, 
and, after its birth, Dr, Geiss, having intro- 
duced his hand into the left cavity, con- 
vinced himself that it had no commuuiciitum 
with the right half of the uterus, which had 
already contracted. The left uterus con- 
tracted rather slowly, and the patient lost 
much blood from it. Two months after- 
wards, both children, as well as the mother, 
were perfectly healtliy. Two years after- 
wards she was again delivered, but of one 
child only. — limt’s Magazine. 


TRANSFORMATION OF THE SUBSTANCE OF 
THE HEART INTO A FATTF MASS. 

A young girl, whose father had been affected 
with constitutional syphilis, had, until her 
nineteenth year, enjoyed good health, when 
she became subject to rheumatic pains, 
and to enlargement of tlie glands of the, 
neck. It soon became evident that she was 
affected with a chronic diseOvSe of the heart 
this means, w'e may be enabled to pro- ! for she slept very little, and frequently 
crastinnte the use of mercury till after deli- ' started np in her sleep ; the least e.xertion 
very is accomplished, or, at all events, be- ! caused the greatest exliaustion, and oven 
yond the term of seven aeaths and a fort- syncope j she complained of violent lancw 
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nating pain in the left side of tbe thorax, I The indictment charged the prisoner* 
incapubility of lying on either side, a trou- 1 with murder. The first charge preferred 
blesome cough, with bloody expectoration,; against Burke, accused him ofhaving.in the 
and a very oppressive buruitig sensation in. month of March, vVpril, or May, 18‘^8, in a 
the region of the heart. The pulse was j house in Gibb's Close, in the Canougate, in 
weak, frequent, and unequal ; the exire- j Edinburgh, murdered Mary Taterson or 
mines cold; the cheeks and fingers of a ^Mitcht*ll, by' placing or laying his body or 
blue colour; tl>e pulsations of the heart ipereoii, or part thereof, over or upon the 
were very feeble, and could hardly be ! breast or person and face of Mary Paterson, 
felt &c. She died, after an illness of ten j when she was lying in tlu* said house in a 
montlis. On opening tl:e thoracic cavity, i state of intoxiculiou. It then went on to 
the hni'^s were found adf. erent to the pleura i charge him, that by the pressure thereof, 
and ihe*’]>ericardiuni, the internal surface of i and by covering her mouth and nose with 
which wa.s covered with whitish yellow, j his/ body or person, and forcibly compress- 
solid filaments, about one-third of an inch , ing her throat with his hands, and keeping 
in lem^tli, and some of them attached to | her down, uolwilhstnndmg her lesistance, 
the lic^iit, jthe external surface of which i or in some oilier way to the ])roseciilor un- 
was also covered with villous excrescences, ! known, preventing her from breathing, did 
and two-third's of Its suhstaiice were chaiified I suffocate or strangle her; and this the in- 
into a fatty muss of u greyish yellow colour.; (iictrnent charged him with doing, with the 
The other organs wpie found healthy, with wicked aforethought intent of disposing of 
tlie exception of the spleen, which was or selling the body to a physician or siir- 
somewliat enlarged.— Hcidc/h. klin. Anml, geon, or some person in the employment of 
a physician or surgeon, as a subject for dis- 
section. 

ruKSEnvATioN OF LEECHES. 'i’lie spcoiid count charged Burke with 

ISL Huragre has. bv the following method, having, in September, October, or Novem- 

snccreded in preserving leeches fora consi-jber, in a bouse in Tanner’s Close, 

derable time :-They are kept in small bar- Portsbiirgli. or Western Portsburg. in or 
rels, the internal surface of which has been near JCdinburgli, attacked and assaulted 
reduced to charcoal, the bottom being co- James Wilson, commonly called Daft Jamie, 
vereil bv sand, moss, and charcoal. In by leaping or tlirowiug himself upon liiin, 
suramei-time the water must be changed when the said James Wilson was lying in 
every eight davs ; during winter, itissuffi- the said house, and that he having sprung 
cient to renewh every sixth week.— /oui-n.l up. Burke did struggle with him, and did 
de Chim. Med, hriiig him to the, ground, and by laving his 

I body or person across Wilsoir.s face, ami by 

K^mpressing his mouth, nose, and throat, 

ijjjj suffocate and strangle, him iu the same 
manner that he murdered Mary Ihilerson, 
[J'Vom The Tun s of Moiidai/.] j and with the inlciil of disposing of his body 
i for dissection, 

tue late noKRiRLE -Mi RiiEns iNEnix-j '1 he third count charged Burke and Helen 
lu'iiCH, TO OBTAIN glBJEcTS lOH ^ts- . huviiig, ill the month of 

SECTION. j .Sej)tember, October, or November, 18'ii8, 

' I iu the befiire-inentioned house in Ports- 


(Abridged from The Edinburgh Evening 
Couiunt of Thursday.) 


i burgh, murdered Madgy, or Mary M'Cioose- 
i gal. or Duflie, or Campindl, or liocherty, by 
I suffocating and strangling her in the manner 


The Hif'h Court of Justiciary, at Edin- * that Burke was charged with the murder of 
bnrMi, proceedKl on Wednesday to the trial : ids two first-menliuned vieliims. It also 
of frUliam Jiurke and I i den M Dm, gal, in- i charged them with the murder of .Madgy, 
dieted for irmtdf-r. No trial that has taken • for tlie purpose of dispoaing of her body lur 
})la(’e for a number of rears past, has ex j dissection. 

cited such an unusual and imeiise interest;! In answer to the indictment, Burke sub- 
aii the doors and pa.ssn-es to the Court were i milted that lie was not hound to plead to, or 
besieged at an e.iriy hour before day-light. 1 to he tried ujmn a libel, which not only 
and it, was with the greatest difficiiify, and • h:ir:;»*d Inm With iliri'e unconneiTed mur- 
by tiie iriinost. e,\ertii)ns of a large lenlv ot | der.i loiiiinitted each at a difiereiit time, 
mdice, that. c:,uld be ).iocii;ed foi ! and at a «!ii;‘.-venl jrliu e, hut also cemhined 

those ’who were conn- cted with the pro- j trial w.th ti.at, of anollier ]>eis(in, who 

was nut even alleged to have, hail any coii- 
ihe^’.liidjes present, wore the Lo.il eerii with two of i!ie offencea of which ho 
Jrsnn' Cu uk, Lord Pumiliy, Lord was uccuseil. On the nicvits of the case, he 
MxAnowBAN*, and Lord MACifcNziE. o»'}' i 
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aIIocious murders. 


and he rested \\U defence on a denial of the I 
facl.s ^^e.t fortli in the inilictinent. I 

H(dt‘n MM)()U|>ul made a similar defence. | 
]Mr. r. llonF iiTsoN, in support of the de- : 
fence, made u most eloquent address to tire 
Court, un tlie evil of comprising so many 
otlVnces in one indictment. Such an accu- 
mulation of cliarges was not consistent 
either with the practice or the principles 
of law. 'I’he, three oflcuces were totally 
separate and distinct ; they did not appear 
to have all formed a part of one foul and ne- 
farious IransuctiuD, but they were com- 
mitted at difl'eient times and at diflVreut 
places, and might have been done fur differ- 
ent ends — for private revenge, or for rob-j 
hti y. The crime of murder incurred the 
higliest [mnishuieut of the law, and the dan- ' 
per to which the prisoner was exposed in 
this junction of cases, even of having preju- 
dice e.xcited against him in the minds of the 
.•ury,who could not separate the evidence 
applicable, to one, from the evidence appli- 
cable to another, and who could not fail, not- 
wiihstamling all the precautions that could 
he adojited, to borrow evidence from one 
action, III order to convict upon another. 

'I he case of the other prisoner was even 
wor.se. She wa.s brought to trial on a 
charge ofmurder, which was comlnned with: 
two other cliargea, with which slie was not' 
alleged to have had the, slightest connexion.! 

The i.oiu)- A i»vo(, ATF. said, he had pieced 
the woman in the same indictment with 
Burke, in order tliat site might derive ad- 
vantage from it. If he had tried the other 
prisoner lirst, tlie whole of the evidence ad- 
duced on that trial, would have been pub- 
lished ami universally read, and her case, 
therefore, would not have b<?en heard by the 
Jury in an unj'rejudicod state. He thought ^ 
he was hound, in fairness to her, to include j 
lier in iluit indictment. He -would consent, 
since her advisers thought it beneJliiul to' 
her, to delay putting licr on Jier trial at pre - 1 
sent. He, however, exjires.sed his deler- 
iviinalion to jiroceed against Burke upon the 
indictment for the three offences. Thej 
lm^rder^ were all committed within the lust 
si.x months. 1 hey were all done in the! 
same pime, and ilu-y were ail charged as' 
being tloiie with the same intent, 

I'lie l)i AN (IV rArt'i.TY enforced the ar- 
guments ol Mr, Uulie.tson. and jiointed out 
the gieat prejudico liial would act me to tlie 
jirisiitier from crowding into one indicimeni 
tlirc'e separate acts of murder. 

.AfUir a shoit con.'^ultatioii, the .Iiidgesde- 
liverc<l their opniiou.s !>0'Uitini, to tlie I'lVect, 
t!i:it the public pros.'cutor should .select out 
of the three acts oi murder, the one on which 
he should go to tiial ; and wiili this uadcr- 
standing, tlrat, if he failed in the first charge, 
the }iri.soner was nut to coiujilaiu that he 
was again tried uuder uiiolher. 


The Lord- Advocate said he should pro 
ceed upon the last charge, and therefore the 
woman must be detained, and put upon hef 
trial with the man. 

The prisoners were then called upon to 
plead, and they said they were “ not guilty.” 

The first witness proved the accuracy of 
the plan of the house at PorUburgh, where 
Burke resided. 

Mary Stewart proved having seen Madgy, 
or Margery Campbell, at Kdiiiburgb, in Oc- 
tober, and she s|^d she came from Glasgow 
to look after iier son ; she afterwards saw 
her dead body at the police-office ; she was 
between 40 and .iO years old. 

CharUi ArLeaii gave similar testimony. 

A'oWe, shopman to Mr. Ryraer, of 
Porisburgh, said that, on the ;>lst of Octo- 
ber, a woman, similar in appearance to 
Margery^ Campbell, and wlio said her name 
was Docherfv, came to the shop asking 
charitv ; Burke was in the shop, and, hear- 
ing her unrne, he said she w^as some relation 
(of his mother’s, and he took the -woman 
i away with him, saying he would give her 
[breakfast. On the next day Burke ]mr- 
I chased some groceries, and an old tea- box, 

I at the shop. Witness added, that he had 
seen a man named Hare in company with 
Burke, and Hare’s wife called for the tea- 
box. 

Jim Black, or Connawau, who lived in 
Western Portsburgh, said that Burke and 
|M*Dougal resided in the same house as 
! herself. On the .Slst of Ociobor she saw 
I Burke enter his bouse, with a woman fol- 
: lowing him ; in the afternoon she went into 
Burke’s apartments, and saw the same wo- 
man sitting by the fire, supping porridge 
j and milk ; she had scarcely any clothes on, 
and they said thev had been wushing ; 
M'Dougal said th-.n she was a Highland 
woman, a friend of her husband’s ; some, 
time after dark the woman ajnieared very 
intoxicated ; Mr. and Mr.s. Hare came in 
with a bottle of spirits before supjier, and 
Huro insisted on drinking ; they all lasted, 
and were merry ; and Hare, Camphell, and 
M’Dougal danced, between 10 and It 
o’clock Burke came home, and a disturb- 
ance soon afterwards took place, as if Burke 
and Haie wei** fighting. In the morning 
vvitness asked M'Dougul what had become 
of the old woman, and she replied, that 
^ Burke and her hud been Uk> friendly toge- 
ther, and she had kicked her out of the 
'(house; adding, at the same time. “ Did 
'you in‘t iiear it !” .She saw a Inindle cf 
straw al the bottom of the bed ; it had huii 
there must of tlie siimmei’, luit it ajipcared 
i to have been recently lunu'd. 

I Janet I.a);rk, or Laic, Avho lived in the 
isame \uiss-age with the fonuer witnt'ss, cor* 
jrohoraled her statement. 

Hugh Olsten, v\lio lived in ilio same house 
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With Bum, heaTQ uuowe on the night of'iwitiieBB and Jones, for when he came out 
Slat of October, and a woman cahed outlhe found them at the end of Newington. 


“ murder he aiso heard a noise of two 1 
men, as if 'wiangiing and struggling, and the | 
woman crying “ murder 1” That continued 
for about a minute, and then be heard a cry, 
as if a person bad been strangled ; he beard 
no noise of struggling ; he was often alarmed 
by cries, and was afraid of fire, but never 
thought of murder; he returned a second 
time, and heard the sound of the men’s 
voices, who were speakin^ in a lower tone, 
and the woman had ceased crying ; he then 
went into his own residence. 

David Patemn, keeper of the museum 
belonging to Dr. Knox. — Knows the pri- 
soner by sight. Witness went home on the 
3l8t of October, about twelve o’clock, and 
found llurke knocking at the door. He 
said to witness that he wished to see him 
at his house, and he accordingly went there 
with him. He found in it two men, includ- 
ing Burke. There might be more, but he 
did not recollect. 'Ihere were also tw-o 
women. After he went in, Burke said he 
had procured something for the doctor, and 
pointed to the head of a bed, where some 
straw was lying. The observation was made 
in an under voice, bat not in a whisper. 
No observation was made by any of the 
other persons. Notihng was shown to wit- 
ness ; but be understood, wdien Burke said 
he had procured something for the doctor, 
that he alluded to a dead body. His words 
were, he bad procured something, or there 
was something for the doctor, and he used 
tlie expression “ to-inorrow'.’' There was 
a sufficiency of straw in the corner to have 
concealed a dead body. J\l‘ Dougal was one 
of the females. Witness sent his sister 
about nine next morning for Burke. (Wit- 
ness was here shown Hare and his wife, 
whom he identified as the other persons 
that were in the house along with Burke, 
on the olst of October.) Burke came next 
morning about nine, and witness said, if he 
had any thing to give Dr. Knox, to take it 
to him, and settle with himself. He meant . 
a .subject to dispose of; and Burke went 
away. He saw him again, in one of Dr. 
Knox’s rooms, in Surgeon's-scjuare, along 
with Hare, Mr. Jones, Dr. Knox’s assistant, 
and the Doctor. Heard either Burke or 
Hare say they had a dead body, or subject, 
which they were to bring at night, and wit- 
ness was instructed hy Dr. Knox to receive 
any package which they might bring. W it- 
ness and Mr. Jones were in the way about 
seven o’clock, when Burke, Hare, and a 
porter, named M'Cullocli. came with an old 
tea-chest. It was put into a cellar, the 
door locked, and Mr. Jones went to Dr. 
Knox’s house and informed him the men 
bad brought what was expected. The men 
and the porter followed, or bad preceded 


Dr. Knox gave wilnesB .M., which, to pre- 
vent disputes, he was to divide; and having 
I gone to n bouse and obtained change, lie 
laid the money on a table, and each took 
his share, leaving the sum to the porter that 
had been bargained for. I'ive pounds was 
not the whole price understood to be })aid ; 
the balance was to be paid on Monday, wdien 
Dr. Knox saw wliat had been brought. 'J'he 
price he believed generally was to be y/., 
but *no bargain was made. On the Sunday 
morning, Lieutenant Patterson, of the po- 
lice, and Serjeant-Major Kisber, called on 
him, and be went with them; opened the 
door of the cellar, and gave the |>ackage to 
them, wlii(;h had been left the night before. 
It was given up in the same state in which 
it hud been left the night before. The 
package was fastened with ropes. He as- 
sisted in opening the box, which was found 
to contain the body of an elderly female, 
who did not appear to have been interred. 
The extreiuitie.s were doubled up on the 
chest and thorax. Tin* head was pre.ssed 
down as if for want of room. At tlie veijuest 
of the Lieutenant of Police, he examiru d 
the body externally, stretched on a table. 
The face was very livid, and blood flowing 
from the mouth. In his opinion the ap- 
jMJarance of the couutenauce indicated stran- 
gnlatiuit, or suffocation, hy being overlaid, 
He found other (xternal marks upon the 
body that would be suiipo.seil to cause 
death ; he was not present at tlu' dis.sectioii 
of the body ; the eyes were not started, nor 
did the tongue hang out ; the head wars a 
good deal pressed down for want of room ; 
observed no mark about the throat ; the, 
lips and nose were dark-coloured, mid a lit- 
tle tainted with blood. 

By the Dean of pAnui.TY. — His reasons 
for saying death bad been caused by suffo- 
cation was, that the blood, in a strangled 
or suffocated person, rises in the head, and 
gives the face a livid appearance. He had 
seen the man Hare before, and knew that 
Dr. Knox had dealings with him for the. 
procuring of dead bodies ; he also had had 
dealings with Burke ; tliey seemed to act 
jointly ; had seen both assume the princi- 
pal part; they frequently brought subjects 
to the lecture -rooms ; had beard of a class 
of persons who provided bodies which never 
had btM-n intern-d ; bad known of young 
men attending poor patients who did give 
infarmation of that fact to Dr. Knox, who 
handed over the direction to such persons 
to endeavour to make a purcha.se ; in one 
instance a note was given to liimself, and 
; he handed it to these men, but the purchase 
was not. then made. 

James Gray and hislPi/e were next examined. 
—They said they were acquainted with the 
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prisoners) and had lodged about fire nightslgal. The old woman was waahiDg her short 
in their house. They recollected the old (gown ; it was white and red striped, 
woman coming there on the night of the/ (Identified the bed-gown.) Witness re- 
sist of October; and on the following/ mained in the house about five minutes, and 
morning M'Dougal said she had been ira- then went home; was in Connaway’s be- 


juident, and they had turned lier out of 
door.s. 'I'liey, liowevcr, suspected tliat all 
was not ri^ht, and when Burke and M‘Dou- 
gal left tlie room they examined the straw, 
and found the body under it ; there was 
blood on the face and about the mouth. 
I’hey immediately took up ibeir small bun- 
dies, and were quitting the house, when 
they met Mrs. Burke, to whom they men- 
tioned what, they hud seen. She told them 
to hold their tongues, and site woidd give 
them iis. or os., and it might be worth 10/. 
per week. Gray replied, “ God forbid 
tliey should make money by dead people,” 
and immediately gave information to the 
police. 

John M'Cnllock proved having been em- 
ployed by Burke to convey the body from 
his residence to Dr. Knox’s house. It was 
taken out from among the straw, tied in a 
slieet, and put into the box. They liad 
great difficulty in getting the body into the 
box ; they had to rack it to get it forced 
down. When he arrived at Surgeon-square 
with liis load, he was joined by Burke and 
I\I‘.Dougal, and Hare and his wife. 

The police officer.s proved having appre- 
hended the prisoners, and finding the dead 
body at Dr. Knox’s house. 

Have was next examined. — Me 
wa.s cautioned by Lord Meadowhank to speak 
truth. He said he understood lie was called 
only as a witness in the case of the woman 
(.'ani))bell (he empliaticully said, “ the old 
woman.”) Having been sworn in the com- 
mon form, lie said he was a native of Ire- 
land, and liad resided in this country about 
ten years. He was asked if he w’ere a 
Catholic '! He answered, he was. He was 
then asked if he w'ished to he sworn in any 
way t He said, he did not know ; he never 
had taken an oath before, and the form was 
all one, he supposed. 

’file examination proceeded.— He had 
been acquainterl with Burke about a twelve- 
month; M'.Dougal lived with Burke, then, 
03 his wife ; witnes.s lived in the \Vesl|>ort, 
not fur I'rom Burke ; was in a public -house 
in the Westjiort on the forenoon of the .'list 
of October, when they had a gill ; he asked 
witness to go down to his house, to seej 
the shot he had got to take to the doc- 
tor’s ; he said he had taken an old woman 
off the street, and wi.slied witnes.s to go and 
see her, and see what they were doing ; 
understood by the word shot, that he was 
going to murder the woman. He went to 
Burke’s house, and found there was a 
strange man and woman, (iheir name was 
Gray,) the old woman, and Helen jM‘Dou- 


tween eight and nine o’clock on Hallowe’en 
night. There were Coiiiiaway and his 
wife, William Burke, and John Brnggan, 
and another lad whom he did not know, the 
old woman, Helen M‘Dougal, and witness’s 
wife. They had some drink there. Burke, 
Broggan, and tlie kid, went out ; hut witness 
remained later, and went into Burke's, 
leaving the old woman in Cormaway'a ; was 
not long there till Burke himself, and the 
old woman, came in. };?he was so much the 
worse of drink as Iiardly to be able to keep 
her feet. There was some dancing in Con- 
naway’s. At this time he did not think 
that any liarm was to happen to the old 
woman that night. When in Burke’s, some 
words took place between him and witness, 
and blows ensued. He asked what had 
brought him there, and he replied he had 
been invited by M'Dougnl, While they 
were struggling, the old woman ran twice 
into the passage, and called out either 
“ murder,” or “ police,” Helen M'Dougal 
brought her hack both times. While wit- 
ness and Burke were struggling, he (Hare) 
pmshed her over a stool ; slie got uji so as to 
rest upon her elbow, bat was so drunk as 
not to be able to regain her feet ; slie was 
always calling on Burke, to quit fighting, 
and he did so : having stood for some 
minutes on the floor, Burke stood stride 
legs over her, and laid himself down above 
her — his breast being on her head ; she 
gave a cry, and tiieu moaned a little ; he 
put one hand upon her nose and mouth, 
and the other under her chin, and stopped 
her breathing; this was continued for ten 
or fifteen minutes ; he never spoke while 
this was going on ; after he had risen from 
above her, he put his arm upon her mouth 
for some minutes ; she appeared quite dead ; 
witness was sitting all the while on a chair ; 
he stripped the body of the clothes, put it 
into H corner, doubling it up, and covering 
it with straw ; witness’s wife and M‘Dougai, 
when they heard the first screech of the old 
woman, ran into the jiassage, and did not 
come in again until the body was covered 
with straw ; before this they were lying in 
the bed, and witness sat at the head of the 
bed ; did not observe blood on the floor, or 
on the woman’s face, at the^ time ; did no^ 
observe tho women, in the passage, cry ; 
but nohody came to the door during tho 
lime. Burke had not been above the 
woman a minute or two, when the women 
.started out of bed, and ran to the door; 
none of them atieinpted to save or assist the 
old woman, and such could not have, hap- 
pened without his seeing it; saw them 



m Mimms.AT edinuurgh. 

come again, and Burke go out, when he was than that of tlie old woman, hut hod seen it 
absent a few minutes ; the women asked no done ; had never been concerned in raising 
questions, and he made no remark; the dead bodies. He was warned not to answer 
women went to their beds again; neither questions that might criminate him. Was 
asked for the woman Oocherty; when asked how often he had seen them doing it ! 
Burke returned, he brouglit the J)octor’s Declined answering the question. Was this 
man with him — a person who lived a little of the old woman the only one in which he 
down the West Port. Burke wished the »vas concerned ? ]>eclined to answer. Was 
doctor’s wna to look at the body, but he I murder committed in liia house lastOcto- 
said it would do well enough— -to ];et a box. I her? Declined answering the question. 
find put it into it; the women were in the 1 1 ndersfood that tlie use of the term nhot, 
bed while the man was ; the house, but he was used by Murk<‘ ns ineariing a person for 
could not tell whether they were awake or /a subject, in order (o murder them ; heard 
not; witness fell asleep himself; he was him use it when he did not mean to mur* 
rather the worse of liquor, but he knew well der. hut nndersfooil that to he his meaning 
enough what he was about ; he awoke ahout i at tin- lime ; said so to him in the toren-ton ; 
seven o'clock in the morning; he fouml ; was <:aticing in I'ontiaway’s ; the old woman 
hitnself on a chair, with his liead on tin- j " as tin te, hut, at that time, had no notion 
bed; the women were in the bed, and a lad that there was Ui be mischief that niglit, 
named joiin lintggan, who was iung he- • from l>i;rke's wortia. Tirnl enteruaned tiitf 
yond his aunt ; lint ke was at the fire-side ; lopiui.-in that tlieie would hr mist hii f, when 
lie and his wife got up and went home, he saw Burke sluiuling over the old wotnuii. 
when ihev found Crray and his wife there; 1 hs y had quiirrelled, and tiicrefore had uo 
Burke called witness into Kvnier's .shop, thou/ht till he saw Burke in that silualiun ; 
and wished }i:m to go with him to Jiurgeon j saw liie body of the old woman in the 
Square, whicii witness agreed to do, after , poll e-office . lie then said he had never 
lie fed tlie swine; tiie\ went to Surgeoji’s ! St’en the hodv of the old woman before, and 
Square, where Buike inquired for a box, i denied llntt [je had seen tiic woman alive , 
but they did not get one ; lo' said, he be-lil wu:» on tije >un.i:iv whtui lie saw it, and 
spoke one from Mr. Kvnn r’s shop-bov ; t^t'tded it then. Have you lind several irnns- 
ihis box wa.s hrou.bt into the passage *bv | ncUons with Dr. K!u>.v, or lus assistant! 
the porter, (.M‘(’uliofh, but tiiere was no- 1 Declined to amswer the question. Jiurku 
bodv ia the house' when they w’en! tn ; tlievi had received infuiev Jrom Dr. Knox, hut 
took, the box in, and waited at tim back ! witness never did, nor fiom any ol lu.s 
door till Burke raine, who h'did, *• You are a'^istants. Burke rcreived .>!. fur the body 
worth litlle liial have not pul it into the f-'orn Dr. Knox, and they were to receive 
box ;” Witueas ussisted to put the bf.dv into more on Monday ; Dr. Khok h man said 
Ove box ; ibe porter presM'd it down, ami : they were to get M. more ; thinks it wa.s 
observing some cd ibe. buir over the. side, ofllhirke who \e.ud the porter, but is not. sum 
the box, pnt it down inside, say'ing, it was! whetlier it was Burke, or Mr. Buterson ; 
“ abad tbin'T to ba\e it bam;;ino out.” The t Burke, threw two notes across tlie table 
box was toped, and the porter instructed to 1 along with the change; is certain that Mr. 
carry it to Surgeons’ Square ; witness and 1 Batenson did nut pay the money to liim, 
liurke accompanied him, and met the ' though he folded up tlie tw'o notes and di- 
women in the High School Yards; could vided the silver; had never any quarrels 
not say whether Burke, or the porter, went witli Burke about the ])ayments, nor no 
in first ; witness acconi|iaiiieii them ; the quarrel with him about money matters, 
body was put into a cellar, and witness and VVitnes.s puslied the woman over a stool, 
Burke proceeded to Dr. Knox’s, lit Newiag- and she tvas .so drunk sliecoiiklnotri.se; 
ton, but (lid not go into his house. Mr. before that, she hud gone to the door, and 
Paterson, who was tn pay the money, took ^called “ police!” when Burke got on the 
thm into a public- house, where he got old woman .she gave a siiriek, which could 
cliimge, and paid the jiortcr hs., Jlurke ' he heard some short distance ; at that time 
2l.7s.(it]., and witr)e.s.s 2/. f.s. dr/. ; under- did not hear any one call fir the police; 
stood that .■>/. more wa.s to he paid on Mon- Burke and he were lighting hclhre the wo- 
diiv. Saw the women both in going to and nian .shrieked ; Brogt;,:iii and the two women 
returning from iVewin;,'toM, hut ncilhcr of were in ihr; bed ; Ik' was .Mtliiig lit the side 
tiicm went into the nuhiic-iiou.se. of the hed, and Burke wa.s at the iire ; 

fiiiiiks tliat it V. as ti-u uiiiiuU*.-. hvfure liurke 
(Tos.s-exaniined by Mr. f’ocKBritN.— had mnrdeted the old wnmati ; neverat- 
Ilad been a hoatiiiiin on the canal ; had also tei.'iptf d to prevent him, hut remained iu 
In i a horse and ( art, and .stild fisli ; luu! the h-utsi* all the time ; sat hy, and looked 
been concerned in liirni.s!iiijg nuniicai lee- at the transuetioii ; did not go ne.xt day to 
tnrers with fculijert.s ; was never concerned llu* prdicc, and infurm them of it ; but, 
in carrying any other bodies to snrgeonN’ whfu exainiucd by the police, he denied ull 
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knowledgp of it, [Hare femoved, in the band, as she was afraid they would fall 
custody of the police, to the Outer-hou.se.J n-fighting^, and went with them to Awwiug- 
La/Vd, wife of Hare. LordlMea- ton, und afterwards came in along with 
dowhauk in'orined the witness that, what- M‘Doiigal; did not make any answer to 
ever share she might have in the murder of M'Dougal when she spoke of the shot, and 
Mrs. Camjibell, she w’onld not be called does not recollect talking witli her about 
upon, or brought to trouble, for such share the body when going to Newington; when 
of it, if sl»e spoke the tivitb. — RemomberB in the passage, she and M‘l3ougaV Avete 
last Ilallowe’tMi night, when two persons, speaking about the woman, but does not re- 
Gray and bis wife, slept in witness’s house ; collect the words; thinks it was, that it 
they came from Uurke’s, who asked that she I might be the case with them two — that 
should give them a be<l ; tliis was in the j they might be murd^ed ; did not alarm the 
course of the day ; thinks it w’us diiy-light at i neighbours, as she bad left her house three 
the lime ; went out that niglu, about nine , times before, as she had not been living a 
o clock, to Seek her husband ; found him iu ■ contented life, und she could not inform 
( onnaway’a ; Gonnaway and his wife, and ’ against her husband, as it.was tiot natural to 
Hurke uinl liis w'lte, were there ; liiid spirits; do sd. 

there; hsw an old woman in Burke's; slop-! By the Corni. — The old woman onU' 
ped till iier hu.shaud rose, und she asked him went to the door of the room, and thinks she 
to go home, hut he said he would come soon ; got n push when she fell d iw’u, and imme- 
they went to Burke’s liouse, where there diately after that, Burke fell u[)Ou her, and 
Was a ijuarrel between her husband and saw' him lying either upon her mouth or on 
Burke, and they foil u-fig!iting ; liie uld , her breast. Did not hear the old woman cry 
Woman tailed out murder, when she got a or scream, atul went away, as witness was 
pu.sli, and she fell ; saw Burke g« l upon the nfraid to see her murdered. Did not expect 
old wiirnati s Irreuat, when iM'Dougal and liiul niglit tiiat the old woman was to be 
she ran out to the pas^uge, and remain<-tl murdered. 

there some time ; she did not cry out, for ' By the Dka\ of I' um i.tv.— C ould not 
site was powerle.ss ; thinks tt was a ipiarter : say whether it was Hare or Burke who 
Of an liour till she came hack to the house : pushed the old woman. The door at the 
did not s(.,- the uhi woman, nor did she in- ■ outer end of the passage latches, but does 
'|«ire, as slie had a suspicion that she had 'not know wliether it is from the outside, 
hern murdered; M’Doigal did not ask any ■ Did not hear any hvidy knock on the door 
tjue.stMn at the time Burke lay dow'ii on ! wlien she was in the passage, nor when thera 
idle old womiiii . will 'iH Hanks she W'us did slie liear the old woman erv or inako 
sliiiuiing near the door ; Butke had not lain any noise. Hud not power to go' out of the 
tnaiiy minutes on the old wumiui, when wit- , passage, iind liiat was the reason she re- 
liess run out; does nut rfcoKecl where maineo'. Did not say anv thing when she 
M‘DougnI was fOandnjg at that lime ; was /eanie back to the hoii.se. ' Siiw'both Jiurke 
alarmed at the sight ; did n-it see Burke do ' and iiare there. Went to bed in a short 
uny thing else hut lying either on the mouth j time a/tenrards, but did not sleep for some 
or breast of the (dd w oman ; had some sus- j lime. Brog^gan came in, and they hud some 
picion of w'liat Burke wa.s about, as she had j liquor. Rose out of bed when /hiterson went 
seen some tru ks of the same kind done ; iu I out, and did not again g-o to bed ; Al'Dongai 
the course of the afternoon JM'Dougal came wa.s not in bed ; she (witness) and J>rogg-ari 
and said to wdtne.s.s there was u shot iu the lay down on the floor; Burke and Hare fell 
house ; she did not say what she lueiml by a- lighting soon afterwards; never saw the 
a shot, hut she said that her husband had old w'oiiiun rise after she fell ; does not know 
fetched her from a shop; IM'Dougal told how' long they were in Connaway’s, as she 
her at the same time she used tlie term s/mt, i has a very hud memoiy. 
that it was a woinuti ; slie did not say ex-! I'wo medicid gentWmen were then exa- 
pressly they were to murder the woman, ’ mined, and they thouglil ;t prohahW that the 
but witness underslood that to he her mean- woman had died vv violent death by suftoca- 
iug, as she heard such a meauiug u-,ed to tion. 

the term helore ; Burke had given the wo- The declarations which were emitted were 
man drink before, but he did not press' then read. Burke described himself as a 
li‘luor upon her; slie seemed rather the nulive of Ireland; that he has been ten 
worse of li<|ui.r; stopp^-d iu Burke's tiii.year.s iu Kdiulnirgh ; is a .shoemaker; ami 
bolweeu four mid five o'clock in fin* morii- j lived with Klizaheth .M‘ Donga', hut was not 
ing ; euw Mr. I’uleisnti com.- in sliorily | ui.uried to her. He jneiemled to account 
after the woman w as miitdere.i ; d d u u i for the dead body being in li;s lo use, by 
know w'her<‘ the body was pat ; saw the box saung it was liroiiglit t!u le by a poru r. 
in which file body wa.s placed; got it Hem; Hie .1 ury retired at half- past eight, and 
Kynier’h ; understood where the body was ' after having been eiielos.-d fur .>() niinute.s, 
to be eeati followed Burke and her bus- 1 icturacd u verdict, liuding William Burke 
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Guilty of the charge, and in regard to Helen nesa with wliich he had treated her. He 
M'Dougal, found the libel A’o/: Proven. thus contrives so fur to achieve his object, 
The Loud-Aovoca I K having moved for that she seems to have opened her aflection 
the sentence of the Court, and confidence to him — looked to him 

Lord Meadow HANK said, after a trial of for proletlion— she felt he had dealt kindly 
tnu’xamjded length, — protracted to nearly with her — slie reiused to enter the house 
*jf4 hou^s, — a trial iu wdiicli the minds of I until he entered witli her. She did enter 
your Lordships have been excited to the ui- ! with him. A struggle, or pretended striig- 
tennost, it would be improper in me to de* i gle, ensued ; and when 1 recollect that the 
tain the Court with commenting on the cir- j moment she fell, tliul struggle ended, I can- 
cnmstances of this most atrocious case ; and ' not rationally entertain a doubt tliat it was 
I leel that it is quite imr>ossible for any one I feigned, and got up for tlie purjmse ofen- 
w);o has attended to the. proceedings on j trapping her, and llirowing her otVlier guard, 
this trial, to think that we have any thing j Wliut did the individual to whom she looked 
left to do but to go through with the dis- ; for protection now' do ? SIk; is llirown 
tressing duty widcli has now ‘fallen to your idowii, and he, with the ferocity of a demon, 
Lordships to perform. But it is impo.ssible, i instantly throws liimself upon her, and ex- 
in considering tlie whole circumstances of tinguislies life in a few moments. 1 do not 
this distressing case, not to advert to that | state this with any vievr whatever of exclt- 
most extraordinary, that most unexampled, ; iug the feelings, or aggravating indignation 
and that most atrocious system, which every 1 against the unhappy prisoner; but really 
oue must feel has been developed by the |w'hen such usytteiiH, if crime, in which there 
evidence wlucli has been brought forward, are many actors, is developed iu the midst 
I am sure, and 1 speak in the presence of i of this great metropolis, I cannot resist 
your Lonlships, who can correct me if 1 am (stating tiie impression which it has made 
wrong- - that in the whole history of tlie i upon my' mind, as one of the must mou- 
coumrv— I may .«i!iy in the history of civi* j strous exhibitions of atrocity ever di ■clo.sed 
lized society— nolliing has ever been exhi- ; in the annals of jurisprudence in this or 
bited that is, iu any resjiect, parallel to this ; any other country. Silting as I do iu 
case, .Murders have been coiumiUed before I this place, there is little occasion to ad- 
now; crimes of ail descriptions have uuhap- 1 vert to certain matters that were pointed 
pily been loo common ; but we had flattered tat, and t loqueutly pioinied ut, in tlie c.iurse 
oum-lves that our country was iu a great | of lUe defence. 1 will only observe, that 
measure free from the. sUgina of any greats with matters of science we liave nothmg to 
or heinous atrocity cuminiited within itsldo. \Vn have nothing to do hut to iidiuiiiia- 
Aiounds. I hat there should have been found,! ter Ibe law as handed down to us, and God 
ilierefute, not oue, but many leagued and forbid that the claims of science, or of phi- 
combined together, in order to sacrifice their losophy, or of speculation of any kind, shall 
nnofleiuUng fellow-creatures, for the wretch- prevent us from feeling the horror whicli 
ed purpose of disposing of their bodies, is, sucli oftences are naturaily c.alculaled to ex- 
to the last licgree, linmiliating. The very cite. With respi'ct to the issue, to the 
aniiouMCernent of such a system is suHicient panel, your Lorilsliips are aware that that 
to rais.< i(iea.s of horror, which it would be issue must be death. The liiglie.st law has 
in vain to search for words adequately to said, “ Thou shall not kill— thou shalt do no 
express. U'hen 1 take a view of the other murder;" and the law' of this country .say.s, 
features of thi.s case, it exhibits a picture of that he who corjimil.s murder shall siilii-r 
iuirjuity which tiie gieatesD stretch of ima'- death. The }irisoner must have coiusidered 
g'lnatjon ca.T hardly take in; yet if was so ihul he was committing the high crime of 
dearly brougJit out in proof, that 1 uin sure wurih r. in lii.s breast, us in the breast of 
it tmist carry 0 Ml v'iction to every one who jevr-ry one, rnu.st he implanti'd that fe-.-liiig, 
heiirii the evjdeiice, Jt i.s [»roved that the j that murder was the mostheinous of crinie.s. 
pri.soner, in going up the .street after some of ' There is no doubt limt it is the duty of tlie 
Ids u.-ual avocatnms in the morning, fell in (^ourl to pronounce .sentence on tlie pri* 
wit!i till' poor unprotected old vvoni.in, with soner; and 1 now suggest that lie he de- 
whotii it i.s quite dear i!.at lie was perfectly turned iu the Tolboolh of Ldinhurgii, nnd 
uriJK quaiiitcu before. Sow bi gun hi.s ar- that he sutl'er death On the scuflVdd, on the 
^a! 1 c^•melltM lor ensnaring his vicfiiii. With ‘Jtith ilay of,fuiiuiiry next, and his body bo 
the immediute feeling upon him of the ob- given for dia.seci ion. 

ject wiiuii he iiad in view, he claims kin- Lord Mackln/ik expreiaed hii coQ- 

(Ired with her by a lictitiou.s nunie ; ami by cuirence. 

pretences of kindness, cmleavours to gam TiiE 9 «NTt \r e. 

on her atlecliona. He entices her into his 

own house, and there coniiiuied his fiiend- The Lord .icsiuHCt vHK then addreaa* 
hliip to lier, insomucli that she expressed ed the prisoner nearly as follows VVil- 
grautude to Mrs, Cuunaway for Uie itind- liam Burke, you now iteud coavicted, by 
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the verdict of an intelligent and respectable 
jury, of tlie atrocious murder charged against 
you in the indictment, upon evidence which 
could not leave u douht of your guilt on the 
mind of any one who heard it. 1 .so fully 
concur in the view which has been so elo* 
(|uemly given hy my learned brother of the 
iiulure of the ufleuce, that 1 will not occupy 
the time of the Court with commenting on 
it. A crime more atrocious, a more cold- 
hlooded, deliberate, and systematic prejia* 
ration lor murder, and the motive so jialiry, 
is unotampled in the annals of the couuiry. 
Jt is now my duly to inform you, that if ever 
it was (’lt?ar beyond all possibility of doubt, 
that sentence would, in any case, be carried 
into full execution, this is one of those cases. 
Vou may rest assured that y^ou have no 
other chance ; anti 1 would now solemnly 
warn you to prepare your mind, in the most 
suitable manner, to appear, in a very short 
lime, before tiie throne of Almighty God, 
to answer for this crime, ami tor every 
other with which you stand chargeable in 
your own conscience. 'I'he necessity of 
repressing crimes of this nature precludes 
the jiussibility of mitigating your sentence. 
'Hu; only doubt I have in my mind is, 
whether, to satisfy the violated laws of 
your country, and the voice of public iudig- 
imiion, your body ought nut to be exhibited 
in i liains, to blench in the winds, in order 
to deter otlier.*j from the commission of simi- 
lar otfeiices. Jlut taking into coiKsideratioo 
that the jjuhiic ey'e would ho oii'eiided by 
so dismal a speciiicle, 1 um willing to ac*, 
cede lo a more lenient e.xecution of yoiu 
sentence, and (hat your body .should be pub- 
licly dissected. 1 trust that if it is ever 
customary to preserve skeletons, your skele- 
ton will be jireserved, in order that poste- 
rity may keep in remembrance your atro- 
cious crimo.s. 1 earnestly advise you to 
lose no time in humbling yourself in the 
sight of God, and that you will seek the 
aid of the ministers of religion to whatever 
profession you may belong. Ihe present 
cliurges liaving been fully established 
ligMinst you, It i.s my duty lo inform you, 
that you liave but a few days to live." 

ilns Lordship then pronounced, with due 
aoleuiuily, the seiiteiice of the law, to be 
earned into execnlunv, at llie usual time 
and jdace, on the »'Uih ut January ne.\l. 

I'lie scene was aUngetlier awful and im- 
pressive. I he pi isoncr stood up with uii- 
shaken firmness. Not a muscle of his fea- 
tures was discomposed during tlie seleiun 
address of the Lord Justice Cleik, cuusigii- 
ing liim to his doom. 

After the trial, Unrke and M‘J)aug«l weie 
removed to the Kick-up-liouse, whither Hare 
and Ins wife luid been conveyed alter giving 
their evidence. They were detained there 
till four o'clock yesterday' luorniugi when 


Burke, Hare, and his wife were taken to 
the gaol : JM'Dougal was liberated last 
night, having been only detained in tlie 
lock-up-house for her personal protection. 
We understand that Hare has made some 
disclosures, in which he confesses having 
been concerned in no less than twelve diffe- 
r» nt acts of murder, in some of which he 
was the principal, and in others an ucces- 
so^y^ and that he knew of auotlier, in which, 
however, he wa.s not a jiarty. Burke, pre- 
viiuis to his trial, plated, in conversation to 
those neuir him, that he had made up liis 
mind for the worst, being certain that he 
would be convicted, which may, in some 
measure, account for the apathy and ajipa- 
rent indiftVrence which he luaiutained dur- 
ing the trial, and particularly when the 
awful sentence of the law was pronounced 
upon him. Since his conviction he is appa- 
i renlly penitent, and aeerns resigned to his 
fate. In his religious opinions, we under- 
stand he is a Romau Catholic. 


SUCCESSFUL CASE OF Tit ANSFUSION. 

Dr. BLLsnti.t. on the 7tli instant per- 
formed the operation of tranfusion on a lady 
at Walworth, ussi.stt*d by Mr. royuier (of 
Somerstovvu,) Mr. Davies, and Mr. Lam- 
bert. Tlie circumstances of the case were 
briefly ns follow ; — The patient, a delicate 
woman, years of age, the motiier of two 
childivD, was taken in labour on the morn- 
ing of the 7tli ; Mr. Poynter hud been en- 
gaged to attend her, but it was found ne- 
cess.ary, before the arrival of this gentleman, 
to call in Mr. Davies. '1 here was nothing 
remarkable in the labour; the child jiresent- 
ed naturally, the placenta came away entire 
in the course of a few minutes, and the pa- 
tient remained for about an hour and a half, 
to use her own expression, “ tjuiie coiu- 
tortableJ* An alarming stale of coWapse 
I somewhat suddenly ensued, and it was 
fuimd that considerable breinorThage had 
taken place from the uterus ; pressure >n as 
made on the abdomen ; ice was introduced 
into the vagina, and various means em- 
ployed. A 0 further discharge ot hlood took 
place, but the patient was iu an extreme 
state of prosiralion, blanched, nud perfectly 
bioodiess in appearance; the pulse nJt 
higher (him It^O, hut Romelimes almost im- 
perceptible. .Siiuiuliints fbrmuly and port 
wiue) were freely given, but with no marked 
benelit. In this sUie of atluirs, Dr. Blundell 
arrived, and determined on transfusion, ob- 
serving, that although tliere were some 
symptoms absent, which were necessarv to 
make the case one of an extreme kind, 
uauely, a greater rapidity of pulse, and 



4SJ 


SECALE CORi;UTUM.-GLASCOW INFlRMARV. 


restlessness; and although there was a 
ywjsiWifVv of the patient recoveriugf, as the 
haiinorrhage was restrained, yet looking to 
the exliaiisted state of the patient, and the 
slight temporary benefit that had accrued 
from the use of stimulants, he thought the 
balance was against her, and that it was de- 
sirable to give the pabulum vilse, — blmi. 
About eight ounces, procured from the arm 
of Mr. l)avies, were iujected at dillVrent 
times — the whole operation occupying up- 
wards of three hours. It was not until the 
whole quantity had been thrown in, that 
there was any decided amendment in the 
condition of the patient ; she then rallied, 
and became in every respect better. Her 
coutalesceuce has been gradual, and at this 
lime, eleven days after dt livt-ry, she is do- 
ing well. Tiie lochial discharge has re- 
turned within the last three days, and she 
says tiiat she feeds stronger ami better than 
in the same lapse of time, after her two pre- 
vious labours. There has been some tume- 
faction, and likewise pain of the arm, in 
which the transfusion was made ; but these 
have subsided. It is worthy of notice, that 
the patient expresses herself very strongly 
on the benefits resulting from the injection 
of tire blood ; her observations are equiva- 
lent to this— that she felt as if U/e were in- 
fused into her body. 


SEC A I. E C OllNETl'M, 


u very slight pain only ; hut, after the third, 
the uterus acted most powerfully, expelling 
Q (juantify of coagiila, together with the 
after-birth. The patient reiuaiued in a very 
weak slate, but soon recovered, and, in 
most expressive hinguage, extolled tiiis in- 
valuable medicine. 

The pains, she observed, were of a 
severer kind, and gave considerably more 
torture than any exj)eiieiK‘ed during previ- 
ous confinements. This, probably, might 
be owing to the revival of the action of ihe 
uterus so soon after delivery, whicli always 
produces some soreness of that organ, and 
also to the presence of a substance, which 
though formerly natural, had become foreign 
to the cavity'. 

It has been said that the ergot becomes 
inert by keeping ; that used in this in- 
stance was above twelve months old, and it 
certainly jmssessed all its virtues. That it 
varies m quality, seems much more ])lau* 
sibie. 

Dec. 6, 18«S. M. 


(iLASUOW INFinMARY. 


To the Editor of Tilt Lancet. 

Sin, — Tlie following case, the treatment 
of which, though some may be induced to 
censure, I consider maybe useful to the pro- 
fession at large, I submit to your disposal. 

A lady, m the sixth month of pregnancy, 
after some premonitory symptoms, which 
had then vanished, was suddenly seized 
witii labour, and as her medical atUndunt 
resided at some disliiuce, a neighbouring 
praciitioner was called in. The fa;tu» was 
quickly born ; but, unluckily, in altempting 
the;, extraction of the plact'iila, which ad- 
hered very firmly, tlie umbilical eord was 
hrifkeii near, if not at its placental extremity . 
After S!ime time the pains left, and tlie 
Doctor also ; one, two, three, and even five 
days jiassed, yet stiil the placenta was re- 
tained, and was evidenily u source of con- 
aidenible ii ritation. It was ab^olnlely n" 
Cessary that something bliouhi he done ; 
and having In-ard of the extr.ioruiir.iry 
effects oJTiie s< cah* cotuuiiim on the ulenis. 
it was deteniiined to give it a taal. Ac- 
cordingly, lour scruples were huilul. in four 
ounces of water, down to two, and ball an 
cunct given every half hour, unlil some 
effect was produced, 'i'wo doses occasioned 


To the Editor of I’liE Lancft. 

Sir,— V ou most undoubtedly know, lliut 
the intent of the jiresence of medical stu- 
dents at surgical operations, performed in 
public hospitals is, that they may ice the 
various steps of various operations; bat 
really, when 1 relleci upon my attendance iu 
ihctiieaUe of the Glasgow Koval Infirniarv, 
in nine cases out often, 1 saw the patient 
only brought in and taken out : during iho 
perforroarn e. of the riperatiou 1 (ookrd, hut, 
111 faith, I could ACC notiling. I hi.s entirely’ 
nrise.s from the |iresfi!eo of a multitude of 
unnecesRiiry' speclutons imniiMiiat. ly sur- 
rounding tlie patient, i could partii ularize 
one man, u branch of the medicnl depurtm- nt 
of said hospital, wlio geoeiully uiiiki s il a 
1 point to stand directly betwa en the students 
land patient, (believing, no doubt, that lie is 
j as transparent as the joiggh's lie looks 
I through,) to the no hinid! annoyance ofsiKh 
jus may attend for jtraclic.il inforniiition. 
j .\(>w, 1 consider that, for the henelil of 
I all roiMv-riMo!, socli a practice ought, luo-t 
jdecidei'.lv, to be anoiinhited, and that no 
j pr-rson should be allowed to stand hurd hy 
(the patu-iil, excepting ll O' e who an- actu- 
! ally indi.speu' uble I » the pel lormatu e oi the 
jojieiafion. .Nothing !-iit the corudderation 
I that the above- iiK-niioned practice is a 
; “ triinlfti.i in^iateACtui," induces me to re- 
j(|i;e.-t iliat it may be m ule public lliiuiigh 
the UK dium of your .lournai. 

1 urn, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Alex. MAricit. 

Glasgow, HHli Dec., 1828 . 
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THE LANCET. 

London i Saturday , January 3, 1829. 

We approach with horror the subject 
which has lately occupied the High Court 
of Justiciary at Edinburgh. It was most 
truly said, by Lord Meadow bank, that in 
the history of civilised society there was 
fttething parallel in atrocity to the crime of 
which one of the w’retclies, wlio has traf- 
fick(?d iu the bodies of his murdered victims, 
has just been found guilty. Tlie crime, or 
rather series of crimes, which the late trial 
has brought to light, indicates, no doubt, 
the existence of a state of deep-rooted moral 
disease among the lower orders of the popu- 
lation in Ihliiiburgh ; but we shall not oc- 
cupy the time of our readers by speculat- 
ing on the dreadful tratiic, wbicli has been 
carried ou iu the Scottish capital, as a 
Kvinjitom of moral disease. What we shall 
mainly insist upon is il;e necessity of put- 
ting uu end, at once, to this horrid trade 
between llie muiderer and tlie anatomist. 
'I'be perpetration of such crimes is a stain 
upon human nature, but the repetition of 
them may be eflectually prevented. It is 
fearful and humiliating to reflect on the 
enormities of wiiich wretches wearing tiie 
liuiuau form are capable ; but the murder of 
men fur the sake of obtaining ibe price of 
their liriid bodies, is :i crime whicli the 
(iovenino'nt may at once prevent. The 
It inedy is in the haud.s of the Government, 
and tliut iviiiedv it is the bouiuh n duty o.' 
the Governnunt to nuply. The crime may 
not he confined to S.otlaud. JMurderers, 
like lJurke, may be, and probably are, at 
our owm doors. ^Vhile the temptation tu 
commit the crime is snlfeivd to remain, no 
man cun say, with certainty, that it may nor 
be bis own fuie, or llu* fate of bia children, 
or kindred, to be marked out as vie lima for 
tlie dissecting table, and to jjerisU beueatb 
the poignard, or tho gripe of ati asdussin, 
No. ^79. 


eager to receive the price of his victim’s 
corpse from the hands of the anattlfmist. 
Our first proposition, therefore, is, tlmt it 
is the bounden duty of the Executive Go- 
vernment to see that all the dissecting 

ROOMS IN THE KINGDOM BE FORTHW'ITII 
CLOSED. 

The immediate closure of all dissecting- 
rooms i.s the onlygpeasure which will effec- 
tually prevent the repetition of the crime, 
by removing all temptation to the perpetra- 
tion of it. The injury .to medical science, 
the inconvenience to medical teachers, the 
interruption of anatomical studies, are all 
utterly insignificant con.siderations, com- 
pared with the overwhelming necessity of 
protecting the public against assassins, who 
traffic in the dead bodies of their victims. 
It is evident that some measure must be 
adopted by the Legislature, without dtday, 
for the supply of our anatomical schools w ith 
'smbjects; but, until such a measure shall be 
adopted, it is of paramount importance that 
the traffic between the murderer and the ana- 
tomist shall, at all events, be put an end to. 
Let it not be hastily supposed that w'e are 
raising an alarm not justified by the circum- 
stances under vvbich bodies aie furnish od 
to the anatomical schools in this country, 
or that we are suggostirjg a remedy against 
a contingency which is not likely to happen. 
.Vo man, who reads attentively the evidence 
given before the Parliamentary Committee 
on anatomy, can say, that murders similar 
JO tbo.ve brouglit to light at Edinburgh are 
not likely to be committed iu this country. 
Vo man, who w'eigbs that evidence atten- 
tively, can feel assured that such murders 
have not rdreudy been committed in this 
iuetro[)olis. It was proved before that Coni- 
mittee, both by the testimony of surgeons, 
and by that of individuals who had them- 
selves supplied the schools of anatomy wilJi 
subjects lor dissection, that the resurrection- 
men belonged to the loWf’St dregs of society, 
that th(‘y were, for the most part, thieves, 
house-breukers, men of tlie most abondoned 
2 F 
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characUriand capable of committing the most 
atrocious crimes. Sir Asilev Cooper, upon 
being questioned aa to the character of the 
reaurrectiou'men, stated, that he considered 
them “ the lowest dregs of degradation. 1 
do not know,” saya the worthy Baronet, 

“ that 1 can describe them better ; tliere is 
no crime the^ w'ould not commit ; and, as to 
myself, if they would imagine that 1 shtmld 
make a good subject, they really would not 
have the smallest scruple, if they could do 
the thing undiscovered, to make a subject | 
of me !” (/l/iwiites of Evidence taken Itefore the I 
Committee of Jmtomy, p. 18.)— The flip- 
pancy and bad taste of this answer may 
have deprived it of the weight which is 
really due to itj but the recent dreadful 
disclosures have demonstrated that the 
worthy Baronet’s opinion of the resurrec- 
tion-men is too well-founded. In another 
part of his evidence, Sir Astlev CoopEn 
Blates that there is no person, however 
eJEulted his rank, whose body, if he (Sir 
AsiLEy) were disposed to dissect it, he 
could not obtain. The woUhy Baronet is 
probiibij" igrioraut of the state of the Jaw on 
this subject ; but the appalling transactions | 
at £diu burgh ])rove that he w'us too well 
founded in his fact, uiid that he made no 
xniscalculutiou as to the desperate resolu- 
tion of the class of men engaged in supply- 
ing tlie anatomical schools with subjects fur 
dissection. The Ibliowing is the part of bir 
Asiley CooPEii's evidence to which we 
allude 

“ Does the state of llie law actually pre- 
vent liie teachers of anatomy from obtuiiiiug | 
the body of any person which, in conse- 1 
quence of some })eculianty of structure, 
they may be j)articularly desirous of pro- 
curing f—'l he law does not pieveut our 
obtaining the body of an individual, ii we 
tbmk proper j run there la no person, 
lAl nib blTL’ATION IN lilE BE WIMl H 
JIAV, WHOM, IE I WERE DISPOaEfJ TO OJb 
SECT, I crx I.n NOT on IAIN.” — iWolWtf* 

Eviilewe bejore the Vonmiliee on Anatumy, 

p. 18, 

We observed, in commenting on tliis 
part of Six Asiley Couper's testimony, 


(The Lancet, No. 26i3, p. 727,) that this 
extraordinary declaration was w-ell calcu- 
lated to produce an elFect on the fears of 
persons to whose understanding reason 
could find no access ; and that tlie worthy 
Baronet had, with his wonted felicity of 
diction, made his threat of dissection appl}' 
rather to the Living than to the dead ; 
little anticipating,— as indeed the worthy 



possibility of such a declaration ndmittiug 
of a literal interpretation. It is our firm 
conviction, that, unless the executive go- 
vernment take immediate steps for putting 
a stop to all dissection, until the legisla- 
ture shall have placed the supply of the 
schools of anatomy under due regulations, 
no man in the country is completely 
secure from the knives of the assassin and 
the anatomist. The present price of a 
corpse offers a stronger temptation to des- 
perate and reckless villains than that for 
which they are in the constant habit of 
risking their lives ; and the ready mart for 
their victims renders the chance of impu- 
nity after the comnaission of murder with 
a view’ to the sale of tlie corpse, greuler 
than after the commission of any other 
crime. The burglar is never sure of ob- 
taining as much as the value of lea or 
twelve pounds in the bouse into wJiich 
he breaks; he encounu-rs the risk of 
losing his life iu tl:e coinnns.sion, or on 
conviction of tlii! offence ; and he com- 
monly goes prepared to destroy life in case 
of resistance. Is it likely that such a man 
would be much moved by the coubideruliou 
of the greater or less enormity of a ci iiuc, or 
that he would hesitate to commit a mutder 
at once, if he could not ordy secure a profit 
upon his Clime, but be neaily co rtuiu of 
escaping with iiujiuoity ! It is fiorn the 
calculation of the chinu ea of escujie in the 
event of conviction llnil robbery i» now sel- 
dom combined witli acts of violence to the 
person; but if thieves and burglars perceive 
that there is a mode of committing murders 
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with a aure profit and amall cbance of detec- one way to prevent the posBibility of a rape- 
lion, what security does the conscientious- tition of such atrocities as those which have 
ness of these nhandoiied characters afford to been detected at Ediubufgh, and that is, by 
the public against the frequency of such inur- causing every dissecting-room in the king- 
dersl AndwhoshaUsay that such murders dom to be closed. Such a measure cannot 
have not been already committed] In the faili under the circumstances, to be cheerfully 
present state of the law, surgeons have no acquiesced in by teachers and students 
means of ascertaining, — they cannot even themselves ; and there will be the Jess diffi- 
inquire, without risk, into the mode whereby culty in carrying it ft to effect, since, os the 
the persons whose bodies are brought to the law stands at present, all dissection, except 
dissecting-rooms have come by their deatli. that of criminals executed for murder, and 
It is the state of the law, and not the medi- except such partial dissections or post-mortem 
cal profession, that is to be blamed for all the examinations as may be assented to by the 
evils which have been produced by the ex- friends of deceeased persons, is, in effect, 
isting system. The traffic between the illegal. According to the decision of JIarou 
teacher of anatomy and the vendor of dead Hi llock, a surgeon, or other person, having 
bodies is an illegal and, therefore,'a secret j a body in liis possession for the purjioso of 
traffic, excluding from its nature the means ; dissection, except under the circumstances 
of investigating the circumstauces under | above excepted, is liable to be tried and 
which the. subjects sold for dissection have punished for a misdemeanour. I'he e.xecu- 
been obtained. We liave ourselves, within a j tive government, therefore, in order to sup- 
receut period, seen bodies brought into dis- press a nefarious traffic during (he interval 
secting-rooms in this metropolis, exhibiting between the detection of the crimes to which 
none of the appearances usually found in ’ it has led, and the period at which the \e- 
the bodies of persons who had died from i gvalature can interpose, lias only to take, 
disease, but with all the iudkations present- 1 measures fur effectually preventing a prat- 
ed by the bodies of men who had died within ' lice which, tliough hitherto connived at 
a few hours, and in u stale of i*kiu ten 1 from the supposed necessity oC the case, 
iiKALTH. One head in particular — subjects 1 has been declared to be illegal, 
are now frequently sold piecemeal — ailruci- j 'I'lu* i« aders of ilus journal must be too 
ed our ulleiilion, and that of other genileuieii I .sensible of llu? zeal which we have ever 
pre.sent. It was the head of a perfeclly.Irci/< j shown tor the advancement of analoinical 
subject; not tlie slighLe.sl indicuiion of dis- 1 science to that the foregoing ob- 

elise could be traced ; it was, appari*niiy,|st:'vvation.sii.ivebeendii:lctedbyadimuiish- 
ihe bead of a man who had lived in health and ’ ed semse, on our part, of the necessity of 
vigour wilhiu a few hours. We cmihl not uUbjilnig due facilities to the study of una- 
learn whence it was biougUt, nor how the tomy. We were among the. fust to point 
man (from whose trunk it had been seven d) ; out the impolicy oi the existing laws re- 
had come by his death. He might possibly guiding dissection, and to suggest the means 
have expired suddenly from luiturui cause.s ; ofaffinding an ample, sui'ply ol subjects to 
he might have dcslroyed his own liie ; hut I (.ur sclio .ls of anat omy from an uuexcep- 
the late horrible disclosures prove that he | tionuble source. U ecli utter week, while 
might aisii have been slaughtered for the price j the Select Committee ui tlie House of Com- 
of his corpse. Again we sny that, until the | mons was situiig, we discussed this subject 
legislature ahall provide the means of sup- m all its l iurit.gc, i.ud we hud the satislac- 
plying our anatomical schools with subjfcts ijou of seeing n)Oc>t of our urgumeins and 
from an uucxceptloinible source, there is but suggestion.? re'peated by the witnessea, and 

F 
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emhodied ia the recommendations of the 
Committee, as published in the Parliamen- 
tary Report. The first measure which we 
suggested, as an indispensable preliminarj' 
to any eflVciual legislative provision for the 
supply of our anatomical schools, was the 
repeal of the enactment (2oGeo.II.) which 
subjects the bodies of persons executed for 
the crime of murder to dissection—an 
enactment which, by associating the idea of 
dissection with that of punishment for crime, 
has created, in this country, an artificial 
prejudice against dissection, perfectly dis* 
tinct from that natural aversion with which 
we all regard it, as applied to the bodies 
of those wiiom, when living, we have es- 
teemed and loved. In this recommendation, 
nearly nil the witnesses examined before the 
Parliamentary Committee concurred, and it 
has been adopted by the Committee in their 
Report, ^\ 0 recommended the application 
of the bodies of mcluimed persons to the 
purposes of dissection, as an nnexceplion- 
ai)l(' source for the supply of our anatomical 
schools, since it would meet the demand of 
science without violating the fecUngs ol 
surviving relatives and friends, against 
which luelings it would he as uaavaiunc as 
it would bo ini})oiitic to attempt to legislate, 
and since it would ellVclually pul an end to 
the disgusting ofionce of body snatching. 
Wv also suggesti’d, Uiat all the bodies of 
viuchimed persons should, after they had 
undergone disseciion, be inleried at the ex- 
pense of the parties, for whose beneht tlu-v 
l ad been disse' ted ; and that liu; offdiice ol 
body-fileiiliiig sliould be niude a felonv, 
ptinisiiahle with not less than fourteen years’ 
transpoitatiori, We would now furthe r sug- 
gest tiift expediency of appointing an ufheer, 
C)T officers, whose funclions might be i.imihir 
to those of the r/o’/ (les traritux anaiomiijues 
at Paris, and under whose authorifv alone 
the bodies of iinciuimt U persons might be 
(iislributed to the anatoirucal seliools. Nei- 
tb(*T should a body, otiierwise obtained, be 
ditt-iteted, unlcjis a Coroner a linjueit bad 


been previously held upon it, and the pro- 
bable cause of death duly certified. And, as 
a further precautionary measure, we would 
recommend that the ps»emn of a body for 
the purpose of dissection, not obtained 
througli the regular oHicer, should be made 
a misdemeanour, punishable with not less 
than FOUllTEKN years TRANSrORTATION. 
Tiiis would efiectuiilly rid society of resur- 
rectionists and trading assassins ; for let it 
be recollected, that if there were no re- 
ceivers, there would be no thieves, and, in 
ibis case, no murderers. 

Tlie view taken of this question by the 
Select Committee on Anatomy, of which the 
Home Secretary was a member, is so sound 
and enlightened, that we look forward with 
confidence to the result of a parliamentary 
di.scussioQ. In the meantime, we cannot 
help regretting tlial some writers, who ap- 
pear to have given less of their allcntion to 
this subject than to most of the topics to 
vvliieh tlicy apply tlieir powerful minds, ■ 
should have given currency to propositions 
wholly at vaiiaiiee witli the views of the 
Committee, and incompatible with the im-a* 
sures recommended by that boily to the 
adoption ol the Legislature. Among some 
recent suggestions, the, proposal to make, 
dissection a puniKhmeut for the ollence of 
!iuicide, IS one of the moat objectionable, be- 
cause it is neither more nor less ihnu a pro- 
posal to smiclion and pF.Tp''lu:iie an uhsiur- 
dity, which, m the opinion of nearly ali the 
witnesses exananed before the Commiilce, 
is the very caii.se of the evil to he j>rovided 
uguinst, nanifly, the aliAtirdity of identify- 
ing di.'^seclion with punishment, aitd asso- 
ciating it wilh crime, Tiie following pas- 
sage appeared this week, in a leading arti- 
of The Turn : — 

" Hut the thing which is of mosl ronse- 
queuce, is t(i d<‘V»se some h gal method of 
8U}i]dyiiig the medical jirofessiori with sub- 
j' • i« tor anniiniilion The St'ntmuii news- 
pnd'T properly Uoins it) by legal meatis. 
We have before recommi nued, that all jier- 
aous who destroy themselves should, by the 
Cuiuucr a warrant, bo cousigned lu Urn aur- 
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gery, before they be conveyed to the grave : 
we think that such a course would both 
tend to prevent suicide, and would afford a 
small supply. It is absurd to talk of its 
lieighteningthe prejudice against dissection, 
though we know that this has been asserted. 
Those, however^ who Onts asaert, should go fur- 
ther, and inform us then, what will lessen the 
yrfjiulice, and yrovide bodies in sufficient 
numbers,’' 

It is plain, from the last sentence in the 
paragraph, that the writer is neither aware 


bad the effect of limiting the number of 
suicides. A few years ago, it was the 
practice to bury the bodies of persons who 
had destroyed themselves in a cToss*road, and 
to drive a large stake through their guilty 
integuments. Thi.s practice was abolished, 
though uot without mauy serious remon- 
strances, and prophetic warnings on the 
part of persons, vho maintained that the 
national taste for self-destruction could only 
of the discussions which the subject in ! restrained by the terror of that salutary 
C]uestion has undergone in this and other | number of suicides 

Journals, uor acquainted with the contents j in tliis countiy since the burial in 

of the report of the Parliamentary Com- 1 the cross-road, and the large stake, have 
mitiee. Why it is absurd to argue that the ^ been dispensed! and does any rational man 
proposal for consigning the bodies of sui- 1 believe, that if these solemn buffooneries 
cides to the anatomi.st would heighten the ! were re-enacted, the number of suicides 
prejudice ugainst dissection, the writer! would be diminished > The main objection, 
leaves unexplained ; to us it seems diffcult ! however, to the proposition of The Times is, 
to assign any rational ground for inferring I that it goes to sanction the principle of asso- 
that such an eiiuclmcnt, supposing it to be | ciating dissection mth punishment for crime. 


oj>eralivc, would not have such an effect.' 
An infliction on the dead body, which is in- i 
tt'uJcd as a mark of infamy, and a punish- 
ment for crime, must surely tend to increase 
the aversion of iivn to see the same pro- 
cess performed on the bodies of innocent 
persons ; and, consequently, must teud to 
increase the prejudice against dissection. 
But tbuugb, in the quaint lauguage of the 


a principle which w'as condemned by nearly 
all the witnesses examined before the Parlia- 
mentary Committee as absurd and impolitic, 
and of which the Committee itself has re- 
corded its opinion by recommending to the 
legislature the repeal of the enactment sub- 
jectiug the bodies of exocmed murderers to 
disectioi). 

'Ihe same vague and unphilosophical no- 


law. a suicide is one who has comm iu ed j lions respectiag the efficacy or expediency 
felony again.'!! him-self, juries are seldom in- • of punishment directed o.;uiust the dead 
dined to regard tin' act of self-destruction : bodies of criminals, which have called forth 
ns u fit subject for penal animadversion; audit hesc observations, pervade, we regret to 
llu* ellVct of such an emu lmeiit as lliat I'vo- j say , the. address delivered by the Loan 
posed bv The Times, would, in all proha- S'f tv t Ci.krk, in pronouncing sentence 
bilitv, be to diiniiii.sb tlie number of verdict.^! upon the panel Bcukk. 
of/r.V de-k^. Ih iice liie •'^upj- ' ft suleccij, | << of the diMibt'^ 1 linve on my mind.’’ 

from such a ‘imrce, •• timall” us our cuuU-m. says t'oe learned l.oul, " wlieiher to satisfy 

. 1 j . . „ .. ibe viulated hiws of v nr cuunli v and the 

norarv adimts, and inutie.iuate, upon anv ,, > • ■ i ‘ i , 

* ' I » I . voice c.; j.unlic indii;u:uion your hoiiy ouglit 

suppusilioii, til the demands of scituce, j t to h.' exhih^ted in drains, uddettdi in the 
Ci uld not be expected lo reach even the ' iu order to deter others tioin Uie 

^ . commission ol siuiihu olit'uces. But taking 

avcia?,. of .-.sei, ofjelo de-t; ^ il,,t U.o i-ublio eyo would 

and ns to the tendency of such on enactment , he offendeil In such a dismal .srcctacle, 1 am 
to prevent suicide, it may reasonably be i 

, , , , , . ‘ . . ’ . ’tion of vou,— that vou siiould be publicly 

doubted, whether any mlUciiona on the ^ ^ ibat if it i.s ever custo- 

dead bodies of self-murderers, have evenmary to preservo skolotous, your skeletou 
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will be preserved, in order that posterity 
ma}'' keep in remembrance your atrocious 
crimes.’’ 

As it may be the duty of the Lord .Ttis- 
TiCE CLtnu to pass sentence of death in ten 
or twelve similar cases, he will do well to 
reflect, that the cause of the crimes com- 
mitted at Edinburgh, is the high price 
given by surgeons for unman bodies ; that 
this high price is occasioned by the diffi- 
culty of procuring subjects for dissection ; 
and that this difficulty is caused by the slate 
of the law, which has absurdly made dis- 
section a punishment for crime, and which 
has, consequently, created an artificial hor- 
ror for dissection, as applied to any inrment 
individual, which does not essentially be- 
lo/jjg to it, and which is totally distinct 
from that natural opposition which all men 
make to any violation of the feeJinp noth 
which ther regard the bodies of tiiose whom 
they have loved and venerated when Jiving. 
Let the Lord .h sn< l ( i.eks reflect, that, 
so far from tht-re being any natural con- 
TieX’.OQ between diaaeclion and punishmeM, ' 
in V ranee, tl.e. lusdicsof men executed fur 
ctimoa ate. not sufleied Vo conttihnte to the 
advanceraevit of semuv, that in Itrauce, 
executed ctiminala ate tlie onlv class of men 
on whom the operation of dissection is not 


of last .Tanuary, when he began to feel un« 
well at times, but glill was able to continue 
atliis work on the rail-road, near Dalkeith. 
About the end of February, he was seized 
with violent shivering, which was succeed- 
ed by great heat, and terminated in profuse 
perspiration ; the paroxysms have continued 
ever since in the tertian form, and he lias 
been unfit to do any thing, his health and 
strength becoming very much impaired, 
lie was bled early in the disease, in the 
hot stage, without any remis.sion of his suf- 
lerings, and without preventing the acces- 
sion of the regular paroxysms. The cold 
stage getierally continned from liulf an hour 
to three quarters, and he experienced great 
sutlering fiom pain in the liead ami lumbar 
region, wnih sickness. On Sunday, lOth 
May, he w'as bled to 16 ounces during the 
cold stage. During the bleeding the rigours 
ceased, hut afterwards a hot stage look 
jilace, accoin])anied with pain iu the head 
and loins. 

On Tuesday the ritli, as lie felt light and 
ea.sy, and better t.liuri lie Imd done for along: 
time, he walked u few miles out of town to 
see some frinuls, and he had a parovystn, 
hut which was riot so severe as on I'olmcr 
occasions, On Thursday he had another 
paroxysm, which was slight, unattended by 
rigorx. After this js'riod lie hml no cold 
iffujfe, ijj.itejiil of n!iu:h be Kdt iaugo -r, 
iteadftrhe, sickness, ard pmn iu the lornbar 
JfgUiii, il! a slight degrei- ; he ;> coveted Ins 
health ami -.ren^tli rajoiiiy, ar;;,! la about a 
f ruiight ftoui tile tim.' oi' flo- bh'edjng lie 
l»ad no cotD\tlaiM. He staled, that hist up- 
viutitu wuH now i^uod, las strength daily iiii- 
proving, ami, at (lie cud of May, ht re- 
turned to his work cured. 


allowed to be performed. 


CASKS OF INTERMITTENT FFVER, IN WIirCH 
BI.F.i;niNG WAS E.MHLOVED IN THE COLO 
STACK. 

JJy John ^Iackintosii, M.D., Lecturer on 
the Practice of Physic, jSfc,, in FAinhurgh, 

(Continued from page 111.) 

Case 21. — Francis Trail, letat. 26, pre- 
Rented hiin.self at the Dispensary early in 
the begimiing of May, 1{>2;5, in a pale and 
very weak coiidiUon, with swollen feature.*!, 
when he gave the following aci-ount of liiin- 
self: — He is a native of Ireland, and went 
to work at the liarvest in Lincolnshire in 
1827 ; remained there about a fortuiglit; at 
that lime was in the enjoyment of good 
health, and continued so till the beginning 


Case 22. — Dr. Cambridge, 2yih Septem- 
ber, 1B27, had repeated allacks of iutermit- 
teiit fever at Ostend, four weeks ago, at 
which place it wa.s prevalent at the time. 
Since, hi.s arrival iu .Eiliiiburgli, tliroe weeks 
ago, he has had a daily paroxysm, and used 
the .sulphate, of quinine, without eflecl. His 
appea.’-aiice is far from being emaciated, but 
he looks pale and weakly. 

Tiie rigour came on severely at nine this 
morning, accompanied by insupportable 
pain of head, siiontiog from temple to tem- 
jdi*, inability to lake a full inspiration, with 
.sen.sR of tfghtness acro.ss the chest. The 
rigours continued for llm space of tliree 
hours, and then ceased, but the sense of ex- 
treme coi(iiu*s.s, and oilmr severe symptoms, 
continued. 1 was culled to see Dr. Cam- 
bridge, ami made my first visit at one o'clock, 
w'heii his suflerings were still unmitigated. 
He still felt cold ; his pulse was weak and 
oppressed, 1;30 in the minute ; respiration 
.bO ; face pale, and features contracted ; 
tongue loaded, hut moist. A vein was 



DR. MACKINTOSH ON IFrERMriTENTS, 431 

opened ; immediately after, tlie blood began Dr. Cambridge bled him in the cold stage, 
to flow ; he expressed, in strong terms, his and he had no retnm of the disease, and his 
sense of the sudden relief he experienced ; health was quickly re^establiahed. This 
at the expiration of a minute he could dilate circumstance I have Dr. C.’s permission to 
his lungs to the fullest extent. Eighteen mention, as well as the particulars of his 
ounces of blood were taken, which occupied own case. 

throe minutes of time, and before the arm I have been favoured with the following 
was bound up all his uneasiness had ceased ; case of coma, occurring in the cold stage, 
the painful sensation of cold changed to that treated successlullv by bleeding, by Dr. 
of a pleasant glow of heat, and the surface Henry Lucas, of the Koyal Artillery, 
of the body was covered- by a gentle mois- 
ture, iNo debility followed, and he was able Case 24. — GSkner William Smith, 9th 
to walk through the room ; a brisk laxative Battalion. Admitted, August 16, 1827. Is 
was ordered. perfectly insensible; eyes fixed, pupil par- 

oOth. Had no heat of skin yesterday tially contractile ; respiration slow and deep; 
after the bleeding ; his feelings were com- pulse full and slow ; «kin cool, especially 
forUble during the remainder of the day ; about the lower extremities. Is completely 
he passed an cxcolleut night, and felt quite insensible to external stimuli. Was brought 
well this morning up to the moment of from one of the guard rooms, where he had 
attack. 'I he paroxysm came on at eleven been complaining of feeling ill. He had 
A. M., and although he shivered smartly, attacks of ague. A vein was opened in the 
yet he distinctly declared that he was quite arm, and he recovered sense and motion on 
free? from tlm head symptoms, and all the losing six ounces of blood. He complained 
other very painful feelings whicli had dis- of cold, thougli by that time the skin was 
tressed him on former occasions, excepting I warmer. Twelve ounces of blood were ta* 
the tightness and oppression at the cheat. Ikon. Warm bottles were, applied to the 
II expirations :>d in tho minute. Pulse weak, 1 feet ; cold lotion to tbe bead*, and a tur- 
und not to be comtled. Mouth slightly ul- \ pentine enema. In tbe evening be was 
C(?raied, and coimdains of a bad taste . \ found sweating. Bowela not free. Catbw- 
'rongue loaded, brown iu the centre, aud 1 tic tnvxiute ordeied. 

rather dry. Had four large dark-coloured I \7. Bowels moved once by tbe mixture, 
and fetid evacuations sin o last niglit, which IPuUe soft and full. Skin moist and warm, 
produced a huruiu ; seusatum at llm extre- i rallier loaded, 

mity «»f liie recHim. A v» »u was opr tied, j He’jieat catbntiio rnixlnr e. 

aud hUwdwas drawn to the ext-ent of leu iJi. Had distinct Tigo!ir.s last night, sue* 

ounces, which (iCcupied four minutes of ceeded bv increased heal of surfuce, and 
lime ; be/bre hve ounces were abstmeted, swearing. He was discharged on the 
h« fle.s( ribed, in poetical langti8g:e, hi.s re- , ur,>d. 
lief, which was as sadden ns it was perfect. 

The pulse was reduced in frequency, and Cases 2.>. and 26',— The fo/Iowinfr is tb (* 
became much .stronger, and he said In: was j extract of a letter ironi Mr, JJrofvri, now as- 
sensible of an increase oi strength ; indeed, / sfstaut surg^eon in tho 5‘Jd datt^d 

he was able- to walk through the roam ina- Jf-rsev, 6tli August 1627 : “Since I had the 
mediately without support. In about an pleasure of Jiearing you lecture, I have, in 
hour after .1 look my leave, the rigours re- three instances, tried the effect of bleeding 
turned with considerable severity, but un- ju tfie cold stage of iiitermitteiits, and twice 
attended by headach, and tlicre was little „ith complete succes.*^. The patients w’ere 
oppression in the chest. He had some lever, invalids, sent from Gibraltar for change of 
and a sweating stage, Ihe sulphate of qui- climate. One hud Itud an ague for eighteen 
nine was again hud recourse to, and he had nionths previous to his coming under my 
only one other slight paroxysm. His health care; and at the time he left the depot for 
improved daily, and was soou perfectly re- Chatham, seven weeks from his being in 
established. hospital, he had no recurrence of fever. In 

the third case 1 was not so successful ; it 
Cask 23. — Dr. Cambridge mentioned to I think, from the bungling manner I 

me, lliBt after reading my first pivi»er on ,jp,.,i(.d the vein, 1 couldn’t get the blood to 
bleeding in the cold stage of intermittents, » ;• 
which he met wdlh on the C.ontiuent, he had 

*nn 0 |)]iortuuity of sav ing the life of a clergy- C asks 27, 2ii, 29, and .>0.— Cork, Marlbo- 
mnn, upon whom he tried the jiraclice, with js^reet, Wednesday, Nov. 14. 1827.— 

complete success. '1 his gentleman s health j p^'rosal of your j uper upon the uti- 

was reduced to the lowest possible ebb, by , — 

repeated aitneks of intermittent lever. He « y shown how’ difficult it 

had tried bark in all its forms, and quassia ^ ifurinjv a rigour, from the 

aud arsenic, without the leuut mitigation, eonnnoliou in which the body is thrown. 
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Ety of blood-letting in the cold stage of in- 
termittent fevers, induced me to resort to 
that remedy, in the only four cases of the dis- 
ease which I have met with since. The dis- 
ease is of comparatively rare occurrence in 
this city, and never assumes a very aggravat- 
ed form. Three of the cases 1 allude to were 
stout labouring men ; the fourth was a deli- 
cate girl about twelve years of age. None of 
them presented very dangerous symptoms. 
The most distressing symptom was severe 
pain in the head, which generally most 
intense during the cold tit. The loss of 
blood, so far from causing collapse, or adding 
in any degree to the feeling of debility 
which existed, seemed to produce quite an 
opposite effect. The patients expressed 
themselves immediately relieved, a gentle 
perspiration ensued, and they api)eared as 
if revived by the influence of a generous 
cordial, 'i'he bleeding, however, did not 
effect a cure, but the subsequent attacks 
were infinitely more mild, and yUdded in a 
short time to the exhibition of the arseuiate 
of potass. 

The beneficial effects of this practice fully 
answered the expectations which you an- 
nounce ; and I have no hesitation in saying, 
as far as 1 can judge from limited experi- 
ence, that we are indebted to your sagacity 
for a bold and unusually successful innova- 
tion in the treatment of a disease, which has 
constantly baffled our best directed efforts. 
You will excuse this brief communication, 
but 1 am aware that no reward is nmre 
grateful to a })hysician, than the assurance 
that his suggestions have received and me- 
rited the approval of his brethren. 

1 am, Sir, with much respect, 
Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) D.B.Bullen.M.D. 
To Dr. Mackintosh, M. D. 

Sir, — In consequence of having read, 
with great interest, your valuable paper 
upon the subject of bleeding in the cold 
atage of intermittent fever, which was pub- 
lished in I lie Edinburgh illedical and Surgi- 
cal .lournal for April last, I resolved to 
, adopt your plan of treatment, iu the first 
cases of ague which should occur to me. 
Ague has not for many years bt-en emleinic 
in this neighbourhood, so that the opportu- 
uities 1 may have of further. trials of your 
treatment will probably not be numerous. 
I'he results of the two cases, of which 1 
take the liberty of sending you an account, 
are very favourable. 'I'bey occurred to me 
in my jiructice as physician to the General 
Infirmary here. With a strong conviction 
that future experience will confirm the cor- 
rectness of your views and practice, and 
with feelings of admiration and esteem for 
an iudividual who has improved the prac- 


tice of medicine, by a disregard to long 
established prejudices and erroneous doc- 
trines, 

1 remain, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
Jonas Malden, M. D. 

Worcester, July ^ 27 , 1827. 

To Dr. Mackintosh, M. D., Edinburgh. 

C.'iSE 31. — May.'), 1827.— Priscilla Wil- 
liams, mt, 30. (jomplaius of pain in the 
head. Skin hot; tongue furred; pulse 
120, small and rather hard. Pain in the 
cpigrastic region, w'ith loss of appetite. 
Bowels confined. Has a severe rigour every 
other morning of half an hour’s continuance, 
which is followed by a hot and sweating 
stage. Her complaints began with cold 
shivering, three weeks ago, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Oxford, where ague was pre- 
vailing. 

Applicentur hirudines xii. regioni epi- 
gastricai. 

]j(, Extract! colocynlh. co. gr, xv. 
Hydrarg. submuriatis gr. iii, 

Eiant pilulm tres slat, sumendn?. 

R; Liq. antiraon. tart. tq. xx. Potass® 
nitratis gr. x. Mist. 

Salime ^j. M. Sumat quartis horis. 

6. Pain in tlie stomach relieved, Head- 
ach continues. Bowels freely opened, No 
rigour yesterday. Let her he bled during 
the col(i stage to-day. 

7 . L 0 .SI ten ounces of blood yesterday 
during the rigour, when slie became rather 
faint. A hot and sweating stage succeeded. 
Bowels open. 'I'ongue cleaner. 

B. Pulse 80, and of moderate strength. 
Headach and ])ain in the stomach much 
better. The rigour came on this morning, 
during wliich she was bled to 16 ounces, 
and !i slight hot and sweating stage suc- 
ceeded, 

q. Another very short and slight rigour 
this morning. 

10. Ague, returned to-day, but bleeding 
cut short the cold stage, wliich was neither 
followed hy heat or sweating. 

13. Pulse 72. Tongue clean. Appetite 
good. Tree from pain. Has liud no ague 
since last report. W'ishes to leave the hos- 
[lital. Discharged. 

27. J saw tiif! hushaml of this woman, 
wlio told me his wile was (|uite well, and 
had no return of her disorder. 

Case 32.— May 22, 1827. — William Hol- 
land, n't. 21. lias juiin in the head and 
limbs, with furred and dry longue. Pulse 
%, small. Bowels regular. Has severe ri- 
gours of an hour's duration every day, which 
are followed by the hot and sweating stages. 
Me has great prostration of strength, and a 
sallow countenance, and is much emaciated, 
lllnees began with a shivering ten weeks 
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ago. He has for some time been wonder- 
ing about the counUy, and sleeping in the 
open air at night. 

R Hydrarg. submuriatis gr. ix. Pulve- 
ris jalftpas gr. viij. 

M. f. bolus stat. Bumend. 

23. Hud a rigour yesterday which lasted 
an hour, -and was succeeded by a hot stage 
and profuse sweating, The pulse in the 
rigour was 120 and very small. The bowels 
have been very freely opened ; stools of a 
good colour. Headnch continues. 

Fiat venjcsectio duin rigor adsit. 

24. Was bled to fourteen ounces during 
the cold fit yesterday. Whilst the blood 
was flowing, the shivering diminished. The 
hoi stage followed, but lasted a much shorter 
time than usual. The pulse was not per- 
ceptibly aflected by the bleeding. 

Sumut mistura cathartica ^iss pro re 
nnla, 

25. la much improved in appearance. 
Pulse 80, soft. The rigour came on at the 
accustomed lime yesterday, but the shiver- 
ing was less violent. Venesection was re- 
peated during the paroxysm. The blood 
flowed freely, and the rigour ceased immedi- 
ately upon tying up tlie arm. The cold fit 
lasted twenty minutes. 'J'he pulse during 
the rigor w’as 120. No hot fit followed. 

Had a slight tremor yesterday .which 
lasted an hour. The hot stage afterwards 
was scarcely perceptible. Bowels open. 
Tongue much improved. Pulse natural* 

R Sulphatis quinina? gr. ij. Infusi rosse 

5j.M. 

Sumat secunda qu^ue hoih. 

27. Had a short and a slight shivering 
yesterday afternoon. No hot stage. Ano- 
ther at two o’clock, A. M. 

29. No return of the ague since last re- 
port. I’ul.se72. Bowels regular. Tongue 
clean, I lo makes no complaint. 

.Tune 2. Continues w’ell. From this lime 
till the 14th, he had no return of his com- 
plaint. He had regained flesh and a healthy 
appearance, and was discharged cured. 

'J’he practice of bleeding in the cold stage 
has also been successlully ivied by Hr. Ha- 
viland, the disuiiguished Professor of the 
practice of physic in the Pniversity of Cam- 
bridge, tlio result of which was cominuiii- 
catt'd 10 me, with Dr. Haviland’s piuniis- 
sion, by Hr. VV. Jl. Yates, foniK ily a most 
assidiious pujiil of mine, and now of Hr. 
Haviiaiid. 'I'lie lollowing are e\lracts from 
Dr. Yates’s letter: “ Hr. Havilmid tellsj 
me, ihut in couseijucnce of your communi- | 
cation Ki the jirofession on the juoprieiy of 
bleeding in the cold stage of fever, he was 
disjiosed to make trial oi' it, having, as you 
would expect, frequent opportunities in 
HieBe low countries. His principal object 
was, iu the first place, to ascertain Uow far 


it was practicable; for wheft he read the 
account, it struck him that it was a practice 
quite consonant with his own views. He 
was always assured, that in these cases there 
existed considerable congestion of the larger 
vessels, and that, could a portion of their 
contents be safely removed, the general re- 
sult would be good. He has since tried it 
in several cases, with decidedly beneficial 
effects. But it is a practice which must 
not be employed indiscriminately, and 
which is more essaiitially beneficial in those 
casesin whicli there appears to be a dispo- 
sition to inflammation of any organ. Under 
such circumstances, bis plan is to wait the 
return of the next cold stage, and then to 
take blood from the arm as eircumstancest 
direct ; and in no instance has it failed, and 
in no instance has he had reason to repent 
it. He is quite convinced that it is a very 
safe practice. But when the constitution is 
broken down, or the general health much 
impaired, from whatever cause, we should 
be careful how we adopt such a practice, 
and it will not do in every case.* I dis- 
tinctly asked Dr. Haviland, if, in these 
cases, he had administered bark or quinine ; 
he distinctly answered, certainly not, but 
that there were two cases in wliich he fol- 
lowed up the bleeding, after a lapse of 
time, by quinine, bnt iu all the rest the 
bleeding was trusted to alone. In these two 
instances, it was given under particular cir- 
cumstances. The Professor tried bloodlet- 
ting in the tertian as well as the quartan 
ague ; but he considers it of the greatest 
consequence in the latter, as being more 
likely lo effect a radical cure of the disease, 
I thought you would be pleased at this com- 
munication, and I am sure, if you knew Hr. 
Haviland, you W’ouldbe delighted w’itb him, 
and consiuer his opinions of great weight." 

It affords me the highest degree of plea- 
sure in communicating anotlier extract from 
this letter, althougli it is rather doubtful 
how far 1 may be j ustified in so doing ; but 
the practice of medicine, us taught at Cam- 
bridge, bus been so often ridiculed, and 
particularly in a late paper on medical edu- 


** Upon further experience, 1 feel per- 
suaded that Hr. Haviland will see muse to 
modify this opijiion, for it is precisely iu 
such cases that i have the highest opinion 
of the practice ; because it will succeed 
when no other remedies will have the slight- 
est elVeet ; in proof of which, 1 may refer to 
the cases of Ward, to Hr. iMarshaH’s case, 
and to that of A.B. in the 27 ih volume of 
the Kdiuburgh Medical .Tournal, ns w'ell ns 
to the cases of David Lambert, Robert 
Youug, Hr. Cambiidge, and his friend, the 
clergyman, at Ostend, William Holland, 
Jamci Donachie, and Francis Trail, coicmu** 
nicaletl iu this paper, 



m 


EXTKAVASATION OF VrINK. 


cation in the Edinburgh Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal, by Dr. Duncan, junior, the 
former editor, that I think it only an act of 
justice. The coinmuniculion is made to 
me by a gentleman well informed in every 
part of his profession, and an excellent pa- 
thologist for his staiuling, and one well (jua- 
litied to judge of surli matters. “ 1 assure 
you 1 was agreeab’y surprised when 1 came 
to Cambridge. 1 expected to find Dr. J lavi- j 
land full of (iulen and Aretanis and book 
learning, but with little pfitctice ; instead of 
which, he is a very clever, clear-headed 
man, of very extensive practice indeed, 
with very liberal notions ; always happy to 
converse with thostewho apply to him ; he 
hides nothing, for when he has been mis- 
taken in bis diagnosis and opinions, he does ! 
not hesitate to point it out, and to comment j 
upon it, which is ilie sure road to great- 1 
ness.” 

I shall only add, that it is much to be ! 
wished three-fourths of the professors ofj 
medicine in Great Britain and Ireland, were f 
compelled to study for two or three y<*ars I 
under Dr. Haviluml, in order that they might] 
learn, not oidy how to read Aretseu.s, hut to 1 
imitate his candour, frankness, and gentle- j 
manly demeanour ; and also that they might i 
see tiie superior advantages which a teacher 
possesses, who “ eiijmis an extmtivepmclice,'* 
and who does not trust to the knowledge he 
has acquired in ids closet from books. I sin- 
cerely hope to see Dr. liaviland soon trans- 
lated into a sphere where the influence of 
his talents as a teacher will be more exten- ! 
sively felt, j 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

EXTRAVASATION OF tlRINE. 

Joseph Wtsiiaut, mlat. W, a shoemaker, 
formerly a sailor, of a spare unhealthy habit, 
was admitted into Harley’s Ward, under the 
care of Mr. Earle, October t>l, at half past 
9, P. M., in great Biiony, with enormous dis- 
tension of the perineum, scrotum, ami co- 
verings of the penis. He had made no 
water since liie niglit of the ]9l!i, when the 
swelling commenced soon after endt-avour- 
ing to void his urine, and rapidly went on 
till it attained its present state. Has been 
subject to stricture for the last years, for 
W'hich he has been in the halut of having ) 
bougies jcass*'*!. The- uitlicidty of making ' 
water has, ol late yurs, much increused ; i 
lias not been able to retain his urine long j 
togethei for years pa- l; for the host two ; 
years has not beVu able to retain it at all, { 
itul has bi'en obliged to have convenience ; 
for its escape, at work. Mr. Karle soon 


arrived, and made an incision in the peri- 
neum, down to the. urethra, of about two 
inches in length, and several smaller inci- 
sions, or punctures, in different parts of the 
scrotum. Etciid and dark -coloured urine 
gushed from the wound in the perineum, 
and dribbled from the punctures in the scro- 
tum. Much relieved. Mr. Earle also en- 
deavoured to jmss a catheter, but could not 
succeed. Ordered 

Caloiuelf gr. iij, ; 

Opii, gr. j., stalim', 

with saline mixture every third hour, and 
hot and moist ffuiineks to the part. 

Ten o'clock, a.m., greatly relieved 
by the operation, but slept little during tlie 
nigltt ; inruinuniition and distention dimi- 
nished; tongue browm and drv ; ]mise 
quick ; urine dribbles through the wound 
in the perineum and inci-sions in the scro- 
tum ; bowels have not acted. 

Calomd, gr. iij. ; 

Jalap, gr. x., itaiim. 

Mr. Earle saw the patient again about 
two o’clock, p. M., and, llie bowels uoi hav- 
ing acted by that time, ordered a common 
enema. 

‘i.‘L Passed a better night ; bowels have 
been freely opened ; tongue inoister ; pulse 
still frequent ; the .swelling and distention 
subsiding rapidly ; the cellular tissue around 
the wounds presents u sloughy appearance ; 
has passed some urine by the urethra to- 
day. C’atapl. pan is, to the parts. 

Has had a very restless night ; tongue 
brown and dry; pulse feeble; mucli thirst, 
but no appetite ; the sloughing of the wound 
iu the perineum extending rapidly towarda 
the, hcrolum ; part of the urine escapes by 
the urethra, but the principal part ihrough 
the wound. 

t'7. Better to-day; tongue inoister; ap- 
petite returned; juilse of more jiower ; 
the sloughing lias extended considerably 
into the scrotuni. jMr. Kurle ordered him 
yesterday to omit the saliue mixture, aud 
take the following : 

Crt/'ft. 5j. ; 

Tinct, raidani. c, ; 

Camph. ^v.ss. ; M. capiat coch. 

i. mag. omiii lerliu lioiii. 

The bowel;; not acting, a common enema 
w,as also given yesterday evenyig ; diet 
nourishing. 

Comphiins very much of restless, 
ne^s during the night; n]ipetile not so 
good, and the pulse more feeble. Hfr. Earle 
removed a portion of the slough, which.ex- 
tended freely into tiie skin and cellular 
tissue of tin- scrotum, anil ordered the solu- 
tion of the chloride of soda to bo used. Go 
on with the mixture, 
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30. The slough separated this momiu^, | 
and left a large excavated wound in the 
perineum and scrotum ; the eurfuce of the 
wound is red, healthy, and granulating ; I 
pulse stronger ; tongue moist, though white; 
appetite improved, bowels open, nights j 
still disturbed. The urine principally eomes 
through the wound, hut some ])as8{-s by the 
urethra. Continue the mixture and catapl. 
jninis. 

Nov. 11. Mr. Earle attempted to pass a 
catheter two or three days ago, hut did not 
succeed. Tlje greater pan of the urine 
escapes now by the urethra, — some, how- 
ever, jJiissing by the wound, which isgninu- 
lating, though soinewliat slowlv A weak 
solution of argentum nitrntum applied by 
means of lint ; bidf a pint of wine daily ; 
appetite and strength improving. 

1.'). Mr. Kiirle, witli diJliculty, succeeded 
in introducing a silver caibeler, which is 
to he witluirawn in a day or two, and 
an ehistic gum one introduced in its place. 
A plug is woMi in the catheter, and the 
urine evaenuted at pleasure. Some still 
passes by the wound. Much iinjiroved in 
health and appearance. 

Dec. IB. .Since the former date, has been 
taking the su!})h. qiiinim, and the general 
health attended to. 1 he opening in the 
perineum is not (piite closed ; a fistulous pas- 
sage remains, through which a small por- 
tion of urine escapes. Various applications 
have lieeii resorted to, such as the l(*lio cupri, 
liilin ur^'evl . tiit., and the Oa/x. Pern.; the lat- 
ter is now appli. (1 to the wound. 'I he ca- 
Un‘ter lias been im reasi d gradually in size, 
and is .still rt'taiiied in the bladder. Gene - 
ral lu'idth now pretty good, and all going on 
well, though he is unable to leave the hos- 
pital yet. 


FAT.M. OV IMIT.FOMOXOI’S KnYSIPlLAS 

01 HIT'; VACi- AND SCALP, TRI-AILD BY 

,SMMI LA N'l S ! 

Ivichiird llumjilircy, ivt. 43, a coal porter, 
stoutly made, and a great porter drinker, 
was admitted into Luke’s Ward, J)ec. B, 
with jililegmoMous erysipelas of ihe upper 
part of the face, extending over the fore- 
head. 1 lie integuments of the nose a^iid 
eyelids are exceedingly swelled, red, tense, 
and shilling in uppeiuiince, so that he is un- 
able 10 open his eves. Ihe in 11 animation 
extends upwards over the, foreluad and 
downwards on the iheeks, the integnmenls 
of whicii are also much swelled. States 
that the swelling commented nliout six days 
ago, after having felt unwell for u few days 
previously, 'rongne brown and dry, skin 
hot, and pulse frequent, (’ornplains of pain 
in the head. Ordered by Mr. Stuuley, who 
attended for Mr. Vincent, hot »iiul moist 
llannels to the part, cal. gr. iij. jalup gr. xv. 


statim, and to be repeated in four bours, if 
necessary. Head to be sliaved. 

Mr. Burnett, the house-surgeon, had pre- 
A'iotisly ordered (but it had not been taken) 
yimmon. curb, gr, v. ; 

Mist, camphor, ^iss. oinni 4ta liorA. 

9. l^assed a very restless night, and 
became delirious towards this morning. 
No complaint of pain in the head. The 
infiammation and swelling have extended 
j over the scalplSand around the ears, but 
! seem rather diminished below the eyes. 

I I’ulse frtuiuent atid feeble. Tongue not so 
j dry os yesterday, but covered w ith a clammy 
I adhesive mucus. Bowels moved last night 
j after tlie cai. and jalap had been repeated, 

I ami have acted copiously this morning, 

! after taking some house-physic. Catapl. 
\shiapis applied to the nape of the neck last 
i night. Ordered to begin with the atumon. 
j carb., and mi.st. campli., and to have the 
j catapl. siiiajiis repeated to-night, 
j H>. He became so violently outrageous 
townrd.5 yesterday evening, that it W'as 
necessary to liave the strait-waistcoat put 
on, to confine him to-bed. Has been talk- 
ing incoherently, at intervals, during the 
night, yet answers reasonably when ques- 
tioned loudly, and puis out his tongue w'hen 
desired. The catapl. sinapis was applied 
both to the throat, and nape of the neck. 
Two doses of the ammon. caib., and mist, 
camph., have been taken, and it is now” 
ordered to be omitted. 

This morning, by Mr. Burnett’s direction, 
a blister was applied to the summit of the 
head, and an injection of house -physic 
given, which has acted freely. The bowels 
were not moved before, since yesterday 
morning. Subsequently, the dresser order- 
ed ra/. gr. iij., piilr. Jacahi, gr. iv. stalim 
nmid, 'I'he infinramatiou has not extended, 
unless slightly backwards, Pulse full and 
(juick. 'I’ongue dry. 

Mr. Stanley saw him about mid-day, and 
ordered a blistpr to be apjdied to the nape 
of the neck, and the powders to be con- 
tinued every five or six hours. Continued 
outrageotis and struggling till about ten 
minutes before twelve o’clock, wlien 
he became suddenly calm, and died at 
twelve. 

Vosi-taortem Examwaihv at half past Tiro 

o'clock. 

The scalp was excessively thickened, and 
a thin turbid sero-tluid oozed plentifully 
from the surfaces, when divided. Sliglit 
purulent deposition was discovered over the 
lelt temple, on mittiog into the substance of 
tlte sculp. I’he vessels of the dura mnler 
were gorged with blood. The arachnoid 
membrane was very opaque, and elevated 
by serous etfusion into the cellular texture 



FUNGOID DISEASE-OPeSaUONS. 


of the piamater. The Bubstaiice of the 
brain excessively vascular. The ventricles 
contained a conbiderable quantity of fluid. 
Mr. Stanley, on examining the abdomen, 
discovered a (hnitle. iu niia on the right side ; 
one sac opened through the external, the 
other through the internal, ring, and tiie 
epigastric artery ran upwards between them. 
'J'he liver was dark-coloured, and soft. 

FUNGOID DISEASE— AMPUTATION OF THE 
ARM. * 

Mr. Lloyd, on Saturday last, removed the 
left arm of Edward Sharpe, at the inferior 
third of the humerus. The patient, mt. 10, 
a coal porter, was admitted into Menry’s 
Ward on ilie 3ist of October, under the 
care of Mr. Luwience, wdlli a large slough- 
ing nicer of, and fungus growing from, tlu; 
forearm. About twelve months previously, 
a small tumour made its nppearancc on the 
middle of the forearm, whicii gradually ex- 
tended to an enormous size, and proceeded 
to the slate in which it was on admission. 
Two or three pieces of the radius came 
away' through the opening, by exfoliation. 
On the liJth of November, Mr. Lawrence 
having made up his mind that the disease 
was malignant ; and being about to leave 
town, requested Mr. Lloyd to remove the 
limb on the following Saturday, should he 
concur in the propriety of the operalicn, 
The inlumesmice and’ inflammation of the 
arm having, in some degree, subsided, and 
the opening having acquired a somewliat 
healthy appearance, Mr. Lloyd got .'Messrs. 
^ incent, Earle, Staiih y,Skey, and W orraald, 
to see it, wiio all agreed that, at any rate, the 
operation, at that time, ought to be deiermi. 
Though, for some lime afterwards, the appa- 
rent healing apitearance gave some hope ol 
saving the limb, yet, of lute, decidedly in- 
curable symptoms manifested themselves. 
In performing the operation, Mr. I.loyd 
made a single flap of the integuim-nU, con- 
cave on the internal, and convex on the ex- 
ternal aspects of the arm, that the cicatrix 
might not be opimsed to tiie stunq) of the 
bone. 'J’ije flap consisted piintipaliy of ti.e 
integnnieiits, and he preferred making tiie 
convex part of the flu]! on the externa! sur- 
face, in conseipit nee oi its greater thicknesu. 
He left scarcely any muscle to cover (lie 
bone, objecting to a jnu.SLuIar flap. The 
patient is doing well. 


\V E S T M 1 N S T I : U H 0 .S P I T A 1.. 

AMl’UTATtON. 

Chuistopheh Stant, 37 years of ago, 
came m2lith Nov., for the purpose of having 
his leg amputated by Mr. White, About a 


year ago, be became subject to what is po- 
pularly termed “ white swelling.” Leeches, 
foineniations, cupping, blisters, &:c., were 
resorted to without eflect. Pus w’as secret, 
ed within the capsule, and an opening w’as 
made for its exit. The man being of a scro- 
fulous habit, his health gradually declined 
until Ills admission. 

A profuse discharge of offensive matter 
proceedfd from the joint, and two sinuses 
extended up the thigh, nearly ns lar as the 
troc banter major. The probe did not indi- 
cate caries, but the nature oi the discharge 
aflbrds strong evidence of its existence. 

On tlie tith instant, Mr. White performed 
the operation. The man was placed in the 
usual posture, and n tourniquet was applied 
by Mr. Harding ; the circular incision was 
begun about the middle ot the thigli ; the 
first cut penetralod a sinus, which contained 
about two ounces of matter. On dividing 
the femoral artery, u jet ‘d blood issued out 
with sucli force as to go over the operator s 
shoulder. Sir Anthony Carlisle immediately 
jumped from his seat, and screamed out,— 
i “The artery is bleeding! the artery is 
bleeding I Stop it, for God's sake, Mr, 
White, or tlie man will die under your 
hands! Stop it, or he will bleed to dealli 
before our eyes ! ” hlr. W' bite, fortunately, 
did not participate in the alarm of the 
“ humble” knight, but, with great coolness, 
laid hold of the artery with his tinger and 
thuml), and immodiutcly secured it, observ. 
ing, “ That there wus 'uotliiiig which a sur- 
igeon ought more to be ou Ids guard against 
j than sudden panic ; indulgence in such a 
i wcaknes.H (he observed) might lead to se- 
I rious consequences, and would certainly in- 
j capacitate every surgeon from the efficient 
i practice of his profession.” The limb being 
j uideinatose, the assistant had mistaken the 
I ))t)sition of the femoTid artery, uiul placed 
' the tourniquet ou the outside. Dossils of 
; lint were introduced between the flaps, to 
I prevent adhesion, and facilitate suppura- 
ition. 

I On Ir.sjiecting the joint, the whole of the 
I curti!;.ges were, found ahsorlied, except a 
jvery small spot on the outer cuiidyle. All 
i ilie’ avliculatnry surfaces were in a carious 
' state ; the ligaments wore very much thick- 
;eni-d, jtrereiiliug an albuminous nppeur- 
j aiice. 

Dee. go. d'lie slump appears liealtby, but 
the general ajipvunmce of tbe man fore- 
bodes .the development of phthisis. 

Samuel IMckeriug, Ectat. 29, admitted SGtIi 
March, luVif, under the. care of Dr. .lolin 
Ifright. He slates, tliat he has been sub- 
ject to pidpitatious for the lust year, which 
were aggravated hy a cold caught on a jour- 
ney iu wet weatiicr, ubovit three month. s 
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ijisIases of 

ago. He has been bled five times, with 

temporary advantage. 

The increased action of the heart is evi- 
dent, both to the eye and ear ; the impulse 
is fell in all parts of the thorax, and the 
sound so loud, that the contraction of the 
auricles cannot he perceived. I'he noise 
and force of each systole are more palpable 
between the 6th and 7th ribs, than at the 
base of the sternum, or in the clavicular 
regions. He is fatigued by the slightest 
exertion ; feels pain occasionally across 
tfie chest, and bus a troublesome cough 
difficult respiration at night ; lies most 
easily on the left side ; when on the right, 
the dyspnoea is distressing. Pulse 96, full 
and strong; countenance natural; tongue 
clean ; bowels costive. To be bled to 16 
ounces ; a bolus of calomel and antimony, 
with subsequent aperients; 15 minims of 
tincture of digitali.s, twice a day, in muci- 
lage. 

April Piider the use of these medi- 
cines the symptoms, w’ith little variation, 
meliorated, until to-day, wdieu they became 
as violent as ever. Bleeding to ten ounces ; 
a blister to the region of the heart ; and a 
pill, composed of two grains of «ligitalis, 
three grains of ])ow(lered squills, and one 
grain of opium, three times a day. 

April 9. The continued use of the digi- 
talis has produced an eifeet. Pulse weak, 
irregular, and intermitting ; profuse, perspi- 
ration; nausea; sw'imming in ilie bead; 
cough relieved. The following mixture pre- 
scribed : — 

Laudumim, twenty- five drops ; 

Aromatic canfection, two drachms ; 

i'innpovtid iiticture of cardamoms, four 
drachms ; 

Ctnnainon water, six ounces ; 
take a tuhle-spoonful occasionally. 

May He soon recovered from the de- 
pressing ellVcls 111 digitalis, and resimn'd its 
use in siimilev doses, with no permaiiert 
change. 'I'he man occasionally eoiujdaiiied 
of an oppressive sense of debility, but to- 
day the dyspnma has much increased. Knch 
impulse *of the heart shakes the whole 
body, and its sound may bo hoard at a yard’s 
dist'anco. He lias inteaso pain at the pra*- 
cordia. Pulse hard, and bounding; bled to 
eight ounces ; a blister to the chest, and the 
following motlicine. 'fake of 

Colchicjm wine, six drachms ; 

Eps,!m salts, six drachms ; 

Infusion of senna, eight ounces. Mix. 
Take an ounce llirice a day. 

2.). CrussanionUun hiirKnl ; serum copious 
pain relieved ; respiration less laboured; 
Pulse softer. Pill of soap and opium, ten 
grains, at bed time. 

i7. Increase of strength, and fulness of 


THE HEART. 

] pulse ; great dyspufca and orthopnoia ; anx- 
1 iety ; great pain at the base of the sternum. 

I He was bled, at Lis own request, to eight 
: ounces, which w'as attended with immediate 
1 relief ; sleeps in the sitting posture, 
i "28. Crassamentum scanty, friable, and 
IbuiFed. Puke 88, soft, thrilling; some 
Idyspiura and cough ; perspires freely ; 

' bowels act regularly. Continues the col- 
, chicuin. 

June 10. The case gradually assumed a 
more favouniblUi aspect till this day, when 
; the pain, and other untownird symptoms, re- 
: appeared. He was bled to ten ounces. 

13. Although relieved by the lastabstrnc- 
.tion of blood, there. is great pain in the 
.thorax; dyspnoea; bruit de sou^t, dis- 
tinctly audible without the stethoscope. He 
; is incapable of lying down . 
j Bled to twelve ounces. Continues the 
colcliicum medicine. 

17. Scarcely any relief experienced from 
the last bleeding. 

j A blister to he applied to the sternum. 

‘26. Great pain of chest and abdomen ; 
inqiulse more and more forcible. Pulse KXi. 

Venesection to six ounces. Continues 
the colcliicum mixture. 

July 6. Gradually became worse ; occa- 
sional expectoration of blood. This morn- 
ing, live o’clock, on making an ellort to 
reach the close-stool, he suddenly' lost all 
sense and power of moving. The face be- 
j came livid ; pnpils dilated ; respiration ster- 
torous ; both temporal orteries were imme- 
diately^ cut. He exjdred in a few minutes 
after the commencement of the paroxysm. 

Sectio Cadaveiis, thirtif hours after death, 

'J'he mucous membrane of the larynx w'as 
rough and thickened ; the trachea and bra- 
cliiii! of pretty natural appearance, except 
; that the smaller branches of the latt^'r con- 
tained a few' clots of blood, and much in- 
jspi.^satcd mucus. The. lungs /crepitated, 
inearlv throughout; they did not become. 

I collapsed on opening ilie thorax, and were 
j found engorged w'illi bloody serum, which 
I flowed out in great quantity when the lung 
was cut into. 'J’lie. braiiches of the pulmo- 
nary artery appeared diluted. The heart 
was found of enormous size ; at its base, the 
dinmetor w’as six inches, the circumference 
tifteen, and from the tip of the right auricle 
to the apex of the left venuicle, were seven 
inches ; none of the cavities were greatly 
dilated. The walls of tiie left ventricle 
were, })rohably, an inch and a half thick ; 
all tlie valves appeared healthy, except the 
senii-Uuiur valves of the aorta, which wore 
thickeiu'd, and puckered ni) iuto fringed 
edges. The infier membrane of the arch of 
the, aorta was tinged witii a deep blush, 
rough, and tiiickened, and containing nume- 
rous min lie ossilic points ; the area of the 
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vessel was not enlarged. The abdominal occasional aperients and nutritious diet. A 
viscera appeared healthy, except the liver, quantity of pus, which had bagged in the 
which was of larger than ordinary size. common tegument, opposite the transverse 
ridge of the occiput, was let out. 

'1‘lie patient continues to improve. 

BRUISES AND FRACTURES. All ubscess formed under the clavicular por- 

tion of the great jiectoral muscle, wliich while 

Jacob Burkitt, aitac. 45, a mason, ad- it lasted greatly inconvenienced liira, but 
mitted October 11th, with severe injuries, which has now entirely disappeared. He is 
occasioned by the falling of a brick wall, allowed eight ounces of wine daily, and 
There was a wound of the scalp three inches food ad libhum both in quantity and kind, 
long, a little higher than t*'ft pinna of the L)ec. 17. Convalescent. I'he wounds of 
left ear ; about a square inch of the tegu- ilie scalp have healed, and the hones of the 
ment was detached from its conue.xion with clavicle and forearm have united without 
the parietal bone. The left clavicle was deformity. He walks about with the help 
fractured about its middle, and severe ' 
bruises existed over the deltoid and pec- 
toral muscles. The 5tli and tith ribs of the 
leftside, and the 5tli, 6th, and 7 th of the 
right were fractured near their angles. The 
ulna was broken about a third of its length .lames Bingley, oO years old, brought in 
from the head of the olecranon. A contused l.oth October, with a strangulated scrotal 
wound laid hare the external condyle, but hernia. The tumour was of extraordinary 
did not communicate with the joint. Conn- size. The usual symptoms of strangulation 
tenance pale; pupils contracted; respira- weie present. J'lie man liad hud reducible 
tiou unequal; pulse small and weak; ex- hernia for eleven years, which at four o’clock 
tremifies cold. The wound of the scalp was in the ufieruoon ju’eceding his admission, 
closed with a suture, aud simply dressed ; a descended much larger tliaii usual, and be- 
baudage applied round the body ; the frac- came excessively painful. Clysters, warm 
tured forearm treated in the customary man- baths, bleeding, and the taxis, being of no 
ner. One ounce and a lialf of brandy was avail. The “ imilior,” assisted hy Dowager 
then given. Six hours after admission, he Lynn, determined to enact the operation, 
hud partially recovered from collapse ; pulse Before commencing, the operator, by cer- 
8U, moderately full ; pain of head and chest, tain fidgetty movements, evinced cousidera- 
Brandy di.scontinued. An ajierient dose! hie uiixkty, occasioned prohiihly by the re- 
adrniniatered. V.8. ad ^xij. j colliM fiou of a iirevions disastrous case. 

Oct. 15. The iiiHammatton w’hich occur- ■ Tlie lirst cut and the subsequent dissection 
ed in the forearm, was allayed by the appli- i were performed with suflicieiit precision, 
cation of leeches and fomentation. The ; The transj-arent sac being brought into view, 
splints are removed, and the limb remains; was opened, and its contents were seen to 
unconliuetl. : consist of the ti’ansverse arch of the colon, 



y, j'.M. 'l ire greater part of tlie wound and the whole of the inferior omentum, 
in the head having healed by the first inteii- ; The stricture was divided freely, but all 
tioi!,a puffy erysijjelaious tinnefactiou of the ; tJjc efforts of the operator were insufficient 
entire scalp supervened. Mr. Guthrie made j to return tlie protruded viscera. The open- 
three incisions down the cranium. One i ing in'iO the abdomen was again and again 
three inches and a half in length in the j enlarged, .so that the, operator's three 
course of the sag.ttal suture, the other two ; fiiiger.s, which are none of the thinnest, 
at a right angle with the first, and of t.hei could easily ])ass into tlie belly, hut as fast 
same length, extending from the corona ca- ! as one portion was returned another pro- 
pi tis towards the ears. Uu introducing the j traded. 1 he patient had now been fifteen 
finger, a fracture of the left parietal bone j minutes on the table ; the omentum was quite 
was perceptible. About sixteen ounces of cold, ami the ejiiploic veins w'ere distended 
blood, and some jms, freely flowed from tlie to the utmost. 5Jr, Guthiic, who complained 
gashes. Calomel and colocy-nth ; salts and of the perpetual struggles of the patient, re- 
senna. .signed, with some slight ehagrin, his post to 

17. Considerable discharge of pus. Tu- j Ids ancient colleague. This Nestor of sur- 
mefactiou of scalji lessened ; has slept well ; ! geoms had actively as.sisted in the operation ; 


the fever has declined. Mr. Gntlirie again lie carefully e.xnmined the situation of parts, 
divided the scalii so as to connect the Ion- and, with considerable dexterity, returned 
gitudiiiai with the transverbc incisions, kmirkle by knuckle into the abdomen, not 
About four ounc es of blood trickled away. withdrawiug the pressure of the linger, until 
18. Much relieved by the last incisions, each succediug portion of intestine was 
Pupils natural ; pulse 104. Ordered to pushed S ) far on us to prevent the regress of 
take sulphate of ciuiuiue three times a day, iu predecessor, 'i’he operation was com- 
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pleted in the usual manner. On being put 
to bed, an enema of salt and gruoJ was ad- 
ministered. In the afternoon, pain and ten- 
derness of the abdomen supervening, he w’as 
bled to twenty ounces. Under antiphlogis- 
tic treatment, all unpleasant symptoms dis- 
appeared. 

10. Convalescent. 


HOPITAL ST. ANTOINE. 

EX T R A ■ t) TER I N E Vll EO N A Nt'Y . 

Augustine M., aetat. 2S?, of a strong and 
plethoric constitution, had, about a year be- 
fore her admission, miscarried in the seventh 
month of gestation. Since that time she 
Lad enjoyed pretty good Jiealtb, and become 
pregnant for a second time. In the fourth 
mouth she began to complain of pain in the 
loins, and general debility, vvhich appa- 
rently slight symptoms hud existed for no 
more tlian two days, when, on the moruiug 
of the loth of October, she awoke with a 
ver}' violent pain over the whole abdomen ; 
site w’us inimediutely brought to the Hospi- 
tal and jflaced under tlie care of M. flayer. 
Her countenance was pale, and expressive 
of the greatest anxiety ; the lips were livid ; 
tlie tongue moist ; the abdomen swollen, 
and very tender on pleasure, especially at 
the sides. The us uteri was neither painful 
nor dilated ; the uterus was somewhat en- 
larged and lender : the fmlse was scarcely 
to he felt ; llie extremities were cold, and I 
liie patient had freiiuent attacks of syii- j 
cope, in the afternoon of the same day, 
ilje symptoms still increased in violence, 
and in the evening she expired, apparently 
with all tlie signs of internal haiinorrliage. 

On examinalion of the body, nearly two 
pint.s of iluid blood were found extravasated 
in the abtlominai cavity, and a irianguLar 
cofigulum of considerable size, extending 
from the small pelvis up to the uinhilicul 
region, was found covering the lower half 
of the abdominal viscera, and, on a closer 
inspection, ajipeared to originate from the 
uterus, by means of a thick jiedicle. Tliis 
coag'ulum having been cnrefully removed, 
a fetus, live inches in length, was discover- 
ed in the left iliac region. 'J’he uterus was 
enlarged, and exhibited two luriiuur.s, se- 
parated by a longitudinal inci.siou ; that of 
the light side wu.s tlu- largest, and ruptured 
on its upper portion ; between the edges of 
this rupture, the coagulum and umbilical 
cord were inserted. T.he neck of the uterus 
was about an inch in length, and slightly 
diluted by a gelatinous matter; a probe 
being introduced from below upwards, en- 
tered the left portion of the uterus, wdiicli, 
beiug opened, was seen lined with the mem- 
braua decidua. This having been remoyed, 


the opening of the left fallopian tube was 
readily found, but not the slightest trace of 
the right lube, or of any communication 
with the right tumour, could be discovered. 
It was perfectly separated from the left half 
of the uterus by meaii.s of a septum, of about 
an inch in diameter; the tumour itself was 
eleven inches in its transverse, three inches 
in its vertical, and one inch and a half in its 
antero posterior diameter ; on being opened 
by a crucial incision, it w'ss found to con- 
tain the foetal mei|^rane8 and the placenta, 
which were somewhat protruded tow'ards 
the rupture. 'J'Jie left fallopian tube was 
healthy, but tliat of the right side passed 
tow ards the lower portion of the tumour on 
the right side of the uterus, and w’as totally 
obliterated. It appears, then, that the foetus 
w'as developed in a morbid cavity, formed 
in the substance of the uterus, having no 
communication wdth its cavity, and that the 
case belongs to those of interstitial extra* 
uterine pregnancy, wliicli wa.'s first described 
by Maurideau, Schenout, and Albert.->-Joi(rn. 
Hebdomad, 


HOTEL DIEU. 

LITHOTOMY. 

N. R., about 50 years of age, bad been 
in the habit of evacuating calculi of consider- 
able size w’itb bis urine, till within the laiJt 
ten years, when, this discharge having 
ceased, he hud suffered much from dysuria, 
and violent pain in the bladder and glands. 
When exammrdby M. Dupuy’iren, a sound 
could scarcely be made to enter the bladder, 
at the neck of which it was arrested by u 
hard substance. A finger introduced into 
the rectum, discovered a solid body of con- 
siderable size, which could also be felt by 
pressing on the hypogastrium, and was 
apparently' about two inches in diamete’*. 
The patient was almost constantly in pain, 
and obliged to make w'ater every five mi- 
nutes. The operniion having been decided 
on, w'as performed in the following manner: 
— A stafl', curved only for about an inch at 
its extreinitv, wois introduced, and carried 
between the stone and the bladder, so that 
its groove could he fe Jiby the finger in the 
rectum ; an incision, if an inch and a half, 
having been made iii the perineum, and 
ibrough tlie sjjhincters, a bistoury' was in- 
serted iulo the groove of the staff, and 
earned on, so as partially to divide the 
neck of the bladder. 'Jlirough this opening, 
tlie double hthotome cache wa.s introduced, 
and, by retracting it, the bladder W'aa 
opened transversely to a considerable ex- 
tent. M. Dupuytren then grasped the stone 
with the forceps, and, while, an assistant 
forcibly depressed the hyTiogastrium, tried 
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to extract it. This, however, after many 
fruitless attempts, he found impossible. The 
patient was therefore removed from the 
table, and put into the warm bath ; a few 
hours afterwards, 24 leeches were applied 
to the hypogastrium, and the warm bath 
was repeated j in the evening he was bled, 
and placed a third time in the bath. On 
the following morning tlie pulse was very 
full and strong ; tiiere was no shivering, 
any febrile excitement, or pain of the abdo- 
men, but the patient t!!^niplained of sick- 
ness, and pain in the rectum. On the third 
day the iliac region became painful, the 
nausea continued, the patient was in a state 
of the greatest debility, and complained of 
much paiu in the wound. The stone being 
found to have descended a little, a vertical 
incision was made in tlie bladder by a 
probe-pointed bistoury, and, after several 
fruitless attempts, it was at last extracted. 
It was of an oval form, two inches and a 
quarter in its largest diameter, had an 
even surface, and weighed five ounces and 
grains. After the extraction the patient 
complained of great debility, the pulse was 
very small, the countenance pale, &c,, and 
he died on the fourth day after the ope- 
ration. 

On examining the parts in question, the 
cellular tissue of the perineum was found 
infiltrated with pus; the bladder, being 
small, thickened, and of a fungoid appear- 
sincp, presented some trac^-s of old ulcera- 
tions; the kidneys contained a great num- 
her of cysts, of the size of a filbert, filled 
with pus and adipocerous matter. 


nnoNcnocELK, 

Benj. Chavre, a native of Savoy, eight- 
teen yeers old, of a lymphatic constitution; 
had, from his fifteentii year, when he at- 
tained to puberty, been affected with bron- 
chocele, which soon reached such a size as 
to produce considerable dyspnrna, frecjuent 
attacks ofsuffocation and hoarseness. Being 
admitted into the Hotel Dieu, the tumour 
was found so large as to occupy the whole 
space between the middle of the neck and 
the clavicles ; it was formed of two lobes, 
and lifted up by the pulsation of the caro- 
tids ; in its substance, also, an alternating 
enlargement was visible during the arterial 
expansion. The general heallh of the pa- 
tient not being affected, lie was put under a 
course of iodine, of the tincture of which 
he took from si.'t to ten drops daily, 'i'he 
tumour gradually subsided, its lobes be- 
came more distinct, the voice more natu- 
ral, and the difficulty of respiration ceased 
altogether. It is •worthy of remark, that 
under the use of iodine, the genitals be- 
came, as it were, atrophic, and that erec- 
tions and pollutions to which the patient 
had formerly been very subject, were never 
observed during this time. — La Cliunjiie. 


The Letter from Glasgow in our next. 


COxNTENTS. 

Mr. Blundell on the Gravid Uterus, and 
on the Diseases of Women and Cliil - 
dreu.— Lecture IX. Of some of the 
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LECTUTILS 


wlio told me tliat she knew, from expe- 
rience, that if she were to take but two or 
three grains of calomel she. would be com- 
pletely under the mercurial influence, and, on 
a more minute inquiry into all circumstances, 
t found this to be correct. On the otlier 
hand, now and then you meet with patients 
that you can scarce bring under the mer- 
curial action, under any administration of 
the blue pill ; and, consequently, as the in- 
fluence of mercury is produced in some con- 
stitutions with such surprising facility, and 
as there are some refractory constitutions 
which so powerfully resist its operation, you 
ought to ])roceed with no little caution, un- 
less you are acquainted with the constitu- 
tion of your patient. 

Hean-Burn , — With very severe heart- 
burn, women, when pregnant, are sometimes 
afl’ected ; great heat of the stomach, n great 
deal of pain, accompanied witli a drawing 
which seems to approximate the pit of the 
stomach to the sjiine, with juiin shooting 
througli the body, from the sternum to the 
points of the blade-bones. Vomitings are 
apt to occur, and very strong acidities may 
he eructated, so acrid indeed, in some cases, 
that they may produce heat and excoriation 
in tlie back part of the month. When you 
have sympioms of this kind, concurring 


GRAVID UTERUS, AND ON THE DISEASES 
OF WOMEN AND CllILDllEN. 

DELIVEllED AT GUV’s HOSPITAL BV 

DR. BLUNDELL. 

LncTUkE X. 

Biaeafies of Gestation concluded, — Dyspepsia, 

Or KING pregnancy, patients are somo- 
times ufl'ected with dyspepsia, to be treated 
on the same general principles as a dyspep- 
sia, apart from gestation, though the follow- 
ing remarks may be worth your considera- 
tion ; — In dyspepsia, purgatives are not in- 
frequently ullvised, nor ought we to forget 
that the milder should be used in the cases 
to which w'e are here referring, especially iu i 
women known to be prone to miscarriage. 

1 have seen a miscarriage induced, appa- 
roiiily, iu consequence of a moderate dose of 
calomel, to wdiu h, on one occasion, I gave, 
assent ; the symptoms seeming to demand it. 

Emetics, too, may he required lu these cases; 1 with much acidity, there can he no doubt 
hut they should never be used without alas to the nature of the disease ; and after 
clear neeyssily cim he established, ami ihi* i clearing the bowels, winch maybe tieces- 
milder lire to he. pieferred. 1 am not sure 1 sury, antacids way be properly enough vni- 
that there is so much 'hiuger from the ine imnistered. Lime, chalk, soda, magnesia, 
of euirtu'.H wiiich are acuve ns Ir on active I muv all he employed in their turns, — 
purgative.*?, for it m eertnin that women, j chalk, if you wish to shut up the lube — 
tliiruig gestation, sometimes hear vomiting j magnesia, if you wi.4i to <»peu it. .Among 
and relehi.ig S'i,rprliiiu.ily well, as iti those our van.ms antacid composfitious, there i.s 
spontaneous mornitiv;' .iimeks of which I WMSjom: form wlucli has been recommended by 
yegterduv irenting. In dyspepsia you may j Denman, and oliiers, and, using it 

iU*em it necessary to have ifconrsc to the i on their uuthoriTy, I have trieti U with tarn- 
blue piU, luul otiior s'lmiUir irmedu'S, ami siiierulde advtnUuge : -ttne drachm of the 
in tliese car.e;t vou must ho vny curetul ■ liuint magnolia, one dvachm cf the aqui 
that it do not give rhi.* to lciv h -th ilcgri-e j ammovu.v Viorir, tliiio ouiu es of the tUp.K 
of Attliviitioii, hf'CHUso, mv I havi- just been (ih- M innamcni, and t;\c uml n l ad’ o:" sim d; 
sorvuvg to y;. II, more e%pru-iit:ly where ther ' | waiei*; ihrse. arc t^> he mixinl, aa i thi‘ ]\a 
ia a proiUMiev)* to «i tbv iogher dc- i I irut mv\v take two lahU: spon.ui ? i>r tin 
grec!* of tnereuiud ex; iuum-ut me supp-.' ti ; muUirc wWvwYet the sy mete ms me luos 
to occasjon it. Nor let st be inigoilen. that j uislres».in;;, 

thin remedy vanes much in lU eirect mi { FoAtidtom Taii;e. AViih fistidious lasten 
difl'criint porsouiti. 1 yesterday saw a la’iyjyour patieuttf me occiuiunaily asjsttiictL 


No. 
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and woTnon, BOinotimos, have n lonjin" for ! womh ia the earlier neiiod of gestation, if 
c+ rtain kinds of food, mul, more fre- i she lie on a sofa she is relieve d, and ut llie 
quejilly, they become the subh'cl of an- ; eml of three or four inoullus, wIhmi the 
tiputhies; these, indeed, nre more common ; womb, ao(|uiring a larjer bulk, fimls rest, 
tlian the forniev; some, nheu gravid, can- ! upim the brim, a compicte cure may be ob- 
net bear sie^nr, some biittei'. some tea, some ; taint’d. In rarer cases, bowevi-r, the pelvis 
^vii>e, u:id so on. Of tbese fastidious tastes beii;!;' of vei'v large size, ibe womb nmti- 
l have to remark, that when ibey can be nues to desceiul, atul tlien the bort/.ontal 
gnttiiied, 1 think v/e ought bv all means to posture, and peilcuis a pessary, may be 
c -ncedi-, more especially with lespect t.i resorted to; though I believe it is very 
nntipaiiiies. I do riot think a woman ought sebioTii t'uit a pessurv becomes necesaary, 
to be ridiculed, or urged,- h tie u.-e of thoH’ uiul caulion must uec.aupany its usio la 
things to whicli she ft els a strong and in- ; some cases, too, tluMvomh bein<; down in the 
gurmoantable repugnance ; of fein ii expert ’ pelvis, remairis and grows there, and makes 
Kieitis i cannot npprovt — wii) should we ' a str.mg impression ou the surr iumiing and 
lurike tlieni i Kveu in animals wo.ieh, to tie ; coKiiguous viscera, and hvconu's inearee- 
tiiem jusUo*', are free fr-om a!Y'*{ lat»on, con- : rated in the cavity of the pelvis. Kt len- 
8i»iciiiJU8t’ha!mt:«ofiaBie are ohservtulduriug ; Tion of urine coii: urs. hi such eases, a 
gestation. Tiiis change lieconu .smaiufest, um cHlbeter, small and Hat, may, with proper 
« high deg-r«e, ui the rabbit, than which no | cauii ni, be introduced inti' the Iniuhier, and 
nriimal can be more clearly of Uerhivorou^ tiie urine being drawn, to the amount of 
nature, for the rabbit in all caaes, after de- two or ihiee pinls, fiutlicietit room may be 
livery, devours the auer-hirth, that is, ii uuuic for the aseenl of the ut- i-ns; after 
becomes carnivorous; awl 4hm, I suppose, which, by a little welbdiiected iireasure 
is liu' reason wbv ilie so often destroys lier upon the os ulen, tie* womb imic he j uhlua! 
young akso ; for, tinding the ])bicenui a veiv ; above t’te brim. \\ lien once replaced, the 
delicious morsel, she is afterwards wnpciitJii j womb is lu^t likely to destemi airoh ; tor 
to aitncK ami devour her ynimg too. Now, • the very eondiTiiUis ef tiu, case impls limt 
in tiie same manner as imimais heeumc Uic \ the uleius is grown to.i large to admit of <'Uj.y 
snbpM't of the-'- evtraordtnary up^* tiles, j lodgement ui the j elviii, so t;i.tt if the 
wome:i ills,! nriv have ibeir apjiuliie*, in- j be coifmed fora week or two to liic }.om. 
dueneed by certain (. htinyes of the nervous | zoo lal ’posture, the womb meantime gr ov- 
system. rt*sulti5ig from gestation, and ibuM' ‘ img, siie hecoiucs secuied, in lonsetpionn , 
liierefire. llse w tin. of nature, ought nev'.T j aicai«est anv fmlie r iiltuck. 
to be lii.reasotiably ojiposcd. j HiwiuriiKn; ih very eomuiton in the muiioror 

-In the earlier scid miudh- ' rniddlcp -riou.s oi i.<'stution,(!yi4uria, perhaps, 
jH’ritni?' of pregnanev, co;istt{»a;u'ii is bs nu ; .uconi{<»ny;n|:. J iusarises Jk in thn-ee.auses; 
jDfiuie li- C'jnuuoji ; ami, by Some, thus state • lie* fiitt. n certain irrimbiiiiv ubmil the 
of liu* h jiiy has been nsserte-l lu be loisniul 1 neck of the bladder, d'-iivtd, perlmji:-!, Itom 
to grif t*, itiriii. if liif boweU are 0 |HUU.<i wai. ■ the ui; los pr-oinoiny n tcuerui:-. in spu-m ; 
rc'juiatitv oiKe in tl.- dav, oi tbr-'e timrs it; I the .second, a bi iinng of the utetmi ujmu 
llie two dav.s, pirohably tids is ali liiat js iir- j the tieik of this organ, tin* thiTii, (i de* 
ceitsarv to w cure ibe patieut » beaUh. 1 ri •- jficeot o! the ut'-nis, litongb but a iitile wey, 
neraih , howeyff, recornmen'l tiiiit tio- 1> .w- : un-ii.T which a brings down tiie vagina 
cU slioriiil !>" opened more fr-.-tjut iitl) ahou’ - ami un tiiru, winch is in tounexioii with 
a ferlj.igiit Iv-for'* li'-dvery i« expected to j the vmgdia, suites to dnit.irt it iiiui o!>sin!i't, 
take place, heauise then 1 think, tin* bowels : i io*.se I helitvt- u> In- the more iii;iue»iiate 
being tbf<r ,>iigiiiv ciemed, the ijelivery mii\ mauses of tiie dist use, mid l»I eilin-g Iroiu the 
be remierefi more easy, and fr’*'*d oi .houo- ■ arm, lee? lien ii»e s\ti!pi)y>i> pulii.s, 

iiiCOnvr fuetitejii. It a prone, ness to coi.hti ■ ; of tie- g<'nilals, am! the p .rls 

patio:) e-ixt, ‘'ome ja:<ativi.- rhould be ut laiinve, (.ontim-uient to tiie norizuiitid jo'M- 
luKui to f guiate ihe lotestin;.! liJ/-. if ilu- ■ lure, ami drink. ag veiy fteeiy of the dilu- 
be iviuia:, rh-jbaib ni.r, be pres.;Ti!i. d, ’eiits, so as to tiiiute the urine, iiiav, 1 ibiuk, 
With som" fiinait .j’mmtity of euimm-l ; if tu be hi<,keii upon u.^ praicipii! remedies, iSoda 
rsiUrr f ii may be preferred. .'I'uit.s , anti lu.i ursi may he trieti, 
are colli ami d ituienf. j Calrului *n (In: /ffatbit!/', dutins; prcgHaiU V, 

l^rntluji' ^ ( tfn \\ itii prolapsu* uter(, ;i« rxc'-iMiuigly rare , yet Ibiu, however, 
patients nre !i,omeijme« afiecicd lii the ear- ; does Ot.cur ocraiionnllv. i here show you n 
lier ami mnidie parts of gf slaliou, but more ; taiculua of the ontmary size ; but in ihtt 
t Ommonly if! the enrii-r. Itjev have a feel- ■ bladdet a cjiIcuIuh may fona, even larger 
iiigaiU sornethingw'onW issue irotti the b»:M!y,: tba na pullets egg, and such an one I waa 
with bearing and at lung arr .sr, the sacrum, ; shown by a very execllefil practitioner, Mr, 
and sometimes over the front of the abdo- ; I ippi**, of Mitchnnw I bui stone was re* 
rneo. in the greuter number of emm, where , moved from a woman mipposed to iabotir un* 
the {mticiit Uboara under n doscoftt of ilte I dtrr ctmeer tl tbo Uai«, the symptoms btitig 
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produced by tins great calculus. A calculus digestive organs and nerves. In dry cough, 
of v(‘ry Binull size would, most probably, not paregoric elixir, to the amount of a drachm, 
occahTon uny material iiiconvttnienrc during will sometimes give i»resent relief. The 


delivery, but, if larger, it might obstruct 
parturition ; and the hhulder twv, being 
<:om}?resst (1 and bruised brtweeu the calcu- 
lus on tile one hand, and the head of the 
fo tus on the other, u slough of the vMgina 
niifi cervix vesit-.v' might en.%ue. In a. I case-, 
where the talcnlus :s large, it is very de- 
sirable that it shon'd betaken away before 
(bdivery occurs. Now, by the operation of 
litbotornv. it may be lemovrd, or more 
wifely, peibape, by diUitalion of the urellira ; 
«n ojiciHUon which Ims, for liie twenty 
years, been recoimn* ndcii irwia this than , 
ami which has, of lu(“, been adj.iitted into 
more general jtractice. 

.I«n«t7nc. — ill pregnancy, your patients 
flr<* sometimes affecud wjtii jaundice in the 
iinddh c r lat'.er period, and » sort of jaun- 
dice wiiich is t!i be referred to ;gestj:ion 
us its cause. Whetc it merely arises from 
gestalaei. ,t j« to be liScnbtMl. I prciiuine, to 
liu: {trc&siire oi' the uterus, wbicdi, not com- 
ing in cold act itself with the Inhary duct-s. 
II. .iV, however, press otlier parts, the. iutes- l 
tmes, for example. ii ;.unst them, Al<ieli'| 
viov they ate euied, for the pressure is then i 
taken oil tin* ducts ; and even befortM.leli- 1 
very, tins sort of jaundice jiiuy cease about) 
the ijib or ‘hh rn -nth. fi»r tb*- womb ttii'.arg- 1 
ing in ns .'ize, and aitcring, pi Hiaps, in its 
shape, gels a beuriip;; on other parts than ' 
tin' binary dut ts, u.nl lio'se canals becom- 
ing pervious, the gall escape.;! into the in- 
les'ines, and the yellowness disapjieurs. 

/iiyyjonivj. — In pregmmry, wUeris the si- - 
imuh is diseased, oi wlter--!; \ our patient is 
lugliiv bvslerif.td, .siie uiny berome a;VeeCr u 
w itii dyspmea ; and ilie attacks M;uy be sod- 
den, and ulanu her ao much, us to tive her an 
irnprcHki-'U that she is going to die ; nor is 
paipitaiis-n infreijneiii, uini, imh j-.i, thesis 
lll'.j^t probably ihe nud'e cuimedlnte cf.n.sc of 
liie drst'iise. Mi;s diM ,ise is more aljiinnu;.’ 
than dangerous; it scuii'eiy ever dcstr.-y.v 
liie, ttoni-,;! , owing to a iiisotib-rlv acfi ni of' 
the lieiu t. it luttv jijodut c eej .. lU .ns ot 
iainljng niul dciuii. Opojiu. if ‘or, and 
otlo r rejin dies of that aie caicnlali il 


hydrocyanic acid, to my mind, deserves a 
trial, tiiongh I have had but little experience 
in this nu-dicine. 

(Wnn/.shoo. - Dfning ^.r-gnanr-y, women 
.are .soiiu‘ti’n'‘s atV-cted with convniftions, a 
.iisease I lon-ddi ml very birg-iy in a pre- 
ci-ihng Lf-c*ur<‘. ami 1 ti.)rbi ‘ar, tl-erefore, to 
enl.-r iiito that topic again. Where con- 
viibi,.n* do i.1l ft-tMuily occur, there is 
s'-Tu*'i!ni'-.s a verv obvious tcnfii raiy to t!ie 
u'tacK, tin^bin-y of ihe bice, tiirchbing of 
the carot;-js, ft- vetv rianis in the bead, 
and. S' n.sijfions of the bruin, as if it wen- 
too large tor ilf> recfOtacic, which, imlerd, 
ill a rt rtiiin sense, it i«, in conseMuence 
of the bb od flowing into it too copitni.dv. 
U»e best remedif-!* for symptoms of this 
kind, are bleeding from tiie arm, or the 
nope of the neck, or teiiijiles, by ciiy*- 
idng-g1;js>es, or by leeclo'S, ami then the 
warm butb, with purt’'auves, p» rlmps eme- 
tics. nod. liltimaiely, when .“kin is open, 
anodvri*'s. ,I shouui not use tlie wurni butfi 
till hit“*ding had bet is prcin;, <1. 1 lie wiiole 
of this ini]tOTtant sulject we (:or.sicier<?cl be- 
fore. 

(Uontrls^kt. — Woni-m may suiiVr a^vciely 
froiu oiionialgin, in tie: c.nirsc' of pregnancy ; 
and tfiongh the teeth are ml sonmi lo im- 
pearmice. >ct. uici.t afu i: night, tie re may 
in- .severe attacks of tlKi achin:;. ao that 
whili- all the rest of I'ce fiuni' v ma cni’-vivig 
i f'H ir rv-o>e, our lnckU,*s.s patient is utoigoil 
i to gri up and {Mice tiu- c!ii'.mh, r io cool the 
; £-vsr- in. ands qtiiH the irritability umo-r w hn h 
she lalwviis. From tiio- yutit), the w iiolc jaw 
ruHV sath r severely. Tfu' evinu tion ef tin*, 
tn ih. in cii.ses of this kind, is out of the 
•juesiiun ; if tiierc are none o( l!;em nbvi- 
ousidy nllecti li, and even it a toetii w» re 
oiri'Uis, 1 .should hesitate b hue I litid re- 
eotuse to this operation, believing, BS i ilo, 
that it is iisiTibnble to a certain state of the 
nerves w iueh pTegT!;e cv prc'iinces, ruther 
than fr un li-e Otm.iitiou oftlie toath. Hiirna 
sav.-?, tlr.il m:sc.;rrii.!>e is rejmrtrd to liiive 
. feiiout-d t \frii Jlun itself. 'ilie volatile 
tincture id vttici iiiii . bark, and ( urlonate <*f 


to model iit-' the viub i.ce of the svinploins. Mrt.n . nre prim ipai i.-niedtes her,’. Would 
and wtteutioii UiOst be pmd to t)»e itiel. - tn,> urs. nie.tl s dutiiiC. be of si-rvict-' I 

W all fs-u yb oui patient iish\ be atfect* d ; w;is once caUed t-: u voting t in ek Lsviv, a 


ditritig piegiuiticv . ,ii;d here 1 don t mi Uii the 
ordimiry eatiurb. wiiich cures itself, and 
pUBaesoli in the cnuriM' of two or three days, 
but I menu niovere cougha. accomptimed with 
great afllux of bloiHl to the head, aiid atteudod 
with a great deal of pain. In tUoae cases 
wliera the abilomeu is much shuken. the 
beat remedy I kno w of i« bleeding from the 
Htm, l««t;htnga, opium, byaciultia, or other 
anodyiiea ; Usativaa may he taken to keep 
tho bowftl* Tegular, but nut to diaturb the 


Jimviuiote, tJt the other end of the town, 
sutiei’ng: Viob.M'tle with iViis disc-a.’ie. nigi.t 
iiv Js^J that she conld pet no rr.st -dl 

tile ordiunry remedo’S had h-ecu tii'.i!, in 
: ordinary do.scii, but in vuiu , I gave in-r tlu* 
.volatile tincture of vidcvian, und bark, as 
' largelv as the sianuudi would bear, and with 
the etiect of uriesting the disease, so that 
througlmiit tiie remuimier of her geatutiou^ 
I she continued rihnost entirtdy free. 

Very copious m/iivitiim wdll iometimes 
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occur during {gestation, nnd where the pa* taring the membrane and discharging the 
tio’.u has not taken one grain of nieroarv. 1 water, heenuKe in the later period of geslii- 
saw :U cu>e of this sort, which siren j;i_\ re- lion, especiaily a woman in this Bitna* 
semhied mercurial pryalisin, but the fmlor ti<in, may still carry the child the ihll 
was wanting, and the gums were not nice- lime, ant! may he otherwise in heahliv comii- 
raled ; there was inerciy the high aciioc tion ; if, however, the dropsy occasion much 
of the salivary apparatus. If the quauiitv pain and iricouvenieiice, so that something 
of saliva is not very great, the patient may must be done, the most effectual remedy 
Bwallow' it ; and in that niuuuer, perhaps, that 1 know, is to discharge llie fluid, and 
she may luoderate. Bomewbat the exhaustion, tliis mav he done by opening the mem- 
which would otherwise occur ; mv patieut, branes, either exlemsively, so ns to emit the 
how’ever, secreted the sain ; so plfiitifullv. ! whole at once, or hy making one or two small 
that ivheu she swallowed it the slomaeh ; punctures, so as to diseliarge it by degrees, 
was offended, and a vomiting ensued. ,\ow ’ the latter being the safer, though the more 
should the saliva ho formed in very large { tedious mode. A bandage should be pre- 
quantities, and should ilie sytslem suffer ’ jiared, and tightened as the water is dis- 
cousiderably in consevjuence, 1 ahouUl re- charged, otherwise syncope and coilapsa 
commend the induction of delivery, which, • may l>e produced. That of my friend Mr. 
in all prohubility, would cure the uisease ; i(.iait*kell will answer very well, 
but where the aecretian is amaller, a remedy j Your patient during gestation may auffer a 
()f this kind would not be justifiable. A j good deal, in t ouscijuenco of rigidity o/ the 
meddlesome midwifery is bad. The patient Mmm, particularly in the first pregnancy, 
did well without. The uterus growing very fast, the abdominal 

Maitodania. — In ll’.o first pregnanev, coverings do not grow in jiroporlion, and 
women may suffer a great deal of pain about Ihia produces n liistention and nnensiness, 
tlie breast called mastodynia, sometimes to bo felt particularly about the edge of the 
referrihle to a son of ttudency to iufiamma- riba, or siqipoied to arise from the slate of 
lion ; for, in the first pregnancy, a large and the bladder, and if you are thorougldy ira- 
rapid development of the breast moy oc- bued with the hepatic doctrine, the liver, of 
cur, the mamma becoming two or three course, becomes the scnpo-goal, oud blue 
times as large as before marriage. When pill is tfie medicine prescribed, 
the woman suft'ers severely from this, 1 If you can clearly refer llie pain to this 
would recommend leecluug, bleuding from over-distention of the abtlomen, and iho ri- 
the arm sparinj^ly, fomenting, and tli« gidity of its coverings, leeches over the ab- 
ordhiurv remedies for slight inflammatory j domen, poultices, and abstractions of blood 
action.* If liie disease were inconsiderable, i from the arm, will be found the best reme- 


1 should use friction, with oil, perhaps a little 
olivc-oil and camphor ; in general, jwulticfs, 
fomentations, tincture of opium, and oil 
mixed together; hut, for such cases, pa- 
tience is the best remedy. 

It wa.s observed in a preceding lecture, ] 
that women are sometimes affected with 
dropsy of the ovum, a disease which I have 
now seen repeatedly. PerhapB a pailful of 
water may collect in the cavities of the 
uterus, and under this disea-se sudden alarm- 
ing symptoms may occur. The abdomen 
may fluctuate as if fmrn ascites, so that the 
first iroproision on your mind is, that the 
dropFV is of the ])eritoncum ; there is, 
too, *Bornctiraes a great deal of pain and 
tenderness of the nhdomen ; perhaps when 
you touch It there is outcry, and independ- 
ently of the prersnre, the suffering may 
he great, ami llierc are pains as of jiarturi- 
tioi!. Suspecting what is the nature of the 
— tr(,Tii the sudden enlargement of the 
jibdoiiien, horn the reputed ]»regnancy of 
the uterus, fioui the pains arid ihe forcings, 
\i>u make your exuiuination, and when you 
isiuv, in gem Tid, ch ally feel the membrane 
lying in ibe os umri, sii;e.ady le gun to dilate. 
If the dropsy of the ovum is not tou- 
iideiablc, you are not justified ia nip- 


dio8,if, indeed, reraedios be required. 

Some women are labouring under an af- 
fection just t!>e reverse of tlm preceding, I 
mean on exceeding laxity of the abdominal 
coverings, so much so, ihatsumelimesvklu n 
they ore pregnant, the w'omb, not being duly 
supported, falls to tiuj one side or other, or 
jforw’ards, Muchitdicfisoblained from lying 
recumbent on ihesofu, but, iudependeutlv of 
this, you may BOinelimes help the patient 
by means of a well-contrived corset or ban- 
dage, which the corset-maker may be di- 
[recUnl to contrive; in general, women will 
make tilings of this sort better than tlie sur- 
geon’s insiiument maker. In short, any 
tiling that wpll give a general siqiport to the 
abdomen, and throw the bearing upon the 
spine, may be. f imul to answ'cr very well. 
.Somelinifs, besides the support which is 
given by the bandage with the corset, n very 
broad bu.sk, as it is called by women, that i«, 
a broad leaf, or lamella of steel, placed iii 
the stay over llie yielding part oi the abdo- 
men, may be found mofM or less cflectual 
in keeping the uterus in its place. 

I Fa/« /'wh/Ji — ‘Vou will now and then bo 
called to women, in tlie course of preg- 
nancy, labouring under what arc called 
falaa point ; that is, point tioiukting thi 
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parliiri<»nf, but not arising: from delivery. 
Xliosfj fiileie pains are produced from three 
causes comuionl.y ; first, they may be ])aius 
seated iu the uerves, but this is rare ; 
secondly, they may be the produce of 
spasm, of tin* biliary ducts, of tlie ureters, 
of ilie intestines, or of tlie womb iiscdf j 
and, thirdly, and most frequently, those 
pains may result from inflamruatiou, and be 
accompanied with a fever. '1 hey are kuown 
not to be. the pains of labour by their seal — 
their sensation — llieii mode of return — and 
some titties, and, in some iiu-asure, by their 
btMttji permanent, and, above all, by' an 
examination. If tbe pains are those of la- 
bour, we find that t)ie oa uteri opens and 
widens, and llic membranes protruding, and 
these being broken, the head beats down; 


was obtained. Tbo restraint of the child, 
the effective use of opium, the discharge of 
t!j« liquor amnii, and the ahstrncuon of 
blood to the amount of ten or fifteeu ounces, 
are tbe remedies to wliich I look in cases 
of this sort. Trohably the child, when born, 
will prove weakly, and may die within a few 
hours after war (is. 

LECTURES 

I os 

i MLSCULAK ACTION, AND ON THE CURE 
I OF DEI ORMITIES. 


on the other band if they are iioV.the ,,ain» . Bv SI. . SHELDRAKE, 

of parturition, probably tlie os uteri is shut, | 

and there is no bearing down ; or .should the i — — 

os uteri be open a little, we do not find an ' On Dancing, and on Us admntages to Young 
increase of the dilatation, 'I bis, you will j iclten it is scienti/icaliy taught, 

tixollect, 1 treated of more largely, when ’ 

6]>euking of natural labour, and to former » Those who affect to think that the most 
reniarks I must now refer you. Of course, ! indifferent of our actions sliould always be 
tbe treatment of false pains must vary witli ; described iu a manner which indicates tbo 
tlndr nature; but, of general means, the ' highest degree of morality, speak of dancing 
ino.-it eftecliial are bleeding, opium, and noa* I in terms that 1 shall not repeat: religious 
and tluMi. ju'ibups, the warm bath, though j fanatics apeak of it in away that is con- 
very often this is not required. Inllamina- jnected with their modes of thinking; the 
tiou may require very active remedtea, but i dealers in gymnastic exercises, as they are 
this was con.sider(^d before. ! called, nientioii dancing in terms which 


FtttalTitrljulency. — Lastly, a woman may I show that t/iey think it very inferior, iu 
suffer severely from a luibulent fmtus, t point of utility, as well as in the power of 
which kicks, nod cuffs, and plunges wdlb | exciting pleasurable sensations, to their 
viohnee, perhaps iu coiise(]Ueiice of con- 1 own exercises. Those who attend to tbt'se 
vulsion, until the woman feeh as if it j discourses, will be in a condition to judge 
w’ouhi mak(^ ns way tlirougli her body.— ; how' far those opinions are correct ; but as 1 
A lady, the wife of one of my medical ; differ in opinban, upon this subject, from all 
friends, w*us attacked severely with tbi.s those persons tliat have been mentioned, 1 
disease. IHeediug may be tried, in these shall only consider dancing as sometliing 
cu-.es, to tbe amount of a few ounces, in that eitiier has, or may have, peculiar 
ord(M to relieve and diminish somewJiat tbe effects upon the healtli, as well as upon the 
excessive a,;ita(iun winch tiie; puiii and form of those who practise it. Dancing is 
lilarni jirodnce. Djdum may be given, ac- one of the most healthy, as well as one of tbe 
cording to the effVet produced, with a view most pleasing, amusemeuts lliat has been, 
of quieting both the mother and the fmtus ; or that can be practised, by females of the 
and 1 hav(> no doubt, from iny own exptni- superior classes of society ; if it is learned 
uhmUs, that when tlie narcotics are taken, from those who are well qualified to teach 
they often get into the blood and mingle it, and practised, as il ought to be, con- 
wilb it ; ntiil this may explain to us how the sistently with the instructions by which it 
opium, taken by the mother, may operate in is taug'nt, it will contribute more to improve 
the child, for being taken into the uiMternal the healili, as well as the form, of those who 
blood 11 may pass into the placenta, and get practise it, than any other exercise. 1 nd- 
fthsoibed, through the jdaceutar pores into vaiice this decisively, because I have lately 
the vessels of the foitus. iu the worst cases, seen a book, from which 1 have extracted 
discharge the liquor amnii, for this, iu the the following passage : — 
course of a day or two, will rid the paiieui 1 have advefied to the over anxiety to 
of her troublesome inmate. In the case re- educate girls in the fascinating accomplish- 
ferrod to, inanoal restraint of the fadua meuts of music, drawing, and dancing ; ia 
afforded much relief ; an attendant at the bed the prosecution of which, they lire confined 
side compressed the ulerus,and compelled the in hot rooms, and forced into strained atti- 
foitus to lie quiet; ond under n very severe ludes for hours together ; and to the luanuer 
paroxytiR of tbifi kiud very effectual relief iu which it haa kd, in different ways, to the 
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roost distressing: circumstnncf s. If long j which the habits of the people made them 
pmeveranoe, in any habit, be sufficient to j think dancing the most important; and as 
produce distortion and deformity in the ! the French were accounted the most polish- 
spinal arrangement of adult and nthh'tlc I etl notions in Furope, the French dances 
males, it will surely he much more likely to ! were adopted by all who were desirous of 
induce them in the sickly and pniiipered emulating or iniitating tijem. In KnglHud 
children of the affluent. Though tarious they became universal. They were not 
causes may he assigned for the increased ' only adopted ns the favourite amusement of 
prevalence of tlrese coraplniiits in our own I the most polished circles, by whom they 
time, I am convinced that the relaxing ; were not only considered as a pleasing 
effects of hot rooms, and a .0 ardent pursuit amusement, but as being conducive to 
of feminine accomplishments, are th? prin- health, and to the improvement of the 
cipal ones. By admitting the elasticity of , figure of those who practised them. The 
t!ie fibrous structure, and its dispositio!! to i change of modern fashions in this country, 
stretch under certain favourable circum- 1 substituted otiiers for the dances of tin? 
fctanco’, we are enabled to underst,andif'rencl»;a!)dthosewhichhavebeen8ubsii- 
many obscure actions which are going on in ; tnied, have less desirable ]iropei tit8 than 
the animal economy, and in particular, to those which preceded them. 'Ihe writer 
fix the doctrine of S{iinal distortion upon a whose opinion 1 Love rpioted, find some 
simple and lasting foundation.’^ others, hate represented darning as inju- 

It would bo an unwarrantable display of rioua to the health of its votaries ; and as it 
false lenderneM to the writer, to use uny of will always he u favourite nmusement 
the terms that are commonly employed to while mankind are what they now are, it 
fh^scribe the writings of medical men, to will be an acceptable service to show that 
give a character to this passage; it will, the opinion which )j»»iltw been men tinned, 
imwever, be doing him justice, to me a is errontmus’}; and be done in 

term that is well umlerslood in a neigh- any way so effectuaill^, U bv tracing its 
bouring country, when tliey say a thing is principles to their very foundation, which 
all botheration ; or if he siiould pfefor an some peculisr circumstances will eijable, mu 
Englisli explanation, I would say, the whole to do very effectually, 
is a tisane of vulgar impudence that has no In tlie year 1785, ot 178J1, the managers 
foundation in truth, and has been used to of the Italian Opera intruduced at their 
confound those who only wish to know tlit theatre a number of French dancers of the 
plain meaning of plain words. This being very first claSa ; their performances were 
the case, as I shall have occasion to pay very au{:»etior to anything that hnrl been 
much attention to the writings of this per- seen in this country before, and excited a 
son, at a future period, 1 shall only eudea- great sensation in ail those perajos who 
vour, at present, to show what are the real attended the theatre. The late Mr. Birch 
effects of dancing, that those who are inte- was of the number ; his professional pur- 
rested in understanding it, may see how lit- suits induced him to examine what he saw, 
tie this persoQ knows about the matter. with ideas that were connected with his 

Dancing, as it wilt now be considered, profession ; to gratify those ideas, he had 

must be divided into two kinds; and, as the formed an intimacy with Madame Simonet, 
difference between them has not been very who was the principal female dancer of that 
carefully examined, I aliall say something group wliose performances were then so 
upon the history and peculiarities of each, popular, that he might, as be said, get from 
When the ministry of Louis XIV. found her some knowledge of the secrets of her 
that they could not subject the different na- profession. 1 was familiarly acquainted 
tions of Europe to his arms, they determin- with Mr. Birch ; and as he knew what 
ed, and were more successful in the attempt, were the objects of my pursuit, he intro- 
to obtain superiority over those nations in d need me to Madame Simonet; she told u» 
the practice of those arts which increased all that we wished to know; and, in Mr, 
the knowledge, the comforts, and even the Birch's drawing-room, she explained, by 
amusements of mankind. Besides other exhibiting in her own person, every action 
arts, they paid much attentiou to music and that she had described : by the information 
dancing; they even founded a Royal Aca- which I obtained in litis manner, I acquired 
demy of Dancing, in which that art, and a knowledge of the circumstances whicit I 
everything that related to "it, was taught in shall communicate, and which I trust will 
the most perfect manner ; it was raised to now be found useful, 
the dignity of a science; and being always Madame Himonet told ua, that in the 
so considered, became one of the most French Academy, where the w at educated 
favoured and most universal amusements of for her profession, all the pupils, beforo 
the people. they were permitted to attempt to dunce* 

As France took the lead among the na- were completely instructed in what ahe 

tions of Europe, in tdl the eiega&t arts, of called the eetrcices prl^ratetm; thkt ia, a 
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system of exercises, which endued all their 

limbs with firmness, elasticity, 

and activity; when they had acquired these 
properties, to a proper degree, they began 
to dance ; she not only told us this, but 
showed us how she had herself been taught 
to jiractise these exercises. 

She successively learned to stand flat and 
firm upon botli her feet, with her legs quite 
straight, and the whole of her person quite 
upright, but not stiff ; then to lift one foot 
from the ground, and keep it so, for some 
time, without moving any part of her body ; 
she then replaced that footon the ground, and 
raised the other in the same manner, 'rhese 
simple actions were repeated till the pupils 
were quite familiar with them; they were 
then directed to keep the body tjuite erect, 
hut not stiff, and, bearing firmly upon one 
log, to raise the other from tlie ground, 
gradually and, slowly, by bending the thigh 
at iu junction with the pelvis, at the same 
time making the knee straight, and point* 
iug the toe to its proper extent, but nr; mott. 
The foot, after it had been kept in this 
state for some time, was returned to the 
ground frotn whence it was taken, and the 
other foot treated in the same manner •* 
wdien (}uite familiarised to these actions, 
tiiey were directed to walk (march, ns some 
people will call it) slowly, peiforming the 
same motions with the feet alternately. 

Ihe next lesson yrdf to keep the foot 
turned out to a proper axleut at the annle* 
joint, (a circumstance which will be par* 
licularly explained in Si her place,) to 
raise the foot more than is necessary in 
walking, keeping the toe pointed, the knee 
stiiiigiity but muknig a semicircular niotiou 
with the hip-joint, so US to turn the log- 
out wards, and curry it round and backwards 
as tar as the luituwl dexion of the h(p*joiiit 
will allow it to go ; tin sc motions shouid be 
u. ide by each It g, lirsl nmving the toe for- 
wards and roumt till it was carried back- 
waids, and tlnu throwing the ibat out 
hackw'aids, and bringing it gradually round, 
till H is placed upon th- ground in the front. 
I'hese may be culled the cUmentary mo- 
tions of the legs; and this mode of exer- 
cising them umy, not unaptly, be oulled the 
rudiments of muse alur action, as it should 
its used in ilie prnctico of dancing. 

When the pupils wore quite familiarised 
to perform all the simple motions of the 
legs, with the greatest ease and activity, 
they were again directed to stand upright, 
with the feet cloae together, the body hria, 
erect, and motionless upon the pelvis ; and, 
in this siluatioB, they were directed to give 
every mnlion to the arms and to the hi^y, 
without stooping, that the natural structure 
of the joints, ana the natural actions of the 
sriueolea, would admit of. Xhesot as in the i 


; case of the legs, were practised with erery 
variation, till they were quite familiarised 
to them ; they tlien were qualified to go to 
what may be called their finishing exercise; 
that consisted in placing themselves in any 
attitude they were directed to, at the in- 
stant the direction was given, and to change 
from that to any other, however opposite 
it might, to the uniniiited observer, appear 
to be. To such observers, these attitudes 
micht have appeared to be strained, or 
painful ; but thej'^vre not so, because the 
previous exercises had enabled the pupils 
to perform tliem at once, as military men 
perform their maiiceuvrea at the woid of 
command, and therefore do with precision 
whai they could not have done at all if they 
had not been so iRstructed. When the pu- 
pils had acquired the power of performing 
all these exercises with due precisioTi, they 
began to practise daucing, at which w^e 
shall leave them, while we stop to observe, 
thattliese preparatory exercises being fol- 
lowed steadily by young people till they 
became natural to them, being necessarily 
kept in constant use by their professional 
pursuits, fixed upon them peculiarities that 
accompanied them tlirough life, viz., strengtii, 
activity, and health to extreme oW age. Of 
these facts J can produce many examples, 
but will only particularise two, which have 
had much notoriety. 

Garrick, after tlbe peace of deter- 
mined to improve the entertainments of his 
theatre by iiitrc>ducing better dancing tluiu 
i had been seen there ; in attempting to exe- 
i cute this scheme, he engaged a number of 
j foreign dancers, the principal of which was 
t .Nov»-rre. who was accounted the best mai- 
I tre de ballet at that time in b« iug. ila 
? was a native of Sivitz.?rland, and had been 
. t'ducaled for his proicssion in ilie Koyui 
I Acadi my nf I’ftria, aud all bis proles&i >nal 
I practice was founded upon the i rt'nch prin- 
Icijdes. 1 he public, or the party lliul called 
i itself by that spurious natue, took offence 
! at the introduction of so many foreigners 
j immediately on the teirainaiion of the war ; 
land, ns Foote wiiimaicaliv explained it, de- 
t^-rimned that no Swiss or Italian dancers 
siiould be employed on the Kughsh stages, 
fiecaum the^ haled the Fn'nrfu Parties were 
made to interrupt the performance, tore 
down tiie interior of the theatre, and tho 
uufbrtuuate foreigners w'ere driven out to 
seek their fortune wherever it could be 
found. Moat of them became teachers of 
dancing in different pans of the kingdom, 
and ended their days here. Noverre was the 
principal of these. He wna engaged as ballet 
master by Garrick, upon the destruction of 
whose undertaking, Noverre became a teacher 
of daucing of the first rank in I .oudou. where 
ho ended his days in that employment* X 
knew him well in his old age ; he was under 
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the middle size, lively, active, and with the these incontrovertible facte is, that if we, 
general manners of an accomplished French in very early life, tench young children to 
gentleman of that time. In this condition practise similar exercises, and follow them 
he lived to a great age, I think past the steadily afterwards, we shall confirm them 
age of eighty; yet no one who saw him in in excellent health, and prevent the acces- 
public, or mixed with him in society, with- sion of those evils which so often cause 


out knowing the fact, could have thought 
him to be more than sixty years old. 

The late hlrs. Garrick w'as a German, 
I think a native of Vienna; she was edu- 
cated in tlie Academy ^t^Paris, to qualify 
her for the profession ol a stage dancer, 
which she practised in Loudon, with great 
applause, for several years. On her mar- 
riage with Mr. Garrick she quitted the 
stage, and retired into tlie ease aud ele- 
gance of private life. She enjoyed an uni- 
formly good stale of health, with as much 
of the elegance of her figure as old age and 
nature could admit, together with complete 
erectness and activity, to the end of her 
days', frequently went,wit!iout a com- 
panion, to her own box at the theatre, and, 
on the last inoniing of her life, she ordered 
her box to be prejiared for tluit evening as 
usual ; but, when the time came to dress, 
she was unexpectedly taken ill, aud, instead 
of going to the theatre, laid down in her bed 
aud died that night, at the age of niaety- 
nine years. 

These, two examples of a eentinarian and j 
octogenarian of tliis profession , passing ini 
health to the extreme verge of human life, i 
may, so far as age is concerned, he thought 
Balisfactory proofs of the healthiuess of this i 
practice ; but I have, through life, been ac* 
ciistonied to see many persons of the same 
profes.siou ; I have communicated my own 
observations to many others, aud ail have 
agreed in remarking, that those who fuUow 
this profession have, very generally, excel- 
lent health, which very many of thorn carry 
into extreme old age. 'I'liis iudi-sjHituble 
fact can only be accounted for by sup))o:<iog, 
that the jrreparatory exercises which these 
persons go through, are a modification of 
what 1 have called regulated muscular ten- 
sion, or action, and the early and constant 
practice of which lays a firm foundation tor 
that high health wliich accompanies them 
through life. It is upon the siirae principh' 
onlv that we can octomit for the fact, that 


■deformity to the figure, and destruction to 
i the constitution, at later periods of life. I 
I do not propose to make every hoy a soldier, 

I or every girl a dancer upon the stage, hut 
I to adopt the principles, by the application 
i of which those persons are trained, to tlio 
; successful practices of their several occupn- 
i tioii.s, and so to modify them, that thev may 
[qualify other classes of society to follow 
jf/ii'/r diflVreut jtursnita with equal success; 

! and 1 am u<tt w’ithout hopes, that this un- 
idertaking will contribute Bometlhng tu- 
j wards producing this desirable efleet. 
j As I have said that so much advantage 
may be gained by the practice of dancing, 
it hetomes necessar) to add, that t/iat obser- 
vation is only true so far os it is appli.oi to 
that dancing which has been exclu.sivt:ly 
practised bv too 1‘iench, or hy those who 
I have received it directly ftom ilmm. Then, 
are other modes of dancing, which have no 
advantage over common exercise, and aome 
that are almost us iiijarlous to the health 
and figure as common tumhling, or tlie gym- 
nastic exercises ; of these 1 shall treat in 
their turn, but shall now' proceed to con- 
sider the Kraiich dances, Biul their efi'ects. 

The principal dance of the French was 
what they called " Le Grand Ballet Mero- 
'ique;” it was aivvajs founded iifou somB 
story of ancient history, or myihoiogy. and 
i in the representation of it were employed 
;al! the powers of painting, music, and 
I scenery, ns w'ell us such acting in dumb- 
;show us they chose to apply to it; hut 
|w*hat observalioDs are now made upon it 
I will he confined to their dancing onlv- Tlie 
[dance that was next in importance was tiie 
I Buih t Comiqiie, ou ii demi tarai trre 
the personages and practicfs tliiii were re- 
! prestoit'.'d in t!u,m Ujiproacheil more nearly 
the characters and mnuneis of ordinary 
lii'v. These daiiCf s wete executed upon the 
sf.ige to amuse the public. Their favourite 
dun es, f,r private amusemerit, were the 
minuet, cotiihon, a'lemaiide, and otlier 


Kddiers are wtdl-fornied, and alw-ays healthy, which it will not lie necessary to 
unless they are made otlierwise by accident 


or disease, i have never seen a soldier with ; It need not he denied, that, in those 


spinal curvature or other peraotial defor- ; times, what were caMed the polished roati- 
mity, or a stage liuncer, of either sex. witli uers of elfe^rU sociely, were tinctured with 
a deformed jicrson ; it is, perhaps, impossi- i a degree of fiitnialily, which no longer ex- 


ble that such things ahniild exist, for ihtv tala in the members of any class; thiaex- 
plain reason, that the exercises which they lieuded even to their omuaeinenta. Their 
begin to practise early in life, aud continue favourite minuet was so constructed, as to 
regularly through lU whole coins?, render | make ittouliun every motion that could be 
it impossible fur them to become so, \ used by elegant persons, in the superior 
The iolereuce that is to he drawn from jranhi of society ^ iui»tteceisvy coi»equeuco 



AKD /rs ADVAtJTAGES, 


437 


of tins, it was always thought that the most 
efFectuul way to acquire the manners of ele- 
gant society, was to learn to dance the 
minuet at a very early period of life, and to 
learn to dance it well* 

'I his being the case, all who desired to be 
elegant in their persons or manners, em- 
ployed much time in acquiring that accom* 
plishrneiu, niui it became an axiom in all 
the superior ranks of society, that the danc- 
ing-iuastf r was tlie best teacher of polished 
manners. That he taught the best way that 
was then known of giving tlm most elegant 
form to the female iigure, according to the 
practice and opinions of that time, is cer- 
laitily true, but though it was equady true 
that ti»e health, as well us tlu* form of tliosc 
who ufied it, was im{>rovecl hy tlje practice, 
this fact was neither known nor cared 
about. 

Kushion has caused the minuet to be laid 
aside, and dancing of a more tjuestionable 
nature to be adopted in its stead ; as, being 
necessarily, by my professional pursuits, 
compelled to tliink much upon this subject, 

I fiaturttlly formed opinions of ray own with 
respect to it. I was willing to know if 
those opinions were similar to, or dift'erent 
from, iliose which were entertained by 
others. To determine this point, 1 request- 
ed a friend to obtain for me the answer, in 
wiiiiiig, to some questions which 1 pul, in 
the same iniuiuer, to a gentleman who is a : 
very <n)inent teacher o' dancing, and who! 
is well acquainled with wliat was done in 
tlu' old, as well as in the modern, school 
of his art, and this is the answer I have re- 
ceived ; — 

“ Tiie principles of the art of dancing are 
exactly what they were, but the style is 
tdianged trora the Scotch to the French ; 
the quadrille and the waltz appear the rage 
of the day, uml, as fur as fashion is coucern- 
ed , we are .si lives. 

** 1 consider the minuet the best basis to 
groiiml the pupils on, mid they still are 
sonielimes danced ; and could 1 have my 
own wiii, in tiiis case, uil my pupils should 
dtiuce the minuet. But little is reipiired 
of a teacher of dauting ul the present day ; 
a few quadrille steps, and the usual utleii- 
iion to personal maunei and style, being nil 
that is utci'.ssiiry , excejil to Comply with the 
whims mid caprices of the public, wdiich 1 
consider tlo' ditlicuk {>urt of the business.” 

This gentleman’s ojdiiion, so tur m it 
goes, agrees entirely with my own ; hut it 


cote the knowledge of these exerciges to 
those they tench to dnnee, but only parrot 
them into the practice of such dunces as they 
teach ; but even that imperfect method of 
teaching fixes upon the pupils so much of tlio 
good effects of tlie French pre^iaratory exer- 
cises, us will justify the generally received 
opinion, that lor a young jie.son to learn to 
dance, i.s a very clfeclual way to improve 
the form of their persi ns, as w'ell as other 
advantages that are connected with it. 

Having said so,_much of the advantages 
of practising dancutg upon the Fiencli priu- 
cijiles, it will be proper to show that other 
medes of duTiciog do not produce the snmo 
effects. 

1 1 would say, that the dancing w'hich is 

i here attributed, exclusively, to the French, 

, when it is skilfully taught and carefully 
j practised, gives to those who do practise it 
I with skill — strength, agility, and grace, 
[When this practice is b«^uu early in life, 

; and regularly continued, it contributes great- 
: ly to the permanent health and longevity 
I of those who do practise it ; while all the 
other niodt'S of dancing whicli, so fur ns I 
kuo 3 v, are practised among civili.sed nations, 

! require great exertions of streiigtl) and ac- 
: tivity, hut which produce debility, ami lead 
I to early decrepitude and preimilure old age. 

; As proofs may be produced to estiiblish the 
truth of this doctrine, 1 shall be excused 
for going into some details. 

\Vhen Garrick determined to introduce 
J superior dancing upon his stage, he was 
: aware of the prejuilice that existed in the 
I minds of the gallery putt of his audience, 

I at least, against every thing that was French, 
and therefore was careful to employ no 
! French performers, nor any foreigners but 
'Swiss, Germons, and Italians. This cau- 
I tion, however, did not .save his schenifi 
from destruction. As nil his foreign dancers 
i were turned adrift, they became teachers of 
Idanciag : lliis gave to those who had nio- 
i tives for making observation .s, abundant 
f opportunities for doing so. Tiiough the.'ie 
instructors taught their scholars tj dunce 
j the minuet, and other French dances, their 
' mauuer was always decidedly inferior to 
I that of tlie French. The reusou for this dif- 
fereuce was. that the I talruns never under- 
; stood, or practised, the preparutorv excr- 
I cises W'hich gave to the French dancers the 
j firmness of motion, us well as stn nglh uiul 
I activity, which was so visible in all their 
j movements. The Ualians hud nothing of 


is necessary to add, iVmt the great superio- j this quality ; their strength w'as labour ; 
rity of tho French professuis of dancing j when forced into activity, it became luird 


over all others, is caused hy their early and 1 labour, and aoon ended in debility, both iu 
long practice of the preparatory exercises, those who wer^ instructed bv them, and in 
which ate always practised in their acaderny, the teachers themselves. Of this, many 
and which give, them strength and activiiysu- examples may be given ; hut I slmil confine 
perior to al i other » who pi actiae the same art myself to one. All the dancers that were 
TUoae who io«cU tlaaoipg do uot comuittiu- iuuoduced by Garrick t ^ execute hia do« 
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sign, which was terminated so unforta 
nateiy for his property, were either Swiss, 
GftrmanB, or Italians. The printipsl of these 
was Gallini : he was an Italian, and ac- 
counted the best professional dancer in his 
own country. 'I'he unfortunate lerminalioii 
of Garrick's project, prerented the public 
exhibilion of any talents that he niiglit pos- 
sess ; but he commenced private teacher; 
he married the sister of a nobleman, and, by 
means of that connexion, pas.sed his life in 
teaching in the first cl^ of society. I 
knew him well in his latter time ; he was a 
^ stupid, clumsy old man, and resrembled « 
.Tew old-clothesman more than a teacher of 
dancing. 1 was acquainted witli several of 
liis countrymen, w’ho were of the same prt)- 
fesrion, who came into England at the same 
time with Gallini, and, like him, soon be- 
came. decrepid oki men. The cause of this 
difference between them and the Trench is 
evident. The preparafory exercises,in which 
the French dancers were tlmroughiy prac- 
tised in very early life, gave to their bardies 
and limbs strength and tirinness, which fixed 
upon tlieir eonstimtions properties that 
carried them through the fatigues of their 
profession, and left their imprcsstoii upon 
them, even to extreme old age ; in the 
same manner that the military exercises 
^iveto the recruit tlie power of performing 
military duties, which other men cannot 
go through ; and when, at last, age does 
disable them from performing those duties, 
the course through which they have passed 
their lives, still leaves them active, vigorous 
old men. 

But tlie Italians neither knew nor prac- 
tised those preparatory exercises; t!i‘-y 
began to learn thrir art, if it may he so 
called, as labourers apply to the practices of 
ordinary labour ; like ordinary lubourers, as 
their natural strengih increajed, they in- 
creased their exertion, and actually did 
more work, fts it may truly be called, so 
long as their str ngth lasted ; but wijen 
that faded, as, for want of preparation, it 
alwsyrs will do, the accession of debility 
and decrepitude always ensued in very 
early life, at least witat itiay witli propriety 
be called so, to distirjguish it from the vi- 
gorous old age to which the other classes; 
of peraonfi, th&l have been raeniioned, ge- j 
nerftliy arrived. { 

The troth of what has now been said,; 
may ba drnjonstrated by producing somej 
examples that have been well known. When* 
dancing w'us one of the principal puhlii',| 
amosemeots of the superior ciaswjs of so-) 
c iety, the managers of our llfea! res collected : 
every thing of that kind ihal would interest' 
their audiences. In those times we fre-| 
quently saw French and Italian daneert! 
engaged iu the aasie perfunoanerii Midi 


I upon the stage at the same time ; and tlie 
’ contrast was perfectly ludicrous. 

! The french dancer almost fiew about 
the stage with the x^clocvity of a bird; so 
! tiiat the eyes of the spectator could scarcely 
, see the motion of eacli foot as it passed be- 
fore the other, and certainly could not hear 
I the sound as it struck upon the boards. Jn 
I her progress, she produced attitudes the 
I moat elegant and the merst graceful that 
! couM be inuigined, and that the nnirjstrueted 
spectator could not even attempt to imitate, 
I though most ineil'ecMialiy, w ithout inaking 
' the greatest exe-rtions ; and, therefore, it 
! might be suppobod that the dancer made the 
I most painful exertions to produce those 
. attitudes in her performance; but this was 
i a great mistake. 

! Althoij-jh the exertions that >vere mado 
! by these persons were really wondeiful, the 
; preparatory exercises which gave them the 
j power to use eudi limb, and almost each 
i muscle, by wliose actions these motions were 
‘ performed with so mucli apparent ease, that 
I amidst, and alter the greatest exertions, thu 
: breathing of the dancer did not seem to bo 
j either accelerated or derauged. When the 
) Italians came on the stage, they began 
j their movements slowly, and increased them 
i gradually, passed into a state of laborious 
, activity, and soon seemed to be sinking un- 
ider excessive fnligue. The most striking 
* proof of this difference betw’een tlie twu .seta 
of dancers, was perceived when the grantl 
I ballot heroique of .Medea and .lasou wasi ju r- 
i formed. J uson was personated by the eider 
[ Vestris : he Was a tail, weli-inade old man, 
j inure than .sixi v years of age ; all his rnove- 
i menu were uracefnl in the very highest 
degree. Medra was representifd with great 
>ff<!Cthy Madame iSmumet, and tlie ymirigcr 
: \>Rfri8 had a character tliat was iiitrudnc^ d 
.into the piece, to display hi* peculiiiriy light 
: and elegant style of (iunciiig. i hciie three 
fiersooH displayed the moift perfect a|>ct imens 
, of thuir ;iit iliat have heen, niul, perhapiii, wo 
may he <*x« umiI fur saying, that ran be seen ; 
anti tlie eiject wi.ich their perfuriuiitiCeK pru- 
duced iipuri the public, muni will not easily 
he forgoiu n by ihust* who witnessed tlu-m. 

The miitia;;er» of li rury l.ane J heatre, 
aciordifig to ancient ruslom, eiideiivourid to 
turn the perl’ormaure at ifu* rival bouse 
iQfo ridicule, by pror^ucing a mock limic bal- 
let, founded ujxm flit! story of .Mother Ship- 
tern, in which they huilesqued tjvery inci- 
dent and every motion that was (iiaplayedi 
in the rival ballet. Deipini, in the charac- 
ter of a clown, buriea(|ued tha dancing of 
iha younger Vclris, and iie did it moat of- 
fi'Ctually ; hta agility was equal to iha agility 
of VVstris, hut of very different quality, for 
it had not a particla of grace : in mare 
strength, ha waa, ^latrbaps, auparior, but in 
ttsiflig it, hia axertions iukountad to great 
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labotir, for ho jomped about bo as to shake j It has, likewise, a motion in the ancle joint ; 
thehourilfl, ns if he were thumping tViem with j it is mude by turning the greut toe inward?, 
two pf'stU s and mortars : it was perfect cn* ! The foot lias anoiher motion at the ancle 
Ticature, but he could nOt do otherwise ; it 'joint; it is made by turning the toe out- 
wiis ihe style of dancinff which ho had been ; wards. As much and s rious injury is often 


taught, and the lasting elfeeiit had upon his I 
person in his latter days w-as as afisihle ns' 
the elfect which similar exerciaes have since | 
produced upon poor Grimaldi : before he I 
was fifty years of age, he was a decrepid old j 
man ; it is more than forty years since I saw 
liim creeping in the street, as if he could | 
scarcely mote one foot before the other, and i 
could not expect to Vire hut a very short j 
time. I thought he was droid, and was: 
grcBtly surjirised to read in the uewepapers. I 
that in lite spring of this year lie died ati 
the age of 99 years! .SO of wldoh he miisti 
ItBve pussed in a state thrit could render life 
hut very little desirable. Vt utris.on the con- 
trary, if he lie living, is^ in all probability, 
enjoving as hetdiby an oi l age as bis father, 
i\ov<*rre, Mrs. Garrick, anil others, did be- 
fore liim ; as that seems to be the tiaturul 
consequence of the BV.stem of exerciser 
wliicb they steadily pursued from their very 
earliest days. 

We now arrive at the conclusion * that iher« 
are two systems of dancing, neither of which 
cun, with propriety, be cailed unhejdtby, if 
tliat It'rm is npjtlied to such practices as have 
n tendency to shorten life, but one of wbkh 
certainly Ims a po-silivo effect in producing 
eiirlv and permanent dibility, which it is 
certainly desirable that all should eodeavmir 
to avoid. The other, which f have called 
the French Bv»tem, because it is fomuled on 
practices which originated with the teachers 
of dnucing in France, has n direct tendency 
to iucreosc the health and strength, as well 
as the elegance of form in those who adopt 
it : it is, therefore, In he hoped, that those 
whose influence leads the fushion upon sueh 
subjects, will induce their followers to adojit 
this pracrice, in preference to all others that 
are used with similar intentions, and, above 
all things, to ovoid the gymnastic ex»'rcisc«, 
which will prove, tn their conscqiicnccR, 
the most pernicious practices that have yd 
been invented, urtder the pretence of im- 
provingt tUe health or beauty of the human 
hgure. 

As I do not enter into the lecbnicalittea 
of dancing, 1 might here tnkn leave of the 
subject ; but it will be well for me to men- 
tion aom© peculiarities in managing the legs 
and feet, which it is proper that all shouid 
attend to. 

First, the feet should always be kept di- 
rectly under the legs, and not to allow them 
to turn or twist beyond what, fi>T want of a 
better term, is caUednlte natural form, in 
tin's state, the foot has its greatest motion 
directly backwards and forwsrds ; of thi.s 
motiotti the greatest use is nsde iu dauciog. 


sustained by persons who do not utnlerstand 
the structure of ibis joint, and the proper 
way of managing it, to produce the etfect 
that they desire, it w'ill be well to explain it 
here. 

if a person stands upright, with his heels 
close together, and his toes so placed, that a 
perpendicular litte, pj^sing through the mid- 
dle of the patella down ilie leg and foot, by' 
the inside of the great toe, his feet will be 
m the strongest position it is possible for 
! them to tak^ ; they will be capable of mak- 
i i tig greater exertions, andiora longer [>or- 
tion of time than they can make in any other 
position. This is the position in which the 
skaiter places his foot, when he is preparing 
to strike with the full power of all the mus- 
cles of bis thigh, leg, foot, and toes; being 
prepared for this atlion. he strikes, with all 
I ills force, the inside of his greut toe a^nntst 
the ice, and thus dtives himself forward, 
while he tilnnds firmly upou his other foot. 

This action of the great toe is likewise of 
great importance in dancing ; the dancer, 
indeed, ofleu has occasion to turn his toes 
outwards, much more tliari the position that 
has been described ; hut when he does so, 
if he uiidereianda how he should proceed to 
perform it, he keeps his foot firmly in the posi- 
tion that lias been mentioned, and turns his 
leg outwards by the hip-joint, which is so 
formed, that it is one of the sirongesi of the 
human body; it allows of more motion, iu every 
direction, than any other. We Irare seen 
one French dancer, who was »o completely 
master of himself in this respect, that he 
stood porpendieuUr upon llie great toe of 
one foot, bent his body downwards upon 
one fi<ie, and raised his leg ou the other, 
•and thus balituced himself in the form of a 
j r square, and in that situation turned his 
pirnuettc iu a manner that was really most 
astonislhng. 

Those teachers who ore ao( well grounded 
in iho rudiments of thiir own art, or ac- 
quainted with the structure of the human 
body, frtquevitly do great injury to their 
scholars, by forciug the feet too much ; as 
by turaing out the toes, they twist the feet 
at the ancle joints, injure the ligameiiis, 
weaken the muscles, and produce a species 
of lameness that is more dilHcult to cure 
than any other that I am aajuaiuted with. 
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PHRENOLOG-I. 


piinENOLor.v. 

(ContiMwcrf fnmjiagt 414.) 

With a view to put phrenology to the 
test, let us attempt to analyse the miud of 
a man who has lived in our own times, 
whose character, both public and private, 
is well known to many, and of whose head 
Mi accurate cast may H obtained by any 
one who is anxious to satisfy himself upon 
this subject — I mean JobnThurtell, I shall 
here avail myself of an able and most inte- 
resting article, “ on the cerebral develop- 
ment and dispositions of Thurtell/’ con- 
tained in the second number of the Phreno- , 
logical Journal. It is evideut, upon look- 
ing at the cast generally, that he was one 
of that class of persons in whom tlie organs 
of the animal propensities w'ere very largely 
developed, and the organs of the sentiments 
also considerable in size, while the organs 
of intellect were dehcieni in proportion to 
the others. Such iadividuals are, to a con- 
aiderable extent, tire creatures of circuiu- 
stances ; and the phrenologist would expect 
to find in llieii conduct, alternate manifes- 
tations of the lower propensities in great 
vehemence, with the most opposite displays 
of higher and better feeling, and this appears 
to accord with his character. It was indus- 
triously reported in the newspapers of Uic 
day, that Ire bad no destructiveness, yet if 
appear.s, tliat of the heads of forty«>lliree 
murderers, in a collection at f/rndon, five 
only are so wide at destructiveness as Thur- 
tell. CumboUveness is also immeuse, and 
no murder was ever committed with more 
daring. S€cretivenes.s was very large, and 
w’as a very remarkable part of his character. 
II is cautiousness, whicii was very large, was 
displayeri in the pains he took to conceal 
the murder, to hide the body, to remove any 
risk of the deed, by causing Weare's card 
to be left at Lord Lgicmoiit's, in Sussex, 
about the time he murdered the mau in 
llertfordsliire. Love of approbation was 
very larye, atkd self-esteem wfw likewise 
lar^e, and these feelings were Btroiigly ina- 
ndVated upon many occasion.s. Benevn- 
knee also is fully developed, from which 
a phrenulo'jist would infer, soys IMr. George 
Combe, that the real motive of the erinie 
was revenge, for injuries real or supposed, 
proceeding trom wounded self-estetMO and 
love of approbation, united with destruc 
tiveuess, rather than u blood-thirsty desire 
of murder, or of simple robbery. It is weii 
known, indeed, that Thurtell, with all his 
violence and ditsipaiiou, wus a kind-hearteil 
man. !'/)ual!y large with his henevokuce 
was his ait'dc'hmeol ; and the C0'0{)erattOR 
of these two powerfuUy-deTeloped orpos 


explains some of the favourable traits of his 
character. His attachment to Hunt; his 
distress at taking leave of his brotiter ; his 
last remembrances to his own family, par- 
ticularly to his mother, prove the waimth 
of his attachments. The organ of imitation 
is large, and it is said, that he was, at one 
jteriod, atiaclfed to theatricals, and that liis 
imitations of Kean were above mediocrity, 
liutl must refer the reader, for further par- 
ticulars, to the publication before men- 
tioned, as an attempt to delineate his entire 
character would occupy too large a space in 
1 the pages of The La.scet. There is, how- 
ever, another feature in his conduct, so 
striking as to make it wortliy of particular 
notice, 1 mean his firmness, the organ of 
which was very large. By the way, I can- 
not avoid making auotlier allusion to the 
very curious and most erroneous notion 
which A entertains of the faculty of 
I firmness. “ Firmness of conduct,” says 
he, “ (for it is no quality of the mind) can 
arise from Jio other cause than the excess 
of one passion, or cltisa of piissions, above 
some other passion, or class of passions. 
The finiK-sl of all men would consequently 
li« he who had but one passion to gratify, 
since he would sternly persevere in his 
course without any mental conflict, or clash- 
ing of emotions.” 

According to this novel idea, lire man 
who, unfortunat'dy, has aome predominating 
vicious propensity in his composition, and 
in the iodulgetice of wliich he perseveres 
with unabatiug ardour, manifests the most 
decided firmness. To attempt a refutation 
of this Opinion will be unnecessary ; its ab- 
surdity will 1)0 instantly apparent, if wo 
turn our otteniion to tlial peculiar power of 
the mind evinced by Thurtell. His was a 
continued inanifeRtution of lirinnt- 8 .'», says 
the writer alludwl to, from tiie moment of 
the crime to the inoment of his execution ; 
iranerturbahle firraness, such as would have 
W'vll become an innocejil person. Ko pnde, 
no vanity, no Impe, no const lousnm of in- 
nocence, could liute given him this, (,'on- 
.sciriu.snc.SH of innocence he had not ; hope 
h(? might have had during his trial, but not 
at the lime of execution. As to rsligious 
hojM), that ho surely had not, while he 
uttered tiie most pnipahk untruths ; and at 
the last, certainly, he had not such inkn- 
«ity of religious feeling as to allow ns to 
asi^ribe his firmness to his fervent hopes of 
a blessed hereafter. Neither could pridfl 
nor vanity, 1 think, have given him firmness 
at parting with his brother, when his bene- 
voknee and aditcsiveiiess were in full ope-* 
ration. His brother wu so affected, that 
Fhnricll called to the turnkey to take him 

awaybyforre; *' for G«T« sake (said Thur* 
tell) take hint away, for he unmans me.^^ 

iq uuUi, fizmeai is s dktiitet sUribute^ or 
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funciion of tlie mln<l, ond totally inexplico- ter givon of L, by Hr, Klllotson, from tlio 
l)le on any ot!\fr Bopposilion. A jitTson inspection of the Bkull, corresponds so ex- 
inny have taolivcs enough to he firm, hnt surily willi his history, tiiat it is impossible 
may, notwithstanding this, he deficient in to eotisider the coincidence os the effect of 
firmness. Tluirtell was violent, nmienhie, chanc-e, but that it is an instance which, if 
]>ussionate, and very kind hearted, yet was .supported by inanv others, oilbrds a strong 
prodigiously firm, “ 1 teas convinced (says foundation for the truth of phrenology.*' 
the same wiiler) that firinness was a dis- With tliis weight of evidence before us, 
tinct power, before studying phrenology, I am surely warranted in asserting, that 
by reading Mr. Forster's well-known and phrenology affords the means of analysing 
justly- esteemed essay on Decision of Chn- every variety of human character, 
racter. Jsiow, if iho organs of the moral Put the mental -‘pparatus of pbreno* 
sentiinetus had been very greatly deficient I logists is said, by A, to be ** sometimes 
in Thurtell, those of the animal propensities j clumsy from its excess ; at other times, in- 
remaining as large as they are, the phreiio- efficient from its scantiness and that it is 
logical character would have been that of a “ evidently the work of tludr own hamls.’* 
fiend; and ll»e better dispositions, whicli Now', this is a most unwarrantable asser- 
be actually manifested, would, on such a tion ; nay, it is a libel, a foul and malicious 
supposition, liavs been as inexplicable as libel. What ground has A, let me ask, for 
the murder would have been, if destructive imputing to the phrenologists conduct so 
ness, secretiveness, and firmness hud been mean and so dishonourable 1 What right 
small. I wdll only add, “ if ever head con- has he to charge them with manufacturing 
finned jjhrenology, it is the head of Thnr- a mental ajiparatus, and then foisting it upon 
tell.” But, perhaps, phrenology could not the woild as the work of Nature herself*? 
more effectually be put to the test than it The phrenologist is an ardent and devoted 
was in the course of last year, by the fol- lover of truth ; the grand object of his pur- 
low’iug experiment. After a debate on the suit is truth j and he would conaider that 
subject, in a Literary Society at Cbalbam, it man unworthy the name of phrenologist, 
was agreed, at the suggestion of one of t!»e who, from deficient conscientiousness and 
nieinbers, that the skull of a person, with 1 misguided enthiKiasm, should attempt to 
whose previous history they were well ac- i practise a deception. It was only by a long, 
quainled, should be forwarded to the J^on- j laborious, and patient search after truth, 
don Phrenological Society, with a request that the mental apparatus, wuth which A is 
that they would inspect it, and slate the Uo much dissatisfied, w'as discovered. I’hia 
opinion entertained ol its development. Dr. j mental apparatus, so beautiful in .simplicity, 
Eliiotson (the President) returned an an- i so admirable in arrangement, nud so won* 
swer, of which the following is an ex- j derful in contrivance, could only have been 
tract ; — j the work of that Almighty Power, ” in 

” 1 take it for granted,'* says he, ** that | whom we live, and move, and have our be- 
thc deceased waa of sound niiiid ; but, to i ing.*' Let A frankly declare that he haa 
be accurate, we should likewise know bow | diligently pursued the same mode of invea- 
far he had been educated, and whelber his j tigalion, and let him, by facts, (tiotbyso- 
constitution was active or indolent. Igno- j phisiry'i, subvert the ground on which 
runt of these particulars, 1 should aay iliat 1 phrenology is built ; and the question will 
ho was a man of excessively strung pim* i be then set at rest for ever. If he can do 
sions ; that these were fur an over-halance j this, (and 1 most earnfstly invite him to the 
for his intellect; that he was jiroiie to i attempt, ) then he wrill probably favour the 
iht/rwrc, but by we mmns wurai;eom ; that he 1 world with a more raiioual system of men- 
was f.itmn«/y cautions awl sly, and fondof tal philosophy than has ever yet appeared, 
getriw^ ; his mual ilesim must have lueeu | and thus confer an eternal obligation on 
strong, but his foiv. iif ej^i/wiHg very rmuavk- 1 mankind. For myself I can say, with great 
able. I can discover no good qunlity about ; sincerity, 1 would ever feel grateful to him 
him, except tlie love of his chiUlifu, if he for the boon, Fasestet «t> hoste doeeii.** 
had any, riip most striking intrUecinal ijualily I'll! then, however, 1 feel myself justifu’d in 
in him, 1 aliould iliink, wa.-* his wt. This maintaining, in the language of Dr. Si.urx* 
must have been not only great, but prohubiy heim, tlwi “phrenology is a new system 
of a dry coat. He luighl also have been a »f philosophy, fuuuded on observation and 
good tuimiCi*’ itiduciion, wud on the invariable laws of 

It is stated In reply, that Dr. Klliotsmtrs Nature.” 
eipbtuation of the cKarucier of the indivi. I am. Sir, 

dual ia atn^ufuriy earrect in cccrw purttcubtr ; Your obedient servant, 

and, at a subteqnent meeitng of the Lite- C.i.n j idi s, 

rary Society, liie following resolution (on 
tho motion of the Rev. Dr. Joynes) was llirminghaiu, Dec, 1, 
imautmouaijr {iaaa«d :w< Thai the cliarac* 
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RICHMOND HOSPITAL.—DR. M' DOWEL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

‘‘ Nolhinj extenuate, nor set down aujtht in malice.” 

Fin , — Since the days of Junius, the cele- 
brity of that disUni^uUhed writer has added 
a dignity to anouyinous composition, which 
lias served to raise it considerably in the 
scale of public estim-'rion. It has, coiise- 
(juently, been made a favourite medium for 
promuigatiiig those opinions w'hich it might 
not be convenient to avow, or of giving to 
the world the trembling es.tay of some new 
aspirant for literary fame. VVliether tire 
object may be to expose abuses existing iu 
the state, or the humbler, but not less dan- 
gerous, einploymeni of giving an impariial 
sketch of some public character, a fictitious 
signature serves, like the invisible mantle 
alluded to by one of your corresjKmdenis, to 
protect the critic equally against the giant 
wrath of an irritated minisuyf or the en- 
mity of a reh'uiless, and, prliaps, too pow- 
erful foe. It enables the w'riter to attack 
with poignant satire the public misconduct 
of in ii victuals, and fearlessly to state un- 
pleas uit truths ; or, should the modesty 
which always accompanies talent, induce 
an author to st-ek retifereent, the press en- 
ables him to Vftiture his bark upon the tide 
of public opinion; while, at the same time, 
it ensures tiie object of his hope as certainly 
from the blasts of prejudice as from the 
mortiiving* calms of neglect. Such advan- 
tages naturally have given encouragement 
to the production of many interesting and 
amusin;’ publications. Tracts, letters, and 
sketch' 8, daily ifcsue from the press under 
various disgui^scB, and the public have ad- 
jnmd the imp-jaing eloijueiice of J.K. L., 
and have heeu enlivened by the wit and 
vivacity of Kriiiwiiiis. but, Sir, while amlj 
are the ]ieri'ections of aaonymuus writing, 
like ewry thing else, its very odvanfages 
have been a source of tlie gieatost abuse. 
If its security has aftbrth'd a theltei to im- 
pa tial stalemeuts, it has also prolerted the 
gru sest misrepresenfatiun ; if it has en- 
abled the satirist to direct nil unerring shaft 
Wg;i:iist a mauifi .st abuse, it has also given 
the ” servile press” full opjKMrluiiiiy for 
ma ignant nspersioos ; if it Im been the 
means of afi'orditig a just sketch of charac- 
ter, it ha« often presented a deformed pic- 
tme, miserably daubed, to suit the tasui of a 
secret enemy. We huv^e been indobted to 
it for a refined and polished diction, that has 
called for admiratiun find commanded re- 
spect ; but it has also given an unrestrained 
latitude to a vulgar ribaldry, that has only 
excited disgust; and, while w« have been 
delighted, nay, electrified, by the corrusci* 


tiona of genuine humour, we 
often obliged to gaze in pity on tlie feeble 
twinklings of school wdt. Such reflections 
at once present themselves, on perusing 
one of these Nothi of the press, calling it- 
self Lemio.x. The dignity of uauie often 
disguises exlveme poverty. It affords a 
•just specimen of the compositions w'ith 
j which we are Bonietimes inflicted. At a 
I period when criticism of medical men bus 
; become fashionable, and when the rriedicul 
: world lead with avidity the ” Sketches ’ ol 
I Krinensis, it was a natural supposition, that 
i au offeriug at the slirine of public curiosity, 
i w’ould be graciously received, if accompa- 
jnied with a victim of sufficient value to .sa- 
1 liate its ajipetite. The auccess also of that 
! lively writer might, tbrougli mistake, bo 
attributed to a Vitiated taste for scandal, 
rather than the originality of his humour. 
Perhaps a lurking desire to rival a favourite, 
might have prevailed over that prudence 
which ignorance often iwssesses, and lim 
schoolboy’s maxim, ” VHr sapit qui pauca 
loquitur,” in a moment of fancied inspira- 
tion, might have been altogether forgotten. 
Such u combination of circumstances would 
reiulily explain why we have been favoured 
with the lucubrations of Leunox. 

The first object of our criiic's censure 
was Mr. Carmohucl, and all due advantase 
Itad been taken of that gentleman’s lU 
liealtb, to attribute the oeeasional itiler- 
ruplions in his hospital duties to uegU- 
gftnce. His misreiHcsentutions Iwve been 
alreaily sufticWutly exposed ; mid were it 
not that a eentleman’s character bad been 
maligned, wlio is as yet young in his pro- 
fesHioD, it is probalde J.ennox would he 
jiermiUed to exult, that his ” hints" could 
I meet with wo reply. ” Hi* next mark is 
■ Or. Kjihraiin M'Oowel,” and a proper in- 
i tervni has been allow tul lor ” astovvi.shment 
I at the gi ulleman’.s daring ’’ to subsUie, (we 
Uiave scarcely yet recovered from our sur- 
I prise/) and perhaps to hubdue the tumult, 
i which extiisy must have excited within a 
.fevered imagination, ut the ”liv<ly emo- 
tioii.s '■ which his tirsl-born jijoduced” witliin 
! the walls of the several e-suhlishiucnts con- 
jnecUd with the Uichiaond llospita!.” ilia 
i portrait of this uenlleinau was wltat might 
naturally have heen ex[>ecied : a feeble 
mimicry of the (lchcri)'live powers of Kri- 
nvnsis — ” qui ridiculus minus illo!”— an 
unintelHgihie jest, and a selection of lim- 
guage which proves a more intimate study 
of the dictionary of (irose tliun of Johnson, 
form its principal features ; Uie whole diawn 
with sufficient candour to place out of view 
such facts as miglit be consideriMi praise- 
worthy, and to colour, iu strung relief, 
circumstanoet which he ittaginad would 
stain Dr. M*Dowel’f character. Wa iludl 
infer his piotar# to wmm ootoiiched y m 
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attempt at coriection might destroy its ' 
beauty. < 

A 8ira|»lo review of Dr. M'Dowera con- 
duct, siuce his counexion with Hichmond 
Hospital, niuy enable us, however, to up- 
jtreciate ita value. A loug experience in : 
the instruction of students, had previously 
made him aware of many defects in the 
routine of hos[)iuil utteyndance. Pupils had 
been liabitually^ in ibe jnactice of making 
their hospital walk an opportunity for ulle 
conversation, rather than ciinicid instruC' 
lion, and, at some periods of the year, it 
could biU'diy be otherwise. A number ol 
persons collecieJ about a patient's bed, 
their attention directed to the same object, 
generally formed a barrier of skulls, fully 
as opatjue as Lennox's. Siicb students, 
thereh re, as did not wish to expose 
•elves to sundry elbow iugs, jofttlings, and 
•tpieezinga, bad iiu other aiteruutive tbau to 
occupy their time in whatever vruy might 
cause it to pass »wuy most agreeably. To 
obviate the. ill i-fl'ecta of thi.s system, Dr. 
Ai' Dowel had papers printed in such a 
furin, that a sliort abatruct of each case, tbc 
daily treatmeut of tlie patient, and the suc- 
cessive nppearonces that took place, might 
liM brietly noted, and placed over each bed ; 
so that uny pupil might, at one view, be 
TiiHiie uctjuiiinted with its progress. Nor 
was this all ; such of the pufiiiS as wished,, 
to record cases, provided regularity wasen^- 
•urtfd, were itiviied to lake cliargc of tlie 
case books lelortging to tlie several wards. 

The geiiUetiiaii wham J.enuox has ho- 
noutvd with a biusb, woa one of those who 
thought the plan nseful. Clinical inatruc- 
lion, at the hed.side, wasragulnrly adopted, 
and clmiciil leciuves more frequently duli- 
veied. At these lectures, boside the un re 
nqtetition of symptoms thtu had been daily 
comtuented upvm, an opporluuity was lukeu 
of cxpluiniug the dilVcreiit views and treat- 
jue.ni of the prort'.ss}o:> at large i nor is it 
surpiising that the mass of inforination 
which was aomeiimes given, niiglit have 
encumbered the genius of Lennox. 'I’u a 
laiiid anticipating literal y favne, the dry de- 
tails of professional experience must he uu- : 
interesting. Where a sktteh of the lecturer 
Occupied the attention, the lecture could 
only he judgeri of by its length ; and we 
know liovt' soon “ wi'nriuess Uegina wbvu 
edibcatiun ceases.” Hut to proceed ; Post- 
tnortein examiiiHiious were also conducted 
with every publicity, amt, frequently, iiny- 
tliing which might be thought iiiteVesting 
was exhibited, »ot only at the hospital, but 
•l«o at the aehool of medicine. Such are a 
few of the facts, which l.emiox has embraced 
iu the aeatence, “ hard work and great at- 
tentiott/V hat aUudad to Dr, M/l)oweV» 
appiniutices. He it one of the few surgeons 
>vhQ ievota a Urge akare of aiteatiou to 


their professional improvement: he closely 
observes their hospital attendance. Private 
instruction is given to them every week, 
and, according to seniority, they are annu- 
ally ap}>oii)ted, if coropelent, to a residence 
iu the hospital ; thus giving them an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring much practical infor- 
mation. 

'I'o proceed iu these details is unne- 
cessary ; eulogy soon wearies the attention, 
hut Justice to Dr. AI*]3owel demands these' 
facts, which J..ennox has carefully jiassed 
over; anything wuich would prove that 
Dr. M‘Dow'el hud so much consulted the 
interests of the hospital pupils, or those 
committed to his immediate charge, would 
be quite inconsistent witli the generai out- 
liue of the character Lennox would wish 
to present to us. The mention of an un- 
successful case — t misrepresentation and a 
falsehood — more exm fly suited his general 
design. With regard to the first, we would 
remark, that excision of the sophena has 
been frequently performed for the cure of 
varicose ulcers, with complete success ; 
probably the gentleman might himself have 
witnessed some of these instances. Air. 
Brodie's operation was also found to nfiord 
but temporary Telief. 'I’lie single fatal re- 
sult alluded to, ihongh perhaps a sutheient 
reason for disroiilioning the practice, could 
not Imve been, in any way, anticipated. It 
may also serve as a ustMul hint to the gen- 
tleman, to inform him tluu varicose ulcer.*, 
b.owever troublesome, are usually small. 
The boy who “ left the hospital ten times 
worse than bo entered it,” w’oa perfectly 
cured of a most tedious disease, and is now 
iu tin* House of Industry, o living contra- 
diction to bis osseriion. As to Dr. A'P Dowel’s 
medical treaimenl, the charge is lo«> absurd 
to meet any other answer thou a Hat con- 
trad ictiou. 

From these circumstances, we may be 
enabled to determine the value of Lennox’s 
portrait. We would iissuvc lUe gentleman 
tliBl we are. not one of those who “ would 
Jibsohitely cuuimeud bis vi ry faulU,” but a 
natural iiidignation coiupela us to e.\pose n 
• malicious misrepresentation. A ]>nrt of 
Lininox’s cumpbont, if we may he idiowed 
so to call it, seems to be, that Dr. M‘l)ovv«'| 
doe4 Itm much. Occupying an hour ami a 
half iu examining patients ; a clinical lec- 
ture three times a week is, however, 
given only twice'l; a deuioustriiUou pro- 
iotiged sometimes beyond the hour, uiuy 
certainly not be agreeable to many of his 
class, und, for aforesaid reasons, still less 
to Lennox. The superficial kiiuwhdge of 
anatomy and sufgery necessory for u Lon- 
don diploma, can be communicated with far 

I less pains ; und when we only wish to know 
i i the i^ape of the Btomaoh, or where it lies, 

I I a iQiautt detail of ita ooau, arteriesi uorvea, 
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glands, and its several relations, muac be ! advanced, that if I did not immediately 
excessively irksome; besides, to burden a | obey the summons, the woman wan likely 
memory, not remarkable for its retentive: to be delivered before 1 could teach lier 
powers, would necessarily give rise to im- j residence. On my arrival, I certainly found 
patience; and the more, since it appears to [each woman in pain, and the os uteri, on 
be an “ intrusion upon time,” that we find ; examination, dilated to the size of a crown 
BO usefully disposed of. We would beg, j piece; but soon after I had taken my seat 
then, that Dr. M' Dowel would curtail his (at the bedside, and asked the necessary 
lectures; it will, at least, give an opportu- ! quf stions, uterine action ceased. This is 
itity to Lennox for furtlier *' sketches” of. known not to be an unusual occurrence, on 
character, that may alford him more inte-tJie entrance of the practitioner, parlicu- 
rest and gratification tbwi the study of his 'larly if a young niau and n stranger. In 
profession. We would also entreat of him to I each of these ten cases, 1 waited from 
proceed, sin re it appears that “ the Rich- 1 four to six ami eight hours, and bavo even 
mond School is losing ground,” and Lennox’s . retired to another room, ami uterine action 
“sketches” would have such a beneficial did not recur. 1 have then proposed the use of 
effect ; they may be the means of restoring-: tlie ergot ; made a decoction (one drachm, 
its character. We are told, that the cack- 1 sh'ced, to six ounces of water, and boiled for 


ling of a goose once saved the capitol. I 
have waited patiently for the remaining 
sketches, but as they have not arrived up to 
this date, it appears more advisable to make 
BO further delay. 

1 have the hononr to be. 

Your very obedient servant, 
PfiltALBTHES. 

Dec. 23, 1828. 


lONbOK MEDICAL SOClETy.— EBCOT OP 
RVE. 

To the Editor of Tut LA?fCBT« 

.Sir,— Your invaluable Journal deserves 
well of its numerous supporters, for having | 
BO fully and accurately reported the discus- 
Bion at the shove Society, on Mr, Lord’s 
case, more particularly on account of the 
opinions delivered by the several speakers, 
with respect to the efficacy of the ergot of j 
rye, in inducing uterine action ; the proper; 
period, tlie doses, and form of administer- ' 
ing it. There appears to have been a great 
contrariety of opinion as to its specific ef- 
fect, as Dr, Blick asserted, tliat it was com- 
pletely inefheieut. how, Sir, assertion 
nhould be supported by proof, as the ipte 
-dixit of any man must be received with cau- 
tion, especially with regard to a remedy < 
which has latterly been looked ujiwtt as aj 
great auxiliary in the hands of the obstetric 
practitioner. Dr. Blick, it is to be hoped, 
has given a fair trial to this medicine before 
he pTOMOunceJ its condeinnalion ; if so, 
why did he not rehUe cases in w'liich it bad 
failed, .lllliongb a young jwactifioiier inj 
midw'iferv, 1 have hud oppoi tunilies of ad- 
xnioisteiiiig the ergot in ten cases, under 
ihe followiitg circuf n uances : — 

Each patient, w’hen 1 was called upon to 
attend, was reported to have active pains, 
and the labour was said to have becu so fur 


!tea minutes) and administered a (bird of 
I the fluid every fifteen minutes. In three 
of these cases only did I find it necessary to 
give a third dose, aud in all of them the me- 
dicine acted within half an hour, producing 
strong labour ])iiius, and hastening the birth 
of the child, whicli, I have no doubt, only 
for its usCj would have boon proinicled for 
many hoiirfl; Indeed, several of these pa- 
tients have, after its uae^itt fifteen or twenty 
minutes, cried out, on the pain recurring, 
“ Oil ! Sir, that you ;|ave me has brouglu 
on tlie pains." ThfSU facts having Adlcn 
under my own obseryition, 1 cannot sub- 
scribe to the ineffiedey of ergot of rye, in 
such cases as it may he admissible, If a 
practitioner have asceriained the necessity, 
and decided on the administration of the 
secale, he should never leave his patient 
-for a moment, as the uterine action, after 
its use, becomes so strong as to effect the 
expulsion of tlie Child very (||iic,kly, In first 
cases of lab.iur, unless the menibranes have 
been some lime ruptured, and tlie pains con- 
tinue lingering and ineffective, I have rea- 
son to doubt the propriety of its adiiiinis- 
itration, which doubt, if confirmed by future 
'experience,! shall take the liberty of sub* 

; milting to tlie profession, through your 
j highly useful periodical. 

I Lvery new remedy should be scrupulously 
tested before it be recommended ^enmHp 
to the profession ; ami I should hope every 
practitioner, who is in the habit of prescrib-' 
iftglhe secale cornu unit, will note its effects, 
and lay the result of their experience before 
their medical brethren. Few, 1 kno#, have 
greater opportunities of giving it a fair irittl 
tliati Dr. Hopkins, who, 1 trust, will shortly 
furnish the profession with the detuib of 
hi$ experience. 4" preparing a decoction 
of it, 1 look on the slicing ot it as absolutely 
necessary. 

I have the hnnonr to be, Sir, 

Your obedieot servant^ 

Dec. 2 m, MS, ft.C. 
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THE LANCET. 

Londm^ Saturday y January 10, 1829. 

Mr. Guthrie ba« just put forth a pam- 
phlet, in which lie favours the Government 
with the* fruits of his exbogitationa. respect- 
ing the best mode of supplying the schools 
of anatomy with subjects for dissection. 
Nearly all intelligent men both in end out 
of the profession, who have reflected on this 
subject, having concurred in the opinion, 
that the dii&culty of obtaining subjects, and 
the evils occasioned by that difficulty, are, 
in a great degree, attribulnble to tlie law 
which mahes dissection a punishment for 
crime, we are not suiprised to find, that the 
remedy preferEed by ATn C^jthrit is,, that 
all executed criminala slu|||^ld,he dissected. 
This proposiUcw^; u wort^ the genius, 
but scarcely the well- 

known modesty of the dbltii^tbed author, 
since it is direclly i^va^w with the re- 
commendation with the Parliamen- 
tary Committee closed tlbeirjieport, after a 
deliberate examinatioh' pf Mie evidence 
given before them. has to 

choose betweetk that rcdommendatioa snd 
the advice of the highly-gtf^ed and modest 
author, whoso importanee seems ^to have 
been strangely overlooked by the Committee, 
seeing that they afforded him no opportu- 
nity of exposing the fallacy of the views on 
which their Keppvt is* founded. “ Kepeol 
ttat provision in your penal code, which 
makes disseoiion part of the punishment for 
crime, say the l^arltamentary Committee^ 
** Ediend and perpetuate that provision^ 
making ditsection a part of the punlslmaotit 
for tfii capital offeuees,*’ sa^ the modest 
ittihor,*' Mr. Gutnsts. 

\t the nimsber of criminalt annually exe- 
entfd Were sufficient to supply the demands 
of icieitee. It would, perhi^, be worth con • 
eiderfog, whether their bok^ might not be 
ooovi^ehtly approptiated to the use of the 
Koiseso. 


m 

anatomical schools; however absurd it may 
be in principle to regard dissection as a 
punishment and a mark of infamy, and, how- 
ever imjfolitic to legislate on the, supposi- 
tion that crime will always be equally abun- 
dant, or our penal code equally sangntnary. 
But the number of bodies that might be 
supplied from si^i a source would be 
wholly iosufficient to meet the demands Of 
our schools of anatomy, and the evils against 
which the legislature |s called upon to pro- 
vide, would be increaaed bjr the adaption of 
a measure which would be, practically, as 
inadequate to the end proposed, as it is 
in principle absurd and impolitic. 

The propbaitlpn for consigning aU un- 
c/aimed bodies, under certain conditions, to 
the disseettng-roOms, is entirely free from 
the objeettoos to which all other plana 
which have been hitherto suggested for the 
supply of our anatooiiicel schools, are liable. 
We say all nne/amed bodies, without dis- 
tingnishing the rank of the deceased, or the 
places in which they may have died. The 
clasa Of society whose bodies will thus be 
made available for the purposes of science 
will, no doubt, consist chiefly of destitute 
persons ^ing in workhousei and hospitals ; 
because ^sons who leave property behind 
them will seldom want friends who will be 
ready to show a tMer regard for their re- 
mains. But the want eff a claimant will 
furnish a just criterion of the propriety of 
consigning a body to the dissectiog-room, 
whenever disaeCfiOn ahall cease to be a atig- 
TUB, and a mark of infamy. So long as it 
continues to be a part of the legal pumsh- 
be unjust to subject 
iifoniTlimsaCse friendless, 

to the disgrace of dissection , after their de- 
cease in public hospitals and workhoutes. 
But when the provision, which consigns the 
bodies of executed murderers to the anato- 
mist, thall be repealed, the dissection of an 
unclaimed body wrill reflect no other dis- 
grace qu the deceased, except that which 
may aklee from ^e presumption it will af 
fH 
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The Lancet a libellous publication 1 A libel- 
lous publication, ^let the intelligeat and ho- 
nest reader direct his attention to the fol- 
lowing pages, and then say if it be possible 
to libel the authors of a proceeding of which 
he will there find a faithful account* Is 
there any language sufficiently strong to 
exhibit the huseness of the revengeful 
wretches who instigated the measure against 
Mr. Lamdeut, or to adequately depict the 
.lidl decide oa rome wfe uid uneiception- ' wti ility and folly of tlie akviali tools by 
able mesas of 'applying the diasecting- wbom it was sanctioned 1 Are they for 
yoam with aubjecta, we bnow not ; but we MUola on ehaiacter ! If lo, let them look 
again earnestly entreat the Govetnmenl to to their " houses of glass,” wbidi may ei- 
takethi.8ubjectratotbeii seiiouaconaidera- periencea norm at onee terriSc andannihi- 

tioii;andwemualoocemoree*premourBtm hting; when attacked by an UMsaain, you 

conviction, that nothing but the immeditte «« « «>«“8 '»«gl!« "f ‘t® 

closure of all the diatecting-rootni in the murderer, end plunging it into hia own be. 
metropolis, can effectually prottclthe pub- »“• f”™ ‘he commencement of tbie 

lie egainst alrocitiea atmilar to those which doumal we have fought our enamiei openly 
here juilbeen detected et Edinburgh. Ifje»i f»"ly with ‘h® legi‘M»«‘« weapona of 
the commerce between anatomiste end literary warfare. This courae itia our with 
reaurrectionista be Buffered to continue, and t® pursue, and this course we aliall pursue, 
if murder be perpetreted by truding ui- «"•»«' 'Wf opponeota place in our hands 
saaaini in this meUopolie, will not an awful other ioatrumenta, which it would be base. 
reapOBsibility attach to those who had it in neae and folly not to wield in defence of out- 

selves snd ohr firknds. Wlist is Mr. Lam- 
bert’s offiracs ? His Iste tounexion with 
The Lanckt. The crcRluTCs who voted 
sgsiust him st the Wi^stnuuster Msdksl 
.Society, know Riid feel that thors dost uot 
If the corruptiouttlR of our ho»pitRU,-4f the jiiYc t mau of more strict integrity , ox « inia 
despicable Bats and Abi.r&£rk Dvbs, «rho whose life has been marked by a more un- 
disgraee medical society,— cannot dtstin* deviating course of honourable conducte 
guish between forbeorsnee from fear, and 'I’hey know full well that he is their supe- 
f orbeatance anting from pity for the fallen, rior in tolent, as well as in honesty, and that 
we will soon teach them a lesson, which when they are rotten and forgotten, and 
they shall not forget to the M bout of forgotten before tiiey are rotten, his oisBie 
their filthy exifteuce. Probably they’ ima® will stand conspicuous in the surgical tBhSlf 
gmed we are so nitoxicsted with our re- of his country. We refer the reader lo Mr, 
cent toccess, that we are iuteosihle to LsMosar’s eaitdid, manly^ aud uosnswer- 
psssiog events— blind to (heir mote- able defeooe of himself. Ke ditpioirea 
metfei. idioti! they are deoelvedj which «*matioe" eutiiely. Wfast irt the elmygea 
they nay, perhaps, djscover, when remedy agaiiwt hiiUp theul The iMathema of ^ 
is beyond reach, and whea they are over- Judge, and tlm **t»proMouid”0hliiclar 
witelned, tod preMtd to the earth, of Urn import 
the ooiieqiieiieef «f mm lafiNty. le 


their power to prevent the crime by 
seaAOuable interposition ! | 

Ir the enemies of a free medical press,— 


ford of his having died guilty of a crime 
of no small magnitude in a country where 
talent, and honour, -and morality, as com- 
pared with wealth, are considered mere 
dust in the balance, — we menu the crime of 
poverty. 

Whether any steps have yet been taken 
by the executive govdiument, or by the 
teachers of anatomy themselves, to put n 
stop to dissection, until tlie legislature 
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Penon of Clio tbe impartial, Chair- 

man ! W e ahall still refrain fVom comment on 
the evidence, because it is not yet published 
but in vindication of Mr. Lamrf.rt*s charac* 
ter, it surely is not criminal to state, that the 
words attributed to tlie Judge, in tlie report 
of The Times newspaper prere not uttered by 
Lord Tenterden. His Lordship’s words were 
t}iese*>~'' You do not answer any one question di' 
reetly and Mr. LAMiiEnr’s accusers should 
bear in mind — if they can bear in mind any- 
thing that is favourable to a man — that 
questions may be so mixed up with fact and 
hctiou, that no honest witness can answer 
them immediately, nor until he has sepa- 
rated the one from the other. Besides, 
was it not the counsel’s object to produce 
hesitation and confusion in the defendant’s 
witnesses — his olbject to destroy, by eveiy 
mesas in his power, the value uf their testi- 
mony? And why? Because he had only 
ONS, out of upwards of two hundred eye- 
witnesses of the operation, to oppose their 
evidence. And how he succeeded will be 
•een on Tueadty next. On tliat day our 
report of the trial will be publisbed. To 
the charge of the report being ‘*i<npro- 
fetsionai,*’ ibe answer is easy ; it was an 
*' M/ipn/esfuiW ’’ operation. The operation 
was a caricatare — the re|)ort wai slightly co- 
loured. ** But says the upright Chairman, 
there should be an etpr it de corps in our pro- 
fession— Mr. LAMneRT should have thrown 
a cloak over the atfair ; he should have gone 
to the operator, and 'lamented iu a word, 

*' he did not do as ho would be done unto.” 

Blr. Thompson should recollect that there 
is an eiqprit de cuipi among thieves. Honour 
kmotig tUieves-^bouud by a generous spirit 
of union. But the welfare and tecurity of 
sooioty tench ns that it is ndvantageoua, 
ocensionally to rettioro thote gentlemen, by 
an opetnilon at the Old Bailey, not less! 
eSectniiri ihnn aomn of those pcrfomod 
fti «« BnCftnya the up* 

be dofia 

'^iir iiiow JUi j 


justice, and his mode of ** doing unto others 
as he would have others do unto him,” we 
will put a very brief question to him, and 
wait patiently one week for his answer. 
— Mr. Anthony Todd Thompson, if you 
were placed upon the door of the King’s 
Bench, on a charge that involved your ve- 
racity and your iJliour, in the highest de- 
gree, how would you like for the Judge, 
who was to pass sentence on you, to leave 
his seat at a moment when he thought the 
jury were in your favour, and make a violent 
speech in aggravation of your supposed 
offences ? 

There is only one point which Mr. Lam- 
DERT omitted to explain in his speech — we 
refer to the state of the parts on the post- 
mortem examination. Here, again, Mr. 
Lambert is a sufferer from the calumnies of 
hia " Hole and Corner” acOuters, and, as 
an act of justice, we feel k to be our duty 
to insert i| this place a portion of the evi- 
dence of Dr. Hodgkin, extracted from him 
in his croas-exattinitioii. 

Have you rend the report in The Lan- 
cet of tbe post-mortem examination of 
Stephen Pollard’s body?— -If 1 have not 
read it, 1 have heard it read. 

Have you not read it ?— I am not sure 
that 1 hove. 

Will you be kind enough to read it? — 
(handingthe report.) — I have heard it read. 

Was there any inaccurate stnlement 
in it ? — ^’Ihere was an inaccurate state- 
ment respecting the third lobe. It is stated 
there wJiat 1 believed at the time, but 
which subsequent exaniinatiou proved not 
to be the case. 

Is not that report taken from YOUR 
OWN AVORDS?-! BELJEVE IT IS : it 
is so stated in my notes. 

yoiif fis^era there, 
(between the bladder and rectum,) before 
you exhibited the preparation to Mr.' Lam- 
bert ?*— 1 have not. 

Did you notW X no hot R£cot,i.ncT 
THAT I did! ! 

Did you examine it particularly 1— -I ex- 
amined it. 

Are you certain that opening did not 
exist, it the time ypu showed the parts to 
Mr, XJnabertl-— I have stated X mo kot 
axg IT, until he showed it to me- 

Soeh IS ihe svidsoos on irMeh ith»» heon 
i H i 
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WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


^«termmtd to expel Mr. Lambert from the jif persevered in for any leogtli of lime, mast 
Westminster Medical Society. M'e believe : always be aitewdecbwiib tim best results, 
tbere arc still in that body cnougU ofj We feel no liesitation in saying, that ibis 
bououroble and independent members, to | work is evidently • performance of great 
come forward on Saturday erouing next, ; labour, and that the manner in which it is 
and who, by not allowing the minutes of the executed, reflects infinite credit on tbo ta- 
last meeting to be confirmed, may rescue ients and industry of the author* 

Mr, Lambert from in funded injustice and 

insult, and tiie Society from impending in* | ■■■■■■ 


On this occasion, we shall merely say WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

to tlie Coi'NTiL *’ of the LosnON Aledical I ^ , 

o * . u i» 1 .1 • j If j Sjtunhtv, Jitnuari^ 3 , 1829 , 

Society, “ Read the evidence before you de* 

cide against Mr. Lambert, and also keep in | 

remembrance what we have hinted relative s S'Omf.hv n.i.E at first took the chair, 

to those irho teside is “ houses of gless." i "f * f'"' 

* * b |{<jre any i.tusiue»» was .altered upon, gave 

I * way to Dr. A. 1 ’. Themson. The minulfS 
of the last meeting were then read, from 
which it opfteared that a projiosiiion had 
been pot by the Ciiairmau of that evening, 
A Supplmmt to Myolfjg'y; CiWtaiWwg rite uidfr* I (Mr. (". Hawkins.) to send round a ballot 

ttriet, Veins, Kmes, nnd of ••xpllii.g Mr. Urn- 

, . |b»itffOuitl;o.Sycu‘tv; but iliatsubs*m)»fnWy 

Human Jlody, the Alnimmal Bowcwjii vms agreed, on “the suggestion of Mr. 
Viscera, the Ear and Eye, the Brain, and the Mayo, tixt ballot should be postpoueU until 

GmidU,sn„,wuh Ife Festal drtuutim. "‘"fr'""'- Ur. ri.om«« .oia th, S..c,Hy 

wauld isow' ptoceed 10 aft on this remdulion ; 
Uy E, W. Tusok, Lecturer on Anatomy and it had ken considered right, ihaiiho 
nnd Phvsiology. Fol. pp. 9 . Coloured *lt*Fnion of the members about to ho bnl* 
T,j . 't j /I j ii--, lotted for, slicsuld cot take place until the 

Plates. Looaoo. Callow ui M iUo«. , 'u,i, „f 

JI». Tfsox's •‘Sjstein of MroIo«" h«,i“*'i" l"w.rds the inditiduaUoforiuMtel, 
, , , , , , , jmpncaied, aswellas tolliefciocu'lvailBrge ; 

already reached a second edition, and, from •*„(}, furiher, he coiiMdercd it pioper that 
the great meriia of the W'oik before us, it »l‘<>‘dd leave ihr room. 

. 11. 1 • ...Ml I i Borne ohifftion w as ollWed bv Mr. Lsm* 

wtll, o.o.t hk.ly. ,xp«...oto a stdlmor. < 1.- 1 , 

cidt d euccess. These plates must not be | ally took place. He was about to addrets 


regarded ns mere drawings or paintings, 
but as ^*Ie»xc^Io^s ofdrawiojfs, and, in point 


I the merlin g ut some length, and he did not 
jwiftji to speak with cloy. t d doors. The Chair* 
Small, howerp-r, persisted in requesting ?i#i- 


of ar.'curac V and utility, tre second only to sc* 
tuai dissections bf the human body. In the 
ftudy cf these diiies^ plittNt, ^ seasa^ 0 
touch is exercised as well at that of fight j; 
hence their vstt superiority over every 
other description of graphic illttitratioo. 
All the pans of the body, from the skiu 
down to the bone, are arranged to their nt* 
ttital order, and thus llig student, (as in dit* 
aectioris of the dead,) before he rataes a 
muscle or a fasoia, kc.^ may ask, ** W iiat i>arta 
fthali I next expose V &c, lliisit an admir 
able method of ueroifini the iBmoiy» tfidi 


Irr* to Withfir.'iw’ ; ami. in coose«ptencc, a 
gT<‘at tsiimbi r «f "cotlntncn Ivit, and olhers 
wvrv prerciUi d liom eutvilng the r‘»tiin, 

'Ihegentlc jm n w ho had thus been oom* 
pelled to rpni, and nil w ho afterwards ar* 
rived, both i isitetsand members, coUeeteii 
at the door on ihi> itaircase. Mr. Wakley 
wai pacing up nnd dawn the iobbyi and » 
few inmutet after the visiters wire expeUedi 
he sent the fut lowing queitioa, itt writing, tn 
the Chairman 

'• Can Mr. M^akley be admitted r»-4e* 
daring at the jNMnft lime that be bad tk 
tended for tJid parpose of ani wiring tbt 
calumnici wbkb (he Chatrmati Idinieu had 
directed egainat hi# chtriiieerai the fwevtt^ 
meeting m the Society. The in 
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tlic written antwer Teturned to Mr. Wnk- 
ley's note : — < 

“ Certainly not," 

A.T.T. 

On ATr. Wnkley learning from ilie gentle < 
men at the door/tlmi the Chairman had notj 
put the qucaiioti ti> the Meeting, tlur foilow - 1 
litg note ivaa handed lo some of the mem* | 
bers ill Use roonii who paased it on to the 
rreaident 

“ Mr. Waklcy requesta that the sense of 
the members may be taken on the question 
of hisi admission 1" 

In reply to this demand, the person in the 
Chair said there was no answer. He was 
evidently discuncerUd, a«,'l ajnud to take 
the vote of the Meeting on the proposition. 
At this time there was some ilnsturhance at 
the door, the memhera who were excluded < 
coinpiaiutag loudly of their tsot being ad- 
milted. Amongst the gioitlemen otttside 
we taw Mr. Athwidl, .Mr. 1 iiomson. (son of 
the Chairman,) Mr, Howell, .Mr. Babin g ton, 
nnd Dr. Loimk, and uuniy other viwters and 
niembers, with whose names we were unac- 
quainted, I' ram the great crowd, the pres- 
sure at the door was such'; that on aever^ 
(U'^casious It was nearly forced open, and it 
was not entirely elosed until the Meeting 
proceeded to the ballot. Mr. tVskley re- 
peaU’dly luoat earnestly entreated that no 
violence rn ght l.e eonplovwd, observing if 
there were, he well knew the use wbich 
would be made of it by their enemies* and, 
if the Meriting iliaughl praper to excUnie 
the visiiera, they hod a porlect right to do 
so-— that no visiter could have a right to 
enter ihe roCnn in opposilicu to the wish 
of the members. | 

Mr. LAMornr now rose, and addressed ^ 
th« nieeuiig nearly as fuilowa : — tienlie*j 
men, — Ib'tug the “ individual," (to use the 
pV rtiAe of your ( tmiriuan,) w “ unfo^- 
iHuatth wtpltmttii," I deniaiid to know’ on 
what griiuudA my expulsion from this Sio- 
cieiy \» (nouj^ht. If 1 >vt r:t tu declare myself 
unallectod l>y the pro]*o>itioii, I should do 
an injustice to ihe slate of luy ft eiiugs. I 
am deeply am! puiufulty i.fVecit d, I he pro* j 
ntotera oV this measure are well hut* 'vn lO| 
me, and I w'ovihl scoru tu uiier thifm expla- 
nation oil any jKdut, I can only t*xj>re.s» my | 
MdisguAl and contempt to and lor ihrm; bart] 
td the preat body «l this Stit iety, cimtiating, i 
aUlbeJiive and hope, d maepeinlent and 
iittpartial men, I do not hesitate to explain 
'jftny riari of my conduct whicli may he 
4^tnod ofoiisive, AUhou|b t deny the 
fight of this, or any other Society, to con- 
mituto itself into a mbonal, at which the 
pbndtict of a wemlmr, having no lefereuco 
to the ifocktv, is to tni tried,— yet 1 repeat, 
that, aia»di»g*as it wn^, Wforemy *• own 
i gtti prepared U'Mswev any charge 
whi«h ittsy or can bo moAo agtuuft me. But 


I assure you, gentlemen# I came dovem this 
night ignoroiil of the charges against me. I 
learned, by lelUr from a friend whilst m 
ilie country, in attendance o:i asick broiber, 
that a proposiiioii w'as made from the chair, 
at the commencement of your last meeting, 
to ‘send routi i the ballot on the question 
of my expulsion, and that it w'as eventually 
agreed the ballot should take place on tba 
following Saturday, 1 hastened back to 
tow'n, tliat 1 might be present at this ex- 
traordinary scene, and then found that the 
meeting was n<Mo take place until this 
evening. I waited, and most anxiously ex- 
pected. that some official notice tvould be 
sent to me, with a specification of iho 
charge, or charges, adduced ; but to this 
hour ora I left in utter ignorance of the 
I accusations, and, but for the fortuitous 
I kindness of a friend, should have been 
I unaware of the measure now proposed. I 
[demand, what are the charges against me 1 
I Wbo are my accusers'! NVill they stand for- 
■ ward and confront me1 Am 1 to be miau 
jowu accuser 1 Shall I tako the charges 
jfrom the speech of the person uirfd to 
tuadvck ke in the lat® trial, or must I col- 
( iect them from the whispers of my enemies! 
i Proceeding on these uncertain grounds, 1 
have been led to believe that the lute trial 
forms the basis of the attack now made upon 
me i and I assume, therefore, that I bate a 
right tdt enter fully into the meriu of the 
CHue, as far as I am concerned. 

niere waa one charge made against me 
at the trial, that baa since been reiterated 
with such mendacious hardihood, that it has 
passed current, 1 do believe, in tlie minds 
even of many disinterested persons— namely, 
that the report of tlte melanoholy operation 
of lithotomy at Guy's, was dictated by 
“ uALict/' on rav inirt, towards Mr. B. 
Court ». Xow the fact is, that this charge 
of malice " was merely used m a foil, — as 
a duvTtifu/Hiw," — to draw attention troni the 
recorded facts of the case, winch were in- 
controvertible. I might ask with much 
propriety, (even supposing that, for Uie 
sake of argument, 1 mlroit the most ranco- 
rous innliL'e,) was it my miimmity that occa- 
sioned the man to be kept an hour upon the 
table ! Was it my that w casioned a 

vgffety of irnitnimonts to he employed > VV as 
it m y Biot o<sca|itt«id the death of the 

imltenlT IPooUsU and absurd as the charge 
of malica is, 1 will convince yovi, by a 
referenre to imlispuiable facts, that it is 
vr»i“t Y yAL..si.. la some n'raarks which 
were made in a journal respecting the case, 
at the lime it was puldij»hed in Tub Lan- 
esT, it was asserted that the re|M>rt jiro- 
cevded froin Mr.’Wakley's enmUy. in con- 
sequence of some thing which IVl r. Coope r 
had uttered at a diuncr a short time previ- 
oualy* Then ii was Mr.Wakley s “ maheo j” 
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now It is LtmborVs malice* Aetiooc, it m«ki There was great awkwardnesa 
is said, sjieak louder than words ; and 1 will .shown in the attempt to introduce the 
now demonstrate, to the sotistaction of every straight staff, Tliis part of the operation 
Araestand unprejudiced mind, by a series of alone occupied mor| than a QtfABTER or an 
actions on my part, that 1 entertained no Horn, the patient ftt the same time calling 
Xeeiing of “malice” towards Mr. Brausb) out vehemently nt the pain occasioned by 
Cooper. the attempts to pass the instrument,” I’ho 

Ju t}»e summer of 1895,1 left the Middle- report goes on to say, that many foreigners 
sex Hospital, and renewed my Studies in the were present, and that from the awkward- 
Borougjh, At this time my engagement with ness of the operator, they carried away a 
Mr. W akley commenced. 1 entered into prejudice against the straight staff, Again, 
an engagement with him Jto report taaes of in The Lanckt of inh .luly, 1896, are 
interest from Guy’s IIoLpital, at a salary of some reinatks equally severe ami equally 
lOtth [>er annum ; and I may remark with just. In ibis case forceps were employed, 
xesjreci to this agreement, that tbe^uontt/y which were very obviously ill suited for the 
of matter contributed formed no considora' occasion, sitii hence arose great delay. I 
tion. i used ray own discrelioo with re- shall not fatigue ynu, Gentlemen, by reca* 
sped to the cases, giving full reports where pitulating all the cases which were criti* 
1 deemed the matter of importance ; soujo- ciaed ; Uiere is one report, however, in 
times writing merely a few lines, and at Vol. IX., that deserves attention, and this 
other times not contributing any thing. 1 was an instance of u black man utTeeted 
never hesitated to avow my connexion with with atricture, where the catheter was 
The Lancet ; it was generally understood pushed through the (trostatic portion of 
that I rejiorted for '1'hb Lancet. The sur- the urethri, and the patient perished from 
geons knew it, snd they have repeatedly the consequent extravasation of urine, 
spoken of the tccancy and iidelity of the Well, Gt niiemeu, at the lime of writing 
reports. In fact, the reports could not be these remarks, and reporting these cases, 
otherw'ise than corract : attention to tlie nobodv has affected to doubt that 1 was on 


surgical cases constituted my sole employ- 
ment. I spent many boors at the Hospital 
daily, and, residing near, was invanahfy 
called to ail urgent cssei. I need not expa- 
tiate here on the advantage which I derived 
from close attention to ilte practice of sur- 
gery, good and bad. In reporting the cases, 
for the most part I conffned myself to a simple 
and faithful detail of facts ; in other insisnces, 
where in my judgment it was required, I 
made oomments, and not unfrequentiy these 
comments were very far otherwise thsu lau- 
datory* i t w ill be found, on referring to the 
reportsin The Lancet from Guy’s Hospital 
in the years 1895 and 1896, slid up to the 
period in which it is alleged my verr' bit- 1 
ter malice was first engendemi against | 
Bransby Cooper— the toniversary dinner ofj 
(juy’s Hospital, which took place in thej 
beginning ot the year 1897— that o.n various 
occasions Mr. Cooper’s practice was cen- 
sured. 1 beg, Gentlemen, you will raaik 
that this took place long before the “ malice” 
was concocted, and this is highly important 
to bear in mind } for. In auiM chfrfe of 
malice cocststent, it fhouM be ibMni tbit 
up to a certain period 1 had, wbiUt on good 
terms with Mr. Coo}>er, inTariahly praised, 
or, »t b ««{, had never censured him. Now* 


friendly terms with Mr. Cooper. 1‘his 
is my boast, that never upon any occa- 
sion did I allow piivate feeling to setuste me 
in the discharge of s (iuty w hich 1 ow ed to 
Mr. Wakley and to the professiou at large, 
m the faithful #nd impartial reporting of 
cases: and, 1 deem it hut an act of justice 
towards Mr. (’ooper to say, lliat sluclures 
were not contim-d to lu» practice Jtlone, hut 
were iretly mode on the other surgeons* 
measures when consid«>r«‘d to be called fur. 

Now, to speak of the time am! filsce at 
which this most extraordmary malice was 
engendered— I say exUitoTdMjary, for it was 
so indeed, hcing pent up in my bosom from 
the bejjirming of the year lHv7, until March, 
1898, when it fijund vint in the report 
which gave occuvsion to t!»e late trial. 1 
never, in my life, heard of joalice festering 
snd rankling tor such a period, and espe- 
cially, J will show you, when there was 
ample opportunity of gratifying these bane- 
ful feelings of n-vt ngf. I he cifcuinstances 
which look place at the dinner, to which to 
I ttucii allusion iuis been made, were briel^ 

! ibes#.— -VV hen the toast of “ ibeColleglHif 
! Surgeons’* was piveii, I rose, and reqoftt<sd 
[to knowofthu Chairman, whether it wts 
I intended to drink live henUhs arthe Counell 


look to ihes<> refK»rt», and you will see, cu-f of the (hdlege— a Imdy'f^^ I enter-* 
riously imougli, that on the very subject of tain no reverene# or f«s|»ect*--or whether 
lithotomy, theft- are ahimadrerfions of the the loait tneluded the mfuobeis at large* 
strongest kind, cooebed in no measured There was much confosioa and uproar, 
terms, but expressive of the facta. In The althongh 1 did but calmly and coolly mako 
Lani et of July 99, 1896, (the *' msUce,” the humiiy; aod;||iome perooim w^ w 
you know, not being brewwf until the begio- partieuWy voeili||oi. ind «a|«rto pftt iiM 
ning of 1897,) Otero m tho foUtMngto* deiw, liiiid 
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anally offeiiiive j and amongat others, Mr. 
Bi Cooper particularly applied the remark to 
himaelf, la coDseijuence he vacated hia 
apftt; and, after some angry altorcation, I 
left the room, as 1 am rMy to admit, wiili a 
very strong feeling against mo. Gentlemen, 
you may very fairly question the propriety, 
taste, and discretion, of the line of conduct I 
adopted j but whatever may be your opinions 
ou litis point, such were the facts, When I 
had loft the room, reflecting that from the 
j>ersonal manner in which Mr, Cooper had 
looked upon the affair, that the matter could 
not rest here, I addressed a note, request- 
lug to speak to Iviin. 1 then told Mr, 
Coopor ti>at he had acted upon an erroneous 
kUppoaitiou--that my observations bad no 
personal reference to him. We shook 
hands, and JMr. Cooper offered to walk back 
with me into the room ; this 1 declined. 

IV hat was my conduct after tins affair I 1 
continued to report from Guy’s Hospital; 
and it is fair to conclude, that if I had im* 
hihed the revengeful rpirit which has been 
attributed to me, 1 should have sought an 
early opportunity of stabbing Mr. Cooper’s 
reputatioo. Hut how stand the facts ? Why, 
in March, 18^7, a few — very few weeks 
after this direful malice had bi en created, ! 
performed tlia operation of tying the carotid 
nneiy, and Mr. B, Cooper was with me on 
that occasion as a friend. This, to be suie, 
looks very like malice. Massing over this, 
lot us luok to Ihti reporUatti hospital cases 
treated by Mr. trooper. It is hut fair again, 
I say, to presume that I wjis here eaoeed- 
ingly viruleot-^tliat a hui/mi animus pervaded 
the whole — that the deep and bitter spirit of 
revenge ran through au which I wrote ap- 
pertaining to Mr. Cooper, Hero is a speci- 
men ; it was on Uio occasivn of Mr. Cou|>er 
tying the sqhdavlau artery, aud runs thus. 

There was a most crowded assemblage 
colioctad to witness this spectacle ; the 
Operation was certainly ettrcied iu amaster- 
ly style. Although wo cordially coicur 
with tlitt adage- kit Hta, m «,r bene, yet 
where celerity can be combined with safety, 
as it was i^* the present operation, it must 
oounmami ndiniratiun.” U may he said that 
there were no op; oriunities, during nperiird 
of fifteen mpnths, *»f ahowing malice—ihat 
^l| tlio cases treated by Mr. Cooper wore of 
||l|« same praiseworthy descnptioa as the 
o^ration 1 have just spoken of. But it 
Will be eeeit* in rofeience to Tme Lakc*t 
for the yea# tUi*?, there w*er« variout cases 
Taportea, wlueh afforM maple opportunity 
ft tetlifying revenge, if 1 had entertained 
itt Kot to go through i)l the qotow'ard 
eiHiea, I inay menMOfi » case of hernia, 
where e portion of omentum wat removed 
by Mr. Cooper, and teth eneued from in* 
tomid btemorrhege* l||^ noeaeofher* 
i|i»i wbiM WM redttcedi 


and the patient died front fmeid extxnvasa* 
tiou into the cavity of the abdomen* 

I have thus endeavoured to show you. 
Gentlemen, that no change took place in my 
conduct of reporting towards Mr. Bransby 
Cooper, after the time and occasion at 
which it has been affirmed *• maliei' com- 
menced. l^ok at fire remarks made upon 
the operation of tying the subclavian artery, 
and tell me whether you can or do, for a 
moment, think they bear the impress of 
malice. 1 must now allude to a transaction 
in private life, WijrrieDdly act on my part 
towards Bransby uooper — one for which he 
must know and feel that he stands indebted 
to me — one which, if he were present, I 
hope and think he would acknowledge. You 
are all aware, that in 18*27 it was stated in 
various sources, that Sir Astley Cooper had 
entirely retired from practice, A paragraph 
at thia time appeared in the Manting Herutd, 
to tlie effect, that Sir Astley had left his 
house in Spring Gardens, and had com- 
pletely withdrawn from practice. I need 
not tell you, that to Mr. B. Cooper, who 
was looking forward in expectation of suc- 
ceeding to some portion, at least, of hii 
uncle’s practice, this paragraph had an in- 
jurious tendency. reopTe would reason 
thus — Sir*\jitley is gone from Spring Gar- 
dens, and 1 will go to some one else. Feel- 
ing this, 1 expressed my opinion to Mr. B. 
Cooper, and ativised him to procure the in* 
sertion of another paragraph to the effect, 
that although the fonnci assertion was true 
in respect to Sir Astley resigning practice, 
yet it was not so ax regards the house, 
which, (for such was the fact,) had belonged 
to Mr. ii. Caopr for some time past, and 
that h(* had succeeded to hia ancle’s prac- 
tice. Mr, Cooper called at my house at 
Walworth twice on the day after I had men- 
lioned this affutr to him, and begged that I 
would advise him as to the form of the pa- 
ragraph, and means of procuring its inser- 
tion. My* advice was followed, and a para- 
graph, 1 believe, did make its appeorancq to 
the effect Uiat I advised. Gentlemen, 1 
should have been ashamed to mention this, 
hi d I not been so bitterly anti wrongfully 
accus(*d of writing the late report from ma- 
lice. 1 never did entertain soch feeling, 
litd attest tliat, 

of ill meo living, 1 am tb« Iva&t capable of 
baa^ring anitoosity for any 1eu|:theued pe- 
riod. I feel warmly, often a{M(ak warmly, 
and not uufrequently act with much warmth j 
but if you believe the assertion of malice 
made against me, you must really believe 
my venom to be exceedingly cold-blooded — 
a deep, dark, bitter revenge, over which I 
brooded for fifteen months, even, during 
tluatime, caressing the victim \ w as about to 
ihtite, 1 will detain you no longer o. this 
bfladi but t wtU now »»y a few works on 
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whtt Bu been caUed tbe /‘unprofeswonel” my profeseionel existence— to bim am I in 
nature of tlie report Looking at the literal gratitude bound. What then had I been the 
meaning of tliia word, lain to suppose by unconsoioua means of effecting 1 Why, of 
this charge, that the report was not written seriously impeding, if not of utterly blight* 
in the usual mannsr of professional cases, ing, tlte profeasiooal career of hia eldest 
the dramatic form being substituted for the son, to whom he was anxiously looking up, 
narrative. Are the members of this Society as a relief iu declining years. No man, save 
then, to sit as judges of style iu writing] myself, can tell the feeling with which I 
Gentlemen, I witnessed the operation in | entered tlie witness-box; and 1 say thus 
question, and no words which 1 could em- iinuch, to account for any thing hearing the 
ploy would adequately convey to you the appearance of dismay or trepidation, 
state of my feelings ou the subject ; 1 wrote It may have appeared to some that I 
the report under the excitement of those made a false stati^iuent respecting the pro- 
feelings ; I characterised it iu terms which curing of Mr. Clapham’s dlidoma from 


you, who have not seen that which I saw, 
may regard as harsh, but I felt that the jus- 
tice of the case demanded that it should be 
depicted iu the most vivid colours. 1 main- 
tain here, os I Iiave done elsewhere, and 
ever will maintuizi, to the last hour of my 
life, that not one aizjgle iota of what 1 hare 
written is untrue. IVhen the esprit de corps 
sJiall with me outweigh the belter feelings j 
of humanity, I may, jierhaps, comprehend i 
what is really meanly by stigmatizing iJie 
report as *' unprofessiorial.” So painfully i 
ncute were my leclings on the subject, tliat ! 
1 will say, if tlm case occurred again to- i 
morrow, 1 should describe it in u similar | 
manner. | 

It has been made matter of accusation | 
against me, that I evinced much hesitation | 
in giving mv evidence iu the late trial, and 
the extra-judicial remark of Lord Tenterden 
has been cited against me. Hesitation 1 
insiv' have been guilty of, hut not prevarica - 1 
tion or contradiction. 1 assure you, gentle- i 
men, that when 1 was asked respecting the i 
affair at Guy’s dinner, I was completely! 
bewildered, so entirely and effectually was 
the whole occurrence buried within me, 

I wag required to swear positively on sub- 
jects whicli Izad totally passed from iny 
memory, and, because I hesitated, 1 am 
condemned. 1 suppose that, if I had gone 
into the witness-box, and sworn straight | 
forward,’' through thick and thin, without 
any deliberation, then we should liave heard 
nothing about hesitation. Gentlemen sliould 
reflect for one moment upon the appalling 
circumstances under which 1 entered the 
witness-box. Feeling, as 1 did, that Uie 
whede case hinged 

writer of the w£ioh tl«[ whole: 

cause sprung,— is it not natural to idip}ioM 
tty mind was deeply and painfully agi- 
tated? It was so; and, in this state of 
feeling, Jet me lemiiid you of what occurred, 
JVly cousin Claphani,, who was called to 
town, through my agency, to give evidence 
in this case, met me at the door of ilie court, 
as I was about to be called forward, and 
briefly informed me of what had transpifssd 
respecting himself. I was apprenticed to Mr. 
Clapham’s father ; to him am 1 indebted ibr 


Apothe{:.^ries’ Hall, because 1 said, in reply 
to a question of counsel, that 1 was not 
aware of Clapliam’s going to the Hall, and 
that when he informed me, I was much sur- 
prised ; whereas the socretriry of the Com- 
pany deposed, tliat a certii'icate of moral 
character was given, bearing ray signature, 
i J have no hesitation in avowing, that this 
certificate was written by me, nnd 1 shall be 
readily able to explain the apparent contra- 
diction htlwetn this act and my evidence, 
when I toll you the certificate was one of a 
general rialurp, being a testimonial of pro- 
fessional Jibility, as well as of excellent 
private chi>r.acler» having no particular re- 
A^rence to the Hall. 1 knew that it was 
Clapham’s intention to pass the Hall before 
he left tow’D, but he was summoned linstily 
'away, in consequence of the severe illness 
i of his father ; atiff he, therefore, j'assed his 
examination wifh but a few days’ prepora- 
lioii, when lie cuine to my houee, and in- 
formed me and my family, lo our great sur- 
prise, that he had obtained liis diploma. I 
do most explicitly declare, that 1 was en- 
tirely ignorant of the means be had used to 
prove his being of suffleient age, nor did 1 
know, in fact, what was his precise age. I 
hnv'o no wish to gloss over the immorality 
and high culpability of making affirmation to 
that which the person knows to be false — 
yet if extenuation can he pleaded, what can 
be more powerfully urged, than the desire 
of rendering a sick, and for aught he could 
foresee, tt dying parent, happy ? This young 
man is the Impe, the mein stay, of a large 
I family, who would look to Idm for support, 

I from professional exertion, iu the event of 
! bis fii^ier’s decease ; and 1 know, and be# 
j lieve, that a contenqilation of this led to the 
I commiflsion of the ofleiice. 

I have thus endeavoured, Gentlemen, to 
explain satisfactorily to you eyety part of 
my conduct in the late trial, t have been 
compelled to he my own aoeuaer, and my 
own defender. But why it ihia atticfc 
alone made upon me-— wby am I ringledout 
as a libeller— -why ain I proscribed, and ah 
attempt made, asiiiHre. to hunt me down t 
If even-handed juilla is to he dealt 001-— 
if this be n mewiiire cidcutoM to 
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degradfttba OB the writer of that wbicli Mr* KvAns. Sir, I, for one ^ ask to 
judged to be i libel — I a«k again why am 1 know the natare of tlie charge brought 
alone aelected ? A jury of the country ageinst Mr. Lambert. It is a patofv:V situ* 
hare undoubtedly decided against the re- alion for a man to be placed in ; Bod 1 .am 
port which 1 wrote — but 1 ask, is there no sorry to find, that those who have proposed 
person in this Society against whom a jury this ipiestion have given no oi>portunity of 
have also decided 1 Is there not a member fixing any definite charge against Mr. Lam> 
now ill this room) who was convicted of one bert. My impression against him waa 
of the most cold-blooded, malignant, and strong, and I came down here to give my 
atrocious libels, that ever was penned — one vote against him ; hut that was before I 
wliich was declared to be as low and con- bad heard his explanation. Since he has 
tt-mptiblein its style, as it was scandalous come forward hi open, bold, and manly 
aud infamous in its insinuation — and one manner he has doii^ and given the expla- 
which the cowardly ossussiii dared not justify ? nation he has made, X feel that I ought 
13ut, then, to be sure, all this was done not to vote against him. Mr. Lambert has, 
against the Xhlitor of I'liE Lakcet — lies and to rny complete satisfaction, done away W'ith 
scandal are, then, of course, fair weapons, the charge of malus animut, on his part, to- 
llut I trust this Society will not lend itself wards Mr. (.hooper; and, in respect to the 
to a base faction, who seek to crush me, on charge of hesitation in the writueBS-hox, I 
account of niy having been connected with can readily believe that a man of the strict- 
Tub Lakcet, and, as such, contributed to est iutegrity, with aensitive feelings, and a 
expose their shallowness tutu rottenness. 1 mind tortured as Mr. Lambert's was — I 
would simply ask, whether this is to he a say that 1 can easily conceive such a man 
ballot to c.xpel me, because 1 have done would he<?itute. and he would thus wear the 
wrong lu writing the report, or, rather, is impress of having something to conceal, 
it because 1 coiitiibuted to The Lancet t I trust that this Society will not identify 
Oh ! 1 will venture to say, tliai if the report itself with the romour out of doors ; it was 
hud been drawn up against Mr. Wokley, or upon that which 1 had formed my opinion, 
any of his friends, we aliould have heard and 1 trust the Society will now hesitate 

nothing of tt ballot for my expulsion. So before it comes to that decision which, in 

much for the love of jusiice— the respect all probability, will be fatal to his views in 
for the profession, which, 1 dare say, w*e future life. 

shall hear someihing about. Gentlemen, it A Member, whose name we could not 
may savour sotnevdiat of ejjotifni for me to i learn, said, — My rcoson for not voting ou 
0 sseit it, but having a eovri't and cowardly this question is, that there is.no specific 
attack made upon me, 1 shall be excused in charge brought forward. 1 cannot conceive 
saying, that the whole tenor of iny life hos it justice to ask a vote from us against 
been strictly correct and honourable. There Mr. Lambert, wdien there is no specific 
is no human being who can say aught in dis- charge whatever brought forward. 1 do 
paragement of iny character ; 1 should not ^nink some originators of ibis resolution 

iear to have every action of my life written tliere must have been j 1 know them not, 

iu large characters, and laid upon that table but let those Gentlemen come forward la 
for inspection. For my success in life, 1 tho bold manner Mr. Lambert has done ; 
am mainly indebted to iny own exertions, let tliem state their charges openly, and 
1 have pursued the study of my profession then let us be asked to vote, 
with aeal and u!!siduity. 1 linve done no Dr. Guecory considered the report to 
wrong, and I fenr no man. If 1 have not have been mode in an uiiprofeasional man- 
txplaitied all satisfactorily, I slmll be happy uer, but declared, that if Mr. Lambert would 
to do so in answer to nny que.stioti that may reiruct his statement, that if he bad the re- 
be put to roe, or iu reply to nny observation port to make again, he would do it in the 
that may be made on ivliut I have said. some manner, lie should vote for his con- 
[Iu the course of the speech, the Chair- tinuing a Member ot the Society, 
mhii, in the most unluir and indecorous tire Pnraii>#r, fiodiBg at. this period 
inadiker, repeatedly interrupted Mr* Lam- tiro fnclibaucn oTthe XXeeting to bejn fa^ 
bert) mlvisiug him as a “ Fiiiend not to vour of Air, Lambert, andhis despicable and 
idoke inainuatious against any member of infamous associates in orighrotiug this ma* 
the Society, Bi they were uaneceseary to ligmtut step afraid to let lhent$elve.s be 
the *Vdefe.nce,*‘ and not ** befitting the known, — {;ogged, and unable to open their 
situition'' iu which Mr, Lambert stood.] lips, abdicolcd his seat iu favour of Dr, 
The PjtBSineNT. Oeutlemen, the ballot- ^ionierville, that he luiglit advance on tlio 
box will now be placed at the bottom of the opposite side of the question, and iuvigo- 
tabid, end the Members will do as they rate his seulking companions with fresh 
pleaie in giving their ba||ij|#i from a sense cou^ge ; and he thus began 
of |ttstke) knowing the Kure of the ques- Sir, I know ndthing on this occasion of 

msUcc ; 1 know ttolbing of any malice, but 
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tlieri if « duty whidi w$ owt to oanoives 
and (bf profeation, I say Adri lAmbert, in 
bit deifiriptton of ^&t oprntion, w«a guilty 
of • riohitioD of doty tovardf o«« of bis pro* 
feuionai bratbrfn. In what be did, be waa 
dois| ttuto Mr. Cooper that which be would 
not Uke othera to do to bira. if Mr, 
bort wai perfonning an operation, and 1 
dare say be baa performed many, and very 
ably, and another was to consider the ope- 
ration w'sa not well performed, and reported 
in such a manner to the nrofeasioo and the 
public, 1 am quite sure would not like it. 
Tbia gentleman aaya, and, in truib, be de- 
olatea, be is the avowed reporter of Tut 
lanciT, and the author of most of those 
reports Utat came to it. Now I state as 
one, that t wilt not ait Integer in the Society 
of wdiioh be ia a member. 1 slate before 
God, that I have no malice towards him. 1 
have seldom read the paper of which lie 
•ays be ia the reporter, and 1 can bate 
formed no particular opinion ■, but from what 
1 bare read, and from wbal 1 have beard of 
Ae report of this operation, it ia any thing 
but profeaaionil ; it ia any thing but Umt 
which ought to emanate from a man who 
underatands hit profeaaion, who has a Chris- 
tian feeling witluo bis breast, and that ought 
to prevail ia bis eoitduct as to the public 
iod himself. Sir, 1 am not afraid to utter 
any tbiog in tliis Society, when truth and 
Cbfiatiati cbarity are in the way. I state, 
in the brat iotuoce, that Mr. tamfaert has 
acted uoprofeaaionaily in the manner in 
which be reported that operation ; in the 
aecond place, 1 aay that he prevaricated ia 
the witneas box, and that one of the mildest, 
and most upright judges this country ever 
saw, has expn ased hia opiniou upon it, and 
Nlr. Lambert has gone forward to the pub- 
lic, [ike Cain, with a mark branded on hit 
forehead. (Great confusion.) 1 beg leave 
to state, while I was in Uie Chair, that 1 
permitted .Mr. I.amliert to he heard with 
tience 1 ! and that 1 prevented aiiy thing 
ing said iiyurious to hia feeiiuga ; 1 trust, 
Uitrefore, while 1 am addressing the Chair, 
Uie same indulgence may be meted out to 
me. Sir, 1 aay it was broadly stated ia the 
face of the public, that that gentleman had 
not answered otic queition in a siraighi for- 
ward way ns be pugbt to bava dont- Mf.' 
l.ambert ated not aay that 1 belong to i 
party, or that I came hare to vote agiinat 
him because 1 have malice against him* 1 
know notliing of Mr. Lambert, I know' no- 
thing of Mr, Bransby (flooper] I never saw 
Air. Cooper, to my knowledge, in the eourae 
of my life. 1 never apoke'to him. 1 am not 
jttdfriug between Mr. jLambert and Air, 
Cooper; I have a higher reapeot than that 
which 1 entertain for either of tbem-^tbe 
hoiionr of the profesaiofi» 1 eonoeiva tliat 
Ihii profofiiOA IftobflmhiitpitaiiW 


nowabla profeaaion j that men in it are to 
aet in a atraight forward and bonourabla 
mannar; that they aro to act that 
against which Mr, Lambert appeared to 
sneen—an e^^ni de mpi— to act in a yruy 
calculated to honour the profeiiion, and not 
to display the apott in the sun, when they 
would not, but for their conduct, be per- 
ceived. Sir, if Mr. Cooper was the bad 
surgeon which Mr. Lambert auppoaea him 
to be, tuU it ia not becoming of Mr. Lam- 
berti or of any member of the profeiaion, to 
hold him up to animadveraiou. Sir, if be had 
had the Imuourof the profeaaion at heart, he 
would have gone to Mr. Cooper in private, 
and lamented over what had happened. I 
cenceive it a presunsption to tell a man, 
even in private, such as Mr. Cooper, that 
he has done wrong ; but to come to the 
public, to bluKou these circuinstancea be- 
fore every one— good God ! is it possible that 
be loves the profession [ No man who loves 
his profession could have done so. Now, 
Sir, ] do condemn my friend l)i. Gregory 
for the atatemeiit he has made, ihougli 1 do 
give him the credit of believiug it was done 
Irotn good feeling, Mr. Lambert did not 
end hia a{>eech in the manner l)r. Gregory 
said he did. He said, that if he had to make 
the report over again to-morrow, he would 
do it in precisely the loina way. lie has, 
therefore, dune tlie act, and he glories in i^ 
He has stigTiuiiised thechiiracierof another, 
and he gturira in bis couducl. .Sir, upon 
the whole, 1 do ouuceive that Mr. Lambert 
is unworthy to be a member of tliis Society ; 
i shall vole against hitof every 

man who has a true sense of the honour of 
his professiau at heart, will also vole against 
him. 

.Mr. I.AMuain , As I have already occu- 
pied so l<»ng a time, 1 shall now occupy hut 
a very few motneuts longer. I return JJr* 
Thomson my licmk#, for having come for* 
ward in the " straight forward'* manuer he 
has done. But Dr, Thomson has entirely 
forgotten the uisiinciion between public and 
private characier. Good God ! are w« to cast 
a cloak over the situation and conduct of 
public olhcers ? if 1 were in a public &itu* 
utioti, I should consider it a duty 1 owed 
to the public, that every case should ba 
to»{iortfMi that came under my hards, goal 
or bad. l>r. Thomson hai, therefore, otir 
tlroly miitokeu the view 1 uke. If l bkd 
followed iba base exampio of ono noniotr 
now in Utts room— if 1 had ateppad over any 
man's tbrealiold* and carried vnnoiu into do* 
meatic life— if 1 bad eotored that aanctuary 
hitherto regarded aa laered, by all but the 
vaneat acuin of writtra— if 1 bad tom aaido 
Ibe rail of privfte Itfe^ and bad attempted to 
bold a man up to balamy ai a loatlmome eii* 
mioal, guilty ^ III moat horrid oHma to' 
wardi loetotyi m a& iJdi whii I kmU 
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to be faUe— then, indeed, I *110014 b»?e [me, tad then refute me ea opftortitaity of 
deserved your sconi and reprobutioa. I defending niyteU V’ 

Mere ask tgain , wliy Imve not the Society A scene oftUe greateat coofuaion oow took 
testified their honest and just indi^i^ation at place. Violent attempts from within were 
such conduct 1 It is true that 1 said, that if made completely to shut the door, whilst 
1 had the report to write over again, 1 an immense throng of visiters and members, 
should do it in the some manner as that assembled on the outside, for a consider* 
which I had done ; but 1 said that 1 wrote able period prevented it. Dr. Webster, and 
it under the highest feelings of excitement, various others, declared themselves per* 
As to Dr. Thomson’s threat of retiring from j fectly incapable of sluitting tlie door, or of 
the Society, it is {irobsble that hU presence pushing back the visitors. Air. W’akley, who 
here will not be much disturbed by me ; was standing in lobby, again earnestly 

I have not attended the Society once this entreated that gentlemen would not 

season before, and, but for this afiair, it is attempt to force the door. Dr. Gregory re- 
very probable that 1 should not hove been quested that aome persons would run to the 
Iiere ngaiQ. As to his resignation, I sup- nearest Police Office for a supply of armed 
pose tliat nothing short of uu earthquake we«/.V (Roars of laughter, hurraing, and 
would ensue, after it. hissing.) The Doctor, finding no one obe* 

Dr. Jon NSi ON i:. Sir, I came here the dient to his call, forced himself into the 
last night on which the Socie ty met, not | passage, exclaiming, ** I’bey say it can’t be 
knowing any thing n bout this question; I j done, but 1*11 see that it’s done.*' When, 
knew noihing whaterer of it when 1 enter- j with an appearance a* wild as a deer, and 
ed the room, and 1 will now state my rea* | as pale as a ghost, he thought he had go^ 
sons for meaning to give my vote against out of the room, he was under Uie neces* 
Mr. Lambert. Is it no degradniion of Mr. si ty of roaring out, ** Oh! my foot, my 
Lambert to look back to his course of iii'e 1 foot ; you’ve got my foot inside ; let out my 
Can he state a single instance where a stu- foot.” (Immense laughter and confution.) 
dent has been turned out of three hospitals, ^ At length, having succeeded in geuing out 
out of two, or out of one, for good conduct! by piece-meal, with the exception, as we 
If he can bring forward one such instance, I thought, of a portion of hi* brown great coat 
shall then vote fur him. (Confusion.) Is! being left behind, he fiew two or three 
it no degradation for the Lord Chief Justice timea up and down the stairs, in * wild 
to stale, that ho h«d not answered one unmeaning manner, and then returned and 
question in a slrnighi forward manner 1 Sir, planted himself outside of Oie door, pro- 
on that ground 1 shall vote agninst him. for testing that he would himself act as a 
we do not w’ant suoli agents in tliis Sotnety. pdicee^irer. In the couree of his stand at 
Was there no degradation in the evidence the door, he repeatedly applied for some of 
of Dr. Hodgkin and of Mr. Key. lespectiug the Members of the Saciety to relieve him, 
Mr. Lninbert ! Did not Mr, Lambert go up by taking his situation, and permitting him 
to l)r. Hodgkin, and say — here. Sir, is a to get back to hi* seat ; at length he was 
hole b<'twe<»n the rectum and bladder H obliged to declare to the apectaturs, — 
What did he mean hv that ! 1 shall not say, “ I’here’s not a men in the Society will take 

but leave it to the Society to state what he my place.” ** Ao, (observed one of the 
meant by it. The rrpurt stated that the Gentlemen present) that is the most cor* 
cellular membrane was easily iaeerahU-- reel assertion you ever made in your life ; 
erm, that it was /aermted, Kvea his friend, nor is there a man in the universe, but your- 
Mr. Wakley, at the trial, argued that Mr. self, who would so far degrade himself a* 
•Lambert had made the oj euing- — ‘'That's to come forward, in so unblushing and so 
} Ai.sK,” exclaimed a voice from without, in | disgraceful a manner, to be the citampion of 
a t(tne which struck such terror into Poor i «ucl» ‘hole and comer proceedings.' Why 
Jemmy, that his jaw fell with »n audible j should you connect yourself with proceed* 
^.lick, and, in a few sectnids afterwards, he ings that you ure ashamed of, and that you 
jhimself dropped on his seat, without utter* diire uot permit the eyy of the public to 
ingimother W'ord. The unfortunate animal *cr«tiiii*eV’ ** I doivY 1^^ th* 

him etRlently recognised the voice, as had Doctor. “ Who is th* proiocutor T* There 
ilto thO-A'ellow Goth, lloderiek, who, with 1* no prosecutor,” answered the doctor, 
pallid lip and cadaverous etieek, yelled, ** Then the more despicable your conduct. 

Keep km imf “ keep him out.’' Send Dr, Thompson’s conduct, too, In leaving the 
for the poUce,*’ said lltKieriok. “Send lbrcY/ chair, and making a speech to bias the 
the pauce/' iVehly ejaculated poor fainting Meeting, was in a piece with Uie whole of 
^Otomy. ** Shoot th* dowr/’---^* the dowr'— the nefarious coadpet,” ** Yes,” said Dr* 
th* Aaxanxxx Duu in the Gregory, “ I agree, and have always 
Chair, (.v* which Mr. W|kle v exclaimed — thought it was highly improper for the Chair- 
** do you not admit m« T’ ** Why aie man to take any part in the proeeedinga. ” 
yod *0 ooargidty a* to mtlko eharge# againat Amidat thi* aort of tamult, both outoid* 
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and inside* wns (he balldt taken, and tlie I 
expulsion of Mr. Lambert declared to liave 
been earned. 'J'his Star Chamber business 
v^aa concluded at ten o’clock, trben the| 
Meeting broke up. 
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£* 

Dr. IIaslam, President, in the Chair. 

POINT or OnOER — SPECIMEN OF DISEASED 
HEAHT.— COINCIDENCE OF DISEASED REC* | 
TCU triTH PlllHISlS PULMONAUS. j 

When the Members began to assemble at a ; 
few minutes before eiglil o’clock, the time- i 
piece in the Society’s room was observed to 
be ten minutes behind the proper time. A 
gentleman near us observed, tbat it had been 
put back for some purpose or other. The 
President desired one of the d.M)r-keeper« 
(a son of the Registrar) to put it forward 
to tlie proper hour. 'I'he President took 
the chair at eight o’clock, and the Registrar 
not king present, he retpiested the door- 
kee]ier to inform him that the lime for com- 
mencing tlie business of the Society had 
arrived. 

The Recxsthak, at 6 ve minutes past 
eight o’clock, made his appearance, and 
stated, that as the Council were engaged in 
some very important business below, he did 
not know whether the President might 
think proper to delay commencing business 
until they arrived. 

The President observed, that if he (the 
Kegistrar) were present, that was quite suf- 
dicieol ; be did not see that he had any 
right to wait for the Council ; indeed tbui 
was quite out of the question, therefore he 
requested the Registrar to read the minutes 
of the last evening's proceedings, declaring 
the business of the ^ciety to have com- 
menced. 

The mitmies of the last Meeting were* 
read. 

Dr. Bi-ick requested to know whether 
the President had taken the opinion of th| 
Council urmn a point of Order be 
he aboqld do I - ' . ‘ V ; 

The President replied, lUOt hehkiijh|i 
no conversaiion wbattver with the Cobneit ; 
he had had no inforiuation from them, nor 
had he been delegated with any answer to! 
the question put to him. 

Dr. Ram ADOE exhibited to the Society 
five hearts, in a state of auricular ventxicnlar 
contraction, which he had collected within 
the last fortnight i there "was also hypertro- 
phy in some of the auricles and Teuiriclea. 
One of them, piirtiettl«ly,nrw atcry bmii- 


fiil specimen. Tlie muscular suhstance of it 
was extremely thickened ; hypertrophy in 
the left ventricle, a contracuon at the right 
of the aorta, a strong hand of muscular 
fibres crossing I he base of the tbbe, sb as 
considerably to have impeded the flow of 
j blood, and,’ by the aildilional force required 
I to throw it oiit, a portion of the aorta had 
become elongated, and nearly driven off 
from its connexion with tl>« heart. 

Mr. IIoKEYWOOD wished to know the 
symptoms which led Dr. llamadgej during 
life, to conclude, that the patients nad dis- 
eased hearts. 

Dr. Ramadob had seen them Tvhen la- 
[houring under a state, ofdiopsy. There was 
I a good deal of fluid in the lower part of the 
I chest. The ventricles were to be heard 
I acting very feebly, except in the instance 
I where tlie left ventricle was in a state of 
i hypertrophy, and then there was consider- 
able action. The patients, for a long lime 
' before their dissolution, could not remain in 
their recumbent jwsiteon. Placing them in 
a chair, and gelling an assistant to hold tbo 
inferior extremities and lower part of their 
bodies steadily, by shaking the superior 
part, fluid in the chest was distincllv heard 
to undulate. There were .strong sonorous 
syniptuins also. Tfio respitalor;y functions 
did not art clearly. In some of the cases 
there was a strong impulse communicated to 
the finger behind the ribs opposite tlie heart, 
by some small arteries, which, under com- 
mon circumstances, are not detectable by 
the touch. 

The UrGxsTHAR,(the Council having now 
ootered the room, and. it being upwards of 
twenty minutes past eight o’clock,) begged 
to interrupt Dr. Romadgp, for the purpose 
of stating, that a paper had just been put 
into }ij 8 bands from the Council, wutli a. re- 
quest that it might bo read to the Society. 

'I'lie President. Is it in the ordinary 
routine of business to read it now I 

The HtGisTRAn. 1 am directed by the 
Council to read it. 

'Jhe PnF.iuDENT. Well, but ii it in order 
that it should bo read ! That is the first 
thing, I presume, to be exorntned into. I 
should he very hajipy to read any thing that 
}% sent up by tlio Cotuitil ; hut whether Uui 
interesting subject that Dr. Uamadg 0 it 
bliqn is to he inteiTupted by the reading Of 
thit''pa|^r, I shnll take the sense ofthe So- 
dety ^Oenllemen, I give ttO opinion 
upon it myself, hut will take tbe sente of 
the Socieiv upon tbe ouestioQ« 'iliose that 
are of opvqion that tliis idaqto from the 
Council sbould nciw be read to the internip* 
tion and exclusion of die ordinary bMiOesa 
of. the Society, will please to tlgmiy Ihe 
same by lioldin^ iij^ theU right hands. 

Mr. Proctor*! I: think, !ilr. Frerident, 

before ptttiug tlio quosriOfi) I ought to ob* 
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ame. tliAtlam tare tlie Council woul4 not 
Bcnd up any tiring tb®t va« not interetting 
to the body Oi‘ the Socioty. 1 eppteWnd it 
will be better to hear tl>e paper read before 
your motton ia put» and then the seu&e. of tlie 
Society c&u be taken, whether it abould be 
•greed to or not 

The PftFaiOKKT. It ii my duty tb pot it 
to the Society, wbether the business of the 
Society should, in the hrst place, be in'* 
terruptfd by the reading of it. 

Mr. AiHw EiL. Sir, 1 do not know what 
the paper is ; but 1 have now had the plea* 
sure of belonging to this Society for a very 
long time, end T have never heard such a 
qaeation os this entertained for one moment. 
1 do not know that it is in accordance w*ith 
the law; but, as a matter of courtesy, 1 
hare always observed, that any paper sent 
up by the Council to be read, was put to the 
Society at once. As 1 said bt'fore, 1 know 
nothing about what U»e paper is, but 1 can- 
not conceive that the Council would send it 
here, if it did not relate to a matter of essen- 
tial interest. 

The President. I am precisely of your 
opinion, but 1 cannot admit that for which 
there appears to be no law. 1 respect every 
thing that Comes from the Council, but I. do 
.conceive it to be my duty to take the sense 
of the Society upon wJieiher this paper 
should now he read, to (he exclusion of the 
business at preseul going on. 

Dr. Shearman. Before, Sir, the question 
is put, 1 would ask, in what nn awkward 
predkam^rti such a course places the Coun- 
cin AftCir coming to n decision upon a 
question they hare had under tlf-ir conside- 
ra^on, if it is not to be yreriuitted to be 
communicated to the. Society, the acts of the 
Council become luitiiely aunulied. They 
have come to a tcaoluliou of vital import- 
Mice, upon 'Which they think it is essen- 
tial for them to take soiue measure, and they 
W'is!) it to be communicated to tiie Society \ 
but if the question from the chair is to be 
put, then that will be just us much as to 
nay, \V hat are the deliberations of the Coun- 
cil to us I Thoto deliberations are to go for 
nothing. (Cries of read, rt-ml.) 

The Pri'Sident. Then, gentlemen, if it be 
your pleasure, it shall be rend. : f, 

r TTie Rccistrar now read the 

The pHEStDKNT. Gentlemen, thiit y<4 
my yerfeoUy understand tMs T shaM 

md It to yoH again. It Tlist • spe* 
dial general meeting of |}»o Society be aoiu- 
irOhm for Monday, UieT9th instant, to take 
ialO fionaidefwtioit tire conduct of Mr» James 
Lmbeit, and to take eueh joeasurea as 
ohMl thtm aemn iBt* Cnaoimously carried^ 
Leonard Stuati, Cbijarmsu* Mb January. 
iSfp,** — Now, ••. tbtt. mdinary faufiness of 
Society bao- boon interrupted, if it be 
yout to prod^^d ii<ihu 


tion, I have not the slighteatobjeelton ; be- 
.cauae, let it be fully uudt'Tstood, that it is 
for you, and not fpr myself, that 1 wis*h to 
preserve every degree of order aod regular- 
ity that appertains to this Society. X' should 
presume, hef ire we meet to canvass the 
conduct of any genlleroan, that somelody 
will inform us what is the nature of the de- 
linquency that is to be inquired into, (cries 
of hear, hear,) in order to know what we are 
about, and windier it is proper to call a 
meeting or not. ^|(eor, hear.) 

Mr. Proctor. 1 think it would not be 
fair to the individual himself, to canvass tJie 
reasons, at present, of coming to this re- 
solution ; because Mr. Lambert will have 
the opportunity of defending himself at a 
future period ; be will then have his friends 
around him, and 1 ho}>e he will be able to 
acquit himself; but it appears to the Coun- 
cil that there is enough to warrant them in 
calling a general meeting. 

'J he PftKsiorKT. But a general meeting 
muht be called for a specific object, and that 
object must be stated. What has he done I 

Mr. Proctor. Why, that is the quesuon 
he is to be asked. 

'i he pRf SiDiNT, Well, but every person 
accused has a copy of his indictment. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr. pRoctoR. Sir, we hold him innocent 
at present, and he will have mi opportunity 
of defending himself; but 1 tiiink it ia 
within the competency of tbe Conncil to 
request that the meeting shall be called. 

Tlie President. You hold him innocent. 
Sir, aud yet you appoint a day for his trial ! 
What is the meaning of that f 

Mr. Shkabi-ev. What business have we 
I with Mr. Lnmberfs cbaracter 1 1 know no- 
thing of Mr. Lambert; but if his cundnet 
here is to come into collision with whaljiT 
apprehend, is really meant, — that which 
took jilttce upon the late trial, — then 1 say 
that we have nothing ot all to do with it. 
Ilea Mr. Lambert luiabehaved himself, ot 
not, here I That is the question. 

'I*he UruisTnAH. Sir, 1 rise to order. 
We cannot indulge here in these observa- 
tions. 'I'his ia a simple notificatlou from 
the Council. 

The Precxornt. A simple notiBcaticm t 
mutt explain. Sir. 

v ^ M SAi.sro>r. ' 1 beg pardon ; but I must 
#H»gree with what has fallen from Mr. 
field. I left the Council, improperly, per- 
haps, too soon, as it uow appears. 1 was 
not aware tliat such a motion as the present 
was to be brought forwurd. 1 see nothing 
in, (hat paper which at all carries with it 
that which I cobsider the uieuuiog of what 
the. Council de|ermine|| upon. Sir, I ■wish 
fdr aometlung Ciatingu^ ; 1 w|i| to go 
upon matter of fact ; (hear, hear;) imdl do 
not care when it iiiaid, dr where it ia said ; 
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Imt tlMW itte ttaitef of fiuit snffidokit for the 
oxpttl&ion of ihy individudi aod I ebell be the 
dm to idopt the neuure ; but I do wi«h to 
•ee the me«|ttre put iato a tangible ihape. 
We mutt bife an accuiatioiit that the fea- 
tleaaan imay be heroj either to condemn liim- 
ielf, acquit himselfi or to be condemned by 
olheta i^ind 1 feel really aahamed to hate to 
atate ao much j for 1 declare 1 left the Conn* 
cil under a ttoti<m that the paper tbut waa to 
be drawn up waa to be .»ery different to 
tltat which has jnatbeeto.nad. I understood 
it was to be a motion of tlie Council to aum* 
«ion a genefbl meeting of the Conoeil, to 
ascertain whether they would, or would not, 
lecommend to the Sodety some proceeding. 
1 say 1 mistook the meaning of the Council, 
if tbia paper contbios tbeir intention, otber- 
Wiae 1 ntould certainly not baat left the 


I>r* BLt€t. Mr. Preaident, I apprehend 
that the whole of tbii la irregular. We 
have a nuibber of Tiaitera here ; they bare 
no right to apeak on tbit tubject, and 
t^refere it cannot, poasibility, be in j 
order. It appeart this ia a notice sent by 
the Oottttcil agreeably to the rules of the 
hOoiety, and we hate notbkig to do, but to 
tuppose that an accusation baa been made 
to them sufficient to authorise this notice, 
ftod we are bound to accede to it, believing 
that the Council would not have come to 
that reaolntion, without proper grounds. 

Dr. SniKt. As I am a visiter, I beg leave 
to withdraw, if my presence is at all ob- 
jected to. (Cries of no, no, no.) 

Mr. Satiiow I believe the error has 
arisen from the fact, that the llegiatrar 
^uld have given to you, Mr. President, 
the paper before the bntiness of tlie Society 
1^ eommebced. Tl>e business of the So- 
clUy is one thing, and tiiat of profeastonal 
ciiarnetcr another. 

The Hscisitsa. It tppeim a simple 
atotion, 

Mr.SALiion. It appears too simple to 
wanant a breach of good manners. (Cries 
^ bear, hear, tod laogitter.) 

Dr. Rawsogi apoiogiied for having in* 
trodnoed hit aubjeci Iwfare tUia businea 
hatl been brought forward, and withdrew 
bit preparaitona. 

Mr. Salmok meant by wbai be bidiaid« 
that Dr. Rwnadge ought not to haea bee® 
interrupted by the Registrar in the brat In- 
stance. 

Mr. PsAace thought it ought now to be 
decided, wliether the 'general meeting, at 
the lime named, was to take place or not. 

The RfouTSAa. To atve time, thia it a 
simple iiotibcaiion given at tiia meeting, 
and C!rc«lp.|ff mt 

TbaPiutoinant. Yea, Sir, bat yon mMt 
Igfie apeii it Silt mi Ido 


conceive that we ought not to bd tneiiibled 
here, but far a specific purpose ; there ought 
to he a declarstion tltat which is the ape* 
cific purpcae for which the meeting ii 
called; this appears to me nothing but 
equity, nothing but honourable feeling and 
aciion, from which 1 am sure this Society 
never will depart. 1 hope, thetefbre, that 
either something specific will be mentioned, 
which we are to meet to consider, or that 
the thing he referred back to the Council, 
and peihat»aon the following eTening, they 
will declare tlte specific purpose* This ap- 
pears to me to be but fair, and what ought 
to be, for 1 have ever held your honour and 
respect as tscred as it was possible ; and I 
do not like it abonld go forth to the worlds 
that the Medical Society of London called a 
meeting against an individual, without speci- 
fying a single thing in which they snpposed 
he had done wrong. 

Dr. Hamaocb thought it would be higbly 
proper that the Council should re-consider 
the paper, inasmuch as one of tbrmielvet 
had disagreed with it. It purported to be 
the unanimous opinion of the Council, 
whereas one of the Council had declared it 
was altogether inconsistent with what he 
understood the regulation of Ute Council 
to be. ... . . 

Dr, CLtTTEBBuca 8 opinion waa, that it 
was altogether irregular to have brought up 
the paper to the Society. Part of the buu- 
neta of the Council, delegated by the So- 
ciety, waa that of originating business to 
come before tiie body of the Society. It 
was perfectly competent for the Council 
themselves to have snmmoned a general 
meeting fur the purpoac stated, namely, that 
of taking into consideration the conduct of 
Mr. Lambert, and they ought to have dona 
that, withooi having troubled the Society 
at all. He thought the subject, at present^ 
ought to be allowed to pass without further 
observation, leaving the Council to act as 
tliey thought proper. 

I bis tuggeslion was adnptedt and tbs 
business of Uie evening permitt<^ to pro- 
ceed. 

The Pubs IDS NT inquired if Dr. Eamadgt 
wisbed to resumi! bis subject 1 


Dr, Hamaix, K declined making furtber 
bbserratious upon what be hod introducea 
to tlie notice of the Ifocie ty. 

Mr. SASMOfi exhibited a spectmeii of dia« 
eased reetum, to show the emocideacs of 
(bat (Hsetas with dumases of the luogi. Hs 
had taken the •pscitiMm from a patisni who 
had died of j/hiAitit p»lsisno/)i tiiat day* lis 
bad siamioM ssveral sooh fstisots, ond 
found ths sams morbid oppsaiiMtoss^-^ 
Dimsly, a os&tiaotiiil of tho arhols sktssd 
of fbs fttt^ and tlmt ootbob ooolitod toibf 
mtm, 

.n$ mm 
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preMiit^d, in cam of •tricture in ano. The ' 
calibre of tie gut waa n^ larger than merely 
to aiimit of the tip of hli little finger, never- 
theleaa be believed, though he bad not out 
it open, that ibe muceiii nutmbran* remained 
Bound, From tbia be thought the Society 
muet diaoover the exciting cauae of that 
which ia moat common in this country, 
namely, atructural diaeaae of the lunga. He 
beUevi^ dtaeaaea of the rectum, in many 
caaest to be tlie primary and exciting 
cauae of phthiaia pulmonalta. He had cored 
copioua expectoration from tfal lun^s, by re- 
moving Uiia excitiug cauae* I’he patient 
from whom he had taken ihia specimen, was 
8 woman who had been run over on last Lord 
Mayor^a day ; bad for tome time been in the 
habit of apitting blood, and had been nnder 
Ilia care about a week after tliia apitting 
began. The right lung nras comparatively 
aound, without any adhesitm to the patietea 
of the cheat i the left lung woa perfectly 
unaound, full of tuberclea, and adbermtt to 
the cheat in every parr. 

Mr. Gosatr looked upon this specimen 
as a simple contraction of the rectum, than 
which be considered nothing was more 
common in the latter atages of phthisis pul- 
monnlis. Without further evidence, he could 
not believe that tliis had any thing to do 
with the exciting causes of diseased lungs. 
Did Mr. Salmon regard a simple contraction 
of the rectum aa a proof of disease in that 
part 1 

Dr. llAMAnos had examined KKK) pa- 
tients within the last 10 years, wlio had. died 
orphthisia pulmoiialis, in most of which the 
rectum was found to he perfectly aoupd, and 
tlie intestinea healthy throughout f . ho had 
very seldom , indeed, met with a case wh«re 
the rectum was diseased. 

Dr. Siic.iUMAN was doubtfiil as to the 
ardidity of Mr. Salmon's doctrine. Me 
wished to know whether the disease Of tlie 
lungs in ihia case was not much mote likely 
to have arioep from the violence of the acci- 
dent, and that the rectum became atibse- 
quently afiected, 

Mr. TvnnxLL inquired how Mr. Salmon 
accounted for diseases of the lungs follow- 
ing a morbid state of the roemm ! ' Ha 
ihought it might be easy to explain how, 
diseaaes of the rectum followed pht^lapul* 
Ip0niliff« Wt, for his own part, he waa not 
nhle togiva a Kientifio maon ihir the re* 
poiitton. 

Mr. Sail won did not oonatder etmple 
dimtiacti<Mi wierely of the reetiitn fm a pert 
of diaeaae. but. in the present inatanee, the 
fWtiWM not dilatable bjf etiy Ibroe that eonld 
Thta patienfa 
MMWk enwdinr, hrbther, and tome aiatara, 
hid ^ idtihiaii f w hno ai i lM ^ Ihnralbtd 


4r9 

there conid be no doubt that the primary 
cause of disease existed prior to the 9th of 
November last He was not able satisfac- 
torily to explain Mr.'^rrell'e query further, 
than by saying, that if a man had a diseased 
rectum, by which one of the moat important 
functions of the body waa put a atop to, it 
.a-aa not aorpriaing that that ahomd bring 
forward any disease to which the individual 
had a predisposition. Mr. Abernethy had 
handed dowm byname to posterity for one 
of the simplest Mibolboy things ever heard 
of. namely, tliat if a person kept the bowehi 
empty, he would, in all probability, be very 
long free from internal disease. But let lliem 
be overloaded, and he would almoat imme* 
diately be ill. He believ^ diseases of the 
rectum to be very much ilw exciting cense, 
both of phtliisis pulmonalia, end Jutvli m mw. 
By curing the rectum, when both it and the 
lungs were diseesed— by ouring the reetnm 
when in a morbid state, and when jfiitiffii tn 
ana existed, he had restored the patieata to 
perfect health, and without any oueration 
but that of curing die atiicture. if Uiese 
facta were generally believed by the pro* 
fetaion, he was persuaded tiiat opemtiOMi 
for curing fiatule would very aoun be 
thrown into the chade* 

Dr. Shixl made a few unbonnected ob- 
servations, and after a further brief discus* 
ttod, the Meeting broke up. 


TO THs sunotONS Ann genskal practi* 
TIOKEES, MEMBERS OF THE WESTMINSTER 
MSniCAl. SOCIETV. 

Gewtermen*— -The proceedings which tqpic 
place at your Society on Saturday evening 
last, at the instance of a miserable and ma- 
lignant faction, are calculated not only to 
overwhelm every member of the Society 
with disgrace, bat also to adix a stigma oti 
the medical diaracter of -this country. IMie 
only oppoituniiy that you can have’ to wljie 
away the stain, will present itself on Satur- 
day evening next, the day on which you wdl 
read ihia ; when 1 eameatly entreat you to 
ettend, a^, by your a|driied and imfiarUal 
ewpNiet, teaeue the Socufty ^om ihe tltnd* 
dMS ef a cowardly and coniemptBill jesta* 

X am, gentlemen. 

Your obedient servant, 

Jemes Lrmexrt. 
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GUVS HOSPITAL. 


Oy Tuesiloy, tte SOth of DecemWr, 
Mr. Key peiTormed two operations of litho- 
tomy ; tile first was on a man about fifty- 
five yt ars of age j eight pieces were ex- 
tracted, and the operation lasted about eigh' 
teen minutes. The oihr“''^'a8 on a middle- 


HOPITAL BEAUJON. 

CA«S OP IVVEIISION OP THE KLADOEE AND 
ilALFORMATlOK OP THE OENITArS. 
M.€., a'tat. of a healiliy uppeavance, 
was admitted, Nov. I'O, on account of the 
following malformation of the nrinary and 
penitalorgan8.--The recti abdominis, which 
liad their natural attachment and situation 
aboA*e, began to diverge at the navel, so that 


aged man ; and the stone; which was rather jf extremity they were distant 

ainatl, was extracted in one minute and a i "omeach otHlT about an inch and a half, as 
half ; ilie patients are doing well. Air. I pubis, there being no aymphy- 

Alorgan lilrewise amputated a child’s leg, at “** 

the calf, for diseased foot.* ! ^ tumour of on oval form, (the 

T 1 j -M • j .A . . « , ! diameter being transverse,) the cir« 

Jacob Land, tilmj»ed October ?9, under cumference of whicii was covered by epider- 
the care of Air. 13. Cooper, with a tumour j and the centre bv mucous membrane ; 
rather larger than a pigeon s ep|. situated | from i,g i^wer part n deep groove extended 
benetth the clavicle, towaw s m «fapolar Uioag the dorsum of the penis, to the exlre- 
extremity. On placmg the hand over the miiy pf the glmis, and from this tliere was a 

tumour, a sensation was given, similar to the I constaut discharge of urine, mixed with 

polsatioa of an artery, and which the j ro„cus. The peuis was tvvo inches in length, 
« collective wisdom was inclined to pro- j compressed laterallv. and attached only by 
nouttce subclavian aneurism i but, on a more j gi^in . iiji, yg^y gnmll, its lower 

minute inAneeiion. it was discovered Uiat ' “ V , 


inioute inspecuon, 
this swelling was nn enlarged gland, which 
derived its motion from the pulsation of the 
artery in its vicinity ; in conseipieuee, mer- 
cuiy w'as ordered, so as to affect the system, 
and the sw'elHng rapidly diminished but, in 
consequence of the man’s general health 
becoming impaired, it was discontinued; 
from that time to the present, (Jan. 3,) the 
swelling lias gradually increased*, and isnow 
nearly the aae of a hen’s egg ; Uie patient 
is again taking imall qaenUiiei of m«r- 
wiry. 

Sir Astley Cooper visited the hoi^ital on 
the same day. in company with a foreign 
gentleman, whose name we cottid not ascer- 
tain. The worthy baronet, in noticing the 
case of nmvus, situated beneath the chjft, 
which is at present in this hospital, undei 
the care of Mr. Morgan, recommended the 
following plan for its removal, which lie 
•lid he had adopted with success! first, 
passing a perforator through the centre pf 
the tumour at its base, and ibroogh the per- 
foration a ligature ; this was after wards in^ 
tersected at right angles by enother ; these 
'ligatures were tiien tightened, pttPti 
li^ghad, and the patient did weU. ^ 

On Tuesday next, it is expected Mr, B. 
Cooper will perform the operation of i 
lithotomy cn a child at jiteaeot under Ms 
care, in the hospital. 






portion only was covered by the prepuce, 
theiipper presenting the above-mentioned 
urethra) groove. The puis was, of course, 
ioijierforate, had no poiver of erection, and 
the patient apj>enred to have wo venereal 
desires, thougli the scrotum and testiclei 
were regularly formed. 


CONTENTS. 

Dr. Blundell on llie Gravid Uterus, and 
on the JJiaeoses of Women and Chil- 
drei».--Lectiirtt X. Uitaasesof Cea- 
talion coucluded— .Dvspepala 449 
Mr. Sheldrake on Dancing, and on its 
Advaiitffges to ^ oung I’ersoiis, when 

it is scientificiilly taught 453 

Phrenology 4 (H) 

lUchmomi Hospital — Dr. M* Dowel .. 46^2 
London Medical .Society — Kvgoi of Bye 464 
Author Guihru- — Subjects fur Dissec- 
tion 465 

Despicable Conduct of the Bats and 

Aberdeen Dubs 466 

Review of Tuson’s Supplement to 

11fr%y •; , 

and Comer " ProcpedingH at 
-tbii Wesimioster Medical Society— 

Air. Lambert's Staleinent 469 

Meeting of the Loudoa Medical So- 
ciety— Point of Order * , , , 473 

Mr, Ijamben’s Letter to the Membera 
of the VVeatmiuster MedicaLSoeiety 479 
Gny'i f%«ttff--- 4 ){Htfatioo of Lfijm* 
lomy — A mputati on Glavicttlar Tu- 

mour— CaseofNmvua.; 430 

lidpHat of 

the Bladder and MalfeaiHa(ti(m (^ 

4 » 



THE LiANCET- 


VoV. iJ LONOOS, SATUaPAY. JAXUA RT^T- 


0I8EA8K6 OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

l>Et.tVERCD AT HOSPITAL BY 

DR. BLtNDELL* 

Ltcturb Xf. 

Of tom of tht Vitoam (f 

Gsmtttii . — Of Retroverm Uuri, 


— ' may give rise to a good deal of jireiattre 

. ^ ^ ^ O r o bladder, and the parts 

lectures contiguous, and, in this inasner. it maj? dis- 

tress much j more geueraUy,however,whero 
the retroversion produces distmiasmg symptoms. 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. Ae uterus,^ becoming, 

oerhaos, as big na the head of a full-grown 
DELIVERED AT oi^Y s HOSPITAL BY enlargement of the uterus, re- 

,, , V, T T sultiog moat frequently from pregn wcy j oc- 

D R. B L t N D E LL. casionally, however, from acirrhosity. ti«m 

polypus, or from a collection of hydatids. 

When, from any of these causes, the uterjm 
Lecture Xf. is enlarged in lU aiae, it may diateess the 

patient greatiy ; the rectum 18 80 oUtroc^ 

Of tom of tht JOitoosM (f the tmmpv^tiottd ^ fmces will scarcely 

Gemittli.— Of Retrovtrm Uuri, • it may be necessary to have 

concluded o«, Ob. 

aervations on the gravid womb, and on Uiose 1 m ^ embarrassed, that there may be a 
diseases which are arising from 1 introducing the catheter i and 

1 proceed this moTuiug to the consideration take place in 

of the last section of our subject, the uaua- 1 , . , » j quantity as to give rise 

prognaUd gtniUtU, I mean, wd 

important diteam to wUi^ these oUhis organ ; ao much ao, that acute 

coie liable when in the disease., may 

state. 1 K/br must 1 forget to mention that 

JUtroversion of the H'emfcv-^T he ulerM, ta ! » v continuing to grow in the retro- 
„u will «.» fio.,1. if you M. ‘v • pre^ur. on .11 

to make examinations, when healthily mtu i which are IviuE among the bones 

.ted, i. pU«d .t the brim of the peWt*. «d f * r™, .^.'‘‘td in’ «'’doing,*»u.t give 
the funiu. of it “'n»« or le« irriutiou, of ..riou. 

symphysis pubis, and the mouth of . according to the functions and other 

King backward and below, in 

with the middle ot t!ie ^ (Luiw.— There are difierent causes, to 

aition here be- which this retroversion of the womb may 

ing placed autenorly, and the . ® ^ ascribed. Whatever enlarges the ute- 

hind. In the diseiise under consideration. ^ ^ jt ^co 

however, wheu the womb undergo tlie retrovertive move- 

groverled, a total cliauge of posiuon en^, seems to dispose to tbe disease ; and 

m the fundus uteri falls down tlm third or foat^h mouth 

iuHhelow the promontory of J^^g^jc^hen the womb be^^ 

and the mouth is lying ^ fetus, that re- 

aftove the ttoverniw to take place, and 

^ leia comjwewtottj ^ the Ihke e«ect is apt to be produced whoa 

gadder, ? P^* 

Htwarda, tmd w *^^*^*. . I Ki^ation of these aftVetions, equalbulk isre* 

front of the pelvis. b® \mod. Again, a cause whi^ lends mHch 

tldaritoatio»,(re^ert^»>^h^^^^ retruveiaionofUie uienis. and which, 

i^d, ebnie., bowew..*® ta ,seuoiul»uon_rf uruia 

No, «8l. / 
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DISEASES OF THE UTERUS. 


rerjr much loaded with water, it makes a 
pressure on the uterus behind ; and some- 
times, when the pressure is great, it may, 
alone, produce the retroversion, I here 
show you an apparatus, which represents 
the bladder loaded witil water, togethet 
with the uterus disposed to retroversion : 
«n ingpectioa, you may perceive tliat the 
operation of this cause becomes obvious 
enough. (Dr. Blundell hero demonstruted 
the nature of the accidenu) In retrover- 
sion of the uterus, beside Jjese two causes, 
there is yet a third whicli sometimes ope- 
rates, and that is, the sudden action of the 
abdomintd muscles. Women labouring un- 
der retroversion of the uterus, will often tell 
you that they have had a fall, or that they 
stttmblnd, and made a strong effort sud- 
denly to recover themselves j or, that by 
a violent lit of laughing, or coughing, the 
attack was occasioned, 1 should Suppose it 
rtitely happens, that the mere action of the 
abdominal muscles atone, unaided by the dis- 
tended bladder, is giving rise to retrover- 
sion of tire uterus ; but wliere there is an 
accumulation of urine in tire bladder, lo as 
to produce, by pressure, in (he way 1 have 
been showing you, a disposition to retro- 
version, the sudden actiotr of (he mnscles may 
complete the dispUcemeut, as this appara- 
tus will clearly demoustrate. (Dr, Blun- 
dell again gave the demonstration.) Uastly, 
retroversion of the uterus is sometimes to 
be ascribed, though not frequently, to an 
enlargement of the ovary. A dropsical 
ovary, or scirrhous, may give rise to retro- 
version ; and, in these cases, iust as the 
bladder overlays the uterus, so also may the 
ovary. A lady, labouring under ovarian 
dropsy, was recommended to take a rido In 
an open carriage every day, for the im- 
provemenl of her liealth, taking the air ts 
much as might be without occasioning 
much fatigue. In one of these excursions, 
the vehicle chanced to be turned over, and 
she was thrown out with violence, her ab- 
domen striking, with great force, against a 
stone that was lying by the road side. On 
her return home, a very copious secre^on 
from the kidneys ensued, with great abdomi- 
nal pain, when, in the course of a few d«j^, 
she reedvered, and found herself entirely 
liberated from the dropsy. Sometime aiter* 
wards sbe entered into the msi^risgs ststt^ 
and died with an irreducible retroveiiioa 
of the uterus, about the fourth month. 
Inspection was made ^ when it appesreff, 
clearly, tfiat in consequence of the fall, 
there had been a rupture of the ovsfftn 
cyst, and a flow of water ialo the ptfri- 
toneel sac, whence it wss sbiorbed and 
effused by the kidneys, t lie remains of 
the cystinliiMg on the utenik, and eSttyhig 
it down below the promooiory of the 
Oram, which, becoming retroterted, ires 


fixed by inflammatory sdhesion in the re- 
troverted positiou. While this uulioppy 
lady remaiuod unmarried, she felt but little 
inconvenience, hut marrying, mtd the en- 
largsment of tlie uterus taking place, the 
womb, in coniequencs of sdiiesion,*not ad- 
mitting of replacement, a fatal pressure of 
the contiguous parts ensued. And bere, 
then, are the principal causes wiiieh give 
rise to the retroversion of the uteri||;-— 
the enlargement of the ovaries ; the strong 
and sudden action of the abdominal mus- 
cles; the distension of the bladder, from 
the over accumulation of urine ; and the 
enlargement of the uterus itself, provided it 
does not acquire so largo a bulk a$ may dis- 
able it from uudergoiag the retrovertive 
movement. Of these causes, by fiir the 
most common is the ovei-distenslon of the 
bladder, first, I believe, noticed by Dr. Dea- 
mau. The womb is most prone to retrover- 
sion when it is about as large as the head of 
Ute full-grown foetus. 

Vou arc not to suppose, as some seem to 
imagine, that the retroversion of the uterus 
occtui during pregnancy only, for, inde- 
pendent of gestation, a zetrovorsion may be 
produced ; aod benee, as the htiiory of the 
two cases is very differbat, it becomes con- 
venient lo divide the cases into two kinds , 
of those, I mean, in which youhave gesta- 
tion as the cause of tlie enlargement of the 
uterus, aud of those, too, in which the retro- 
version of the uterus Is wholly uncounected 
with preguancy, A»<1 of tlie more 
frequent, and therefore of the more import- 
ant, retroversion, which is occurring in the 
eeriierMimlhtof gestalm. 

When the womb \n retroverled, it flot 
uncommonly happens, that the resuUmg re- 
tentioQ of the urine becomes complete, for 
the enlarged uterus bearing on the neck of 
the Madder and on the urethro, as demon- 
strated by this apparatus, a total closure 
ensues. In this case, the patient often tells 
her adviser that she has been placed in some 
situation of restraint ; ond that afterwards, 
on retiring and trying to evacuate the eon- 
tents of the bladder, not a drop of the st-> 
oreiion would pass away ; aod this baa 
oeeored perhaps, for hours before you seo 
hof, the accumulation of urine having cofb^ 
lipUid ever since ; so that there is a 
dbid^f piin of the abdomen and heat, #4^' 
fardng «itd ttuctnation, whioh may be telh 
as distinotly as in a case of ascites ; indent 
the efolu be ii great ai those ofpa^' 
turitioo, and may entry much rabble tbrnfti 
I wish y ou to'ttnd«rttattd,bowem, and 
important it is that this should be 
that, in the wtrovefsion of iwegnancy, 
have not alwayit nor I Uiink 
thele complete retentionf of urine i 
where the bterua Is letrovertedi' 
tiott i» pst^at* Your jmtiettt, ai 
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been pieced in enme lituation of restraint, joined wltb, occneionally, bearings down ; 
on retiring she finds, ns before, that the »nd provided, also, the rectum appears to 
secretion does not fiow in a full stream, be abstracted, so that the contents are not 
though a few ounces may, perhaps, come expelled at all, or when expelled, fiattened, 
away, not however without much pain and fot tbit is said to be a symptom of the dis- 
difficiilty ; from this time, a partial reten» ea»c, though I have not given attention to 
tion continues; day after day the fluid is tb© symptom myself, theiw symptoms should 
sparingly emitted^ imt licver in such qaan* the rather excite suspicion, if the woman 
«ty as to empty the Madder completely, till i»ave been placed iu « situation of restraint, 
by*and*by, perhaps, the secretion begins to and if she be in the third or fourth month 
steal away involuntarily, or she may have of her prego^y. All those symptoms, 
strong efiorts to pass the urine even against however, can m^te only « $u$pimn of the 
her will, and with every e^ort a small gush nature of the disease. It is by examination, 
may be produced, or there may be a continoal and by examination only, that it is certainly 
dripping, and yet, not withstanding all this, an ascertained, when it may be recognised by 
accumulation of water may go on very gra- the following marks : the abdomen you will 
dually, BO that several pints, nay, several alway8findofal8Tgecr8wollon8iae,8itd flue* 
quarts, may he gradually accumulated. At tuatiug very dtctinctly, especially where the 
this time there may he Wema of the lower retention has been of several days* standing, 
limbs, especially if your patient be in a state and where an accumulation of Water in the 
of gestation ; and you, (for the ease is ex- Madder has been gradually proceeding dur- 
ceedingly deceptive,) finding tliat the legs log the whole time ; further, on examining 
are cedeiuatous, that the abdomen is large, |»oternaUy, you will find e large swelling, a 
as in the case of ascites, that it is fiiictu- i tumour filling the pelvis ; the vagina lying 
ating with distinctueas, and that the patient, I before it, the rectum behind it ; the os uteri 
instead of having a retention of urine, on the < in the general not to be felt, or not to be 
Ortutrary, supposes herself to labour un- j felt without a good deal of dilliculty, when 
der an incontinence of water, the retention j it lodges in front of the pelvis aWo the 
of tlie secretion may hs the last disease j pubes. Again, on emptying the bladder, 
which you suspect, and you are ioclined | you furthei know the disease by ascertain* 
rather to ascribe all tlte symptoms to i that the womb is not in iU healthy ti* 
ascites, ovarian dropsy, dropsy "of the ovum, tiiation, above the symphysis, the oWr- 
or other causes. If you err, nothing is done, vation being made with facility, on account 
and the bladder ihay burst ; iu the prepare- of the relaxaliou of the covering* ; and by 
tion before yon is an example of the tcci- your observing, moreover, when the tumour 
dent. Even when the bladder is emptied, j* pushed from the pelvis, that it may be felt 
chronic disease is to be expected, or there in its ordinary place. It has been asserted, 
may be a fatal inflammaiion, or a miacar* you mny rec^uiso the retroversion of tlie 
riage. In cases of this kind the urine may utema alwaya, by the situation of the os 
continue to accumulate for three ot four uteri, 

weeks together; nearly two gtUout have It has been asserted, that if the uterus 
been known to collect. is not retroverted, the os uteri will always 

A woman labouring nndor symptoma like be found lying forward and upward, above 
ascites, a practitioner proposed, 1 liiink, the the brim, iu front; bat ibis is a mistake, 
operation of tapping ; there was, however, The occurrence is suffidently frequent to 
some obscurity about tlie case — a great deal render the diagnostic worth your attention ; 
of pain more, especially ; and an accoucheur remember, however, it is far from being the 
being called io consequence, a catheter was or pibcipal one by which you are to 
intr^uced, and water was drawn to the judge; first, Wause, when the ueok of the 
amount of seven quarts, (nearly, thereibre, uterus is very flexible, as sometimes you 
two gallons,) whicii liad been accumulating may have u retroversion of the body only, 
lit the bladder for two or three weeka^ jn the uterus deubUng backwards ujiou its own 
mtequence of a rctroversitm of ih^ tWfVixir and the os uteri remaining nearly in 

‘ That retroversion of the womb eadi^ its former aituatioo ; or, secondly y^rhich is 
you may in general suspect, provided your 4 great defect in tlie diagnostic, where you 
jmtlent she is unable to mils he? havvancnlargementoftheovarv; thisviseua 

water in a plenaij stfeam, and in lai^e will aometimee fall down and tilt the uterus, 
qnaatitiai at tmeei or pass on a.s to place it with the fundus tt)>on the 

1$ it all, iHlioagU a liw vreeks, a fhw days, promontoryi and the mouth upon the sym- 
or i flaw bourn Imfort* this fliuctio^ insomuch, that tlie mouth of the 

was periormad wMl mmogh. You mi^ womb will stand much in the situation iu 
ilibrioveraiiipeot tba iiSf * provided the pa> which it weald be placed, provided Uie re- 
m$tt eomplalii of a grsit deal ptik, tioveraioa werd of the ordinary kind. It is, 

Iw I newt paw ibotrt tbs the therefore, heref as in most cases, by a com* 
lictnm, hwaUonof aU the ^mptnmSiandaot b 

2I« 
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single symptom only, that your opinioivinust 
be guided, and when you find the abdomen 
fluctuating, the pelvis filled with a tumour, 
with the vagina before it, and the rectum 
behind, and when emptying the bladder, and 
raising the swelling, you find it takes the 
situation of the uterus, then, and npt till 
then, can you say, with certainty, that the 
disease is the one under consideration. 

Treattmit , — In treating the retroversion of 
the uterus, before you attempt to pul the 
womb into its proper pla*^ , remember that 
it should be your first ofiject to evacuate 
the bladder thoroughly, first, because if the 
bladder is full, and lying over the cavity of 
the pelvis, it will obstruct the pelvis so 
much as to render the reduction of the ote> 
rus, perhaps, impossible — there will not be 
room for its reduction ; and, secondly, be- 
cause even if you were to overpower the 
resistance, and replace the uterus, jet, by 
forcing the womb into the abdomen, you 
might tear the bladder, and, in that way, de- 
stroy. Dr. Cheston was once called to a case 
of retroversion, where large accumulations of 
urine had taken place, and where the cathe- 
ter could not be introduced; anxious, of 
course, to avoid the need of tapping the blad- 
der, (a very grave operation,) he and others 
attempted to reduce the relroversioo with- 
out previous evacuation ; but, fortunately, 
they did not succeed ; 1 say fortunately, be- 
cause if they had sqcceeaed in urging the 
tumour above the brim of the pelvis, dis- 
ruption of the bladder would most proba- 
bly have been the consequence. Failing fn 
this, of course they were obliged to have re- 
course to their surgery, and the bladder 
was tapped. Now it is remarkable that in 
this case, after the urine was withdrawn by 
means of the trocar and canula, the uterus 
itselfreturned into its proper situation : and 
though Cheston, who was a very able man, 
and Olliers in company with him, could not 
succeed in replacing the uterui by manual 
effort, yet it returned itself after the bladder 
wu emptied. 

Here, then, is one of the first steps to 
be laken—let the bladder be thoroughly 
evacuated by means of the catheter, for it 
will rarely happen that any tapping can 
be required, if the catheter be commii- 
ted to proper and dexterous bonds. When 
this has been accomplished, you may then 
place your patieut in the usual obstetric po- 1 
sitioo,' on her left side, close to the edge of | 
the bed, with the shoulders forwards, Uie 
loins posteriorly, and the abdomen facing a 
little towards the bed; this done, you pass 
your fingers, say all the fingers, of the right 
hand, into (he vagina, so as to lay them upon 
the body of the uterus, and at thia time, 
provided the patient can bear’ it, which may 
often be the case, you place the thumb in 
the rectum, aud thus get the uterus between 


the fingers, after which, with gentle pi^ 
sure, often, 1 believe, without the least diffi- 
culty, you may raise the womb above the brim 
of the pelvis. This may be easily done, if you 
have drawn oft* eight or ten pints of urine, or 
even two or three, because the abdominsl 
coverings become so exceedingly flaccid, 
that they make no more obstruction than if 
the body was laid open, Well, then, in 
: this way, with the fingers in the vagina, 
and the thumb in the rectum, as shown by 
this apparatus, the womb may often be re- 
placed without any force ; but should you 
fail in this attempt, under gentle efforts, 1 
should then recommend to you an excellent 
practice, advised by Denman, and which 
consists in keeping the bladder thoroughly 
emptied, letting your patient drink hut little, 
causing her to perspire as much as may be, 
and introducing the catheter some two or 
three limes a day ; and the bladder be- 
ing kept empty, the woman is placed with 
the peh'is inverted, for which purpose she 
ought to take her position on the knees and 
elbows* The more time she passes in thia 
posture the better ; it may be necessary to 
use it for hours together. She is not to give 
way merely on account of the fatigue, but 
to continue it as long os the replacement 
may require. Now’ the bladder being emp- 
tied, sometimes the womb becomes replaced 
in various time ; a minute may be required, 
or hours ; but 1 think 1 may venture to add, 
that it pretty certainly returns at last. To 
this method of treating the disease I am ex- 
ceedingly partial, because it requires no- 
tliing more than the introduction of the ca- 
theter, and the abstraction of the unne— • 
no introduction of the baud into the vagina 
— no entrance of the fingers into the rec- 
tum— no force— no contusion— no lacera- 
tion. 

But it sometimes happens, and I will 
put this case for our consideration, that 
in neither of these modes can replace- 
ment be obtained; you have tried them 
both— you have emptied the bladder— you 
have pressed with the fingers — you have 
placed the pelvis in tlie inverted position, 
yet day after day the inversion continues. 
Where this is the case, 1 would recommend 
you to allow tiie urine to accumulate afresh, 
to the amount of two or three pints, after- 
ward! abitracting it by the cailieier, i&d 
then placing the patient on her kneel and 
elbows, in order that you may have the full 
effect of gravity to help you, endeavour 
again to replace the uterus by means of ms- 
null operatton. Now there are three ways 
in which we may endeavour, in tltese eaaea, 
manually to replace the uterus; in the 
first place, we may eontent ourselves with 
merely placing in the vagina the fingers of 
the right hind, more or fewer of them 
pressing the womb, efideerouringi at the 
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same time, to urge tlie fundus above the 
brim ; in the next place, placing the fin* 
gera , in the vagina, and the thumb nothin 
the rectum, so ns to get a double bearing 
on the uterus, we may attempt, by this 
double action, to carry the uterus above 
the brim ; or, lastly, if Dr. Hunter is to 
be our guide, one of the fingers of the 
left band may be passed into the rectum, so 
as to get a bearing on the fundus uteri, 
which lies on the front of this bowel ; and 
one or two fingers of the right hand may be 
rested upon the os uteri, and the bearings 
being obtained, the os uteri may be drawn 
downward when the fundus is elevated, and, 
in this manner, we may endeavour to urge I 
the fundus above the promontory of the! 
sacrum. This last mode, recommended by I 
Hunter, appears plausible enough, when j 
tried on machinery, and such preparations | 
as are now on the table ; but I am per- j 
suaded that, in most instances, it would i 
be found to be very inapplicable in prac- 
tice ; in the first place, it requires the use 
of both hands, and the one must embar- 
rass the other ; then, too, it requires you to 
get hold of the os uteri, and bear down- 
wards if you can ; but what if you cannot ! 
You may have a difficulty in reaching the 
os uteri ; it may, too, become slippery 
from mucus ; after your utmost endea- 
vours, you may be unable to retain your 
hold. In future pTiv-tice, after due experi- 
ence, you must choose for yourselves among 
those three methods of performing the 
manual reduction ; for myself, however, I 
decidedly prefer the second method of ope- 
rating, by placing the fingers in the vagina, 
and the thumb within the rectum. 

When, iu one or other of jthese ways, you 
have accomplised a reduction of the uterus, 
direct your patient still to continue in bed for 
two or three weeks. If there is any dis- 
position to a return of the retroversion, you 
should advise her to place herself upon the 
knees and elbows, once or twice in the day, 
for an hour or more at a time ; and you may 
direct her also to emj»ty the bladder repeat- 
edly in the course of the twenty -four hours, 
never suffering any large accumulation to 
take place. I'nder this practice, the uterus 
may be expected to remain ultimately in its 
situation above the brim ; because, in the 
course of u lorluight or three weeks, in the 
case of pregnancy, the uterus grows and 
enlarges so ra)>idly, tlnit it becomes too 
bulky to admit of displacemout. .\dd to this 
caution, that after the bladder has been eva- 
cuated, and Uie womb has been replaced, 
you should always be on the watch for in- 
tlauifUtttion of the bladder or of the abdo- 
men, for such intlummation may not unreu- 
souably bu expected to occur. 

At our next Hoeting, Ueutlemen, 1 will 
reinmu. 
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C. a young man about twenty-four 
years ^ age, swallowed, inadvertently, a 
small fragment of bone, which caused vio- 
lent pain in the pharynx, and seemed to be 
arrested at tha^^per part of tl)e oesopha- 
gus ; several a^npts were immediately 
made to extract it, and these having failed, 
he tried whether it could not be pushed 
down into the stomach ; he accordingly 
swallowed a large piece of bread, and it ap- 
peared that deglutition, although very poin- 
ful, was perfectly free. The pain continued 
unabated at tlie same place, (on the left side 
of the upper part of the oesophagus;) and, 
on the following morning, it had increased 
so much, as to render swallowing almost 
impossible ; the patient now took an eme- 
tic, the operation of which, however, pro- 
duced no eftect on the arrested bone. On 
the third day after the accident, he was 
seen by Dr. Gilbert: the pain was very 
violent ; deglutition then impossible ; and 
when the patient endeavoured to drink, he 
was tormented by an intolerable burning 
sensation at the places in which the hone 
had seemed to be anested ; nothing could be 
seen in the throat, or externally ; but the 
parts were so tender as scarcely to admit of 
any touch ; there was much fever, with a full 
hard pulse, heedacb, Ac. From the patient 
having been able to swallow after the in- 
gestion of the bone, it was inferred that it 
had descended into the stomach, after hav- 
ing caused a violent irritation of Uie cesopha- 
gus. He was freely bled from the arm, and 
by leeches ; an emollient poultice was ap- 
plied to the chest, and sinapisms to the 
lower extremities ; he was then put into the 
warm bath, and a mucilaginous injection 
was administered. This energetic treatment 
had but little effect ; the fever, and the se- 
vere pain in the (esophagus, continued una- 
bated, and deglutition remained impossible ; 
on the fifth day, however, some purulent 
matter having been brought up from the 
pharyi^x, ho was able to swallow some fluid, 
although with the greatest pain ; from this 
time he. felt often sick. and vomited blood 
mixed with pu.s ; on the afternoon of the 
seventh day , the pain in the (esophagus sud- 
denly disappeared, and lie was able to drink 
a great quantity of water ; tlnn-e was also, 
on pressure, but very slight pain ; he said 
he H*lt quite woll,*alihough oppareutly much 
exhausted; the nights were restless; the 
fever had somev^hat subsided, but he was 
often taken with shivering ; tlte head was 
free, and there was no delirium. In the 
night of the 9tH day, he was much agiuted. 



405 


EXPULSION OF MR, Ci^HTER 


so that be could not remain in bed ; he golUbe sigmoid fiexure, it was completely ob- 
up, and walked across the room ; drnnk a iiterated. The mucous membrane of the 
large quantity of water » and swallowed very stomach was softened and friable ; that of 
easily ; in the morning and afternoon, he ^ the intestinal canal had undergone the same 
luid s:^mal violent lih of shivering and InUeration, and was of a brown colour, such 
trembling; at the same time respiration be- ‘as is observed in incipient gangrene ; the 
came dithcult, he began to lose his Mnses, valvuhe conniventes were hardened, and 
and diii not recoj;nise the persons^iound : the whole tract of the small intestines was 
him. The local ntiVetion of the icso}>hngii8 empty. The mucous membrane of the rec- 
seemed to have eiiliiely subsided. He was : taai was of u violet colour, thickened, beset 


ordered stimulants, nud twelve leeches to^ 
the anus. In the ensui^j/Miight, he was! 
very restless, and had frequent attacks of! 
shivering; respiration was very short and! 
laborious; the pulse very’' frequent andj 
small, &c.; and he died on the morning of 


with hard scirrhous excresceiici'S, and cover* 
ed with very f<rtid pus. The mesenteric 
glands were in a natural condition ; ilm 
epiploon and mesentery exhilrited no traces 
of fat, and were uetiriy in the same state ns 
the ]>!eura and peritoneum, —Jnmli di 


the 13th day. t)n examination, the pharynx 1 0/nedci. 
and (esophagus at first appeared healthy, 
but, on a closer iuspection, it was found that . 


near the lower horn of the thyroid carti- 
lage, there existed a small depression of the 
mucous membrane ; and lliat between the 
muscles of the neck, and the left portion of 
the thyroid cartilage, tlie cellular tissue 
was gangrenous, and, to the extent of two 
inches in diameter, infiltrated with a black 
liquid matter, iu the middle of witicb was 
found the fragment of hone, which bad been 
the cause of death. It was two inches and 
a half iu length, pointed, and of the thickness 
of a large pin. The stomach was, both the 
large and small curvatures, of a dark-red 
colour; the oilier organs were healthy.— 
Aouc. Jiibl. Midic. 

Rr.MAnKABLK CASE OF COMPLETE AB8T1- 
UENCI. 

Anna GAiiP.Eno, of Uacconis, in Pie- 
mout, died on the IPtb of May, 18^J8, after 
having been for two years, eight months, 
and eleven days, without any solid or 
liquid nourishment. Sixteen hours after 
death, she was examined by MM. Rolando 
aod Gallo, of Turin, 'I’he serous and ayno* 
vial membranes were dry, and resembled 
parchment; tlie diameter of the principal 
veins and arteries was much leai^ than usual, 
but the most remarkable morbid alteration 
was that of tlie digestive organa; the trans- 
verse colon bad descended to the hypogastric 
region, its two extremities remaining fixed 
in their natural situation ; the stomach had 
descended in a similar manner ; and bein| 
much contracted, had the appearance of 
part of tlie larger intestine. The duodenum 
was in a natural condition, but the other 
small intestines W'ere considerably con* 
tractf d ; the lower part of the ctecum, and 
the middle portion of the. transverse colon, 
contained small hardened scybala ; at the 
lower part of tlie colon descendens, the 
mrmbratics of the mle^Uoal canal were 
tJiickeoed and callous, so as to binder the 
further progress of the excrement ; and is 
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OPUCSION OF MR, THOMAS CARTrU, SlU- 
OJ NT OF aitniCINK, FROM TMKOMSOOW 
ROYA! INTinMARY. 

Tt) the Editor of The Glasgow Chronicle. 

Sir,— A s it is but right that the operations 
of every public body should he brought 
before the eye of tlioso by whom such body 
is appointed, and on the jutitiei^ and upright- 
ness of which body, in the discharge of its 
duty, the well-being and reapeciabilily of 
an important and valuable iiistituiiori do* 
pend, i cannot refrain from requesting per- 
mission to lay before the public of Glasgow, 
(through the medium of your paper,) some 
few facta relating to the conduct of your 
Infirmary’ surgeons, and of the Directors of 
that inslitulion. During tlie last summer, 
I was induced to send a lirief account of tlto 
facts connected with a rase for insertion iu 
a medical journal, called The Lancit. The 
facts which I had communicated were puh* 
lished, and, in the course of two or tlirce 
days, reached Glasgow. No sooner Jiad 
the journal, containiRg my account of the cir* 
lumstanre ah^^tve- mentioned, appeared, than 
Dr. John Cou per and Mr. Cowan (for reii* 
sons to be presently mentioned ) had a meet- 
ing of nuHlirul Directors of the Infirmary 
Ciilled, for the purpose of getting we ex- 
from the institution. Of course, 
when met, the jmint at issue was immedi- 
ately broijglit forward uml disctissed ; but, 
notwithstanding all the zeal, and labour, anti 
determination, wluch my two friends, John 
Couper and Itobert Cowan, displayed in tb« 
affair, the medical Directors were at last 
obliged to confess thut they could neither 
expel me, nor punish me in any way, as I 
had only stated those things which were 
actually true. Thus was the truth of my 
statement of the case openly acknowledgea, 
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For why, let me ask, did they thus exert | 
themselves to get me removed I Just, sim- 
ply and solely, because they were expecting j 
to come on, ulinost immediately, as sur- ! 
genus for tlie present winter. 

IJciug, of course, equally happy to sec the 
truth of what 1 had advanced thus acknow- 
ledged, and amused, to lind how completely 
my two friends had been disappointed iu 
liioir pious hopes and endeavours to edect 
my expirteion, I did not wait long before 
sending a second letter to the Editor of The 
Lanckt, acquainting ihim with the confir- 
mation which my statements had received, 
and with the unjust, though unsuccessful, 
attempt which had been made to get me ex- 
pelled the Infirmary. In a short time after, 
this second letter also appeared, and, as I 
WES informed, gate very considerable offence 
to our two Infirmary surgeons, John Couper 
and Robert Cowon, who had theu entered 
on their winter campaign. j 

In the course of days, (my memory will 
not allow me to speak decidedly as to the | 
particular one,) the nurse, whose case 1 
iiad reported, died ; and, as I had been 
accused of falsehood in both my letters re- 
lating to the case, I thought the death of 
the nurse afforded an eacelleut opportunity 
for clearing up the matter ; and learning, 
moreover, on the following day, that the 
body of the nurse had been privately in- 
spected, 1 addressed a letter to the surgeons 
of the Infirmary, requesting that the result 
of the iuspectioxi sliould be made known as 
early ns possible to “ the geiitlemen then 
attetiding the Iftfirmarj', that they might 
have au opportunity of forming a correct 
opinion as to the truth or falsehood of what 
1 had advanced.” This request was, how- 
ever, altogether unheeded ; and it can 
scarcely be wondered that (as I was still 
lying Under llie disgraceful charge of false- 
hood) their silence very soon elicited from me 
a second, and certainly not eo mild a letter as 
my former one, ; for while, in my first, lonlv 
ventured to make a retjuest, 1 did not hesi- 
tate, in my Second, to assure tliem that, if it 
also was nnuUended to, I should speedily 
take an oppcitmiity of laying the vvhole of 
their conduct before the medical world, 
that it might have an opportunity of judg 
ing if there were not good reasons fog my 
having spoken o» I did of the surgeoft under j 
wltose care the case was first placed j and 
also, if there did not exist a very consider- 
able need for change in the conduct, evea 
of bur present surgeons. This seems to have 
lutea more than they could bear ; for, through 
their instrotoenlaUty, a meeting of the Di- 
rectors of the Infirmary was culled, and I was 
invited to attend, in order that I might be 
allowed an opportunity of saying any thing I 
tvlihed in my defence ; but what I was to 
defend, I knew not ; nor was 1 ever in- 


formed, although I addressed a polite canl to 
the Directors, (which card was sent into 
them by one of the waiters at the Tontine 
Hotel,) requesting “ that, if there Were any 
charges to be preferred against me, 1 might 
be allowed an account of them immediately, 
to all^ me time for preparing my defence.” 
This^quest of mine to the managers was 
also u^fceded ; and, after having met with 
them at the appointed place and hour, in 
order to sa^ ^mething in defence of any 
charge which might think it proper to 
bring against n^, 1 was ordered to leave 
the room, without being informed either of 
I what 1 had done to offend, or, in short, if I 
j had done any thing at nil, and witliout being 
I allowed a chance of saying a single w'ord in 
[defence of any thing I might have done. 
Now is this, let me ask, justice? Is this 
I way of proceeding cither great, ot gentle- 
manly, or generous, or good ? Shall this be 
I told of men who W'ould wish their names to 
stand fair iu the remembrance of mankind? 
Is it, I would inquire, fair, that while the 
vilest murderer who ever breathed, shall be 
quietly and patiently heard, of any thing be 
may wish to say in justification of his foul 
deeds, I shall be thus deprived (as I havb 
most shamefully and disgracefully^ been) of 
those rights and privileges which even the 
most degraded and execrable among villainil 
is allowed, unmolested, to «mjoy ? And will 
it, 1 ask, be believed that this very usoge of 
which i complain, was permitted in an 
assembly where the Lord Frovost of Glas- 
gow presided 1 

On the day following this meeting, 
(i. e. on Friday last,) 1 received from Mr. 
Christie, the Infirmary surgeon, a notice, 

I tliat " the Directors had unauimousty or- 
I dered mo to be immediately excluded from 
attending the Infirmary^ j” and was also in- 
formed by the porter, on going up at the 
usual visiting hour, that he had received 
orders, botli from Mr, Christie and from 
I the nlteniHng surgeons, to refuse me ad- 
mittance, in the event of my coming Up. 

Disposed to give Mr. Christie and his 
employ’t rs, the Directors, credit for as much 
truth and justice as posftihle, I had really 
persuaded myself, (as informed by Mr. 
Christie,') tha\ 1 was expelled the Infirmary', 
purely on account of my having written the 
letters above alluded to, nnlil Saturday, 
when I was assured of my mistake ; and 
told that it was not on account of my having 
written the nforesaid letters, hut because I 
had not thought fit to pn\' to my Lord Pro- 
vost, Convenor M'Lean, and feUnw-direc- 
tors, just so myich homage as they had 
hoped' I W’ould. ’Even admitting, however, 
[that iny expulsion from the Infirmary was 
delermiiifd, on account of the letters which 
I have written, my expulsion is at once un- 
generous, illegal, and unjust, and such I 
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publicly and aDhesitatingly declare it to be. 
And 1 challenge tlje Directors to sUotv a sin- 
gle law, by wlutli they are authorised to act 
M they hare dune. Secret laws, it is, to be 
sore, true, they might have, and secret laws 
they might indeed frame, for the effecting 
of every purpose, which it is either ^wr in- 
terest or their desire to accompli^. But 
1 can only say, that to no law dt^I consider 
myself amenable, unless 1 allowed an 
opportunity of becoming^iquainted with 
the law. If, then, thiD exist laws on 
which the students are liable to infringe, 1 
ask the public if a copy of these laws be not 
a right to which every student has a jost 
and lawful claim, and if it do not betray a 
proof of tlie grossest and most insnfferable 
neglect, on the part of the Directors, that 
they ihall suffer us to remain (as they now 
do, and as they have hitherto done) alto- 
gether unacquainted with those very laws 
by which we are to regulate our conduct, 
and to which we are accountable for all our 
actions 1 

Not satisfied, however, with simply ex- 
eluding me the privilege of attending the 
Infirmary, when 1 have in my possession a 

ticket of admission,’* which entitles me 
to attend till May liHiy9 not satisfied,” 
1 say, are they with thus openly and un- 
justly trampling on any rights, but they 
must also deprive me of my just and lawful 
properly, by withholding from me that 
pledge, which they received, iilone on the 
condition that I should be allowed to attend 
the practice of the Infirmary “ tilt the Ist of 
May, in the coming year,” for .which attend- 
ance they gave me iiermissioo, and fur the 
receipt of which pledge they thereby made 
ackoowiedgement. 

It had been my intention to lay my seve- 
ral letters, for which, it is pretended, i am 
expelled (he Infirmary, together with my 
justification of every thing contained therein, 
before the public of Glasgow, through the 
medium of your independent paper; hut 
perceiving that it would encroach far be- 
yond what it is possible to allow, 1 have 
altered my mind, and intend, in the course 
of a few days, to print a copy of the letters 
above alluded to, and, at the same time, to 
put in my justification, togctlmr with an! 
account of Uie whole affair. j 

I remain. Sir, j 

Vour obejiieiit servant, 

Thomas Ca RIKA. 

SI, College Street, Glasgow, 

Dec.Jo, vm. 


GLASGOW INFIRMARY. 

MR. IIIOMAS CARTER. 

To tAi Edi(or q/* The Lancet. 

Sir,— T he original of the following pa- 
per was this day delivered to Mr, Christie, 
Secretary to the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, 
accompanied with a request, that it might 
be laid before tire Directors at their first 
meeting. The signatures attached to it are 
comparatively few, considering the number 
of students at present attending the hospi> 
tal ; but this neither you nor your readers 
must for one moment suppose, arises from 
an approval of the proceedings of the Direc- 
tors. Alany w'ere actually afraid to sign it, 
dreading the Arte of Mr. Carter himself, 
should they do so, while others were pre- 
vented by private considerations from the 
public expression of their sense of the Di- 
rectors’ injustice towards their fellow-stu- 
I dent. What adds to the value of the docu- 
ment is, the names of more than one gen- 
tleman being subscribed, who, you will ob- 
serve, state themselves to have k'en actu- 
ally hostile to the system of hospital report- 
ing, and public animadversion on the con- 
duct of jmblic men, in a piMic charity, 

1 am, Sir, your obedieut servant, 

Amici’ 8 Jismiff. 
Thursday, Dec. IHh, 18 ^ 8 . 

" We, the undersigned students of medi- 
cine, who either have been, or are at present, 
attending the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, beg 
most respectfully to express our disappro- 
bationofthe late proceedings towards Mr* 
I’homas Carter. 

Alex. Napier 
J. W. Macuee 
S. B. Smith 
John Pearson 
John Paddock 
W. Niinnio 
I .\ndw. Allison 
I Joseph Lumund 
Archibald King 
[ Robert (Jordon 
[Samuel Loudon 
'iohtt Taylor 
Robert Wallace 
George Buchanan 

J. P„ (this gentleman does not wish his 
name puhlisiied) 

James Miller ; although particularly object- 
ing to the private letters leut to Meaiii, 
Couper and Cowin, Surgeons of Glas- 
gow infirmary, 

A. Doualdaon ; at the some time much 
against tbe lettari to Meiiri* Cooper 
and Cowan.” ^ 


James Adshead 
John II, Crawford 
William Murray 
John King 
Hugh Cameron 
J. Knuw’ies 
John Robinson 
Robert iiciper 
John Borland 
Barry Colter 
llaniel Mann 
William Wilson 
.loiin 'i'homson 
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" I liave <»vor expressed disapprobation of I arachnoid ; colour of the cineritious matter 
Mr. Carter’s conduct, in regard to certain I of the brain much deeper than natural, ap* 
papers that appeared inTus Lancet, and j preaching a dark reddish grey; a littJe 
if wlmt is said be true, as to other letters j water in the rentricles ; no false membrane 
written by him to the surgeons in office, 1 on the arachnoid ; great inflammation of the 
more decidedly disapprove; but it appears stom^'h, especially towards its great cur- 
to me, that the proceedings against him, ' vaturek which was every where of a deep, 
and the result of them, are illiberal and I genera^* diffused red. Many worms in 


harsh, I had almost said unjust. 


the small ^testines, which presented also 


** I know not the laws of the hospital on ! k)flamed paeons, especially where the 


the point, nor do I believe them generally 
known, hut in these times we are accus- 
tomed so much to fair, open, and legal 


hadc^^ti 


ascarides liado|llected. 


Case 3. — Stay in the hospital from the 


proceedings, tliat any thing like what the ; 3d August to the hth, in the evening. An* 


proceedings in question are reported to have 
been, bears so much the character of what 
might have taken place in less enlightened 
times, and conveys something so tyrannical, 
that every liberal-minded individual cannot 
but disapprove. 

D. R. Rankixe. 


' I agree with Mr, ' 
Kankine, 


I* Graham Toon. 

VVacti'.r Docolas. 
Di’ncan M'Phee. 
WiLtiAM Craig.” 


CASES or INIERMITTEST FEVER, IS WHICH 
BLEEDING WAS EMFLOVED IN THE COLD 
STAGE. 

.Toiin MACEiNiosn, M.T)., Lecturer on 
the Practice of Physic, dye., in Edittl/ur^'h. 

(Continued from page 443.) 

Ibr following Cam and Dissections are exti'acted 
from the li’iirfc of M, Ihilty,* 

Case 1, — Pernicious intermittent fever, 
attended with coma and convulsions. Stay 
in the hospital from 2d . I uly, 1833, to the 
4tli in the evening. Autopsy; arachnitis, 
cephalitis, gaatro-enteritis. 

llenoit Simouelli, afint. 30 years, of a 
strong constitution, affected for .sometime 
with a tertian fever. He cuiue to the hos- 


topsy ; arachnitis, slight gastro-enieritis, 

Pierre Donatl, adat. 28, of a good consti- 
tution, was brought to the Hospital of Saint 
fjsprit on the 2d August, 1822. 

Towards an hour and a half after mid- 
day, he was seized with an accession of 
fever, which commenced by excessive cold- 
ness, followed by intense heat, and stupor. 
He lay upon his back, with his eyes half 
open ; he awoke when any one s{K>ke to 
him, and fell again into the same state of 
coma ; his pulse was fieijuent and strong ; 
the skin burning. In the night, copious 
sweating appeared, the intellectual faculties 
returned, and, in the morning, he was in a 
state to answer concerning his health. Took 
several ounces of bark. 

3. The fever leturned half an hour after 
mid day ; commenced with a very violent 
coldness, followed by heat, and stupor ; but, 
nevertheless, he always awoke when any 
one called him, and he opened his eyes. The 
iorcarins were bent upon the arms, and 
could not be extended; the teeth were 
clenched, which prevented the state of the 
tongue from being seen. Sensibility of the 
skin diminished ; he lies upon his back ; 
there is no pain upon pressing the belly. At 
half past two o’clock, general perspiration, 
but iK';t so abundant as the first. In the 
evening, return of sentiment and intelli- 
gence ; cessation of contraction of the arms ; 
but the ideas are less clear. Other doses of 
bark. 


pital on the *,'d ,luly, i032. 

3. Had a slight febrile access, afterwards 
took 5ij. of bark. 

4. 'lowards mid-day he walkod iu the 
Ward, felt very well, and lauglunl with the 
oiher palitiits. All of a sudtleii he was 
seized with violent shivering, to which sue* 
eeeded B very high fever, during which he 
had Bliernato flexion and extension of the 
forearms, ami {irofound coma. He died in 
six hours after the commencement of the 
sttsek. 

Ditsectim the following day, at 2 o'clock, 
p.Mv— V’ivid injection of the whole of the 


* These coses have been tianslated as 
lUerftlly as jmssible. 


4. The morr.lng of the third day after his 
arrival, at holf past seven oVlocK, tlie pulse 
frequent; stupidity ; together with a drunken 
appearance. At eleven o’clock a return of 
the cold, which was less intense, and of 
shorter dui alien ; fever more violent ; stu- 
por more profound, coma, return of rigidity 
of the limbs ; subsuUus tendinum ; he 
always lies upon his back ; pulse full and 
strong. At half past three o’elock sweat 
appeared, but less copious, A flei the sweat, 
he could nut g»ve an answer, and lu' was 
unconscious of his own slule ; cessutiou of 
tiie contruclions^. 

6. At nine o’clock in the morning, a new 
accession of fever, the cold stage shorter, 
tlie hot more violent ; cotitractious of fore- 
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arms ; coma, difficult leapiTation, rule. Died colour as that of the akin and dura waier. 
at to o’clock in the evcuing. The belly, before being opened, was con- 

DissMlictt l‘i burs after death.— Litely in- cate, and Testing on the vertebral column ; 
ftammation of the whole of the arachnoid ; the stomach contracted on itself', it was 
seroshy between the circumvolutions; en- every whereof the colour of lees of wine. 
gOTgement of the vessels running on them ; Alihough it was well washed, there adhered 
injection of the vessels of the lyr^ The to its surface a thick mucus, similar to the 
brain being raised, ’Hiliere escaped^ialf a tenacious expectoration of patients labour- 
pound of blood. Some points, nfni red CO- ing under jnilmonary catarrh, liie smaller 
lour, in tlie stomach and iutwjpnes ; liver curvature, and a portion of the greater, pre- 
gorged with blood ; spleen^lM^inous, and j .rented that kind ol eruption^ described at 
easily torn; no morbid v»1^urance in the No, 30. When examined with a lens, it 

chest. ^ offered nothing more remarkable than to the 

nak^jfl eye, only instead of appearing to con- 
Case 4.— Pernicious intorniitlcnt fever, I sist of small perfectly round elevations, and 
with coma and jnundice. Slay at the lios- 1 entirely separated from each other, they 
pital from the ifith .August to the 2.5th. | communicated by their bases. The redness 
Autopsy; cephalitis, gastro-enteritis, aple- of the stomach was less lively towards the 
lutis. py/arus, but it began again immediately at 

Franfois Lauretfi, shoemaker, ®tat. (JO, | the duodenum, wiiere it was very intense, 
of a lean constitution, fell sick on the 17th * and continued without interruption in the 
August, 1822 . Ho had the fever every day, I small and largo intestines. I he g^H bladder 

beginning with slitveriir;, and terminating i was green externally, and filled with a black 
in the night by sweating. At the same j and thick bile ; on ureasing it strongly, only 
time ho was con$ti;v,ited, and hud a pai.T in | a few drops could be made to pass into the 
the epigastrium. Wu brought to tlw* Hos- * duodenum ; the orifice of the ductui efio/rda- 
pttal of Saint Esprit on the 24tii .\ugtisi. lu IfhMii could not be distiuguishrd in the midst 
the evening, the surface of his whole body | of the red, bloody, and swollen folds of ilie 
was of a deep yellow citron colour; said* mucouH membrane (»f the dtuvlenUm, but by 
tills colour appeared during llu? lastparox- this means. 'I he ducitii cMdocIm being 
yam; extremities cold, while he had a feel* opened, presented nothing remarksble, ex* 
ing of internal heat; tongue red and dry; cept that its mouth was drawn into the dm- 
pulae 108, like a ihrvad. He had still «o demim, in corisetpience of the swelling of 
much recollection, that he smiled on seeing the inllamed tissue of Ihi* laiier. 'Ihe liver 
usapprocch liiro, for we !»ad n’ready spoken was of or(liof»ry consistence ; ita colour was 
to him when he was brought to the hospi- of llte yellow of powdered bark : this is the 
tal, and before he was yet put to bed, lie only lime 1 ever saw it in this state, 1 he 
complained of nothing, appeared quite tran. spleen was of the usual size, and quite dif- 
quil, and replied perfectly to all that we fluent, 
asked him. 

2,*». In the morning, coma; immobility; Cask 5.— Pernicious iuterroitlent fever, 
lies ujion the back ; insensibility of the ex- with coma and convulsive movements. Stay 
tremities, when tlieyare pinched; but when in the hospitul from f>th July in the morn- 
pressure is applied to the r''gitm of the sto- iog till the 7tli in the iTeinng. AutopM* ; 
mteb, he shows signs of suffering. Yellow- arachnitis, g;i>vtuiis, vuluminous and diinu- 
ness continues. Pulse insensible at the fore- ent spleen. 

arm, but in the leg it i« 122. He look se- Jean Olivier, a tat.iO, ofa good constiui- 
Tefal spoonfuls of hark during this access, tion,wiiR hrouglil to the hospital on the (Uh 
which be vomited ; and died this same morn* July. He was then without fever. In the 
ing at ten o'clock. evening the fev* r came on, preceded by 

Dkve'/um , — 'Die body was of a lemon yel- shiveringK. mid followed by vudent heat, 
low colour. Un owning the head, the The pulse was strung, llMt ; roma. He Uol 
dura mater was tinged as yellow as the skb; Upon tl.e hack. Pi. ht arm immoveable ; 
bv repeated wasldng, thi ; lint could in pait- the left arm hMil and carried towards the 
be removed ; batou liolding it to the light, head ; amibidty every where. When an 
the diminution of colour was scarcely per- attempt ismmle to open the left eye, he ap- 
ceptibU* ; injection of the amchnoid ; corti- pcarn totX{M'rience pain, and ouutracU Uio 
cal substance of a deep colour ; yellowisb se- eyelids. Belly painful, 
fosity between the (•'mvolnUons, On sliiing 7lh, in the itKirniftg.— Coma ; Uea upon 
the brain, n number of pd points were the buck ; pulse alrong, 108. In the even- 
seen: a little water in the ventricles; the iog: coma; a ilamniy, fetid tweut; insMi* 
ct-rebellum natural ; the lun;:s healthy ; the flibility ; iftt»nf)btlity of the eXtromittei; 
cavities of the heart appeared to us larger toneuc dry. Died t»t Seven oVlock. 
than usual; in the right venttkle was a clot X/iiiectinn.— Injection and thickening of 

entirely formed of (dbumoni as yellow i® the anufkaaid ; cfigorgOBif at of the vsisolil 
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wliicli run on tlie convolutions, vrliidhi are c&p«d from the divided ressels, which re 
separated by watery exudations ; the left appeared even after wiping. Tbc liver was 
lyra greatly injected *, watery eflusioii at the blockish ; it appeared composed onhr of 
base of the brain ; phlegmonous emiacnces black Mood, slightly coagulated, and of'^cel* 
iu the stomach, which were of a grey slate lular bands, which alone offered some re- 
colour j invagination of the small intestines ; sistfcce to the dnger : w'here this weak re- 
spleen voluminous and pulpy. I sista^w was overcome, the liver was but of 

Case 6.— Stay in the hospital from Sd I the coltestence of thp jelly, for the hlood 
July iu the nioriiiug liil that evening. Au- nppeart^liefFu.sed in its tissue, which resem- 
topsy j aiacljuitis, gaslro-eiileritis. bled a pulj^nass. The intestines w^ere in- 

Vincent Orsiiii, setat.tiO, came to the hos- flamed in s^^l points, and each inflamed 
pital the 3d July, 18S!!^, in the following portion corresWded to some knots of 
state; — Coma*, pulse insensible ; extremi- worms, which w^ still alive. The lungs, 
ties cold ; demi -flexion of the two thoracic the spleen, and the stomach, were healthy, 
extremities ; when oTic wishes to extend 

them , u resistance is felt on the part of the Case 9. — Autopsy; hepatitis, pneumo- 
flexor muscles. Left eye half shut, right 1 uiiis, pentonitis. 

eye open , pupils dilated, immoveable ; tongue 1 Joseph 'rolti, horse-doctor, of a sanguine 
dry, lying in the very bottom of the inotitU. 1 bilious temperament, strong constitution. 
He manifests pain when pressure is applied 1 was accustomed to go down every year to 
to the belly. Iki died the same evening. I marshy situations, to direct the worhmen 
Disufclitm 6.— .\t the examinatimi, 1 in seedtime, or at the harvest, which occa* 

vivid inftammatiun of the nracliiu'id, wiihlsioned oV>siructiona in the spleen and liver, 
great injection of Us vessels. There es- In 1»U, in the lime of harvest, being then 
taped Rome whkh was situated be- aged forty, and working with great activity, 

I weeii the duva muter and araehmdd. A he was aflected with an intermittent fever, 
fibrous itMuour, of the size of a large nut, and which continued without using any re- 
adht rt d to the dura mater, under the- jms* medies till the third paroxysm. AtUtthe 
terior angle of the parietob, and compress- returned home ; the fatigue of the jouruey 
fd the hroin ; although the injection of the procured for him a very short sleep. 1 saw 
arachmid was very lively on both sides, it hint when he was allected with bis fifth 
was, however, greatest on the left. Hydu- paroxysm. He was in the following state ; 
tid in the efumtid yleruj, the size of a small agitation ; impossibility of finding a post* 
pea. The water liiat was between the tion which procured him rest ; pain under 
arachnoid and dura mater was moi:e abundant the right false ribs, mounting to the top of 
on the left side than on the right ; brain the shoulder, and extending to the left hy- 
pretly soft. Ceoeral iailnnimnlion of the pochondrium ; pains in the articulations; 
stomach j the S, of the coUm was of a brown- head heavy ; tongue covered with a white 
iah red. crust, hitter taste in the mouth, vomiting ; 

thirst ; face livid ; pulse irregular, neither 
CasuT. — S tay in the hospital from the soft nor hard ; great difticuUy in respiring ; 
IJth Juim to tlu^aOtli, in the evening. Au* urine red and clouded. He got an injection 
topsy ; jx’phalitia, putrilogiuous softening to loosen ilie belly. He had little repose 
of the liver, enteritis. during the night, for the fever returned, 

Donato Fauti, a collier, adat. .’>0, was preceded by a general coldoeas over all 
brought to the Hospital of Saint Esprit, in the extremities, and the paiu in his side was 
a comatose state, which conliiaied even till aggravated, 

d<*alh« Tlie pulse was strong, healing 0t> Cth day. A frequent cough, without ex- 
limes in a mintUc ; when tlie extremities pectoralion. The emulsions had eased the 
were pinched the paliout manifested pain ; thirst; had no appetite. The bitter taste 
the skin was hot and moist ; when they in the motflh had disappeared. A pound 
opened his eyes, he did not direct them to of blood was drawn from the arm ; the con- 
any object. It was impossihle to see bis gultim was almost soft ; tho serum was 
io^ue, berauae his jaws could not be SO- livid. At the return of the fever tlte cold 
parated suflicieatly to see it. He ouly com- only attacked the extremity of the feet, 
plained of pain when he was pressed in the 7 th day. 'I’he pain worse and worse ; the 
region of the liver, and he did not appear difficulty of respiring still greater ; frequent 
to suffer any thing wlten pressed on any eructations ; uriue always the same. As 
other part oi' the belly. the tongue was white, and as he had no 

Dittsctfiw.— >On opening the cranium seve- stools after the lavement, he took Ai- 
ml ounces of blood escaped ; the avac|inoid manna, w hich pVoduced a bilions stool. In 
was strongly adherent to the dura mater by the night he had no sleep ; delirium, 
granulations, resulliog from old inflamma- 8th day. The. patient felt the least return 
tion ; the vessels of the brain were much of the fever ; the pain of the right side 
engorged ; on slicing it, drops of blood es- became fixed iu the hypoclioudriac region. 
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and augmented in violence ; the fomenta* 
tions were found of no use in diminishing 
these pains, which every evening, however, 
presented a well-marked spontnneous remis* 
sion ; the brick-like sediment in the i7ine 
was more abundant. The patient | .tving 
drank some soup, !^mited a por 4 Ccous 
matter. 

9th day. Pulse soft, weak ; ^;;!^6^;tration ; 
meteorism ; belly always con? tpaied. The 
nourishment did not oppo‘' the sinking of 
the strength ; he took f drink a solution 
of nitre. He could not support the touch 
of the hand upon the right side of the belly. 
In the evening he became delirious. No 
sleep during the night ; he raised himself 
frequently to make urine. 

lOih day. Severe pain in both hypochon- 
driac regions, so much so, that be could 
neither lie upon his back nor upon either 
side ; he sat up in the bed ; the agitation 
produced sweating ; he had no repose, but 
when he supported himself upon his elbows 
and knees, the hack being turned upwards ; 
but soon the cougli destroyed Uds rest; 
passed a very painful night. * 

1 i th day. Same state ; urine clear and 
ready to pulrifv ; lavements repeated ; a 
blister applied to the right hypochondrium 
produced no relief. He could not even sup- 
port the weight of the bed-clothes. Heli- 
rium in the night ; after a short and agitat- 
ed sleep he became worse. 

ll'tli day. Vague shiverings ; pains in tire 
extremities; pulse small; anxiety; diar- 
rhcca ; face downcast ; a watchful night. 

I3th day. Respiration slight, interrupted 
by sighs ; very disagreeable night. 

]4thday,in the morning. He could not 
rest himself in any position, and as he wus 
raising himself to speak to his confessor, he 
expired. 

DiiucUon . — 1 he body offered nothing re- 
markable but a tension of the belly. In the 
abdomen, there was a sauiuus effusion, 
mixed with a little blood. 'I he liver was 
putrid and tuberculous; this affection com- 
menced towards the convex part, extending 
itself on all sides, and descending towards 
the enneave part ; nevenheless, the great- 
est destruction was on the convexity ; the 
rest was engorged and inflamed; its vrilume 
was natural. The gall bladder contained a 
little thin, clear bile, not vi.scid. The infe- 
rior face of the dia)dtrugm was erysipelatous ; 
the stomach and small inti slines were full 
of water ; the spletMi double the ordinary 
size, and of a black colour ; the exterior 
surface of the right lung was covered with 
a white crust, tlie inferior part adhered to 
the jikura coUalii. 

Case 10. .Stay in the hospital from the 
8lh of .Tuiy to iho JUtb. Autopsy; arach- 
liiiis, euUrritis, splenitis. 

Dominique de Marco, set. 30, of a good 


constitution, was affected with a simple 
tertian fever since the SJ4th June, 1822. 
On the evening of the 7lh July, he was 
seized, according to the report of his pa- 
rents, with an accession of the pernicious, 
comatose intermittent. He arrived at the 
hospital on the morning of the 8th July, and 
lie was in the followi' g state : coma ; de- 
cubitus on tlie back ; face red ; fore arms 
bent and contracted ; pulse 112; convulsive 
trembling of the lingers ; legs stretched ond 
immoveable ; sensihility every where. They 
made him swallow three ounces of bark in 
six hours. 

At 2 o’clock. Fulse 100 ; sinapisms to 
the feet. 

9lh, in the morning. He is in a sweat ; 
remission of the fever ; pulse 8R ; a watch- 
ful coma ; he hears but does net answer, al- 
though he looks ; two hours later, pulse 92, 
very* full ; several ounces of hark. 

Evening, Pulse, full, strong, 98; pro- 
found comu ; resisting stiflness of the right 
arm ; he cannot show* his tongue ; skiu 
hot, and always moist with sweat, 'i'o make 
him swallow the hark, it was necessary to 
pinch his nose, and hold his mouth open 
with a key ; afterwards water w'b.*» poured in, 
which lie kept iu his moutli, aud finished 
by rejecting it, He bus taken seven ounces 
of bark through the cour.se of the day. 

lOih, in the morning. Pulse 141), strong 
and full ; coma ; flacciuity ; general immo- 
bility ; mouth open ; blood was taken from 
tbe jugular ; respiration stertorous. Died 
towards mid-day. 

JUimclioa, — Injection of all the vessels of 
the arachjioid, even to the very smallest 
ramilicatious, aud on both sides ; but on the 
right side, and upon tlie anterior lobe, it 
was of an intense red, without any dis- 
tinction of vessels ; when it was torn away 
from the convolutions, the jiia imttr was 
also removed : it adhered so intimately to 
the arachnoid, as to resemble one mem- 
brane, red, very thick, and iu the tissue of 
which blood was effused, which appeared 
immediately to coagulate : little water in 
the ventricles; the briiin of the ordinary 
consistence ; when it was cut, there ap- 
peared a great number of red |Kiiati, which 
iromediattdy becume the scat of largo drojHl 
of blood ; the urachimd of the ceiebtUum wai 
also highly injected ; the cousisience of that 
organ was natural. Stomudt grey, exter- 
niJly, contracted, slightly inflamed ; small 
intestines presented two invagiDatious ; a 
portion of lids intesiine while, traaspareut, 
distended wi tii gas ; tbe rest grey and con- 
tracted ; in three places all the Gircnm« 
ference of the tube is red, both within and 
without, occupying the space of thnw 
ioclus in length ; all the laip iutesiioe la 
white, ^c. &c. Uver gorged with blood ; 
•pleen weighed between two and three 
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poundg, and reduced into « grey, pulpy for it wee not a simple injection, which 
®^te. merely shows tlie smallest vessels. The 

arachnoid was of a deep red, as if all its 
CssE 11.— .Stay in the hospital from 6lh tis^ were penetrated with blood. The 
July to 7th in the evening. Autopsy ; arach* brall|^resented nothing remarkable. The 
nitis, gastro.enteritis, splenitis. iate8t||^s were injected in the same man- 

Paid Tossini, *et. 30, of a good coDSti> ner, frolk the oesophagus even to the anus ; 
tution, was taken on tlie morning of the tlieir wliok> thickness appeared to be im- 
S9th June with a fever, which commenced pregnatedUkh blood; they were not either 
with heat, and which returned every day thicker thanmU^ral, nor contracted ; on the 
until the 6th July, when he arrived at tire contrary, they distended with flatus, 
hospital. He bad had tliirnt, bloody stools, Spleen weighed imn eight to ten pounds ; 
tenesmus, enlarged spleen; and he had when it was put upon the table, it became 
taken cooling drinks and a purgative. He datlike a bladder half filled with water ; its 
is now in the foUowi .g state : his appear- tissue was reduced to a pulp, 
ance is stupid; somnolence rather than 
coma ; general pain of head. The patient 
only appears to be drowsy, for he is easily 
awoke, and he understands sufficiently well 

what is said to him ; decubitus on the back, to james johnstone, m. d. 

the knees are drawn up, but he cannot ex* 

tood the thigh., witliout experiencing p«in ; „ ^ 

during las slumbers the right eye is partly 
open, the left shut : it is impossible to de- 
press the lower jaw, without producing Deae Jouvstove, — T he retirement of Dr* 

suffering, when the commissure of the lips Copland from public life, to whom you may 
is drawu a little more to the right than left ; recollect we were in the habit of addressing 
the tongue is dry^ red, covered with a black occasional remarks on passing events, affords 
crust, which extends from the point to- us die melancholy pleasure of finding in you 
wards tlie middle, the breadth of which is a fit epistolary substitute for our departed 
not more than half an inch ; the tongue is friend. As editors, like other men, are 
drawn a little to the right ; at intervals, mortal, it is with sincere satisfaction we 
slight convulsive movements of the hands ; have seen the “ mantle of the prophet’' de- 
pain of belly upon pressure ; skin hot, dry ; scend on you, in whom we therefore hail n 
pulse 1$0. When the right arm is extended, worthy representative of the talents and at* 
the flexor muscles contract, and the patient tainmentsof that illustrious iudividusl. We 
seems to suffer mueh pain ; but when once should here willingly expatiate on the vir* 
extended it continues so. tues and premature fate of our lamented cor* 

In the night, bloody dejections, extremely respondent, but that, in obedience to the 
foetid ; declination of the paroxysm, which inspired mandate, wdiich says, “let the dead 
returned on the 7th in the morning; at bury the dead,” we are called from the con- 
seven o'clock the patient complained of cerns of death to the more important affairs 
cold. 1 did not ace him till aix o'clock in of life. Though not personalty interested in 
tlie evening, when the paroxysm was be- the present address, its title may possibly 
ginning to decline : the skin w'oa hot and intimate to you the nature of its contents, 
moist ; the lips were encrusted ; the pulse without a prefatory explanatiou. Assisted 
was not to be felt ; respiration hurried ; the by your knowledge of the singular occur- 
tw ‘0 forearms bent, wdien it was wished to rences of the medical world for some time 
extend them, above all the right violent back, you can scarcely fail to anticipate our 
pain was produced; preservation of seusi- intention of examining some contemporary 
bility every where ; sometimes tlie right eye pubKcation, in which the concordance of 
I little open, the left being shut. He had precept” and “ example ” has been moat 
levertl convulsive movements this momiBf, happily manifested for tlie last twelve 
ind towards mid-day*. He took kino before months. That periodical, your critical sa* 
the acoession, at the moment when he al- gaoitymust all at once convince you, can be 
ready felt the cold. Increase of coma j no other than the “ Subscription Humbug,” 
died at half past seven o'clock in the or ghost of the Medical and Physical Jour* 
Bveatng, nal, conducted by your esteemed friend aud 

DimethtN.— -General injectiott of the arach* ally, Dr. Eodenck Macleod. The po)«t- 
lioid, partiettlarly that part which covers the ponument of this comparison of practice and 
lerebellnia, and the lateral part of the com- profession, you will iminediatidy perceive, 
neiKWK»ent oftli© spinal marrow. The injec- on reflection, presents mony advantages to 
ion ofthe right lidf was a little more intense compensate for deficiency of novelty, and 
;ban tlmt of the left, although it was other* the inconvenience of procrastination. The 
me •• fivid aa U hi posaibla to toiagine effervetcence of feeling which usually ao« 
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companies disputes of a personal kind, bas Doctor Roderick probably took the hint 
now partly subsided, leaving the ingredients from the Dean, and, in bis gigantic visir.n, 
of excitement at the bottom, in a state fit for time, London, Guy’s Hospital, medical stu* 
the objects of analysis* From the qusKly dents, and all, dwindled down into a sort of 
of the fnaterials left in the cauldron, wyjniiay pigmy creation, like the Lilliputians in the 
now estimate the character of the nsegician eyes of Gulliver* We have not the least 
by whom this storm of the pnssion^/.lts been doubt, that if the narrator’s person had been 
conjured into existence. be}»r^«d by time in proportion to the microcosm, into which 
of the veil of darkness, in n;^^ch his spells he reduced this meeting, but he would have 
had shrouded him during tbdr operation, he extinguished its infiammatory proceedings, 
may be followed tliroughdme depository of as Gulliver quenched the confiagratiou of 
bis labours before us, ns the serpent maybe the royal city ofMildendo. 
traced by its slimy impressions in its convo- A passage from another “leading article” 
luted progress through mud. supplies us with a specimen of the Doctor's 

This preface, furnishes us with a eonve- “ learning,'’ while it confirms whnt we have 
nieat standard, by which bis subsequent con* been advancing with regard to his “ judg* 
dttct may be understood, He there informs ment.” “We have,” he says, “ in a for- 
ns, with all the seeming of sincerity, that mer article, expressed something tike an 
the “ Charity Lxcresceuce” is to be car- opinion, that if medical education in tliis 
ried on “with the utmost degree of judg- country be not the best in the world, it is, 
ment, knowledge, and good feeling ?” We perhaps, the best for us.” Volyphomus, in 
shall, for the sake of arrangement, assume one of his fiu of unwieldy gallantry towards 
tliese qualities as heads to which our illus- Galatea, reckoned, among other permonBl 
trations may be referred, and which we take advantages by which he hoped to subdue the 
at random Iffom the first volume. Under the heart of the fair nymph, his having but one 
head of “ judgment ” may, we think, be eye. The logical Cyelops of the “ Me- 
reduced, his opinions on the important ques- dical and Physical," does not, indeed, 
tion of medical education. H:s seal for pro* assure the nynqjh of Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
moling lliat object, may be fairly inferred ttj whom he is making luvo in the procetl* 
from the manner in which he treats an ex- ing pussage, tb.at he w abs dutely a mewe- 
pression of public feeling on the subject, in but he tells her what amounts to 

the following passage “ A fewwe«‘ksago, nearly the same thing, that he sees but one 
8 number of young men, who arc studying side of a question, for which she ljapp(*ns to 
medicine in London, assembled at a debut- be intereMcd. The fair impersonation of 
ing society at Guy’s Hospital, and made the corporate Bysteom must be hardhearted 
speeches, tiie burden of ehicU was, that indeed to resist the impassioned advances 
medical education is very deficient in Eng- of a Sciator, who, for her sake, can discover 
land, and very inferior to what it is on t!ie so much perftM liort in the Hospital “ Nepo- 
Continent: this farce was reported in the tisni”of London, the “ Duhbiug” at £din> 
daily newspapers.” The diminished jwo- burgh, the “ Ap]>renlicing” in Dublin, tlie 
portions of the picture conveyed to the:“ Fost-ofiice Dijdomafl” of Aberdeen, ^aml 
mind throogh this narrative, am perfectly) in all the oilier virtuons and consistent 
preserved in every part. Thus time itself schemes of education over which she pre- 
Ims not escaped curtailment ; it was only an sides ; while among her rivals on the Con- 
msignificant “ few days ago the students tineni he finds nothing but defects and de- 
wero but “ young men,” and only a “ num- formity. wonder Cupid his been paint- 
her” of them present; they were but ed blind, when the venerable kwain of the 
“ studying medicine,” and of course could “Subscripi ioiiExcrescencc” can convert the 
know nothing of how the science should be impcrfeitirms of his mistress into a theme 
taught ; they assembled at a *' debsling so- for admiration. A classical vein runs 
ciety,” and, like all who frequent such Uirough all the Doctor’s editorial nmoort* 
arenas of foolery, only “ made speeches He uol jnily makes love with the blind de* 
the import of which, like the da rope of a^ votiom of tlie ancients, and arrays his fevou- 
song, w^as but a “ burden and, by in nle with all the chams of a p^ect Yentia, 
easy transition, next turns out to he “a but would ad<t to her beauty tbeattributea 
farce,” which, by way, we prmme, of ag- of a Minerva, by impmiing on her (he atrict- 
gravaiion, was actually' reported in the e«t silence, which, among Uie Greeks and 
daily newspapers !” By a similar pro* Jloinana, was so expressive of wiadoiu. As 
of (ffscri|jtive inversion, the pyramids snoilter specimen of his “ judgment,*' we 
might be reduced to I pl«y* toy, and eternity find Mm, in one of his lending axticlea, 
iuelf tii a span. Jobnaon (not yon, dear writing thus “ We deny that the infdieai 
Doctor, ) remarla, tiiitobce the idea of big oiScer$ of onr hospiula cw, with any pafo- 
tod huh men occtnted to S»e#ft ; the com- j pmty or truth, he coirfidefed iw lubjeet to 
position of the foftgfg to Brobdipag eodlpuhlio ittiOfOtioii. We deny th*t the treat* 
- .e L.,u AiMmhwJemttf mtm k $ 4b% thit fUJi 
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the oognmnee of the publie jodgment^^lany detcnpdon, who carry oa their trade 
ought to be brought under their noticIP^for the purposes of profit, to deteriorate 
The Doctor is so jealous of the accoinpUsb« I ^Qt they steal by bad Kngliih, or any 
mentsofhia miatress, that he is indignant jon^ expedient, to lessen its value. Here 
at the idea of aubmiiting' them to the vulgar ; the^j^otei’s seal to prmluoe effect outruns 
gaze of the public through the mirror of the | hit pimence, and his fiction, consequently, 
press. He would monopolize all her per* j beoomm^consistent with itself. It might, 
fcoUoxis in silent fruition, and confine the | ho we ver^^e supposed, from its plausibility, 
inspection of her opeiatious to tlie few ini* | that there^^s some foundation, for the 
liatcd priests of her temples. The mob of | statement, it is now well known , 

students and practitioners, throughout the ;• that it is as purMjLa work of the imugina* 
Britisli empire, was to derive a knowledge j tion as any one oflfce Waverly Novels. It 
of their profession through her silence; I is, therefore, not a little amusing to ima- 
and no voice issuing from the sanctuary | gine, with what a smile of contempt these 
was to inform the public whether her rites jsjjoliated leoturem must have read this 
were duly performed. All her affairs, like ! poetical uarration of their grievances, «!• 
the mysteries of the “ Hons Dea,’* were to ways excepting Mr. Ahernethy, who, Uav- 
be conducted in darkness sod tacilUTiiity ! iing Lworn to the fidelity with which his 
We must, however, be content for the | lectures were reported, must have felt 
present witLk these examples of ** know- ! chagrined with his friend. Doctor Macleod, 
ledge'* and 'Mudgment," for the purpose for putting him forward aa a perjurer, ora 
of being detailed in our selections of the -speaker of bad English, in this splendid 
good IVeli tig,** in proportion to the quan- fiction. But we must preoeed, without 
jtity of ih&t article in the volume before us. dnrelling too long on each instance of tlie 
is so abundant, indeed, that the only,** good feeling.*’ 
diflicuUy lies in cornpressing it within a^ In another paragraph of the leading 
sufficiently bhort space; and so con.spiou* I articles,** we find the following complimen- 
oua for its politeness and humanity, that it; tury language applied to passages in Tas 
might be siqtposed to have been the joint - Lancet : ** The two, taken together, ezbi- 
pi'oducUon of u Cliesteriield and a Howard, ibit a moaner and a metliod in lying, which 
In the very pope in which the profession of can pnly proceed from long experience and 
** good feeling ” was made, we hod the constant practice. The paper concludes 
following delicate and correct statement :— ! witli a passage worthy of what precedes it, 
“ Hut a few years ago, a set of literary > and which shows that tlie w'riter hat a heart 
plunderers broke in on the peace and quiet j and an imagination filled with the foulest 
of the profession. Lecturers, who had spent! images and the darkest passions.** The 
tlurir lives in collecting knowledge, arrang* | beautiful illustration of ** fine feeling’* (Us- 
ing it for communication, and acquiring the 1 ployed in these remarks, convinces us that, 
art of oral iiistfuction, saw the produce of | if the writer had only a text worthy of his 
their lives snatched from them, and pub- 1 natural disposition, he would certainly be 


lished for ilie prolit of others, with the | the first commentator of the age. Like a 
additional mortification of finding wliat Uiey jgood critic, who scmietimes poiuta out beau* 
had taken so much pains with, disfigured ties of which the writer was unconscious, 
by bad English, and ridiculous or reisciiie* the Doctor is so thoroughly imbued with a 
vous blunders.’* It would be a matter of horror of impropiiety in diction and senti- 
some difficitlty to determine, whether tW ment, that he is insensibly led to find it 
ingenuity dt the truth of this passage it where it does not really exist. His tact in 
most to ‘ be admired. By what Mr. Shiol the discovery of invisible immorality, is 
would call a *' rhetorical artifice,” the im- only equalled by the virtuous indignation of 
puted oiTence is magnified to excite the his nhastisements. That species of punish- 
more commiseration for the eggri(>ved ; m^tinflicted by the production of proof, is 
while the circumstances of the agpievi^ too slow in its operation to satisfy 

are, in their turu, magnified to excite hid he throws Locke and 

greutsT hurroT at the otTeiicc. Thus, with* login aside* and finds, in HiUingsgate, amore 
out any assigned pretext, the '* plunderers'* expeditious castigation for ** foul images,” 
are repietenWd t(» have committed a roga^ ** dark passions,** and *' a constant pracUc(^ 
lat burglary, and ou whom 1 VVby, on the of lying/’ J'kus, in another passage, we find 
quiet, peaoeeblo, end industrious proprietors those remarks fully corroborated. Alluding 
of the London lecture rooms, who S)3»at to a late duel, he says ; — ** It is one among 
their lives (poor men!} in the acquisition the doily proofs of the iticalculable miscliief 
of profesittottal property, and the an of oral resulting from that depravity of the medical 
instritoilpul \V hat a hard case ! One could prett, which has set man in hostility to 
almost weep for the oeverity of their lot! man; a system Whitually carried ou for 
In owe point only ihe pictura is defeotivo ; the profit of a moral haceudiary, (observe, 
it is not ttfittftl, wo bi^ova, with lobboti w« sty fimnit,) who hat raised a ooufitgra- 
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Uqh wUch, it it to be fetred. vUl vont; be j 
quenched in blood.'* 1& tdditiott to the! 
other qatlitiet of the Dootor's style, we 
bare it here ettuiniQg the prophetic for^. 
Heriag rttthed at once to a Gu&etusi^iti^Qd 
imbodied it, in the utoal wty^iii » nicj/ieine, 
without tlie aesktance of a linjgle^Ict, bis 
fancy,, tihea dre, and he farnit|vf^‘u8 with 
an extinguished eonfl^atioiv^fwhich, bv 
the way, has never since J^‘n quenched, 
eitiier by blood or waytr This splendid 
creation of rhetorical j^otechny was, no 
doubt, brought forward for the purpose of 
reviving the recollection of a libel, for wliich 
yott^ dear Johnstone, had to pay the hand* 
some sum of six or seven hundred pounds. 
Our friend, Mr. Wakley, would, no doubt, 
look vastly cconical in a eartcature, wanning 
Ida handa before a comfortable blase of 
doetort' wigs in the middle of Bedford 
Square, while you, dear Johnatoae, and 
your coadjutor, Roderick Macleod, might 
be seen in tUw disunce, endeavouring to 
extinguiah tlie dames with a Jukes' syringe, 
inserted into the jugular vein of some 
wounded duellist. The poor father, in one 
of Goldamith's comediea, who discovers a 
plot of ** blood and arson *’ in a love4etter to 
one of his daugliteni, was nothing to this 
diwoveiy ofhb^sndftre in the |»sges of 
Tna Lancet. 

One other specimen must conclude our 
selection at this sitting ; it is as follows 
** Thomas Wakley stands convicted of false- 
hood before one of the moat impartial judges 
that ever sat on the bench ; and his ninie is 
recorded in the twohrst courts in this king- 
dom u a libeller." Had tlie Doctor been 
made a crier in one of the said courts, he 
would liave been quite at home ; for one can 
•circely help Uiinktng, while reading this 
triumphant announuetnent, that he is not 
listening to that official |>erionag« exercis- 
ing bis lungs and liis functions through the 
judicial triumph. The Doctor, indeed, is 
never satisfied to leave his readers to deduce 
conclusions from facta ; he naturally distruitf 
tiiftr confidence in his statcmenis, and 
thinks they might err, unless he concluded 
by proclaiming his opponrnta " incettdia 
rief." “ libellers," “ Itara,’' and “ blaekf 
guards." Thus, Junius informs us, ** 
common dauber writes rascal and viilim 
under his pietore, because the pteturea 
tliemselves have neither character nor re- 
semblance." Did Dr, Macleod neglect this 
vulgar precaution, it might be a matter of 
tome difficulty to point out tl»* onginaU of 
hia defer iptions. - 

We have ihua, dear 'Johostone, taken u 
few specimens, at randont, of the “ pre- 
cepts ” awd ** exsmifdea " of your eatcemid 
contemporaryi Dr. Macleod'a** good fecimg," 
You will atiow that they are worthy of one 
whose bean was gangrened with httred. 


whVf bia pen WM dripping thli epuHoua 
y?>dment, who, to satiate hit revenge 
againat men guilty of no other crime than 
laughing at hia stupid pratenitons, turned 
beggar when they made him a literal^ 
bankrupt, and received the lympatlietic 
alma of Mr. Brodie for the aceompliahment 
of hia detestable porpoie. Bah! " good 
feeling " indeed ! There ii a depth of dis- 
grace, a foulneaa of design, an intensity of 
malice, in this combination of beggary and 
I charity between the spite-worn pauper and 
hia paiton, which makes one loathe. But, 
dear Doctor, knowing the " morbid senatbi- 
UUty’’ofyottr atomach, we will not finish 
thh sentence; for, in imagination, we 
already see you, after a few ineffectual 
exertions to restrain your disgust, deluge 
these creaturea in an eructation of indig- 
nant bile. Ovid, you may recollect, in 
bis recapitnUtion of the fantastic philoso- 
phy of BythagoiM, wakes aerpenta spring 
‘from the putrid marrow of human bones. 
>If the malignity of man had then been 
lestaMiahed by a few Macleodi, no wonder 
I the fertile fancy of the ancients would hare 
i found in tlie ciicamstance an appropritito 
I origin for the venomous tribes. 1 hta " man 
I of feeling " no sooner enters on the stage of 
action, after reciting his seutimrntal pro* 

I logue, than, in a sort of barlequiuade of the 
I heart, he throws aside the garb of bonevo- 
lienee, and appears in bis natural cUaucter 
I of vituperation ; while all hia kiudwesa, liko 
I Uie waters of the (Utoaspea, w hich flowed 
j for the exclufive beverage of the king! of 
i Persia, is reserved for those who hold the 
I same opinions os himself, in short, there 
> is not an epitliet remarkable for iu course- 
Inesaj a noun, which has been excluded 
from all decent coinjwwtion ; or any other 
part of a|)eerh wliich could be made auhser* 
vient to his abusive purpofiies,'— that this 
** man of fevliug " has not pressed into the 
•enriceiof detraciion. It is worthy of re- 
mark too, (and it tannni escape the most 
careless of his readers, ) that attacks are 
eaieniislly djffer<‘«t fr un those which dis- 
|jagaish every other literary writer. Other 
anthors are suti»fi>'d with attempts to {irove 
their ou’n superiunty over an opponent ; to 
t^w that he may he in error in the iitie of 
ephduct which he pursues ; tlwy ctmfiaa 
tbair atriciiirea to his composiltoua, and 
commctit on Ids tloctrines, without invadiaf 
the aanctuary of the heart. The acniimaiital 
Doctor roverses this ayatem, fsohews alt 
coiuideratitm of •aiin’aacta and argui^ti, 
and, bott&diug over that lb« wkleu all toex 
have held incit'd in tlmircontenlions, gtaipa 
at one#, witli Ifidian felocity, the h^ of 
his victim, and tatooi it wiUt ** lotilcat 
imsgas" and the *' darkfit paiaiona." And 
agaukit whoiniatid for what erim«,UaaBll ihta 
Wimg# Tkiif«c«mNi km eajiotid^il 
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IP onwbogi »IwideTiu»i^| ^eei i tre liMtile. On the edPtrsiy, tbey 

unpble to fix one morel etigme in tbe iPih|L tre men wbo would not only not permit the 
relitiont of life ; at;ain 0 t one whoee condoP to exercise a censorship over dioir 
has been subjected to an nnnariileled or* induct, or allow of any shade of reformi* 
deal, without injury; and all because be medical institiitioiis, but who would 

bad the originality to invent a system of crusnMhe Press itself, and corrupt Uie 
efficient reform in medical afiatrt ; tlie per* medicAMrfvoTattons of these countries still 
severance to carry it on against every spe* more, iwman who cannot see ^is through 
eiesof opjiosition, and will, we believe, liave their ageOT||^d their writings, wo take to 
the proud satifaction of seeing its full accom* >>e incurabl^^ad. Examine the individual 
pltshment. lliese vrere merits and objects whom they ham^ut forward, and his com* 
which, at least, in the minds of the candid, nosidons as exaiA|s — ^who is hel one who 
miglit compensate for any trivial errors com* having died a nat^l death from stupidity 
milled in the working of a novel engine, m one publication, has been galvanised into 
Great moral and physical powers are diffi' s sort of artificial existence, by Ute metallic 
cult to manage, particularly without the ex- battery of Mr. Brodie and his Vespertilionian 
perience of previous applicntion. The light- brothers, to gape, croak, and wriggle, like 
ning which purifies our atmosphere of its a reanimated felon for a while, in another ; 
noxious qualities, may occasionslH*, in its one who having been rescued from a lito* 
course, smite an ox or its owner ; the rary deatli by tlte sympathiew of revenge, 
satirist, who exhibits vice in its naked hns sold himaeif to become the exiMiutioner 


form, to render it the more disgusting, may, 
indeed, sometimes ofiVud the delicate and 
the innocent ; but the philosopher, who 
sees in all sublunary arrangemcnu, evil in- 
separable from good, looses siglit of the 
auoor iocoorenicnce, in contemplating the 
general result. While we disclaim the int- 
possible attribute of impeccability, we con- 
tend that the most unjuar means have been 
taken to magnify tlie imputed faults of this 
.lourual.and to nfiix a dangerous character 
to the excitement which it lias in port pro- 
duced. The agitation, of whatever kind it 
may be, is ci-rUinly not excUiaively the 
work of The Lancxt; for had the ayatem, 
which it has so snoccfafolly assailed, been a 
sound one, how little would its attacks have 
availed I - just as little as a political writer, i 
who could have the folly to write against the i 
priuciple of tritd by jury, civil represents* 
tion, or any other eaaeiitial part of the 
Hriiiah conAtituticn, Hut when the struc- 
ture is rotten, a touch will make it totter to 
the foundation. This was math feaily the 
case with 'riiit Lanon, and the medical 
eorporStioiMI much less vigour tliiin it has 
diiplayed, would, we beUt-ve, at the time, 
have * produced this effect. ( ouaidered, 
therefore, in a just light, the coiupiaint of 
exeiiaiion is hut the confession of the con- 
scious wtriikness of the supporters of ibis 
systein-'-ihc craali uf a corrupt and tinus* 
worn edifice, rnihing lo its rottenness idM 
ground. Were the men who havooppot^ 
this Jottmsi persons who, while they agreed 
in its femUng object, hot donbted, through 
mmiiksti nolioiii tif propmtyt of tbs expo- 
dienty ofthe ©ourit U has ynfioed for this 
ptti|»ose, they wonW be enticed to a degree 
of respect which has not been conceded to 
thenii You well aware, however, that 
it Is tM>t so nmeU to the metus which Tux 
LiMrcjsf has emptied, as to the very prin- 
dpW Ihd ohjeot nr the work that these «en 

Ko* m* 


to a facticm, as a convict accepts a iraosmo* 
tation of sentence, in consideration of per- 
forming duties still more degrading than 
those tor which he had been condemned. 
I'hia is Uie pare, unspotted, unshackled 
agent, who conies forward with the whine . 
of iionesty on his lips, hot with the venom 
of hate m hit heart, and the w^es of 
slander in his hands, as the chivalrcns 
svenger of an insulted profession, and the 
calumniator of the writers in Thr Lancet ; 
who, to the impulses of wounded pride, 
adds tlte lost of prospective lucre, aim the 
obligation of servitude to a faction, to 
stimulate him in the performance of hit 
mercenary duties, i*ook to those " leading 
artielvs” which were to have formed a por- 
tion of the '* ideal model" of his pubtiea- 
lion, and what is their tendency 1->~to pallitle 
the old abuf.es of our institutions, and to 
(iwter the geueration of new. il^atniae 
Ilia reviews, and how bus he dispensed eriti- 
cal justice T — by rendering pertiality useless 
to his friends by its fulsomeness, and cea- 
Hure harmless to his opponents by its §tupid 
malignity. Take the scraps called “ letters," 
wittch have been publiahed by him, and 
what do they contain I— compUints from, 
mock ttudeiits, that their masters have been 
too attentive in the diacharge of their 
dtttiaf, and the mMters Uumselvea the next 
WSill^toinpUmeiitiBg their ohsequioui j|^ule^ 
gyifc. tiead his hospitsl nyiorta," and 
how are matters eoadueted nere!-— the 
resdsr of them must come to the general but 
laoghible coneluaion, tliat, for the last year, 
and a half.iliefe has not been a single ope- 
rstton badly performed, or a medicine in- 
judiciously prescribed, in the hospitals of 
London. We defy its greatest admirer to 
pcdtit out one insiance in which an abuse 
wet the topic, thal-be Imi noi taken it tinder 
his ImWile proteetion, end attempted to 
ahieid its aheiioia ageinst ejtpoitttet Fd&t 

t K 
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out one p&sftttgo, on the otlier hand* in 
winch »ii opportunity prescuicd ior the 
caUimiiiatioQ of tiiu cipojsers of abuse, th^^ 
be haa not availed himself of it ; in wbb;j 
an episode ngaiaet the moral ehaiac^^r of 
the J'.ditorof The LitNcaT and its cor^bu- 
tors could he possibly intenvoveWjAiBl he 
has omitted to turn toui-(H)uot ^ will 

concede t!»at we are wrong iu Poking on 
his journal us the most singul^^ composition 
ever yet publislied, bccaus '^it is the only 
one, we believe, that made the syste- 
matic talutnniauuu of tf?e motives of a cou* 
temporary, the exclusive grounds and oh* 
jects of its existence. Honce its aspect is 
as dreary as its purposes are detestable. 
Every page is darkened by the nightshade 
of llie heart— every column saddened by 
the rank luxuriance, of the hemlock. You, 
dear Joimsiune, know the man, and have 
been honoured with a personal insight into 
hia gloomy, honourable, and charitable” 
occopatious. 

Erineksis- 

Dublin, Jan, 1829. 


IIOPITAL BEAL' Jon, 


Case of stone, in w hich the nicii, and 

AFTLflWARDS THE nF.rXO*V£SlC.\I. OEE* 

RATION AVAS VE III OK MED. 

A BOY, fifteen years old, ivas, on the Isl of; 
December, admitted into the Itospiinl under ' 
M. Blandiu. Me stated, that for the last 
five years he liad been subject to pain in the 
region of the bladder, which was consider- 
ably augmented by walking, and the evacu- 
ation of stools and urine, and which extend- 
ed from the bladder, along the urethra, to 
the glans, where it was most violent. The 
penis was continually in a state of semi- 
erection ; the urine W’as discharged involun- 
tarily, and the anus was prolapsed and in- 
flamed* A sound being introduced into the 
urethra, was arrested at the neck of the 
bladder by a solid, and, as it appeared, 
moveable body, wbidi was alao very easier 
felt by the finger in the rectum } the emit?; 
ence of a large stone in the bladder #tB 
clearly ascdVlained, and the patient bet|i| 
much exhausted by bis continued sufiertagi; 
the high operation was decided upon, and 
performed on the 7 th of December, is the 
following manner. A macilagiuous fiuid 
having been injected ipto the bladder, which, 
from its contraction, or tfie size of the stone, 
could be made to contain but a small qiian- 
tityi the skin was divided by « longitudi- 
nal iAcision, about two inebea in length, and 
tht /m$ alba pj>aaed to iiich an extent^ os 


to of the introduction of the finger 
w' O probe* pointed bistoury, by withdraw • 
which the wound was enlarged infe- 
riorly, and the fundus of the bladder laid 
bare, 'I’his being considerably thiokened, 
was divided with great difiiculty, and tho 
wound being held open by a blunt hook, a 
pair of strong forceps w'ere iulroduced, and 
tlm stone was easily grasped, but was so 
iininovenhle, that after long and forcible ef- 
forts, tiie opevatonvas at last obliged to de- 
sist fur a time from iurther altem|>ts. Tiie 
finger being now introduced iulo the blad- 
der, a smaller calculus was found at its up- 
[)er part, and easily extracted, 'I'he attempts 
at removing the larger stone were now re- 
newed, but were ns fruitless ns before, al- 
though un assistant with his finger io the 
rectum, and anoUter with the staff in the 
urethra, endeavoured to raise the alone, and 
to assist the action of the forceps. 

M. Biandin, being now convinced of tho 
impossibility of removing the stone by the 
upper opening of tlie bladder, determined, 
with the unanimous advice of his col- 
leagues, upon the immediate performance 
of the recto- vesical operation, lie accord- 
ingly introduced his finger into the rectum, 
and, forcibly pressing the bladder, from the 
hypogastrium downwards, divided its ncck^ 

: the prostate glnnd, sphincter oni, and perine- 
um, in the median line, 'i'he stone, being now 
felt by the linger, was grnsjjed by the for- 
ceps, and, while an assistant depressed llie 
stone with ids hand in the upper tvonrid of 
the bladder, was, at last, wilh great diiii* 
culty and exertion, oxiractt d. It was of an 
'oval form, two inchw in its largest, and an 
inch cud a ijuarter in its smallest, diameter, 
ofvery’tirin consistence, and weighed two 
ounces. AlUmugit the operation , of course, 
lasted a considerable time, the patient did 
not lose much blood, 'i'he wound oi iho 
hypogastriuin was uuilod by u bandage, 
sixteen ounces of blood were taken, and a 
small quantity of opium was given, lu the 
evening, slight fever nuceded, but the pa- 
tient was free from pain, except in the 
wounds, and he passed a quiet night. — 
On the following day, the fever was much 
increased, and be complaiued of vague 
paius in tire abdomen. 'J'be bleeding wa| 
repeated, ami a largo omuilieut poultice 
Vril applied over the hypdgaaltiuin. Ou the 
aeoond day, when the report was taken, 
he had violent jiaiii in the hypogastric re- 
gion, though not in the rest of the abdomen ; 
bis countenance was very pale, and expres- 
sive of anxiety ; he h^ vomited several 
Umea, and had still nausea, and a very small 
palse<— 'JouTM, Jtiibdom. 

As soon as the result of tlris ease (vvhtck 
esm baldly be otherwise than fatal) is 
known, we will take care to lay it before 
our remlerst 



HOL^^ CORKER SOCIETIES. 


THE LANCET. 

Lowimy Sainrdix^^ January it, 1829. 


We bare reoetrecl terenJ eommunica- 
ttonft frotn members of the Wesiminiter 
Medicsi Society, announcing their detet* 
mination to secede from a body, whose 
** Hole and Corner** proceedings ore calcu- 
lated to disgrtoe and degrade the profession! 
The Soeiety is, in fact, feio d« is, as far at 
aU purposes of profeisional or public utility 
are concerned; it has aeeomplisbedi in 
effect, its own deaihietion, and its actnal 
dissolution will, in si! probability, soon follow 
its tirtual disorgauifatton. For what is the 
nrowed principle upon which Mr, Lasuscst 
has been excloded from their body ? What 
is the ground uiiMushingly assigned ss a dt 
reason for expelling one of their ablest and 
most efficient members.^ Mr. Lambeut 
has given publicity to, instead of screenings 
the failure of one of his professional 
brethren. This is the unprtfeuional con- 
duct, as it is termed, for which Mr. Lam- 
EEiiT has been declared unworthy of con- 
tinuing to tuke a part ii^the proceedings of 
the Westminster Medical Society, If, in- 
deed, the report of Mr. Bransrv CoorEn’s 
operation, communicated by Mr. Lambeut 
to this Journal, had contained a tissue of 
false statements, there would have been 
some ground for impugning the moral cha- 
racter of the writer, and for contending that 
the author of such a report ought not to 
hold a seat among the members of a scien- 
tific body. But all the material facts in that 
report remain uncon Irndic ted ; nay, ti^t^ 
truth is established beyoud the possibiUty 
of contradiction, by the report of the opera- 
tion just published by Mr. Bjiansoy Cooper 
himself-— a report avowedly witbhebl by 
that gentleman in order Jo increase his 
chance of obtaiuiug a verdict, and which, 
liad it been publlslted hsfor* the trial, must 
have rendered a verdict in Ids favour im- 1 
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poisibifr. W1iat| then, are the sum and 
mbstnnee of Mr* Lam8RRt*b offence in fbe 
the members of the Westminster 
1 Soeiety 1 Is it the celouriiig, the 
form of the report, which has 
pointed to them the neeesaity sitting 
in judgmen^on Mr. LAUsSRTi as srbi^ 
tera of taste ^ the malice which Mr. 

Lambert was cbl^d with hating enter- 
tained towards Mr.BiussBT Cooper tlie 
ground upon which (hey have deemed it 
right to vnimadvert upon his conduct, as 
ceniors of the morality of the profession t 
No, no, no! the charge ol maliee was suO!* 
cendully rebutted by Mr. Lambert in his 
candid and manly j^eech. Ue showed tlmt 
a friendly intercourse bad long subsisted be« 
tween him and Mr. Bransbv Cooper ; that 
they had had indeed their altercations and 
reconciliations, but that he had never enter- 
tained any thing like a hostile feeling against 
him. It is not iiie bad taste, it is not the 
alleged malicious colounog of Mr. Lam.' 
Bert’s report,— it is its ttuth, its un- 
answerable, iU admitted truth, which 
has rendered him obnoxious to certain 
members of the profesaion^ who care 
nothing for Mr. Lambbrt’s motives, or 
Mr. Bransbt Cooper’s rejtutation, bat 
who dread every thing for themselves* 
Persons whose interest it is that the blun- 
ders of unskilful members of the profession 
should be screened frotn the public eye, 
naturally bate and dread the man by whom 
such blunders have been iaitkfully recorded* 
When the miyority of a society consiste of 
such persons, it is an honourable distincr 
dcR ^ an able and independent member 
blf ^ profeSsiofi, to be deeniedi by that 
majority, uBwonhy of belonging to it. 

It it in anticipation, we presume j of some 
similar dUgraoeful proceeding on the part 
of Uie London Medical Society, that Dr* 
Hablam has aimounoed his determination 
of retiring from the office of President. 
That gestleman has declared tliat he will 
not sauetion, by bin presenee in the ehtdr. 
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ANATOMISTS AND Mi.AD’ijiKllS. 

■ 

a proceeding which he cannot but regard I wOTf^^ liiring on terms of friendship, and 
wiUt unqualihed disgust, and which mnst/ne-jiose urbanity of manners is universally 


cover with disgrace all who have the mef*^ 
ness and the folly to participate in If 
such a proceeding were unjustifiahl^obefore 
the publication of Mr. BRAMsnrjlJooPER’s 
own report of his operation report which 
the operator did not rentuo^ publish be* 
fore the trial,— it will^.ie still more base 
and unwarrantable, if persisted in after Mr. 
B A A Ksny Cooper’s publication, which estab- 
lishes, beyond all doubt, the truth of Mr. 
Lambert’s report. AVe do not hesitate to 
affirm, nor can any professional man who 
reads Mr. Bransby Cooper’s own report 
of his operation, deny, that there are many 
parts of that report far more unfavourable to 
Mr. Braivsby Cooper’s surgical reputation, 
than any thing which wai stated in Mr. Lam* 
Bert’s report. If, tlien, the London Medical 
Society be as ambitious as the Westminster 
Society of hastening its own disjolution, 
let it bring a substantive charge against Mr. 
Lambebt, and boldly put upon record the 
ground upon which it deems him unfit to 
retain a seat within its walls. Let it not 
affiect a fastidious disapprobation of the 
bad taste which could assimilate the real 
butcheries of a hospital operating theatre 
to the bcdtious carnage of the stage— let it 
not outrage common decency by pretending 
to feel for unskilful operators a sympathy 
which is really due to the victims of their 
unskilfuloeis— let it not odd hypocrisy to 
meanness, but endeavour to atone for the 
cowardice of expelling a man, whose talents 
tnd indexibility are his real offences, \ty 
frankly avowing the true grounds of 
pulsion— let it tell him, “You have expOMl 
to the eye of the public the failure of one of 
your professional brethren, whom, if you 
believed him to be incapable, it wu your 
duty to bare acreened. You hive beeu ttit* 
prefm'mul enough to put the life of a pauper, 
nod the security of tl«e public, in rompf^i* 
tion with the reputation and the dooieitie 
comfoitiof a gentleman, with whom yon 


acknowledged. The short hut touching 
reply whicli a Scotch serving*man once 
made to his laird may teach you to reflect 
with shame upon your conduct. The laird, 
on the eve of his departure from the house 
of a friend, inquired at his flerving*man, 
whether he had packed up all that belonged 
to him. ' Jt isoir, your honour,’ said the 
careful steward of all, and more than all his 
master’s property. How different has been 
your conduct! You have published the 
truth when it was your professional duty ot 
Uatt to have suppressed it, tnd when the 
calls of friendship should have stimulated 
you to a generous abuse of the confidence 
reposed in you. You are too tcrupulous in 
the use of means by which you may serve a 
friend, and screen professional imbecility, and 
we therefore reject you from our society. 


Tue public will ^am wilb disgust that, 
uotwithstandiog the late horrible disclo« 
cures at Kdinburgb, no steps whatever have 
been taken to subject tliC operations of the 
dissecting rooms in this metropolis to any 
sort of control, and that the traffic be- 
tween anatomists and resurrectiouists,— 
probably between anatomisu and Murder- 
ers,— is still carried on, in defiance of all 
law and decency, and with a brutal indif- 
ference to the {ireseot excited atate of the 
public feelings. Why, we ask, is Ujc Go- 
vernment thns culpably supine 1 We say 
culpably supine ; for upon whom will the 
fespKjnsibliity rest, if it should turn out that 
the anatomists of this metropolis have been 
supplied with human bodies, during the last 
fortnight, from the same horrible source 
which hat supplied the surgeons of Kdin- 
burghl Until the Legislature shall have 
placed the supply of our anatomical acUoolt 
with subjects, under due regulations, the 
disaecting rooms in this metropolis are pub- 
lic nuismtoes , which ougltt to be abated j 
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and, if no 8teps.be taken to abate 
shall feel it our duty to enter into sue;? 
details and disclosure as will probably com- j 
pel the teachers of anatomy to pay some 
respect to public opinion, and some regard : 
to public security. i 


Natural ThaoU^jf, er EvUenca the Eiiitsnce 
amt AUributii ^ the Deity ^ eolUeted from 
ike Appeanuteee if Nature. By William 
Palsy, D. D. Illustrated by a Series of 
Plates, and explanatory Notes, by Jambs 
pAXTon, Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, London. Second Edition. Ox- 
ford ; J. Vincent. 1838. 3 rtds. 8ro. 

Tiibsb rolomes bare, most deserredly, 
reached a second edition ; and, if they sre 
appreciated to their full extent, they wi]| 
occupy a place in every library in the king- 
dom. Few readers of Paley can avoid see - 1 
ing the advantage bis Natural Theology is 
capable of deriving from engraved illustra- 
tions ; to no book, addressed to men of all 
classes, and not to the professional msn in 
particular, could the arts more properly be 
devoted. Convictioi^ ctrried to the mind I 
through the medium of the eye, is not only ! 
quicker, but infinitely more permsnent than 
that derived from any other sense ; and 
we are well satisfied that, clear and agree- 
able as is the Natursl Theology of Paley, 
it will be tmdersiood and remembered now, 
by many who were previously insensible tO| 
its beauties. | 

The text itself will hardly admit, or, we 
should say. will hardly need, quotatbm, 
etUier for the pur|>ose of informing the 
reader what ibis edition is, or to recom- 
mend it. The former has carried its own 
recammeodsiioA for a quarter of a century ; 
and, though the lesrned men of the Quar- 
terly Review can afford to devote four or 
five doseii pages to so well 'known a writer 
as Paley, in the year 1838, we cannot recon- 
eile it to our own minds to imitate them; 


we might as appropriately sit down tore- 
^w <* Butler's Analogy." 

Paxton's labours we wiU,boweTer, 
say a^^ words* The present work is an ex- 
cellentlly elegant reprint i the designsof the 
plates are them original, obtained from 

the most antln^c sources, and " (independ* 
eutly of the quaml^utions of Mr. Paxton, as 
s professional man^^ have been submitted 
; to the critical examination of the most com- 
I petent judges." The volumes contain about 
I forty plates, comprising some hundred dis- 
tinct objects, and the interest of tire reader 
is insensibly secured at the outset by a fami- 
liar iUttitration, which the engraver has 
given, of the mechanism of a watch, in sup- 
port of the argument which Paley has, in 
his first chapter, so ingeniously stated ; the 
simplicity, to which the work is now re- 
duced by s like attention to every object 
mentioned, renders it as enchaining to the 
reader as the most vivid romance. In run- 
ning through the pages, one object in par- 
ticular caught our eye, though it did not 
present to the engraver so many points of 
interest as it might hare done, had he been 
a medical man. In Paley’s hands, even 
; THE bat" is made to contribute to the ge- 
neral proofs of design in the creation. A few 
w'ords of extract will serve to show the 
mode in which the text, the illustrations, 
and the explanatory notes bear on each other 
In Chop. XVI., under the head of ** Com- 
pensation," (of which Paley says, '* it is a 
species of relation ; it is relation, when the 
defects of one part, or of one organ, are 
supplied in the structure of another part, 
or of another organ,") the fallowing occurs 
respecting that creature. 

** The hook in the wing of a bat is strict- 
ly a mechanical, and also a empenmmg con- 
trivance. At the angie of its wing, there is a 
bent claw, exactly in the form of a hook, by 
which the bat attaches itself to the sides of 
raves, huildiugs, & c.. laying hold of ere vices, 
joinings, chinks, and roughnesses* Ji books 
itself by this claw*; remains sus^ieuded by 
this hold ; takes its fiiglit from this position’; 
which operations compensate for the decre- 
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inlude of iti log* Witlioulilie 

hook, THK li V r would be the mo$i belplfs^ 


iffiiem iato tiMk ttninael}, W\m aay 
Juog w$» iutrad^oed iato ibo throat, tiobmt 


I'Mvs Pftb‘v whilv cnojiCl convuUive fffoTtsWfre <wc!^»ioned, until tbo 

: r Tptiin^; “Vi w ojcctd, 

‘ciiiur rua m»a l,cr iW,t, »«i j ao.! wh.rf. «n»» »«)■ friMipatly thtoupl, 

(,o.ii dll' rroaii.l. j hwc inntiditi.'.iA<'«i»*le | the nii.tfil». hi dw one ew*. elviuitt el 
loLiibv die coatrivawe iiuftr wing ; . miitim. hmtli 1.1.4 b«ii oecionallj g.een, 
end in ideeiie a Jaw »u iJ.m e//. tbe 1 »n-l ill I'' - •• ^ B'e'l'en dej'., 


tor hs deriau ti from the ohftrved 

m wing't'd aiiiniali*. A ai^ular defbct re- 
quired i singular 


; ;rf»ia’ualfy from h'lth wailing; away* In tin* 
f oih»?r erne, the chi d wm bom on the g^iU 
loi'Xovrtnher, and died on the Might of iho 


^ . .1 . e. .t ! «^bha The i»rt uaf«ioiiP of thr morhid pan*, 

Aa eacelieal eogranng ui a mt wcloit iti, ^ ^ ^ drawing of them, were eihihit- 

band, and an inureitiog tbiag , or, aa Sir j ly Society, 

AbiIav f 'nnii nt wolild lav t fiifietts ibittu i Mr. C allawav ohservad, that |)r» IJliin* 

AitkyLoonet wonW aay, afurwirsuiini, * 

it is to ie«," for ibowi who do not know ibe | Society, bad nUo sent a 

fam of lUia animal, or lUe situttiun of its j preptraiioii of a aimiltf cast* iii«t with by 
hook. The editor «ld. the foUowieg not. • ! hi. Ueislitm. end which be begje4 Unve 


' Ostoologicaliy considered, the wings of 


I to show to the Society. 

1 Mr. SU.MON* considered it cstrnordinnry^ 


the bat are bunds, the bony strelcUera of the ijn# ohUd should have 

membranes being the finger-bones extreme- days, lie conceived that 

ly elongated : the thumb is abort, and armed jj ^yuid jj^i have been originally f»t , und that 
witU a book nail, which these ammala make rircumstance oUogeiher threw much 
use of to hang by and to creep. 1 he hind ou tbg pijyaiology of hunger, Hebe- 
feet are weak, and bare toes of equal length, hq on rt'cord, where an 

armed also with booked nails ; Ibe roerabiane jodividusl wns known to live longer, without 
constituting the wing, is toutioued from a»e nourishment, than twenty days; and 
feet to the tail.” t).;!- ji, tij. case of a father and tun, who 


ttstitutmg ihewing,i8touUoueclfromU»eig,jy nourishment, than twenty days; and 
t to the tail.” {ti tljg ^^ase of a father and tun, who 

The engraving we cannot give, but the were concinrant’d to be sl^irved to death, and 

• > - Ml I :« wdit-ie the former survived the latter nine 

anxious inquirer will have no dilnculty in *« » lu. 

obtaining a sight of several bats, even in 


Mr. Debmot considered that the child 


this busy city, if he be deslrona of behold- 
ing such interesting objects. 

We take leave of the editor, with an ear- 
nest recommendation of the work to medical 
students, and to all other persons who wish 
to obtain a vast fund of information most 
agreeably communicated. 


LONDON .MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Jatmrj/ 12, 11428. 

Mr, Drvsdale, A'ice President, in the 
Chair. 

Da. Haslam not having appeared a few 
miuutes past ei^Jit o’clock, Dr. Blick moved 
that the Vice President do take the Chair. 

Ibe .Minutes of the last Meeting having 
been rend, . 

The iU CIST II A a reads paper on two cases 
commiitiicated to the Society, by Mr. bid* 
ward HsUsm, of Walworth, of children wbo 
hud had a eul d$ m in the pharynx, which 
obstructed the passage of any uourUhmest 


must have been fut, end that the sole nutri- 
ment of the child all along mu.st luivc con- 
sisted in the absfirpiion of tnc fat. 

Mr, Shaarlev Staled, that there were 
many instances wWre patieiils in typhus 
fewr had lived a fortnight or three weeks 
tijK>a nothing but a little cold water. 

Mr, Den MOT con?vi^iercd that in these 
cases there was an inactivity of the system 
altogether, and that there was not that ex- 
penditure required for the assistance of ani- 
mol lift!, that in oilier cuaes >va| pecessary. 

Mr. Pm Hi III w said, there were also 
cases of typhus fever, where there was an 
inordinuti- devree of exjieuditiire required. 

Mr. ilitowN had been attending a child 
that hud died on the former day, eight weeks 
old, and which had lingered even froiu birth* 
Having heard i!ie reiolion of two cases that 
bad been read, lie hud been induced to state, 
that spinething of o similar kind, though in 
a much milder for»u, existed in his case, 
and Uiat for the purpose of ascertainirig the 
fact, he should avail liirosvlf of the oppor« 
tunity of making s dissection. While ad- 
dressing the Society, he could not help en- 
tering his vfti) against Mr. Salmon’s doc- 
trine, that phthith pulmonalit and a diseBsed 
rectum were necessarily dependent upon, 
and were associated wiiii, each other. Dr. 
Farr had also stated to himi in a conversation, 
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that Ilia eapcrienoa liad apt led Mr. i 

>SaIfnou’a conctiiaionB, 

Mr. Salmon had never stated, that 
were necessarily dependent on each other, | 
or that they were always concomitant. He; 
had often seen cases of diseased refetum! 
without phthisis pulmonaVis ; and it was not ' 
because any t^entleman chose to say his ex- i 
perit nce did not lead him to nj^ree with the ! 
conclusion of another, that therefore the! 
doctrine was to be considered hy the profes- ; 
sioti as unsound. He himself nad attended ; 
a case with Dr. Farr, of ascites, with a dis- 1 
eased rectum as the exciting cause, where \ 
he had been requeeted by the Doctor to lap 
the patient, never once suspecting a disease ' 
of the rectum. Mr. Salmon, however, cured! 
tlie patient of a stricture of the rectum, the ; 
symptoms of ascites subsided, and the pa-' 
tient got perfectly well. He afieiwarda weiu 
to ]>r. Farr under a sort of disguise, who ' 
prescribed for him as if be had been labour- 
ing under an affected liver, without recol- 
lectlug ho had ever seen the man before. 
On one occasion, Dr, Fan* had expressed 
himsAdf thus : — “ 1 have a great liking to see 
you succeed iu your profession, IMr. Salmon, 
and I hope youVill, but 1 trust you will not 
split on the rock you have been setting up 
to me. 1 have never seen a diseased rec* 
turn in the coutse of 40 years’ experience.” 
Mr, Salmon enquired if be had ever looked 
for one t I'he Doctor replied, ** I do not 
know that 1 have.” 

Mr. 11 now N was sure Dr. Fnrr had never 
examined a rectum unless in some case or 
cases where he bad been recpiired to do so 
by the surgeon, from the surgeon huriog had 
doubt as to the nature of the malady. 

Mr. Salmon considered it highly impro- 
per for any gentleman, from such vi ry li- 
mited personal experience upon this sub- 
ject, to impugn the doctrine ot another, who 
had mnde the diseases and examinaiions of 
these parts the great portion of his study and 
occupation. lh>st- mortem e,vaminationM of 
the rectnm l»ad been very much and blaaie- 
abiy overlooked by^ the profession. 

Mr. Siir viu.i v cordmlly c-.uicurrcd with 
Mr. Salmon in his hist t/osiTvation. For 
his own part, he ha<l hnrdly ever seen urot- 
tum exiiuiiuod, aud he helievf d that very 
fow medical men ever thoir^ht of ostnmin-' 
ingit, 

Mr, PttocToa entered the Society at n 
late hour, and by an observation he made, 
Kiiowod that he had split on tlic same rock 
agninst which iMr. Brown foundered, name- 
ly, the ussumption that Mr. Sidmon had 
inaintained, that disease of (be lungs and of 
the rectum were necessarily n&sociatcd. 

A further dodging sort of discussion took 
place on llie subject, in which the anatomy 
of the T«otum> the physiology of its action, 
the ppwer the mind hui over it, and the 


sympathy existing between it and other 
viscera;, were descanted on, but in the 

B wonderful light struck 
lermot took so active o 
IS to have required to be 
he iidgetty state of the 
from the lips of the 
lemcn were out of order 
lun twice on the same 
s of the evening, before 
an opportunity of deli- 
nts. 


Dr. Bmck wished to correct a statement 
ibutbad ajipeared in print, respecting what 
he had sold on the use of the ergot of rye, 
upon the discussion of Mr. Lord’s late case. 
I be person who bad made the stuiesiient had 
signed himself H. C., or H. S. VVhat he 
(Air. Blick) believed he had really said on 
this medicine was, that he had given it iu 
many ca«it“8 wlic-re labour had taken place 
afterwards, but that he did not btdieve tho 
labour was the result of the er^^ot, inasmuch 
as it was not invariably the consequence 
of it. 


DH. li.\SLA3l’8 ilESIOMATIO);* 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— Feeling, under existing circum- 
stance*, I have no security that the follow- 
ing letter will be li: culled to those Genile- 
uien \Yhom 1 w'isb to address ; and as I 
desire my sentiments to have the utmost 
publicity, I solicit their promulgation through 
t?ie medium of your impurlial uud widely- 
circulated Journal. 

Your obedient servant, 

John Ha slam. 

loth 


TO THi: MEMKEUS OK HIE MEDICAL SOCILTY 
or LONDON. 

Gkn'ti k MEN, —When tl»o wholesome and 
protcGling laws of a communitv are sub- 
verted, in order to fueilvtate the lianeful in- 
trusion of liuTnan passions, there is a natural 
inference, that its exi&tence will be of very 
limited duration. In your printed book of 
Statutes, page rhap. 4, which treats of 
the duties of the President, it is expressly 
laid down,— He shall summon all extra- 
ordinary meetings of the. S«>ciety, and en- 
force the execution of their Statutes.'’ On 
this subject, as your President, 1 have never 
been consulted „ nor has my sanction been 
given to any such proceeding as is contained 
m the fol lowing noiico 
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' Medical Society of London, Bolt Coort. 

*< Jan.Stli. 

Sir, — am instructed to inform you 


ftctorvjmurn for dialinguiabed and acou- 
IT farouTB. Gentlemen, into your 
(«ritl8 1 resign the Chair of the Medical 


th.t . Oe.er., Mftingof ’Sj"— 


ciety will be lield, on Monday tlie 1 9tl' j^h 
atant, at eight o'clock in the etening^pre- 
ciaely, * To take into consideration tj^ con- 
doct of Mr. James Lambert, on^^ take 
such measures as shall then see] 

“ 1 am, Sir, 

** Your obedie^Orvant, 

" Jamrs^’^^ld, Kegigtnir.” 

The time appointed is therefore as illegal 
as tbe purpose of the meeting ; and if, on 
this fictitious summons, 1 were to take the 
chair, 1 should expect to be saluted with a 
merited volley of groans, hisses, and the 
various vocal issues that convey scorn and 
detestation. By what authority the Medi- 
cal Society of London proceeds to intjuire 
into the conduct of its members, must be 
unfolded : the book containing its laws is 
wholly silent on this point. By what un- 
heard of metamorphosis a medical Society 
can be iranaformed into a tribunal of crimi- 
nal judicature, remains to be explained; 
and sufficient reasons must be adduced, be- 
fore the medical assemblage in Bolt Court 
can be considered a ** court of ease to tbe 
Old Bailey.*' Had Mr. Lambert been con- 
victed of any flagrant crime, the laws of his 
country would have awarded the degree of 
punishmenl ; and the record of such dis- 
grace would be sufficient to exclude him 
from the society of sU geutlemeu, prufes- 
sionsl or otherwise, and an ample justifica- 
tion for erasing his name from the list of| 
your members. At the meeting on the 5th 
lost., 1 had the honour to preside, and when 
the paper, which is a copy of the summons 
for the I9th, was indecently insinuated to 
the interruption of the legitimate busioess 
of the Society, 1 asked, ** What has Mr. 
Lambert done 1 *' 

'* Meruit quo crimine ■ 


Suppliciuml Quis testis adest 1 Quisdo- 

tul.t r 

To this question tbe whole phalanx was 
mute ; there was not an individual that had 
tbe courage to accuse him. One of the 
Council, who appeared to speak the ttnaai- 
mout sentiment of that collected wisdom 
and impartiality, in addressing me, said 
Sir, U K hold iiim mnorr/it at present, and 
he will have an opportunity of ntiKNDiNO 
himself.’* This Christian seutcnce, 1 pre- 
sume, re(|uires no comment, and ] now 
hasten to the crmclusioii. Be assured 1 
shall ever retain a gratefol sense of the 
honours you Itave conferred on roe, and 1 
have anifoimly felt, tliat the manly and un< 
temtUitig discharge of my duties would be 
tbe purest ocknowbdgment and most saUa* 


reluctance and regret, Of moral courage, 
1 possess sufficient for all the honourable 
purposes of civilized society, but 1 freely 
confess to you* that I am a stranger to that 
cold-blooded diplomacy, that enables a hu- 
man being to become the presiding minister 
of injustice, and I Vant nerves to witness 
the character of an Innocent person, man- 
gled and lacerated by bis own brethren, as 
an expiatory sacrifice for a disastrous ope- 
ration. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

With profound resect and grateful 
impressions, 

Your very obedient servant, 

John Hablam, M.D 

15th January 18i9. 

Hart Street, Bloomehury, 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 


VIOLENT CONORRIKLAL OPHTHALMIA OP 
BOTH EYKB, aUCCXSBFl'LLY TREATEO. 

Samcel Seoar, ®lai. 20, footman in a 
gentleman’Bfamily, was admitted into Henry 
the Eighth's Ward, under the care of Mr. 
Lawrence, on Wednesday, the 6lh Nov,, 
1B28, with gonorrhceal ophthalmia of both 
eyes, a partial slough of the right corncti 
0 |>euing into the anterior chamber of the 
eye ; the left cornea unaflected, and che- 
niosis of the conjunctiva of botli eyes. About 
a month ago the patient had gonorrhea ; 
was sure that none of the virus had been 
conveyed by any act of hii to his eyea; 
though he can remember having wiped his 
face witli a towel in the course of tlte week, 
on which there may have been a part of the 
discharge from the urethra, before the inflam- 
mation in till- eypfi appeared. On Uie Tiiuri- 
day morning preceding his admission, felt 
an uneasiness in his left eye ; in the even- 
ing it began to discharge pus, and on the 
foHowmg day he was unable to see with it. 
On Sufioly morning the other eye beesme 
affected in a similar way, and in the course 
of Monday, or tbe following day, tlte tight of 
both eyes was completely gone. When 
admitted, the discharge of put from both 
«>yes was very considerable. As the dis- 
charge froRi the eyes ijicretsed, so that from 
the urethra gradually dimiiiiibed, though it 
had never entirely atoppd. It was with 
the utmost difficulty Mr. Lawrence suc- 
ceeded in obtsiniog a view of tbe cornea of 
tbe eyei, Tbe diiebarge eo exaotly. re- 
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sembled tbe thick yellowUh 
of tb«t from tbe uretbrSi tbftt the 
when separated from the parts, were mS 
dittinguishable. Though tiiere was exces* 
aive distension of the comuoctiva of the 
right eye, yet, as is generauy in these cases, 
tiie disease was most extensive in tlie eye 
that was first affected ; great intolerance of 
light common to both eyes. Leeches at 
different times, to the number of two dozen, 
had been applied in the neighbourhood of 
the eyes ; a lotion, and a blister j which Mr. 
Lawrence considered by no means adequate 
to the urgency of the case. A practitioner, 
he aaid, could not be avrare of tbe very de- 
•tractive effects of thia disease attacking 
the eyes, who did not meet it by the moat 
prompt and active measures. The prognosis 
here was very unfavourable, the great pro- 
bability being, that sight of both eyes would 
be irrecoverablv lost. Pulse 108, full and 
bard. Ordered to be bled from the arm ad 
dtUtiutum i S4 leeches to be applied round tbe 
eyes in the evenings P<>PPy fomentations 
aherwards ; 5 grains of calomel and 15 of 
jalap (immediately, and, subsequently, tbe 
saline mixture, with a drachm of the solu- 
tion of tartarised antimony every six 
honra. 

6. Thirty-six ounces of blood w’ere yes- 
terday taken from the arm ; tbe first wiis 
buffed and cupped, the next less so. Feels 
much relieved. Swelling of the eyelids 
diminished ; inflammation of the conjunc- 
tiva partly subsided ; tongue white at the 
base ; pulse sharp, and 76. Repeat tbe 
24 leeches, and calomel and jalap, a blister 
to the neck, and the lotio aaturni to tbe 
eyes. 

7. The inflammation of both eyes dimi- 
nishing, but the profuse discliarge continu- 
ing. Pulse 88. llepeit the application of 
the leeches, and continue llie lotion. Mr. 
Lawrence now regards the right eye as 
safe. 

6. Tl»e chemosis and swelling much suh- 
sided, so that a more perfect view of the 
eyes can be obtained, than could be since 
admission. There is a white spot aud par- 
tial slungh observable at the inner side of 
the left cornea. I’he pain in the eywi and 
across the forehead lessened. Pulse 95 ; 
tongue browiiisli. Repeat the leeches ; 
omit the saline mixiurt*, with antimony. 
Ajqdy s poultice to the eyes, and lake every 
SIX hours an ounce and a half of the mid, 
wesik. mffOiaricL c. mlpk* mag. a drachm. 

9. Apply tlie leeohea again. 

10. The pain gone. Can distinguish oh- 
jeets with both eyes. The chemosis of the 
conjunctiva has ‘almost disappeared. A 
•mail ulm perceptible on the cornea, with 
adhetion of the ins at the inner aide of the 
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left eye, hut which is not likely to produce 
much inconvenience. Apply tiie extract of 

S e left eye, aud common 
gin of the palpebra. 

I dipped in the lotio 
iver the eyes, and the 
and quiet a sitoatidu as 
■ 

i and discharge of the 
ioppeared. A small cx- 
e inner side of the cor- 
nea. I'he conjunctiva unnaturally vasenlar. 
Some chemosis of tbe conjunctiva of the left 
eye still visible. A clear vesicle in tlie 
situation of the ulcer, occasioned by a small 
portion of the iris slipping through the 
opening. 

13. Vascularity of the conjunctiva of 
both eyes increased. Pulse sharp and full. 
Apply sixteen leeches. 

14. Much the same. Take twenty ounces 
of blood from tbe temples by cupping. 
Omit the belladonna. 

15. The renewed inflammation, in part, 
subsided. Take twenty- four ounces of blood 
from the arm. 

16. Has been relieved by the bleedings 
but still there is inflammation of the con- 
junctiva}. 

18. The vascularity much diminished, 
and the swelling gone. Can see objects 
clearly. Let twelve leeches be applied 
about the left eye. 

19. The tumour in the cornea of the left 
eye, appears to be about the size of a split 
pea, and is approaching towards staphyloma. 
Pulse 90, and soft. A small discharge from 
the urethra still continues. 

29. The discharge from the urethra has 
ceased. A alight fresh attack of inflamma- 
tion of the left eye. Apply six leeches, and 
take the mixture ordered on the 8th. 

Dec. 20. The patient lias gone on im- 
proving, with slight interruptions. The 
right eye is now quite free from inflamma- 
tion, ami the ulcer of tlie cornea Is gradu- 
ally healing. The left eye is of the natural 
colour ; there is yet slight Eiaphyloma, but 
which is diminishing, aud does not mate- 
rially inte rrupt vision. 

23. Discharged cured, and with perfect 
sight of both eyes. 

This is an admirable instance of the bene- 
ficial effects of active treatment in cases of 
tills description,. Had a few hours longer 
been suffered to have eUpsed before the 
adoption of this treatment, in all })rohabiiity 
the sight of both eyes would have been 
irrecoTerably lost. 





WOUiNI) or THE ABDOMEN .-Apf^TATlON. 


VYESTMINSTKll HOSPITAL. 


drar* Bfllts to be lakon ewry 

. ’fjotjr in peppermint water. Thirty 
^echea repeated. 

woeNO or thb aBooMEN — PROTRCsiojJf Nov. IS. Has slept a little ; pulse 116, 
OF THE OMENTUM. ^ smMll, and hard; bowels open; pain of 
Thomas Fawkes, aged th, a mu^lar liy'pogastrium eitending along the dorsutn 


sanguineous man, admitted into Jmke’s 
Ward, under Mr. Guthrie, Novea^er JO, 

18^8, with a penetrating wound o^te bellv. 

He is a butcher, residing in^mlico, and 
was went to carry his slny*^' Icnife hi bis 
coat-pockct,but getting (li.ink this erening, 
he forgot to put it into a scabhord, and full- 
ing, the point of the fcnife pierced the abdo- 
men, just below the left inferior rib, A 
general praclitionfr of the neighliourbood 
was fortliwith called in, and found fire 
inches of omentum protruding. He attempt* 
dd to retarn it, but did not succeed. The 
patient was brought into the hngpital at 
midnight, and Mr. Laot Smith, the house* 

•urgeon, after tome trouble, restored the pro- 
truded part to its proper situation. The 
external wound was about an inch long, but 
that in the peritoneum did not exceed half i 
an inch ; the edges were adjusted to each 
other, and secured with a suture and strap- 
ping. He was put to bed, and drank some 
warm tea. At six o'clock next morning, 
bia pulse was 100, full, and strong. Goti- 
itderable pain of abdomen, aggravated by 
each inspiration, tension, and teodero6.sE 
on pressure. Forty- fire ounces of blood 
were abstracted from the arm, which pro- 
duced a swoon. On coming to himself, he 
felt better; pulse ItO, small, and feeble. 

A bolus of csloinel and opium was pre- 
scribed directly, and a clyster of gruel every 
two boors. 

Two, n.M. The pain in the abdomen 
having returned with cousidernhle violence, ^ 
pulse 110, full, and strong, he was bled to i fiammatioii about three years ago, which 
sixteen ounces ; an ounce of cajstor oil in- ) recurred occasionally, hut not to such a 
stautly ; fomuntatians. The pain was alle- jdegrec as to prevent his working. In March 
viatedhy these means. [the joint swt iled, and became verv painful, 

Four, p.M. Air. GiiUirie saw him for the jthe infianimatifui was ucl clu cked, suppu* 
first time, and recommended thirty letches : ration follnwed, and, two montlis before his 
to be applied about the navel. teeming in, ilio mailer found an exit lor 

H. He slept during the night. At day* -itself. Thus u siunii was left, leading into 
break, pain of a colicky kind occurred in the liio joint. 0« mlmis^ijtn there whs a con. 
Ttcinily of the wound; pulse 152, small, ■ iideruhle diseburg** of htudahle ptis from 
aid compressible. Thirty more leeches were - the nmuml ; the jiunih nt. dischnige (Icierio- 
appUed. Copious evacuations had taken j wted ftoin day to day, and. noivviihstanding 
place from the bow'els. jthe assiduous nnd judicious use of allt ra* 

Atone o’clock, p.m., .Mr. Gullme visited tivts, aperients, and tonics, the health of 
him. whole face was pale and hag- ! the palknt gradually dccUned, and the 
gard ; lips exsanguom ; expression intently I counlehnnct* began t« assume the hectic 
anxious, marking exi’essive nervous irnta*!tint. A number of sinuses were formed 
fion ; respiraiion hurried ; he complains of : round the j<tint, au extensive caries of the 
severe pains over il.« enjlire belly. A pouiid j InrHus esiaieil, and nearly three ounces of 
of blood was abstracted in the ptesence of isanioua unhoaUhy pus were daily excemtd. 
Mr. Guthrie. An hour afterwards, Mr, i Lnder these citoumstHnees, the couclave 
(f ulhrie found the symptoms unahated, and : of surgoons resolved that an amputaliou of 
directed him to be cupped to eight ounces ; , the limb should take place tba 89th No- 
after this the |>oor Mmr waa easier. Aitember. Mr, Harding aecwdiaflyftwfoimwi 


penis; pressure occasions no pain in tlie 
other parts of the abdomen ; twenty 
leeches ; a bolus of calomel and antimony. 

Two, p.M. Terapnrary relief only was 
afl'orded by the leechea. It waa evident, 
from the patient's countenance, thivt he waa 
moribund. The irritation increased, as the 
atrengtli diminished; perpetual retching; 
a constant desire of micturilioiit and general 
resllesstiess, preceded the last struggles of 
departing life. He went off early in the 
morning of the Hlli. 

Extmdmtim twenty tight kmtrs after Deatk, 

A careful scrutiny M'as made of tlie whole 
alimentary tube, in tlie expectation of meet- 
ing with an aperture ; the tiausverse arali 
of Uie colon w'as accidentally punctured by 
the gentleman wh.) conducted the examiua* 
tion.but no other solution of continuity was 
found. 'J'he perilooeuui, haili viicerid and 
pnriinal, was sUglitly iuiiamed in potches, 
most considenibly in the transverse meso- 
colon, and the plica splenis, which were 
minutely in jected. .Ydbesious of the omen* 
turn had taken place round the margin of 
the wound. 'I’he other viscera of the abdo- 
men, and those of the thorax, were sound. 

DISEASE OF THE AM I.E-.IOINT-- OPl U A TION. 

.lames King, aged 35, a fair maiit of mid- 
dling si?.e ami good aymmetiy, admitted 
into John's W ard, under Mr. White, ;id 
September, with disease of the right 
ankle. I his joint was aftVeted with in- 
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U)e double^tp operaiion ; bU I again. Tbe Btump vas immediately un" 

taken up; tbere was a good deal dressed, and an active search instituted for 

hmmorrljage. Mr. Guthrie took charge^! the bleeding point ; but the blood appeared 
the tourniquet. The man, being much ejt^o How from the general surface of the 
hausted, a gill of wine was giyen to him f^uip. I\lr. White shaved away with a 
on his being put to bed. so^Md the sloughy superbcics from which 

On examining the limb, the cartilage th^^unorrhage proceeded, and succeeded 
covering the socket of the tibia and fibula in sto^^ing it. Not more than eight ounces 
was entirely absorbed, and the osseous sur- of bloo^were lost, but the man gradually 
face carious. Small dots of discoloured suuk, amiii^ied at four o’clock. Sixteen 
cartilage remained on the astragaiiis, and ounces of hrej ^y were given to liim whilst 
the su|>puratiye process extended through under tlm haniNbf the surgeon, 
the whole taml ariiculttton. 

The theatre was thronged with specta- Jw/wtani tieenfu/sur ftniirs^r 
tors, but rmy few were so fortunate as to 

see the operation ; because, on these oc* llie whole body presented a beautiful ap* 
casious, the floor of the theatre is crowded pearance ; the skin was of the most delicate 
with people, whose beads constitute a texture, and the symmetry was perfect. On 
harrier impenetrable to the visual powers opening the thorax, the lungs only partially 
of tlie students. A number of neighbour’ collapsed ; they crepitated at their bases ; 
ing practitioners, dubbed “annual gover* slight adhesions existed between the proper 
nors,” by subs<?ribing three guineas, arro- and reflected pleiirae. An incision from the 
gate to themselves supi^rior privile|es to \ apex to the base of each lung, exposed a 
pupils who have paid twenty guineas; mass of tubercles of diiferenl ages, butnone 
they likewise possess a voice potential in in a state of suppuration. The mucous mem* 
the government of the institution. These brane of the bronchi was tinted of a pale 
gentlemen are the chief intruders to the red. The heart was small, but perfectly 
area of the operation theatre. The pii- healthy. In the abdomen, the capillary sys* 
piis have Bought redress, in vain, for these tern appeared quite empty ; the villous coat 
ubuaea. On Mr. White’s days they are oar> of the stomach and small intestine^ were in* 
ried to the greatest pitch. flamed in irregular spots, the vessels having 

A few of the more forward pupils like* a brown arborescent appearance. The head 
wise thrust themselves into the scene of was not inspected, 
action, nud add to the general embarrass. — 

went. It would be becoming in these geii- 

tlemeu to retire; and Messrs. Edwards and When Sir Anthony Carlisle came to the 
Tebbs might leave the Hour, w'ithout deiri- Hospital on Saturday last, Mr. White was 
meat to Uieir own modesty, or to the sue* examining a man’s eye in the surgery 
cess of the operations, * “ What ! do you expect to enre that 1” said 

November 30. TJm parient passed a tole- the Knight. “ Why! it’s considerably 
rable night, occasioiiaily troubled with sub* better,” replied Mr. White, “ and that 
sultus; puUe J(K), full, and strong; ten* which can be made better, mou be made 
dernets of the hypogastrium ; he was bled well.” After examining some patients in 
to ten ounces ; the craaiaiueutum was Mark’s \Vard, (present Mr. Lynn. Sir An- 
buflud, and cu})ped. ihony, Messrs. White, Guthrie, and Hard* 

December t. I he symptoms continuing, , ing, and about 30 pupiU,) Mr. Guthrie pre- 
he was bled to id ounces. The craasamentum | sented Sir Anthony and Mr. White witJi a 
this day was only blfghtly hud'ed ; tlie un* pamphlet each “ for their amusement on 
pleasant symptoms dis' 4 pp*‘aret!. He was Sunday.” Sir Anthony observed, •' 1 shall 
ordered, now and then, an oviuce of castor read it with a great dcvtl of pleasure ; but I 
oil, mixed with the yolk ot’ uu egg. decidedly obj»ct to these things being so 

7. Secondarv lr.em inhuge o.curred ; Mr. much brought before the public ; I object to 
White separated flaps, aud scooped out the publicntion of the evidence before the 
with his fl»”er a large cuagulum, which House of Coramuns; 1 do not approve of 
emitted a putrid suudl ; the sides of the making the public mind, if 1 may so term it, 
wound felt as cold as martilo. The stump faniiitar with «ucb things ; they altould be 
having been bathed in warm water, and all strictly private. There is a superstitious 
the irritating roagula removed, the lia’mor- reverence for the dead among the public ge- 
rbage enased ; id ounces of blood were lost, iiernlly, which 1 would by no moans do away 
A cordial draught was administered, and he w'ith ; it woultl he destroying one of their 
drank a gill of wine, and eat a mutton chop, flotsl feelings ; without it, what are they 1 1 

8. Slept well in the night, awoke, re« would by no, means allow the poor people 
frasbad. thii morning. About two o'clock who die in ilospiuls to be given up for dis- 
ia the afbvnooi}, just as Mr. White was en* section, and while 1 am surgeon to this 
taring Ip^a hOiiiUal, haiiiiorrhsga took place Mospiia), it shall narerhave my couseot.” 
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** Had we not better epeak of iliis in some 
other place/’ said Mr. White, in an under 
tone. “ No! \Vliy ■?” replied Sir Anthony 
] wish them (the patients) to know it auj 
there the conreraation dropped. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL 


;/ 


MTHOTOMY BV ME. BBJfNSBY COOPER. 

Early on the forenoon of Tuesday last, 
the operating theatre was crowded by a large 
assemblage of students, to witness the ope< 
ration of lithotomy by 6Ir. Bransby Cooper, 
which was announced iu our last. At ten 
minutes past one, the patient, a child be* 
tween three and four years of age, was 
brought into the theatre, and sounded in the 
usnu manner, when all of the surgical staff I 
declared tlieir belief of tire esistence of a 
vary hrgi stone ; and, during the operation 
of sounding, the striking of the instrument 
against the stone could be distinctly heard 
at some little distance from the operating 
table. The patient wu then bound, and 
the operation commenced by cutting through 
the perinmum, in the usual w'ay, tuio the 
groove of the staff. Upwards of four 
MINUTES elapsed, however, before Mr. 
Brsnsby Cooper could clearly satisfy him* 
self that the point of the knife was fairly 
in the groove of the staff. The knife was 
then carried onwards, and the staff at the 
tame time depressed. A small guah of| 
urine followed. The operator then passed 
his finger through the wound in jierinaeo, 
and ascertained that the opening into the 
bladder aras not sufficiently large to extract 
the stone. The knife was therefore carried 
a second time along the groove of the staff, 
and the wound in the bladder dilated. The 
finger was then sgaio introduced, and upon 
it the forceps. The stone, which appeared 
to situated at the back part of the bladder, 
was very readily laid hold of, and in a few 
seconds, by an alternate motion of the for- 
ceps from side to side, extracted. It was 
a mulbeny calculus, of an oval shape, and 
nearly as large as a common i^lnut. The 
patient was immediately put to bed. 

DISEASE OF THE FINOED — AMPUTATION. 

An elderly woman was then brought into 
the tbeitre, and the middle finger amputated 
at its junction with the metacarpal hone,’ for 


• lu onr re|*ort from <be' Hospital last 
week, it aliould have been stated that the 
child affected with mefus is about the age 
of ten weeks, and that the boy on whom 
Mr. Morgan perfonutd the operation of 
amputation, U aged fifa^en years. 


a dis' yfS( the laat joint, which had appa* 
/’ destroyed the laat jiholanx. Two 
^ ,,aareB were applied to the bleeding ves- 
sels, and the divided parts were brought 
into conact with sutures and adhesive strapsy 
and a bandage encircled the fingers, to keep 
them in apposition. The patient then quit- 
ted the theatre. 

The operator then proceeded to amputate 
a second finger. The patient, (a young 
healthy-looking fellow) had, some time pre- 
viously, lost the ring and little fingers of the 
same hand, by being caught in some machi- 
nery. The accident had also occasioned se- 
vere compound firactures of the metacaipal 
hones of those fingers ; and aubaetiueut m« 
flammation had produced anohyloaia of the 
metacarpal bone of tiie middle finger. On 
this account, the fore-finger and thumb were 
rendered comparatively useless. 'I’he ope- 
ration was performed by cutting into the 
joint on the exposed (inner) side, tlien in- 
clining the knife upwards, and forming • 
fiap f^om the radial aide of the finger. Tbit 
flap was brought into conuct with the am- 
putated parts with two or three sutures, and 
kept there by adhesive straps. 

After these minor operations were com- 
pleted, Mr. B. Cooper turned round and ad- 
dressed the students as follows “ Gentle- 
men, as there have been public misrepresen- 
tations of operations performed in this thea- 
tre, 1 think it my duty to state to you my 
reasons for introducing the knife o lecond time 
into the bladder, Ihe first time 1 carried it 
along the groove of the staff, I not only di- 
vided the prostate gland, but also opened 
the bladder. Upon, however, introducing 
my finger into the bladder, I found that the 
opening was not sufficiently large to admit 
of the extractiou of the stone with safety to 
the patient, and also tbst my finger was 
closely embraced by the divided portions of 
the prostate gland. I therefore deemed it 
more prudent to dilate tlie wound in the 
bladder by a second introduction of the 
knife, Iban to run any risk of tearii^ the uft 
parti, by attempting to extract the stone, 
which i felt cmtjident uiai mwh larger than 


IfOPITAL ST. ANTOINE. 

TBEATMENT OF IHK. COLIC FROM LEAD, 
BY Af UM. 

]. P. Fournier, letat. 45, a painter, of i 
robust consiitntion, was, on the itHld of Sep- 
tember, admitted into the iiospitali under M* 
Kapeler. 1 le had been eight times affected 
with the colic, and was treated in tlie Cbi- 
rit^ and Hhtel Dieu, but never recovered 
hit health, and even at the lime of iniermii- 
lion was affected with eoaUveneiSi p«i& in 



CO>q ^ JRED BY ALUM.--ASCITES. 


^9 


the belly, and a paralytic affe 6 !Si^^ the 
left wrift. At the begianing of Sepl^^Jslier, 
he was seined with violent eolic pain,^ 
rhoea, sickness, and extreme lassitude, s7 
tiiat he was unable to continue his work. 
On his admission, the abdomen was violent* 
I 7 contracted and painful ; the pain inter- 
mitting, and relieved by pressure ; he com* 
plained of sickness, sour taste, excessive 
thirst; entire loss of appetite, headach, 
restlessness, tenesmus, ana costiveness, of 
five days* standing. The tongue was white 
and moist, the pulse very slow, the skin dry 
and eold. The extremities, especially of the 
left aide, were in a constant convulsive mo* 
tion ; the left arm was completely paralysed 
and insensible. M. Kapeler ordered muci- 
laginous potions, an emollient injection, and 
a drachm of alum daily. On the following 
day, the patient was considerably better ; the 
pulse was ISO ; the colic pain was modi 
diminished ; he was free from sickness, 
the convulsive movements of the extremi- 
ties were less violent, and not so frequent 
as before ; he had slept for some hours. 
I'he bowels had been moved several times, 


The Archives G£n6rales de MMieme, con- 
tain ten cases, in which alum effected a 
speedy cure, and the reporter states, that 
M. Kapeler, after having for thirteen years 
' 'opted this meUiod, prefers it by far to the 
^ of narcotics and drastics, which, under 
ame of ** Traitement de la Chariot** are 
alm^l invariably employed in the other 
P arisiaMiospitds. 


HOTEL DIEU. 


T. LscouTuniER, aitat*44, habitually in 
the enjoyment of good hedth, had been 
for some months affected with indigestion, 
loss of appetite, frequent costiveness, hec- 
tic fever, g^eat emaciation, and, latterly, 
with swelling of the abdomeu, and dysp* 
When admitted 


1 He UOWeiB IIBU UOCU IUUYC** vituoB, j ^*^J^**^*^ flU 

ud the tenennu. wm much aecrroced. | ‘'je 


Under the continued use of alum all the 
symptoms gradually diappeared ; tlie bowels 
became regular, the abdomen free from pain, 
the trembling of the limbs ceased ; the left 
side only was for a considerable time be- 
numbed and weak, but at last also regained 
its former strength and sensibility. 

9 . C. Baudin, of a feeble conaiitution, 31 
years old, a potter, was, on the 26ih of 
February, suddenly seised with abdominal 
pains, so violent, as almost to render him 
delirious. Being on the S7th carried into 
the Hospital, he was found in the following 
state ; — the limbs were in a constant con. 
vulsive mottoii, and almost insensible; be 
complained of the most excruciating colic 
pain, which could only be somewhat ap- 
peased by forcible corapresaion of the belly ; 
the eyes were bright and glassy, the face 
indicative of great pain and distress, the 
tongue dry and black, tiio bowels costive, 
the pulse very small and slew ; a few boors 
after his admission, he became delirious, so 
that it was necessary 10 apply the straight 
waistcoat. He wt»s ordered an embhient 
glyster, mucilaginous potions, and a drachm 
of alum. On the following day he was in 
the same atat«» in constant paiu and deli- 
rium ; two drachms of slum were ordered, 
and an oles^pcous injection every half hour. 
On th« evening of tbe 28th, ho recovered 
ilia senses, after having had three copions 
stools ; the psiii was much diminished, and 
the a^onian soft. Under the continued 
tian of alum he rapidly recovered, and was 
dtpoharged perfectly o\irod after eighteen 
- 


he exhibited the following sy’mptoms:— 
The abdomen was enormously swelled, the 
skin very tense, the umbilicus prominent, 
and the scrotum infiltrated. There was 
distinct fluctuation, but no pain on pres- 
sure, nor could any tumour be discovered. 
The face was of a sallow icteric hue, the 
tongue red, skin hot, urine scanty and 
high-coloured, the bowels very costive. He 
complained of loss of appetite, great dysp- 
noea, dry cough, fever, with nocturnal exa- 
cerbations, restlessness, and great thirst. 
The abdomen being punctured, eleven pints 
of an inodorous limpid serum were evacu- 
ated ; saline and oleaginous sperients were 
given, and the abdomen compressed by a 
bandage. Tbe patient was much relieved 
by the operation, and, on repeated exami- 
nation, the abdominal viscera were found in 
a healthy state. Four days after, the swell- 
Jug having regained its former size, and 
all the other symptoms, dyspnoea, rest- 
lessness, &c., having re-appeared, the tap- 
ping was repeated, and no less than four- 
teen pints of fiuid were evacuated. In a 
week tbe swelling returned a third timei 
without, however, arriving at its former 
size ; and, under the use of saliUe aperients, 
morcurial frictions, and astringent fomenta- 
tions of the abdomen, the patient was per- 
fectly cured. 


SNtllNA rECTOKiS. 

Josepliine Vala, eetat. 34, of a florid com- 
plexion, was, ou the 14tli of November, ad- 
mitted into tke hospital, having been about 
four months before, without any known pte- 





ESSAY ON 


TYPHtA 


foand that he could not close his mouth 
again, and it gave him great pain, having 
been endeavouring, in vain, to rectity it 
himaeir. When 1 saw him, the mouth wi 
about half closed, and a little thrown to 
right side, and the saliva was flowing ^rO' 
fusely from his month. I could not, ot^rst, 
discover the nature of the accident, for rea- 
sons stated above. The two con^eb of the 
jaw were tn «td, but they would^ot permit 
of motion readily. Howevei^n putting my 
hngers into the mouth, L^Qnd that the co- 
ronoid process, on the leff^ide, was brought 
forward, and that it was laying on the cheek 
bone. Such being the caae, 1 immediately 
depressed the jaw, and at the same time 
pressed it inwards, and the parts regained 
their natural situation, and he had the free 
use of it instantly, insomuch that, although 
I had tied the jaw up, he returned to me, in 
the course of ten minutes, with the same 
accident. 1 reduced it again in the same 
manner, and, having tied his jaw more se- 
curely, with a charge not to open his mouth 
to wide, 1 dismissed him. 

I am yours obediently, 

P. M. HosaiKG. 

Fleet Street, Dec. 9, 1838. 


the vvy^^traDsaction, bai authorised us to 
,sjr' inat he fully confirms tbeaecountpub- 
" if^d in The Lancet, of what occurred on 
le landing-place, and that the account pub- 
lished in the Charity Eicrescenee is an in- 
famous misrepresentatioin. 

'Jhe letter of Mr. Dendy* shall be inserted 
next week ^ it was accidentally omitted in 
our present Number. 

Thanks to J. H. S., of Birmingham, 

To A Constant Header.”— He re- 

cover, unless in a case of mak praxis. 

Many emjxlainit having reached us rela- 
tive to the irrtgHlar detvjtry of tbia work, 
we can only say, iliat if orders be transmit- 
ted to our Office they shall be immediately^ 
placed in the bands of Nevwnsn forwhoin| 
dispatch and punctuality we pledge our* 
selves. The Lancet may be in the pos- 
seaaion of every Practitioner, within the 
Two-penny Post District, by bioht o’ctora 
ON Satuhoav morning. 


The stiver cup offered by the physicians 
conducting the American Medical Recorder, 
for the best Essay on Typhus Fever, has 
been awarded by the umpires to Dr. Stephen 
Brown, one of the physicisns of the New 
York Ho8|>itaI. The motto to Dr. Brown's 
paper imbodies his most important sentiment 
on tlie subject : “ Nultum tgo eogneseo rrms- 
dinm, nisi fuod tempestm vsu Jiat tale*** The 
name of Dr, Armatrong occurs very fre- 
quently in the course of the Essay, and 
tome of bis opinions on ty])hus are opposed. 


TO CORIlESPONDBNm 

*' X.” came to band. 

We are aware of the intrigues which have 
been coococticg at St. George’s ; they will 
be noticed in due time. 

V. ll." is requested to send the pa- 
pers. 'i he fellow must be exposed. 

Tbe 77<ii»| forwarded by “ Veritas” was 
received ; and in consequence of the state-, 
ment it contained, we thought it our doty 
to address s note to Dr. Gregory. Tbe fol- 
owing is an extract from his reply ; 

Silver Cup for the best Esssy on Typhus hii 

•* When Dr. Gregory's aitention was first 
drawn, by the converfstion of those around 
him, to Mr, Wakley, be w.ai leaning on the 
ttiirt; and Dr, Gregory^ has no reason to 
believe, that he ever cime in contact with 
him.” It is unnecessary to tay’mre ; but 
we mty as well add, that Mr. Thompson, 
son of Df. A. T, I hompson, who witneswd 
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Lectuhe xn. 

Resuming the subject of the preceding 
morning, Gentlemen, you may proceed to 
ask what is to be done in those oases of re- 
troversion of the uterns, now and then to 
be met with, in which a reduction of the re- 
troverted position is attempted, indeed, but 
cannot be aceoinpUfhed Y Why, your treat- 
ment here moat vary, according to the 
effectt of the preasore. If the urine can be 
drawn off by the catheter, or pused by 
the ordiuary efforta, and if the iftenia 
does not compreaa the reeinm with that 
degree of force whiob may prevent the 
discharge of iu contents, it la unoeeeiswry 
that you should interfere, (a meddlesoBia 
midwifery is had,) but you should rsDier 
trust to the naturtl powers. As the womb 
enlarges, it may rise out of the pelvis more 
or less completely, and thus, day after day, 
iho compression may become lighter and 
lighter, until, at last, it is removed ^to- 
gether. It does not follow, therefbre. he- 
cause a womb remaina retroverted, that the 
woman must necessarily die ; sod, couae- 
t|tietttly, in attempting reduotioii, 
to he careful not to use the higherwyttOBCKf 
foree, as the ease is not sufficiently de^arute 
to ji^fy it. But it may now anti than 
wheti the liouib leoiai ratro- 
verted, that under Bie protiUie^w it 
nrnkei on the eontiguotm ptrto, neither the 
reelam ean he oleam of their eooteottt nor 
the Madder, it in Df* Cheaton’'* case, 
stotieed in f fomer leotura* Now, if the 
obstruction of the bladder is complete, and 
tho aocomulatum of urine largo, it is }m- 
remptorily ntuiiiaiy ihil aoBtething •boold 

No. <89. 


be done, otherwise rupture of the bladder, 
and death, may be expected. In soch cases 
it has been proposed that we should tip the 
bladder ; and, now and then, this practice 
would seem to be proper enough, and may, 
perhaps, be the only effectual mode of 
proceeding in some cases. It has been 
proposed further, if the reduction of the 
womb is prevented solely byja deficiency of 
room, that we should divide and open the 
symphysis pubis. Cruteksbank, I think, 
recommended a measnre of this kind. I 
am not aware that it was ever done in 
cases of this kind; but if the case were 
well chosen, I can conceive it might be 
of use to tbe patient; at all events, it 
would render the introduction of the ca* 
theter more easy, and the room in the 
pelvia aomewhat more capacious. Alarm* 
iu{^ as the operation ia, it ia far from 
being a fatal operation ; /neverthelesa, as I 
have never myself seen tliia operation tot* 
formed, and, indeed, know of no case of re* 
Uroversion in which it has been attempted, 1 
do not venture to recommend it. In a ease 
of retroversion, where ihe catheter could 
not be introduced, nor the rectum emptied, 
I thottld myielf feel inclined to consider 
the ptoprie^ of tapping of the uterus, 
widish perhaps, be found* on tbe 

whole, to ht la nesirabte an operation as tlie 
tippittg of the bladder, or the dividing of the 
lymj^iis pubis. I should not take a great 
trocar Ind canula, ua if I were going to tap in 
a case of ascites, wounding a great many ves- 
sels, and perhaps occasioning death ; but I 
should prefer an instrument of a very small 
atae, by wbteh 1 could perform a smrt of 
acupuucturatioii. which 1 am told has been 
tried upon the hearts of animals, with- 
out aecetsaxily endangering life. Pethapi 
ah tustrumenL contrived on the prineii^ 
suggested, might be introduced into the 
uterus without much dauger ; and then, if a 
eoatri vinos were fixed Upon the other end 
ef iU so as to bring away the fluid by a sort 
of sucUon, it miv be that a good deal of the 
litguor amnii might be drawn off; and if the 
utorua was ovacuated of the liquor amni i, 
tl^e would immediately be a corndderabla 
rsduction of Its bulk, aUa perhaps, atlengUi, 
ah S3C|»ttlsioo of the ovum ; the womb might 
th 
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be tapped either from the vagina, or the rec* womb i? .bout as large as the head ofa full- 
turn; vaginal tapping would, I conceive, giv'* fcetue, and where the bUuldor hae 
be preferable. But I want experience here. > .1 suffered to become overloaded, alter 
la retroversion of the uterus, it would laborious labour, for example, it i» liable to 
not, perliaps, be impossible to introdiv become retroverted. The case being ascer* 
some small, yet strong instrument, into ilib tainOd, introducing idie catheter, you may 
cavity of the uteruft, along the mouth mid driiWoff the urine, and as- the womb is be- 
neck, BO as to break up the structure of coming less and less every day alter deli- 
tbe ovum, and, iii that way, to give rise to very, and making a continually decreasing 
its expulsion. It is very easy to conceive, pressure, of course it is not neceiaary that 
that if the os uteri could be felt, and if an any thing ahoidd be done as long as no 
instrument could be cfrrie'’ into it, with symp’.oms press. If, indeed, after emptying 
which the ovum could b .irokeu to pieces, the bladder, you can replace the womb with 
an expulsion of the ovum might ensue. All little effort, thisought to he done ; but then, 
these expedients are, more or less, hasard- if your attempts to reduce the uterus fail, 
ous; they are to be had recourse to only content yourselves with emptying the blad- 
in those cases where there is no other hope ; der when needful, watching the syraptoma 
tlie woman’s bladder being in danger of la- with vigilance, 

ceraUon, and this it is whicli justifies us, in Beplaceraent might, perhaps, he obtuin- 
making attempts not without risk. ed, as in the ordinary retroversion, by plan- 

But besides retroversion of the utertis, ing the patient on the knees and elbows, as 
which I have here been considering at large, formelrly tecomineBded, but the propriety 
and which is tho result of pregnancy, it of this practice during the first few days 
now’ and then occure either independently after deliveiy may admit of a doubt, 
of gestation, or with circumstances very Further. When the womb is enlarged from 
different from those which we have de- scirrhus, polypus, mole, or hydatids, and by 
scribed. In the earlier months it may tiie two former, more esjiecially, it may ac* 
happen, that the womb becomes retroverted, quire the size of the fiElal head, and become 
and so it may continue throughout preg- retroverted; and thus youmay have a retro- 
nancy; 80 that in the end of gestation, vorsiou of the w'omb, independently of preg- 
when delivery commences, the retrover- noncy occurring, in unmarried women, in 
sion may continue still. Well then, whut this case, however, owiug to the slow growth 
is to be done in these cases 1 Why, a re- of the uterus, except iu cases of hydatids, 
troversion of this sort is recorded by Dr. the symptoms of pressure may supervene 
Merriman, a very solid and prudent prac- in a very gradual manner, there being much 
titioner, and the result of it is to prove, irritation about the bladder and rectum, 
that tlie less the accoucheur interferes, the joined with obstruction of the urethra, more 
better. When first we examine internally or less complete, and this perliaps for w’ecks 
jn these cases, we find no os uteri what- or months togetlier, before the nature of the 
ever, for it lies above, out of reach, aud the j disease is ascertained. In these cases il 
first impression wade on the mind is, ibatlwOl, of course, be your main object (0 re- 
the Caesarian operation must he had recourse placo the uterns if this can be eflt cUM) ; and 
to; hut if the pnetidoaer suffer the wo- tb accomplish this you must proeet d i« llus 
mao to take her pains, the os tithti heeomes Same manner ns if you were nttt mpUug to 
gradually more sad more expandeif, and, oa replace tiie retrovened womb when preg- 
it enlarges, the inferior limbus apprhaehct naut. Of touxse the Tephicement of tJie 
nearer and nesret \o the brim of Uie pelvis womh leaves the original disease of tho 
in front, till at length a segment of it can nterna where it found it. 

Isc felt in the tegton 0! the aymphysia puhia; Agaui. In different women Urn womb va- 
ihis segment descending and enlarging more i ties much in its virgin bulk, for iu some it is 
and more, till ax length the child’s head, ^ree times os larp as in others, varying iu 
tot without rauclv difficulty and pain how- magnitude much iu the same manner us the 
ever, descenda till it comes within Teoch,h^yirQminent feature of the fat^ Now, if 
and the child is bpm, probably, if not in «*fif that llie womb is very small, and 
all cases, dead, the mother escaping, though ^ti yetrbvemon has taken place without 
not without difficulty; from all which it ap- impregnation, the pressure which it occa- 
j)ears, that in a retroversion of the uterus, stoas may be ap mcoasiderable, that the na- 
e/ther in the earlier or latter months, Hj iureof Se accidcDt remaias uususpcctfd; 
does not necessarily follow, that you ought i hat when the womb, though onjw|>regnaie(}, 
to distrust the uaturai efforts, j chances to be of large lixe, and wheu, naore 

Jpin, } hire swdetimes found f retro J especklly, the pt Irii ii email or coolracted, 
rmwn of the uterus oceurrm^ §tm de Icoflsid^fihlf 

limy, md, ou the whole, that mhknt, I wc are $/$t led to kmuiiiate it^ in 
th<»«i|h BO* wrhapi freffimt, myjmaeuuemsofilfa irrUation mdohstruc* 
however, e«i% Mvefy of (helwl the Wdef, It 
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it fooa retogniitd % tl^ ekartciSs^^es be< 
fold giTon. Tbe treatment of 
Hkuat proceed on the same prinbeiptes 
of reiioTerfiioa., associated with gestation. In the pelris, we sometimes find various 


Lastly, the uterus, when iu heakhy posi- ^noours of diflereut sizes, some as big as s 
is placed ohU<}ttd|y, as stated in a for- inlet's egg, and some ns big as the head of 


mev lecture, wltk it» fundus for wards^ and ks 
1000 tk posteriorly, the fundus lying a Httle, 
nod but a little, above the terel of the brim, 
and the moutk and neck a kittle below it ; 
this X have observed iu the. living women a 
hundred times. Now, it is said that onto- 
nrrwM, that is, a supposed, change of posi- 
tion, in which tite fmoduseoasafoyward and 
Um mouUi recedes^ may tfl^ piaoe^ but. 
Urn truth is* thai the woatkm almost ^ways 
mitei*aepted»*T,r4Wqii^ tbwlandus is putt- 
ed down below the symphyidB pul^ Mow 
often, in making examinations, have 1 per- 
ceived it in this position, between my fin- 
gers ; so that these ante-versiotui of the ute- 
rus omot Bcarcely Im looked upon as extraordi- 
nary and morbid. 1 might say, with truth, 
that they are perfectly healthy i and notwith- 
standing some one or two oo&es which have 
been put upon record, 1 look on this as a 
variety of disease on which it is unnecessary 
to dwell. 

Pragnosh, — Wiih. respect to the progno- 
sis of retrovetaion, i have to remark, that 
where the womb ia replaced, the pid^ient in 
the geneial doea. well enough, provided you 
proceed on the principles prescribed; yet 
it is not impossible that miscarriage may 
take place after a reduction ; in two or ^ree 
instaucea 1 have known this* Inflammation | 
of tlm hlndder of the acuter kind may occur, 


Recio-Vagin^ and other Pelw Tnmour$t utde^ 
petidently of Pttgmney:* 


a foil-grown foetus ; those tumours I divide 
iato two kinds, the recto-vaginal, and those 
which are not situated between the vagina 
and the rectum. 

llespecting those tumours wbicK are not 
siluateil betwf^^the rectum and vagina, 
and which ocl(|||^ independently of preg- 
nancy, I have few useful practical obwiva- 
tione to make, and therefore X ahaB pass 
over them lightly, observing merely, tbet 
they grow sometimes from the promontory 
of the sacrum, sometimes foom the snero 
sciatioligaments, so as to obstruct parturition, 
occasionally feom other parts, which may 
causa great paite and inconvenience durihg 
delivery, the difficulties and management af 
which I took occasion to consider at large, 
when treating of the anomalous labours. 

But more generally, where tumours form ia 
the pelf is, they are of the recto- vaginal kind ; 
and water, intestines, and, above all, the en- 
larged ovary may lodge in tills part, 'fhere are 
various causes from which the ovaiy may 
become enlarged — from dropsy, for example, 
from scirrhus, from extra-uterine gestation, 
or die like ; and when the ovarian enlarge- 
ment takes place in that manner, the tumour 
falls down between the rectum and vagina, 

I think I may say frequency, and may give 
lise to much inconvenience. If it make 
bat little pressure on the pelvis and bladder, 
it may net require much attention, and even 
and you may have a chronic disease of this I when the woman is very uneasy , and ^utly 
nrgSiii Where there in a good deal of in- \ disl^essed^ by it, if it become laTger, so as to 
flammailon, your patient may die olexbaus-\ get its bearing above thebtim of the pelvis, 
lion ; and you may hud that some offioiouBWapoutnneous out^ of all the symptoms may 
hand has tlmiit a catheter tlirougli the back \ be obtained v but where \X so happens that 
orUteldaddut iaU) Uie periioottum, and tbax the p^BrieiA small, andtbe ovary large, and 
the esoape of the urine into the iHirttoaeal the parte Inilable, tbo tumour lying in ibe 
sec has destroyed the patient. Hie blad- lustw of dtttt sacr<H», between the vagina 
der, hi some rare c«sea» may bo beiel open, and the gut, very viofent symptoms may bo 
as in the pteparstHm before you ; oCt sa in produced; and those symptmns, of Sa anoma- 
oue case which 1 saw mysuU:, the ovi^Bisy fooa kiod. may be worth*a little study from 
be dropsical ai»d ruptured, and ihta may us. in the first placo, Hiere is a great deal 
assist in destroying the patient. So timi of irritMioo about dw rocftim, and your pn- 
alUtough thwe rotroremioua are^ on the tient may bo suppoBod to labour utider 


a^hoie, by no mosua very daugc roui^ it di 
Dpi always follow even when is 

replaced witli skill, that the 
ultimately do welK Those cases are more 
d&ngeroua and tittfoTauinhie, where the re- 
tmiama orf Urn uterui is coaneclad with 
BWWoUmr tewe, whfeibar enlarge 

hydatids^wr*iciiriw«ilyi w ]^lypu«,fet whan 

Mirim* 


AamoiTkiiids ; then, too, there may be a good 
deal of obstruction in tlie bladder, so that 
tbeuriue may be intercepted, or may pass 
with difficulty, a catheter being required. 
Nor must 1 forget to mention, that there 
may be a great, deal of central pmn folt in 
the back, and about the aympbyaia pubis, 
togedmt with a shooritvg down the thi%V, 


yptt wtTOBbiiWM, yuvim ctmugUbu paUeui sa^iug VhU %bft a tvi^pvti^ 

'Ulf pwi mnhig, peika\v^, Va the touuc ot 

upon the but the 0^^ if* tbs uema, the auteriot eruts^, and l^e 

faelloa itt Its fares* gmt aciaiie wapoeklly* With mtu-vagi*. 

''Oil turnouts, laspy, the patient may bt pats- 


It h i 
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lytic in tho lower limbs, and one limb may One of the puerperal uterua I here 
be weaker than the other. I will not say all sliow ^ouj when it becomes retroyert* 
muscular power goes from the leg, but the may produce all the signs of the 

muscular jmwer may be reduced ; in difre>^i<t^aaBe, hut, then, the symptoms produced 
rent cases, the degree of paralysis varies ; 'are considerably less* 
may be so slight, that tlie patient searesvy 1 here show you a preparation of a iiteras 
perceives it, or it may be so considerable enlarged from scirrhosity, and retroverted ; 
that she is obliged to lie on the sofa, and to it produced all the symptoms of the disease, 
be lifted to bed. Now where you have these with this difference, that they came on more 
symptoms occurring, want of power in the gradually, because riie growth of the scir- 
lower limb, nervous pains, obstruction of rhus was not so rapid as that of the uterus 
the bladder, and obstruction ol* the intestine, under pregnancy, 
there is goc^ reason for Btt^^ctuig that tliere For the preparation here shown yon, I 
is some tumour or other iu the pelvis \ and am indebted to a very excellent young gen* 
if you make a careful examination, of course tieman, the late Dr. Cox ; it is a specimen 
the disease is ascertained easily enough. of tubercular scirrhus and pol;^pui com* 
f rtatment,— In cases of recto* vaginal tu- bined, and such a womb becoming retro* 
rooor,it8houkl be your first object to pressthe verted, must give rise to the symptoms of 
swelling above the brim of the pelvis, if this the disease. 

can be accomplished withoutmuch effort, and The next preparation exhibits the case 

yon must proceed precisely on the same prin* of the pelvis removed, so that you see all 
oiple as in the case of a retroverted womb, the viscera, in their different sitnatious. 
If you cannot place the recto*vaginal tumour with respect to each other, 'riiis prepara- 
above the brim, you must leave it in its si* tion is well calculated to throw light on the 
tuation, palliating the symptoms, by keep* bearings produced by retroversion, 
ing the bladder empty, and advising the Here is another preparation, of the same 
patient to use that sort of food and drink parts, on the large scale, 
which will not require mneh evacuation. In Here is a very beautiful preparation, 
these cases, I know of no effectual mode of which shows the retroversion of the uterus, 
relieving the paralytic symptoms, or the with disruption of the bladder, 'llie uterus 
pain which the patient lias in the lower is as large as a child’s head ; above tho 
limbs, though the latter may be palliated retroverted uterus is the bladder, which has 
somevritat by means of bleeding anodynes, been ruptured. It is remarkable, that in 
When those recto*vaginal tumours become this rupture of the bladder, which has arisen 
large, they not unfrequently rise sponta* from its over*di8tension, it is not the front — 
neously above the brim, so that the disease that surface of it 1 mean, wliich has no peri- 
cures itself ; and so it sometimes happens, toneal covering-*>but it is the posterior sur* 
that as recto* vaginal disease has been ad* face, invested by the peritoneum, the back 
vancing, though neither the sufferer nor her part of the body, which is the region of tho 
adviser have known what was the matter, the rent. Now it was this, —and 1 may mention 
disease has given way. 1 have more than it here, lest by any accident 1 should be 
once seen patients labouring under much tb* prevented from making these observations 
dominal intumescence, and an ovarian dropsy', hereafter—it was this which first led me to 
whose first symptoms, though attributable propose, that where a rupture of the blad* 
to this cause, have been clearly misunder* dnr takes place in any case, but especially 
stood. This, therefore, you should mention, in a retroversion of the uterus, we should 
because it is a great encouragement to pa* not give tlie patient up for lost ; for if there 
tients ; tlie larger the tumour, the more is reason to heUeve that the bladder is burst 

likely it is toquittbe pelvis, or, at all events, into the peritoneal sac, we might make an 

so to alter its bearings, that the symptoms opening into the peritoneum — say above the 
arising from compression may be effectually symphysis {Hibis, by wlticb we might dis* 
relieved. charge the urine, and then injecting dis* 

Let me add here, that it is in tlm highest tiUed water, of the temperature of 98°, 
degree dangerous for a woman to become we iii^^ wash ont tlm vii<M'^ 
pregnant while she labours under a large as to prfvmit a general peritonitis this 
recto* vaginal tumour ; if she does, tbe high done, we might draw the bladder tip to the 
probability is, that both herself and the child j opening in the abdomen, mid close the rent 
will perish. If she be single, there will, of by ligature. This operstion I have perform* 
course, be little danger y if married, sire ed on several rabbits ; in one esr two expe* 
ought to be upon her guard, abalinenee riments 1 brought the bliider oat, tied it 

being her best security. other up, end took away about one quarter of it, ; 

ways in which she might guard sgauist viz, die whole of tlie ftmdtts, and the animal 
pregnancy, but which I do not think it proper did perfectly wel). I’his operation I have 
publicly to meniton ; but this deHcate sub" never bad ocoasibn to try on the Jtuman 
yeet I have tousM on before, su^eot ^ but ia a ease oiheiwiie deipefatei 



M^AGEMEKT of children. 

I ihonld b* iiuslined to Koommet^plt.. I 
may remark here, that since 1 have 
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geate^this method of closing the bladdeiK^urae, the children, being kept in motion^ 
ligature, a surgeon of eminence (Mr. ^ they incfease in age, their exertions are 


1 ravers) has performed the operution on 
the stomach. There was a slight wound in 
the prgan ; he boldly tied up the aperture ; 
the thread oame away, aud, as he told me, 
the case did perfectly well. 

I request you all to read the excellent 
paper of Dr. Merriman, On Hecto- vaginal 
Tumours. You will had it in one of the 
earlier volumes of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions. 

When we lueetngain, I shi^ proceed to a 
very important ciisa of diseaseei those which 
depend upon ilie descent of the pelvic 
viscera. 


LECTURES 


MUSCULAR ACTION, AND ON THE CURE 
OF DEFORMITIES. 

By Mb. SHELDRAKE. 

On tils most ej^ectuai Mettiod of Instructing 
Young Perums in thun Exeixim^ that wUl 
tmftrove their Peruntal Appearance, and r<n- 
der their Forms more perfect. 

This subject may be arranged under two 
divisions. First, that which may bo prac- 
tised in every gentleman’s family, by those 
who are usuaUy employed to take care of 
young children in tlie earliest periods of 
their lives ; and who, indeed, would be more 
benehcittlly employed in the practices that 
will now be recommended, than they are in 
performing the duties that are commonly laid 
ut>oathem. 'I’he second consists of young 
persons, who are so far advanced in fife as 
to be the subjects of professional attention. 
1 shall, at present, confine myself to the 
first class* 

Young children, in the families of gentle- 
men, are generally well inauaged while they 
are in the mir.se's arms, because the anxiety 
of parents, and the attenlioa of profeilf^^al 
men, who are, at that period, mUcik 'waa- 
ployed, preacrlbe a rational course of treat- 
meot, and compel the nutses to follow the 
courae that is prescribed. It is iu the suc- 
ceed lag stages that the rniamanagemetit be- 
gins *, and this is too often carried to excess 
tUst is prod ucti v e of lastiug inju ry . 

The children are given to girls, or very 

^ women , nrat to carry, uihI then to 
em about, as they acquire the power 
of ustog their HinWi Co give thCTn exercise, 
which, it is supposed, may be increased at 


pleasure. It is believed that this requires 
no other care but that of the servants, and, of 


increased, and the scenes in which those ex- 
ertions are made, are extended to walking, to 
running about, and engaging in such other 
exercises as the discretion of the servants 
shall direct ; for the management of children, 
at tliis period of tbeir lives, is believed to be 
so simple and cHj^usy, that it may be safely 
entrusted to the nhe of that class of servants 
that has the least knowledge, and has had 
the least experience. Let us now inquire 
into this fact. 

The persons who become nursery-maids 
are usually the daughters of cottagers, or of 
persons in some inferior stations in life; 
they have been brought up among their na- 
tural relations, and, B8 persons of every class 
of society have peculiarities which distin- 
guish them from all others, these servants 
carry the peculiarities of their own class into 
their now situations. As man is au imita- 
tive animal, the servants, who teach the 
gentleman’s children to do whatever they 
are employed to teach, inatract them, by 
showing by Uieir own actions, what is to be 
done. The consequence is, that the gentle- 
man’s children learn to imitate the habits 
and manners of the servants, instead of 
those of their own class. This will happen 
when tlie utmost caution is used ; but the 
want of care, and, sometimes, worse motives, 
induce those, who have the care of children, 
to do them very serious injuries, wiUiout 
having any fixed inteution of doing so. Of 
this kind of miscliief 1 have known many 
very alrikiog examples, but shall content 
myself with giving one. 

A man of business, of the first cUum, who 
lived in Pall Mall, had a family of young 
children; the nursery-maid was regularly 
employed to take them, for air and exercise, 
into $t. James’s Park ; but was ordered, ou 
no account, to extend ber walk beyond the 
length of the Palace-garden wall, so that she 
might certainly he found, if wanted. One of 
the children was not able to go alone, and of* 
course must be carried ; the other was a girl 
of five years old, and very well able to walk. 
After some liine this child became unhealthy, 
and weak, hbr knee bent, beraucles were dis- ^ 
torted, and she bedame a patient of mine, to 
have that defect remedied. No salisfaciory 
account could be given of tbe cause that pro* 
duced this unexpected alteratiaB in the 
health and form of a child that had been so 
healthy; at last the servant was disnisaed 
for some other fiuilt, and tlien the whole 
truth became known. This girl had a Hide 
affair to manage , with a man who lived 
Chelsea. The mily opportunities the levy 
had to meet, were when slie was sep^ 
walk in the Park witli the children^ 
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Other running b> her side^ m»de Uie bestof pince for hours together, with looks 
her wa;^ to Chelsea, and, when the purjwa^^more, tad book upheld, they are said to 
. for which her assignation was made weifo be in good order. It will now oe propr to 
eiGPected, she returned without being missed, notice some of their emfloymentB. 
as her mistress, taking it for granted that The author, who haa already been men* 
her orders were obeyed, did not take the tioned, has written that tbe practice of m«* 
trouble to see if she remained inherap- sic is injarious to the human form *, this is 
pointed place. The child could not go on positively untrue, tor the practice at the 
long in this manner without feeling its eon* piano-forte, w*hich is the most general f(i- 
Begjuences ^ she was fatig^d by this es- vourite with the ladies, is as favourable to 
oessive exercise, and c^a as she w'alkrd, the figure, as any exercise that can he do- 
or rather ran, along tlie road; she was vised; the practice upon the harp, indeed, 
well beaten for tliis, as well as to prevent if not managed caiofully, may, under some 
her from telling what she went through ; circurostnuceS, be injurious ; but when the 
being thus intimidated, the poor child went form has been injured by imprudent prac* 
on in this iniurious course till Uie servant tice at the harp, thoae injuries may Im 
w*as dismissed, when all that she had suf- easily cured, and, with moderate care, may 
fored was made known, and efit^ctual rciuo- always be prevented. Dancing has been 
dies were provided. universally, and is still very generally, re- 

in dns course of education, if it deserves sorted to; but as 1 have treated on that 
the name, children are continued five or six subject in a separatn disconrse, I shall not 
years, or till they make tbe next decided step enter upon it Iutp, nor sbculd I mention tho 
in the progress of education, which is either gymnastic exercises, as they are called, for 
the preparatory school* or some private tbe same rensim. but for tho pet llnacity with 
course, in which piaclices lltat resemble | which tWy have bpf « forced public 
those which prevail in preparatory echooU, I attention, and intruded as being worthy of 
are adopted. In the first course, as it has: general adoption, and to supersede dmicing, 
been described, if the children escape all the i as a healthy as w’ell at pleasureable ext r- 
ii^juries to which they are liable, all posstble ; cise ; as it has been shown that they are 
means have been used to make tliem active, highly itijurious iti every respect, they cer- 
robust, healtliy, and high<spirited ; quali* jtoinly ought on every account to bo discon* 
ties of which, in tlve next stage of their 1 tinned. 

eduoatioQ. much trouble is taken to deprive! JVfter having given this rapid sketch of 
them; they are taught to remain confined | the practices which have been adopted to 
to their seats for many hours in the day ; to j improve, as it was Umughl, the peisnns of 
“ behave pretty/' as it is called, with amis j young jieople, it will be proper 1o point out 
folded, demure faces, and eyes fixed upon j one peculiarity which pervadi*s tlu* whole, 
their books, to learn their appointed les* < The jiractice of every singe, as I have called 
sons. In this stage of education, all possi- lit, is calculated to counleract the efl'ect of 
ble means are us^ to deprive them of iliose | that which immediately preceded ii : thus, 
qualities, which it was the business of the in the first sta^e, the otijecl was to give as 
first instructions to teach tliem. much activity, strength, and elasticity to 

After tilt* preparatory fieriod of education the forma and spirits ol young persons, as 
is past, boys diverge into a course into the circumstances of the case wonhl re- 
wbich it is not our business to follow them ; quire ; the object of that stage of the treat* 
but we shall proceed to investigate the sub* meat which immedintely followed, was cal* 
sequent education of girU. cukted to diininisit the aclivily of body and 

the parents cf those ranks for whose use buoyRiicy of <«j>iril« which l«ud just been 
these observations ure iulenued, think it is created ; and the same aUerastion of eflbils 
an object of the first coiiiiequence that their pervades the whole system, 
daughters should obtaia every perfection fn the course that 1 shall recommeiKl to 
of form that can bo acqutetd, aud as bli instead of which hat been 

many accomplishmeiits as their circiim- followM/lshail prtqmse w!<at it ^ 
stances will enable them to add to them ; good, tud may biMjfiectuully nraotiied at afl 
and, to acquire these, Uie schools, or prac* Bmt'ft, by tin* usual iimtates w a gentlemnu’s 
trees in private, which resemble those ofifaiaily, with * certainty of suoceit ; so tlwrt 
the schools, are resorted to. It is au ob- j alt who will lake the trouble that iaiMkes- 
ject ia all schools, that the scholars should | sary, will certain ly give to tlieir children ail 
be kept still and quiet , for many hours I that pei fcction of form of which iheyaiu 
in tlie day, that the teachers may iiMtruel auseeptible. 

thetn, each in tbcif tum, and without As I iltall, in other diaemuaet, ftilnr 
iuterrupiion. The high sjiirits, which are more largely into tha theory of muscular 
natural to early life, are now completely action, and eiHleafout to saplaitt tome of 
checked, and wbou girls, under theaecir* its phenomenm, in « way that bia not bean 
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here with poiotiog out ceriaia 
which, if adapieiJ oarly i« iUe, and ctetE^y 
followed, by peripnc even of ordinary iit*1 
teiUgonce, will enable them to giro to 
young children the power of u«i»g their 
limba with hrmnesa and precision ; this will 
become uaturnl to them, iC they are well 
grounded in those practices in tlie early pe- 
riod of their Uvea, and will enable lUm to 
acquire any ptbor exercises they may hare 
occasion to learn, at any future time, with 
more facility than they could do if they had 
not been previously so instructed. 

'I hese exercises sliould ^ begun as soon 
as children can walk firmly alone, and un- 
derstand any directions that are given to 
thym ; they should begin with the simplest 
exercises, one at a time, and not proceed 
to a second, until they are completely mas> 
ters of ihe first. After having mastered the 
most simple, they slsould proceed to those 
that ate more difficult, and so on progres- 
sively, till they are masters of the whole, 
which they should then practise carefully and 
regularly for a certain portion of time every 
day. If all children were instructed, and 
required to practise these exercises, they 
would grow up w’ilh a jiower of using their 
limbs, and a freedom from personal defects, 
to which so many children are subjected at 
present, and which are so often injurious to 
them in th« course of their future lives. 
1'he longest room that can be set apart for 
this practice should be preferred ; upon the 
floor, make a straight line tlu* whole length 
of the room ; • oeemid line should be made 
parallel to it, and the two lines should be 
connected together by a return at each end, 
so as to make the whole one continued 
figure ; tiiese lines should be one inch wide 
in the whole of Uieir length, and should be 
paiated upon the boards, or described and 
laid down in any olber durable manner. If 
iho room is carpoteii, a white tape, or wvb, 
may be fixed on the car pot to aasw^f the 
same purpose. 

The child that is to be instructed most bv 
made to stand quite erect, still, and firm, 
wpon botli feet, with the heels close toge- 
ther ; the spine must be kept firm sod erect 
upon l|ie |.H‘lvis, and the pelvis equally firm 
uppn boiJi legs, but without being^itji^itt a 
Sli|r position. While tlie child 
OjOsition, 9II its pans on one sils of the 
body will be etiuol to the similar parts on 
the other» and the head iauai and will be 
erifmt upon tbs spine, iforltis quite impos- 
aiblo tlisiH shottid b« otherwise, white the 
bj>i|y m^d all Its members lire held in Uie 
manner that has been described. 

Wh^n the child is familiarised to tbisi 
]>0|iiion, end is able to stand in it for some j 
tigm, lav a mjuaio or more, let b«r stand 
upon the ijlie , with l»r tj^ 4 s %ctbe«v 


and the inside of her great toe upon each 
foot close to the outside of the line j she will 
then be able to place her feet upon the 
ground firmly, and she will be able to 
step or stand still in the most advan- 
tageous manner. When this position is 
become familiar to her, sbe should be di- 
rected to remain in it, (without moving the 
body, or any member that is attached to it,) 
standing upon one leg, while she lifts the 
other by bending the knee ; in this poaiUon 
she simuld rl||min for u few seconds, at 
first, tlien setw down in the utsco from 
which she raised it, and >'aiss the other in 
the same manner*, after standing upon 
second foot for the same time as she stood 
upon the first, she is to return that to the 
ground, and raise the first in the same manner 
again : tiius changing her feet, and standing 
upon each in its turn, till she has acquired 
the power of standi tig upon either foot, and 
changiug from ouc to the other, wlthont 
changing her place. She should repeat and 
vary this exercise, till she is able to stand 
for a minute or more upon either leg. TVhen 
she is quite famiVuiised to this exercise, 
she is to stand firm on one foot; while 
she raises the other by bendpig, at Qooe» the 
knee and the hip joint. Having stood for a 
a short time in this manner, she should 
straighten the knee joint, by wbicb the foo( 
will be moved forward ; whicbshould then be 
placed upon the ground, and the othei |aoi 
moved forward in liie same manner^ $Ue 
it tlien to be placed u}>on the line, shd dit 
reeled to move gently forward ^1 she 
has walked round the line as mapy times 
as may be found convenient or pzscti- 
cable. 

'ilio use of this exercise will be very 
great ; it will, without any improper exer- 
tion, enable her to direct her feet to apy 
particular point, to walk evenly and firmly, 
habits which, when once acquired, wtU 
never uftorwarJa b« lost, unless by the 
grossest negligence. As the children, for 
whose use this practice is recommended, 
belong to iliai rauk in society which gives 
much lUteutiou to the education of its off' 
spring, it U not to bo expected that when 
the impoi'iauce of this practice, simple as it 
appears to be, is understood, it will ho 
omilted or neglected. The only danger is, 
that when servants are euirusced to manage, 
they will neglect it, for it is the practice of 
ignorance to neglect or despise what ap- 
peals to he simple: the authority of pa- 
rents to comjiel the proper use of this prac- 
Ifce, w'hile it is a novvity, ought to enforce 
It, and when its etfvcis have once Wen seen, 
its evident utiKty will reconimend ilsell* 

The cliild, yidien iustructod to walk in 
this mantlet, !d>ould be diiectcd to look at 
its feet, and see that it places the in- 
side of each foot ef tictly even with tjbe out- 
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tide <yf tbe liae; wben tlie hibitof doiag 
this is'obteiaed, she wiD, in ednsequence, 
bare obtiuaed iho poK'er of sUradiog firm 
upon both or eiiher of her feet, end of ^slk* 
iog evenly end firmly. Whoever walks 
wSl^ will likewise be able to run or pcr- 
fomi enjr other mtiseolar aciiou well; and 
that ell to vilKWi this praetice is rendered 
familiar very early in life, will hive laid a 
solid fonndation for the management of their 
perioiui in the more advanced periods, 
when their time and att** ion should be 
Greeted to objects of a different nature 
Some objections, which have little real im- 
poitace, may be made to beginning tbia^ 
practice so early in life, because it may be ' 
said tiiat it will fati|ue the child’s attention, 
and it may be added, that it might be learned 
equally well at a later period ; and if the 
old prejudice is revered, it may be said, 
that ft will be better to let Nature, as it is 
collet take its course. To all this, tbe 
plain answer that ought to be given is, that 
it nquirea no mentiu exertion in the pupil 
to practise this exercise ; it occasions no 
restnint or oneasanew. As children most 
have eiii^se to keep them in health, it 
will 'bi better for them to use this eiercise, 
which murt have a beneficial effect, and 
wbiob be so managed as to have 
much the character of anmaemenl, and will 
be better than to have them run about 
in wl^t baa, erroneously, been called the 
natural way. Persons who talk in this man- 
ner will be surprised to lemm, that for hu- 
man beings there is no natural way of mov- 
ing about: til practise locomotion, but 
every class of ^ings move in e way that is 
dictated by the habits they hare acquired, 
and differ so much from each other, that 
there ia no resemblance between them, 
more than tbe simple fact that th#>y all move 
themselves, by some inherent power, from 
one place to another. The rounfry labourer 
walks in one manner ; the labouring artiaan 
in another, and the gentleman in a way 
that differa from either of the preceding. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


TltATMlNT Of fllTinrif BY iMOKlNO 
nEt.tAr>oMf(A. 

Fiiof asaoR CAn vstutfiti has lately nied 
the beSadootia in phthiaii with great auc-l 
eesa, ift the following maimer: the fresh 
leaves were infused in a altong loliition of 
opium, and tlmn dried up Uke tohaceb ; the 
putifiiti began by at^>kiug two pi)u»|a day, I 
and the quantity was gradually inereaied to | 
aix ^pcs. In icfaml enm of coutoed 


ffotbiw' tbftcott|b beeamolan^ttmit^ 
yW the pain and iriitation of the larynx 
«uoaided, the dyapnma diiappeared, tbn ex« 
pectontion diminished, and became lemi 
troublesome, the piofoie noetumal aweata, 
the heat aed febrile excitement, beemne leaa, • 
and the diseaie seemed to be eom^tely 
arrested. — liouv,BM. Afadie. 

ON TUB EXTRACTION Of A MtaX-TOOtll 

WITH THE CAfSULB Of A PiaiiANINT 

TOOTH. 

M, OvDXT lately eommomcated to the 
Acad{‘mie Roy ale de Mfid^ctne tbe case of a 
child of five years and e%fat rnoutbi, in 
which, on extracting the leoond molar tooth 
of the lower jaw, the capsule of the perma- 
nont tooth was extracted. It was between 
the roots of tbe tooth, but not attached to 
them, and its exterual tubercle was almost 
I complete. It seems that there ia no danger 
I of this accident ia extracting the incisor 
i and canine milk-teeth, the capsule of which 
lies behind the simple roots, while that of 
bieuapids and molar teeth ia situated between 
the roots of the milk teeth; even in the 
latter case the capsule of the secondary 
tooth ia so very seldom extracted, that the 
piwsibility of this accident has been alti^e* 
ther denied. It is at all events not suflicient 
to deter the practitioner fram extrsetiug a 
milk tooth, whenever caries, oblique po< 
rition, &o., render it neceatiry.— dm 
Se,Mtd, 

RCMARIABLf CAtB Of ITONt IN THI 
BLAortan. 

Ttic subject of tbit observation ia a young 
ISiciliim, who from his infancy exhibited 
; symptami of stone in the bladder ; in his 
i ninth year he waa examined by Dr. Attalim, 

I who found a atone of considerable aixe, and 
accordingly uropoaed lithotomy ; but when 
about to ]>«rform it, the stone cOuld not be 
found, and the operation wts put off. From 
thU time the patient auffered much, during 
eight yean, from chronic cystitis, strangurv 
and ischury ; he became much emaciated, 
\c^, till be waa at last preaentrd to M« 
Portal, who found him alnioat iu a d^tg 
ftito^ i luge abaceaa having formed in 
Um |ieriilini^^froin infiltrateo urine. An 
iudiiott wraa immediately made into tbe 
Uitoour. from idiich with ilte urfoe natoue 
of the sine of « beau wit remoffti. The 
wound bfetme gangieitout to a «fiy gteal 
extent ; but at lait heatf d. M» Portal now 
examined the Idnddsr very etrefotly » and . 
having con vincmi himatlf of the preaence 
of a vfty large atonei derided upon per- 
forming the Idgh op^illoii wilbnut any 
further delay. Tlte stone was found nt* 
tiehed to the of ^ bMder, and 

wh^ it wee with eome dMSottl^ «xlmto4 
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luimt to it* The etone had an iinaYen ittr* 
faoe, w«a yellow, ▼erv hard, jSoa inehti long^ 
and Heo imhet mud a hat/ thkk, it wtighed Jiim 
euaws end a fc«//,aiia eonaiaced of cyltic 
oxy4e, uric and mitw acid, and animal 
•libataiice* Oa axaminiiig the bladder, wliich 
waa very large, a round atone of the at*e 
of a filbert waa found, and eaaily extracted. 
Tbo day after tlie operation the fmtient waa 
greatljr eachanated, but the ferer waa mo- 
derate; the urine paaeed thronghthe uretlira, 
Otc. On the third day tlie wound had lud- 
danly taken a gangfonoua appearance, and 
on the eixib day alaripe eiohar bad formed, 
which being eaaily remored, waa found to 
communicate with the cavity in the bladder; 
from which there waa alao thrown off a lai^e 
pottion of gangrenous membrane, containing 
a amaU atone. From this rime the wound 
reasaumed a heaHby appearanee, end within 
two monttui the patient had perfectly re- 
corered, — • 

aivouLAH AcxxoN or aaaxNic acin on 

SKVaBAL aOllTS OF ayoAB* 

A aoLt'TioN of the araenlc wid and com- 
mon sugar being itoixed, the ditid, after a few 
hours, aaauinea a beautiful purple colour, 
resembUng that of raapherry syrup; if in- 
atead of common sugar thaicff starch is used, 
the same colour, but somewhat brighter, i» 
produced ; the sugar of milk assumes a red- 
dish brown colour ; manna becomes of a brick 
cobur; diabetic augar and the aaochaiine 
princifde of oil, a* well as sum and puw 
starch, are not changed at all oy the artenio 
acid. Caustic potash and ammonia, hare 
no power of destroying the colour of Ui« 
abore-mentSoned liquids ; nitric snd muriittc 
acids render it Wiehter ; sulphuric acid 
changes it into a dark browu colour. — 
$ekw$igg«r*$ JiArbueher, 

DivtsroN or i»axovuA«Ls* Fasc' 

TUBB of tub TinV.H-BONK, *KI> rBK 
ract nrtovxuv of tiix tiun. 

A child, about five years of age. broke his 
left thigli* three iuche* below the great | 
trochinter ; in cousequence eithsf df 
lect orb*d ireaiwent, the fragiimnt* ttnll^ 
inaueb a manner as to fiirm a right angle, 

tb,to»w iwni<« tf lij* ^*''*.*f 1*^ 

w<l upwirt.. Th* djiM ^h-f 

wM, UtirbMB ^ 

hnweit l» D»* IhbTi of Simmoi *•» 
fmmd th* otBa* lo >rtfc««y/o«*oh<««a. 

Ih* |S**W rw*«ar* of tJw ttmh 
WM MtiM 0#^ aw** of 


I meriiig th# iWoiirfty, which IM* ™^*^ ■* 

grost, that nspatiiion .tonU h»»« 
better, than leaving it in such a condirion* 
iThe chanees which this me^ offered, 
were very doubtful ; an artificial fraetpre pf 
the callus scarcely appeariag pracocahle, 
even in it should be pormble to apply 
mechanical violence sufficient , to break 
bone, without materially Uurfing the soft 
parts, it having been found, on repeated 
examination, tlxa^^e callus, from its thick* 
ness, had puiheSifre muscles towards the 
nnterioT and posterior surface of the limb. 
Or. Wasserfiihr thought it would be ^oam* 
bte to lay it bare, by a transverse division of 
the soft parts over it, and then to saw through 
the bone sufficiently for it to break at 
the place where it was necessary, without 
anv great violence. For this purpoae, he 
had a truncated pyramid made of wood, 
which, being fixed with its base on a board, 
might support the concave part of the 
callus, so that, on forcibly depressing the two 
extremities of the bone, it might at 
the place where it l»ad b«^ broken befiire. 
Having communicated this plan loapveral 
of his coUeagues. it was carried into exnc»> 
tion on the 9ih of January, 1991. A tmn^ 
verse incision having been made tkroogh 
th© akin aud muscles over the c^os, the 
soft parts were puriied upwards snd dpsjmr 
wards as much as possible, so th^ 
callus was laid bare, sqjiciently for tbo^^^^i^ 
plication of the saw. One-tbird of the 
callus haring been sawn through, the 
wrooden pyramid waa placed In its concave 
angle ; but the attempt which was then made 
to break the bone having fmlnd, tlie opera- 
tor was obliged to apply the saw a second 
time, after which tlie l»one easilv broke over 
the pyramid. The operation lasted only 
about five minutes ; very liule blood was 
lost, and fracluriug the bone appeared to 
cause much less pain U>sn the pressure of 
the pyramit! on the soft parts. The ^ 
Corel y, after dm operation, wts very Mi- 
oos ; * the limb waa carefully kept in a 
straight jMisition ; an abundant suppuration 
took place at the wound ; excoriauous and 
ulcers formed from the pressure of tho 
bandage ; aud large alwcesses formed around 
' ibe wound, whieb had a torpid ®^®®^*^®*** 
appeatnnee. till, at lasmeveral pieces of 
l>one exfoliated, after which tlie cute pro- 
ceeded very rapidly. 

On the ntnetieth day after the operation, 
the apparatus was removed for the first 
time ; comidete ife unibu bed taken place ; 

the new callus had acquired perfect solidity, 

land the limb waido a strsigbt line* VI itlun 
a shiwt time, klie litae patient endeavoiired 
to stand snd to wall, aud has now acquired 
the qie of ftie limb iu su^ a manner* as to 
leave hard) V any trace of the ptovioua do- 
^ ft^ity..-*ihat*i Aiagm^ 
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HOPITAL BKAWON. 

Tils stoMi patient whose case we reported 
in our iast Nairtber^ died on the third day 
ai^er the operation, apparently with oil the 
ayinptoms of sioient peritointia; oti exa- 
miuation of the body, the abdominal catity 
was found filled with purulent serum, the 
inteatiuea adiierent to one anotlier by false 
safmbiaues, and the |ieytoneura injeeted 
and thickened ; the su;. /riot wound of the 
bladder extended from the fundua almost to 
the prostate gland ; its paiietes were very 
firm and conaiderably tbickmed ; its niut- 
catar membrane was or* a fungous appear- 
anott and lit id colou r. The perineal indston 
oomprehended the akin, the sphiacter ani, 
the anterior part of the rectum to the extent 
of Ml inch ahoee the iphtueter, the lower 
part of tlie bladder, the pro^itate gland, and 
that fiortios of the urethra which is aur* 
minded by it. *1 be naek of the bladder 
was thickened nod very firm ; Uie prustatic 
portion of the orethra c xhibited a larger 
dUatttton, conetpoodtog with the tise and 
fiantt of the atone, so that (here could be no 
doubt of its haring been firmly lodged there. 
Tho eeliolar tiatue surroundiag the bladder 
was iofillratod with a purulent matter of 
uffintHis ameli, tlie uretefs were enlarfed, the 
lEidueyi sofleaed and am>phic *, their ealices 
and pdtM at least six times their usual sice. 


HOTEL DIKU. 

lALSt Airivatsit or rni nascuivc. 

SR rani, 

T. Acbnirt, te!at. :Vi, having Wen ai* 
ttitted on account of cerebral cungestion, 
Was seeeral limes bird ; in one of lh»*«e 
bleedings the bravhial ailery heins; opened, 
a great quantity of blood was under 
tlie fasria of the fv>ri*snn ; the luito^frrhagei 
was arrested by compressirni, the eXtraru" 
•ati'd blood began to he sWorbed, and the 
wound of the rein complt telj hewted. Six 
weeks aftor the accUont, the ibiw^rptios 
appear!^ d to make no furtliiar mrogteis ; t1t« 
ioniour was tlifu of tlwf sl»e of an and 
bad an obsCijfe pulfstion, wb|cb cfuM 
•Itogetbi'r when {hV arm was held in a suite 
of cilro«iort, or wUen tW bracbiisd artenr 
was compri'**t*d. TW mfircmcnta of tbs 
irw being considifefabJv ' .i.-upoded ’ .by , tbt ' 
aafittHimit t»im >ur« M,1)upnytr#o decUgd 
npon lyiJiUbe biaobh) artery fit ibo la^ 
nor tbird of the npi)#-! fiftn, 'Hie operation 
was performed Wlbc Lb owing mafiner. Tbt 
arm bring kept extended, a toagitudlual 
iftdsion, tw tncbei inlergtb^ wal 


the *^mail aafitgin of the bloepa* thfongh 
ib4 skin &ud aponauroiua; on raising the 
edge of the hienpa, ihs artery and nerve be* 
came viaibk, and M DupuyUen was going to 
separate the median nerve from the vessel by 
means of a probe, when the patient fainted , 
and the arterial pulsauon having completoly 
disappeared, the furtiier progrcgi of the 
operaiiou wu arrestedfOnttl after about half 
an hour, when lie retMavered hia aeiiaes, and 
the puUaiion of Uie artery returned ; it was 
aow readily Uolaiud and tied in the usual 
manner. The pulsation in (he tumour aud 
oi' (be radial ariery inunediaieiy disappeared, 
and (he temperature of the arm beomuo 
somewhat lower, but iaereated again after 
a tVw hours. Ou the seat day idight eryti- 
pelaa appeared rouad the wound, aud the 
patient was somewhat faverish, but the 
tumour had coliapied, the temperature of 
the arm was nuiurtd, thopulae at tlie wrist 
could be disiiuLlly felt, and thu movemeute 
of the arm were perfectly free. In about a 
week the wound had healed, itud the putitmt 
was dischargeii cured. ---Lfi Cliniiim. 


GLASGOW ROVAL IXFIRMARY. 


FaiDAv, January I8?9. On entsrliif 
tile Uospiial to*(lav, we found a notice 
" an operauoQ," which, from the rsteoraa 
of it# oceurrruce for some weeks {laai, 
was by no tteuna unwelcome. On arriv* 
iog in the operating theatre, th«^ benehee 
were, as usual, already occupied, but the 
gentlemen seemed to have hastened them* 
svlres thither, quicker than ocmion re* 
qoired ; for, after waiting gently mora 
than half an hour, and depriving oura«lv«i of 
Ui« opportunity of pahtiog by tli« pby* 
eitiuua visit to tb-ir psUents, wo ope* 
rator usade Ids appearsuce. At length, 
afitr much iho. by some of the less judi- 
cious aud impatient pari of the audience, 
Mr. t>WHU entered, and told us. ** Ibat a 
m nuie's lime wai really nothitowa, and it 
ctrinittly W'sn only an <«?ta4ott of au urgent 
tiatarc, which could detain Dr. Couper irfm 
the bflipital/' lie concluded by bipin|, 
** thaiaa^ii dUtuihanw would nut bo ifi* 
peatod, of (b« impropriety of which, all of 
at, on coaaidmtfou, oonbi not hut b« 00tt« 
vinced/* f was lorry to m Mr, Cowan 
over this oectirrenca m lightly^ whiob Iwp* 
pus but too rep<'4odiyi and wbiob efianot 
but bo both «atkO)ing and hurtful to many of 
tbapatioats in the id^ighbiHirlM wtiidi, It 
ought at onoa to W decidedly tmrvbvd. Ur, 
Caupar thpttly artarwKRUmrriyed, and pat* 
fuftth d tha opariki## Tha olio wai as fol* 
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A wt)lDsai ftgeS 51» wft» Admitted Docem- ( 
her $7, with ft tamour eiuated ov«r the ! 
right eyebrow, of the eifte of ft hor««*l>eati, ; 
eoAep<mgy feel, «ii4 purple colour. Blood j 
wftt occfteioofthy diicharged from ite sur- 
face. There was uoother situate' d inume- 
difttely obove the former, but more flftiieaed, 
»ud hrmer. 'J he skin coreriug it was oearly 
of u oatural colour, hat superiuriy, to theex* 
tent of half an inch, it was of a dark brorru 
colour, and arooud its margin there were 
three hard small tubereWa, and over the 
external catithus, one still smaller, it was! 
tender when pressed, aitd moved freely 
under the akin. The diseftfte was of long 
standings but for two months previous to 
her atlmiasion, the right parotid gland had 
become affected, and was occasionally tuln 
iect to severe gnawing jntin. The patient's 
health was gootl. i he diaeaaetl aubstance 
was removed with the scalpel, and a piece 
of lint inserted in tho wound. No attempt 
was made to draw its edgrs together, which, 
from its proximity to the upper eyelid, 
%v<,mhi very probably have produced tagoph- 
tlialmos. 

Alter the patient had left tlie ilieatre. 
Dr. Courier handed the djseuwd aubstance 
to the students, remarktng, ** Utit he found 
S t me difiicuUy iu giving the disease a name, 
that lie waa afraid it was of a malignant na- 
lure, ami only refnembered one case which 
it lesembled. In that cate the tamour wna 
Situated immi'diately under the skin on the 
abdomen, and shortly sfter its removal, 
although the wound healed kindly, hardened 
ttrinp wt-re found extending towarda the 
glands in itie axiUa. llie cate ulUmately 
teriniattad falaUy.*' ‘rhe diw^asf in the 
present instance prt sentiMl scarcely any ap* 
pesrance of sclrrhu#, and was ooufioed to 
the akin. The pauent has been doing well. 


recovered, he began to compkin of pain in 
his gioin and aerotam. He was bled to 3o 
ounces, and an attempt made to reduce the 
heniia by the taxis, hut without sueceas. A 
consultation was called, which nmi at two, 
p.M. Ordered ihe patient to be put into 
Uie warm bath, to be bled ad daUquium, and 
another attempt made to redoes the atran- 
gulated gut. riurty ounces of blood were 
again taken, and when the patient became 
I faint , he was igyuoved ft ore ilia bath, and 
I the taxis tried, ol|| without succesa, 

I .\fr. C'owan, under wlioae care the patient 
I was placed, now entered the operation-irooiQ, 

I and told the students, who were waitilig in 
the expeetation of an operation, ** that it 
I was the opinion of the couanltation, from an 
enema having prmluced two sUmy and aey- 
baioua atools, that the ofieratioa ahould he 
postponed. In the meantime, dO leeches 
would be a|>pUed to the lower part of the 
abdomen, and six ounces of the infuiioii of 
senna given, with Utree of eaiphate of mag- 
nesia, in divided doaea." Ue also infonned 
us, that the coasuttation would again 
meet at 7, imh., when Ue would have nn op- 
portunity of acquainting ua with their f«ao<* 
lution.'* 

Seven, p.m. By this time a Gonaidee»bie 
oumbar of students had asaemlded* The 
patient was found resUese, atill comphuB- 
tug of severe pain, and nlUiough the tiunour 
at ite lower part was aofter, its hrmiieae an- 
jieriorly bad increased. The hiccup wia 
[ also more severe. I'he operation was now 
resolved on, and perfonued in the common 
manner. Ten incites of intestine, of s red 
colour, were tonnd strangukted. 'I'he stiic- 
'■ lure was ei mated at the exierual ring, and 
• was divided by Sir Asiky Cootmrs knife ; 
! but the Qdge of live transverse mueek pre- 
sented anuther oliatacle lo the return of Uie 
gut. which it was also found necessary to 
[divide. 


STIlANOUtSTsn lilKXU* 

P. M.. a;;ed CW), was admitted on the 
same d«y that the operation was pc|fonned 
on the pnc«*dii«g patient, w'itb su lugiiinal 
hernia of t he t%iit side. It was larger than 
a man's bat, extenumg akuv the eoursc of 
th# inguinal canal, and was nnn, tense, fnd 
pakfid. I he abdomen was sligbtfy ^mpa* 
niiie, 11»ere was hicimp, 

Wfttipn, ftftd hot tkiOi Imi he did not eo»* 
pk(ft <of thiTftt, He bed vomited twice, and 
Itftd had no sM hopra. His pulse 

waa Ail The said be had been anb* 
jod io hmmia fbr the Itit ten year*, whteli, 
hwweeer* had never been larger than a 
amill wilnnt, and wm elways tmiy m- 
dneed, till the morning of bis adiniision, 
prben* ftlke irkkingTr^l, he waaniMcked 
bfilirfe men m bis wnyM Idekedi and 
It A in ft state of inienmhilit/* WIteii he 


3. The patient had passed a good night, 
and had six drachms of caetoroil given him, 
walkout producing a atoot. There bad been 
dtiK^bargt offlaiua. 

4. 11^ twelve grains of Uover^t powder 
Iasi night at bedtime, and had aWpt well. 
Twenty 'four leechet were applied to the 
•bdomeii, vrhich was imtnful, with relief. 
His pulse Wif !H), t>ue ounne of castor oil 
was ordered to be takeii immediaicly. and 
in the ereniftg Dover's powder to be re- 
peated. 

5. i(ad pmuted a good ni|»liC, with ksa 
pftin than wftimtda\% Pulse 54, and wound 
adhering thVQUitlmut, Ten ounces of blocxl 
wove mdeied taken from the arm, and 
DoverV fiowdor to be given at hedtifue. 

10. rhia |N||ieot is now convaleeoent, and 
it the drat Idaknee of tlie ofierstiott for 
itraiigttkted bamia liaving succeeded. 1 be* 
hftf«, Ibr mmKf yeafft, m ibis ll«ia|ihek 



m WOUND Of THl ARM-AWmATION. 


lACHtATID WOVMD OF THS AItM» AUFV* 

^ TATIOKi AND DBATU. 

Jm* M*C«riaick» i^d 14, wi& admitted 
01 ^e Utk Not. with a lacerated wound of 
tko left arm* Above the elbow there waa a 
wound dividini; the integumenta, and ex- 
tending ootofdetely round the arm, except- 
ing one emtll apace on the |K)8terior part. ; 
From the inside of the elbow, there was! 
•aotberdround stretching towards, and join- ! 
ittg the former* 'I’he akiitWas also detached ; 
from the fascia coreriog the lower third of j 
the humerus, and the whole extent of the I 


the sbughing integumenti of the fore*afr», 
was enlarged to relieve the tensioOf Ano- 
ther was alio made through the integuments 
ofthe palm. The pulse was 96, of t^erable 
sfreiigtli. Wounds to be dressed with cam- 
phorated oil ; a |)ou1Uce to he applied sird 
renewed every fourth hour; turpentine to 
the hand, and common enema immediately. 
The wine was also continued. 

SO. 'flip hand was cold and livid, although 
the wound was discharging bet ter pus. There 
was some slight separation of sloughy mat* 
ter. Slept tolerably. 

iil. The mortification having extended, 


antetior part of the forc-ann, to within 'all mrtiier attempts to save the arm were 
three inches of the wrist. On drawing: abandoned. It was, therefore, amputated 
aside this dap of skin, the desor muiKslesiby the circular method, three inches be* 
were seen bruised and separated from each jneath the head of tlie humerus. To have an 
other. The dnger could 1^ jmssed along the | anodyne ; wine end full diet to be omitted, 
bones betweeu the muscles for several | H. Ilressings removed ; the parts were 
inehes, and one of the musoles was hanging | not united, but discharged healthy pus. 
out of the wound, lacerated and detached. ^ S6. Again removed. The face of the 
adJiartag only by a tmiH nervous filament. ; stump was covered with healthy granula* 
Nesthtr of tM principal vessels of the fore* I tioot. 'the fever was moderate, and his 
am appeared to be injured, but there w as a ’ bowels open. 

very odious disehsrge of blood from thej Dec. 4. The stump looking well, but he 
catiaeoitt vessels, two of which had to be ' had several rigours during the twopreeeding 
tied* The edges of tlw wound were brouglit | days, with cough, but there were no symp* 
together by stitcbes aud adhesive plsster, I toms of any local disease. Uis appetite was 
and a bandage applied over all. He was or* | also bad. 


deled an anodyne draught. 


5. He had had several rigours, and alto 


16. Tlie dresttngs were removed, and the complained of pain in the left bypochon* 
laeeiated integuments on the outer side of -drium, asigravated by cough and inspiration, 
tiie fore*ann and arm looked lieaUhy, re* | His pulse was lito and feeble ; was Uririty, 
taioing their natural appearances, and were ! and felt no iocUnation to eat. The emplia* 
of a natural heat ; but those on the inner, j trmn lytuc was ordered to be applied to the 
though ueither cold nor destitute of sensa* ; pained part, 

tioB, were of a livid appearance. Hiij 6. IV itump looked well ; be had had no 
bowels were oficu from some castor oil that : return of the rigours, and although the pain 
he had been ordered on the day prevtoot.lwaaielieved oo the left, he complained of 
and bis puite i‘^0. The hand of the affected : much tmearinm in his right side. His 
am was awollen. ? pulse was ISO, of better strength. The 

17. Dressings were a aecond lime re* \ emplastrum lytim wu ordered to the right 
mo^ed, and the appearanees of the wound j side, ui»il, to relieve the cough, the mucila* 


nearly the same, with the exceptioit of ons'ginous mixture. 

smsdl space, almt the sixe of half-a-crnwn, 6. Still complsirtcd of pain over tim right 
on the anterior part of lire fore-trm, which tide of his thorax, accompanied with cough, 
bad aisomed a dark and gangrenous appear* His respirsiion was ouick ; pulse 1^, 
ante. The lomd still coutinued twolle n ; and feeble. He was ordered a grain of ca* 
the little finger bail becorire livid and cold ; bmel, and half a gram of opium everv fourth 
pulse 120, and bowels open. boor. The emplnstrum lyttie to right tide, 

18, The integument* on the inner aide of and to oniit the ilr»uj>hl. 

the for«*anit frit cold, Uvnl^ and desCitule He gradually declined Irr ttrength, and 
of teaiatioo , or, if the elegant phmaeology died on the 13th. Tl^ere were tiglvt ounce! 
of the case book may V employtri, they wsvf ofaerO'purrient fluid found in each rid# of 
unmUa, Wound to V dressed with cam- the thorax, and the pleura, lining the fmiiei 
phonuri oil, and riothi dipped in oil orrior part of the lufift. wat covered with 
turpentine to be applied to the hand. Four fraph, IV half of each tuAg Wti conaotH 
ouoeea of win# were risoordered, dated, and appifeoily unfit reipiratlon; 

19. Sioofhiiigwaafu»mdio bsvt«xt#»^ When cut into, they prripntai numerona 
totlm ilexor muarica of th* fore-ami, and ItTcgtilaritirir of a yrimwlab criour, aur« 
the prim of the band was temm and crept* rounded by Indurated noriiooi, dreum- 
tatiog wium pretaed, Tha infiamiiiition bad soribed in acma phicoi, in otWfi, paaaini 
also extendiri upward!* A fre«4aiVon^ 4iil«a b«t)lhy atfii^^ 
wluchhadhiWftiMdoiVday^^^ ihroagl wm hfri%* 



ROYAL llftiRMARY FOR CHILDREN. 


ItOYAL IKYlAMAtiY YOR CXtlLDRER. 

T# th$ Editor if Tbe Lancbt. 

Sir,— U nwtlltR| «s 1 tm^ to prolong tlio 
discuision of r ni^ject, which iits alroadf 
occapicd ao much Rpace in tbe ptgea of your 
jooniRl, yet 1 consioer it my duty to Rttempt 
the reuoYel of every errooeoue impreaaion 
which might be detrimentel to the intereeta 
of a puhlie charity. 

In alluding to the letter of ** One of the 
Monthly Committee,'* of the Eoyal Infir* 
■aary, 1 with not to withhold my entire belief 
in Uii anxiety for ita prosperity^ however I 
may regret that Uie mode he has adopted is 
ao subversive of the dmured end. it is a 
maoifest injustice to come forward before 
the public with one noeeping charge of neglect 
against a whole medical estahtishment. If 
auch be allowed, it must lay an icy hnger on 
that profesaioiLal entbutissm and labour, 
which, for their reward, look equally towards 
a oousctoutness of tlie {>erformance of a 
philantliropic duty, and the guerdon of a 
merited praiae. JBut when auch charge is 
grounded on circumstances erroneously re*; 
ported, on a case from which false inferences 
nay be drawn prejudicial to tbe professional 
reputation of the Infirmary, he is s tf^ctt 
enemr to charity' who ahrinka from a reply. 

It happens, Sir, thst on iho Friday, when 
the auchor of the letter writea, ** No pby* 
aician, no surgeon,** my own notes, and the 
evidiuce of our House Surgeon testify my 
Imving been at my post ; but the child not 
li>«!iog a patient of my own, W'sa not brought 
to me, ill submission to thst soil of profea* 
atonal eUquette, which cuatom has ao 
airungely established ; but which, in a prac- 
Rical sense was, I am eonvinoed, productive 
«f no evil in this case. 

It was unfortunate that an unforeseen 
beeaoifhagic tendeitby ahonhl have inter- 
vened after the incision of the gums *, but 
wo havemanv iustancea (when such a state 
of tbe vascular system exists,) of a fatal 
result from the extraction of a t^th. or even 
ilruitt a much •lighter lesion. That the im- 
imtatioa of Ma/a pmm should attach by 
xidertAce to the treatment of the g«itt» U 
msoat unwarranttble. We are told a lipdmro 
to the gum for the auf^ireate 
etf hM^ihage ; the eneeamve iiflUtion pro- 
4t«eed% etidi e foede* may he at leaet at 
faMfoaddueed at the eeuse id* death, ae Uic 

dim 

I tmithef^tkeOf the soigemi, 

whose eame dib not appear, nor is it here 
I would dfoaoit its propmly f hut it la, at 
least, an IlluatnUfou of the 


Sir, the l^yal Infiimtry for Ch^ wee iu- 
bed to eoiitend with almost overi heavnig 
dffocultiea, which I should not he dry ; 
in relating. By the labours of phiianch.:were 
and maioly» 1 would add, by tbe exeriw i^ 
of its excelleot treasurer, a heavy build'imdl 
debt has beau most msterialhr reduced, an&a 
a plan for its ultimate Uquioation matured. 
It is nowahakiug off tlie tranunels whicli 
have Clamped its energiea ; it will prove 
that the bruiseii^eed will not bebroheiu 
As the intimate ^^eagae of the lamented 
founder of that laatitudon, which I have 
made for more than eight years my most 
interestiDg field of comparative study, 1 
confess 1 cannot look with indifference on 
any statement calculated to injure its inter- 
esta, or to cast tbe slightest stigma on tlmee 
who deaerve it not. The letter states that 
since Dr. Davis's death, ** the attendance of 
the medical officers hat been leas constant.'* 
Sir, I challenge the proof of this asserdon : 

1 fearlessly challenge the proof of any done* 
lictioH of my duty, during the yoan of my 
professkmsl attachment to the Royal Infir* 
mary. 

On these feelings. Sir, 1 ground my 
apology for thus troubling you, and I must 
yet beg toreodfy a slight error in onr letter 
of the 29th ultimo, lu the resolnlicm of 
the Committee regarding the aignature of 
the names of the medical officers, an inserttmi 
of tho tim of arriring at, and of dopmtbig 
/vom, th§ Jofirmary, is not required. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your moat obedient Servant, 

Waitkr C. Dsnj>t. 

Upper Stamford*st. Dee. 5, 1629. 

P.S.— Tbe insertion of a aecond letter 
from Mr. Wood in Tnt Lanckt of tbe 17th 
inat., renders it esteiitisl that 1 should add 
a very brief postscript to my letter, the 
omission of wJiich you acknowledged tn the 
above Number. 

In Ute letter of the medical officers, the 
defence against a charge of neglect on their 
parti, referred to their pradicul, sad not to 
their poHtmti duties. 

My first letter wiU rectify the eiror which 
Mr. Wood hss repealed iu hit second allusion 
to the Case of lutins Cole. It will also evince 
my derire to have acknowledged a alight 
aue-statemeat of the C<»inmiUee*s reaoto* 
ttoa, ooa^oed in the format explanatory 
lener. Kefnrdiug this reecdutton, X msy 
pvohably stilt kbour under sonm impulntton 
of inconsisteni^ 

1 did not wish to oppoee the resolution in 
the Cnmmittee, and even ex|ir^.«ted myself 
not unirtUtng M aoeede to tis mandates : 
at the tame tune eandidly ttvting, Hist (with 
thv aincertNitTimpeicI for na members, amoiin 
wbom I waa ptm to ranli aomany petaomd 
ikknid), n fnqfMiMi dellotey towtidn my 
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eftfletgow tvotoW m« te oMwn their 

aentimeiits, indeed, their Hqaieaeenee 
in the i&etsure, without which on 
Bigneture would be ieriJIous, and not tend 
fo any practical adtantage to the Inatitu* 
tion. 

In jnatificatioa of this feeling, I hesitate 
not to odd, that were the interests of the | 
InetitQtion, to which I am ao much attached, 
endangered, I would nerer allow profes- 
aional, or even petente frieo^hip, to draw me 
Rom the cottBcientioua ^^horge of public 
duty. 

Jm. 20. H. C. Dehdv. 


noYoL iKnitMiinY roa ciiiLOfiEs’* 


To the Editor (/The Lancet. 

Si8,«»In my answer in your ^7(>th nura- 
her, to a eorreepondent in your ^sr.'ith, who 
aigaed himself One of the Committee,”; 
1 couchided with hoping that to ‘'the next; 
commuGficatiou h« imured you with, he| 
would hate the courage to ajfcx hie name,! 
Oco.” This hope he has fulAllod, for in No., 
261, is a letter from him subscribed Charles j 
Wood, Poppin’s Court, Fkei Street. This,i 
Sir, is as it should be ; it it open and mardy, ! 
and Hhe a true Erigltahmaii. But to th^l 
question speaking of a resolution ]^assedj 
by the Committee, on the 31 st of March,! 
1B38, relative to the physicians and surgeons i 
signing their names, kc., in a book, Mr. | 
W' ood obserres, ** they hare told you, Sir, 1 
in tAoir letter, that the motion was tteated | 
by them with the resj»ect it deterred,” rit., i 
mH 0 »« tine ho» tctr hem writtm in the bxdr hv \ 
e^ihir the gmtienm. In aoswcr to which | 
i beg leave to say, that they have not done 
»p hecaure they considered it, fat least the 
majority did) jw derogatory for gentlemen . 
nutl members of a leurued profeation, to he 
placed on a lorel with minor clerks in othces, 
or poriera in a wart houso, and this feeling 
was 0 }>enlyand mauAdly expres-md bribe 
junior phyaieian.tTjd I believe by thcaenioK 
surgeon also, at tiie general meeting, in 
May !62H. The regiatcr^book of the Imuae 
surgeon it a^* proper book,’- though Edwtwd ^ 
tratwritleu, in a hurry» for Eliza, ind Uioufli 
the physiciau and aiofaon uader whoit 
names patients are dnterod, may, on those 
dayS) happen to he tthfeni Mr, W ood aakt 
*' Do l)u» medical officers itata that the 
mntiier (of Kliaa (^ok) did »ot attend from 
tdeven o clock liii »e«% four f- <hi« nia. 
dicaloihcer, and ha plumes td ponsidef 
himseif such, will stats that m mother tm 
remaioed at the lahrmiry fio« aieven till 
four, New patients who ««pe Uefom a 
<|uarui Ift tiralTi «fi Ihr 


and furnished with medicines by the house 
surgeon, without [delay, 

\Vhej> I offered myself to the notice of 
the Governors of this Infirmary, it was in 
CDuseijuence of an adveTtisement headed 
thug : “To Si KGEOKS, ApoTHECAniES, and 
i 11 AtT'TA V Mkoioa i. Orttcaui ; " my own 
projmr office,” therefore, is not only to fur- 
niah the patients with medicinei, but to 
prescribe for tlmm in tljo abseitee of the 
physician or surgeon, and iutlie discharge 
of that duty, my valued friends the physieians 
and my no less rained friend the senior 
surgeon, is well ns the relatives of the pa> 
tients, will, I am sure, moat mdily and 
willing! r acknowledge, tlmt I bate given 
them full and entire satiafaction* 

1 remain, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

James Wooonam, 

House Surgeon. 

Royal Infirmary, Jan. 20, 1828. 


cn\n>ir uopeeui. 

To the Editor of The Lanckt. 

WoU, an the fire of |mie« lie not quits eat of tlire , 
now sbikit lliou b« iiiov«n IHurtUUNav IV. 

Sin,— On penning an article Inst week, in 
ih« Excrescence, on your late trial at the 
Court of King’s llf Qcb, I found myself in 
such a quagmire (jjf had grammar, ignorance, 
and ahstirdiiy, that 1 really cannot resist the 
intli nation I feel to solicit the stumuon of 
the worthy F.dit:»r of that concern to a few 
points, which certainly would never be 
allowed to pass current in a aclmolboy’s 
exercise. 

We ure, wiiJi gravity, informed, Bear 
the bi’^ioning of this cver-to-lHt*ttdmired 
article, (for there arc no less than from H to 
16 aou-s of admiration in it,) that “ they 
have heard it said, and they bellm U to ho 
tim general feeling, that the amount of da* 
mages ought to have been larger ; but that 
this would depend entirely on the light in 
which the inhjeci is viewed.” Now, this 
is Tcallv iinportaiii information j * infoma* 
tioo wflich should h« communicated forth* 
wii to evfry juryman in tlie cottptm Note 
also this, je rdiiora of journals, ana warvyi 
at the modesty of iht Kicresaeuce ; theit 
setusMy is not a note of sdmitaRms il^ tMf 
mtified spirtl of s semenoe, 

“ By every impittial »•&, toquii»|e| 


fiend on the Ihdit in wbfoh ih«t tub^^^ it 

viissid for isWi 4ait^ 

deed, a very i»ponMitl|l| 0 e of tofomurtion. 



dW&nixY : 

wi* tba iiikiect, Mr. Cooper will k* re- 
garded as having met with one of those diffi* 
cult tqd perplexing cases, where Uie elTorts 
of tlie most expert iind skilAil surgeons o» 
not riways crowasd with success till after 
much anxiety and delay.’* Why. thou in- 
fallible tincture of inconiistency ! ihoo re- 
douhted excreacence ! dost thmi not tell us, 
a few Imes on, '* it is impossible that any 
One Imt the operator can mlequately judge 
•of the difficulties of the caw*.** 

“ i’o all reflecting men it must be matter 
of terioua apprehenaion^ to think what the 
cons^uences may be, if the difficulties and 
learfol responsibility attending capitai ope- 
rations* are to he yet further increased by 
the consciousness, on the part of the sur- 
geon, that there are present those who, in- 
fiti nd of participating in hi* anxious efforts, 
gl^oat .with fiendiali delight,” &c. Instead 
of participating in bis anxious efforts ! Why, 
thou inveterate blunderer, if the 200 persons 
who were present at Air. Bransby Corner's 
operauon , had " participated in *hia anxious 
effort*,’* there would have been ifOO Angers 
HI the iratient's perineum. Shonldest thou 
mean participating in his anxiety, canst 
iLou not sayroT Indeed, indeed, my ta- 
lented Editor of the Excrescence, thou re- 
vilest others for meaning what they say, 
whilst thou, good JLord ! sayest what thou 
doftt not mean , 

“ 'Dst? character of Air. Cooper has been 
sulkjected to the severest scrutiny, and the 
n suit has proved, beytmd the pcseibiUrv of 
doubt, nut only hia general skill as n sur- 
geon, but his dexterity as an operator ; se- 
veral competent iudges having sworn that 
thvy had (Vequemly seen him perform, not 
only lithotomy, hut some of the other most 
dtfficuU operations, in an lulmirahlo man- 
ni r.*’— -His dexterity, as an operator, proved 
hy this trial ! ! * 

PrmeHttl. W’hal’s the mutter! 

W hut’s the matter 1 There he 
four of us here have ta’en a ihousand pound 
this morning. 

Ptimt HaL WWra is it. Jack! \Vhere 
is it ? j 

Where is it? Taken from iisiti 
IS : a hundred upon four of us. 

Competent judges have seen him perfcHm 
operatioiis in an admi ruble manoef. Adned* 
fable ? What! in the sense ol haying power 
to exaUa wonder t 

In Uio next sentnaoe# while aimaking of 
Tux IfAncxT, fuUows this :—** TViixt an ex* 
potum of docft-laid contfivanoo, of raaUma 
comity, of implacxlilo revenge ! By what a 
iot of ignorant and nspiincipM men has the 
profession bora hotmyod* ipil. th« publio 
dolttdod rwWaa tho Editor of the Ivxeieo* 
eonco drtwh whan ho porufod or wrote 
mmm^ OibthoohohM ioiid^^^ l^^ 


StOUEllICK. *** 

U'hu. of Booiesie .l De«p-Wd 
schemed by ignorant men, is i\he*viirir 
new. Doctor, Doctor, you most i 

your wig awry. 

“ We would willingly throw a veil \ |]ie 
the odious details, but that it concerns 
vital interests of the community that 
should know sometliing of the charaoter of. 
those who have assumed 4h« office of medi* 
cal dictators, and that they should see in 
wlmt manner the reputations of hormurable 
men have been d||||||dflced for the revenge of 
one miscreant an^^ie lucre of auother.”— - 
Now, as I should perfectly agree with what 
IS inferred by this sentence, might I sub* 
stitute half a doxon w-ords for others ? l,et 
us sec how’ tills scuience will read with my 
substitutions.— 

We nrould wilHugly throw a veil over the 
odious details, but that it concerns the 
vital interests of the conununity that they 
should know something of the chanustcfr of 
those who have oiisumed the office of hospital 
surgeons, and tlmt they should sec in what 
manner the diseases of the poor have been 
treated by Uie attention of one mod the hwx- 
tention of another. 

In speaking of the witnesses brought for- 
ward by you, Air. Editor, on the late trial, 
this sentence occurs :— *• Siuch are the men 
who have dared to pass their judgment on 
an operation which only cme among thorn 
ever performed.”— Why, what can the 15di. 
tor of the Excresemee say, then, of thoKo 
hospital surgeons who came forward to 
speak to the skill evinced in an operation 
which they never saw 
Ihen again, talking of pujnls forgetful 
of the modesty which becomes their age.” 
—Becomes their age ! Heavens above ! 
Why , where it becomes their age, it does bc- 
emne it ; and, becoming it, is not forgotien. 
forgetful of the modesty that tcmiid AfSCiiws 
their age, you bougier. You also speak, 
my learned Doctor, of the '* absolute con- 
tempt, but perfect good humour,” wtlli 
which Sir Astley gave his evidence. If I 
remember right, you will find, by reference 
to the PharmacopaMa of common aeiise, that 
these two articles are incompatible. Really, 
Doctor, this is not atixtl professional. 

ARercallingthe defendant in the late trial 
all aorta of names, the learned Editor of the 
ExcreacOnoe says :— ** from this we turn to 
a more gr^ful anbject an4 immediately 
commits anotbeir egregious hlttader. It is 
smd that p^ple are gcaeially* fond of that 
which their minds can compass with fitci- 
lity. ThlS» I snspeoc, is the case with the 
Doctor, and tlie rea^^on why be terms blnn* 


• Mr. Eartruige also is requested not to 
repine, bec:ai^ ha Spoh« the truth wlule he 
was upfQ his oath* 
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a ffato&l The blunder is 

^8 The generous lymftathy in Mr. 
Gooper'a feeiinga, whkh has been etrinced 
bj atudents in the Borough.'*— What! 
nan that vbioh is in Mr. Cooper be evinced 
by others? ** Httven forefend !” You Won* 
diring blockhead ! do yon mean the generous 
aympathy wUh Mr. Cooper's feelings, which 
has been evinced, &o. 1 If you do, why can 
y^tt not say what you meant But X am 
tired of cmmtiog. 

Praising the pupils, /for evincing their 
opinion of Mr. Cooper’s skill by their inten- 
tion of presenting him with a piece of plate, 
and speaking, at the same time, of their in- 
eompetency to judge. Faugh ! 

Regretting that 1 have occupied ao much 
apace on so unworthy a subject, 

I remain your obedient and 
humble servant, 

A Pupil or St. BAaTuoLoataw’s. 

December, 1898. 


RICHMOND SCHOOL OF ANATOM T. 

ToiU Editor ^ The Lancet* 

Sir,— I n your last Number you have puh- 
jiabed a second letter by Juenoox, the worthy 
author of a refuted libel on Mr. Carmichael. 
Although the character of your correspondent 
renders him unwortliy of a reply, yet I re- 
quest you will do me the favour of inserUng 
the following observations upon his recent 
production ; they are probably the last with 
which 1 shall ever trouble you on so dis- 
gusting a subject. 

The letter begins with a dourish of penny 
trumpets, and the voice of the literary warrior 
chaunting his own mighty deeds; telling 
abroad among the nations, iiow he has 
(ought, how he has conquered ! how he has 
pointed bis pop-gun with unerring precision 
against the great toe of “The Hero of the 
Richmond,” and with a single discharge of 
that deadly weapon scattered hit dust to 
the wind, not to mention the dispersion of 
some thousand pounds worth per anmim of 
practice amongst tlte needy ** Fiiii /Kscu- 
lapii,” “ the hungry ibeep” that “ look up 
and are not fed.’* Mercy upon usl what 
furious beiogs in our wrath ire we aorih- 
biers! Ob, bow we pippins swim! the 
ludicrous idectstton of counge, ivith which 
the ofkmymous filwhsr plumes himself mt his 
hassrdons exploits, semindi me forcibly of 
the similar achfovemenbi of thid sucieRt 
worthy, 

T-r l>s|t»e the Tory, 

Who, to his great and endless glo]|y« 
Out of s Wi;^ s sbdk let By, 

And killed smsit that p«^d hy^ 

For which he sru sssuied high t’* 


Quod Dii bene vertsht ! the omen 

be propitious! May a sinA reward 
crown the virtuous labours of Lennon and 
Ml honoufidrie compeers 1 

1 know not but 1 am offering lomethbg 
like ao insult to Dr. M'Dowel, in at aU 
defending him from the weak aspersions of 
Lennox, a man whom your oorreapondent 
Richmond has convict^ beyond the power 
of reply, of hsviiif pubtiebed in ^r Joomil 
a tissue of malicious falsehoods ; one ar- 
gument, however,! aUall venture, in order 
to show in what eadmation such produo- 
tions aa those of Lennox are held by the 
medical public. Notwithstanding the at- 
tacks maile by him, and that other kindred 
spirit " Filins ^scdapii,” on the conductors 
of the Richmond Uospitsl and School, tiie 
class there is now nearly by a fourUi more nu- 
merons than that of last year. If this he not 
sufficient to convince Lennox that he and 
others like him are despised, as they should 
be, 1 ksve an exj^ient to propmm for t^ 
purpose, which if tried will, I prmniie, be 
successful. Let him announce his real 
name, let him own his productions, let him 
come into the theatre of the Richmond 
School, and declare himself the author of 
the precious Utters in Tns Lancet, and if 
he does not read in the countenancea of the 
class the most legible expressions of those 
feelings, which faUehood, malignity, and 
cowardice like his, are calculated to pro- 
duce in every honourable breast,— if every 
gentleman present do not shrink with dis- 
gust from tikc contact of a thing so loath- 
smnc, if they do not leave him, like Catiline 
in the Roman Senate, to stand alone in hia 
viUneis, then i am ready to submit to 
almost any penalty, aye even though it 
sikould amount to the infamy of acknowledg- 
ing bis acquaintance. 

As if Lennox hod not enough to do on hia 
own account, in digesting the severe reproof 
of your able eorreapondent " Hidunond,” 
he must needs step aside to afford his high 
protection to his injured brother " Filiua 
yEdCulapii.” It seems the reply of " Filius 
Fatlaudici,” to this person was an *' uugen- 
tlemaiily tirade,” and himself a *' spal)>een,” 
for whom the blush rises upon the eloquent 
cheek of the sensitive Lennox, Whoever 
the atttbor of that reply may be, I^ot 
but con|riinlate him on having acqs^ed 
the eastity of your €orrei[iOj|(U»t> tiri if I 
know the former at all, and do ant judge 
inm pirtiaHy, he is not altegether unwortiiy 
of sttdi an luHtour; ns you will tee, Sir, 
from the sketch I ihall give of him, in nega- 
tive touches, aAer the manner of Lemox. 
Impiimii, tht»» he is not the eecret 
standerer of men be deree not openly cor- 
fmi* He bw never brought, to say the 
best of it, a mrit charge el metaneis and 
and lode- 
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pendent mna* nor viiited npon hin nsalolT liim, and insenenilei not notwering 


wilful negi^^t of duty, whot wan but tbe 
neceanary renult of eicknena : be ban not, 
with unprovoked maUo6,aouglit to injure 
the fortunen of a young nan of roi^cudile 
habits and aequirementa* by a sweeping 
diarge of prontaionat inconpe^noe, the 
truth of wmob be was from mcumatancea 
as ineapable, as by nature he was careleaa, 
of ascertaining ■, nnaUy» he is not one, on 
whose character the brand of ftlaebood has 
been indelibly afBoed. 

I now take my leave, I trust for ever, of 
this wretched scribbler. 1 know not whence 
he has sucked iu the venom that alone re* 
deems him from insignificance. Certain I 
am, he had it not from the distinguished 
and amiable man, under whose auspices he I 
began his professional studies, and whose 
lamented death transferred the viper to the 
care of him, whose kindness he has re> 
quited in a manner so congenial to, hia na- 
ture. Let him continue his darling work of 
defamation, the public will judge between 
him and the honourable men whom he 
alanders, and of whom it is so more than 
negative praise to sayythat they have nothing 
iu common with the coward and the ruffian, 
nothing that can move the regard of anch a 
being at Lennox. 

Your obedient servant^ 

Dublin, Dec. IS, 18S8. 


REM AUK ABLE CASE OF rRACTURED CBA- 
NIVM WITH EXTENStVB injVRY TO THE 
BRAIN. 

Timitd bif Edwabd Heron, Eaq. of Oie 
Irish Coikgo of Surgeom. 

Pat Nuttey, wtat. If, of slender habit, 
on Saturday, the30th of October, JBS8, hav. 
ing quarrelled with aroiber boy, received 
an injury, the particular nature of whidi he 
was not conscious of. His antagonist held 
in his hand a round iron inatrument, blunt 
at the extremity, which enflutod it. SUortly 
after, he was attacked with vomiting and 
nausea, which continued for that and the 
nuocee^ng day* He returned from his work 
in the evening, and did not conaplun any 
thlof axofpt the nausea, and that bia eye 
waa jtttft in boxing, the Hd| beittg Waok. 
On the att0e«4ing day ha became a iittfe 
dehttotti, Mid eomidiinad of pin in bit 
hand, and tlie day lalloidnf ba became in- 
ie^l^le. Medtciil adTiee was then sought 
for ; his paibttls, not htdng aware of any 
thipgpix:^cu!|r,jUd notaeekfbr itap^r* 1 
•atFlnm, and bis symptMoia iff re aamttow : 
^e iiy Upon hia nafek, vm 'mdeM, 
^ wUa drawn 

No, S8t, ’ 


when spoken to; bts breatbii|g was m- 
creased and diffiov^, attended wm heaving 
of tlie chest ; his skin very hot, and dry ; 
pulse frequent, and hard ; the. pupils were 
somewhat dilated, but contracted upon the 
application of light ; the tonjnie was dry, and 
be had slight difficulty of deglatition ; hts 
urine and fmces were passed involuntarily ; 
be bad no paralysis, but was occMnonally 
slightly convulsed ; tire Uds of his left eye 
were ecchymosey^and, upon the moat mi- 
nute inspection, mblrace of wound or injury 
could be seen, save a slight scratch on the . 
iniegumeuts of the lower lid. He was bled 
from both arms, and got purgative medi- 
cines, and, in the evening, hia symptoms 
not being mitigated, aome blood waa taken 
from tlie external jugular vein ; but bia 
breathing, which was the moat prominent 
symptom, became severer, and he died at 10 
o’clock the third day after the receipt of the 
injury. 

/*oK-«w»rf«mEiamiRatM»i,— Ten hours after 
death I examined the head, and, even then, 
could not discover a wound between the eye 
and lid ; but upon raising the brain off the 
orbitar process of the frontal bone, it waa 
discovered that the instrument bad passed 
between the eye and orbit, and entered nearly 
at its spex, making an opening in it about 
half tlie aise of a sixpence. The instrn- 
ment ran into the brain, and up through the 
body of the lateral ventricle, and into ita 
substance, for at least tliree inches. The 
brain, in the track of the wound, appeared 
as if it was broken up, and very similar to 
brain Uiat had sloughed, and the ventricle 
was filled with bloody serum. 

This case is remarkable iu p threefold 
point of view. let. Aa it shows that an ex- 
tensive injury done to the brain, and even 
at its base, msy not be followed by any par- 
ticular aymptoma for some time, or even 
known to the patient himself, and that, even 
under such circumstances, life may be pro- 
longed for a considerable time. Sdly. That 
nn instrument, even of a good size, may pass 
between the orbit and the eye, without the 
I least trace of a wound being seen ; so that, 

: as ia tills case, tlie brain may be severely 
injured by a wound inflicted from without, 
and yet no trace, during life, by which it 
nmde ita entrance. Sdly. Tlmt, m this cue, 
the symptoms were doubtful as to the nature 
of the ease, the appearance of tlie patient be- 
is|; rather like one in the lest aiage of ty- 
p^ fever, or evqn, at it was said in Uiia 
esie, lUreamErsoninthe^^U^^^ of acute 
bydrocephalut. The patient having conti- 
nued at his work*, and walked home, adts- 
tauco of bettei than a wile, in the evening, 
and not having complatued 1 iwd being previ- 
ously a Uttie buireU ftdid cold, cHrew much 
obsourityii|M>h the xeat natttfe of the ease. 
leM 
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TttE LANGET. 

liMidvniSuturdaiii JanurnTf ^> 1 , 1829 . 

TiiE Bats and Corruptionists arc en- 
deavouring, but vaintj' endeavouring, to 
wlbke tbe same use of tbe late trial, ivbich 
Uiejr attempted to of tlie case of 
T. Stnnktfi tlmt memorable case, 
wberein a hospital surgeon and teacher of 
anatomy was amerced in damages for hav- 
ts| mistaken a piece of flint, of about an 
inch in diameter, and at the distance of 
nearly two inches from hU patient’s estuu 
patella, for s portion of that patella. If, it 
was argued at that time, hos]dtQl surgeons 
are to be exposed to loss of money and 
repulaiion for accidents of this description, 
how much worse iiiuat be the situation of 
the general practitioner! If the heads of 
the profession are not exempt from legal re- 
sponsibility fur their occasional mishaps, 
what is to become of the members of a 
suBOEDiNATE department of the profession 1 
It is evident that, if there were any ground 
for tlje supposition on which this argument 
is founded, namely, that low as the state of 
knowledge notoriously is among the per- 
sona styling themselves the heads of the 
profession, there is a still lower degree of 
intelligence and professional infortnation 
among the great body of medical practition- 
ers, such a state of things would of itself 
demonstrate (lie existence of a vicious sys- 
tem, and the necessity for medical reform. 
But the troth is, that the whole argument is 
founded upon a false and insolent assumption. 
I'iie men who call themselves Ute head* of 
the professiob are, in reality, as we have 
uniformly maintained, and repeatedly proved 
t» this douroil, at the M of that profesiion, 
They have, for the most part, obtained their 
situations throuf li the Htfiueuce of a corrupt 
(iyatcin, imd are decidedly WM'so informed,’ 
^ Iw ^sversani 


which medical science hnn *nnde in other 
countries, and, conNetiueiitly , less worlliy ot 
having the heaUh and lives ol the public 
confided to their care, than the msjitrity of 
that respectable and ouli|htiM:cd class of 
practitioners, which they have insolently 
denominated “ u svboeoinatb depanmebt 
of the profession.” One of the must bane- 
ful results of the systein of nepotism which 
prevails in the patronage of our public bas- 
pitids is, that all prospCCitof improvement, 
all chance of calling forth the vigorous 
efforts of unpttlromsed talent hy the en- 
couragement of freb competition, i« com- 
pletely cut off; if tlm root be rdtieti, the 
^oots must be feeble, knowledge will be 
tnlnsffiiUeil in a decreasing rntio, but Igno- 
rance will descend from siro to PuUi, or 
from uncle to nejfbew, like an heir-looin in 
a family. 

“ .ICtas parentum pejor avis tulit 
i'rogeniem vitiosiorem.” 

Wliat con more strikingly illuBirute the 
truth of this ).ositvon, than tli ■ eonfo^sioii of 
ignorance—thuugh the pOftwhilily of .sucli 
ignorance is scarcely conceivable— which 
we elicited, at i!io late Iriul, (lom the inoutli 
of Sir Asri EY CoopBftl When we asked 
that worthy Baronet whether lie was aware 
that it is the practice of furgeoiis in t'aris 
and Edinburg) I, afver thi y have tricii to ex- 
tract tluisioiie in vain for a certain lime, to 
send the patient tolled, what was his answer I 
VVe entreat the reader’s allention to tiii;. an- 
swer : “ 1 DO snr ksow or itiAT enAtrirri; ; 
I have studied at Edinburgh, aud been at 
Paris repeatedly, and seen operationa there, 
and uever saw the circumstnncc occur; KOit 
DID 1 £VKa iiKAB OF It ! !*' Suoh wss the 
worthy Baronet’s answer ; and wis are bound 
to believe that answer, fur otlmrwise we 
should be guilty of a libel by insinuating 
that the Worthy Baronet hs^ comiuitted au 
indictable offence, for the sides of obtaiuing 
a Verdict for his nephew. Sneh, thet»i V'u« 
iUe wor% l^ar^^t's (^oufesstpo^ mid what 
<tr» iUn fkWi Tboprtdica'of uthitJt Sir 
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ktTLix Coo^fin swore tliat he btd never 
lteard» was icnown to Franco in the seven- 
teenlh century — the operation m deux tenis, 
which Sir Astlky Cooper swore that he 
had never seen nor heard of) hint been sue* 
cessfull/ adopted by the French and 
Scotch surgeons from that period down to 
the present time* The practice of not per* 
sistiii«g to extract the stone after a certain 
time, when perseverance in Um attempt 
must lead to the almost inevilahle destruction 
of the patient, and when, hy prudence and 
forhearance on the part of the operator, the 
{latient’s life would, in all probability, be 
saved, is Insisted upon os well by ancient 
as by modern authoitiics. The books are 
full of cases illustrating the soundness of 
this practical rule, and the success with 
which it has been acted upon, W'hcn surgeons 
have been more solicitous for the safety 
of tlieir patients, than for the tclat of being 
couKideied dexterous operators, U'he prac- 
tice U distinctly detailed and recommended 
by all the best writers on litbolomy, both 
aufieutttud modern, by Celsus, by Albucasis, 
by Franco, by Calot, by Saviard, by Tolet, 
by Louis* by Heistei, by Haller, by ('ainper* 
by Percy, by Deschampa. and by Carpuc. 
Yet Sir Abtley Cooi’er swore that he had 

NEVER HEARD OF IT ! Mr. LlXARS, of 

Kdiuhurgh,has given publicity to many sue- 
ced;»i'ul cases of tlie operation en dmx temt, 
as performed in conionnity with the rule laid j 
down by all the best authorities. Yet Sirj 
Asi I.EY CoofKR swore, timt ns had never | 
HEARD Of IT ! I 

l^ow, if Sir Asteey Cooper, the pater- 
/analiaM of the surgical family at Ouy's and 
St. TkottUii's Hospital, be, upon Im Own 
confession in o court of justice, Ignorant to 
Utis extent, what must be the natural in- 
ference, u the knowledge of the junior 
branehes of thot aurgical famity t If Sir 
AfETDEY Coofxn has never heard of a prac- 
Hee taid donm by the beat authon ties, both 
ittcient and modern, on the subject of 
lithotbiry--“tf ^r Asrtiv" CoOper has 
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never seen, or heard of on opt^Tatjon per- , 
formed from tlie seventeenih century down, 
to tlm present time, by the best *Frenj^i 
surgeons — if Sir Astejey Copper standi 
self-convicted, upon his oath, of ibis degrea 
I of ignorance, what security, we ask, has 
the public for the kuowledge of the juniors 
jof Sir Astley’s toily,. holding official 
situations at Guy’s Thonias’s Hos- 
pitals'! What security has the public that 
Sir Asti.ey’s nephew, Mr. Key, of Guy’s 
Hospital, will be better iufonned'! ^' hajt 
security has the pablic that his nephevv, 
Mr. TvanELL, of St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
will be better informed T What security has 
the public that his apprentice, Mr.TRA VERS« 
of St. Tliomiis’s Hospital, will be better in- 
formed I What Security has tbo public ^at 
his godson, Mr* Green, of St. Thomas’s 
Hospital, will be better informed ? WliEt 
security has the public that his apprentice, 
Mr. Morgan, of Grty’s Hospital, will b« 
better informed! Finally, What security' 
had the public on the nvalanchuly oocisioa 
which produced the late trial, that his ii«*< 
phew, Mr, Hranbey CgueeR) would be bet- 
ter informed 1 

The system of nopotism that prevails in 
I the distribution of patronage at ourcliarita- 
jble institutious, is "foul, and stinks to 
I heaven.” Human life is sacrificed to it ; 

I medical scienco is sacrificed to it ; the cha- 
I raetdr and respectobility of die profession §H 
Sacrificed to it. /We repeat, that the in- 
; falUhle ooase%asoce of such a system is* 

! that if there be hiisonndneSf in the tcIoI, 
there will be weakness and rottenness in all 
the briAehea that derive their nourishmbnt 
from tbatrdot. 

We were not permitted, at the late trial, 
to go into the deituU ofihe ddlmpt systeni 
pTeVfcilfeg at Gu/i HoipHat. Although 
the dllegstiuu that Ml BiiA«s«Y Goonail 
owed his aiWatlott at t5uy.*a Hoapha! td 
corrupt Induehca t^aa deniated upon as a 
part of the auppdaed Ubet id the plaihUfl"a 
dedlhladdti ; aiii althougli w'e evi»«6ed nw 
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readiuei^ ljiy ti tojnitify 

tliftt ftUegatloD, and eotiM not, in fact, 
have answered the whole of tlie plaintilfs 
declaration without justifying it, yet the 
Court held, that the question of corrupt in* 
Huence formed no part of the issue. When 
we called upon hlr. BaNiAMiN Haerisok 
to state, upon his oa|^ whether he would 
have elected Mr. Braksby Cooper to the 
office of surgeon, in preference to Mr. Cal* 
LAWAY, had he not been the nephew of Sir 
Astley Cooper, he evaded tlie question, 
and the Court would not compel a direct 
answer. Let the reader look at this part 
of the evidence, as stated in Mr. Bransby 
Cooper’s own report. 

“ Mr. Wahley* Would yon have elected 
Mr. Bransby Cooper lo the office of surgeon 
only to the institution, leaving the anatomi* 
cal school quite out of the question, if he i 
liad not been the nephew of Sir Astley 1 

Lord Tenterden. He says, I cannot tell 
what 1 should have done in other circum* 
stances. 

Air, Benjamin ffarruon. It is quite suffi* 
cient for me to attend to the duties of my 
situation.’ ' 

Again, when we called upon Mr. Bkkja* 
MIN Harrison to say, whether he believed 
Mr. Bransby Cooper’s surgicsl skill to be 
supenor to Mr. Callaway’s, he evaded 
the question, and the Court again extended 
to him its protection. 

” Air, WahUy, Do you believe Mr. 
Bransby Cooper’s skill is superior to Mr. 
Callaway’s 1— No answer. 

Air, Wukley, Mr. Harrison, I ask you, 
on your oath, whether you believe Mr. 
Bransby Cooper’s skill is superior to Mr. 
Callaway’s'!— .r^niwr. I think he was s 
person peculiarly calculated for the office. 

Lord Tenterden. Vou are not bound to 
draw comparisons ; it is the most invidious 
thing j suppose they are both of equal skill.” 

; An invidious thing! Undoubtedly it wu 
tn .invidious thing; It vyss an invidious 
thing to question Mr. Bransby Coopbr’s 
captcity to fill tlin offiw of w?rgeon to Guy’s 
Hospital, or Mr. Harrison's fitneti to fill 
the office of Tfea|»urer, or ^ving elevitcd 
Mr. Bransby Cooper above the Hioul- 
ers of bis senior, because he was the lie* 


OUR HOSPITALS. 

I phew of Sir Aitlbv ; but these were the 
very allegations which were chsrged against 
us as libels ; these were the very issues 
which we were bound by our plea of jus- 
tification to substantiate. Be that as it 
may, law threw its shield over Mr. Ben- 
jamin HAiiitfeoN and over the system that 
prevuls at Guy’s Hospital. The charge 
of oorrnption, though declared upon ai a 
libel, «id justified by us in our plea, was 
held to lie irrelevant to the issue. The cor* 
rupt system at Guy's was a bit of sacred 
territory, from which we were warned off, 
whenever we attempted to nppioach. It 
was a sort of ponumum, a dark place be- 
hind the wall, within whose precincts our un- 
holy footsteps were not permitted to intrude. 

But, though law threw its shield over 
Mr. Benjamin Harrison, and over the 
system that prevails at Guy’s Hospital, 
was justice, was humanity satisfied! Or, 
rather, did not enough transpire, notwith- 
standing the technical trammels with which 
we were surrounded, to satisfy the public 
that the system of patronage purtued at 
Guy’s Hospital, is a corrupt system ? 
Mr. Benjamin Harrison stated in his 
evidence, that Sir Astley Cooper was ap- 
pointed consulting surgeon to Guy’s Hospi- 
tal; Sir Astley’s nephew, Mr. Bransby 
Cooper, surgeon, and Mr. Callaway as- 
fistant surgeon f on the 4th of May— all on the 
same day. Now let the reader look at the 
following evidence 

Afr, Wakley. Is Mr. Key, the senior 
surgeon of Guy’s, the nephew of Sir Astley 
Cooper 1 

Mr. Bofrnm, Yes, 1 believe ho is; ho 
msrried his niece, Sir. 

Is Mr. Morgan one of the surgeoas of 
the hospital !— Yes. 

Whose apprentice wae he t— The ippitn- 
ttce of Sir Attley Cooper, 

Mr, Key wa the apprentice of Sir Aittley 
Coopdr !— He was, I believe. 

Whose apprentice waa Mr, Cellawtty !■— 
The apprentice of Sir Astley Cooper, too. 

Is Mr. Callaway the senior of Mr. Btauby 
Cooper! 

Here Mr. Benjamin Marriion pitteed, 
end we shall not ettiily forget theimpressioo 
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which thiipBOie of Mr. Benjamin Harri- 
•ON niMle upon our miods. He could notf ap- 
parent!/, answer the question from recol- 
lection, for he referred to his book, and 
having referred to his book, he replied : 

Yea, Sir, he is. 

MuWakley. He is? 

Mr, JBenjamin Hairitm, Yes. 

Air, Wakky, Had you a consulting' sur- 
geon at Guv’s before the dth of May, 1825 1 
—No, Sir. 

You had not ?— No, Sir. 

Now can any rational man who reads this 
evidence doubt, that the three simultaneous 
appointments on the 4th of May were a 
job, or tlmt Mr. Bransby Cooper was put 
over the head of his senior, Mr. Callaway, 
not on account of his superior talents, but 
because he was the nephew of Sir Astliy 
Cooper 1 The transaction would apeak for 
itself, even if Mr. Benjamin Harrison 
had not evaded our question as to the com- 
parative merits of Mr. Baansby Cooper 
and Mr. Callaway, which question we 
maintain,— notwithstanding the observation 
that fell from the Court,— and whatever the 
law might be, every man of common sense 
must agree with us,— was most material and 
essential to the fair trial of the issue on 
which the jury were called upon to decide. 
If Mr. Benjamin Harrison believed that 
Mr. Callaway was a man of greater pro- 
fessional ability than Mr. Bransby Cooper 
—and it is evident that he did believe so, or 
he would not have evaded the question- 
why was the public, why were the sick poor, 
for whose benefit Mr. Guy left upwards of 

a QUARTER or A MILLION IH the Vti^H ij / 

Queen Anne, deprived and defrauded by 
the eyetm , of the advantage of Mr. Calla- 
way's superior talents, or of the talents 
of many who are, porhsps, auparipr to 
Mr# CallawayI Wo tty by Mr. 
HARRtaoM* it « RbtorSotts that* he 
aiouo gwfriii the hospiul j he alone distii- 
btttoi its psttonago ; he alone possesses all 
the ^wer, and all the iailueiice belonging to | 
the iuatitutiou ; and dial though the forms of , 
co^r^ofitUon mey bo kept up, the rest ofj 


GUY’S HOSPITAL 535 

the governors, under the present system, 
are mere ciphers.* We were not allowed 
to develop the workings of the corrupt sys- 
tem at Guy's Hospital in a court of jus- 
tice, but will the public consent be liood- 
winked 'f Did the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee show the same indulgence to Mr« 
Benjamin Harrison, which was extended 
to him in the Couitof King’s Bench ? Let 
any impartial man^hd the evidence given 
by Mr. Benjamin Harrison before the 
Parliamentary Committee on Anatomy, and 
die analysis of that evidence in the 26ith 
Number of thia Journal, aud then say whe- 
dier this gentleman does not come under 
the description of a iky witneu. That Par- 
liamentary Committee, with a gendeman 
at their head, whose active mind is ever 
on the alert to promote objects of public 
utility, and whose multifarioos, yet accu- 
rate and profound information pre-enri- 
nently entidea him, if we may be excused 
the pedantry of an expression, for its peou- 
lisr appropriateness, to be distinguished 
among public men, as voXv/iadeoTOTos,— that 
Parliamentary Committee showed no indul- 
gence to Mr. Benjamin Harrison. He 
tried in vain to set up his official cliazacter as 
a claim to the immuoities of concealment, 
and he was raked sufficiently to {4bce his evi- 
dence under a more disadvantageous aspect, 
than that of any other gentleman examined 
before the committee. It may be truly said 
that more equivocal, not to say equivocating 
testimony, was never published in a par- 
liamentary report. Of Mr. Benjamin 
Harrison’s private character, we have 
never beard anything that is notin a high, 
and even in an extravagaiit degree, en- 
comiaatic ; he is one of those persons whom 


* When our attorney Waited on Mr. 
Thornton, the president of Guy’s Hos- 
pitti, with a subpoena, “ Sir,” said Mr. 
Thornton, ** it as useless waiting ujkiu 
me } I know nothing of the stFairs of the 
institution ; the books and all are in the 
hands of Mr. Ha*rrison; he is the only 
peraon who can give iafoimadou I” 
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we new hear swollen of, but as one of tbe tbe iufamouB and disgracefuf practice against 
beat of mebj andwe wUl not imitate ibe which they were directed waa eorreetwl. 
iUiberality of those who contended, on a Private virtues ! Baht Mr. BekisssinH A n- 
late occtksioQ, that the pursuit of a humble nisow may be a saint, for aught we know, 
species of traffic, at one period of a man’s In the relations of private life, hut as the 
life, must necessarily incapacitate him from sole, and, biitfora free MKOiCAt prsis, the 
forming a correct judgment on matters of irresponsible manager of the affairs of Guy’s 
science at another ; we will not, we say. Hospital, he stands denounced by Sir Asr- 
imitate this illiberalit^ji^y insinuatlRg that, lev Cooper as a sinner, No reputation for 
because Mr. Benjamin Ha rbison, before private virtues, no advemitiqua dignity aria- 
he became tieasurer to Guy’s Hospital, in g from official situation, ought to scieen 
Carried on a trade in bottles to the great the conduct of a public officer from public 
Satisfoction, we believe, of his numerous scrutiny and animadversion* If My»Ilow- 
cuStOmers, he is therefore incompetent to land Stiphrnson, the Treasurer of St, Bar- 
superintend the eurgical department, and jthQlomew’a Hospital, had stood ip a witnixw- 
apply the immense revenues, of tliatinstitu- box, before his true eharaett r was detected, 
tion. We have nothing to do with his pri- 1 thesame shield would have been thrown over 
rate virtues ; but we denounce the system > him against a seorchiiig orosa^qxaminatiou, 
which he has pursued as a public officer of I which was e a tended over Mr, Benjamin 
Ooy‘s Hospital, as injurious to the interests | Habiusdn, Vet who shall say, that if cor<» 
Of the profession and the I'ublic. For thirty rupt influence in his capacity of Hospital 
yeaw he has reigned, in effect, tbe sole ‘ Treasurer, had been charged against Mr, 
despot of the hospital ; nearly every Howi and Steprsmson, before the deteo« 
Governor has, by this time, been elected ; tion of his appropriating propensities, it 
by his fi(A j he has had the power, if he might not have been highly «X|)edioot to 
had the disposition, to appoint men high in allow the utmost latitude of impiiry, not*> 
character and station, but little inclined to withstanding his unimpesohed, and sup* 
tike an active part in the atlhirs of the | posed unimpeachable ropuiationl 
hospital ; and the government of tbe insli- The fruits of the corrupt syatew that pro* 
tution under the mockery of corporate forms, vails at our jmhlic hospitals, ar« seen in iho 
like the government of the Homan empe- numerous cases of iguorance and iacompe- 
tors with the shadow of republican instiiu- leucy on the part of hospital funclionarii's, 
tions, is, in substance, an absolute unmki* which have hecu recorded in public jour- 
gated despotism. Let the jiroressiou, let | nals, though these, it muat be admitted, are 
the public, bear in mind, that the picture j few indeed, compared witli those which 
which we have here sketched, is not more have actually occurred. The destrucUou 
strong or highly-coloured than that which of Wlieeler from this cause, was record* 
was once drawn by the hand of Sir A stley ed by a Coroner’s Jury. The destructi(Mt 
Cooper himself. Yeir after year did Sir of others from the. same cause, is also 
Astley CoopF.tt denounce the system pur- recorded by Coroners’ Juriei* At ono 
sued at Guy’s Hospital, under the auspices of our publlfi hoppitals tbp operator, in 
and control of ALr*r Benjamin Harrison, attempting to petform the operation for 
with regard to the treatment of patienfs, as popliteal aiieurwm, t'«d the/finora/ ffisolife, 
infamotti and disgraceful— we use Ure focludtug, of coume, tha fain and artery , 
worthy Baronet’a own wordi, and it was and be 4lso iaaluded tha anfiriar ernmd 
not till pobUcity wai given in this Journal iiirael “ Enlarged ghindi,” sayaasprgeop 
to the worthy Baronet’a dmuwcifilona, Ibal of U* Gcor|e’i, 'Vara often 
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liemiM." TUene iliij** •J>«n no longer he i .pplientijm of forty iMcliee to tli* twiefiea 
coeceafod. We h«re eeen « hele athletic abdomen, by the protruaion of the head of 
men. who aupposed that ho had atone in a oliopping boy. Another Hospital Snr- 
his bladder, enter an operaUng theatre, geon, to whose turn it recently fell to W- 
where be was sounded with such eiolenoe. move au extensively diseased testicle, made 
that he was incapable of retttiaing to his his first inciaion over the awnd teaade.and 


home. He was put to bed ; violent inflam- 
mntiotf came on, and he became delirious. 

Hig bladder, as it WH afterwards discovered, 
liad been pimed by the sound ; the scrotum^ 
and the integuments at the louder part of 
the abdomen, mortified; in ten daya after 
the sounding. Ids sufferings were terminated ; 
and the unfortunate man, who entered 
the hospital sound, and hale, and healthy 
to seeh advice for a complaint which 
existed only in hia imagination, was dead> 
and perhaps dissected, before hia family 
knew what had become of him. Such are 
the exploits of the men, who styhs them- 
selves the heads of the professioa. Another 
hospital surgeon mistook a pebble, for a part 
of a man’s knee pan. though the man’s 
knee-pan was entire, and nearly two 
indies distant from t!ie pebble. Yet the 
same Hospital Bats, who swore the other 
day that an operation which they had not 
witnessed was scientifically performed— the 
some Hospital Bats, who are always on the 
alert to wing their way to a court of justice, 
when a colleague’s skill is questioned — the 
same Bats, who, like Day and Martin in 
the advertisements, are ever anxious” to 
prevent ex[)Os-uro— swore also, in the pebble 
tnse, that the patient had been scientifi- 
callv treated. 

Some of l)ie blunders of these hoapital 
functionaries arc of a less serious descrip- 
tion than most of tliose to which we have 
adverted, and parthke of the nature of tragi- 
comedy, or farce. Of the purely farcical 
description, was tliat memorable specimen 
of diagnostic skill, exhibited by Dr. Hewktt, 
tlie Cambridge l^ofoaior of Mediciue, wlio 
pronounced a case of pregnancy to be one 
of severe peritonitis, and who, after diligent 
fomcttletion, was only ftatraiaed fVom the 


the patient would probably have been emas- 
culated, if a dresser had not himself detected 
the error. This surgery 

of a gentleman oftTie sister kingdom, who 
once lield the situation of assistant aurgepp 
on board one of his INlajesiy’s ships of wgr, 
and who being required to amputate a man*# 
right leg, dismembered bis patient with 
great dexterity, but unfortunately dis- 
covered, wdieu the operation was completed, 
that he bad removed the Irft leg. This 
achievement was supposed to afford evidence 
of such singular acuteness, that his friends 
recommended him to quit surgery, and be- 
take himself to the bar ; whoro wo know not 
whether he has ever found bis match in 
law, though in surgery, and the exact 
sciences, he may certainly find his equal in 
Sir James Sc ahlktt. Another auiiopn 
has had the misfortune to perform the 
operation of lithotomy, when there was no 
stone in the bladder, not once, but in re- 
peated instances. Wlten a Fr^mh Abigail 
has had an affair of the heart, and lias given 
oa infant to France, she is said to have bail 
her maffienr, and the accident, ao far from de- 
stroying her character, is considered rktbcr 
a guarantee for- her future prudence ; but a 
repetitiott of these misfortunes will ruin 
even tlie reputation of a French Abigail* 

Nullum Numen abest, si sit Prudentia; 
n«s le 

Nos fucimus, Fortunn, Deam. 


Such are the men who atyle themaelvea 
the heads of the professiptt i such is the race 
of hoapital apprenticea, wfiwyi and noodles, 
who insolently domlueer over the great 
body of the profeasion I What, it has been 
naked, must the priesta have been in a 
country, where this god was a monkey I If 
auclv men were at the head of the profeaaioji, 
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irlM cottW be et iti teU^ The tnith i»» we 
repeat, that the highest degree of profei* 
aio&al haowledge and akih, as well at the 
greatest amount of intelVtgence and actirityi 
if to be found among that enlightened, 
though hitherto degraded claaa, which hai 
been atigmatised by the corrupt few, as a 
tuWrdimite departmeut of the profesiion. 
In ctmcilttnoD, we earae^y impreas it a* a 
rule of conduct! iubject to a few, and very 
few exceptions, on all who value the health 
and lires of those who ere near and 
dear to them: “ So tmg atthtprtmt ctnrupt 
f|^e?n of piUitmugi cmifmuM, avoid the men 
who style themselves the heads of the pro> 
fessioD ; above all, avoid the metropolitan 
hospital physicians and surgeons 


A Camptndium ^ tin Medicinal Proptrtm ef 
the Chlorides of Idme and Soda ,* and of 
their vm in destroying noxious e^uvia, and 
preserving the health <m hoard ships, and in 
worm dtmott*,— By Frederic Fisciiam, 
London, Kichardson. 

Tats pamphlet is neither more nor less than 
an advertisement of the Chlorides, as 
“prepared by Frederic Fiucham, manu- 
&ctuTi0g chemist, Manchester/' We are 
induced to notice it« however, as a conipen* 
dium of much that is valuable for the pro- 
fessional man to be acquainted with on the' 
subject of the Chlorides, and if Mr. Fincbum 
really prepares them bette r than any other 
chemist, we see no reason why the profes- 
sion should MOt know it. Several “ testimo- 
flies” from medical meD, as to their efficacy, 
are included; and a few hints on tlieappli- 
cation of the Chloride of Soda, far the 
prevention of hydrophobia, are thrown ouU 
in concluding his eompiidtum, Mr« 
Fiocltam adds the following remarks, iHrieb 
are worth the auentiou of veterinary aut^ 
geona.; 


-MR. 

*' I have been informed by • fnend who 
loit eeveral bortee from the glwdOT, the 
remainder being evidently ^«cled,^ml the 
disease was stopped by tiimg the Chloride 
of Lime plentifully in bii atablea, and 
waribing the nostrils of tho hones with it* 
Mr. Lacy, an extensive and highly reipeci* 
able coach proprietor of this town, has been 
using the Chloride ol Lime in all bit eilu* 
blishmenu, with marked advantage to the 
health of his horses : he informa me, that a 
few years since, he lost above one hundred 
horses from the glanders ; and the disorder 
was only prevented spreading irill further 
by fumigating his stables, and washing the 
racks and mangers, with the Chlorine gas ; 
but be was, of course, obliged to remove all 
his horses, at a conaiderable expense. 
Sprinkling the stables, and waribiog the 
racks and mangers, with the Chloride of 
Lime, is equally efficacious when the disor- 
dev rages, without removing any of the 
horses ; and byiti occasional use at night, 
10 purify the air of close and confined sta- 
bles, and mixing some with the white-wash 
for the walls, this and other infectious dis- 
eases may be prevented. It has also been 
beneficially applied to the grease in horses! 
the foul in bullocks, foot-rot in iheep, anU 
mange in dogs.” P. 51 , 


Portrait of JoknAbernethy, tsq.i Bigrmed by 
Turner, from a PdtUmg by Peour . Lon- 
don, Turner. 

Mr. Abernetuy, or, as he baa been ap- 
propriately styled, the “ chair negotiator,” 
is drawn in one of his most easy and agree- 
able costs of expression ; the position of 
the botiy, and limbs generally, is entirely 
free from restraint, TJ>e efforts of the 
artist, as indeed they always should be, have 
been chiefly directed to the face, which is 
admirably executed, and presents a most 
striking likeness of the eccentric originaL 
Apart from the face, some pirta of the 
pktttre nre not so well executed *s we 
could have wished ;but upon the whole it ia 
decidedly* the best portrait of Mr. Aber- 
net|»y |ii 9 t appoumd. 



USE m GOLD IN SYPHILIS. bS7 

' ottly tpokea of the efficacy of gold ia the 
GoU treatmeni of typhilis, aod i&qoired into 

rmnt and inwAtrate SyjdiUit, and ^5*® dnugera of wopting it. He nojit con- 
SffffhiHtie Erttptum $ ; upon tho In^icacy and •*derf it neceasary to show the dangers 
Dmmaf the MminittnUion of Mercury in accompany the administration of 

the Trealmenl of the game Digeate; wiih a Hut, in moat of the cases in 

XiuterUdion upon the Jntipkbgistie Treats mercury is injurious, it is asked whe- 
went. By Alix. LacRAKn, qf Jmientp disease, or the medicine, has pro- 

Jlf. D., doced the mischief. A very simple means 

exists, to remove every doubt upon the aub- 
[Cotninunicated by Mr» J. Bennett.] jectj it is only to study the efiects of mer« 


The object of the author of this work is 
shown in the title<page, viz. to procure the 
introduction of the preparations of gold in- 
vented by Dr. Chrestiaus, of Montpelier, in 
tko treatment of venereal complaints, in place 
of mercurial preparations. Gold, says Dr. L., 
like mercury, has an especial action upon 
our economy, and tends to remove from our 
frame a malignant virus which infects it. 
But, in the present day, there are many 
praetititmera, partisana of M. Broussais, 
who deny the existence of this virus ; the 
inevitable consequence of this opinion is. 
that it is not necessary to counteract syphi- 
lis by specific medicines. Dr. Legrand, 
who considers this opinion as absolutely 
erroneous, has thought it necessary to coun- 
teract it: and, in the second chapter, he 
has brought forward facts to prove that 
syphilis, although latent, exercises a dele- 
terious infiueuce over individuals and tlieir 
posterity. He hat. at the same time, en- 
deavoured to prove, that this disease, there- 
fore, is hereditary, and that it is specific. 
This point being established, we most ne- 
cessarily have recourse to a specific medi- 
cine to counteract syphilis; and Dr. Le- 
grand proposes the pharmaceutical prepa- 
rations which have gold for their hasis. 
Before minutely pointing out their efficacy 
in this case, he hus liiought it necessary to 
fill up a vacuum iu pharmacy ; he has shown 
the different modes adopted, in order to| 
procure the preparation from gold, at pro- i 
sent employed in medicine, and those he | 
afterwards applied. Ho then states ihej 
effects produced by these some prepara- 
tions, when they are introduced into our 
economy. He afterwards proves by 23() 
cases, many of which were under his own 
charge, the others verified by practitioners 
of almost every country, that gold radi- 
cally cures recent hjuI itiveterato syphilis- 
After Imviiig Stated the exeellout nnli-syphi- 
Utic properties of goldr Dr. Legrand in- 
quires with the slrictesi impartiahly, if the 
preparsUons from gold may ever be ad- 
sniuntered in vain, and if the adinims- 
traiion of it is subject to accidents. He 
seems to beve shown, incoittrovertibly, 
that the former case must be extremely 
tm, and that very serious accidents can 
itevit happen. Hitherto Dr. Legraud has 


cury upon persons^not affected with syphilis. 
The author of tl^||Kork before us, has gone 
into the mmea whence metal is dug up ; be 
has visited the workshops in which it is 
wrought ; and he has been able, by these 
means, to point out the horrible accidents 
which mercury, by its presence, may have 
upon the most important organs of our 
frame. When, say a he, we see the same 
accidents happen to persons who take mer- 
cury as a medicine, there can no longer re- 
main any doubt of Uie deleterious action 
which it exerciaes over our economy. But 
Dr. Legrand goes further; he has proved 
that, in u great number of cases, the ad- 
ministration of mercury has not been follow- 
ed by success ; that sometimes it does not, 
in any degree, mitigate the disease ; that 
very often, after having effected a partial 
cure, the disorder breaks out again with in- 
creased severity, under a form much more 
hideous, after an interval of time, in dura- 
tion infinitely variable. To prove this last 
assertion, the author has cited facts, and 
quoted the testimony of authors the roost 
favourable to the employment of mercury. 
Having stated thus much. Dr. Legrand’s 
work goes to prove the superiority of the 
preparations gold over mercurial pre- 
parations. After a few remarks upon the 
therapeutic method, which consists in op- 
posing all venereal symptoms, by the ap- 
pUcatiou of warm water and leephes, and 
haviug slated from facts the dangers of Uiis 
new' method, which is called the antiphlo- 
gistic treatment, Ite has given 150 exam- 
ples of cures performed by gold, in coses 
where mercury lias only effected a tempo- 
rary relief, or been absolutely inefficient. 
When mercury could not eradicate from 
the* economy the syphilitic virus, and espe- 
cially the secondary forms of syphilis, many 
of whicli were truly hideous, mercury, 
which had permitted their development, 
and where every other usually adopted 
auti-syphilitio medicine had proved inef- 
fioacious in the treatment of these disgust- 
iug affections, gold perfectly dissitiuted 
I them. In Uie last chapter, which is an 
[epitome of tire wliole work. Dr, Legmnd 
enumerates all the ndvantages of the sys- 
tem he advopates, and all the iucouve- 
tiicnces and dangers of Uie mercurial 
method. The most remirkuhie passages of 
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tins ehapler, ar«, midouVtedly, tliow in i 
which h(* specilies the great supt riority ofl 
gold over mercury, in thoroughly destroy-* 
ing that inftoence which the syphilitic | 
virus exercises over roan and his posterity 
(noticed in the first chaptej). So that the 
man or the woman who has had the mis* 
fortune to he tainted with syphilis, once 
cured by gold , may marry with perfect secu- 
rity ; they will have healthy children, which 
they could not hope for, liad they been 
cored by mercury. Thempmanj infected 
during |»regDancy, wouldafrrive the same 
advantage by the treatment w'ith gold ; 
whereas mercury would not exempt her 
from bringing an infant into the world, 
having all the symptoms of hereditary 
syphilis. 

05? EXTRACTION’ OT THE TEETH. 

j&jjtMn, John Palm EH Dr La Foxs. 


fancy, no operator can bfr eiccused for either 
wilfully or ignorautly tmwln§ hii victuNs ; 
fur supposing him occaaimmlly to succeed in 
leurtHg away a tooth by the clumsiest of all 
pofsihle means, such* success will afibrd 
very little consolation to the next unfortu- 
nate patient, who is probably doomed to bt; 
miseiiihly mauglcd by the use of a huge 
pair of tongs ; when a judicious operator 
would have relieved him with the utmost 
facility. 

Although nothing has been advanced by 
your eorrespondents in the slightest degree 
i alfecting the facts set forth in my first com* 

I mnnication, still for the information of those 
I who may imagine they know’ something of 
the subject, it may be thought incumbent on 
me to advert generally to your correspon- 
dent’s observations ; one of whom, while he 
concurs with me in giving tho preference to 
I the key instrument, evidently misander* 
1 stands ine when ho contends, (very propm*- 
ly) that “ in some cases the forceps are in- 
dispensable, as in the removal of the inci- 


To the mior of The Lancet. j 

When my paper felative to the Extrac- i forceps are to he for ever fixcluded, and 
Uon of Teeth was offered to the public, S never to he used in cases of minor import* 
through the medium of a W’ork so exten- 1 anee ; this will be seen by the ftdlowing 
sively circulated as The Lancet,*. W as- (extract, “ the use of such an instrument 
sured, 8ir, that it was not subjected to the (in allusion to the forceps) is highly ob* 
critioism of thousands, without due delibe- ! jeotlonahle in all those cases where the key 
ration, witiiout my h«>ing satisfied that every I is genendiy used.” The same gentleman 
point was established on loo firm a basis, to j speaks of the 6rwki>ig dmn of the idvo.Tlar 
be shaken by any ottach thnt might be made I process as a tnatlorlof courso ; but on refer- 
upon it. * jence to the diagram, hemayl>e convinced 

For the better elucidation of those argu- j that the lateral nction is not so great as bo 
menif, to raise them beyond the reach of! imogin.^s; indeed, with the majority of 
ituxperieueed cavilli^re, th^y were accompa- 1 cases the socket will scarcely he enlarged ; 
Died by explanatory diagrams; whereby, | a very small portion of the thin edgemay* 
with common attentiou,tikey might have been ; sometimes adbtMC to a tooth, having its 
understood by persons of the meanest caj»a- ! fangs considerably extended, or curved ; 
eity, provided it III their purpose to com- ‘ but such is the elasticity of the bone, that, 
prehend them. even under these cirouiustances, such an ac- 

If my reosoning evinces so much weak- cidentrarelyoccurswilhanexpertandcare- 
nees, let my opponents try to do that which ful operator. 

I in vain attempted before it went forth to Another of your correspondents contents 
the world, let them analyse it, mul ex}>oae himself with merely affirming that which 
the errors, proceeding paragrarh by (yard- hus never been disputed, vis, the possibility 
graph, a moile calculated to have more of extracting ** hundreds, nay, ihousands of 
weight with those persons who are in the teeth with a pair of forceps;” most j«di- 
hahit of drinking for themeelvcs, thanvaU ciously nvuiling himself ol a saving clause 
the ovasive and unsupprted asserlioos they with reference to the molar ivetli, whioli ha 
may feel diejmsed to indulge in. very ingeoioasly specifies in a separate pa* 

Your observation, Sir, that overy man ragraph, wliera.WMthout venturing to kurtice 
who attempts the extraction of teeth, ” has the proportionate numbir of failuras expe. 
n fashion of his own,” is, indeed, bat too rimiced in making the gttempt with 
tfue, and a very had fashion it treouently instniment, he merely speaks of ustof^ for 
proves to the unfortunate aufferer, as thou* that purpose a ” larger and 8tTon|w pair of 
sands could annually testify; but, as with forceps for tiie molar tcetii,” hut, owing pro« 
ail tooth extraction, tliere Is decidedly u bably to an mot in the manuscfipt, or in 
right method and a wrong one, sinee the the printer, the sixe of the forceps is mag* 
tfifidtit flpfrandi does not dejiend upon mere nificd to a most ludicrous extent. 

'Plje subjeet under discussioa is airtmew- 

* Vol.l. ptgeffO. ly whether we can <moi»idnaHy iticeeed TO 
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extracting a tootK^y means of the forceps, 
but whether they be supetior to the key 
instrument, the sward being in favour of 
that which lias been attended with the 
greatest number of sucoessful operations, 
always supposing the experiment to have 
been made with an equal number of cases ; 
with this view of the subject, let me ask, 
whether any of the advocates for perpendi- 
cular extraction (as they me pleased to 
term it) will venture to submit to such a 
trial us I now propose, having first atten- 
tively read my statements, ami being al- 
lowed the extensive privilege of using any 
instrument whatever that grasps the tooth 
between two edges, or claws, will they con- 
sent to divide with mo, equally and equi- 
tably, a given numbar of patients requiring 
the extraction of molar teeth, however de- 
cayed theyiBf^ be (but not loose), and will 
they agree that publicity be given to the 
defect tlmt must inevitably gwait so hope- 
less an attempt ! 

As to those sciolists wlio are not yet 
awakened from the delightful dream of their 
infallible pincers, if they expect to succeed, 
their first obiept must be to contrive, that 
the teeth of the rising generation shall be so 
improved, both in their form and texture, 
that tliey no longer cling to their sockets 
with such persevering teiiaeity, nor conti- 
nue so prQvokingly brittle, as to present the 
hitherto insurmountable barrier to their 
darling enterprise. 

I rmnsin yours, &c. 

f J. P. Be La Fon's, 
14, (ieorge Street, lUnQver Square, 


ON ErU>EJUC»- 

By ])r. Forstku, of Cheltn^mh 


To thi Krlitor of'VttK Lancet 

Sir, — O bserving, in a hue Number, some 
(ibservatiQns on llu* pestilence at Alexan- 
dria, and also on liie epidemic raging at 
Paris, I hasten to commuiiicate to you some 
remarks I havu inade mpAquilemy in 
ral, as ifiey serve ai h hint to help the 
inquiries of the iiiedical committee 
engaged in an investigation of tlte subject at 
Paris, who, no doubt, see yoiir widfly-ex- 
tnitded mispellnt-yf After a hburhms in* 
vestigation of 4he progressive symptoms 
hud topologidal hUtory of epidemic, and 
l^liilontial dlaeoses, wuldh have for many 
yehrs ehgagetl my atteptipu, I W 1 am 


capable of drawing the following general 
conclusions : — 

1. That epidemic disorders, iucludiag a 
very largo class of complaints no^ hilherio 
reckoTied epidemics, ovre their origin to 
peculiar conditions of the atmosphere, which 
iiappen at incalculable periods, from time to 
time, in every part of the world, having a 
particular range and terra of duration. 

That the above is the grand tixciivig 
emite of pestilenpe and epideiny pf every 
sort j while th^iycumstance, that it is only 
a portion of t®\populatioB on which the 
epidemic bane ^he to Bitov of antiquity) 
falls, leads me naturally to Ipuh for tbc pro- 
di^onmt miva neceasavy to the disease, in 
peculiar conditions of the individual cpnsti* 
tutions of the patients. Contagion and 
inoculation, as adjunct meam of propagatioUf 
only apply to a few varieties of epidemics, 
as plague, small-pox, &c. ; and even in 
these disorders are to be considered as acci- 
dental, and feeble sources pf (be spread of 
the disease, compared with the irradiating 
progressive motion of the atmospherical ex- 
citant over extensive districts. 

3. 'I'hat this alinospherical poison, vari- 
ous as it is at ditferent limes, is closely ton* 
nected with electric changes perpoliially 
going on in the air, but w hich arc aided and 
modided by innumerable forms of malaria, 
which constitutes a sort of interveotionid 
medium, through which the morbific power 
of the elect! ical excitant is exerted. I 
have by me, an immense and aulheniio 
catalogue of epidemics. 

To the development of the existing rela- 
tion between the ejrci(tH» sod the pretiis- 
fwncHt cousn of disorders of the class 1 allude 
( 0 , 1 have devoted much time ; and 1 hod, 
in your Lancet, announced a siuall work on 
this subject, which owing to a trifling delay 
in the printing-office, arisiug from my bad 
caligraphy, (or, rather, calegraphy,} is not 
yet ready Aw publication, hut which will 
appeor in a W’eek or two. In this 1 shall 
fully develop the truth of my opinion re- 
specting the origin 

inflamnuitory mture of the prtdii)Hinenl ; and 
while 1 can sliow tliat, fbr the latter, tiie 
antiphiogutio treaiw^U is the only rational 
oaq, it will appear that Hippocrates and the 
oncieutu were right, in relying *>« t^ug* of 
fiirna the permanent remedy. Meanwhile, 
as there is an inquiry going on of so im- 
portant a natural I f*?®! disposed to antici- 
pate thus much for the use of those who 
h|Te mure time, means, aod ability, to pur- 
sue it, than Ihnre at present. 

,1am, Sir, 

Yours ttuly, 

* T. Forbtxr. 

Chelmsforth Jastttoiyi 10^0. 



iO HEMITTEHTJEVER-DOCTOR ANlflk'*POTHECAIlY. 


tONDON MEDIGAI. SOCIETY. 

iHondajf, January 19) 18^9. 


Tuer&wm t t(deniblr full atiendftne« of 
members this eTening ; but tbe proceedings | 
were of tbe some “hole and comer’* charac- 
ter ti those of the Westminster Medical 
Society a fortnight since. Our re{)orter 
having been refused admisi^, we can give 
110 partioulars of what lo<£ place; but we 
have been since informed, tliat after a pro- 
tracted discussion, a ballot was taken, and 
Mr. Lambert was expelled, although he had 
not been himished wiUi any notice of the 
charges brought against him. 


** grty hepatization” of another author ; it 
was likewise adherent to th« middla of 
tlie same side, which was Inbercular j Ihare 
was likewise a dilatation of one of the bton* 
ebial tubes, which oommumcited witli a 
small cavity filled with tubercular matter ; 
the left lung was khercular, and both bags 
of the plura contained a tmall quantity of 
I fluid. The kidneys were rather enlarged, 
and preaented a remarkable lobulated ap- 
pearance, bat, on cutting into them, ap- 
peared healthy. The liver waa pider tlian 
i natural. The arachnoid membrane of Urn 
brain waa rather opaque , and the lateral v w- 
|tricles contained a tmall quantity of fluid. 
The man wu very much addicted to 
drinking. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


REHITTENT FEVEB, WITH DISEASED LUNCS. 

— — , admitted nnder the care of 
Br. ElUotson, about three weeks ago, com- 
plaining of considerable weakness ; it was 
likewise discovered, after his admission into 
the hoepital, that he was labouring under n 
remittent form of fever; and, on being 
questioned, atated Uiat he had slept at Green- 
wich, the night previons to his admission, in 
n damp bed (but it was with the greatest 
difficulty he was made to understand any 
question put to him, being very deaf). 
^Iphate of quinine was prescribed, which 
removed the febrile symptoms; but he still 
complained of great wtakness, and to this 
was added a frequent cough. On applying 
the Btetlioscope to the superior part of the 
rig^t side of the chest, the respiratory 
sound appeared distinct, and percussion 
elicited a sound similar to that produced on 
striking the leg or arm ; from these symp- 
toms^ Dr. ElUotson thought there was 
chronic infiammstion of the lungs ; but, in 
consequence of the difficulty of either mak- 
ing the patient speak, or understand, no 
cmeet diagnosis could be formed ; uotliiug 
particular was doue, and he continued in 
this state till Thursday, the 9tb inst., when 
he died ratlier suddenly. 

Faamimtum (f th« Bi)dy, 

On opening the cavity of Ae chest, there 
was a small quantity of lymph cflfused on 
the convex surface of the superior lobe of 
the right lung, wliich was rtkewiso hepa- 
tized ; and, on making an incision into it, 
preaebted, very beautifully, the appearance 
described by Laenuec, “ the infiltration of 
tubercular mMtef into tbs bfonchisr/’ or the 


STADOGEE BETWEEN DOCTOtt, APOTHECABY, 
AND DEATH. 

Thomas Grey, Ktat. 17, of sound consti- 
tution, a groom, admitted lit December, 
1828, under the care of Dr. Roe, labouring 
under synochus, accompanied with an ery- 
sipelatous inflammation of the right leg. He 
had been ill eleven days, and ascribes his 
attack to having drank cold water when 
I heated after exercise. Pulse 90, full; 

I tongue furred ; bowels constipated. A pill 
1 of five grains of calomel and ten of cathartic 
'extract, to he swallowed directly ; i dose of 
I house physic two hours after, and this 
draught thrice a day ^ 

SulphuU if ipiimf gr. j. 
iN/urien of rotes, one ounce. Mix* 
Fomentatiotis to ilte leg. Spoon diet. 

2. Passed a restless night ; bowels well 

i open ; fever abated. Venesection to 12 oz. 
Discontinue the quina. Three grsins of 
calomel, and a grain of opium, every night. 
A purge to be token occasionally. 

3. The bowels freely acted upon by the 
aperients. Pulse 100, small and feeble ; 
has no oppressive sense of debility. Tbe 

i erysipelas of a deeper colour, and extend- 
ing up tbe thigh. Mr. Bond ordered sago 
and wine. 

4. Dr. Roe countermanded the sago ond 
wine, Fifteen leeches to tbe inside of the 
tldgh ; fomentations, and this mixture ; 

aslti, three drachms ; 

Tatirt»tt f antimimy, one grain ; 
Tofirats one drachm ; 

Ifisfsr, eight ounces. JUit, Oneotmoe 
thrice a day. 

8* Slouglunf has commeneed nboye the 
•nele, extending about four inches upwards. 
Bowels open ; piilse 89, smull, irregular. 
Fomefntations, Mr* Bond gave lago, and 
foar otuees of jmrt wini« 



BElTlSED LEG-AMPUTATION* 


54V 


10. CoQ&toiitnce Duelled; ekin hot usd I 
dry; tongue covered with » brown Cur; 
pedee quick end tmaU. Dr. Roe ordered 
the wine tobedisconUnued. Fifteen leeciiea 
to the knee ; poultice of ^Uneeed meal and 
bread ; five graina of the inapiaaated juice 
uf hemlock every night. 

1*. The slough has sepnrsted, leaving a 
clean granulating surface. Copious puru- 
lent discharge. An abscess formed on the 
outer side of the biceps of the right arm. 

16. The erysipelas has affected the other 
leg ; several small abscesses have formed in 
different parts of the body ; prostration of 
strength. . . 

10, Slooghy spots of about an inch in 
diameter have formed on both legs. PuIm 
90, feeble ; tongue clean ; appetite good ; 
bowels free ; psin and swelling in the left 
knee«joint Low diet. 

19. Had a sleepless uight. Pulse «pid 
and feeble ; countenance pallid and anxious ; , 
profuse discharge of pus from both legs, and j 
the arm. Low diet ! 

Much reduced in strength, and ema- 
ciated. Ordered wine and sago, by Mr. 
Bond, the Apothecary. 

^3. The patient has all along continued 
taking hia saline and aniimonial mixture. 
Dr. Hoe countermands the stimulants given 
yesterday. 

50. Daily reduced in strength ; appetite 
lost; face hectic; tongue brown, dry ; 
pulse 80, tremnloua and weak; sixteen 
leeches, fomentations, snd afterwards poul- 
tice to the knee. 

51, Twelve leeches, fomentations, and 
the following medicine. 

Mr- .4* 


sion from drinking ardent spirits, tud hav- 
' ing accidentally entangled himself in the 
traces of a dray -cart, the horses took fright, 
and the chain, which was coiled about bis 
leg, completely broke it at the first motion 
of the horses. 

On admission, the wound was found to 
extend from the middle of the external belly 
of the gastrocnemius, as far down as within 
an inch of the external malleolus. No bleed- 
ing took place from the lacerated surface. 
The inebriel^Vd abated. 'I’here was a 
peculiar expression of acerbity and suspi- 
cion in tlie countenince, a prstcmstural 
quickness of perception ; and ho stated, 
that he had s universal sense of pain through 
the body. Pulse 100, moderately full, ine- 
Kular, and intermittent; respiration hur- 
ried. 

Mr. While arrived at one o clock, p. m. 
The man had become calmer ; the featurea 
were more placid, and the polae ateadier. 
After consulting Mr. Guthrie and Mr. Hard- 
ing, Mr. WMiite amputated the limb. The 
first incision was made four inches below 
the tuber tibi® ; the flap was formed of the 
muscle of the calf ; five arteries were taken 
up ; and twelve ounces of blood were lost. 
In the evening, he complained of much 
pain, subsultus of the masses. Pulse If 6 ; 
tongue furred. He took the following 
draught at bedtime 


Wine of iptfcactumha, 20 minims ; 

Spirit of ilimterems, S drachms ; 

Camphor julep, an ounce. Mix. 

allowing medicine. | 

iVine Jmudmi wfrm ueds, Silraclime ; nigl.t ; lied a copioue dejection. A dre^m 
ElZnik,. S dredun. ; I of F.,.eom ..lie to be taken every three 

Spearmint water, 6 ounces. Mix. One j hours in peppermint water. , . 

ounce every four hours. ! Four p. m. He is 

Blough extending; great discharge of pus. countenance wan, and anxious ; 

Evening. A doaen leeches to the knee, ing ; perception morbidly acute ; reco^ises 
1 n-w dirt Still ’ ' I individuals ; but refuses every thing in the 

g Jan, 1829. Patient exceedingly feeble ; ' shape of food or beverage, which he decltrea 
fi: londiniim. Dr. 1 to bo iKiisoD. ** A delusive image is thrust 


fisces Hippocralica ; tremor tendinum. Dr 
Hoe ordered him wine and porter, and nn- 
trientdiet ! . , » 

f). No favourable change m the general 
health ; alougb appears disposed to separate ; 
siippu ration lessened . 

7. Died this morning. Permission was 
not given to exsmino riiebody. Tlius Dsath : 
was the conqne^, thmigh merely s looker- ' 
no* . 

CnUSHttl tXC— AMPtJTATIOir. 
MotwiBsrnos, tged 49. brosd-huat, mus- 

CttUr, of ssngttineoas temnersmeat, by oc- 
oupstion s sosvenget snd duitm^ i wss 
brought Into Mittliew Ward. 1 st JJecember 
liitimo, St H A.tib, wHh his legjornoff 
Early in ths ttwniing h« lost his self-ro«>e»- 


1 to he iKiison. ** A delusive image is thrust 
Itipon the subjugated understanding, which 
is incapable of resisting, because uncon- 
tcioua of attack.’' Respiration burned; 

[ frequent gaping ; voice strong and sonorous ; 
puls© 130. excessively feeble ; tongue fur- 
red and tremulous, . 

Ordered to take generous diet and stimu- 
lants. , , 

Eight p. M* Has not taken any refresh- 
Iment. StlU continues vigilant and suspi- 
cious ; pulse cannot be counted. Mr. W Jiite 
arrived at eight p. m.. and continued with 
him till one*in the morning. Brandy was 
forcibly conveyed into hit stomach ; a large 
quantity of opium, both in solution and pill , 
was admiuiitered, with the greatest iwai- 
duity and perseverance, by Mr, White, hut 
iineffeclually ; the symptoms progressively 



TUAIOUll.'-TIYl)nOCELE.--rRACTURED SKULL. 


hi% 

bpctwne worse, and the man died at a quar* j 
ti*f before two* | 

The kindred of the patient did not allow 
an inspection of the body. 

TUMOUR OF TUB BUF-AfiT. 

IVofes-sor Guthrie excised a tumour from 
the hreustt of iMary Bote, KUh Decemher ; 
it was of a lobulated, fatly kind, and ex- 
tended from the left clavicle clown to the 
lower edge of the dtli riL. The patient, 
who is -lo years old, stntsGn'luit the tnmoar 
has been twenty-two years in growing to its 
present magnitude, hut that it has not given 
her any pain till witiiiii the last month. A 
straight incision was made directly down- 
wards, and the tuiiioilr dissected out. ^’o 
arteries were tied. 


John Murphy, «lat. t‘9, stout, and of u 


ST. BAKTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

r!<riSED WOtfND OF ttlR BCALh, WITH 
FRAOTVRt OF tlfE SKULL* 

Dennis Con.vel, mtat, 35, slightly made, 
was admitted into No. 17, iluhere s (buck) 
Ward, under the tiiie of Mr. Lawrence, ut 
lialf p«st one, October 13* AVhile eogaged 
in excavating, a stone 1‘eil upon, his htuid 
from u height of S?5 feet. There is a w-ound 
in the scalp three inches in lengtlt, crossing 
portions of the |tniietnl and frontal bones, 
and nearly in the dlie.:iion of the anterior 
superior angle cf the parietal bone. No 
fiaclurt' underneath the wound, hut at 
about three-fourths of an inch from it along 
the frontal, near to its union with the lett 
parietal, a hiteture can bo distinctly ascer* 
tained with the linger : no depress;on. Ihe 
lelt eye is much injured.^ The accident 
hiUoastemoerameut, admitted Decrmher JO, i^’ceurn d three (puu ters ot an hour beiore 
witli ijydrooide oi the right testicle, '1 his ' uduiisslon. The patient has been sick, and 
had gradually accumuiau-d t ; its existing' 'omitcd. Ho has waiked liom a coach at 
bulk, during tlie live prccediui; inoiiUis. door, to bed, t>ome tiuoslions e an- 

yearago he wasaiikied witli lae 5 t venerea,;®'''^''- rati-^ua**}'. others lUGoherewtiy. r- 
aud treated with mercury, both in pill and ' deied tl.c head to bo shaved, the lips of Oie 
unguent. The Trou ssor d.-terniiuea him- ;«'ound to be brought together by adhesive 
self to umh rtake the operation, which he ; ami a cold lotion kept over it. 

partial! V uriueve.1 17 lit Decuniier. ; to be taKeu Irom 

The man was hv uffht forward before the tiui urm. a liose ol ch omel and jalap unme- 
great chiiurgioHl .iigmU.y, w!..) '.lirnst out Thately. and house physic lU u few hours 
his sinister uieitfi, and embraced the scro- uilerwan.s. , , , , i 

turn. Jiuv.ng mad ,' the usual prepHraiorv U- n. l-owel» nave been moved three 
inciaion, ami shielded the stiletto with !iis : times. The !eu eye i. compleudy closed, 
dexter index,!;- piinccd l!;C “ vasty deep,- a ‘1“'^ mtum;:sccnce unmnd both eyes, 
of the muin.c.scmae. and liberated four ' Hw, *.lt much mtd.ncd to sleep^^ s ept 
ounces of pellucid scrum. Duri:i- these deul during tlie night. Head ruther 

proceedings the illustriouH suritc oii deliver* P'dntul ; puUe b t, longue brown. \ .>. . o 
<hI the fofhnvinjj; CViidcunftifHurks : — ;iu ounces. ^ i , i 

“ All. my man. 1 see vou have keen a' T>. tomewhat hot er; com- 

very devil amonust the lilrls. Tim uuvm* i }>ituns ol more paiu under the laceration, 
ha/uever seen, mail her ifaaice. so umn-iHaa |us«ed n resd^-ss night, and ausw^us 
Ktrous an appMidosre ; but never fear, lad, i quesitoua w.lli da icully and confu^mn. 
wchi c.>on hi , eg It to its naTral size,-- : i’oni;ue dry, s.tu Iml. pulse quick, and 
Kgad. ti>o’, this is not u sound teuicle. No, ■ The howeU l.ave ham (reely opened, 
no , we shall plav t!.e devil here if we in- ;Ti.o blood ihut lias bovu ukeu away, much 
ieci. Wc’ii tickle h;iu up with h tivc-gruin iMhAined. 1 ake I I minces from the arm, 
blue pill, night and mondng, uud scour hUl Hmher liettcr; take away iiorn 8 to 
guts out Witii cherry iiraiidy,* and rest ou : HI , , . 

our o.r. a bit. V ./u aaj ) ou l.a.o brou on 17- 1 aonJideraU^ bottar, and dw. no 
tho Continent, eh! I see you hare l,ecuj5<>«'l>>i““ ."""y P""' ‘ 

d— d iuiontiaent.” I «*«»■»'>■•<»<>« »>>“>“ Ibe yomd ; 

A sliaht indn’-iimatlon occurred sponta- ■ ^JP *1'® I*?? ®P.““ f W*' 

neoualy in U.e icaticle) cold lotiana irore! lias contmued to recover w.tliout 

applied; camphor tvaaatrddentallyindoded; any mterroption, nod a now luring tli. 
in the fu st application, 'wliich led Mr. ; Whspiial perfectly cured. 


Vfhile to relate two ca'iesiu which caiuphor, 
applied to the scrotuin. Imd affected the 
fiyatcm iltlcteriouidy. The testicle ismucli 
latgci than nalmv.l, but there is no ffuid io 
the tunica vagiuiiis. 

* House purge. 


ruACTuttE OP tft* itinuoir. 

Joseph Morris, «elat. 43, a carman , and 
healtliy-lookiiii man, admitted into Harhry • 
Ward, under the cate of Mr. Earle, at three 
o'clock, OctoW 17, wai knocked d«wa b)r 



MS 


AMi A'ATION of the leg. 

a violent blow on tlio chest, with the pole the eare of Mr* Lawrence, with a tumour 
ofa hiichueycaach, in Bridge Sueet, lilack* over the anterior and upper part of the 
friars* iie waO taken into a surgeon's, who iibula. The patient atatea, that it must be 
hlod Ikim, gave him a;u!ric‘nt mediciu;;, and ten years since siie first observed a emaU 
sentbim io the hospiud. There is frattutc hard tumour proceeding, as she was in- 
of the sternum, With depreasiou of the up- diiced to suppose, from the head of the 
]H’r portion, and slight emphysema across | fibula, and connected to it. It continued 
tlie chest. He is iii great p'ath. Twenty in pvoity much the same condiiioa for five 
ounces of blood to be taken from tbe arm in j years, without giring any pain or incoiive- 
the evening, and the rih belt to be applied. | nieuce. Five yeai'S ago, when measured 
13. Unit pasaod n restieeij night, und lias ground, it caused this leg to appear half an 
great diificnlty in brofttliing. l/ulse feeble inch thicker UiatMiie. other* l5ubs«(|uently 
and quick; bowels much relaxed. Take she felt ocuaeionSs^ain in it, and chiefly at 
10 graifii of compound powtlcr of i]»ecacii- tlio changes of weather. Until last Septem- 
auha immediately, and repeat it every six brr, it occasioned her no inconvenience; 
l»our.s if ncce.ssary. slie tJieu felt it a little more stili'and paiu- 

r.). Bowels quiet, Has passed a better fill tlian usual ; the chief uneasineBS was ex - 
night; hroathing still diflicult; rxpecto. periencud when kireeliug. In October lost, 
rates much purulent matter ; perspires she walked from London to liampstcad and 
freely ; pul ec feeble. Take three grains of • back, without fi eliug much pain. A month 
anlimonial powder in a pill, and five grains ago, Mr. Luw'rcnce saw the tumour at the 
of the nitrate of jmtass, in a mixture, every ! patient's home ; it was then much less than 
four hours. jit is now*, and so Imrd, as to cause him to 

Ifd, Complains of much pain about the ! dauht wliether it wiu r. jr, w.».U;'s«. It is 
cliest ; breathing frequent, short, and dif- 1 now rat!;er larger than the half of a pretty 
licuU ; pulse IH), small, and linrd ; ton ue ! large lemon, ajvpp.rently firmly connected 
wliite, but moist; bowels open. Take | to the head and upper pan of the iihula. 
away JO ounces of blood, by cuppiUiT, from j 'i lu re i.s a degree of elasticity in .some parts 
hetwcon the sliouldeis. Leave ollTlie for- (of it; but, in tdl other parts, firm and hard, 
nu'r ntedicines, and tuko eight grains of the | presenting to Mr. Lawrence’s raiiui, almost 
nitrate of icitass, and leu minims of the decided sunptoms of/ini^»!i /ui7;tan«/es. I’here 
tincture cfdigimli;>. lu an ounce mid u half of sis one gland in the pvoin, directly over tlie 
almond mixture every ah. imur?. \ femorai artery. W'hicli appears lo be shglitly 

2^i. KK|iec.l!)raiion suil considerabl-.*. Has j enlarged on each side, I he pvibn' i.s quick, 
a comslnut cough: pain not :?•> violent inUni.-;ue ebae, and the patient is altogether 
tile cliest ; puhe freqvim.t ami bard : bowels favounibh* for tb(?( operation, which Mr. 
relaxed. Take Ouncta of blood from be* Lawrence looks upon as her only chance, 
I ween the ahouldors by cupping. He, heuvevov, rei|ueiU‘d that Ms ssrs. Viii* 

:i L Has been relieved by the csippiug, cent and Karle should see the cnp,e. These 
Init continues to complain of pain in the gentlemen look upon the nature of the dis* 
chest, r.very time In: hreathes, supposes i ease lu doulstful, nod rs-commend thot, at 
lie feidan portion of tiie sternum projecting h ast, the tunnuir be punctured. tluU its isi- 
into the I’liesT, Tiieio is now no irregula* ternal slvnctuve niuy be ascertained, before 
rity a?iCet tuiir.tble of ihe Bts'inuin. The belt the limb is reunr/ed. Mr. Vincent suggest- 
is fUill upp’u^d. j t'd, whethi r, if it were mnlignaiit, tiie cir- 

22. Lasiei and belter on the whole. T!ie cumfereiice of the tumour being very well 
esjsectonition still pufident ; persidrutiuus marked, its removal, together with tlie 
not 50 great ; tongiie white, but moist, No upper part of the fibula, might not be safii- 
ap]»etite ; contiaue the last medicine. cient. 

Nov. L Breathes without pain, but can* 120. The patient h iving consented to the 
not take n deep ins'j’irution. The expecto- operation, was this day brought into tlie 
ration bus almost ce«.sf d. operating theatre ; and after puncturing tlic 

kH. Hiis continued to improve till within tumour, and finding it such as to call for the 
0 day or two, wheh the pain in the chest re* o|:>erauou, Mr. Lawi euce, assisted by Mr, 
tutnW in k alight degree; six otim^es of .Skey, performed the ampalaiion at the lower 
blood wer« again tak«in itway by cupping, diiid of the thigh. 'I'bree minutes were 
tifid he is Tclitwed by it. He vrent on for occupied iu the removal, and teu in the 
iftotlm week doing well, end was thfi'tt dis* taking up of five vessels. The opmiion 
charged. was neatly pefiormed bv The circular iu- 

' cisioiL thyre Bei nuu! to liave betui a 

greater flap of tlie integumeuts made llian 
Oi'i:uAnoN---A»irut AVION or TitK niouT ^as necessary^ 

V Oil examining* the morbid juulp, whicli 

Mia Baker, lot 37, a sleuder healthy Mr, Lawionce did in the preaeuce of Mr. 
womaft, admitted kto FaitlTa VVard^ under Karle aud those mound him, imuiediately 
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kft«r tW ^rttioii , the tamoQt wie fooed to 
)rooeed directly ftm U>e wterKor rad upper 
Mrt of thefihala. Joat below the external 
inteftneesta, the parta that were bard to 
the touoh, were bound down by Ute fatcit ; 
the aolt parta bad forced their way through 
the tota« A sectiou of the tumour pre- 
aented a medullary appearance ; but from 
ita being firm and aoUd when pressed upon, 
and a apicula of bone, to the extent of an 
inch, growing from the head of the fibula, 
and penetrating its sab*^ee, Mr. Law* 
reoee was induced to IdLx upra it as an in- 
stance of atiihmema, and therefore the more 
faronrable as to the future state of the pa- 
tient 

In the course of the operation, Mr. Law- 
rence had to request one of the dressers, 
who had rudely taken bis stand close to the 
padest wiUi his hat on, to take it off. This 
reprimand gave general tatisfaction. 


TO THE READERS OF THE LANCET. 

Many camplaind haring reached us rela* 
life to the irngulor detictry of this work, 
we can only say, that if orders be transmit' 
ted to our office they shall be immediately 
placed in the hands of Nnmien for whose 
dispatch and punctnality we pledge our< 
selfea. The Laxcxt may be in the pos- 
session of erery PracUUoner, within the 
Two-penny Post District, by eight o’clocx 
OK Satveday moenino. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The papers hsTc been received from Min- 
cheater* 

The writing, of the reply to Mr. Slmte, 
it not legible. 

*< R.’' must wail a little ; tlie whole affair 
than be exposed in due time. 

Wf have returned the papers received 
from Clapbam Rise, to " Mr. A.” 

The report mentUmed by ” Amicus," is 
tgrottudleft calumny. Thwe ta no ic^ 
pending agsinit Tax Lakpit, nw* agraal 
any peraon conneeted with it 

The paper of " 8. V.M." csimot be in 
lerted. He moat aHow ua to ginUify our 
own taste, and also toP^itei otti own publi- 
cation in our own way. 

Mr* ChnrehtU, of P*Hi-atreet| Oiumnor 
aquare, baa been elictid to the 

Rwid laifmafy M the ibiiiiet of 
ChildrMi. 
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Lecture XtIT. 

Viicent (f Pthic Visetra, 

When Uir pelvis is large, and the ragiaa 
lax, aud indeed from other causes particu- 
larly noted hereafter, the viscera in the 
pelvis are apt to descend, and the vagina, 
the bladder, the womb, or the other vis- 
cera, aometimes come forth. lu difterent 
degrees, the descent of the parts within 
the pelvis may occur, and sometimes you 
find them lying in tight between the limbs, 
(ss in the casts before you,) forming a large 
swelling there as big as the closed hand, 
or ss large as the head of a full-grown 
foetus ; in other cases, they descend merely 
to the perineum, on which they rest within, 
occssioning this part to swell, sad Ibnn a 
rounded tumescence, when tho patient 
urges and sometimes the descending parts 
lie considerably above, the mouth of the 
uterua sinking merely two or three inches 
below the level of tUe brim i the viscera of 
the pelvis, generally, or the uterus in par- 
ticular, puabtug towirda the outlet of the 
pelvis, without, howevcTi getting a bearittg 
on tbs eiteniil parts. 

It is to a vitiety of cnusei, opecfting i 
mCfi or lesain couWailoiif thit these dh-* 
scents may be aitributed. Wiiers a p^vis 
is of tmairsist, it is by no metui impossiUle 
that the viscera may coma dewa *, but they 
ere much mmw liable to this dia^aoement, 
ti the pelria be of extraordinary ci^eiiy , at 
ieaeeieoftboaevery bulky apecimaos which 
lia apoa tbt tahla bsdbre you. Whin 
the vtwtna is cted ki tba nstursit degree, 
thara is Uttla risk of tbesa descentii biic 
if there he musb of vagiusl lelixstioo, 

No. m 


whether this arises from mucous discharges, 
or from fioodings, or from frequent child- 
birth, or from other causes, this dilatation 
contributes greatly to the descent of the 
viaceru *, for the smallness of the vagina is a 
princip^ security against these troublesome 
displacements; and, indeed, the naturalist 
might, 1 tliink, reasonably enumerate the 
small size of the human vagina, as compared 
with that of many other of the mammiferoua 
females, among the indications thst our 
race was designed for ilie erect posture, 
and has not usurped this positiou in the way 
that some speculators have contended. Add 
to these causes, an elongation of the broad 
ligaments, which may become stretched so 
far as to allow oft more extensive movement 
; of tlie womb, which they ought to retain in 
connexion with the sides of t!ie pelvis. 
Add, moreover, a certain aptitude of the 
parts, acquired by frequently descending; 

I for if the woman have once laboured under 
1 procidentia of the bladder, womb, or vagina, 
j the descent of tl»c parts, often repeated, 
seems to form and adapt them to the change 
of i>osUion, so that for a length of time after- 
wards, if not throughout tiie remainder of 
life, there is always more or less tendency 
to yield to the impulse. So that among the 
more immediate causes of this descent of 
the pelvic viscera, you may enumerate these 
three as of principal and proximate ope* 
lation ; the conformability of the parts, de- 
rived from afrequent descent, the elongation 
of the broad ligaments, and the relaxation of 
the vagina, especially when they are acting 
in co-operation with an over-largeuess of 
thepidvis. 

If the wontb becomes heavier, this, no 
doubt, tends to bring on a prolapsus ; and 
we find, mceofdingty, wlt<ia the womb is en- 
lartid from the puerperal ^te, (being large 
ana heavy as the bead of a full-grown fcetus,) 
or when at is enlarged from scicrbus, poly- 
pus, or other causes, detoen is are aot to 
oeeut ; and Iheie are motbeapecially incident 
to women immediately alter delivery, when 
tire lirgetiess of tjie vt^na. and the in* 
oreased wetf ht of the uterus, are found to 
concur ; and you will find, accordingly, that 
moit women who have bad a numerous and 
patriarchal laatly, if they rise early, withia 
tN 
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the fourth, or fifth, or sixth day, complain, 
more or lew, of symptoms indicating a pro- 
lapsus of the uterus. 

When the pelvis is large, and the softer 
parts aie greatly relaxed, independently of 
any very strong acdon of the abdotniatd mus- 
cles, procidentia, uteri may be produced; 
hut a principal cause of these descents, act- 
ing iu co-operation with those already enu- 
merated, is the strong action of these mus. 
cular parietes, to which ’-any women, from 
various causes, are subjtviad, vomitings re- 
peated, and much coughing after delivery, 
witli uigiugs produced by the disease-s of 
the rectum or of the bladder, all have a 
teudeiicy to bring on the descent of the 
womb ; so whore women , ns in the lower ! 
circles of life, are accustomed to carry great 
weights on the head, or are emydoved in 
W’ashing, tvringing, basket or tub lifting, 
OT the like, praia|>su 8 is a disease to which 
they become very obnoxious. 

Now, on the principles here laid down, 
you may explain the operation of vat ions re- 
moter cau-es in producing this affection. 
After floodingsand miscarriages women may 
be very liable to the disease, because these 
miscarriages and floodings have a tendency 
to relax, and lay open the parts. In like 
manner, early vising after delivery, coughs, 
vomitings, and urgings during the puerperal , 
state mare especially— a life of labour, like | 
that of the black population in the West 
Indies— pregnancy of the earlier months, 
parliculnrlv iu those women who have borne 
many children, the relaxation of weak 
healih, may all operate, more, or less re- 
motely, in producing this disease — more 
common after the age of twenty, or five-and- 
twenty, but from which cldldren themselves 
are not altogether exempt. But to pro- 
ceed. 

In a vietv to oiir further observations 
upon this obstinate and distressing afli'C- 
tion.the descent of the pelvic viscera, may i 
be divided itito different kinds, — those in 
which you have a descent of the bladder, 
those in which you have a descent of the 
womb and viscera generally, and those cases i 
in which the vagina descends; not to men - 1 
tion here some other varieties of prolapsus, j 
of Bmaliet interest. ^ i 

You sometimes meet with a great deal| 
of relaxation of the vagina, and elongation, ; 
so that this part may come fonh, laterrily, 
in front, or posteriorly ; the rectum or blad- 
der respectively issuing with it, more or 
less. Small at fii^, 'the descent at length 
becomes considerable, and then there jpro- 
trudes a sort of iwhy mit«, and whichr 
till examination ii duly made, you may sup- 
pose to he polypus, or the result of a de- 
scent of the womb or the bladder, It is only 
where the disease has been of some conti- 
nuance, that it forint tumotm of larger ii», 


bulky as a pullet’s egg, for example ; in 
the earlier stage, the tumour is very small, 
perhaps as large as the ball of the apex of 
the fore finger, forming, at the back or front 
of the vagina, oj laterally, or in all the three 
positions at oiice, prolruiions by no means 
uncommon t and whtoh, unless they e.xceed 
in size, maybe looked upon as natural to the 
part. But these tumours rosy show a dispo- 
sition to increase, and then they begin to 
attract attention, and, as the patient con- 
ceives that some intumescence is forming, 
she is very often afraid that it should be the 
commencement of some other more formid- 
able disease, of cancer particularly, on 
which account it is important you should be 
able to know it. Wlien, from the descrip- 
tion given, it is suspected that some graver 
di.«-a.se is forming, you ought to make an 
examination ; and where this is carefully in- 
.stkuled, the nature of the afieciion may be 
I sufficiently ascertained; yet I may remark 
I that, when tlic vagina comes down but a 
j little way, foiuiing a tumour not larger than 
} the first joint of one or two fingers, you are 
liable to overlook it in making your invesii- 
I gaiion. A woman says there is a swelling, 
which she conceives to be polypus, or pro- 
lapsus, or scirrbus ; at all events slie is 
satisfied that there is tumour, and you 
examine, and say she has none ; still your 
patient is dissatisfied, and you examine 
again, but find none ; tlje reason of which is, 
that if the examination he made somewhat 
suddenly and carelessly, and particularly 
where the woman has had a large family, 
the protruding part may be pressed back 
unperceived, as it yields readily under the 
entrance of the index, and iu that way the 
I deception may arise. If you are, lliere- 
' fore, incompetent to the nice investigation 
1 of lliese points, and are not on your guard 
against tills particular fallacy, the existence 
of this protrusion is liable to be overlooked; 
ibut if the investigation be conducted with 
all due care and caution, the nature of the 
I affection may be cosily ascertained. 

If tlie vagina come down in a greater de- 
gree, 80 as to give rise to an obvious swell- 
ing 03 large as a pullet’s egg, T believe tlm 
only, or the most effectual mode of giving 
relief, is by means of an egg-shaped jmary j 
this form being 'by Nature destined for Buck 
canals— aequere naturam. In the lower ranki 
of life, an egg itself, hard boiled, and pro- 
perly auppoTted, inajr be introduced, or yoh 
may recommend one of these balloon pei- 
aaries, invented; 1 believe, by a very inge- 
nious practitiarner, Mr, J^ointer of Camden- 
(own, and adtd t^ Thbmpaon of Little Wind- 
mill Street ; inttrumenta which aeem to feb 
Tory well adopted for the purpose. If tbb 
parts descend in a alight degree only; 
you may then endeavoor to cure the die- 
ease by meui of ntringemti: adute 
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of altiin, aulphate of sine, preparations of 
Oopper, and of galls, according to tbe ef- 
fect produced, to be used as injections 
and vasbes of various strenetb, but 1 fear 
that much is not bo expeAed from tbem. 
if there is much inflaintnotion, leeches, 
fomentations, and poultices,^ will afford 
relief, and I would fain persuade myself, that 
in some cases of delivery, if the woman 
is confined to the horizontal posture strict- 
ly, say for five or six weeks after partu- 
rition, a radicid cure of this disease might 
he obtained, for under this condition of the 
genitals, the vagina ia very prone to con- 
tract itaelf. In making this ol^ervation, how- 
ever, 1 may remark, that I have one patient 
who has laboured under the severer form of. 
this disease for a considerable time, and who 
has been delivered two or three times, 
without obtaining effectvial relief j it is true 
that she has never submitted completely to 
the discipline of the long-continued horizon- 
tal ; but I could not perceive, in her case, 
that the state of tlje vagina after child-birth 
produced any obvious tendency to constric- 
tion of the ])art. In diseases of the vagina, 
bandages and compresses may be of service, 
The next disease to which I request your 
attention, is the descent of the urinary blad- 
der, which may occur in different degrees. 
In some extremer cases, the bladder lies 
forth between the limbs of the patient, form- 
ing a tumour there, larger when the bladder 
is full, smaller when it is empty, and gene- 
rally about the size of an orange, admitting 
the iniroduciion of the catheter into its ca- 
vity. Now by these characters, the higher 
degree of this disease may be readily dis- 
criminated ; the tumour varying in bulk ac- 
cording to the quantity of the secretion, and 
admitting the catheter into its centre. A 
cast representing this tumour under its usual 
aspect is liere on the table before you. It 
sometimes happens, that the descent of the 
bladder is in the slighter degree only, and 
then no tumour lies out under the eye, but 
there is merely a tumour in the back part of 
the symphysis pubis. When the bluoder is 
full, this swelling is very large, blocking 
tiip vagina up ; and when it has been emp- 
tied by the introduction of they catheter, it 
becomes much smaller ; and if you pass up 
the instrument, you may distiuguisb it within 
the cavity of the swelling (an excellent elm 
ructerof the disease,) and under voluntary 
nixing, the swelling is found to increase 
conaiderobly in its size ; and by these marks 
the disease may be easily known. Sbme- 
times, too, instead of a mere descent of 
the bladder, inverted byr the vagina, you 
have a descent of the uterus alab; so 
that if you examine the bladder in front, 
and introduce the catheter, and if you then 
p^ush^tour examination furtber^vou may dia- 
tlnguiih palpably a very baro aubctance, 


which, by its feel, its form, its aitoatton, 
and, above all, by its mouth, is known to be 
the uterus ; the cautious introductitm of 
a small sound into the uterus, renders the 
diagnosis still more complete. If the dis- 
ease is carefully investigated, end you ascer- 
tain the various characteristics here enume- 
rated, you may distinguish it with facility 
from ail other affections ; but if you make 
your inquiries in a very careless manner, you 
are liable to coir''^nd the descent of the 
urinary bladder with the descent of the 
uterus, with inversion, with polypUs, or 
with that descent of the vagina which I 
was before describing to you. But I don’t 
pretend to teach diagnosis to those who 
; yawn over disease. 

I When the bladder descends a great w^, 
i ao as to form a tumour between the thighs, 

[ the only effectual mode of relieving the dis- 
ease is by introducing something into the 
I vagina ; an egg-shaped pessary, or even 
I one of the round pessaries, adapted to 
the capacity of the dilated parts, ascertained 
I by a trial of instruments of different diame- 
ters. If the bladder have not pushed down, 
so as to make its appearance externally, a 
pessary may not be necessary ; and in 
married women especially, it is desir>d>le 
that this instrument should not be used. 
When the descent is beginning in this man- 
ner, it sliould be our principal indication to 
keep the bladder empty, and to tell the pa^ 
tient to abstain from ail urging, a rule to be 
observed with the utmost strictness, as the 
infraction of it must increase the descent. 
•Lotions of alum, of sulphate of zinc, 
of sulphate of copper, of galls, and so on, 
are recommended, o/ torious stre«gt/i, accord- 
ing to the effect produced ; and if a patient 
becomes pregnant, 1 should recommend, as 
before, that she should be confined to the 
horizontal positiou for a few weeks after 
delivery, in order to allow of the vagina con- 
tracting itself, and giving the bladder a more 
effectual support. 

As women are liable to the descent of the 
vagina and of the badder, so also they are still 
more fret^uenily liable to a disease of which 
you have often heard, no doubt, I mean the 
prolapsus of the uterus, and sometimes it lies 
out under view, as in the casts, aud some- 
times it comes down nearly to the outlet of 
the pelvis, and occasionally it prolapses one 
or two inches only, lying but In tie ^low it« 
ordinary level, yet not unfrequently ocea- 
sioaing the most troublesome iuconvtHiience, 
and henoe the disease has been divided into 
three varieties : relaxation, prolapsus, and 
procidentia-- when the womb protrudes, 
the disease is called procidentia ; when it 
remains at the outlet, prolapsus; when it 
scarcely subsides below the level of the 
brimi it then constitutes wliat is denominated 
a relaxatio&f I hste seen seversl^esM in 

*N« 



543 


ON DESCENT OF THE PFXVIC VISCERA. 


which the Tegiae has been formiog a large 
cyst, which lay forth between the limbs ; 
tliU cyst containing not the womb merely, 
but in part the bladder, the small intestines, 
the ovaries, and perhaps the rectum, for 
■where you have procidentia, it very rarely 
happens that the womb only descends, 
pfenerally the other viscera come with it, 
in larger or smaller mass. A case of 
this kind, if you are incompetent, you may 
mistake for polypus iv^^sio uteri ; not to 
mention a large desoenfbf the bladder only ; 
but when you examine the tumour with 
care, you will frequently discover on its 
surface the rugs of the vagina more or less 
conspicuous ; you will Hod, also, that you 
can introduce a catheter into the tumour, 
provided the bladder be come down ; and 
perhaps, on passing a finger into the rec* 
turn, it may descend into the back of tlm 
cyst, and, above all, at the lower part of it 
the os uteri may be found. Sometimes the 
os uteri is so conspicuous, that you can see 
it at first glance ; but you ought to be aware 
that at other times it appears under the form 
of a very minute aperture, the usual tuber* 
cle being wanting. If you are doubtful 
whether this is or not the aperture leading 
into the cavity of the uterus, (suspecting it 
may be nothing more than a mucous follicle,) 
take ablunt>ended probe, and, with gentle- 
ness, slide it along the reputed opening so 
as to sacertain the fact. Now if youhave 
all these characters, bi a great part of them 
combined, you need be at no loss to ascer- 
tain the nature of tire disease : a large tumour 
formed between tire limbs, consisting of 
the various parts mentioned, more or less 
Tugotu on its surface, admitting the catheter 
if the bladder have descended, admitting the 
finger somewhat when it is introduced into 
the rectum, and containing the uterus, which 
may be felt often very distinctly at the 
lowest part of the tumour, the os uteri being 
more or less conspicuously observable in the 
most dependent part, containing an orifice 
which leads into the cavity of the womb. 

In procidentia of the uteri, it is remark- 
able that the health of the patient often 
suffers very little *, indeed it has been ob- 
served, with truth, that the general health 
is often much worse in those cases in wluch 
there is a mere relaxation, than in those 
cases of procidentia which we have just 
been considering, in which the vagina sad 
uterus lie forth under view. 

When procidentia uteri is clearly ascer- 
tained, it ought to be your first object to 
replace the parts, if this be safe and possi- 
ble, but this cannot always be accomplished. 
Now, if this practice be inadmisaible, you 
had better have some defence, or shield, in 
order to cover the tumour, and to prevent it 
from suffering injury from a blow, faU, or 
other violence. Moreover, the woman ought 


to hftt?e a well-adjusted suspensory bandage, 
for the purpose of supporting and prevent- 
ing enlargement of the swelling, because 
if it is left for years without a suspensory 
support, it may become increasingly larger, 
till at length the patient can hardly sustain 
the iitoo&venience. There is a good deal of 
excoriation not unfrequenlly observed, and 
which, 1 apprehend, arises from the irrita- 
tion of the urine. Much aqueous drink, by 
diluting the urine,might probably materially 
palliate this inconvenience ; but a more et- 
fectual relief is derived from the use of the 
catheter, or by passing tbe fluid while sealed 
in a warm bath. The patieut may learn to 
pass the catheter for herself. 

The principal impediment to the replace- 
ment of the uterus in these cases arises 
from the inflammation which msy be occa- 
sioned by reduction, when they have been 
lying forth for months, or years, and where, 
as in cases of large and inveterate hernia, 
the ports above have got into a state to 
resist them. Sometimes, too, as Dr. Clarke 
has, I think, acutely observed, when in- 
flammations have been going on in the 
different parts, adhesions, internally, have 
taken place, so as to form bands, and entan- 
gle portions of intestines, so as to obstruct 
and give rise to the symptoms of incarce- 
rated hernia. In general, however, when 
you have procidentia of the uterus, you may 
replace the parts easily enough. You place 
the woman in tbe recumbent position ^ you 
administer the catheter ; and you get a 
general bearing on the tumour, and press it 
backward nnd upward, os if you were urg- 
ing it upon the promontory of the sacrum, 
for if you press it directly upwards, you 
will bring it to bear on tbe symphysis pubis, 
as this demonstration shows. I ben, after 
the parts have been replaced in this man- 
ner, a pessary is introduced, in order to 
prevent a second descent, and, perhaps, the 
roost convenient form of the pessary, in 
these cases, is the globular, or oviform ; it 
gives to the descending parts a very con- 
siderable bearing, by means of its broad 
surface. But you find, sometimes, after 
you have replaced the uterus, that a great 
deal of pain and fever are produced, so that 
you begin to be alarmed lest abdominal in- 
tlammatiou should ensue* Now, if these 
symptoms be considerable, you had better 
take away the pessary, and let the parts 
come down again. Bleeding from the atm, 
leeches to the abdomen, fomentations, poul- 
tices, relaxation of the bowels, in a word, 
all the ordinary remedies of the milder in- 
flammations, appear to be indicated here. 
If symptoms are slighter, and the pulse do 
not rise above 100, or 105, in tlm minute, 
I should then feel inclined to suffer the pes- 
sary to remain, taking care to empty the 
bladder, and keep it empty, so tiiat more 
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room miglit be lefl for the uterus. As be* | 
fore, you foment the abdomen, apply leeches, 
and, perhaps, take away a little blood from 
the arm. If ti>e symptoms arising from the 
pessary have been so violent that it should 
be deemed necessary to take away the pes- 
sary, and suffer the parts to come down 
again, I should not therefore totally ahan- 1 
dou my attempts j but in a few weeks after- ‘ 
w'ards, perhaps. I should resort to the 
pessary again, leave it in for two or three 
iiours, or till the same symptoms began to 
appear, then again removing, and introduc- 
ing afresh, after they had subsided ; and 
thus applying the pessary longer and longer 
every time, i should hope to habituate the 
parts to receive the viscera, so as in that 
manner to effect a permanent replacement. 
In most cases where the difficulty arises from 
want of room, the parts have been descend- 
ed for years, and where the parts are lying 
out in this way, under sight, they are 
sometimes, affected with a great deal of in- 
flammation throughout, with fever, and with 
deep seated pain. It is asserted, that 
sloughs have taken place, and that women 
have recovered after losing the uterus ; nor 
have 1 much difficulty in believing this, 
though sucli cases are in a manner unique. 
Were 1 to, meet with on inflammation of 
this kind , 1 should treot it the same as on 
inflammation of any other viscera : bleeding 
largely from the arm, giving digitalis, foment- 
ing the parts, and, perhaps, applying leeches, 
which you might very couveniently do, the 
womb lying beyond the external organs to- 
])ical cold might be of service. By all these, 
and the ordinary antiphlogistic means, in- 
flammation might be got under ; and then if 
1 found the womb could be replaced, so as 
not to give u great deal of pain, as if adhe- 
sions were torn through by the operation, 
1 should endeavour to replace the parts. 

You will often, in these buses, as observ- 
ed before, meet with excoriations of the 
tumour, perhaps in tlnee or four places, to 
be attributed to the urine irritaiiou. By 
keeping the urine from the surface, as be- 
ftre recommended, and general means, and 
by applying some slitnulaut and astringent 
remedies, such as are used in cutaneous 
diseases, cures may, 1 believe, in general, 
be easily obtained. 



LECTURES 

ON 

MIUSC0LAR ACTION, AND ON THE CURE 
OF DEFORMITIES. 

Bv Mil. SHELDRAKE. 

On the most effectual Method of Inttru^ing 
Young Persons ' Exercises that uiU 
improve their PernniJl Appearance, and ren* 
der their Forms more perfect. 

All the different modes of walking, or 
i moving about, have been produced by those 
habits which have been fixed by the pur- 
suits in which the parties who use them 
have been engaged. If an individual is en« 
gaged in the same pursuits during the 
whole of his life, tlie uniform continuance 
of the same habits will impress upon liis 
person an indelible form. If, at some pe- 
riod of his life, he changes the objects of 
his pursuit, the change of hit habits will 
produce a corresponding change in his per- 
son, greater or less, according as the occu- 
pation that he adopts differs from that 
which he has quitted ; but as the object we 
have in view is to enable persons, in the 
superior ranks of society, to acquire what- 
ever perfection of form and action can be 
attained, it is surely'’ better to begin in the 
right -way at the very earliest period of life, 
thau it would be to leave every thing to 
chance iu the outset, and have, afterwards, 
to emjdoy much valuable time in correcting 
the errors to wldch carelessness and igno- 
rance had given both origin and slabiliiy. 
The real object of this instruction is to 
give, at the earliest period that they can be 
communicated, strength to the ligaments of 
the joints, upon which their power greatly 
depends, and activity to the muscles, by^ 
which they are rendered more obedient to 
the will, Tlie whole process that will be 
necessary, (luring whai may be called this 
first sbige of instruction, will he. first, to 
obtain the full uower of directing the feet 
alternately, ana then to practise walking 
carefully and steadily upon the line, for as 
much time as can be conveniently devoted 
to it every'^ day ; in doing this, it should be 
strictly require!] that the child should keop 
her eyes upon her feet, to see that she 
places her foot exoctly against the line at 
every step ; this will give a firmness to her 
movements which will afterwards be of the 
gr(>atest consequence. 

This course should be carefully followed 
till the child is five or six years old, and 
may be continued afterwards as opjiortuni- 
ties may offer. As regularity of proceeding, 
and certainty of effecti are always to be de- 
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at once, add to tEeir beMtb, their itreagth, 
and preierve the natural reg;ulirity of their 
form. The manner of uiiog their lefH 
which has already been described, will 
form the basis of ju 

'l*he scholar or patient, whichever it 
may be called, should stand ^uite upright 
upon the line, as has been already directed. 
The pelvis, and all tiie parts that are helow 
it, are to be kept hrinly, but not atiffiy in 
their original poaition ; she is to look 
steadily at some object that is placed directly 
before her ; she is to e^id both her arms 
in a siraigbl line, and ^Vnout altering their 
position afterwards, witli respect to the 
body, she is to turn the body itself round 
upon the pelvis, till slje points with the 
foie- finger of one baud at the object on 
which her eyes have been fixed j the other 
band is, bv tills action, thrown as much 
backwards, as will be necessary to keep the 
two at ms on a straight line with each oilier. 

When she has been in this position some 
time, (a few seconds at first, and the time 
to be gradually increased as the exercise 
becomes familiar to her,) she is, still keep* 
ing her eyes fixed upon the same object, to 
turn her oody round, so that the hand which 
])ointed before, is made to point backwards, 
and the other to point forwards at the same 
time. She is to repeat this, still standing, 
till the practice is familiar to her ; she may 
then begin to rvalk upon the line as baa 
been already directed, and, at the same time, 
exercise the body and the arms in the man* 
ner that is now recommended. 

.Another desirable exercise will be, to 
procure a chair, with a fiat seal, and made 
of wood ; the back should be higher than 
the patient's head, wlien she is st ated on it ; 
upon this chair she sliouid be seated, with 
both her feet flnnly pressed upon the 
ground; her hack, slioulders, and head, 
should be pressed against the back of the 
chair: while she is in this situation, her 
ocms should be extended horizontolly in a 
line with each other. When she has taken 
this position, she should, without moving 
her feet, or her seat, or taking hei shoulders 
or her bead from the back of the cliuir, or 
altering ihe position of her arms with re- 
spect to her body, bend her body sideways, 
till she carries one of her bands as near to 
the ground as possible ; ibe other arm will 
then be proportiouably raised in the air, 
When she has been in this stale for some 
time, she should raise lierselfinto the erect 
position upon her seat, uud after remaining 
so for a short time, she should reverse ttie 
former position, by lyessing downwards 
that band wliich was first raised, and vice 
vena. ' ' 

Whoever undeTStands the structure of the 
human body, and the action of its muscles, 
will perceive that by allernaicly performuig 


the actions tlisl have beakrleacnbed, every 
motion that can be require in any of the 
actions of ordinary life, when it is not a life 
of coarse labour, may be performed with 
certainly and advantage, provided it be 
not carried beyond that ^int at which 
the greatest strength of the joints termi- 
nates; if carried beyond tliat point, de« 
bility, and other mischief, will ensue ; and 
distortion, in all probability, be the. conse- 
quence. It is to avoid this, that I recommend 
these exercises to be practised by the pa- 
tients themselves, under the direction, in- 
deed, of those who are competent to direct 
every thing of the kind to the greatest ad- 
vantage. By proceeding in this manner, all 
the advantages that ore required will be ob- 
tained, and no injury be indicted in the pur- 
suit. Patients who are in this situation, 
may be induced, under the direction of 
skilful advisers, to do all that is necessary 
for their own advantage, but not to exceed 
the proper point to which each action is to be 
extended. These exercises ore intended to 
enable those who are interested in the wel- 
fare of young persons, to bring them for- 
ward with the greatest advantage, and, at 
the same time, to avoid the danger of dis- 
torting or disfiguring their persons, so many 
effectual methods of doing which being con- 
tinuoliy offered to their notice, in the most 
inviting manner. What has now been 
offered for consideration and adoption, is by 
way of prevention ; when distortion has 
been produced, a difl'erent course of treat- 
ment must be pursued to get rid of it, and 
that will be a subject for our next itivesli- 
gatioD. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


rf’FfCTs'or sionriN fmoiions op the 

UIM). 

Bauiuiz relates the case of a female, 
who having let her inrunl fall from lierann, 
was suddenly struck with paralysis of one 
of the upper extremities. Al. llVllis, of the 
Hotel l)ieu at Houenjias lately witnessed 
some similar cases. 4g>rl* <d)out 1 ;; years of 
age, being present at an execution, was so 
terrified at the moment when the criniirjal''g 
head fell, that one of her anus suddenly be- 
came paralysed ; she was brought to tliO: 
Hotel Bieu, where she remained during three 
months, but witlumt receiving any benefit, 
though her geaera) health was undisturbed. 
In uHother case, a girl of nine years being 
aUseked by a dog, was so fiigh'tened, that 
she fell down in a senseless state ; wiieu 
examined at the Hotel J)ieu, the {lulse was 
found quiet, the skia perfectly setisible, the 
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eaUDtenascc ia^Rire of excitement, inH 
the eyes suring; she bad fully recovered 
ber teases, but bad no power of niotion, the 
muscles being in a state of rigidity, and 
deglutition was very dilbcult. An emetic, 
and tbe application of leeebes to the neH, 
were without any effect, and she died sud- 
denly on the lourtli day* On examination 
of the body, the dura mater and arachnoid, 
as well as the brain, were found beaUby; 
the lateral ventticles contained a small <]uan- 
tity of limpid seinm ; tbe cerelielluni, spinal 
cord, and other viscera, exhibited no morbid 
alteration whatever ; tbe pharynx only pre- 
sented some traces of iuhommation. — 
Jiiblhth, Medie, 


nUMlNAHON. 

M. Riche, physician at Maubenge, has 
communicated to M. lircussuis, tbe follow- 
ing case of rumination. A young manf 
about seventeen years old, of middle stature, 
and a strong constitution, has, from bis 
ninth year, found that half an hour after j 
dinner, tbe food, being undigested, ascends: 
from the stomach into the mouth j and bav- j 
ing been ogain masticated, is a second lime! 
swallowed ; this process is accompanied by j 
neither pleasant nor unpleasant sensations; 
but when he endeavours to suppress tbe) 
ascent of the food, a very painful sensation | 
is produced in tlie epigustrio region. He 
has an extraordiuary apjwtite, and likes 
vegetable as well as auiinal food, although 
be shows sotue predilection for tbe latter ; 
be eats very fast , and a long time after din- 
ner, there remains a bitter taste in bis 
mouth ; he suffers occasionally from Colic 
]iaiu, and has a slight prolapsus ani ; bis 
digestion is good, and be enjoys excellent 
bettlth. Fluids are also, a short time after 
drinking, brought up aitfl swallowed a 
second time. — Ann. ci« Med, P/iys. 

RIJPTI'UE OF THE MOAMENTUM PATELL.T. 

Cathar. S., twenty years old, of a weak 
constitution, being in danger of falling from 
a staircase, involuntarily contracted the ex- 
tensor muscles of the right leg with such 
violence, that the ligament o( the pateda 
was ruptured. At the moment when this 
took place, she beard awnoise like the crack- 
ing of a whip, and felt violent pain on the 
inner side of Che knee; she instantly fell 
down, and could not rise again. On being 
examined, the ruplure was easily recognised 
by, the protrusion and retraction of the pa- 
tella, and the very considerable bollow 
below it; tbe leg could not be moved, and 
every attempt at beudiag it cauaed exoesttve 
paitt. The joint being much swelled, 
eighteen leeches were applied to it, and the 
leg kept extended ; after two days, the in- 
flammaiiou bavtng aalMided) a ciroutir bau* 


I dage was applied, to bring Uie distmited 
{parts together, the leg being still kept 
extended, and tbe thigh somewhat bent 
upon tbe pelvis. After forty-two days, ili« 
apparatus w^as removed, and the parts were 
found united, but still very lender ; tbe pa- 
tient was, however, able to get up, and to 
walk with tbe assistance of crutches ; after 
0 few days, the whole limb having swelled 
greatly, and become very painful, the circu- 
lar bandage was re-applied, and under the use 
of this, and cold odusions, the patient per- 
fectly recovered ar(||t three months. — Jmm, 
de k Sioc. 2tfli/.de Jia9. et Chir, de TmUmat, 


VELOCITY OF SOUKD IN WATER. 

In the Annales de Cbimie, some very in- 
teresting experiments are communicated, 
which M. CoUuiiuu has lately made, relative 
to the above subject on tbe lake of Geneva. 
The sound being produced by striking on a 
bell which was suspended in the water, was 
heard by a person under water, and placed 
at the distance of 4:>,000 feet. The water 
contained of saline particles, was at 
40° Fahrenheit, and of 1,00015 specific 
gravity. Ihe mean velocity of the sound 
w*us 4,703 in a second. M. Colladoa ob- 
served, that W'heu the sound of the bell was 
heard at some distance uuder water, it sin- 
gularly dift't'Ted from that which is heard in 
the atmospheric air, and was very short, re- 
sembling that obtained by striking two 
knives against one another. The same was 
I observed when tlie distance was increased, 
and it was then impossible to determine 
whether the stroke ou the bell was strong 
and distant, or weak and near. The bell 
being repeatedly struck at short intervals, 
j the strokes could only be dislioguislied at 
I the distance of (iOt> feet ; at a gieater dis- 
I tance they coalesced into one continued 
I sound. Another very remarkable circum- 
stauce resulting from 51. ColJadon s experi- 
ments is, that the souud is not propagated 
from water to air, when the direction of the 
vibrations form a very acute angle with the 
surface. The bell being struck at the 
depth of six feet six inches, the sound waa 
distinctly heard over the surface of the 
water, at a distance of 656 feet; at a 
greater distance it rapidly diminished in in- 
tensity, and at or 1400 feet w'os not 
lieard at ul). The movement of the waves 
exerted DO iufiucucc ou the velocity, dura- 
tion, or intensity of the sound ; some of the 
ex|)eriments were made during violent 
storms, hut gave exactly the same results ua 
those made in cabn weather. 

ON T«E WOVNDS t>r TBE aSAIN, ANU THE 
DlVtSlON OF NERVES* 

M. Flourens, ofwhose researches respect- 
ing the nervous system we have spoken iu a 
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fomer Nonber»hitiBg recently made »om(^ 
furtlier experiments of the same nsttfre« was 
led to the following; result : — 1. The brain 
and spinal cord, when wounded, are aus' 
ceptible of re'Union and cicatrisation ; and 
after the healing of the wound, their func- 
tions are perfectly restored j After the 
transrerse diruion of a nerre, complete re* 
uoton ensues, and if the nerve is afterwards 
again divided below the cicatrix, the divided 
eods will perfectly unite ; S. The ends of dif- 
ferent nerves can also be made to unite ; a 
branch of the eighth pai- for instance, with 
a branch of a cervical h^ rve. In these cases, 
the nerve thus united, sometimes, though 
rarely, regains the power of transmitting 
nervous influence. 


An Erpositioji of the almost total Uselmiets 
of th Examinations of Apthecaries' Shops bp 
tkt Censors of the Royal Collect of Physieiaus, 
and Wardens of the Company of Apothecaries. 

By a Fellow and late Censor of the Col- 
lege (jf* Physicians. 

Yehy few of the medical profession know in 
what manner the examinations of the shops 
of apothecaries, in this city, are conducted 
by the ('ollege of Physicians. With a view, 
thurefore, of giving every useful information 
on this subject, but more especially with an 
anxious dfidre to liave it conducted effi- 
ciently, and as it becomes gentlemen, I sub- 
mit the following particulars to the medical 
community. 

No long time ago I wa.s elected Censor of 
the College of Physicians, and, by virtue of 
thiit office, becanio an Examiner of Apothe- 
caries’ Shops ; and it is with regret that 
1 feci myself hound, from the great un- 
willingness on tire part of that respect- 
eble body to which I belong to alter their 
absurd pi cdilei tion for old customs, to show 
how entirely useless is, and has been, their 
iimpection of drugs in the shops oftlm city 
of London for more than a century past, or, 
perhaps, to speak more correctly, from the 
first foundation of the college, in the memo- 
rable reign of King Henry the Eighth. 

There are only three inspections of apo- 
fheesnes’ shops made annually by the Col- 
lege, and these, I think, generally take 
place ia the month of August, or hottest 
season of the year. The persons choseu for 
this business are the four Censors, accom- 
panied bv two Wardens of the Apothecaries' 
Company, who are, T believe, oy some old 
charter, or act of PavHaraebt, obliged to 
give their assistance, All these worthy per- 
sous meet, at a late hour in the morning, at 
the mansion of the College of Phyiicians, 
where, after partaking of refteahmenU, auch 


ai tea, eoflfee, a&d cakv j Ind after the 
beadle has presented eaeu Censor with a 
few cakes, folded up in white paper, in ac- 
cordance with immemorial usage, and to 
save them, I suppose, from the temptations 
of hunger, the whole march out, attended 
by the beadle and porter of tlie College, to 
take their seats in two hackney coachea* 
It ought to be mentioned, that the beadle, 
who is soBiewhat of a decent person, with 
the Censor's book, and furnished with the 
names of some dozen shops, to bo examined, 
takes bis seat inside, with tlie two junior 
Censors and one Warden, whilst the porter 
mounts beside the coachman driving the 
other coach, that contains the two renior 
Censors and the other Warden. There being 
no legal power given to the above persons 
to inspect shops either in Middlesex or 
Westminster, which is much to be lamented, 
considering that the greater number of them 
are situate in those parts of London, the 
inspection can only'’ take place within the 
city of Loudon. 'J’he first place examined 
! the first day was Apothecaries’ Hall. Hero 
the Master of the Company was in M'aiiing 
I to tthow the shop and laboratory. Neither 
myself nor colleagues, after looking at seve- 
ral of their articles in the shop, had any 
reason to b« dissatified with wlmt w(> had 
seen. Notwithstanding all this, I could not 
but feel a degree of surprise, and 1 dare 
say the same feeling pervaded ray colleagues, 
when they entered the place where the 
preparation of articles is supposed to bo 
carried on, to find it quite deserted, save 
one or two men, who appeared to have little 
or nothing at all to do. The only signs of 
pharmacy observable, were the formation 
of mercurial ointment by steam ; t!ic subli- 
mation of benzoic acid ; one or two extracts 
making; and some sponges, which were 
said to be on the eve of being incinerated. 
'I’hese last seemed very good, but 1 cannot 
hel[» confessing, that my doubts are strong 
that tlrey ever underwenl the above opera- 
tion. Some mercurial ointment was shown 
us by the master, who was furnished wdth 
a magnifying glass, and wdio, 1 oelieve, 
thought the sample of this ointment fit for 
use; however, it happened to he, on close 
inspection, unusually full of metallic glo- 
bules. There w'ns also here, I thiuk, some 
mercurial pill inspected, wliich seemed to 
contain more than the usual proporlio’U of 
live mercurial matter. Tiie worthy Maaler 
of the Hall very candidly owned, that 
neither the ointment nor the piLhydrargyri, 
was to his satisfactiou. Where such im- 
portant services as the navy, East India 
Company, and where public charities, such 
03 Greenwich Hospital, ko., depend on this 
medical corporation, it is of vital importaned 
to have every article of medicine of the best 
quality! ei|)ecially those of i mercurial na- 
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ture, otherwiBlId intentioos of practition- don, and knowing, as I do, that leTeral of 
eis must bo own defeated. I now object, the shops had been inspected by the Ceu- 
strongly, to tlie Uttle appearances there sorsof the preceding two years f I calca< 

I were of many articles being prepared by late the number of shops altogether visited 

the Company themselves. The medical pro- in a year, is much below 50 ; and in each 
fessioiihave, indeed, a right to expect, that of them, perhaps, a' dozen of articles are 
this Worshipful Company will not only ma* examined. 

nufacture the medicines usually manufac- 1 aliall here describe what was done when 
tured by respectable chemists and druggists, we entered on the ground of visitation. The 
but that they will give the College of Phy- beadle, after atariug about for some time, 
siciaos an opportunity of judging, at the without previously knowing where the 
inspections, that they prepare what is ex- shops were exactly situated, much less the 
pected of them. The three visitations which number of the houses, at last pointed to one, 
were made when I was Censor, certainly did and we folio wel^j^and, as the door was 
not impress me with the idea of much work opened, he quickly introduced us as the 
being done in the laboratory; it seemed, Censors of the College of Physicians, and 
indeed, on those days, as if it were quite Wardens of the Apothecaries’ Company; 
holiday time with these good folk. 1 do our entrance being once effected, the senior 
not know that the Company of Apotlie- Censor began by inquiring if there was any 
caries have mucli interest lu appointing per- Pharmacopoeia kept, if it was the latest 
sons to assist our College quite unfit for the edition of London College. Next came the 
ofiSice ; this certainly was the case with the inspection of weights and measures ; and 
two Wardens who accompanied us ; they afterwards the Censors individually asked to 
were men worn down with age and infir- be shown several articles, such as aromatic 
mities, and seemed without much know- confection, tinctures, particularly of the 
ledge of the genuineness of the articles carminative kiud, scamraony, rhubarb, &c. 
they were called on to inspect. One was In nTore than one shop, 1 observed several 
of short stature, with imperfect vision, pieces of the last-named drug, which, when 
through natural nearness of sight, and the looked at earnestly, as if doubting its good- 
zooa senilis having made great encroach- ness, I was surprised to hear it stated on 
ments on the cornea. If my memory do not two or three occasions, to have been pur- 
(leceive me greatly, he told me that he had chased at the Hall. As soon as this answer 
lost, or had a congenital defect in, two of was given, it hud a posing effect, as we had 
the most useful organs of the external senses, not the means of proving the truth of the 
namely, those of smell and tuste. How, in assertion by investigating the accounts be- 
tJie name of decency, is a person, with a total tween the Ilall and the apothecary, 
obliteration of those organs, and a percep- The profession have noddea of the bad state 

tible decay in all the others, fitted for the of some shops; for instance, we met with 
duties of inspector of drugs 1 What could one which, in addition to the W'ant of almost 
possess the Apothecaries’ Company to elect every requisite for business, there was no 
for such an office a man unable to discover the calomel, and the proprietor said he never 
sensible, and perhaps the physical proper- used any. in another there was hardly any 
ties of substances J J’he other Warden, his thing medicinal, not even scammony. I’lie 
invaluable coadjutor, was of respectiihle owner, when asked to account for this, 
height, but he had lost the symmetry of his excused himself by observing, he lived 
legs through unsightly swellings, and from near a druggist’s shop, and he could at any 
the peculiar pallidness of his face, I judged time send out for this, or any other thing he 
them to be of the dropsical kind ; ther^ was wanted. 

all that torpidity of mind and body belong- Though the College are empowered to 
iiig to hydropic disease. These two indi- throw into the streets, or otherwise destroy 
viduals, at each sbop we stopped, took up medicines of 'oad quality, still they rarely 
a great portion of our time, through the act thus ; and though they might efTect 
difficulties they experienced in descending much good, by sending a written caution iu 
from, and returning again to, the hack- name of tVie College, to venders of infe- 
Tiey coaches, which 1 beg to any were of the rior pharmaceuticals, still 1 am not aware 
dirtiest description. that any thing of the kind has ever been 

Tlie time spent each day in visiting shops done ; the eonaequence is, between one 
may, on the nveraf^e, be reckoned at four visitation and another, the different shops 
hours ; iieuee it wiil be seen, that the dura- hardly ever undergo any change for the 
tion of the whole year » inapectvon, includ- better. 

ing the loss of time through inactivity of It is not without much expense that this 
the two Wardens, does not exceed twelve mockeiy of examination is carried on ; for 
hours. Is this in^the least degree naeful, sumptuous dinners are given by the College 
considering the number of shops requiring to tlie Censors q,nd the two Wardens of the 
examination in such a metropolU as Lou- worshipful Company, and as our courtly 
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president, with tlie treasurer sod registrar, | 
wake part of the company, tliey could not of 
course be well treated without some Cham- 
pagne, and other good things. It will be 
seen, that the expence of tavern proceed- 
ings, along with suudrv items, for three 
days, cannot be much under 501. This 
money saved by the College for three or four 
years, would enable it to place in its new 
and splendid library a bust of the great Dr. 
Jeuner, vtriio, within a few years in this 
country alone, by introducing vaccine ino- 
culation, saved more liv/vr.than all the pre- 
sidents, fellows, and IfOIcnlintes, of our 
Koyal College since its iirst foundation. 
No compliment (prohpudor) was ever paid 
by ti)e London College of Physicians to the 
worldly saviour of millions. 

Before 1 finish the liistory of the exami- 
nations of apothecaries* shops, 1 must say 
that the conduct of the entire party was not 
of the geuteelest order ; for where a shop door 
happened not to be speedily opened, the 
bell occasionally received a most violent 
ring. I saw more than one apothecary of- 
fended at our intrusion, and, instead of re- 
ceiving us as gentlemen, went out of the 
house, leaving us to find in the best way 
we could the objects of our examination. 

Concluding this subject, I freely own that 
I was most heartily disgusted with my 
office: and unless something is done to- 
wards its effectual impruvement, 1 should 
he sorry, on a future occasion, to undertake 
the duties of a Censor. To liave an active 
and useful inspection, the Censors and War- 
dens, of more youthful days than those de- 
scribed, ought to divide themselves into 
two bodies. Thus two Censors and a War- 
den might be engaged in one district, 
whilst the other Censors, with their Warden, 
might, on the some day* be employed in an- 
other. 

'I'he Apothecaries’ Company, I ought to 
mention, have their own examiners for Lon- 
don ; Low does it occur, tlierefore, that 
iliere are apothecaries practising for years 
who have never been visited by them 1 


CASUS or DOr’DLE-FrSSUnED HAREI.ri* SUC- 
CESSFULLY TREATED. 

CriA RLB8 Fixott, l:}sq.,M.li.C.$.,Jer(^, 

' To the Editor qf The Lancet* 

Sir,— Aware of your readiness to give 
publicity to improvements in the practice 
of surgery, allow me to intrqduce to the 
notice of your readers, a ^rief account of 
three cases, in which I have successfully 
operated for the cure of double-fissured 
harelip. My mode of operating dififers from 
that usually practised, and its complete 


success will, 1 trust, slioviil|^s great supe- 
riority over every other. '1 iiRyou may be 
fully convinced of the extent of tile deformity 
• n two of the cases, 1 send yon the maxillary 
processes which were removed, and you will 
observe still attached to each the tuber- 
cular appendage, or lip-like process. 

You perhaps may consider it strange, that 
1 should have delayed four years iu making 
this subject known ; but 1 am sorry to say, 
my account of the operation was read at the 
Medico- Chirurgical Society about three years 
ago. when eitlier owing to the disunion that 
existed in that body, or not exactly under- 
standing my meanine, the paper and plates 
remained iu the hands of their council more 
than a year, about which time 1 thought 
proper to recal them. 

As the first part of tire operation may 
not be rightly understood, 1 have added 
four drawings, delineating the whole pro- 
cess. 1 hope this improvement in the mode 
of operating will be favourably received, 
and 1 shall be satisfied in having been 
useful to the profession. Believe me, Sir, 
Yours, most respectfully, 

Charles Fixott. 

Case 1.— Jane Le Gros, astat. 15. Double- 
fissured harelip, protuberant maxillary pro- 
cess, with three teeth and tubercular appen- 
dage, or lip-like process, projecting half au 
inch beyond the symphysis of the inferior 
maxillary bone. Was operated on the 7tU 
day of jVpnl, and cured in fifteen 

' days* 

Case Edward Le Fenvre, atat. Sf5. 
Double-fissured harelip, tubercular appen- 
dage, maxillary projection, with two iceth 
extending nearly half an inch beyoud the in- 
ferior maxillary symphysis. Was operated 
on the i!d day of November, 382*!, and 
cured in three weeks. 

Case S.— Peter Chevalier, aetat. 17 ; dou- 
ble-fissured harelip, tubercular appendage, 
aud maxillary process, with three teeth pro- 
jecting three-quarters of an inch beyond the 
lower jaw. Was operated on the 2d day of 
November, 182-1 ; palatine fissure very large. 
Cured iu three weeks. 

The palatine fissure in the above three 
cases, has considerably closed. The pa- 
tients retain their saliva, articulate much 
better, and are not a little proud of their 
improved oppearunce. 

Jl^ode of Operating. 

Having placed the patient in a chair, with- 
out previous preparation,* his head resting 
on the breast of an assistant, and his hands 
secured by another. I take the external 


• Application of sU’cking-plaater a fort- 
night before, to bring the cheeks forward. 
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edge of the t^rcular appendage between 
the index fin^r and tljumb of inj left band, 
(vide Plate 1,) and divide the appendage 
laterally upwarda into two portions, to the 
cartilage of the nose, (Plate 2} letters o, c\, 
then turning the edge of the scalpel inwardsi 
I pass it round the roaxillarjr prominence to 
denude the bone, which, with a metacarpal 
saw, I take off in a line parallel to, or cor- 
responding with, the fissures, that no aper- 
ture may be seen below the nostril after the 
operation j the external tubercular half of 
the appendage, or lip-like process, being 
turned in the latter part of the operaUon on 
the divided cartilage and maxillary bone. 

2dly. I take a piece of pasteboard, two 
inches wide, and about six inches long, in 
my left hand, which I apply under the 
lip on each side, and, with my thumb ex- 
tended, and pressing the lip upon it, I cut 
a portion of it from above downwards, as 
represented in Plate 1, letter c, using a 
fresh scalpel to each side. Ihe divided 
edges are then brought in contact by my as- 
sistant, when I apply two twisted sutures. 

3dly. If the external tubercular poruon 


of the appendage is so wide as nearly to 
close the nostril, 1 take part of it off on 
each f then turn the remaining centre 
on the divided septum and maxillary bone, 
pressed fcy hnt, and secured from below up- 
wards with adhesive straps. Ihe lip is 
dressed as in. ordinary cases, and Louis’s 
bandage applied ; the dressings are removed 
five days after, and the pins withdrawn ; the 
same dressing is continued every other clay, 
until the case obtains a perfect cure. This 
operation could be^ickly performed, were 
it not for the hromorrnage filling the patient’s 
mouth. The advantages of this mode of 
operating are, 1 conceive, very great , 
1st. They do not present that deformity 
which must actually result after that prac- 
tised in all ports of Europe to this period. 
The lip here is perpendicular, more even, 
and is operated upon at once ; 2dly. Union 
is perfect in a fortnight or three weeks ; the 
patients retain their saliva, articulate bet- 
ter, and masticate well, and no appearance 
'-'%thatan 


remains, unless you ooserve c 
operation has been performed. 


Plate I. 
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and of wLicU he ie doubJul, whether it will 
expand at alL 

Throughout the whole paper, there is a 
laboured endeavour to persuade the reader, 
that Nubia’s acquaintance with these prin- 
ciples is of long standing, while, at thej 
same time, every page convinces os that he 
never advocat^ them before. For in- 
stance, the following remarks, with which 
he dismisses the expansion shoe, if not 
attributable to ignorance, which charity 
leads us to suppose, n^t be ascribed to in- 
tentional misrepresentation. 

Page 49. “ But unfortunately there are 
two insurmountable objections to the use of 
these shoes. First, because they cannot 
be applied to the foot, without the use of 
nails ; and, secondly, they improperly give 
expansion exclusively to the toe or fore-part 
of the foot, which, by its remote situation 
from the heels, where the dilation should 
take place, causes its occurrence at the very 

int where nature has not intended it to 

. It also appears to me very doubtful, 
whether the joint-shoe will expand at all, 
when rivetted to the foot with eight or nine 
nails.” 

Nubia has previously assured us that, like 
Nimrod, he has ** studiously sought for intel- 
ligence in every quarter likely to obtain it, 
tlie closet, the knackers, the riding-sehoU, and 
tlie road,'’ has “ ridden many miles, and 
spent many pounds in search thereof.” Yet 
if so, it is to be regretted that he had not 
also resorted to the very best school of in- 
struction, the yhrgs, where having once taken 
up a foot having on an expansion shoe, he 
would have seen the foot expanding with 
the shoe, aud no longer have been doubtful 
oil tlie subject. But this it plainly appears he 
has never done ; yet he takes upon him to de- 
cide on its merits, without ever having seen 
it in operation. If Nubia is, os he states, 
convinced of the truth of Mr. Bracy Clark’s 
doctrines, it is singular that during even one 
day only in the years of his pretended experi- 
euce,hehad not examined, when it is applied 
to the foot, the shoe which that gentleman 
recommended after years of trial. The scien- 
tific world will not believe so readily, that 
lie who has been all his life insisting on the 
necessity of expansion to the foot, should 
recommend a shoe that will not expand alalL 
Nubia’s second objection, that this shoe 
expands at the toe and not at the heels, is a 
further proof that he has never seen it on 
the foot ; it is fully as erroneous as the first, 
though not quite so absurd; indeed the 
objection is sophistical enough, 1 am sorry to 
say, to be clierished by many in the veteri- 
nary profession. They are not awarCf Or 
they do not know it appears, that the foot 
being fairly cleft bevond ils centre to wiUiin 
an inch and a haff of the toe, leaving a 
triangular p{«ace which is occopied by the 


yielding elastic frog, opebl|yrom the front 
as from a hinge ; and that as to the expan- 
sion of the foot so much sp(d:en of, it can 
never take place unless the toe, nay, the 
whole foot, is at liberty. Elasticity is there- 
fore, in some respects, a bad word, since it 
is not wholly so.^ materials, but a cleft- 
dividcd foot, which must expand by halves 
like the cow’s foot, as it were, or not all. 
Nubia, and all other objectors, who for want 
of a better reason, and without consulting 
anatomy or common sense, have urged this 
simple argument, might just as well aud as 
truly maintain that the hoof of a cow, or any 
other cloven-footed animal, does not open 
at all at the toe, because the joint is situated 
behind, at the heel; or tliat a door opens 
not at the latch, but only at the hinges. 

Unaware of tJiis, many writers on shoe- 
ing, and also many practical men, have 
attached great importance to driving the 
nails ns far forward as possible, that the heels 
might have room to expand ; but this they 
cannot do, if the quarters are confined. 
They can bend inwards, but from the in- 
flected structure of the part, they can- 
not dilate outwards without unnatural force. 

in proof. — Does this mode of nailing pre- 
vent contraction 1 Certainly not. 

In the next place, N uhia objects to the 
use of nails, calling tliem an insurmount- 
able objection,” though he deigns not to tell 
us why they are so. Nails are employed all 
over the world for tliis purpose, (except 
perhaps in Japan,) and in the present age 
we cannot do without them, neither is it at 
all necessary that we should, for they are no 
impediment (as 1 have just shown) to the 
I free action of the foot iu an expansion shoe. 
The fact is that Nubia, not understanding so 
much as he ought to do respecting the action 
of the foot, though well aware of the neces- 
sity of liberty, is of opinion that this can 
only be maintained by Bhoe.s attached in 
some way less rigid than by nails. This is 
hinted at in many parts of his long article, 
and in conclusion we are plainly informed, 
that were it not for the lumentuble state of 
ignorance and prejudice under wiiicli the 
world at present labours on this subject, he 
would " jnesent us with a natural defence for 
horses* feet, without the aid of the white- 
smith from which 1 iufer is meant a re* 
movable tlm or slipper of some kind or other, 
Turkish or I’ersian, perhaps; but of what 
material it is to be made, we are to remain 
in ignorance. Now if tiiis btshfulneu in 
adveitising his slippers, or jointed clogs, or 
what they may be, does not originate in 
fear, why not bo more explicit, and give to 
the public and the horses, the advantage of 
this discovery ; u^ecs he wiuts, peradven- 
ture, expecting prejudice to be banished 
from the ear th. 

This idea of a renoTable shoe ishy no 
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mem new; ! Braey Gink apent four 
yean in mak'^ and fitting them, and appear- 
ed to hare exha<iuted the principlea on which 
it mkhl be done, eonipludiiig, at loat, that 
the (fare, dtffiicuUieai and, above all. the ex- 
penae of auch ahooa, would preclude their 
general introduction in the preaeut atateof 
mechanics. Still, if this slipper which N ubia 
hasinpeUc, this unfie^ged thing of tender 
reputation is eoiy, durahie, and cheap, he ia 
unpardonable in withholding it; but we 
dpuht this, or the posaibility of any practi- 
cable clog or alipper. The expansion ahoe 
being, in ?Mt, as cheap, as lasting, and aim- 
|fie, as common aboes, and, withu. prevent- 
ing tliat aconrge, centraetim ; practical ob- 
jections against it are now never beard, 
and as to such blundering scribblers as 
Nimrod and Nubia, who abun to inspect the 
thhig they write against, their real or pr<^ 
tended ignorance shall not screen them fro^ 
the rebuke, which wilful miarepreaentation 
deserves. It is singular to look hack at the 
opposition that has been raised, step by 
step, to Mr. C'lark’s doctrines ; and now 
when the veterinary writers in The Sporting 
Magazine are forced to admit the necessity 
of an expansive defence for the preserva- 
tion of the foot, they invidiously attempt to 
persuade their readers, that his shoe ia futile 
and inefficient. These gentlemen have at 
length consented to acknowledge, that they 
have hitherto been on the wrong scent,'" 
but they cannot allow that Mr. Clark has 
been right. The objection is not, as I said 
before, to the measure, but to the means, 
and iu proposer. 

Hatfield Street, Stamford Street, Jan. 15. 


•UnOICAL RXFOEM-DXNKBa TO 
lan. w'ASLSY. 

JMr. Paly to Afr. fVakley. 

33, Bouverie-atreet, Fleet-street, 
Jan. 'i-lth, 1829, 

BEAnStnr-The gentlemen who undertook 
the arrangements connected w’ith the resolu- 
tions, adopted at a public meeting in the 
Freemasons' Tavern, on Tuesday, Dec. 
«3rd, 1828, (a copy of those resolutions 
having already been transmitted to you,) 
have requested me, as Chairman of that 
meeting, to inform you, that, should the 
day suit yCut convenience, they consider 
Ibe 18th of Fsbruary next, the most proper 
time to beg the favour of your company in 
ths ssf&e tavern , at a pttblio dinner. 

1 beg lewa to state elm, that their reason 
for naming that day in preference to aiiy 
Other, was, that it wtU be the snutversary 
of the comiiiencefaent 0 ^ thoae prOeeediags 
wbiob^ if xsslously potiiied, with the con- 
tinued aisisiauce of a Free 3dedM Press, 
will tend to raise your |r(dfossiOn«t 
VoL.i83. 


from their present demded condition ; 
which has been attributea, with justice, to 
the oonstitutiou and government of tbs 
Royal College of Surgeons in London. 

An answer to this letter, at your earliest 
leisure, will oblige the gentlemen at whose 
request 1 write ; and also, 

Yonr most obedient Servant, 
Jakes Paty. 

Thomas Wakley, Esq. 

Mr. Mr* Petty* 

Bedford-^ore, Jan. 24, 1839. 

Dear Sir, — I need scarcely say, that 
I feel most sensibly the very fiattering 
testimony of approbation, which my public 
conduct received from the large and respect- 
able meeting, over which you presided on 
the 23rd of December, at the Freemasons' 
Tavern. My exertions in the cause of a 
Free Medical Press, and Free Medical In- 
stitutions, have, at least, been honest, and 
honest exertions the public of this country 
never fail to appreciate. I am Bensible also, 
that the late trial has contributed greatly to 
strengthen tlie hands of public writers, by 
the important decision given at the outset 
of the cause, in favour of Journalists who 
feel that they are in a situation to justify an 
alleged libel, and also to open the eyes of 
Ute public to the corrupt system which pre- 
vails at our hospitals in the distribution of 
patronage, though I was not permitted to 
enter fully into this port of the case. But, 
Sir, greatly as 1 deprecate and detest the 
system of nepotism, to which, 1 believe, 
Mr. B. Cooper is indebted for his aitu- 
atioD, I eniertain, equally with yourself, 
and .the gentlemen whom you represent, 
no kind of hostility towards that gentle- 
man. On the contrary, I respect his pri- 
vate character, and I would rather not, 
therefore, at present attend a festival, which, 
though instituted entirely upon public 
grounds, malevolence might perhaps con- 
strue into an act of persecution directed 
against bis private intereata. If the 
object of the festival were to celebrate 
the triumph of surgical reform, 1 should 
be proud and happy to attend. But 
though the victory is, 1 believe, in our 
handa, the battle is still to be fought. I 
trust, however, the day is not far distant 
when we may meet to celebrate, not the 
virtualdefeat of afewindividuala,buttbe com- 
plete and fioalpverriirow of a corrupt system. 

In conclusidn, permit me to express my 
deep sense of gratitude towards yourself, 
and the gentlemen with whom veu are 
acting, for your very fiattering and distin- 
gtiisbed approval «f my efforts in the noble 
and thriving nmuse of Surgical Reform, 

Your obUgeAaad obedient Servant, 
Tuomas Wakley. 

lamea Faty, Estp 

SO 
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THB LANCET. 

jAndenf i/iofitiaf^ 3t, 1829* 

The late horrible murdm in Edinburgh 
still engage the public niud, to the ex* 
elusion of almost every other topic* The 
slate of the law, which, without qualifioatioo 
we may say, led to those atrocities, has 
been freely canvassed, W all the thinking 
part of the community. It seems to be 
now universally conceded, that the legisla* 
ture miist interfere, and, by some judicious 
enactment, provide bodies for our aua* 
tomical schools, and protect individuals 
against the risk of being murdered for the 
value of their corpses. We have witnessed 
with much indignation and disgust, the 
chilling apatliy witii which the greater 
number of our teachers of anatomy, have 
regarded the late unparalleled disclosures, 
and the reckless indifference with which they 
have kept open their dissecting-rooms, for 
the reception of stolen, and probably, of 
murdered bodies. Public opinion, however, 
seems at length to have awakened a few of 
them to a sense of their duty, and it is with 
much satisfaction we are enabled to state, 
that human dissections are discontinued in 
two of the schools of anatomy at the west 
end of tow'o, in those of Sheffield, Bristol, 
and Liverpool, in one of tliose at Manches- 
ter, and in that at Birmingham. In the 
latter jdace, the Magistrates, end Physicians 
and Surgeons, have severally held meetings, 
to take tlie matter into consideration, and 
the result has been, that they have resolved 
to petition the legislature for its interference. 
The following are copies of the Petitions ; 

To the Hon, ike House Commons, Sfc, 

** We, the iiodersigned acting Magistrates 
of the town of Birtuinghain, convinced of 
the urgent necessity of Some measures 
being ^u)>ted for the protection of anato- 
mical pursuits, and to relieve the feeliogs 
of the public from proceidisgs not unfre* 
quently brough t before us in our magisterial 
capacities, which are outrifes to all de* 
ceocyi and opposed to ^e laws of (he 


realm, kambly pteitniii the ettentioft 
of year Honourable House mitlie tnnexed 
Petition from tlie Physieiant and Surgeons 
resident in Birminghsi&i and to aolieit tha 
adoption of tome legislative enactmenta 
relating thereto, as your Hofiourable House 
msy deem exp^ient. And your petition* 
ere will ever pray.” 

'* To the Hen. the Horn / Commm, 

** We, the undersigned Fhyeieitns and 
Surgeons, resident in the town of Birming- 
ham, respectfully implore the attention eff 
your Honourable House to the necessity of 
speedily adopting some measures to remove 
the extsiiog impediments to the cultivation 
of anatomical knowledge. 

The want of legislative authority, to cul- 
tivate a science pre-eminently Connected 
with the most important interests of suffer- 
ing humanity, has caused public feeling to 
be outraged, end enormities to be com- 
mitted, disgraceful to a civiliied country, 
and repugnant to every moral and religious 
feeling. 

In various parts of the continent of 
Europe the study of anatomy is protected 
by the respective governments, and every 
facility afforded for its extended and liberal 
cultivation. 

Convinced tliat this is the only true basis 
upon wbicli the Medical Science can be 
founded, a science which must be considered 
one of the most essential of all human ac- 
quirements, your petitioners presume to 
solicit a similar protection from the legis- 
lature of their country. 

Vour petitioners presume not to dwell 
upon the advantages to be derived by the 
public service of the country, by the sick 
and injured poor, and by society at large, 
from the cultivation of Medical aud Chirur- 
gical knowledge, aud your petitioners most 
earnestly implore your Honourable House 
to take this subject into its serious con- 
sideration, and to adopt such measures as to 
its wisdom and justice may seem lit. Your 
petitioners will ever pray.” 

If surgery is to be practised with successi 
and as a science, the study of anatomy must 
be encouraged and promoted. That the 
dead must be dissected, or that the living 
must he mutilated, is quite certain* It ia 
for tbs public to choose between the two. 
Nothing can be move ridiculous than to sti|*- 
pose, Biat the men^»ers of the medical pfo* 
feisioh genoi^tyi uphold the practice of hu* 
man dhueetioni, either for their beoi&t, oi 
for (heir amuiemeht* On Bm eontraryi it 
ii a proeeie whieh #8y legvd •• aoit re* 



HUMA# CAE€AS3 BUTCHERS^ 


▼dtinginitt w«,«ttdon#wkidiliiey know 
to be often umt fiital in its ooniequenees. 
Nothing but i laudable deaire to acquire 
that knowledge, which aball enable them to 
discharge their duty, conscientiouily wd 
beneficially to their patients, could induce 
them to undertake it. Far different, how- 
ever, is it with many of our teachers of ana- 
tomy, the nature of whose commerce fur- 
nishes an explanation of tliat cold blooded 
and monstrous indifference, with which they 
have kept their shambles open as tempta- 
tions to Burkites, during tlie'^late feverish 
and paiuful state of public excitement. 
From these men we hear little or nothing 
relative to the difiiculties of procuring sub- 
jects. No ! They enjoy a profitable mono- 
poly. Hence their aversion to an al- 
teration of the system. They may be de- 
nomiuated human carcass bntcherSf and regu- 
late their scale of charges to the plun- 
dered and impoverished student, by the 
demands of the resurrectionist and murderer, 
as does the cattle butclier by tire de- 
mands of the farmer and graaier. This is 
their plan. They are supplied with bodies, 
or portions of bodies, from friends in coun- 
try hospitals, infirmaries, and work-houses, , 
at no other cost than that of package and 
carriage. The body, or piece of a body, 
thus procured, is then sold to the unfortu- 
nate student, at the resurrectionist's or mur- 
derer’s price ! One lecturer told us thot he 
had taken a burial- ground, and a small bouse 
adjoining. From this place he said he ob- 
tained a famous supply, aud that it was alto- 
gether a very good things” for as it 
wa* t secure and “ comfortable resting 
place,” as the saints have it, he could 
diafg* pretty handsomely for burying a 
body there, and afterwards get from his 
p^ils from eight to twelve guineas for 
t^iog it iqp i^aiu ! 3udU m the |irofita|>fr 
traffic of the humau careast butcher ) a 
fraffe which haaled, ia iomf mkooh, to the 
diaaectioti of thrice aa many bodies m were 
required for tha p urpoiea of acafooe* 


Wb have great pWiMie k ttotiiif, kaS 
Mr. Lawrence is appomted to the Siirgmal 
Chair in the Theatre of St. Bartbolomow’i 
I Ho^^til. He will deliver hie Introduetory 
I Address on Monday evening next, at aevea 
o’clock. 


EdifAurgh Medical Surg^esd Journals 
Janui^ 1829 * 

The universality of the iona of Erin 
is truly wonderful. Had Parry discovered 
tlie North-West Passage, or Sadler suc- 
ceeded in reaching the moon, there can be 
no doubt, such is the diffusibility of this 
singular people, but colonies of them 
would have been found there. They we, 
to the rest of the world, what the Greeki 
were to the Romans in the days of 
Juvenal, administering to the necessities, 
the pleasures, the vices, and the inatruetion 
of mankind. In killing or curing, lecturing 
or lampooning, mixing mortar or manufac- 
turing magazines, they are without compe- 
titors. Wellington at Waterloo, and Burke 
at Edinburgh ; Mr, Abemetby at St. Bar- 
tholomew’s, and Dr. Shiei at the Freema- 
son’s Tavern; the contributors of wit to 
the press, and carriers of briclX to the 
buildings of London; these give us som 
idea of the versatility and omnipresence of 
the inhabitants of Erin ; in short, whprever 
we turn we are sure to see the national 
genius in some shape hovering before us, 
like the manes of an unburied corse, through 
neglect or persecution at home. We thought, 
however, we were sure to lose sight of this 
ubiquitous phantom in taking up the present 
number of the “ Blue Journal/' for Scotch- 
men are jealous of admixtures ; but even 
here our hopes were disappointed, and we 
found, in its yery first page, an Irish eas?y- 
iat, diaguised in frmlsoap and lamp black , in 
ttw person of l^r. Stokes, of the MeaUi 
Hoapital, 0ti|^in.^^e promisee, too, to be 
rather a ibnnldabte caitemtr to the witioa, 
having all the manner and ^eUiod which 
dOi ' ^ 
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cbwBctenze tbe difute sterility of the class 
of writers to which he helongs. Once that 
one of them has acquired the craA of com- 
poaitioQ, there is no Hmitiog his lucubra* 
tiODs; the facility of setting them in mo* 
lion, and of providing materials for their 
manufacture! is so great, a hint on any sub. 
ject is quite sufficient for the purpose. Dr. 
Riood! for example, an original in liis line, 
asserts in printt throi^i fear or phrenzy, 
that there is nothing like bleeding in the 
cold stage of ague, and instantly all the 
lancets in the empire are unsheathed, and 
all the intermittent patients phlebotomised 
to ascertain tbe truth or falsehood of the 
Doctor’s opinion. The experiment, after 
making a tour through the profession, at 
length appears, to the dismay of the Re- 
viewers, in a iliousand shapes in the Jour- 
nals, bringing the remark to hear, with 
doable force, on these secondary agents in 
the advancement of medical science, which 
Pope applied to the Commentators on the 
poets 

One fool in verae, makes many more in 
prose.” 

Thus Dr. Stokes informs us, that be was 
pot on the scent of bleeding in iutermittents 
by the c^pes published, some time back, by 
Dr. Mackintosh, of Edinburgh, and, to do 
him justice, he certainly set to work very 
systematically. To ascertain, with preci- 
sion, tbe efficacy of this treatment, he tried 
bleeding alone in tbe cold stage of the dis- 
ease, cxliibiting even purgatives only when 
necessary. Tbe quan li ty of blood abstract- 
ed in each instance, the rigour being at its 
height, averaged about fourteen ounces, but 
tbe operation was seldom performed more 
than once or twice in each case. The fol- 
lowing were the symptomi with which hii 
patients were affected 

" Tlie local symptoms which occurred in 
tbe cases under my observation, ma^ be 
reduced into two clsaseji 'I hose 

which occurred during. Urn y^oxysm ; As- 
emtd, Those which continued during the 
intermission, but wbich wdTe aggravated in 
the paroxysn^ and which were generally 


most severe in the cold Among the 
first were severe pain in loins, great 
beidaoh, violent cough, sansaUon of o\^ 
pression, aoreueaa in the pnecordial region, 
dyspnaa, accelerated and woril pulse, nau- 
sea, epigastric tenderness, and bilious vo- 
miting.” 

In tbe following recapitulation, he enu- 
merates the effects of bleeding in the cold 
stage, on the patients affected with the |ire* 
ceding symptoms : — 

Tlie effects, then, of venesection during 
the cold stage were--checking tlie rigour 
aUogetlier; momentary suspension of the 
rigour ; checking the rigour after a certain 
quantity of blood was drawn ; its relurn in 
a milder degree ; diminution of its inten- 
sity, but not of its lengtli ; relief of local 
Syiniitoms alone; prolongation of rigour, 
without diminution of its intensity ; no ap- 
parent effect ; disappearance of the rigour 
on tbe fourth ])yrexial day after the opera- 
tion, but persisience of the symptoms, indi- 
cative of internal congestion.” 

These effects are, of course, to be under- 
stood as occurring in different cases, so that, 
by this summary of the consequences of this 
practice'io the cold stage, it wilt be seen 
that they were of the most opposite charac- 
ter. Having observed that he seldom law 
the rigour cut short by the operation, he 
proceeds to state the effects of tbe practice 
on the lobsequeut stages of tbe disease. 

“ Tbe effects of bleeding in the cold fit, 
on the subsequent stages, were as follow 
The hot stage being rendered milder ; hot 
stage being not distinct; sweating rapidly 
succeeding; increased severity of hot fit; 
increased length of hot fit ; sweating stage 
rendered milder ; non-appearance of sweat- 
ing stage, or hot stage ; no apparent effect 
on either stage.” 

Thus, in this stage of tbe disease, as in 
tbe former, tbe most contradictory come* 
quences were produced by the use of the 
lancet in different instances. Hitheito, 
however, the effects aaeribed to thia prlie- 
tiee have been, et least, innoxiout, if not 
salutary. We aball now see, in the world 
of the writer, that theae tre not 
always of so liarmlesa a deieription. 

Tlie evils of bleeding were new local 
infiammatory symptomi, add low irritative 
fever ; tliese were gaatritia. bronchitia, pe- 
ricarditisi aodpninnionia* The first of ^eia 
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tfTectionBt gas^ 4ti8/ appeared nioat frequent* 
ly and moat attverely* in addition to tbeie 
injurioua conaequenceS) Uie writer was sn- 
formedi by a friend^ that in a few cases 
which pame under his treatment, the pa- 
tients never recovered from the collapse con- 
sequent on bleeding during the cold fit of 
the disease.'* 

Br. Stokes concludes his ininnte, and, we 
are sure, accurate, account of his pathologi- 
cal experimenu, by remarking, that the 
most obvious and salutary effect of the prac- 
tice was the removal of the local symptoms 
of the disease, such as pain of the lumbar 
region, bronchitis, cough, and dyspnesa. 
In all the cases which he treated, he was 
compelled, sooner or later, to give quinine 
for the eradication of the disease, and thinks 
that the practice should be confined to 
those cases where there are obvious indica- 
tions of congestion and inflammation. 

The next article contains a series of very 
elaborate and pretty speculations, on the 
question, ** Whether the blood be alive or 
not,*’ by an Army, or o Navy% Doctor. A 
young geotlomau, confined on board-ship, 
or in barracks, msy be allowed the indul- 
gence of speculation to kilt his leisure 
hours ; but we have neither taste nor time 
to examine, at present, the results of his 
imaginative industry. 

We, therefore, hasten to ('ongratnUte Mr. 
Cusack, of Steven’s Hospital, and of Aftur- 
Hlary notoriety, on, we believe, his second 
or third appearance in print, after a connex- 
ion of several years with one of the largest 
hospitals in the British empire ! Singular 
enough, too, that with so many opportuni- 
ties for the improvenient of surgery, we 
should now be helped by him to an essay 
on Puerperal Fever ^ but there it no ac- 
couhting for the eccentricity of genius, and 
We hive no right to subject Mr* Cueack’s to 
tlie laws which govern the iaindi of hum- 
bler mortals. llie contents of his essay 
are, indeed, as remarkable as the lelectioa 
of its subject. He dtsides puerperal fisvet 
into three distinct kinds : tbf inlNp* 


matory ; the low typhoid ; and a form of a 
mixed kind, attended with some of the symp- 
toms common to the other two* The symp- 
toms, treatment, and pathological anatomy 
of each of these assumed forms of the dis- 
ease, are all detailed with an amplitude of 
particulars, and an insensibility to the ob- 
vious fact that they were fdl known, for 
years, to the prof "|wn, which are truly 
sorprisiDg. Mr. Cusack, however, would 
have fully compensated for this commerce 
in common-place information, had the pro- 
position with which his paper concludes 
been original, namely, that puerperal fever 
was no other than *' diffuse inflammation 
of the cellular membrane of the contents 
of the abdomen but here, too, the pas- 
sion for simplifying pathology, by explain- 
ing the nature and cause of various diseases 
by a single agent, has anticipated his opi- 
nions, for various writers have hinted what 
Mr. Cuaack now boldly demands us to be- 
lieve in the following passage • 

** To view the low form of puerperal 
abdominal inflamination, or, as it has been 
termed, puerperal fever, in its true light, it 
seems proper to consider it as a disease, 
whose essential character consiats of a local 
inflammation of a peculiar nature, jmeom- 
panied by fever of the lowett typbcflkind ; 
as a disease by no means confined exelu- 
sively to puerperal patients, yet modified 
by the puerfwral state ; but, on the con- 
trary, it may occur (and frequently does) in 
persona of either sex, produced by the ef- 
fects of bruises, wounds, and surgical ope- 
rations. Nay, it may arise idiopathicaily, 
or, at least, from causes by no means mani- 
fest. 1 must further observe, that this dis- 
ease, if not the same, is at least a modifica- 
tion of that known by tlie term, ** diflfuse 
cellular inflammation ;” and although, in 
this fatal disorder, tlie cellular membrane it 
the seat of the disease, yet this ciroamstance 
is not always the case, and inflammation of 
a similar character to tlrat which has its seat 
in the cellular membrane, may attack the 
peritoneum, the uterus, tlie ovaries, or other 
parts. It may be fUrther irgued, ihet tho 
infiamoiation we ate oonaidertng is not con- 
fined exclusively to ^e abdominal region, 
when it attack.* pu«rp^(|d wemen, but may, 
and not unfrequmly do^ affect the cellu- 
lar structure of tb«r extremitiee, and then 
produces a fatal disease, by soiu consider- 
ed phlegmasia dolcns* Lastly, tl " *''^*^dis* 
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posing snd exelUbg eauses of this low form 
of tho disease, slthough apparentlj different, 
are of a precisely similar nature to those 
which produce cellular iitdammStion/* 

Granted, in complaisance to Mr. Cusack, 
that tins pathological ** hotch potch” was os 
cohiistent with itself as it is obtiouslyin* 
congruous— 1 k>w far would it extend our 
knowledge of the disease in question t He 
starts in lys career J speculation at the 
point, say, of healthy inflammation ; runs 
through the various grades of that condition 
of the aystem, assumes one of these state- 
called ** cellular,” as a settled and explained 
fact, though it is any thing hut settled or 
explained as. the ** Constitutional Irritation” 
of Mr. Travers, the *• Irritative Fever” of 
Dr. Butter, the Diffuse Inflammation” of 
Dr. Duncan, and the Phlegmonoid Kryai- 
pelaa” of Mr. Lawrence, sofficieutty attest ; 
next transfers this nosological phantom from 
the mitside to the interior of the human 
body ; then supports the propriety of this 
translation by a few htconsequenria! analo* 
gies ; and lastly concludes the scene by 
assuring us that this inflammation hitherto 
called Purperal Fever, is an inflsminstion 

of a peculiar kind/' for which piece of 
iatelll^ce the profession should be forever 
hU grateful debtor! Inflammation of a 
** peculiar kind !” thank you Mr. Cusack ; ] 
** inflammation is inflammstion,” says Mr. 
Cuasck i « rhuhSTb is rhubarb,” ssys Dr. 
Ollapod in the comedy. We therefore leave 
it to our readers to determine whether the 
Doctor or the Surgeon has added most to 
our knowledge by his definition, fw we 
have not apace just now to point ont at 
greater length the coutradictiona involved 
in Mr. Cusack’s proposiu<Mi, or the lament- 
uhle ignorance ofohstetrieal science, evinced 
in the concoction of flua ccck>asd*a-hull 
ttory. ’ \ 

(TpUem^l^uJiid.) 


MEDICO-BOTANICAL SOCIETY, 
Satkvilk Stmt ; TuiiiuyJan,ZT* 


The Right Honourable Easl Stanhope in 
the Chair. 

Sevebal visiters were introducef snd 
presented to the Chairman, amongst #hom 
was the Spanish Ambassador. The Secre- 
tary eommeoced the proceedings by enume- 
rating gifts of hooks, opium, and plants, 
made to the Society since the last meetiug. 
I'hanks were voted to the donors, A letter , 
was then read from Mr. Peel, stating the 
interest whicli his Msjesty was pleased to 
take in the objects of the Society, and that, 
as a mark of that interest, he was commanded 
to present tire Society with s gold chain and 
medal, to he worn by the Chairman at the 
meetinga of the members. In accordance 
with his Majesty’s commands, the nohle 
Chairman was decorated with the royal gift. 
The thanks of the meetiug were voted to 
•Mr. Peel on the occasion. Their Majesties 
the King of the Netherlands snd the King of 
Denmark, were elected Honorary Fellows of 
the Society. Mr. Hoy, the Under Secretary 
of State, and several other gentlemen, were 
admitted as Fellows, The Karl Powis and 
Lord Mabone, were proposed as Fellows, 
and immediately balloted for, and elected. 
Several gentlemen were proposed, and others 
balloted for, tU of whom were elected but 
one, who was black-balled by a majority of 
15 to 8. 

The Secretary proceeded to read two 
papers, one on the auperior propertiea of 
the equisetum sylvaticum as a diuretic, aud 
the other on several plants, Ac., presented 
by John Hardy, jun., Es(p,on the previous 
evening} the length and nature of which 
preveut our doing justice lo them, by at- 
tempting to report them. During the read- 
ing of the latter paper, the attention of some 
of the members was engaged in other direc- 
tions, the Secretary noticing which, observed, 
that if it was not sgreesble ho should retd 
it, he would leave it alooe : he altq^d like 
silence. . 

The CnAinMAH (to the Secretary)— No, 
no; go on. ^ . 

One of the commumcations aeriip»i|lf »• 
commended a medicinal pi eparatipAofwhitdi 
it treated, to the attention of ttie Sb«to, 
and all Europe, oo aooouet of italiame-^jihe 
“ Alliance,” coarideriug that that 
would he ft goirantee for Its exeelience in 
vnf'pvtt of Urn world* Theoks were voted 
totheauthoriofthepapeii. 

tJp to this period, considerable irreihU- 
rily ocenyted & the proceedinge. tlie bal* 
edniiileiiit tftdliiiiodw}* 
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tions, r«per My itopped tlie MAdiag of tli« 
papers, w* xh were heard with appareatly 
little iotereetf At their concluaimi, the mi> 
nutes of the meeting of Dec. 9 th were read ; 
the most important part of which appeared 
to be, that of a question which arose on Uie 
eipulsion of Thomas Brown, Esq.» one of 
the Fellows* 'J'he minutes statcA, that a 
question was put to the meeting whether it 
should be aceepted or not, which being de» 
tarmioed in the oegatire, it was proposed 
'tiiat he should be ejected in lieu thereof, and 
his name be erased from the list of Fellows ; 
and this being carried, the name of Mr. 
Brown was eriued bj^ the Chairman accord> 

Karl Stawhope then rose, but whether as 
the ehairmse,of a fellow, we could not un- 
derstand. In moving that the minutes be 
confirmed, he thought it right to mskeafew 
obat^rvations. He begged the meeting to 
consider, that he was not calling on it to 
approve or sanction the proceedings of the 
meeting to which they referred. He con- 
sidered that the word confirmation did not 
involve any approval ; it meant nothing 
more tiian this, that the minutes, as far aa 
they reported the proceedings, were cor- 
rect ; taking it in this sense, he begged to 
move, that the minutet of the meeting of 
December 9 lh be now confirmed. 

Dr. SiGMOND, with due deference to the 
noble Chairman, begged to submit* that this 
was not tbe light in which confirmation would 
or ought to be taken *, for hia own part, he was 
desirous of moving that a revision of those 
proceedings should he made. Dr. Sigmond 
proceeded to argue, that the confirmation 
could be no other than a sanctioning of what 
had been done at that met'iing, and quoted 
the jiractice of the Mouses of Parliament, on 
similar occasions, in support of his opinion. 

Farl Stasmopk considered that it was 
very irregular to revise on one evening the 
proceetling* of another. It would, for in- 
stance, be extraordinary to pass a vote of 
thanks at one meetiug, and to consider at 
the next whether it should not be re- 
scinded ; it would be the same if Uw ex- 
pression of a meeting w’ero of a conlrary na- 
ture. 1 f the proceedings which it was pro- 
to confirm had been hastily carried 
11)110011001, he would have been the first man 
faf re-consideriiig them. Ho moat sincerely 
dnplored the loss they had sustained, but 
1 ^« rmly cotirso now was to submit a pro- 
position on the subject to one meeting, in 
‘ f he usu|r 1 form^ for tlie oonaideration of an- 
other. 'Many of tho fellow* were not pre- 
pared for * dliicnstioik thii**eniii|, and it 
wa« taking thm by aumiMi to agitate it. 
Me wid th«M thing* with ttnt tOipooi for 
Dr, Sigmond, hut auoh was nil opinion. Ho 
diddered, liio, tbit th* Ttfowno* to th* 
jiouae* of PaiBaiftettt WM W 
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'Here provtoni notieei motiooa tr* re- 
quired by the law*. Hero they 1 ^ peculiar 
privilege*, and could do without it. He sub- 
mitted to the learned Doctor, whether he 
had not better take aome other coarse ; if 
he eould show bias that the proceedings of 
tlie late meeting had been of a hasty nature, 
he would soon evince his anxiety to retrace 
Ilia steps ; but he thought it due to the 
council and the meeting to deny that such 
was the cate. 

Mr. Cui/ncniLL could not refrain from 
aaying a few w ''^s on the present ques- 
tion, for the eyel^ of the whole scientific 
world were fixed upon the proceedings 
which htd lately taken place in this society, 
and, as a first step, he should move, that 
the correspondence which had lately passed 
between Mr. Brown and the society, be 
read. This motion was not seconded, that 
not being observed throughout the evening, 
but the Chairman put the question to the 
meeting, mid it was negatived by a show 
of hands. 

Mr. CuuacBii.1. regretted the decision, 
and drew the attention of the meeting to 
the law on the subject M expulaion of mem- 
bers, as it appeared in page 10 , of the 
}>rinted rulea. He considered that the ex- 
pulsion of Mr. Brown had been in direct 
violation of all law and decency, and, aa far 
as he was concerned, he was ashamed to 
’ belong to a society' which had been guilty 
of such proceedings. Mr. Brown was one 
of the roost diatinguisbed men of the *ge« 
He had become a fellow of this society, 
which was anxious to have his judgment in 
naming some plants belonging to the mu- 
seum ; they were sent to biro, and because 
he was notable to attend to them, ind return 
the plants in a moment, a letter was ad- 
dressed to him by the director “ Please to 
send back the plants.’* Mr. Brown felt 
himself, as he well might, grossly insulted' 
and he replied by sending in his restgnstiao, 

I as a fellow, with his diploma. He (Mr. C.) 
should have felt exactly the same. He dj«l 
not know Mr. Brown, they wei© perfect 
strangers, but he would not have his (Mr. 
C.*s) name identified with tliese proceedings 
on any consideration, and he wished this 
opportunity of stating his sentiments. Mr. 
Frost had written to Mr. Brown, requesting 
him to re-consider his resignation, and when 
he looked to ilie names and the rank of the 
fellows who had resigned, in consequence of 
the disgraceful expulsion of Mr. Brown, 
he ( Mr. C.) thought tliat it would have been 
a far better thing for the interests of the 
society, had it acceded to Mr. Brownes ]»ro. 
poaitimi. It wm *n insult to the scientific 
world that it h*ii n^t>^cmsr |o. ®nd those gen- 
tlftBien who hid sinoe V|^»ed, by their re- 
signation, clearly dadared so. the society 
had hoon imgftMd in th* c^nion of eve^ 
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•deatific mas, nnleii it odled back ita gtounda , without chai|[ing' m with gross 
aot» ho considered itiDuit die asuioidsi deatli. falsehood, witli insincerity, a iufuprtuio 

bio eulogy of his could add to Mr. Brown’s veri in bis declarations on th^ subject. Much 
reputation, and he felt that unless sometbiug as he (Earl Stanhope) respected the scien^ 
was immediately done to wipe off the pre« tide acquirements of Mr, Brown, he must 
sent stain, it would be no credit to him say, that be thought it ought always to be 
(Mr, C.) to remain in it He threw out remembered, that this Society was a A/dim* 
these bints for their consideration, though Botanical Society, and (hat it should he 
Sony to obaerre that gentlemen wene ready considered that it was not the interests of 
enough, (alluding to the rejoction of the botany it sought to promote, but those of the 
motion that the correspondence should be medical profession. We are not a botani* 
read,) to bold op their hands against tlie cal Society ; we ought not so fur to infringe 
ouestion, which was K, driving the nail on the charter of the Linnman Society, aa to 
further in they had already struck. He say that we are. The promotion of botany 
considered that it would be uo favour to bir, is not the end of our researches, but merely 
Brown to rescind the expulsion, for wbereo the instrument for acquiring a medical 
ever scieDce had planted her foot, tliere was knowledge of vegetable pioduciions, and 
the name of Mr, Brown known, and no act I shall shortly express the import of the 
of theirs could raise or depress his fame. Society, by saying, that ita business is tlie 
Dr, SioMoNu said, be lioped that the extension and improvement of the vegetable 
new council would take this question into materia medica. Application had not been 
couaideration. He thought it might retrace made to Mr. Brown for the return t>f the 
the late steps, without casting any aii^a on j plants for two years ; and what was the So- 
the old council. He was convinced, indeed i ciety to ilol He might have had no relish 
he knew, that many of tliose gentlemen I for tlie arrangement. They could not tell 
who had resigned, would ogain eater tiie|what was the cause of this delay, and it was 
^ety, if this were done; aud ha hoped en* | right, therefore, that the plants should be 
lightened feelings would allow them to j applied for. It was not to be llioughtof, 
retrace. This attention to tbe interests of | that after two years had expired, aod the 
science would add doubly to their laurels. | Society asked for them, Mr. Brown should 
He had hemd of the election of kings and j take fire at Uie application, and return his 
noblemen into the aociefty, with pleasure ; diploma; and lie thought it was hard upon 
but he did think that one man of real i those at whose instigation that had been 
science outweighed a whole world of kings, j done, of which complaiut was made, (and 
much as be respected (hem. The society ! he arowed that he was one.) that they 
could not repay the gratitude they owed to i should now he required to lay blame of any 
Mr. Brown. When tliose planUhad been » kind upon themselves. Mr. Drown had, of 
test to him, he was employed upon re* his own accord, ceased to belong to the So- 
aearches, calculated to obtain for him the ciety ; and he (Earl Stanhope) thought the 
thanki of the whole world. (Hear, hear.) Society was fully competent to decide on 
Hia miscroscopic inquiries at that time were receiving his diploma, or ejecting him. Ho 
of tbe moat laborious and valuable nature, tbougiit the thanks of the Society were due 
and employed every momeai of his time, to the Director for what he had done ; nnd 
'It was the duty of Mr. frost to hare named when the letters were read which Imd paas- 
tbose plants himself, or to have gone to some ed, it would he seen that he had lequested 
aMociale to have done it, or to have wailed .Mr. Brown to reconsider bis resignation, 
the convenience of Mr. Brown; it was a andrecalit. I'lie Director was not acces- 
perfect indignity to tbe society and to Mr. sorv to tiu* result of Mr. lirown's uetermi. 
B, that be had not done so, and he lioped naijon. He wlahed to speak his mintl on 
he might leave it in the hands of the new this subject with delicacy ; but he must say, 
council to rescue the foimer from its pre- thnt he thought the courtesy of Mr. Drown 
sent disgraceful siluatiou. wan never equal to his ncquiremenls, and ho 

Earl SrsNHOPB trusted he had already thought that was lim case now, He cer* 
shown the impossibility of doing whet was t.'iiiily felt it a misfortune that Mr. Brown 
proposed ; he felt the greatest resjtect for had resigned, but if he wight weigh onu 
the learned Doctor, and where it was right, lUing against uuother, he cuuhl not but con- 
was ready to icoeive any auggestioii for the aider, ihot the resignation of Dr. Maton 
consideration of the Society, In reply lo outweighed in iu iraportanee lltttt,<if ilt» 
die atatemeat that the late President hwl | Drewii a thousand fold, in coaefoiion lie 
resigned in conaequence uf these proceed' should any, tliatif any specific proposition 
ingB,heliad it from hothorily to state, that on the subject were sobrnUM to them, it 
this was not the ease, Jrit that it aiote from would be very well, but all else was nir, and 
causes totally dimrA ; and he should say, a waste of time, 
that be (the lale President) could sot be Mr.CuoacHiti, said ho would act upon 
said to bare abandejsed the Surety e& these this siq^gestios^ and aocordingly moyed. 
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tlut the minotr e noi eonftmed, »n4 tlmt 
the migmtiw of Mr, Broirn be aecepted^ 
ho begged to throw it out as a hiat to thf 
Couucil, that they ought not to rote on the 
occMion. 

The Noble Cliairman rose to pot this mo* 
tion, when .Mr. Churchill proposed that it 
should be ballotted^ and not put to a show 
of hands. 

Dr. SioMONo moved instead, that the 
question be referred to the consideration of 
the Council, with a requeat that they would 
re^coQsider the proceedings of December 9. 

Ms. CuuRCHtt.T, withdrew his motion, and 
seconded that of Dr. Sigmond, leaving it** to 
the good feeling of the Council to redeem 
the character of the Society,’* 

A gentleman thought it would he singular 
if the meeting separated without confirming 
the minutes of the late meeting. 

Some further conversation ensued, which 
ended by the Earl Stanhope proposing tliat 
the minutes should be couHrnied ** as a cor> 
lect report of tlie proceedings, and with a 
distinct understanding that the present 
meeting did not pledge itself to an approval 
of tlic late proceedings, and no opinion be 
expressed as to Mr. Brown.” 

A gentleman thought that that kind of 
form or order ought to be observed which 
was usual in recording minutes. 

Eorl SfANHorii considered that nothing! 
better could be done than what he bad pro* j 
posed, and again explained his opinian of the 
w*ord couftrmatioQ. The motion was accord* I 
ingly put, and no hands being held up against | 
it, the Chairman said, ** it seems to me; 
unanimously adopted." 

Mr. Frost, the Director, rose and called 
the attention of the meeting to the speci* 
mens of the plants, Ac , which Uid on the 
table, and with a large leaf tu one hand, ond 
a dower in the oilier, dwelt at some length 
on the promotion of medical botany, and in 
the course of his remarks threw out, as he 
said, some hints (o the representative of the 
King of Spain, and the Secretary of State 
for the Colouies, nnd stated tlmt the Society 
was promised a valuable douatiou of piauts 
from the garden of Madrid. 

A form, on the appointment of Vico-Pre* 
sideuts to the institution, w*as read, and the 
meeting adjourned to February the 10th, 


XKECfiiEs.-^ln a foreign journal, miotber 
ease is recorded, in which aome leecbea, 
which were employed first ou a ayphilitic 
patient, and aBerwards on an inlbut, com* 
mtudeated th« diseaan tnihu laUar* 
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Mr. Tax vsBs, President, in the Chair. 
The minutes of the last Meeting were read. 

AKctraiBU Bv- XNssTOxosts in the voue* 

bead, auCCESSFULtr TRKATEO BV TBE 

APPLICATION OP XIOATCBES. 

The Secretary read a paper communicated to 
Uie Society by Mr. Brodie, on the successful 
treatment of aneurim by anaUmom, by the 
application of ligaturea. There were only 
three cases of this description on record, 

I and Mr. Brodie was anxious that the pie. 
sent might be the fourtli. Treatment of this 
kind bad been first noticed by Mr. John 
Bell. 

A young lady received a severe blow on 
the forehead, in consequence of having run 
against a bed* post. Shortly afterwards a 
tumour, of about the size of a pea, was re* 
marked on die forehead, which remained 
stationary as to size for many years. In the 
year 1831 it bad considerably increased, and 
a surgeon of eminence in London wasesUed 
in, who attempted to cure the disease by 
pressure. Compressej were applied to the 
parts secured by tight bandages round the 
iiead. So far from ihia treatment being of 
any service, is soon as the Inmdagea were 
removed, the tumour was observed to grow 
mueb quicker than before. Nothing further 
was done till 1834, when another attempt 
was made to eradicate the disease by pres* 
sure, but with the same effect. In 183fi 
the vessels were tied leading to the tumour ; 
some relief from pain was afforded, which 
I'as of short duration. In 1837 the tumour 
was very Jorge ; the painful sensations wero 
aliended wtOi excessive weight over the 
eyes, and great depression. The patient 
remained to this state, the tumour going on 
swelling rapidly, till September, 1838. The 
tumour wasnow bigger than a large walnut, 
it was ftiiuated on the right side of the fore- 
head. When the fingers were applied to it, 
it appeared like a mass of fiesb, the skin co- 
veriiig it being thin. When tlie scalp was 
shaved, large and tortuous arteries were 
seen at considerable distouces, passing into 
the temple. On pressure being made on 
the temporal arteries, the pulsation of the 
tumour waa b little dimitiislied. The suf* 
ferings of the patient were at this period 
audi, that ihe was willing to submit to any 

tan that might be adopted to effect relief. 

t appeared to De. Robertson and Mr, 
Brodie, that no atteiil;;i4 to obliterate the 
arteries by mean* of Celtic, would be at- 
tended with advaiitage. f c .a|com£iU3h the 
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remortl by loet&t of the knifb, might be tc- 
oomptoied with biemorrbife, ind the oeu> 
tery could oot be ettended with suceesa. 
Mr. Brodietlmn euggetted, end in that sug> 
geation Dr. Robertaon agreed, that an at* 
tempt should be made to extirpate the dia< 
else by ligature. There seemed to be no 
more effectuul or safer method of proceed* 
iog left. A further consuitatioa haeliig 
been held with odier medieid gentlemen, 
and aU of them egreetag in the propriety of 
the step, Mr, Bi^t^erformed the opera* 
tion on Monday the ffvh of September. A 
strong double silk ligature baring been past* 
ed through the base of the tumour, it was 
firmly tied at right angles* The swelling 
•t first assumed a purple colour: great 
pain was occasioned. In the evening, the 
pulse being exceedingly strong, and the pain 
Tory serere, some blood was taken from 
the arm. On the 17tfa, venesection was 
again had recourse to. On the 18th, all 
the arteries entering die tumour not hav* 
ing teased to pulsate, it was concluded 
that the atrangolatiou wu not complete. 
Mr. Brodie then armed one of the needles 
with • strong doable ligature, which was 
applied in the tame direction that the other 
ligatores had passed. On the !2^dt the 
slough had begun to separate at its edges. 
On the S6th the slongh came sway. In tlie 
course of a few days the ulcer had begun to 
have a good eppearenee. Mtric add was 
applied; the sore continued to heal, the 
pulsation in the arteries to diminisb, and at 
present there was no more pulsatioo than 
iitoal. 

Mr. Li.oto bad had an opportunity of 
seeing a case of Anastomosis under (be care 
of Mr. Hodgson, which was situated in the 
ring finger. He betieeed, in one of tl»e 
cases published by Mr. Lawrence, the dis- 
ease had rttmoed to such a degree, that the 
cicatfix was elevated nearly hstf an ioch, 
Mr, L%wteacB had endeavoured to de»tr»>y 
the ditease hycsuAlic, hut without tficcL 
The ligature was theo applied, attd h« he- 
lietcd the return of the disease was to be 
ascribed to the ligature oot having been 
properly applied, 

Tbs PfcfSioiST thought the present a 
most inteteiimg and valuable cotnmunica 
tioui and trusted it would call funh a lively 
diseuision. 

Ml. HuTcntion tHtmght it waa desire* 
bVe that something specinc should bt known 
at to iu d'mgnoiia. Whether she strong pul* 
sation of tiie arteries wasAo Im eonsidered 
in that vie«'. He had seen numy of these 
cases, and did not temiduber to have ob- 
served the aiteiies a^rfortuoui than ordi- 
nsry. 

Mr. Anworr wad sedk two cases, in 
which the had been tied, and fuled* 
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Oae came into the Mi,, leaei Hoapital, 
where the earo^ artery hab^been tied ; in 
the other, the temporal artery; and then 
the carotid had been d^ed, but without 
effect, iti iti character, it bore great re- 
semblance to the dieeise now under dis* 
cuesron, and he had no doubt if tlm ligature 
had been applied properly, it wOuid have 
been suceossful. The case alluded to by 
Mr. Lloyd, be believed, was that of a 
child. 

Mr. Ltovn ola^erved it was. 

Mr. Arkott said, he believed in that 
ease he sew tlie operation, and certainly 
there was a small part not inciudeff, but 
afterwards sUe tnmour waa eompletelj^vto* 
moved. 

The ParsiDWT recollected, in a eonver- 
aadoft before the Society some time ago, a 
gentleman stating tliat (Htly half the tumour 
was included in the ligature, the other half 
died, and the effect was as complete as 
could be. He believed the case Mr. Amott 
referred to* terminated fatally. 

Mr. A RKOTT observed it had, but death 
occurred in consequence of the jugblar vein 
having been iofiamed. There waf another 
very excellent case, which had beeit wlatrd 
in the Glasgow Jouma), where thi artery 
was tied, but without effect. 

Mr. Hutchison doubted whether Mr. 
John Bell was the first to notice the disease. 
He believed a Mr. Allison, of Liverpool, 
was entitled to that credit. There was 
great analogy between this diM^aae, aiul 
that of nertw wtuOfruMj; there was one cir- 
cumstance, however, with respect to navus, 
which he might menlion : children were 
oAcu born with these marks upon their 
necks, and other puits, and as Uiey grew up 
they disappeared. 

The Pn&sjOKNT remembered a case in 
whtcii Mr, John (;uu»ingham Saunders 
opi rated, at Guy’s HospitsL The nifnle 
adopted was excision, and the mtu lost a 
great deal of blo^xl. If ihs uae of ihn 
osodle had heau iim koowa, (his mi«;ht 
har« Weu avoided. H« had seen many 
am* «:‘j>foachi»g to nwvi, but compared 
witii this, they were comparatively tiuim* 
portant. 

Ml. Lmn observed that the moat sin- 
gular caao of this dmnpiiort of diseasa 
had taken jdsci* iu ptactice Of Mr. 
i*aiigstaff. it occurred in the of • 
dbtldi. lb« preparsuon was m htssbascuiii, 
and might be seen by any of tlw|i|giabti* 
who iliought it worth their whilSb view 
it. The tuosour was supplted by th« prin- 
cipal artertes of the kg, and the diseased 
itrueture was so situated, at to render the 
use of the ligsture impo^ble. 

The PatsmiNT iaquirsd tf it was con* 
l^nitsil 

Mr. Uotp obiwfed, it 
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iMRMT t1i« |)Ttactp^ oflift bringin^oiitlietetioii of llif uitioi* H« 
W thi« CM* ft{»pe«red to liitt to | wu now constaaUy emptoyiiig it k powder. 
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treatment W thi« coot appeared 
b^%ie diieoktton tiieteit of tbe dioeate. 
Tnt t^ing of tbe front of tbe tumour w«a a 
eery ineffectual fftode of treatment. There 
woe eoroetbing in tbe ortenal circnlotion, 
whioh was so oompletetyomnteaimie/aa to 
teoid any direct preuure on tbe principal 
cbatinels. The case in wbicb tiie rmfutl, 
ulmrtmdhiw^l srteries were tied. occurred 
l<im« time eioee, tbe bleeding still continued, 
and it was only got the better of by cutting 
down upon tbe part, and destroying it wtcb 
Clastic 

MeMBEtt wished to know if the actual 
Otutery was employed 1 
'i'be PttEaiDEKT uboerred, itwai. 


LONDON MmilCAL SOCIETY. 

Monday t January f6, 18^9. 


Oie our entering the room, we found tbe 
tnembera rery busily employed in disenss* 
ing proceeding! of lost week, and the 

f enmal iinpression appeared to be, that Mr. 
nmbert had been very unfairly dealt with. 

Dr. WitU AMi in tbe Cliobr. 


The Minutes of tbe loot Meeting were 
rend. 

Mr. Leo vn and Mr. PsAnct mode a few 
obeervetioita on their inaccuracy. 

Dr. Bneu, in reference to Urn mlnoletof' 
the last Meeting, recoUecied perfectly wbit 
he had stated with reapeci to the ergtii of j 
rye, and it was hi« wish that it sbould be 
ftnernUy undetatood. The great argument 
be ha«i against the eHficacy of tl»o ergot, was 
idmply Ibis !«-Evefv individual practitioner 
who bad spoken of the propriety of u«iiig 
it, eloimed to bimonlf t)t« elbcicy of ita nc* 
tion. in ref«K*nce Co tbe Ibnn in which be 
bad adtniuiamred it; tome in the form of] 
Ihittture. otberi in Uiai of powder , it the 
viltue rrsted in llie p-mder, tlieu it was clear 
fbaoe who bad given the tincture bad brnm 
d^ved. Ilf only mentioned tbia. because 
hesiserved the Kegistrsr had taken no no 
tkeoflt. 

Mr« Wtuiin, in ontwer to what Dr, 
l^l^^bad stated, ohiervtd, tbit be bad 
Idmiydie ergot in all the three forini. pow> 
d«r, lNfuaion, and deooCM and be wssirell 
iit^od be bad witnoiiied beneffoial eiects 
feiraltiiig (nm all. With regard to the in 
fusion and the powder, be couM apeak pool 
iifok i bill with reipeot to tbe deooolioa 
having noedll only oneet beoouidnal. Stitt, 
hbwoverrhn ihonghtita^^^ upon 


ffrst, because it was more bandy ; it might 
be used upon the spur of the moment | ae> 
condly^ that os the ergot was a dear re* 
medy, it was of oontequesce to moke use 
of it in that form, tbe omaller quantity 
of which produced tbe most e0ect. The 
powder, in doses of half a dracbm, repeated, 
if neeesoarjr, tt tbe expiratioa of a quarter 
on hour, was, in generel, ouffiicient to pro- 
duce tbe full eff|gt of the remedy. Mr* 
Waller also wialvifltto esk tbe membert of 
tlie Society whether tliey bid ever met with 
a particular tumour, situated in Uie neck of 
newly- bom infants, which was of a stony 
hardness, not very Urge in site, and which 
usually ditappeared at the espirati<m of a 
few montlis, from ain to ten. He was not 
avrore that it had ever been noticed by 
authors ; but it ww described by Sir Astley 
Cooper in tbe out-patient room of Guy’s 
Hospiitl, as being produced by s rupture of 
the ffbres of the sterna e/akia^nkutndaus mus- 
cle. During the paosage of tbe bead of tbe 
child in tbe two coses be bod witnessed, the 
preoentatioiiawere unnatural, one being tbe 
breech, tbe other the foot, and, consequant' 
iy, during tbe passage of tbe bead of tbe 
child, a little more than the nsusl stretch 
was made upon the neck. 

The CuAiRWAii inquired, wbetUer tbe 
case referred to by Mr. WMlert bod occuned. 
in bit own pftctice. He idoo witbed to 
know wheiber any thing like force hod been 
used, the ease being pretevnaturol. 

Mr. W Ai LEn did not mean to osy, that 
DO force bid been used, hut not eo much os 
eras usually rettulred in those emoea, because 
tlm brat wot an exceedingly small child, and 
Ibe oilier was a cose of twins. 

A inquiied, at what period the 

absorption of the two tumourt took place. 

Mr. W A EEsa observed, the brat woa in 
about six monUia ; tbe latter was, if be 
might use the expression, now gmng on. 

Mr.CAitAWAV ssui, be bod seen three 
cooes like the one now under diseustion. 
Not practising miiUdfery, of course It could 
aot be expected be could speak with ancu- 
racy ot the mode in which the tuanours were 
prmtuevd. In one of the CMeo, ibe child 
was about 6v« moniha old ; is the other two 
they were about ten weeks. In the latter 
cott's, the tumourt were much leoe than the 
gist ; but it appeared, os desenbed by Mr. 
iNfdter, «i if the ttkes had hoen torn 
tbymtgb* In ibooe inotancea the abaorniitioa 
was very gisukai. Ihe only iueontenieoce 
that appealed Ur he produced, wia on inca« 
pahility of hi|»iiigdhehetd moved to Uie op- 
poiite aide mltbont. He bed never 
teen tlie dtneose deemi^d by any author. 
Upon&nquitls^ nf Dr. Bl^sll.hehidbeen 
iaimed hy m, timt MThnd teen inch 
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cases, and beUeved tliey arose hom some 
injury wbicU the child had sustaiaed in pass* 
iug. 

Mr. WALi^gBsaid, in the two cases that 
occurred to him, the swellings werp e^h 
about the size of a walnut, and as hard as a 
Hint. In the first instance, the child wos 
so small, you might almost put it, to use an 
old woman’s phrase, into a pint pot; the 
outlet of the pelvis was very large. In the I 
other case there were twins ; the pelvis was 
well termed, and, tber^re, little extract- 
ing power waa used. & 

Ur. Kauauoe. thinking that Mr. Salmon 
would have been at the Society tins evening, | 
had bronght several specimens of diseased 
rectum, which he begged the Society to in- 
spect. One was the rectum of a patient who 
had died of apoplexy, another of dilated rec- 
tum, and one where stricture had been sup- 
posed to exist, but which wss found not to 
be the case* 

A conversation here ensued between Dr. 
IlAMADGxand Mr. Lloyd, as to the coinci- 
dence of phthisis pulmmlis and disease of 
the rectum ; the latter gentleman contend- 
ing, that coincidence was frequent, and the 
former taking a contrary position. 

Mr. SflCARLY believed, that fistula in ano 
more frequently derived its origin from dis- 
eased liver than diseased lungs. 

Mr. Callaway could not consider the 
diseases were necessarily ooncoiniiant. Fis- 
tula m aito was not local, but, he thought, 
always combined with some o^anic dis- 
ease. Tlie use of the ligature had been too 
mneh neglected. It waa true that, in some 
cases, the use of the knife might be desira- 
ble, particularly where you could pass your 
bistoury to the aeat of the disease. Several 
empirics of the day had cured the disease 
by the use of the silver-wire ligature. 

Mr. Sheakiy recollected a friend of his, 
a timid lady, affected witli fistula iu am, who 
did not like to submit to the o|)eratioii : site 
placed herself under an empiric of the name 
of Van Dutcliell, and he (Mr. Shearly) cer- 
tainly considered the means he adopted in 
using the ligature, as extremely horrifying ; 
it was the cause of the most excruciating 
pain. How far this treatment would be use- 
ful, where fistula in ano was seated high up, 
would be matter of further consideration* 

Mr. Lloyd remarked, that he had not 
witnessed the pain described by Mr* 
Siieariy, where the opening of the fistula 
was situated near tlieanua; but that if it 
was, applied where the opening was situ- 
ated at a distance from the anus, tbit then 
the pain might be very great, « 

After a few further >b8ervationB from 
Mr. Lloyd and Dr. Eami^ge, the aubject 
dropped. 

Dr. Kyam to exhibit to the So- 

ciety a diseased^ nevt, taken from a young 


woman eighteen yeara of There was 
I polypus, of considerable size^ the rigiit 
auricle, and the left ventricle was materially 
i enlarged. The patient had dyspnoea from 
infancy ; when Dr, Ryan saw her, she was 
labouring under inflammation of the bowels, 
which caused her death in eight hours* 
The patient was pale, and there was no dis- 
colouration of the akin. Leeches were 
ordered to be applied to the chest. The 
respiration was difficult; the pulse was 
much stronger tlian general in the last stage 
of enteritis. The lungs on the left aide 
being cut into, a small quantity of pua 
ascBped. 

Mr. Callaway wished to know if there 
was any syncope. 

Dr. Ryan obseiYed there was not. The 
only information that could be got from the 
parents was, that the patient had had dif- 
ficulty of breathing from birth. 

Dr. Ram A DC £ had seen several cases of 
this nature, and considered polypus of the 
heart a disease of frequent occurrence. He 
did not consider the present a good speci- 
men of polypus. 

Dr. Ryan had not introduced it to the 
notice of the Society as a good apecimen of 
polypus, but for the purpose of showing the 
cause of the dyspnoea. 

Mr. Lloyd was rather doubtful as to the 
alleged ))olypus being organised. 

Mr. Callaway felt surprised that his 
friend Dr. Kamadge should have stated that 
polypus of the heart was frequent. He had 
always thought it of very rare occurrence, 
and believed he was borne out in that by 
what had been stated by Dr. BailUe. He 
bad never seen more than two or three well- 
marked organised polypi. 

Dr. Ramadce did not say he had often 
seen well-marked organised polypi, but 
that he had seen a great many cases of po- 

Jypi- 

Dr. Ryan did not know what the disease 
could be, unless it was polypus. Many gen- 
tlemen had seen it, and were well satisfied 
of its being to. 

Dr. Ram A DOE produced two excrescences 
takei from the hands and great toe of a 
gouty subject. 

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 

I Saturday, Jafmry $4, 182^. 

Mr. AnnoTt in the Chair. 

The Minutes of the iait Meeting were 
read* 

fSlOMO TlibRAX. 

Tlie PiiEsiiiEKt said it Was the tntenlioa 
of a memher to have rela ted to the Society 
this evemni, mteresting case of fouum 
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tfttfroxlid Wien, but, is congequence 

of not being nle to attend at tbe commence* 
ment of tbe meeting, be bad committed Ute 
facta to writing, which would be read to the 
Society. The case was one of a most in- 
teresting nature, and had been seen both 
before and after death, by perhaps more 
nediba) gentlemen than had ever attended 
such a case. It bad been rendered more in- 
teresting, in consequence of the object of 
it having been a medical gentleman. 

Mr. Cornish, a aurgeon, residing at Mil- 
ner Place, waa atfeeted with p/ummo thorax 
in November and December last. I'he 
cause of the disease was ascribed to over 
exertion on the part of Mr. Cornish, one 
evening when called up to attend a patient. 
Tbe night was extremely cold and foggy, 
and Mr. Cornish, in his anxiety to see his 
patient as soon as possible, had run for a 
considerable distance. The next day diffi- 
culty of breathing came on, which he neg- 
lected to notice for many days, but followed 
his usual avocationa. On the l5th or 16Ui of 
November, he was seen by Mr. Cooke, an 
eminent practitioner residing in Bridge 
Street, who considered sanguineous deple- 
tiott necessary. On tbe XOth of December, 
Mr. Cooke thought it necessary to call in 
tbe author of tbe communication, who found 
tbe patient lying on a sofa, and breathing 
with great difficulty. The pulse was hard, 
the cheek much flushed, great pain was felt 
in the centre of the chest, and the patient 
could only lie on the right side. The muscles 
of respiration were in violent action, there 
was no visible difierence in the sides of the 
chest. On applying tbe stethoscope to the 
left side, little or no respiration could be 
heard, hut on the right it was extremely 
loud. The heart was felt beating rather to 
the right and middle of the steruum. The 
author considered the symptoms altogether 
as extremely unfavourabie, and advised Mr. 
Cooke to take more blood from tbe patient, 
ordering digitalis to be given in powerful 
doses. On examining the chest the next 
day, the sound was more sonorous than 
before ; tbe pulsation of tlie heart was 
more to the right, and the metallic tiuk-| 
ling waa now diaiinctly audible. Ho had 
then no doubt of the existence of pneu- 
mo tborax. Kvery means were used to 
bring on eaqpectoration, but without avail ; 
the diiliculty of breathing iacreased. On 
the S9ili 0f December, the patient almost 
expired fi&i suffocation. Dr, Walshman, 
ana other medical gentlemen of 

emiomeei, were tlmu oelled in, the nature 
of the diaeate was explained to the patient, 
and he vraa informed there was no chance of 
relief, except from an opeiation. The pa- 
tient, however, at this time, it wai thoaghti 
wBsnOtrifh for such a itep. The ph^- 
ciaa moimmeadedliei^^ 


medical friend to act with him ; Mr. Law- 
rence was chosen. He attended ; found the 
patient breathing witii the utmost labour; 
pulse 140 ; skin cool ; had hod no sleep for 
many nights. On laying bare the chest, 
the action was observed to be very strong, 
tbe tinkling was very mneb like the sound 
of a musical snuff-box. The respiration 
waa loud in the right lung. On contnUtt 
tioD, it was the opinion not only of Mr. 
Lawrence, but of Mj^Guthrie, and severs! 
others, that the paOPit was so near death, 
as to render the operation totally tinne- 
cessary. The attending physician avowed 
that he felt satisfied of the existence of 
pneumo thorax. Under more favourable 
circumstaneea, an operation might have 
been warrantable, as the only means of saving 
ihe patient. An anodyne was given, and 
tbe medical gentlemen separated. Tbe pa- 
tient expressed great disappointment tlutt 
an operation bad not been ^rformed. Tbe 
author afterwards accidentally met several 
other of his medical brethren, whom here- 
quested to see the patient ; and it was ulti- 
mately* agreed, that the operation of paro- 
centens ehould be performed. An incision 
was made into the thorax, along the upper 
edge of ihe fourth rib. Immediately a gush 
of air came out, almost sufficient to ex- 
tinguish several candles. The patient ex- 
pressed the greatest satisfaction. No 
water then came from tbe wound. The 
relief continued for some hours, hut ulti- 
mately the difileulty of breathing returned. 
On the 3l8t of December, Mr. Guthrie, 
Mr. Cooke, aud several other medioal gen- 
tlemen, visited the patient, and found him 
labouring under considerable dyspnoea *, the 
pulse had fallen to 1X0. On the next day, 
the medical gentlemen were agreeably sur- 
prised to find the patient had bad severid 
hours of comfortable sleep, and that hit 
breathing was easier. He bad got out of 
bed without assistance. Mr. Lawrence also 
saw him, ainl found him considerably re- 
lieved. A canula was passed in at tbe 
wound, and when the finger was removed, 
air, in a strong stream, escaped through the 
aperture. It was concluded that this phe- 
nomenon clearly indicated that there waa 
considerable excavation between (he bronchi^ 
and the cavity of the plmra, less hope waa 
therefore eniertaiaed for tlie recovery of 
the patient. Oa the Xd of January he 
expired. 

Mr. Cornish being of the Hebrew per- 
suasiotti there waa some diffieuUy as to the 
allowance of an examination after death ; 
this, however, was ultimately acceded to. 
Dr, Waliham, Dr; Hodgkin, Mr. Guthrie, 
and many others, were^preaeU^ On raising 
(he atemum, the heart was fet;bd rather to 
the right of tlie median line \ tIDfe lefi lung 
waa ooUtpaed i about tughteen oances of 
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aperture ia thtstnirawtt oClieit«4y be <bt«ciM UmiAl«Yg«r tbiu 

maDyweckftaiyAmg',ibe)«Eltt 44 u»M&t^ t^ov <»( ^e tdoMmof ft buWy* 
adbeiukQtt but mn not mit4fitBy oiiMMd \ \ oatn. l>r . HodfktD bed § ipreited it tt bli 
tbe ligbl ires f ery muob Tke edbeeiaiu | opieuet, that there bed beee the conteeti of 

of tbe left bull, however, were coMMlered I e m^\ queotity of tuberdee evacueled from 
of maoy yeaie' eteodiug. It was e very ia* jtbta spot, through a imall broechiel tobe^ 
teiestmg queatipn, to coiuider it what a&d that this might have been efeotod ^ 
period the poeumo thorax commeQced.j 
Mr. Coraub himself had dated iu com* 
meucemeut from tlm period at which he bad 
beeo called up iu th(^dight, and had run 
hard. There could be bo doubt euteruined 
of the rupture of the pleura takiog place ou 
that evening. There were no means of 
asceriaioing the exlsteuceofpneumo thorax, 
except by oicultation and percussion aud 
wlieu those means were resorted to, no 
doubt coaid be entertained of the exiatence 
of pneumo thorax. The author thought if 
the operation had beeu performed early, the 
life of the patient might have been spared. 

Dr. Guanville regretted that tiie author 
should have sanctioned the perpetuation of 
a mistaken nomenclature applied to this 
important disease, it was attempted to 
be described under an erroneous name; 
he thought the more proper epithet would 
be pMumUm thmim. ile, however, con • 
sidered, that ^e thanks of the Society 
were due in mi eminent degree to the 
author for the pains he had takeu in 
bringing the case to the notice of the So- 
ciety in the elaborate manner be had done. 

Few cases had beeu watched and recorded 
with more accuracy. He eutireiy concurred 
in tile manner iu which the stetliosoope iiad 
been applied ; but did not quite concede to 
tbe observaiiou, that the cure might have 
been effected, if the operation had been per- 
formed earlier. He lamented that cases of 
this descriplioa were suffered to pass with- 
out endeavouring to ascertuu the nature of 
the air that escaped. There was no doubt, 
in tbe present instance, atmospheric air was 
what would have been found. 

Mr. Thompson wished to know Ute exact 
sUe of the baiulous oribce which had been 
described; he understood it was a very 
small one. It would be also right to know 
wiicther it passed through Uie cellular tissue 
that united the hugs together, or through 
the lungs themselves. 

The Author of the paper having arrived, 
felt obliged to Dr. Granville for the compli- 
ments he had paid him, with lespect to his 
having adopted a wrong name 8« ep)ilicabte 
to the disease. Hec^essed he had not 
taken much trouble to ascenaia its pro- 
priety. It was the mpne generally adopted, 
and be considered himself not answombh 
in having uae^ it. If hi had instituted a 
new namoi l^had uo*4onbt be should have 
beea coMidbied as t8t|iTiAg the subject fut- 
te temeciMCuy . Tk cttc of Ibo flti&oc 


the patient, by coromon ooughing. Tlicrc 
was nothing between the end of the bron* 
chial tube and the cavity of the pleura. He 
(tbe author) auppMed Uie membrane had 
given way in Uie action of running, which 
bad been described ; that air bad become 
extiuvssatod into tbe pleura, and that in> 
flammation of it took place. There was np^ 
thing but oscttltation and {lercussion to guino 
them. 

Mr. Thompson observed, that lie ihought 
it was necessary to have still further expla- 
nation. It had beeti stated, that the posi- 
tion of the heart had been altered. It ap- 
peared to him, that the cause of death in 
either way of looking at it, was different 
from that which was stated. He had no 
doubt, that when the operation was per- 
formed, tbe heart returning to its original 
position was the cause of the relief being 
given. It would remain with him a matter 
of doubt, whether nu operation under such 
circumstances would be proper, because it 
would aft'urd only temporary relief. It a))- 
peared highly probable, that in tliis case 
there was a st cretion of air, and no escapo 
from the bronchial tubes. 

The Author was surprised that Mr. Thomp- 
son should have overlooked that which had 
been slated iu the paper. 

A Bort of calechisiug discussion here took 
place, with respect to the oiigiu of the air, 
between Mr. Thompson aud several oUier 
members. 

Dr. G REGOR V was sorry that the valuable 
time of the Society should be occupied in 
discussing the origin of the air; there could 
be DO doubt, as he conceived, upon the sub- 
ject. He thought matters of much greater 
tmportsnce might be discussed. 'I'he first 
point on which he wished information wss, 
as to the frequency of the dis'.-ose ; secoud- 
ly, as to its diagnosis ; and, lastly', its 
treatment. He contused, that unul the 
explanation given iu tho pa}>er, he kneir 
very little of the disense. but thought too 
much itreis was placed upon the use of the 
stethoscope. For his afbrivlitl M 

been said, he behaved he jihould k ablo to 
discover the exifteoct the dis«aieas weU| 
if not beUer, withoot the Uio of The 
alteration of the p^tibti of the heart was 
the main feaCore t>f ^e eaae. He was at a 
tcis to know why , tnateid of using the knilr, 
I ainaU ponctum wi^ a trocar might not 
liiw km mak ia tk tknm» lad why,. 



FRACTURB OF THE ttlUM, m 

mder any eirflAiUiieeiy tliere wet danger atne utter could liatt l»tta livta, bat only 
mpoocturingr a rnUturo of bark^ 

rbe AtrTHomwaeatbamtdtotay toiitotb, Mr. Noeth mwtt agaiE lotermpt Dr. 
out eo&aidered bii&jielf called u^n, in con> Crantillef and trusted the Cbaiman would 
sequeace of Dr. Gregory hatiag doubted not suffer any thing further to pass upon 
the necessity of using the stetlioscope in the this subject. And Uios the matter ended. 

dtagnosts of this eamplaint* His frtendihe 

was aiife« bad not heard the whole paper The CitAxaMijr read a peUtios to the 
read| or he would never have thrown out House of Lords and Comnuma from tlie So* 
such a doubt. If oscultation were not prae- ciety. praying tlie legislature would take 
tisedi tliere was but one otlt^ reaource left, into its coosiueration some mode of facilitat* 
namely , ^reussioo. in this case there was ing the procuring of1||^ie8 for dissection ; 
not any difference of sound in striking Uie and suggesting the passing of h law to ena* 
two sides of the chest, snd it was only by ble tlw* governors of workhouses, and othior 
^e use of the stethoscope that any difierenca institutions, to dispose of the bodies of per- 
had been ascertained. ^ soirfi dying there, who should not he claimed 

After a little farther discoasion, which within a reasoiiid 3 )le period. The petitioiL 
was entirely uuiotereating, the aubject was would remain foraeveral aucceeding nights, 
dropped., for the signatures of such of the members as 

, felt disposed to support it. 

Dr. GgAEviLLs said, as tliere was now a 
few minutes to spare, before the usual time 
of breaking up the Society, he wished to 
occuj)y it by reading a letter which he had 
^received from a lady in the country, which WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL, 
reluted to that part of the profession which •«««». 

a certain J ounial, that had been rather noisy ' 

of late, had taken under its protection. The fractobe op the ilium. 

gentleman to whom the letter related, and Micuael Graeme, Rged 3l. r stout well* 
he should avoid using names, vru proved to formed man, came in ou the 29th of Novem* 
be a contributor to that work. It would show, her, having fallen from a scaffold fifty feet 
that a person living not a hundred miles high, lie does not recollect the posture in 
from Londoo, whose name had appeared which he fell. When brought in, he was 
once or twice in the columns of the Journal found in the following slate: lying tm his 
— back with the anterior superior spines of 

Ihe PttEsioKNT (interrupting) doubted the ilia in aline; the right leg bRlf an inck 
whether he should be acting rightly in al- shorter than the left, and slightly everted ; 
lowing the letter to he read ; he was afraid a flattening in tlie aitualion of the trochanter 
U might be converted into a sort of private major, which was less pronineiit by an inoh 
feeling which it would be desirable to avoid, than that of the opposite side ; the distance 
Dr. Granviixr could aasure the Chair* between the aoterior spine of the ilium, and 
man, that it was not intended to reflect upon the trochanter, half an inch leas than on the 
cither the Journal or the individual, but it sound side ; the glutei rather tumefied. Tlie 
was merely to show — adductors and pectioalis swollen and tense j 

The pREsiuENT observed, he should trust the knees could not he completely approai* 
enurelyr to the good sense of Dr. Granville, mated. The tliigh could be bent on the 
Dr, Grakvsllb observed, the Chairmau pelvis to a right angle, with very little pain, 
might dt’[iend upon him. fhe aubject re- and no crepkus *, but the patient had scarcely 
iaU*d to the making up of a certain prescrip, any power over the limb. It could be ex* 
tioB, explaining to the patient why cei^iu tended to an equal length with the opposite 
proscriptions could not ho made up, I he leg, but was immediately retracted ; rota- 
letter ran thus;—** I go on taking your tion inwards caused considerable pain, 
quinine medicine aa ordered ; 1 have only When the finger pressed ou the tuber isclrii, 
tight since Christinas, when,'* &.c* it yielded to the touch ; and a crepitus, with 
Mr, North felt himself bouud to call Dr. considerable pain in the part* and on the in* 
GraufHte to order; he did not think the side of the knee, was produced. Pressure 
WvAhm were to show the on the anterior superior spine of the ilium 

Wimdbli^any geaMral pramitioaer. (Uew, evinced a crepitus, and occisioned acute 
■ pei® IE the joint. The pelvic viscera were 

Dr.GaAHViLLa was glad fo say thele^ uaaffreted. Thejwrtieat waa an Irishman, 
le«dul ttot apply io any fault of the praoti- obstreperous in hia complaiuta, and very 
lionei, but as to a ouatake whioh it ima much impeded by Kia cries and struggles, 
wtahed to tlirow upon the pliystciaE. The the dxagaoaiic examtoaiioa. Mrj White. who 
truth Wf^ that too iaedimM imqpwtion, prondiinced it to 

petty up j itoraa coamdeifd ^ b« « ff^aotura of tb body, and asceudiog 
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in wbicli tbe utems is coming 8own but & 
little way, say an iuch or two into the peWia, 
Now in iheso cafwa you often find your pa* 
tient very irritable and nervous ; they have 
a great deal of dyapepsia, acidity of the 
stomach, infiutioD, nausea, vomitingt, and 
very frequently, tod, the bowels are »ore 
or leas disturbed, and more especially infla- 
tions of the bowels are apt to occur; so 
that if the women ore married, they think 
they are with child, and ascribe it to preg- 
nancy. ITien with these symptoms of ge- 
neral relaxation of the ' item, disorder of 
the ehylopoietic viscera, cgminual uneasi- 
ness and pain in the back, aacribed to the 
upper part of the sacrum, • sensation of 
bearing down, as if the interior part of the 
body would pass away, a principal symptom, 
irritation of the rectum, irritation of the blad- 
der, urine ten or twelve times a day, and often 
more or less of a discharge pf mucus from 
the vagina, as if the patient were labouring 
under the disease which I iball heresfbr 
describe to you under the name of Uw9r* 
rluut you can hardly fail to recognise the 
disease. But if there is a doubt, that doubt 
is to be let at rest by making careful exa- 
mination ; and where you Hud the disease 
to exist, you will observe the upper part of 
the vagina to be very much relaxed, and dbe 
womb to protrude ; and where you introduce 
the catheter, you wit] find there is a teo- 
dency to an obstractioo, and a distortion of 
the urethra. As before, the best time for 
making this examination is in the evening, 
rather than in the moroina, because if you 
are inexperieoced in makmg those investi- 
gations, you might be deceived, were you 
to institute a moruing examination. 

Where there is a relaxation in a alight de- 
gree, one of the first steps to bc'takeo, is to 
improve the general health of the patient , 
for this purpose you may use blue pill in 
small quantities, laxatives, tonic remedies, 
more especially the lighter hitters, and 
nourishing diet; but 2ie most effectual 
mode of relieving ber will be, if she is an 
inhabitant of a Urge city, by sending her 
into the country, or to the set tide as soon 
as posiible, and after ebe gels there, her 
health will soon improve, and the will get 
rid of the disease for a time, at least. In 
those cases, it is a great advantage to lay 
in the horisontal posture as much as may be, 
without tnjurittg the health, for alt confine- 
ment, initead of impseving the health, makea 
it worse, Eurther, n reUxations, where 
they are encouraged, are apt to terminate 
in procidentia, or protapaua, you should di- 
rect your patient to abstain from sU forcing, 
for the more the forcing, the more the 
parts descend, and the more Ukely she ii 
10 have, in the course pf s few mtmihs mr i 
few years, a prolapstn* remt* 

dies deserve a M trish Iv there is no doubt 


of their being likely to be service. Of 
the astringent fluids, those befm. enumerated 
are some of the beat, alum and the sulphate 
of zinc being the principul ; always inoreii- 
iug the strengtlr and frequency, accoriiiig 
to the effect produped, otherwise you woti^ 
do n6 service. It might be wortli consider- 
ation, whether powdered astringents mii^t 
not be of use, if they were introduced with 
a little care, which, perhaps, might be donp 
by the patient herself; and I think «thp 
powdered galls, for example, would 
a very powerful applica^p, /Ihoy wopid 
have the advantage of Ijlirg in the vaghm 
more permauently tlian a wash, which runs 
off as soon as it is infused, Ih a case that 
occurred at this Hospital, I made trial of 
the resin-— the commenreiia, in a very fine 
owder; this was not a case of prolapsus,' 
ut of procidentia, and it was replaced tflber 
the application of the powder. Now it is 
certain that the womb did not oome dc^n 
again so easily, after the application of the 
resin, as it had done beiore ; but whether 
tlus arose from any effect that had been 
produced by the astringent on the part, or 
whether it arose from the mere roughening 
of the surface, was not clear. It was applied 
in this way for a few days; it occasioned 
no inconvenience whatever, and the girl leav- 
ing the hospital, no forlher opportunity was 
bad of observing its efiects. 

When women labour under a alight de- 
scent, the bladder is frequently obsiructid, 
so as to render it necessary to introduce s 
catheter ; but sometimes the use of this 
catheter may be superseded, and especially 
when you are at a distance, it is very de- 
sirable that it should be superseded, if possi- 
ble, by the patient lying in the borizootal 
position, wiUi her hips a little raised above 
the level of the alrouklers, half an hour, or 
more, and then trying to pass ihe water ; 
or sometimes by getting a beariug with the 
finger upon tlie mouth of the uterus, the 
patient herself, if slie is intelligent, may 
replace the uterus, and iu this manner ob- 
tain a passage. 

If the relaxation, then, is of tire slighter 
degree of the uterus, it should be your prin- 
cipal object to mend the general health, tn 
keep (he patient in a horizoiUut posture, to. 
restrain all unnecessary efforts and firrcings,; 
and to use astriogeats actively. And as to; 
the obstruotion of the bladder, ii xoiy b^ 
reliefed either by the use of the oatlmtori* 
or by takisg meoBt to bring the uterus 
its proper pfaee, A penajy sbotthl he your 
:leit resort, - 

it sometimes ha|i|!epi a/kr dfihwry, Uiai 
the womb iteominf and tide forms e, 
variety of the disease that deserves re|nerk>; 
When » takes |^ace| land Uji«^ 

womb lies out betteea the Umbi, it fontH 
I larp ttu&oiir «• h% is the Mhemf^ 
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iMt 4 H it ve^^snily kn^#ti» by jour finding tlit ami if abe it ia ^auwli fmta, and, ia the 
tba ot ute^o large, Uiat you cauld pats course of a few we^t#;^ayK>mb iKiO 
|four finger into ilt the child’s head httvieg so large as to get its baa^i| ^paa the hones 
just pissed through it have been of the pelVk, and the discise is cor^ A 

toid of two oases, m whteh the prsctitioners woman was sent up from Gravesend lo this 
were so igncirant, that tliey did not recog- hospital ; 1 eiamined her« and found the 
luse tlie diseiie i in one case th« womb was case to be prolapsus uteri ; she was dbliged 
cutaway wiUi apenitnife, and the woman died to lie in the horizon tal posture stie was in 
from collapse via the other case, there was tlie third month of pregnancy; and as she 
a |reat deal of handling n^ the uterus, and lay on tlie bed in the hospital, the uterus 
this seemed to occasion deatli. The manner srose, got its bearing on the bones, and, at 
of maiiaging those eases of prolspsus of the the end of a week, the disease was effectually 
womb, after d^|»cry, is very simple ; the c«rld» v 

bladder shouldWomptied, the womb should It rarely hfdijpins^I sever myself saw 
be ritamed to lUplaoo, and thewomaumay auch a oaae^*|i^t, in the descent of the 
be kep^t in the horizontal poaition, with the eirlier months, the womb remains in (he 
hip a little elevated, for six or ei^it weeks pelvis, blocking up the cavity, nufiiing pres- 
* together; sndifahe submits to this, there is sure on all tbC parts, and giving rise to 
a fair hope of becoming permanently cured symptoms of severe obstruction. Yourelleve 
of the disease, at least in some cases. it by introducing tlie catheter; and when 
When women are in the latter months of you have emptied tlie bladder, and sot till 
gestatioii, the womb does not usually come then, you venture to urge the womb above 
down, few it is so large, that at gets o bear- ^e brim. This, I say, you should pot do, 
iug on the brim of the pelvis, and there is tiU the bladder has been previously evacu- 
not room for it to descend t yet it does so Sted ; for if it wah overloaded, say With six 
happen sometimes where there is a veiy or seven pints, and yon were to urge the 
large pelvis, and the womb not very bulky, uterua upwards in the first place, you might 
that it comes down so far that the os uteri have a great deal of dtfflcaUyiii presaing it 
may be seen externally. It it more common, backwards, and if you succeeded, you might 
however, and by no means infrequent, for burst the bladder. 

the womb to descend in the first three or It has been asked 'whether a radical cure 
four mouths ; and a case of this kind is very cannot be aGoomplisheA I and if it could, it 
readily made out by the ordinary symptoms ; is certainly very desirable ; but, in the pre- 
there is tlie aching in tlie back, there is sent statoof our knowledge, we are not pos- 
bearing upon the rectum, a bearing on the sessed of sufficient information to enable us 
bladder, with an obstruction of the mine, to effect that cure. It bw been proposed to 
and when you examiue it, the case it ob • cut into the vagina, and take the womb away 
servable at once. aUogether, neitber do 1 believe extirpiUon of 

If the woman is in the end of pregnancy, the womb would always be either impossible, 
or if tlie womb was to descend during de- or fatal, yet it is too dangerous an ^ration 
livery, provided Uie os uteri came into to be thought of for the purpose of ridding 
sight tiirough the external parts, I suppose the patient of this dUeue ; besides which 
it would be your duty to dilate the os uteri if the prolapsed womb were troublesome, 
with your fingers, and in this way accelerate end werd extirpated in consequence, the 
the birth of tlie child as much as possible ; probability is, that other parts would de- 
hut if it descend a little way merely, I ahould scend — that the bladder or intestines would 
not meddle with it— meddlesome midwifery come down— therefore that operation pro- 
betng bad— but would leave the woman to posed by the Fnmch, I can by no means 
her own resources. recommend. In this disease, it has been 

If, in the hilirr moiKfii, the womb were proposed again, to bring ou an inflammation 
lying externally and between the limbs— a of the vagina, for the pur ;t08e of jritittg rise 
ease of this kind occurred to the iUuatrioos to ooastriction and cohesion. Nbw, every 
Harvey— if it could not ha put back, 1 tuan of obatetric praerice most be aware, 
hould recommend tlie bringing on of de- that the vagina ia someumes shut up in the 
ivory, by puncturing thb membranes ; and middle by ©onetriction, to that extent which 
hf«f tvhan parturition came on, I aliould, render!!i it impotsIWa lo intiodiice even a 
jti belbre, asmst In diluting the os uteri. In catheter, ^ow and then, even, St does hap* 
Hsmyb oiit» it was proposed to natirpate pen that thia disease not only attacksmarried 
m trtarus, but loorminly prefer the inane- women, but the nmnqrried, and about the 
^ of p«^toiidoi| bflbfe extirpatiott. time the catnmimia cease to flow; andiu auch 

If the wmnb iaeoailf^ dovm in the earlier n case, the pmiqpt might sometimes obtain 
then the practioa is very simple; a radical ciire oommodiousty enough, if this 
p^n the padent is moai troubled witli the mate of the vagina were induced; but we 
way lie ta the hiarinonttd have it not Snw power to occarionitat 
poiiUM lowHefidftom j pleasure, It has bden proposed to bring on 
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inflammation by injectioni, and to have the 
parts replaced before adhesion or constric- 
tion take place ; Dr. Hamilton had under 
care some two or three cases in which he 
made this trial, but without success. In the 
other hospital, in a case of procidentia, 1 
once introduced a pessary with large aper- 
tures, one that might be called the lantern 
pessary, similar to that here exhibited, but 
not to be recommended to your use. This 
pessary being passed up, and there being a 
good deal of forcing, parts of the vagina were 
driven through the larg^^ holes ; a great 
deal of irritation was in cowq^uence pro- 
duced and these parts rionjlpd away ; of 
coarse I removed the pessary tlie moment I 
observed this, and the woman completely 
recovered ; but mark, notwithstanding there 
had been so much inflammation of the va- 
gina, and though tlie patient had been con- 
fined to the horizontal posture afterwards, 
to give her a chance of a radical cure, no 
such cure was in that way produced ; yet 
there is a case 1 think recorded in Bums, 
in which a silver pessary being used, a 
great deal of inflammation was occasioned, 
which brought about a radical cure. There- j 
fore, to bring our observations to a poipt, 
in women past the age of the catamenia, it 
is very desirable that we should try to cure 
the disease radically ; and I think, though 
in our present state of knowledge we do not 
seem to be in the possession of the means 
of accomplishing it, yet that this cure is 
well worth the consideration of a man of ta- 
lent and industry, for 1 am not without 
hope that it might be obtained. There is 
another mode in which a radical cure may 
be attempted, and that is, by confining the 
patient arter delivery to the horizontal pos- 
ture strictly, for six or eight weeks ; 1 sup- 
pose in the majority of cases tliis will fail, 
but in some few cases it seems to succeed 
splendidly. Mr. Bedfern, formerly asso- 
ciated with this class, had the care of a lady, 
who, for four years together, had laboured 
under a descent of the uterus beyond the 
external parts, she became pregnant, she 
was confined to the horizontal posture, after 
her delivery, and for some time afterwards, 
Ji year or more, the time he afterwords 
knew her, she had no further appearance of 
the disease. 

1 shall now conclude the lecture by send- 
ing you round some preparations. The pre- 
paration 1 here show you, is a prolapsus of 
the vagina, the front and sides of it being 
disposed to come down, this is the disease 
in the slighter degree. 

Tire next preparation is of the laceration 
of the perineum, which disposes to the 
descent of the womb, by laviiig the vagina 
open, and whicli may be set pawn among the 
causes productive of prolapsas. I 

XiiO next preparation is of prolapsus uteri. 


Tlie preparation which fol5r>j is of the* 
utenig in the puerperal state, which will 
satisfy you that the uterus being heavy, and 
the vagina relaxed, it is very apt to come 
down. This descent, of course, produces a 
large tumour between the thighs, 

The casts on the table also show you the 
descents of the different parts in their dif- 
fent degrees j they are well worth insiiec* 

I tion. 
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SINGULAR EFFECT OF TUE BITE OF A VIPER, 
j JosEPHiNA Ponoi, twenty years old, of a 
[strong constitution, in the spring of last 
year, was bitten by a viper, at the extenial 
ancle of the right foot. The wound having 
been immediately cleaned with saliva, by 
which the small quantity of blood covering 
it was wiped off, she began to walk towards 
her village, when she was suddenly seized 
with a sensation of exCfeme debility, violent 
pain in the epigastrium, and vomiting, and 
Uie tongue began to swell in an extraordi- 
nary manner. Dr. Mariauini, who saw tlie 
patient an hour and a half after the accident, 
found her in the following state : — The fea- 
tures were considerably altered ; the cheeks 
puffed ; the lijis and tongue enormously 
swelled, but not painful, covered with soUva, 
and very pale. The swelling of the longue 
rapidly increased, so thot it at last almost 
filled the cavity of the mouth, and caused 
great difficulty of breathing j the voice v/us 
inaudible, but the patient expressed, by 
signs, that she suffered much from pain in 
the epigastrium and stomaclj j she had fre- 
quent attacks of syncope ; the pulse was in- 
termittent, and very weak the limbs were 
in a state of relaxation ; the whole body was 
very pale, and from time to time agitated 
by fits of shivering, The wounded port was 
neither swelled nor tender on pressure. M, 
Marianini endeavoured to administer a dose 
of liquor ammonia in peppennini water, but 
the swelling of the tongue, and the con- 
tinual flow of saliva, prevented him from 
attaining his object, and he was at last 
forced to inject it throngli the nose. A fter 
an hour, the swelling of the tongue and 
: having s little aubsided, the vital poweH 
being somewhat restored, and the pol|a 
having acquired more force, and in tlie satiiiC 
proportion the wound having begun tosvrrfl 
and become painful, M. Marianini, accord- 
ing to the advice given by Morgagni, (Epiat. 
59, Art. .^0,) applied a capping-glass to the 
wound, and, after having taken abont tveo 
ouncea of blood, covered it with the Cm pi, 
opii. Be ioternei tile of the anunOmai 
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with the effioition of some opium, having 
been continued for about sir hours, the face 
and tongue regained their natural size and 
appearance, and the patient felt an ezces< 
sive inclination to sleep ; she had not, how- 
ever, slept more than an hour when the 
swelling of the tongue, and the general 
aymptoms of debility, returned with such 
violence as to place her life again in danger } 
it was therefore necefssary to rouse her from 
her sleep, and to keep her awake; the 
above ne^ciidj^ing, at the same time, 
administered dose. The swelling of 
the tongue, ai^eli as the general symp- 
toms, then gradually disappeared, and, after 
perseverance in the use of the ammonia 
ibr about twenty-four hours, did not return 
again* 'i'he swelling of the wounded foot, 
^om this time, increased to such a degree, 
that very active antiphlogistic means were 
resorted to, and after some weeks the pa- 
tient was perfectly cured. 

Swelling of the tongue has hut rarely 
been observed after viper- bites, and in the 
few cases on record, it was^ always caused 
by the patient*8 having sucked the wound, 
which, as may he inieried from its situation, 
was impracticable in the case before us, 
although the patient, probably, in moisten- 
ing it with saliva, conveyed a portion of the 
virus to her mouth.— -E^ertorto di Medicina, 
Torino 1 1828. 

os THE CAUSE OF DEATH AFTER THE LIOA- 
TORE, OR DIVISION, OF THE FNEUMO-OAS- 
TRIC NERVES. 

Professor Moyer, of Bonn, concludes, from 
numerous erperiments on this subject, that 
in almost all the cases where the pneumo- 
gastric nerves had been tied, death ensues 
from the blood ot' the lungs losing the pro- 
perty of remaining in a fluid state. ** If, 
(he says,) the animal dies soon after the 
ligature has been applied, the heart, as well 
as the orteries and veins of the lungs, are 
found filled with a dark-coloured coagulum, 
of little consistence ; while, in those cases 
where death ensues twenty-four hours, or 
more, after the operation, the coagulum is 
firm, fibrous, of a white colour, and pene- 
trates into the smallest vascular ramifications 
of the lungs.” These concretious. Dr. 
Mayer believes to form during life, and to be 
the proximate cause of dea th ; they are pro- 
duced by the tendency of the blood, when 
deprived of nervous influence, to separate 
ibto its conttiluent parts. After the divi- 
sion of the pneumo-gastrlc nerves, the tem- 
perature of the animal is cither not dimi- 
nished, or, if it he, tlte diminution does not 
correspond with the state of respiration. 
The most remarkable phenomenon constantly 
observed by the author, after tbs operaiitm, 
la the sitigular dispropdriiou betvieen its 


effect on respiration and on the action of the 
heart ; for while tlie number of respirations 
is diminished by half, two-thirds, or even 
five-sixtlis, that of the pulsations of the 
bean is increased to double, or even quadru- 
ple. This extraordinary difference, the au- 
thor infers, is owing to the presence of the 
sanguinous concretions in the pulmonary 
vessels, which require an increase of force 
and frequency in the pulsations of the heart 
for their propulsion .— fur Fhytiol, 



EFFECTS or ^STIMENCS ON THE STOMACH. 

The MtcSmisch-Chirurg, Zeitung con- 
tains the result of some interesting experi- 
ments relative to the action of the gastric 
juice on the parietes of the stomach after 
death, and to the effects of abstinence on 
animals of different kinds. The gastric and 
intestinal juices never soften or dissolve the 
membranes of the stomach or intestines ; 
their action is rather diminished than 'aug- 
mented during abstinence ; and the proxi- 
mate cause of death by hunger is not in- 
flammation of the stomach, as has b^n 
lately maintained, but general exhanstilm. 
Carnivorous animals bear abstinence much 
longer than herbivorous ones, and dogs die 
much earlier than cats ; if, during absti- 
nence, carnivorous animals are supplied 
with water, they live considerably longer 
than those who are deprived of it ; in her- 
bivorous animals this is not the emm, and 
they hardly ever touch the liquid even in 
extreme hunger ; rabbits often die from ex- 
haustion, although there are afterwards 
some remains of food found in the stomach, 
and if, driven by hunger, they devour animal 
food, they generally die very soon after- 
wards, although they have the power of 
digesting it, as appears from the contents of 
the stomach. In those animals who die 
from hunger, the veins of the abdominal vis- 
cera are generally found gorged with blood. 


CABTILAOINOUS DEGENERATION OP THE 
STOMACH. 

A middle-aged female, who, for twelve 
years, had had a moveable, round, firm tu- 
mour in the abdomen, which, by several 
physicians, hod been declared to be a de- 
generated ovary, applied to Dr, Dieffeu- 
bach of Berlin ; who, after a careful examin- 
ation, was of the same opinion ; and as the 
patient had never experienced any pain in 
the stomach, nausea, vomiting, or any of the 
symptoms by winch o scirrhus of the 
stomach is generally occompamed,was very 
far from suspeauiig disease of this organ. 
The patient, however, soon died ; and, nt 
the post'iuoi'tein exannnation, it was found 
that the tumoui’ was formed by the stomach, 

I which was in a stale of cartUaginous de- 
generation ) iU anterior paries was an inch 
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thick ; and, except a imaU portion of the 
posterior p&Tiea, the whole stomach was 
changed into a firm, inoompreMible sac. 
Digestion, which, during the patient's life, 
had been hut very slightly disturbed, must, 
in this case, necessarily have been carried 
on independent of the mechanical action of 
the stomach.— Hust't Magatin, 


SURGICAL CLINlAr PAVIA. 


tiOATunn OP THE niOHT cahotio* 

Rosa Tacconi, »tat. 49, of small stature, 
and lymphatic temperament, was, at the 
beginning of last year, admitted on account 
of inveterate syphilis, the principal symptoms 
of which were violent nocturnal jiaiiia, 
exostoses on the right tibia, and indurated 
tumours of the cervical glands. After a 
mercurial tri’atraent of .some weeks, the pa- 
tient finding her general health much in)' 
proved, left the hospital; but the glandular 
tnmoura having shortly afterwards increased 
again, and at last formed large abscesses, 
she returned to submit again to the treat- 
ment, which she had so imprudently inter- 
rupted. The ulcers eventually healed, and 
the swelling of the glands subsided, hut 
there remained^ tumour below the angle of' 
the lower jaw, which, by ita strong pulsa- 
tion, was soon recognised as an aneurism of 
the right carotid. Mo information could be 
obtained from the patient, as to the cause 
by which it bad been produced ; she only 
related, that since its formation she had 
felt a continual tingling in the ear, and 
alight vertigo ; her sight had been impaired, 
and she had aulfered much from palpitation 
of the heart. 'J'he tumour was of the size of 
an egg, obout ao inch below the angle of I 
the lower jaw ; it was examined by Pio- 
fessor Scarpa, who recommended the opera- 
tion ; and it was aocordingly performed, on 
the 43d of May, in the folfowing manner: 
an incision, of about two inches and a half, 
terminating at the sternum, having been 
made along the internal margin ofthe sterna- 
mastoid muscle ; the stenio-hyoideus, and 
stemo'thyroideus, were pushed tow'ards 
the trachea ; and the carotid artery having 
been laid bare, was isolated from the jugu- 
lar vein and pneumo-gastric uprve, and tied 
by a simple knot, between which and the- 
vessel, a small cylinder of linen, covered 
with cerate, was placed according to the 
method recommended by Scarpa. Imme- 
diately after the application of tiie ligature, 
the anearismul tumour ceased to pulaate, 
and was reduced to a thiiMl of Its former 
size; the temporal and external maxiiliiy 
aim ceased to pulsate ; the patient fainted; 


and, after the recovery of her'^enses, com” 
plained of palpitition of the heart, dimness 
I of sight, and of a sensation of cold over the 
right side of the face, which became pale, 
while the left half retained ita natural 
colour; all these symptoms gradually dis* 
appeared within a few hours after the operas 
tion. The pulse of the right radial artery waa 
much stronger than that of tlie left aide. The 
wound, except in its middle part, which con- 
tained the ligature, was heated by the first 
I intention* For some <isw||||||er the opera- 
I tion, the patient oompl4|Kf slight head- 
; ach, some difficulty m IwUmwing, and an 
unpleasant aenaation of heaviness in the 
I right arm, the veins of which swelled con- 
siderably, but these symptoms soon dis- 
appeared, and, on the twenty-first day, the 
ligatuie came offiwith the linen cylinder* 
The cicatrisation of the wound remaining, 
however, for a long time incomplete, and its 
margins a.ssuming an (edematous fungoid apt 
pearance, it was auspecied that the aypbiliiic 
afiection, of which there were still some sliglit 
traces, produced tbia effect ; and the method 
of Cirillo (consisting of frictions of the oxy* 
muriate ointmeut on tlie soles of the feet) 
having l>een accordingly employed, the wound 
waa perfectly healed at the end of the second 
munili. Uu the 1st of August the aneuris- 
mal tumour was hard, free from pain, and the 
size of a filbert ; the general health of the 
patient was considerably improved ; her in- 
teliectual faculties, as well u hearing and 
sight, were not in the least affected, and 
the pulse was equally strong at both wrists ; 
the right temporal and facial arteries only 
had a weaker pulsation than those of the 
left side, and tiie right side of tlte face ap- 
peared not so well nourished as the iefl.--» 
4ftncl. Unmrs.di Mtdiein, Sept. 1848. 


REPLY TO MR. DERMOTt’s COM MO NIC A TION 
ON THE MATERIAIITY OP MINt». 

I To the Editor ^ The Lakckt. 

Sir,*— Though a divine, } happen, never- 
theless, to be a reader of The Lancet* 
which has found its way even into this 
hyperboreau region ; and, foreign as iffc 
contents may seem to my professional 
studies, I read it with great interest ant! 
pleasure, and rejoice in the good that it hb# 
done, is doing, and is likely still to do. 1 
certainly never dreamed of ■becoming a cor* 
respoodeut to it j but an article in your 
M umber for October ll, whicli 1 have just 
read, impels me to request further inforasi^ 
tion upon the important subjects to which ft 
relates, and which 1 hope the author of that 
article will feel it lili duty to eommuuiciit* 
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In th« artfoIaW wMeli I refer, the aothor, 
G. D. Dermott, Eiq., hp, a very, pro- 
found physiological investigation, ** clearly'^ 
established the following positions 

1, That porcention, thought, memory, 
judgment, and all other mental operations, 

, are functions of mere matter. 

2, That we have no conception whatever 
as to the nature of spirits, nor can any 
human language convey to the mind any 
just idea as to llljfir nature, or as to the pro- 
perties with ™jj|they are endowed ; that, 
in short, we neither language nor 
ideas to enable Wto express the nature of 
spiritual things. 

3. That material and spiritual things are 
so different and incompatible, that the one 
cannot be the direct effect of the other — 
that they cannot be existing in a state of 
intimate assooiation, because they must be 
as different in nature p two extremes can 
possibly be. 

4. That the lower animals have minds, 
but tlint they have no uuU. 

a. 'J'hat man, besides a mind, has also an 
immaterial and immortalrav^ ; but that so long 
as organic life continues, so long the soul 
must remain dormant; bnt, ou the other 
hand, as soon as the life of the body ceases, 
so soen the soul enters into a state of 
development, or into a state of actual— it 
may be said sensible— existence. 

0. That there must be a great and al- 
mighty First Cause, or, in other words, an 
omnipotent Creator — a God. 

7. That without eduption, there would 
be neither knowledge nor conscience, which 
are just convertible terms — that it is educa- 
tion that forms the mind, or, what is nearly 
the same thing, calls it into action. 

I mean not, at present, to incur the guilt 
of calling in question the accuracy of any of 
these positions, as, besides being drawn from 
the depths of physiology — a science of 
which I am, as in duty hound, moat pro- 
fbundly ignorant— most of them hear the 
stomp of a very venerable antiquity, for 
which I have a great reverence. But as all 
the doctrines which we divines ore accus- 
tomed to teach, vanisb before these posi- 
tions, *' like the baseless fabric of a vision,” 

I should like, beto entirely uow-inodelHng 
every article of my creed, to apply to Mr. 
Dkwmott for some explanations, which ) 
hope be will consider it a duty to give. 

i am naturally very anxious to know 
what is to become us pony parsons, in 
oqnpquence of ibe new light which has 
tlrus been poured over this Happy age. If 
men should conclude that “ Bibles, reyek- 
tibns, ministers, and religions,’* are totally 
neeleP in this present world, and owe tbeir 
exietenee to a mere delasion, why tlmn you 
Hmw*’ Otbetlo's oeoopatioii’i gQittu” And 
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[bow this eonclttston is to bt avoided, I 
really cannot see i for ** Bibles, revelations, 
ministers, religions,” have nothing wbatt 
ever to do with the mental powers, since 
Mr. Dermott shows that the lower aoiinali 
possess these powers, yet need neitJier 
Bibles nor ministers, bqcaup they have no 
souis. And, as far p 1 can see, Bibles and 
ministers can be of p little use to the soul, 
which does not begin to live till the body 
be dead. Why then should these articles 
be retained, on the pretence of preparing 
for futurity a sofA^ which has no actual or 
sensible existgggeAill it is far beyond their 
resell 1 Truql| tremble for my craft, and 
ao may you to^Mr. Editor, for yours. For 
when theology is banished from the world, 
1 again ask what are we poor parsona to do 1 
We can neither dig nor beg, and I dottb| 
not that many of us will just turn physiolo*^ 
gists, and crowd the already over-crowded 
ranks of your profession. One of the non f 
I conformists, who was ejected in the reign 
of Charles 11., said that many would have 
reason to mourn hia ejectment ; and being 
called to account for his words, pid, all 
tiiat he meant was, that he intended to com-! 
mcnce the practice of medicine. Now, 
when Mr. Dermott has got us all ejected 
from our pulpits, 1 fear many will have 
cause to rue it, and your profession hardly 
less tban ours. 

Ministers often complain of the ipatten* 
tion with which they are heard, and of the 
little good that they are able to do ; and no 
wonder, truly, now the secret ia out. 
The soul, to which they are addrePing 
themselves, is all the while enjoying a 
sound repose. This fact also accquatsfor 
a mode of preaching which has become very 
fashionable, and with which, I conlfbss, I 
have hitherto heeu so ignorant, as to be not 
a little disgusted. 1 have seen men — and 
should you have Imppened to stray into a 
church, 80 ]>robably have you — labouTing in 
I the pulpit like a quarry man at piece work, 

' with their arms going like the sails of a 
windmill. And because old people like 
noise nearly as well as children, I have 
1 Iteard preachers highly praised for no other 
[reason than that they out-heroded Herod, 

I and ** amaaed, indeed, the very fpuUies of 
eyes and ears,” This I used to think to- 
tally inconsistent with the solemnity of the 
gospel, and approaching even to profanity. 

I now acknowlege my mistake. These 
men, I Buspect, are aware of the sleep of 
[the soul, and laudably endeavour, by the 
union of vehement vociferation, and violent 
gesticnlation, to arouse it from its torpidity, 

I now admit the propriety of apeaking so 
much louder than is at all necessary to be 
distinctly heard, and that they who address 
the soul, have as much respn as the priests 
of BpI to leap, and to aheut aloud. 1 



admit tbe proprietjr of the pratie bestowed 
upon stirength of lungs well applied. 

Some of the sermon talk, » sober crowd* 

And loudly praise, if it were preached 
aW,” 

Yet of what use, after all, can this tre- 
snendotts bawling be, when it is quite clear 
that the soul cannot be accountable for any 
of the deeds done in the body — deeds of 
which it has no knowledge, and over which 
it can exercise no control 1 

Again: Mr. Dermott^ys that ! hare an 
immaterial and immortafsoid. As he says 
so, I cordially believe it. ||ksed to think 
that 1 could prove this too, Irat in this I find 
I was wrong. This soul Ijus no operations 
or effects from which its existence can be 
inferred. Now, as tbe fact of its existence 
is undeniable, and as Mr. Dermott has 
swept away every argument by which pbi* 
losophers and divines, from Plato down- 
wards, have attempted to prove that exist- 
ence, I should like very much indeed to 
know, upon what grounds he helicves in its 
existence. I confess I feel it very awk- j 
ward to carry about with me, and to boast,] 
too, of possessing, a soul, when I am totally 
unable to produce the slightest evidence 
tliat iuch a thing exists. It is unpleasant 
to believe, one knows not why, excepting | 
just tliat Mr. Dermott has said so. Now | 
there may be folks foolish enough not to 
consider this a satisfactory reason. Will ] 
this physiologist, then, have the goodness^ 
to tell us in what part of tlie organic struc* I 
ture he has found it. Were it an active' 
vital principle spread over the whole, and ] 
aoimatiug every part, this inquiry would be j 
uselesa ; but as it is dormant, it must have ^ 
a local habitation ; videlicet, a dormitory. 
Now scientific men, as well as divines, will 
surely be curious to hear if Mr. Dermott 
bos, in the course of his physiological re- 
searches, found out this dormitory— has i 
detected the sleeper napping in its cell,i 
like a toad in a block of marble, and caught ] 
it while just beginning to exercise its new 
found powers, and to shake off the slumbers 
of some threescore years ; or if it make its 
escape from the body, ere hia knife can 
reach its abode, has he found, at least, the 
place where it has recently been, just as at 
(Mitliingham Castle, iii rny neighbouibood, 
they show, in one of their inarhle chimney- 
pieces, not the toad, but the cavity where 
the toad lay. As he has left us no other 
proof of tlie soul’s existence, I hope he lias 
got a few specimens preserved in bottles, 
hermetically sealed, and which, on being 
opened, will prove tbe eweetness of his 
views, by more than realising all the freaks 
of the bottle^imp, — le diabte bmkux. 1 repeat, 
that as Mr. Dermott says that I have a soul, 

I believe ilj yet it would bo more satis- 


factory, botli to yonr profeSSb and oars, if 
we knew on what grounds we are entitled to 
believe that we have within us a dormitory, 
occupied by an insensible, immaterial, im- 
mortal dorrnitant. 

Some people, also, may be sufficiently 
inquisitive to ask, for what conceivable 
purpose tbe soul is sent to sleep in a mats- 
rial body for some threescore years and ten, 
before it comes into actual or sensible exist- 
ence 1 If it be alleged, as on the Pythago- 
rean system it may be, that the soul is 
lodged in a material be|j|, on account of 
guilt contracted in a pre Ads state of being, 
it may be replied, that according to Mr. 
Dermott, the soul, as we shall presently 
see, possesses no moral powers, and, there- 
fore, can contract no guilt, And supposing 
this difficulty removed, which I have no 
doubt Mr. Dermott can easily do, it may bo 
further asked, why souls should be sent to 
sleep in human bodies only? Would not 
the organism of an ox or an ass afford as 
convenient a dormitory as thut of Mr. Der- 
raott himself f In the present state of my 
information, I can by no means prove that 
no animal has a soul, nor tliat every human 
body has one, which, you will allow, it would 
be very desirable to do. 

I would not, on any account, be gnilty of 
doubting the unerring accuracy of any con- 
clusion which Mr. Dermott has draw'n from 
physiology ; but when he enters on meta- 
physics, one may, I hope, without the guilt 
of heresy, venture to suggest the possibility 
of some improvement in his speculations. 
Now it appears to me, that in order to sup- 
port the dignity of man, as the only pos- 
sessor of a soul, be has dealt somewhat 
hard measure to the lower animals. Hap- 
pily, however, his argument in this case is 
not physiological, but metaphysical, and, 
therefore, not altogether beyond tlie range 
of a parson’s powers. He argues from Uie 
justice of God against tbe immortality of 
brutes. But he is doubtless aware, that a 
conclusion directly the reverse has been 
drawn from the same source. It lias been 
said, that as the lower animals suffer from 
the full of man, without any guilt of their 
own, (this Mr. Dermott expressly admits,) 
tile justice of God will provide some com- 
peiisotiun fur tlieir gniitless sufferings, and 
that when they have escaped the woes 
which man’s guilt has brought upon them, 
they may expect 

Some sheltered spot in deptli Of wood# 
embrac’d, 

Some happier island in the watery 
waste,*' 

where such enjoyments as their nature is 
capable of will be allotted them. On this, 
however, I do not insist, being too anxious, 
at present, to obtaia some deinite kforma- 
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tion with regarddi^ my own soul, to feel very 
deeply interested about the souls of the in- 
ferior creation. 

1 feel very anxious to know what sort of 
entity this soul is — what is its peculiar na- 
ture, or what are its characteristic proper- 
ties ] White it is in the body it is immate- 
rial, insensible, inactive, without acftual or 
sensible existence, which some logicians 
would consider no bad definition of-^iolhing. 
But when this non-existent entity leaves 
the body, and acquifst nn actual existence, 
what kind of beini^it then 1 Intellectual 
and moral powers Uwtinot possess, for tliese 
are attributes of nustlevt and cannot, there- 
fore, be the attributes of spirit also ; for if 
matter and spirit possessed these attributes 
in common, th’ere could be no such incom- 
patibility between them, as to render them 
incapable of even existing in intimate asso- 
ciation. That Mr. Dermott considers the 
soul as having no intellectual or moral pow- 
ers, appears also from the language which he 
uses when speaking of spirit ; for he talks 
of the properties with which it is not endued, 
be it observed, but endoivei* Kaw and ig- 
norant writers are apt, we know, to con- 
found these two words ; but it would be 
profanity to suspect, that the philosophic 
Mr. Dermott uses the latter term from igno- 
rance, or I'or any other reason tliau that it 
just correctly expresses bis meaning. Now 
if the soul, while in the body, be to all in- 
tents and purposes anuuentity^ and, when it 
leaves the body, be neither material, intel- 
lectual, nor moral, 1 would humbly beg Mr. 
Dermott to give us some idea of what it is 
or, if this be impossible, at least clearly to 
state the grounds upon which we can possi- 
bly believe in its existence. 1 hope he will 
have the humanity to drag us poor uiiphy- 
siological wights out of the manifold per- 
plexities into which his splendid discoveries 
have plunged us. 

Mr. Dermott has also turned adrift all my 
previous notions as to the Sujireme Being, 
and 1 am reduced to the necessity of begging 
to be informed upon what grounds he be- 
lieves in the existence of such a Being. 
If I understand him rightly, he means to 
say, that wo learn this from the works of 
Nature, and that, let divines and philoso- 
phers say what they will, we shall never 
learn more from their works. Now’ I liavei 
always been accustomed to think, that from 
the works of Nature, neither philosophers i 
uor divines had ever discovered even so much; 
for I knovv not of any individual, of any ; 
descriptiou, who from the works of Nature j 
diseovered the e.N:i8tence of a God. To prove 1 
ibis fiict, after its discovery, is no very diffi- 
eult matter. 

Butwhat I am most anxious to learo at 
present is, what kind of a being God isl 
A puru,ftpirit heeaimot be ^ because, though 


we know nothing of spirits, and have neither 
language nor ideas to express their nature, 
yet we do know, that they are not unly 
difierent from, but so incompatible witib, 
matter, that they cannot even exist in 
intimate association w'ith it. They, conse* 
quently, cannot possess any attributes }n 
common with tliat which stands in the ex- 
tremity of opposition to them } and there* 
foie can have no intellectual or moral 
powers, which are attributes of matter. 
Besides, if he were,A pure unmixed spirit, 
he could not, accoruJig to the physiology 
which Mr. Deraittt has, on this occasiQu, 
not only deigneSUb borrow, but to borrow 
even from a divine — be the creator of mat- 
ter. But if God would not be the creator 
of matter, were he a simple nneompounded 
spirit, neither could' he be the creator of 
matter, if matter formed an essential part 
of his being. Then matter must be eter- 
nal; andfthe question wilDbe, what did 
this omnipotent creator create 1 Sleeping 
souls, perhaps. Then the soul must be a 
indeed, a third genius of the order .Sub- 
stance, for the knowdedge of which the 
world M indebted to the discoveries -of Mr. 
Dermott, discoveries which, in this instance, 
throw those of all former philosophers into 
the shade. I mav just remark that the good 
old doctrine, which makes God the soul of 
the world, is quite inconsistent with hia 
view of the soul ; but, perhaps, he means to 
adopt the modern modification of that doc- 
trine, which is exhibited in the soophecism 
of Persia. 

In short, will Mr. Dermott have the good- 
ness to tell us hapless, unscientific mortals, 
how we may prove that such beings as God 
and the human soul exist ; and, as far as his 
discoveries have yet reached, what sort of 
beings they are 1 

Mr. Derinott's positions suggest many 
oUier remarks ; but 1 am wearied w'ith 
hunting this profound nonsense, the very 
rarity of whicli would redeem it, and em- 
balm it, as a theme of laughter to the world’s 
end, were it not that it is as trite as tlie 
king's highway. When a man is suffici- 
ently idle and ignorant to busy himself in 
collecting the scattered absurdities of every 
age and clime, the exploded abortious 
of every forgotten system of human folly, 
i tlie very sooteikins of sciolism, and, packing 
them in U bag of precious fustian, comes 
again to pour them over the pages of The 
Lancet, do, 1 beg you, let him know that 
he has altogether mistaken his publisher ; 
that you cannot waste your pages, and choke 
your readers with the “ cramh seicenties vi- 
cocta*' of such philosophers as tire Trench Mi- 
xabeau, the American Palmer, and the English 
Carlisle, all of whom have treated tlje po- 
I sitions maintained by Mr. Dermott in a 
I far more masterly manner than he has done. 
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lodeed, h&d not Mt speenlttio&t fotmd a 
place in The Lancit. nobody would bavo 
dreamed of wasting Imlf an hour in noticing 
absurdities with which the world has been 
drugged, vtque ad naumm, by the worthies 
just mentioned. For what one physiologi* 
cal fact has he brought forward, or what one 
folly has he inferred from his facta, that 
was not omnifna et /ippu'nofum ton»orUm, at 
least seven good years before hia body began 
to exercise its mental functions, or afforded 
a cradle to a sleeping ^il 1 In him, indeed, 
there is assuredly sonttfthing that is sleep* 
ing, snoring loudly, and|drenining wildly. 
Biit when these dreams find their way into 
so ably conducted and so widely circulated a 
publication as yours, they may prove hurtful 
to some of the many young men who, in 
tlie coarse of an unfinished education, listen 
to the instruction conveyed through the 
medium of The Lavcet, with a respect to 
which, it is cheerfully admitted, their ability 
has bitberto richly entitled them. You, as 
Editor, occupy a highly responsible situ* 
ation. It is your duty to guard against the 
admission of papers which, wiiile they in- 
form the raina, may pervert the prhiciplea, 
of these young men, and, still more , to exclude 
papers which might do the Utter, without 
(be possibility of doing the former. 

1 am well aware that yow task is no easy 
one, though many people will think it is ; 
I would not, therefore, censure Homer very 
sternly, though be would sometimes noJ^. 
You, I fiincy, like other Editors, sometimes 
take a trip to the seacoast and, like other 
Editora too, find such excursions rather 
btsirdooi. 1 take it for granted that you 
were purifying yourself from the " ain, and 
seaeoal smoke'^ of London, and getting 
braced, for the winter campaign, by the 
breeaes of Ha$tingf, when the iutkless paper 
which has called forth these remarks, was 
inserted. 

Physiology is a science equally delightful 
and useful. It is to be regretted that such 
men as Bichat and Lawrence should have 
drawn from that acietue conclusions which 
have no connexion with phyaiology, and 
which it cannot be diflicult to show that 
phyaiology does not sanction. As, how- 
ever, their writings are in the hands, and 
fitted only for the perusal, of scientific men, 
the evil is less. But when similar conclu- 
sions, in grosser forms, are adopted by men 
who have nothing of science but its parade, 
and propagated almoiig young medical stu- 
dents, the mischief necoines serious, and 
the patents and friends of these Students 
will naturally 4ake the> alarm. 

In fiue, Mr. Editor, go on as you have 
begun. Maintain tiie respectabiliU aud 
independence of youf profession. Stimu* 
late the energiei of the young. Leave no 
refuge to fodi or knaves among you. Four 


the light of day into the abide! of Bats akb 
Ow Ls. Take care of every thing relating to 
the sciences which tend to promote the wel- 
fare of our bodies, and leave us in quiet 
posaeasiou of our souls, and of our God. If 
you admit papers which tend to shake our 
belief* in the existence of these, I doubt not 
that, fiom a sense of justice, you will admit 
papers in defence of these important arti* 
olea of faith. Hot the discussion of these 
subjects would by no means suit your work. 
Of theological controversy we have, at home, 
enough and to spare, therefore, after in- 
serting this, as I take it for granted you will 
do, let your readers hear no more either of 
the sublime inanities of G. D. Dermott, 
Esq., or the humbler criticiims of 

Your most obedient, 

M. 0-8. 

Belford, 12lb Dec. 1828. 
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SIIiOUXAR PrWATION OF THE ARTRniFS— ' 
NECESSnv OF TIIE EMPLOYMKNT OF THE 
STETUOSi'OFE. 

B}f D. .1. ConniCAX, M.l)., Lecinm on t&s 
Imiitntts and Practice af Aledicine ; one o/ 
the Phjitiemi of the Sick- Poor Jnititulion, 
Dublin, 

“ Swh, boeever, wa» the power of prejntlirr, 
tUnt It in observed, by Hurvey, thsi no phy»iciiii», 
put the SRC of forty, believed in hi* dectrine^ 
and that hut practice declined from the moment he 
pttUliehed thi* cver-meiupmbli! diacovery.*'— Afcdi- 
cal fact*. Vo< /. 

Mavy of the profession still view with 
scejiticism the utility of the stethoscope, in 
ascerlaining the exact nature of thoracic 
dist-Bse. 

1 shall not enter into any general discus- 
sion on the mPTitsof the instrument. This 
is obvious, that those who use it have not 
only all the information to be derived from 
symptoms, history of the disease, ftec., which 
its opponents enjoy i hut that, in the in- 
strument, they have a medium superadded 
through which to obtain additional knowledge, 
and they are thus enabled to come to the 
esaminalion of thoracic disease, as it were, 
with increased powers of mind. A single 
well-applied fact muy carry conviction where 
reasoning will not. Among the caSes of 
thoracic disease which Imve.been under my 
care, one was so roach in point, so well cal- 


• We insert OUT correspondent’s agreoablo 
commuuicalidnwith much pleasure } hut we 
cannot discover an^ thing in Mr. Dermoti’s 
paper to justify this inferenoe.^Ki), L« 
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culated to remore tbo loeptloirai above •teraum, toiwd him isto the tir ; he 
alluded to. at the same time that it enforced hut soon recovered, was bled, and felt no 


so strongly the necessity of employing the 
instrument, that 1 shoula be culpable were 
1 to allow it to rest in silence. 

Mr, J. D- — e, a builder, (Cole’s Lane,) 
called on me, for the drit time, in the early 
part of June. His complaint eommeticed 
about four months before that period, with 
sense of oppression and straitness in his 
chest, succeeded by cough, /iccasionally con* 
Tulsive ; the cough and oppression of chest 
always relieved by mucous eipectoration. 
He might, at that time, have been selected 
as a man preaeutiug the very rigour of 
health, finely made, full in flesh, of a florid 
complexion, and active in liia limbs. He was 
daily engaged at his ordinary business, which 
required much exertion ; but for his teas* 
ing cough, and straitness of chest, he should 
not, he said, have known what an ailment 
was. After having tried, without avail, all 
the uaual domestic remedies, he had re> 
course for advice to several eminent prac- 
titionera in the city, who did not use the 
atethoBCope. When he came to me, his 
breast was covered With the marks of re- 
cent cupping. and, between his shoulders, 
the back was bare from a blister ; he had 
been repeatedly bled, Tire cbstinacy in 
resisting the exhihition of active renmies 
of what seemed, at first sight, an attack of 
aimple bronchitis, attracted my aiteutiou. 
Questioning him closely, I found that he 
occasionally felt pain in the left aide of his 
neck and left arm. 

On stripping him, the first remarkable 
appearance that caught the eye, wus a sin* 
guiar pulsation of all the arterial trunks 
of the upper part of the body. As hie arms 
hung by his side, tlie whole tract of the 
brachial and carotid arteries w'ss thrown out 
in strong relief, at each impulse of the 
heart, as if the vessels, from having been 
previously oomparatiyely empty, had be- 
come suddenly filied. Mr. 1). was above 
the middle size, w'ell' formed, and his chest 
made fully, in proportion. On percussion, 
the tliorax, with the e:sceptiaii of the part 
midway batween the left mamma aud sterno- 
clavicular articulation of the same side, 
sounded clear ; in this situation, there was 
great dulnees of sound, liespirotion was 
pure, save in the same place, where, in its 
stead, existed a most intense '* kruit de 
JUit ** accompanied by indistinct pulsation. 
The action of the heiMft w'aa regular, rulse 
about 80, full, equal, the tame in both arms. 
He kne w of no immediate cause to w^hich to 
nttribute his iUness. About aix mmiths be« 
fbre its commencement, vvhen assisting hia 
man Ih removing some timhur, one end of 
a long plank, from the opposite end of which 
the iUppOTt had beenTmddettlv pulled away , 
canted upwards, and) httolung uitder Me 


further ill effectu, 

1 requested to see him tgaitt at the end of 
ten or twelve days. 1 had scarcely a doubt as 
to the nature of the disease ; but before giv* 
ing an opinion which, in his apparent state of 
good health, would have been ao great a 
shock to his friends and family, 1 was snx- 
iou» to be positive of the accuracy of my 
diagnosis. 

On the second visi* his symptoms were 
as before, but somewi.at aggravated. On 
placing him sittin|^posite a window, and 
looking from behind, aslant down his chest,* 
there was a prominence, although very 
slight, perceptible above the left mamma, 
where the sound was dull, and the ** Sruii ds 
muffin^* intense. 1 had now no doubt as 
to the nature of the disease, that there was 
aneurism of the ascending aorts, and tlmt 
the termination must almost inevitably be 
fatal. 

As I am relating this case partly to prove 
the absolute necessity of having recourse 
to the methods of examination of Aven- 
brugger and Laennec, in exploring diaeasea 
of the chest, 1 may pause here to meet the 
objections of those whose prejudices may 
make them disbelieve in, or sooff at, the 
stethoscope. 

Such persons, in speaking of this case, 
would bring forward two objections to the 
instrument; flrst, that the disease could 
have been discovered w'ithout it, tbereibre 
that its application W'as unneceasary ; ae* 
condly, Uiat supposing the diaease to have 
been diseovered by the use of the inatrui» 
meat, nothing was gained, iuaamuch as the 
disease was fatal. To the flrat objeo^ou, 
inatead of going into lengthened reaaoning 
to prove that symptoms could not have 
guided to an infallible diagnosis, 1 shall 
merely reply, that until my examination ol 
Mr. D,, there was not the sVighUMit suspi- 
cion entertained by his medical attendanla 
of the nature of the disease. To this, per« 
haps, it will be answered, ** The persona 
under whose care lie had been were igno'* 
rant.” Of those wdio were in attendance 
on him previous to me, two are men whose 
names, could I with propriety^ mention 
them, would he to this a sutiScient answer ; 
they stand at the very bead of their profes- 
sion. They brought to the investigation ef 
the case, talent and experience, and they 
erred ; 1 impute not the least blame to them ; 
they did ail that could he done with the 
means which they possessed. One of them 


* This is a poature and mode of observ- 
ing in which dilatatidn of the forepart o€ 
the chest is most easily aacertaiued by the 
eye. 
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Imet more tlum ODioe in consoltation on this ita haTing, during life, it would.be euertedi 
very case* With a candour that does him preaented any aymptom by which to dis« 
honoui, be acknowledged to me that he had cover itl 

oonaidered the case as bronchitia. To charge 1 have made these observations merely 

these genriemen with ignorance, or for any as they arose out of a single case ; I might 
one to say tliat, with only the same means go much further, but this is not the place. I 
of acquiring information, hg would not have shall now resume the details, 
made the same mistake, would be arrogant Pain, which had at first been trifling, in* 
{Kreaumption. ^ creaeed in degree, occupying the left side of 

A trite objection frequently made to the the chest, shooting cut through the left sea- 
stethoscope, and which those who jjut it pula, extending down the arm and up the 
would consider pecu'hriy applicable to this side of die neck, sometimes encircling dm 
case, is the second.^ throat. 'I'he nigbta were resdeaa, disturbed 

Granting that the particular organic le» by harassing cough, followed by mucous 
aion were discovered by the stethoscope, expectoration. The prominence above the 
the disease is inevitably fatal ; what|ri)en,i8 left mamma increased, although very slowly, 
the use of the discovery 1 This is an ob- in projection, and the finger pressed on it 
jection that should never come from the lips detected the descrilmd by 

of a man of science. In the pursuit of Corvisart ns a symptom of aneurism of the 
science every truth, every fact discovered, is ascending aorta. There was net, however, 
of value. We may not, in every case, see its at any period, the in the 

immediate application, or inicant practical breathing, mentioned by the same author, as 
good result, but it is a step gained. We accompanying the disease. Vasalva's treat- 
know not how soon it may become import- ment was the only one that held out any 
ant, or whether, although yet unknown to prospect of relief. It was pot in practice, 
us, it may but be the way to a hitherto on- Rest, abstinence, frequent bleedings, with 
explored field of knowledge. It is only for ilie exhibition of digitalis, were employed, 
those of narrow minda to lay, that facto, or Digitalis was pushed to the extent of forty 
means of attaining facto, should be diare* drops three times a day, with very little be- 
garded, because there is not some imme* nefit. On many occasions iJte sufferings 
diate obvious practical result. In taking up were often more distressing on a night luc- 
the question thus, 1 em, however, allowing ceedingthebleeding, than on any other. The 
the opponents of the stethoscope more than digitalis at one time brought the pulse down 
I ought; but I am willing to give them to 48, hut otherwise gave no relief. The 
every advautago in tlje argument. 1 have pulse very soon rose agsio. Tlie blood 
wpposed the disease in question to be fatal drawn was bufled and cupped, in every in- 
in every instance. It is not so. Some few, stance, with a firm coagulum. From the 
although few, cast s are known of recovery ; middle of.luue, to the 26th of August, when 
and while there exists a hope, no means death took place, three symptoms were 
dionld bo left untried. It is scarcely ne- invariably present ; remarksbie pulsation of 
eessary to say, that the chance for recovery all the arteries of tlje au))erior extremities; 
depends altogether upon a plan of treatment loud bruit de mtjlet*' in the ascending aorta 
quite opposite to that for almost every other and truiika braoching from it; ftmim- 
thoracic disease. There it, then, gained, a mmt” accompanying, Itwouldnotbein- 
joat and steady pnictice, and an exclusion of slructive to follow up minutely this melan- 
plans of treatment which would almost ctr- choly case. The pains shooting about the 
tainly hasten death. Sapj^e, howaver, neck, chest, jind scapulw, were sometimes 
this particular disease to bt in eimy inttunce most agonising. Leeches ocwwiowdly gave 
faidt is it notliing to abstain from torturing relief. Uelladonna liniment, in the proper- 
a patient with not alone inefficient, but po- tion of lialf an ounce of the extract to two 
litiveiy injurious means I Is it nothing to ounccfs of water, sometimes afforded ease, 
foretell, and thus in some measure lake from, This failed; then a plaster of extract, bel- 
the approaching calamity I Is it nothing, ladoiin*, emp. ammoniud, and powdered 
instead of giving delusive hope, to prepare opium, applied, after leeches, to Uie jiained 
the individual himself for his iaat great parts, alleviated the aufl’eringi, but at last 
cimnge, and that, in alt probability, lobe all failed, 'I'owards the tertninatian, Uie 
sudden ? AreallHliese matters of UtUecon- paini became so torturing as someUmes to 
sideraiion 1 Had this patient, whoso lase I deprive tlie patient of reason , and sense of 
am recording, died (iu making some exer* horrible sufl&ation fr^juently enme on at 
tion) from a rapture of the sac, which was night, making him bound suddenly from 
most likely to h»|qieu, any but twelve hours bed, and fly to tlie open window for breatfli. 
previous to the exaniinaiion with (besle- Two days Wfore death, the fenwm mde- 
tboscojie, should we dot have bad ibis added matoas; pulse weak ; akin of th« entire 
to the number on record of cases of intoninl liody of varying shades of purple. Mucous 
anoutism ending in audden death, without and bloody itoolt were passed, and ut 
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lenpjth, without any expectoration of blood, spiration and eircotafion. At kagih suffo- 
death by suffocation closed the scene. cation put an end to a miserable existence. 

1 examined the body 24 hours after deatli, Laennec reckons aneurism of the aorta 
in the presence of Doctors Harkan, Fergu- one of three thoracic affections, which still 
son, Higgins, surgeons Adrien and Peebles, remain in obscurity, notwithstanding the 
The abdominal riscera were sound ; liver application of the stethoscope, 
gorged with blood. The lungs were also it is singular, that among the symptoms 
gorged, but pervious through their whole given by Corvisart and Laennec, there is no 
extent, and perfectly sound in texture, mention of the visible pulsation of the arte- 
Slight effusion in the pleurm ; three ries of the upper extremities, so remarkable 
or four ounces of blood*coIoured serum in in tJiis case. Three cases of aneurism of 
the pericardium. The heart was somewhat the ascending aorta, or its arch, are in my 
enlarged. The aorta, from its origin to its recollection j in each ^ them this was a 
arch, wps dilated to the aise, at least, of a prominent symptom. Aneurism of the 
pint measure ; from the arch the vessel was aorta is not a common disease. I can 
of natural size. There were two or three scarcely, therefore, suppose that this sjrmp- 
triiting cartilaginous deposits upon the de- tom should have existed in all the cases 
scending aorta. The arteria innominata, that occurred to me, yet not in any of those 
carotid, and subclavian arteries, were of that came before Corvisart or Laennec, and 
natural size, and spruag from the termina* 1 am forced to iltink that it must have 
tion of tlje sac. The aneurism was in front, escaped their notice. It will be found, I 
attached to the sternum, (on which there believe, a valuable pathognomonic sign of 
were marks of commencing absorption,) and the disease. This pecuhar appearance of 
to the cartilages of the three superior ribs, the arteries is noticed, for the hrst time that 
Uehind it compressed, between it and the 1 am aware of, by the relater of a case of 
trachea, the pulmonary artery, which was, aneurism of the aorta, in Dr. Macleod’s 
in consequence, dilated at its origin. The Journal, vol. ii. He cites it triumphantly, 
cavityof the sac was filled with blood, coagu* as a proof of the muscularity of arteries* 
lated after death. No appearance whatever To this we shall return, 
of an attempt at coagulation during life. Without having recourse to the assump- 
From the formation ot the aneurism, this, tion of a power of very problematical exist- 
ifidecd, could scarcely have been expected, ence in toe arterial tunic, to say the least, 
The dilatation of the ves^-el w’as nearly equal a simple law in hydrostatics will afford us a 
all round, n little greater in front, it was solution of the pheaomenoii. 
not ot all, however, in the form of a pouch Suppose an aneurism of the arch of the 
on the side of the vessel. It presented, in aorta*, the pressure of the fluid on its inter- 
the most satisfactory manner, all the clia- nal surface will be as the area of the aur- 
rncters of true aneurism. It was equally dt- face. The walls of tiie sac are not at all 
luted, weak, thin, smooth on its internal strong, in proportion to their extent. The 
surface, aud the flbrous tunic could be dis- same degree of strength that enables an 
linclly traced over the entire sac. it showed artery, through its small diameter, to resist 
distinctly the error of Scarpa's assertion of a distending force, is far from being sufii- 
the non-existence of true aneurism. The cient for the sides of a cavity capable of 
walls of the dilated vessel were so slender, containing a The organic contrac- 

that it was a wonder rupture had not taken tility of the arterial trunks, arising from the 
place. The tumour, by its bulk, had caused sac (or immediately by it) pressing the mass 
death, by pressing on the pulmonary artery, of Hold through the sides of the sac, and the 
and thus impeding the circulation through mere hydrostatic pressure of the columu of 
the lungs. The exit of the blood from the blood in the carotid, making, on the sides of 
right ventricle was obstructed*, the return the sac, a pressure, Increasing, as their area, 
of blood in due quantity , from the general will cause a yielding in its sides, which 
circulation to the right side of the heart, does not take place iu any other part of the 
prevented. Venous congestion over the en- arterial aoparatus. Hence the arterial 
tiro system, even in the lungs, was the biwnches, toe subclavian, brachial, &c., will, 
effect. The subcutaneous effusion^ effu- from tliia disproportion in the resistance, 
•Icm into the cavider, mucous and bloody become, in some degree, eiuptied of their 
stools, were the efforts of the system to re- contained blood, by pouring it back on Uie 
Have itseHflrom this oongestioit. From the ob« cavity of the aneurism , after each systole of 
stt ueted pulmonmy eirculiUiba, imperfects the heart. If the carotid have the area of 
•rterialiied blood was diatributed tbrough an eightb of an inch,^and contain half an 
the body. The brain auffered in itsfuno- ounce of blood, it produces a pressure of 
tiOna *, hence constant dreaming, and very half an ounce apon every eighth of an inch 
ftequenily deUriu^^ occurred, particularly over the interior Of the sac. If the inter- 
after alOip, when voUrion could not be ex* nal aurfhee of the sac present an area one 
erted to uaaiat by change of posture the re* hunthred or two hundred times greater than 
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that of tiw hm of th« ooToUd, the prWeuro 
OQ the eidea of the see will looreaee la the 
Mine proiiortioUf • . 

The diitendiug power eaerted by tlie 
oohimo of blood iu the carotid, on the sides 
of the sac, is permaaent ; and it may be 
mid the sac will, tlierefore, be kept oon- 
Btantly at its full stretch, and cannot dilate 
and contract, which would be necessary, m 
order to cause the phenomenon described. 
Such would be the case ; but there is 
another distending wwer, which is only 
momentary in its ^ration, namely, llmt 
arising from the organic controotiUty ot the 
arterial trunka, which converts the sac into 


in a case of aneurisii. The arteries in 
: the dead bodyipresent it in a more marked 
degree, because they had been more emptied. 
None will say that muscularity is the cause 
of this sudden jerking out of 
the moment of injection, in the » 

as Uttle reason is there to Msert tliat to 
Buch a cause is it attributable in the living. 

It may be asked why (if the explanation 
i offered here be correct) Was there notpol- 

aatlon oftbe arteries blood’ 

tiesi The pressure of a column pj blood, 
such ns that in tho descending aorta, even 
in a lying posture, is always sufficient to 
k.,p i« b».cl.a. 


artoiUl trunks, which converts ‘ ^hslf of the body, where, through 

a bag, aUeniatelj dJaUng and contractaig. . up) ^ ^ 

in the following manner. j others, the force of gravity and of 

The blow of the left rj®. ure is in constant opposition to the 

sending for Wsrd a certain quunUty of blood, j pressure is « cojiaia i i 
^ r. ll. •w.aut. in its 


SeuUlUR ^ — . ■> . . 

The SBC cannot follow, pon JMw, in its 
dilatation the quickness of the impulse. 
Hence the overplus of blood received so 
suddenly is sent forward, or, what is the 
same, senfls forward a corresiionding quan- 
tity into the arterial trunks. They are dis- 
tended to their full calibre, as in tlie healthy 
arterial apparatus. This, however, is on y 
momentary. Immediately the overplus has 
been sent into them, they, by tbeir organic 
contractility or elasticity, ve-aot on it, and 
tlirow it on the sides of the sac, producing 
a dilataUon of the sac equal to what would 
be produced by the pressure of a column of 
blood of a certain height ; and pouring back, 
of course, at the same moment, on the 
cavity of the aneurism, a proporuon of tbe 
blood received j thus producing in ihem- 
selves a comparative emptiness, wUicli 
could not occur in nu arterial apparatus, to 
which such a reservoir was not appended. 
This pressure can only be exerted on the 
sides of the sac, aa long as the overplus ot 
blood remains J but the capillaries are open 
to receive it. It passes silently along into 

them. The sao resumes its ongiusl dimeB’ 

sions partly by its own elasticity, and partly 
by the elasticity of surrounding 
the lungs, 6tc., compressed with’ii. 1 he Ey- 
ries which have thus become comparatively 

emptied, and the sac which had resumed its 
original dimensions, are then as before the 

^itionofihe ventricle J the neit blow of I 

the heart Elling again, for the Jf® 

semi-distended vessels, produces the pbe- 
nomenon described. 


loraenon oesenucu, ^ 

What takes place m injecting t subject 
for the dissecting table, supjJorU the expla- 1 
nation offered. The arteries ^ empty, and, 
of course, not at tbeir full caWire, « ^ 
living body. If the eye be kept on ^ «Ui- 
ntion of even compariitlvely minute brsnehes 
at the moment when the injectum is sentin, 
these vessels are teen thrown out in strong 


current oftbe blood. , 

Whether this singular pulsation of tue 
arteries be a constant accompaniment of 
aneurism of tbe ascending aorta, it will re- 
main for further observation to ascertain , 
but from what I have seen, were a paUeiit 
I to be presented to mo wiA tbw 
'with constant hrutt de souffiet, and 
“ frmiismmt cafowv” in the larger trunka, 1 
would not hesitate to pronounce on tbe case. 

Were the aneurism falser with very tliick 
I parietes, half filled with coagulum, or m 0 
' situation where the surrounding parts might 
afford firm support, the symptom would be 
less mnikfid ; but false aneurism of the 
aorU within the chest is of very rare occur- 
i rence ; and from the proximity to the heart, 

' coagulation to any extent, unless under very 
i active treatment, is not likely to take place. 
From tbe relative anatomy of the aorta, 
firm aupport cannot be afforded. 1 he value 
of the symptom is. therefore, considerably 
increased by the absence of causes which 
might obscure it. t j- 

'i’wo phenomena, well known to ihe dis- 
ciples of Lsennec, “ bndt de mfflet and 
»frmmmeiit caioire,” constantly accompany 
the peculiar pulsation of tbe arteries. I hey 
have baffled Inquiry as to their cauee. It bap- 
pened that I bad bed many opportunities of 
observing them under varied circumstenoes, 
The present article has spun out m far, that 
I shall not enter into the confidcration ot 
I them here, but reserve the result qf my oh- 
servations for another number. , , 
Whether my observations and opinbmg 




I be disproved or supported, I »hall bp pniusUy 
Isaiisfied. Trutli is (A# 

' and, in Om oonto*^, there is itlewt U»e con- 
I solation, thst ell the pompetitois may shwe 
[equsllj^tlie gwd 

Jan. m 9 . * , , .. 

P.S,.— I mey observe here, that tJie dw- 
I oiMd peris, described ebovei are in »y 
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d THE pOOD AND ITS VESSELS. 


Ol» THtt BLOOD, AND AOtlOtl OF THE BLOOD 
VESSF-LS. 

By Mr, tl, Vinks, Demonstrator at the Vete- 
rinary College, 

At tlie conclusioD of ray last eotnmunica- 
tion, *• On tlie Appearance of the lilooil of 
Anfinala under Different States of Excite* 
raent,*'* ! stated, tbatthe lacteal and lyin*j 
phatic fluid of the horse put on different ap- i 
peafaiices, varying under the circumstances 
in which the animat was placed, and that in 
strong and healthy subjects, if destroyed 
when in perfect health, and moderately et- 
cited, it appeared of a white or straw colour 
in those parts of the lymphatic system 
which are situated near the circumference j 
and centre of the circulation ; but, on the 
controry, that in mauy of those which are 
destroyed, both when under great, as well 
as diminished, excitement, it commonly ap- 1 
eared of the same character as dark venous 
lood in those parts of the lymphatic system 
which are situated nearest the centre of the 
circulstion, as the thoracic duct, and second 
order of lacteals and lymphatics, and that 
this became evident from the function of 
digestion being suspended, in consequence of 
severe pain produced from punctures in the 
feel, open joints, ^Scc. *, and also from expo- 
sure to a low degree of temperature without 
food. I likewise stated, in a former commu- 
nication, f that from these causes the lym 
photic glands contoined red blood, and that 
on injecting the arterial system of the lym- 
pliaiic glands, the injection entered the 
venous system, and also the second order 
of lacteals w'hich arose from the glands, 
thereby clearly proving, that the arterial 
system of the lymphatic glands, like the ar- 
terial system in otlier parts of the body, 
terminate in two orders of vessels, the first 
of W'hich are veins conveying red blood ; 
and, secondly, in veins which only convey 
white blood, and which are usually termed 
the lacteals and lymphatic vessels, 'i'be 
lymphatic glands may, therefore, be consi- 
dered as forming a centre point between 
tliose parts of the lymphatic system, situated 
near the circumference and centre of the 
circulation, and their uses are to give origin 
and termination to two orders of lacteal and 
lymphatic vessels, those situated nearest 
tiie ciroumference of the circulation being: 
!the firimorder, and ^tose nearest the centre 
^etehond. 

On farther investigating this eubjeet, I 
have been enabled to that the lacteal 
and lymphatio veasem 1(aa they are usually 
termed) are the minute or finer parte of the 


• Tn* Lancet, p. d01« 

t ir||LiNCET| Ko« llir| p. 7fi4. 


venous system, corresponding to the minute 
and extreme part of the arterial system, and 
in which only white blood generally circu- 
lates ; and that when the functions of di- 
gestion and respiration are duly performed, 
these vessels absorb the chyle, or new white 
blood, from the surface of the intestines, 
and also return the white or colourless blood, 
from the minute and extreme parts of tire 
I arterial system, and that they likewise ah- 
I sorb the ifuid deposited in serous and syno- 
I vial cavities ; but when the functions of di- 
igestion become sud||nded| these vessels 
then cease to absorb^yle, and proceed to 
remove the fat, Acc., in the various parts of the 
body, and then, under these circumstances, 
the second order oHacteals, by receiving an 
I increased power from the arterial system of 
the lymphatic glands and surrounding parts, 

I assume the same character as the veins in 
general. 

The arterial system, therefore, in all cases, 
controls the action of the venous, or lym- 
phatic, and not the lymphatic the action of 
the arterial, as it has been generally sup- 
posed, for when tho action of the whole 
arterial system becomes increased on any 
separate part, the action of the venous, or 
lymphatic system, becomes increased also. 
And, again, when the action of the arte- 
rial system becomes diminished, in any 
i separate part, the action of the lymphatic 
I system becomes diminished likewise. 1 
; theiefore consider the vessels by which the 
body is supported to be only of two orders, 
viz., arteries and veins, the arteries per- 
I forming the function of numerous deposi- 
I tions, and the veins that of numerous ab- 
I sorptions; thus the lacteals absorb chyle, 
or new white blood, from the intestines, 

I which, in circulating through the lungs. 

I and by combining with atmosplicric air, 

I through the medium of tlie pulmonury veins, 

: becomes converted into red blood ; and the 
veins which convey red blood, as well as 
those conveying the white, (wltich are also 
termed the lacteals and lym^atic vessels,) 
when the function of digestion is suspend- 
ed, absorb different parts of the body ; this 
is evidently the case, as the laoledls and 
lymphatica, under these causes of increased 
absorption, are found to assume the same 
character as the veins. 

As regards the blood, 1 am now induced 
to consider it to be a peculiar vital fiuid, and 
varying its colour in animals, likewise in diT. 
ferent parts o>f the bod^ of the same animal ; 
that the red colottf is not produced from 
colouring matter iTifused in the form of 
globules, as is eommouly supposed, but that 
it it a certain effect pioduoed on die w'bole 
mass of blood, while circulating through the 
lungs, in consequence of its combining 
largely with atmospbcfic air, and which, in 
oombinatiuii with the tltykt it the true 
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souice of the ittetiel Mood, and this, when 
circulating through the body, asaumes dif* 
ferent colours, arming according to its de- 
grees of vitality ; in the strong parts it ap- 
pears red, from possessing a high degree of 
yital power, but in the weak, or finer parts, 
it is white, from possessing leas vitality. 
When the red blood enters the minute ves- 
sels, which commonly only convey white, 
or colourless blood, as is found to be the case 
under various circumstances of increased 
excitement, either in the whole or any se- 
parate part of the bo^^'j that then it is not 
in consequence of the coats of the vessels 
becoming dilated from debility, so as to 
allow.the red globules to pass, but from the 
red blood being of a higher stimulating qua- 
lity than the wliite, and, consequently, pro- 
ducing a more powerful effect on the ves- 
sels, and this is to be seen in those cases 
where the lacteals and lymphatics (as they 
are usually termed) become considerably in- 
creased in size, and assume the same cha- 
racter aiilie veins. The blood, its vessels, 
and the body, therefore, act and re-act on 
each other by means of the excitants which 
support life, and when these are duly ap- 
plied, the vital power of tlie blood, Us Tes- 
aels, and the body, become increased ; but 
if gradually withdrawn, or carried to too 
great an excess, then the vital power of the 
blood, its vessels, and the body, will gra- 
dually become diminished ; organic disease, 
or debility, may therefore take place, either 
from the causes which support the functions 
being gradually withdrawn, or canied to 
too great an excess j the former may be 
termed debility from diminished excite- 
ment, commonly met with in the autumn 
and winter, in animals exposed to wet and 
cold, and allowed only u small quantity of 
food ; and the latter debility from too great 
excitement, frequent in spring and summer, 
in animals, when exposed to a higher degree 
of temperature, and made to undergo vio- 
lent, or long-continued, exertion. Then, 
under these circumstances, as I have pre- 
viously stated, (see The Lancet, No. 272, 
p. 401,) the colour and coagulating pro- 
perty of both the venous and arterial blood 
will gradually diminish, and this will be 
found to be the case by examining the state 
of it both at the circumference and near the 
centre of the circulation, and it also gra- 
dually diminishes in quantity as well as in 
quality. 

The blood, its vefwels, and the body also, 
possess different degrees of exoitement, 
van'ing according to the circumstances 
under which the animal is placed, M the 
state of moderate, grmt, and diminufisdexoite- 
merit, the pwer which tiie living body 
possesses of receiting Jmpreiams from 
objects by which it is surrouiided, 
taottly termed iti life. 


Life, then, or this power of the body, lids 
been termed, by Dt* John Brown, excita- 
bility, and by others, irritability, or vital 
principle; this vital principle of the body 
may be considered to be imparted to it by 
the blood, which derives its excitability, or 
vital principle, by combining largely with 
atmospheric air, water, and either animal or 
vegetable matter, the former through the 
fuuctiou of respiration, and the latter those 
of digestion ; from this it appears, that the 
living body is continually deriving its exci- 
tability, or vital principle, from objects 
which surround it, and these, by entering 
into combination with the fluids of living 
animal or vegetable bodies, thereby become 
living matter in a fluid form, termed sap, or 
blood; animal life consequently becomes 
vegetable life, and this, again, in return, 
becomes animal; first in the state of a fluid, 
but which afterwards assumes solid forms. 
The excitability, or power, which the liyipg 
body possesses of receiving impressions, 
varies in different animals, as well as sepa- 
rate parts of the body of the same animal ; 
it likewise varies according to the season of 
the year, for in the spring and summer tlie 
excitement is quicker and stronger, while 
in the autumn and winter it is slower and 
weaker, and this is constantly seen in the 
inflammatory diseases of the hqine, which 
vary in degree according to the Season. 

The excitement also varies at different 
periods of life ; in the early stages it is quick 
and weak, and the blood will be found to 
coagulate feebly, in consequence of contaiu- 
ing only a small portion of animal matter ; 
but in more advanced, and in the middle, 
stages, and as the animal increases in 
strength, the excitement beccunes more 
powerful, and the blood will then coagulate 
quicker and firmer, from containing a much 
larger portion ; but in the further advanced 
periods, and in old age, the excitement will 
be slower and weaker, and the coagulation 
of the blood will be in u coiresponding 
state. 

Royal Veterinary College, 

Dec.i7, lasa. 


nOYAt UNIVERSAl INFIRMAftY F0& 
CHILDIIBN. 

On Friday the 30th ult. the electlqii of e 
Surgeon to the Royal Universal Infiriniit^ 
for Children, Waterloo-Road, took place at 
the Institution, when Ed wai^ Ooubleday, 
Esq., Blackfriars'-Eoad, was eketeff inW 
the ofljoe , by ttimsjority of 184. 

State of tlie poll at the conclusion of (ho 

ForMr.])oahleday 3^2 
MriKont .. It8 
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opposed Mr. Asernbthy, have been gain- 
THE LANCET. whatever may be the feelings of that 

gentleman towards this Journal, all hostility 
on our part is at an end. We maintained 
London, Saturday, February 7, 1829. agai^t him, in a court of equity, out light to 
We ahall next week present our leaderawilh publish the Lectuies y^hich he delivered in 
a report of the Introductory Lecture delivered the capacity of a puMte teacher, and we 
at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, by Mr. Law- maintained that right auccesafully. We 
REttcS) who has been appointed, on the re* denounced his attem||^to sacrifice the in* 
tirement of Mr. Abeukethy, Lecturer on terests of a public charitable Institution to 
Surgery at that Institution. The lecture is his private emolument, and to render an 
characterised by the ability which distin* office, which should be conferred only on 
guishes all the productions of the eminent superior surgical talent, transmissible iu his 
individual who delivered it ; and there are family, even as Sir Astley Cooper has 
parts of it which, bearing, as they do, on contrived, by the aid of a corrupt system, 
the general interests of the profession, and to get the whole surgical patronage of the 
on the all* important question of surgical Borough hospitals distributed arnUmg his 
reform, merit the especial attention of our nephews and connexions. Here, again, the 
readers. Mr. Lawrence has now attained efforts of this Journal have been successful ; 
the statioii which his great talents preemi* for had we not denounced this attempt, the 
nently entitle him to occupy i and the duty Professor’s Chair at St. Bartholomew’s 
of communicating surgical instruction to Hospital, instead of being filled by Mr. 
the first medical school in this country has Lawrence, would, probably, have been 
been appropriately confided to the ablest and occupied by some obsequious, perhaps iif- 
most enlightened surgeon of the day. Of competent, creature of the late Lecturer, 
his predecessor it will he seen that Mr. content to hold the office as a loaan. tenms 
Lawrence spoke in terms certainly not less for Mr. Abbrnethy’s infant son. 
honourable to the pupil than to the object , Such were the public grounds on which 
of commendation, and such as, whatever we opposed Mr. Abernbtuy, and such 
grounds for dissatisfaction at the conduct of have been the fruits of our opposition. If, 
the late Lecturer Mr. Lawrence may for- in the course of the conflict, we have some- 
merly have felt to hove existed, or whotever times resorted to arguments or expressions 
may have been Mr. Abernethy’s errors in which the friends of the late Lecturer may 
liis official capacity, can hardly be said to have deemed too strong, or too unsparing, 
be inconsistently or extravagontly applied considering tlio talents, the reputation, and 
to a man of considerable celebrity, and of the age of our opponent, it is to be recol* 
unquestionable talent. As Mr. Aberne- lected that we had to contend with a dis- 
rruv’s professional life, or, at any rate, the ease in which mild remedies would have 
official part of it, may now be considered as been wholly inefficacious. The bond trans- 
terminBted, we, too, may perhaps be per* action— the /umi/y yo6, which was to con- 
^ speak of Mm itne studio voi tVd, sign the instruction of a large proportion of 
. without tite partiality of panegyrists on tlie tlie future surgeons of England to the infant 
( Olio hand, or the resentmont with which son of the kte*leeturw, to one who would 
#0 conflicts in wbkb w« hfcoo been en« inherit riie nome of Abeinetby, but no 
gtfed with him may be supposed to have portion of his experience, and perhaps not a 
inspired us on the nther. Now that the I parUele of his ta\ent--the8e were aymptoma 
public oi|eets, for the sake of wMoh corrupt state of the system, 

VoL.<a4. 2Q 
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wlikh eaUed {cft the eiMhitkm of the most 
energetic rentediee. The erent has justi- 
fied the employment of such remedies ; the 
disease has been eradicated, and we ace os 
ready to hear testimony to tlie merits, as 
we hare been, on former occasions, to ani- 
madv^ert on the errors, of the late Lecturer. 

It is uimecessaiy for us to express oar 
coBcurrenoe in die .biirable observations 
of Mr. LAtvBENce, on the intimate con- 
nexion between the two departments of the 
healing art, which have been absurdly sepa- 
rated in practice, and on the identity of die 
principles by which the treatment of exter- 
nal and internal diseases must he regulated, 
because this is a doctrine which must be 
sufficieniy familiar to the readers of this 
Journal. Mr. Abeunbthy has, undoubt- 
edly, done much towards elevating the 
character of surgical practice in this coun- 
try, by directing the attention of surgeons 
to the constitutional causes of diseases, for 
which, as the symptoms wore external, 
tdpical remedies wore all, or nearly all, that 
were supposed to be required in their treat- 
ment. He has, indeed, pushed his theory 
too far, by making the digestive organs re- 
sponsible for almost all the external dis- 
eases that affect the human body. De- 
rangement of the digestive organs is, no 
doubt, freqoendy the fm mli ; hut Mr. 
AnERKCTHThas dealt with nosology as the 
Rmnaa tyrant wished to deal with his tuh- 
jects-^he has referred all disease to one 
head, that he might have tiie pleasure of 
cutting it off with compound calomel, or 
blue pill. Mr. AesnriETar has used the 
digestive organs for the purposes of diag- 
nosis, as ittooniineatly as Mr. Purr's morn- 
ing gun in Tht Crttie was fired off by the 
players, who, when they once get hold of « 
good thing, never know when to have done 
with it. Some prsctietl may have i»* 
suited from Mr. Aiiieni«sT«¥-e estmpbi of 
referring disease tfM> indtacrimioati^ to 
defangement ef (bo stomach and 
tive organs, which dfrsngessent, if it h» #e* 


quently the primary cause of local disease, 
is also not unfrequently the effect of such 
disease, and is often a symptom by no 
means calling for the exclude attention of 
the practitioner. Mr. AnenNETHY’s doc- 
trines, however, have certainly led Burgeons, 
generally, to pay an increased degree of at- 
tention to the medical treatment of the oases 
which fall exclusively under their care, and 
which have co-operated with other causes to 
create a decided preference in the public 
mind for the advice of surgeons, in oases of 
which the treatment was formerly supposed 
to belong exclusively to physicians. With 
regard to the remarks which we have made 
from time to time in this Journal, on the 
Lectures of Mr. Abriikethv, there is no- 
thing which requires to he qualified or re- 
tracted, When tliose Lectures were foe 
subject of litigation between ourselves and 
Mr. Abihuetiiy, we thought them unwor- 
thy of his professional reputation, and we 
think BO still. The trutli is, Mr. AuEfiNE- 
TKY, with ell his talents, was too indolent 
to keep ])ace with tlie progress of surgical 
science; and his Lectures, as t}»ey were 
published four years ago in this Journal, 
might, for any thing that is to be found in 
them as to the modem improvements, or 
attempts at improvement that havo been 
made in surgery, havo been delivered, as we 
believe they were, in point of fact, delivered, 
twenty years ago. Mr, Abeii»ethv was 
hinusdf conscious of the defects of hm course 
of Lectures, which he had never taken the 
trouble to improve, or even to illustrate, by 
contemporaueous cases occurring at his 
own Hospital; and in the consciousness of 
these defects, we believe, is to be found tile 
true explanation of his xeluctanto 1o fbd 
them published, witii that mfeitte jMty 
which he attested by hi* oath; and foe 
true origin of those proceedings in foe Court 
of Chancery, wMeh, with foe aid of peon- 
niny pontributions firom Messrs. Bnoott, 
TnAViite, hp instituted ogaimt fits 
LxnOUV ■ ■■■' 
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The alluftioAS of Mr. Laweence to the 
ahsurdity of the certificate eyetem, as a test 
of qualification for tlie medical profession, 
are well deserving of attention. Mr. Law • 
RBNCE is now a membm; of tliat body, which 
has long sacrificed the character, and re- 
H{>octability of the profei^on to its private 
interests ; and if his views of what was due 
to tbe honour mrd . independence of the pro- 
fession were not unaltered, and unalterable, 
kis acceptance of a seat in the council might 
be re^rded as an inauspicious omen by tlie 
friends of surgical reform. We felt assured, 
that tlie step taken by Mr. Laweemcb was 
dictated by the soundest jwlicy, witli a view 
to the final triumph of tlie cause of surgical 
reform j and that, pledged as he was to the 
support of that cause, as well by inclination, 
and all the tendencies of bis liberal and en- 
lightened understanding, as by nnequivocal 
voluntary declarations of his sentiments. Its 
binding as the most solemn asseverations 
upon an honourable mind, — pledged ns he 
was, we say, by all these considerations, to 
the support of the cause of surgical reform, 
the bare insinuation , that in accepting a seat 
in the council, to which his talents and ac- 
quirements pre-eminently entitled him, he 
had deserted that cause, was an imputation 
upon his honour, to which we disdained to 
xepljs The best answer to such an impu- 
tation will be found in the sentiments 
which he avowed in his Introductory Lec- 
ture on Monday last, and in the fact, that 
since he has become a member of the 
council, such is the shock which the system 
alluded to in the Introductory. Lecture has 
received, and sudb tlie desire to avert, by 
attempts at conciliation, the fate which im- 
piends over the surgical oligarchy, that one 
^geoUi has actually received th« 

^fthe College toiiAaid prsducthm qT « 

, If lurther proof wsff w^Uoi of Mr* 
Lawebxice's firm adhesion to 
surgie^ reform, and of his unaltered opi- 
nions aiT to the gensial ^srieterof the body 




of which he has consented, for sound reiy 
sons and salutary purpose, to beepure a 
member, it may be found in a letter, written 
by the sapient perpetrator of the Oysterian 
oiatiou, aud published in The Times of last 
Tuesday. The letter introduces to public 
notice a proposition, worthy of the intellect 
from which it emanates, for the publication 
of hospital reports JjV hospital surgeons 
themselves ; and it ^erts in the following 
terms to the decided opposition which this 
proposition has received, in the council, from 
Mr. Lawrence. The passage is well cal- 
culated to remove all apprehension from 
the minds of those friends to surgical re- 
form, who may have been so far misled by 
die insinuations and miarepreseill^tions of 
Mr, Lawrence's enemies, as to believe that 
any thing like cordiality, or unity of feeling, 
on the question of medical politics, could 
subsist between him and the members of 


the surgical oligarchy. 

“I subjoin an address to the hospital 
surgeons of England, and which I have not 
been able to carry into effect, although* I 
have laboured against its sluggish oppo- 
nents for eight years. 1 am, therefore, at 
last compelled to submit the measure to 
public opinion, under a hope that some 
powerful influence may command its adop- 
tion. Many of your readers will be startled 
to learn that the most violent objector to 
tliose hospital reports, is the child and 
champion of surgical demagogues. He ar- 
gues * that such reports would be of no 
use ; ' that * the hospital surgeons of Eng- 
land hate their own college too ardently to 
expect any co-operation from them / that 
* the style of the address would be disgrace- 
ful to the College;' and, lastly, * that aoefa 
reports would only display the comparative 
mortaliw in the different hospitals,’ — a fact 
which I oensider to be of we utmost im- 
portance to the public., the best security 
against unjustifiable surgical operations, 
and the highest incentive to honourable 
emnpetition, 1 am, Sir, your obliged ser- 
vnat, ** ANrnoNv C#rei8i,b*’* 

B’rott tlie foregoing ostmet those mem- 
bem of ^e prOfesshm wlio here entertained 
say doubts as to the fimmess and consis- 
teiTcy of Mr> Lawronoe, may judge of the 
state of feelinf whi^ exists between *<ihe 
ihiM end sheinpioiL of eurgkel refoem,^ es 
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that gentleman is styled by Sir Anthoky, 
and the oligarchy in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 
The Oysterian Orator has, unwittingly per- 
haps, let the profession into the secret of the 
distracted condition of the Council, and 
afforded tliem the means of judging between 
the accuracy of those calumnious reports, 
which ascribed to Mr. Lawrencb a base 
dereliction of the pi^eiples he was pledged 
to support, and of the information which 
enabled us to announce, at tlie commence- 
ment of the present medical session} that 
Mr. Lawrekce remained staunch to the 
cause, and that when the members of the 
College should again assemble for tlie pur- 
pose of petitioning Parliament for a reform 
of abuses, be would again be found at bis 
post, ready, as he has ever been, to prore 
himself the firm and enlightened advocate 
of the rights and interests of his professional 
brethren.” 


O^TE of our Correspondents inquires, how 
it hath come to pass, that during the last 
four months, not the slightest notice has 
been taken in the leading articles of The 
Lancet, of the quondam editor of a Quar- 
terly Medical Journal, and subsequently of 
certain bundles of rubbish, which he called 
Fasciculi j to wit, one James Johnsioke, 
alias Doctor James Johnson, as be styles 
himself, by virtue of tlie fifteen pounds 
which he paid for an Aberdeen diploma, 
and of an ingenious alteration of the name, 
eu^tonia gratid we presume, under which 
he may have formerly practised upon the 
men and cattle of Carrickfergus. The reason 
is precisely that which might have been anti- 
cipated by tboie who were aware of the Doc- 
tor’s visits to the sitting Aldermen st Guild- 
bsil, before wlmm he prfHiented himself once 
a fortnight, among vendors of blacking and 
brewers of small beet , to make oath that his 
FatcicttU still found purchasers. This fact 
fumkhed pregnant evidence of the mori- 
bund state of the foitaight's Fiiieteuli> and) 


as might be expected, the fortnight’s Fascia 
cult have, in point of fact, been dead thes 
three months. Since the death of the Fas- 
ciculi, this [miserable scribbler made a des- 
perate attempt to catch a few stray shillings 
from unwary purchasers, by rtpuhlUhing 
the report of the Trial of Cooper v, Wakley 
from Tka Times newspaper, occnpyiug thirty 
pages, appending to it eight pages of his 
own balderdash, and giving to the muss of 
letter-press thus ingeniously, we had almost 
said fraudulently,’ concocted, the title of “A 
full Report, &c.” TJie Doctor makes the 
following attempt at a Latin quotation, by 
way of motto to this despicable publica- 
tion:— 

“ Falsus honor juvat, et mendax infamies 
terret.” 

lie makes another attempt, at tlie conclu- 
sion of his pamphlet, to palm himself upon 
the public as a person acquainted with the 
Latin language. 

“ Pudet h?BC opprobria nobis 
Et potuissB dici, et non potuisse refelli.” 

We have, on a former occasion, admonish- 
ed this wretched sciolist, that a blockhead 
who attempts to palm himself upon the pub- 
lic for a man of learning plays with pen- 
knives, and cannot choose but lay himself 
open to derision, lie ba.s, in this last at* 
tempt at quotation, got bold of the right 
number of words, but, with the fatality 
which always attends him, has so dislo- 
cated them os to convict himself of igno- 
rance. I'lie «#nie, however, of the first part 
of the jwissage which he attempts to quote, 
might convey to the Doctor a salutary 
morel lessen. It would be well if he were 
himself awakened by some feeling of kbirno 
to a sense of the disgrace wliicli bisirfnpm* 
otts malignity, and his lamentable fgp. 
ranee and imbeeiltty, as a writer, are caleu- 
lated to reflect on the profeision, wliieh h« 
j has the effrontery to pretend to be capable 
of inatraotihg* 
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If rarity of occurrence conferred a 
proportional degree of value upon a case, 
tlie next in order would indeed be inva- 
luable, in winch Dr. Threlfall,of Liverpool, 
informa ua that delivery waa obatructed by 
a oalcttlua in the bladder, weighing nearly 
seven ounces. This stone, or rook rather, 
could be distinctly perceived obstructing 
the progress of the fmtua during labour*, 
but in consequence of no catheter having 
been employed, the patient having made 
water freely, the stone was mistaken for 
achirrus of the ovaries. In a consultatioa, 
the apprehension of hemorrhage and of] 
hernia, decided against the performance of j 
an operation for the removal of the ob- 
structing body. Embryotomy, however, 
had ultimately to be performed ; some time 
after the woman unexpectedly died, when 
the stone was detected lying in the vagina. 

It would not, perhaps, be fair to censure the 

practice pursued in this case, without its. « — r » 

detdl. beio, l,id ««,e Ml, b.fo„ 
reader ; but we may remark tiiat the writer ’s * ' ’ 

defence for postponing the use of instru- 
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Perth, Mr. Miller made an incision one inch 
in length and depth, in the usual site of the 
anus. On the tliird attempt to push a com- 
mon trocar in the direction of the rectum, 
tiie meconium flowed through the canula, 
and gave immediate relief to the infant. 
The canula, and sponge lints subsequently 
used, had to be removed from the pain ex- 
cited by them ; and gruel injections substi- 
tuted ; by the occasional employment of 
which, the wound or artificial opening per- 
formed the function^f the anus tolerably 
well. Contractions fl^ commenced, wbicn 
foiling every means used to prevent them, 
the wound, we are told, had to be enlarged 
no less than ten times in eight months. On 
one of those occasions a slight heemorrhage 
occurred, which was stopped by the appli- 
cation of Btyptica. The child was now re- 
moved ^ Mr. Miller’s advice, to the Edin- 
burgh Royal Infirmary; but tiie practice 
employed here, (sponge tents to keep the 
passage open,} being abandoned from the 
pain it pr^uced, the child returned home, 
and took to eating coal cinders, which 
sticking in the passage, had to be frequently 
removed by operation. In pne of these 
operations, the bladder was unavoidably 
wounded and a communication established 
between the bladder and the rectum. Not- 
witbatanding all this catting and hacking, 
the urchin throve well on the cinders, and 
possessed the complete power of a sphincter, 
until a calculus of an extraordinary mag- 
nitude, nearly filling the outiet of the pelvis, 


menu, and not having made a more accurate 
examination, ia by no meaui satisfactory, 
Had tbe case been one of an ordinary kind, 
where delivery waa protracted by natural 
causes, procrastination would have been 
justifiable ; but where a large unyielding 
body was perceived to frustrate the eflarU of j 
nature, we doubt whether an earlier instru< 
mental interference was not demanded. 

To this case succeeds another very re« 
markable one, of imperfoTate anus, commu< 
^nioated by Mr. MU)er,of Methven, of which 
we ebiU preseint an abridgment 

The patient was a child of about a day 
and a half old, when Mr. Miller was called 
to its relief, I here was no vestige of an 
anus whatever ; the meconium passed 
through the urethra, so that a communi- 
cation between the rectum and the bladder 
was obvious. Assisted by a friend from 


plication of mechanical means, such as 
drills, forceps, &cc. relieved tbe little fellow, 
(wbo bore operation, we are told, with 
the fortitude of a young Spartan,) by re- 
moving the calculus in three pieces, after 
an exertion of three hours. The entire 
stone was as large as a turkev’s egg ; tiie 
aualysis of which, by Dr. Christison, of 
Edinburgh, presents some curious results, 
which are well worth consulting by amateiurs 
in the mineralogy of the human body.’* 

Our readers, of course, will not be sur- 
prised to hoar, that tliis indestructible little 
being, whose vitality resisted all the efforts 
of nsture and art to extinguish it, is still 
living, and doing well ! To a young surgeon 
wishing to ** flesh his maiden blade” in living 
dissection, such a patient would bo in va- 
luable; as he might pertbrm all tbe ope- 
rations in surgery on* him, without the least 
ft^r of The Lancet or the Coronba. 

We next come to a case of an ** aneuris- 
mal condition of the posterior, auricular, 
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•n4 iempm\ irt«n«** Bir Mr. Syme, OTjSyme*w|jici»,tiiwgfiDoe»tfr#f,r^i?«:ef«oc!i 


£<!iobur|h* Three e>se« only ef thii kkd 
were knowa to tbewriter : tbe tiitt oeourred 
in the prtcUoe of Pelletaa ^ tbe Beeood, it 
reported ie tbit Joaroel, by Mr. Werdiop; 
and tbe third, by Mr. Meciachliii, in the 
Glaigow Medical Joumel. Two of tlieee 
ctMO being already known to our readert, 
it will be unnecessa^jto notice ibwabere ; 
but of Mr. Syme’a we wUl proceed to gire ^ 
them a lanunnry. 

“ In July laat, he was consulted by a 
Mrs. J,, aged 54, for a tumour o?er the 
mastoid process, about the size of a goose- 
berry. He first thought this tumour en- 
cysted, but finding that it might be emptied 
by pressure, and that it fified again when 
the pressure was removed, tlie error of this 
opinion became apparent. On examining 
ilnore closely he also found tlte posterior 
auricular artery enlarged, and pulsating 
violently ; and that when pressed, the tu- 
mour became flaccid. The patient first 
noticed the disease about ten years ago, 
after lying-in ; its progress, until of late, 
was gradual Pressure had been recom- 
mended to her, and was tried, but witliout 
any benefit. Considering the disease an 
aneurism of the poster ior auris, Mr. Syme i 
proposed an operation, to which she readily i 
assented. On shaving the head for thi.sj 
potjKNie, the tumour was found to extend 1 
along the course of this artery ; and also to 
have engaged the posterior and middle 
branches of the temporal artery. Mr. Syme 
was now inclined to tie the carotid ; but de- 
clined this step, on finding that pressure 
on tbe auris emptied the sac, and stopped 
the pulsation. He accordingly took up that 
vessel, (which lie found as large as ilie 
radial, but thinner in its coats,) and applied 
a single silk ligature. During the subse- 
quent twenty-four hours there was a slight 
hawnorrhage, and in a week a slight attack 
of erysipelas. On examiaing the wound on 
the twelftli day, be found a small false aneu- 
rism at the bottom, and the source of the 
bleeding ; the whole of which, along with 
the ligature, was now removed, when they 
snppurated kindly. The operation, however, 
not having afforded the expect ed relief, Mr. 
Kyme, assisted by Mr. Bslliagal, on the 
Oct. dissected <out tbe whole tomour; 
andi be informs us, with perfect success! 
tbe wound being now perfectly cicstrized! 
and the patient comparatively relievei’* 

When the arterial degeneinion can he 
completely indoded within the limits of a 
safe epexatioHi the phm purmied by Mr. 


credit <m biin, ts perbaim the best prarttet 
in tliis tronbietome disease* 


nmtatsw ftasTteN. 

Tri Honterian Oration, is to be detivared 
by Mr.A’incenl, in the Theatre of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons, ou Saturday, tbe 14th 
insi., at four o’clock in the afternoon. Sir 
William Blizzard once more requests that 
1 the members will come without their hats. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

A/«»dny, Eeirucry SJ, 18S9. 

Dr.SMTAHMAN in the Chair. 

ArtERthe Minutes of the last Meeting 
1 had been read, 

I Dr. CLUTTKRBrcK rose and said, he waa 
I desirous of bringing a subject of consider- 
able importance before tbe Society,— the 
publication of its minutes in tlie weekly 
Medical Jcmmals, He did not allude to tbe 
reports which appeared iu any periodical in 
, particular, nor to any recent occasion, but to 
j their publication in The Lakcvt, and all 
j other works, and to the regular habit wbicii 
j it bad become. He now rose to state bis 
I opinion, that the practice was open to many, 

. and very weighty, objections. I'he Society 
j wag considerably injured by it, and it ought 
I not to be allowed. These were private and 
j confidential meetings, different, altogether, 
from those of a public body ; and he con- 
I sidered it was extrenkely unjustifiable that 
tbe conversations of private gentlemen 
should be taken down by lleporters, and 
published to tlie world at large. He tliought 
that tlie late President bad given a license 
to tlie practice, which was hsrdly warranted 
by the laws or objects of the Society. It 
was customary for many gentlemen to attend 
there, and state the cases which their pa-' 
tienti afforded them, whitdt they did not 
wish the world at large to know. If they 
stated many things which were creditable to 
them, they were jo candidi also, as to eon- 
fess their errorii and h« (Dr. Clutterhock) 
did not think it wks right that this confiden- 
tial in terenutee should be made public i h# 
considered tliit to be a widely different case 
from te of heapUal reports, 
ever, entering more /ally upon hii 
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jectionv, he begged to lay that theae did 
not, end could not, ftrise from any hostility, 
on hii t»art. to Till Iai^cet, ot any other 

. Ho 
1 The 
on and 

Keporter here ceased to take notes, in 
consequence of a private request from the 
Hegistrar, by whose ticket be had been in- 
troduced, and who personallv objected to 
his doing to* Dr. Clutterbuck continued to 
speak at some length, and, on concluding, 
our Reporter, addressing the Chairman, 
stated that he had been taking notes, but 
had ditcontinued, in consequence of the 
above application from the Registrar, and 
as he should continue them if he re- 
mained, he thought it right to ask if he were 
at liberty to do. so ; if not, he should retire. 

The RECisTRAa stated that he was igno- 
rant his friend was about to take notes *, he 
had a vSry strong Objection to the minutes 
being reported; he thought it extremely 
wrong, and what the Society should not 
allow. 

The Reporter explained that he was not 
taking notes surreptitiously ; ho had dis- 
tinctly stated, on receiving his ticket, that 
he was about to do this In consequence df 
the absence of the gentleman who usually 
attended ; he considered both the Registrar 
and himself exonerated from anjr imputa- 
tion, and again requested to know if he were 
at liberty to take notes, or whether be was 
to consider the meeting as pii\’ate, 

Mr. Ash WELL made several remarks on 
the subject of reporting, strongly advocating 
it ; and replied, in full, to the objections of 
Dr. Clntterbuck. We regret that, owing 
to the Registrar not having withdrawn his 
objection, we cannot give publicity to semti- 
ments on the subject, in wliicli fur the 
greater portion of the members appeared to 
concur. 

Our Eeporler, after Mr. Ash well had con- 
cluded. stated, that as he had not yet re- 
ceived the sanction of the Chairman, he 
should withdraw himself from the admission 
of the Registrar, and request the favour of 
au introduction from some other member. 

Mr. Peirse wss quite wire tlmt the meet- 
ing would not Wish that. The Chairman, 
he had no doubt, would at once grant his 
own introduction, without any objection tt> 
notes Mug tak«n* This the Chairman 
immediaiely didi 

Mr* PttOCiDit thought this an important 
OTisis to the fltoclety, sad Wt«» opi»o*«d to re- 
porting gf^eially* He wSs not interested 
in the question ; he felt himself too Uu inhje 
an individual to hv effected by if, he wouhi 
Side Ifff. Ashwelt wliat potsihle good could 
atise ftom HI the leports had been most 
aetttiate. but they ought not to be sent 


fbrth with the eomuients of Of with 

such ftshet as he had noticed ; if tber mniw 
be published, it should be fairly, and with* 
out remarks ; yet, accurate or not, they did 
no good, and ought to he discontinued. 

He should submit a motion to that effect. 

Dr, Williams objected strongly te the 
reports, and commented on some of the re* 
marks of Mr. Ashwell. It was not the 
question whether the public were materially 
benefited, as Mr. Ashwell had stated ; they 
had nothing to do with it. How could 
the public, for instSfcp, be benefited by the 
puhlicBlion of this report. He concurred in 
all Dr. Clutterbuck’s views ; contended that 
it was a private Society, and that many 
members, within his own knowledge, h^ 
been deterred from expressing their opi* 
nions with reciprocal confidence on the sub- 
jects of discussion ; he was sure that, on the 
I whole, the reports had been extremely pre- 
judicial, and that they were a b^rier upon 
the very principles of the Society ; there 
was a very wide difference between the 
right to publish the reports of societies, and 
those of hospitals ; it was, too, a very diffi- 
cult thing for reportew to be accurate $ he 
thought it one thing for them to telr the 
truth, and another for them to tell the whole 
truth ; he had seen most inaccurate reports 
given ; the speeches dealt out^ ia dribnlem, 
and with gross partiality, (cries of chair, 
chair,) and he thought the Society would go 
on much better if a stop was put toUiem, br 
else that they should be published by a re- 
sponsible officer of the Society, 

A Member, whose name escaped tt«, 
thought that this was a very inegular con- 
versalion ; hut on its being observed that 
there was a motion before the meeting, made 
by Mr. Proctor. . .. 

Mr, Llov o rose and said, he for one, should 
object to its being put that night, or on any 
future night, lie had always been an advocate 
for the publication of the Society's minutes, 
and he believed that much good had been 
done by it. He considered that the reports 
had been extremely accurate, and as for the 
good they did, it was fair to believe that 
that which was advantageous to hear 
spoken, must be beneficial to read ; tie 
should be against any proposition tending 
to preveiii reporting, 

Mr. Sii EARLY wished to know what dif- 
ference there could possibly be between tlie 
publication of (he Sueiety^s transactmns 
and these reports ; nothing could be fairer 
than the latter, for tliey narrated iitisnecess- 
fttJ, as well as soccessful. cases. He had had 
conversations 'h'ith members Who objected 
very much to the jhvblication of cdses, es- 
pecially those of midwifery ; but if members 
chose to bring fofq'urd things which ought 
not to be made public, it was their oWn 
look out. He could not avoid riluding to 
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tlie sdmiage which country practitioners 
derived from these reporta. He had n very 
extensive connexion witli them, and they 
had invariably told him that they derived 
very great advantage from reading them. 
Owing to the extent of these gentlemen's 
piBCtioe, time wonld not let them refer to 
the numerous and varied sources of know* 
ledge which it afforded many otliers, and 
they consequently depended on the periodi- 
cals for all tlie current information that 
could be given. These reports became, 
therefore, of the utmr importance to the 

g ofesuon, and he would give his vote in 
four of them. 

Mr, Kino DON had little doubt, that if 
fairly given, reports would bo productive of 
good, and thought it was the duty of the 
Society to let the world know w’hut they 
were wing. He considered, hoerevor, that 
nothing more than the conversations them- 
selves, and not the names of the speakers, 
ought to be given ; greater difficulties to 
an^ ril>ase3 of reporting as had been men- 
tioned, would then be preveuted, partia- 
lity avoided, and equal utility obtained. 
He considered it was almost impossible, in 
giving the reports, to do so without some 
colouring ; and this colouring rendered them 
to many members very painM, and if pain- 
ful, they ought to he prevented. Many 
members were deterred from delivering their 
opinions, By his plan, all ends would be 
answered, and no man cpuld object. He 
should certaiuly say, that the Society ought 
to feel obliged to any Editor who w'ould 
report their proceedings, if it were fairly 
done. As to the objections of patients, the 
removal of the speakers’ munes would pre- 
vent tliem from tracing their cases, as it was 
said they sometimes did. His own patients 
had often known their cases from the at- 
taching of his (Mr. Kin^don’s) name, and 
it bad been found fault with in consequence. 
He therefore refrained from mentioning 
some cases, from the pain he thought it 
might create. He slmuld urge, very strongly, 
the sappression of the sjicakers* names. 

Mr. PriRse aga^ed that this was • sub- 
ject of great moment to the Society, and he 
considered tliat it ought only to be enter- 
tained in a full meeting of the Society, that 
it might not be said, a few members had 
met together, without previous notice, to 
injure the ])ubUcations alluded to. He was 
satisfied that no harm could occur, but very' 
great advantage, if fair and accurate reports 
were given. They came togetlier as scien- 
tific men, to lay certain facts before the 
Society ; discussion was elicited which 
tended to benefit the whole public, Dr. 
Williams had said, that many were deterred 
from speaking; now he (Mr. Peirso,) 
thought it an excellent: thing that this 
Mnuetiittoa happeued, for wheu gentlemen 


were disposed to talk too much, the report* 
ing induced them to abstain from it, and 
much valuable time was thus saved, He 
thought no pain could be given to patients 
if tlnir names were not published. To the 
narrators’ names, their could be no possible 
objection. Cases and opinions had no autho- 
rity without them. (Hear.) lie begged to 
express his opinion, that if the reporting 
was done honourably, fairly, accurately, and 
liter^y, no possible objection could be 
urged against it. No comments should be 
made, and he thought that the Society ought 
to have some accredited agent from the 
publications reporting, who should be tan- 
gible to tlie Society ; it could then take its 
own measures, if incoireclness or unfairness 
occurred. No Editor could for one moment 
object to give in the name of hia Reporter 
to the Registrar. In conclusion, he thought 
the time of the Society could now be better 
employed, than in discussing this subject ; 
a special general meeting should be called, 
if more need be said on it, and all tlie mem- 
bers ought to have the opportuaity of hear- 
ing the pm and coui, and of voting. 

Mr. Salmon could not understand the po- 
sition which had been taken by those who 
objected to reports, nor couldhe seeobjectiona 
of any kind to it ; he would give the reports 
his most decided Bttp))ort. He did not under- 
stand the A.B. plan of Mr. Kingdon. It 
was the most useless that could be devised. 
For himself, he was usually plain and open 
in his sentiments; and on this, and all occa- 
sions, however interested he might seem, 
he claimed the privilege of being honest iu 
his intentions. He decidedly objected to Uie 
suppression of speakers’ names. Looking to 
his own situation, for instance, he did not 
clioose tlist other gentlemen should hear 
his opinions in tlie Society, and out of it 
repeat them as their own, without the 
meons of detection. He did not under- 
stand such a plan, and he would never 
agree to it. Ife was not lakiag a sup- 
posititious case. It hod repeatedly oc- 
curred in private life, that the opinions he 
hud given in one place, had actually been 
related again to him in anotiier, as the 
opinions of others ; and he would confess, 
without hesitatioD, tliat in this matter it 
was his desire, as it was hi8>duty, to prevent 
injury to himself, and to obtain all the be- 
nefit he could from the pubUcation of re* 
ports. 

Mr, Calls WAV was muck pleaicw irith 
the icttiimetus which had faHen from Mr« 
Salmon, and he agi^eed with ibem cH 1 but 
it was evident thilt Mr. 8. W thinking of 
himself while kei^e, He (Mr, C.) wit 
gratified at the l^ral feeliug whidt per- 
vaded the meeting, bit thought this was not 
the right time to inteituin the subject. A 
large i&oett&g ^cetdo upoftik Ho 
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bad liftened atteotively to the diacaesjoa, 
and be bad not beard one objection to tbe 
reporta ; not one that was satisfactory to 
bit own mind. He should like to iiear 
members state more definitely what were 
their veij serious objections. He did not 
mean to allude to any publication in parti- 
cular! but be thought with Mr. Feirse that 
the Society should have accredited lepturt- 
ers. He had himself seen comments and 
italics which he thought wrong towards in- 
dividuals ; but be was quite of opinion that 
the reporting should be fully, openly^ 
and freely allowed (hear). This opinion 
might possibly have more weight in falling 
from him than from some others, because be 
had made no secret at one time, that his 
sentiments were widely difierent ; but he 
had since changed his views of the subject, 
and thought that when regarded, as it de> 
served, as a great public measure, these 
reports were of the utmost importance 
to the profesaion and the public. If tlie 
question were to be decided to-night, he 
should certtinly vote for the admission of 
reporters, but he thought that timely notice 
ought to be given to all tbe members, of 
any discussion. 

Dr* Leona no Htewart, asked if there 
were atiyspecido motion before the Society, 
as, if not, he should move cme 1 

The Cha fnMAN said, that there was none ; 
but that thia was merely a conversation 
originsting, (aa we understood it,) in tiie 
Council, to aacertaiu how far the feeling of 
the Society would go towards the prevention 
of reports. He thought that great miscliief 
had been done by them, but cousidered that 
there was no enactment they could make, 
which would pievent any member, or any 
visiter, from taking notes and printing 
them afterwards; he thought, therefore, 
that tlie Society should have some accre* 
dited agent from the publications. The 
Editors could arrange with the Society Uiat 
the reports should be accurate ; hut the 
Society could do nothing of themselves. 

Mr. Asiiwii.t again expressed his de- 
cided opinion, that there was no real objec- 
tion to reportittg. On the contrary, the So- 
ciety had very considerably increased in 
imerest through it* He never in his life 
saw a Society which had so benefited, 
both in attendance and attractioo. Let the 
repolUng be placed on a good haais, and 
tji« |>ri>&aiiooal man must derive benefit 
^om it ; at lor the sacrificing of some 
geatlemenV Mings, why, if ueceasary 
for the puMie good, it must be done. He 
knew that it htnl b^ deue, and great pain 
eteited; but tHia« bi^ tbppfbt* wua a se- 
condary coiisidmtieiii,,nnd ougiit to bei^d 
to tlie (Miblic Ixmefif. Tbere could be no 
cd^etion to Mr* Kingtfqn'ii proposition, if it 
were practicable, but be baldly thought it 


was ; he had no desire to see his o^'n name 
figurio|^ away in the reports. Mr* Feirse ’s 
proposition was an admirable one. 

Tbe Chairmav, on a panse ocemting, 
referred to Dr. Clutterbuck for bis iafon- 
tion. 

Dr. Clvttsrbvck said, that he had 
brought tbe subject forward as a duty, and 
if he had founa that tbe feeling of the So- 
ciety was with him, he should have l«d 
something specific before it; but that he 
found was certainly not the case. He dmold 
not urge it any fi^er now, as tbe meeting 
ing was not largMuough, and tbe subject 
needed more deliberation. He should be 
happy if, by and by, there were a change of 
feeling to bring it forward again. 

The Chairman thought, tlmt the reports 
ought to be given in a more accurate shi^. 
No person could avoid aeeing, that in Tux 
Lancet they had sometimes contained a 
great deal of spite, and endeavoured to 
throw discredit on some of tlie members. 
He had often noticed one speech well |pven, 
and directly after, because the reporter did 
not think the next of importsnee, it would 
be said for inatanoe, ** Mr. Lbyd ottered 
some nonsense not worth repeating.’* Then 
there was some left out, if it <Ud not bear on 
tbe case, while he (the Chairman) thought 
it ought to be given. He would pnipose 
that the Council idumld take the aubjecl lato 
its consideration. 

Mr. Callawa V rose and moved, that the 
subject of reporting be referred to the 
Council, for them to consider whether an 
accredited agent should be admitted it tbe 
meetings to report the proceedings, 

Mr. Shearly complained of the report of 
tlie proceedings on the night of Mr. Lam- 
berts expulsion, w'liich appeared in one 
publication. In that report some speeches 
were faithfully given, but his own was 
most shamefully gorbled. He now begged 
to know who had sent that report. The 
reporter for The Lancet was not pre- 
sent, nor any other that he saw ; and he 
again, therefore, demanded, after the deci- 
siou of Uie Society on the night in question 
that no reporter should be admitted, who 
had sent that report I He believed that it 
had been done by tiie Ilegiatrar. 

The Chairman here interfered, to pre- 
vent the discussiou from going further. 

Mr. Li.oyo took occasion, in concluding 
the dehate, to express, in effect, his opi- 
nion iliai the less the Society interfereri wiiJi 
the reporting, the better* He had some- 
times had caufe of complaint ; as when, a 
considcruhle time since, a reporter used 
occasionally to Ttp\\\y to his (Mr. Lloyd s) 
remarks, while he (tlie reporter) had the 
reporting the speeches under his own con- 
trol, which be considered hardly fair ; hut 
if he wero not fairly dealt with, he always 
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trusted to bis owA chsracter to set bim 
right,' and he considered it generally the 
best wzy* 

The Cbairvan here put Mr. Callaway’s 
motion, which was carried unanimously. i 

Mr, Feibsk, referring to the report of 
kst week, stated tliat Mr. Lloyd and him* 
selfhad not impeached the accuracy of the 
Society’s minutes on tliat occasion, but that 
they had explained aome remarks made by] 
them, in reference to Mr. Salmon’s case of; 
phthisis pulmonalis. His object now was, 
to exonerate the Keeistr^^ 


A specimen of tumour of the breast, 
and of the oesophagus and kidneys, witl) 
hydatids, were exliibited at a late hour 
to the Society, by Mr. Hooper, Dr. Ryan, 
and Dr. Ramadgei respecting which further 
particulars were promised at another even- 
ing. A short discussion arose between 
Dr. Kamadoe, Mr. Llotd, Mr. Cal la- 
WAX, tM Mr. Pf.irse, as to the invariable 
ooDnejdon of hydatids with the outer sur- 
ikce of iliO kidney ; but as tlie subject wii), 
probably, assume a more regular shape on 
soother occasion, we do not give the casual 
remarks which arose. 

The Rboiitrab stated Uiathe had a most 
interesting case to communicate from some 
person who was not present, and which, 
from the lateness of the hour, was post- 
poned. The meeting then adjourned. 

The Chairman, in conjunction with oUter 
membera of the Society, afterwards inti- 
mated to the gentleman who took notes of 
the proceedings, tlieir wish, that the ensu- 
ing report in Tbs Lancet should convey to 
the Editors of such Journals as were desi- 
rous of inserdog reports, the opinion of the 
Society on the subject of accredited 
agents.*’ Ibe above debate will convey 
that ofMoion. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

C n niSTOPH ER Sts nt—( Continned from No, 
27 9 rtf tkii Journal, p. 444) 

His health rapidly declined ; (he granu- 
lalions became pule and Aabby, and the 
muscles retracted, leaving the bone protrud- 
ing; pus thin, scanty, aud approaching, in 
chaiacter, to ichor. 

Dec. 28. General appearnnee tabid ; eyes 
sunk; countenance ghastly; deep ulcer si - 1 
tuated on the centre of the left cornea ; a 
coiisideiahle quantity of pus effused into the j 
anterior chamber, but the action of the irisj 
unaffected ; coujuncttva vascular ; corneal 
opaque. Me ex|H'Ctortttea thin mucus, mixed j 


.with a large proportion of pni ; has had one 
discharge of florid blood from the lungs, 
after a fit of coughing, which greatly ex- 
hausted him ; pectoriloquy distinctly attdii- 
hie ; respiration hurried ; pulse ISO, small, 
aud jerking; tongue dusky red ; mouth and 
fauces covered with aphtlite ; diarrhoea. The 
poor fellow grew gradually worte until the 
nigift of the Sd January, when he was sud- 
denly attacked with a violent apasmodic 
cough, which induced an expectoration of 
about two pints of scarlet blood ; this fiuz 
put an end to his existence. Opium, fox- 
glove, and cordials, were used successively. 

Examination of the Corpse, sixteen hours after 
death, conducted bp Mr, White, 

All the abdominal viscera were blanched. 
The liver presented a mottled appearance, 
and had secreted a thin, light-coloured bile. 
The spleen was large, but of natural colour 
aud consistence. The inteatinal canal, from 
the cardia to the anus, was perfectly healthy. 
In the stomach was a quantity of coagulated 
blood, which bad been swallowed. When 
the sterntun was raised, the basis of each 
lung was found collapsed, of the natural 
colour, and crepitating between the fingers ; 
the middle and superior lobes were com- 
pletely tuberculaled, and adherent to the 
sides of the chest ; on the right aide a vo- 
mica existed, of sufficient capacity to con- 
tain ail ordinary. siaed apple, having a thin 
cyst, and communicating with the right 
bronchia by a large aperture. It contained 
a amall coagulum, but no puf. The inner 
tunic of the larynx, trachea, and bronchi, 
wu redder than natural, and tlie ramifica- 
tions of the latter on the right aide were 
filled with black cloti of blood. The pleura 
contained about sixteeen ounoea of aerum, 
aud the pericardium nearly aix ouncet. The 
heart was fat, apparently healthy, and of 
mean size. The head was not opened. 


AXeUBIfM or IIIB ARTERIA INNOlllNATA. 

Samuel .Stack, an avertge-aized man, of 
dork complexion, about 40 yeart old, ad- 
mitted 6tlt February, 182B, under Sir Geo. 
Tuthill, M.D. Afier being exposed to cold 
ond damp, about a week before his entrance, 
he nas seized with pain in the throat, and 
difficulty of swallowing. 'Fhe pain extended 
backwards between th«scapulm,«nd 
the right aide ; he was felteved by « hhitef* 

He now complains of great pain about in 
inch below tho slernalend of the right clavi- 
cle, where a pulsatory lufnottr of an obtoBg 
shape, and about an m^h in widUti is evi- 
dent ; the pain ii augmenied at, each inha- 
lition. Mttcii dyipaooi, cough, and expec- 
toration of I thick white mucus ; pulae 
strong, and rtbmoiy ; tongue whiitsh 
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bowelf confined ; skin cool ; Ups livid ; vi* 
lap tnxious. Capping to mglit onncei ; a 
blUter to the clieatp and amacilsginousand 
aoodjoe miiture. 

7. Camiing immediately relieved lum, 
hut iowmds evening there wu an increment I 
of pain in the cheat, breathing difficult ; 
cough tiresome ; pulse full and strcmg ; ten 
oonees ofblood taken from the ann. 

8. Crasaamentum bufifed ; serum turbid; 
aympt(un8 alleviated by the venesection; 
pulse 96, full, but thrilling. 

18. The sympttmts continned witboot any 
mateiial variation since the last note ; in 
the interim he was once bled with tempo- 
rary advantage, and has taken small doses 
of tartarized antimony. He now sleeps 
badly, complains of an acute pain under the 
right bladebonei darting into the vertebral 
column, and towards the sternum, augment- 
ed by coughing and deglutition ; cough less 
irksome ; respiration easy ; lips livid ; 
tongue clean ; bowels open ; pulse 92, vi- 
brates. Tartar-emetic ointment to the part 
pained# 

22, Cupped on the back to 12 ouncea; 
pain relieved ; takes an erpectoratiag mix- 
ture of mucilage, paregoric elixir, aud oxymel 
of squills. 

28. Respiration laborious; cannot awal-l 
low without bending the body forwards.! 
The aneurism al tumour has grown larger,! 
and its pulsations are more powerful ; the! 
patient cannot lie supine ; percussion educes | 
a paver sound on the right than on the left i 
side of the thorax ; a constant aching at the 
top of the sternum ; slight cough and mu- 
cous expectoration ; lips purple ; face livid, 
and intently anxious ; pulse 100, full. He 
is incapable of any exertion. 

March 3. All the unfavourable symptoms 
enhanced; the puisaliona of the tumour 
have increased in intensity. Cupping to 
eight ounces. 

10. He was relieved by the cupping, but 
he gradually gave way, and yielded to hia 
sufferings this morning at four o’clock. 

Post-mm*Um tcruiin^, 

lire arteria innominoia much distended, 
forming an aneurismal sac, capable of hold- 
ing half a pint of fluid, and which contained 
several diatiuct coaguU. ^'bis was contigu- 
ous to.^e posterior surfHcc of the Ifirst bone 
of which constituted its roof. 

The iiertoateum was absorbed, so that the 
eanceul were washed by t^e aneuTiimal 
blood* Arch of tlie aorta natural. On the 
right aide cf the tiachea, the pressure of the 
tomout; had occeaioned portions of three 
aartitiginotif rihgi to bo abaorbed, and the 
if ptnni, intervening between tlie cavitr of 
the tneuriim end ^ tube of the traoHee, 
et one or two potnl*, e mere tranipa- 


rent film. Lnnp, heart, and gullet perfectly 
healthy ; no effiasion into the chest. 


aXMOVTOE. 

John Graves, mtat. 66, admitted l6th 
Aprii» 1828, under Sir George L. TuthiU, 
M.if. He states, that having about six 
weeks before been exposed to cold and 
damp, be was seized with a violent cmigb, 
and expectorated a tiiick yellow mucus, 
often streaked with blood. At times bloodi 
was expectorated^ore copiously, and the 
sputa ejected in Ine course of one nighti 
bad once or twice amounted to nearly n 
pint of blood and mucus* He had been 
under medical treatment, and partiaiiy be- 
nefited. He at present complains of pain 
over the whole body, which is most severe 
at the upper part of the thorax, and aggra- 
vated by cough. Kxpectoration^mumis, 
mixed with striee of blood. Cannot lie on 
the left side. Percussion elicits the natural 
sound. Pulse 90, pretty full ; respiratson 
easy ; cheeks tinged of a pink cclonr *; 
skin cool; tongue clean; he hw% taste uC 
salt in the moulb ; bowels regular. 

Take ofi/)eeaeuaii.4 grains. 

half a grain ; in fonb of 
pill, three times a-day» 
PiUo/iMipiitidopttt^ 5 grains every 
night. A warn hath pieaeribed 
daily. 

8. Pain of chest has a little abated; 
cough tiresome ; expectorates round muooos 
sputa; respiration unconstrained; 'ptdse 
84 ; tongue clean ; bowels open. 

12. Considerable pain under the right 
clavicle, produced by every act of eougbing, 
which is frequent; iiiability to recline on 
I the left side continues. Pulse nearly na* 
jtural. 

TlncUof digitalis, 15 minims thrice a*dty, 
in sn ounce of infusion of roses. 

CtatoroU occasionally. 

17. Complains of pain in the left side 
of the thorax; sleep much disturbed by 
the cougli; expectoration mucous; pulse 
nearly natural ; skin cool ; tongue dry and 
yellowish; coasidetaUe thirst; continue 
the digitalis mixture. A solution of cream 
of tartar to be used as a coifimon beverage. 

19. Thirst slaked by the acid drtuk ; 
tongue clean, but the cough is worrying. 
Continues the remedies. 

29. Cough and expectoration have nearly 
disappeared ; no pain of cheat ; eomplaina 
of headich; pUpila rather expanded ; 
boa*els regular ; •stools natural. 

May 3. Makes a ful{ inhalation without 
restraint. Kp ^oough or expectoration ; 
aeci^etton and cifeulotton naiMirfu. 

5. Convaleicent* 
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HEMATOCELE. 


B*MOPTOfi— DYSPNffiA. 

Eichard Hobert, aged 59, admitted S6th 
April, 18S8, under the oare of Dr. Rowe, 
baying a cough and a lenaetion of tightnera 
across the chest, which had existed two 
months. On the day before hU entrance, 
whiUt walking in the park, he, on a sudden, 
brought up about a pint of dorid blood. 
Now complains of difficult respiration; 
eonghs up a considerable quantity of mu> 
CUB, Btriated with blood ; cheeks flushed ; 
lips livid; saltish taste in the mouth; 
skin hot and dry ; .Ise 100 ; tongue 
clean; bowels open. Warm bath; vene- 
section to ten ounces. 

Take of pmdir of micdm sajfmcroor, 5 
grains every six hours. 

28. Feels better ; no hasmoptoe to-day ; 
breath easy; slight cough; pulse 80, 
small ; skin moist ; countenance natural. 

29. The cough was troublesome during 
the night; slight dyspnoea, but no pain; 
pulse soft. 

MayX Cough rather irksome; s little 
mucus expectorated ; pulse 1 16, very small ; 
passes his urine with difficolty; tongue 
clean ; bowels open. 

Take of ipeeacuan. 5 grains, three times 
s-day. 

6. Feels etsier, hut the cough is stiUj 
troublesome, and the respiration difficult. 
Pulse lS2f very thin ; tongue dusky red ; 
bowels relaxed. Continues ipecacuanha. 
A warm bath every night. I 

8. Dull pain under the sternum; res- 
piration lahorions; gar^ouUlmmti ui^ent 
cough ; muco- purulent expectoration ; pulse 
120, exceedingly Bmall ; hands livid and 
cold ; some tendency to coma. A cordial 
mixture. 

9. Passed a restless night; dyspnoea 
augmented. Died at eight, a. m. 

SecHo cadawrit, thirty houn q/lrr death. 

On opening the chest, the lungs were 
found adherent to the thoracic parieles, and 
mdematose. retaining the impression of the 
Anger ; on cutting into them, a considerable 
engorgement of bloody serum, which freely 
flowed out, was exhibited. The middle and 
inferior lobes contained a few tubercles, one 
of them as large as a walnut, and filled with 
soft caseous matter. Some points of hepa- 
tization were seen, and a small tuberculous 
cavity, communicating with the bronchial 
tubes, 'i'he pericardiufii contaiued about 
two ounces of serum; heait fat; »u{)erior 
surface of diapliragin injected ; abdominal 
organs comparatively healthy. 

.Toseph George, 36 yearaold, a drayman, 
adiuitted into Matthew’s ward, l3th De- 
cember ult., under Mr. President Carlisle, 


witli heeroatOGele. Early in the morning, 

I whilst moving some bags of hops, he lost 
his balance, and fell astride a beam. The 
perinseum is much discoloured and tumefied ; 
the scrotum apparently distended with blood 
forming a dark purple tumour, as large aa a 
melon; the testicles are tangible at the su- 
perior and back part. About ten minutes 
after hia fall he passed hia urine through the 
urethra, but with considerable pain. Bowels 
open. In the course of the day (Saturday), be 
was seen by all the surgeons. Mr* Harding 
bad failed in passing the catheter, and a 
diversity of opinion existed amongat his 
colleagues as to the mode of treatment. Mr. 
Lynn recommended cold lotions and purga- 
tives, which did not meet with general ap- 
probation, Mr. Harding made three inci- 
sions of an inch in length into the scrotum, 
and a quantity of dark-colonred blood slowly 
escaped. House-physic, fomentations, and 
tlie part to be supported on a small cushion. 

14th. Has passed no urine since admis- 
sion. Scrotum less tense ; the fluid dis- 
charged from the gashes made by Mr. 
Harding, has the odour of urine : feels an 
urgent desire to make water ; a sharp pulse 
and dry tongue ; the bowels act freely. Mr. 
Harding made a second attempt at intro- 
ducing the catheter, but not wishing to use 
force, soon desisted. Fomentations to he 
constantly applied, 

15. Has passed no urine. The bladder 
much distended, reaching nearly to the 
navel. Another vain attempt with the 
cathether by Mr. Harding. About noon 
Professor Guthrie arrived, and with great 
adroitness, and little force, succeeded in 
passing the instrument. *' La voila,” ex- 
claimed the operator exultingly, raising 
himself to hia full height. Three pints of 
urine were immediately drawn off ; a flexible 
catheter was secured in the bladder ; and 
an ounce of the following medicine was 
prescribed every six hoars ; 

Jromtic confection, 2 drachms. 

&>hition of acetate of ammonia, S oz. 

Omphor julep, 5 oz. Mix. 

16th. Passed a good night ; poise soft 
and voluminous; bowels open. The urine 
iiidltrates into the cellular tissue of the 
scrotum : tumefaction undiminisbed. 

17th, The urine passes guttatim through 
the catheter, and dribbles through tlm 
fistnla. Mr. Harding cut into thei>erin(etnD» 
and exposed Ute lacerated part of 4e 
urethra, into which a probe ivas pushed ; 
the catheter continued. 

2()th. Scrotum much reduced in siaa. 
Urine flows partly through the urethra, and 
partly through tbC; flstula. The febrile 
symptonu have vanished. Middle diet. ^ , 

22d. Scrotum neariy of nmdural suH^’ 
urine comes sway invdluotai'ily, both throngi 
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the nataral and morbid eaoald; aperient^ 
medicine to be taken occasionally. 

10th January, 1B29. The urine flows in a 
moderate stream througli the urethra ; an 
occasional drop fllters from the scrotum, 
which promises to heal shortly. 

12th. The peptic functions well per* 
formed. Convalescent. 


HOPITAL DE LA PIXIE. 


EMPLOVMSNT OP CHLORTJRET OF SODA IK 
BURNS. 

M. Lisfuako has lately obtained such 
success from the use of the chloruret of soda 
for the sores remaining after burns, that he 
prefers it to any other application. The 
following case will serve to illustrate his 
plan of treatment 

A. PrevoBt. mtat. 36, was on the 13th of 
August admitted into the Hospital, liaving 
on the preceding day scalded his left arm 
witli boiling water. During the first three 
days, emollient poultices were applied, but 
on the 16th the chloruret of soda was em* 
ployed in tine following manner the de- 
tached epidermis having been removed, Ilje 
affected part was covered by a fenestrated 
compress, over which some lint, dipped into 
the .solution, was retained, by means of a 
circular bondage. The whole was kept 
moist by repeated sponging with the fluid. 
M. Lisfrano observed, that in order to obtain 
good effects from this method, the solu- 
tion must be sufficiently strong to cause a 
sensation of heat and slight pricking, and 
that it is better to make it a little too 
strong than too weak, for the painful sensa* 
tioii which in the former case is produced, 
•subsides within a short time. In the above 
case the solution was somewhat too strong, 
but after 48 hours, the burnt part had per- 
fectly healed, and nothing but a alight red- 
ness remained. 


HOSPICE DE LA SALPP:TRIERE. 


thismus cured the external appli- 
cation OP THE acetate OP MORPHIUM. 
CAfi t.— Marie Uraln, wtat. 28, of ascro' 
fulous diathetis, was admitted on account of 
a large ulcer at the external ancle of the left 
leg, % which tho tendon of theperoneus 
longus was denuded. On the lOtli of June 
it was dressed one of the pupils in such 
an awkward mimher, that i violent irrita* 
tion of the dennd# tendon, with excessive 
ptbt, aeeompaiiiSd by nausea and vomiting, 
iNi Aft itoni l^iivarda, the pa- 


tient felt an itching sensation along the af- 
fected leg , and complained of excessive debili* 
ty and oppressive headaeb. These symptoms 
were soon followed by entire loss of con- 
sciousness, and great rigidity of the mus- 
cles of the jaw and neck. The mouth could 
not be opened, and its angles were drawn 
backwards ; the eyes were staring ; the ab- 
domen yery hard ; the feet apasmodically 
contracted ; tlie pulse frequent and hard. 
Twenty ouncea of blood were taken from 
the arm, and 30 leeches applied to the anus, 
but without any d(||l!Ct. The warm bath for 
an hour; mercurial frictions; a blister on 
the neck, and the use of sudorifica havidg 
also produced no alteration, the acetate of 
morphium was employed in the following 
manner ; the fourth part of a grain was 
mixed with a very small quantity of wax- 
plaster, and applied over the blistered part. 
From this time the trismus gradually sub- 
sided, and after repeated applications of the 
morphium, the rigidity of the musdes, con- 
traction of the leg, &c., also disappeared, 
and the patient ultimately recovered. 

Case 2.— Marguer. Brotn, of a nervous 
temperament, and very weak constitution, 
having during five years been in tlie Salle 
deg Incurables, on account of a herpetic af- 
fection of the extremities, was, on the 23d 
of July, frightened at the sight of a patient 
in an epileptic fit. She fainted, and when, 
after having recovered her senses, she was 
going to relate what had happened, she was 
seized with convulsions, w'hicU terminated 
in complete tetanus. The angles of the 
mouth were drawn towards the sides ; the 
jaws were firmly closed and immoveable, 
the head was drawn hack, the neck stiff, and 
the muscles of the trank very rigid. A small 
blister was put on the neck, and removed 
after four hours, when the acetate of mor* 
phinm was applied in the manner above de- 
scribed. After three hours, tlie trismus had 
considerably subsided, but the other symp- 
toms continuing unabated, the application of 
the morphium was repeated, and proved so 
efficacious, that after three days the patient, 
with the exception of great debili^, had 
perfectly recovered.— Lemftert, surla Methods 
JBfidemigue, 


OPHTHALMIC AND SDRGICAL 
CLINIC AT BERLIN. 

CALCVLOUB CONCRETION IN THE CAVITV OF 
•THE NOSE. 

Q. B., a middle-aged woman of a robust 
constitution, had, for two! years before her 
admission, been subject to a constant pain 
in the left side of the nose, accompanied 
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by disposition to sneesing^ coryza, muooas 
discharge, snd sabsequent ulcerations round 
the nostiile ; these symptoms having conti- 
nued for some time, the left nasal meatus 
became completely obstruoied) and its pa- 
rietes began to swell in such a manner, as 
to compress the lachrymal duct, in conse- 
quence of which, the tears flowed over the 
cheeks, and the skin was very extensively 
excoriated. The continual irritation in the 
nose induced the patient to use many efforts 
to remove the obstruction, by blowing 
through the affected sid^gff the nose ; she 
soon felt something moveable in it, and at 
last succeeded in expelling a calculous con- 
cretion of a considerable size. This was 
just before her admission. The pain and 
irritation had considerably dimiuisiied since 
the discharge of the stone ; the swelling hod 
somewhat subsided, and the obstruction ap- 
peared less complete. On examining the 
affected side of the nose, no stone coiUd be 
found, but the mucous membrane was ulcer- 
ous, and considerably thickened, and there 
was a constant discharge of purulent matter. 
To prevent a second formation of calculus, 
a solution of the carbonate of potassa was 
injected into the nose, and, after a few 
months, the patient was perfec( ly cured, 'i'he 
<mlculou8 concretion which had been dis- 
charged kom the nose, was of an oval form, 
eight lines in length, and twelve in thick- 
ness *, very hard, of a greyish brown colour, 
and had an uneven surface. On being sawn 
asunder, its nucleus was found to consist of 
a small cherry-stone, the kernel of which 
was reduced to a thin membrane ; round the 
nucleus the calculous matter was deposited 
in thin concentric layers of different colours. 
The patient could give no information as to 
the manner in which tlie foreign body had 
entered the nose. On this occasion l)r. 
Graefe related a case which he had observed 
in his private practice:— A man affected 
with gout had a long time ago experienced 
the same local affection as the above patient ; 
on introducing a probe into the diseased 
side of the nose, a deep-seated foreign body 
was felt, which, on attempting to extract it, 
broke into small pieces, and these having 
been eventually discharged, all tlie symp- 
toms caused by the mechanical obstruction 
of the nasal cavity, and by the irritation of 
the mucous membrane, gradually subsided. 
— GrarfeU Journal, 

The Midland Reporteu. — The country 
press has lately given birth to a new Medi- 
cal Journal, published at Worcester. We 
have not yet had time to look through the 
contents of the three numbers that have been 
published, but we are glad to see the effort, 
ond wish it all the success it may prove to 
deserve. 


ON THE PBEDISPOSITION TO, ANJD PRE- 
VENTION OF, INSANITY. 

“ Felix qoi potait rerum cognoscere caosas-” 

To the Editor of Tub Lancet. 

Sir,— T he subsequent is much at your 
service, if approved, for insertion in your 
respectable columns. 

Believe mo very much yours, 

W. Horsley. 

North Shields, Dec. 1828. 

A practical exposition of the predispo- 
sition to, and prevenUon of, insanity, being, 
it is presumed, a Mderatum in medical 
literature, is, at this era especially, most 
deserving of professional, as well as pub- 
lic attention, seeing that prevention and 
not cure, which lamentable experience has 
taught us to be impracticable, (I speak, of 
course, of confirmed, rather than periodical 
or recurrent insanity,) becomes the fit and 
proper province of the physician. 

That deranged circulation, not organic 
affection of brain , is the parent of our mani- 
fold mental aberrations, both reason and 
experience, no leaa than diuectious after 
death, amply testify. 

The predisposition to insanity usually de- 
velops itself on approaches to adult life, 
(I except idiotism, from natural defect of 
intellect, manifested during infancy,) when 
the circulation of blood, and that of the 
brain in particular, evinces an important 
change in the economy— a change, at times, 
fatal to the well-being of some vital organ, 
hitherto, perhaps, in a state of comparative 
quiescence.— To illqstrate. The lungs, from 
predisposition, doubtless, of organisation of 
vessels, take on a state of excessive and 
consequent irregular action, and a foundation 
tliereby is laid for perplexing Rstbma, or 
mortal phthisis pulmonalis, the appalling 
and most devastating endeuucf of our 
country. 

Phrenologists, who contend for a plu- 
rality of faculties and organs,'’ must not 
lead us from the important buiiaesa of cir- 
culation ; the excessive excitement or irre- 
ularity of which, local or general, of the 
rain, constitutes, in my mind, insanity. 

We are not permitted (doubtless for wise 
and benevolent purposes) a thorcnigb kmrirv 
ledge of mind; and materialists lOay set ftt 
nought, if they will, its {dtonoaieiui, 
founding, as they have hiMto done, 
propensity witii intellect, ^ 

Physically speaking, at lesst, it matters 
not from whence the*ititoUsct is dsrived-^ 
we have to do only with its operations, aud 
these are under tlm jaasMcuato^i^^ 
(asphyiioh^y andexp^itee m) ofthi; 
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brftio. To secure » then, perfectly in the Un^er the second head, I hst^e to call 
operations of mind, the brain must maintain, the atieniion of the predispoi^^d to the habi> 
throughout, a freedom of circulatiou com- tual use, or abuse, of narcotics and Strong 
patihle with its varied function, and, more- drinks ^ without doubt most fertile ^rces 
over, unceasingly. Hence its morbid vascu- of insanity: a volume would not sufece to 
larity, and exeessive, not to say specific, portray their baneful influence upon tite 
excitement; for example, bynorcotic sub* brain, nor, another, their calamitous effecU 
atances and spirituous potation, prove most over the heart and lungs, to say nothing 
obnoxious to its function, and endanger, as shout the stomach, liver, or intestinal pas- 
might be expected, its organisation. sages, t affirm, that nineteen outof twenty 

Such the ** rock we spUt upon ” in our cases of periodical or recurrent insanity, are 
dealings with mind ; cordials, and nourish- brought about chiefly by the abuse of nar- 
ment, are our ** watch word when, in codes and strongj^ink. Inebriety itself, I 
fact, under its aben^dons particularly, these would characterises specific insanity, ire- 
are most fatal to it. quiring hut the predisposition of brain, to 

Paralyiit establishes the hrain*s prece- which I have alluded, to afford permanency 
denoyiii the economy, and enough already toil. Without strong predisposition, (call 
has been said to demonstrate the amount it hereditary, if you will,) something spe- 
and degree of its affection, somewhat under ciflc is required to act upon the hram, to 
insanity. Tlie practitioner, therefore, would produce even temporary insanity ; the con- 
do well to bear in mind the predispoaidon firmed states of it being kept upby aper- 
of brain to which I have Eluded, and by no manently deranged circulation of brain, 
means to content himself with the mere He^ce insanity becomes incurable, without 
medicinal treatmentof his patient, or assur- total abstinence from narcotics and strong 
edly he will fail in the relief, not to say cure, drinks. Some years ago an industrious arti- 
of his malady, san gave himself up to inebriety , and became 

Our object, if my premises be at all cor- insane, for tlie first time of 0 long life ; I 
rect, is fourfold : first, to make less blood, had him put into an asylum, restricted from 
rather than busy ourselves about the local strong drinks, and he convalesced speedily, 
or general abstraction of it from tlie patient. Resuming his occupation, and abstaining 
Secondly, to lower the temperature, no less from liquors, he continued well for a series 
than the vascularity, of.the brain. Thirdly, of years ; but of late, having had recourse to 
to correct the secretions and facilitate the them, he is, at this moment, in a fair way 
eicretkms of the alimentary passages. And, of establishing his insanity, His brother, 
fourthly, to have a due regard to the qua- worthy of remark, died of apoplexy, 
lily ofthe blood, goal to fit it for the valued brought on, manifestly, by the abuse of 
purposes of arterial circulation, for which strong drink. Had leisure and space per- 
the venous is by no means adapted, with- mitted, I could have illustrated, to an almost 
out previous oxygenation. Regarding our indeflaite extent, how spirits, habitually in- 
first position, it may suffice to advert, dulged in, foster a disposition to cerebral 
briefly, to the abuse of animal food and affection. Not a word more about the 
flour meats, from whence much of our sus- soothing influences of opium. Know w'e 
teaanoe is derived, and a superabundance repetition of narcotics has a 

of nutriment obtained, provided especial re- powerful disposition to derange (yea, and 
gard be not had to the quantity of there, permanently,) the circulation of the brain I 
Animal food (the red meats especially) is consequently those important functions of 
well known to afford considerable nourish- the system, termed involilntary, on which 
ment to the system, and brnmorrhaget from we depend, mainly for our well-being and 
the nose and lungp, in early life particu- happiness 1 The cares of life may effect 
larly. are consequent upon the abuse of much in the production of insanity ; but I 
it. The finer preparitiona of wheat nou- affirm, generally speaking, that predisposi- 
rish full as much, but stimulate less, con- tion of brain, even without tlie aid of nar- 
sequently are not quite so prone to create cotves and strong drinks, will fail to give 
that extr«»w excitement of the hlood-ves* to insanity. As respecU our third po- 
seli, so pecuUatiy unfavourable to tlie brain’s sitfon, 1 would inculcate much attention ou 
ihnntionand organiaatioa. The predisposed ific patt of the predisposed, to digestion and 
Is insan^y^ therslbro, ought to indulge spar- excretion. Since physic has become a do- 
ittgly in wi|i p% Vfood^ regard to a mestio pursuit, control over our patients 

freedom of bowels, under the Jarioaceoui. »* really out of the question. In spite of 
11m quantity, indeed, of foods and d^ all we can say or do, they bleed, cup, or 
gmmndiy dmsMijte their heat attenthm, for leech themselves improvldently and unmer- 
it in hottot toohnato plethora, th« the cifully, or, aa n substitute, purge unceasing - 
brain, undiw predisposition, might not suffer, ly ^i*fi calomel, jalap, salts, oolocynth, and 
nkhesby Um nioes, or, perchance, some filthy saline 

blood, mineral water v without being aware, it 



m 


TO COKRESPONDEOTli' 


i& tLat digeitton and ezcretioii are 
inyolautary powers; and thiA fuactions of 
aueii vast importance in the economy, were 
not to be encroached upOQi ever and anon, 
with impunity. Under predisposition to 
cerebral affection, mental or spasmodic) 
improvident bleedings and purgings prove 
alike detrimental to the s^tem; for, by 
deranging the circulation of the brain, they 
foster disposition to organic affection— fatal, 
not onoften, to life itself. We ought not to 
bleed at all without the most urgent neces- 
sity for it, bearing in n^i its interferenoe 
with tiie great business ot circulation. He- 
gm^ing physic, pur object most be to esta- 
blish a regularity and sufficiency of fecu- 
lent evacuation emly, by alterative, rather 
than forced and drastic measures, correcting, 
at the same time, the secretions of the sto* 
mM'h and liver, with a view to the perfec- 
tion of digestion. Hence 1 would sug- 
gest value of bran bread, (if pre- 
pared from w'heaten meal, with the wlmle 
of its bran in it,) to the predisposed to 
cerebral affection, highly prone, as they 
generally ore, to constipation. I speak 
with confidence of its disposition to keep 
up feculent evacuation, as correcting of the 
secretions; the pi/u/. hydrarg.t in com- 
bination witli anthnon. tart., will be found to 
prove eminently efficacious ; regard being 
had, at the same time, to keep the bowels 
soluble, by some approved soline aperient, 
to prevent the mercury saturating the sys- 
tem. I advert, finally, to the disposition 
of tlie blood to be venous, rather thau of 
arterial character, (opposed, doubtless, to 
the well-being of the brain,) fostered not o 
little by our stimulant living, and refined 
domestic habits, which consign us by day, 
as well as by night, to a most obnoxious 
atmosphere. In an essay, recently, on 
phthisis pulmooalis, I have demonstrated, 
it is presumed, howessential isthe purity of 
the surrounding medium to the circulation, 
and consequently, well-being of the lungs. 
That the brain, no less than lungs, sufiers 
under a deteriorated surrounding atmos- 
phere, syncope amply testifies. But to ren- 
der the blood to circulate throughout the 
minuter ramifications of the brain, it must be | 
divested of its venous property, i.e. be purely 
arterial; and this can only be effected by| 
means of the oxygen of the surrounding 
medium. A fertile source of headach, it 
would aeem, little imagined, is to be sought 
for in the surrounding atmoSphere. ^ Such 
the state of our habitations, of association, 
and repose, which to ventilate, by ni^ht 
especially, would be looked iipon us a species 
of temerity, bordering, I baa almost said, 
upon insinityl 

As the surrounding medium becomes 
deprived of its oxygen, we ex])erieftce, in 
pro|>ortioni t dimmutictt of those fsCUltlci 


which derive their immedtito infloenoe from 
Uiebraiu. , > 

The predisposed, then, to cerehrCl affec- 
tion, whether in the shape of insanity, 
epilepsy, palsy, or apoplexy, ought, by 
ni^t andby d8y,tobrea4e the very purest 
atmosphere, as well as in a temperature 
greatly under that we are in the habit of in- 
dulging, in more refined life. I speak from my 
own personal experience, having overcome 
a predisposition to apoplexy in myself, 
which the late Dr. Gregory, of Kdinbu^h, 
of acknowledged eminence in his profession, 
declared to be irremediable. The predis- 
posed, also, should guard again<|||Onement 
or distressing passions, for lliflll commit 
serious ravages upon the brain, first, by 
deranging its circulation, and eventually, its 
organisation. I take leave, seriously, in 
conclusion, to awaken the attention of my 
professional brethren, to the momentous 
importance of a due regard to functional 
derangement, seeing that the organic affec- 
|tionsof vital parts but *‘mock our toil,” and 
set both regimen and medicine at defiance. 



TO CORKESPOIIDENTS. 


We regret exceedingly the disaj^nt- 
ments complained of in the letters jVpm 
Edinburgh, Liverpool, Leeds, Exeterv and 
other places, and as it appears that i 3 ^arly 
the whole of the weekly periodicals are de- 
spatched from London by the coaches on 
Friday, we will endeavour to make such 
arrangements as shall enable us to resume 
the publication of Tub Lancet on tha|d8y. 

If this can be accomplislied, we sliall (meer- 
fully incur the addition&l labour and expense 
which must necessarily result. At all events, 
our best endeavours shall not be wanting, to 
prepare a sufficient number of the Journal 
for the COACH yarcbls on Friday evening. 

J. M. will perceive that we have obutted 
the Table of Contenta in the present dum- 
ber. 

I We believe that certificates of attend- 
anceon the surgical practice of the Wesvern 
Hospitae, are not received as testimblilala 
for the diploma at the College of Sub- 

OEON8.' 

We have been favouied by Mr. BrUfttW 
Cooper with ft species of tpplicatiou, which 
faniishei a comment at once patimtie and 
iudierous, on the morbid . of hi* Ibel- 

iugs. We almost disdain,^ liludeto this 
proceeding ; but it may ifiiiliiSbly be neees- - 
sarylomike some obi«t«btimHron it here* ' 
after. ■■ 

.ovtrOrnct. ^ 
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Ball P«3arjf.--The next variety of pes- 
sary on which 1 propose to commen t is the 
hall — of silver, of ivory, of box-wood, of 
various other materiaJs-^but box-wood is, in 
general, preferred. By the turner it is hol- 
lowed, in order to make it lighter, Itid, at 
the two poles, there are apertures of small 
sise, perhaps the more numerous the better, 
to allow of the discharge of the catamenia, 
provided the period of menstruation be not 
yet passed. With this instrument should 
be oononcted four ties of strong red tape, 
for example, which, ,>”• giving a bearing, 
ma^fseiUtite itsabsti^ibn^om the taginn. 
When tiling the bill, you ought to be pro- 
vided with a lueoesaion of three or four dif- 
ferent siaei ; timn placing the woman ts 
before, either recumbent or laterally, the 
left aide being tbe more deeorotHi posture, 
and the inatniment, ei before, being placed 
in the vajHdat opening, rell it upwards and 
baekwardl towards the promontory of tbe 
■aim^utti. Some little pain may be expected 
OB passing the orifice of the vagina^ but tbe 
Bdmiiaion of the bstrufflent beoomes more 
easy as itadvaaces along tlie canal, for, la I 
formerly obaerred to you, tbe vagina, in tbe 
upper port, it often far more capacious than 
below. If you n-ish to remove this iBstru*> 
meat, this may bo done by laying hold of the 
tapt and drawtog down ; but should the tape 
five way under your efforts, what are you 
tbed tb do t Why, in this conjuactnre, yon 
may harOTfcnurse to the instrument which 
Ihere show you, and which I hove used in 
the Hospital, to bo managed precisely in 
the lime teattner ns you would manage the 
fdwtotrie foroepa-^tbe blades ore separable, 
like thole of tbe obsteOrie forceps ; and they 
ore to be applied to the ball, and they are 
afterwards to be broughtinto operstiontin tbe 
way here demoottraied, by which method 
the bail may be more easily abstracted than 
by the tetion of tlie tape* These pessaries 
are admirably adapted to prevent tbe de* 
aeent of tlio parts, because the parts get a 
broad bearittg upon the iostrumeuti which 
if of eaty introduction. By fbe aurgeon 
anoag the Mack population of some of oor 
plintitioBa, Blew inttraments are much 
omployetU Thompson, of LrtUe Windmill 
Stmot,aeHa a pessary, in principle like the 
ballf tlie oontrivaucf, 1 believe^ of Mr, 
Pointer, ood whieb may be called a balloon 
peasary* It ia longer in one diameter tlian 
in the other* It oonaists in a firm tex- 
ture, of a tort of canraie, covered over 
with common Indian rubber. Tbil iostru* 
nrniit it eSiily intiodueed and easily re- 
moved* H ike removal be obatrocted, |}} 
that ii Meeisary is to make a small aper- 
ture k ke bstrument, when it will eol- 
lapte, and come away with eiwe. Thompson 
recoauaenda tbat we aboultl employ the glare 
of eggs for ita lubrioatioiii « premronco 10 


oil, which has a tendency to dissolve the 
caoutchouc. 

Sfmg$ Pemry.—A piece of sponge, intro- 
duced into the vagina, may be used as a 
pessary ; but unless judioioasly managed, it 
operates but badly, because, if it is not 
well fitted in size, it tends to dilate like a 
S|)ongc tent, so as to increase tlie original 
cause of the disease ; but if the capacity 
of the vagina is well examined, and the 
sponge is cut down, and formed into the 
ovifbrrfe shape, it may be acoommodated to 
tbe cavity, and may be used in those cases 
more espk’ially, where, from the irritability 
of tiie parts, the pessBriea||«!bre com- 
mended cannot be emj)loyedf^«|||| Haighton 
was partial to this variety of ^^ssary (con- 
demned by some,) and thought that he 
found advantage from it. He recommended 
tapes to facilitate its removal, and was of 
opinion that some advantage might be de- 
rived from imbuing tbe instrument daily, 
with Some astringent lotion, alum, for in- 
stance, the strength of which should be 
gradually increased* With three or four 
of these spongtous pessaries the patient 
ought to be provided, and every day tbe one 
that has been in use should be removed, to 
undergo a thorough ablution, to be intro- 
duced on some future day. If the vagina 
be prone to contraction, the pessary may be 
cut smaller and smaller, with scissors. ]>r. 
Haighton thought, by using the pessary in 
this way, we might not merely support the 
])ariB, as by the orditmty instrument, but 
that we might reasonably hope, now and 
then, to prt^uce some constriction of the 
vngitra, so as to obtain, perhaps,! radical 
cure of the disease. 

Stem Pwitfry.— -There is yet one other 
variety of pessary, which is sometimes 
used, and that is the pessary mounted on a 
stem, of which there are dift’erent kinds, 
for a ball, a ring, or any form you please, 
may be mounted in this manner. Of the 
uae of this pessary, I have seen very little, 
having advised it only’ in one or two in- 
stances, and those did not remaiti nnder my 
own eye, so that 1 could not fully observe 
the result. In the general, 1 know that stem 
pessaries are not needed, and unless needed 
they should not be employed. The casei 
best adapted for their use, ate those hi 
which tbe perineum is torn open, or in which 
the vagina is relaxed extraordiAar%, inso- 
much that no ordinary pessary Will ramtin* 
Commonly, by the imalie ligaiiBiiu abne, « 
•uffioieflt support Is given to lii»^)eesiiy, to 
the hall more eejicciailyt^o os to teider it 
mmecessary to employ the initsmiieBt with t 
stem j caihs, however, may oeeur, with bee# 
ratkm of the perineum tikeciBlly, in whioh • 
Item pesaaiy may be nitklly enifd^il^ and 
of those pessaries there arodiiereiit formm 
Of the difeiCHl kmds W Mm 
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perhaps one of the best is that recommen(3ed 
by Dr. Clarke, and which 1 would advi se 
voa to essay. In using this pessary, the 
])utient wears a bandage round the hips, and 
there is a ball lor Uie vagina; down from 
the bandage in front there is a stem, or 
wand, of metal, which passes between the 
limbs and to the bandage behind, so that 
this stem becomes incur rated, and when 
properly adjusted, passes between tire limbs, 
has a bearing in tire Hue of the pudendal 
opening, and lies on the ball, describing 
a line along its inferior hemisphere, from 
pubes to ^^pccyx, so as to yield it an 
edbctual tiHliiport ; but lest the pessary 
should slide out on the one side or the 
other, displacing the wire laterally, there 
is a sort of staple fixed in tlie instrument, 
and through tliia staple it is that the wire 
passes. Now a stem pessary of this kind 1 
have tried, and it answered very well, one 
inconvenience excepted, which was, that in 
the case referred to, much distress was oc- 
casioned in consequence of the softer parts 
being apt to get between the iron stem, or 
wand, and tbe staple, causing a painful com- 
pression, and tbe rather, because those parts 
ore very sensible. 

1 here sIjow you another stem pessary, 
imperfectly formed, but which, tried ou a 
patient of this Hospital, labouring under 
rocidentia, was found to answer very well, 
t constats of a ball elevated iqion a stem of 
pewter, and the ball inay be passed up to 
the os uteri, tiie stem being incurvated, and 
brought up to the bandage before men- 
tioned, and fixed there at a proper eleva- 
tion by means of screw and socket. This 
stem may be adjusted in two ways, being 
aocommttdated to the bandage, either in 
front, over the sympliysis, or between the 
nates behind. The great advantage of this 
sort of ]>«8aary is, that it may be adjusted to 
a great nicety, to the liking of the patient; 
if she wishes to throw it higher she can do 
so ; if she wiahes to lower it, this may he 
done ; oniif she is uneasy in any way, she 
can move it from one side to the other, dr 
bring it from her person nltogetlrer ; all this 
obsequiouanesa depends, luaiulyy on the flexi- 
bility of tbe stem, which, however, is to 
stiff, that while it obeys your pressure, it 
nevertheless reiaint the curve you give it, 
From the trial given to this inslrument, I 
Imvo^roason to believe, that, on the whole. 
|i k % no jamens a bad one. 

Osml ikmerfei m tht //« ^ Psms«s».-— 
Whatever fmasetyyott eae, there are different 
m&deg in much may be emplc^ ; and 
^ pfttientinay weai^fhem for yeara together, 
wkliottt removal daring the whole term; 
loft finding the pelt well supported by H, 
ilk boeotnei babkiiiM to the iintrameni, 
tad lenma «t langth to bear it with eon- 
V or, again, when this is pre- 


PESSARIES. Oil 

forred, the pessary maybe employed in*the 
daytime ; and if a woman is tolerably well, 
and more particularly if she is a married 
woman, it may be better to wear it in tbe 
daytime only ; and it may be regularly in- 
troduced in tbe morning, and regulariy re- 
moved in the evening, like a part of the 
dress. If your patients are wanting in in- 
telligence, having more heart than head, 
the less you rely upon their skill the better ; 
and 1 should, therefenre, certainly prefer tlie 
U£Kt of a pessary, t^)e left for months to- 
gether. Whore peUhries are left in tbie 
manner, however, they ought to be watched ; 
and if there ore pains aud dischat ges, si^d 
otiier alarming symptoms, which may ex- 
cite a suspicion that s<»Ene other disease is 
forming, tlie inatrummit must be abstracted, 
and the state of the parts ought to be in- 
vestigated with Care, la such oases, some- 
times the vagina is become inflamed and 
irritated, and it seems not injudioiotts to 
confiae tbe patiait afterwarde with atriet- 
ness for n few weeks, to the horiaental pos- 
ture, as tliere is a reasonable hope ^st» 
under all this action, the vagina may beemne 
constricted, so that a radical cure may be 
obtained* 

The sizes of the pessaries vary with tbe 
different capacity of the vagina^ and aoiae 
may require a larger and some a amaUer 
j pessary ; when a ball pessary is to be used, 
the size required may be asceriained by 
means of hard eggs, or lemons, an iastru- 
meut being afterwards oboscu accordingly. 
Tbe egg itself, designed by Nature for 
these pans, is not a bad pessary. Tbe tale 
of Leda gives us classical utitlmrity ibr 
their employment. The larger (leaaatriea are 
proper when intended to W of permanent 
use 4 tbe smaller, when they wre to be re- 
moved, like a part of the dress. The small- 
est pessary which will support tlie parts 
is ihe best. 

In the general, pessaries, if welt adapted, 
may remain for years without producing 
any ill effects ; bad couaeiiueaoes, however, 
1 have BoineUmes seen, and the fdllowiag 
are some of tlie more iiDporUnt'->-obatritc- 
tion of the bladder, obstruction of the ree- 
turn, bruises, infiammatiens, olceratioo, 
thickenings ; insomuch, tliat the very walk- 
ing of the patient becomes paiufol to her ; 
by ulceration, the rectum hat been laid open 
into the vagina. X once saw n case, in 
which a very large pessary had Imen in- 
troduced, the rectum opening in conse- 
quence ; the woman died, (T bad almost said 
happily,) and tlms became ndieved from 
lier misery. Ibe^ ball pessary, when too 
large, may occasion much tumescence and. 
pruritus of the parts below, just within the 
passage, the causer of which may not be. un- 
derstood ; the reinoviil of the i nsiromunt 
relieves the symptoms at once. 

« U « 
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B^ll pessaries are, perhaps, best adapted 
to the unmarried ; ring pessaries to the mar* 
riedj tlie sponge to those who are very irri- 
table ; the stem to those cases in which no 
oriier form of pessary will remain ; larger 
pessaries are fit for permanent use : pessa- 
ries used iu the day only should be smriler, 
the smaller the pessary the better^ provided 
the parts are duly supported ; a compress 
and bandage will, in many slighter cases, 
supersede the pessary ; the same contrivance 
may be a useftil help » supporting a pes- 
saiy. Pessaries of a srae well adjusted to 
the vagina may occasion pain during the first 
few hours, and ought not, on that account, 
to be too hastily removed. 

Pessaries are very excellent remedies 
where they are well adjusted to the parts 
but Denman has remarked, with good rea- 
son, riiBtmany women lose the advantage of 
the instrument because of their impatience, 
or because, to use a female expression, they 
become fidgetty. If you introduce an in- 
strument that does not exactly fit, they will 
not allow it to remain — ^they will not allow 
another to be tried-— they are displeased, and 
petulaut, and child- like— for there is a good 
deal of resemblance between the temper of 
women and children, they fall into a pet, 
and as we can hardly forbear petting them, 
What witli the folly of the patient and com- 

{ dianoe of the surgeon, my lady pouts, and 
OSes her advantage. Now, at the time when 
you propose the instrument, you had better 
tell your patient, at once, ** This instrument 
is really an excellent contrivance, but 1 
know it will be of no use to you.” Of no 
tut to mel— Of no ute to mel— Wbyl” 
“ W hy 1 why because you will not allow me 
to try it sufficiently ; there will be a little 
trouble attending it, and 1 know you svill 
become fidgetty, fall into a pet, and prevent 
a fair essay.” This brightens the lady’s eye 
a little, gives a glow to the complexion, 
raises a small emotion of indignation, and 
puts her on lier mettle, to use a phrase of 
the manage; her heart is excellent at bot- 
tom, but she does love a little perverseness, 
and is determined that you shall prove a 
pseudo-prophet ; and thus, thanks to your 
mansgement, and atasteof JobnAbernetby, 
the instrument gels fairly tried. A squeeze 
of the lemon has sometimes a very agreeable 
flavour. Recollect, however, that evea the 
accomplished Lady Town!/ occasionally gave 
a little too much. . ' 


VERY IMPORTAWT# 

**Dr. Scudamork has bden appointed Pri- 
vate Physician to the Duke of Nouthum- 
nERLAND,”— Mominjir Ueraid* Private! 
what does this mean 1 


A LECTORE INTRODUCTORY 

TO A 

COURSE ON SURGERY. 

DELIVERED BY 

Mr. LAWRENCE, 

IN THE THEATRE OP ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S 
HOSPITAL. ■* 

Monday, Pehmory 2, 1^. 

Gentlemen,— The serious indisposition 
wliich Mr. Abemethy has lately expe- 
rienced, has left him entirely incapable 
of doing that which he was extremely 
anxious to do, namely, fulfilling his pledge 
towards you, of delivering this course of 
lectures. Hence the duty has devolved on 
me, at a very short notice, of endeavouring 
to supply his place, and it is on tltat ac- 
count that I iiave the honour of appearing 
before you on Uiis occasion. 

1 cannot but be aware, Gentlemen, tliat 
I am subjecting myself to a very disadvan- 
tageous comparison with one whose original 
views and great power of observation gave 
him the highest professional character, even 
at his outset in life, (great applause,) and 
led him to those philosophic investigations 
of disease which introduced important im- 
provements in the practice of surgery ; with 
one whose unrivalled excellence as a teacher 
has long been universally acknowledged ; 
and who has thus far outstripped his contem- 
poraries, not ouly in original genius and the 
power of acquiring knowledge, but in the 
rare talent of communicating the knowledge 
thus acquired to others in the clearest and 
most agreeable manner. You will, T am 
sure, join me in the expression of an earnest 
wish for his recovery ; ond iu the hope 
that, though he may ho longer be able to 
continue his useful public labours, he may 
still enjoy his well-earned fame for many 
ears of tranquillity and retirement in the 
osom of his family, 

With respect to the present course of 
lectures, 1 must appeal to your indulgence, 
on account of tlie circumstance I , have 
alluded to— the short notice at which|;|ave 
undertaken them. It was oniybn 
week, Mr. Abernethy had finally made, up 
bit niad to reUnquimi tha otoir he 
ably filled. 1 cannot aay, however, that 
lecturing is altogether aew to me ; you ima 
probably aware that 1 h^e before deUveted 
lecturea on surgeiy, but it was uodhr oir- 
cumstanoes so difinrent in teipect tn lieir 
number and atrangemef^i that the ptep^a* 
tioBs then made are little applicahle jfo the 
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present occasion. 1 shall not, however, en* 
ter into any further apology, but assure you, 
that as far: as time and circumstances will 
permit, every endeavour on my part shall he 
exercised, to render the present lectures 
useful to you. 

Surgery, Gentlemen, considered accord- 
ing to the derivation of the word, means 
manual operations. Galen, speaking of the 
treatment of diseases, divides it into three 
parts, according as it is to be accomplished 
by diet, by remedies, or by manual opera- 
tion, and he calls these respectively — die- 
tetics, pharmaceutica, and chirurgica. 

Thus h|i uses the word surgery, not to 
denote st^llsparate science, nor a distinct 
branch of practice, but merely to designate 
one mode of treating disease. Custom has 
allotted to the care of the surgeon all in- 
juries; most external diseases, and such in- 
ternal ones as produce changes recognisable 
externally ; operations, and all cases requir- 
ing their penormanoe. Thus surgery is a 
large division of the art and science which 
relate to disease ; if that science, which may 
be called in one word medicine, be divided 
into surgery and physic, the former will at 
least equal tlie latter in extent and im- 
portance. 

My conception, Gentlemen,of a coarse of 
lectures on surgery is, that it should em- 
brace what 1 have stated ; but 1 must in 
the outset of this course apprise you, it will 
not correspond to the sketch which I have 
given. 1 stand here. Gentlemen, in the 
place of Mr. Abemethy, and mean to follow 
that course which he has adopted ; it is not 
my object to form a plan of my own. Mr. 
Abernelby has delivered in this theatre the 
lectures on anatomy and surgery, and he has 
been accustomed to distribute in those 
courses, various subjects in the way he 
thought it would be convenient for you to 
understand them; thus he has placed in 
the anatomical course a great number of 
subjects which would have been properly in- 
troduced in the surgical course, namely, the 
diseases of bones, tlie accidents incident to 
them, the diseases and accidents of joints, 
surgical operations, and all the cases requir- 
ing them. It will fall to the lot of my col- 
league, Mr. Stanley, who has the charge of 
the anatomical course, to treat of those ob- 
iftcts 1 have named ; 1 shall deliver to you 
in ibai' surgical course what I have to say on 
tbs^ediic part allotted to it. (Great noise 
slilcohfMsiOu, in consequence of the crowded | 
state of the Umatre.) If, Gentlemen, 1 1 
a^tild M tliat these subjects oannot be j 
trested ofln twOiectuies a week, according* 
|o the iirreugeinent of Mr. Abernathy, I 
ihall fix on some other time that may be 
eonventent to the class, for delivering a 
^rd lecture weekly r taking mire that the 
eetirse ihall oe finished at the jteriod 


at which Mr. Abernethy has beeu accusa 
tomed to conclude it. (Great appkuse.) 
When you hear, Gentlemen, physic and 
surgery spoken of as branches of medi- 
cine, — ^when you find they are exercised in 
many instances by two distinct classes of per- 
sons, and that they form in this country the 
provinces of two distinct incorporated bodies, 
you will expect to find that there are some 
essential distinctions between them; this, 
however, is not tlie case, the distinction is 
completely arbitrary ; it originated at a pe- 
riod of barbarism ignorance, it has b^n 
upheld by deferen^o authority, but of late 
years it has been fading away before the 
I light of reason, and appears likely altogether 
;to disappear under the rapid progress of 
! knowledge. The human b^y, Gentlemen, 
as you must all be aware, physiologically 
speaking, is composed of a great number of 
parts, all the movements and designs of 
which are subordinate to one common end, 
the life of the individual ; there is one source 
of nutrition, the alimentary canal; one cen- 
tre of circulation and nervous energy ; more- 
over, the various organs are brought together, 
and connected, in many instances, by that 
which appears mysterious to us, and which 
is denominated sympathy. None of the parts 
composing our frame act separately, each. is 
connected, immediately or remotely, with 
all the rest ; you could form no idea of the 
utility of one organ, if you insulated it from 
the rest, any more than you could estimate 
the use and action of a single wheel, or lever, 
detached from a watch, or a steam-engine. 
Each part exercises, it is true, its own par- 
ticular office, but that office U subordinate, 
and for the good of the whole, all are neces- 
sary for the natural functions of the body. 
The causes which constitute disease, are 
seldom to be found in the affected part itself ; 
often it is situated in a part of the system 
very remote ; for instance, in a person labour- 
ing under gouty inflammation of the toe, no 
cause of disease could be ascribed to tlte 
port itself, but on examination into the state 
of the individual, it has been found to ori- 
ginate in a disturbance of the stomach, and 
the cure of the disease has been accomplish- 
ed by directing the remedies to the alimen- 
tary organs, probably williout any applica- 
tion whatever to the local part. An indivi- 
dual may have a toe, or finger, paralysed, 
but you will not find in the part itself (iie 
reason why it is in such a state; you must 
examine the state of the brain, and you will 
find, perhaps, changes there to account for 
the disease. The cure, then, is to be ac- 
complished by means directed to that quar- 
ter. • 

It must, Gentlemen, be the first business 
of the medical student to make himself 
acquainted with *tlie structure of the human 
body, and ,wtUi the actions of its different 
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fimotioni. Tb««e are the obj ecte of the two 
scieftoei which ere 4eno(Dioated Anatomy 
•nd Pliyciology. He proceeds then to no- 
tice the circumstances under which diseases 
arise; he examines the organic changes 
produced after death, and learns to connect 
with them the appropriate external aigns by 
which the disease is accompanied, deriving, 
from tliese comparisons, the means of deter- 
mining the exact seat of disease, and of 
forstefUng its emrae and termination. This 
part of your study, Gentlemen, is what is 
called Morbid Anatomr and Pathology. 
Morbid Anatomy is op^^sed to Anatomy, 
Pathology is opposed to Physiology. Pro- 
perly speskiDg, Anatomy regards the healthy 
structure. Morbid Anatomy the diseased 
one. Physiology regards the healthy func- 
tions, Pathology those which are diseased. 
The ^>Berver is now prepared to apply the 
external agencies, such as diet, climate, 
ex)erciae,&c. j the outward or inward reine- 
diet, or the surgical operations, which may 
be necessary to remove disease and restore 
health. These last circumstances fonn the 
sub^t of treatment, or, as it is frequently 
caUed, the science of therapeutics, and it 
is divided into ^ree parts; that which re> 
kites to the management of the various 
external indusnee; that which has re- 
ference to internal remedies ; and the other | 
regards operations of surgery. To say, 
Gentlemen, that there is an essential distinc- 
tion between physic wd surgery, would foe 
to Assert that tiiere were two kinds of pa - 1 
thology, and tliat tlie internal and external 
parts of the body ere to be treated on dis- 
tinct sad di&rent principles. Wiien you 
redect Uiat the primary tissues that com- 
pose the various organs of tlie body, are the 
same throughout, and that tire only differ- 
eaoe arises in the number and proportions 
of chose tissues, you will perceive that the 
posidoii of the orgdus in the body will make 
no essential alteration in the treatment. It 
may, perhaps, vary the mode in which 
it if to be carried into force, because various 
local applications may be made to the exter- 
nal, which cannot to the internal, parts. 'J'he 
principles of pathology, therefore, are ge- 
nend, they are common to all parts of the 
healing art, and tlierefore they must be 
common to the physician and the surgeon. 
We may, therefore, entirely agree in what 
Mr. Aberoethy has said, that surgery and 
medicine are one and indivisible. No 
single branch of medicine can be well prac- 
tised, except by indiriduds who have care- 
fully studied the whole. As to extemnl and 
iaternal treatment, by tlmse who have been 
anxious to uphold the distinction of physic 
and forgery, vsrioMs views have been taken ! 
of the ground on which it ought to rest, but 
that which has obtained the most general 
curxeAOy , gives to the surgeon the treatment 


of external diseases, and internal to tl)e 
physician. Unfortunately for this propo- 
sition, nature has so connected the ex- 
terior and interior of our frame, as to 
render it extremely difficult to say where 
one terminates and the other begins, be- 
cause she has directed that they shall both 
obey the same physiological laws. Who 
shall say how deep the exterior of the frame 
extemls ; how far the province of the surgeon 
if to go ; what is the boundary of the in- 
ternri cavities of the external outlets ; those 
lined with mucous membrane, for instance, 
and soon 1 In what manner is it to he de- 
i termined in such cases, whether the disease 
I belongs to the physician or the surgeon? 
Polypus of the nose is considered a disease 
of a surgical character, while a catarrh of 
the some part falls to the care of the 
physician. Inflammation ^ of the tliroat, 
arising from syphilis, is the surgeon’s dis- 
ease ; catarrhal inflammation tlie physi- 
cian’s. It is, therefore, mere matter of choice 
whether a particular disease belongs to tlie 
.surgeon or physician. In fact,' to me it ap- 
pears a kind of nentrel-ground, on which 
each party seizes on what he can get. 
(Laughter.) The affections of the bonus and 
joints have been given to the surgeon, yet 
these parts can hardly be called external. 
The cose of hernia, fc^r instance, is under the 
surgeon’s care ; here there is an external 
8wi*!ling, it is true, but it is produced by 
internal causes, and it cannot but be clearly 
seen, that external diseases are ju-oduced 
by various internal causes, as etysipelat, 
gout, and so on. Again, many internai dis- 
eases are produced from external causes, as 
rheumatic and catarrlml affections, brought 
on by exposure to cold. ’I’he eye lias been 
regarded as an external part, and as such has 
been placed nuder the care of the surgeon, yet 
tliere is no organ oftlie body that is subject to 
so great a number of diseases, and no organ 
in which those diseases require a greater 
knowledge of all the prineiples to bo de- 
rived from general pathology and thera- 
peutics. It contains mucous, serous, and 
fibrous membranes ; it is subject to be affect- 
ed by almost every disease towhieh the hu- 
man frame is liable ; it suffers in small-pox, 
measles, scarlet fever, and many others. It 
is liable to be attacked by scrofulous and 
syphilitic inflammation. If, therefore, an 
organ so various and complex in its iitrue- 
ture, can be safely committed to the earn of 
the surgeon, 1 am at a loss to know ssli^ 
there should he nny distmctiofi yrhatever 
between the suf|;«iOo and the phpieian. If 
there foe no diitWtmu, vaitt to 

establish separate profhseMtpt of nathov' 
logy and physiology. Writers and lec- 
turers cannot make a distiACtio&, and to we 
fiud the same ditoases are considered end 
eosiprehended ie the wridbgs ^ beth^ ^ 
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treated hf them on the same general prin* 
ciples. Some authorg, it is true, have made 
a distinction between local and general dig. 
ease, and have been inclined to assign the 
former to the surgeon, the latter to the phy- 
sioian. We shall find that there are few 
diaeoses strictly local, that ig) where the 
cause has been applied to the part itself, 
and the influence of the disease, well as 
the treatment, do not go beyond it : a wart 
or a com may be an instance of the kind, 
(Loud laughter.) Although we talk of ge- 
neral diseases, there are none which are 
strictly so. Several parts may be afected in 
an equal de^e j hut even in those oases 
cailea fevers, we find that some porticulnr 
organ is the origin of the disease, and the 
various derangements that make up the 
aifectioo, have reference to its source. — 
Some persons regard surgery as the art of 
opera titig, and regard operations and manual 
proceedings as the piovince of the surgeon. 
According to this notion, the important dis- 
tinction between physic and surgery would 
rest, cot on any essential diflerence in the 
causes, nature, or seat of disease, nor in the 
principles of treatment, but on the acciden- 
tal, and often varying, circumstance of the 
mode in which those principles are to be 
carried into effect. What shall we do with 
the cases, in which both internal remedies 
and manual proceedings are necessary, as in 
a large proportion of inflammations 1 It is 
often a mere question of degree, whether 
the former alone will accompUsh the pur. 
pose, or whether both may be necessary. 
If it be meant to confine surgery merely to 
a meohmucal department of the healiug art, 
1, for one, must enter my strongest protest 
against such an arrangement. 1 should really 
feel myself degraded, bv exercising such fta» - 
ber snrfrery. If this kind of arrangement wore 
carried into effect—if our professiou were 
rednced to such a state— there would be 
little inducement, indeed, for us to investi- 
gate its scientific principles, and we miglit 
put aside the study of anotoiny and phy-, 
siplogy altogether. I believe if such were 
the case, onr profession would soon dege- 
notate again into tlie hands of its original 
founders, aie barbers. 

Considering the matter historically, 1 
cannot deny that surgery originally consist- 
ed ^ ^is limited, medhanical, and suhordi- 
11 ^ deoartment, which . was exercised by 
th»,^rtidssiop, and under the direction of 

nhvmoians, idUt surgeons have long eman. 

*®® thi._dlegTOding 

ffcMoagli: id fmbmit again to such igno* 
SSuTtJSamids. (Uttd cheers.) They 
SkvV euldVaiod, wUh ardour and saccessi 
thift •eiontifio principles of their art ; they 
appo^ to tho recent rapid progress of 


and the rate at which it still ndwioes, in 
proof that its claim on the confidence of the 
public, is not inferior to that of m Othes 
department of the healing art. Leotor^ 
ing. Gentlemen, in this place, X WPui4 nOt 
omit to mention the name of the illus- 
trious Pott, Although he was equally celof 
brated as a practitioner and medical writer, 
his merits have been thrown into tlm shade 
by his contemporary and rival, Johp Hun- 
ter. When we contemplate this estraordi* 
nary man, wo are me loss which mP»t tO 
admire, his great aniivriginal genius, pr h^ 
industry. Fpr although the novelty Of his 
views, bis searching glance into tlie irtruO'? 
tore and actions of all animated beings, and 
the splendour of his discoveries strike^ uf 
with astonishment ; we are lost ip admira* 
tion on entering his museum, sud cap 
scarcely believe that this splendid luf^nP’ 
ment of science and industry, pould have 
owed its existence to the miud and labour* 
of one man. May we not add to these 
names that of a kindred spirit, wlip eutered 
with ardour ip the path traced put hy^his 
great predecessors, and followed it up iutp 
new regions of speculative and pfsptip^ 
improvement— ^I mean the founder of this 
school— Mr. Ahernethy. (Loud applfuie,) 
In France we may allude to the many eiUM 
nent men who have reflected honour op their 
country in tlie course of the last century, to 
the members of the Academy of Surgery i to 
I>essault, and his pupil Biphat j to Bpyer, 
and Dupuytren. In Germany, tlie pamp of 
Richter will always be looked up to with 
respect. We ought not, Gentlemen, to omit 
noticing Beer, of Vienna, so great ip the 
annals of ophtlialmic medicine. U he name 
of Scarpa, in Italy, is also calculated to pro- 
duce great interest in every medical breasl® 
IMie attempt, however, pontlemcei fb 
ducfi surgery to its ancient Uiuit#» to bring 
it bock to the art of plasters, Iwmdages, 
bleeding, tooth-drawing, and the like, which 
composed nearly its whole eacyclopmdie 
in the venerable times of barber if it 

could be carried into effect, w'DiiId oe highly 
detrimental to the public, and injurious to 
our profession *, the proposal comes a cen- 
tury or two too late, lu tliose ^rious 
cases, Gentlemen, in wluch local injury or 
disease is attended with general symptoms, 
as in compound fracture attended with fhver, 
in erysiiu-das or strangulated hernia, it is 
necessary for the individual to he attended 
by a person, who understands the case in all 
iu bearings. It maitersnot whether he be- 
Jiings to this college or to that, or wlmtUer he 
helongji to any college at all, Uiii deserves 
much less consideration than that important 
one which requires the individual tO have 
a competent knowledge of the case. The 
confidence which persons ate inclined lo 
repose n&der anoh oirotti&Btanoas, ill what 
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ih«y call a cmbinaiion of talent is falla- 
ciou8» if the combination consist of a sur- 
geon ignorant of the general, and a phy- 
sician who knows nothing of the local. 
Bumagement. 

While I am on tins part of the suh- 
jeot, Gentlemen, I may observe that the 
mere performance of operations is the leatt 
imnoitant part of the surgeon’s duty. To 
jn^ whether or not the disease is cura- 
ble by other means ; to determine whe- 
ther an operation is ^visable, or not ; to 
aioertain the time wltta the operation be- 
comes necessary ; to prepare the patient for 
it. and to manage the case judiciously after, 
wards,— -are points, if not of greater, at least 
ef equal importance. I do not, Gentlemen, 
mean to speak lightly of this branch of our 
profession; on the contrary, you must 
cultivate with great care this important 
part of surgery. I would never advise 
yon to operate on the living subject till 
you have done so on the dead. It is, in- 
deed, 8 mistake to suppose that the perform- 
snoe of surgical operations constitutes the 
priocipai part of the duty of any surgeon. 
It is the great boast of modern surgery to 
have diminished, in a very remarkable de- 
gree, the number of operations ; and 1 am 
within trntb when 1 assert to you, tliat the 
number operated upon at this hospital, is 
less, at least by half, than it was five-and- 
twent^ years ago ; the important difference 
to which 1 allude, is owing to the improved 
knowledge and treatment of tlie diseases, 
acquired from the pathological and practicol 
researches of surgeons. Whatever course 
we take, we arrive at the same conclusion, 
that there is no natural distinction between 
physic and surgery, they are closely con- 
nected together, they are parts of one and 
the aame science aud art, the principles are 
the same in both, and the same method must 
be followed, because both have the same 
end to accomplish. Thus, the separation 
of physic and surgery is purely artificial ; 
they are distinguishable upon no fixed prin- 
ciple, they are intended to apply to the 
study, not to the practice, of our profession. 
The several parts of the medical art eluci- 
date each other ; aud he who confines his 
attention to one branch, cannot thoroughly 
understand it without having a knowledge 
of the others. Proceeding in the natural 
order, the pupil will first turn his attention 
to the study of the external affections of 
the human frame, then to the inlemil. In 
the former, the origin, progress, termina- 
tion, and effects of the disease are obvious 
to the senses ; the clear gvidence derived 
from such a source must be applied by ana- 
logy to the more obscure affections of in- 
ternal organif. The physician, therefore, 
must commence his study of tlie profession 
by atteniiou to surgery ; when hs has 


done BO, he makes himself muter of his 
art, and is enabled to prescribe a remedy for 
disease. If, then, this be the case, is it 
not most surprising that the great body at 
Uie head of this department of our seienee, 
should make it one of its rules, that it will 
not admit a party to become one of its mem- 
bers, if he belong to any surgical body I I 
should advise the College of Surgeons to 
adopt a rule exactly the reverse of this, 
and to make it imperative on all whapre- 
sent themselves before them, to make them- 
selves well acquainted with medicine. The 
views I have stated to you have been recog- 
nised and introduced in France, Germany, 
and the United States of America. In all 
these countries, the division between phy- 
sicians and surgeons has been, in great mea- 
sure, abolished ; they have all to go through the 
same study and the same examinations, and 
they receive the same kind of diploma ; and 
with that diploma (which, by the way, gives 
one as well sa the other the title of doctor) 
they may apply themselves to any part of 
the healing art they think properv—I have 
but few words to address to you, Gentle- 
men, respecting the mode of study. Need 
I tell you, that anatomy and physiology are 
the great groundworks of medical science? 
No one would think of repairing a clock or 
a watch who was not well versed with all its 
parts, its movements, and its connexions ; 
the same with respect to the human body; no 
pereon is able to cure its different diseases, 
witliout he is well acquainted with the struc- 
ture of the whole. Yet, Gentlemen, 1 am 
Sony to say, that we see persons constantly 
attempting to palliate disorders incident to 
the human frame, who have but a slight 
knowledge, or, perhaps, are totally ignorant 
of its anatomy. Not only are anatomy 
and physiology the groundwork of medi- 
cal science, but a correct knowledge of ana- 
tomy is absolutely necessary and essential 
to the surgeon, in the ordioary exercise of 
his daily duties, to enable him to disoover 
the exact seat of disease, the extent and 
nature of injury in fracture aud disloca- 
tion, wounds of blood-vessels, and otliec 
internal parts, and also in the case of all 
surgical operations. Your study of ana- 
tomy should comprehend tlie whole human 
frame ; no pait can be excepted, unlesf, in- 
deed, there be some parts on whiolt you 
never can be called to operate ; soiQie paru 
which can never he liable to accident ; aennt ' 
parts wbitsli never can be affectod>y41iieiie« 
You will never think, I trust, of oalc^ting 
with how small a portion of aaatomltd * 
knowledge you be enalited to catny on tbo 

trade of your profMsion ; you will be iwafvi^ ' 
that a thorou gh knowledge; of anatomy is iho ^ 
groundwork of a good su^ebn.. With respool 
to operations, they may, perhaps, to i ow- 
tala oztenti lfo>eauood to ineehanic^ 
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<$ontideT, however, if any unforeseeiicircum* of oor public bodies, which requires the 
stance should occuri that will cause any rule exhibition of certificates of having attended 
to be abortive— and such things will some- certain courses of lectures, as a criterion of 
times happen— consider what must be the ability, has tended to keep up the delusion, 
confusion, the fear, and disgrace attendant Lecturers and writers have too often copied 
on an ignorant operator. In any operation each other, instead of referring to the foun- 
yott have to perform, unless the knife is tain of knowledge; we cannot, therefore, 
guided by anatomical knowledge, consider be surprised, that they often mislead and 
the risk of the patient, jmd that of yourself, deceive. A course oi lectures contsins a 
as the operator. 1 hope, at the some time, you general, but not a minute exposition of the 
wiiMiever plunge the knife into the body of a subject; they would become quite wesri* 
fellow-creature, wiUiout being aware of the some, if it was ifliempted to go into all 
object you have in view, without knowing the various descriptions of every minute 
where you may ^go with safely, and where part of the human frame. I beg to exhort 
danger begins. The knowledge of anatomy, you to conduct your study of roedidne, 
however, does not teach you Aat of disease ; whether in nature, books, lectures, or in 
you may be perfectly aware of the whole any other way, so as to embrace the whole 
human ^structure, and yet ignorant of dis- of the science. To those of you, who. are to 
ease. I he question then is, how are you be general practitioners, it is unnecessary 
to be taught this ? Not by lectures or writ- for me to say that this will he of the ut- 
ings; no, you most study them in the great most^ consequence ; for the greaternumber 
hook of Nature, that wide and ample field, of cases you will have to deal with, will 
Leisures and books are, in many instances, bear little or no resemblance to each other, 
useful, hut of secondary importance, in com- and therefore will require a diversity of 
parison with the observation of disease. Do knowledge to treat them. Those, also, who 
you imagine that a egrpeoter, or watch- mean to practise surgery only, such I sup- 
maker, would think of learning his trade pose as would wish to be denominated pure 
from lectures? No; he provides himself surgeons, as a mark of superior digoityi 
vvith materials and tools, then he examines would not, I think, be willing that, in their 
the production of which he is required to higher situation and rank in the profeuion^ 
furnish a copy, and seta to work accordiug'ly. their portion of knowledge should be more 
Do you suppose, if several eminent watch- limited than tliatof the general practitioner, 
makers were to examine a young watch- An eminent surgeon will be continually con- 
maker, who applied for a watch-making suited in cases of obscurity, difficulty, and 
diploma, do you imagine that they would re- emergency. What will be Uiought of him, 
quire a certificate from him of having attend- if he should be obliged to say that he has 
ed so many lectures on watch-making? (Loud not studied this part, that he is ignorant of 
laughter.) To know disease, then, you must that ; that, for a third, a physician or an 
see, watch, and closely examine patients, apothecary ought to he consulted? Will 
You must observe the altered functions he allow it to be said, that he is not compe- 
during life, and explore, after death, the tent to the roan ageiuent of a surgical case in 
changes produced in the organisation by all its ports, and that he requires someone 
disease. Here your knowledge of anatomy else to help him through, even in matters 
and physiology will be of the greatest belonging to hisown branch of the profession? 
service to ^you. How are you to judge With respect to books, 1 should recommend 
of the distinctions of disease and health, those commencing the study of surgery, not 
unless you are acquainted with the healthy to trouble themselves with many of them, 
functions of tlie body? A large hospi- your attention should be rather given to the 
tal, Gentlemen, is undoubtedly the beat observance of things than to much inter- 
place for studying disease; the congre- course with medical authors. Much good is 
gation of human infirmities, brought toge- certainly not derived from studying various 
ther in such an establishment, aftords you books ; the elementary works of Mr. Samuel 
im^rtunities of observation which will en- Cooper are all, perhaps, tliat would he 
alls you to make yourselves masters of dis- necessary ; . his dictionary, 1 may say, ia 
faae. CUnieal instroctioni under a well- almost a medical library in it8elf; it cou- 
inl^rmed teiMiiar, is, perhaps, the best me- tains knowledge extracted from the works 
tbod that cmBt h adopted of acquiring this of vimious authors, compiled and arranged in 
inestimahl'e art ; facts are, by thm means, a very scientific manner. You may, if you 
home in the senses ; aud w'bat makes please, extend yoqr study to the writings 
tb«^ttrongeH^|iression is, that the know- of Mr. Pott; to those of Mr. Abernelliy ; 
which, you thus ohtiiln is all derived more particularly his work on the Consti- 
Nature. tutional .Origin and Treatment of Local 

andk^psbim to pWn matter dffuot. Diseases; and also to those of John liun- 
I indeed, the iinportsuce Oif lec- ter. With respect, however, to the lat- 

threiiiKi bebti regulation ter, I cannot well recommend him to be- 
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ginnew ; hJs grunt wjyrk wns not prepared 
for the presB by himself, it was posthumous, 
and, taken Hltogether, he was by no meani 
a happy writer. With referenoe to the 
works of foreign authors, 1 cannot omit to 
notice that of the venerable Boyer. His 
Traitil des Maladies Chirurgicales, not only 
embodies the experience of a long life, but 
represents the present stale of surgical 
knowledge and pracUoe in France ; indeed, 
you will find a great nui^er of very valuable 
productions issuing froiL^he French press. 

In eonelntdon, GenBemen, allow me to 
impress upon your minds, the serious nature 
of the studies you are now occupied uiK>n, 
and to exhort you to employ most diligentlv 
the short, I maj% perhaps, call it too short, 
period of time, that you have to devote to 
the purftose of rendering you able to take 
upon yourselves the active duties of your 
profs^ion. The study of medicine, Gen- 
tlemec, is a most arduous undertaking, and 
it would occupy persons of great mind and 
shining talents niany years to master it, and 
to being up their knowledge to the present 
state of science. It is, however, a salutary 
and pleasing exercise of the mind, while the 
practiee of the profession cells forth ail the 
better feelings of our nature. In some rc' 
■peots,we enjoy peculiar advantages; we 
are employed in the study and eontempla- 
tioB of nature, and the investigation of truth. 
We are not etdied upon to defend doctrines 
or systems, nor to uphold any particular set 
of opinions. We have no interests at vari- 
ance with those of the communi ty . J n pro- 
fessional intercourse with our fellow-crea- 
tures, wn are known only as instrumeate of 
good ; as the means of restoring or securing 
bedltb, the greatest of blessings — of alle- 
viating or removing pain and sickness, the 
greatest of evils, and in soothing the acute 
anguish which relations and friends feel fur 
each other. Not only the ha})|)iuess or 
misery of life, but the very question of life 
and death, often hangs ou our judgment ond 
exertions. Think of the resfmnsibility be- 
loogisg to those decisions, on wiiich it wiiJ 
depend, wlietber a beloved Ittisbaod or wife 
shall be saved ; whether childreD sball be 
restored to tlieir anxious parents, or parents 
be preserved for the beneiit of their off* 
spring. I trust that, hearing in mind rite 
serious nature of these duties, you will 
eagerly embrace evaiy opportunity of gain- 
ing riiat knowledge which will (yualify you 
for discharging theta effectively , Vou will 
thus become respected members of an 
honourable profession, and you wiH prepare 
for yourselves, in the decline of life, the 
sweetest of all rewards, the retrospect of lo- 
* hours devoted to the good of others. , 

[Mr. Lawrenee then retired from the the- 
atre amidst the loudest idiottti of apjdause.] 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


ANASTOMOSIKO ANEORISM| fiIICCES8FVl.LY 
TBSATKD BY TYISO TSB CAROTID, 

By M. Ahendt, of St. Pefen^urgh. 

IwAN Kavalonofv, s middie-Aged man, 
of a very robust constitution, hod s nmeus 
over the right eye-lid, w'hich gradually in- 
creased to the sixe of a large apple, and, 
from its weight, hung over the whole eye ; 
in consequence of a blow on this tumour, 
it suddenly swelled to such a degree as to 
cover the whole of the right side of tlie 
face, extending from tlie middle of the forei' 
head to below the angle of the lower jaw, 
over the right ear, and a great portion of tlie 
oeeiput ; it pulsated strongly, was of a 
bluish- red colour, and so very tense as to 
threaten immediate bursting. The patient 
was instantly carried to the Artillery Hos- 
pital, and an hour after tim accident M. 
Arendt, in conformity with the opinion of 
his colleagues, proceeded to the operation 
of tying the carotid, as the only chance of 
saving the patient from the danger of fatal 
hmmorrhttge. The artery having been laid 
bare, in the usual manner, the operator was 
going to pass the needle under it, when the 
turnout suddenly burst, to rite extent of an 
inch ; and although the assistants used every 
means to arrest the haemorrhage, the blood 
rushed forth with such a violence, that 
within a few seconds the patient had lost 
about three pints, and was seized with syn- 
cope and hiccough. This dreadful event, 
and the imminent danger, made M. Arendt 
hasten the application of the ligature, which 
wus no sooner performed than the hwmor- 
rliage ceased. The wound wos dressed by 
a uniting bandage, the tumour covered with 
cold fomentations, and acidulated potions, 
with opium, given internaliy. 

On the day after the operation, the pa- 
tient having passed a very good night, a 
cnictal incision was made into tlie tumour, 
and a great quantity of grumous blood re- 
moved; the bieuioniiage from the divi^d 
vessels was very considerable, and at least 
five pints of blood were lost ; twelve eneiiai 
were tied, and the wound was covered witb 
powdered alum , gum arabio , and kino. 1% 
patient was so exiiausted ai be reader the 
admiuuKtiation of wine, and othmrfrimnlants, 
indisfMmiNtble. On the< lollowiiig day, rim 
right side of the face m 
swelled ; there was muah freer, hesdaek, 
Ac., but these symptumf g^ually snbiidkd ; 
the nights became frampti], the strength of' 
the patient returned, tiie tumour dimtnhM 
in itze, and went into fuU suppsratioa f the 
only ttsfrvounbU event wm i iliedtt itttek 
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of Migiaa and cough, which wm, howerer, 
Boon subdued by the use of leeches, and 
mercuiy. 

On the seventeenth day after the opera- 
tion the ligatures came away ; the wound 
of the face began to heal, and all seemed 
to indicate a favourable termination, when, 
on the twenty-third day, at noon, without 
any previous cause, except, perhaps, a slight 
attack of cough, n violent arterial hiemor- 
rbage ensued from the wound in the neek; 
the patient lost about a pint of blood, after 
#bicb the hsemorrhage stopped of itself. 
On examining the small aperture wfaicii had 
not yet healed, the origin of the bleeding 
could not be diseovered, but from this 
time it returned daily for four days, and, 
Btrenge to say, always at the same time 
of day; the quantity of blood lost never 
exceeded five or six ounces, and the hiemor^ 
rhage always ceased spontaneously. On 
the 127 th and iM\, there was no hemor- 
rhage; on the f?9th and it occurred 
again ; but after this time it fortunately 
ceased entirely. The patient, under the 
use of quinine, soon regained his strength, 
and, four montlis after the operation, was 
discharged perfectly well.— /oum. Vnivm* 


TEST OF AKSENIC, 

The solution of sulphuretted hydrogen is 
generally used to precipitate small quanti- 
ties of arsenic dissolved in auiiuol fluid. In 
orber to detect the metal in the sulphuret, 
Beraeiitis formerly proposed, either to vola- 
tilise it over red-hot iron, or to suhUme it 
in a glass tube ; he has lately found out the 
following method, which he considers supe- 
rior to those hitherto employed 

The sulphuret of arsenic, being mixed 
with an excess of carbonate of soda, and a 
few drops of water, is introduced into au 
open glass tube, which, at one end, isdmwn 
to a very small diameter i the mixture hav- 
ing been placed about an inch from the 
smaller o;>eiii«g, is heated till it fuses, after 
which a current of hydrogen gas, carefully 
dried, is passed through the tube for a few 
minutes. The gas is theo blown off, and 
the tube being, by means of the blow-pipe, 
brought to a red heat, the nrsenic is depo- 
sttMlV fn its metaUio form, ou the sides of 
the ^^^l^ ; the remoinder is hydro-sulphate 
and m^huret of aodium. Xu this mannor, 
Demtius aayt, the presence of the least 
panicle of ariObib nBl be asoerttined, pro- 
vided the hydWMi g^s is quite pure, for 
wt^M^urpeim he it to be pre- 

pdied lbiA dialBied aulphurio aoid and iron. 


ON cnxonio invLanifAVieii or rirs wfi* 
/fy Da. Simeons, / HtippetMN* 

Although it is very doubtful whether^ 
this affection, in its acute form, ever oc- 
curs indepeodent of iritis, or inflammation 
of the other neighbouring organs, it appears 
that chronic uveitis not only may exiet, 
without any concomitant affeotlGm of the 
iris, but that it is very often the eatise of 
synizesis, in which it invariably termisates, 
if left to itself, as is^j^erslly the ease, ila 
signs being very' obsowe, and, as far as we 
know, altogether overlooked, by tiie welters 
on the eubject. 

Tlie beginning of the disease is charac- 
terized by the margin of the pupil being 
drawn backwards, and by its mobility being 
somewhat lessened, and the sight becoming 
impaired ; after some time a small ring of a 
greyish, or sometimes even brown, colour, 
becomes visible, first belund, then at the 
margin of the pupil, which still remains 
circular; the colour of the iris is un- 
changed, and it can be very distinctly seen 
that the ring is not attached to, out ad- 
yaiiQos from behind, the iris. Sornetiioes, 
instead of the continuous ring, some euuili 
fringes are formed, end gradually coaleicn 
into one uninterrupted chord ; meenwhile. 
the sensibility of the iris diminishes oon- 
siderabiy ; its contractions are irregular, and 
the ring round the pupil enlarges, so sf to 
leaveouly a small retracted opening. Sight is 
now entirely destroyed, and the iris begins 
to be chanpd in colour ; in brown eyes it 
becomes of a greenish yellow, with spots 
of a dark-brown colour ; in blue eyes it 
changes into greyish ye llow, with darker 
coloured spots. If the disease proceeds 
furtiier, tlie pupil is completely closed, tad 
the iris is, in consequence of the piessqfe 
from the thickened uvea, psrtially absorbed, 
'i'he uvea is now seen protruding through 
tlie ruptured fibres of the iris, in lire form 
of smdl prominent tumours, which gia» 
dually advance towards the ooruea. The 
disease is hardly accompanied by any pain 
in the eye-ball, amd the parient complains 
only of slight pressure in the frontal region, 
and, at fi»t, of sparks and muscae voUteatea 
before the eye. 

If the capsule of the lens fmrticipaUts ia 
the affection, its symptoms are aomewiml 
modified ; a cloud begins to he formed in 
the midst of the pupil, and is gradusllv 
changed into a defined centre, from which 
ieoleted filaments of a greyidb-yellow colour, 
are seen running towards the margin of 
the me. This centi’e •becoming larger, and 
the ring proceeding from the uvea Uke- 
wise increasing, the pupil is at last clceed. 
The first eymptoQW or the diieese» as well 
at the alleratioaa in the texture and coloar 
of the, iria,.«re tha iime ai daaciXhedalmya* 
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Eheumitiim i&d fmi Men to be gene* 
n)ly the ceuie of chronio uveiUe eome- 
times, hot lest frequently, it it of syphilitic 
origin* 

As to the opentioa of artihcitl pupil, in 
those coses where the disetse, hiring it* 
tiiiied its lost stsge, is of coarse beyond the 
rswDh of Btedki! irt, the outhor is decidedly 
igiinit it *, the fibrous tissue of the iris being 
so tboittnghly destroyed, tbtt it csimot be ex* 
peeted toe openUon would be sttended with 
nny fevoonble result end in all the coses 
in which he p^ondsd it, or tow it per- 
formed, toe ortificitl opening wu very soon 
closed by new exadttiono*-^ 0 itrn./ttr Chtr. 
unjugtnimtk. 


PHRENOLOGY. 


“ MlTlBIAUTV or MIND. 

7« ihi Editor rf Tki Lancet. 

Stn,— Knowing toe Uberol principles 
wito which your Joomsl is conducted, 


perUes peculiar to the httlii* M Hwhf 

Now Mr. Dermott ** htoot toot th^ 
tre certain msfises, or portions of too hrnus, 
indiridnoliy postessing their pfMmbar |so- 
pmies/ which is the pssutoir doctrine, I 
heliese, of phrenologT*, eottsequentlf, •• 
toesQ “ peculisr properties/' oecording to 
the first osseriion, origintto in the coiticnl 
psTt of toe brsin, they mnst bo propoUsd of 
eirculsted through toe meduUm pert of 
the Mil and nerrous system, of which wf 
should like to examine soaui few of tl» 
tuto{ff*s proofs. 

Mr* Dermott then asserts that ** <ne par- 
ticular portion of toe brain is toe regiro of 
perception, another of thought, anotoer of 
memory, and a fourth for judgment and 
we cannot but regret that none of theie at- 
tributes of the fundamentid fscultiet of tbs 
mind have been assigned a place except 
judgment, which we are told resides in the 
cerebellum ! What, then, are toe offices of 
toe cerebrum 1 These are fully estaUish. 
ed by Meiari* Ploureni and Rolando, saya 
our autoor ; for these gentlemen, he would 
make it appear, hate taken away the oere- 


tnd tost yoor pages are always dedicated to perception, thought, and 

« fm diiiwirai,” 1 l»T. Wn Wocd «o 1 but k,,* teft ,h. jud,>D«i>t ..lUnj 

I undwtorbed amtd the wreck of matter ’ 


•end toe following remarks upon a paper, 

On toe Organic Materiality of the Mind," 
by G. D. Dermott, Esq., which af^ared in 
Tbx Lancet of toe 11 to of October last. 

1 am yours, &c., i 

A PlinENOLOOlST. j 

Dac.t0,18i8. 

It will be seen by this extraordinary 
essay, that the author comes boldly forth as a 
Tohmtary defender of materialism, yet, fear* 
ing the obloquy that awaits those who deny 
an immaterial agency in man, he aubse* 
quentiy admits— nay, maintiins, that the 
existence of toe soul is ** undeniably to* 
hnowlidged,*’ though dormant in tots life. 
I ahiU endetyouT to examine toe proposi- 
tions in this gentleman's paper itriaiim. 

He first asserts (and it will be seen 
toroogbont, that aasertion suppltesthe place 
of proof) ** that the conical part of the sub- 
stance of the brain is only sobserrient to 
tl^ medullary part, inasmuch as ihe former 
is the seat of birth, to certain qualities 
which afterwards become diffused or circa* 
Isied through the mednllivy part of toe 
foafn, and even nervous sysiem." 

As this eonelosion is so highly intetest* 
ing, we would glsdly be informed how Mr. 
Dermott made tlie discorery of the birth* 
place of certain qualities which hecome 
diffused, ficc., where be found toe propel* 
ling or eireirislms' power, and bow “ the 
mednllaiy part of the Mn" is proved v to 
posseii ** all toe distinguisiiing living pro- 


in the oerebellom ! Now, that taking away 
an individual'a brains should deprive him of 
memory, &c., we can easily conceive, but 
to allow hia cereheltnm to remain, and with 
it hit jodgment, is very carious : reversing 
the order of things, however, we are led to 
luppote that toe aforesaid gentlemen have 
removed toe cerebellum and its inostrious 
inhabitant, and have left perception, thought, 
and memory, to revel, uncontrolled by judg- 
ment, in the apartments of the cerehrnm ! 
Let experimentaliais look to this; who 
knows but, in a short lime, we may see 
some '* march of intellect ' man obtain a 
patept for purifying people's judgments, or, 
in other words, for an instrument to relieve 
them of all unnecessary incumbrance of 
thought, perception, memory, frc., by re* 
nuiving ** toe test of birth*' of these trouble- 
some faculties. But to he serious: Mr, 
Dermott says, is in vain to state that 
what I have now ventured to affirm is un- 
true, upon toe strength of an aisouiptiro 
founded upon ignorance rod prt]ttdiro,«Bd 
frequently mwle,— tlisttoe ironro praperUit 
are totally different from tbe known ptixpot* 
tiee, and all rotoblitbed ideas of maUer} 
for our ideas are founded upon our know- 
ledge of diod or imrmtoU matter, toyrhi^, 
and toeologyitha divt^ rod every WTOdbia 
man not iu the profesikm, toould pmm 
their fpecuUrions." If divines mi Mtiti- 
bfo men were to crofina their sprohlMIroe 
on mind to dead or inorganic matMit It is 
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privity <:4>viotti tlieir spc^eulationt would soon 
b« s dead letter. 

1 o return more particulsrlj to our point— 
we usve bitlierto learnt from Mr. Dormotl's 
P»p«r» that all the varied operations of the 
ound ire oompiised in four functions, riz, 
perpi^tioB, thought, memory, and judg- 
y®t not a single fact is proposed as a 
proof of this, undess the assertion could be 
Uken for one, that Messrs. Flonrens and 
Kolando have separated the cerebrum and 
^erebelloffl, and with theae their aeveral 
aamgned functions. 

i-et us now go to where Mr. Bermott 
takes up the ** argument on fresh gronnds,** 
which are these, that nerves feel by tlieir 
pecnliar properties, and that sensations and 
impressions are conveyed from the different 
parts of the body to the brain, and this (the 
brain) ♦* produces perception of sensation/' 
An assertion follows, viz. that perception 
and sensation are material, being the actions 
of living matter; and furtlier, that they 
mim be material, beeause material and 
spiritual things are incompalihle ! Thought 
i$ Btuted to be the immediate sequence of 
perception, and therefore not immaterial ! 
‘‘ The same may be said of memory and 
judgment, and all other mental operations, 
the sequences of the last mentioned/' From 
these assertions, it would a{>pear that all 
actions of matter must be material, and that 
actions of matter, and matter itself, are in- 
compatibles ! 

To support Mr. Donnotl’s doctrine, we 
are directed to look to comparative anatomy 
for “ incontrovertible facts.” This, we are 
told, toaciie* that the intellectual or higher 
part of the brain corresponds in size, so as 
to be commensurtUe in its development 
with the understanding, which we are given 
to suppose, from the former assertions, is 
composed of memory, tliought, and per- 
ception ; the judgment, let us bear in mind, 
resides in tlte cerebellum, and, consequently, 
far removed from the ** higher part of the 
brain,” so that the understanding is not 
necessary to judgment. Now, were it cor- 
rect that the iutellectaal or higher part 
of the brain corresponds in size to the un- 
derstanding, a very useful table might easily 
bd constructed, that would afford us, at one 
glaiies» the enact proportion of intellectual 
si^maa possessed oy any given individual. 

^ are fhtther inibnae^ that Urn reason 
or mental part of the 
Ifiln beipg in the lower class of 

in these 

lipy are fei^r ^ents mtd fewer senses to 
the . into isction : 

^ has thereat, or 
. ^;ibwer ^df;:tbe tenses to es- 

# these^^ actosHy pos- 
•aii 1ia aeiuNm mm nnbtoly tiiin mant 


m 

We ore afterwards assured, that allaifmali 
have more or less a mind ; but at tMs in- 
volves a definition of the term, we leave it 
for tlie present. Mr. Dermott further as- 
serts, that Nature is imperfect, which is the 
most preposterous and noxious of all,— -and 
that animals ** partook of the fall of Adam” 
along with man ; and then a joke about pro- 
vidiog animals with blhles foUows. We 
come now to a strange inconsistency : we 
were told in the early part of the paper, that 
material and spiritu^hings were different 
and incompatible, yet it now appears, 
tliat ** such a principle as a soul is unde- 
niably acknowledged;” and, aa if to recon- 
cile tliese contradictory creeds, our mithor 
makes the soul to be dormant as long as or- 
^ic life continues, and that on tliat eeas- 
iug, the soul enters into a state of develop- 
ment, or. we suppose, it wantons in end- 
less being.” 

From the boldness with which Mr. Der- 
mott makes these assertions, one would 
really suppose that he had already an in- 
sight into the secrets of the prison-boose,” 
if, in the next place, he had not said, that we 
know nothing of the spiritual world, what- 
ever divines and philosophers may say. 
Mr. Dermott now grows serious, and after 
talking of providing the lower animals with 
bibles, considers it ” impious as well os 
ignorant in the extreme, to treat such a 
thing with ridtcule.” We wonder, after as- 
signing different functions to differenjt parts 
of the brain, Mr. Dermott did not point out 
the dormitoiy of the soul, as well as of the 
judgment. 

We are glad to come, at length, to two 
causes for all our actions, and these are 
breeding and education, which give birth to 
conscience and judgment ; and these terms 
a little further are made synonymous, and 
then each is used hut as a relative term : 
finally, this paper closes with a chapter of 
the author's belief. How much it is to bo 
regretted, that we cannot take the advice of 
Horace in writing for the public 

” Sumite materiara vestris qui scribitis 
tequam veribus.” 

It occurs to us, that perhaps many of your 
readers may not trouble themselves to ascer- 
tain the justness of our remarks on Mr. Dcr- 
mott’s paper, amce its diction, ita want of 
arrangement, and the absence of it| logical 
dedttotioui, render it totally uninviring, we 
sbal), therefore, append a lummaiy view of 
what we considef sufficient to substantiate 
our charge of presumption, of dogmatism, 
of inconaistency, and of Mr, Dermoit's ig- 
norance of some of tlm most striking facts in 
nature. W e snaert ,tweniy-three of his as- 


serttons, nnsup 
ist. lliat I 


proofs 
part of the brain is 


only iubservient to the medullary part, and 
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tbat ty madaltelT p«tt of tho Mu «od 
ftervOOs tvstem hm certain qualities dlf* 
fused aud circulated through them, u?hich 
had Mrth in the cortical part 
id. That there are certain portions of the 
hrtdfi, which Indirid ually jmm peculiar fuac- 
tioai. 

5d, That there is one particular portion of 
the brain for perception, another for lhou|ht, 
i third for fflemoty, and a fourth for iudg* 
tteBt, which is attempted to he provett by a 
4th assertion ; thalj^'e may tah amff the 
eerehrutn, and with it pcrceptioo, tboojght, 
and tnemory', the cerebellum remaining; 
and then that we may remote the cerebel- 
lum (*‘ wiliiout the cetohrum/^) and we 
tbererb;^ take away the judgment. 

5tb. Hate all men and animals judgment 
itt proportion to the cerebenum 1 I'hat 
Messrs. Flourens and Holando hate esta* 
blished tlris fact, whicli, in reality, they 
neter attempted to establish ; their opinion, 
or rtiiber the opinion of M. Flourens, being 
merely that the cerebellum presides oter 
the forward motion of the aulmat. 

€th. That mental uctiont arc nothing else 
than organic functions. 

fidi. That the opinions here advanced it 
il in ttitt to controvert. 

6th. That our ideas ate founded on dead 
or inorganic matter. 

9Ui. That sensation and perception are 
both material, because 
101b. That spiritual things, itnd things 
material, are incompatible, and that neither 
Of these conld be the f-ffect of the other. 

Utb. That is the immediate se- 

quence of perception, and that memory, 
judgment, and all other mental operations 
proceed from perception : inconsistent with 

fSth. That these assertions are supported 
by comparslive anatomy. 

130*. That we have, in the most perfect 
tbittahi, the size of the iuteliectoal, or 
higher part of the brain, corresponding to, 
and commensurate with, the development of 
the tmderstaodiog. 

14tb. That this is the state of man. 

15th. That all nature is imperfect ; and 
that animals partook of the fall of Adam 
along with man. 

i6th. 'I’bat animals shotild all have minis- 
ters, religions, biblet, and revelationt, and 
should enjoy a future state., 

ITtln 'That organic matler could not hare 
its operations fully develop, contemporally 
With thole of the immateiisl pfinaiplt^e 
•Oifl. 

IBth. That as long as organic Ufb conii* 
nues, the soul must remain dormast ; and 
that, as soon as the Ufa of the body ceases, 
the soul enters into a itste of actual axiit* 
«nce. 

llHh* That material inl tpiritaal iibigi 


cannot be existing is a state of intimate 

connexiou : inconsistent with 18. 

2()th. We do every thing from breeding 
and education. 

21st. That conscience or judgment re- 
sults from education. Do the educsted alone 
possess conscience tiien I or is their con- 
science proportionate to their education! 
Do animals possess conscience in profjor^ 
don to their breeding and education 1 
g2d. 'I'hat conscience is only the produc- 
tion of an accumulation of knowledge. 

'That conscience is entirely the effect 
of evocation. 

We repeat our former opinion, and meitt* 
tain, that this paper is presumptuous, ittts- 
mucli as it professes an acriuaititance with 
sttlnects not cognisable to man’s senses. 

That it is dogmatic, as assertions Not. 11 , 
15, 16, &c., will show. That it is in- 
consistent, rosy be seen by Nos. 4 and 21, 
&c. That it is ignorant of nature, will be 
seen by assertion No. 4, 5, aud 18, 

We cannot but regret, that Mr. DermOtt, 
while deeply engaged in a positive seienoe, 
aliouid put forth such thvoretical notions ; 
that be should write papers absolutely use- 
lesa, nay, worse than useless, injurious 
injurious not only to hioitelf, but to the 
reader, who misapplies his time— the very 
matgtiai (t) of which bis lifo is made. 


ABSCSSS OF THS STOMACH. 


To the TJUor o/Tnr. Lancet. 

Sin,— The following is a case of abscess 
of the stomach, ami from its being one of 
rather unusual occurrence, I have sent it 
for insertion, if you esteem it of soiBcient 
imjHjnaiice, 

Thomas Ktoddarrl (a prisoner,) >?tat. 36, 
a tali robust man, very muscular, with large 
bonea, and an unusual broad chest, was ad- 
mitted into the Hospital, May 23d, 1826, 
with symptoms of catarrh ; what was done 
for him then, I am not acquainted with ; he 
did not come under my care until .Tune 4tl). 
1826, wheo he Complained of pain about the 
scroldculii cordis, and when preated wHk 
the hand, he deacrihed the pain at iBora at 
ilm back pan than the fro»1 1 ha had idm a 
msa of weight imd henvinaia akditt 0Hi; Tai 
gfoii of the itbmacli. Hm pnlae never ax^ 
oeededlO0, tmd amallf dry» eottt« 
tdainittg of great thimt, and bowali m*r 
lined. Tlieaa lymptothi continued to, iktt 
16th of hmt with vmiaUoit» Ha bii' 
ffjmentationf to the atotMth, cnppaddwIOiA 
adih • bliater tp thtfombiatdis com } kept 
open (br ten 4(0*1 dlioHbriftinailiyiiwaai 
and pills of tiio aft; edbey. at pH. hfinr|» 
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***?. 


Oil tbe 17lli, fit tt at aiglit, I wtk called 
t(f hitii ; found he had gene to the eloaet, 
and in the act of tiaing frnm the seat, waa 
aeited with violent retdliitiga, continuing 
for aix minutea, and then fell to tiie ground 
inidhaihly. On exatniniag what had been 
vomited, thete appeared an amaaing quan- 
tity 6f hlaoh blood in coagula* with a quan- 
tity of gruiiioua liquor and pua ; mixed 
with these were some parliilea of curdled 
milk, amounting aUogelheT to three or four 
pints. The sick neaa continued for twenty- 
ibUf liOura, he at diderent times hrlogiug 
up blocki, and n dark and thick fluid, com* 
piaintng much of a ahatqi pniii in the ito- 
mach. The bowels became all at ones much 
cottdned, refusing to act with ol. ridni, hyd. 
altihm. and ext* colocy. ; some strong dotes 
of croton oil took no effect. Some powerful 
enemas brought them into aetion, bringing 
nway exceedingly dark- coloured fmoei, quite 
saturated with blood. By the HKHh be had 
rallied, and could take nourishment of a light 
nature. Hia pulse 70, very weak and fee- 
ble, cmmienance pate, and hia body much 
emaciated. He had prescribed for him ano- 
dynes, light aromatioi, and touios ; also 
half a pint of port wine a-day. 

From the i20th to 50th of dune, he occa- 
simially vomited small piecea of ooagula and 
pus, mixed with a broWn fluid, and his 
stools were mixed in some ten peels with it. 

On the 5d of July, he had pilU of the su- 
perac. plunibi, of a quarter of a grain each, 
and increased to gr. jss., and on the 18th 
increased to three grains in a day. Fromthie 
time to the ^OtUof October, he became worse 
gradually, though at limes he would rally ; 
emaciation going on, and mdemaof the legs 
following. Within three days of hit death, 
his abdomen became swelled ; on examina- 
tion, it had all tbe appearances of ascites ; 
the urine flowed freely, and even in larger 
quantities thun he was accustomed to. 

On the ^3il of October, bo drank for his 
breakfast a pint of hot tea, he immetiiau ly 
compbined of ** its huruing hia bowels be 
became insenaible toon afta^r«rda, and died 
in tils middle of the day. 

Pa$t-mrtm ExmiMtm* 

On making an ifieiaidq from the top of the 
bfeast downWhfds to tlm pubea, the scalpel 
S^denly entered the abdomen, when a vast 
of fluid escaped ; some was caught 
in i btieketi tlitdi #tth what remained on 
title Itmri we linked it b» ametutt to three 

Hmti iiei^ hedUhjr ; the 

flkcii^ bdi beid^ ; Bie ttbmaohi <m 
.':-^ld^a) ind ddtw#d:;:;!eoits. felt 'Callous. 

pSftloidir ep|i««raimi or- 

are suppfliid it m be tifi seei of the 

| II l^stUTi ihete the 

cardieo drifiee, and another tekli% in six 


ineltet of the duodenum, the itomiich Vee 
cut Sway. In the centre of the lateral and 
posterior part appeared a hole, of such di- 
inenaiona that a pigeon’s egg might be easily 
passed tlirougb it, the edges thickened and 
Uneven. In the internal part Was seen a 
dark red areola, taking in a space of two 
inches’ diameter. All the vessels near it 
were gorged, and perfectly distinct. The 
[jylorie orifice was thickened, and callosity 
extended to four inches of the duodenum, 
liver enlarged, and ^rd ; gall-bladder full ; 
spleen healthy ; kiSeeys enlargedy particu- 
larly the right one. The intestines, at seve- 
ral parti, bad a slight blush of infismmation 
on their external coat. Bladder ccdlapsed 
but healthy, Y our coitataut reader, 

G.R.M. 

PortsmouUi, January 4tb, 18%3. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE. 

SPONTAKSOUS FHACTrSE OP TUB TKIGH 
BONB. 

L. P., fet. 68, with a constitution broken 
by ayphilia and mercury, area, on tbe begin- 
ning of December, admitted into the Hos- 
pital, having, three montba before this pe- 
riod, become subject to rbeumatic aflTeetioos, 
and to a deep-seated violent pain, which 
extended from the right leg to tbe knee, 
and had lately become so severe aa to pre- 
vent him from following his occupation. In 
the Hospital the aflection of the hip and 
thigh was treilted, for a fortnight, as iachiaa, 
by blisters along the extemfd surface of hia 
thigh ; but, on the tbe limb was found 
conaidetably shorter than that of the other 
aide, and though this shortening was, st first, 
considered as tbe efl'ect of diseased hip- 
joint, it was soon discovered to be caused 
by a fracture of the thigh bone; the lower 
portion of the fractured bona was drawn 
upwards and outwards, and appeared to be 
somewhat oalatged ; tlie knee and foot were 
turned outwards; tbe pain had so much 
increased, that it was impokaible to examine 
the aflWeted parts accurately, and to set the 
fracture. Aa to the origin and time of tliia 
accident, no information nould be obtained, 
BO that the patient probably broke the 
lione by muBcular contfactiou, when ebang- 
log hia positioa in b«d» It it worthy 
of remark, that after the occurrence of 
the fracture, tlie left hip began also to 
he very paaaful. The patient’a general 
heattli was very b(ul ; he was weak and 
etnaoiaied, and aufiWed much from exces- 
alve diarrhma, but no symptom of any orga- 
nic disease could be diseovered. The treat- 
ment was, of course, eiilirely palliative ; no 
local means Were employed, and only opium 
•mi mucilaginoat mediaiuet given inter- 
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sally. Os the 17th of December, the pa* 
tient began to iiak| became lestleBs and 
deUrioua, bis countenance was very much 
altered, the tongue black and dry, the stools 
extremely foetid, the pulse rery small, &c. , 
and he died on the StOui. 

On examination, the brain, heart, and 
lungs, except some gangrenous excsTations 
in the latter, exhibited no morbid altera* 
tion ; tbe lirer was rather enlarged, but of 
healthy ^structure; the splenic artery was 
much dilated, its surto uneven, and its 
iotemal membrane cov£ed with yellow car> 
tilaginoiis spots. The abdominal aorta, being 
considerably lessened in its diameter, was 
surrounded by a great mass of indurated 
glands, of earcinomatous appearance; its 
serous lining exhibited tbe same alteration 
as that of the splenic artery ; the vena cava 
was also xomprised in this congeries of 
glands, which ^d, for the most part, gone 
into ulceration, and were firmly adherent 
to the vertebral column. Another mass of 
carcinomatous glands, attached to the perios> 
teum of die os sacrum, surrounded the right 
iliac vessels. The intestinal canal and me« 
seotery were healthy. ITie right kidney was 
enlarged ; its notch was filled with can* 
Mrous glands, and its tissue was almost en- 
tirely degenerated into tuberculous matter ; 
tbe left kidney contmned only a few tuber- 
cles. The emulgent veins were filled with 
a spongy red substance, which, at first sight, 
appeared to be grumotis blood, but, on closer 
inspection, proved to be encephaloid matter. 
The fat surrounding the kidneys and the 
capsuls supra renales, were alSo filled with 
softened tubercles. The round ligament of 
the right cotyloid cavity was somewhat in- 
jected, thickened, and of scirrhout hard- 
ness. The fracture of the thigh bone was 
two inches below the great troclianter, and 
tiie two fragments were in a very oblique 
position ; their medullary canal contained a 
fatty, vascular substance, which was filled 
with cancerous tubercles; the cancellous 
structure of the bone, bHng considerably 
thickened, was infiltrated with a similar 
matter, and the compact substance of the 
bone reduced to a very thin lamina, tite 
external surface of which was rough, with- 
out periosteum, and very vascular. The 
same morbid alteretion, but not in such an 
advanced stage, was found in the left thigh 
bone. — Jbttm. Heftdemod. 

xxtirvAtiok of a BctaiiHous TdMoun 

OVXft THE PAHOTID OLAtiHi 

On tlie sitting of the Acad^mie Uoyale 
de Mijdecme, on the 23rd November, 
Larrey, made a report of this opertuios, 
whicii was performed dn the beginning of 
last Augosi, by M. FoitUloy, at JJrest. A: 
female, 32 years old, bid been efeoted for 


a long time with a tomonr over the lefl 
parotid gland, extending from the temporal 
region and the ear over the cheek, lower 
jaw, and lateral portion of the neck ; it had 
an uneven surface, was very hard, and ex- 
tremely punful, and as it caused consider- 
able difficulty of respiration, mastication, 
ud deglutition, and appeared to be increas- 
ing, its extirpation was decided upon. In 
order to prevent profuse hmmorrnage, M« 
Fouilloy considered it advisable to tie the 
carotid artery, previous to the removal of 
the tumour; a longitudinal incision was 
accordingly made through a transverse fold 
of the skk, along the internal margin of the 
sterno-mastoid muscle, and the artery tied, 
having been carefully separated from the 
vein and nerve, by means of Deohamp's 
needle ; a momentary pain and paleness of 
the face ensued, but there was no attack 
of syncope, or any other nervous affection, 
and, after a few minutes' rest, the opersdon 
was enabled to proceed. A similar inci- 
sion having been made at the external mar- 
gin of the tumour, M. Fouilloy succeeded 
in arriving at its roots, which being situ- 
ated in the cellular tisaUe, between the ear 
and the ramus of the lower jaw, and firmly 
attached to the transverse processes of 
the cervical vertebne, were divided, and 
the tumour being forcibly pushed upwards, 
was now easily detached from the parotid 
gland, the masseter, and the skin, and thus 
ultimately removed. No vessel, except the 
maxillary arteiy, was tied during the ope- 
ration; the wound was united by three 
sutures ; on the fifteenth day the ligature of 
the carotid came away, and eleven weeka 
after the operation, the patient was per- 
fectly cured,— Arch. C^wcr. d»M4d* 

PECULIAR PORMATjiON OF THE ItXOHT LUNO. 

A young girl, nineteen years of age, was, 
on the 28th of November, admitted on ac- 
count of phtbisis, which was already so 
far advanced, as to Icavi no chauce of reco- 
very, and ahe died on the 14th of Decern- 
ber. On examinatioo of tbe body ^ the right 
lung was found studded with tuberides and 
small excavations ; its three lobes, were 
divided by very deep incisions ; from the 
posterior surface of the superior bbe there 
originated, moreover, 1 fourth lobe, which 
adhered, by its anterior margia, to the 
and through it reooived i branch of the pul- 
monary veto and of the bronAia; 

it was on a level wf4 upper lobe of 
the right lung, Imt hatfau in 
tbiehneas ; it ebusittell entirely of puhno^ 
nary substance, and partook of the geiu^ 
diseaso of the Itmg.^ag fiUed with # 
scesses and tuberoulhit mauer. iiolcit 
lung waaroguliriy diid4td iito two 
Srnn.imm/ 



MK, COMEIT ON THE LATE TEUL. 


6 t 5 


THB LANCET. 


Saiurdaif, February 14| 1629. | 

Xu one or two recent numbera of The Po- 
ly^ Regiiter, Mr. Cobbstt has taken oc* 
canon to apeak of The Lancet in such 
tema of approbation at he is not much in 
the habit of applying to contemporary 
joumaliata. and such as it is gratifying to 
na to reflect that we are believed to 
deserve, by a writer whose powerful talents, 
if hot universally acknowledged, are uni* 
versrily/e/f,. and, perhaps moat felt where 
they are least acknowledged. It has been 
saidj, that one of the best tests of merit is 
the ptaise of those who are themselves the 
objeetl of general approbation. For our 
own parts, we had much rather receive Uie 
praise of a man who has been as much 
vituperated as Mr.CoBBErr has been by 
some of his contemporaries — ^who is as able 
as Mr. CoBBKTT has ever shown himself to 
give his enemies ten blows for one, a apeciei 
of tactics wherein toe may also take to our- 
selves the credit of possesttng some small 
skill, and who, by reason of constant exer- 
cise in the task of inflicting chastisement 
on his opponents, has become slow and 
cautious in dispensing his approbation. In 
tibe laat week*a Register, Mr. Cobbxtt ad- 
verts, in the following manner, to the very 
inaportnut point of law which was decided 
tt the outset of the late trial. 

There was in this eaae a question of 
gtint intereet decsdud ] namely, that a de* 
wdnat thiMpnrattfidtWhophia&jtui^tioN, 
liMiiil|htiiodigjn«Ndpr^ to 

LAUririut SoAmnarr contended for 
^ M ^niif JusTics de- 

ibr: n'min of 

.,|||jfyer, or.|bfonet,. 

«i (ot 

'iMiit:.. - I^are from 

;iii| 


which Mr. ConsETt In here pleaM te pify 
us, and assunnog credit only for so much 
of approbation as, upon public grotmds, wo 
are fairly intitled to, we have no heiitation 
in saying, that a more important point of 
law, as regards the interests of public 
writers generally, and of public joutualistB 
in particular, than that which we matntained 
on the late ocoasio^and maintained suc- 
cessfully, not only aP^st Sir Jakes Scab- 
LETT, hut in opposition to the opinion sad 
i^vice of our own counsel, Mr. Brovob am, 
has not for many years been decided in a 
court of justice. 

We have been informed by several gentle- 
men at the bar that this decision, which 
gives to defeodants who are in a situation 
to justify an alleged libel, the right of open- 
ing their case, and of having the general 
reply, is likely to produce a total change in 
the practice of special pleaders, and that 
whereas pleas of justification have hiibeito 
been alwaya discouraged in such actions, they 
will henceforth be recommended as decided- 
ly beneficial to defendants, or, rather, as de- 
priving plaintiffs of an advantage, which 
enabled their counsel to produce unfavouT- 
able impreaaiona on tlie minds of a jury, by 
dint of unfounded obaervatkmi to which a 
defendant had no opportunity of replyiog. 
The right of opening in actions for alleged 
libel, where the defendant puts a plea of jus- 
tificBtion on tlie record, first eatablhdied in 
the case of Cooper v, Wakley— a case memo- 
rable, therefore, in a legal, as well u in n 
surgical pmni of view, and which will be 
aa often referred to by lawyers as by Uthoto* 
misu, coupled with another proceeding, 
which, in many eases, may bo found highly 
useful, namely, tliat of filtag a biU of dis- 
covery in the Court of Chancery, -—will 
iflM, for the most part, a complete pro- 
tection to public writers against vezatioua 
repeals to the law for alleged abuaea of the 
Ubeity of tlie prees. The editora of newa- 
juqiera are more Otpecfiilly interested in the 
li^ deidstott, beot^ there U no deai of 
la 
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pv^o wut«» go liablo to become Uie ob- 
jfCtg of actiooi for libel, in where 
f0St lendioj^ to injure individual repute- 
tjiQn«h|Te been pubUghed; and where in- 
Ibri^aiion having such a tendency has been 
supplied by partieg, of whose motives the 
editors cannot he oogniaaut, and who may, 
by possibility, supply it from a malicioug 
motive. In such a case, a plea of justifica- 
tion, according to the -ate decision, would 
oomplotely exonerate the innocent pub- 
lisher, even though the motive of his agent, 
or reporter, or of the person supplying the 
information, were malicious \ for Lord Ten- 
TsnnxK distinctly laid it down, that if, in 
such a case, the jury believed the facts re- 
pof ted to he true, the gntaui with which the 
facts were conimuniested, howevermsUoioua, 
ought to hsve no influence on their verdict. 
It ie impossible thst the importance of this 
deeision should have been overlooked by the 
piiblie journtls } yet it so happens that, ex- 
Ceptin the passage above cited from Mr. Cob- 
MTT’si^«ter,Bot the sUghtett allusion has 
ever been made to it. The point has been 
gained, and it matters little by whom it Las 
been gained, or whether the Lditora of 
newspapers were or were not disposed to 
give ttt credit (or having gained it ; hut we 
mentton this circumstance because it may 
ftt^sh a comment on that part of Sir 
Jahu, Sc^nniTT’s speech at the late trial, 
wherein he expatiated on the connexion 
Wldch he lopposed to subsist between Ins 
Lancit mid the daily journals, and even 
mttoed to intimate th%t one of the Uoding 
9r^dtt in lit 7mim, calling public attention 
to Ihe Report of Mr. RnsNsey Coorsa’s 
lithotomy, waa contributed by onr- 
aelvea to that journal. , la this part of his 
iqpcechSirJxMis had the, merit, to use a 
Slprd ^f ^ own, of kilting two hirda with 
eneetona ; for* in attempting to asperse the 

Oharwt^ LAKdtT, he was .ist Uif 
same time guilty of ofiferhif S gross inaiitt 
to the eharacter of Tke ,T^, The precise 
the kamed gegtkbMpt 


THEUl TRIAL 

will perhaps never understand, unless per 
adventure be should bimself offer to The 
Times a leading article of his own compo- 
sition; for if The Tmei, or any other re- 
spectable journal, would disdain, as it most 
assuredly would, to address tlje public in 
the exquisite language of Sir James Scah- 
LETT, the learned gentlemau will see the 
absurdity of imputing to the editor of a 
paper, the admission of a contribution in 
the shape of a leading article, under any other 
circumstances. We hare supposed a max* 
imtm of temptation in supposing the tender 
of a leading article to a public journalist 
on the part of Sir James Scarlett ; and 
that learned gentleman’s mathematical mind 
will readily perceive, that if an editor’s 
virtue could be proof against the opporf u- 
tnnity of arraying itself in the exquisite 
plumage of the propounder of the Poor 
Bill, any inferior degree of temptation 
would be easily resisted. 

The following is Mr. Cobbett’s opinion 
of the merits of Mr. Bransby Cooper’s 
case, after a perusal of the full report of 
the trial 

“ 1 have DOW read a full and detailed re- 
port of this trial, the publication consisting 
of a hundred and sixty-six pages ; and, 1 
can only say, that if this report be correct, 
and I had been one of the jury, and noolher 
evidence than that which I have read had 
been given, Mr. Cooper would not have 
got one single farthing.’' 

We believe that the juiy would hav(? ar- 
rived at the same conclusion as Mr, Cob- 
bet, had they implicitly followed that part 
of Lord Tkkterden’s charge, in which 
he directed them to dismiss from their miuds 
all consideration of the aaimus witli which 
the report might have been written, and also 
of the dramatic (bm wMoh was givmi la it, 
CoBStitttted aa human natm Is, it » searoely 
poaaiWe, and, we will fliaily ndmit, it ii 
scarcely desirable, that this dkectleR dlmald 
hare been iiapUcitJy followed, suppbsi»| 
theory to haVe Wli#f 
entertained so much ^ miliea towi^ 1^^ 
BliW* 
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portunity of publithing a case calculated to 
expoae that geatleman’a deficienciea, and, 
oonaequently, to injure his leputation. We 
believe that no quarrel or misunderstanding 
between Mr. Lambert and Mr. Bravsbv 
Cooler, would ever bare induced the for- 
mer gentleman lo pervert or misrepresent 
the facts of a case transmitted for insertion 
in this Journal ; and if Mr. BaAnSBy 
Cooper had had, the fairness and the man- 
liness to publish his own report of tire ope- 
ration before the trial, the jury would then 
have been furnished with demonstrative 
evidence, that no facts had been perverted 
or misrepresented. In many respects, as 
far as facts are concerned, Mr. Bran say 
Cooper's own report of bis case is even 
more unfavourable to his surgical reputa- 
tion, than the report transmitted to us by 
Mr. Lambert. But though it would have 
been impossible for Mr. Bransby Cooper 
to obtain a verdict, had he ventured to pub- 
lish his own report before the trial — and let 
it be remembered, that Mr. Bransby 
Cooper kept back this report for the 
avowed purpose of iacreasiug his chance of 
obtaining a vcurdict—though Mr. Bkanssv 
C oopi: r alTorded the jury no means of ascer- 
taining what he cotihidered a true statement 
of the facts of the case, except by putting a 
single witness of the operation in tlie box, 
hU assistant, Mr. Cai eaway, >rhicb assist- 
ant swore, that he wrs not better able to 
form an opinion of the difficulties of the 
case, than any other man who saw the ope- 
ration— and though not a single material 
Jkiit stated in our report was contradicted by 
Mr. Bransby Cooper’s only wituess— 
notwitbstandlng all theae eircumaiances, we 
are ready to wjmit that, if tlie jury believed 
our reporter W have eutertamed malice to* 

^ aueWding’' 
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ing a verdict Pa the plaintiffi* with dankagea 
sufficient to save his profeeaional charaoter 
from utter ruin, though wholly unsuited to 
the justice of the case, if they had believed 
him to have a substantial fbundatiem for the 
injury of which he complained. But to 
whatcirettmstanee is Mr. Bransby Cooper 
indebted for having gained bis per . 

cent . " upon the al^ed amount of injury, 
which Mr. Cobbett calls a pitiful result 
for so grand a speculation 1 solely to the 
suppression of his own report of the ope- 
ration, until after he ha^ obtained a ver- 
dict; for that report, had it appeared be- 
fore tbe trial, would bav e teUBOved all doubt 
from the minds of Uie jury, and established, 
beyond the possibility of contradiction, fhe 
truth of the facts stated in Mr. Lambert's 
report. 

The following obserrstions of Mi. CoB- 
BETT are well deserving of the puMm 
atteati<m ; — 

** U was owieos to observe, tbec at fbsi 
trial lUe BLNCH was covsfod with,. Sur- 
geons ! W bat, are they got there too I la 
it come to this, that tee rich, or supposed 
rich, that tJis powerfril proseeutors, in 
short, are to be perked up on the Bennh 
alongside of the Judge, are just to step down 
from the Benth to the witness-box to give 
tlieir evidence, and thee step baek ogaiu ead 
resume their seat upon tbe Bench ; and all 
while those whom they prosecute, ana 
agaiast whom they bring ectiens^ though 
perhaps a thousmad times their worth* to 
be compell^ to staud upou the door, 
amongst the altomejn* clerks and court 
beadles 1 These was, opuu this oosaaiM* 
old Cooper himself (without Ida fomous. in- 
strumentB, I believe) seated on one aids of 
the Judge; and there ww Mr-GntEtr,- smd 
a ivboio tvibs of Surgeouii all atoppiBf 
down from the Bench alternately to the 
wltneas-box, to give eVid«*nee agalnit Mr. 
WAEtEv; wbilo tkainr waa Mr. WAULiir 
aittiug or atandtM amongst the gttoni»a’ 
clerks and tipstallfo. 1 leave for the J uoge 
toeonaider mw lirthis was denonnnif in tpe 
peiMMmse ; how lsr hia digtiity waa Ishely la 
be enhanced by having these comjps^iqna 
oil the Bench; affd, above alt uiin^. i 
wish him te comdder tba ^baMo elfoat 
that thaae mai^ thi»g« might have ufjott 
the minds of ihe jury ; and the e6fect which 
tbhk itiahge j^odeedin^ Imve baff 

upon the asiad of the dafoadsBig U hap* 
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pe^d, iodeed, that these tribe of Bencher- 
Sor^eoRs had beibie them a man not to ba 
intinaidated by any thing ; and a man to 
feel increased 'energy in consequence of the 
insult offered him in the perching of his 
enemies upon the Bench. This mis n man 
not to he put down ; bat it is not always 
that tliere will be auch a man to be a de- 
fendant; and, therefore, let us hope that 
even we get a reform of the *’ collec- 
tive,** this practice of perching prosecntors, 
or the witueases of ppsecutcna, upon the 
Bench, will be dlsc^tmed. 1 wonder 
that Mr. Waeijey did not complain of thia 
upon tlie spot. However, he did the thing 
so well, obtained so complete a triumph for 
press and for the public, as well as for 
himself, that we may leave to the Coovbrs 
the privilege of boasting, that they have 
for once lUit upon the Bench alongside of 
the Judge” 

VP bo, in the name of common decency, 
are auch persona as Joe Grkek, Charles 
Key, Ben Brooje, Ben Travers, and 
Ben Harrison, ei~devant vendor of bot- 
tles, that they ahoold presume to perch 
themielvet on the same bench with the 
Lord Chief Justice of England 1 Had 
Bowiand Stephenson, the depredator, who 
Sed, or rather who travelled by ea^ stages 
in one of the eamagea which he called his 
own, loaded with the apoilt of his confiding 
CHBtomera— had Uiisman been subpoenaed to 
give an account of the way in which he 
managed the funds and dispensed the patro- 
nage of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital in the 
capacity of treasurer to that Institution, he 
too would, so doubt, have been seen perched 
upon the same bench with the Lord Chief 
Justice of England. This practice is not 
only indecent— not only derogatory to the 
digni^ of the Bench, and calculated, as 
Mr. Cobbett suggests; to have an evil inda- 
enee on the mittda of Jurymen, but it some- 
times leads to practical vidutiotta of the 
decorum wldeh ought to he obaerted in a 
court of Jflittee. In the tinw of Lcmi 
l^enhorDughya peer, who waa to he ealtcd 
ii i Witneaa in a cnuaei^a&d who had pio- 
hahly some interest in the evea^ of the 
suit, was pcfdied, on the «coni”of hti pcem 
age, by the aide of Ute learned judge, ml 
iviiltnglumaelf of his proEimity, had the 
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presumption, in the piogrew of the trial, to 
addreu som e observatioii to the Chief Jim- 
rice, in a whisper. The i|ply of Loan 
Ellenborocok to the peer, uttered in » 
voice which resoundod to the eEMritiea of 
the court, was brief and obnracteriatio— 
If you again thus preaume to addreia me, 
1 shall oomnut you to the custody of the 
tipstaff.” 


We intended, this week, to tike a review 
of the rise and fall of a number of Medical 
Jouruala, which have appeared and disap- 
peared since the first publication of The 
Lancet, and also of tbe death of all the 
old rubbish which eEiated before the es- 
tablishment of this Journal, but our space 
will not permit us to enter upon this aub- 
jeet in tbe present Number. 


Edmburgk iiedieal and SwrgiaU Journals 
(Concluded.) 

Tub article which succeeds Mr. Symes 
paper, demands little comment ; its object 
being a description of the well-known 
climate and diseases of Lisbon. According 
to the young traveller who gives it, Lisbon 
seems to be a pleasant place enough to reside 
in ; there is an abundant supply of tuntbine 
tbrougbout the greater part of the year; 
and at all tunes a fortunate dearth of diaease. 
People contrive, however, to die in Liibm, 
jolt as they do elsewhetetaad of pretty much 
tbe same description ^ asaladies aa in less 
favoured climes. Thti is the aup total of Mr« 
Wallaee’a stitiaticil obiemtioai, who, we 
have 80 doubt, apenihii tlmevelyagveaibly 
betwem tha riiy and Ihe act } hut worn 
not quite ee eertahi of the propriety of 
taaing oewilh Bte^ pafoiat of a 
:''plaoe 

evm iftjfhediltghffbl 
Mr. Wrilaoe it foBowtd by Mr, OM^ioo, 
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«f Dundee ; but we tre sorry to stj, that 
be Is not quite so interesting on the subject 
of hydroj^ludna, as he was when we had the 
ideaaure of meeting him last, in an article 
on lithotomy. So fortunate an exemption 
from this frightful aSection blessed the 
ooontiy around '* Bonie Dundee/* for seve- 
ral years, that Mr. Crichton began to think 
that there was no such disesae as hydro* 
phobia at all. The only parallel to this 
strange eonceit with which we happen to 
be acquainted is, the attempt which was 
made by a Frenchman, some time ago, to 
prove tliat syphilis was merely a metaphy* 
sioal abstraction, existing in the mind of 
some foolish speculative writers, such u 
John Hunter. A buU*dog terrier, however, 
brought Mr. Crichton to his senses on this 
subject, about twelve years ago. This fero- 
cious little animal, he tells us, bit several 
persons, one of whom, a young lady, died of 
genuine canine madness, while the rest 
escaped at the expense of a severe fright, 
on learning her melancholy fate. We should 
feel happy to record any novelty in the 
pathology or treatment of this affection, 
discovered by Mr. Crichton, but, ae yet, he 
has made as little progress on these points 
as any of hia predeceatovs. 

Mr. Crichton was not more embarraeeed 
about hydrophobia, than Mr. Duvar, of 
Dumferline, seema to be, about the manner 
in whieh the bladder of a patient, whom he 
examined after death, was lacerated. The 
subject of hit epecalations on this problem 
received eometevere blowt on tlie abdomeni 
in a drunken brawl ; he wae eubeequently 
seen, however, attending to hit business ; 
and, at a stiU later period, fell on the ground, 
while in a sinte of inebriety ; Uie eymptome of 
tbiinjuiy kf whioh hndled, then first set in 
sevrif^# Alifhiiilr. Xhivelikaows by 
biiMif in mtendsnce 

At the post-mortem exami- 
Abeovered t emieiderable effusion t 
;#idmn«iiy u ' ruptiiia of., the. 

hi 
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length, and a ^eat thickening, or o^trac^it^ ' 
of the coataof thatviacua. From the fimt 
of the patient having worked after the in* 
fiietionof the first injury, Mr. Duvar infeia 
that the rupture could not then have taken 
place ; the nature of the laceration diapoaea 
him to think, that it could not he the effect 
of the retention of urine ; the openings, in 
•uch casea, being email, and formed by gan* 
grene and ulceratiofl; he therefore coneladen 
that the rapture must have occurred at the 
time of the fall, when the bladder was pro* 
bably in a state of distention. For one who 
knew nothing of the case but what he 
learned from others, and through an antopey, 
Mr. Dttvar*s conjecture of the real cause of 
the accident is as rational as any that oouM 
be formed, under such vague circamatanoes. 

I We are next favoured with au aeoount of 
another rupture,” by asaistant-sorgeon 
Gun, of the Sportiots frigate, in the Tagna; 
but this '' rupture” happened to teko plaou 
in the pulmonary artery. The petieiit, wu 
are told, waa au uulmaltby looking " tar,*’ 
and, M if in the habit of making too 
with "grog,” about which there oin he 
very tittle doubt, he had been unwell for a 
few daye, with tome rather obsouie symp- 
toms, for which he waa, of course, ^pio- 
psiately treated ; but, on making some 
exertions afterwards in his occupationi 
about the bowsprit, " Jeck” fell to rise no 
more, end would have been drsiinisd, by 
dropping into the water, but for the humane 
assistance of some of his companions. The 
chest was found tilled with blood, in the 
usual atatea of serum end cnisaamentum ; 
the lunge compreaied, of coiiree, by the 
effused fluid ; which ia not at all surprising, 
eonaidering that a large rupture wae found 
in the pulmonary artery, about one inch and 
a half from its origin, the right veatriole^ 
Around this apeiture ^e veesel wae die- 
eased, to the egteat of a ahilling ; the 
coats of the reasel hf»ng thin, of a brown 
colour, iitd generaUy degenerated. This cir- 
ottinMaiaDO netiirolly introduevt llte subject 
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of* Ibmatiofe of o&onmm ^ but, to do 
Mr. Gott juitioe, bo bis not sbosod sa op* 
portimity» oo fbvourtblo Ibr iaffietmg on ns 
a erittcisM on Scarpa ; ind though his re- 
marks are plain onongb, we are really grate 
ftil4s hhn that they are so few, their brevity 
beiog by far the best part of them. 

If** with which word Dr. Thomas 
Masteimsn Winterbuttom begins the next 
article, is really so ominodi; a particle to com- 
mence an essay with, particularly on so spe- 
cnlatire a (pjestien, as the nature and con- 
tagion of typus fever, that* we had some 
notion of leaving the Doctor to accumulate 
hii jftmdibl creations around this monosyl- 
lable nodeua of hypothesis without inter- 
raption, until we accidentally saw at the 
bottom of each page, the erodite sources of 
bit flUrtmdala, which comprehend ([uoiatioos 
front and referencei to, the n Jters of all 
agei, nations, and languages. We tliirefore 
gawabim the benefit of a perusal, and found, 
as tlifii ostontatious- display of reading led 
us to expect, that were the various authors, 
w^iose ideas be has had the ingenuity to 
combine into this essay, merely to take back 
but one tyllable each from the comjmuod, 
they would leavo him in tlie melancholy 
pre^eameni of the jackdaw in the fable, 
stopped of its borrowed plumage by the 
rest of the feathered tribes. 'I’lie upshot of 
tkit ingenious medley, we perceive, is a w- 
cammeiidntiott of that now fashionable pme- 
tioe in ioftammatory (mmplaints, the exhi- 
bition of ctdomel in large doses, ssy of some 
himdred grains, within a few days. Among 
tbs draoases for which this U«atment is 
proposed, there is one so seldom left to the 
mercy of mercury, or any other article of 
of the materiamedica, except steel, that we 
are induced to atlow the Doetor with the 
awful name, ip express himself on the tub- 
jeot-i— ■ 

** Ib onteritji ond strtnitiltted hewit, two 
cognate dtseaier, 1 have found oilomel, in 
large doses, to possess a power equal to 
Perutisn bmk in intermittent fever, lo 
straagulaled hernia, ten graim of oalamel 


repeated every hour, or hour and a half, so 
that one hnndired and twenty grains may be 
administered, in from fourteen to eighteen 
hours, will frequently cause tbwprotruoed gut 
to recede ipontaneouily.or, at least, witli the 
slightest touch. When vomiting and pain 
are considerable, a grain, or half a grain, of 
opium wiU be fou^ useful. In upwards 
of twelve cases this metliod. succeeded with 
me; in one instance only it appeared to 
fail, from adhesion of the sac.'* 

Strangulated hernia, strictures, adhesions* 
and all, to yield before calomel and the 
' sHglitest touch ! Perhaps ao, indeed, though 
■ to us it sounds rather strange, oyen with 
the adjuvant of a little opium ; hot we shall 
certsinly be on the look out, in the friture 
nombers of the Indigo Journal,” for fur- 
ther novelties from the pen of Dr. Thomas 
Masterman Winterbottom I 
IVe must stand excused for a very bad 
pun, but Dr. Wilson, on the mechanism of 
the biliary system, has really made os so 
bilious tbat we cannot attempt a better; 
and Dr. Boltock, in a letter explanatory of 
an error into ivhicbhe had fallen, in writing 
on the coagulation of the blood, has not a 
little atirred up tbat vehicle of Indignant 
feeling within us, that be should have writ- 
ten a trifle so ill, who has, on other occa- 
sions, said so much well. We must, there- 
fore, pass them over in silence, lest we might 
become personal, and restore our equani- 
mity by an examination of a peculiar epide- 
mic, which has been lately viattiog the 
West Indian Islands, Mr. Nicholson, to 
whom we are indebted for a monc^raph of 
ihts disease, has baptixed it ao ** Arthritic 
Exanthem,” in honour, we preeuiiie, of the 
memory of that greatest of all nosological 
onomatoligists, John Mason Good. 'i1ie 
nativei, however, not quite so classical in 
their notions respecting nomenoliturt, have 
called it the '* Dandy,’* forwbattobiioi Mr. 
KiehohKm could hot ten, m ia>t,perhnpf 
wortli inquiry, cpmildirinf ihi qii*^ thingt^ 
I wMdi ato Midi M n pte wltei 

| (bi latte tfide Is mM on in Hving m 
Rurke did in dud Miy st EdSatergb* - t|M» 
fw« ind 
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of this «tngtikt ikfF^cliott, tts deieritied by 
Hr* Nicholson, of A ntigua :•— 

Intense hscdach ; dushed countenance; 
paint in tlie back, in the wristsi in the an* 
cles ; wearinest of Umbt ; and g»at proa* 
tration of streof tli. Along with these there 
was a dlilicttlty of flexion in the joints of the 
fingers ; heat of skin^ with moistnre ; acute 
aensibility to impressions of cold ; and to* 
miting, which aggravated the pain of (he 
Jiead. In the oourse of thirty *eiglit, or 
forty hours, these symptoms all abated, and 
the patient, in general, left hit bed on the 
third day , perfectly well. From the fourth 
to the eighth day, subsequent to cotiva. 
leacence, a pricking sensation was felt in the 
soles of the feet and the palms of the hands ; 
an eruption, commencing in red points, dif- 
fused itself over the body in wheals, or pa- 
pula;, accompanied by pains of a rheumatic 
character. In about twenty-ibur hoiira, the 
eruption also disoppeared, leaving the cuti- 
cle in a Btate of desquamation, and the ancles 
oidetnatous* In those cases in which there 
was no eruption, the pains continued for 
several weeks ; but in no instance was this 
disease, which very much resembled in- 
fluenza and measles, followed by fatal re- 
sults. Cathartics, saline diaphoretics, warm 
clothing, and frictions wiili flannel, consti- 
tuted the principal means of cure.” 

A sagacious little note, by the Editor. 
Dr. Craigie, appended to this paper, informs 
ns, that this epidemic proceeded from East 
to West, Uirongh the West Indian Islands, 
and, nnfortnnfttely, depttves us of the hope 
that this liartn less affection would, some 
summer or other, make an incursion among 
our own ** Dandies,” to the great delight 
of the public, and tim profit of the doctors. 
Here, however, end tlie ** original” comma- 
cations of the ** Blue” fbr tU« last three 
mpuths, and tlient we must take leave 
of our renders fbr the present. The re- 
views, wIppU now bring up tlie rear of this 
doumttl, afs no longer ohjeotsfor praise or 
eentUTe, nor have they been since the re- 
tirentieat of Dr. Duncan, and the decease 
df Dr; of this once 
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Monday, Fahrmry 9, 1899 ; 

Dr. Shearman in the Chair. 

ftEPOnTtNO-- COMPLICATED CASES OS PBEE* 
NITI8 and DEnlRlUM tremens. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were 
read. 

The President did not oOnmder thtt 
it eppeared very di^nctly from them wheS 
had transpired rei^ectiog repofting# and 
therefore he tiiought it right to stite, that 
the conversation upon reporting arose fitom 
Dr. Clutterhuck’s objection to (he pdbliea^ 
tion of the minutes of tlie proeeedtnge of 
the Society. I'Ue Doctor intended to make 
a motion, calculated to suppreas such piib<- 
lioation ; he, however, found tlm majority 
of the meeting very much against each a 
motion, and therefore be post^ed the re« 
soitttion till be had an opportunitvof atumd« 
ing ot a more full meeting. The questioA 
had, tbemfore, not finidly been dispoeed of# 
but till it ahould, the reporting was to bo 
permitted to go on under the superintend* 
ence of the Council, tlie Reporter to bO 
responsible to them ; Dr* Clulterbddt beings 
et liberty to bring forward ibe aubjeet agaiw 
when he pleased. When it should be hrongfal 
forward again, in all probability tlm anneo 
of the Society would be taken by baUol/ 
and tlie further reporting decided upon by 
; the result of that ballot. 

Dr. Blicx could not understand a part of 
what liad been represented to have paased 
at the last meeting on reporting, hat ha waa 
desirous of bringing forward a question now 
upon the snbjeet. As far as he Could ctdlact 
from the Ucgisirai’s minutes, an irregular 
conversation upon the point had arisen,-^ 

The pREstDuNT observed, that the eon* 
versBiiott hod not been irregular, hut my 
conversation then upoa it by Dr. Blink 
would be out of order, and a waste of tha 
Sjciety's time. 

Dr. Blick said, that if it was ittifered In 
be brought forward last Monday, Jke knew 
of no law prevouiing tlie converaauoii being 
renewed this week. 

'riie Pn Ksi PENT. Dr, Blick, we must not 
enter into it at present 

Dr, Blics. I'heu I submit to tbe Cbair 
one oilier observation* (Criet of Chair, 
Chair.) 

The President. No ; I cannot hear it. 

Dr. Blick. Well, then, I am to nnder- 
statid Uieie is one law here for the Medea 
and another for ilfls Persians. (Mughtor.) 

The PEssmKNT. No ; oertsinly not 

The ExoitTitAfl reed a piper, fbrwarded 
to Bis Society by a Hemberf Sfl what ho 
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cteiidered otiei of f Itnnitts, tnd delirium 
tremenf. The subject of the fint wee a 
lolidtor in the City, astat* about thirty years, 
vho had lately married. He had been 
n temperate man, but for about a month, 
at Chriatmaa last, had indulged much 
more than ordinary in the pleasures of 
tile table. Fire days before his attack of 
illness, his wife was seized with puerperti 
mania, and the grief , occasioned by this, 
together with the late intemperance, was 
supposed to hare esosed the attack. Very 
soon after this attaclu he was obliged 
to hare tlie strait wsJltcoat put on, and, 
daring the time it continued, he had two 
▼iolent paroxysms ; between them an inter' 
ral of nine hours elapsing of compsratire 
qnietude. Sixteen ounces of blood were 
UJten from tite arm ; thirty-six leeches, in 
tin whole, applied to the head, and he was 
copped. On dissection, there were marks 
of mmungeal inflammation, aud the plexus- 
ckHToides rery turbid. The resiels of the 
pin mater were much injected; a slight se- 
leus effusion upon the brain ; but, other* 
wise, nothing particular to be remarked. 

Mr. SnuLRLr did not think, from the 
dbascriptioa, that this case had any thing to 
do with plimnitis, but that it was a pure 
CMe of delirium tremens. He wislied to 
know, whether tlie gentleman had abstained 
from the use of stimuli for some days pre- 
rioiis to the attack. If this were so, and 
z^arding the dejected state into wiiich he 
had been thrown by the sudden illness of 
his wife, he should think no doubt could 
remain u to the character of the disease, 
and that, in such a ease, depletion was to 
be condemned. 

Ji&. Kino noN inquired, what colour tlie 
hraiii was, when cut into, and whether any 
of the Tiscera were examined ? 

Mr. Cal].away considered that it might 
be osefttl for the author to state, orally, 
the condition of the pulse with more pre* 
ciston than had been taken notice of in the 

AvTnon obserred, that the patient 
had not left off the use of stimuli before the 
accemion of the complaint, thougii, for a 
short tlfoeVr^viously, the use of it had been 
lessened in quantity. The brain presented 
rather a more yellow appeorunce thau was 
observable in the healthy state. 7'herit* 
Cera were not exawioed* 'fiie pulse was 
slMup and why, eaiying exceedingly in 
quickness, hut never under i:>0. 

The dlreuuistancei of another ease were 
relaud by the Hegii.trar, communicated by 
the same Author. l‘be pnlicnt was a medicti 
aVudeat, who resided with a lurgeon at the 
W eat end oC town . Ho -wos lakeit suddenly 
witXi abWnaliona of mind', and conUned to 
bed for about lereu da^s. Huriug tUe whole 


ofhii illntu he did not present one single 
symptom of fever, aud the pulse was sel* 
dom, if ever, above eighty or ninety. He 
was bled to 16 ounces ; his bead was shaved 
and blistered; neither the brain nor its 
membranes presented any degree of vascu- 
larity ; about two ounces of serous fluid were 
found in the lateral ventricles ; and the only 
appearance of inflammatorv action through* 
out the brain, was at the aeeuaiatum of the 
optic nerves, where a amtll quantity of 
ooagttlable lymph had been thrown out. He 
bad complained of pain in the bead for two 
weeks. The question with tim Author 
here was, whether hydroceplititts was ca- 
pable of existing, without the cause to which 
it was generally refened, viz. inflammation 1 
TJiis case showed, to his mind at least, that 
effusion might go on to a considerable ex- 
tent, without any adequate inflammation 
preceding it ; nor had he any doubt that the 
efluaion into the Tentricles produced death. 

Dr. Buck looked upon any quantity of 
coagulable lymph thrown out, as a proof of 
adequate inflammation having existed. He 
did not put any great stress on the appear- 
ances presented by dissection ; but he held 
bleeding, followed by a large dose of opium, 
to be the best treatment in delirium tre- 
mens. 

Dr. Ryan objected to generti bleeding 
in delirium tremens, as he had often done 
before. 

Mr. Llovd was decidedly of opinion, that 
whenever acute mania, or any serious dis- 
ease was going on in the brain, bleeding 
ought to be had recourse to. In hydroce- 
phalus, Dr. John Clarke, and subsequently 
his brother, Dr.. Charles, had nsed depletion, 
with the greatest possible success. He 
(Mr. IJoyd j lurd adopted the same plon ; he 
was in the Itahit of taking away blood, gene- 
rally, and almost always, with success. 

Mr. Kino DON related a case that had 
come under bis own care very similar to the 
last, the particulars of which had been read. 
It was that of a medical student too, oft 
very anxious and bonoursble mind, who 
had been so solicitous respecting his examt' 
nation at the College, that he was after* 
wards seized, though he passed his exami- 
nation with the utmost credit to himself, 
with the most violent brain afleciion. Tl^ 
gentleman was hied, opium, and byoscyamiM 
administered, bis bowels kept open, and he 
recovered. 

Dr. llAMAnoB related several cases of 
acute roania, and othtr diseases of the 
that had frUeik under Ifla care, and he exht* 
bited specimens of inflamed membranea of 
tite brain. 

, Mr. KnwARDs recommended the most 
prompt and free uve of tire lancet in aofte 
inflammation of the brain, even in tdtfldfell 
of but a few montim old, 
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Tbk Mifiutet having bean read, 

Dr. A, T. Thomsw made some ohaer- 
vationa on the aubjeet of a report of laat 
week*! proceedinga, which appeared in ** a 
hebdomadal, critical sort of a poblication,*' 
in which be had been ao falsified, that it 
became, he aaid, a great and cruel misfortune 
to the ^iety, that reporting should be al> 
lowed at all. He charged the work with 
having violated every possible feeling, that 
it had made public, private business, and 
said, whoever was the reporter, he felt as* 
tonialied diat the Society did not expel him 
from ita bosom 3 at the least, he thought, he 
ought to be severely reprimanded. Dr. 
Thomson then puhliclv charged the author 
of the mischief with lalsehood. 

Dr. HoneaicK Miicnaon sat at Dr.Thom< 
son’s elbow, but made no remark in reply ! ! 
For ourselves, we are unable to set Dr. 
Thomson right with the public, no report 
having appeared in Tnx Lancet of the pro* 
oeedings on the night in question. Although 
a very long explanation followed on the 
subject, we did not glean from it the pani< 
oulors of the case. 

The hliuutes were at length confirmed, 
when another member (Mr. Thomson,) rose 
with alike complaint a^inst the same w-ork, 
The Exereutnee, which he charged with ** the 
moat unhandsome, nn gentlemanly, unfair, 
and slovenly reporting.” 

On tliia clmrge, also. Dr. Rodbrice Mac* 
].EUi> made no remark ! In answer to 
question from Mr. Tltoinson, whether 
reporter eould be kept out, or punished 
for erroneous reports, 

The Chairman stated, that the subject 
had been brought before the Committee by 
different members, from time to time, but 
after mature delibeTutioii, it had been de< 
cided, that the Society had no law br which 
it could prevent reporting, cdther by mem* 
bm or viaitera, nor did they know* how to 
prevent it. No measures had therefore been 
tsken, and the only reply he could make to 
genUetneii who thought it right to complain, 
Wta. that there was no redress. (Loud ap- 
plauic followed this announcement.) 

Mr. BxNnxTT called the attention of the 
members In the oiteulation of tlie blood 
to system The veins 

wore ttsui^ iUppos«»d to gator the blood 
to to the 

heart ; but aom« late dlieen’ations had in 


with them, he might idmoat apeak of them 
as unnecessarily numerona and capacioua* ' 
Various systems of veins, ptrticnkrly dnsm 
of the liver in all creatures, and the kid* 
neys in certain oviparous animala, afforded 
grounds, he thought, for believing that their 
business was not merely the mechanical 
conveyance of the blood. Mr. Bmmett beto 
exhibited M. Bresehet*s plates of the va# 
nous system, showing to veins eonnected 
witli the vertebraj^lamn, runnifig alswg 
which was to be found, a collecticHi » reins 
separated into two aeries, one external, and 
another internal, tlie two communicattsijg 
with each otlier by large venous brandbea^ 
some of which passed through tlie bodies of 
tbevertebrie. The most exiraoidinaTy fact 
connected witlt these veins was, that there 
were no arteriee correaponding in siae mr 
ing them, a olrcninstanee 
which rendered their ose e matter of much 
speculation. At present, we nught be al- 
lowed to explain the lassitude and painffil ara- 
sations in the loins in fever, &c.» by refisning 
them to some derangement in the fonetioiM 
of these vessels, or of the circoletioii of the 
blood in them. There was a system of 
veins in the bony parietea of the tkull } by 
carefully removing the external table, large 
channela, brancbing off into nomerouacaiMl^ 
were displayed, and small openinga dia- 
cemtble, through which to great ahiimee 
within, communicated with the veiiii exter* 
nal to the skull. For these, of ooune. there 
was some function, a knowledge of whidi 
would explain a variety of obsimro pheno- 
mena connected with disease, and partica- 
Imrly those various affections called head* 
aeha. He would submit it to to Sototy^ as 
an interesting and important aubjeet, to 
discuse the nature of tliat function. Mr. 
Bennett subsequently stated, that hit chief 
inducement to bring tlie queatioii fisrward, 
had been a hope* that it would lead to some 
diacuasion on the subject of apoplexy. TTm 
quantity of blood seat by tlie bean to to 
brain waa constantly varying, wdiile to 
quantity returned from the brain remat^ 
the aame, in consequence of the aeii*dila» 
tibility of the sinuses by which it ffowed 
back* ' This circumstsnoe would shnott lend 
him to explain to occurrence of apoplexy 
upon mechaniotl priueiplee, and, in illut* 
trution of his view#i Mr. Bennett dwelt 
upon the constant connexion between hyfier- 
trophy of to heart and apoplectic affections, 
lilt to healtliy condition of tlie heart, when 
its actton wee increased by stimulants, ex- 
ercise, or emotioRa of the mind, snd an uo> 


hini to think, riiai the venolis system usuei qiiomity of blood ivss transmitted' #0 
WpS' endowed' with other fanctimii to brain, the system of reins nlluded to, 

Theiwjwa* reason io susfiect tide; from to must be of use in relieving fl»e sintises. 
preponderance of tb© veins over the arte* It Was iwgoed generally, in a discussion 
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ia'iirhich Mt. Thomwii, Mr. Bufiiftt, R. 
McLeod, Dr. L. S^tavan, Mr. Bingliiini, tad 
otfaar members^ took patt, that the disparity 
kotweea Ibe tains and trieries might b«, in 
great measure, equalised by the increased 
telocity of the blood through tlie venous 
^alem, a&d tltat the want of power in the 
osseous teins to collapse or dilate, if it ex* 
isted, might also be compeoRated by a pro* 
portionate telooity in the eirculation tbrougli 
tboin. Mr. Bennett's opinions on the tub* 
jeet of apoplexy were also opposed, and the 
members did not gen^lly appear to coin- 
cide in the vtewa whiclifhat genllemun laid 
before them. 

Dr, GsAKvitts explained a new method 
of extirpating tumours, inrenied hy himself, 
to tToid the danger which arose out of ex- 
metng or extirpating some tumours, whether 
ligature, or in any other way. The pre- 
aent ease was that of a yoscuiar tumour, 
oeBueeted with the right nympha of a young 
female, was for a considerable time a 
patient at the General dispensary. All 
treatment bad failed in diminisiiing or sr- 
reatmg its progress, and it was feared, that 
eoBinderable disease of the rtgiua would 
oecnr, if the tumour were not removed ; but 
tbe danger of btemorrhage from its excision 
appeared to be great. JLigatures, however, 
woidd biTO been very painful, tedious, and 
dificnU, as the tumour extended the whole 
length of the vagina. Dr. Granville, there- 
fore, proceeded to apply pressure to cut off 
tdl communioatltm wttli tbe surrounding 
parts, and then employed an instrument 
which he termed e jugum, for excision of 
the tomour itself. The instrument ( which 
was not exhibited) consisted of two bars 
of aietal, with two screws. Its action 
was eueh as, by turning the sctews, 
v^olly to cut off the tumour. The tumour 
was removed on the fifth day. 1 1 proved to 
be icirrhotts in the centre, but highly 
vseenlar oroitnd, 'I'he surface was now 
very heaHhy, the pain gone, and the pa- 
tient doing well. The opinion, however, 
wbidh he (Dr. Granville) had formed on the 
subject, after greater experience, was, that 
the jugum would give the practitioner the 
power of excising tbe tumour at once, and 
without gradually regulating the pressure 
by the screws, ss he had done in the pre- 
sent cose, lie was convinced that there 
woetd be no danger from bieinorrhage, and 
hv no ineoJMi awch pniu fS arose from Kga* 
Hires. The- pain at the moment he would 
drown by opium. The opposite sidi in thisr 
young woman was abb affected;^^^^' 
meant to treat it in the same way. Dfi Gran* 
ville stated, that he removed one tuiuour 
only the previous moTiung, which came 
away instantly, and was not followed by s 
drop of blood. 

A Msuwer ccmiidefed foe rupiditym foe 


excision my advantageotis. Ho tbought it 
might be applied wifo great advantage to 
tumours near foe rectum. 

Dr. GRANVM.Lr. stated, tlmtDr. Ley and 
Mr. Arnott were present at one operation, 
and referred to the latter gentleman for his 
opinion of foe inilrument, ' 

Mf. Arnott expresaed himself well laUs- 
fied with it. He had hot* however, had euf^ 
ficient opportunity to enable him to make op 
his mind as to its advantages in all cates. 
Hethouglit, thst for tumours on the ftce, 
where much skin could not be afforded, and 
a great scar must be left, its use was not so 
advisable. 

Dr, Granvi1i.x meant to limit tbe appli- 
cation of the jugum, but, in tbe cases he 
hidmentiooed, was confident it bad great 
advantages. In answer to a queation from 
Mr. North, Dr. Granville reputed bis opi- 
nion, that foe rapid was better than the gra- 
dual excision of tumours. 


MEDICO.BOTANICAL SOCIETY. 

PshrimrylO, 1B89. 

The Lord Bishop of Bath and Weluiu 
the Chair, 

AvTr.a foe Minutes had been read, 

Mr, Per*ira wished to make some ob- 
servations on tbe subject of their confirma- 
tion. 

A debate arose, in which Mr. Morse 
Churchill and Mr. Frost took parts; 
the latter gentleman opposing the right of 
discussion on the minutes. The qnestiott 
was ultimately referred to the Rev. Prelate 
in the chair, wlio derided in foyour of 
Mr. Frost. 

On a proposition being made that Dr. 
Steggall, of Smithfield Bars, should become 
a fellow of the Society, 

Mr. Mouss CiiuiiCHii.1. observed; that he 
considered the proceeding, couneoted with 
this proposition, • most shameful one; 
he would not suffer it to pass, without ex-* 
pressing his opinion that tlm Society was 
disgraced by it. Dr. Steggall had been pro- 
^msed on a ‘former everring by sotne gentle- 
men, amongst whom were two or three of 
those fellows who hid opposed foe ejee-i 
tioti of Mr, Brown, cud the consequence 
was. that, at foe ballot on foe last even- 
iigi l)r. Steggill had been Mackbalfod, 
as an act d nmp npoii hit Propo*. 
sen ; this hid been dene fomgh foe in- 
lluence of Mr. Ftcat. who had formed a 
party for foe purpose. Dr. Stoggall imnti* 
diately ii»t|uired the csaie of hiarri^l08| 
he wM told the ettoumstaneWf and foforiMi 
that he liid Hit 1w»« tfm wy 
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personal objections, tn^ tliBt he might he 
pfopowd ftgtiii ; this he had now hwn by 
tome of the very men who had before r«« 
jeeted him, and he (Mr. Churchill) thought 
the eireumstanoes very diagmeefol. 

Mr* Frost Oftlled MrvChurehUl to order, 
and thought that he ought to be turned out 
of the room, lor m^ng the statements in 
the presenee ei the &r. Prelate in the 
CUftir. 

The debate, which had become extremely 
warm, was ultimately checked by the Chair> 
inau, when 

Mr« F ROST stated, he had been command* 
ed by the Council to inform the Society, that 
they would not, for 4lia future, allow any 
discussion whatever, unconnected with its 
objects, to he carried on during the meet- 
ing. 'i'he Council considered it was con- 
sulting the interests of the Society by coni' 
ing to this determination. 

'ITie Rev. Prelate hoped, tlint the Fel- 
lows would sequiesce in this decision, and 
all that had now passed would be buried 
in oblivion. 

A Paper was retd, entitled Ohsma- 
tious on the Ckmafft^ium OUdum,** by 
Joseph Uoulton, Esq., F.L.S., Associate of 
the Society ; which plant the author, after 
making some observations on the neglect 
into which many of our Indigenous plants, 
once highly valued by medical practitioners, 
Itave fallen, says he has found, in two 
particular eases, to possess the most decided 
emmenagogue powers, which seem to have 
been known to many former writers on tua- 
ieria medica, but wliich have been lately 
much uegleetedr The suthor exhibited to 
the meeting a specimen of extract which he 
had prepared, and in which form he had 
always admiutst|ired this remedy. 

Afiolher paper was read, entitled ** Re- 
marks on the Prunus Qtcitmkh’a,** hr Pro- 
fessor Michtttd Tenors, of l?npl©«.[^ The 
whole of the Continent wais at one time re- 
duced to the itecessity of employing indige- 
nous substitutes for ftireign drugs ; tins 
plant was tbedused at a tubititnte for Peru- 1 
viaa bark, and auceessfally administered in 
numerous eases of tniemittents. A bota- 
nloal description of the tree, nnd a chemical 
anilyids of its ultimate constituents, were 
ftpp^dbd. Thanks were voted in the usual 

elected 

^l^lMusr of" 

I#; .'■■rltewaf 'imd ■■ ik* -n ilUam 

‘Bond 

and Chaiimi Web^p^ iiiaq« 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYStClANiS- 

On Monday evening last, the first itoCet- 
ing or eenvmaslong of tbc Royal College of 
Physicians, Of the present Sesiion, was 
held at the CoUege , Palt^maU, Easti and Was 
very numerously attended, 

Dr. Matou presided, and Dr. Mkcmicbaei 
read a paper, drawn up by the late Dr. 
Bsillie, “ On Paraplegia;” also a pi^, by 
Dr. Gregory, On Aillpox ” showing the 
prevalence ’of the disorder daring the lhat* 
year.snd the number ofcases in the Sbiailpolc 
Hospital. The eases were pritteiOilly sup* 
plied from the neighbouring eounnea. Where 
; smslipox has been very prevalent, fidffolk 
I aiforded by fir the greatest number ofcases ; 

I and as no eircumstmccs occurred to in vail* 

! date the prophylactic powers of vacclnsfddn,' 
! it would seem that the medical men of that 
I county have shown some degree of remiss- 
I ness in the performance of their duty. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 


VRACTVRS or TRP. SBVtnTB Alin EIGIITir 
noasii. VBRTEBas:. 

ITtth Paralyiii of efts lower half Bodif , , 

D’ubcatim of the Hoad of the Fmnr, mid; 
^r$t Bone of the Sternum, 

WihUAM Fsav, mtat. 3B, a bricklsyer,^ 
was admitted into Rahere’s Ward i Jan. 6th, 
at 3 o’clock, under the care of Mr. Lawrence, 
ill a state of insensibility, having fallen from 
the roof of a house three stories high, ia 
Fetter Lane. Me was taken to a surgeoa 
in the ueiglihourhood, and brought - from 
thence to the Hospital. Mr. Burnett, the 
houm^ surgeon j saw him when admitted, andl 
discovered an irregularity about the 7tli dor« 
sal vertebra. Tliere was also t lacerated 
wound of tlie integuments coveAng tbo' 
metitarsal bone and first pbalanges of the 
great and next toe. The wound wii dreiiM 
ed, and s dose of house physio ordered* The 
pulse feeble. 

T, Compliins of ptin and difficulty in 
breathiag. There is total loss of sensation 
and motion of all parts below tlieumbili- 
ioas. The body is cold, particukrly the 
Jewcv extretnitiesi Pulse still feeble, but 
SSfOlDs to hate rallied a little sinee tester- 
dOy« Ibe uriiio h** drawn ofir night 
mid inoraiag, and the bouse physic repeated 
this morning, bnt no motion obtained. Mr;* 
Lawrence Rlw hita,to diy, and ordered ea-^ 
IttiMd and jalap, ihotild tlie house phyaie 
not iotiliorily* 
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8. SleptiHltle i» the »ight« »««h 
p»m ftboat th« aaiddk of tbe btck thii moro- 
ing, pwtiooliiW wb«a <ke »on» noved him 
Oft hit lide. T U« bowelt wted Uit night 
ftfter the eelotnel end jeJtp, end egein ihU 
norning » inTolunterUj* The lower extre- 
a^tiee tm atiU cold, end the p«l»« feehle. 

9* Wei very teedeie hit night There 
u KOTO power in the pulee, end the lower 
ftxtnniitieeferiwftnaer. The cirootetionie 
illogether Bkore Tigorotte; hreething very 
peinfttl end diffieolt 

13. Remeint in » fyimilMr etete. The 
itfhM diftwn off, end tiie feoee pau ineo- 
IvateiUy. The urine latterly hee eeqoired 
the ameU. rnlee weaker *, 

eomtoneaee ebking ; eomplaitti of moch 
pun in the right eide. 

15. The pein end tigbtneie of the cheat ere 
BOW rery diitreeaing ; breathing qniek end 
diionlt, with frequent coughing; bowele 
jW fh net 

17, Can acareely breathe witbontcongh* 
ing ; ptdae eery quick and fheble : eoun. 
teniBce muoh eank. 

19. Died last night at half*put ten 
o’clock. 

F«W>ftiirt<M Efaminathm el Two tl'Qodt* 
Blood extiemated into the substance of 
the Biiiiclee of the back, around the seat of 
ittiory. The rini, articular proeesaea, and 
h^y of the 7 th, with the auperior articular 
proceas of the 8th dorsal vertebra, free- 
tered. Slight effueion of blood upon the 
th^ Tertebralia. A considerable quantity 
of bloody eerum eacaped, on aeparating ^e 
•raebntnd steaabrane from the ehord, which 
was found in tfata aituation, completely 
broken down and diaorganiaed, having been 
pseasod tipon by the fraeturid rim of the 
7th rertobra, being quite pultaceoua at the 
•eat of injury, ana ao/tened both above and 
below, oipectaUy for aoste little disunce 
bdiow, and preeeniing here and there, when 
CBt into, imtchea of coagulated blood, which 
bad boon effuaed into ita structure. Ott 
learning tbe sternum, with the carti 
lagM of Ike ribi, for the purpose of exam 
ifting the cheat, the upper portion of thit 
b ftfto waa found dielocatcd from tlie eecond, 
lod a Itfgo qtmtitity of blood diecovered in 
the ri|^ cavity of the cheet* Blood waa 
also oliiaed into the cellular texture of foe 
pericaidlnm. A ouriotti ft^pearanoe pro* 
•ented ilaelf b the Wft bng,a sortof ^- 
n^ix, shoot two iiichee and a half , in 
C^fo, and one b breadth, |* ib baee. 
gradually narrowing towaide a fkanrt, wti 
aliacb^ to ita lower «n-attr«|^ 

appertmtly , to form a tlijod fob*. Ibe 
nnoauni appeamnee b foo poeitioa of foe 
righi lower e«»iniiy l^vbg excited the 
atteatba of one or two p(iaeai» foo l»b 
bobg ihovto&ed and everted, a disMCtfoa 


of the upimr part of foo fotgb wai com* 
menced, and foe heed of the foiagr waa foea 
found to be reatbg on foe body of foe 
pubes. On further examination* foo lig^ 
mentum teres waa leett to he rupte^i and 
foe upper and btemal poiitioa of fo® 
of foe acetabulum broken away, thebaad of 
the hone having been foruit upwaide aad 
forwards. There was tbe uonal effuaiim of 
blood bto foe mnacular and Ugsewntona 
itructUTOS around. The external aurla^ of 
the brab preaented foe strongeet marka of 
nervous turgeecenco, with much effusiou of 
I lymph beneath foe arachnoid. The internal 
parts of it were not oxamined. By aonm 
' neglect, also, tbe bladder wanot exambed. 
Neither the dislocation of the atemum nor 
femur waa diacovered before death. 

hbmoval or a caxciuoiiatoox otexXA* 

SATiox OP TBi wiwra PALPianA. 
George Smith, mt. 54. waa admitted bto 
I Henry the Eighfo’a Ward, Jan. 9, with aa 
irregular indurated ulceration of the lower 
palpebra, evidently caroinomatoua, extend* 
mg on each aide to the anglti of the eye- 
lids. About seven years ago, it ^gan in 
foe shape of a amall pimple, m hw* g™"®- 
aily attained its pnment stale. Occamon- 
ally it had been pabCul, but generally eaiy* 
V arioua remedies had been used. Ordered 
jcooq9.poitu, and house-phyaic. 

14. At half-past one o’clock, Mr. Law- 
rence removed the lower palpebra. extend- 

■ ing the incision around the anjjj^ea, and up- 
I wards, over foe external and internal fourth 
of the upper eyelid, leavbg foe two middle 
fourtha. The operation was a delicate and 
I tedious one. A piece of Uni, spread with 
cerate, waa directed to be placed betweoB 
foe middle pendulout portion of the upper 
eyelid, and foe cut auriaceof the lower one, 
iiid a wet cloth to belaid over foe whole. 

15, Faased a tolerably good night ; ibero 
ia some Util© tumefaction and redness of foe 
integuments around, hut cmnpltbs of tittle 
pain. Bowelsnotopen. Mouse nhyaic. 

«4. The feme dressings have been con- 
I tinned op to foe present time. In^ma- 
lion of foe conjunctiva came iw withb foese 
last few days, and foe pain baa protoafod 
sleep at nights. Tbeie it now some degree 
of cltemoaia prtfeai, but ilb patienVd^ 
notat preaeut complain of pib, nnlfil wb#« 
tbe eye ia expoaed to foe light. The aoB^ 
ie quite ebar, and foe wound boki healfoT. 
Byfoo^l^^ 

«d turfitoea, at the anglea of the pnlptliai^ 
lfo^ aiiiwtofo b mnoh oonHiotoi a ntf 
imrilopywbebgliftjaiiioba^ 
for a toform uao of foe ayoj ; ; ^ # 

Tbo parta am vaiy nwfy b^ad, and foa 
^ “ ^foa ciinjiwiift much H* 
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WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


Ahy DaY| ttUtis 17, a pletliorie, aan- 
gttineoua gill) admitted into Aati'a Ward, 
uoder Dr. Jolni Bright, 10th Mav, 18^8. 
About fourteen daf a preYioua to admiaiion, 
tie uaual tympioms of fever appeared ; the 
patient applied for advice to a quack, who 
continuea to treati or rather midtreat her, 
until thia date. 

On her drat appearance, the fdUowing 
iyiuptoma were extant; face doidiedt and 
pungently hot to the touch ; expreaaion of 
featurea aomhre *, iridea senaitive. She an- 
awera all ^ueatUma rationally, hot cannot fix 
her attention on any aobject for a moment ; 
pain of head ;laaaitude ; occasional alight ri- 
goura; respiratton Tariahle ,calm and equal one 
moment, hurried, irregular, and unequal the 
next; pulae 130, email, weak, and inter* 
initUng; tongue tremulous, brown, and 
glaay ; lips and guma covered with black 
aordea ; the howela atated to be open, and 
Mcretion of urine acanty ; the akin dry, of 
unequal temperature, burning hot in patchea, 
and elsewhere cold. The following reme- 
diea were immediately ordered by Mr. Ed- 
wards : a clyster of salt, olive oil, and gruel 
immediately ; a pill of«foor graina of calomel 
and a grain of opium afteruirde ; and this 
draught every four hours, j 

Ejpiom taU$, a drachm. j 

Dilute vitriolwacidt 10 minima* 

Infufian rowi, 1 oa« Mix. A hot bath. 

May 11. Complatna of a sensation of 
atraitoesa aoroes the cheat; pain of head 
thminialted ; alight ineoherency ,of action ; 
pulse 100, stronger ; akin noiformiy hot* 
Bled from the cephalic median vein to 14oa.; 
the clvator to be repeated occatioaally ; ten 
grains of oabmel to be taken directly, and 
strong purging mixture every now and then. 
Barley water , qualified with sugar and mu* 
fistic acid, to be used aa common drink. 

It. The patient paited a restless night, j 
eccisionalty delirious ; towardi moning, 
coUMtoae muUeriuga j hands in uerpetud 
SMtion ; bowela op^, atools fetid and 
dsrk*eoloured ; akin hot. 

A blist^ to the back of the neck, 
•snapiatiia «h Bie legs, sad a diaphoretic mix- 
ilii Ihreiy six bouM^^^^ A grain of ojanm 
ixdAvugvtoof caioaial to he taken directly. 

ia« ; pupUf 

dililed $ palie 140^ mmII | aOier ifa^tomi 

■■;^hhaliared.:r-i ■■ ^ v:- 

V 7, leit iolivei piipfli 

inore •emdhle'; pulee ItO, ftdhrf.'' Twaaiy 
#op» of kdida»iwi;«ikd tiveaty elaatimonig 

14^ asaiv»4ii^^ 
into eMht r iiidei 


haa ceased ; breithttg; Uboared and dew, 
efEsctuating avcry dsatiikoi" ndemnqiieux 
pulse not peiteptibie ; she expired at noon. 

Iwtpection uf ih* Mo^ (iMiUy-atne Hours 

On removing the calvarium, the aienin* 
geal arteries, and their aateUite veins, were 
found turgid. The tunica arachncidea, be* 
tween the bemiapheret, injected wiBi red 
blood. The pta mater appeared a fine weh 
of scarlet vessels. A large secretion of pna 
had taken place between arachnoid tunic 
and pia mater, at the base of .the hraia, in* 
f eating the pituitary gla^d, and the parts 
contained within the circle of Wihia ; thhi 
■ecretion was traceable along the cottrae of 
the middle cerebral arteries into the deep 
convolutions, at the sides of the cerebrum ; 
and, in the trajet of the poatericHr cerebral 
arteries, into the plexus choiotdea upwards, 
through the inferior boms of tlie lateral ven- 
tricles. A general turgescence was dis* 

' coeerable throughout the vaaedlar i^atem of 
the brain ; the medullary aubataa^ peen* 
liarly aoft in the thorax ; the lungs were 
found distended with blood of a dark eokew, 
but their structure was unaffected ; the mu* 
coos membrane of the trachea and bronchi 
much injected, and the heart appmeutlT 
healthy. rr- / 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

EPILEPSY. — AKNE’s WAEOy MO. 1. 

Emma Waymam, mu 18, admitted m 
Thuraday, February 5, under the care of 
Dr. Hoou. The patient atoted that shefivat 
became subject to fits during the period of 
dentition, but felt nothing of them after* 
wards, eEoept an occasional rising in the 
throat, until about fourteen years atnee. 
when she had an attack of typhus yttwr, and 
the fits returned, They again left her, how- 
ever, and she experienced nothing but an 
occasional senaatum in the throat, which 
has alwaya continued. About £ve or six 
years since, the £ti returned, without any 
apparent cause, and have coatinued fiom 
that time. She says she now hai them tnm 
once or twice, to aix or seven timea a diy, 
and aeldom j^a more than one day without 
an attacks is generally aware wlien a fit 
is eomtitgoo, from addftional pain in the 
head, tad the rimug in the throat, and can 
than prevent herself ftom falHngv by leaning 
«» the table { but ocearionally &!li down 
iuddenly. ITto fUa continue ftom half an 
Hour lean hour, and always conm <m if riba 
deea not evacuate her uriiie at toou aa she 
frelaan inclination , Menatruatea regularly. 
Hat iwamall qnantifiea; hat eoaatant imuii 
ovarlhi fotehead ; pupila not dilated ; i^* 
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petite good ; bow<ds teovod oVei^ ilteiiiiite 
day ; palto ItO, aoft» «od not full ; nays abe 
often cries on recovoriogfirote a fit. Ordered 
to apply twenty leeches to the temples. 
Castor oil, half an ounce, 

Oil of lurpentine, four drachms, to-morrow 
ffioniing.~-Milk diet, 

6. Had no return of fits since odiulssion ; 
but says she felt a slight giddiness ihiji 
luomifig ; pain in the head soiuewhat re- 
lieved since the application of the leeches. 
Bowels have not been^ied on. 

7. Had three fits liht evening; took a 
dose of house medicine, which operated 
oeveTal times during the night. 

Asimmtated copper, half a grain, three timet 
a day. 

jEatiwf ^ eolccyntk, witk blue pill, three 
graitti every other night. 

Pulse 80, soft and compressible, 

9, Has bad no return of fits since Friday 
etrmiii^. A mmoniated copjKr increased to 
one grain thrfie times a day. 

10, Had no return of fits ; headach gone, 
tad quite free from pain. Bowels open, 
pnliesofu 

colic fROM LEAU. 

Bobert Home, a><t. S6, a glass-cutter, in 
the habit of using while lead, w ai admitted 
into Edward’s \Vard. under ilie care of Dr. 
Hoots, on Thursday the oih of February. 
Had bad pain in the abdomen for three 
weeks past; it became more violent on 
Sunday last, and was attended by vomiting, 
wliich continued up to tiic time of admission. 
Abdominal muscles sUongly cootracted, and 
the pain so severe, as to cause him to ' 
writhe in great agony. Pain somewhat re> 
Heved by pressure ; has had no sUml since 
Tuesday, and then but one. Pulse 80, fulh 
but soft ; tongue white, and loaded. Or* 
dered, a warm bath immediately; aud 
Cakmd, 10 grains, with 
Opium, 4 grains, afterwards. 

C^ur 0 ^ 1 ounce, willi 
Oil of turpentme, 1 drachm, every four 
hours, until tlm bowela are opened. 
Milk diet^ 

<>* Haa experienced but trifling relief, 
tboagh tlm bowela have been freely acted os. 
Wsi m bath repeated. 

Ertrect of henbtsit. H gratna. 

Feds rather better, 

7 . A blitter to tl»e abdomen , asd te take 
Biltttid luiphttrie erid^ Id minimi, half 
a drachm of tinctuvi 
hours. 

9. Bowels open, free from pihi, mid, iu 
every respect, much belter ; eottpliise only 
of weakness. 

10. Considerably betteif ; uemdy eonin* 

eicent} ootepiaias Oily of fwiknesm 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


Jccid$)Us admitted durit^ the wude, under the 
cars of Mr, Morgan. 
dicddsiil Injury to the knee. 

Contused abound of the leg. 
Fractured humerus. 

Injury to the ancle. 

Injury to the spine. 

Chapel lFmd--Fraclttred patella. 

Born. 

LukeU IFnrd— Injury to the testes* 


AMPUTATlOK, 

Tuesday, February 10th, Mr. Branshy 
Cooper performed the flap operation below 
the knee on a middle-aged man of healthy 
appearaucc. The limb w^as removed in a 
short time, but some difficulty was exp- 
rienced in securing the arteries, which 
occupied a considerable time, and about 
twelve ounces of blood were lost. 


GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY. 


IMPROVEMENT IN Tlfa OPtnATtNO THE- 
ATRE — NEOIECT or TBK LAWS OP THK 
H OSP IT A I A M P U r AT 1 Olt . 

SrNDAY, January 18, 1879. It wa* gene- 
rally understood that to-di»y there would be 
an amputation of a man’s tJiigh, by l>r, 
CoufKfr ; iccordingly a great number of*m* 
dents assembled some time before the ope^ 
rating hour, to wiiuess it. As for myself, 
I was carried to the (grating tlieatre, more 
by the wislies of a friend than wy own ; for 
frequent diaftmudutmenta in my endeavour- 
ing to aeo the operaltona performed, bad 
almost sickenod ite at the idet of another 
attempt. Altlwugh thew weremimy befbra 
me. 1 was still i^y esough to gtti stit 
fofficieutly near to emihie me to see whaf 
was going on. unWes seme unlucky wlfhl 
should, m the mesn liteei if^ in Wtweim 
me and the patieui, ifOrd a tratid* 
toua and unwished-for ouMrtiiiiiy of vliW« 
ing the heautiei of a weMado tul t 
deliberate temlwy ol ilo pestmi^ ^t of 
iue^iM% weB-texteil pi^ 
for the tuiultir atepa’ of an importint opeto* 
My esfcwlititeM bei»g tny thing but 
•Mfteue, my iurprlie emdfy be 
imed, Whitt; ittiteil of the itettM mw4 
round the table, of turgeteii, droswfs^cWfhi^ 
oodviaitete^bfoeorydo^ j 

teoMfitttteM itttfhitiuwo, 
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so that every one saw what was going on. 
Perhaps it acaicely bo conceivable how 
twenty individuals could be acconiiuodated 
in a circle, the radius of which cannot, cer- 
tainly, be more ibau eight feet ; but such an 
occurrence did undoubtedly tahe place. Dr. 
Caupei and Mr. Co wan deserve the tlianki 
of every aludent attendiug tlie Hospital for 
ll^e cliange, for, to their good sense and 
feeling, we are no doubt indebted for 
the nmendment. This was the first opera- 
tion wJiich had taken place since the ap- 
pearance of a letter in ISie Lancet on the 
subject, which, though ahoit enough, was, 
it seeius. sufi&ciently long to effect its pur- 
pose. There needs not one word of com- 
ment to he added on the subject. The slu- 
deuls have for years murmured respecting 
thie abuse ; they hissed and hooted loud 
enough, to he sure, but as one generation 
weiit away, and another succeeded that 
which was gone, they' still found the abuse 
continue, and if it had. not been publicly 
noticed, it w^ould, iu all probability, Lave 
continued to exist, t hope tiie efforts of 
TueLancki in this instance, will always 
be attended ivith a result as happy, unex« 
pocted. and beneficial. 

Before saying any thing of the patient or 
the operation, it should be mentioned, that 
the day previous to the removal of hia limb, 
bring at his bed-side, 1 happened to cast 
iny eyes to the ticket utlached to his 
bed, and— will it he believed 1 although 
he had been admitted on the Wednesday 
before, 1 found the following description, 
“ liobert Leggate, admitted December 
27 ih, 1828 ulcers, aecoudary syphilis.’’ 
This ticket had belonged to tbe man who 
had occujdcd the same bed before the ad- 
misaiou of the present patient ; but al- 
though this is a glaring, it is not the 
only, instance of carelessneas and neglect 
on the part of the gentleman whose duty it 
is to attend to such things. Some few days 
before, I counted, on one side alone, of Ward 
6, no less tliait six beds w^auiiug 
tickets. It is one of th« regulations of the 
HospUal, the name, date of adiuissioa, 
and disease of each patient, should be mark- 
ed on a ticket, snd attaohed to hia bed. On 
tho fulftlmeot of tlm fibt two of these in- 
jondtidn*. tbO pwidls Jjste • right to insist, 
to oRf^O ten, without troubling tiie pa- 
iliift, to tOfer his SOSO in the journals ; 
hot ah to the hud; of llto threei of course, it is 
bil^ to hO M of two 

ovHs, and xather want too namo of a disease, 

. wlto'ab:. ' wo. 

;fho;Directitf«,>eforf 
liddtiofi, sltodld w neitos- 

oitjf of alwovi appointing clarka ospablo of 
obeying totir orders. 

: M^Conper, 

wtto 


pegtedly n patient in too Hosifitsl heibro,* 
and now coino to hove too Uinb removed. 

Cmnpression was made on the femoral 
artery by Dr- AucUinloss, with his thumb. 
The operation was performed at the supe- 
rior third of the thigh, by too double flop, 
witb Lisfrunc’s knile, the usual instrument 
in almost every case of toe kind which occurs 
in toe Hospital. The outer fiap was formed 
first, and the inner iinmedistely ato'rwaids. 
A gush of blood took place from toe divided 
femoral artery, which, however, waa in*- 
stantly taken hold^f by Mr. Cowon, <md 
compressed till Dr^ouper applied a liga- 
ture ou its extremity. A scalpel was now 
carried round tlm b<ine, so as to divide the 
muscles that still remained attached to ita 
surfaco, and the retractor put on to remove 
toe integuments out of the way of toe saw. 
The bone at this part was thickened, and 
i^peared, from the esse with which it was 
divided, to be much softer thsn is natural. 
Light vessels were secured, and toe fiaps 
brought togetlier. Iu the desgripdoa of an 
operation, there is seldom any notice taken 
of the dresaiug, toe neaUteas of wbicb, in 
the present instance, 1 could not hut ad- 
mire. 

The man having been put to bed, an in* 
cisiou was made through toe moaeles on 
the anterior pint of the thigh, and the joint 
laid open. I'here was an abscers extending 
for a considerable distauoe between the 
muscles situated intern ully, which Dr, 
Coupur, however, suppoacddid not commu- 
nicate with the joint, the cardlages of which 
were ragged and ulcerated. The bone, on 
its jxmtermr aspect, was denuded of its pe- 
riosieum. It was, throughout, Soft and 
thickened. Dr. Couper intimated his in- 
tention of making a sectioa of the bones, 
and showing them to the atudeuu at a fu- 
ture opimrtuuity. 


BOYAL WESTBaN UOSPlTAl., 

To tk§ Editor of The Lancet, 

Sir, — You have thought proper in tout 
last Number to observe, that *' yottbelieva 
the certificatos of auendsiice oa toe surgical 

practice of iho Western Hostutol, 

received by toe College of Surgeons.” To 
this stateintut I beg to hbaarve, that tweJie 
OioNtki not having elapsed since the Hospital 
W'ss opuua4 Ito too ffiception ^ 4 hmdrod 
pauents, witow hundred and five beds, pu- 
pili catULUtiOi have jnresented certlficaies 
so far your statement toat they “art 
bot” received^ ir per^fectly coiirect; but 
lest, any iu%ht; misUto aeutenoe, «r» 
notf tor wtii not, and as too subject hu 
been introduced, b sh|U irespast on your 
protossed iude|>eadeiice» witti abrief account 
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i)r tbe reisofti lyttknid % ^ 

(Ilf Coll«i:e fer m wcojf- awwi ii^ i*#* «€tiooi« 

bM tbit Hoifitil. Att^ 

saicr:^»‘5sriJ'i;'s 

iDtwritj of them to oiben, tbtt wbea it Si«,— Y on tro , ptritiM, twtW ^st of 

cine wiim tlieirby4sW) it wm oHtttiijr Itit iiDuwi« bit%^ w^ to w Webb* 
reeogaitfd* The exeusee (ioditidoall;) itreet School of Anitony* which; it wet 
tboT bife eiten tie, ut, Thit ibej? never ^ted ti the commencinentof the nwoii, 
pAon recogoiMd hoy hupital ) would be ojwa to ihe iti^to 

they doubted the eubility of this hosjiittl ; utd I be liere ntay eotefed nider tbii idet, 
3dly, Thttilthough it conttioedupw^i of md oo thtt tccoont. I cw» howew, tiy, 
t hundred bedi,(iccor^g to their by-liwj thtt iutetd of the tbove being the 
yet tbit they were fct all occupied; 4lb, ctse, it it tlwiyt oloied, ewept whet the 
mt the beds were too dote. The firet h%b and mighty enter it theffindm, tad 
excuM ii not worth i comment When itudentt tre, and I haee be«n» tetoaUy re* 
they adraneed the lecond, “ That they futed adiuitsion by Mr, Appleton ; when, 
doubted iti aiabUity, Ac,*’ his Majesty waa upon queationing hit authonty* he declared 
BOiittpatron, the Dohe ofWebbgton wm that it waa the expreia older of Meaan, 
not ill Preaideni, the Right Hon. Robert Grainger and Pilcher, This loots like a 
Feel, and thirty, at leaat, of the principal hole and corner proceeding. Let tl^ 
noMhty, were not ita Vice*PreaidenU ; at gentlemen recollect n|;«n what priodple 
that tsme it wu a private eauhtiihment, toeir school was established by the late and 
now it it at public a one aa any in thia regretted Kdward Grainger: was it not to 
metropolis : wilt they now dan doubt its hurst the barriers of a ayatemof monopoly 
•tabifityt The third excuae, »* That the and hombog practised upon the poor borough 
beds were not all oocupied/' 1 am inclined siudenti And will they profane thia iudi- 
to think, will be conaidered by every mau vidual'a memory by perverting his good 
of an independent spirit, asfuule apleaaa and laudable object 1 Is thii the Webb* 
was ever made; when it ia recoliected, aticetSchoolt 
lat| That we have had ieventy*five patients A Pc Pit. 

at a time in the boapital ; tdly, That oU the 

beds are ready for patients j 3dly, 'Phat 

none have ever been yefuaed admission*, 

4*lily. Th« ene of their o«a xecoptiied rnmtlfWni«nPNT8 

hoapitals* containa only /oriy iiogreat Mi! CORRESrOIryfcKfS, 

Aa to the ** beds being too close," they — 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


dldl^NOn k*” “ •’«»<«! W, „riJy ,iri, a„t MB. of O.T COT^ 

oo^ot, ,, th.to.ldi«g .,.aioiedi«e y . little more p.li«.c. It 

fiarrzrcrrs 

i« j^prolyWWy. liB, to per... io tbrw. Vet *. «« 

tftypoixl.; I »» te !_ytm, they w. l ^ d«:ia. oathemoiiUof 

»t a.i* to iefui..tjivcetti6c.te,; for. 0- .,uJlf,i«upyi 08 «!«r.lid«»l»of|»pe,, 
thoogh it u ™i»We" they 1 , 0 . ,« .» ^.j^-irnd ii tom-r.or the ooo^bL 

taiy, • 1 shall maintain my rights, and th- VM^togi^Cd'^B E.X" 

teach torn not to break those wrolg, we find, inatyUngm 

targets Sect to y, I).«Mtot»*tot. 

4 k« r» hatiBCfolh, the popilt lotee wdoBOirii^ 

Itiemuehtoher^rettod thtollr. 

hen toe CtmeA, I eowrttoi the higheti vi,B, j, not «^inwd to tU otoce. - 

YMi!r.'.,f!M.nilionr .nrirlint « X.” ThO OpWlioO W» 

Ym ift) Aedtooteen^t, ^ httoghog mum Sit «<j6w 

tr TTii,..rP r r..,.or Bt,..t hi® dtoO J do »« OWA Wp» »l tt# IWplt 

aqumrep reOe V, aoxv. . St aff ' 

■•' Four of the aa^eoMOf «hiji Houpittl 

havinf been eonfi^d by Act of Pai|it* ^ V Ji. a V 

muJ^vu, emu lUM ^'*** ** 
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LECTURES 

OH TMt 

pliB^SES OF WOMEN AND CHILDEBN. 

ptLlVfcHEU AT (iVV*I HOSPITAL DY 

DR, BLUNDELL, 
LECTUEtXVL 

0/ (A< BladiUtt and wm Dimus tepkkh it u 
Habit; 

m Bupiurtrf ihe Miiidder 

. Or t!ie lilftdUer, i» women, it may be 
proper to remaric, tbai it is a inuteolo*mem« 
branous reccptaole, wbicb, wben ooiitracted, 
lies ooucen^ed belutad the i^mpbyaia pubis ; 
and idien dilated, adraoeeft forward and be* 
conuea largCi containiD||, occasionally, nearly 
two gaUout of water ; of coorse tnia is tbe 
effect of 0Yer*dist»ntibn, It ia of three 
timica that the bladder if compoaed, at 
least aeeording to the British accoucheur; 
and the distinction U aufiicientlv minute for 
all pracUeat purposes i in terDanyi it ia in- 
vested by its mucous memhraaO f exter- 
nally, it i» partially severed with perito- 
neum, tad intermediately rottbaye nume- 
roui muicuUMr fibres mnginf in nil dime- 
tlona ; and, of eourae , wb«a tlmy eontract, 
Rm d^eni^i of tbe bladder are, in every 
Tbe pe- 

Vitpnetim fnmiibetf a yery partial coat for 
bidder i ooveript merely tbe back part 
tb^iindyiNBd wwe tbe neck idl 

Ube wbelr of the bront» lie bare. 

Ik covered by perito* 

' 'eettular 

“■teTbwofb- 
iAtorthi' 
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ureters, there are generally two, opening 
into tbe back pait of tbe bladder, at the 
stdea ittferiorly, so tbat there are three 
apertures ; the two orifices of the ureters, 
and the orifice of the urethra internally, 
formbg the points of a small triangle. 
When the bladder is dilated, it fills op ihe 
abdomen much in tbe same way tliat the 
womb would do, perhaps oeeupying one* 
third, or one-half, of the front and middle 
part of the cavity ; hut wlieu coniracted, it 
ilea belund the symphyaia pubts, and, at 
all timea, the back part of the neck of the 
IMder is lying on the front and superior 
part of the vagina. And hencei if an exa* 
mieation of the bladder is to be made, you 
may ptaa the finger Up to tbe anterior and 
upper por don of tbe vagina, and tbna aacer* 
tain its condition almoat as well as if tbe 
finger were within it ; this is a factof wbich 
all are not awt^e, and a fact of cmssiderable 
im^rtance in bbatetric practice. 

I send you round a Riming of the sym* 
physis pubis, and tbe internal paits^f^the 
pefvia. (Dr- Blundell explained the differ* 
ent parts oC tbe painting.) 

Here is a preparatioo of the bladder over* 
distended, and burst on its peritoneal sur* 
face, which is lemarkable, fur that is tlie 
•trottgeat wde. The bsek, wbicli is covered 
with peritoneum, is amootb, snd the front, 
covered with cellular web, is rough. The nest 
two prepararions exhibit tlie same parts. 

lUttntim Urin«.—As men aruUalde to 
retentiona of urine, so also are women, hot 
from csuims much lew grave. In women, 
the retention of urine is of two kinds, par* 
rial and complete, nod very important the 
distinetioiis are. Fatieou we aomeiimts 
meet wirit bibouring nnder a eom^e relen* 
tion of tha nrine, so that not a dr^ oomea 
away, tlm abdomen, in the coursn of two or 
three dayi^ lookiug Hke a ease of aacites, 
pariicidariyif a woman have home any 
ebihifeb* > With tbit eondliion of the blaa* 
tboto^ i^^^ aliibt deliriiiini akivera, 
hnat^ and a pmaml^ in the nrinute; the 
patieat, perhaps, ou account idt her de- 
ririum» giriag but an dhaoure hiatory of her 
Otto ; and fisueingg odour, and much paia of 
the abdomeb and of the bladder. An an« 
ootteheor of experience* meeting with a csio 
«T 
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of this sort, Trill soon lesra its nstore ; tmd 
emiie inexperienced, finding tlist no water 
has passed for two oi three days together, 
can scarcely mistake the case for dropsy of 
the peritonenm. 

But more frequenld^ W'n are nieetis^witli 
cases of partial retention, and of a very de* 
ceptive kind ; the patient may tell you that 
idle cannot retain the water, because it is fre« 
quently gushing from her, or dripping away 
COnttnually, so that your first impression is, 
that i^e labonrs under inc<mtineoee, for W8« 
ter never paases in a pk nary stream, and in 
iaege aseasufs, st once. If at this time you 
ky the hand on the ibdomea, you find it is 
large, as if it were secitio ; and it fisctuates 
TSfy distitrcily ; sod there may bt tender- 
ness sod pain, and forcings, and rigours, and 
fever, wiikh are characteristic the dis. 
esse^ and hcdp to distifiguisli it from ordi- 
nary j^ritoneal dropsy. Now and then 
there is a sweUiog of the legs, psrticttlarly 
if the Wtnaaa be pregnant, so that if you 
aSfe at aUk the dark, as to Uia nature ot tlie 
disease, you still retain a wrong notion of it. 
You began with the suspicion that the wo- 
man was incapable of retaining the urine, 
and you now fall into the opinion tliat she 
kboura under an ascites. Yhere ia a case 
leitted by Sir Richard Crof^ in wduich, 
usdmr partial retention, the urine had been 
gradually accomulaUag for foar or five weeks 
together, the abdomen at length becoming 
asceedingly distended ; for k these cases, 
the water issuing morsslowlf by the urethra 
kau it enters by the \ireters, there is a con- 
tinual, but gradual and slow increase of the 
quantity. Thus ia the case referred t§, the 
uribe accumulated to the measure of nearly 
two gallons. Nor is it alone wiUi inconti- 
nence, or peritoneal ascites, that this disease 
may be coufoended, for the abdomen being 
ten^r and painful ia high degree, with 
rigomr and fever, and the patient continually 
writhing aud coro^sking, we may get s 
nolioo that ke labtton tukti: sbcbiniaid 
ktlaanatkn, joined with suppuntioD or 
spasms, WeU, then, hsra, perk^s, you wiO 
ask me iioW it isthat we are to know at the 
bed-side the nelurs of m auction so feUa- 
cions, sfsgnilaUng at toiae the aymptoiM of 
utfiasamstion, drspsy, and uikary inconri- 
nence. Why, by the folkwkf diignostkst 
tlmt tliere is a reton^ of the urine; we 
ought always to fttspect, piprided we dk- 
oover a large inlwneiileMe ef lbs abdoinen, 
doetuant and aeoemiiMkied witli niM) psk^ 
tendenSss, and fotokfa, aik jik 
mynroamabiy saspecti fbat k a pen^ 
siderable ^quantity of acoulSiditod lirifiv*^ 
provided tlm water do not isaito at or 
provided it is isstting k a vetiy maofi stre^ 
or hy drops invrdunlarily , or in ocetoionsl 
gttsiiei, and all thia in eo^notieii wRlt a 
large, tendtr, pakfal, and mtatuatiiig ibdo*: 


men. If, in these cases, you are told that 
the patient can pass the water, let it be sub- 
mitted to inspection, and take care that it is 
the secretion of the patient that is produced 
to you, as the nuries sra not always to be 
reUed upon in this pokt Now, if you find 
that the urine issues in copious stream, 
there is no danger, but if there is no dis- 
charge at nil, or only a very small dis- 
charge, then there maybe a retention, 
which may rapture the bladder, ualess flie 
patient is relieved. Again, wben you sus- 
pect that there is a retention of tkuirine, 
introduce the catheter, and this instrument, 
properly managed, will prove an excellent 
diagnostic. In passing the instrument, 
however, do not slide it into the womb, and 
dram' off the liquor amsnii in mistake for the 
urine; be careful, too, not to urge it up- 
ward too forcibly, so as to force it through 
the hack port of the urethra into the vagina, 
in place of the bladder ; in pasamg it gently, 
be careful, however, that it is passed suf- 
ficienily high, m dubious cases especially, 
for sometimes you may juet reach to the 
entrance of the bladder, and there stop abort ; 
remember that the cs^ter should be clean, 
its npertiires, eight or ten in number, all 
open, its calibre dwir, and the stylett with- 
drawn; retollect also, ritst from over-dia- 
teniion, Uie bladder is sometimes paralytic , 
and, therefore, even though tlie catheter be 
fairly introduced into its cavity, the urine 
may not readily flow away; all thi.sbear in 
mind, and then if tlie catheter he introduced 
with all these cautious, you will find it an ex- 
cellent diagnostic. One other caution I 
ought to mention, which ia, that sometimes 
there is a deep mucous follicle by the side 
of tlie urethra, perhaps an inch dr more ia 
its jirofundity, and into this the catheter 
may pass, you mistaking it for the urethra ; 
and, os no urine fiows, you may then per- 
suade yourself Uiat iheio is no atanimuia- 
tion of it; inffammation of the bladder, if 
not rapture, being the consequence of the 
error. Hera, then, is the tnswer which I 
would give io the question before projiosed. 
—How is it that we are to know at the bed- 
side the nature of the affhotioal^The le- 
teation is known by the intumetceiice end 
ffoctuation of the abdomen; by a total 1^-. 
teution of urine, or an involontaty ^subeiie 
by dribbling or by guriies ; by there beiiif, 
in tie chaia,ber no Iiirge measure ef kiut, 
passed at oae tome by tite ptisAt 
pleiwy stoesA ; mdby thelriWe ofaftow 
of nrke, toe eetluter have, with 

all due eautUttf, kieit introduced into toe 
bltdder. Remombef tU theee dkgnostk 
symptoms. fataUoiMequenm may reeuU 
from a want of sagacity here* 

HgtoiRtoa ^ tlie. tiriae may arise feom a 
variety of ceufms, requiring a cotretpend- 
kg olt ,«totob cMses 1 toaill men- 
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tioQ tlio inor«?iinportait in women. Beten* 
tions ooQur •ometimes in coneequence of a 
goneml oonetriotion of the uretbn; two 
ensea of tbw kind I bate wsen, in whicli the 
urethra was eonstrietod from end to end; in 
one of these cases the bladder lay o|>en by 
an aperture into the vajj^ina^ so that the 
notion of the uiethm was superseded ; and 
m the other, tiie bladder was healthy 
enough, yet the urethra was so coutractea, 
that I femud it requisite to sound it with a 
probe, and erery morning' tlm patient used 
to be twenty or thirty minutea in passing 
the water, if the ordinary quantity were 
accumulated. Dilatation is tlie remedy for 
this defect ^ nor will it he difficult if there 
be no estensiTe otguaui disesHe. 

VVomeu are soamtimei affected, or fancy 
tltemselves affisated, with spatroodio stric- 
ture } for i do not believe all that is said by 
women looted to labour under this dis- 
ease, which sometimes may be attributed to 
a mixture of caprice and hysterics ; yet tlrere 
is ao doubt that spasmodic stricture does 
sometimes take place, and it is more likely 
to occur in very irritable girls, than any 
other persons. A weU marked cue of this 
kind 1 examined in the hospital, for J>r. 
Williams. In those cases of spasmodic 
stricture, for days together no uriiie passes 
without the catheter, and tlien it may How 
readily enough ; being afterwards again re> 
tained and again emitted, eserbitrie. In the 
general, and perhaps always in real spas- 
modic stricture, tlie catheter may be passed, 
the Gunatriction giving Way before the instru- 
ment, so that p^liatioh is easy ; but with a 
view to the radical cure of the disease, you 
may try wiiat can be done with the tmetura 
fmri muriatis, the warm hip-bath, the cold 
hip-bath, large blisters at the lower part 
of the spine, and above the synsphysis pubis, 
ftad perhapa 1 may aay the extmt bella- 
deuna. 

After hard labour it sometiaBe happens that 
the ufina ia retained, and the retention is 
produced by titfiammatbos in the back part 
of the neek of the jblidder, and swelling, 
more or tess, aiid apasm^ Time, a period of 
two or .three days, for example, generally 
oufee ^ affeetioii* The dure may be ac- 
celerated by the spplictttiofi of leeches above 
the public ten to twenty — 

layge fomentatimis, purg- 

iaip, and bitedings 

> l have atiMy ehtemd to you, that te- 
vriue ore sometimes to be 
tittribited to of tim uterus, 

Whi^ ati^ ^e nrdtiira eompletely or 
parttaHy^ flvhif rias to both tlie varieties 
of tile mscasi before ddferibedi. Of course 
tim pfiticiple eufu eeusieta in the replace- 
amat ol tim uteras, by eiap^ag the blad* 
dai,iiadiffterwaedsofM^^ womb 

by tiM hasid^by ciii|ityi»| tht hMdar, and 


then (Hrdctibg the paCseat to take jpitiiure on 
her knees ai^ elbows j or tbkiiluijng, by 
again emptying tiie Madder and making with 
the hand more active attempts tima tofore 
to replace by the hk&d« ia a manner already 
explained at large. 

Ketention of the urine in women, more or 
leas complete, arieea oecaaionally from pro- 
lapsus of the nteroi« where it comes down be- 
yond the ex ternal parta^producingprMridwtiiei 
(considered fiillf in a former lecture,) 
the bladder detejoding together with the 
womb ; but where the uterUa eoasea down 
but a little way, so as to coastitiiie the re« 
laxation coaaidered at a foimer meeting, 
some retention of the urine may ttiU 1 m 
produced. In oasea of this ktidi the moat 
effectual means of rehevlag the patient, is 
by replacing the uterus. A wennai may be 
taught to replace the womb for herself, 
by making pressure upwards «ul backwat da, 
80 that the urethra may thus be replaced 
and rendered pervious, and the Water may be 
found to flow. Of course, in caSM of thia 
kind, it ia oocaaionally necessary to iatinduce 
tire catlieter, and this, too, if the patient 
have a tolerably intelligent mind* she asey 
do for herself. Fntlapius of the bladder aome« 
timea occurs } and in eonsequenee of' (hie 
descent of the Mndtler^ an obstrociiou m»y» 
be ])roduced as before. The most effeotaal 
mode of relief in tide variety of the diseeae, 
is by replaci^ of the parts, and supporting 
Uiem by mem of a pessary. If the water 
cannot be liberated in this manner, then the 
catheter mutt be introduced. 

In women yon may, ocetBionaUy, meet 
with retentioiis of urine, ariting from inert- 
ness of die bladder ; in some cases, perhaps, 
the result of an injury dene to the spine. 
A case, which wore lids Mpact, 1 once ex- 
amiued in the Hospital, where a severe 
blow had been reoeired in the lumbar re- 
gion, in consequence of a fall on the stairs. 
Tlwcv or four pruts of urine bed been ac- 
cotnulsted in the Madder, and when tiie 
oatlieter was introduced^ ao as to remove 
all resistance, a flew, indeed, oocitred, hot 
it was foeMe. 1 iFemember once seeing &ir 
Astlay Cooper introduee the oethetcr, in a 
male, in whom there wae groat ahdomintl 
iUiteaiioo, Sod when the oatheter wss in- 
troduced, the urine scaroely flowed at tdl, 
to the sturpriae of the by-atanderi, till, at 
length, the band was bud on the ahdomeu, 
and wiien a gentle preasiite was made these, 
the water iasued reeddy eaough. In these 
Cftses of paridysM of the Mttddev, tiie reme- 
dice ^to he moet eelied on priaaipally are, 
t believe, in the flfst place, the iuti^ue- 
tion of the catheter ; aecondly, the employ- 
ment of very warm lii|»-haUui ; and, lastly, 
blialers, mid which may be applied cith» 
to the lower part of tim abdomen in front, 
or to tlm back of the ^ine* 
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Yw %in now ft&d then be called to ceaea 
Trhere wipe if aaid to be retamed, and 
where there ia* in truth, no retention, but 
really a fluppreaaed secretion. My friend, 
Dr. Chapmani late of Oenerara, tells me, 
that in the vepr last stage of the yellow 
fever, when it is all over with the patient, 
there is sometimes no secretion of the urine 
for hiwrs. In this very Hospital I was once 
called to see a pom creature, dying under a 
sloo|^ing chancre, and who had not passed | 
any water for some timei*^! was requested 
to introdace the catheter, aud did so, too 
ineonsidenuely, before I had duly exa- 
mined the abdomen ; hut I wu unwilling 
to distorb the poor girl. When 1 made my 
attempt, I found I could not introduce the 
catheter to half the depth 1 had expected, 
and, frustrated in my endeavours, 1 made 
im examinsttou above the symphyeis pubis, 
Uie ebdcminal paiietes being ezceed- 
in^y attenuated, 1 could readily distinguish 
the pmnt of the catheter lodging in the 
bladder, just behind the symphysis pubis. 
Violence has no plaee in scientific mid- 
wifery; operating as I was. upon a poor 
yonng girl, ofitly not monbund, you may well 
sii|^poe« I proceeded with the utmost gen- 
tkmm ; indeed, in this case, had force been 
used, much injury of the bladder might 
have enaned. 

These, then, togetlier with the modes of 
treatment, are tome of pAicipal causes 
by which the retention of % urine may 
be produced : — X permanent constriction, or 
spasmodic stricture, an injury done to' the 
bladder by severe labour, retrovertton of Uie 
utorufl, pr(dapsQS of the uterus, prolapsus 
of the bladder and vagina, a want of muscu- 
lar power in the vesical tunics, and a total 
feiiore of the secretion of the urine. 

Cf thf CatheUr, md itt intrvduetm. 

Under retentions of urine in women, it is 
imoeastry to have reemirse to the catlicter, 
and, finr this purpose, difiTercnt instruments 
have been contrived, of various form, tiae, 
and material : of silver, pewter, flexible me- 
tal, and caoutchouc, but most frequently of 
silver. There is s flat catheter, the con- 
trivance and leeommeadatioD of a very ex- 
ceUent praetioal aecottcheor. Dr. Uamabot* 
ton ; and then is a donble catheter, which 
Dr.Oark hai contrived, not without ele- 
gaaoe, one lying within the other ; in this 
rntroment yon have the advantage of hav- 
ing a smtU catheter within a larger, to that 
if the urethra is so smalh that you cannot 
introduce the larger, in some eaiei, at least, 
the smaller may be substituted with sacceis. 
The length of the catheter which f usn is 
about six inches. Sfmrter catheters may 
generally draw the urine, hut not readily in 
all casea. The inattomeni ought not to be 


straight, for then you m more likely to 
pass it through the back part of the urethra ; 
a certain degtee of curvature, somewhat 
bold, abould m given to H, so that, during 
the introduction, tlie point may he easily 
passed upwards and forwardi. At the under 
end of the catheter a stop ought to be placed ; 
it enables you to hold it more steadily, and 
prevents tne risk of its slipping into the 
bladder. All catheters are properly made 
with the n^r^ extremity olom, being 
opened at too side by apertures. Some of 
the older catheters have only two or three 
punctures in their extremity ; but these are 
not sufficiently numerous; there ought, at 
i least, to be four or five on each side, for 
some of them may heoome obstructed, and 
thereby the flow of the urine may he pre- 
vented. When going to introduce this in- 
strument, yon will find it convenient to be 
provided with a large vessel, to collect toe 
water ; but you ought to have a small one 
also, to receive it immediately from the in- 
strument^ and a decanter, or any bottle, of 
proper sixe, is, I think, one of the most 
convenient vessels for the purpose. 

In introducing the catheter, toe first and 
most difficult point turns, on finding the 
orifice of the urethra. Sometimes it may 
he necessary to expose the person a little 
for toil purpose, if the operator he un- 
skilful ; but when tact is not wanting, the 
orifice of the urethra may be reached with- 
out. There are different modes in which 
this part may be diicovered ; first, by put- 
ting the patient in toe recumbent posture, 
and planung toe tip of the left index on the 
gtans, you may afterwards carry the finger 
downward abont an inch, at an equal dia- 
tance between the nymphse, when you will 
find its extremity lying immediately befuro 
the orifice which you seek, and toe instru- 
ment may then be easily introduced ; and 
tois is a very good method of introduction, 
but wanting in decorum, and I prefer, there- 
fore, another mode . Now operating in this 
manner, yon place toe woman on bei left 
aide, in toe usual obstetric position, after- 
wards planting the finger upon the urethra, 
to be felt like a piece of laycord close upon 
to# symphysis pubis; and yon tben carry 
the finger down to too arch of the pubis, 
where you may discover the oiiflce of toe, 
urethra, etpoeially on moving about a Utde ; 
and this once disceveied. tiie embeiet may 
be taiily ihtrqdiued with toe etoer^ band* 
This method laceeeda f my well ; it doea 
not expose toe peraon of to* fttient, and it 
if more eottvanient feir the abattootton of 
the urine. Iliere it yet i third mode, tost 
wkioh I prefer in my own practice, bat it 
reauirts a good deri of ex^rieneo to be 
able to uti it with toiXterUy, and tola «o»« 
siats in placif)| tim floger immedMy on 
the point of toe arto ^ the aymplryite pttbii« 
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dole to 'wKicIi lies tlie otifioe of the arethra, 
and there feeling for the opening ; and there 
ia no reason wb^ you abould not find on 
theae parti the orifice of the urethra, juit aa 
readily aa you would find any other orifice, 
of equal line, formed in a piece of moia* 
toned leather, for example, and anbmitted 
to the touch. Now, in aome of these cases, 
the orifice is so fiacoid, that you may have 
a difficulty in distinguiabing it ; and, in 
tlieae eases/ yon may Tenture to apply the 
catheter at a risk upon the part, when you 
will generally find that it enters without dif- 
ficulty, on moving it about a little, as bare 
demonstrated ; in most cases, however, as 
the orifice is generally a little dilated, and 
Bometimea abo elevated at its margin, you 
may feel the aperture readily enough. Well, 
having found the orifice in one or other of 
these modes, you lubricate the catlieter, 
taking care that you do not close up the 
puncturei of the instrument, and then pass- 
ing it into the opening, yon slide it onwards, 
carrying the point upwards and forwards 
above the symphysis, but not vrith vio* 
lence j for if the instrument will not pass 
without violence, Isy it aside sltogetoier. 
The back of the urethra has been bored 
through, over and over again, to the dis- 
honour of the profession, so that there is 
no need to perform that,operaU(m again. I 
know of one case in widen a male catheter 
being employed, the point was pushed 
through the back of the neck of the bladder, 
the patient dying in conaequence. Do think 
of your own urethra, when you are pasaing 
the catheter into the urethra of any other 
person ; and really this refiection may have 
a good efifect^n mollifying your operation. 
In lotting the catheter, not only proceed 
with gentleness, but beware of holding the 
instrument sturdily in a certain position, as 
if you were determined to carry it up, ae- 
coraing to strict anatomical rules, hesitng 
down all resistance tit a sciesl^ manntr, 
for sometimes tlie uretlira lies very much 
out of its ordinary course. My own method 
is to pass up the catheter with the utmost 
gentleness, holding the instrument lightly, 
that it may take its own turna In ascending, 
when you may sometimea obaerve it to 
make nearly a complete circumgyration 
before it entera t!»e bladder. The catlieter 
being in the Madder, you may generally ab- 
•tract the water eaaily, hut aOmetimes, on 
lemoytui the stylet, not a drop will be 
lannd to pisa p and ^ing imq^irised and 
rebukedi you collect youraelf a little, and 
Mqtin to die niiUure ofthe 

impedimCut; Now there aredifercnt cauaee 
which tidi Mtire of the Aow may be 
«acribed,^ the fiiUdwittg being tlie principal / 
aomstitneithe calibre of the ceUieter is ob- 
ettfoted by aome foreign aubstance, and 
ilOlMt^ea the apeinOfesof the instrument 


are shnt np ; in other oasei, you m$y hM 
introdacea the catheter into the vagina or 
the uterai, mistaking it for the urslm ; or 
if the introduction havO been fordble, you 
may have made a false passage, and the 
instrument entering the urethra below, ma^ 
have been forced through the back of it 
into the vagina *, in other caaes,the catheter 
may lie within the cavi ty of the bladder, but 
a failure of the flow may result fiom a para* 
lytic weakness of the vUcus ; in other eases 
the failure may arise, not fr<nn the nxm* 
entrance of the bidder, hat from a want of 
the aecretion of unne ; now and then, though 
rarely, it happens that the failure results fr^ 
your not having passed your catheter suffici- 
ently far, pstrticularly in cases of retrover- 
sion ; and DOW and then the difficulty sriaen 
from your having got the instrument into enn 
of those deep mucons follicles towhidi 1 be- 
fore adverted: (fori will relate to yon nveiy 
usefnl caae, with a view of iUostratiBg thin 
point:) a I^y in the country laboured under 
a retention of the urine ; the ptaCtitiouer, 
a man of candour and talent, introduced 
the catheter, and withdrew the water, amd 
again he tried to introduce the instnmeat, 
but failed ; gave aome pain to the parient, 
and declined proceeding fuitbsT. There 
was a talkative nurse there, generons hi 
the gift of her opinion ; and in ctmiequenee 
of her weighty decision, another pmetitioiier, 
a rival, was called i who took, as it ap- 
pears, somg advantages, not very asagna- 
nimous, ofISus paltry incident, om piaaed 
the catheter a first time taocessfuHy enough, 
but, on a second trial, failing, yet being 
unwilling to lose his laurels, ne pushed 
the instrument onward with some iitde 
violence, occasioning pain and bleeding, 
but no discharge of the urine* In this 
posture of circumstances, Dr. Haighton 
was aent for, and be introduced the cathe- 
ter, without difficulty, the first time ; but, 
on making another attempt, he also failed ; 
recollecting, however, this deep mucous 
follicle, and suspecting that it was lying 
near Uie orifice of the urethra, he exintined 
more carefully, and found that the whole 
difficulty arose in consequence of the instru- 
ment sometimes entering the one canal, and 
sometimes the other, and then took hit 
measures accordingly. 

It may be os well X should add here, that 
the urethra may lie in three priocipid dt- 
rectinni: first, on the back pert of the 
symphysia pubis, being drawn upward more 
than ordinvy, as in retroversion of the 
womb, for example. Secondly , in a course 
ttreiching downward and baokimd, towards 
the ^int of Che 01 coecygis *, this happens 
in the case of the procidentia, where the 
uterus is pushed forth between the limbs ; 
and, thirdly, it miiy lodge behind the aym- 
pbysis ptthii, hut in a diredliou somewbat 
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f<»r till ii|0tb|t^caBioBftlly takai 
itarlucHw counet tUi| you will finci 
9§peQH% in 0m* ot r«l«xate, wb«re tlie 
ivethweaiitw 4owii « little way, and that 
iQlpili fUatortinn eiUla. you know by the 
noteniAiiU of the calhe»er, far it is in thoae 
casfi that, during introductian, it turns ?a* 
riaasly,fta before stated. 

Well, when you have entered the bladder 
with the iofintuient, aud tind the urine is 
dowlng, 1 should recommend you not to 
withdraw the whole quantity at once ; 
luppoae there are eever^ pints, or two 
gallont, accumulated, tbM abstract about 
the half of this, and let the bladder contract 
upon what remaios, introducing the catlieter 
ngaiitiand ahstracting the remainder some lew 
hours afterwards } under this practice, there 
is, 1 tliink, less risk of inflammation. After 
th^ uriue lias been drawn off, you ought to 
be on your guard against icflammation of 
the bladder, or any other clironio disease. 
But ahoold iftlNniaatiou supervene, i would 
treat it on the same plan as inflammation of 
any Other important viscus. 

Bmmht on Huptvre of thi BladtUr* 

The rupture of the bladder in women is 
happily Tare* yet it oceasiotially occurs, and 
M ^at may give w'sy poateriorly into the 
Miitoneal aaci the urine becoming intef> 
fused among the viscera ; or, the laceration 
may be seated in front, the water making 
its escape into the cellular well which lies 
about these parts, and covers the contiguous 
surfaces. If the urine is extravasated in 
frimt, 1 (ear Biat there .is little to be done ] 
inflammation, sloughing, death—theie are 
successively the fate of yoor unhappy pa* 
tieut. If, however, instead of the anterior 
rupture, tliere is a laceration of the bladder 
behind, so that all the urine escapes into 
the peritoneal sue, I conceive there is yet 
something which might, perhaps, at* 
tempted ; and, were a relative of mine in 
this condition, 1 should recommend the 
maldug of an opening above the symphysis 
pubis, to wdtlidraw the urine, and the tho* 
rough ablution of the abdominal cavity and 
its cottWnu, by meana of the free injection 
of distilled water, 98'’, or more, of Faren- 
lieit’s tliennometer; the operation being con* 
tiuued prudently, no symptoms forbidding, 
till the water flow aw% without manifest* 
iog the urinary ciiaracteristics *, far if the 
urine were left iu the peritoneal aac, ex- 
.ensive and faud infiaomiiation must ensme s 
iod it is quite evident, in the present state 
4 our knowledge, that the escape of tlie 
patient is without hope. The peritunenia 
horouj'bly washed, T would then recora* 
uend that the ruptured part should be 
ivawn up to the smdominaV opening, and 
4m bladder being, at J^ia time, lax and 


dilatable, this might easily be done ; tide 
accomplished, tlm laoeration might be 
closed wdili Hgature, the parts of the blod- 
dar, lying forth beyond the ligature, being 
carefully cut away, and the bladder being 
then drawn up by means of the Ijgature to 
the abdominal opening internally, and of tbe 
ends of the ligature, one might be cut away, 
and the other might be brought to lie out at 
tlie wound, to separate, and be withdrawn 
afterwards, «s in tying up an artery. Dis- 
ruption of the bladder ought, 1 thins, by no 
means to be given up as wholly desperate ; 
facts ought to be collected—experUneiits 
I ought to he made*— proper cases ought to be 
clkOBen**and skilful operators ought to give 
their help j and, by proceeding in this man- 
ner, 1 am not without hope that, in some 
few cases, life mii;ht he preserved. 

To assist in clearing the ground a little, 

1 have already made some experiments upon 
t]ie rabbit, aud it may he proper to give you 
the results. Into the abdoudnal cavity of four 
rabbits, I threw about two ounces of human 
urine, and left it there fur an hour ; after 
which X witikdrew tbe urine, and waalied 
tlk6 viscera thoroughly with tepid water from 
the cistern ; of tlkose four rabbits three died 
with general inflammation of the perito- 
neum, but the fourth lived. It follows, 
therefore, that this animal, tliough prone to 
disease within the peritoneum, end con- 
taining many and large viscera, may, never- 
theless, escape with life, though these vis- 
cera have been batlied in urine for flfty or 
sixty minutes, provided tbe cavity be then 
waahed out. Such escapes, however, are, 

1 suspect, both narrow nod rare. 

Again : in another set of experiments, I 
tied up the fundus of the bladder in Hie 
rabbit, afterwards cutting the fundus away, 
and 1 have found that, in a few days, lha 
ligature separates, leaving the bladder 
closed, though some of the rabbits have 
perished some months afterwards i» con- 
sequence of chronic disease^ not apparently 
tha necessary, but Uie accidental, effect of 
the experiment. 

Since tliese experiments were published, 
Mr. Travers, so well known by hit excellent 
writings, has tied up, with success, a 
small aperture in the atomach ; so that, 
although I would not have you raahly en- 
gage in an undertaking ao haurdoui, yet i| ^ 
may, 1 think, he asserted, that what I am 
here proposing is not thrown out aUfandom, 
without any basig on vKhiuh it may test, but 
cootirmed, in some measure,’ by surgical ob- 
semtiou aud esperimmit, ^ ua then re- 
flect on thesi tbti^s. If^ iuitead of rittiug 
Uarpbg, with tbeir himda iu their pockete^ 
ceviein of our brethren, of unhappy temper, 
would but bridle their giirrolite,4Uid apply 
ihsmseWes to tbe diecoveiy of aume uifful 
practice, ai loma of my own yalaid irimidi 
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have biM^n doipg, I do tUiok that, pp ex- 
periment, they vrould find this calm exer- 
cise of Urn mind more agreeable to them- 
selves than the fretful ebullitions of small 
passions, and certainly it might prove 
more beneficial to the public. Such men 
often have talents for better things if they 
would but so nse them, and, when coming in 
^laot with them, 1 cannot forbear think' 
ing of tlie reproach addressed toPhUlpof 
Macedon, by Damades, llie Athenian: — 
“ Why do you, 0 King, descend to the 
part of Thersites— you, wlio might so nobly 
personate tlie character of Agamerauonl " 

1 here show you several bladders, from 
which 1 took away a part with tlie scissors, 
in some of them you will see where the 
ligatures were applied, and you may observe 
that the closure is oumplete. 


FOREmN DEPARTMENT. 

TRAKSVF.nSB FIIACTI!R| OF THE STVRKUM, 
CAtrSKD BY MOSCOIAR EFFORT DURING 
BIRTH. 

Marii P,, aslat. 25»0f a robust constitution, 
being for tbe first time pregnant, fell, on 
the I4th of April, the first symptoms of ap- 
proaching parturition j the pains were verv 
strong and continued ; but tbe bead, which 
presented, being rather large, a consider- 
able time elapsed before it passed into, and 
through the cavity of the pelvis. In order 
to accelerate tire expulsion of the child, ihe 
patient used the most violent muscular ex-’ 
ertiou, and, at lest, a healthy male child, of 
eight pounda and a half weight, was bum. 
During the last stage of Uhour, she sudden- 
ly felt a ornckiug in the chest, and subse- 
quently, excessive pain over tho middle 
part of tJie sternum, sod difficulty of resi>ir 
ration. On the following day tiie pain and 
dyspnma continued, and frequent cough, 
with copious expectoration of purulent mat- 
ter, sttcceded ; except these symptoms, her 
general lieallh appenrod so little affected, 
that on the fourth and fifth dny she was able 
to leave her bed, but, on the sixth day, site 
was seised with shivering, lespiraiion be- 
came very laborions and painful, and the ex- 
pectoration began to be ini^d with blood. 
On ftceuintn jsxaittraation «f the ateruum, M. 
Obauasier found nn pnnaturnl mobility be- 
tween itf' two upper portions, whicli, glid- 
ing over one another on every deep inspi- 
radm, ptodnosd disthtet crepitation. Th«< 
patient was 1^ ttty qu*<*t, and leeches 
wara reptiMy applied, hut no alleviation 
in the syihpfoina took place ; the pain m* 
Oioaaed^ roi^liatton became atertorous, and 
» immHtr fotmed at thn nMenor pan of the 


sternom over the ft’aoture, which harintf 
been opened, a considerable quanUty w 
thick white pus wm eracuated: Ipip^ aeUef 
which followed ttiis operatinnwafih^ever, 
but transitory, and the patient died ep tho 
fifth of May, apparently with all the symp* 
toms of suffiocation. On examining Ina 
body, a transverse fracture of the ftemuiii 
was found, one line and a half above the car- 
tilage, between its two upper portions ; on 
the anterior surface of the stemumt P^* 
riosteum was thickened, and infiltrated with 
pus ; on the posterior surface it was exten- 
sively lacerated, tl. > bone was broken into a 
great many fragments, and the whole of the 
anterior mediastinum, as well at the adja- 
cent parts of tbe lungs, were infiltrated with 
purulent matter.— Reuue M4dmU$, 


PnOLAPSUS AND RUPTURE OF TUB nTEUtrl 
during DUtlVERT. 

Hjm Dr. Hsnschbi., af Bmlm* 

A female, mtat. .SO, of a very weak consti- 
tution, who had. since her last coufinemeut, 
bnen affected with i ucomplete prolafi^as uteri* 
became again pregnaut; during the latter 
period of gestation, the uterus gradually re- 
asceudedinto the pelvis, and at last regainad 
its natural position. I'he incipient stage of 
labour seemed perfectly natural; the con- 
tractions of the uterus were very powerful ; 
tire os uteri bad dilated to about half 
inch, and tb| head had entered into tho 
small pelvis^hen, on a sudden, during U 
pain, the lower })ortioii of the uterus pip- 
lapsed. On examinatioa, Dr, Hensohel 
found a large fleshy mass protruding from 
tho vagina ; it was of cylindrlc form, aix 
inches in length, and two and a half in dia- 
meter, very tense, and of a blueish red cor 
lour ; the upper portion appeared aomawhal 
tliinner than tho lower, in which the os 
uteri, the ed^es of which w'ere much tame? 
fied, was easily distinguisUed. The patient 
wos very much exhausted, and complained 
of excruciating pain in the prolapsed msas* 
The head of tbe child having descended 
through tlie lower aperture of the pelvis, 
lay bt-iween the labia pudendi, and was 
forcibly pressed, by tlm coutnietious of tbe 
uterus, towurds tl»e cylinder ; tbe upper por- 
tion of which boing violently distended on 
each uterine contraction, threatened iinine- 
diate rupture. The os uteri having mean- 
while dilated to mote than an inch. Dr. 
Henicbe) resolved upon terminating labour 
by the immadiale application of the forceps ; 
which having heeu readily introduced, tho 
bead was wtthout much difficulty brought 
towards the aperture, when the P®'* 
lion of the cylinder all at once began to 
buxiU ; tiia forceps were accordingly with- 
draws, and the bead made to descend as 
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BlowIyM possible, to pw ent fortber lace- 
lation, but without success i for when the 
bead deacended tbrough tbe os uteri, the 
external surface of the cjlioder, a little be- 
low the symphysis, presented « transverse 
rupture of about two inches in length, and 
ofeoBsiderable depth, without, however, as 
it appeared, penetrating through the paries 
of the uterus. I'he child was bom alive, 
but died within a few hours. After the re- 
moval of the placenta, the prolapsed portion 
of the uterus powerfully contracted ; it be- 
clme considerably shortened, but increased 
in thickness, so that fnten Dr. Hensckel 
attempted to return it into the pelvis, its 
size occasioned great difficulty. This was, 
however, at last accomplished. On examin- 
ing the internal surface of the vagina and 
lower portion of the uterus in situ, no trace 
of any wound could be discovered. During 
and after tbe laceralion, tbe hxinorrbage 
was slight, but the suffierings and exhaus- 
tion of tbe patient were very great, hhuol- 
lient injections were thrown into the uterus, 
and smalt doses of opium given internally. 
Tbe ensuing night wras very restless ; the 
parient lost much blood, and com{)lained of 
violent pain over the whole abdomen, whtdi 
was tense and very tender on pressure ; the 
upper portion of the uterus had completely 
contracted, but the lower was still very tu- 
mid and painful. The opium and emollient 
injections were continued, and a poultice 
laid over the abdomen. Ou the second 
night, the tension and pain of tbe belly 
couiderably increased; tbe patient was 
very feverish, and in i desponding state. 
After the application of an emollient glys- 
ter, and some leeches to the liy^Kigastric re- 
gion, tbe inflammatory symptoms gradually 
subsided; the breasts filled with milk, and 
the lower portion of liie uterus began to 
contract ; so that on the seventh day it had 
nearly regained its natural size, 'llie lo- 
child flux was very profuse, and contained 
much purolent matter. Four weeks after 
delivery, the patient was perfectly cured. 
On examination of the vagina and uterus, 
no trice of any previous laceration could be 
discovered ; the ntetus was of the natural 
size, and in tlie lower portioo only, there 
was a alight degree of teuderneHS.— 
Jimrn.fur G^furtA 

iT?ivsvsL txxctfl or^rnc nnniucAf. 
cnouin 

In tbe ohstetfienV observatioos df Dr. 
Schneider, of Fulda, a ease is mhited, fn 
which, during a very tedious Uhour, the 
contractions of the uterus haring boen al- 
most ioitantaneously excited by a huge 
dose of settle comutum, a mnlt child was 
bom, imparcntly ss^yxiated by the pres- 
sure of the umbiUod cltord/ wbioh was 


twisted six Hm round its neck; but bar- 
ing been immediately extricated, tbe child 
was restored to life;, tbe umbilical chord 
was five feet five inches in lengtli. 

In anoriier case related by the smne au- 
thor, the umbiUcal chord went twice round 
tbe neck, and once round the truiUt, ftom 
whence it passed between, the thighs to the 
placenta. Beaides this unusual length, it 
exhibited a reat hud, which, as appeared 
from the gelatinous substance of the diord, 
had existed a long time before birth.— 


XNKUSL REPOnt Of THE ROTAl LYINO-IN 
INSTII UTION, AT DRX.HDSM, 

By Professor Carub. 

The number of births which occurred 
during 1827, was 220, of which thirty-three 
required obstetrical aid , viz., one perforation , 
one emsarian section, one induction of pre- 
mature labour, and seven extractions ; in 
four cases the child was turned, in nineteen 
the forceps were applied, and in six the 
placenta was detached. There was one case 
of three children at a birth, and four of 
twins; the number of males was 11.^, that 
of females 110; twenty-one girls and eight 
boys were bom prematurely ; the largest 
child was twenty, the smallest sixteen inches 
and a half in length ; the weight varied from 
four ponnda and a half to tea and a quarter. 
Of 2l‘i women who were delivered, not 
more than seven died ; tbe others left the 
hospital a shorter or longer period after de- 
livery, perfectly well. 

In one of the cases where the child was 
extracted, the operstion was rendered ne- 
cessary by tbe umbilical chord having pro- 
lapsed ; tbe abdominal surface of the child 
being directed towards tlie symphyiis, it 
was turned round its longitudinil axis, bat 
was born dead t immediately after its tdrtb, 
a violent bsemonhage ensued, to arrest 
which the placenta was extracted ; the uterns 
showed, however, no tendency to contract, 
the hmmorrbsge frequently recurred, and 
the patient died on the seventh day after 
delivery, from loss of blood. 

Perforation was performed in i esie, 
where, from previous rachitis, almost all th» 
dtsnieters of the pelvis were found loo 
imall. The uterine con^setiona were aol 
safficient to ex]>e1 the child, after the remo* ' 
val of the brain, and it was floqsssaiy to 
extract it. After top days the mother wao 
dMarged cured. ' 

The caisrufi oporiitioii was perjfomed 
on an individnal, k wltom PMik Iho ivhoio 
osseous systoiit was doibitned V ^kithu 
f ho length of tbewholo body was tlihty* 
lixisichca; the diataiu^ between the oriitie 
ileii was eight and a half inchai > hotvaaft 
the great troobaalatiihie iaebea tadtl^^^ 
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The column was extensively distorted ; 
the distance of the promontory of the sacrum 
to the ayiuphysis was two and a half inches, 
and the cavi^ of the peWis was so tmalt. 
that it was hardly possible to reach the 
head of the cbildf. Tlie inoisioa through 
the abdominid shiii and linea alba was seyen 
iBches Irnig ; the child was extracted alive, 
and did well, but the mother died on the 
third day. The wound of the uterus was 
found very widely gaping. 

Labour was brought on prematurely in a 
person, in whom, on account of deformed 
jmtvis, the head of the child had been per- 
forated in a previous labour. The child being 
eight months old, sixteen inches in length, 
and five pounds in weight, appeared per- 
fectly capable of having lived, but it un- 
fortunately presented with the feet, and 
owing most likely to this circamstance, was 
born dead. The mother left the hospital on 
the ninth day. 

In the case where three children were 
born at a birth, labour was very quick, 
lasting not more than ten minutes; All the 
children exhibited signs of retarded and 
incomplete development, and died within a 
short time after hir^. The quantity of liquor 
amnii amounted to thirty-four pints ^ the 
common placenta, two pounds in weight, 
was eleven inches in diameter. The secre- 
tion of milk and the lochial flux were regular, 
and the mother was able to leave tho hospital 
on the 20th day.— Gsmiini. Feitiehu ./. 
Gi^rtsk. 


nXPOaT OF THE LYINQ-XN HOIPITAI AT 

nsinxLBSRo, ukdee pnop. naeoex.e. 
During the years 1825 and 1826, 415 chi!- 
dPen were horn, of which 199 were boys, 
and 216 girls. In ,194 the head, in 4 the 
face, in 15 the breech or feet, in one the arm, 
and in another the shoulder presented ; 
not more than two women died ; 16 chil- 
dren were born dead, and J9 premaiurely ; 
out of which there were three abortions. 
In aix cases twins were born. The forceps 
were applied in fifteen oas^s; in ten of 
whicU the contractious of the uterus wore 
iusulflelent to expel the child ; in thrive 
esses the operation was rendered necessary 
by tlif amallnesi of the pelvis ; mid, in two, 
prolapsus of the funis, the head pro- 

The operation of turning was performed 
three tttnsa ; iu one case whore the shoul- 
dsp, iu another where the arm, and, in a 
where the funis presented ; the last 
child only was saved; 

Psrfoiatioa was parfimed in a rachitic 
femsle, who, when hrought into the iasti« 
tutxou* had heon isvenu da3ri in labour, 
llts head irsa futcihly pressed into the 
aftei t vary p^erlid cohmotion, 


the waters escaped, the heed remaining 
immoveable ; the pains suddenly ceased, 
and the patient complained of a violent 
burning pain in the belly, and a sensation 
of faintness; the countenance was pale, 
the pulse very small, and the extremities 
cold ; perforation was immediately per- 
formed, and the child extracted ; bat the 
uterus did not contract, the belly swelled, 
and was very tender; the patient became 
very restless, vomited, &c., and died on the 
same evening. On examination, the lower 
portion of the uterim was found ruptured to 
the extent of four roches ; tiie abdominal 
cavity was filled with extravasated blood, 
and exhibited distinct signs of inflammation. 
The distance from the promontory of the 
sacrum, to the symphysis, was three inches. 

In a case of very small pelvis, labour was 
artificially brought on in the eighth month 
of gestation, with complete success* 

In a young female, with very large pelvis, 
labour was unusually quick ; when the head 
descended through the external genitals, 
violent hiemorrhage ensued ; the funis was 
twisted round the neck, and the body was 
bora before it could he loosened. The um- 
bilical vessels were found extensively lace- 
rated ; one of the arteries being completely 
tom asunder, and the vein partially rap- 
tured. The child was very pale, and as- 
phyxiated, but soon after the ligature of the 
funis, restored to life . — KiinUckA AnntU, 


ON SPIN At. DEFORMITIES. 

By Dr, Harrisov. 

Totht EilitarqfTuF, Lancet. 

Sir, — E ver since my altenlion has been 
particularly drawn to the consideration of 
spinal deformity, and the complaints de- 
pendent upon it, I have been more and 
more convinced of the frequency of both, 
and oftheir injurious efiet is upon the health. 
So great is their prevalence, iu this coun- 
try at least, that 1 Teally believe not one 
female in twenly, above the condition of 
laborious servitude, remains wholly free 
from them. In proof of their tendency to 
umlermine the constitutiou, it will be auib- 
cient to odd-— Ist, That where much de- 
formity exists, the sufferer is dis(}uuUfied 
from projKsdy followittg any active employ- 
ment ; he is soon tired witli labour, and 
obliged to desisi from fuither exertion, 
fldly. The great vessels, fastened internaUy 
to the spine, are unable freely to carry on 
the oif eolation ihiough their contorted 
tubes ; hence the vital fluid, pretenmturally 
aceumolated, encourages the formation of 
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neuriwBi in the artfttidi, in the ’ CM, m$y he their nuthority ei 

eini. 3dly. The internel orgint elwiye merit in other reepecU, who deolere thet 
nffbr more or leie in Uwtr function!, when recumbency, is now (Kmdncted in apioil 
he apine ia diitorted. The viacera. obliged compiatntii» teuda to esooorage had healtlt* 
10 follow the irregular movement! of the|The»e aaaertioiui are in direoi oppuaition lo 
spine, are forced out of theit natural idtua* I multiplied experience. % great is our 
lions, and, within the chest especially, are j predilection for received teneta, aod our 
onduiy scpteeted and compressed against ; obstinate attachment to cuRont admisaiouf, 
the \my covering, Theae several causes however erroneous, that several of Urn 
lav the foundation of numeroua disorders, ; most violent drclaimera against luy prao* 
which ojwrating at all times, generally i Uce have actually attended patienta to no 
destroy their victims prematurely. | gohd purpose, and, who remained for six 

Various and diatressmg as these maladies i or eight years, constantly lying, and yet oon* 
really are, they constitVie only part of the! Unued in good health during timwlmle time* 
heavyafflictious, which the tniaerabiesuder-j The drat and eighth cases in my treatise, 
era are doomed to endure. From irregula* j besides that of Miss Goulding, published in 
rittes in the vertebral pillar, the cord and ; The Gaaette of HenUh, may be referred to, 
nerves issuing out of it, becoming unduly | as confirmatory of this atatoment. So far 
stretched, and pressed against the bony ’ then is recumbency from hurting the health, 
tubes, are rendered unlit, properly, tocou* iasmere theoriiu affect to believe, that, in 
vey the nervous power, to its ultimate desti> j tliese particular cases, it really conduces 
nation. Many obstinate disorders owe their 1 to its improvewent, and frefjuently enahlea 
formation to the partial, or entire inter* i patienta to subdue a phthisical habit, and 
mption, of the accuatomed nervoua lupply. | other constitutional ailments. 

Their origin from tliis cause, and the reme* j According to the order laid down fOr pub- 
diet indicated, have, I conceive, been toojHaUingmy. Observations on Spinal Com- 
generally mistaken, both by patliologiats I piatnu,” several cases, which I am anxious 
and practising phyaiciaas. 'i'hey have been j to make known early, would probably be de- 
aoeustomed to trace its source to the brain jferred for several years. With a view to ob* 
as the fountain, whereas, in fact, it more viatetliis delay, I am desiroua to print a ae- 
commonly proceeds from the spine alonej leci poriitm of tliem without further low of 
So long M no efforts were made to relieve ! time, that they may Qome under the imme- 
the defective arrangement of the vertebra, jdiate notice of my profeeaional bretliren, 
the offices of the spinal nerves could not be The accompanying case will Im succeeded, 
at all understood, and were, therefore, jnt short intervals, by others, if it he deemed 
usually overlooked. Now that we have ac* proper for insertioa in your valuable pe- 
qoired the power of restoring the miMbapen nodical, 
column to its primitive figure, these mala* I am, Sir, yours, &«., 

dies are not only brought under review, hut hiUWARD Hakriboiv. 

are subjected to a strict surreillaTice. No Hollei Street, Cavendish S*|OMf, 

longer concealed from ohaervation, they Jan. tJt>, lUXl). 

have, aa already observed, been found in 
many instances to commence in the verte* 

brsl strocture, and to abale as Its derange- ^ PAJUPf.ioiA, coMnicAirn 

ment receded. cuiun nv ai-puca. 

The power which I have aucceiifuily ttuNs to th£si>ikai couphn. 
exureiaed over the spinal column for more Sarah Tribet, in the tweiily-aeoond year of 
than ten years, and which 1 challenge Uie her age, of the saniuine temperament, and 
most incredulous and prejudiced to contra, in goml bodily health, liad the misfortune to 
diet, liaa establiahed a new e ra in raedi* lose the feeling and motion of her lower ex* 
dne...aii era which will soon lead to the tremilies, upwards of three years and g 
most unexpected and useful results in half since. SensibiUty of the limbs returned 
practice. I'be authority of great names, partially ia six weeks, but they recovered 
and the influence of high medical sUtioiis, none of their setivity, and the feeding: 
may for a time retard, hot cannot wholly again lost after a sho'tt time. Bhesayi tb^ 
arrest, its progress; U will, ttltimately, auf- her back and Wft side, a Uuk below tlm 
motmt every obatack, and triumph d«4- false nbii have bien very tfnder, an4 ^ « 
snee of all opposiuon-^swgM«jntim*irm, # cspahle nf itmtioik for Aei^y the sap 
prmlsbit. Nay, 1 venture firntlmf to assert, period. Fnlae, boveli, mid appetite, m 
that this power over the spinal joints hii tolerably regular. The nmnaen obserrn 
already enabled me to bore several dii* ^ir natural ptriedn, and flew in tnodnrbti 
orders deemed irremediable, and to cast a gnaatitka, but ere very dirk^eolou^^ 
ray of tight upon the most atiitruse and| hi|d*ip biimiife« 
difficult patlmiogioal <)iiestiooi, Boaalty tiimUaefalmr stiint^ 
misinformed are tbeia medfoi) praottthm* ed iti hir fowi iniiiin fomiii* flrm^ 
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trge bucket fitted with water ; she in* 
felt as if soroethieg.had given way in 
le small of her back, and fainted a few 
untiles afterwards. From that time her 
Irenftlt^ the activity of her legs and feet, 
egan sensibly to fail. In six weeks she 
ad a second fainting fit, which left her in 
er present helpleas condition, both aa to 
he aenaibiUty and power of moving her in- 
erior extremities. She was admitted into 
large provincial hospital three months 
iter her accident, and remained there alto- 
[ether two years. Wlule in the hospital, 
ihe was frequently bled with leeches and 
scarificators. She had ^so several bUsiors 
tpplied, and large caustic issues inserted in 
lifferent parts of the back. The tartarised 
mtimottial ointment w^aa rubbed upon her | 
oins, and electricity used to the paraplegic 
inibs. 

Finding no relief from the means pursued, 
she returned home, in a more deplorable 
»tate than she left it. The assistance of 
medical men in her own neighbourhood 
being equally unavailing, aha was at length 
brought to I^ndon* and placed under my 
care. She was seized with epileptic fits, for j 
the first time in her life, during her resi- 
dence in the Uoapital, and they continued 
to afflict her some time after her return 
home. These fits generally left her insen. 
aible for a day or two. After one attack, 
she remained in this deplorable condition 
upwards of a whole week. On recovering 
her facuUies. she found herself in a copious 
salivation. In answer to her inquiries on 
this point, the medical gentleman replied, 
lliat she was wholly indebted to the saliva- 
tioii for her recovery. Aa the tits always 
produced a temporary loss of understanding 
and memory, ahe cannot venture to aay bow 
many of Uiem she has had in all, hut she is 
certain they exceed leu. 

On examining the course of the spinal co 
lunm enrefutty, 1 found it every where ex- 
tremely tender, and painful to Uie touch. I t 
was more particularly sensitive in the small 
of the back, where she first received the 
straitu On looking at the hack, I couW per- 
ceive no deformity. The only imperfection 
tliatl saw in it was, that tlia lumbar lioUow 
had idmost disappeared. On drawing my fin- 
ger tileng the •pinn,iu that part, I found the 
plscea in tegnrd to each other a 
li^ mfisgi nr chequer-wise, and at equal 

tinned to the wwet part qf the apiusl 

raglk, ShehaanqFOwettomqve wpert 

> opC hack, and Mie inMo* extwwwea are 
; entirely halplew, m ftn stir neither ot 
.1 lAliiftva. Tltoiu^h she 


in her loins, which obliged her to cry out, 
and desire me to desist, She was this after- 
noon placed flat upon a firm crib, and after 
being well rubbed witli an emollient ointmen t} 
the usual shield* was fixed to lier back, so 
constructed as to make fiim pressure upon 
the dorsal and lumbar vertebrai. Itw^as keitt 
in its proper situation by moans of a tight 
bandage applied all over her bock and chesU 
Nov. 5, 18i3. The means recommended 
have been carefully pursued. 1 be back is 
considerably easier, and less sensible to the 
touch. She can alre||ly move the toes of 
both feet. * , . , , 

Ih. The onlv pain of winch the patient 
now complains' is confined to the small of 
her hack. Moderate pressure on the soles 
of her feet is iw longer perceived in the 
hnna, hut she can feel it ui the part touched. 
She is able, with considerable difficulty, to 
draw, in a slight degree, her legs upwards, 
and also to bend her knees. The lumbar 
hollow is entirely regained, and toe vertobr® 
have recovered their proper places.^ 

30. She has suffered no inconvenience or 
uneasiness in her back aincetbe last repor^ 
She can raise herself from the CTib, and 
move every part of the spine with gte^ 
ease. She can also cross her legs backwards 
and forwards, seveial times in quick succes- 
Sion, without much effort. She thinks her 
back and limbs have acquired wrengtU 
enough to bear her weight upon them. Ihe 
natural feeling of her back and limbs, is 
wholly restored. The menses return at 
their usual periods, they are of a brighter 
colour, and no longer emit a disagreeable 
smell. Continue. 

Dec, lA. She moves her legs and back with 
the greatest freedom. The recumbent pos- 
ture hat been strictly observed from the 
first. She thinks herself slrong enough to 
walk alone, if ehc might he permitteU to 
make the experiment. 

31. The patient was so flexed this after* 
noon* to get up, at her own urgent re* 
quest, and try how far she had the use of 
her limha. The moment she left the couch, 
she was able to stand ervct.and alone. Soon 
afterwards she walked about in tlm room 
supported between two persons, for about 
five minutes. Fiuding herself fatigued by 
the exertion, she desired to bo rejdaeed 
upon the crib. The moment she was put 
upoo it, she detdared thst she had not felt 
tlie smallest pain or incoavemence, either in 
> her back or Umbi. The menses continue 
regular, and ptimrve their natural appear* 
suam She is perfectly well in health, 

Fab. 2 ff, SUahas been suflered to 


ih. mik iboiit in he, xoom. i quarter of «n 
fati n^hinf L OW pnrt^ toadied, 1 we, ear- hoe r every other d»y,w»ce Uie l««t report. 

"•a..««.**.inDr.H.rri.na-.E«.^ 
■e^ wMh Sp aago'* »« UieeMei. 



SPINAL DEFORMliJS. 


65s 

The exereise she finds very pleasant, and it 
occasions no fatigue* She often petitions to 
have the period enlarged. 

March 17. The improvement in her limbs 
has been regular and progressive; she has 
lately been suffered to walk two miles every 
second day. Tinding neither pain nor 
weakness from the exertion, she solicits 
permission to increase the distance. 

I have been induced to comply with her 
application to leave London foe Sidmouth, 
under particular restrictions. 

May 10. In a letCfr received from Sarah 
Tribet, dated Sidmoutli, Dec. 50, 1824, she 
says, I continue your advice, as far as in ' 
my power, and I still feel myself mending. 
Sir, when I returned to Sidmoutli, the ladies 
and gentlemen, and even the clergyman 
stared at seeing me walk, and well they 
might, after witnessing the helpless state in 
which I left them.” 

In a second letter, dated Sidmouth, Oct. 
9th, 1825, she observes,*' 1 am sorry to say I 
have been very ill. I. kept my bed three 
weeks, and I was very much afraid I should 
be crippled ; but, with the blessing of God, 

I am able to walk again, without any sup- 
port.” 

I received a third letter from Sarah, in 
October, 1826. She enjoyed good health, 
nnd bad undertaken the management of a 
achooi for young children. 

In her last letter, dated April 23, 1827, 
she observes, “ Tou cannot imagine how 
well 1 am able to walk, end even to run, 
without feeling the least effect in my back. 
1 never felt better in my life.” 

REMARKS. 

The paraplegia, witli tlus’patient, followed 
so closely upon her accident, that I think, 
whatever difficulties we may find in ex» 
plaining the loss of sensibility and motion, 
in the lower limbB, we shall have bo besi-j 
ration in referring it immediately to an af- 
fection of the back. VVe are more favouraWs 
to this conclusion, because she never exrj 
perienced any disorder of the head, through 
the whole course of her indisposition, except 
when under the influence of her epileptic I 
fils. Moreover, Uie curative means, wluch 
proved efficur-ious, were wholly directed to 
the spine. Although tlus organ, when first 
examined, manifested very little irregularity 
to the sight, the lumbar cavity was nearly 
obliterated. The vortebne, too, Were fotma, 
on close examiaationt to have|Mt their reta- 
tive distances, ' as well « tlieir projiet 
stations in the column. I am of opinion, 
that this defective arrangement in the im* 
plicated vertebral was produced by jftie 
rupture, or uudue stretciting, of some ofthe 
articular ligaments, at the tune when she 
exerted herself lo raise the tucket. The 


I displaced, or 8ublaxated,v«rt6bre, by oe^ 
! casioniog pressure upon die spinal chord in 
the theca, and irritating the nervoui tranks, 
in their passage through the foramina ver- 
tebrarnm, effected both the loss of feeling 
and of motion in the limbs. 

The Buflering spot, whenever the back 
becomes afilicted with pain, has not, accord- 
ing to my own observations, in a single in- 
stance, been traceable to the theca. Great 
e''ternal tenderness is felt on pressure near 
the spine, and especially among the con- 
tiguous muscles ; the uneasiness is, there- 
fore, superficial, and confined to the soft 
parts ; the symptoms and Bufferings may, in 
! such cases, be easily discovered, and their 
I tree nature ascertaiued, as far as ftiey be- 
come objects of the touch. When the ma- 
lady is stationed within the bony tube, 
things are widely different ; it must then be 
very difficult to detect tlie deep-seated mis- 
chief. The symptoms denoting it are ne- 
cessarily obscure, and indistiuct, on account 
of their remote situation, and die interpo- 
sition of a bony case. 

In confirmation of the preceding remarks, 
we may observe, that the spinal nerves, in 
their way out of the back bone, to their 
ultimate determination, have to traverse the 
vertebral holes. These are fojyaed of notches, 
in the upper and lower edges of the lateral 
bridges; they are oonstiucted to make a 
round hole, between the adjacent vertebra}. 
The nerves proceeding from the spinal mar- 
row, and the blood-veaseli, pass through 
these holes ; when the anangement is per- 
fect, the two portions of the notch fit ex- 
actly. In this happy state of things, the 
nervous bundles connected with them, in 
gliding along the holes, encounter no im- 
pediment ; the muscles and organs, to which 
they run, receiving their full supply of ner- 
vous influence, perform their offices easily 
and well; but whenever the spinal column 
becomes distorted and misshapen, the cor- 
responding notches, losing their proper ad- 
justment, cease to fit correctly. This change 
in the conformation of the vertebral pillar, 
loads to numberless evils in the animal 
economy. The nerves, in their progress 
through these irregular apertures, become 
impeded, interrupted, and squeezed agaiust 
the bony sides of tbe canal ; hence the n«pr- 
vous power has to surmount many dilflU- 
ties in its journey. Fwim 

flgore of the ooluno, the cord is 
forced into an laffivonrable posture in 
tliece* 11m tnteiiof and posterior nerijliii 
fasciculi 1 ^ driven their usual eenitie, 
end caifttoL thiMm, emei|e in e pf^r 
direotipOf As th^ ptoceed, and Wine to- 
wards eac^h Other, to be enveloped In lliB 
same sheath, they enter the vertebral holes 
at an uafavourehle angle. In eofiiequeiieo 
of thU idbeUvb iHTn&g^ 
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dttcnce is either wholly or partially nr- 
sted in its coarse, by the impediments it 
s to surmount. The organs, dependent 
ton its regular supply, being imperfectly 
ovided, exhibit the different phenomena 
bich have been described in this and my 
her cases. In accordance with these ob> 
rvations we may remark^ that when a 
)rve is wounded, or bruised, the muscle 
1 which it terminates is thrown into spas* 
odic oontrarttioQs ; after its entire section,- 
le muscle becomes inseusible to the strong- 
it stimuli. It is, moreover, experimentally 
•ue, that whether we irritate the muscle 
self, or the nerve leading to it. the muscle 
dll equally contract ; * it follows, tiiere- 
ore, that the excitation of either end of a 
letve will influence the muscle which it 
nimates. 

lly applying this doctrine to the nervous 
mndles, in their passage along the displaced 
rertebral notches, we shall be able to un» 
lerstand how slight pressure upon them in- 
luces pains and cramps, while a greater 
legree of it produces insensibility and entire 
OSS of . motion. 

1 am the more inclined to favour these 
opinions, because wo scarcely over meet 
with a patient suffering from a distorted 
spine, who has not some paraplegic symp* 
toms. It follows from these premises, that 
both feeling and motion, in the inferior ex- 
tremities, ore functions dependent upon the 
spinal nerves. 

The patient endured several severe pa- 
roxysms of epilepsy, while she was afflicted 
with paraplegia. The sources of this dis- 
tressing and obstinate complaint are often 
so much concealed, that it is impossible to 
iliscover them. Wo know enough to say, 
that tiie exciting cause is sometimes placed 
witliin tlie skull, and, at oilier tiroes, re- 
mote from the brain ; for example, the pre- 
sence of intestinal ^vorms, and of sordes in 
the bowels, are common causes of epilepsy. 
These act primarily upon the nervous fila- 
ments of the intestines, and the irritation 
being conveyed, by some unknown commu- 
nication, to the spinal cord, the voluntary 
muscles are forced into violent and irregu- 
lar ConiTuotions, For the aame reason 1 
v^eotitre to assert, that irritations applied, 
in flrst inal^nce, to the spinal cord, or 
iMivnai trunks near it, will occasionally 
lead to the train of aymptoms as if 
Iboy bad been direeted to the minute ner- 
y^flbrils. i have ehready recorded an 
oxai^te of hyateriat originating in the spi- 
nai column, and I shill bmeefter tniroduce 
an instaoco ci chorea aancti vUi, oDmmeao- 


* Ur. Monroes Observations on the Ner- 
v.onji.^^in^, ' ■ . „ ■ 

t See the case of Mary Rafter, in my 
itiaaev on Soittll Piaeaaea. 


ing in tbe same organ. These, as well as 
epilepsy, being accompanied with spasmo- 
dic contractions of the voluntary muscles, 
make it highly probable, that, in all oimtiay 
cases, an impressiem upon the spinal cord 
may be tbe originating cause. 

The patient had complained of pain, and 
tenderness in tbe spinal column, from the 
commencement of her malady, but its great- 
est severity was about the loins. Many 
practitioners do not hesitate to refer symp- 
toms of this kind, in every instance, to in- 
flammaliouof the spi^l cord, or its invest- 
ing membranes. That they sometimes in- 
dicate an inflammatory diathesis, or, as it 
has been called, a sub-acute inflammation, 
I am ready to admit, though I urn enabled 
to say, from multiplied experience, that it 
ia a rare occurrence. We ought, however, 
to recollect, that whenever tbe disorder is 
inflammatory, or accompanied with increas- 
ed vascular action, the complaint will either 
be speedily subdued, or it w'ill terminate in 
effusion, suppuration, or gangrene. Inflam- 
matory complaints are never stationary ; 
they are always progressive, and run their 
course in a few days or weeks. The aches 
and pains, which, as in this case, continue 
unabated for montlis and years, without 
leading to structural changes, are neither of 
an inflammatory character, nor are they 
seated in the vascular system ; they proceed 
from solne malady iu the nervous composi- 
tion, belonging to the suffering part, and 
are chiefly to be relieved by opplieationa 
directed to it. In order to act with eftect, 
we must endeavour to find out tlie nature 
and exact seat of the complaint before wo 
proceed to tlie treatment. This discritain-m 
ation is especially necessary, because tbe 
remedies best adapted to moderate inflam- 
matory action, exert little power over a dis- 
tracted state of tbe nerves. So many ex- 
amples of chronic pains, arising from neural- 
gia, have lately come under my own cog- 
nizance, and been cured by the treatment 
iso often explaiued, ua to lead to a convic- 
tion, that they are much more commou tlian 
is generally admitted. 

In cases originating from nervous irrita- 
tion, undeviating rest, and perfect quiet, so 
long as tliey are submitted to, will mitigate 
the symptoms j but the miserable sufferora 
no sooner return to their usual occupations, 
than th« old pains reappear , witli their for- 
mer severity, In this way invalida drag on 
a miaetahle tseittence for the rest of life, 
becouae> uetil the offending cause is dis- 
covered and aubdned, the disorder will re- 
main unabated. * 

As 1 employed no remedies with this 
patient, to overcome increasvil vascular ac- 
lioni it ia clear, from the result, that she did 
not suffer from that cause. She hecatiie free 
frofn pain, after assuming dorsal recumbency» 



(554 


SCHO 

irliich i« t citmttncing proof that her tfBic- 
tions woro oot in the circoiating system ; 
thattliey were of ndifferent complexion, and 
required otJjer measuTesfor their removal. 

She had Seen ineffectually subjected to 
long and repeated courses of the usual treat- 
toent, both in hospital and private practice ; 
that they afforded her no relief is evident 
from her own atateinent, and the helpless 
condition in which she applied to me. The 
means on which I relied were entirety con* 
lined to the spinal region. As the verte- 
bra approached thelQ>native beds, the spinal 
cord, and nerves issuing out of them, gm> 
dually recovered their healtliy tone and abi- 
lily. The nervous influence Wing at length 
freed from all irritations, and being more- 
over regularly distributed to the muscles, 
they entirely recovered their lost strength 
and former activity, Tlie patient, tlins in- 
vigorated, was happily restored to the full 
use of her limbs, and the enjoyment of a 
•ound eonsti lotion. 

It follows, as a consequence of the indi- 
cations and practice, suciessfully employed 
for tlie cure of Sarah Tribet, that her dis- 
order was wholly confined to the spina! 
cord, and its nervous trunks, at their origin. 
It was in accordance with this pathology, 
that 1 determined to restore the natural 
figure of die back, in order to relieve Uie 
spinal nerves from injurious pressure. In 
this 1 completely succeeded, and, as a eon- 
aequence of it, I had the gratification to 
witness a full confirmation of my doctrines, 
in the recovery of my patient, to yhe Wett- 
ing of vigorous healil). 

The conclusions dedoctble from the pre- 
ceding and former cases are, — 

Tst. That paraplegia is a disorder of the 
spinal cord. Many examples of this dis- 
tressing complaint mvB come under my care, 
at different limes. Several of them have 
been permanentlv cured, by removing verte- 
bral deformity. This success enables me to 
assert, that paraplegia was, in every In- 
stance wbich liM occurred to me, an affec- 
tion of the back-bone, 

2ndly. The epilepsy, likewise, originated 
from the back. We are warranted in this 
opinion, because it appeared, for the first 
time, tfier the injury, and went away on 
her adopting quietness and rest. 

3dly, T^ extreme tenderftess, in this 
case, was liot of an inflammatory cliaracter ^ 
Had it eitlier origintted in a phl^atic state 
of the parts, or been accompskii^ with in- 
flammatory action in them, tKe disfflrdfet 
would not have remsiiied tiaiionafy ffii 
long a time. By referring It to ttSuriljpa, 
or irritation of the spinal cOrd and Its ner- 
vous trunks, we can both nudentand ill 
long continuance, without Producing strbo- 
tural change, and its final dfilppearanss oA 
rectifytBg the veftebrw- 
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To th» EdUor ^T»e Lancet, 

Sir,— I am most anxious to complete 
my notices of the Hichmond School of Aoa* 
tomy, and I will not occupy many more of 
your pages with my critiques on its ptu- 
fessoTs, 

My former letters have been noticed in 
some late numbers, and, (since my reply to 
a writer styling himself '* Richmond,") by a 
correspondent who affixes the tignature of 

Philalethes" to his production, and by a 
nameless author, who eoncludes his per- 
formanee, by professing himself your obe- 
dient servant, Mr. Editor. 

With respect to the first of these letters, 
to so solemn an appeal to our Irish hearts, 

1 may observe, that my awfully indignant 
friend, in bis admiration of anonymous pro- 
ductions, proceeding from the peas of “ J u- 
nius,” “ J. K. L," or ♦* Erlnensig and, in 
his coodemnation of the remarks of a minor 
scribe, who has sought the same protection 
as these distinguished writers have found 
shelter under, seems to have forgotten that 
the principal, perhaps the only, use in ano* 
nymoiis correspondence, is to enable the 
workman who labours in tbe lowest story, 
to reach tbe artificer employed at the sum- 
mit, with his voice, since he cannot touch 
him with his hand In plainer language, to 
permit the approach of truth to the mantle 
of authority. 

*’ Junius," " J.K.L.," and *' Erinensis," 
have snog noble strains, and ** Philalethes" 
is musical enough to admire them *, my lay, 
bailud like, has had nothing but truth and 
simplicity to recommend it ; and hence it 
disgusts tbe ear accustomed to a higlier 
melody. lieu! me miserum! like *' Ju- 
nius’s" correspondent, Sir W'illiam Draper, 
my opponent possesses the weapon of lan- 
guage, and assails me, right and left, with 
tbe vituperations of fiction. 1 honour him 
for the solemnity of the details of my toan- 
dal, my incoOBistenoy, and my falsehood, 
liutl will dismiss him with my forgiveiiet^ 
in his lupnly of a quotation tliat enables no : 
to return nis arrowt, pomRess tnd wedtly^, 
propelled as they orb. ** AnooymottS 
ing has affbrded a shelter to Imi^tiai itals- 
ments ; it basmWed the sattirmC to dir#ok 
hit shaft igaiiifr t manilait 
this, Sir, be tha caie,, BtRo doti it ti|ft% 
what tabf&f it diaplayed in the Mtiref so 
that the diiired is gattted, it mtners 
little whether tbe nobler quid of ** Jtmtus," 
or die humbler pen of Loom’* bo em- 
ployed. WUatevft Mr. CarmiehiePi or 
Dr. M^Bowers iBOnduoc may have been, 
they are undefended by itteh wfitexi as 
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** Fhililethes/* ivbo ciniiiot contradict the ! 
]ilaiu statement, that the former did neglect^ 
and that the latter did nolundeibtuiid, his 
duty; the iignature book proves the one, 
and the cases to which your corresf<owdent 
alludes, establish the otlier. • With re- 
spect to your latest correspondent, that 
nameless scribe, who has ventured to op- 1 
pose vulgarity to plain sUtefnent, false- 1 
hood to truth, and a tissue of rodomontade, ! 
too fulsome even for the palate of his em- 1 
ployer, and insulBcient in wit or spright- 
liness even for amusement, to an assein- 
hlage of unvarnished facts, I will only ob- 
serve, that his manner betrays wbat his 
modesty would conceal ; the sycophantic 
mihm to Whom 1 have bOfore refeihred, 
atsnds confessed ; the ex-clinical of Dr. 
M’Doweljitrid the nameless scribe, are one. 

I must apologize fur thus occupying your 
pages on such an unworUry aubject, but 
my last reply is given. 

I'o resume the subject of my letter. 
Mr. Adams, the principal anatomical lec- 
turer of the liithmond Scfiooi, is a gentleman | 
of rare acquiremenis ; he has been intro- ! 
duced to the medical world in your Jour- 1 
nal, by your admirable critic Krinensis,” 
and, in truth, in somewhat an unkind man- j 
ner. His introductory lecture forming the' 
subject of his remarks, was composed in a 
hurried, and delivered in a slovenly, man- 
ner, and was, indeed, little cnlculated to 
advance the re |)Utation of the author; but 
if “ Krinensis*^ would visit the school, tmd 
listen to an ordinary lecture delivered by 
this professor, he would confess, that to a 
highly cultivated mind, to an admirable 
knowledge of his subject, was added aii 
originality of thought and expression , cal- 
culated not only to improve, but also to de- 
light his hearers. Delivered in the most 
familiar manner, his lectures comprise not 
only the information gleaned from others, 
but the experience gained in a life of prac- 
tice and observation, whilst the goad hu- 
mour of the man, added to the seal of the 
teacher, warms the hearts of his pupils to- 
vratds him, and ever disnoses them to re- 
ceive him with respect and attention. With- 
out this professor, 1 do not believe the 
Richmond class would erjual a tithe of their 

The poor b^^ who had his tibiaman- 
is now sm Inhsbita&t of the House of' 

istry, **tiii a^1itm for aged peopld and 
If unfortunate is 
: " ^ disease,” 

Why is he flowed loteniain in tliis esta- 
t The notioe obtained by other 
writo'rs on excision of veins for vanoose 
ttkeri,, will, i think, justify my remarks on 
the impropriety of ibis opemiion.in opposi- 
tion to the ridiovdous approval of it by 

FhUalethcs ” 


presentnumber ; the excellence of thode* 
manstratiom of las colleague alone, would 
hardly assemble sudlcient to pay the porters. 
If any fault can be laid to the charge of Mr. 
Adame, it is a certain want of arrangement, 
u species of inconsislenoy in choice of mat- 
ter ; hut this is the enor of genius, and we 
heartily forgive it. 

Mr. Read, a surgical lecturer, is no 
stranger to your pages, in which he has 
been exhibited as the admirable clinical lec- 
turer of Meroer'a Hospital. This gentle- 
man, with every adv;^age afibrdedby sound 
knowledge, great experience, and gentle- 
manly manners, does himself a great injoi- 
tice, by ths style in which he reads his lec- 
tures. To hear him relate a case out of 
hook, is really a treat ; the ease of his man- 
ner, and his general expression is most for- 
cibly contrasted to the style he adopu, when 
he recurs to his black portfolio, and which 
always reminds me, in its unvaried and mo- 
notonous tone, of the secretary of the Ca- 
thoUc Aasociation, whilst reading a commu- 
nication from some rent-paying contributor. 
His communications, however, are highly 
interesting, and display great talent and 
observation ; and his general character for 
skill in this city, render him a ht assist- 
ant in tlie Richmond School, as the instiruc- 
ter of youth. 

Dr. McDonnell, theex-demonstralof, and 
a present anatomical professor, is a perfect 
original. Possessed of abilities of uo com- 
inon order, he appears to the by-stander as 
a dull aud heartless being, to which the 
actual warmth of his feelings give the lie 
direct ; but this gentleman is misplaced ; 
lie is calculated for the retirement of study, 
or for the edification of a few, wdio could 
not alarm him into bashfulness. He is a 
young anatomist, and w’e would hope that 
he may never become nn old teacher. I'iniid 
and tedious, he stands before his class the 
very personidcation of doubt; and what 
would be related by a man on better terms 
witli himself in dve minutes, he occupies 
the hour in delivering. X mean him most 
kindly when 1 assure him, that he cannot 
even float in the stream through which he 
undertakes to guide others. As a scientific 
man, or as a physician, be would gain more 
admirers in a day, than he will obtain in 
the education of auatomical students during 
his whole life, if, however, lit will conti- 
nue his coune, let me advise him to hasten 
his steps ; his present march over his sub- 
ject will take tep yenrs to perform. 

jp)r. Flood) the present demonstrator, is a 
lUtle host to the fchool ; unwearied in the 
I diScharfe of his duty, constant in the in- 
I stiuctiou of th|a students, aflable and oblig- 
ing to, all. To look at tliis gentleman, the 
question irreiiittibl'y srisea, what made you 
an anatomiitl Nervous to a distressing 
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degtw, mu when engaged in the most 
common-place demonitration, onr wondet it 
escited at the production of etch tentenoe. 
I may good humouredly remark, that the 
obsemtion applied to a clergyman (as ner- 
vow as I^imseU) in the last century, *' that 
hit mother, in bearing him, was brought to 
bed of a palsy,*’ would suit our demonstra- 
tor, but who, in spite of nervousness aud 
timidity, performs his duty admirably. If 
this gentleman were afforded more frequent 
opportunities of public demonstration, these 
innrmities might be i^edied ; and, as he 
has the great advantage of giving much in- 
formation in a abort period, the very reverse 
of Dr. M'Donnel’s qualification, a permit- 
sion to take that profeaaor’s place, now and 
then, would meet with the general appro- 
bation of the class. 

1 have DOW concladed my communications 
respecting the professora of the Richmond 
School, and surgeons of the Richmond Hos- 
pital, communications in which “nothing 
hat extenuated, nor aught set down in 
malice,” but afforded in the desire of mea- 
suring out an act of justice to teacher and 
student. The establishment, -taken as a 
whole, ia unrivalled in point of usefubess 
to the atiident in the whme empire ; and it is 
^evout to reflect how mismanagement and 
ignorance may convert so fertile a source of 
good into a channel that can nourish any 
noxious weeds on its surface ; yet, Sir, sucu 
is the general excellence of the fountain- 
head, and so admirable are the qualifications 
of some of the individuals employed in the 
direction of the stream of knowledge pro- 
ceeding from it, that it is capable, under its 
present direction, of affording ample nou- 
rishment to the mind of the pnpil, malgri 
the impediments he meets with in the shape 
of conceit and self-consequence. As to my 
identity, Mr. Editor, that is a subject of 
little consequence, although it has hitherto 
been as much speculated upon, as mis- 
taken ; that I have done good, may be in- 
ferred from some alterations thst have euc- 
ceeded to my remarks, and that a guilty 
conscience was awakened, is apparent, from* 
the angry notice they occasioned, and by 
the spirit that prompted the use of the pea 
in reply from some wretdied sycophants, 
wlwse prwse is the worst apob 0 that could 
he offered t|^the object of their eulogy, and 
whose condemnaliou if my highest pride. 

' Let the ptofesson of the institution be 
enowraged, and yet beware, A frbnd » 
behind their curtain, anxious "to proclaim 
alike their steady walk in abjIitTaad recti- 
tude, or to detect their wanlemgs. Ire* 
land, alas ! must seek tire ptm of England 
os a means cither of praise hr beosure ; and 
the medical journal that has wcomnl^^ 
so much for one country, will not refuse its 
ftsristance to its sister and unfortunate land. 


YELLOW^EVJKii, 

1 will watch over the Eiehmond, and 
your pages shall enable me to oaU the hour, 
I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Leknox, 

Dublin, Feb. 4, 18*9. 


YELLOW msn AT GIBRALTAR. 


To the Editor of The Lancet, 

Sir.— I send you the following account 
of a successful method of treat ing the yellow 
fever, whicli has lately committed such 
dreadful ravages at Gibraltar: it hpxtracled 
from a letter received from a gentleman of 
great respectability, and a particular friend 
of mine, resident at the rock ; the authen- 
ticity of the commnnication I can, therefore, 
perfectly rely on ; 1 shall give the statement 
in his own words j if you think it worthy of 
iniertion in your spirited Publication, I 
aball be obliged by its appearance in an 
early number. 

I om, Sir, 

Your admirer and reader, 

iisNiiY Kudoe* 

Leominster, Jan. 29, 18*9. 

My friend, Mr. Oxberry, first observes 
“ that persona having once recovered lYvUu 
this fever are not liable to a second attack, 
which marks the. distinction between the 
YtltmeFawof Gibraltar, and that of the \Vnt 
India. He states, the only remedy which has 
proved successful in this dreadful disease, is 
the ndminislralion of a large cupfnl of olive oil 
every half hour till copious vomiting ensues, 
which is to be promoted by drinking freely 
of warm wafer; tlie treatnlerit is to be con- 
tinued till the stomach discharges nothing 
but aat ^ ; at the same time, frequent injec- 
tions of olive oil and sdlt-and-watef slmuld 
be administered : afterwards, an ounce and a 
half of castor oil, with the injecUons to bo 
continued till the fever subsides, The pa- 
tient may drink freely of lemonade and acids 
to excite perspiration; and for diet, good 
loup, witboot a particle of grease, is given. 
Out of 85 patients treated in this manner l)f 
a Rpaiiislt doctor, (whose nimeii not stated,) 
only dnu died. Tbs En^ wactitiooers 
eommenopd with oilomd and Meodiftg, and 
under thii treatment l»t eveiy patient | 
seeing thh effiwcy of the m, thoy ddopt^ 
it, and proved iti veins by thsir eubeequevt 
success ; were thb treatmeut edopted 
the West Indies, it might save the lim of 
many,” ' ^ ' 
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MR. 0 COOPER’S OWN REPORT. 

tion, whicli pmes that be was not/ tii 
T H E L A N C B T. PO*®t of fact, entitled to a yerdiot ; a 

U,am, SalurJay, Hbruary 2 », 1829 . ““ 

are concemod^ differs, in no material respect, 

from the Report transmitted to diis Jour- 
We insert, this week, Mr. Bransbt nal; end which is, in some respects, calco- 
Cooper’s own Report of his celebrated lated to do far greater injury to the reputa- 
operation of lithotomy ; abstaining, for the tion of the operator. Why, it is asked, was 
present, from comment on the details of Mr. Bransbp Cooper not content with a 
this document, but, at the same time, ear- werdiot in his favotP, and **fa>e per eetti,* on 
nestly inviting our readers, especially our tur- the damages at which he rated the injury 
gical readers, and, above all, such of them as to his reputation, without publishing a 
have themselves performed the operation, to Report which must satisfy every profes- 
oomparsudbe/scfs detailed in Mr. Cooper’s sional man who reads it, that he obtained a 
Report, with the/ucts detailed in the report verdict, not in consequence of any facts 
pnhlished in this Journal. The result of which he disclosed to the jury, but be- 
such a comparison must be to convince cause be dexterously concealed the facts of 
every man, capable of forming on opinion on the case, until he had reaped the benefit of 
the subject, however previously inclined to a doubt which the supposed malice of our 
think favourably or unfavourably of Mr. Reporter raised in the minds of the jury 1 
Bransby Coopeb’s professiona] abilities, This is a problem which we will take leave 
that not a single material /act in our report to solve. The publication of Mr. Bransby 
was misrepresented, and that had the ope* Cooper’s own account of his operation 
rator ventured to publish his own report of was not, we believe, a matter of choice, but 
the case before the trial, it would have been of necessity. He had obtained a verdict, it 
impossible for him to obtain a verdict. The »• true* but how had he redeemed his 
jury presumed mlsstatemeiit in the ab- pledge to put tlie profession and the public 
sence of testimony; and we have already in possession of the ** pull pa RTicri*A ns of 
frankly admitted, tliat if they believed in the case V * Why, by producing a stnclr 
the alleged malice of our Reporter, they wiineas at the trial, which witness swore 
were morally jastitled in presuming mis- that he was not better able to give the jury 
statement; but the subsequent publication any information than a common spectator, 
of Mr. Bransby Coopsr’s Report has Mr* Bransby Cooper iusiructed iiis counsel 
demonstrated, beyoiHi the poMibiiity of to tell the jury, first, that no one can form 
doubt or contradiction, that oor Report was an opinion of the difficulties of an operation, 
suhstantiolly true, and that the presmnption, but the operator himself; and, secondly, 
on whioh alone the verdict of the jury could with a pleasing consistency, that next to the 
hm been founded, was not warrauted by operator, bis assistant posaessed the beat 
t^ faeto of Bie 01^ To many professional means of explaining tlie difikulUes that 
«»Mi» and ei^peciilly to tiioae at a distance occurred* Mr. CallawaVi the single 

witness of the operadon called on the part 
ilil^ by Of Mr. BaAi^y Cooper, had not been in 

il^ ^e aor- minutes helore he dis- 

tteedyadmiued that he possessed no better 
nmttot. of antpnac that Mr. Braksey means of explainittg the difficulties than a 
CoorRn j^ld haw eomwoa npoototor. What foUowsl why. 

liliawlf,h||inMiitogar^tofh^ that Hr, BRANsnY CkwpiR’s pledge to put 

Ktk fae. 3 u 
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the jMXj ia of i}te tuu pae* 

ficviAM ofMi«Ese/' ended u moonahine. 
He cidti but one witaen who law the opere* 
tietti tod that witneit hoseitly confewefl 
the|be m so note ezpltin the difficuliiei, 
or MOOUEji for the eztreordmary delay, ibto 
t eoauios ipeetttor. So much for the 
•eeottd legitiffleu looree of inforatetios i j 
sad, Et far the hret tad best aource of io- 1 
IdmtUoo* aoeOrdiSf tc .be doetrine broftcb* 
ed Ettbe lete trial^-A isoet eoavesient doC' 
trine* it nwt be eonfeiaed. for busgUog 
End ineftoiefit Operatore,— Mr. Bransey 
C oopKR took etpecial care that, before the 
tria!, the jary aitovld not be fumiaUed witli j 
Ml etplmtion of tite dtffiotdtiea df the case. I 
Froa tbe moment that Mr. Callaway ad' | 
mlUed that he was in no better conation to 
a£>rd information to the jury than a com- 
iiM •pectetor.-^ibr* howerer extraordinary 
tike fact may ap{>ear. not one eyliable, it 
•ma, had Mr. BnAUSST Coopbe enr 
ntlered on the enbject of the opef ati<m to 
any of hii coUeagnei ; at any rate* not one 
lyRable could we elicit in evidence, either 
from Mr.CALtAWAtor from Mr. Key,— it 
ia plain that there wu an end to the plain- 
tiflfa case. If Mr. Cailawav could throwno 
more light upoa the tubject tlian Mr. Par- 
tEiiKkt, Of any other competent speeUtot, 
fHH leas could tha testimony of tbe other 
Witneiaes Mdled for tile pItintiC not one of 
Whom had oeOE the opetation, contribute to 
dhligbten the tikinde af the jttiy. Mt. 
BEAKstY Cooke had* for tbe Efowed por- 
poee of ioefetstng liti chance of obtamiog 
E verdict* bept the cotepJotely in the 
dark as Co What be ce»iid«fed a iMe eCite- 
ttbnt of ibh fbets of tiie taie* and he had 
hteraliy no olhiMr ehinoe of obtaining a ter- 
diet, than the Eier^ pteattmptioa on tiie 
part of the pity that, El or mil* 

tmderstaoding had Oxilted bettfli Mmimd 
Our Reportif, aoEiO of the then not 
have beeo truly repreaentOd* 

Them oheumamneea >eoniiI %ot eiUpe Ob- 
lemtlon and ie KEot tliEt, aftii tbO vet^cit 


had been obtained, it was pretty broadly hinted 
to Mr. Braesiy Coosir by some of bis 
friends, that, in tlie absence of all testimony, 
tlie profession and the public would not be 
IsalUfied with the defence which had been 
made for him by Sir Jambs Scablbtt* how- 
ever able or diiinterested, and that even 
the explanation of tbe extraordinaiy cireum- 
stanoei attending tbe operatioa, which had 
been volnnteered by bis tmcle, who was not 
preseat at it, liowever ingenioot tod intre- 
pid* Blight not be implicitly received by 
practitioners of a aceptical turn of mind, 
eepecially as the jnry bad baen lUEcessfully 
mystified by tbe doctrine, that no one could 
be a judge of the difficulties but the opera- 
tor himself. In short, whatever inconve- 
niencea might attend tuch a step, it was 
almost the unanimoua opinion of Mr. 
Braesdt Cooke's friends, that he was 
bound to pnbltah bis own account of tbe 
operation. It » to ibis cireumstanee alone , 
we believe* that we are indebted for the 
appearance of a report which would unques- 
ticmably have furnished us with sufficient 
grounds for i new trial. If we have not 
made a second appeal to a jury, Mr. 
Braesby Coovbr is the last person in the 
world who has reason to be diMStisfied with 
our fwbeiitnee. Had wo moved for a new 
trial, we ahonid have done so upon public 
grounds, and it ia upon public groundt that 
we have fiuaUy decided against bringing 
the case hafore a leooad jury. As to perio- 
ntlboitiUty towards Mr. BaAEstv Cooks, 
If we bad evir entenained what it li ibstird 
to impute, and nugatery to disavow, resent- 
ment mutt long ainoe have given phea to a 
very diffisrllit feeling; for the warmEit 
ftimid of thit geEtiiiiaii can tiartni^ dEii^, 
timt, oert ten vordlntfEgiifoM tiie 

ptr mnJ* on dE ixppoiid 
amoent af Injinp tnddf fenrgkal nptttitiii* 
wao tito oiiiEfit IniBtifotioi wM eouM 
bavo befiUli a ptofosifonal msu We have 
no wfob toliitr btt^Epon 
CoopEe j poNto la t ptineipte of 
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wliicli we have novet lost sight in the con- 
duct of this pvhliosUoQi andjfrom which even 
the injudicious attacks of persons who call 
themselves Mr. Bbakskv Coorsn’s friends, 
shall not provoke us to swerve. 

With respect to some of those persons, 
how'ever, who have vainly imagined that by 
representing the report of Mr. BaAKsny 
CoovRR's failure as a fictitious narrative, 
they could shake the confidence of the pro- 
fession in Uie iufbroiaUon communicated by 
this Journal, and rescue themselves from 
insignificance, we have not the same mo- 
tives for forbearance. Of these by far tlie 
most malignant, and, in a literary and intel- 
lectual point of view, the most contemptible, 
base, and grovelling, is the Scoteh Dub 
who passes under the name of James John- 
son, We admit that in noticing any of the 
productions of tliis despicable writer, we 
are chargeable with a waste of force, some- 
what analagous to the process of extermi- 
nating a caterpillar with a sledge-hammer ; 
but we shall not sufier the ineliable baseaesa, 
and worthlessness of this scribbler to be 
pleaded in bar of the chastisement which even 
the coarsest hide should, from time to time, 
be made to feel. The venom which rankles 
in the breast of this miserable Aberdeen 
Dpa against Thk Lancet, and all wUoni 
he supposes to be connected with T«f 
I-^AKCET, lakes its origin in a species of in- 
j ury to that part of the outward man, wherein 
a hungry Scotchman is moAt sensitive ; to 
wit, his pocket* This is thr true scat ofi 
honour in a genuine Bcoleh Dun, and if thU 
he respected, there is, perhaps, no other part 
his person, whkh he will not pomit you 
wound at discretion. TTie pocket of Dr. 
^AlAss jouNsoK, like the heal of Achilles, 

. -^^ttroke Of - iUd 'resem- 

4|libo:ceaiod|i^ vtdnetable 

jfiwpt of the here was never turned towards 
the enemy, the weak point of the Sceto}) 
^Den tuN idie the molt imnltablei^^^i^^ the 
lealt on|mhk of reiiitiii| opposition . In 


the infancy of tliie Joaraal, Dr. Jamm 
J oHNBON made a most unprovoked attaok 
upon us ; in our infhacy we eaeposed his 
ignorance, his imbecility, and bis literary 
dishonesty. At length The Quarterly ^onv- 
nal gave place to the publication of 
fortnigblly Fasciculi, at the oommenoo- 
mcmt of tim last year* These FMcicoU 
expired a few weeks after the period at 
which the Doctor %gan to make a voluntary 
affidavit, before tlie sittiogaldaraian, to con* 
vinca the public that his Journal was in a 
thriving condition ; and he has since hetahan 
himself to tlie manufactnra of a monthly 
publieitien. By way of enabling the ene- 
mies of a Free Medical Press, to estknate 
the probable issue of (heir impotent attempts 
to diminish the circulation aud the inflittenee 
of tlila Journal, we shall here preeent them 
with the obituary of our contemporaries 
since the first establishment of Ths Law* 
OBT. On tlie /jth of October, 18#S, the 
date of the commencement (»f this pub- 
lication, the following Medical JournnlB 
were published in London The Medical 
lutelligeijcer, The Quarterly Journal of 
Foreign Medicine, The Medteo-Chirurgioal 
Phiiosopblcal Review, The Medical Repo- 
sitory, The Lomlon Medical and Phy- 
sical Journal, The Medieo*Chinirgical Re- 
view, and The Oaziitte of Health. Of these 
Journals, The Medical Intelligencer died 
wtibifl three montha after the appeeranee of 
The LANonv; The Medioo-Chtrurgieal 
Philoaophioal Weekly Kevitw died within 
«ix moutiis; the Quarterly Journal of Foreign 
Medicine died within two years from the 
aameperiod ; 1'he Medical Repository in tb tec 
years, and The Medico-Chirurgicsl Review 
in four yepif frpm thi^ aatpe period. The 
London Medical and Pliysical Journal 
edicts, and, aiime RooKnicK Msetson has 
beeg dismtesedi^m the manageuteiit of it, 
if, we believe, tenpectably conducted. The 
Oazette of Hgilth 1mm, for many years, been 
a pillar puMiraMcn ; it possum a very 
extensive circulation, aod is the only medi- 
all 
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"GUrS HOSPITAL* 


oal joQfnal that has snppotted the principles 
admsted in The Lakcst. Since the 
eatahlishment of The Lancet, the follow* 
ing medical journals hare been started, 
man^r of them being despicable imitations 
of this Work, which we disdained to no* 
tice during their ephemeral existence : The 
Scalpel, The Medical Examiner, The Medi* 
cal Adviser, The Probe, The Diasector, 
Or. James Jobnstone'sifFortnightly Fasci* 
colos, The Oracle of Health, The Edinburgh 
Jonxn^ of Medical Science,— all of which 
are dead } The London Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Dr. James Johnstone's l\Tonthly 
Pamphlet, and Roderick Macleod’s Weekly 
Excrescence, llie London Medical and 
Stttgical Journal is a new enterprise, of the 
merits of which we can speak in farourable 
terms; Dr. James Johnstone’s Monthly 
Pamphlet is a concern whereof the sale is 
attested by the voluntary affidavits of the 
manufactuTer ; and Maclbod’s Excrescence 
is a concern supported by the voluntary sub* 
scriptions of a few hospital surgeons. So 
much, then, for the rubbish which has ap- 
peared and disappeared during the last five | 
years, and for that which is fast disappearing. | 
The rapid annihilation of so large a portion 
of the medical press is a phenomenon which 
the Bats and Corra])lioDi8ts explaio, by as- 
cribing it to the depraved and vitiated 
taste of the great body of the profession ; 
anotberl and, at least, as probable a solution, 
is to he found in tlie activity with which 
professional information has been commu- 
nicated in the pages of tliis Journal, and in 
the independence and impartiality which 
have unifurmly charaoteiised the conduct of 
The Lancet. 


ANATOIfV, 

Me. Waebubton has given nottoo ofhis 
Intention ** to bring in a Bill, bafiftg for its 
object the better supplying of our anatomi- 
cal schools with subjectt for dissection.’' 
We fear ths time is not well dioseu ; and 
the EBVEAL of the claust which oonsigaa 
the murderer to dissection, should certainly 
he the first step. 


“ Cue flf Lithotomy f which was the stt^eet (f the 
LM in The Lancet. 

** [Communicated by Bransby B. Coofee, 
Esq.]*' 

Stephen Pollaed, wt. 55, of a plethoric 
habit, but pourtraying want of constitutional 
power, admitted into Job's Ward, Guy's 
Hospital, March 7, 1898. He states that 
be has been subject to a gravelly deposit in 
his urine for seven years, and a twelvemonth 
after its first appearance he was attacked 
with excruciating pain in the region of the 
right kidney, which was constant and se- 
vere, and confined him to his bed for three 
months ; at the end of which time he void- 
ed a stone with his urine, abont the size of a 
bariey-com. Subsequent to this his healtli 
beesme Te>established, suffering but a slight 
inconvenience from the sediment in his 
: urine, which remained unaltered. In three 
years a second attack, similar to the first, 

I took place on the opposite, or left side ; the 
I same symptoms supervened, and, at the end 
of a fortnight, he voided another calculus, 
of nearly an equal size with the first. He 
soon recovered his herith, and the gravelly 
sediment, though continuing, has latterly 
been much diminiahed in quantity. About 
a twelvemonth ago, unusual irritation in 
his bladder attracted his notice, which 
rapidly increased, causing a difficulty in 
micturition, the urine suddenly stopping, 
and the complete evacuation of the bladder 
inducing intense suffering. At length he 
was obliged to apply to a surgeon, t who ad- 
vised his oomiog to Guy’s Hospital. Upon 
his admission, he stated that his journey to 
town from Sussex, in a cart not hung on 
springs, gave him great uneasiness, pro- 
ducing repeated inclinations to void his 
urine. W alking also increases the symp- 
toms. The pain is most considerable when 
the bladder is empty. The extremity of 
the prepuce is not much swollen, neither 
has he ever passed bloody urine. The 
sound being introduced, indicated the pre- 
sence of a hard calculus. His genoral 
health not much impaired, but aufferiag 
from a slight catarrh, from exposure during 
his coming to London. 

The operation wae performed on Tttes« 
day, the 18th of Mtrcdt* llie found being 

♦ This report ti ttdtfu mrfotim from ^e 
thing belougiog to Yellow Goth. 
The variatfoos jn the type, are, however, 
oor own.-**£n. L. 

t Mr. Hodgson, of Lewes, hM nuthorisod 
us to say, that he did not recommend the 
man to go to Guy'i Hbapiud.-**Ku* U 
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i ntroduced, the cnlculus was felt with diffi- 
culty ; and then only while withdrawing 
the instrument. The narrowness of the 
perineum (!) excited attention. The straight 
staffi being introduced, the external incision 
was purposely extended beyond the usual 
length, to compensate for the natural de- 
formity ( !! ) I'be groove of the staff was out 
into, and tlie knife readily passed into the 
bladder, as indicated by die flow of a small 
quantity of urine. On passing my finger 
into the wound, the extent of the section of 
the prostate could not be ascertained, in 
c4nisequence of the dejAh of the perineum ; and 
upon introducing the forceps, the stone could 
not be felt : 1 was, TiiEUEroRE, induced to 
XNEARGE the opening by means of Sir 
Astley Cooper's beaked knife. I then 
withdrew the straight staff, passed a curved 
one in to the bladder, and detected the stone in 
the concavity of the curve, and to secure the 
postage into the bladder) passed the cutting 
oonoET, (which was necessarily faniished 
with a beak,) and used this as a guide to the 
introduction of the forceps ; but still, 
though the forceps passed readily into the 
bladder, as was experienced by Mr. Callaway 
as well as myself, the stone eluded detection. 
A female st^' was then passed into the 
wound, but could not be brought in contact 
with the stone. A male sound was next in- 
troduced through the incision into the blad- 
der, and with some difficulty indicated the 
stone cdme the prostate, and consequently 
behind the pubes ; and at length the blades 
of tbe forceps (the handles being directed 
downwards and backwards) were brought in 
contact with the calculus, which mm^ktelp 
on being /e/t, was extracted without any 
force; although, from the circumstances 
above detailed, the operation had unavoid- 
ably been tedious. When be was replaced 
in bed, he Mt depressed and exhausted ; 
forty drops of laudanum were given, which 
produced slight composure, but no sleep, 

5 o'clock.^>omplsitt8 of very oeute pain 
in the lower part of the abdomen, especially 
in the LEFT ILIAC REOioN ) this increases 
On pressure. No tension of the abdomen 
is discernible* Apply thirty leeches and 
liot fomentations. 

' o’clock.— The pulse has increased iu 

mtinher to llfi, and is tremulous. The pain 
of the abdwnen uwrelieoed by the leeches. 
Thn breatbinf it hurried, ai^ the akin be- 
pawed with a clammy peraptration. The 
nonntenanee is natural. Answers questions 
great uomposure^ 

Ordered Hyd. Saft. gr. iij. ; Rrt . Opil gr. ij . 
M. To he taken directly. A large 
emollient poultice to cover the whole of 
the^domen, 

Mareh49) l O'riorit) Has not had 
any sisep* The teudettm of the abdomen 
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undiminished i 1^0, small, with a degree 
of hardness. F or the last half hour has had 
nausea, and inefficient efforts to vomit, which 
greatly distress him, by increasing the pain* 
Repeat the Cal. and Op, 

5 o’clock.^ — The pain in the abdomen is 
increased ; the pulse 120, small and hard ; 
respimtion difficult; nausea unabated* 
V.S.adJx. 

This relieved the urgency of his symp* 
toms, hut was followed with depression* 

Ordered Hyd, St), gr. iij . ; OpU Ext, gr. j* 
stat. Continue the cataplasms. 

10 o’clock,— The pain in o&domsn ecn« 

tirmes ; pulse as quick as in last report ; 
tongue covered with a white fur, but moist ; 
nausea still present, even rather more ur- 
gent. A sinapism ordered to be applied to 
the pit of the stomach, and thirty le^ea to 
the abdomen. These gave immediate relief, 
to such an extent as to enable him to sleep* 

1 o’clock, P.M.— Pulse 156, and irregular 
as to power, but constant in number. The 
anxiety of countenance indicates a fatid 
depression, and has a peculiar yellow hue, 
the lips being pale. The nausea has re- 
turned, and the pain of the abdomen is only 
complained of during the spasm. The re- 
spiration is short, hurried, and attended with 
pain. 

dmmott. Curb. gr. iv* 

Tr, Opii. gtt. xxiv. 

Inf us. Serpent, ^iss, F, Haust* to be 
taken directly. 

After having taken this draught he slept 
two houra, when tlie respiration was 26 in a 
minute. He awoke in an alarming state 
of depression, the countenance anxious and 
I pallid ; he reluctantly answered questions, 
but said he was entirely free fxom pain. Ho 
took a small quanuty of brandy and water 
with the julep of ammonia, but continued 
gradually sinking until half-past seven, when 
he died. 

It may he worthy remark, that this pa- 
tient felt convinced in his otcn mind that tdie 
opertUim vxnild prove fatal and so strong 
was this impression, that lie persuaded two 
patients in the same ward to show him the 
burial ground of the hospital.f He visited 
this, and expresBed his conviction that it 
would be kts resting-place. 

Esminatiyj^ of Body il^ hows after Death, 
{From the Notex (f Dr. Hodgkin.)— The pe- 
ritoneum , at tlie lower part of the abdomen , 
as well ttl riuit portion which lines the 
pariete8, and tlmt covering the intestines, 

• The poor fellow was evidently a man of 
discernment* and^ merited a better fate.— 
Ei>.L. 

t A very rational htep, fdl things con- 
sidered*'— L« 
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WM Biiauttly io^^ed. lu ibe ^vk peritoneal inflammatiou aod in the eiten* 
trti totiwien}.aANOitiNnDV« etfuaiou, v«ty aively Inoerable aute of the cellular mem- 
sUghtly puiiforaii and unmixed with lymph, braue behind the peritoneum : similar re» 
«« fiocontii* jBthiad the pertt«H«Mia, in the aulls heve, 1 believe, intwiaUy bean found 
P08TSR10K part ol‘ the tan' u.uc hkguon, by Mr,C« A. Key in this country, and by 
there iris eome BCcavMoais. The cellular my irinnd, Ilurvey de Cliegoin, iu Faria, 
membrane l/eftind the peritoneum m (ha paKi*, The peculiar derangemont ot the kidney 
was eltrmnely lactrable, readily breakiug obaerved iu ti»ia case, was likewise met with 
down under the huger, and scarcely requir- in a patient ot Mr. C. A. Key’s, who died 
iug tit© use of the knit© for the removal, after an operation for the stone, and has 
except under the pubes. There was a /f»e likewise been found in others who have sunk 
dmiim of the prostate, aut|j|^ clkan cut into after the operation OK — sccidntl.' 
the bladder, tlie mucous membrane nt 


which was generally healthy. Jmmerfiate/yj 
bMid the meatus urinarius there was a 
SBtAti. toNouit‘SHArED bodv, which, on the 
opening of the bladder, and When obscured 
by voagttla, was considered to bo the third 
lobe of the prostate ; but a more caiTiful 
etmnination proved it to be u small flap, 
composed of a portion of bladder liud pios- 
tiU«, and Which bad been formed by A no* 
twka wciSiON communicating with the iirst, 
about an inch in length, and a {Ami of an 
inOh behind the opening of tiie meatus. 
TKere Were a fete epaU of the ecchymoais, and 
abrarion cotnptehendcd in a space of about 
the rise of a shiUing around the orihee 
of the meatus. The edgw of the htciuVm, 
/horn rt« ertrmoi epenin^ U the bladder, were 
BAOGEii, and intermixed with udherent 
eoagula of blood, a state which was wnamd- 
aAty produced by tlie repeated introduction 
Of the forceps and otliOr instruments whicli 
were had lecourse to in the attempt to re- 
move the atone. 

lb the preparntm o pasback exists at 
the aiDE of the ULAUDEa : this was not 
noticed by Ur. Hodgkin till after* it had been 
in the hands of tiie reporter of The Lan- 
c»ir ; nod from the extremely litcerable state 
ol the part, it might easily have been 
fcuniied after its removal from the body. 
That it was either formed then, or in the 
act of removing them, is an idea which the 
absence of Coagula tends strongly to con- 
hittt. 

Resides the injecUon of the peritoneal 
eotti of the small intestines, the internal 
membrane Was of a diffused red. 'I'he rectum 
was perfectly sound and healthy, with tiie 
exception of avery slight appearance of piles. 
The kidneys were of moderate size, soft snd 
ffabby, and in an. advanced sU^ of the 1^/u 
nottling deposU described by Ur. Brkht. 

- 'I'his case resembles all those uiisne- 
cesiffttl tiihofouiy which I have myaiirhad 
an opportunity of examining, both itt the 



^ Q. Are you mtdn that opening did not 
exist aEPokE youthoweU the parti to Mr^ 
Lambert ? 

A.l ham tksUd I Ull) NOT SEE IT 
UNiil he showed it to Eridmes* 


THE MEDLEY ORATION 

Februarp 14tA, lOilO. 

Dm you hear the Hunterian Oration a«. 
the College Testerday Y* i\o, it escaped 
my locol lection.’* '* 1 am very glad of it.” 
“ VVhy gladi what sort of an oration was 
iti” Oil, a precious jumble,” “ Well, 
but what wa« it about'!’ “I can hardly 
tell you, it was a philosophical racdlev; there 
was a little of ail the sciences \ a mixture of 
mathematics, natural philosophy, aslvonu- 
uiy, and ull that sort of thing ', iu truth, n 
little of every thing but the right. 1 was 
very sorry for the Ouatoh. 1 like Vincent 
very well, hut he shows to groat disadvaii* 
ta^^e in an oration.” Ha ! ha ! and how 
did he deliver it.” ” Worse still ; it was 
shockingly done. Ho looked like o mail 
going to be executed. He never lifted his 
eyes from the paper : Uioy brought him a 
glass of water, but he couldn’t see it. 1 
declare his fright astonished me ; 1 don’t 
think they’ll get him there again in n hurry. 

. I went expecting that the oration would be 
! no great shakes, but even wiili this prepara- 
tion 1 was disappointed.” 

If we were to insert every syllable of the 
Or^ion, our readers would not be belter 
informed of its contents than they will be 
after reading the above conversatiott, which 
, passed ainougst a knot of medical geull«*> 
men the day after its delivery. We spar© 
them, therefore, the infiictiou of perns* 
ing a paper which contained not a new 
thought either od the subject of John Hun* 
teti hib stupendous museum, or bis invaluable 
diicoverieit Mr. Vinueui considered John 
j Hunter to stand very Jhhfh in the teale of 
scientihe men, «e4 Mi In left himi to die* 
epuree about Newton and Bac<m, miudend 
iutellect, sanies and ihoultieii in a strUn 
which wouli as well hove c(HumemoraU*d 
$lhiamin West, Of Myhhe^ Yah Dunck, 
eilchh Hunter. 

]^fom the vety imperfect manner !h which 
Mr. Vincent read his pi^r, we hsTe only 
to express Oiir regieti tilt did hot hire 
Rie wruer of At to perlmsn that duty# ^ 
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WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturdujf, mruanf 14, 1829. 

Mr. Cir^sAti Hawkins in the Cheir. 

bFX'IU'TlVE DISEASE OF THE HEAD,— TREA- 
SUREU’S ACCOUNTS, 

The Minutes having been read, the Chair- 
mail stated, that the promiaed coniinanica- 
tion of ]Jr. Gregory on bufty blood, waa still 
delayed in consequence of Dr. Gregory's 
absence in the country, After a conaider- 
uble silence, 

Mr, Aknott called on Mr. North to fa- 
vour the Society with the particulars of a 
case which had lately been attended by Mr. 
Nortli and himself, which 

hlr.NouTH stated was a peculiar example 
of the insidious maunei in which disease 
sometimes made its attacks. He wos, some 
time eiuce, called to see a lady who labour* 
ed under symptoms of catarrh ; frequent 
sneezing, disohurge from the nuse, cough, 
and headach. 'i here were no dimgerous 
symptoms in the case, and being, therefore, 
under no apprehension, he treated it as the 
disease wdiich it appeared to be, giving 
purgatives, and other usual medicines. The 
pain in the heod, hqwever, gradually in- 
creased, and on the third hr fimrth day from 
his first visit, the patient referred her chief 
suffering to Uie situation of the root of the 
nose. The forehead and ri^lit eye were 
tumefied, and, on placing his finger over 
the seat of pain, he suspected there was 
matter forming. This aflerw'ards turned out 
to be the fact. Mr. Guthrie wos called iii, 
and an incision made in the foreUetid *, four 
ounces of matter were discharged, and the ; 
patient was relieved. Nn daueer of any ! 
kind was how, or had been bemre, appre- ! 
jheoded ; there had not appeared the slight- 
est cause for it ; he was in doubt, however, 
what waa the natnre of the disease, and so 
lie continued. In two or three days after* 
the symptoms considerably increased ; the 
tnilse became rapid, <t1ie oountenatiee anx- 
ious, the general disturbance considerable, 
and. in eight or nine days mdre, the appear- 
nnoes became altogether extremely obscure. 
|ir. Mgcl^ now saw the patient, hut he 
ocmld not d^r^lne the disease. Dr. Le« 
risou Wilt then oal^d in { the pain in the : 
head inbreaied ihtrmingly, hut waa not con-1 
atapt. In ten di^a the right side became l 
paralysed* and the patient lost Uie power 
of mentioning par^cnlar words; the whole ; 
body assntned a yellow east jv this waa nev 
jaimdiee* and them were no symptoins of 
coma« In fourteen days tiie lady died— 
h<*T£> wov^tlhe whokpfieyeral aentenoeej 
which fell from the apeiher, in consequence | 


m 

I of the noise oocaiioned the entrance of 
chiurs for late members ; this creatednthuult 
twice the disturbance it need have done. 
By the time it had cessed, 

Mr. Arnott had taken up the case, Ijroa 
whose statements, and Oie discussion, we 
believe all the additional particulars will be 
elicited. The patient, Mr. Arnott said, was 
aged nineteen. The body waa very little 
emaciated by (he disease, but the yellow 
tinge, which he considered a peculiar fea- 
ture of the case, was distinctly marked 
throughout the wtele frame. On examin- 
ing (he head, no disease was discoverable, 
no iufiammation of the integuments; there 
was nothing but a lancet wound, the efieet 
of the incision. However, on taking down 
the scalp over the root of the nose, after 
death, tiie pericruniuin exhibited more de- 
cided marks; and, on sawing through the 
skull, a quantity of matter issued from the 
dura mater, and, on the 0 [>posite side, was 
a large portion of the dura mater in an ul- 
cerated stkte. (A preparation and a drawing 
of the pai’Is were here exhibited.) On pro- 
secuting the examination, the arachnoid 
was found much thickened, and there was 
a copious dejmsition of matter pressing upon 
[the brain. Ou examining the lougitudiaal 
sinus, that part opposite to the ulcer had its 
I coats also much thickened, and the internal 
I surface was lined with an effusiou of lymph. 
The brain throughout waa healthy. The 
case had impressed him (Mr. Amott) 
strongly, as one of those in which the real 
disease was totally undiscovemhle by w- 
ternal appearances ; the most obscure point 
was, he thought, the cause of the yellow 
colour, W'hich pervaded the whole body ; it 
arose* perhaps, from o diseased stutO of the 
blood, or tl»e biliary system, but he had ex- 
amined the liver, and there wua no apparent 
derangement, nor any unusual quantity of 
bile present. On a question as to tlm ex« 
act aituaiiou of (he matter, 

Mr. North stated, that the dura mater was 
separated from tite bone, and the maitor 
was ofiused over tire whole anterior aurface 
between them, lie had thought, at first, 
that this case was one of rare occurrence ; 
but oil referring to the elaborate work of 
Dr. Aberciombie, ho had discovered one or 
two others very similar to it. The absence 
of coma was singular, where so much mat- 
ter. (and there wsa a considerable . quantity,) 
him been pressing on the brain. 1 1 satisfied 
htni, tbat pressure ou the brain migiit exist 
Without produeiug coma. If the protent 
patieut had been found eomatote, it would 
have been imatqjfilett^ly ascribed to the pres- 
sure which arose from the effusion ; it 
proved diet we had yet to learn udiai wst 
tiiat peouUar owditiOa of the brain which 
gave rise to the oxiateuoe of coma. 

Dr. Ley Mid, that much matter might 
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Upon the brain, without injaring the 
iniellectual faculties, and mentioned some 
oases, one of puerperal fever, in support of 
his statement. In Mr. North’s cuse, the 
liressure had been on the anterior of the 
brain ; but if the same pressure had existed 
on the base of the brain, very different ef- 
fects upon the intellects would have occurred. 
He was one of the late members, and had 
not heard the whole of the case, but he 
wished to know more particularly the part 
U})oa which the matter had pressed. 

Mr. NoRTiisaid, it distributed over 
the whole surface ; (here was another great 
noise from the chairs ;) there was hardly a 
single part of the anterior portion of the 
brain not covered with a layer of pus. 

A Membek inquired, in what way the 
series of symptoms was produced, and where 
was the origin of the inflammation. He un- 
derstood, that it had appeared first in the 
integuments of the forehead, tlien went to 
the pericranium, thence to the dura mater, 
and that ulceration was an ulterior efiect. 
Great stress had been laid on the layer of 
matter which had been found on the iongi- 
tudinal sinuses. Was that the primary or 
the last link in the chain of events. Me 
(the Member) thought it was the last, and 
that there was no reason to believe that the 
inflammation began within, but tliat it pro- 
ceeded from tbe external to the internal 
parts. There need have been no wonder, 
then, at the absence of stronger symptoms ; 
none were to be expected. The disease, 
too, was not of a nature to produce com . 
Whenever tlie effusion of matter on the 
brain was gradual, very prominent or marked 
symptoms were never produced, 

Mr. Hunt thought the effect of n sudden 
effusion on the brain would produce local 
pressure. 

Dr. Ley considered, that a secretion of 
fluid upon the brain acted on alt parts of it 


there was not pressure, but a mere change 
of contents in the cranium, which change 
was not of a nature to produce pressure. 
Coma and paralysis were not necessarily 
connected. 

Dr, Copland thought the disease had 
arisen from an absorption of purulent mat- 
ter from the ulcerated surface. He had often 
noticed the yellow tinge after ulcerations. 
Had not the patient been carried off by ir« 
ritative fever? 

Mr. Nonni said the patient often laboured 
under irritation, but there Was no continued 
fever. 

Dr. Lev. Was the discharge from the 
nostrils offensive ? If so, he could easily 
understand how the disease had extended 
inwardly. Discharge from the ear often 
preceded comatose symptoms. Tbe sneez- 
ing did not prove that the disease was in the 
frontal sinuses. 

Mr. Noiith said, the discharge from the 
nose was not offensive. 

A Membeh, whose name we could not 
learn, thought that throughout the whole 
detail, the treatment had been too much 
lost sight of ; tlie pathological condition of 
the brain alone, seemed to have occupied the 
attention of the speakers. 

Mr. Nonrii replied, that as the nature of 
the disease had not been discovered until 
after death, he had not thought it of conse- 
quence to say much ou the subject of tbe 
treatment, which was not of a very active 
kind; he stated this very candidly, and 
thought it was no disgrace to tbe gentlemen 
attending the case. If they could have 
looked into the lady’s head before death, 
more active treatment might have been re- 
sorted to. 

About half post nine, the treasurer varied 
tbe debate, by handing in a statement of his 
yearly account, which was received as very 


alike, as pressure would act upon a staled, that there was a 

, J /..-.KJ 


water ; not on one part, but throughout the 
whole mats. 

Kodericx Macleod thought, that some 
of the observations of the member, who spoke 
before Mr. Hunt, were very unfortunate, and i 
lljat Mr. Arnolt and Mr. North had over - 1 
looked some of tlie ]>oint8 necessary to a full 
elucidation of the case. He considered the 
disease originated in the ftontal sinuses, and 
for that reason tbe sneezing had not been 
cured. Those which were takou to be ca-i 
tarrhal symptoms, bad preceded the exiemail | 
tumefaction. There was an abseocei^l^, of 
all coiistituUoiial disturli^e. The father 
of the lady had stuted, tint she bad been ! 
affected with sneezing a long time previous, 
unaccompanied with any other catarrhal; 
symptoms. J'he effusion ^as not saffident^ 
to produce coma; it was merely distributed 
over the left hemisphere, Ue oonsidered , 


balaace iu hand of Mibl, of funded property, 
in the 4 per cents. Tim discussion then 
went on again. 'J’he chief points of the 
cose were ably summed up by Dr. Granville, 
who expressed his opinion timt the dis- 
ease originated internally. Not tim slight- 
eit hluiue could be attached to the medical 
attendants. 

Mr. Arnovt, in conclusion, with refe- 
rence to the yellow colour of the skin, add, 
that in all cases h^ had j|^ seen of inflam- 
mation of the veltw, a yellow tinge bad ap- 
peered, and tbit the result wei invodsbiy 
fttai. 

The Secrryaiiv referred to eemal oaaes 
which bad occurred in St. George’s Hospi- 
tal, in proof, that whenever a yeltew or 
Imid state of the skin had ocenrr^^^^ the 
veins and artedetthmiuiielyes were iwava 
healthy. 
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EONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Monday, February 16, 1829. 


Dr. SfiBARMAN in the Chair. 
urncAcv OP the ergot of rye. — al- 

LEOED PARTIALITY OP THE RFOISTRAB. 

— CASE OF M0NSTR081TY*— MOltUIO 8PE* 

CIMEH8. 

Thk miuutee of the last Meeting; liaviag been 
read, 

Mr, Brown related the particulars of 
a case showing, to his mind, the efficient 
quality of the ergot of rye. The lady had 
been delitered a few days previously of her 
tenth child. In the course of the nine for- 
mer births, she had been subject to the most 
olarmiiig haimorrhage, and after her ninth 
delivery, was under the necessity of hav- 
ing the operation of transfusion performed 
by Mr. Waller, and, in consequence of 
w^hicb alone, it was supposed, her life had 
been preserved. As she proceeded in her 
last pregnancy, she had an impression that 
she should not survive the birth of the child. 
Recollecting the danger that had attended 
all her former labours, Mr. Brown had con- 
sulted Dr. Blundell, and it was agreed, that 
a preparation of the ergot of rye should be 
in readiness to exhibit, should the circum- 
stances requite it. Mr. Browm was called 
to her at nine in the morning; he then 
found that labour bad begun, tliat the soft 

{ larts were dilatable, and that labour was 
ikely to be terminated very speedily, should 
there be a sufficiency of uterine action, but 
which turned out to be wholly ineftective, 
without the assistance of the* ergot of rye. 
The patient having remained pretty much 
in the same condition till about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, with the exception of her 
pains having rather flagged in energy, a 
table spoonful of the decoction, and twenty 
drops of tlie tincture were administereu. 
Twelve minutes afterwards a pain came on, 
giadoal at first, increasiug in force, and of a 
d^atiuu and degree which surpassed any 
thing he had ever seen, and by which u very 
Imrge child was immediately* expelled. In- 
•tuHtly tlie d«siTnb)c contracted state of the 
n^os was petceptiblo *, md there was a 
ntite of pnlse sad capillary condition, 
which had hot been eXperienoed deriiig any 
former labour. In twenty minutes after- 
wards the dose waa repeated, by Which the 
placenta waa expelled, and the uterus re* 
mained contraetk. A third portion was 
repeated in another twenty minutes, 
which seenred the patient free from hm^ 
morrhage, and the uterus] in n.perma- 


nently contracted state. The force with 
which the child was expelled in this in- 
stance, after the ergot had been exhibited, 
impressed his mind, that no mechanical ob- 
struction ought to exist in cases where the 
ergot was exhibited, and that the greatest 
caution ought to be exercised, to ascertain 
that the soft parts were in a proper condi- 
tion for the delivery. 

A Member wished to know, why Mr. 
Brown had continued to exhibit the ergot 
after the first dose had been so ofFectual, 
and whether there dils any subsequent in- 
flammation of the abdomen or uterus ? 

Mr. Brown observed, that no infiammn- 
toiy consequences bnd resulted, and that be 
bad continued the use of the ergot for the 
purpose, if possible, of perfectly securing 
the padeut against flooding. 

Mr. Waller remembered the patient, 
from bis having y^rformed upon her the ope- 
ration of transfusion ; and, bad he been pre- 
sent on this latter occasion, be should have 
agreed in the propriety of exhibiting all the 
ergot that Mr. Brown had stated he had 
given, because be should have been appre- 
hensive of relaxation, the patient being of 
a flabby habit, and a constitution to warrant 
the apprehension. 

Dr. Walshaian remembered having bad 
one or two caaea, of a very similar descrip- 
tion. In tliose cases, the Ineniorrhage was 
of an alarming nature, and the pulse had at 
times entirely disappeared. In both the 
cases, the pulse was raised by the exhibi- 
tion of opium, and recovery followed. 


Mr. Peirse, as a member of tire Society, 
considered that he had a right to complain 
of the Registrar, as to the mode in which 
he bad been in the 1\ahit of taking minutes 
of the proceedings of the Society. On the 
night on which the Society had last met, 
the Registrar read two papers communi- 
cated by a member. Mr, Sh early had made 
some observations on those papers, and 
upon what Mr. Shearly had said, he (Mr. 
Peirse) had delivered his opinion ; but, 
notwitlistandiug the Registrar had seemed 
to make a very full report of what had 
transpired in the course Of tlie evening, not 
a syllable of notice had boeu taken of whot 
had fallen from him. It might be, in the 
infinite wisdom of the Registmr, thought 
right, that tlm remark that he (Mr. Peirse) 
made in the ^ciety, ought not to be re- 
^rded as w«H as tlie observations of other 
members ; but he knew of no principle war- 
ranting such a course of proceeding. 

The PRBsii) ENT begged to inlomi Mr. 
Peii^, thatl if there wns any suspicion <jf 
partiality on the part of the Registrar, the 
complaint ought to be made to the Council, 
Mr. Peirse bowed to the Chair, observ- 
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iDg, thit be did chaige Uie HttgUtiar with 
partiality, and tbit be could relate a woiei 
of cases erluch would bear bim out in bis 
declaratious. 

The Rrgistiai denied any partiality. 
The PaKBiDiKT again intiiutted, that the 
complaiut could ouly be made, and tbe sub- 
ject diacttsaed, before tbe Council* 


Mr* SiiaAiXY exhibited sn instance of 
monstrosity which ho obtained from St 
Saviour’s Workhouse, whe esse was that of 
twins; both obtblren were bom alive; tlie 
ot»e be exhibited bad lived from half past 
ten in the morning to aevt^n in tbe evening, 
and, in the coniee of that time, bad per- 
formed the act of deglutition several times. 
It exhibited a double harelip, no noatrila, 
hernia cerebri, a deficiency of the frontal 
bene, and the stamps of acme of tb« dugen 
of tbe light band, as if amputation of parts 
of them bad Ireen performed, and the wound 
neatly healed up. Tbe other child was not 
well, and was likely to die soon. 


Dr. Ram A OCX produced to the Society ape- 
clmeua of a morbid larynx and an (ciopbagus. 
He took also the opportunity of expressing 
bis surprise at baving heard it stated, timt 
in one of Uie cases related oa tlie former 
evening, and which had alreudy been al- 
luded to, there was no fever present. Since 
then be bad been assured, and the sssur- 
ance came from a relation of the patient's, 
that the patient had bad a violent aflectioa 
of tbe brain, accompanied with fever, for at 
least four days after bis attack of illnesa. 
llik fever probably liad subaided before the 
au^or of the case was called in, otherwise 
such a misstatement would probably hot 
have been made. 

'llie FttEsinKNT suggested, that this state- 
ment ought to bare been made in the pre- 
sence of the author. 

Dr. Ramaook merely wished to remove 
tbe impression, that no fever had existed. 

In some remarks on Mr. Brown's case , 
Dr. Ryan said, that the practitioner should 
always procure the ergot of rye in its natu- 
ral state, as no dependence could be placed 
on ilie ditferent forms kepi in the abopa, 
as they were invariably i^ulternted* Ine 
ergot of rye should be Wpt in its natural 
granular slate, in closely stopped bottles, 
nod would retain its extraoraina^^wers' 
for many years. If exposed to tbb air, it 
would, after some time, Income a brown 
powder, and be perfectly useless, 


GL.iSGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY, 

Catukiihb Adau, aged a woman of 
a weak and delicate constitution, was ad- 
mitted hv Dr. Brown, on tbe iotli of Octo- 
ber, with rupia. The disease, in some 
places, was simple ; but, In Otbela, assumed 
a prominent character, and was spread 
over tbe arms, fore-arms, face, tbigbs, and 
legs. Some of the scabs were clevatini 
above the surrounding akin two or three 
lines ; stUl rather flat, and of a greenish 
colour, When these fall off, they leave 
behind a deep excavated* sore, which llie 
pulient described as exceedingly painful. 
She described the disesso as beginning in 
the fom of small vesicles, followed by tho 
formation of scabs, There was, likewise, nu 
eruption of scabies scattered over tbe hands 
and foiB-arm ; her health and appetite wore 
tolerably good, her tongue was also clean, 
bowels open, and pulse 100, but small. 

The eruptiou appeared about live months 
previous to her admission, and was preceded 
by a smart attack of fever of three days’ 
duration. She had taken bark, and also a 
aolutiou of tbe muriate of mercun% in 
whiskey, which bad not, however, affected 
her mouth. She complsined of lomcUmes 
feeling feverish during the night. She was 
ordered half an ounce of castor oil. 

Hss bad several stools, but still com- 
plained of occasional chills and flushes ; nod 
as her pulse was 106, and throbbing, eight 
ounce! of blood were ordered to be taken 
from tbe arm. She was directed to take six 
ounces of the compound decoction of sarsa- 
parilla three times daily, adding to each dose 
tw'on^ ininiins of the aolutiou of the muri- 
ate of mercury. 

1^. Complaihed of aloeping ill during the 
night, and her bowels were regular, Shu 
was ordered to continue her medicine, in- 
creasing tbe doae of the solution of mercury 
to twenty-five minims, and to take an 
anodyne taught at bed- time. 

Not. 3. The patient now came under the 
charge of Dr. Millar, who was appointed 
the senior physician in tho place of Dr* 
Brown, who had resigned* 'Hie treatment 
i^pted by bis predecessor was continued. 

18. There was no ebange in tbe patieui 
for tbe better, but still there bad been no 
further enipUon, Scfaral of tba ulcers 
looked clean and bgfdUiy* Tbe docootioii 
of sarsapanlla ordert'd to be omitted* To 
jhave tbe Mowing : two pounds of the de- 
coction of elm, and a dlacbm of the arseni- 
cal solution, niiaed; and of this sbe was 
to take two onncei three times, daily ; aud 
to the ulcers on the. legs she was to a)>piy, 
morning and evwii ointment of the 
oxide of zinc* 
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Dee. 8. The ttlsm on tbe lege were 
fioking worse. Sho was ordered an embro- 
(Stioo of water and vinegar. 

11* Ills appesraaee of the ulcers was 
itill niore unhealthy than at the last report, 
ind more painful. A common poultice was 
lirecied to be applied to them, 

13. Little change for the better in the 
ulcers situated on the leg* Solid pitch* 
one ounce; wheat dour, sufiicieut to make 
into grain pills ; take three pills three times 
a-day ; cataplaBm to be continued, and the 
solution of arieuio to be omitted. 

%-h* Tho sores on tlio leg were looking 
bolter, but there was n new scab on the 
neck. To take twelve pills daily. 

!^7. There was a new eruption to-day, 
sj)rea<l almost over the whole body. Her 
appetite w'Ss diminiahed, and she was every 
way much worse. The pills were omitted, 
and fifteen drops of muriatic acid to he 
taken tliree times daily, in water. 

:U. 8he had evidently, for some lime 
past, diminiahed in strength. Her appe* 
tite was also bnd, and she complained of 
sleeping ill during the night. To have an 
ouncf of wine, to be repeated four times 
daily. 

Jan. 8, 1829. There w'as still no im- 
jwoveiuent. ^ 

opium, 12 grains i 
CaUmel, 8 grains ; 

Kmsttc tartar^ 4 grains ; 

Syrup iff ginyer, sufficient to divide into 
24 pills; to take one three times 
aday. 

She w'as ordered the decoction of sarsa- 
parilla, to be taken with each pill, aud to 
omit tliO muriatic acid, 

I'his patient still remains in the hospital, 
little or no improvement having taken 
place, notwitlistandiug tire great variety of 
trealinent employed. 


IlOYAL IKS^lTtUTION. 

ThsKB was e very crowded attendance at 
the lioyal Institution on Triduv last, when 
M^ iaraday delivered a Lecture on the Ac- 
tive Molecules exisiiug in Solid Hodies, Or- 
ganic and lutMrganie, as discovered recently 
by Mr. Brown* Mr. Faraday, by drawittgi 
Wad speoifSieiuir shbwed that living and dead 
iHilitiiifiaeSi saok Ii nuuSSlOt stone, &«., pro- 
minute particles capable of motion, 
abltie of wMeh were of the i-l5,000ib of an 
Ittcli, and dfwceuding m low as l-fMi,tKK)Ui 
iitii of tot inch* TO Lteature was very 
loudly applSuded* 

Theta w#ie Several curioua prCianta on 
^e Libtti^ table, among which waaalonqoe 
usually wbfn by the chiefs of Britaia in past 
ages, found in Meridueibabire ; soma lire 
Chineso piiatinga» by ttsHife artists, Ac* 
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Edinburgh, 3d Jon., 1829* 

An old pensioner, named Donald, lived 
in the house about Christmas, 1827 ; he was 
in bod health, and died a short time before 
his (|uartsr’s pension was due; that he 
owed Hare 4h; and a day or two after Uie 
peusiouer’a death. lUre proposed that h» 
body should be sold to the doctors, and that 
the declaront should gel a share of the price* 
Declarant suid it was impossible to do it, 
because tbe man would be coming in with 
the coffin immediately ; but after tbe body 
was put into tbe coffin, and tbe lid was 
nailed down, Hare started the lid with a 
chisel, aud he and declarant took out the 
corpse aud concealed it in tbe bed, and put 
tanner's bark, from behind the house, into 
the coffin, and covered it with a Bheet,.and 
nailed down the lid of llie coffin, and tlie 
coffin was then carried away for interment* 
That Hare did not appear to have been con- 
cerned in any thing of the kind before, and 
seemed to be at a loss how to get tlte body 
disposed of, and he and Hare went in the 
evening to the yard of the college, and taw 
a person like a atudent there, and the de- 
clarant aaked him if there were any of Dr, 
Monro's men about, because )>e did not 
know tliexe was any way of dispoaing of a 
dead bcnly, nor did Hate. Tbe young man 
asked what they wauled with Dr, Monro, 
and the declarant told him that be had a 
subject to dispose of, and tbe young man 
reiV-ired him to Dr. Knox, No. 10, Surgeon’s 
Square, and they went there, aud saw young 
gentlemeu, whom he knows to be Jones, 
Miller, and Ferguson, and told them that 
they had a subject to dispose of, but they 
did not ask how they ohtaiaed it ; and they 
told the declarant and Hare to come hack 
when it whs dark, and that they tliemaelvea 
would find a porter to carry it. Declarant 
and Hare went home, sod put the body into 
a sack, and carried it to Surgeon's ^pare, 
and not knowing how to dispose of it, laid 
it down at the door of the cellar, and went 
up to the rnom, where the three young 
men saw them, and told them to hnng up 
the body to ^e room, which they did, aud 
l^ey took the hody out of the sack, and laid 
ft on the disaecting table ; thot the ahirt 
Waion tliehody, but the young men asked 
ue queations as to that, and the declarant 
and Hare, at Umif deaire, took off the shirt, 
sad got 7(. i0s. Dr. Knox came in after 
the ahirt was taken of, and looked at the 
body, and proposed tlmt they should get 
Ti. 10s., and authorised Jones to settle with 
Cham \ and he asked no questions as to how 
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the body bad been obtained. Hare got 
4/. and the declarant got U. 5s. Jones, 
&c., said, they, would be glad to see them 
again when they had any other body to dis* 
pose of. 

Early last spring, 1828, a woman from 
Gilmerton came to Hare’s house as a nightly 
lodger, Hare keeping seven beds for lodgers: 
that she was a stranger, and she and Hare 
became merry, and drank together, and next 
morning she was very ill in consequence of 
wbut she bad eat, iqul she sent for more 
drink, and she oud Hare drank together ; 
and she became very sick and vomited, 
and that time she had not risen from bed, 
and Hare then said that they would try 
and smother her, in order to dispose of 
her body to the doctors. That she was 
lying on her back in the bed, and quite 
insensible from drink, and Hare clapped 
his hand on her mouth and nose, and 
the declarant laid himself across her body, in 
order to prevent her making any disturbance, 
and she never stirred, and they took her out 
of bed and undressed her, and put her into 
a chest* 

The next was a man named Joseph, a 
miller, and lying badly in the house, lliat 
he got some drink from declarant and Hare, 
but was not tipsy ; be was very ill, lying in 
bed, and could not speak sometimes, and 
there was a report on that account that there 
was fever in the house, which made Hare 
and his wife uneasy in case it slrould keep 
away lodgers, and they (declarant and Hare) 
agreed that they should suffocate him for the 
same purpose, and the' declarant got a small 
pillow and laid it across Joseph’s mouth, 
and Hare lay across the body to keep down 
the arms and legs, and be was disposed of i 
in the same manner. ^ 

In May, 1828, as he thinks, an old woman 
came to the house as a lodger, and she was 
the worse for drink, and she got more drink 
of her own accord, and she. became very 
drunk, and declarant suffocated her; and 
Hare was not in the house at the time ; and 
she was disposed of in the same manner. 

Soon after an Englishman lodged there 
for some nights, and he was ill of the jnuu* 
dice ; that lie was in bed very unwell, and 
Hare and declorant got above and held him 
down, and, b^ holing him down, suffocated 
him, and disposed of him in the same 
manner. » 

Shortly afterwards, an old woman naaied 
Haldane (but be knows nothiim farther of 
her) lodged in the house, and she had 
some drink at the time, and got more to !&’ 
toxicate her, and he and'liata suffocated 
her, and disposed of her in the tame manner^ 

Soon afterwards, a cinder-woman carfe 
the house as a lodger, artie believes, and 
she got drink from Hare and the declarant, 
and became tipsy, and the wiw half asleep, 


and he and Hare suffocated her, and disposed 
of her in the same manner. 

About Midsummer, 1828, a woman, with 
her son or grandson, about twelve years of 
age. and who seemed to be weak in his 
mind, came to the house as lodgers ; the 
woman got a dram, and when in bed asleep, 
he and Hare suffocated her ; and the boy 
jlRdfsitting at the fire in the kitclien, and he 
and Hare took hold of hfm, and carried him 
into the room, and suffocated him. 

That soon afterwards the declarant brought 
a woman to the house as a lodger, and after 
some days she got drunk, and was disposed 
of in the same manner. That declarant and 
Hare generally tried if lodgers would drink, 
and if they would drink they were disposed 
of in that manner. 

The declarant then went for a few days to 
the house of Helen M’ Dollars father, and 
when he returned, he learned from Hare 
that he had disposed of a woman in the 
declarant’s absence, in the same manner, in 
bis own bouse ; but die declarant does not 
know the woman’s name, or any further 
particulars of the case, or whether any 
other person was present, or knew of it. 

That about this time be went to live in Bro- 
gan’s house, an(L a woman named Margaret 
Haldane, daughter of the woman Haldane be- 
fore mentioned, and whose sister is married 
to Clark, a tinsmitii in the High Street, 
came into the house, but the declarant does 
not remember for what purpose j and she 
got drink, and was disposed of in the same 
manaer. That Hare was not present, and 
neither Broggan nor las son knew the least 
thing about that, or any other case of the 
same kind. 

That in April, 1828, he fell in with the 
girl Paterson, and her companion, in Con- 
stantine Burke’s house, and tliey had break- 
fast together, and be sent for Iwe, and he 
and Hare disposed of her in the same man- 
ner ■, and Mr. Ferguson, and a tall lad, who 
Seemed to have known the woman by sight, 
asked where they liad got the body ; and 
the declarant said he had pnrcluised it froth 
an old woman at the back of the Canongate. 
Tlie body was disposed of five or six hours 
after the girl was killed. 

One day in September or October, 1828, 
a washer- woman had been willing in the 
house for some time, tuid he and Hare suffia- 
cated her, and disposed of her in the sai&e 
.manner. . ■, :■ ■■■ ■' 

Soon afterwards a woman, named 
pi, who was a distant relatioa of Helen 
M’Dougars first busbtnd, came toBroggan’s 
house to see M'Boagal; and after she had 
been coming and going to the house for a 
few days, she got drunk, and was served iu 
the some way by the deolaiaat and Hare. 

That Daft Jamie” was then disposed 
[of in the manner meatioaed in the in diet- 
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ment, except that Here waBeocoemed in it. 
1'hat Hare was lying alongside of Jamie in 
the bed, and Hare suddenly toined on him, 
and put his hand on his mouth and nose ; 
and Jamie, who had got drink, but was not 
drunk, made a terrible resistance, and he 
and Hare fell from the bed together, Hare 
still keeping hold of Jamie’s mouth and 
nose ‘f and as they lay on Uie floor together 
declarant lay across Jamie, to prevent him 
from resisting, and they held him in that 
state till he was dead, and he was disposed of 
in the same manner; and Hare took a brass 
snuif'box and a spoon from Jamie’s pocket, 
and kept the box to himself, and never gave 
it to the declarant, but he gave him the 
spoon* 

And the last was the old woman Docherty, 
for whose murder he has been convicted. 
That she was not put to death in the man- 
ner deponed to by Hare on the trial. That 
during the acuffle between him and Hare, 
in the course of which he was nearly 
strangled by Hare, Docherty had crept 
among the straw, and after the scuifte was 
over, they had acme drink, and after 
that they both went forward to where 
the woman was lying sleeping, and Hare 
went forward first, and seized her by 
the mouth and nose, as on former occasions ; 
and at the same tiiue llie declarant lay 
across her, and she had no opportunity of 
making any noise ; and before she was dead, 
one or other of them, he does not recollect 
w‘hich, took hold of her by the throat. That 
while he and Hare were struggling, which 
was a real scuffle, M'Dougal opened the 
door of the apartment, and went into the 
inner passage and knocked at the door, and 
called out police and murder, but soon came 
back ; and at the same time Hare’s wife 
called out, never to mind, because the de- 
clarant and Hare would not hurt one ano- 
ther. That whenever he and Hare rose and 
went towards the straw where Docherty 
was lying, M'Dougal and Hare’s wife, wlio 
he thinks, were lying in bed at the time, or, 
perhaps, were at tlm fire, immediately rose 
tod left the house, but did not make any 
taoise. so far as he heard, and he was sur- 
prised at thefir gwug out at that time, be- 
cause he did not see how they could have 
«ay suspicions of what they (the declarant 
tod Hare) intended doing. That he cannot 
toy whether he tod Hare would have killed 
, Docherty or not, ifthe women had remained, 
ihecansa they were so determined to kill the 
ifrtotoa, the dnnk beiiig la their bead. 



-WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


EHTROPEAV. 

Mary Atjn Huntly, ®tat. 23, admitted 
Nov, 20, 1828, under Professor Guthrie, 
with entropeon. 

About ten years ago, while rfecovering 
from the measles, she became affected with 
ophthalmia of both eyes, which has oc- 
casionally recurred since, and sometimes to 
such an extent as tctoenderher totally blind. 
Blisters, issues, ana the various antiphlo- 
gistic items, had all been employed without 
muoli benefit. 

The superior palpebrm are now com- 
pletely inverted, and the eye-lashes in con- 
tact with the ball ; considerable contraction 
of the angles of the lids, and increased 
secretion of the meibomian glands ; conjunc- 
tiva deeply inflamed ; cornea opaque. For 
the last two or three years her health has 
not been very good. She now presents a de- 
cidedly chlorotic appearance ; tongue flabby 
and pale ; bowels sluggish, 

Deo. 2. The " author” enacted the opea- 
tion in the presence of all his colleagues, and 
a great number of pupils and visitors. The 
struggles of the patient protracted the ope- 
ration. Tlie blade of a blunt-pointe»d pair 
of scissors was carefully introduced close 
to the external angle of the right eye, and 
a perpendicular incision made the third of 
an inch in length, dividing the tarsal car- 
tilage. Another incision was made in like 
manner, at the inner angle, external to the 
pimctum lachrymale, it being a point not to 
divide the lachrymal canal. The lid was now 
perfectly free, and a fold of skin was excised 
transversely from the superior palpebra; 
tliree ligatures were introduced, and the 
divided parts brought in contact ; each liga- 
gature was twisted, and fastened to the fore- 
head by Q slip of adhesive plaster. A 
bandage was put over tlie whole. The Cpe- 
ration was next performed on the left eye, 

U. The formation of granulations was 
prevented by occasionally touching the 
wound with caustic ; the ligatures have 
come away, and the eye-lashes are com^ 
pletely everted. 

13. Made an out patient. 

Jto. 1, 1829. The lid remains in its na- 
tural position ; the vitiated curvature of tlie 
tarsal cartilage is removed; the cornea 
cl^ng, and vessels of the conjunctiva have 
nearly retnrned to their natural calibre. 
General health much improved. 

This is a ease which Mr. Guthrie had for 
some time treated at his “ Eye-sore Infir- 
mary,” in Warwick- street *, hut not having 
accommodation (or her in that splendid 
institution, be vouchsafed to admit her 



COMPOUND yilATURES,-O^TERS, 0 ! 

[Although thi followiDg wu not oontma- 
nicttod hy oithor of out riuorten, wo con 
touch for ito ftocuracj. Wo iboll lay open 
this most itupid of oil U vstiio next week,] 
{Saturday, Foh, Uth, lhS9* Sir Antnoxv 
Oyoiik eoliootod tht pupili in tho thoatro, 
having noticed that he had some intereit' 
ing commonicattosa to atako to them. 
Kiamioer Lynn, Profc^r Guthne, and 
CousoiUor White, Wing ^preaeut, John 
Marphy, whoM cate it noticed in No. tds 
of thit Jouroahpage waa brought for- 
ward. Tho man Wing unfolded hie un- 
mentionnblei, Sir Anthony introdueed him 
to tim notice of the company, and obaervtd, 
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within the walla of this hospital This is 
remarkable, being contrary to the usual 
prastiee of the liberal *’ author,” who, in 
his search after paUeBts, smuggles every 
ophthalmic case that appean here, and by 
sending the patient to VVarwick- street, con- 
trihutea to swell the list of citm elaborated 
in ^iiwondarhil cnieible of surgery. 


COUrOVNO raACTUBE. 

Thomas Cullenham, »t. ,V), a large sinewy 
msn, of temperate habits, aWitted fSd of 
January, 1889, with ^ampouad fracture of 
the lag. The tibia was much eomminuted, 


and a spiculum of bone projected about an j that the physicians and sargeoai had deter- 


inch, through a wound three inches above 
the ancle ; this was removed by the. bone 


nippari. The man was placed on \m sidei««».» »« «•«»« considered sulheienay inte- 


nsd a piece of dresuug placed over the 
wonnd, 


mined, in future, to hold a public otmsitUa- 
tion in the theatre every ^torday, on such 


resting; and had agreed to observe the 
nil« promulged in Ur. Percivars Medical 


f4. He has been restless during the I Ethics, to wit, that after the medical at- 
* • ' ■ * ...... ‘tendant had stated the history of the case, 

his coUtagues should pronounce their opi<- 
niotts in rotation, beginning with the junior. 
‘Ihie Knight then laid hold of the scrotum, 
and said, that having treated tickled 
upT) the man for ten days, witliahve- 
I grain blue pUI night and morning, he opined 
the malady was not venereal, but wrofu* 
lous, Mr. Gutlirie considered it was slow 
iodfunmatiou, and might be cured by the 
ordinary means. Mr, White thought, with 
8ir Anthony, tliat the disease was scrofu- 
lous, and wss not to be cured in the atmo- 
sphere of an hospital ; change of air, exer- 
cise, and regular living, would, in his opi- 
nion, do more than all the physic in the 
kingdom. Mr. Lpn said he had not paid 
particular Bltention to the case, but from the 
patient's appearance, he should conceive 
tlie complaint to arise from disorder of ilie 
digestive fuaciioD. The man (John Mur- 
phy) having pulled up his breeches, and 
walked away, Sir A. Carlisle observed to 
the students, tlmihe had a very painful duty 
to perform in referring to some scandaiowi 
reports of cates treated in tliia Hospital, 
that had lately appeared in a. notorious pidi* 
iicatioa, which ht considered a disgrace to 
the medical republic. H« was extremely 
•orry to find, tlmt any pnpil of this Hoipi»> 
til could be , found km esou|b to tuM 
reports to so leveUing a pubUcatioa. Wilp 
respect to the ptrtfouter wporta* be 
not hoiitata;to say, that 
instMcWr/aba; and* 

with a view lo iiypie the snneon’i pti^m 
feelingt, and to pander to the aovdidlnie* 
resu of a certain obnQa:toua peiioQ. Gf He 
reporter Ite should pay, that he Was unwor- 
Hy to aiaacUte with gentlenmn ; was a 
traitot) a spy in the eamp ; and wmild doubt- 
less, go on from one Vile deed to another, 
liil hehad sunk to lowest abyss of in- 


night; the broken bones displarfd, Mr, 
'White saw him, and swathed the limb in an 
eighteen-tailed bandage, and fixed a splint 
on the outer side. 

Evening. Leg painful ; abdomen some- 
what distended with fisrus. A dose of 
houic physic to be drunk in tlie morning. 

85. Leg extremely painful; abdomen 
tympanitic.; pulse 100, email. Tim splint 
end bsndage removed from the leg, which 
emitted a eangrenoue odour; the pitient is 
hud upon his hack, with the limb in the 
eemilexed position, and supported with 
bnn bolsters. 

Suimiurklt^ mercury, grs. iv. ; 

Ortfiartic extract, gis. vj. form two piUa, to 

be swallowed immediately. 

In the evening he became Testlesa, and 
inooherent in manner ; attorn pted to get out 
of. bed, and displaced his L'g from the 
proper posture. Tongue dry, brown ; pulse 
110, thin, A grain at^ a half of opium were 
given immediately, and a dose of aperient 
Utedicine ordered to be taken every three 
bott», until the bewsli ahould be acted 
upon. 

^ » 84* Tbp npper part of tU leg, and the 
*^thigb,aaiphyseiuato8e; wound gangrenotts; 
disHarfe diacoluored, and fotid. 

A beer 'grounds pultice. Wine and cor- 
dials, and an occaifonal dow of spirit of 
ttondererus and waler.y 

87. Symptoms exMjwrato^; gnnftone 
extending. Ty mpanitu . iotemiimlfo iwefi< 
iog out the abdoineii to a greil siie ; reS|(t< 
ration hurried ; pidse 190* 

weak and small A tordfol mixt^ to be 
taken fnkjuently. 

88. Expire^. The next of kia wooW 
not pe imit the body to be exiinined. 



OPBEA||OK Of tlTHOTOMY: 


mi 


fmf. He tmited tbe papils would not her* 
bouT such a degrtded clieracter amongst 
them; that ihey would consult tlieir own 
hoTiouT, bybringi^ him forward from his 
hiding place, ift order that bis Gorgon 
Sinaameots might be recognised in the face 
of day, and ^at he might be for ever ex- 
cluded from the society of honourable men ! ! 
Jn conclusion, he declared, if the pupils con- 
tinued to screen such a wretcl^, and if simi- 
lar reports ahonld continue to appear in 
that vUe periodical, hewuld newr open his 
fnautk {jiiuery, o 4? s 1) ttgain* 

Mr. Guthrie said, he had no objection to 
the {mblicaiion of his cases, provided they 
were fairly represented. His feeling had 
been much hurt by t)ie manner in which he 
had been handled in the reports alluded to. 


hernia) he had been made to say, thst he 
bad used too much force, and had ruptured 
the gangrenous intestine ; now he had 
merely said, that he was afraid the texture 
of the gut could not withstand the /ores 
necessary to restore it into the abdomen. 

Mr. White considered that Thb Lancst 
had done some good in the profession, and, if | 
conducted in a spirit of moderation, would 
have (lone much more ; but of late it had 
adopted such an obnormous sud injurious line 
of conduet, as to disgust the heads tf the 
profmion,m<l, consequently, to paralyse its 
utility, 

Mr. Lyun gave no opinion ; but during 
Sir Anthony’s oration he said aloud, ** let the 
OAtLXD jade minee,* Bravo, Dowager 1 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 

pPHnATXON OF UTIHJTOMY BY WR, KEY. 

On Tuesday last, shout aqusrter past one 
o’clock, Noble Freemen (the patient), was 
placed on theoperstingtable. 1’be strsight 
•taff having been introduced, tlm second 
incision Isid bare a' amall portion of tlis 
meUira, and lino point of the knife wss in- 
sorted into tlm groove of the stiff, rod ear- 
ned onwards into tto bltddeR It wh 
ovtdent, however, that the knifs in ibi » 
t^uotion into the baddov had to contend 
•gi^t oomo eonmdoroble reaistaneo, so ss 
to tiro it soittiwbst out of its course. ITiis 
WTO oeea^oiiod by the Idadder oontracting, 
ipd {biibgtiw #teo«t ^rhuh was of large 
klto. dosro. to ho »i«k» The kulfo rod 
were thro wiiiidraiiiit rod the larcops 
introdrooduimithbdi^ Thoslorowas 
apparendy oeodily laid bdld of, and the opo- 
rator atiompied to extraetit,lmt wssloU^; 
and aUho^^ it was repeatedly grasped by 
the forceps on aerorot of ita targe atw, 
it was ibrod tmposididtf tb oxtraet It witfaeut 
dilating thi wron^ llio luiiflt tbcrelbre J 


was a second time Introduced, and the see- • 
tion of the neck of the bladder enlarged ; 
Mr. Callaway at the same time Imlding the 
forceps in the bladder, with the stone in 
their grasp. In the effort of extraction, the 
Slone broke, and a large fragment was re- 
moved. ITje operator again introduced the 
forceps, and endeavoured to extract the 
Temaiuiog portion, but the stone again broke, 
and ano&er fragment only was removed. 
The forceps were afterwards necessarily 
introduced a great number of times, but the 
irritabiUty of the bladder was so great, and 
the contraction so vi|lent, that it was with 
considerable difiicuity that the remaining 
portion could be gras^d at all. Each effort, 
however, succeeded in removing larger or 
smaller fragments, till it was so crumbled 


In one instance, especially, (a case ol^tbat the operator called for a scoop, which 

,.. 1.^.1 1 — j- '--^was introduced, but it was found impossible 

to use it with advantage and facility. From 
the excessive suffering produced by the 
operation, and the necessary and repeated 
introduction of the forceps, the patient 
began to feel exhausted, and the operator 
thought it beat to desist for a few minutes, 
during which time some wine, and a few 
drops of laudanum, were adminiiiered. He 
then determined to inject the bladder with 
warm water, convinced, as be was, that many 
fragments still remained. The operation 
of injection was repeated several times, 
washed away many pieces of stone, and 
some coagulated blood, and facilitated the 
grasping of the stone very considerably; 
five large pieces were removed after the 
second injection, and, after the sixth, not the 
smallest particle of the stone was left be- 
hind. He was immediately unbound, much 
exhausted, and put to bea, and a dose of 
tire syrup of poppies administered. 

18. We visited him with the surgeon Ibis 
morning. He had passed a gfiod night, was 
tolerably free from pain, and there was but 
little tenderness of tlje abdomen. The 
urine had flowed freely through the wound. 

The operation wat onepf crosiderable diffi- 
culty, owing to the large size of the stone, 
and the extreme irritability of the blad- 
der. It was such an one ro the operator* to 
use his own words, “ bad never beftmt ex* 
perienced/' Mr. Key did not, for one mo- 
meat, lose hit presence of mind, but con- 
ducted himself ** in a manner that the pub- 
lie haven right to expeel from t surgeon of 
Guy^e ’nm operation lasted 

•hoot twea^minutei. 


ifyeidenU aimiaei dmmg the Wesk, wider tie 
emef Mr^ Hvdmby Cooper* 

Clbpsl B^prepuBurn on neck and arm, 
Dwem lYo)d---lnjory to the tye. ^ 
Cwnsh'ttf of Urine. 

Accident fford*— Injury to arm. 
Lacerated tcplp. 
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BLEEDING FROM LE] 




ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 


OPERATIONS. 

On Friday^ Fab. 13, Mr. Graen p«- 
foimed two ampotationa below the knee; 
the first on an elderly man, of emamated ap- 
peartoce ; in this case the circular incision 
was adopted. The limb was remored in 
three^minutes ; tlie arteries were easi^ 
secured, and the stumn dressed in the usual 
fanner. The second case was that o|||, 
young healtby-Iooking man, on whom the 
double flap operation was performed ; con- 
siderable difficulty was experienced in se- 
curing the vessels, and secondary brnmor-, 
rbage occurred during the night, but it wai 
Teadily suppressed by Mr. South. 


BLEEDING FROM LEECH -BITES. 

.Mr. H. Storer in a note to the Editors 
of the London Medical and Surgical Joama! 
states, that he has found lunar caustic scraped 
to a poiut, and applied to the mouth of the 
vessel sfler the blood bas been dried for 
the moment, an effectual method of stopping 
the bleeding from leech bites, when all 
other remedies have failed.. He recommends 
that care should be taken to apply imme- 
diate pressure, to prevent the skin from 
being discoloured by its spreading. For 
ourselves, we have found small pieces of 
dry sponge, rolled hard between the fingers, 
and inserted in the orifices, by far the most 
effectual and desirable remedy in these aome- 
times obstinate cases of haemorrhage. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications have been received 
from Mr. Marryatt—Mr. Linton— C. W . 
A Constant Header— -Mr. Wansbrough— 
Mr* Wddsmith—Mr. W. C. Worthington— 
Mr. J. SMl-Hibemua-Mr. Jolm Wil- 
liams —Dr. Mayer— Mri Pointer— 

Mr. H. Day (2)— Narrator ¥erus— Mr. J, 
Hassell — ^Veritos—^Mr! C. Miflet^Hich- 
mond— A Junior Student— Bbtlalethei— 
Member of the Westndnster |le^^ 
ciely— Mr. J. C. Buck»tboe-^M^D., Ply* 
mouth— Dr. Nugents An Pld Pupil of 
Guy’s— A Medical Man— A Member of the 
College of Physicians— lytr. l. KimbeU— 
Mr.WaUer-A Member-J. R,-^.R.O. 
—Mr. W. Alleo--^One of thoi praf — Av 


Lawyer— Mr. W. Dufour— Mr.- Works- 
worth— Medious— Mr. T. H. Montague— 
Mr, E. Taylor. ^ 

We are of opinion, tip; the Directors of 
the St. James’s Infirmary acted with great 
propriety, in not electing either Mr. Baoot. 
Mr. Brodie, Mr. Copbmd Hutchison, or 
Mr. Pettigrew; botyre are not so certain, 
that they were correct in preferring Mr. 
Brain to the other candidates. 

It is impossible to insert a tenth-part of 
the letters on the Richmond School of 
Anatomy. “ Richmond," however, may aee 
• part of his rejoinder in our next Number. 

A Licentiate of the Dublin Apothecaries’ 
Hall cannot practise, strictly as an Apothe- 
cary, in London, or in any part of England 
and Wales. The second question of “ W. R." 
is not BufficienUy explicit. 

Advertisements which are transmitted by 
post must be accompanied with a reference, 
and should be directed to the Office in the 
Strand. 

The work of M. Legrand has not been 
translated into English. 

We have not the honour of “ Pimp Petti- 
grew’s" acquaintance. Z. 0. X. is in 
error. 

Argus. It is not the first time that we 
have heard of the infamous conduct of a 
certain medical bookseller. Should he pro- 
voke us, be will repent it. 

All communications are destroyed, unless 
accompanied f^ritb an especial request to the 
contrary. 

” One of the Draff" isjustified in stating 
that the /oofman used to officiate as Nun - 
key’s assistant. The footman has retired, 
and bis place is filled by sn able successor. 

The propositions and arguments of” Chi- 
rurgiuus," " Mr. W, C. Worthington," “ A 
Friend to Science,” an^‘ Expositor, ’* do 
not contain any new viesm on Uie question 
to which ihM relate, 

“ An Old Pupil of the Middlesex," com- 
plains that Mr. Cockney Mayo, has not 
had the candour to acknowledge, that he 
adopted the method of treating varicose 
veins with caustic, in consequence of infor- 
mation derived from the practiee of kts 
predecessor, Mr. Cartwright. 

Such a paper os that on the operation by 
Dr. Ewing, at the Hoyal lofinnary, Aber- 
deen, and thoae signed X. X.X.— Gcori. 
atant Reader, Blapkbum— Msmstdr— A 
Horned Hat— At-B^ 

0. Jnidni^r^aol bfr 
uresatiifocdm^ly-iaRl^^ 

Mr. Bheldrake was educated as a sur^m , 
but he limits bis prboiiee to eases ef de« 

The questioa of Hr* R. Fearely is an 
importmii one, sad we wosH raibit answer 
it oraHy^HumBi tMepiUtee. 
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Lecture XVII. 

Incapability of Retaining the Unne, 

Women are sometimeBalFectod with what 
is called an incontinence of urim', an incapa- 
bility of retaining the water, which, like 
the urinary retentions, may arise from very 
cUherent causes, requiring a little attention 
from us, and to the consideration of these 
we will now proceed. 

The uterus is too frequently the subject 
of a sort of scirrhous change, followed by 
malignant ulceration ; and this malignant 
ulceration, beginning about llie neck and 
mouth, gradually spreads itself into the 
vagina, the rectum, and the bladder ; and 
when the bladder is laid open into the 
vagina, of course an incapability of reten- 
tion is produced, this being the last stage 
of the malignant ulceration and admitting 
of no effectual cure. Dilution of the urine, 
by drinking freely of aqueous 6uids, and 
the thorough ablution of the vagina, by the 
injection of tepid water, are principal pal- 
Itatives in cases of this kind, and the more 
Attention is paid to cleanliness the better. 

It further liappens, occasionally, and this 
owstitntes an important vairiety of the die- 
that retentiimnf urine ptnainpnly arises 
firotnllh over-dist^tioh of llie blodder^ in 
thosev^ases where the ohstructiim of the 
urethra is partial, andl not eoinplete, a vs*' 
riety of tlie disease of which 1 formerly took 
occasion to treat. In these cases, when 
the bladder becomes loaded i tliere may be 
continual stilRci^um, the. patient being at- 
tacked, at lengtht with much abdominaV pain 
and tenderness, and couUnual urging, with 
repeated gushes of the urine iu anudl 
JSfo.287. 


tides, and a great deal of constitutional irri- 
tation, the urging, perhaps, being scarcely 
less vebement and painful than that of par- 
Ituridon itself. Now, the impression made 
on the mind, particularly before this urging 
manifests itself, is, that there is no retention 
of the urine, but simply an incontinence, a 
mistake obviously of grave consequence, as 
nipture of the bladder may arise from the mis- 
apprehension. The effectual means of re- 
lieving an incontinence of this kind is, the 
introduction of the catheter, to empty the 
bladder thoroughly, after which the cause 
of the retention should, if possible, be ascer- 
tained and removed, on principles already 
explained. 

There is yet a third variety of inconti- 
nence, and that is, the incontinence of 
urine, which results from a mere weakness 
of the neok of the bladder, common in 
those who have had very large families, 
ten or twelve children, for example. In 
these cases, more especially if the child 
is large, or the pelvis amail, when the la- 
bour has been IsDorious, the bladder is apt 
to get so infirm about the neck, that it 
loses much of its retentive power, and, per- 
haps, from the moment of delivery, the 
woman is incapable of retaining the water ; 
or if, at any time, she chance to cough, laugh, 
rise suddenly, or in any other manner con- 
tract smartly the abdominal muscles, the 
water comes gughing away. For years this 
disease may coBtinue, in greater or less 
severity, but it frequently cures itself, in 
good measure ; and the first few weeks after 
delivery, say at the end of the fortnight, the 
patient is better ; at the end of the month the 
retentive powers are still more increased ; 
and in the course of a few more weeks she 
becomes able to hold the water very well, 
though still liable to the gushes, when sud- 
den efforts are made. Hence, where incon- 
tinenoe is the result of an enfeebled cervix 
vesiott, time must be looked upon as one of 
(he principal remedialmeans ; in some cases, 
perhaps, advantage may be obtained from 
plunging the hips into cold water two or 
three times daily. The improvement of the 
geuieral health is by no means to be neglected, 
for the more you improve the general health 
the more you will increase those healing 
2X 
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powers of the parts on which all cures are 
more immediately dependent. Commen* 
dation is bestowea hy some upon tlie use of 
blisters, and they may, at least, deserve a 
trial , a large plaster being applie«[ aUeraately 
to the abdomen and the loins ; the V6sicu> 
tions being repeated for 6ve or six times, as 
the parts may be found to bear them. 
Whether any advantage would be derived 
in these cases from blistering the hack part 
of the neck of the bladder, (a proposition 
winch may surprise pu,) I am not pre* 
pared to say^ bat I presume this would not 
be found impracticable, for the upper part 
of the vagina lying in contact with the 
neck of the bladder behind, something sti- 
mulating might be applied there for four or 
five hours together, according to the effect 
produced ; and iu cases where there was a 
mere weakness, without grave organic lesion , 
if slimului is likely to ne of use at all, I 
&ould expect more advantage from this local 
excitement, than from extensive but remote 
vesication of the abdomen or the loins. 
Understand, however, clearly, that I do not 
recommend you rashly to resort to this prao< 
tiee, which may be attended with its evils ; 
but I think it proper to mention it, and the 
proposal may not oe undeserving of further 
consideratioa. 

Of incontinence of urine, one of the 
most obstinate varieties is that which results 
from an aperture formed by slough, aud 
leading through the neck of the bladder into 
the vagina; this aperture may be very 
small in its size, so much so, that you cannot 
oiearty distiuguish it by careful examination, 
or, on the other band, it may be of very con- 
siderable dimensions, inasmuch is two or 
three of the fingers may be passed through it 
into the urinary cavity. This disease may, I 
think, generally be traced to parturition as 
its origin. The labour has been laborious, 
perhaps instruments have been used; for 
the fint few days after delivery the urine 
has been passed with ditflcalty, or the 
catheter has been required, and then, per- 
haps, for a few days more the water has 
flowed without help, and then an inconti- 
seoee of urine hu followed, and this has been 
succeeded by the eseipe of a merabrinous 
substance from (he vagma, which, on im- 
mersion in water, has been found to consist 
of a portion of bladder htid vadna, altered 
in consequence of mortificawa. Under 
these circurastaneea, vrlicn there is a doubt 
On tbe mind, the aitere of the iwtdeiit may 
be ascertained by t careful manoul exi^> 
nation, when you will find Jiat a eomom- 
nication has been made,by slough, between 
the bladder and the veginU : if nte aperture 
is large, it may be detected easily t^ nus- 
ing the finger through the u^Otug, Where, 
too, tlie outbeter]mir be felt mn, provided 
i* have been pmea into thi bltddori along 


the nrcthru. iu the ordinary manner ; or, on 
tbe other hand, if the aperture be small, it 
may be very often felt by a delicate touch, 
in the same manner as we may, by exami- 
nation, detect the os uteri. If the aperture 
is so small that you esnnot discover it by 
manual eximiaition, there remains one 
other mode by which the point may be as- 
certained, and that is by iuspeotiog the 
orifice of the vagina, and ascertaitting whe« 
il^ under forcing tite urine passes from the 
vikginsl orifice, or that of tbe urethra, or 
from both. In some cases, perhaps, a piece 
of sponge passed into the vat^na might 
enable us to determine whether the nrine 
really found its way into this canal or not. 
In cases where much nicety of discrimi- 
nation is required, the practitioner may 
employ the vaginal dilator hereofter de- 
scribed ; and this, with or without a specu- 
lum, will enable him to ascertain, with pre- 
cision, whence it is that the urine is fiowing, 
and what is tbe size of the aperture, and 
what is the situstibn in which it is placed. 

Incontinence of urine from an opening in 
the neck, may be treated in two ways ; by 
palliaiivel, I mean, or witli a view to a 
fundamental cure. In the general, women 
will submit to the trial of the palliative 
means only, of which the following are tbe 
principal: in the first place the patient 
sboula drink somewhat copiously in tlte 
course of the day ; not at her meals, how- 
ever, for fear she should disturb the diges- 
tive organs. Pure water, toast and water, 
or any similar beverage, she may drink freely 
eo as to dilute the urine, and diminish 
its acrimony; and by drinking one or 
two pints more than otri inary, in tbe course 
of the four-and-twenty hours— from the ex- 
coriation, inflammation and swelling, pro- 
duced 1^ tbe distillation of the urine over 
the suriace of the vagi qb, much relief may 
be obtained. A second point of treatment, 
of no small importance, is that of great per- 
sonal cleanliness, and, if I may be allowed 
the expression, wgiml eUnnimeu] in the 
tame way that the bauds and feet are daily, 
and repeatedly purified by ablution, so, too, 
this part of the foody may be kept clean. I 
would recommend the patieut to waalt the 
vagina fix or tight times iu the eouria ol 
the day— three or four timea certait^* 
Now t We are two ways in which the 
vagine mav be wtifbed vrith pat 
ventfge ; ^ ohe i»y iiiiog ilte hip buh^ 
the o&er by the employment of the eyxinse 
limply. Rroeeediiig bn the former mam, 
the patient udiea bet aeat In the tApul wmer 
of tbe bath—aed fiUing widi tepia water a 
half^fdnt ayrinte, aiM with e tube loog 
enough to reach to tbe uppet part of the 
vai^na, and jdeeed tt a mmvenient angle 
with rite barrel of the ImKrament, £e 
paneilhifllsiifi tiigpwia|f,io m temch 
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its Bttpanor part; and thexi^ by expelling to be attributed to tbe action of tbeTegini; 
the water briskly ebe washes this part of for the neck of the bladder lying in contact 
her person fr<M one extremity to the witUthevagina behind, the vagina, swelling 
other* This should be repeated three or out a little, may press into the aperture, 
four times iu succession, and the whole and thus act much iu the same manner as 
operation ought to be performed four or the sponge itself is designed to do. 
five times in the course of the day. There But you will sometimes be asked, whether 
is, however, yet a simpler mode in whicii there are no means of radically curing the 
vagipid ablution may be accomplished, aud disease ; aud difterent propositions hpve 
tlmi it, by the use of the syringe without ; been made to this purpose. If the disease 
the bath, which will often befoini.’ *o im- be of very recent occurrence, if, for ex- 
swer the purpose very well. The patient ample, you have attended the labour, and 
may sit if she please, hut the recumheut have had the worndflhinder your care, when 
posture is preferable ; and by repeated in- the slough come# away, why, then, by im- 
jectioii with the syringe, she may purify proving the general health as much a# may 
tlie vagina as before. In managing the be, by keeping a catheter introduced in 
practice, it ought to he a main object to the bladder, lying there, so as continually 
perform the operation sufficiently often, and to draw off the water by the natural pat- 
ihorooghly well, and when executed in this sage, (the uretlira,) a bottle, or bladder, be- 
manner will be found to remove all that is ing connected with the other extremity of 
offensive and acrimonious from the vagina, the catheter, you may, perhapi, sometimes 
and will, most probably, heal the surfuce, if find in these cases of slough, that the part 
broken by superficial ulcerations. There is w*iU heal and close up of itself; but certainly 
yet another palliaiive practice which may be such closures are of veir rare occurrence* 
thought of in this very distressing disease, Where, however, a slougn once separates, so 
and this cousistsiutheuseof some instrument as not merely to break the continuity, as in- 
wliich may close up, in the wuy of a plug, cisionorrupturemightdojhutto remove a part 
the opening into the bladder, The practice is of its substance, I presume it rarely happens 
more especially recommended by Mr, Barnes, that the disease cures itself in this way. Of 
whohaswrittenapaperottthissubject, which a cure of this kind, I never, myself, saw a 
has been published in one of the earlier vo* well-marked case ; yet this cure should be 
Itiiues of the JVIodico-Chirurgical Transac- attempted, for if the opening be small, and 
lions. We are advised,by Mr. Barnes, to take a good deal of adhesive matter be aecreted 
a ball pessary, and cover one hemisphere of it now and then, perhaps, the aperture may 
with a piece of fine, soft aponge, afterwards become closed. Of course, the less the blad- 
sliding the instrument info the superior part der is disturbed while this operation is pro- 
of the vagina. If the aperture is very small, ceeding, iho better, for motion disarranges, 
this instrument is not likely to he of much more or less, the process of healing. But 
service : but if it is large enough to admit a to ^woceed. — In those cases in which there 
finger, for instance, Uien the sponge will is an incontinence of urine produced by an 
make its way into the opening, and may be aperture, fistulous perhaps, and of sm^l 
expected to close it. VVhen the urine is to siae, scarcely large enough to admit a small 
be passed, the patient may withdraw the catlieter, for example, it haa been proposed 
plug, and suffer the urine to flow', afterwards tliat we should attempt a cure by means of 
replacing the instrument; or, perhaps, she the actual cautery ; andthismethodoftreat- 
ntay be tsught to introduce a catheter; and ment, 1 understand, is adopted in France, 
if she can perform tlie operation well, it with succeaa. Mr. Travers, from whom I 
may render the removal of tiie pessary un- first received my information, assured me 
neoessary. Here, then, are the three pallia- that he bad seen it performed. With a 
fiye measures well worth your coosidera- good specnlum, and a vaginal dilator, in wo- 
Itch, for the disease is one of the most Uis- nowiii who have had a large family, it is per* 
tjwssing kind ; the thorough dilution of the 
water, tlie tlmrongli ablution of the vagina, 

4 uid in these cases where the aperture is 
fcirge, aud which seam to admit of 

5 ^ least remedy* of a 

^ coated . with aj^enge, which »ey 

idose the aperture in .th« vt^ of a pluy, 
i.may remark here, that when no plug la 
applied, tlMs urina ipay ha rataiited in 
hiadder, when the patiaat ia qnlei. in cer- 
tain pesittotts eapeetahy, to tba amount of a 
Saw ouncem Xn thtao eases, a park of the 
feteniive power may depend on the aitua- 
lion of the iporU)XO» mPi»i 1 ani^ect, ia 


feedy easy to obtam access to the superior 
part of tlie vagina in front, where the open- 
ing Vies, Nor would it, I conceive, be by 
any means dillcult to apply the cauterising 
jfron to the part : to gire the necessary light, 
a lamp may be employed; but 1 should 
preaume> that tVie iron itself being luminous, 
WOttid emit light enough for the necessary 
illuminalipti of the" pans. 'Vhe whole prac- 
tice, however, is rough ; end, as the disease 
admlta of reUef by means of those mild pal- 
iiadves before recommended, the oases in 
which it might be proper to recommend its 
adoption, vmat be rare. Tor myself, 1 have 
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MtbeTtdliaitnoexpeneTiceofit, and, there* open into the vagina ; the opening arwiiig 
fore, I forbear entering into details. It is not from slough, but laceration. The wny 
proper I should add, "that in one casein in which this rupture is produced, 1 ex- 
“which it was tried by an eminent surgeon plained to you in a former Lecture. Buruig 
in this country, it failed of successj brit the deli«ery, the bladder becomes over*charged 
patient suffered uo further injury in conse* with urine, and the head of the child coming 
quence ; and I need not tell you that it down into the pelvis, presses the bladder, 
would be unwise to condemn the practice thus loaded, against the symphysis pubis, 
on account of the unsuccessful termination so as to divide it into two chambers, iftne of 
of one solitary case. which lies below the head at the arch of the 

Where. there is an aperture of this kind, pubis, and the other above and in front. If 
it has been proposed that we should close the bladder be emptied carefully by the in* 
it by ligature , and th.j extension ofa prln* troduction of the catheter, no ill effects en* 
ciple before laid down, was first suggested sue; bnt if the accoucheur accomplislT the 
by an esteemed pupil, Mr, Preston. Of delivery without emptying the bladder, the 
this operation it is, 1 think, proper, that head still pressing down upon the lower 
we should not los^ sight altogether, though chamber, it bursts the bladder, and tlie 
it would be found; 1 fear, of no easy per* urine comes away in a large gush, giving 
formance ; for the whole space of surface on the first indication of the occurrence of the 
which we should have occasion to operate, accident, (observe the demonstration,) and 
is so circumscribed, that the application of on making your examination as soon as this 
a ligature in any way must be difficult ; and gush issues, you find there is a large aper* 
it would be still more, to apply it without tiire, into which you may pass two or tdiree 
distressing the urethra. These difficulties fingers. Now, at the first aiglii, this would 
ought not to be concealed; but, after all, appear to be an accident, which scarcely 
I cannot forbear indulging a sanguine expec* admitted of a remedy; and certainly it is 
tation, that if the ligature could once be j much to be deprecated, and the rather, as it 
properly applied, a speedy closure of the J may too often be attributed to the bad ma* 
aperture would ensue. Uemeraber the ex* jnagement of the accoucheur. Neverthe- 
periments already laid before yon, in which j less I am satisfied, that the closure of thfi 
ligatures were applied to large aperlnres ; bladder by healingisbynomeansiraprac- 
itf the bladder of the rabbit, with the effect j ticable m all the*', e cases. Improve the 
of closing it completely. There is one other | general health as much ns may be, intro- 
practice which has been suggested, a rough j duce a catheter into the. bladder, and let it 
one, it is true, but which, however, de* | be continued there, so as to withdraw tlie 
serves a passing notice from us. In this water continually, and perhaps you have the 
practice it is proposed, that in those cases j aatisfuction, in the course of a fortnight or 
in which there is a fistulous opening through . three weeks, or a month afterwards, of fmd- 
the neck of the bladder, we should take an ing the parts internally healed. Dilution 
instrument and divide the urethra from one of the urine may be of importance here. A 
end to the other, care being taken that U>e bladder or n bottle should be annexed to 
fistulous opening shall enter into the inci* the lower end of ilte catheter, to collect the 
aion, and form a part of it ; smart inffamma* water as it ffows. 
tion would result from ifiis, bnt not, per- And here 1 think it right to observe, as 
haps, more active than that produced by an probably you know' already, that there is a 
operation of lithotomy; and from this in- w'ide difference between this case and tlrat 
llammation a closure of the aperture might in which an opening is produced by slough; 
be expected ; but to an operation of this in slough there is not merely the aperture, 
kind, I think, that alreody suggested, the but the removal of a part both of the womb 
actual cautery, 1 mean, might bepreferaWe, and the vagina ; in rupture, no substance is 
So, then, lobring our observations here wanting, the injury being effected by a 
to a summary, when the patient is anxious simple disruption of the texture. In sloughy 
to be cured radically of the disease, we have too, litere is always a great deal of injury in<- 
these dififerent means before us— -the divi* flicted on the parts contiguous, but in theta 
sion of the uretbra—tbe closing OF the aper» cases of rupture tbo injury may scarcely 
tuie by ligatures— the use of the aciuid exceed tluti wbteb might ba produced b^ 
cautery— all of them tmeertain— the actual clean indisioft nitfa a knife. I>e not, h0#« 
cautery in sniall fistulous opening beung, ever, batriiy oatoh op the notion, thot in 
perhaps, the most promisiag remedy of & these rupuires, the bladder Is always, or 
three. even gSfimUy heaM, for thb I very much 

Before I quit the subject of inconri- doubt; ittch closarea* howover, most un- 
nence, there is yet one other variety winch doubtediy occur sometimci, and I have 
I ought to mention, and that is, the incon* seen one very conspicuous instance of it. 
tinence ariaing frqpi rupture of the back A woman » in the neighbouthood of this 
part of the neck of ilte bladder, laying it metropolis, for It li wed to lekte tm 
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trative case of tliis kind, under smart labour, 
was delivered by tbe lever, wiih no Bmoll 
vblence, according to licr own report ; and 
when tbe child’s head was liberated from the 
pelvis, the perineum was torn, and a copious 
gush of the water issued, and from this 
she laboured under incontinence j tlie wa- 
ter issuing continually, and the [laris be- 
comiifg excoriated, inflamed, and swelled. 
A friend of mine, a very excellent accou- 
cheur, being called at length to see 4kia 
case, be found her with the urine stil! flo#ibg, 
andjabouring under a great deal of exco- 
riation and irritation in the vagina and parts 
adjacent, and, led by these circumsiancea, 
he instituted an examination, when he per- 
ceived an aperture in the bladder, which he 
requested me also to investigate, when 1 
plainly found a rupture of length suffi- 
cient to have admitted two or three Augers 
at once. This woman I subsetjuenOy ex- 
amined with more care, for I was subpmnaed 
to give evidence respecting the case, as it 
became the subject of legal investigation ; 
and some time after I bad made the first ex- 
amination I saw her again, and, on mak- 
ing further examination, 1 found the neck 
of the bladder was completely closed, and 
the woman could then retain her urine suffi- 
ciently well, though not with the some 
power as before tbe accident occurred. Mow 
here is a case which, after considerable ex- 
perience, I examined with more than ordi- 
nary attention, and where, though at first 
two or three fingers were introduced through 
the opening in the neck of the bladder, 
a complete closure was at last accomplished. 
The cure was obtained in the manner recom- 
mended, by introducing a callieter and keep- 
ing it tJiere, a bottle being affixed to its in- 
ferior extremity, and tbe urine being in 
this manner witlidnwn continually by the 
natural canal. Of course tbe general healUt 
was made the lubject of attention. 
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ON ASFRYXU FftOM SURMBMION. 
ifyHiORFiLs, 

Tn« latest dxpwimeftta OrfiU on 
tliil aulycct* seem to prove ^ after deitii 
the liquid penetrates Me tbe iStellest^^ 
ficatioim of the bronoUia. In a body , which 
thirty -iikhouni after death had for six Imnrs 
mid a half been placed in a bathing- tub, 
filled with water, with which eight potinds 
of )mwd«red animal charcoal had beea 
mixed, the coloured fluid was found in tltc 
extreme bronchial nunMitionSi ind on 


making an incision into any part of the 
lungs was observed, on tbe least pressure, 
to ooze out from their tissue. The stomach 
did not contain the least particle of pie fluid. 
In two bodies, wliich two days af^er death 
w'ere placed in the mixture for about forty 
mmutes, it hod entered the trachea as far 
as its division, and no trace of it could be 
found in the stomach. Two important con- 
clusions appear to result from these experi- 
ments : 

1. The presence of water in the bronchia 
and tissue of the luig^s, is no sufiicient proof 
of the body’s having, during life, been im- 
mersed in water, as is asserted by several 
writers on forensic medicine. 

i>. The fluid does not penetrate after 
death into tlie stomach, and its presence in 
this organ affords considerable ground of 
suspicion of the body’s having been during 
life immersed under water, provided there 
be DO reason to believe that it was swallowed 
before, or injected after the immersion.'^ 
Jfium, di Chim, MMie, 

ON THE DISEASES TO WniCH THE WORK- 
MEN IN TOBACCO UANUI'ACTORIES ARE 

SUBJECT. 

By M, PoiNTE OF Lyons. 

This little treatise may he considered as 
a valuable supplement to Hammaxini’s ce- 
lebrated work on tbe casual relation which 
exists between different trades snd occu- 
pations and several diseases. We presume 
that a brief account of it will be of interest 
to our reoders. 

The number of workmen who were the 
subject of M.Pointe’a observations, amounted 
to five hundred ; they were employed atone 
manufactory, and, although occupied in 
diftVrent ways, were all of them in conti- 
nual contoctwith tobacco. The affections 
to which they seemed subject, were prin- 
cipally pulmonary consumption, inflamma- 
tion of the eyes, anthrax, and furuncles, 
tlie two latter of which generally appeared 
on the truuk, were extremely tedious, and 
unless the occupation of the patient was 
changed, hardly ever admitted of a perma- 
nent cure ; but the affection which teemed 
to nrevaU most was purpura hfemorrbagioa, 
and a disposition to scurvy. On the other 
hand, ic is worthy of remark, that tobacco 
manuractuTers, in tome degree, appear to bo 
exempt from certain affections, viz. inter- 
mtiteuts and scrofula, which are very com- 
laon among the inhabitants of Lyons, the 
latter being remarkably prevalent in other 
manufactories, especially in those of silk. 
Itch, sgsinst whimi tobacco has often been 
ssseited to possess prophylactic powers, w'as 
very frequent i but trembling and nervous 
affifctions, to itUicl mnoim urho are much 
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in outset with narcotics arc said to be 
▼ery liable, was in no instance observed as 
the effect of continued employment in the 
manufactoiy in question* 


VETHOn OF CBTAININO PUHE CaVSTALS 
OF CARBON. 

In the sitting of the Acaddmie des Sciences, 
on the 3d of November, M. Ganttal gave an 
account of his researches on u metliod of 
obtaining crystals of carbon, by means of' 
the action of phosphorf'i on the carburet of! 
sulphur. The latter substance being placed 
iu a retort; and covered with a small quon> 
tity of water, a few pieces of phosphorus 
were introduced, and brought into contact 
with the carburet ; the phosphorus immedi* 
ately melted, and was precipitated in a 
liquid state, so that the contents of the 
retort were separated into three strata ; the 
ffuid beii^ now shaken became of a milk 
colour, but when left quiet, soon separated 
into two strata, the uppermost of which 
was water, the lower phosphuret of sulphur ; 
and tliese on a closer examination were 
found to be divided by a thin layer of white 
powdery sahslance, winch, when exposed 
to the rays of the sun, produced the eotonrs 
of the prism. Eucouraged by the success 
of this experiment, M. Gnnnal repeated it 
on a larger scale j the quantity of water, 
phosphorus, and carburet of sulphur, used 
in the second experiment, was eight ounces 
of each ; the three substances having sepS' 
mted were left it rest, and after twenty- 
four hours a very thin pelUclei consisting of 
awhile powder, formed between the water 
and the carburet of sulphur, and presented 
•evefiA centres of crystalizatioo. After 
aoma days this pellicle had considerably 
Stnlaiiged, at the same time the separation 
of the two lower strata became less marked, 
and at the expiration of llitee months they 
ap|)«ared to form one mass. The crystalized 
iabslance was removed from the phosphuret 
of aulphiur with some didUculiy on account 
of the great inflammability of the two sub- 
itancos. The crystals were found to pro- 
duce the coloon of the prism, and the largt^st 
of the which were the size of a millet 
seed, When shown to M. Champigny, a 
jeweller ^ mat experience, appeaik W him 
toberealoiamonds. 

la the sitting of the Acaddwie Boyale on 
the dith of November, M. Thenard gave 
the results of his chemioal exaaiAatiDSf of 
these supposed diamtmdf, which he fotmd W 
consist entirely of siHea, sud when broucht 
into contact with oxygen and mbRuttea to 
the action of a voltaic pile, to afford no ear*< 
bonie acid. M. Arsgo stated also, thM 
light was polarised under s retw different 
angle from that obiervedin the mamond. 


LIOAtl'RE or TUB UFFXil tathoid ar- 
TERV, AND THE cdiUlfON CAROTID IN 
BRONCtlOCEtS. 

Fred. Gereciit, »tat« of a strong consti- 
tution, had been from his fourteen^ year 
affected with broncbocele ; end this having 
latterly attained such a siae, as to render 
any exertion impoaiible, he applied to 
M. Laugenheck, of Gottingen, with the 
hope of being freed from bis deformity by a 
surgical operation. The whole gland was 
considerably enlarged, and had a strong 
pulsation, particularly over the right upper 
thyroid artery, which wis very superficial, 
and was as large as the commou carotid ; 
the left thyroid artery was lesa enlarged, 
and more deep seated \ from botii vessels 
numerous branches ran over, and entered 
the enlarged gland. I'he tumour was very 
tense, and its temperature considerably 
augmented ; the voice of the patient was 
hoarse, and respiration was rtndered ex- 
tremely difficult by the least exertion. In 
order to prevent the further growth of the 
tumour, M. Laugenheck deierntined upon 
tying, first, the upper thyroid artery of the 
right side ; and in case thin should not have 
the expected effect, upon subsequently per- 
forming the same operation on the left side. 
A few days after the operation, which, from 
the superficial situation of the vessel, pre- 
sented no difficulty, the patient was able to 
leave bis bed *, the pulsation and tension of 
the tumour had somewhat subsided, hut its 
size was unchanged. On the eleventh day a 
considerable hemorrhage took place from 
the wound, which, though soon arrested by 
means of cold water and compression, re- 
turned within two days with such violence, 
as to throw the patient into a state of the 
greatest exhaustion ; so tlmt on its recur- 
rence a third lime, M. Laogenbeck resolved 
upon immediately tying the common carotid 
above the omohyoid muscle ; the hiemor- 
rhage was iostaoily stopped, and the jta- 
iseni, who had bfirue the operation with 
great firmness, was, (apparently in a favour- 
iffilc state, removed to his bed,) where he, 
however, within a sliort time, fell into a state 
of stupor ; his countenance was pale, ilieeyes 
were closed, end the pupils immoveable; he 
seemed deaf, and it was only by foequently 
repeating the question, that answer 
could be elicited j motory powers, ex- 
cept thoae of mnselea, tp» 

feared exiitiot \ was nmm i 

the pulieyet^sauiff ; tha ttoole end urine 
wore paeiod iiiroluiitarily* Tito cMtoatose 
ftata of tl’e patient giadually increflsedi end 
he died tbirty-foor houra after ^ opera- 
aOn. 

On exsmi oatioo, ^ right ceielmi] hemi- 
apbete wii covered with lymph ; its vessels 
were of nstttnl lixe ; those of the left side, 
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where no trtce of exudedon couU be founds 
were digtended with blood ; the right Iftte- 
lal Tentricle cootidned a small quantity of 
serum ; the right carotid was fiimly attach- 
ed to the aurrottoding oellular tissue, and to 
the pneuBio-faftrle nerre, tlte substanceof 
which was somewhat more dense than 
neual ; tho internil coat of the artery, which 
was oircttiarly divided by the ligalute, was 
of a bright red colour, and its cavity, from 
tiie ligature to the origin of the upper 
thyroid artery, was filled with coagulum ; 
below the ligature the coagulum extended 
into the innominata ; tlie thjfroid artery 
had also only its internal coat divided be- 
tween the ligature and the thyroid gland ; a 
coagulum waa found, which adhered loosely 
to the parieies of the vessel ; the process 
of sdttesive inflammation had apparently! 
been very incomplete^ which, probably,' 
arose from the following anomalous distribu- 
tion of tlie vessels ; the common carotid, in- 
stead of dividing into tlie external and inter- 
nal. divided into tlie latter aud the upper thy- 
roid artery, which furnished all the branches 
generally arising from the external carotid j 
the ligature had been applied near the ori- 
gin of one of these brancliet, in consequence 
of whteli Uie continual afflux of blood pre*^ 
vented the occlusion of the artery. The 
bronchocele was partly of a spongy texture, 
similar to tlie corpus cavemoaum penis, 
aud partly cellular and compact, cartilagi- 
nous, in some places even osseous; the 
hranches of the tityroid arteries were con- 
siderably enlarged ; most of tliose proceed- 
ing from the upper right thyroid were ob- 
literated.— Nm MUilioth.fur Chirurg. 


LOKOOtl MEDICAI. AKD SUUOICAl. JOVU'NAL. 

Cakufut fa tAe C/rtler. 

Mn. (lARnaTT Dili.ow uti account 
of a post mortem examination, fr .m which 
it appeared that a stone of about tiie aixe of 
a chestnut, with a small segment of it 
looking, as it were, into the cavity nf the 
bladder,” wai fdand in the extremity of the 
ureter. The patient was known to hsve 
ealculns while liring, m the stone wss 
r^ily felt with the sound ; usd the opm- 
rion imd been frequently proposed by many 
eiidtmit furgeunst but the patient bad not 
imikifii»eotriiig««oiraiMritU>it. Frointbe 
ourioua potiiiflm^ the uateiiltis, Hr. D^lon 
is ted i» temfitk, tbut **liad this putieut 
mteitted to the operatteu, the utrgm 
wiM have been placed in a most awkward 
siumtion.” To Als, we assent ; buVpro- 
bably, in the hands of amte surgeons* the 
situation of the pstieut would have been 
mitt mure uwkwariU 


on THU conTineLATEn pbojxcts vob soe- 

r LYING SUBJECTS FOE DXSBECTlOn. 


To the Editor af Tun Lancet. 

Dear Sie, — T he importance of such a 
question, as the proposed scheme for pro- 
viding the schools with anatomical mate- 
rials, which has set so many pens in motion, 
would have made me pause before delivering 
an opinion, if my dissent flrom tbe views of 
the majority of those writers who have 
treated this topic, did not at once deteimine 
my silence, throufh the fdar of appearing 
; tingular. The receipt, however, of the evi- 
dence elicited on this subject by the Com- 
mittee of the House of Commoos* and the 
Report drawn up by that body, accompanied 
by a request to state how the pr<^uut 
recommended in that Report would auect 
the interesta of the anatomical schools of 
Dublin, leaves me no other alternative than 
obedienee to your wishes, and tiie misfor- 
tune, of course, of being considered an *' ec- 
centric.” Vou will not, I presume, i»nB|ine 
that I disrespect your flattering commission, 
or that I merely shun tbe toils of such a 
task, when I decline a formal digest, or 
examinnticn, of the contents of this inte- 
restin g volume . Besides your own masterly 
condensation of these documents, I have 
not seen au EnglisUor Scotch newspaper, or 
periodical, weekly, monthly, or quarterly, 
in which a summary of them was not givewi 
To add, therefore, to the number of these 
analyses, would, 1 conceive, justly subject 
me to the proverbial sarcasm of import- 
ing coals to Newcastle.” The Irish press 
alone haa been dumb on the question, and 
I do not regret this additioUtl instance of 
its taciturnity on matters of utility to the 
country; for, ss I shall confine myself prin- 
cipally to an examination of the oontem- 
p)st«^ projects in relation to tbe ecboOl of 
Dublin, I shall have tbe consolation Oif Rot 
being confronted by tbe contradictoiy' tes- 
timony of pers«ms, who might be ditf^aed 
as well inlbrmed on Irish uttairs as myself, 
and more competent to exprees their m- 
formation with rhetorical eflfect. As usuel, 
therefore, I sheU make *' Hotoe, sweet 
home l” thefocus ofmy speeulations; if any 
of them should, by chance, apply to other 
plaoet, let those places profit by them ; 
but saiffl of them us muy not, 1 mist will 
not be deemed etmneous, merely because 
they do not fit cireumstances fiw which they 
were uevor intended. I'he shoe, you know, 
whkh sits easy on the foot of a dwarf, may 
phiCh the toes of a giant; so tlie observa- 
tions wiiicb inay be true of one country, 
become false % translation to another, 
wi^out im error in logic, or a breach of 
vttuoity iu the%riter. 1 am thus particular 
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painting ont the objects of this paper » to 
avoid, if possible, the inpuiation of soliiim 
from the fashionable dootrines of the day*, 
and because 1 understand you have, in 
London, a certwn set of men called “ Jour- 
nalists/* who would be happy to mesh me 
in their nets, not fox sake of the fish, ns 1 
have learned from an experience of tibeir 
friendly intentions towards me, but purely 
from the pleasure of pointing out its bad 
qualities. 

Tbe multifarious opinions set afloat on 
this question by Parliament aud the press, 
all converge, 1 perceive, m the single project 
of procuring subjects, a repeal of that 
statute which subjects, as au additional 
mark of infamy, the bodies of executed 
murderers to dissection ; and by the enact- 
ment of another statute, for the appropria- 
tion of all bodies unclaimed after a certain 
time, for the uses of the anatomist. The 
first of these propositions assumes, that if 
this statute were repealed, the prejudices 
against anatomical pursuiu would be so far 
diminished, that persons would leave, aud 
that their surviving friends would permit, 
their bodies to be dissected after death. If 
the repeal of this statute did not produce 
these efiecti, I confess. 1 neither understand 
tbe grounds on which so much importance 
basbeen attached to the obiiterstiott of this 
ordinance, nor see iiow it would multiply 
tho resources of the anatomist. 'I'tie advo- 
cates of the measure are all positive ou this 
and assert that it will : here my dis- 
sent fr(»n tbe crowd commences, and from 
none of them with so much diflidence ns 
from you, who expect such salutary' con- 
sequences to flow from tbe extinction of 
this statute, Tlie utility of the proposed 
repeal of the statute depends, I think, en- 
tirely on tbe fact, whether the same pre- 
judices wliich exist at present against dis- 
section, were felt before the enactment of 
tbe inculpated Iswl— fur, if they existed 
previously to the passing of this statute, 
bow then can its repeal remove wbat it did 
not create 1 Ibe reasons for believing that 
these feelings were entertained anterior to 
the operation of this law, are so strong and 
numerous, that one pt two of them will 
suffice. The farther, for instance, we trace 
back the history of tbe human mind, the 
more powerful will its disgust egsinat dis- 
aecUon be found , so that, if ire compare 
any given period in the Idstory of man with 
the state of his feelings on dissection since 
tlie enactment of this law, it wilt be found, 
that, contrary to tbe assumption of the 
advocates of its repeal, these feelinga have 
really diminished instead of being increas- 
ed. The principle, too, on vC hiim the law 
itself was enacted, is a proof of the correct- 
ness of this opinion ; the Legislauiti passed 
it for the pu^oie of opentung tm ui eftt- 


blished feeling, and not for creating a new 
one. That this tbe intention of the 
Legislature is prSt^'ceriilc, even allowing 
for the occftuonal evmi|ltte of that illus* 
trioua body ; for, otherwise/ we must sup- 
pose Umm guilty of the extreme absurdity 
of imagining, that tlia ^tch who could 
deliberate on the destruetipn of his fellow 
man, would be deterred UrOm . his purpose, 
by the fear of a disgrace, to which he or 
others were insensible, While in a state of 
iunocence. This would be ratlmr too much, 
even from the Collective Wisdorn’* of 
the empire ; but to do tliem justice, they 
certainly were not gntltyof this blunder; 
they made this law on the false hypothesis, 
that as honest men have a horror of dis- 
section, the murderer might be actuated by 
a similar motive, aud be prevented from the 
commission of crime, by the certainty of 
this posthumous punishment being inflicted. 
In tlieir general opinion of the feelings of 
mankind, they were right *, in its applica- 
tion to particular individuals they wexa 
wrong; for it does not follow as a neces- 
sary consequence, because one, who, by 
way of illustration, may be called Virtue, 
fears dissection, that another, called Vice, 
will be actntted by any such appreheasions 
at all. To suppose that a man who coolly 
entertains the design of murder, will fling 
from his hands the dagger or the bowl, on 
reflecting on the prospect of being dissected, 
is as absurd, as to imagine, that tlie same in- 
dividual would swallow a camel, and be 
choked by a gnat, Jn all probability, no 
murderer’s hand was ever stayed by such a 
consideration ; but as we have no authen- 
tic confessions from speculative assassins, 
tlie analysis of tlieir feelings must be mere . 
matter of conjecture. We only know the 
naked fact, that a much more powerful mo- 
tive in such deliberations, the fear of death 
itself, is so far neutralized by the hope of 
escaping it, that the number of murders 
now, are pretty much the same they ever 
were in similar conditions of society. It is 
true, perhaps, that this foolish statute may 
have made the prejudice agsinit diaseotion 
darker, by a shade or two of lentimental 
colouring ; but admitting this increase of 
hostility to anatomical pursuits to hare 
taken place in ooasaquence of this law, it is 
surely too mudt to expect that iti repeal 
will reduce public prejudice below that 
level from which it caused it to ascend* 
The truth is, that this anripathy to anatomy 
liim deeper than the leovea of the statute 
book ; its aottri;e is to bb found in the dig*, 
positions of human nature itself. It re* 
quires a nicer perception of metsphyaical 
distinctioni/ than usutlly falls to tlm lot of 
the multitude, to dissociate tlie present ftom 
the future, to coafine the operution of feel- 
ing withiu thoie limits Ift which it saa be 
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sterted with effect; and ^ui to, rfeitrtinliBipply of subjecta, may »ore katly bo 
ihe influence' of tb^, itacongest of all buman attributed, tlian to the thaezice of aii 3 r auch 
passions, aeif'j^Mieirvation, which, tron- law. The French nation, generally, feel as 
*ceiidiog the bonndaries of life, inatinctively strong a disgust against dissection as the 
stands sentinel Over that system, of which it English, or any other people, if I am in- 
was the protector even in its ruina. Suck formed rightly : but tbey submit to it, as 
feelings are not eacinsiyely possessed by they do to other incottveniencies imposed 
man; they are common even to the inferior by die law, not from choice, but through 
animals. A horae will avoid, against the coercion. And with respect to the boasted 
severe remonstrance of the whip and spur, supply of subjects in Paris, 1 have this 
the [iresence of the corse of one of his own season received several letters from stu- 
species ; and there can be little doubt, if dents residing there, stating that subjects 
he possessed the power of generalising his were much more ret^ly procured at home, 
ideas, the deflciency of which, according to where the obnoxiouAtatute is in full ope- 
Locke, places him at such an immeasurable laUon, and no unclaimed bodiea are appro* 
ilistanco beneatli his rider, that he would priated for the schools, l^ray observe, that 
never stand tamely by, at the dissection of a in analysing this proposition, 1 am not con* 
dead brother of the stud. 1 have repeat* tending for the permanence of this law, but 
ediy asked men, by way of experiment, opposing the exaggerated effects expected 
whom 1 considered the least susceptible of from its abolition. As a preventive against 
such impressions from their temperament crime, totally inoperative, and a possible 
and avocations, whether they would suf* generator of additional prejudice against 
fer the body of a deceased friend, or dissection, it ought to be expunged from the 
relative, to be lacerated by a parcel of statute book. My views exteim no fartber 
boys in a public dissecting'room 1 and than a belief, that its repeal will not increase 
they invariably answered me riiat they the present supply, by a single subject in the 
would not. I am aware that in the city year ; and that neither by the abolition of 
in which X am writing, there is a do* this,l nor by the enactment of any other, 
cument containing the names of several law, will the inhabitants of these countriee 
self-devoted subjects to dissection, which be so far familiarised with dissection, as to 
might be opposed to the existence of those leave their own bodies, ox their surviving 
feeiiiigs for which 1 contend***! allude, of friends to suffer them, to be dissected after 
course, to Mr. Macartney, of our university, death. The little which 1 have read, haf 
Hud his stoical disciples. The doctor, how- eertainly made my faith strong in the doci* 
ever, and his caudidatesfpr the honour of ait lity of mankind, and their susceptibility to 
amitomical sepulture, are not the wotld of i be influenced by tlie most opposite circum* 
which we are no>v speaking ; but a very stances. 'J’he invention alone of the 
insignifleant fraction of it, which scarcely Decalogue by Lycurgus, and a five hundred 
need be taken into the account. Had the years obedience to his unnatural code, in 
learned Professor, instead of opening a which all tlie cardinal virtues' of our system, 
registry for the enrolment of the names were the vices forbidden by his, are almost 
of persona volunteering their bodies for the sufficient to prove that men, instead of think* 
advancement of science, proposed a trip to iog it inoffensive to dissect eocli other after 
the moon, there can be very little doubt but, death, might, by education, be taught to 
like all enthusiasts, he would have his fol* consider it a very laudable act to devour 
lowers, and that every seat in the flrst each other alive. Yet, admitting this won* 
balloon that he launched for that planet, derful plasticity of the human intellect, 
vrould be taken by coiDuaniona aa eccentric tlie religion, education, and habits, of the 
as himself. The only thing which this do* people of these islands, will prevent them, 
cument proves is, that there are some I imagine, from being ever reconciled to 
sixty or seventy persons who differ from the dissection, without a total revolution in the 
rest of mankind ; for any other ime that can present moral system, 
be made of it, against the arguments which Tlie aecoad proposition, or that by which 
have been hete advanced, it may, I ihiuk„ it ia intended to supply the schools by the 
be fairly Icidged in Mr.Macartneyn musQumi appitipriition of unclaimed bodies, is also 
vimong idib morbid prapamtions of the enoura bored by aorae doulitlhl contingencies, 
%«ain,’^ iyom Wbicb If would teem to have w^ich seem to have escaped the observa* 
emnntteti The example of France has been tiou of those who have so dogmatioally de* 
adduced it a powerful reason lor the re* aided on its efficiency. The conviction of 
peat or thos law. It ia true, that this law all Uie professional, men examined on this 
does not exist in Fnnce, and that subjects point, and (he returns of uncluimed bodies 
are plentitf^ laid before the Committee, are fearful odds 

I conceive; are not connected by the relution against the sttamiciont of one individual. 1 
of cause and effect* There are various con* feel the force of the ebpoaition, and yield so 
curling O&dsei to which auch an ahuudant Car as this question has teen settled, with 
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mMet to dio demasd and upply in London claim the dead be^r.man as one of his 
and idinharghi mefvisg to myaelf the tiiirteen poor relations,*- where, you know, 
right of expecting some defects, in the the roots of tlie loftieit f encalogioal tree 
working of the proposed system. With ultimately terojinata. The number of «n» 
respect to the school of Dublin, the esti* claimed bodies to be derived from these 
mate is, by general consent, deemed per* combined aoarcea in out city would, I 
fectly erroneons. One fact, it is said, is grant, be something considerable; but when 
wortn a thousand assertions. There is in eompsred with tite deaind, or with the 
this city a very large pauper asylum, sctutl consumption, to any one acquiiuted 
contotning, generally, between two and with the myological statistics of Dublin, it 
three thousand inmates, called the House would appear but as a drop to the oceans 
of Industry, in this east repository of ITrere are, for example, at present, in Dub* 
misery, every grade oLh^nmn wretchedness lin, upwards of fire hundred dissecting 
finds its last home* in a city second to pupils ; allowing each of them the lowest 
London in point of population, and in a quantity stated by those examined on the 
country the worst politically circumstanced question, that is three subjects each, they 
in Europe, the majority of whose inbabi* would, of course, require filteen hundred, a 
tanls hare been denominated, in a parlia- number of unclaimed bodies which would, 
mentary return, as “ vagrants, ” or beggars ; 1 think, not be supplied by all Dublin, not 
it may well be supposed that, in a refuge of in one year, but even in ten. The number 
thia kind, there must many die who come of dead bodies consumed alone in Dublin 
under the operation of the contemplated each season, not to include those exported, 
law. There is, partly in connexion with cannot be less than from fifteen hundred to 
this establishment, a private anatomical two thotisaud ; not one*tenth of this quau- 
•chool, and not tlm largest either of its tily could be procured by any otl»cr means 
kind in Dublin, which receives all the un- than those at present in use, the evils of 
claimed bodies of this charity ; and what is which have, like the other circumstances of 
the fact 1 — an ample supply, of course, will the proposed laws, been grossly ex»g* 
be the answer of llie advocates for appro- gerited. If you compare this vast supply 
priatioD. Now the very reverse is the ofsubjects, with the rarity of the instances 
fact ; this large pauper asylum doeanot half in which public feeling is outraged by ex- 
supply this small private school, its pro- humstion, as conducted in Ireland, I tljiuk 
prietors being obliged to have recourse to you will agree with me, tlmt the good 
the ordinary means, of procuring dead bodies grestly preponderoies over tlie evil of tlie 
by exhumariem. Ueaides this principal source system. Exhumation, in fact, if performed 
for obtaining unclaimed bodies, there arc with the necessary secrecy, is, peihaps, the 
but two or three others which would fur* best of all ways to avoid offending the feel- 
nish subjects to any amount worth notice, inga of the public. It has been snid that 
These are the Old Man’s Hospital, and the this system has a tendency to make its 
Hospital for Foundlings ; but as the gover- aputs villains; I do net think it makes 
nors of these institutioDS possess the right villains, ii merely gives them employment ; 
of disposing of those who die in them, and and if tliey are not atiliis work, they will 
exercise this right at the expense of the find employment, perhaps, of a worse kind, 
funds of these institutions, 1 doubt mucb There is nuotlier point, of much importance, 
whether any low could compel them to give involved in this proposition ; but one which 
such bodies, in the establisliments over which 1 haveuot seen noticed by any writer on 
they preside, 1 suspect the governors the subject. Admit ting, for the purpose ot 
would not, at least, do so voluntarily, illustration, that the law of appropriation 
AVith respect to the supply that might be was passed, and produced the expected 
expected from the medical and surgical “ golden age” of anatomy, how is this 
hospitals, an attendance for years in each rich harvest of corses to be diilrihuted 1— 
of them enables me to say-first, the num- by what authorities t— and to w'hom 1— by 
her is very inconsiderably »tt|>plied by the out civic police 1— or by our chartered pro- 
largest of them; and, aecondiy, that such fessiojidl— to oar corporate schools exclu- 
bodies, in deapiteofail law, would be, astiiey sively 1— or to the private ones indiscrimi- 
now are, monopolised and dissected by the nBtely 2--*for payment in cash, or iucompH* 
apprentices of the surgeons to these sevmi ments 1 Here a field for ahnse^ Is- 
institotions. Take a yubjfect, ind«t‘d, out ol oeption, and HtigiUon, ihrough vriiiirii 
an hospital in Dublin, to add to a common genius of a Triboniab could acaicelyiee its 
stock! No, no, we manage affairs iuire- way. The police are nccessible, to bribt*a, 
land in another way. 'i'he moment such the medical corpoTaiioni to the infiueuce of 
a God-send w'otild appear tu an hoapitarj monopoly ; so that between tlie power of 
here, under the new hw, the most fanbiOT- j money on one side, and the impulse of self- 
able coxcomb among Mr. Cusack's appren- ' sggrandiaement on the other, a perpetual 
tices would inatatftiy put on. crape, and sceucof 6orruptum,mrilprobabU^^^ 
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take place* I eonfegf nyielf totally Ooakle 
to compose, out of our present political or 
professional authorities, a tribunal from 
which justice to all parties might be ex* 
pected in the division of the spOiL I have 
not now, however, time to tun over the 
contingencies by which such a law might 
be entirely defeated \ bu‘t, from the interro- 
gatories which 1 haTc started, you may 
readily conjecture the course my inquiry 
W'ould take. Do not, however, in this, any 
more than in the consideration of tiie former ' 
proposition, conceive that I am opposed to 
the enactment of a statute for the oppropria* 
tion of the unclaimed bodies to the uses of 
the anatomist. It may ass’st, hot will never 
do all ; and if coupled with a clause for the 
eiFectual prevention of exhumuiion, the 
cure, 1 conceive, would, at least for Duhlin, 
bo far worse than the disease. 

Sincerely yours, 

KatNENSIS. 

Duhlin, Feb. r, 1829. 

P, S. — My compliments to my friends 
Doctors Johnstone and Macleod : 1 have 
got through the second volume of the 
weekly edition of the Medical and Physical 
Journal, and shall transroil them my view 
of iis contents by the earUest opportunity- 


OVACKfiitY* 

To ihe Editor o/Tiie Lancet. 

Sir, — As you profess to expose qnackery 
in all its forms, 1 do not hesitate to address 
you on a subject which has lately been much 
talked of, and which has not altogether 
escaped your notice ; I allude lo the pre- 
tended cures of consumption by a peraon 
named Long. 1 am at a loss to conceive 
the motives which could have actuated the 
Editor of the Liferory Gazette io yield suchi 
implicit faith to the declarations of such a I 
preteuden ^he liberal endowments and | 
generHl information which a public writer j 
ooght to possess, should have induced him to ! 
place a little more reliance on self-judgment, 
than tb have committed himself by declara- 
tions which hear the stamp of iufatuadon 
or ignjwanoa. Of all the oases which hiWe 
bean mentioned as successful in that w*ojrh, 
not one of them h^rs tbe character of true 
consumption ; and it is rather singulnt, that 
while me pretended cures are blnxoned 
fori, should hear nothing of the un- 
successful cases, for I suppose the man does 
not profit to cure ttli that are sent to him. 
Dowevef, l cnn give you tlm result of one ] 
of his pretended cures.^A young gentle- 1 


m 

man, son of Major K--— a of this place, 
was affected with bmmoptysis, followed by 
cough, emaciation, and all the symptoms of 
threatened phthisis ; he was declared con- 
sumptive by the medical officers at Chathsm; 
being sent on leave to his friends, he was 
seen by Dr. Dioksun, of the Naval Hospital 
here, and many other medical men, wlio 
I agreed in tliat opinion. In this state bis 
I friends were strongly recommended to send 
him to the consumption-curer ; he was now 
able to ride out on horseback, and was only 
debilitated from tW effects of the disease, 
and tlie necessary abstemiousness which it 
was thought best to adopt, so that there 
could not be a more favourable case for the 
attempt ; he went to town bv sen, and bore 
the voyage very well ; on being seen by the 
charlatan, he declared him to be in a con- 
firmed consumption, but that he would send 
him back well to his regiment, in three 
months ; he was to visit the doctor once 
a-day fur an hour, during which time he 
was locked up in a room, with the doctor 
and otliers, who were pledged to secrecy 
regarding the proceedings there adopted ; 
during the rest of the day, he was ordered 
to eat and drink what he dtose ; not to 
abstain from company, walk about town* 
and consider himself curable. At length, 
in about three months, the patient was pro- 
nounced cured, and incited to remain ot the 
dochn's houee as a guest, where, no doubt, 
every use was made of him, as n specimen ; 
but at length the cough, which had not sub- 
sided, was accompanied by symptoms which 
convinced him that he was fast verging to 
eternity ; the usual alternations of sweating 
and diarrlioea came oo, and he insisted on 
coming home to die among bis friends; 
which after a tedious journey, wns just 
effected in time to breath hia laat in the 
midst of bis sorrow'ing relnlives. Although 
this statement may never reach those before 
whom this young man has been exhibited 
as a proof of the doctor’s success, yet it 
may enable many practitioners to deny tlte 
validity of the cures which have been pro- 
mulgated, backed by the anthority of Lord 
tluB, and 8ir George that. In this neigh- 
bourhood the above result has damned the 
doctor’s credit, and 1 hope, through your 
means, it will have same effiset in many 
other places ; butunfortunstely on those oc- 
casitmi, the antidote comes too late, and ere 
the sufferers are convinced of their error, 
tlifl , M . . ■ his aatiated himself wiUi his 
iU-emmed spoils* 

. I remain, 

• Vour constant reader, 
M.D. 

Plymouth, Feb. 4, 1829. 
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THE RHUBARB HAU 


the Ott> HA08 OF RHUBARB HAlt. 


To ifte Erftter o/The Lakcet. 

Sir,— I t is BOW more tli»n tweWe yeiw 
Biuce the A pothecaries’ Comjfwny anBounced 
their SBCcess ia obtaining a legislative enact- 
Bient, empowering them to meddle with 
those depart ments of the medical profession 
of which they were then, as they are now, 
(individually and collectively) notoriously 
ignorant 'I he tameness of the College of 
Surgeons, and of the great br^y of general 
practitioners, on that occasion, dis- 
gusting j the retail chemists and drug- 
gists, the actual apothecaries, lliroughout all 
England, presented a striking contrast j they 
met, subscribed, and formed a committee 
among themselves, to watch the progress 
of the Bill. What were the consequences 1 
Why, that their interests were specially 
protected in all the clauses ; and thus a mea- 
sure, introduced into Parliament with the 
specious and avowed intention of correcting 
the abuses in the stale and condition of 
tliat body, by whom medicines are chiefly 
compounded, prescribed viva voce, and dis- 
pensed insmnfer, in every village, town, and 
city throughout England, was perverted, 
most scandalously, from its object, and. to 
serve the cupidity of its originators, meta- 
morphosed into an engine of interference 
W'ith, and oppression of, the medical and 
’‘‘“aurgical profession at large. This, Sir, M 
the brief history of the power of ** w 
Hags of Khubarb Hall.’’ Shortly after, w 
1816, the reduction of our military and na^ 
forces was immense, and hundreds of mem- 
cal officers were thrown upon half-pay, and, 
among the rest, the writer of this article. 
Whit did the liRgsl Why, they promul- 
gated a notice, intimating, that no persons, 
and of course neither army nor navy sur- 
geons, could practise as apotheciries, untU 
examined by them ! ! I Had it been ordain- 
ed by law tUat such examinations were to 
be c(ind«t«d by Fellow of tto Collese of 
Physicians, all would have submitted with 
cUeerfulness, and many with pnde *, but 1 
will not attempt to describe my sensations 
upon that occasion. I was one of a number 

who had been intrusted, many years, with 
the medical charge of 600 or BOO men, &c., 
who had seen much disease in vanous parts 
of the world; had been ptinfuUy conver- 
gant with gun-shot w'oundt ; and hid pet' 
ihrmetl of the capital and minor operations 
of surgery, not a few j-I, to 
aminstiou by the drug-founders of Black- 
friars ! ! : My disgust and iiidignaUoB were 
not singular ; the sensation was miivertal in 
both services ; and memorials were inttontly 
forwarded to the heads of the respecBve de- 
partments; of which tfiese shopkeepers 
were no sooner aware ’thnn they ntet, con- 


cocted, Bad ad.orwed a by-law, 
from tbo opeiationaor ite' 
offioet. wl.o bid i«r.»d bia Majoaty!!! 
The conoBMion waa aconifd, Miideaemd 
to be. A legislative measure was arranged 
bet»«!a Lord Pahaemton. the bocreuty at 
War, and the Admiralty Secratary, which 
rendewd their by-law loperdttoM, and 
placed them end their act beneath the eon- 
' Lptof the medieel eorpe rf k®* 

If it he asked, what steps the great mass ot 
surgeons and general pracutioners took on 
this occasion, I grieve to say, the answer 
must be, “ none.” ITie consequences of 
[their treasonable and suicidal 
be found in The Lancet, No. 270 ; but it 
is not too late ; llie old ptoForb, “ Oive a 
rogue rope enough and be Will 
iself,” is peculiarly applicable to the Black - 
I friars’ shopmen. The impudent and pre- 
sumptuous pretensions of these people must 
open tbe eyes of tlie respectnble and edu- 
cated part of the community, and ultimately 
lead to the destruction of them and their act 

k 1816, when the notice from Rhubarb 
Hall first appeared, the question which arose 
in my mind, and which was eagerly asked 
waa,-“ Who are to be tbe Examiners t 
Who is there among the Apolhecanes 
Company comwtent to conduct an exami- 
naUoiiin eTery branch of themcdic^ pro- 
feation, and in all its auiiliary mimcc., 


leSBlOD, HUU iu W* 

which their regulations require 1 7 « 

that man to be found 1 Name him ! 1 ho 

[reply from all quarters, couched m the lan- 
guage of well-deserved contempt and den- 

iJlon, amounted to this, -They u'l I dmle the 
various Jepartmints amongst several, and they 
* wiil ccW thek cfuiitions, and ike appropriate an- 
Aprottyietoftxamm- 
lon. treW! L«t me, Mr. Editor, now re- 
neat the question, let mo ask, '* Who is 
tiM man, balonpng to the impndent junto 
coranoaine the Rhabarb Hall (jMg. that 
la capable of inatitutini an efscient me- 
dical' eaamlaationl Wfo i. lie, poMess- 
led of this ttroiciencyl Kamo him . 1 

ny lame him 1 ! ! " the poMic Itnow 
whidi of the Old Uagt wfeiaea aueb kaow- 
I ledge of ehemlrtty, of miWtia Bedica, of 
botany, of anatomy ahd 
I ticil Utomy (^meettoa and 
tion,) of Bie theory and <*f 

Uiterlfid, lastly, ofclim^in«dtoilli,mid^ 
wifmy, sod the diseases of WMftbi liii 

(ilifldren,---mi shsll enahte her 
j^ixamination of a pupil »n those braiil^ 
of icience l If an individual, so gifted, 
to be diBCfOvered in the puFUeus of 
Blaekfiiivi, how arfnaned he woidd feel to 
be #teeted iusttoh ootopany! 

YomM servant, 

A MALf-PAk N AVAL OrricEit# 

l^MWaport, 



Al?0THECi(<ilE3‘ DlPLOMAS—HOllSES’ FEET, ^ 


JniSII APOTHECAniES* DIPLOMAS. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,— I avail myself of the readiness with 
which you give insertion, in your very useful 
Journal, to every communication relating, 
either to the advancement of medical know* 
ledge, or to the liealtli and comfort of the 
community, to solicit, through its columns, 
attention to the manner in which diplomas 
are granted from the Lying-in Hospital of 
this city. With the manner of conducting 
the internal arrangements of the Institu- 
tion, or the description or kind of instruc- 
tion given within its walls, 1 have nothing 
to do. If defects exist in these particulars, 
(and it has been whispered that some do 
exist,) the pupils, who are the persons most 
interested, if they possess no other means 
of remedying tliem, have, at least, the me- 
dium of your Journal, (which has produced 
so much reformation in other places,) to 
make them known ; and no one, who has 
witnessed the effects of your exertions, will 
deny, that defects may be removed and 
abuses corrected, by making the public ac- 
quainted with their existence. What I 
complain of is, that diplomas are granted to 
persons, who are by no means quolified to 
practise even midwifery, 'Hie persons to 
whom I allude are Irisli apothecaries. 
Amongst this body 1 will admit there are 
many individuals who are well informed, 
but they are exceptions ; and I will assert 
that the most prominent characteristics of 
the majority are great ignorance and con- 
summate effrontery. In Ln gland, the apo- 
thecary is a well-instrucled man, compared 
to a person of the same' denomination iu this 
country ; because, by the laws of the Apo- 
thecaries’ Hull there, he is obliged to be in- 
fonned upon m’.\ny branches of medicine, be- 
sides pharmacy ; while, liere, his education 
consists in using the pestle and mortar, and 
compounding physicians’ and surgeons’ pre- 
scriptions— “ eecvndnm rtiTem,” together with 
the reading of the London or Edinburgh 
Pharmacopceia, without any attention what- 
ever to tlie primary and material branches 
of medical knowleuge, vi*., anatomy, phy* 
Biology, surgery , and the practice of physic ; 
without an acquainunce with which, he is 
«B unbt to bo an accoucheur, as he is to be 
what bo profeaset and attempts to W, 
l^ely, a general practitioner. Is it not 
abatoefiil to have the care of buroau life in- 
truated to men, who, after seven years 
peuaooe amidst tinclures, syraps, balsams, 
boluses; ointments, and pills, and probably 
witbont ever liavlbi seen more of disease 
than a cut bead, a blnok eye, or a fttU-grown 
cro|> of the itch; and after thirty min ntes 
examiunaob at tbe Hall opoa tbo making 


of calomel, the doses of rhubarb and mag- 
nesia, the making of ointments, with a few 
set questions upon acids, alkalies, and 
opium, receive a diploma to practise the 
art and mystery of an apothecary ] With 
such qualiilcatiun as this, or without any 
whatever, a person can pay 20i. at the 
Lying-in Hospital, and, after six months, 
receive a license to practise midwifery ! 
That such an individual, from practice m 
that way, may attain a mechanical expert- 
ness, like an artificer, in devising and em- 
ployiog the most ingenious methods in 
forcing children, d^d or alive, through the 
natural apertures, I will not deny ; but I 
strongly suspect that he will not he possess- 
ed of that degree of medical information, 
that skill and judgment, which difference of 
constitution, concomitant and incidental cir- 
cumstances, and diseases in the parturient 
person, demand in a practitioner of mid- 
wifery. If sucli a person should, by cliance, 
be a bandy finger-smith, and be competent 
to the duties of the vocation, yet a great 
injury to the community results from the 
practice of conferring a diploma, where no 
real (jualification accompanies it •, for, with 
this document, men palm themselves upon 
the people in country towns and villages, 
and commence the pious employment of 
killing and curing las majesty’s liege sub- 
jects with as much professional pomposity 
and sanctimonious gravity, as the most 
learned, or seemingly learned, big-wig 
Loudon, Dublin, Edinburgh, or elsewhere. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
UtnsRNUSi 

Dublin, Dec. 23, 1828. 


NON- EXPANSION OF HOUSES* EKET, 

To the Editor of Tiiz Lancet. 

Sir, — The following experiments, See., 
were originally intended as an answer to 
some letters which have recently appeared 
in The Sporting Magazine but as it appears 
the party who have the manageraeut of that 
publication, are desirous of bearing only one 
side of the question, they have refused tliem 
admittance. Aware that most of your read- 
ers are interested in the safe going of their 
burses, and that any thing which can tend 
to elucidate the much -agitated question of 
Jfoot hmenea^ or be productive of practical re- 
suits in the ehoeitig or treatment of their 
horses* feet, cannot be uninteresting to any 
class of the convmunily, 1 enclose the paper 
for The Lancet. 

The expansive quality assigned to the 
foot, having led to many errors i« these mat- 
ters, 1 propose, tret, to endeavour to clear 
away Uie mist which has enveloped ii, and, 



0 MCOVERV fEOM 


at a future opiportiiaity, to ptiiBue tie aul* 
ject matter in its practical bearings, and to 
point out what I have found'to be the cause, 
and best preTentivea, of foot lameness. 

On reading the November number of The 
SiHtrtiug Mogasm, I was much surprised 
that a correspondent, who styles himself 

Nubia,” should have asserted, the foot of 
the horse expands the eighth of an inch, or 
more, every time it comes in contact with 
the ground, if your readers will excuse the 
pun. 1 really thought lie must have been 
til ttubihus,whea be hazarded such un asser- 
tion. I draw my iufefjace from rather an 
extensive exjierience, and having been in 
tlie habit of continually dissecting feet for 
some years past, and most devotedly, in 
search of facts and information on these 
matters, it is singularly unfortunate I never 
could discover this mucli-talked*of expan- 
sion, or opening and collapsing, or shutting, 
of the foot of the horse. 

It hag been too much the fashion to take 
this expansive quality, wrongly assigned to 
the foot, upon trust, without submitting it 
to the testof actual experiment, and** Nubia’* 
has certainly not smoothed the way much 
for trying it, when he informs us, that it 
can be tried fairly only on the feet of horses 
that have neeer undergone the much dreaded 
operation and baneful effects of shoeing! 
and, as 1 understand him, they must be well- 
bred ones. Tliat the laminm elongate, or 
descend, 1 am prepared to admit, thereby 
causing the vein, as the smiths call it, to 
descend also } and that if the frog and heels 
meet tht^ ground, as they ought to do, the 
side cartilages have motion to a certain de- 
gree. Having occasion to be at Mr. Theo- 
bald's, of Stockwell, and aware that every 
facility would be offered me to try the ex- 
periment, I determined to measure the feet 
of some of tlic colts wdth the calipers, as 
" Nubia” describes he measured his mare’s 
feet. There being plenty of scope fa: trying 
it, fully and fairly, on some of the best bred 
stock in Knglund, that never had been under 
theiii/lueiiceofthe “iron prison and wedges/’ 
as ‘* Nubia” terms the shoe and nails i tliat 
it might be tried fairly, I got a friend to 
Stand by ami see me perform, who is not 
only a good mathematician, but who is fre- 
quently and jiiactically in the habit of using 
cniipers and compasses. We caught four 
of tlie young horses out of the paddocks, 
and applied the inslruincnls to each of the 
fore ice t repeatedly. The result was clearly 
to tny friend, myself, and the Imad groom, 
(who merits our thanks for the civilitjr and 
anxiety he evinced,' that the experiment 
might be fully and fairly mude,) that there 
is not an atom of diU'ereuce in the width of 
the horse’s foot, whether on or off the 
ground ! Whether standtoj on ope or both 
fore feet, oi whether itone o& Mi 


back, or nothing ! And tliat all this tirade 
about expansion, is entirely fanciful and 
theoretical. 'J’hree days afterwards, 1 repeat- 
ed the same experiments on the same feet, 
with precisely the same results. A horse 
came to be shod with a remarkably good 
foot, I placed a man, between eleven and 
twelve stone, on his back, held up one foot, 
and |ban tried the experiment— -same result 
as tlie Others. I have often occasion to rasp 
the quarters (o the blood, previously to turn- 
ing nut; and when the frog has been the 
chief support to the lateral parts of the foot, 
have tried the experiment on many of these, 
whilst made to stand upon one foot, and, in 
several instances, with a couple of men on 
their backs, yet no expansion whatever took 
place, 1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient aervani, 

C. MonoAN, Vet. Surg, 
Feb* to, i8S!?. Blackfriars Hoad. 


BBCOVSHY OF AK IMFAKT, AITBE ASPUVXIA 
OF TWENTY-FOUR HOURS. 

To ike Editor of The Lancet* 

Sir,— -On perusing Dr. Blundell’s Lec- 
ture, in Number 263 of your interesting 
Journal, (for Sept. 13,) he therein states, — 
“ Neiv-born infants may, now and then, be 
resuscitated, after they have lain in a state 
of asphyxia for a good part of an hour.” 
I have sent the following account of a case, 
which occuired in the practice of my father ; 
if you think it worthy of your notice, you 
will please to insert it when convenient. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Henry Pointer. 

Eton, Jan. 9, 1829. 

Mr. Pointer was sent for to a Mrs. 
Groves, of Staines, Middlesex, arrived at 
the full period of utero-gestation, whom he 
delivered of twins, a boy and a girl. The 
boy, which was the second child, appa- 
rently dead. Having used the means to re- 
store the child, without success, Mr. Pointer 
wrapped it up in a flannel, and laid it on 
the hearth beflire the flri. This occurred 
about eleven o’chnfk, a.m. The following 
morning, about Uie same time, Mr. Pointer 
called to see the patient ; the child was ftill 
lying in the sitoation he left it in, but retain- 
edf little warmth. Cpuceivtng, at the child 
vetaiaed some wavmtli, xhm must 'be 
Mr. Pointer deaired the nurse to give it 
tome gin ; two teaipooniful were given, in 
iti pure state, lii a aliort time a^ar, the 
ci^ld began to show aome •mptoiua cii lifef 
and in a quarter of an lu^r Wgan to cry, to 
the aatonishmant of mooter and aarae* This 
b^ became Mtert b^ fw the fioeat 



BE^AEmSON ON CHOE£A« 


CA&E OF CIIOBEA SANCTt VITT. FttOK AK 

sxthaordinaey cause. 

nyE dward Harrison, M.D., 
F.ll.A.S.Kd., &c. 

Miss Isabella Porch, of Lime Street, 
aged tea years, has a fair complexion, with 
light eyes, and brownish hair ; she was aa- 
turally well formed, is of a lively disposition, 
nod rather tall of her age. To counteract 
her increasing deformity, the horizoQtal 
position has been strictly enforced by her 
mother, for tlie last seventeen months. She 
has remained in excellent health during the 
whole period, nor has the swelling increased 
since recumbency was adopted. Upon ex* 
amination, 1 found Uie three last doretd, and 
five lamhar vertebre raised into a large, 
highly-elevated, posterior arch ; it was free 
from pain, had no discoloration, and bore 
pressure without inconvenience. Pulse na* 
tural, bowels regular, appetite good, and 
she sleeps well. 

The following narrative, dranm up by her 
anxious mother, details the history of the 
complaint from its commencement to the 
present time 

“ My daughter left London in the month 
of June, llUlil, on a yisit to some relations 
in the neighbourhood of Frome, Somerset- 
shire ; she was nearly four years of age, and, 
at the time, in an excellent state of health- 
She was first seized, in February, 181^0, 
with fits, which the faculty called, St, 
Vitus’s dance. After she had been afflicted 
with them three weeks she came homo, and 
nn eminent nccouclteur was immediately con- 
sulted. Under the influence of the fits, 
each of which was of about lialf an hour’s 
duration, her right arm and leg were in con- 
stant motion they kept lurniug round per- 
petually backwards aud forwards, the for- 
mer at the shoulder-joint, the latter at the 
liip ; she had no power over the affected 
limbs, their motions heiug quite involun- 
tary; her face, jpn the same side, was con- 
tracted. and the torner of her mouth drawn 
outwards; she could not speak so long as 
the fits continued, her tongue oppearing too 
lartfU for her mouth ; they returned &ree 
or tettr times Uie day, but never attacked 
her la (he night; wknihey were over, die 
Sheared ured atid fstiguud, but was never 
jAsepy ; site wa» quite suqtibie iu the fits, 
nor were her faeulviea in the least impaired 
by them ; they continued to return tpr two 
months, and gradually left her. From the 
excessive werdeness brought on by the dis- 
ord«r» U was deemed proper, in the follow- 
ing May, to send hvr to Brighton for the 
advantage of sea air and bathing. The 


bathing appearing to disagree and relax the 
system, she returned to London in July. 
AU her joints, and in particular those of 
her wrists and fingers, bad become exceed- 
ingly debilitated while she was at the sea, 
and admitted of being much bent in all di- 
rections. She had the misfortune to be 
thrown out of a gig soon after her arrival at 
home, but did not appear to be much hurt 
by the accident. 

On her second return, she was constantly 
complaining of great weakness, and pain in 
the smoll of her back. This showed itself 
by her frequently p“ttmg her hand to the 
part, by lier often stumbling, and being 
easily thrown down, on every slight occa- 
sion. Her limbs were so feeble and nunib, 
that she could not walk even short dis- 
tances witliout support. Alarmed at these 
circumstances, her back was frequently ex- 
amined by m3'8elf and others. Nothing re- 
markable could be perceived till some time 
in October, when one of the lumbar verte- 
bra was oWrved slightly to project. Her 
eye now became inflamed, and an expe- 
rienced oculist was consulted for it. Tbi| 
complaint was soon removed, and she con- 
tinued iu delicate health for some time 
longer. 

In the latter part of the ensuing Decem- 
ber, she was again seized with St. Vitus’s 
dance. 1 took her immediately to the same 
accoucheur, who prescribed aperient medi- 
cines, and directed fourteen ounces of blood 
to be taken from the back of the head, by 
means of cupping. At this visit 1 showed 
him tlie protuberance in her back ; it con- 
sisted of a single joint, which was consider- 
ably risen ; he treated the swelling with 
great levity, declaring it would nover be 
of any moment to the child,” During the 
cold weather, she had fiuipieut attacks of 
spasms in both arms and both legs, attended 
with excruciating pain. These continued 
about ten minutes at a time, and returned 
every two or three days, for several suc- 
cessive weeks. She had about twelve in all. 
They left her imperceptibly ; and after they 
were gone, she alw’ays fell asleep. These 
fits were attributed to debility, induced by 
the capping, and loss of blood from it. The 
pain nod weakness in the hack continued 
fox some length of time. In Jul.y, 18121, 
tlte eye again became affected, which ooca- 
uoued another consultation wlUi the oculist. 
He examined her back, and was told what 
bmi beeu said. His answer was, Let mo 
tell you, it will be of very great moment to 
your daughter/' and ordered her to the sea- 
side immediately. She was taken a second 
time in the following August to Brighton, 
where ahe remained fifteen months uuder 
the care uf a phvsioian, who ordered her the 
warm bath, tad to lay constantly on a plain 
fiat bomd« Tiiif wai doiie» together with 
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se»-bnibliig, wbicli was afterwards resorted 
to. Sbe was constantly taking calomel 
with aperients. In short, he said, she 
could not live without medicines of this 
description. This gentleman recommended 
a caustic issue to be inserted on each side 
of the loins; his application was never 
tried. While there her eye was frequently 
infiamed, and she became more and more 
debilitated. She was, at length, brougitt 
home in a very weak, feeble stale. Her 
back much worse ; I, and her father, be- 
came BO thoroughly disheartened by her 
general appearance, tt^u we laid aside all 
medicine in September, 1822, and deter- 
mined to confide her case wholly to tbej 
operi^iotts of nature. In the same month, 
we took her again into Somersetshire for 
the benefit of fresh air, lying flat in the 
carriage, and by easy stages. While there, 
she was permitted to ran about as she 
liked, and was placed under no control. In 
consequence of this unrestrained liberty, 
the swelling of her back increased consider- 
ably, and the ioflaramatioa in her eye re- 
turned with greater violence than before. 
The latter continued several months un- 
abated, notwithstanding the application of a 
seton to her neck, and the employment of 
various internal remedies. She remained 
in the country till April, 1824. She re- 
turned home in very weakly health ; though, 
during the time of irer being in Somerset- 
^ire, she greatly recovered, but was sub- 
ject to the same fits of chorea, which always 
came on after exercite. Since her return, 
the reclining posture has been strictly en. 
forced, and the fils have entirely left iter. 
This practice was carefully persisted in 
from April, 1824, till the month of Septem- 
ber, 1825, when she was placed under Dr. 
Harrison's care. She had remained in ex- 
cellent health daring the whole period of 
lecUning. ! am quite sure, however, from 
various circumstances, that the fits could, 
at any time, have been reproduced, by 
leaving her couch, and resuming her former 
active amusements for only a few days.*' 

September 5, 1825. 

1 entered upon the treatment of this in- 
teresting case in September, 1825, The 
lumbar swelling was dispersed, by the pro- 
cess 30 often detailed, in March, 1826. 
During this interval the patient enjoyed 
good health and excellent spiriUi.* She 
experienced no feeling of chorea, nor has 
it 8ul)9e<juently returned, We bttve, I 
think, a convincing proof in the inttance 
before us, of a close union Msisting be- 
tween chorea and t!m vertebral column. Tlie 
striking feature, indeed tlie only of 
bodily infirmity, appeared- in the lusibar 
piojectios. la oraer ^ coidtect it with 


chorea, we may premise that the first attack 
was in February, 1820, 

She was sent to Uie sea-coast in May, for 
the improvement of her general liealth, 
and left it in July. “On her arrival at 
homo,’' says tlie mother, “ 1 was alarmed to 
hear Rvr complaining of great weakness, 
and pain in the small of her back. She 
fr?qtj«ntly stumbled on level ground, "and 
was easily thrown down. Her limbs were 
so feeble and numb, tlmt she could not walk 
even short distances without support,” 
These infirmities afford unanswerable tes- 
timony that somelhiiig was seriously amiss 
at this time. A slight projection was first 
discovered by her mother, in the following 
I October. . Let us not hasiilyr conclude, be- 
cause the prominence was not sooner per- 
ceived, thot none had actually taken place. 
The symptoms had already attained a degree 
of inteusity, which could not be the result 
of a few days or weeks; more time was 
required, if I am permitted to reason from 
the analogy of similar cases. 

The mother, however watchful and soli- 
citous, was not likely to find out a small 
enlargement in that division of the column, 
nor the slight deviation of a single joint* 
Even experienced practitioners have been 
frequently deceived in these respects; I 
have already adduced several examples 
where the disorder has been overlooked for 
several years, and shall enumerate others in 
tl»e course of the work. We may, I think, 
infer under the circumstances, that tlte 
swelling iiad subsisted some time before it 
was noticed, and probably even before tlie 
first appearance of chorea. Wo are led to 
this conclusion, because, after the gibbosity 
had attained to its utmost heiglit, the child 
was always well in the horiaontul posture. On 
its interruption for a few days, the fits con- 
^ntly relurnod, so long as the swelling 
remained. No sooner was it removed, than 
the fits entirely left her, from which we 
I infer that the deformity and the fits bore a 
I relation to one another. This 1 think must 
I be admitted, whatever difficulties we may 
I find to explaining the connexion, 

18th July, 1826. 

Miss I .Porch has enjoyed onintemiptsd 
good health, since the lost report, if 
grown considerably taller and iioatOTt 
There has been no appearance of chorea>i 
though ihe takas a good deal of exercise, m 
foot and in i esri^e. ^ 

October, 1818* 
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THE LANCET. 

Satwrdai/f Februaty «8, 1829. 


iT^Tfis emphatically remarked, the cite 
day, by one of thoae profound persons, who 
ore justly classed among the omamenta of 
the medical profession, we allude to Mr. 

Joe Burks, that appeals to the understond- 
ing of men are seldom so persuasive as 
arguments which address themselves to 
their pecuniary interestsi The observation 
was made in the course of a convwsation at 
Callow’s, on the surprising conversions] 
which hove recently taken place in the 
political world i and our friend Joe had no 
sooner delivered himself of it, than he 
looked round upon Uie company with an air 
of mixed satisfaction and fierceness— of 
satisfaction arising from the consciousness 
of having just given utterance to a brilliant 
and original sentiment ; and of fierceness, 
inspired by the conviction that he was en- 
titled to the general applause. lu the ex- 
pectation implied by the confident ex- 
pression of bis vivid and shining counte- 
nance, Joe was not disappointed ; indeed 
be was secure, upon this occasion, of main- 
taiuing his intellectual ascendancy, for 
none but Heads of the profession were pre- 
sent ; and though there be not wanting per- 
sons malicioas enough to insinuate that Joe 
is a fool among wits, even the enemies of 
that gifted individual will scarcely deny 
that be is a wit among fools. Be that as it 
may, we concur entirely in the sentiment 
expeeised by Mr. BirnKS. without stopping 
U iuqhiin whithef It was reserved for our 

■■ 

Bpemes of ^ 

every waii^iimderstattdfrtgi and e^cote tbur® 
laptd codiiimons then ever frdWed 
exliortatitum ofsumts--«iretolid tronsmu- 

taUoos tliikuwr bkeiel 

No. 


of alchemists. But we hive no design to 

intrude upon territory which is too sacred 

for the footsteps of medical joumaUfts— itia 
above our province referre sertnom Ihonm 
—to advert to Ibe speecbes of Revi^nd 
Fatbers in God, or investigate the pro»^ 
mate causes of tbe sudden flood of light and 
liberality which bos been shed upon the 
bench of bishops. We shall content our- 
selves with a more^umble illustration of 
the principle with which our facetious friend 
has supplied us, by reminding oor readera 
of a few circumstances connected with the 
publication of hospital reports. 

Five years ago, when reports of cases 
occurring, and operations performed in pub- 
lic hospitals, were first published in this 
Journal, there was no term of obloquy and 
reproach with which we were not assailed* 
for communicating this species of infonna- 
tion to the profession and the public. At 
the present day, the very persons who once 
denounced the publication of hospital re- 
ports have become humble imitators of out 
plea, and no attempt is iqpde to question^ 
the right or expediency of publishing ench 
reports, except by a few individuals who 
have an interest in concealing tlieir own in- 
efficiency, and who, therefore, yield re- 
luctantly to the general stream of pro- 
fessional end public opinion. Is it to the 
influence of reason, to the love of truth, and 
to a desire of jiromoting Uie public good, that 
we are to ascribe the conversion of some of 
our contemporaries, who formerly assailed us 
with all Uie tropes which malignity and 
vulgar acurrility could supply, for having 
opened a new path to profeasional informa- 
tiont Clewly not; for the reasons which 
now render it expedient to give publicity to 
tlie casea occurring in our public bospiials^ 
exiated to the ssme extent, and with pre- 
Otaoly the same force, five yesrs ego. It 
was the pecuniary, huerests of these gentle- 
men wliich enabled them to discover the 
expediency of endeavouring to follow in the 
jmih w^^ them, and 
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they onghtiHy deicnbed m tbe Hgh 
7»id to idl that ivM base and digboDoorable, 
They found that tbo aopply of solid infonna* 
had produced a coiresponding demand 
eu the part of the profession, and when in* 
terest pointed out the necessity of a change 
of opinion, they became eager, if not cheer* 
fill eonmts to the principles and practice 
which they had oondemned, Now it may not 
he politic, opon all occasions, to scnitioise 
too rigorously the grinds and reasons of 
sudden changes of opinion, because, if we 
diacQursge repentance, we perpetnate sin ', 
if we do not allow a graceful lecui ptakuttk, 
we cannot hope to reclaim a heretic, whether 
in religion, politics, morality, or medicine. 
But a convert may have so far committed 
himself hy his seal or intemperance in be- 
half of one creed, as to cot himself off from 
all cbanoe of making a decent justidcation 
of hi| adoption of another. No naan can 
hope to gain credit for sincerity in embrac- 
ing a new set of opinions, if he has been to- 
tally regardlesa of all decency or modern- 
tion in defending the opinioni which lie 
deems it expedient to abandon. *' So deal 
with your friends,'’ says an ancient precept, 
'* aa if they were one day to become your 
enemies; so deal with your enemies, as if 
they were one day to become yoar friends.” 
The first part of this rule of conduct, how- 
ever salutary on the score of prudence, 
would, if strictly followed, encroach, per- 
haps, a little too much on the amenitiea of 
aociai life ; the second part of the precept is : 
worthy of all approbation, and he who has 
wholly disregarded it, is in no condition to 
becoaae a convert to a new set of opinions, 
witliout incurring the contempt or derision 
of his contemporaries. Let iti tiyhy ^s 
part of tlie rule, the conduct of that respect- 
able individual who, by dint of fifteen pounds 
sterling paid for ao Aberdeeo diploms, passes 
under the name of Doctou JsMEi JoKifisoN. 
At the period when hospital reports were 
fint published in Tbk Laikckt, tbit mdlvi- 
dual held op the gen(}ai»«A who fu|Bil^ 


them, to the execration of the profession as 
"spies and vampires,” and strongly recom- 
mended the hospital functionaries to expel 
any student who should be detected in com- 
municating cases for publication to this 
Journal. Subsequently, when the Quarterly 
Journal waa in a dediuiog conditio^ the 
Aberdeen Dub seems to have become sen- 
sible of the expediency of offering to his 
readers something more substantial than 
" the chaff and bran” upon which he had 
hitlierto regaled them ; but, as he had always 
relied, like a spider, upon manufacturing 
his Journal out of flimsy materials, which 
cost him nothing, he woa unwilling to 
incnr expenaa, and, therefore, hit upon the 
expedient of inviting students to furnish 
him with Uoipitsl reports, promising, by 
way of remuneration! sets of his own journal , 
which were worth their weight in paper, 
and for which he had long been unable to 
find purchasers! lie who had denounced 
students us " spies and vampires,'’ for hav- 
ing transmitted reports to this Journal, had 
the unparilleled effrontery to invite these 
gentlemen to supply him with reports in 
his hour of need, hod the unparalleled mean- 
neas and impudence to offer aa a reward for 
such contributions, the very journal in which 
he had vilified and traduced them ! 

With regard to the remunoralion received 
by gentlemen who have contributed hos- 
pital reports to this Journal, of which so 
much was said at the late trial, we suppose 
it is hardly necessity to offer any apology 
to our readers, for adopting the only course 
by which a regular supply of valuable prth 
fessional information can be obtained. The 
profession has had abundant experience 
what can he effected jk a journal lupported 
by voluntary contributions! or in a jjonrntd 
manufactured by the hand of a single }0)o* 
rious btoehfeead, top penariout, to expend n 
bawbee ^ liiersg aasistance, but prodigal 
of the maivrieii by which he disgusted, and 
at length exhausted the patience of his 
readers* It hat been said^ tlmt "every 
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YiTipiiid contributor to a periodical publica- 
tion ifl an asa now, altbough tbia propo- 
sition requirea considerable quaUEcation, 
especially aa applied to journals devoted 
to professional topics, in the handling of 
which tire fame acquired by a contributor 
may often be more than equivalent to a 
direct compensation in money, yet it cannot 
be denied, that any reliance upon casual or 
voluntary contributioui for the regular sup- 
ply of a periodical work, would soon prove 
fatal to its reputation. The contempt 
which Sir James Scarlett was indiscreet 
enough to express for gentlemen who had 
fumislred medical reports to this Journal, 
on the score of their being hirelings, was too 
absurd to deserve serious notice. It is 
rather a rare occurrence to hear aentiments 
of this kind from well-educated and intel- 
ligent gentlemen j for the depreciation of 
literary labour is now, for the most part, 
confined to purse-proud artizana, or under- 
bred upstarts, who seek to indemnify tb era- 
selves for the slights to which their vulgarity 
and ignorance expose, them iu cultivated 
society, by rejoicing iu the penury W'hich 
must needs, in tbeir estimotioo, oppress 
men of education, who derive pecuniary 
profit from their intellectual attainments. 

• The term hireling is applicable to any man 
who receives money in exchange for his 
labour, and can only be oonsiatenily used as 
a term of reproach by one who lives abso- 
lutely on the labour of others, and who con- 
siders the ahsiiueuce from all labour, bodily 
or mental, that deserves compensation, an 
hoDOttrable digtinotion. Sir .1am es Scar* 
LitT, indeed, took an ingenious distinction 
at the late trial, between the delicate sense 
^ of honour which distinguishes the inter- 
Mrie between profeeeioital men and their 
employers, and the vOIgSr, commonplace 
notione of hoteslyi wbieb regnlaite com* 
meroiol tranaactiona j mid we are, moreover , 
aware that there existi n legal fiOtlon, by 
virtue of whhrb abarrisier*s or phyticina’a 
fee is beld to ha ktmmAm fflcMesi^not an 


honest guinea, but an honorary metaphy- 
•ical entity— not a substantial remuneration 
for which an action may be maintained, but 
a mere creature of the imagination, which, 
as it goes for nothing at law, so it mftin* 
tains its visionary character in all the phases 
of its moonshine existence ; for as nothing 
is given, it follows that nothing can he re- 
turned, and if nothing be done by the coun- 
sel or the physician, qgitliing is at least as 
much as the client or the patient has a 
right to expect, and often much more* than 
he has the wisdom to be thankful for. 
Notwithstanding the fine-spun subdeties, 
however, by which lawyers have en- 
deavourt d to prove that they labour for 
nothing, litigants know to their cost, that a 
' barrister s honour is supported by means in 
no respect dififering from those which uphold 
a tradesman’s honesty, and that the term 
hireling is fully as applicable to Sir Jausb 
Scarlett, as to tlie humblest mechanic, 
who exchanges the produce of his manual 
labour for the necessaries of life. If there 
were any thing really dislionourable or 
degrading in the act of labonring for hire— 
which we deny, for iu our view of the 
matter a hireling is honourably distin- 
guished from a drone— if labouring for 
hire really involved a sacrifice of dignity 
or independence, instead of affording, 
as we are prepared to contend, the best and 
surest means of maintaining dignity and in- 
dependence, the profession to which Sir 
James Scarieit belongs is of all others, 
perhaps, that which would give him the 
^ least title to stand on a loftier eminence 
than his neighbours $ for let it be remem- 
bered that, by a timely application, vm 
might have hired all the einguence and 
ingenuity which Sir James Scaulett was 
ab1« to bring into play against us. We 
demonstrated, in a former Number, the 

♦ No acikm lies against a barrister for 
unskiilhlnessor negligeiicet though i t amoan t 
to eniiM u^hgeRtis.-^Vide Peake’s Nisi 
PriusCuscs, p. 95. 

t\ 
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^teliood of some of iifl osiertions which I 
Sit James Scarlett »ede, in the cooise of 
his address to the jary. We did tliis in 
justice to ourseWes ; and we shall now add, 
in jnstice to the learned gentleman, what 
may be deemed, in some sort, an apology 
for his conduct, in the words of Archdeacon 
Paley. “ There are falsehoods which are 
not Uee ; that is, which are not criminal ; 
as where no one is ftceired, as in a ser- 
mt’s denying his master, an adrocate 
asserting the justice, or his belief of the jus- 
tice of his client's cause. In such instances 
no confidence is destroyed, because none 
was reposed ; no promise to speak the truth 
is riolated, because none was given or un- 
derstood to he given.” Such is tlie doc- 
trine laid dovm by the author of The Prin- 
eiples of Moral Philosophy,” in lus diapter 
on lies ; and this doctrine may serve to ac- 
count for the absurd, or, as Mr. ConnETT 
would call it, the hmtlj} attempt of Sir 
Jambs Scarlett to make the fact of re- 
ceiving reward for literary labour, a ground 
' for contumely and reproach. Of the surgeons 
who have, from time to time, supplied this 
Journal with hospital reports for a pecu- 
niary consideration, we arc bound in justice 
to say, that we believe most of them to be 
men of as high honour, and as unblemisLed 
a reputation as Sir James Scarlett, and ; 
that some of them are now rapidly advancing 
to the highest eminence in their pro- 1 
fesrion. 

We had intended to mak^ n few remarks 
on the *' publication of hoCpital reports by 
hospital surgeons themselves,” and on tlie 
twaddle of Sir Authony Carlisle, but 
the lawyer has engaged so much of our at- 
tention, tliat the Oyster hss escaped from 
us, and we must postpone the opening of 
the crustaceous Knight to another opportu- 
nity. We may observe, however, in pass- 
ing, that as Sir ANTUOtiT visits the West- 
minster Hospital only twice a week, he can 
be but very imperfectly informed at to what 
takes place there, and that the arrangements 


which wo have made fot our reporting de- 
partmeut at the WeaUnioster aadat the other 
metropolitan hospitals, are such as to render 
1 any material inaceuncy in tlie highest de- 
gree improbable. No error las been speci- 
fied, and we cbtdlenge Sir Anthony to point 
out one. We may also here notice another 
jndicioas oltempt, on the part of Mr. 
Bravsby Cooper’s /rwwiji, to keep alive 
the memory of his celebrated case of litho- 
tomy. It has been said, that if in a late 
case, where considerable time was neces- 
sarily occupied, in consequence of Mr. Key 
being compelled to extract the stone piece- 
meal, if it had been Mr, Bn ansby Cooper’s 
turn to operate, the difficulty would of 
course have been imputed to his want of 
skill. W^hat must be the real opinion as to 
the merits of Mr. Buansdy Cooper’s case, 
entertained by those who resort to such 
miserable subterfuges in order to bolster it 
up ’ The ground upon which Mr. Bransby 
Cooper’s skill was impugned was, thnt there 
was no assignable difficulty in Steplicn Pol- 
lard’s case, to account for the extraordi- 
nary circumstances attending the operation ; 
and now that Mr. Bransby Cooper has 
published Ids own report, he is evidently us 
: incapable of assigning a cause of difficulty , 
as be was at the time of the operation. Tlie 
explanation which Sir Astlev Cooper vo- 
lunteered at the trial, with as much conti* 
deuce as if he hid seen the case, w'as a 
mere tub to the whale, and having served 
the purpose of mystifying the jury, has 
not been repeated by the Nephew in his 
report. Well might poor Mr. BraRsby 
Cooper exclaim in the words of the Spanish 
proverb, God defend me from my friends !” 


- Iff OR AM, 

a Pupil Westmwm IIo^luU 

SArnthe crusty, cafty, fottl tontra^a Knight, 

“ IfTHELAxcRt* report,* no inortt will I mapk!” 
Huzea, then ! we’ll try with all ont rninht 
I'o doM firmly the moulli of thii whtnbi]; afc. 
Vide bir A. Carlttle’i Speech , ante, p. C70 , 



CHAMTY iftDBEIGK^OUCA PICTON0M. 


LONDON MIMCAL AND PHYSICAL JOURNAL. 

February, iHi9» 

Poor Charity Hoderick, wBen lie 
brouglit his celebrated action against us, in 
^hich be obtained five pounds and a 
GBNBRAL LAUon,” Stated, in bis “ declara- 
tion,” that by our criticisms we bad held 
him up to ricficule, and rendered bis “ dis- 
charge” from the editorship of the above 
Journal, more than probable. The following 
is a portion of his whine j and seeing that be 
was a hungry Scotchman, having an eye to 
the $iUer, and a Dun withal, who can won- 
der that tlie miserable wight dreaded the 
"frown of his master, Mr. Souter, of St. 
Paul’s Churchyard 

* “ Xlaciaration.— Roderick Macleod. the 

plaintiff in this suit, complains of Thomas 
N\’aicley, thathe wrongfully and maliciously 
intended to injure and aggrieve him, by 
causing him to be dismissed and ois- 
ciiAROED from the editorship of the London 
Medical and Physical Journal, • • • and 
thereby has sustained damages to the amount 

of TWO THOUSAND POUNDS.” 

The jury, however, being men of sound 
iudgment and much liberality, awarded the 
Dvljive pounds ; just five shiUingiper cent, 
on the sum so modestly laid in the declare- 
tion. So here is a physician, complaining 
that he is likely to be discharged from the 
servitude of a bookseller ; and afterwards 
has the impudence to pretend, that he is not 

Roderick, it seems, had sound reasons 
for dreading thathe should he discharged, as 
Mr. Souter has had the dUcretiou to ex- 
punge his name from the cover of the Yel- 
low Journal, This glandered. foundered, 
spavined old hack, is now, we hear, m the 
stables of Mr. Orme, who deeply laments 
his purchase, as it has been attended with a 
very heavy loss, and it is not likely that he 
will obtain even a sixpence for the animal s 
mtnetured hide. U U expected that the 
wetehed creature will not survive long, as 
he is in an exceedingly weak and tottering 
condiuon; and from cosUgations received 
jii consequence of his former bad habits, 
tl^TC remain several old sores, from winch 
Lnea a horridly fetid penodiool dis- 

Mem». Uii» dis<iUm«4 » fo ««• 

of UsoMAinmd Co. Jim beconw 
notoriom for ito ill odOuj, ood tb* o»lj on;- 
nul. whiob BOW dwer the old litek by Ibeir 

uMeenee, m » J" 

Bllby of tlio Boei'iTAL Bete. VV Jwre the 
eetnon is , there will the otowe be el«o. 

Mr. Souter’s journal is now edited by 
Mr* North ahd IJr. W hatleyo 


The Number for the present month does 
not contain many original commanicationst 
and the majority of those are by no means 
remarkable for their excellence. The first 
is entitled, ** On Diseases of the Nails and 
the surrounding soft parts.” Mr. Burnett, 
the author, thus speaks of the first of the 
cases:— ^ 

“ Tlie right aide of the toe was chiefly 
affected, and from the sulcus between the 
nail and fillei, which bounds the onythala- 
! mus, there was a semi-purulent discliarge : 
unhealthy gronulatioM had sprang up in the 
ulcerated cleft ; and tnese, with the ichorous 
discharge, &c,, gave the disease, at first 
sight, the aspect of onychia maligna.” 

Lint having for some time been intro- 
duced in the cleft between the nail and the 
flesh, and the side of the nail having; been 
afterwards pared away without affording any 
relief, Mr. llumett “ placed the point of a 
catlin in the cleft, and removed at once the 
side of the nail bed, into which the nail en- 
Itered. The sore soon healed, no cause of 
irritation being left ; and the like operation 
was subsequently performed on the other 
side of the toe with the like result.*’ Mr* 
Burnett, however, wishes it to be under- 
stood. that he is far from thinking this 
treatment would be beneficial in cases of true 
onychia maligna. 

The second paper is a communication by 
M. Montanceix, on the “.Treatment of ^ 
Colica Pictonum by Alum, under the di- 
rection of M. Capelar, of the Hdpital St. 
Antoine.” Alum has for a long time been 
used successfully in this disease, wid there 
is nothing remarkable in any of the cases 
related by M. Montanceix. The remedy was 
given in doses of from one to four drachms. 

It is alleged, that neither inflammation of 
the stomach nor bowels, has followed its 
OS6 J nnd thftt, in most c&s6Sy iUkb or fbur 
drachms of the alum were sufficient to ren- 
der the patient convalescent, and that in no 
instance did a relapse occur. The medicine 
was administered in some mucilaginous 
I mixture, at intervals of fiotn four to six 
hours, according to the urgency of the symp- 
toms, and, in several instances, the opera- 
tion of the medicine appeared to be bene- 
ficially promoted by the use, at the same 
time, of oily injections. 

I The above uninteresting paper is suc- 
ceeded by an article on diseases xn Hm- 
‘dostan, by Mr. Walsh, who gives an ap- 
I palling Dcoouut of the terrible ravages of 
cholera, andof the inefficacy and uncertainty 
of every mode of treatment that is usually 
adopted. The following extracts are worthy 

The unfortunate soldier would make his 
wiU, as he called it,* and then lay himself 
down, sometimes witli nnla)^p«nrance of rewg- 
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itid«ed, but «{tbout a ray of hope I fow dayi. Tbis, 1 apprebeaded, muat bare 
at other ttmea, with the hxed eye end coa- ariaen from disease of the arteries, as there 
vttlsive shudder of despair. Of eltolera, as j were no leas than six ligatures applied, and 
it appeared in Burmah, littie else might bet by three difereut persoos, myself among 
said beyond the sad record of its attack and ; the rest : notwithsUudiag which, however, 
fatal result, if the symptoms of tliis period | the bleeding recurred at intervals, and the 
did not offer a powerful contrast to those jhlood was observed to issue, not from the 
occurring when the regiment lay at Madras ' part at which the ligature was applied, but 
for ten or twelve days prevtoua to its from tire extremity of the funis.** 
embarkation for Rangoon. In those days 

of health and plethoric fulness, cholera per- Tlie rear of the original communications 
vaded the corps with epidemic violence is brought up by one from PABrsiT Lan- 
and great mortality.^ The man in his bar- drau, entitled, “ Remarkable case of Cor- 
rack-room was as often seized wth cholera, puscles, freely moving, kth in the vitreous 
as his comrade exposed to fatigue and in- humour an oin the posterior cbambgj- of the 
solution. ♦ * * Throughout the middle and eye,” which title is quite sufficient to en- 
latter periods of attack, or growing state of able our renders to form an opinion of the 
excessive collapse, strong and warm punch, nature and contents of this document, 
with warm aromatic draughts, to as great an 


extent as the stomach would admit, were 
given alternately with calomel and opium. 
These two powerful articles of the Materia 
Medina were, in this disease, seldom, I 
might also say never, as far ns iny observa- 
tion went, attended with their usual speci- 
fic results. Neither stimulus, excitement, 
nor plyalism followed, although given to a 
startling extent, not in grains or dropa, but 
by scruples, drachms, aud si>oonfuls!’* 

Mr. WAttEn has coramunieated the half- 
yearly report of caaes from the London and 
Southwark Midwifery Institution, of which 
he is Consulting Accoucheur. It ajipeara, 
that out of 160 women delivered, there were 
five breech preseutatione. one footling, and 
one face, the remainder being natural. There 
were three or four caaea of severe hmmar- 
rbage, and it would appear that the patients 
W'ere saved by the prompt removal of the 
placenta. Ono patient died from infiamroa- 
tion, following severe labour. On the post- 
mortem ezamiaation of this patient, it ap- 
peared that “ the peritoneal surfaces were 
highly infiamed, and extensively, nay, almost 
generally, adherent to each other. A con- 
siderable clot of blood was resting on the 
omentum, which was tightly adherent to the 
intestines, among wliiob was a large quan- 
tity of bloody serum." ** In several cases, 
(says Mr. Waller,) I have administered the 
Male cornutum, aud its « Sects coutinue to 
justify tlie favourable opinion I have before 
given of its powers. I find tlrat the powder, 
in doses of half a drachm, repeated (if ne- 
cessary) in a quarter of an hour, is usually 
sufficient to ana we/ the purpose. The au- 
thor concludes his paper #ith the foUowteg 
paragraph, but we are at a loss to uftder- 
stand how the blond couM have aeesped 
from the extremity of the funis, if the liga- 
tures had been properly applied 

Id one insiance there was repeated 
hamorrliage fibumthe umbilical chord, which 
M weakened ti^ Infant Utat it did in a 


Among the “ selections” which make up the 
retnainaoT of the present Number, we per- 
ceive a report of a diJicuU case of litbotomy, 
from the pen of a (Country Rat, that wrig- 
gles in the neighbourhood of the Winches- 
ter Hospital, where, in the vernacular, he 
is styled Mr. J. W. IVickham. He is not 
only a Bat, it seems, but a critic also j and 
when we can find space to insert the whole 
of his report (as the thing is so good, that 
no part of it should bo omitted,) we shall 
probably teach this jackal to Obme’s " old 
hack," that he has entered upon a most dan- 
gerous occupation, and one, the duties of 
which he is probably, of all Bats, wheUier 
raetropolitau or provincial, the least capable 
of executing. 


MIDLAND MEDICAL AND SUBGICAL 
REPORTKll. 

Toe third number of this Journal appeared 
on the first of the present mouth ; but the 
next number is not to appear until the 1st 
of May, as our country contemporary ap- 
pears to think that a quarterly publication 
will be better suited to the extent of bis re- 
sources than a monthly one. Tlie jottmal 
before us contains several interesting pa- 
pers ; the first of which is w-rittea by 
Walker of Huddersfield, andis entitled ^‘Oh- 
ser rations on English Hospitals.*' We iball 
extract only that part Of the paper which 
relates to Country Institutions, as we have 
already, 00 many oeaiiont, preientod our 
readers ^ith, probably, more acettmte ac- 
counts Of the molropiditan hMpitols, than 
thfttof Dr. Walker. 

« Among tbs earlier Provlueial Hospitsli 
established in this country, the Bristol, 
Windbsiter, York, Exeter, and Cambridge, 
stand conspicuous ; and the other hife 
towns soon after Mowed tbo example. In 
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most of tho catller stniowtes, variotti alter* 
ationa have been made at diSeretlt times, 
in the number or aiae of the wards ; in the 
warming and ventilation, or other improve- 
ments, which it is not possible to enume- 
rate witbin the limits of the present paper. 
In stating, too, the number of patients and 
expenditure, it abouid be remembered that 
no two years are alike in this respect, and 
that the facts here detailed apply only to 
one year, and that, not always the last. 
With respect to tl»e number and size of the 
wards, it has been the practice of most of 
the more modem Infirmaries to prefer small 
ward| to large ones, which were less adspt* 
ed to the classification of the cases. Kx- 
nraplesof each will occur in the course of 
the folluiving details. 

" The Bristol Infirmary,* one of the ear- 
liest Provincial Institutions, wag establish- 
ed in 1735, and is a noble monument of the 
munificence of the iuIiabitaiUs, by the vo- 
luntary subscriptions of whom it is chiefly 
supported. There are fifteen wards, seven 
for medical and eight for surgical cases, and 
each of the former receives 13 patients, so 
that, although occupied by more than 90 
indiriduals, no inconvenience can arise from 
any crowding, or improper accumulation of 
any kind. The total number of beds, in 
both medical and surgical wards, exceeds 
200. 'J’he number of in-patients, in one 
year, is nearly 1800; and out-patients, 
nearly 4000 ; and the annual expense, per 
bed, aboui26i. 

“ A County Hospital was established in 
Hampshire, at Winchester, as early as 1T36, 
Tlie building consists of a centre, and two 
wings ; and, in 1824, contained nearly 80 
beds. The number of in and out-patients, 
in one year, exceeded 1300, The annual 
expense, per bed, about «8Z. 

The Hospital for the relief of the dis- 
eased poor in the county of York, was in- 
stituted in the year 1740 ; and the present 
public edifice was erected for ibat purjmse, 
as soon as the charitable fund would allow 
of that expense. It w'os, for maay years, 
the only Institution of that nature north of 
llti Trent. The great utility of this Hos-l 
pitaV procured it such liberal benefactions, 
that though at first the lower wards only 
eouid be opened, in a few years the upper 
wirds also #ore fitted np for use ; so that, in 
;|jbe whole, the number of beds for men was 
Increased to 29; and the same number for 
wedaen; Every peribh wlio is a benefactor 
of 2tU., orn ittbsciiber of two gninets an- 
nually , is a Governor i add is fit tilled to re- 
commend lode out-patient, or one in-patient, 
it a tiroes The total number otin imd out- 
patients, k erne year, aotounti fo nearly 

* Vide Dr< CbiahoWi StaUatianl Accottnt 
of Bristol.— Erfin. Med, Jour, vol. xiii. 


900. Two fever wards have been erected 
in the garden of the Hospital, by a aeparato 
fund raised for the purpose. 'J'here are also 
more tlmn 2000 patients annually relieved 
at tlie York Dispensary. 

lire Exeter Infirmary was erected in 
1741, at an expense of about 6000/., and is 
supported by annual . subscriptions. The 
annual number of in and out-patients, 
omounts to nearly 1700, The anonal ex- 
pense, per bed, about 23/* 

“ The Salop Infirmary was formed in 
1745. It is situat4|l on Uie verge of an 
eminence, and commwds every advantage 
of salubrious air and delightful prospect,* 
There are nearly 90 beds, and the annual 
number of in and out-patieuts exceeds 
2600. 

“ The Hospital, at Cambridge, w'Si 
founded by John Addenbrooke, (from whom 
it derives its name,) in the year 1740, and 
who left about 4000/. to erect and maintain 
a small Physical Hospital; but the money 
being insumcient for the support of it, an 
act of Parliament was obtained to make it 
a General Hospital. It was opened at 
Michaelmas, 1766, and the number of pa- 
tients annually cured and relieved, is, upon 
an average, 1000. I'he expenses, of kte 
years, have been about 1700/, per annum, 
of which sum about 600/, arises from the 
permanent funds, and the remainder from 
the voluntary contribuiions of the public* 
Two wings have lately been erected andT 
furnialied, at an expense of nearly 4000/., 
which are now open for the reception of 
patiento. Benefactors of twenty guineas, 
or upwards, are Governors for life ; annual 
subscribers of two guineas, or upwards, are 
Governors during payment.” 


THE COMMON DUCK-BIAX, OR MARSH TRE- 
FOIL, AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR HOI’S. 

Mr. Yosv communicated to the Medico- 
Botanical Society, that the above-named 
lant is used in Germany as a substitute for 
ops, and contains the hitter principle in 
greater abundance than the common Imp. The 
leaves should lie gathered in the spring, and 
dried in the shade. It is also employed in 
brewing porter in Sweden, and it is said to 
hare been introduced there by an English 
sailor, in 1T89. For this communication, 
the Society presented to Mr- Yosy their 
silver medal.-^IVunMCfioiH of iht Medico- Bom 
lattica/ Society, No. 1. 

* « lliii Infirmaty has, of late, been found 
so incommodious, that a new Building is 
being erected ofi the original site; toao- 
oomplish which, a mumficent thibtc^ption 
hat mseo efitersd ia^>^y tiie Gemluttcti of 
tb« County and City.”-»-jBniToiHi* 
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RICHMOND SCHOOL OF ANATOMY. 

Ik dor lut Number, we stated that it 
would be imposaible to insert a tenth part 
of the letters which we have received on 
the advantages and disadvantages of this 
Institution, and on t|e profesaional conduct 
of its medical officers. We are at all times 
anxious that all parties siionld be heard 
fttllj, both in accusation and defence ; but 
the controversy under the above title, has 
grown to such a lenj^, that we scarcely 
know what to select nom the mass of com- 
munications now lying before os. We are of 
opinion, however, that the following exacts 
lr(HBi two of the eommunicationa will be 
deemed ll|| the friends of Dr. M'Dowell and 
Mr. Carmldiael, a satisfactory reply to the 
alleged misrepresentations of our corre- 
spondent Lennox, relative to those gentle- 
men. Should any further communications 
be tranimitted to us on the affairs of this 
Institution, we entreat that they may be 
made as brief as possible. 

DR. X'DOWBLL. 

As your readers have been treated with 
a caricature of this gentleman, and as hit 
character has gone before the English public 
in an unfavourable point of view, it may 
not be unacceptable, before 1 conclude, to 
""give aometbing in die shape of a likeness. 
I>r. M'Dowell is somewhat above the middle 
nse, witli a pale, thoughtful cast of coun- 
teaance, plain in bis dress, laild and on- 
affected in his manners. As an hospital 
surgeon, he possesses in a high degree the 
faculty of combining despatch of business 
with an accurate attention to the examina- 
tion of every case of interest. He does not 
hurry from bed to bed, with a look of solemn 
importance, leaving bis pupils staring in 
blank ignorance, nor does lie occupy their 
^e in minute and trifling disquisition. He 
makes it a general rule to have the symp- 
toms and treatment of every case deserving 
attention, accurately noted by the clinical 
clerk on the ticket appended to each bed. 
By ibis means he pives to the pupil ti»e ! 
opportunity of studying at a glance, at any 
time, and lu the most favourable aituadon, 
tite origin, history, and treatment of dis- 
ease. There is one point in which tide 
geptloman has obtained a distingoiihed pre- 
eminence, a point which, more than any 
other, marks the patient and acute observer. 
1 mean diagnosis. In this importaut branch 
of medical study Dr. ALpowell ranks with 
the first surgeons in titis metropolu. As aa 
operator, he has many advantages ; steadi- 
ness, coolness, and an extensive knowledge 
of relative anatomy, success of the dif* 
ferent operatioiui petfoiated by hta at tire 


Eichmond Hospital, is the best proof of his 
capability. In his department towards the 
I students he is frank, eommunicative, and 
I gentlemanlike. During mr attendance at 
the Eichmond I have studied him closely, 
and my conviction is, tiist no man is so 
anxious, and very few so capable, of fur- 
nishing the student with sound and practical 
information. Mr. M'Dowell is still a young 
man ; let him boldly and steadilv pursue his 
present course ; every day will mske new 
additions to his valuable acquirements, sod 
with the abilities and industry he possesies, 
he has before him tlie prospect of a long 
and splendid career of utility. 

Dublin. A SrunfiDT. 

MR* CAUMICHAEl.. 

My answer to Lennox’s charge of irrepi- 
lar attendance, on the part of Mr. Car- 
michael. will be found in the following cer- 
tificate. 

Eichmond Surgical Hospital, 
Jan. 2, 1829. 

Having carefully examined the surgeon’s 
signature book of this hospital, from the 
1st day of November, 1827, to the Ist day 
of November, 1828, I certify that I have 
ascertained from it, that Mr. Carmichael 
personally visited the hospital, on Mondays 
and Vridays, seventy-six times at eight 
o'clock, and fifteen times at twelve o’clock, 
the hours appointed to meet the pupils. 1 
have further to state, that during a part of 
the summer, the hour of attendance was 
changed from eight to twelve o’clock, at 
the request of a majority of the clasM, to 
give them an opportunity of attending a 
coarse of lectures on botany, given at the 
former hour, by Dr. Liston. The accuracy 
of this slatemeut, for which 1 liold myself 
answerable, may be relied on, and may 
easily be ascertained by reference to the 
signature book. 

Paxenham Beattv, 
Apothecary to tlie House of Industry, 

I ana Hospitals aitiohed. 

I have frequently seen Mr. Belton em- 
ployed in prescribing for the externs, in the 
Richmond Hospital, since the publication of 
Lennox’s first letter, just as before it. Mr. 
Cfirmichael has, unhappily, been prevented 
attending the hospital at eight O'clock for 
some weeks past, by illness ; and it is true 
Dr. M'DoweU has vfoited his wards in Ms 
absence, but, on the only similar occasion 
within my meinQry, when Mr. Carmtoinul 
went to EngUnd for the recovery of his 
health, two years ago, Mf, Huttifo, not Mr. 
Belton, was appointed to do (heiame duly ; 
though Mr* Belton was then, as now, in 
the haMt of pfsicribing for the extern pa- 
tient!. ‘ 
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** What,” «xc1aim» Lennox, in tmaze- 
menc, ** does Kichmond mean, by tbe ad- 
van lages aibrded the pupils by the House 
of Industry, and which induce seven! of them 
to flock to the Bichroond snare T’ My reply 
IS, the House of Industry is not simply an 
immense poor house^ This great establish- 
ment, supported by government, includes, 
besides the Lunatic Asylum and Poor 
House, which, in a great measure, supplies 
the hospitals with patients, four large hos- 
pitals : the Richmond Surgical, the Hard- 
wioke Fever, the Whitworth Chronic Medi- 
cal, and the Wellesley, (the most ^staut 
not a five minutes’ walk from the icbool) 
and*! lastly, the Talbot Dispensary, where a 
very great number of out-patients are daily 
prescribed for. 

I now take a final leave of ibis discusaion ; 
and appeal, with confidence, to the judg- 
ment of our fellow-students, to whom 1 
have addressed myself through you, re- 
specting the matters in dispute between 
Lennox and myself. 

1 have tbe honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

. Richmond. 

Dublin, Jan. 1829. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Saturday t February 21, 1829. 


Mr. A KNOTT in the Chair. 

THE SACKVILLE-STREET CIVIL STAFF.-— USE 

OF COLCUICVM IN ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read, 
in the course of which the items of the 
Treasurer's accounts were detailed; one 
of these created considerable merriment 
throughout the Society, namely,— Police 
officers, li, lOj.” Ill 

Dr. Webster, in tlio absence of Dr. 
Gregory, brought forward the treatment of 
Acute Rheumatism, by ce/cbiciuK, with a 
view of ascertaining, whether the Society 
hfdl found tins medicine as efficient recently 
as it was estimated to have been three or 
four years ago. In inflammatory, or acute 
rhettmatisni, he had found it peculiarly use- 
ful. Where the patient flrit relieved by 
porspiration, and where the pain was in- 
creased when the patient felt warm witbodt 
perapiringi be considefed coklucum an in- 
yaluahio remedy. Where the symptoms 
were aggravated by perspiration, and re- 
Uevfid by warmth nvithout perspiration, in 
his opidion it ought not to be administered ; 
wine, bark, Ac., being more useful in Uiat 
case. 1ft cases of rhenmatiam, not attended 


with inflammatory diathesis> luch as was 
usually met with in old people, colchicum 
was hurtful. In cases, such as he had de- 
•oribed, and which he considered favour- 
able for its exhibition, he had given it with 
the best effects : he objected to large doses. 
His mode of administering it was from 25 
to .$(> drops of the wine, combined with sul- 
phate of magnesia and peppermint- water, 
preceded by aperient medicine. Bleeding 
was an excellent remedy in some species of 
rheumatism; colchicum acted on the sys- 
tem very similarly to bleeding, and fre- 
quently supersedeliitB necessity. 

Dr. Milligan had used this medicine in 
acute rheumatism, and from his experience 
of it, he would not trust a case, well marked, 
to colchicum solely ; bleeding was called 
for. Dr. Fordyce bad stated, that since he 
had left off bleedings, he had m^ with fewer 
cases of metastasis than he bad done before ; 
his (Dr. Milligan’s) experience was just the 
contrary. He was not an advocate for large 
or repeated bleeding, but colcbioum ought 
to be preceded by depletion. It ought also 
to be given in combination with Diaphore- 
tics, probably with tbe infusion of senna 
and the liqnor ammon. acet. Would Dr. 
Webster prohibit bleeding altogether, or 
would he recommend it in some cases ; and 
were the colour and condition of the blood 
to be any guide as to the continuance or 
non-repetition of depleting 1 A butcher, a 
patient of his, who bad been afflicted 
rheumatic gout, had objected to bleeding ; 
he had been treated with colchicum, and 
other remedies, when labouring under a 
second attack, and under this treatment got 
worse and sunk. On examination, it turned 
out that he laboured under pericarditis, 
rheumatism of the heart, and ascites. This 
was a case showing that it was not safe to 
rely on the use of colchicum. 

Dr. Wedster did not object to bleeding 
in some cases of acute rheumatism, but 
administering the colchicum, agreeably to 
his formula, would very frequency cure tbe 
disease without the abstraction of blood at 
all ; large doses of colchicum he condemned. 
In two cases, where drachm doses had been 
given every three or four hours, dysenteiy 
succeeded, and carried off tlie patients 
within throe days. Colchicum he consider- 
ed to act on the system as a contra-sti- 
mulant ; it, depressed , exceedingly, the vital 
powers; its administtauou, in combination 
with camphor and ammonia, was objeciiou- 
able, inasmuch as the hitter were direct 
atimulants. 

Dr. Macleod differed from Dr. Webster. 
The utility of the cokiiicum depeuded upon 
the part aft'ected. In tlio most acute form 
^ rheumatism, it was found diffused over 
the limbs, genoift|ly afftiCting the substance 
of tha nniolbs, ftu$ between Uiem and tbe 
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joiatB. Ther« wera cBsei, of equally acute 
rkeumatism^ where the joints rmly were 
affected, or the sheathe of the tendons in 
the neighbourhood of the joints, and which 
gave rise to a awelUiig limited to the joints 
and tendons. This was met with both in 
the smaU and Urge joints, and bore the 
nesrest resemblance to gout ; the closer the 
resemhlonce the rlieumatism bore to gout the 
more efficacious would eolchicum be found. 
The result of his experience led him to say, 
Chat whenever the aynovlal meml»ane, and 
(ffieatbs of tendons, were affected, eolchicum 
was very beneficisl ; in^iher cases, unless 
it was oombined with oilier powerful reme* 
dies, it would do no good ; and if aceom* 
panied with other remedies, and good re- 
sulted, the benefit could hardly be attri- 
buted to th(|colchicum. He regarded its best 
effects to snse from its action on the bowels i 
as a direct diuretic it was not certain. 

Dr. JoHKSTONE bad found people to die 
without the use of eolchicum at all, (laugh- 
ter,) and, therefore, he did not think that 
Dr. Webster's opinion was well founded, in 
attribnting the death of the two patients to 
whom he alluded, solely to the use of the eol- 
chicum. It was true that drachm doses were 
large ; even twenty-five drops, when repeat- 
ed three or four times in the course of twenty- 
four hours, were to be looked upon oe large 
doses. He seldom gave more than from 
fifteen to twenty drops. Dr. Webster had 
ib:wn nothing to prevent its being fairly 
concluded, that the rheumatism had been 
removed by metastasis to the mucous mem- 
brane of the bowels, and that this had 
carried the patient off. He deprecated the 
warm or tepid bath in cases of acute rheuma- 
titm. Fomentations or evaporating lotions 
might be used. 

Mr. Thomson wished to know whether 
Dr. Macleod hadfound,in the case lie had 
alluded to, the effusion absorbed under tlie 
use of the eolchicum ; or whether, if ab- 
sorption hsd taken place, he ascribed it to 
the use of other medicines 1 

Dr. Macleod had never employed the 
eolchicum alone. He was a great advocate 
for the application of leeches. The absorp- 
tion of tlie effusion hsd tsken place, but 
where it bad, it was very likely te return. 

Dr. CoSELAND thought that rheumiftiem 
affected the fibro-serous structure, and 
tliat it was not to he found in the middle of 
the limb, and in the muscular substance ; 
therefore, he did not put much srross ott 
Dr. Maeleod's diatiuction. Great atteution 
was necessary to be paid to all the urcfe* 
tions. After purging, moderate depletion, 
and the use of diapboretict,’ he mignt give 
eolchicum with the best effects. He had not 
administered more then half i drachm it i 
time. He believed earner, (he liquor om- 
mon. oeetofpit.tiiSitKrfoQit*, (mdmidioiiids 


oi tbit description,, to form the most useful 
combination with the coldiiousn- Xu the 
mere chronic form of the diteese, decided 
purgation ouf^it to be resorted to, followed 
by diaphoretics; and then the otdohioum 
combined with ammonia or camphor, or it 
might be tonic iniusiona. In all eaies 
where ilie vascular or nervous systems were 
inordinately excited, and in all diseasea 
of the cheat, of the bronchial linings, and 
so on, eolchicum was to be regained as 
a sedative or counter irritant. He wished 
to know whether the exhibition of eolebi- 
cum -actually increased or diminished the 
liability to metastasis. Camphor was not 
to be regarded as a direct stimulant ;*'aDd 
as Dr. Webster had not used eolchicum in 
combination with it, his opiiiiou upon it wai 
to be but little relied upon. 

Mr. Dennett looked upon Theumatism , 
more as a disease of the blood than of the 
solids. The ground of this opinion was, 
that where no inflammatory symptoms ex- 
isted rheumatism was found, and the blood 
decidedly altered, presenting a huffy coat. 
The frequency of metastasis was likewise 
to be regarded as a circumstance authorizing 
that opinion, as well as the great number 
of cases of hypertrophy of the heart, which 
were daily to be met with from rheumatism. 

Dr. Granville was happy to find that 
doctors difiered in opinion. Though the 
eolchicum had not been productive of bene- 
ficial effects in his own person, yot he 
had prescribed it with great success. It 
might, therefore, be useful in some in- 
stauces, and be of no henefit in others. He 
had found small doses of calomel combined 
with antimony extremely useful. A gen- 
tlemau who had been regularly educated to 
the profession in France, and wliohod brought 
with him to this country every proof of good 
education, had a fluid, conaisting of a sort 
Of oily substance, by the external use of 
which he pledged himself to remote all riien- 
matic affecrions that come under his notice. 

He invited gentlemen in the profession to 
give this remedy a trial ; he asked for no 
reward— be merely wished to have its bene- 
ficial effects attested by the best authorities^ 
and he ( Dr. Granville) hoped the gentlemen; 
would not hesitate to give this newly-ift- 
vented medicine a fair trial. The gentleman 
had left his address with Dr. Grontille, and 
it should he coBUtturiicsted to any wim 
wished to give the thing s trial. 

Dr. InHnsTONe ddttld not suppose tMi 
gentienlan to poasens an atom of good foel- 
Ing to the public, or to Itave any tlifog like 
the tniindple of medical libersh^^^ the 
dignitjr of the profession at heart, Othe rwis e 
he vt'ould ooms forward openly at once and 
disclose the eompesitiott of the medieifle» 
that the inodlcSl practitioners of the country 
mig:ht Mte an opporiohity of jndgtug of ha 
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and trying Its «fiieacy . He regarded 
it as downriglirt quackery. 

Mr. TaoMSOM had witnessed the use of 
colchicum combined with the carbonate of 
magnesia, in arthritic rbeamatism, produc* 
tire of the most beneficial effects. 


ST. BAKTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


CASK OF gEVEUE LACSnATlON OF THE UP* 
I’EU AND LOWER LEFT luYE'LIDS, POL- 
•.OWED nr TOTAL LOSS OF SIGHT. 

Esther Leach, Ktat 14, was admitted at 
hBlf«past six o’clock on Tuesday evening, 
Dec, 16, under the care of Mr. Lawrence. 
On running hastily out of a butcher's shop, a 
hook on which meat had hun^% caught the 
lower eyelid, passed over the globe, entered 
underneath the upper eyelid, and came out 
about three-quarters of an inch above the 
palpebia, maktttg a complete section of the 
parts, and tearing the upper eyelid from its 
attachments at each angle of tite orbit. 
The globe vras not in the leagt affected, nor 
any part of the substance of the eye pene- 
trated. There was considerable swelling of' 
the parts around the eye, lie removed two 
very small specul® from the frontal bone, 
near to the external angle, and thought he 
felt an additional fracture. The poor girl suf- 
fered much from the eil'ectof the light upon 
the eye, and a great portion of the palpebra, 
and integuments covering, and around, the 
eye, were hanging down upon her cheek ; 
she was in great agony. Mr. Burnett pre 
scribed no medicine, simply requesting the 
nurse to keep a wet cloth over the pans. In 
tins condition the girl remained till nearly 
two o’clock on the following day, when Mr. 
Lawrence reached her bed in his rounds 
tlirough the ward. Mr. Burnett did not 
think it necessary, from the condition of 
the edges of tl)e vround, to bring lUem to- 
gether, on admiasioQ. TIte infiammatory 

E rocess tUatwas subsequently to be expected, 
e conceived, would have been aggravated 
such an attempt. Mr. Lawrence con 
stdered that injuries of tlus nature ought 
to have the most prompt attention paid 
to them. The edges of the wound, after 
properly deanhig the parts, ought to have 
Wn iRStaatly Inmtght together by su- 
tures, heesuse tn h^s view the iiifiamma- 
tioii, omtractionof the parts, and disposition 
to slough at the edget, after even a fewhourt 
delays yrere greaily x^oulated to lessen the 
chance of a good cute, or Of saving the 
eye. At this period s sloughing proccfi 
had adhetedi if not the whole, the greater 
pert of the edges of the lacerated iiieegu- 


meuts, still Mr. Liwrence conoeivedi 


so important that union, if practicable, 
ahould be effected, that he deemed it right 
to give tiie parts a chance. Accordingly 
he brought tliein together with eight or 
aloe sutures, after much difficulty, and 
ordered three grains of calomel and twelve 
of jalap to be taken immediately, the 
house medicine in two hours afterwards, 
and a wet cloth to be kept constantly applied. 

18. The left side of the face is moeh 
swollen. The eyelids are very black, and 
the inflammation rapidly extending. Great 
paia in the parts and head, and exquisite 
intolerance of li^^t. Tongue white j pulse 
frequent The bowels have been freely 
opened. Mr. Lawrence felt under the ne- 
cessity of dividing the sutures, and conse- 
quently allowing the parts to fall back into 
nearly the situation in whiqj^ they were 
when he first saw them. Ordered an 
ounce and a half of the saline mixture, 
three times a-day. 

19. Supporation has taken place, and the 
sloughs of the ujiper eyelid are separating. 
The whole face is much swollen and in- 
flamed, particularly the left side. 81ept 
during the night. Twelve leeches to he 
applied round the eye, and continue the 
mixture. 

2t. Suppuiation going on to a eonsiderthle 
extent. A small abscess is formed in the 
left temple, and the patient is very feverish. 
Apply twelve more leeches, and continue 
the medicine. ^ 

22. Mr. Lawrence opened the abscess, 
and bloody pus escaped. The oomea has 
become opaque and shrivelled, the eyelids 
much the same. Ordered a bread aud water 
poultice. 

tX Granulations appear on the edges of 
the wound. The cornea has sloughed, and 
a portion of the contents of the globe es- 
caped. Passed a good night, and feels better. 

30. Still considerable discharge; the gra* 
nulatious are increasing, and the wound 
looks healthy. The conjunctiva has suppu- 
rated. The sitrfaoe of the cornea is removed 
by ulceration, presenting a yellow foul exca- 
vation, from which there is a slight dis- 
charge. 

31. Mr. Lawrence enlarged the opening 
into the abscess. A very considerable por- 
tioa of healthy pus, mixed with blood, 
escaped. Considerable inflamaoiation about 
the parts* 

Jan. t. The palpebr®, which hung down 
over the cheek, to be supported by dress- 
ings, and a bandage across the socket, in 
the hope that the granulating surfaces may 
unite in such a way, as that the defect may 
be the less apparent. 

5, The wound is rapidly healing. No 
pain in it. The entire substance of the 
cornea seema gaae. There is a black ring 
1 -. — A middle of which 


it j formed by 
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•PPMTS a little pupilWrjr opening, and a 
ptfft of the membrane of die aqueous hu> 
mour. 

From this period the healing process 
went on, occasionally, however, interrupted 
by one or two slight accumulations of pus, 
until about the end of the month, when the 
patient left the hospital. There was, then, 
a large granulating surface over the situa- 
tion of the eye, upon the lacerated integu- 
ments, the edges of which have been 
brought together, so as nearly to conceal 
the remaining parts of the orbit. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL* 


STEAKGOLATED FEMOBAt HEBNIA. 

M. B., «tat. 65, was brought into Anne’s 
Ward, about four o’clock in the afternoon 
of Wednesday, February 11th, under the 
care of Mr, Tyrrell, with a strangulated fe- 
moral iiemia (n the right groio, which had 
descended, during a fit of vomiting, the pre- 
ceding night. The tumour was of consider- 
able size. The patient, who had incessant 
Tomitiug, and complained of great tender- 
ness of the abdomen, stated, that she had 
been subject to hernia for a long time, but 
always before had been enabled to return it 
herself. On the arrival of Mr, Tyrrell, with 
whom was Mr, Green, the taxis and freezing 
mixture having been unsuccessfully applied, 
an operation was proposed, to which the 
patient readily assented. The sac was 
found to contain a considerable quantity of 
omentum, and a portion of small intestine. 
The omentum, one or two ounces of which 
were removed, was adliereut, but not dis- 
coloured ; the intestine dark and tliickened. 
A great many pupils were present, who had 
assembled for the purpose of attending Mr. 
Green's Surgical Lecture. The operation, 
which was well performed, occupied 23 
minutes. The patient was put to bed, and 
ordered warm fomentations to the abdomen, 
1.5 minims of landamm immediately; 

afterwards, 

Calomel, 2 grains ; 

Opium, one-third of a grain every four 
hours; 

Horn enema, with 4 drachms of castor 
oil. 

12. Has been restless during the night, 
but slept a little towards the morning ; vo- 
mited occasionally, which was slightly ster- 
eoraceous. Pulse small and feeble. Con- , 
tiniie the calomel and opium ; no evacuation 
from the bowels; enema repeated; a little 
brandy in the evening. 

13. Passed a tolerable ni^bt ; pulse feeble } 


vomiting ceased ; calomol and opium every 
six hours ; enema of compound mixture of 
senna, which again returned; red wine, 
four ounces ; a pint of porter daily. 

14. Brandy, 3 ounces daily ; pulse tOO, 
soft and feeble ; bowels open^ three times 
since yesterday morning ; sago and syrup ; 
no vorailiug. The vmmd presents an un- 
healthy appearance ; complains of great de- 
bility, which continued to increase till half- 
past eleven o'clock tliis morning, (Sunday,) 
when she expired. 

The body was removed by the friends 
before any post-mortem examination had 
taken place.* 

ACUTE TETANUS. 

David Goodhall, »tnt. 15, was admitted 
into this Hospital about 12 o'clock on Tues- 
day, the 17th of February, 1829, labouring 
under acute tetanus ; the symptoms then 
present were trismus and opisthotonos, with 
great rigidity of the abdominal muscles. It 
appeared, from bis own account, that the 
symptoms had made their appearance four 
days previous to admission, and the only 
cause that cpuld bo assigned was, a chil- 
blain which had ulcerated immediately over 
the right tendo achillis, in size rather 
larger than a ahilling. He was ordered by 
Dr. Elliotson to take half an ounce of the 
subcarhonate of iron every two hours ; enema, 
with three ounces of oil of turpentine, and 
a pint of decoction of barley, which pro- 
duced three or four evacuations. Pulse 
strong, and rather full, varying from 100 to 

m. 

18. Common enema ; continue the sub- 
carbonate of iron. Experiences no relief 
from any thing that has been done ; evi- 
dently much worse. Expired about half- 
past eight, p.m. 

Au examination of the body took place 
18 hours after doalh, when the brain, spinal 
chord, thoracic, and abdominal viscera, were 
carefully inspected by Mr. M‘Murdo, in the 
presence of Dr, Williams; nothing, how- 
ever, w'as discovered in any of these parts, 
difi'erent to what is usually observed in 
health. 

OPEBATIONB, 20t 11 FEBIlUAny, 

John Kate, a3tat. 66, come into the Ifos- 
pilal, under the care of Mr. Green, about 
five wceke fince, vrjth 
which he stated had existed for #ee years* 
Whenpl^ed pn the table and sounded, it 
could be distinctly heard ot a coiwiiderable 
distance from the patient. After Ute skin 

• Mr. Tyrrell, however, exemined the 
bodv after It had been tabeu from the hos- 
pital, and was uoable to .discover any thing 
to aoaouQtior the death*. 
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and cellular .«ul>Btance had been divided, 
the gorget waa applied, but apparently an 
opening had not been made into the urethra ; 
the knife was therefore again used, and on 
a second application of the gorget, it was 
passed witb facility into the groove of the 
staff, and earned onwards into the bladder ; 
the forceps were then introduced, and a 
stone of large size extracted; but it was 
ascertained that a second remained in tlie 
bladder, this broke into numerous fragments 
which were removed with difficnlty, the 
scoop having been employed for extracting 
the smaller portions, and the bladder several 
times injected with warm water, Mr. Green 
waf perfectly cool and collected throughout 
the operation, which waa necessarily a very 
tedious one, occupying S9 minutes in its 
performance. The patient boro it with 
fortitude, but at the conclusion, was re- 
^■a^oved from the table evidently much ex- 
hausted. 

Mr. Tyrrell afterwards operated upon a 
boy fourteen years of age, from whom a 
stone of considerable size was extracted. 
The operation lasted about six minutes. ! 


HOPITAL DE LA CHAUITE. 

1‘EKronATION OF THE ILEUM. 

In two post-mortem e/aminations which 
were lately made under llie superintend- 
ence of M. Chomel, the intestinal canal was 
found perforated under very dilFerent pre-, 
vious circuinstouces. 

The first case was that of an elderly 'man, 
who had been admitted on account of pul- 
mouary disease, with profuse chronic diar- 
rhoea, to which, all on a sudden, violent in- 
flammatory symptoms acceded, and, within 
a very short lime, proved fatal. On exami- 
nation, the upper portion of the luugs was 
found filled wiifi tuberculous matter ; the ! 
mesenteric glands were diseased in a simi- 1 
lar manner ; the mucous membrane of the j 
small intestines w'as extensively ulcerated, j 
and, in some places, covered with gangre- 
nous eschars, two of whiclt being detached, 
the fecal matter had escaped into the peri- 
loneul cavity through the apertures. 

The second case was of a young man, 
iBtat. of a very robust constitution, who 
,wss admitted on the 11th of Kovember, 
He complained of wandering pains in the 
limbs, violent besda^, loss of appetite, 
thirst, and great debility; the fever was 
very hlgh> the skin dry, and hot ; tongue 
foul ; bteath very fetid ; the abdomen free ! 
from pain. Emollient iujections, soda water, j 
aud spare diet, were ordered. On the foUi 
lowing day, the patient having passed ai 
restless night, with oocsiio&ttl delinttin,| 


was bled, and began to take saline mixture* 
Two fluid stools ensued, but without any 
alleviation ; the tongue became dry, the 
prostration of strength increased, although 
the pulse was full and the abdomen free from 
pain, even on pressure ; venesection was re- 
peated, and the internal remedies continued, 
without any change. On the ninth day of 
the disease, tlie patient, who, for some days 
previously, had profuse mucous diarrhoea, 
became very agitated ; the pulse was very 
w’eak and frequent ; the countenance ex- 
pressive of violent nain ; tlie abdosoen was 
I tense, tympanitic, f&ry tender, especially iu 
the right iliac region. Emollient fomenta- 
tions were applied to the abdomen, and mu- 
cilaginous potions giveu internally, but the 
patient died on the eleventh day. 

On opening the peritoneum, a great quan- 
tity of fetid gas esjcaped, the intestinal con- 
volutions were udberent to one another, and 
a considerable quantity of serum mixed with 
purulent matter, waa effused over the bwer 
part of the intestinal caual. The ileum, 
about ten inches from the ilio- sacral valve, 
presented an ulceration of an inch in diame- 
ter, in the centre of which its coats were per- 
forated. The mucous membrane of the 
small intestines was covered with minute 
ulcerations, which were most numerous to- 
wards tlie sacrum, and, in many places, evi- 
dently passing into gangrene. The ilio- 
sacral valve was injected, and coated with 
purulent matter ; the sacrum exhibite^,a 
few isolated ulcerations ; the colon and rec- 
tum were violently injected. — La CUviqm, 
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srinnuus— F.xTinPATioN op the eye, 
James Bennie, oged 50, entered the 
Hospital, February 9ih, under the care of 
Ur. Couper, At the outer canthus of the 
right eye a small tumour was situated, 
which, on pressure, foil as hard as carti- 
lage. The patient said jt was the seat of 
severe lanciaating puiu, which sometimes 
also extended over the forehead. In its 
centre there was au ulcerated opening, from 
which curdy pus was discharged, The sur* 

I rounding integuments were of a dull red co- 
^ lour, and the palpebrro could be separated 
[with difiiculty, only to a very small extent, 
[exposing within, a while, opaque, and irre- 
gularly rough surface. 

The diseose bad commenced five years 
before, in tbe form of a pustule, which after- 
wards broke, and left behiinl nn irritable 
sore. This extended by degrees, so as to 
encrooch upon thq ball of the eye, which 
gradually decayed. ’ Vision had left the ejo 
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twelve netkUts before, end^ at the commence* | 
me&tof tbift period, he first observed the| 
tumour, which had become much larger and 
more painful since an attack of fever three 
mottthi before hie admission into the hoa* 
pital, HU health was pretty good, and 
none of the glands of the face or neck 
seemed affected. For aome slight acidity 
in hU ilomacb, be was ordered a scruple of | 
rhubarb and msgnesic, with three grains ofj 
ginger. 

10* Dr. Couper examined the patient to- 
day, and having done so, he turned to the 
students and said, t)i<;.the removid of a 
disease of such long standing, and obvious 
character, by internal tieatmeut, was alto- 
gether hopeless. Nothing but the eutirej 
removal of tite diseased mass could afford ' 
any chance of recovery.” A consultation 
was therefore called. 

t3. The patient was informed, that the 
medical ofiicers were of opinion, his only 
hope of recovery rested on ids allowing the 
diseased substance to be removed with the 
knife, and Uiat it would not only be neces- 
sary to take away the tumour, but also the 
remains of the eye. To this, after some 
slight objections, he consented. 

15. Dr. Couper began the operation by 
removing tlie tumour, along with the por- 
tion of tlie palpebra, by which it was co- 


purple oolour. The conjunetiv® were darker 
than natural, eonsiderahly- dUtended, and 
poured nut a large quanUty of-tenaoiotts yel' 
low matter. The come® appeared to be 
lucid, but this, from the uneasiness whicli 
examination gave the patient, and the narta 
being obscured with the discharge, ooula not 
be ascertained with any certainty. He com- 
plained of severe buining pain in the balls 
of both eyes, occasionally extending round 
the orbit. Its severity was mucli increased 
during tIte night, or when exposed to the 
light Hii pulse was lOB. 

A month before his tul mission, he con- 
tracted a gonorrhoea, for which he used va* 
rious remedies, with relief. , In a fortni^t 
the discharge from the urethra was lessened, 
but twelve days since he felt a slight itching 
in his eyes, which gradually became more 
severe, accompanied witli heat, and an acrid 
discharge. Two days after this occurrence^ 
his eyelids became swollen, and the dis- 
charge more of a purulent chtrseter. He 
had U8t‘d washes without any benefit There 
was still some slight discharge from the 
urethra, which, however, was unattended 
either with heal or pain. The eyes were 
ordered to be frequently washed with tepid 
water, the conjunetiv® scarified, and eight 
leeches to each temple, lie was also de- 
sired to take two ounces of tlte sulphate of 


vered, and to which it was firmly adherent, (inagoesia immediately, and the next morn- 


A small vessel sprung at the outer canthui, 
which, however, did not require a ligature. 
The remaiuing portion of tlie upper eyelid 
was now detached from its connexions with 
the eyeball, as w'ell as the lower. The eye 
was then taken hold of by the forceps, and 
the muscles cut through by the curved scis- 
soit bsually employed on such occasions. 
Tbo eys wss in this wsy extirpated without 
much difficulty. Immediately afterwards, 
whatever diseased substance could be felt, 
was removed. The portion of the frontal 
hone situated at the outer cantlius, seemed 
a little softened. The outer jiortiou of Uie 
wound was secured by a suture, and a 
pledget- of lint inserted into the now vacant 
space caused by the removal of the eye. 
Ihe tumour, when examined, was evidently 
of a scirrhous struiTture. The eye was also 
affected with the Miuc disease. As the pa- 
tient complained of severe pain after the 
operation, he was ordered 60 drops of Ian- 
danum. 

On the same day Dr. Couper removetl a 
large warty tumour fiom a man’s back.^’ 
Cowan likewise operated for harelip, on a 
child. . 

GONORUJKKAT. orHTIlALBtU. 

Jolm Watt, a stout young man, aged 26, 
was admitted ou the 16th Decemlmr, by 
Dr. Couper, with gcmoirbcesl ophtUatmia* 
'fhe palpebr® were much-^wotten, and iff a 


ing to drop into the eyes a solution of the 
nitrate of silver. 

U. The state of the eyes was nearly the 
same, and similar treatment conlioueA The 
leeches and scarifications were to be re- 
peated. 

12. The pain w'as somewhat diminished, 
but the purulent discharge still remained 
profuse. His pulse was llO. A blister was 
ordered to the neck, and the solution of tlie 
nitrate of silver coniinued. 

13. The blister caused him considerable 
uneasiness, to which he attributed his want 
of sleep. . He complained most severely of 
the loft eye; neither come® were visible. 
Ptdse 90 ; ten leeches were ordered to the 
left temple, and every night an anodyne 
draught. 

i6* 'I'he pain and tamefiiction were con- 
siderably diminished ; the discharge was 
also leas. There was much ecch^mosis of 
(he conjuDCtiva>, but no ulceratuma of the ‘ 
corne® could be detected. Tha lbdfiacge 
from tire urethra, thoagjb sliahti adlQ ebn* 
tinned. He deakeil .Id 4»Allbtie the , 
solution of the'bitrate o^’kiWer, to me 
t collyrium of one grain of (be m^iate of 
mercury, dismised in six ouneet. of rose 
water, three Umes daily. He wm also or- 
dered Lite rinom opii, tad his other medi- 
cines to be continosd. 

Jon. 1, The |ak sad htl^Bma- 
lion, sto tlia last repost, had been gra* 
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di>ally diinipiiilvi&g» hu% %^e light of the loft 
eyo WM conipletalr gdna, lod witU the 
right J»a cotild oftly aiiUpguisli betweew light 
and dwtaoia* The bliitar that had booh 
applied to the heck was kepi open, and the 
muriate of mercury wai increased from one 
to two giaini, dissolved in the same quan- 
tity Of water. A blister had also been ap- 
plied to the right temple, which was kept 
discharging by means of the savine oint- 
ment. To-day, the lensibiUty being consi- 
derably diminished, the eyes were exa- 
mined ; the left cornea appeared shrunk, 
and altogether unfit for the purposes of 
riston. The right, excepting one small 
SpaC& in its centre, was covered with pale 
grahttlatioos. He was ordered to^ omit 
the lotion, as well as the vinum opii, and 
to drop a little of the fallowing, three times 
daily, into hi's eyes 

Lap, gr. x«. i 
-doiMC, Jai.; 

Vm, opU, Jss. Solve. 

He was also desired to smear his eyelids at 
bed-time with the unguentum hydrargyri 

nitwtis* , , , 

17. The discharge had ceased. With 
the right eye he could distinguish large ob- 
jects, placed between bira and the light, 
and with the left, light from darkness. He 
complained of weakness. The vinum opii 
was again ordered to the eyes, and a pill, 
Goutaining one grain of sulphate of quinine, 
with three of the extract oi cinchona, twice 
daily. He was also allowed half a bottle of 

^^Feb. 14. Vision remained neatly the same, 
and as he was making litUe or no progress 
tpwards recovery, he intimated his intention 
to-day of leaving the hospital. Dr. Couoer 
a desired him to be particularly careful of bis 
I heallli, and to continue the use of the vinum 
t opii. He gave him some hojies, that when 
’ the inflammation had entirely subsided, the 
right eye might afterwards, by stimulating 
applicaUQtis, be somewhat improved. 


without having been copped. She was now 
closely questioned as to her reason for uot 
following the physician’s advice. ** Sir, 
said she falteriagly, " I am afraid to caU c 


Mr. Knox.”—** But why, my good woman ; 
Mr. Knox will cup you extremely well.” — 

** Yes, Sir, I have no doubt of that; but I 
am afraid be is some relation of Doctor 
KnOx, the Scotch gentleman, and that he 
will make a snbject of ^ me j end* if you 
please, l*d rather not go.’’ 

POntTLAR FEItlNO VROM THE LATE TRIAL. 

A MAH went to ^Bartholomew’s a few 
days ago, complaining of hydrocele, and 
was placed under the care of Mr. Barle. 
He was told he would sooii he cured; 
and on Saturday last, was desired to go 
into the operating theatre, where it was in- 
tended to tap him. When he arrived, the 
theatre was crowded to excess, and the first 
object that attracted his attention was Mr. 
Earle staodiDg by the table, with a trocar 
in his hand ready to operate. ** Oh !” said 
the patient, **is this ill No, my lads ; I 
have beard of that Barnsby Cooper’s ope- 
ration for U»e atone, in the Borough, and 
you don’t take any stone from me, depend 
on't ; hssidsf, my Jrmds don’t hwm y^an I 
am** And having thus expressed his deter- 
mination, he bolted, amidst the loud laughter 
of the pupils. A chimney-sweeper was 
waiting just by, to have a cancer of the 
scrotum removed ; but on seeing the oth^ 
man make so hasty nn exit,he took to his heels 
in the same manner, and was no more seen 
or heard of. The retreat of the sweep 
excited renewed laughter, and Mr. Earle 
exclaimed, ** That trial has played the devil 
with our operations !” 


mOLAR fFRUUO PROII THE LATE Wl- 
CLOSURES AT SmHBUROil* 

^ aittce, a woman called on 

Dt. asiSApOE of Ely Fhloe, to consult him 
; on some cie«^lnt| fdr which the d^or 

rbimh;' on. Dr. 

liama%«, bat had hbt been ot^ped; slie 
was ipiiidi)H«ed ,Mr..lMmx.:Who, 

she WM M, woiiM operete gratuitausly* 
# wes enpper to the Infinnai^ of which 
Dr, is physician, llie woman 

shortly made a ^liid appeme&cei 
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lsctukb xvin. 

Of th* mdoknt Seitrhuu of the IHttm. 

In the same manner ai there is much 
Tariety in tl>e features of the face, so also | 
there is much variety in the make of the j 
os uteri in different individuals. In some j 
women the os uteri is yety smaU, firm, and 
flat ; in otl>ers, again, very large in its sine, 
a:^ soft and projecting : sometimes, in 
those who have home children especially, 
the aperture which leadsinto the uterus is so 
eapacious, that one or two fingers may pass 
it ; and sometimes it is so small, Uiat you 
can scarcely ascertain its existence, except 
by carrying up some instrument, such as a 
l hluttted probe, far example, and which may 
' generally he slipped into the uterine cavity ; 
in the general, the surface of the ds uteri is 
tolerably smooth, but not always, for a sort 
of inequality may be felt, someiimos arising 
rugosity of th# inher mem^ne in- 
vesting these parts, and tomeamus, per- 
haps, from lacerations of the uterine sub- 
ftmde, whicli have occurred during partu- 

<lf the di uteri, them ere threo forms 
, whIcSi nip obaer^^^ prac- 

tbo; 



lo thceep^utSi ^ ^ new 

onlate the pyepejnrioua mnw^ eudymi 
have here % specimen # the ttthereulit os 

No.«8B. 


uteri, in fonn opposed to thitffat^ 
uteri to which 1 before referred. 

In the prepfuration which follows, the fiat 
oa uteri is well demonstrated, the mouffi, in 
l^th cases, being perforated by ciroular 
apertures. 

Here is a third prepwtion, exhibiting 
file transverse fissure with the laheUa, the 
one anteriorly, the other heUind. 

Next follows a specimen of the oa nteri 
in a state of rogority, free, however, from 
the changes of serious disease. 

In the preparations which follow, may he 
seen specimens of the large os uteri and the 
small, witli the capacaoos and with the con- 
tract^ aperture, the last beinsmpre espe- 
cially deserving of altenrion, Because,, the 
aperture being overlooked sHogetBe^, the 
oyemght may give rise to strange mistakes 
respecting the nature of disease, ^ 

Seiffhus* . 

Among tile various diseases to which the 
womb is obnoxious, not the least important 
is tiie indolent scirdius ; and of those cases 
of scirrhosity tliere are three varieties, the 
knowledge of which is of practice import- 
auoe to the occouciteur. In scirrhority of 
the womb, we sometimes find that the whole 
substance of the uterus,^ together with the 
parts of the vagina which lie conti|poptta, 
are involved in a scirrhous disorp^ahisarionL 
of the dij^cwd kind, spreading ilselt equally in 
all directions through the uterine substance, 
and under this diffused selrrhous disorgani- 
stiriuu Uie uWmt may enlarge gradually and 
greatly in its idxe. At first, perhaps, it 
hecqnifA at ^hffge as Uie puUet’s egg ; ffieu 
big ai the oloted hand ; afterwards bulky as 
rimohild^ahekdi and, ultimately, as large 
m the WOA^ m the end of a nine montba’ 
umcy, even larger than this, as you 
may see in preparation before you. In 
OiM caseSt again, in place of this dif- 
I |ili^ eeiithosity, the parts are assailed witli 
'm ’scirihosUy m qUe tulereufar kind ; and 
hrire, jierhaps, in the fir«t formation of the 
disease, the general structure of the uterus 
is periectly healthy to all appearance, hut 
embedded in its subttsnce are the tubet- 
des, sometimes fewer, sometimes mere 
S Z 
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mmmt ten or twenty in number, or per- Here ie anotbmrj^ctpefi ojT the diee^, 
bftpe not more tbas one or two. At first in wbioktbe selrruoua cb^fe ii of tbe 
tbese tubereol^ smrrM are not larger tben diffused kind ; tlie sdrfikce of ilie nterns, you 
peas, but witbin limits tbey may enlarge mar observe, is rounded, andrery mnootb 
very donsidejrd|»iyi so that when the tober- and e(^nBble, very different irmn wbat we 
Oles iNnumefo^pen^b, in tb^^ obdi^e ia 'o|BeB 'of tub^^ar tcirrbnt in 

of tbe disease, biM^e as large as in tbe advanced stage, for k tbem tbe ote- 
oases of diffused scirrhoiity, as indeed tlte fine surface becomes irregular and kuherose, 
preparations before you demonstrate. There bumpy, if I moy be allowed a coarse but in- 
isVet a third variety of this affection, and telligible and significantexpreseion-^ state 
whiok In practice, it ia necessary to distin- of tumour which is the rather deserving of 
ghi|h |rnm the twd former, ena it is diat your notice, bensuae it is niy strihinfly 
m Wnieii you have a dngia (fdWets only, or charaotertatic of the disease, 
ohli one or two tuhercCa of large size, the The specimen which I neit exhibit, is of 
rest, If any, being of diminutive bulk, spas single tubercle growing from the posterior 
to hnye but little infiaence over the symp* surface of the uterus, and which woulf^ave 
tomb (ff the disease. When the large tu- ultimaiely troubled the patient much, by 
bercles are few, or single, tbey may be bearing on the rectum and the parts Sdja- 
▼atidmiy seated in different cases, on the cent. 

fundtlB^ the mouth, the front, the hack, the The pienaration which follows, is a 
tides, fhe womb Bomkimes enlarging ex- specimen of many tubercles; the dis^jjjpi 
eee^gly under this form of the disorder, is here in tbe incipient stage, but tbe Womb 
indeed no lets 10 than in the two preceding must, at length, have enlarged to a great 
tarietles. bulk, if the patient had lived sufficiently 

la these oases of single tubercle, very long, 
much depends upon the seat of the disease. Here is a specimen of a solitary tubercle 
If the indurated miss be growingfrom tbe of great bulk, formed on the womb ante- 
fundus of tbe dterus, or laterally, it may riorly, and close by it stands a beautiful 
occasion but little inconvenience, but it specimen of the diffused scirrhous disorgani- 
may distron the patient much when seated sation of a rpunded and equable form, the 
in fnOnt or posteriorly, as in these situa- whole moss being about as large as tbe 
timif, more especially if it lie low in the womb at the end of a pregnancy of four 
p^vis, it must urge and distress either months.^ 

the bladder or intestine, so that tbe patient Here is a specimen of the diffused scir- 
and tlte practitioner are led to suspect a rhous action, presented by my friend Mr. 
rariety of diseases, as, for example, hxmor- VVorkman, of Reading ; it has acquired tbo 
rboids> cancer of the rectum, ascarides, cal- sit^ of a nine month ovum. In thiscaad 
cuius, fWictures of the urethra, irritable there was a sort of fungous growth push- 
bladdcr, and many other affections, of w'bich ing forth into the vagina, and giving rise 
tbe euuiueration would be tedious. * to very Sequent and copious bleedings, 
Heiei then, are three varieties of the under which the patient eventually sunk, 
disease, all, perhaps, essentially the same, The next specimen is an interesting ex- 
bu^in a view to practice, all properly distin- ample of polypus concurring with the scir- 
guiah^ from each other— tbe diffued sdr- rhous disorganisaiion ; and this leads me 
rhut, the scirrhus wnth many tubercles, and to make another remark respecting the 
the tdlrthua in which the tubercles are few. morbid anatomy of the parts, which is, that 
And to this let me add) that in all the three in adrthoiity the disease may consist of 
vaiietiee of the disease, but in the diffused scirrhus merdy. br of scirrhus in conjuno- 
leirrbas more espeddly, it is not to the tion, wiih^ polypus, fungus, or other afibd^ 
womb only, or to the womb and tbe vagina, tlpns, in tbemselveii more or less formidable, 
that tire diseafm Is ponfinedi for it not on- though these combinations are by no meant 
^qu«ni|yhappent^ttmt,^etlierwtthth very frequent. In the preparation eirou* 

g rtt^ the ovarieti the tubes, tibe bladder,, lated, you may also observe that the state of 
e rectum, nay. In rarer oases, the lir^ ths ot uteri varies much iUfhid dikase; it 
and lungs themselves, are involved in the may ^ large or smsH, or wiTb ctn^hacted, 
disorganisation ; understand further, that or w^ diphcloni Ondiing, or #ith induru* 
the msease is mdie likely to prove tcpicaf tion, or ’idlltomg ; do tM Oh^ugh a 
when it takes tbe form of tuberde, Bind leinhoitW of tlk Oa |neri, a^ of ibe r^a- 
more frequently spreads over the parts eon- gka, U ritrbug colouration of the teal 
tlg^ious, when it appears in the di^Sed exiiten^e of repuM adrrhdi in the parts 
variety. Xet os now obswre the illustra- above; the contrary is not cerkiti ; and we 
tive preparations. mast not' hastily Mr. became tbe moudi 

Here U a specihmn of the 01 uteri boek' of tbe womb it healthy, that, therefore; 
sing to enlirge, under the diffused ss^- -tbefe is the same saundness in the parts 
rbtts,'^ ' ofMi*^o»d>whiuhto 
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CftU ^arrniieitfMslmt Sdrrhta (f ihi ! 

Ulie ch$rft«twi of scirrhous uterus 
ore couveuiently eaough dirided into th^e 
which aaaaifest thfiiDsehei when the da- 
ease has been of loag stoading* and , w»e 
vviHuh has acquired a large $iae, oud thoM 
clarocters which are obserted in the oarlier 
stages of the scirrhous disorgonisation. 
Now you will sonaeiimps find pstients o^- 
ing to you with abdomens as large as if they 
were in the end of pregnancy ; but, on a 
little investigation, they tell vou that they 
have been labouring under the disease for 
years-'-^a clear proof tliat the enlargement 
is not from gestation, for with extra-uterine 
pregAncy it is scarcely worth while to 
embarrass ourselves here*^ On further in- 
quiry, you discover that it is not in the 
upper but the lower part of the abdomen 
that U»e disease was originally seated ; and, 
Wiefore, that the intumescence does not 
arise from an enlargement of the spleen, 
liver, or omentum, but of some part below ; 
probably, therefore, the womb or ovaries, for 
an overgrowth of the kidney is exceeding 
rare. You will findj too, ifyou examine with 
great care, that the tumour is lying'in the 
place of the gravid uterus in the general, not 
obviously inclining more to the one side than 
the other side. If the disease be of tbe tuber- 
cular kitnl, and of many masses, the ntems 
will have the tuberose form and feel ; and if 
it be a diffused scirrhous disorganisation, as 
in Mr. Workman’s preparation, then the 
feel of the uterus will be precisely the same 
as it is at the end of pregnancy, except that 
it is harder. Well, then, if you find in the 
abdomen a tumour hard, civcumsccibed, of 
years’ standing, uod which, therefore, cannot 
be referred to pregnancy, you may be pretty 
well satisfied that it is from gestation.; and 
this opinion will acquire addiuoual strength, 
provided you learn that the tumour formed 
originally in the region of the pelvis, and 
that it still lies centrally , in the region of the 
gravid womb. Tuberosity of the awellmg 
If a useful corroborative diagnostic, hut a 
amooth and equable surface is no disfucoof of 
the disease. An indurated os uteri is a 
valuable sign of scirrhoaity, but the womb 
mgy be scirrhous, although its mouyi be 
' "suuud* 

Fatieute labouring uiidet scitrhus of the 
ttiexusk will, temetimei /call upon you much 

cwditioB It my fwiac# muay 

very obvious tp the todch* Now, lU thfie 
OH^ fnbm the tjOta y<» tW 

there id a giett 4 »el df hee»w : ^ 
interior would push ferih ; and she adds, 
perhaps, that she Mm »o amall iijitatifta 
& the blsdder, and papa the *|pmoi^ 
ihoidal kind; and Uiefe xuay n «p- 


ping or lancing pains along the Embe* 

though these are not commoli ; ^and were 
may oe a want of muscular powdr in the leg*, 
with numbness, and other matks of presSurw 
upon the nerves. As the inquiry prooeeds, 
p«h.ps you .re Mid t'>»‘ ^ 

I swelling seated above and behiaA the syns* 
physi# pubis, perceived as the patient 1ms m 
'bed, compared, perhaps, to the fcetal he^, 

1 or to a melon. Now when ycu meet with 
one of these rounded tumours in the region 
of the bladder, combined with imtation of 
the rectum, and faring, and 
aymptoras enumeralsd, you may swy» 
entertain o strong suspicion, that the patient 
I labours under tlio diseaae we are now 
considering; but it is bjlixamifiation, and 
by examination only, that the affection may 
be made out with certainty ; and whwe tpe 
impoEtance of the inquiry is deemed suln- 
cient to counterbalance the incouveniegce, 
you ought to proceed exactly in the same 
I maimer as in investigating a reputed preg- 
nancy of four months, but directions ^ tme 
point I shall presently communicate. Ifyou 
feel tbe uterus hard and round, and large aa 
the fcBtal head, there can be little doubt re- 
specting the nature of the affection ; u this 
mass be tuberose, the proof ^ is stiu mora 
i decisive ; and if the os uteri a hardened, o* 
if the vagina be thickened and indurated, 
you may observe in the preparations sent 
round, there can be little doubt as to ^tha 
real nature of the disease. Remembtt, 
however, that yon must not decide too 
hastily, and youmustnot infer that you have a 
scirrhosity of the uterus, merely because the 
uterus is enlarged, for this cnlargementoasy. 
arise from a pregnancy of four months, not 
always disclosed to thc' practitioner ; it may 
arise, again, from a pregnancy of seven <w 
eight manths ; and then the abdominal 
muscles, and the uterus, being very thin, 
you may feel the head with, coiisiderabla 
[ dietittctnesa, and may mistake this for a 
scirrhous womb. 

Let me add, too, that in some of these eases 
the womb prolapses a little, and no os uteri 
can be felt as such, tbe apertuie. being 
, more contracted than ordinary i and. in su^ 

I cirlwastsuces, if the u terma enlargement be 
incenriderable, the case msy be mis^en 
for a chroniu iuyeraiou, an error of wbidh I. 
have aeea two instances. Errors like these, 
howeveri imj^y » want of due skill, or due 
sriention in the practitioner. A blunted 
probe may. in thjBse cases, he passed into tbe 
Uteriaecavity, If, bowever, you bear tboso 
diTOrs in mind, aqd if you examine with 
due lepeatiUg investigation, if 

necwsary, at the end of one or two monlhsi^ 
provided you possess, the requisite dexterity, 
your diagnosis may, 1 Uiink, generally be 
fsablished, and with certainty enough* . 

' la all varieties of the disease, wbother of 





708 


TREATMENT OE SClfelUIS* 


tubercle, of numerouf tubercles, or 
of edrrbus of tbe diltused kind, there may 
be mucous discharges or flooding, or occaf 
aiousUy a regular flow of the catamenia. 
Frequently there are inflammations of the 
scirrhouii mass ; aometimes there are nice* 
rations, but I add with satisfaction, that 
those ulcerations, always formidable, ore 
m mmtfieguent. Occasionally, the urine is 
retained, and this, in cases of the tubercu* 
lar ucirrhosity, especially where the growth 
is in front ; occasionally violent spasmodic 
pains are felt in the uterine region, 
2Veiitm«iit.~Tbe treaWent of this disease, 
so far as it admits of that which is useful, 
may be dismissed in very few words, for, 
in truth, there is little to be done ; yet 
some remarks may be mode with advan- 
tage. And, flrst, 1 should dissuade you from 
having recourse to any very active remedies, 
in order to occasion an absorption of tlie 
scirrhous deposit. Iodine may be thought 
of, but much purging, copious doses of 
mercttry. conium, and other remedies of 
the active kind, should not be employed 
iu ttis view ; for there is ho reasonable 
hope whatever of removiog the tumour 
in this manner, and if you injure the con- 
stitution by this rough practice, you leave 
tlie patient worse than you found her. 
Although, however, you may lay it down as 
a rule, that you have it not in your power 
nudically to produce an absorption of the 
sci.'rhoas matter; yet there seems to be 
little doubt, tliat such absorptions may occur 
spontaneously. By a very excellent writer 
and practitioner, Br.^Clarke 1 mean, a case 
of double tubercles is recorded, in which the 
masses wasted away, and, the patient died 
under another disease, when, upon examln- 
ing the uterus, there were the traces of the 
tubercles still to be seen, so as to prove clear- 
ly Aeir previous existence in larger bulk. 
This shows, that now and then the natural 
power is capable of accomplishing au ab- 
sorption of the deposited matter ; an en- 
couraging fact, though certainly of very rare 
occurrence. Let me add furtlier, that with 
scirrfaosity of the uterus in its less extensive 
formsyimpregoationisnot impossible ; and os 
the whole absorbent system is developefl in 
the uterus by gestation, and aftet wards ex- 
cited jjowermUy on delivery, perbnps, now 
and then, a removal of the scirrhous matef 
rial may be effected in this Insnuer ; and 1 
once met witli a case wliich,to me, appeared 
to be of this kind, bu t as it occuned In my 
earlier practice, and was not Investigated 
with suflicient nicety, I would have you 
receive it as apocryphal*; for I shmdd he 
sorry to add to the huge and cumbersotu^ 
mass of pseudo- phenomena with which the 
whole healing art is overwhelmed. What 
you are to do, therefore, in cases of this 
sort, will turn principally ou palliation, and 


leeches, fomentatioBs, and the aatiphlogis- 
Ue plan of the milder kind, may be proper 
when inflaminfttory symptoms occur; but 
where there is this ostensivo disease in the 
abdomen, I would not advise you to bleed 
largely from the arm. If there is, as mime- 
times will he, much spasmo^c pain in the 
uterus, leeches and fomentations, and abdo- 
mioal poultices, may he looked upon as useful 
palliatives ; and after these have been pre- 
mised, you may have recourse to anodyueS, 
either taken into the stomach, or used in the 
form of a suppoBitory, Above all, when there 
is much irritation of the bladder and rectum, 

I would recommend you to ascertain whe- 
ther the enlarged uterus is reU’overted or 
prolapsed, for this is sometimes the case. 
The uterus prolapsing, may descend a great 
way towards tire orifice of the vagina, and 
may in that manner obstruct the bladder.^ 
Where Uiis occurs, perhaps a pessary sb^aiu* 
be introduced, at all events the uterus should 
be passed above the brim of the pelvis, and 
after this operation has been performed, 
the urinary passages may become pervious, 
80 as to render the use of the catheter easy, 
or perhaps unnecessary. When the womb is 
retroverted, you may empty the bladder 
and replace .the uterus in the same manner 
as iu the retroversion of pregnancy, an ope- 
ration which has already been explained at 
large. In the general, remember that the 
less we interfere with indolent scirrhosity 
of the uterus, the better it is for the patient, 
and, above all, beware of salivatioas. 

Progninu.—- The prognosis of this disease 
you may look upon as favourable upon the 
whole ; for though it rarely happens that 
women are cored of this disease, yet it is 
not, I think, often, that it speedily destroys 
life ; so far, therefore, the prognosis may 
be deemed very favourable, compared with 
that of many other diseases of disorganisa- 
tion, But allhougli this disease does not 
commonly destroy life, at least in a short 
space of lime, it greatly iuconveniencespa- 
tients by its bulk, its weight, and the dis- 
placement of the womb by prolapsus, retro- 
version, and pressure of the enlarged uterus 
upon the nerves and other parts. In 
cases, too, the patient becomes obnoxious 
to floodings, particularly if there is n. fun- 
gous growth , and these floodings smy sbm- 
cen bor life. Oocssionslly too, Inflimma- 
tions occur, indeed they s^ by no moMis 
unodmmon. Sometimes, tbwigh rarsijr,l 
lieyt, malignant hlcerntions menifest tbem- 
fetv!^, and by them she tosy be destroyed. 
A4d to this, tbit tbe dtseam may spread 
into the bladder, rectum, or parts adja- 
cent! and itiay open , the 

reirtum into the i perito^^^^ sue, the fieces 
enteritvg tlwrm and destroyittg the 
with coibpie, aa from interual hte- 
morrhagy. tlko body was inspected after 



FM6K0S1S OF SCIEEHUS. 709 . 


deaUu KememWi too, tbat the disease may 
be accompanied witb othet alBTections/ as 
polypus, or spoou or fungoas growths, well 
supplied with bl^, not lo mention the con- 
currence of hep^ic tubercles ; so thai, on 
the whole, though the prognosis is favour- 
able, and though the patient is not generally 
destroyed, or, at least, not speedily by this 
disease, which may be long protracted j yet 
it is not without great evus, and now and 
then the patient perishes unexpectedly by 
floodings, by ulceratioDB, by openings into 
the rectum, and occasionally, perhaps, by 
the extenuation of inflammations. 

In scirrhus of ilie uterus, so long as the 
symjmoms are not urgent, so long it is 
scarcely fitting to expose the patient to the 
inconveuience of examination ; but should 
it he deemed necessary in doubtful cases to 
investigate tborougbly the state of the dis- 
ipi|^ a manual inquiry must then be made, 
uxs true, indeed, that such surgical opera- 
tions may he by no means agreeable to the 
feelings, but circumstances may be urgent, 
and it may be necessary to submit. And 
we will, therefore, in closing the Lecture, 
give a little further attention to this sub- 
ject, commencing wdlh the consideration of 
those cases in winch the disease has made 
considerable progress. 

When a patient ia labouring under a re- 
puted uterine scirrhosity of long standing 
and large bulk, one of the first points to be 
determined is, whether the abdominal bulk 
arise from air, water, adeps, or a diseased 
growth of the viscera, or from two or more 
of these causes combined. Gaseous en- 
largements are elastic, and yield exceedingly 
under well-directed pressure, and may be 
readily urged from one part of the abdomi- 
nal cavity to another. The enlargements of 
dropsy may, in general, be recognised by 
fluctuation, more obvious when the fluid is 
in the peritoneum, more obscure when it is 
encysted, whether in the bladder, ovary, or 
thO womb, distinguisbable, however, inmost 
ebses, unless the sac be unusually thick. 
Adipose enlargements are not confined to 
the abdomeu geueralty, but affect equally 
patts of the body, and loay, therefore, 
be easily recognised ; so that it on exiunina- 
tiftit we find a large abdomea, firm, hard, 
and Unyielding, and not to be ntuibutdd to 
addufirulationt of water, air, <01 adeps, there 
U good reason for helieviog that tire intu- 
is arising ftm amha M ; 

tlia abdodinal maas conatstiOf of sW ma- 
tenidbaly, or of aome iatjfe iodid aobstiace, 
ia wliidh a fluid may lufk* 

tton tiiat the abddtiiinaV xhtumesoenoe 
trtaea fVpm hdid growth, we ought next to 
albartatd whether this growth be seated iu 
the upper part of the abdohtefi orinflttiotly. 
In womeui aotid 


spleen, or omentum (unleai adipose} me 
not common; yet, when they exist, lying 
in the superior and middle regions of the 
peritoneal cavity, they are very readily iia- 
tinguished by their firm, hard, and unyield- 
ing character, and by our being unaue to 
make a deep depresaion when the hand, 
applied in the region of the hypochondria, 
below the margin of the ribs, ia presaed 
perseveringly towards the Spine. Should 
the swelling be uterine and acirrhons, of 
course it will occupy the lower and middle 
parts of the abdominal cavity, not reaching 
the pit of the stoiipmh till the disease ia 
advanced to ita last stages ; and hence, ou 
pressing the parts which Ue in the scTobi- 
culus cordis, we shall find that thev yield 
readily under the action of the hand, dex- 
terously applied, while the central parts, 
and those below, possess an nnyielding soli- 
dity, even firmer than that which is pro- 
duced by gestation. It being ascertained, 
then, that there is a solid enlargement in 
the lower and central regions of the abdo- 
men, it still remains to be known whether 
this growth be uterine or ovarian, or a com- 
bination of the two affections, a point 
which, in some cases, it is not very easy 
to decide. In general, however, when the 
enlargement is uterine, tiie mass will be 
found to lie equidistant between the wings 
of the ossa innominata ; hut should the in- 
tumescence chance to he ovarian in its na- 
ture, then, on careful and dexterout investi- 
gation, it will, I believe, in most instanc'fls, 
be found lodging more upon the right side 
than the left. Thus, then, by examining 
manually, we may, in most instancea of 
scirrhous uterus, ascertain that there is a 
large solid growth in the uterine region, 
of many years* standing, as we learn from 
the patient ; and where this is the case, 
there can be but little doubt that this en- 
largement is of the nature of an indolent 
scirrhus. It must be admitted, however, 
that the proof is not decisive, as, not to 
mention pregnancy, the womb may, per- 
haps, enlarge from other causes ; but these 
are of rare occurrence, and I think 1 may 
add, that, ii^ the nresent state of know- 
ledge, these woulci not jnrove of much 
practical importance. If large tubercles can 
be felt through the abdominal covering, this 
will greatly help the diagnosis ; if the 
mouth of the womb and the vagina feel scir- 
rhous; there can be little further doubt. 
Soirrlmwty of the womb and of the ovary 
fletay be combined. By emptying the blad- 
der and lubneating the abdomen, and plac- 
ing the patient recumbent, and relaxing the 
sbdmi^Md musclds, tiie investigation may 
be fnneh facilitated. The whole inquiry, 
however, requirea tact. 

But what is to be done in tbose cases in 
Whioh'we are called upon to decide reepeot- 



no 


ijf of ia 

tw WBt ftagM of ito wi^d to 
wwn* fttt Amato, ^e jb«M i« «« Jargor 
thiy ^ the ho«4 «t thf t Wby, ia easn 
of ;t}ii8 ]t»d» ^e Wadder pfetioualy mffered 
to ^Qome i^ateadadi jpaaj iaaaedlatal.v, 
DpiaM iha examiwiUoa, H emptied of ita 
ppateato^ ia order that the ahdomioal mua 
clea aaay Hwcpma more pompleiely relaxed i 
aad then (he patient my ^ placed on 
1^6 lelt Kdoi izL the ordinary olbatetnc po* 
to deiDoaatrated, aad one or two 
P|g*ri of the left hand' may he laid upon 
the mouth.of the womb^ while those of the 
right . ary applied immediately ahore the 
ajfmpuysii puhia, in region of ^e 
pMder, where the upper hemiiphere of 
the enlarged uterue may he felt ; lo that 
t^A .womh heiog inter]> 08 ed between the 
td^ handi* ita buUt and fixmnesi may be 
Moerlaihed, ,witli nicety. In rarer and 
apomaloiia otoi^tbe index of tlie left hand 
be placed in the rectum against the 
baol ,of the acirrhoui uterus, while the 
tbtttob is resting on the uterine mouth ; and 
iW fjght hand being applied, aa before, 
aboTO the sympbyaii, the state of the womb 
may be infeitigated ewo with greater 
exactness than before. By theae means, i 
pompetent and dexterous examiner maj 
almost toys aseertain whether the womb 
w eniaigod or not, and tlm more easily if 
the patient hare borne children ; and if, as 
happens, in oases of seirrhosity, there 
his r'oeen more oar less wasting of the flesh. 
Jln mahing tbeee examinations, if tuhercles 
a^ felt wough the abdominal coTeringo>~-i 
Otif thf ci uteri be large and hard<H>r ifj 
the tagina be aeirrhbos, of course in this, 
aj ia the former cape, these diagnostics are 
of no emsll iraportMce in marking the 
character of the disease. lu doubtful in* 
ktmmes, the bulk of the uterus may be 
fegistered after a first examination; and a 
second inqbijy may be ihstitutod some two 
or three months after the first, so as to 
asoeHain what is of no small importance in ^ 
the diagndsia-»>I mean, whether the en, 
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Iai*B»«ii( be twdy or npd k ita powh. 
In cases; of this kind, it is to l» to^ 
gotten that the utoftis may entorge, .not 
ffm scirrhui merelyi but from a pregnancy 
of fbur nmths-^rom bydatido-^lto molo-« 
from polypos—and furtlwr, that an incom* 
peient infestigator may fpei. the, head bfo 
fojtus, mistaking this, perlt^, lbr a Im 
and scirrhous uterus, ,for of to fiw* iwS 
observed before, I We leen^ to 
pies. Eemember> howerer, toW 
larij^eht is from a pregninw of flbjirl 
moa^s, or from l^daUds,'lt w^ 
rai^^Sf ftoiiilU. l«.<l'of 4 

folM, th. otie will 


theie fubstaneN udfi mbit vtoiMy be et< 
pelted} and, inthemeaftHtmUfifisi^low 
the treatment before ad?tol» ourtor tin 
lead toMleptoetiOal inoonoaiiienee. Be- 
boHeot that affsetione may bb combined, 
and uterine sdirrinis may be assochted witli 
>olyj)u8, pregnancy, aad eafioof titoOtts 
of the otary, to be eoasidered hefwrfter j 
and let your opimona bb gitea, not Utlleed 
I tiih the mean and pidtry rbaeiTe of Igno- 
rance, aping httowledgej but witii to phl- 
' losopbic eautiott thich the eitoiid Obaou* 
rrty of thb case may require, Cfbii errors 
, are sometimes oommitM in these mitteru, 
[but theae ire frequently rather to be sttiri- 
buted to the artist than the ait. We Ottglf;uet, 
howerer, to undervalue our brclhreu, merely 
because they fail in this part of obstetrio 
knowledge ; a man nay be a well*4utoed, 
judicious, and, of courde, a veryTalUable 
i practitioner, and yet be may net We b^qjs 
in the way of acquiring that nicety of tact, 
which alone can gise worth to his opinfona 
in inquiriea' of this kind. (Dr. Bluudeil 
hare gave the demonstrations.) 


LECTURES 

ON 

MtmClliAB ACTION, AND ON TflE CURI 
OF DEFORMITIES, 

By Mr. SHELDRAKE. 

Or Arf^cml Muieular Action, ond its Umi 

Haviro endearoured to show what mus- 
culsr action, involuntary and voluntary, is, 
siiall now proceed to treat of artificial 
muscular action ; by that term I under- 
stand muscular action that is effected by 
some eiternal agent, without any partici- 
pation, or effort, being made to asaist it by . 
the person whose muscles are acted ttpoa.| 
but, to render it really useful, it is indie- 
[ pensably necessary, that the person whosa 
muscles are acted iq)6u should make , so re- 
listsnce, or effort of any kind, nor in any 
.way counteract those exertions which' p 
made by .the opemtor who.Wartto' -to 
toa;uie.oftoa““^*“ ^ ' 





^ to# 

^WVcasaf.)^fli| 


to ito wyalyWr^tormr liirf ♦ laa Tii into 



i&se^d in lh« liMt tdttme of The hkwtt, TJ** b«&«dt urtiklt ii W 

A« I Hvb »i#eCi«ed Oiii tfeataumt kith exercite ii, that it iacrewei the 
verr grwkt aaOeeit, vd yety #xtwiiitil|> ^uliki iSifWigh the 

for mote thai^ forty yewi, «ad »«»« ^ iHielefttme j tUit kcreMed ch^ 
early ere lUfllWhs'/in good mdtei all the natertl ee^ttOM, otoaml 
aad ih the foU mkiaMtoi} of tekattiral the ahiorpttoa and depoUtton of the iittt^ 
ho dimbietn nok he entertained of riel that it OhteiAed from food, whidi ft 
the eficacy ftBd the value of ^t dlioovety, thw oonvefted into onimal muter j ftea 
In lhitpracriee 1 havet^ehaporttmt^i^^ proeeia iaereatea the tiae and atrength oC 
pitremenft ddrihg thelamtwdTeyear^ the peraon by whom iiuh exetdaei an 

shall eomittunibate them through than* ptactieed. 

net, at some fotore opportunity. One of the plana that \ ban ad^ed; is 

I hare applied the tame prinoito trf* to increase the quantity of heneficmi ner- 
mmeular ectiaii, botli toltthta^ and arti- rise, which any Demon my take« wMsM 
drill, to tba eaifa of Spinal cumtoti, and «»y tmtim o/’wriniWM, and of course wwh- 
thegBumetotts pecnTiarities in the human oatfstlgne,i«dft elfe(rted in Uift mariiierfA 
form that am connected with it* and With I haTs invented a chair, in which ftypiiimit 
succesB quite equal to that with Which 1 »• seated; if it is intended to act upon the 
have been to long enahled to oure ^lor- of tde phtieat, two cranks am Oosneet* 
tions of the feet; indeed, the cure of both ad with the chair, in sncfa a manner, that 
te^seciassei of deftcts depends upqnsiimlar ^hen the patient places one hand upon 
iSlUcttions of the same principles ; but, each crank, so as to keep the handle in her 
as spinal curvature is fRmneeted with S^me withoni any ixettion, rim ma- 

• pecuHarities which require separate investi* chinery that Is oonnericd with these crsaki 
gstion, I sbril postpone the eonridemaon » •<> arranged, that, whan put in motmn by 
of that subject, and those tlrat are connected an amistimt, the arms, together or Mpa* 
with it, till I can bring the whole together mtely, as it may be dented, are aaade to 
trader one point of irJeW; 1 shall, at present, describe rirrics of soy diameter, or to move 
condneinysetf to showing, that the artificial in any direction that the oironmstanoei «C 
mtiscttlar action, Which I have employed in *1**® ®ay requiw. . , , ^ 

curing distortions, may be employed with One advantage of thta inventios is, that 
much advantage to assist the effbtu of me- the assistant* who turns the handlei doel 
dicine and surgery in the cure of some dis- *11 the work, end the patient, who sits stili 
eases, for which tdditiottil powers we want* » the seat, receives all riie benefit* beciuae, 
ed to effect all the benefits that such cases ^ep*t*g 1*« or hands, up<^tbe 
require. baadles, the whole of the arms, shouldeii. 

Every profeisional man has, at some rime, ampul®, and pectoral muscles, way be kept 
occasion to tell his patient, Who is either in ection for auy rime, or to any extent, thet 
invalid or eonvrieacent* to take acme genUe cm be required, without any eseniOB «f the 
exercise, but to bo careful that be does not P*rient, or any faUguS whatever, 
over fatigue Idmself, as that will produce Another advantsga of this iuveation », 
debility, s&d. therefore, will be injttriout. that the moveweni may be either ettfemriy 
No One can doubt the propriety of this riow, so w to adapt it to persons whose 
advice, yet it is often uUsuccesSfal, because very delicate health will allow only of the 
a patient is, sometimes, in such a bdnditiOh »««« gen Ue exercise, Or it maybe toeaeed 
that hecanhot take even the sinanest ek* gradually, at rircumstancts require; or it 
areise. without fueling effects that, instead *My be given at once to any exteUt that 
Of being benefieial, diminish the amaU por* way be desired, and, in aS cases to sriiidi 
tfem of straugth be has, and which exercise ^ is appUed, the Ml efibet of any quantUy 
ft, thw«fere,iaghly Injurious. of ««rnse way be givaii witbont produelng 

If an iftsaltd hai a veiry Wtaril portion of may fattgua wl3^v»* JtmuSt. neceasarily; 
Imalth, a great quantity of prudence, and ^ deduced from this liet* tbit in any due 
Idti With great ^esMtee, he reeovers ft wftch muieulav exerrise can be bene* 

the Ml physicsl effect of sirihexwr- 
rira bxd^ riM tWddhbto r this ft etea may baLpredueed upon any persdn, mid 
Ml ^ be attended with any Inooaifeaiesee 

ft'fte# fthatoto 

, dbS, il lidiSptoPft wf.iwtotdm 

I mm, mm t eh ^ ^ m ^awvery has beta puU^ 

toftp, Ito Mbrrid ftf II wifi 'Wim mk ffiftfti lo aouoe, 1 tmat thw i shall 
to. m ft mm, M.retf^g its progrwijjto 

lift ill WdifrirtM'ii#' to Mse ft* orighi dowh to the preteni time* bribte 

in - ‘mr ft ftMiM « iftm I W>» pwt^rij, ift 

fc WW <»4 r 

tooh ^ ^ ^ > : aiton, as wril to some otoera to wheh r w 



n% BlfiEGISS AS 

0 

mtm ihit H iD«y 1 m i^pUed iri& aneli daily in ay Itandik^ In tate of 
H^katftaset Eo1»meo&^tlMee iUtinct^y^ 

lloitt tiaa fafrty gomgoovlataie.ifilMiM produ^ 

i Wgaii ay 4x{>eriiiMoa u{K>&^t^^ ed^t of onoopazatioa. Fifatttba p^tiosa 
founded upon of ike bonea.^ ike kf andfootMokk are 
a Iwt uMit Jad^^^ ditcovered by Mr. deranged and |daeed in iroiataTal poe^^ 
EikMr« Tkat gaatest of Burgeons •saw and are being restored tb ikeir natual ^ua« 
apfiiorod af tli^ experiaentSf and like* tiona ; aeeon^^ tbe^gaaenk aearaaged 
mdee feeemmended many of bit own pa- in their natwal pri^ortioBt relattee to each 
taents, a whoa ay ^treatment was useful other, and are regolarly and gradUBlly re- 
Hunter watched the progress of his snming their natoral powea and iuncttens ; 
patiei^ and waa aatiified with what and, thirdly, ^eauackt which wea ri|pdly 
W aaw. Many other surgeons, of eqtud hxed, without having powerto act in any 
imdc’^ia aooiety, honoured me with their manner, are now resuming their nsturu 
nodoe and approbatlonP and this practice proportions relative to each other, an4 to tlie 
wan adopted to a great extent, privately, hones and ligaments with which they. are 
under their okMiration, and my practice connected, as well as MSumingthmTUMural 
freht on with success. After the inter- functions. 

couma that 1 had with Lord Byron, the When the cure of thia case is completed, 
partkttliaa of which are detailed in I'he I shall give full details of the treatment by 
LsNcat,^ ! made very great improvements which it will have been effected ; but, at 
in ni 3 ^ treatment. present, I sball confine myself to ahowingfffif 

Ai last, 1 determined to make the general much of the alterations that hare takes, or 
psisioipiea of my discovery public for the are taking place in the muscles, as will 
geueru use of society at large, as well as of enable me to illustrste that particular hind 
thoM membera of the medical profession of muscQlsr action whicit it is now intended 
wlm Slight choose to adopt the practice ; in to explain. 

coneequeiice of iliat determiostimi, 1 wrote It is known to all, that exercise is one of 
to the editor of Tub Lancet, with whom 1 the best means tliat can ^be used to restore 
bad DO scqusintsnce wbstever, thst letter tiie health of invalids or convalesceatB ; 
which was first published in his Journal, but it has been very imperfectly known, m 
and those which followed it in the last at least noticed, that exercise, in otlier 
volume. Much interest was excited in tlie words, musculsr action, which is produced 
miudsof professional men, as well as others, by the will of a living being acting upon its 
on ,;tbe perusal of the cases; but some own body, is- necessarily accompanied by 
donated their correctness, and even denied exertions that produce fatigue, and, u a 
the possibility of performing those cures, necessary consequence, when it is carried 
and^ many expressed a wish to see them to excess, injures the health of that body 
wIMa thi^ occurred. In consequence of it was intended to serve, and to im- 
titis, when the case of Robinson came Into prove. But, 1 believe it has not been 
my hsttdsi I inserted a brief statement of it known to any but John Hunter, and those 
ta THsLANOETfor November i9, with are- who may have derived tlieir knowledge of 
quest that all, or any gentlemen who might this fact directly from him, which X cheer- 
be demrous to see this case, might do so at fully ooDfess that I did, that when some 
any rime they would themselves ffx, during parts of a living body have lost their power 
the whide progress of Ute curei As I have of acting in oUdience to tJie wUl, if those 
themtisfaeriott to know that tUif offer was parts are forced to repeat their natural 
vt^ favourably ritought of, and the case has actions by extraneous mesus, over which 
given much pleasure to many gendemen flm person who is operated upon has no 
who have examined it, 1 take this opporttt* control, the natural power of acring, in 
nity to lepHoat that ^ per* obedience to the will, will be resumed by 

simhenriy open during riiewhok littA of the tto "" 

eure, whatever that rime lmay W. Having This very extraordinary fact has, X xepaat 
done thk, 1 shaU not again allude to the it, been uimnown to all, except rimae that 
casea that were published in Ins LAKOit, have bean mentioaedi yet it .htaa bami 
before that offer was made; buti in. nay jneved to bUkueAy the whok of my pmo* 
thing tliat l may have occesion to iUustrato, rieam.aii theie oaiiili ahd.mi^ he mn 
1 shall refer to the ease of Roknioa, and fsing the in that 

tome others ; because, Vrhatevet 1> imiy Oaai I lave d^dlbf examination* 
have oeeasion to say upon the stddaat on ,Aa4k^al^|a |fadi^ by mohns which 
which l am now writing, 1 csn dammutvato, 10 be used rim pa^ 

la be true, by reference to the oases wbioh said nmek 0^^ no wiy uindm bii 

eeiriisi,'^'do-.ikif|4iMeanylk^^ 

I^^SOftTttsLAMotx Ior lS^^ pi hk 

^koosriiiiadfSiid 
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IN BEFOBI^ 

given; by tluf metiis bealth, streogtli, and to increase, so that now lier lag baa tbo 
inc^^sea aia6,inn prodated in same genial wormtb as ber other lef* be- 

clws ^wluchare iisubjected^^^^ sides being greatly iraproved in fomu 

aiay Wseenitt lbeoate 0{ B.obm8on.^^^M This child’s ibot was as xnuch distorted as 

my iieatment of bis ease irst began^ that of Robinson, yet 1 baye prodncad aa 
foot andleg were quite rigid, and wasted so much alteration in its form in one week, aa 
as U> be of ibe greatest pfdeness : in a few was iprodnced in Robinson’s by a conitant 
days some epiour began to appear about the attention of two months ; this fact will 
toes and heel, extmsded igraaually upon the the great advantage of attending to tbese,de« 
foot and leg, so that now, at the end of two feets at tite earliest periods M Ufe, while 
mcmtbt, tlm foot is not only improved in that of Robinson, and others that haye been 
torm, but is increased in siae, substance, detailed, most aiford consolation to tocM 
and in colour ; it has all the appearance of who are farther advanced in life, as that cir- 
h%b health ; this healthy appearance ex* cumstance alone does not mder toem in- 
tends upwards about a third part of the leg, curahle. t 

ab^e which, the original paleness remains j The inference to be, drawn fr^ these 
hurthe healthy colour is gradually encroach' facts, as applicable to the subject now 
ing opouit. under consideration, is, tiiat muscular »o- 

These facts can only be accounted for tion, when artificially produced by toe np- 
thus. The action into which my operation plication of means over which the patirat 
forces the foot, increases the circulation of has no control, and which do not require 
blood, and gradually enlarges those any exertion on the part of the patient to 
veseels which had been so contracted, that produce, does, according to the declaration of 
the red particles of blood could not pass, Mr. Hunter, restore the natural connexion 
free passage is obtained for toem, between that mysterious power, volitum, 
and by this means the bulk, as well as and the muscles upon which it is natural 
Strength, of the leg is in the course of being for it to act; it likewise increases the 
restored: this is certainly the case, for the size, health, and strength of muscles, to 
circumference of his leg has been measured which it is carefully applied, after to^y had 
within a few days, and found to be, at the been reduced by illness, as well aa other 
largest part, one inch larger than the cast causes, to a state of great debility. This 
that was taken from the same leg two fact has been proved by the success of my 
months ago. practice upon this subject, particularly in 

This patient has told me, without being that case which is now in progress, and is 
asked for the information, tout, before he laid open to general observation. ^ 
came to me, his leg and foot were always But, it may be asked, in wbit does this 
very cold, but no w they are constantly in a treatment differ, either in principle or in 
pleasing glow, similar, and quite equal to practice, from those modes tliat baye been 
that of his other foot ; of this peculiar effect, previously used to produce similar effects! 

1 wto giv^e another striking example. The short answer is, that it is superior in 

After I had published in The Lancet for efficacy to those practices, when tliey have 
November 29th, my invitation to gentlemen been in any way serviceable, and has been 
of the medical profession to examine the. completely Biiccessful in otoer capes, whe^ 
case of Robinson, a gentleman, who has a the former practices were quite useless. It 
daughter with a foot distorted in a form Uiat will, however, regtiire some time to demon* 
is very like tout of Robinson, senthismedi* strnte these facts ; yet, as the subject is 
cal adviser to examine that patient, although importan t, I will do what my experience 
he lived at the distance of one hundred enables me, to establish the superior efficacy 
miles from London. This gentleman, ac- of this praefioe. 

oompanied by two medical friends, oaone to The means that have been employed, in* 
my house, examined Robinson’s case with dependent«f medicine administered by toe 
great care, and ooncludbd that I should oer> stomach, to restore such limbs as 1 have de* 
iaiidy cure him; by their recommendation scrilmd, to their natuivd powers, 
toa young jisdy, upon whose account they tricity,Jhictions, embmaUon8,wito;Oili and 
^ came to London, hto beeu placed under my otoer mixtures, champooiug, and, finally, 
«eire. is six years old ; her luot is very blisters ; all these remedies may be useful in 
likf Ro^bW^l many unsqoCb^ul at* cases to the nature of which they are duly 
tempts hi^ beim made to cure it ; intcoose* psoporttoued i but, in such as are now under 
qttstioe of whm aba had *ufi«ied -ifeom these cousidemtion, they are perfectly useless. I 
attempts, aim was my tiworoua when my have invariably found tost they are so; but, 
to^mtmeut began ; hut^ on the tMcd di^, as a strong prejudice exists in favour of tbeir 
iritoeto^bfing asked toe aasd she efficacy, in such cases, both in the minds of 

amV eolour coming into her toel, .ind felt someprofessionsd inen , and of other persona 
toabher Ug waa wiimlrade^ uu^d of> diffeveut descxtptiun, it wiU some. 

«l reapeota, heurficipl to promice authmitto. 
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IKrhieliii^ll Am pMlIeM 

Before Homfuoft ley pitlist, lie 
wae for ietii| ttontb «& eut-^tieet tt Ae 
Mi^leiex Holpitai ; y im geyrally. if 
not e&btely, ut^r At tafe of tlie late Mr. 
Syw Xa oenaequeace of that gentleinao'a 
di]««tio&s» tlie y&ent kept bh leg as4 foot 
forjelottg tiiae togeAer OTer Ae iteam Aat 
exbaleH from a veuel of boiliog water* and 
%ai idireet«d to it ao as to make Ae 
fbet iod leg is bot at he eoald bear them to 
bet Ala* it wat said, Was intended to Soften 
the akin, the mascnlar bbres, the teodoni, 
and eapsular Kgaments, md Qualify Aem to 
mdte the oils wbiA were afterwards to be 
l||£ed A order to render Aem still soiAr. 

He wta Aibiahed with a quan Ay of oils; 
be was not AM wbat Aey were* but he irai 
dirietod to bare them robbed all orer bia 
leg end dbot eritb great force tor aerertl 
boom tcgeAer, that Aey might rery effec- 
titoUy e^ton bla leg; Ae amell of these 
(bAi* be said, eeai very offemnve, and their 
efbeti were irritating; Aat bis moAer* 
erb| operated as nibb^, bad her lianda so 
eetopll^ exceriated, that Ae was often 
iMiged todnsiei; and, n no adeantage was 
fibed by Ae applieitkm, after a paintol 
yerwfTemiee of mote Ami aix months, ‘ 
Arew Aon aMde. 

It ilwell InoWfi to Ae profeasion and to 
dAefi, Alt eantmetiia ano embroeationt of 
variooe kinds may be ndtantogeonsly em« 
plovrl, when they are properly proportioned 
W orn oomplkb to m they are uMd ; as 

Aereorial eintment in syphilis, and many 
dAeriepoti different oceSBiona, irhieb It it 
net neceMury to mention here. Mri Sbaw, 
Blb^eUte adopted a practkw with tbia pa< 
tdeid, wbiA« I beliefe, is <ioite original 
and ao extraordinary, Aat 1 ahould besi« 
tHe k aaeribing it to him, if Ae yoeA 
wu nee it band to establish the fact. As 
Ato WIs l eacret worth keepug, as well 
as iretA keorring, and toe Talaahle to be 
eipesed to Ae nretone eyes of the pnpils 
nib ltd pind thetr looney to learn the prac« 
rice at the hospital, to which Ae yonA 
bid eppbed la a pariest, Mr. Sbsw «rect- 
id him, inlteid of geinf to Aebospitai, to 
ge to bis prirale tmenoo In Ae Albany, 
fbiie be lired there; and afterwardi in 
Biftt«r*titAet, to whieb he leftaoeA in 
tiiab iwe billowed ttmplee oi Esenlapiil, 
ftnto wbieh Ae protone nninitUted, «Ai#' 
A or out of the ptofessidn, were dsA* 
toffy excluded, Mr. Shear and Us ooUMeii^ 
Ad iiristant laid Ae patient at f«dllei|A 
lit on Mi toce; ana while Im #ia In- 
Ait tlAatieB, llr« Miais* rAM Af 
back iff bis leg, A ita niett lengA, 
iriA a Im 11 ^ ilhir mnijlsid li • 
AAdli, wMt ^ibiid Ae opemBafAlMldi 
B ndA boA bildi, Ind bik Ai ft tlA 


hWB IOIIC9f llllnn wwWQVWtv MWnnuBv 

•y lUanmA A^gsmiataa^l Aftnaa 
npeitad nantlSam,j|Ai)«iittintoMftA 
(^Uon, wbtoh Mftayi |la» Mai gteai 
pidti. Tbeae ddetim adAAebriie^^^ 
aNraya arere aery paintoli aatei piedaned 
any advantage* alAongb Aty areA aery aa» 
dnfonsly repeated dutittf imanAt and it 
Ae end ef Aat time be eeiaed to gd to An 
bospital. 

it is to be dbiereed; Alt dwtog the ait 
mobAs Att- Aia patient eras nnder Ae Oato 
of Mr* ShaSTi be was amesaiaely ilhjeetod 
to Ae action of ateamr to Ay mtom, to 
embroeationa, whieb, X pteuato* toe but 
toietioiiB with enother nioM, lid lntotoM 
to promote Ae thsorpiion of iADnhBft| 
oils, which Ae operator anppoied ItoeM 
prodoee acme hen^cial effect opoo the pa* 
tient's leg and footf though it it not easy to 
discorer by what eonnemon between tSi^ 
and effect any benefit eotdd he produced W 
•nch frictions epen the leg nod foot of Aia 
patient; at all ereots Aey showed tbit no 
kmefit wts to be expectod toom these frtcrf 
tions ; Ail being the case, it cannot be nn^ 
derat^ why braaa was adopted ea Ae 
material to make Ais toiler of* nnleas it wn 
thought Aat metal hid somenpeetfie rirtoe 
fbr enriffg idiitorted leg, wbiA Ae Other 
modes of, Md materials lor friction, did net 
possess. Of the nature of tbit Specific fit* 
toe we are quite ignorant, and cannot no# 
be informed, because Ae operator ia no 
longer in a eondition to gite the ittorma«> 
Am. 

I always beliered, Aat Mr. Shaw wis Ae 
sole inrentor or diaooverer of Ais specAo 
virtue of curing distortions, but hers Mlely 
ditcoretod a competitor whose dxia must 
not he lightly passed over* 

At page to6 of a work puhliibed fay Dri 
Harrison, X have found the following pSHis«^ 
age The prominent vertebra and ribs 
were then prewed, and driten in the direct 
tion of their natural situutiona wiA m in- 
strument held in Ae riglit bind. It has i 
Wooden handle, into which ia fixed at right 
angles^ a hniis tod, four mhu to tmgik, tnl 
«fifm|tk toMtgfi to toof sitoyAgm 
ikto tto cpinitor may dam it prep# to 
To Ae lower end, uitottor mud 
sRitof, about two inehei toeg, ia lifeM «t 
right Mgles^ Tliii* well ooviieitriA aeft 
Wier to prsfont ito tontoti| Ae iktoj 
enm^itotoiiWiA At eAto 
toet^Alt I ktoptoy to’'ini Ay^nNhipile^ 

m StowtoM Xto; 

to 

Itoee m fftondbiMtrll Mbikto*’ Ail^ btoifi 
'Mttohlito-'tom'iiMIto tortoe to etotoi 
toi«toiniA%'lktoitol)i^ toto- A« -Mip 



|i| ABjr 

M WipohMib^^ Ukuflftp 

pre «»trMted^^ but wb«t loeoeM 

||« my Ikirvt k #«t whimietl i^ieticei it 
|im lUioftft ; st Ifiit iko ittUitttiQ 

r and Tidbit pm& of; 4itt pkem bttt yet 
come to my koowle4ge» 
for tutbebik ptmef jotber nntseoets* 
k) pnetioei tbM have been need to cure 
•tbew diitortiemi i mutt refer to motber 
patifHitr who it »t prMeot oader my ctre, 
About tix yemw ago, a lady of matare age 
had ta iUaem^ of which I did not get a 
imy Mtiafaetory aooount. After her reeo* 
iei|t ibe felt a nttle lameneu in one of her 
feet ^ thie went on inoreainng, tUl her foot | 
tomed inwarda, ao that she atood upon the 
outer edge of her little tee/the aaole^joiat 
became quite rigid, at well as all the joints 
^her foot* When 1 first saw this Isdy, 
^ foot bore a great reeemblance to (hat of 
Robinson, hut wssnot so much deformed. 

During the progress of this distortion 
from btd to worse, the usual iuefiectuid 
remedies were resorted to ; pumping upon 
the foot with cold water, ateepiug it in hot 
water, etrengtheaiitg plasters, embroca- 
tioai, dry fmctioni with the hand and the 
fieah'brttsh, &c. j as all these remediee 
failed; a aevete course of blistere was adopt- 
ed at a demer nmrt j after beming these 
fer a month, without filing any advantage, 
she discontinued them, with a detormina- 
tioa to continue lasse, mher than bear so 
much pain. The laet aummer she passed in 
Brighton and imed the ^unpooing bath 
during her stay at that place, with no more 
advantage* thim she hid derived from the 
Other remedies, and, in October, plaoed her- 
self under my care* At that time, her foot 
•0 exacti^ resembled the foot of l^bineon, 
which is repreHented in No. 274, that 1 did 
not think it necessary to take a oast of it. 
but reference to that of RobtMon will ex- 
plritt all the appearancee of the lady’s foot ; 
the ^stortiott wm equil in degree end in 
in both casee | (he principal differ- 
Onoe between them is in the age of the 
patieais, Robinioa being not yet fifteen, 
and; aa the lady has a ton who ia more tlmn 
tpeaty, we mayi wknUt formaUy asking 
venture to put her down as 

* 1 Meet on the freient oeoaiioei tudat* 

ToimdioiKflBkt^ 

wbidt'ki*«HiaedlM'.tbte I'hnve 'itaad'' 
to pMfommm Mki; opimtenp jpebdnee 
tbeae eifbcti; nnli#^ nen^ew 
deaveMt'to nheW^'tilat'ftbei'imi^prineliA^ 
of aiaeMM'«h«kM,^^]|im 
emptied kkapiiWf ' ^A^ meBM} 
iWiMVidMtteAta^kiwi^lhw 
em rthert deMnmeariaka^.. Mwt, m-.mm 
m k mm kher m vldekk! 

may be ntad with admtage. 






WNDON MEDICAt 

JUmdAPf Mruarjf i8fi9, , 

itfkMmircir o# v«* soeikrY 
totrncti.*— fot-VT 6r At* 

tionh rtVBit nuAiK cisa.-^ 

Fifstirt Of sCAntAVths. 

Tan Council net having made their Mfteir- 
ance at twenty minutes past eight omoehi 
rithougb several members and visitoii were 
waiting in (he Sociffty'i room,— 

Mr. SHSA 111 .Y rose and stated, that ^ 
lawi of the Society, the Council were di* 
rected to meet between the houra of seven 
and eight o’clock, and that ke proo^kgS 
of the Society Were regularly to begin at 
eight o’clock, A considerable portion of 
time hed this evening been frittered away, 
and he conceived the Council were not yua* 
tifiable in thus acting ; and, as the law 
stated that when seven members wets ; pro* 
sent they were competent to eommepce the 
business of the Society; he ehould rnfive; 
that some member, then present, riiouM fahe 
the ohaix, there being xhsither Pieetdent nor 
Vice -Preeideut ia the room. He saovod^ 
tliat Dr. Johnstmie abould take ibe dbur. 

Dr.doaNtTOMa would not take tbe chair ; 
he could net think of sueh a thing ; it would 
be indecoroua in him to do eo* 

Mr. Shsasly. 1 do not know bjgw it 
could bo considered kdecorons for yon to 
do so ; it cmaialy is indeemout in the 
Council to keep oe waiiiag herci wastkf 
oar time. 

Dr. Johnstone. We do not know hew 
they are engaged ; let every man be judged 
of % hie aets. 

Mr. She ABLY. But ke Soeiety is tomeel 
and proceed to business at eight o’cloak. 

Dr. JoHNsroKn. Well, but every one who 
is acquainted with theee lesUturions luumt 
tipt such a cireumetanee as Ukis wiB eeea- 
sionally take place ; it ft at greal a dis^ 
pointment to me as to any l^y, that Pe 
business has not' begun precisely at 
o’clock ; but 1 think it is right we should 
firm know whst the oanse isi 
Mr. SttiAhLY. There is a rule ststtag# 
that when Seven members are preaent, ww 
shall go to bwisves, and 1 do not know why 
we Peuld net proceed, * 

Ik*RvSi(. No doubt (he law is moh; 
Uk uadehbtedly so, 

Mr* SiiiAlii.Y* I do not think (he CeuAv 
oH hsve the power to keep us Watting; k 
WMld bt perftsHy koonsistent if they bid, 
rXki JOKHstoiit, I do hope and trust, aad^ 
fbelMve«MkMinpM private coaemms 
iiideiiikiif M, 4nt apoB 
itlkS' 


alleged liO§R®PRESrartil®M)H^(JE A CASE. 


ne 

Mt.Sbmsw. But the CiWBriHi»« 
from ttBveB toeigbt'o’diock jto delili>tjri.te»«B« 
surely ilie Socioty i* not to i>e Vept w wting 
for tUom. .After tUej tlie MwuUs 

of the last Meeting will have to be ieeo» 

wbkb will ocoopy from tbi« time till nearly 
a quarter to mue, and . then the Sooijty wiU 
break on at bidf^paat nine ; now, wnat use 

and coming a great distance to |Uead a 
Society of this kind ? . , m 

few minntes afterwards tbe CouncU 
eii|e^ the room 


Dr. Williams totft the Chair. 

Mr. Sheably then said, Sir, I beg to rise 
to a point of order. The Society bw now 
been kept waiting for twenty-hve minutes. 
The business of the Society is to commence 
at eight o’clock. It has not been this even- 
iag only that the proceedings have been 
thns delayed, tbe practice haa now become, 
generally speaking, the same every nkhtj 
and I, for one, think it excessively indeco- 
rous that our time, so exceedingly short as 
it % an hour and an half, should Je tlius 
Crimed away before the business can 

begin. . 

Dr. Wjlluki. Really, I must confess, 
this evening, the Society baa been kept 
waiting beyond its usual hour, but a ques- 
tion of very material interest to the Soaety 
was referred to the Council, about a fort- 
night ago, and it has been under discussion 
tMs evening- That is the reason why the 
Society hi» been kept waitinff, 

Mr. Shearly. Thr^ 


fubjict such poMicity Imk 
a report, tbil 1 think it to call cn 

•tstottent” I .a»de *K'**!J 

then communicated to the Soqiaty } nna 
who is tbe i^atif e of the deceased on whwe 
I authority be baa accuaed me of » nui- 
statement. ^ . 

Dr. KiMABOE. Sit, I fctg l«EW to ur, 
tlttt 1 hare .mu The Lakoet. md^tliEtUie 
atttontnt I nuie in th* 8o«iety hW been 
cortmJtiy reported in that work. I never 
‘ said that I had had an opportunity of seeing 
i the lelative of the deceased. I merely men- 
tbned that I bad seen several persons at 
[ tbe West End of the Town, and that itsraa 


mi. K’ntoiE**.'-* .. je Council are to meet 

from seven to eight, and I do not think it 
competent for tliem to keep the other mem- 
bers Waiting liere for twenty minutes, or half 
an hour, under any pretext. 

Mr. Pboctor. Perhaps Mr. Shearly will 
be satisfied when he is informed, that tma 
question, of very great importance to the 
Society, is to be referred to lum and the 

general body of the Members. 

Mr. Susa ELY. No, I am not at auw< 
defied with that. * . 

The Minutes of tbe last Meeting were 

fifr. SflEABty stated, that Dr. BlundcH 
bad considered that the specimen of mon- 
strosity he (Mr. Shearly) exhibited to the 
Society on tjie Isst night, would be mow 
useful to tbe public preserved as a 
men* than if it were dissec^, and be had; 
therefore, presented it to that 
'lliis rendered it impossible for him ;t0 ms- 
tail any morbid appearances. The twm 
riive and likely to do wlb _ rW 

Dr. JoHXfTONE. I believe 
pioper tilde to take notice of j 

and though it does not appear by them thatj 

any notkh was taken of a ipjije^ waS^ 
foentioned on the laet owning, y«t » 


tue vvesi x<nu w uw awu, »»» — 
reported there that tbe patient bad fever; 
•rfere is a gentleman in the room who ward 
Mr. Jewell atate, that the paticntli^ fever 
ft» at least five daya before hia death ; that, 
he had been in the country; bad t8k|g^ 
cold, and was seised with delirium, ine 
gentleman who told me that he had Tever 
waa Mr. Howeb, and 1 am sure he will beat 
me out in the statemeuU I did not atate 
any Uiing intentionally ofiFensive to Dr. 
Ji^mstoae. My object waa further inquiry 
into the case. I ahould be glad to know, 
whetlier this person bad any discharge from 
thenostrilsor notl 

The Reoistear. I did not maert Dr. 
Ramadge’s observation in tbe Minutes, be- 
I cause, after the meeting separated,! thought 
Dr. Ramadge would have another opportu- 
Inity of diaposing of it, which I conaidered 
I to be the better way. If any thing particu- 
lar turns on what passed I can now make a 

note of it. . , , 

Dr.RAMADOE. 1 took the only oppor- 
tnnity 1 had of making my observations. If 
I had suffered the Minutes to pass over then 

. % t %. A. T fliK/sntil ladtrA 


X M(x sunereu ukj wiwuvvvm 

os they stood, 1 do not tliink I should have 

done right. . , , 

Dr. Johnstone. .There are two ^inga 

to be considered-the statement and the 

I deduction. I have no objection to any gen- 
' tieman diffeiing from me in deductiona ; but 

I I think, if a man differs from me in facts, be 
lis bound to iwoduce the evidence that war- 

rants that opinion. I staled the symptoiM, 
and I said there was no fever ; I a^ted tim 
condition of the skin, of Z 

the respiration, and ao on, and 1 swd, mose 
did not exhibit symptoms of ffWJ. Now 
DrvRami|gei^dt1^l^?^» , 

■biid.R , 



scaiwlatina. tir 


not only ttittltoilied me to i^peat, t&at wbtat 
I Ivad Bteted im true, but offered to oome 
forward to proto ev^ ihing 1 nave laid. 
TMb aentlaiiian had an opportunity of iee> 
ing ^ patient every day, indeed I may 
aay every hoar, and every week dunng the 
period he lived. The young gentleinan was 
ailing for three or four weeks ; for seven 
days before h» death, he was ont in the 
carriage, and from that time he wai con* 
fined to bed, and then, I aay, he had no 
aymptoms of fever. 1 think it was really 
very unhandsome, to say the least of it, that 
Dr. Ramadge should have brought forward 
this snbject behind, my back; it was not 
onlf irregular, as I was not here, but 1 
think, really, that knowing well that every 
thing against me is so exaggerated in The 
Lancet, (cries of hear, .bear, order, and 
chair,) he ought not, then, to have ad* 
^>tS^8sed the Society on the aubjeot. 

Mr. G OSSET was surprised at the time, 
that Dr. Ramadge riiould make the state* 
ment^ and was more surprised at his not 
being called to order by the (3hair. He re- 
commended that the subject should be 
dropped, as he did not believe Dr. Ramadge 
mane this statement with any intention to 
annoy, or to offend Dr. Johnstone, but from 
his nQt exactly understanding tlie regula* 
tions of the Society, he proceeded with it. 

Dr. JoBNSTONB. I am perfectly satis- 
fied, and content that it should now drop. 

Dr. Ramadge rose, but . 

Dr. WiLtiAMS observed, I think it would 
be better that this matter should drop; 
however, I beg to bear testimony to the re- 
peated expressions of respect on the part 
of Dr. Ramadge towards Dr. Johnstone, 
and though it may appear, that at that pe- 
riod he may have been irregular, I om sure 
that Dr. Ramodge did not intend any per* 
gonal offence. 

Dr. Ramadgb. 1 appeal to the gentle- 
men who are here, and who were here at 
the time, whether 1 said that 1 my self had 
hild it from a relative of the deceased 1 1 
mentioned that I Itad heard from a gentle- 
man who heard from a relative of the de* 
ceased, that fever was not present; and 
s^atis stated in T»e Lancet is perfectly 
eorrecL 

of acaijititti, ^ P«W«, the 

opinion of the Spcltty on what piodncad 
death in some of tborjaceot oasrii of tearla* 
tina, where patienm had sunk ao l^wa^y. 
He enuwsersied pattiaultirty two aaaaa? 
where both the patwats, twd of tbafinaat 
children he had eyi>r soon In ode family, 
died within about five days* In the jpoat* 
mortem examinatioit ^at ha mima^ ha had 
been able to deteei hQ^| 


any of die viscera, to aocemit lor death; 
he therefore concluded, the norvoas itrdc* 
ture m)|y was affected ; and that death must 
have ariMn from tlmt. He lamented to dud, 
that scarlatina was very prevalent at pre* 
sent, and extremely fatal, in spite of the 
most judicious treatment. 

Dr. Ramadge had found acariat&na idso 
extremely destructive of life. He was Is* 
dined to apply leeches to the throat in the 
first instance, followed by targe poulrices, 
to keep the bowels open, to sponge the 
body with vinegar and water, to make use 
of mercurial medicme and stismlanta. He 
did not think gorges, in the inflamed state 
of the throat, of use ; warm water was the 
simplest and heat gargle. He likewise re- 
commended a tea^apoonfaV of the infurion, 
of roses, with a Httle ayrop, frequently* 

Mr. Proctor had generally carried his 
patients through ; and he thought soaxlatina 
ought to be treated according to the strength 
of Uie patient, and very much upon the 
principle tlmt would be adopt|d by a judi- 
cious practitioner in any other case of mver, 
where the nervous system was oonsideiihly 
affected. In some cases blood might, and 
in some it might not, be abstraoted. llie 
last season produced more fatality than usual 
in the neighbourhood wliere he resided. 
One very strong man, who had a sudden 
attack of jaundice, was bled, and soon after- 
wards became partly delirious ; in less than 
36 hours from the appearance of the dis- 
ease, he expired. Dr. Chomelly had in- 
formed him, that five cases of the same kind 
had fallen to bis lot, three of which he had 
carried through with stimuli. 

Dr. Ryan bad had considerable opportu- 
nity of witnessing scarlatina. In one house, 
two children died suddeuly, the one five, 
and the other seven years old. Leeches to 
tlicr throat, and treatment very similar to 
that recommended by Dr. Ramadge had 
been had recourse to. A third child in the 
same house became jiffected, which the pa- 
rents refused to be allowed to be treated in 
the same manner, but gave wine, and ap- 
plied sinapisms to the feet ; he got #eU. 
There were cases in which it was imp(MSsi« 
ble to save the patients* Stimulating treat- 
ment seemed to have been the favourite in 
ahmeat times ; and he was inclined to reyort 
to the decoction of bark, wine, and aina- 
pismstoUte feet. 

Mr, GoasET had found great benefit from 
using the subcarhtmate of ammonia. 

Mr. SAtMtON regarded the chloride of 
iims in the shape of a gargle as a very ex- 
cellent remedy ; half a diochm of the chlo- 
ride o#^ltme to a pint of water, injected 
into Urn stomach. In some of the severe 
oases, the. ulceration went down tlirougfaout 
the mucous membrane, not only of the ato- 
aaflcbj bdt of the kteriinea j end he heff 
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fyad of tbe c3ilo»i(lo taiti tiko 

«M«e«di»|;}y jMnrtieeibk* 

Mf. AiBWiLL hi4 wstOBiMd tuiprifiBg 
iMOlil miitg tiie ialbarboatte-of m- 
wmiMJ MtftmaUeodedtoiba itateofdie 
b^it^ put tti« cbiM into tbe wtm Utk, 
wlik imna ntOstitdv «ad gat« 

^ aukOfliMUte) ttOt oonfiniag kimielf to 
my pMtifidar form Of it. He hi^ freqaentiy 
fineo l# or 15 miftine of the iif»nhn amiM- 
Nje«nNiOtiei| to ^ peppermint or eirop. 
Ho looottioettdedrUf'kt pooltitei , eonsisii&g 
of tkreo parts of Hnseed meal end one of 
teOgtaid»lo be oppHed to the neck , by which 
be - had fees cluldren relieved from a state 
of ahneet certain soiocatioiii In more le* 
verb attadts, more ootive remedies were 
MOessliy ; bat he hid not, for the last three 
or foui^bw*) employbd leeches. 

Mr.l laowM had never employed the Ian- 
Obt to inUmts ; he might have availed him* 
self of the use of leeches. He objected to 
bUsters remaining (m infants, so long as to 
occasion ma^ slimulating irripition, . by 
which sloagbing might be induced. He 
considered an ounce of the sirup of rhoedos, 
with IS drops of muriatic acid, an excel- 
lent linotos for children. He had never given 
ammoiiia. He preferred the tepid to the 
warm hath. If he wished to give stimu- 
lants, he should prefer wine to ammonia. 

Mri WftAt regretted that tlie object for 
which he had introduced the discussion, 
had not been attended to. He wished to 
have ’'id tlie morbid symptoms, if Viuy had 
been explained, by which death had been 
canted, and these had entirely been passed 
over. For his own part, he esteemed bleed- 
ing t very valuable remedy. 

A Mxmbeh, whose name we did not 
aaoertain, expressed his opinion, that there 
most be something peculiar in the season, 
which ilone could account for the groat 
mortaUty that hod prevailed of late in cases 
of scarlatina and other fevers. He had lost 
eases without being able to account for death 
in any other way. On dissection, he had 
discovered nothing. 



CAsii or ST. vim’ dancs yaoK aw 

EXTRAOnpiNARY CAUSE. 


Ifjf Edward, HarrisonvM.D, 

Mrs. Brabins, mtat. cboot $0, of a thin 
spare habit, was the mother of seyersl chil- 
dren. She had through Ufb in/ayed 
ceUent health, the consequence of her tem- 
perate and methodical habits. April Uhl, 
ISlif, she was seized with irregular motions 
of the superior extremities ; they kept in- 
creasini for several days, when the infanov 
bceantb liimlarly affected. Her aUmpf tor 


I ptfrkm «ttf ki&d tifmsk, itti b^cklty to 
cottvey mbit ok drink to the month, WM 
; attosdbd with eonstodt mittafces, which ml* 

: dom Miiiil to exbito the langhttr of by« 
standerik and in she geimmlly took 
her pari. She eotfld ndt direet bbr iteps in 
going 'ftom' one place to anothel, m as to 
^oceed directly to the spot * One of the 
teet drived, and made a sort of semlciN 
coltr tarn in waging. She oon tinned in 
this state, with seareely any hltertiion, tit 
the following June, When she expired rather 
Bttddenly. 

The next morning, my foiend Dr. Veitch, 
of Horncastle, and 1, were suffered to 
examine the headr On removing the skuH; 
we found the dura mater looking flabby and 
very pale, as did the tunica iracbnoidea and 
pia mater. There was an unnspal quantity 
of moiftiire lying between these seveial 
membranes. The brain, when Out in* , 
[appeared extremely pale, but was of the 
usnal consistence. On laying opeh the ven- 
jtricles, we found them distended with a 
I fluid, which was nearly pellucid. A large 
quantity of the same kind of liquid flowed 
freely, and, in great abundance, out of 
tbe thecB-spinalis. The chord and its mem- 
branes, as fsr as we could tn^ce them 
tbroQgh the foramen magnum, presented a 
similar hue to that of the cerebrum, and its 
involocra. No other morbid appearances 
were discovered, though we carefully ex- 
amined the different parts of the brain and 
its membranes. As we were not prepared 
to meet with any preternatural quantity of 
fluid in the skull, or spinal tube, we incau- 
tiously Buflfered some of it to escape upon 
the floor. We could not, therefore, mea- 
sure the quantity lodged in the brain and 
theca, but we were of opinion that it did 
not amount to less than six ounces, and pro- 
bably considerably more. She retained her 
faculties almoat to the very last ; indeed,' 
;the day previous to her death, she was 
thought better; and it was, upon some 
sudden motion, either in rising from her 
I bed, or from the night-chair, that she ex- 
pired. She had always been considered 
(what is called) a nervous person ; but from 
regular habits, of every description, she wits 
unusually healthy, and remained free from 
I complaint at lier advanced years, till the 
1 period above alluded to; and she bad not 
beeu in Ute hidbit of toking «my ntodicihe, 
excepting, pcoaaienrily^ i littk aperi«|t 
iteototoy. 

E ■■ . ..7 .. 

; the secession of idfopathio chorea after 
pohefty is, as Ilur ^ ^ know, of very r«to 
occurre^. It is p Itsewto of early jrffotb, 
andgeaexaUy iinishefton the full 
,iiiMt of the contritoUoo. Nosologists dhto 
’ it'-'to 
have 
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iT(i m Mf } %i ^ f^iod ifefl 
tte tp Itilfpr froip 

under ordippi^ cilPttBiitfnieei* We there- 
fppe pieeun^ to lepect* thet 4 preannt 
iueianoe the cps^eiet did i^todiginete in 
the ueuel wAj^ hdt ie the teioue depa4ite« 
within the hrein eiid spine. Thst extrsneous 
matters lodged in the theca npinaUn ioduce 
very diatreaeing nerapua ajuiptonig, we 
know from Uie foriper and the following 
casea» aa also froea aeother pablished by Mr. 
Cheviljer.* In the last, a girl, fourteen 
yeans old, cotnplained of great anguish in 
hex hack, which waa aggravated on aitting 
lip. nThe**^ pain kept increasing for sea eral 
days* Afiei an unusually seme att^k, 
^e mother thought ahe discovered a alight 
projection of the spinous proceafies, in the 
liptahar vertebrw. “ I was sent for,” says 
Chevalier, fV but could discover nothing 
inline hack that was not natural, nor was 
any particular pnin excited by pressure. 
The effort to ait up distressed her rnuch. 
On the following morning, to my great sur- 
prise, 1 was informed that, early in the pre- 
ceding evening, she complained of a sudden 
and violent increase of pain, and* immedi- 
ately became convulsed ; when the convul- 
sions had continued five hours, she expired. 
1 examined her body in the presence of 
Mr. .Tolmson, of Mortimer-street. There 
were no traces of disease in the brain, or in 
any of the thoracic or abdominal viscera. I 
found the cavity of the spinal canal, close 
to the seat of tlie paju, filled with extrava- 
sated blood, whichi from its florid odour, 
must have been arterial, and which covered 
the whole of the cauda eipuna.” Tlie seat 
of the pain naturally leads to a supposition, 
that the effusion took place from a blood- 
vessel situated within the lumbar tube, 
where, by irritating tiie spinal cord, it ex- 
cited (he fatal convulsions, 

(To be continued.) 


OtASGOW EOYAL INFIEMARY. 


AVOi>»*l> Of TUB VOaTBniOU TIBIA t A»TEBV. 

JimK aged t$, ^aa ada^tted 

unfte the care i^Mr. Cuwau (^an. fll), wiw 
a wsiiiod situaied over, aud * We .w the 
outer aide of the ri|;ht equalUn|: the 
aiae of a crown. An incisidii had been uiade 
directly afterwards, afl mch a»d a h^ in 
length, and atits junotiohl»f.Mh , the orl|:W 
vifoued, was a ligature ;^laoed .od aome 

4ir|de4 vanel, i;i»o ipoaa^ jrM 




cpi^Um, ao ae to keep ||i edgea wl4e^ 
aeparate. There was also in 0 OBiu|f ^ 
terhd blood. The wound had bfen inllhMied 
three weeks before bis admiiid<^ eel iwi 
followed by vitdent arterial hwenorrhagey li 
waant Ifsegth checked by preaaure, btt> uot 
oomidetely *, for, during the aucceediag H 
days, it had recurred twice% Om (he |?lh 
January a ligature was applied, but at^iroei* 
ly with more success, ibr, a# has been aaid# 
blood atiU continued to oosf flrom the wound 
on bis admiasion. A pad was applied# 10 le 
completely to restrain the bleeding, and 
six dxaclws of the sulphate of maflitesia 
given internally. following day himor^ 
rhageto a considerable extent took place# 
from a vessel in the situation of t)ie pcHiter 
nor tibial, which was secured. On the 
28th, bleeding again took, place, and on 
removing the dressings, the ligature waa 
found detached. Since this ocoorroace, the 
case has gone on favourably. 


BEMOVAL OF AN AZ>tP0-SABfC0MAT0U8 
TUMOUR. 

Mrs. Kyle, aged 6t, was admitted into 
the Hospital hy Dr. Couper on. the .25th of 
January, with a large pendulous tumour on 
the outer aspect of the superior third of the 
thigh. It measured eleven inches in length, 
and nineteen in circumference. The tumour 
itself w'as firm and lobulaced, and was but 
loosely attached to the subjacent parts. At 
its most inferior* part, there was angles- 
rated opening of inconsiderable size, the cen- , 
tre of which was occupied by a brownish 
slough, and from this a thin. sanies waa dis- 
charged. The patient said the tumour was 
the seat of occasional pain, which was most 
severe aud frequent during the night. The 
veins of the thigh and leg were varicoa^,. 
Her health had also been declining fur 
some time; her appetite had become im- 
paired, her tongue white, and pulse lOQ, 
Her bowels were regular. 

The tumour first made its appearance 
about sixteen years ago. At that time ij^ 
was loose, and gave her no uneasiness; 
but four years after, when it had attained 
the idae of an orange, it became affected 
wi^ shooting pains, since which it had gra- 
dually, but constantly increased. «A year 
before she came into the hospital, the akin 
broke at its moat depending part, and, for 
tbrei^ months, a thin ichorous fluid was dis* 
charipd. It ultimately coased, but after- 
ward ulcerated, and Bome lime after tliree 
pounds ef blood were lost, before bleeding 
could be checked. Since this occurrence, 
the ahop^ paks were more frequent and 
severe* 

2$. The tiimoer was removed tp-doy, by 
a longitu^nal inciaton on each side 
mow to, gnd parallel withj^ the 
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wttbiidedtoRi a first-rate natttical atyl^ 
Tlie wouad wa% afterwards dressed with 
adMve platter and a bandage. The iu- 
mottr weighed fire pounds nine ounces. 

Febi 7. The wound has been repeatedly 
dfoteed, and looks farofirably. To'day there 
was a copious discharge of healthy pus. 
Two ligatures, which 

daf before, were reroored without difncuUy, 
The wound, whieh covers a space equal to 
the extended hand, was dressed with straps 
wad a bandage. She was ordered nounsh- 
ingdiet. 

WlCaOSIB OP THE tibia— AMPUTATIOK. 


ATohiWd MMSuitjte. aged 46. «d 
nutted by Dr. Cooper, Feb. UtU. At the 
upper and anterior part of the right knee 
joint, there was a laree, foul, ulcerated sur- 
taoe, wHcU extended downwordt to eeren 

inohea along tbenbia. “** ““.H* 
ulcerated .orface, there »**'**°"®'' 

coreted with thick tenacious matter, in 
which the tibia was seen blnckand necrosed. 

It eria quite aoft and fSable, the probe 
naning eanly into its sotoance. From 
Li owning there was diachatged a conm- 
derahle quantity of tliin ichorout dutd. The 
leg was of natural warmth, but the foot was 
«Sd and oedematoua. ■ 

He states, that fourteen yeata before, he 
was atruck on the upper part of the knee 

joint, which •ft''”'""*' ^ 
Jamiation was subdued, but confirmed an- 
chylosis took plsce. It IS at I;*"*' 

but gsee him Uttle uneasinew. till Decem- 
ber fast, whan the joml »“d the upper part 
of the leg became affected 
tammation. The akia over the tiWa AWly 
nfwrwards broke, which was followed by a 
coptou. di.ch.rge of thin 
extension of the ulcetaUon. 
ping of January, several pounds 
iStoed its sutfece. I he patient was 

riX-rsf'rx-K 

eight^ ounces of wt m 

Couper removed' thfeHinb 

gar-sa.."K 5 r 


inch, or pernaps ■ --- 

jtor was now put <>®» 
through. The femoral artery wat imme- 
idiately Ued. hut some time was occupied in 
'applying ligatures on otber three vHieu» 

IwhiJh, from the weak and emaciated sUte 
lof the patient, had ceased to bleed, end 
' were more difficult to secure. The lyjegu- 
ments were now brought over the face of 
1 tlie stump, and the usUal dressings applied. 

‘ While doing this, some cate was necessary 
to keep the surfaces of the Wound nceurate^ 
\]y togettier, from retrac^oh of the skm. ^ 

' ^ When the roan was removed, the limb 
was dissected. It seemed a wmolcte mass 
' of disease. The tibia immediately beneath 
the joint was necrosed to a considerable 
extwt. The joint was completely aneby- 
losed, requiring considerable force to effect 
the slightest movement. The cartilages 
were almost entirely absorbed. 


VISTULA 1» ANO*, 6TETUO8C0PIC IOHORANC*. 

Daaid M‘Urdy, »tat.*l, dyer, *«» 

[ ted on the 29th Dec., labourmg under fistu a 
in ano ; four years since had an abscess lu site 
i of present opening, which was punctured and 
shortly after healed ; about five mon^s ago 
observed a discharge from anus, which has 
1 since conUmied; general ^'eaUh goo.l: oi- 
' dered half an ounce of castor oil imraediatelj , 
i which produced one stool. Fistula was laid 
'opaa »u th» 4th Feb., after which he h^ 

' griping nod uneasiness iu bowels, on 7th, 
had a Vigour, since which has been feverish 
and uneasy, with severe pain in back and 
1 testicles j pulse 90 ; tongue whitish ; thirst, 

'uriae high i 

Vxfi, which presented a huffy coat. 11^ 
5ain in testicles end other feyensh 
wntinuing, the hip batb. with a piU of cafo^ 
mel and ojikm, was ordered to be given m 
itbeevening. which had^the effect of ^ytng 
^ pain and Foducing profowpwspf*^^ , 
^ 15a Hadarisput} 
clcs; fewer ptH of wmen ^fttiv 
i ptnitfe, botnotpM^ 

SJ^’cleaner! H 

' abdomen, tdtef 



in t]t« WiUi Uie exception of j 

^elln a sltg^iibeeest om left 

lilpt irbkh wi^ pancturei no other tjrinp- 
ton^e oecnmd until the t^dth, when he was 
attacked with frequent coagl)» accompanied 
byliloody expectoittion, for which he was 
ordered a blister to breast* and cough mis- 
ture. DehilUy gradually iacreaaingy died 
dh the *ath. 

Seftw eadamu* 

The ahseeiies oyer hip had contracted to 
n small aiae ; the colon was found distended 
with air, and the abdominal viscera perfectly 
free from disease ; the right lung adhered 
ex||nsiyely to the walls of the thorax, and 
wuh the exception of a portion of its an terior 
part, was either totally hepatiied or entering 
into a state of purulent infiltration. Mr. 
Cowan mentioned at the post-mortem exsmi* 
nationi that his attention had been completely 
l^dned to the state of the abdominal vis- 
cera, never having suspected disease in the 
hjhgs, though declaring at the same time, 
that patients labouring under fistula in ano 
were very obnoxious to pulmonary com- 
plaints, If he were aware of the liability of 
Such complaints, why was not the attention 
directed, at an earlier period, to the slate of 
the lungs 1 WJiy not avail himself of the 
stethoscope, of the use of which, he declared 
JUmulf perjMy igm'ant^ What apology has 
a surgeon, filling a public situation, for such 
ignorance, and that too, when it could be so 
easily remedied, in this instance, by trans- 
ferring a portion of the servile obeisance paid 
to the practice of Lisfrauc and Dupuytren, 
to that of Laennec 1 

coupouND ynACTunE; improve© plan of 

f TREATMENT, 

James Birney. mtat. 30, labourer, a* man 
hf intemperate habits, was admitted Jan. 7, 
virith compound fracture of right leg, in 
which both bones are fractured ; the tibia 
l&id bare to extent of two inches j two de- 
tached portions were extracted, and about 
nhuarter of an inch of its upper shaft sawed 
til^ after which, the edges of wound were 
b^^ht together and splintG applif d. The 
patient was in a higher degree of excitement 
could have been produced by the 
qllimiity of wine be received previous to 
. heslth good ; ordered s 

nf CalW^ii opium tmmedistsly, and 
Wliinrtic'h^lW in the morning ; aftw which 
tWpatfent in a condition 

ai.nniuM-be W when 

of whiclt, it 

'tv^^WWtSoessaiy.'to dress the ‘leg. for 
^e» Tibia is still expnj^, though 

:• part of 

‘^Hulntioof ; ' discharge ; modef sl^ i4^ 
' ii|g» pulse' had’ ■sitipitef^.froiBi 

No. S08 


CffigPODND FRACTUEE.-BCRN. Wl 

S5. Dianhoe, md griping tocom^ai^id 
with tenderness of abdomen, on pressure, 
but, wddeh was partially relieved by opium. 
Leg dressed, after which, it not ^ being very 
accurately fixed, he was desired rather 
rougldy to *Mumhis foot.’* ( Who ever heard 
of jk man with a fractured leg being desired 
to turn his foot 1 Oh! spirit of Mr. Pott, 
what would you exclaim on seeing such 
treatment 1) Calomel end opium were or- 
dered in large doses, with a blister to abdo- 
men, which had no effect in relieving 
diarrhoea. , 

28. Ug dressed; discharge healthy ; no 
bony union ; whieffappeared to be preTcnted 
in a great degree by the leg being alWays 
raised from its pillow, during the dressing, 
Feb. 2. Diarrhoea continues ; complains 
of debility ; countenance sharp and anxious ; 
pulse 100 ; tongue dry ; wound dressed ; 
discharge healthy ; upper shaft of bone pro- 
truding ; medicine continued, with the ad- 
dition of sulpb. quinine, during the day. 

6. Slight cough ; no pain in chest; expec- 
toration sinks in water ; wound as before. 

7. Patient left the bouse, having the fool- 
hardiness to believe that sound chirurgi- 
cal” might be had elsewhere than within 
the wfdls of a hospital. 


BURN. 

Mary M^Cosh, astat. 40, a woman of in- 
temperate habits, was admitted on the 2d 
Feb«, with severe bum, extending over the 
integuments of "face, right side ofiisiieok, 
greater part of thorax, and coosidersble part 
of right arm and shoulder. U'he left bond 
and forearm, and anterior parts of left knee 
are also scorched and slightly vesicated. 

4. Violent delirium during the night, with 
tremor ; pupils contracted ; tongue furred ; 
thirat ; bowels open ; pulse 116 ; fou* ounces 
of alcohol during the day, 

3. Constant delirium continued until the 
6th, when she fell asleep. 

9. Involuntary motions ; sores dressed; 
slough undetached; slight purulent dis- 
charge ; medimnes continued. The symp- 
toms remaining unabated and the debility 
increasing she expired or. the 16th, 

Scftio cadaiHM is. 

Serous exlmlation over the hemispheres 
of . brain, witii a collection of bloody serum 
in ; basis cranii ; partial hepatisation of 
right lung, of long standing ; two or three 
small abscesses under integuments of abdo- 
men ; liver in some parts cartilaginous. 

It was menrioned, at the post-mortem ex- 
amination, tUa| the patient had been bled 
after her adgilssion ; the delirium icemens 
with which slie was affected being deemed 
tUtefiicta of cerebral cougeBtion. Query! 
fi it usual to bleed patients affected with 
severe and extehMve burn 1 W by was not 
tppli«4l 

3 A 



in HOSPITAL 


THE LANCET. 

Londmt Salurdetyf Mmh 7 , 1839 . 

■ A Mbhicjil JouBNAi bas recentlj be«ii 
eatabliabed at Paris, under the title of La 
Lanceite fmfaise ; the Editors of which state, 
that in the conduct of thejjr publication thej 
will be governed by the same principles of 
impartiality and independence which charac* 
tbritje the English Journal whose design8>| 
tion they have adopted ; and that one of their i 
mun objecti is to present the Medical Pro< 
fession in Prance with faiUiAil reports of 
cases occurring in the public hospital. 
Hitlierto, reports of hospital cases have, for 
the most part, been transmitted to the 
Editors of French Medical Journals by the 
hospital phyaicians and surgeons them* 
selves, and the con|mq[aence has been that 
no reliance could be pieced on the fidelity of 
the reporters. It is not necessary to resort 
to thei'«vidious supposition that the French 
hUipital functionaries aland lower in point of 
honour and morality, than persona holding 
similar situations in other countries ^ in oi^er 
to account for the system of garbling and 
xmsrepr^entatiOB, which, it seems, has long 
notoriously prevailed in the reports of hospi- 
tal cases, as published in the French jour- 
nals. it is a law of human nature, fdbich 
moiit] men diseorer and act upon without 
the help of Puffekdort, or Grotios, that 
wherever they have the uncOatrolled power 
of praiaing or censuring thrimselvea, tliey 
will geherally give themseUei l^e full bene- 
fit of riiirif ownapprohitlon, isnd avoid gii^ 
unnecessaiy prominence to uhfilvour^le 
particulars, or, in bther words, luppreH 
vvhiitever may tend to Injure ^err e^ In- 
terests and reputation, Hence the pt^ica- 
tion of hoepital reports by hoepilal ^yt{iGf{Ctui 
and surgeons themselves, tssdf, #secsiifilyy< 
to fulaimeH in the seMon of cases kid 
before the puMlci and, for tie noil pHttiloi 


i partial repreiehlatioft of Ad fictia^.the 
osaes selected. Even in the beet cei^ncted 
hospitals errors must be dcedsibnellir com- 
mitted, hut ad man will voluntarily hec^e 
the historian of hii own hlnnden ; and riie 
amount of fraud practised on the profession 
and tlie pnblio, by tlie auppreasion or 
misrepresentation, of cSaes; which timt 
exist to me extent, even on the most 
favourable aupposition|Willbe less or great- 
er in proportion as the hospital fanctibn- 
arieaare more or less competent to discha%e 
their official duties. In ibis country, where 
the system under which hospital pktrdnage 
k diatributed afiforda no security for the 
competency of the peTiooe appointed lo 
discharge tlie duties of hospital surgeons 
and physicians, and where we find a single 
individual able, by dint of corrupt infiu- 
eoce, to quarter his whole family upon 
two charitable inititutiout, to the exclusion 
of men of vigorous infellect and unpatro- 
niaed talent, what would be the result if 
the profession and the public had no other 
recordi of hospital proceedings to look to, 
except awh as were* supplied by tlm partiei 
who are interested in concealing their own 
inefficiency 1 We are not left to conjecture 
thecona^neOee, for the experiment which 
has aetually been made by some of the hes-' 
pital iurgeoni,bae enebled sudi rnemben of 
the profession, at their lucubrations have 
reached, to eatimate the degree of honesty 
and impartiality with which they have 
recorded their own professibnat explbita. 
It will .be reeoHectod that, et die hie trieli 
we excited from the iiitmth of Mr. Baobtt, 
:in the witnesi-box, an admiision tbsft hS) 
and foale other hospital surgeoes, haSlettffi- 
SCribed to pay fibs eXpenini of a poMiee- 
tton, which gave' them ett opportuftky of 
bicbmitog their ’ own iwnS|yrtllte, ‘ttfi of 
paying weekly Wnege to their 6wa per- 
focttdBi. We cwB ia^ 
nphi-'^ihii mlaikildn 

mm wlidh k sepj^ to our 'henda, ll a 
|MSit|« of Shr Jam& Soairunth 



^ SMUGGLING OF BATS. 


I l»%ny ptherp in O^e 

IpapL^ pnBepSl^n’s Ad4rea8 to tUe lury, 
pISords AU of t|e curious infelicity 

1R*44 W tended to 

Btrei^tUea lAe ww yf^hicU he in- 
gtrnptedi and, peradrejiture, paid, to oppose. 

** What, if in the law in every aasize 
town, persons yireie employed to publish 
tiie fame of their own particular efforts, and 
dot to allow that fair competition in a court 
of justice, to •determine who is the advocate 
t^s public should emplp}r, but to give it out, 
jbeforehand, by suppresaiou and false repre- 
sentation, would not that destroy the honour 
of the b«r« and would it not tend still more 
to de|;rade that honourable profession, if 
among themselves persons were found capa- 
ble of mtd&ing reports of their own exhi- 
bitions I Such a tiling cannot happen in the 
profession to which 1 belong, but it has an 
example in the medical profession.” 

We may obssrse hetSi that before any! 
conclusions cjim be fairly drawn as to the 
degree of aiumadversjoa ^ which the per- 
sons styling themselves the he^s of the 
medieal professipu ought to be subjected, 
.from the mtmoex ip which the public are 
enabled to judge of the abilities of gentle- 
jpen practising, at the bar, it must first he 
ieen whether there is aay thing parallel in 
She state of the two professions. What, if 
Sir JsMKS ScAaLSTT were able to. piooure 
silk gowns for half a scope of h|s nephews 
and immediate connexions, would .not such 
a fact of itself raise a strong presumption, 
,that there was some tiling radically corrupt 
.in the system under which the honours of the 
legal proCsesion were distributed I Wjio ever 
.heard of a fsmny pifcle ; pf litog's counsel, 
m what power has evsn the highest law 
jOfficer of the. Crown to copfer pre^emineat 
^ul. itithm upon hid , relatives ^d. con- 

^srdUms'l Sir JAm» ScAnnsTT orndd hard- 
ly base laPea upon a vomre fornihl^ 

Ihm of the diderencs between a pmfesiion 
in which, the aole slji^ to dis$inmioa is |UT 
|t<U^r sbiMy*. fmd.a profeasioa irherf joff 
4ctal statiimis iweeunsd hy £amU^Mu#oee 
widflk'hi, 


m 

Bsavsby Coopsr. In the profession of 
the law, the race can only he won by the 
strongest ; in that of medicine, the weakest 
are smuggled up to the goal at the na^ment 
when those who rely upon their own exer- 
tions receive the signal for starting. We 
believe there is hardly an instance on re- 
cord, in which a lawyer, who has distin- 
guished liiniBelf in his profession, has seen 
a son or relative acquire honours in the 
same career ; a*^proof of the condition upon 
which alone honours in that professjion are 
j to b© obtained. But what h the case in the 
medical profession 1 In two of our principal 
charitable institutions for the relief of the 
sick, we find a aingle individual openly 
avowing, that the official situations are all 
held by himself and his immediate con- 
nexions. We find Sir Astixy Cooper, and 
his nephew Tyrbsll, and his nepliew Key, 
and hU nephew Bransbe, and bis godson 
Gr£En, and his apprentice Morgan, and 
his apprentice Travers, aUfloorishing upon 
the same stalk at Guy’s and St. Thomas’s 
Hospitals ! Under such a systeip^, as this, 
is it surprising that medical iciesee should 
be at a lower ebb in this country, than in 
any other country in Europel Under such 
a system as tliis, is it surprising tliattbe 
degradation to which the medical profession 
has so long submitted in tills country, should 
have influenced the estimate whidh men of 
science on the Continent are disposed to 
make of the character and pretensions of £n- 
glisli medical practitioners 1 Of what mate- 
rials, it is natural for the uninitiated to ai^, 
must that profession be composed, of which 
nephew Tyrrell, and nephew |Cry, and 
aeplmw Bransby, are the heads 1 Tlie 
system speaks for itself; and Sir James 
ScAnLETT, one would tliink, most have 
lohackled iaternally at the giossness of the 
sophistry by which a jury of merchants 
oonld be persuaded, .tliat there was the 
smallest autdogy between the means by 
wlpch honours, are obtained in the profes- 
•fism of the and tboaa by whifih nmys 
3 Aif 
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itDd uoocllefl ard smuggled into office in 
the medical profession. There are other 
reasons, perhaps, which may account for the 
good understanding which subsists among 
lawyers, besides tlrat which is founded upon 
the result of free and 'open compctitiou. 
Next to the odium thioiogicum, the wrangling 
among members of the medical profession 
lias been hnmemorially noted for its acri* 
mony; but lawyers have been likened to 
Swiss mercenaries, who get too much by the 
quarrels of other parties, to lose time and 
money by engaging in quarrels among 
themselves. 

The Galenist and Paracelsian 
Condemn the way each other deals in ; 
Anatomists dissect and mangle. 

To cut themselves out work to wrangle ; 
But lawyers are too wise a nation 
T’expose their trade to disputation. 
They have no interest in the cause, 

For wliicht’ engage, and urge the laws, 
Nor further prospect than their pay, 
Whether they lose or w’iu the day. 

This, it must be admitted, is rather a 
vulgar, comraon*place view of a profession, 
the members of which, as Sir James Scar* 
LETT has assured us, are honourably dis- 
tingoishad from commercial ** hirelings,** 
who are sordid enough to receive money in 
exchange for their labour j it is, however, 
the view <y( a poet, and of a poet whose 
wit, and fancy, and unrivalled power of 
making human learning subservient to the 
illustration of human folly, will excite ad- 
miration, when even Sir James Scarlett, 
and his Poor Bill, shall be utterly for- 
gotten. 

Among the hospital surgeons there is one 
singularly-gifted individual, who, if wo may 
judge frok the display of iuteUectual power 
which he made when he delivered the celo- 
hrsted Oysterian Oration, would derive but 
little benefit from the privilege pf repotting 
hU own cases. This eminent person has 
threatened, it seems, to withdraw Itia cdttp*' 
tenance from the pio^asion, if ita metabera 
should continue to manifest that horrid pro- 
diVeetion for Tax Lamcet, which the en- 


lightened orator indignonUy deiicmnces al 
one of ^be most awful signs ef tlie times. 
Sir Antiion T Cahlisle complains tb(U he 
has not received that treatment hi our hands 
to which his age, hia knigUdrood, and his 
oratorical acquirementB, fairly entitle him ; 
and we are free to confess, that, guoad orator, 
we humbly conceive Sir Anthony to be 
the most unmitigated ass that ever disgraced 
the character, and exhausted the patience of 
the profession, Eslimatiog his intellectual 
size by the Oysterian Oration, we know Oj- 
nothing low enough in the animal or vege* 
table kingdoms which we should not dis* 
parage by likening to the capabilities of Sir 
Anthony : judging of him by the Oysterimi 
Oration, we should have no hesitation in 
saying, that he stands confessed the Therai* 
tes, the jack-pudding, the wooden spoon, 
the boots, of the medical profession. This is 
our honest opinion of the sayings of Sir 
Anthont; but as to his doings, we will 
pledge ourselves that on the few occasions 
on which it hasbeen necessary to notice themt 
(for let it be borne in mind that be visits but 
twice a week the hospital of which he is 
one of the appointed surgeons,) these have 
been faithfully recorded in the pages of this 
Journal. He has not ventured to point out 
any inaccuracy in our reports from the 
Westminster Hospital, and until he does 
so, we shall not notice the impotent twaddle 
which fell from him, on a late occasion, 
further than by observing, that hi is the last 
I person in the world who has a right to com* 
plain of the licentiousness of the press, 
seeing that be bat had the indecency to 
propose that obstetric practice tbrongboot 
the kingdom should be irantferred to the 
[ wives and daughters of medital men } iki 
[the biseoeis, at far ai in him lay, to sow 
the aeedf of dotnestie mUety, nod to nrin 
,the peace of ihmiliea, by iniinuating thnt 
iecoufibentt were in the eonatant habit of 
I oomnnUing tlie foulest and most atroctmia 
moliiimM of tlmcOaftdeAeofe|Mi^ in iboOl* 
•1 <lNi^|etpo0k k an bbsmauon whhdi hi 
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reported to have been made by Mt. OoTHniE, 
at the Westminster Hospita], we b^are but 
one word to add. That geatlcmui, in al^ 
Ittding to a case of strangulated hernia, in 
which he had tlie misfortune to burst, or 
cut, the patient’s intestine, in endeavour- 
ing to return the gut into the abdo- 
men, seems to think it essential to his 
reputation to state, that he expressed his 
fears, at the time of the operation, " that 
the texture of Uie gut could not withstand 
^le force necessary to restore it into the 
abdomen,” The substantial question is, 
w'liether so much violence ought to have 
been used, and not whether Mr. Guthrie 
correctly foretold the consequences of that 
violence. There are no prophets more 
dangerous than those who have the power 
of fulfilling their own vaticinations. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

February 28, IB29. 

Dr. A. T. Thomson, in (he Chair. 

nUFFINESS OF BLOOD — NEW THEORY. 

Dr. Gregory introduced to the Society 
the subject which hud been so often postpon- 
ed. It was one which he considered worthy 
their atlenlion.and related to the well-known 
appearance of biiffiuess in blood. Of nil the 
important topics connected with medicine, 
there was not one, perhaps, on which the 
minds of mcuical men were less clear ; it 
came daily under their notice, and yet no 
ideas could be more indisiinct than those they 
entertained on the subjeot ; their reasouing 
was loose, and their speculations were vague, 
and it certainly deserved a bolter considera- 
tion than hod yet been given it. Hebberdine, 
in 1762, had gone ao far as to ask whether 
bufty blood was a pbenomenon of sufficient 
idaportance tb excite the attention at all Tin 
Other words, Im liad osked» whetber sixy blood 
ought to be considered the index of the state 
of the body I and to this day there w'ere dif- 
ferenebs Of opinion on the question, some 
nnswering it in the affirmative, and some in 
ibe negative. He would lake o short review 
of tlie opinions whicll had from time iotimei 
listed on (he subject, and which perpetually 
contiadicted eacli other. The W 3 ic»eot!i hod 
devoted but little attention to it j Sydenbaai 
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was the first person who had given it imy 
serious attention, and he, in speaking of 
pleurisy, had laid it down as a rule, that buffy 
blood was materially couuected with disease. 
He first noticed the fact of oue cup of blood 
showing bufiinesa and another not. Then a 
new school arose, in which every thing was 
huffy blood ; and the disciples of this, so 
overloaded the doctrine wdibits importance, 
that at length it got into disrepute. More 
modern times had reduced the subject with- 
in more resonable limits, and called attention 
more to the pathology of buffy blood ; still 
the doctrines w#re so various, that they per- 
petually contradicted each other. Simpson, 
in his De re medica, asserted that buffy blood 
was owing to the blood being stagnated in 
its motion. He noticed that when a ligature 
was put on a vein, and the patient was bled 
from that vein, the blood became buffy ; from 
this fact he deduced that all buffy blood was • 
the effect of stagnation. But there were 
other philosophers who denied this alto- 
gether, and said that buffinesa was the result 
of a great rapidity in the circulation. Next 
there spread a notion that buffiness was ow- 
ing to the blood having become too glutin- 
ous ; and then Hewson rose up and said that it 
w'as because the blood was too limpid. This 
was now the more general opinion ; but there 
were some wdio said, that buffiness was ow- * 
iiig to too much fibrin, which a third }>arty 
wholly contradicted *, and thus the medical 
world had gone on from period period, 
contradicting and opposing each other, and 
involving the question in obscurity. Here 
were six theories on the subject, but not one 
of them near the truth. In fact, the pheno- 
menon was to be contemplated in a very 
different view to what had yet been taken 
of it, and it was his (Dr. Gregory’s) opinion 
that we must examine it as connected with 
its circulation. People look at buffy blood 
when it has been drawn, and form their con- 
jectures and theories upon it accordingly, 
considering that the buffiness results from 
the abstraction of the blood ; but he contend- 
ed that the pnly proper light in which to ex- 
amine it was, what were its slate and effecUi 
while circulating in the system, it was a 
remark of old authors, that the blood in tho 
spring had a greater tendency to buffiness, 
than at any other period of Urn yopar. Now 
he did not believe this. Ilia opinion was, 
that huffy blood could not circulate in tho 
body wloiout inevitably producing disease ; 
but disease did not always exist at that 
period in which it was alleged that buffiness 
was most prevalent. He should now draw 
the attention, of the Society to his views of 
Uio subject i tho basis of these was, that 
bui^’ blood was tiie-caiise of disease. Buffy 
Mood differed in its kind ; it varied in in* 
tensity ; pometimes it had very little inten- 
sity ; at Others it was highly m tense* He 
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bad wen it in all its SegreeS) end It ittA from 
personal experience that he had dtawn hia 
conclusionsii Uis ohaerTations had been 
chiedy made at the Small-Toi; Hospital, 
Now it was commonly said, that huffy blood 
wag the malt of inflammation. But if buffi- 
ness depended on an increased action of the 
system, ho^y waii'it that the blood was not 
always huffy in Binall-poz. During the 
height of pustulation, and when the inflamma- 
tory action was greatest in that disorder, there 
was no buffiness; but there came a period 
afterwards, when it was ippst prominent, 
and that too when the inflammatory action 
had really subsided \ and it was curious to 
see how decided a change in the blood oc- 
curred from that very moment. He did not 
pretend to say in what that change actually 
consisted. He could tell well enough when 
, it was huffy, hut he cquld not tell why ft was 
so. One of the first things, however, which 
might be noticed as the result of this change, 
was Uie occurrence of purulent o]d)thalmia, 
of inflammation of a purulent character about 
the eyes the moment the blood became 
huffy, that moment the eyes became nflt cled ; 
the total disorganisation of the eye first com- 
menced, and then the brain became disturb- 
' ed , the huffy blood began to circulate through 
the braia, and when it was most huffy, life 
broke down ; the brain would not hear it. 
When the brain, after these attacks, was 
piamiued,^ there were no appearances to 
acQougt feu death, but those of the existence 
of ba%. blood in it. Now the theory which 
he held ou ibis subject had been forced 
l^n his mind ; so prominent were the 
facts connected with it, that he could only 
draw; one gener^ conclusion from them— 
that buffiness was the cause of disease 
and of death. Other facts he had no 
tieed especially, were those of the state 
of the blood in rheumatism, and they all 
tended to et* Wish the same principle. He 
^88 coDvinted that, in chronjc rheumatism, 
the blood was as huffy as in acute rheuma* 
tism} and if the opinions he held were 
correct, this ought to be the case ; and so 
it was. Ha had heard people talk of me- 
tastasis in acute rbeumatism. Now he 
.asserted that this never took place until the 
•blood heesme huffy ; hut the moment it did 
jso, metastasis occurred. I'he bufiy blood 
Muetrated the heart, and it immediately 
orought on pericarditis and rheumatism of 
tlm heart, then it was that infiammatb^ 
nction commenced. He had been lately 
attending a case of acute rbeumatism, in 
which the buffiness had been carried ^ the 
highest grade of iutensily he bad ever seen. 
Now huffy blood had boen atserted to exist 
almost always in the yenous systeffli and 
very Seldom in the arteries | hut this case 
fit occurred, in Wardour Street^) was su ex- 
ception, and every cup which had /been 


taken, was deeply huffy. Hefe ^ blood 
had gofle tC the Srtarlee, and ‘;^{»ditced its 
eflecta, but not to the hraia. We often, 
talked of diminished action, and increased 
action, and spasm, in the system. Eor his 
(Dr. Gregory’s) part, he could not admit 
any of them to acconnt for disease. He. 
knew of nothing which could accounts foe 
the symptoms which appeared but the%uflVi 
ness of the blood, and it was upon this timt 
his views of disease rested. He should next 
say a few words on the subject of its cure, 
he was of opinion that there was .wanted ft 
medicine which would alter the buffiness of 
the blood, and if this could be obtained, a 
most important point would be gained. 
There was nothing for the cure of huffy 
blood—that is, for the cure of disease— but 
the means of totally eradicating the boffy 
blood from the system, ot the buffiness from 
the blood. When the In«t drop of this 
could be drawn away, then the patient 
would be well, and only then. He believed 
that colchicum, nitre, and such other medi- 
cines, were the inost complete for this pur- 
pose, in cases of rlienmatism, that had yet 
been obtained, but tliey were not fully effec- 
tual. There was wanifed some other medi- 
cine , and he should now be glad to hear the 
opiniona ofsuch members as were willing to 
discuss the subject. 

A Member, whose* name we could not 
learn, observed that Dr. Gregory bad 
omitted to take into account one cause of 
bufliness in blood in drawing his conclu- 
sions, and that was, that buffiness was gene- 
rally produced by increased heat of the 
bodyi whether disease was present or not *, 
a man, who had run with sufficient violence 
to beat himself, would always exhibit buffy 
blood. He should like to have Dr. Gregory’s 
remarks on this fact. 

Mr. Bennett would not follow Dr. Gre- 
gory through all bis arguments, but content 
himself with objecting to the new theory, 
that if we allowed ourselves to use our 
senses, instead of our imagination, we 
should find, that the attempt to discover any 
really important difference between huffy 
and healtby blood, was almost unavailable* 
There was, in fact, no physical difference 
between them. The only real diiiinctioa 
was a difference in the led colour of their 
globules. He bought there were far too 
many terms used in speaking of the hloQ^. 
Coagulahle blood had only loist the red coats 
from itt globules j in other reapcti, the Wood 
was just the same thiag, How could huffy 
hlood be the cause of disease, if it often 
existed in rude hesUh, at it did in pregnant 
womeu, In cajies of ligatures, the blood was 
ho%, aiiidyet there was no disease. If Dr. 
Oi^my wfiifl oecttstomed to read Tni Lan- 
and he (Mn Bennett) could not lay 
Dr. Gf^ory wto not, he would have found 
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sosiB time linee pn account of lome expe* bufSneps was often got rid of in the third 
riments by Mr. Viueaupon animals, exhi- cup, and yet that it often reappeared. It 
brting^bu% blood, very strongly opppsed to often liappened, also, that a first cup would 
his tl leory* I|e agreed with hiin> that if! be buffy, a seco,'^^ not, a third bui^, and a 
the globules of blood had their red fourth not. How could he explam this '? 

coats, that the blood would not support life, Yet that this was the fact, he would appeal 
and tiiat if it was sent to the lirain it would to the merest tyro that ever wielded a Isn-’ 
affect it, as in the case of black blood. This cet. Dr. Davy had witnessed, over and 
time twelve months, he had brough t forward over again, on bleeding soldiers, that in seven 
a paper on the subject of inflammation, in or eight vessels some would be baffy, and 
which he bad stated, that in the first stages others not at all so, although the diet, tern* 
of inflammation, mere serum was effiised, perature, quietness, and every thing else, 
and, finally, that the whole blood was ef- were alike. The opinions of Dr. Gregory 
fused ; and these facts were decidedly op- as to its penetration of the heart and brain, 
posed to the piesent views of Dr. Gregory, and producing iuch knocking- down effects 
S Mr. Tuombo}! inquired of Mr. Bennett, on the patient, were equally groundless, 
whether he considered Uiat blood lost its But, finally, if any proof were wanting that 
redness (the salt of iron) before bleeding or Dr. Gregory had not fully considered tbe‘ 
afterwards; he thought himself it lost it subject, although he had taken all this la- 
afterwards, and tliat this difference hud no titude of time for it, it was to be found 
effect on the circulation. in Uie opinions he had advanced as to 

Dr. Gr*]s VI LLx expressed himself deeply the cure. If “ mdicatiou" was the cure, • 
disappointed at tlie result of Dr. Gregory’s and a third cup wfts free from it, the 
communication. This was the third even* disease ought to cease ; then why did the 
ing he (Dr. Granville) had come, urged by buffiness sometimes appear again I (Hear.) 
his great desire to hear what it was Dr. In short he (Dr. Granville) considered the 
Gregory had to lay before them ; night after communication of Dr. G regory full of over- 
night he had attended with the greatest im- sights and errors, and he trusted he would 
patience, but now he thought the Society reconsider his views on the subject, 
might have been thankful to Dr. Gregory, Dr. Copland made some remarks on 
if he had told them once more, that he was the nature and size of the globules of blood, ' 
married, and could not come. The question, which he considered as verv various. He < 
however, was now fairly before them. Dr. thought the blood partook of the vitality of 
Gregory was a man of great talent and pre- the whole system ; that the appearance of 
eminent ability, but ho had expected much Uie blood was an index to the ^ate of tbe 
more from him than Dr. Gregory had given system. There was no circulation of huffy 
them that night. He particulaily consi- blood in the vessels. Inflammation often 
dered that he was deficient in his remarks existed without buffy blood, and often with 
on the physical state of the blood. He had it. In cases of febrile action, we seldom 
passed this over in the most superficial man- found buifiuess in the blood prominent, but 
ner. He ought to have given the Societv as soon as inflammation attacked the aerous 
his opinions of what buffy blood consisted, and fibrous structures, then it became buffy. 
and its effects in the circulation — the mode As to tlie cure, be thought that instead of 
in which it produced disease. He should attempting to abstract the buffy bloOd, mo- 
hare shown what was the texture and con- : derate bleeding, with large doses of de- 
. diliou of the blood, whether the blood was pressiug medicine, by diminishing the ex- 
or not a living fluid. These were the redly citemeni of the vascular system, would gain 
important questions to found a theory u^on j the proposed end more i^idly. Upon the 
and he considered, that Dr, Gregory’s views whole he thought diat 'Dr. Gregory had 
being thus deficient, were not entitled to brought forward his theory, more to show 
any attention. Drl" Granville having then his ingenuitytlian any thing else, 
disposed of one or two episodes’* in his Dr. Jobnstonx hoped ^at though six 
spUecb, impeaching the opinions of Mr. systems had fallen to the ground, the seventh 
Bennett, leturned to pf. Gtegw^ and dis- would be erected more firmly. Dr. Gre- 
putedtha ‘‘ptsctical ” portion of Pr. G re. gory had said he could distinguish bv the 
goiy’s opinions. It Was true, that •where symptoms of a patient when the blood was 
buffy blood was present, there was, gene- buf^, ' If he could really do this, he bad 
rally, disease ; but jbe should hesitate befiore made a most important discovery. The blood 
be yielded his credence to the tJieory, that was generaUy buffy in pregnant women ; 
it arose from tlm buffinesB *, and ihe more so, now he thought it fair to expect that when- 
because his erponence went to prove, that ever a lady was pregnant, Dr. Gregory 
no such thing asH% blood did circulate in could discover it by the blood, and this was 
tbe vessnls of the body. 'J'he buffinass did a highly important thing. The real qaea- 
,not exist until after it was extrsoted. Had tion, however, must be, is buffy blood the 
Dr. Gregory forgotten, that in bleeding, the . effect ox 'cause of disease 1 Dr. Gregory 
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said it was t!ie cause ; Dr, Copland, that it 
was the effect. Now, Dr. Gregofj? bad in* 
atanced saalUpox in proof of bia tiews* 
and bad said that it was a pure and 
beautiful instance of inflammatory dis< 
ease. But he (Dr. Johnstone) asserted 
that it was not. lu fevers, there was great 
excitement of the head, lungs, &c. and 
yet the blood bud no appearance of in* 
flammatioB, Tbe arguments, therefore, 
drnwn from small -pox cases were not good 
ones. He altogether disputed his condu* 
sions drawn from tbe inflammation of the' 
eye, and he considered aVo that the buf* 
finess of alternate cups of blood iu chro- 
nic and acute rheumalism, was not ac* 
counted for by this seventh theory. Facts, 
too, were opposed to the total abstraction 
of huffy blood curing disease. Hheu* 
matism was to be cured better without 
blood-letting than with. Where then went 
Dr, Gregory’s theory. And as to the sud- 
den penetration of tiie heart and brain by 
huffy blood, producing death or near it, he 
was astonished at the argument. The truth 
W'tts, that the blood must circulate through 
these equally alike stall periods of disease, 
and there were not tlie least grounds for the 
new opinions on the subject. 

Dr, Grigohv slated, that be had intro- 
duced tbe subject merely to have tbe opi- 
nions of tbe Society ; but be saw now that 
this was out of the question, for, according 
to the four gentlemen who imd spoken, buffy 
blood aetudlly did not circulate iu the system 
at all. Now, if be knew any thing whatever 
of physic— -if be knew one fact better than 
another— it was this, that the blood was dif- 
ferent at different periods in the body, and 
tiiat buffiness was one of its states, 'i'here 
were inflammatory conditions, in which no 
earthly power could obtain buffy blood; and 
there were other states, in which come it 
would, trickling down the arm, and nothing 
could prevent it. Dr. Gregory tlien reca- 
pitulated his opinions, and would not admit 
tliat they bad been refuted. 

A discussion arose as to the buffiness of 
blood in pregnant women, tlie facts connect- 
ed with which were, in a long argument, 
brought, by tbe speakers, to bear against tbe 
theory of Dr. Gregory. It was considered 
that tbe buffiness never arose out Of mere 
pregnancy, but from some specific derange- 
ment connected with it. 

Dr. Stewart inquired if Dr. Gregory 
considered that bufl'y blood was, under any 
circumstances, a pathogncmotiic sign of in- 
flammation; another member asked if its 
appearance ought to regulate the trcalment 
of disease, and whether Uie pulse was not 
a better guide. 

A MKaiBEn again referred to the fact of 
violent exercise producing buffiafsi without 
disease; add stated, tliat wbeut inan aud-; 


deniyM and injured himAel^ the Mood; Ott 
being drawn, w as not baffy«‘ 

Mr. SAKWiiL laid, that horses, o« being 
bled after exercise, always gsve bufly 
blood ; that when they bad been some time 
quiet, it disappeared. 

After a second discussion as to the else 
of the red and white globules of blood, 

Mr. Nonru expressed it as his opinion; 
that Dr. Gregory’s theory could not sur^ 
mount tbe fact, that pregnant women, who 
were in perfect hcalib, often yielded bufly 
blood. 

- Dr. Granville having taken an oppor- 
tunity to state, that he had delivered, or 
Buperintendfd the delivery, of more than 
1 2(),t)00, women. (A general laugh.) Dr. 
Johnstone having staled, that if bis memory 
did not fail him, he hud seen an artery 
yield buffy blood— and the Chairman hav- 
ing asked Dr. Gregory if, in uU inflamma- 
tory disease, there was not a disposition to 
form new parts; and having hinted that 
buffy blood was more or less, according to 
its intensity, connected with the formative 
process, which hint Dr. Gregory considered 
an ingenious one— these things having pass- 
ed, the meeting separated, with a hope from 
the Chair, that the subject w’oiild not be 
allowed to sink into ohUvion, without fur- 
ther dUcusjion on another evening. 

A petition to the House of Lords, on the 
subject of anatomy, laid on the table. 


LONDON MEDIC.\L SOCIETV. 

* March 2, 1829, 

Dr. SriEARjuN in the Chair. 

STATE OF THE SOCIETY.— TRUATMENT OF 
SCARLATI.NA BY SJEllCVny EXTUIPA- 
TlOjr OF MALIGNANT TUMOVRS OF THE 
EYE.— THE society’s ANNUAL DINNER, 

At this Meeting it is iisnal to make a dis- 
closure of the slate of the Society, which is 
generally done by the Presklent. On the 
jireaent occasion, the > Registrar officioted. 
The only statement vvoriliy of notice, respect* 
«d the fundi. A year since, the balance m 
hand was lOOf, 14«. Id.; since that period 
S6$t. 12i, 6rf. have been received, making 
in tte whole 3671. fli. 74. The expenses for 
the past year have been 399/. and a fraction, 
leaving, therefore, the Society in debt to the 
aaaonut of .32/. A considerable sura had 
been paid to the Registrar tier laaking a 
catalogue of the library, which was com- 
plete, and ready for delivery, no/. had 
been laid out in the repairs pf th« houie, 
winch were, the priacipal means of absmrii* ^ 
lag Uie cash, Jbe Registrar had no dou3^ - 
!tbit*lbe Society would soon wipe off iti 



7w ; 

nouttt of deUt/Mit^eootlsued vspTOf^^ cuei of tltit desenptios, abd wbi muelt iiit 

B it had lutharto beeii« cUaed to doubt the malignity of the tttmotit 

The ftegiatrar read the mk the caae laat related. He waa also ex* 

leetingi. tremely trerae to operationa of thia kiadi* 

Mr. Atn^tni tiid Mr.SupAnLT objected Taking the average of operations for, inaU|p> 

0 rho correotnesa of the miauteB in »nne nant tumoura of the e^e, It would be found 
joints; which were afterwardt corrected that by far tbe majority of caaea proved 
ccordingly, onaucceasful. He atrongly recommended 

Mr, Kikodon wished to know from Dr. the exliibltion of mercury, having witnessed 
[lRmadge,if he recommended the use of mer- the beet effects to reaultfrom it. . Scarodiy 
Jury, ill vatiobly, in scarlatina. It appeared in any caae, except wlsere the disfigurement 
to him that enlargement of the salivary was very great, or where the parent’s life 
glands frequently accompanied scarlet fever, was subject to much risk by htemonhage, 
and this hod raised a doubt in his mind, as would he recomme^ the removal of the 
to the propriety of the use of mercury. morbid parts. Where the operation wa» 
Ddl Uamadok considered the affection of rperformed, there was no necessity for a 
tlie salivary glands as simply sympathetic, compress, either of sponge and linen, or any 
Knlargment of those glands frequently cook oUter thing. He recollected four cases, 
place also in deniitiou. It was in the early two in which Mr. Green, one Mr. Law* 
stages of scarlatina that he recommend^ rence, and one he himself, had operated, 
mercury. where simple pressure with tbe finger for 

l^Ir. Ki no DOW was happy to hear this ex» five or ten minutes suppressed the bleeding, 
planaUon,becBU8e he had known cases where cor did it ever return ; besides, aplug waa 
the salivary glands had been enlarged, greatly calculated to produce irritation, and 
where they had gone into suppuration under thereby increase the chance of failure in the 
the use of mercury, had been benefited by operation. 

the black wash, and when the mercurial ap- Mr, Callawav inquired to what extent 
plication had been laid aside, had got better. Mr. Tyrrell would recommend the use of 
Mr. Gosset read (rather unusual among mercury, supposing it did not seem to re* 
the members of this Society) from a manu* press the disease, and supposing it affected 
script the particulars of two cases of what the salivary glands? 
he considered malignant tumours of the eye, Mr.TvnnsLL answered, as long as the 
which he had extirpated. The first patient constitotioR of the patient would bear it; 
was forty* aix years of age. After the eye it might be- for weeks, months, or even a 
had been extirpated, lie had used a piece of year. He had known an iustance wlfcre a 
sponge wrapped in lin^sn, as a plug in tbe patient bad been kept sjntting a pint and a 
globe, by which he had auppressed the half every day for sixteen weeks, without 
hmmorriiage, and which he considered much the constitution afterwards having proved 
better than dossils of lint. As the parts to be at all injured by the mercury. If 
healed, diseased surfaces presented them- the disease was not suppressed at all, but 
selves agaiu, which were subsequently seemed to proceed under tlie exliibition of 
removed. A tliird tirao diseased parts mercury, then, after a reasonable, time, he 
siiowed themselves, to which concentrated would lay it aside ; but be should regard an 
nitric acid was applied, but the disease still operation iu such a case as only specula* 
went on until tbe patient sunk. On exami- tive. 

nation, it was found that the disease ex- Mr. Callaway agreed with Mr. Gosset 
tended through the etfimoid bone, and v^as on the propriety of having removed the tu- 
only separated from the brain by the duru mour in the case he had lust related, 
rfialcr. There was a calculus found iu the Mr. Ashwell had seen three cases of 
gait-bladder, as Jarge as a pullet’s egg, this kind ; in one, the patient had been kept 
Wliicji, with the* parts tliat had been re- under the influence of mercury for six 
moved during life, wero exhibited to the weeks, in another for two months, and iu 
Society. The liver had the appear- another for three months. The diseiv&e ih 

ance. all proceeded. After a short period, when 

The next case was that of a yotmglady the mercury was supposed to have been got 
who had accidentally received a blow on out of Uia conatiiutions, opcraiious weVo 
tlie cheek and eye ; inflammation followed; performed, and, in two of the cases, with 
it subaiiled ; inflammation come on again, cmnplete success, 
and afterwards presented every a ptveeranco Dr; IIamadoe waa quite astonished to 
of what Mr. Ward pop had callea fun»n$ liear of its haviiv|j been necestsary to keep a 
mvlannides. In exritjpaiion, it was found that patient apiiting a pint and a half a-day fur 
the retina wNia oaaified, a circumstance by any length of time, or even for one day. He 
Wb means common • i he gi rl had lOnover* regarded carrying the use of mercury to sucii 
ei^ and became perfec tly well. an extent as wholly uncalled for. 

Mr* TvEmt had ^ the Socleiy, 
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Hilt «i ibeit Eiastr ttb pl»e« o» 
Monday next, Society would, of oourie, 
not meet ttmt ereoiog^ eicept k the Free* 
inaeotti* Tnf era, ‘wm^ he hoped to tee a 
rery powerful mwter. 


CIRCULATWM OX .791 BtOOD Itr TBB TBinB. 

T« tde Editor ^ Trx Lakcxt. 

Sin, —In ^e repori^of the i^oceedingg of 
^ Weetminstec Metrical Society, for the 
7th of Febraaipr, No. 285, Mr, |lenoett 
offered some opinions relative to the circu- 
lation of the blood in tlie reins, atk ap- 
peared to think them, eitiier unnecessarily 
sumerotts .and capscious, or that they per- 
Iwrmed tome othm- function diatioct from 
the mere passage of the blood. It appeared 
also titat the generality of the members did 
not sgres with Mr, Bennett’s ideas on the 
subject ; at the simie time it does not sppem 
that any satisfactory reasons were advanced 
in opposition to Mr. BenneU a opinions ; 
indeed titere appeared a deal of obacurity 
ooocemkg the increased velocity of the 
blood through the veins, dtc. If the fol- 
lowing observations on this subject maybe 
thought not unworthy of a corner ip Thk 
JLsncst, I shall feel highly flattered by 
their insertion. It may be said that 1 have 
not vffered any thing new in these obser- 
vations; that is not my intention, but 
merely from what we already know of the 
circulation of the blood, sod its mecha- 
nick contrivances, with the effects known 
to arise from a derangement of any of 
its modes of action, to deduce a sufficient 
reason against Mr. Bennett's opinion, and 
to show good grounds fm* believing that 
tiiere does not exist a greater quantity of 
veins than is necessary to return the blood 
to the heart, nnd tirat they do not jterform 
any function distinct and iiidependent of it. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

M. 26, 1829. A, 

It must be recollected tbattlie vWy is a 
highly active vessel, provided with muicuUr 
uid consequenUy possesskg :fi»at 
force in itself ; the fluid in the akMy has 
been forcibly expelled from tim Uevt, on- 
ward to its deslinstwm, mid IJbk exmikiioa is 
kept up by the cootractikipowororilie mus- 
cular flbres sunounding ike artery, 'ilie veio, 
on the contrary, is an entirely passive reser- 
voir, totally unprovided wltlimusaiiar flbres, 
consequently the blood flows to the hbsrt, 
psrtly from the impulsive ^wer given to it 
by the artery, and partly j&om iM equ^^ity 
preMuee ;lbr by makt^ aiiOpflikig4oto 


aveiq. rad introducing a tubn, (he blood 
will flow in whatever diraetion yon oboose to 
direct the tnbe; hencO the use of Valves to 
prevent the blood from regurgitating, It 
must, therefoiat be seen tliit Imra exists a 
great differenee in the force and rapidity of 
the flow of blood between the artery rad 
the vein. If tliere yvere gencraliy but onei 
vein to an artery, the vein would be unequal 
to the task of conveying back the blood ai 
fast as tba artery expelled it ; the balance 
conld not be kept up, the heart would bare 
sent forth more blood than it could procure 
again from iu veins ; tlie equilibrium would 
be destroyed. But we eet that from the 
facility afforded to the return of the ulood, 
and the mecbaoicai contrivance of its con- 
doits, the heart is, in ■ manner, enabled to 
regulate its admission. Of what great im- 
portance this is in tlie animal economy, fully 
appears from the arrangement of the vessels 
of the bead and spine ; tite Mood is sent to 
the head by means of the vertebral and in- 
ternal carotid arteries, which last are not 
permitted to enter the cranium in a direct 
line, but are obliged to take ra exceedingly 
tortuous course, opposing some degree of 
resistance to the flow of Mood to the brain. 
But whit is provided for its exit I Large 
sinuses, which, communicating with the in- 
ternal jugular veins, afford an easy and im- 
mediate passage to the blood. In fine, let 
the immediate, danger be remembered that 
would arise from sn obstruction to the reflux 
of tiie blood from the brain and spinal cord, 
and there can no longer appear a su})erfluity 
of veins for the mere passage of the bjood. 


ERCOT OP HYE I'M LrMElllNO lABOtm. 


To ike Editor of The Lancbt. 

Sir,— B eing s reader of your invaluable 
Jouital, nnd perusing your reports of tbi 
late discussion at tiie London Mcdiosl 
Society, ou ibe effects of ihesecale cornutua, 
or ergot of rye, 1 beg leave to trouble you 
with a case in which 1 made use of the 
ergot* I was called to Mrs. Hilton, Cltap- 
pel'itreet, of this place, ,wbo bad been k 
labour for twkity-three boors. When 1 
aildved I found a debUitated womau, with 
Ikfvnng or iiiefeckfl pains; upra ex- 
kmiiiing ;i«r vsgkam, I found the liquor 
rnnnii diSykuged; the os .tiUcm dilated^ and 
well Iubrio8tra« the preieittatiun naturaL 
1 wnited two hom^, era the pains stiU being 
kefl^ctual, 1 deterinked to try the ergot, 
I put only one sctusile.jnto four ouncra 
of wmiUrr boiling it down to two; of tbk 
i gave her ope half; ten minutes |kktg 
ek^imdlhp pnim ntUl w«ak,l gave her 



TEKrlf.^iaft6’STttEET-MtJ8BUM. Ml 


the remtuiiing pbtUt^il lirotig piiee oime bh, 
andl in twe»t;y>five i^tmuiee hbth child fthd 
placenta were expelled. Had it not heeh 
for the ergot, she wov}ld, ju<l|ing from cir- 
cumstanees, hare heen hour! Ipnger. My 
opinion Is, that the erg:nt ought hot to he 
sod if the oa uteri lie hot dilated, at least 
to the ake of half-a-crown^ or if the liquor 
amnii he not discharged, or if there be any 
preternatural presentation, or if the pains 
be totnlly wandhg. 

Vour obedieut servant, 

IvuMUNi) Tayl b, Surgeon, 

Middleton, uear Manchester. 

Mi^leton, Feb. IS, 1829. 


aXTBACTlON or TEKTII. 


To thi Edilor of The Lancet. 

Si II,— -The only excuse f can find for the 
positive and illihernl remnvlts of your cor- 
respondent, Mt. J. De La Fons, respecting 
myself, is, that he only read a short para- 
graph or tB’o of toy paper on tl»e Kxtrac. 
tion of teeth, the krgs forceps, as 1 par- 
ticularly staled, are for the viry farge molar 
teeth only, the small one being genirtiUy 
used for teeth of all kinds. The large in- 
strument is lenglheoed in the pra, that is, 
in those parts extending from the joint to 
the short extremity, for the express purpose 
of toaking them more convenkut to use, 
the loss of power being compensated by the 
additional thickness of it in the fore parts, 
which, however, . adds but little to itd bulk 
{► or length, this latter being precisely the 
I flame as ihe key ; flo that the “ ludicrous ex- 
tent of it exists only in the imagination 
of the writer himself, who seems to have 
mistaken the word jaws for claws. It will 
be evident, upon a single perusal of his first 
phper, and a glance at the diagrams, that 
my opponent did not ooitfine his remarks on 
the use of the key to the molar teeth; but 
how his arguments are dispured, and his 
cbbchisions (not facts) doubted, hehas taken 
fresh grouna, and wishes to trial on 
alone* ^hete is ho occasion, but 1 
ihocl^ have UQ'^tjsctibn to meet him there, 
hot,; certainly, bis he wmewhere sneeiriugly 
observes, in orwVr to give ImWicity to dekat 
on either Side, but for the laudsble pUt^Oke 

f of eliciting truth. 

the folio winf concluaiodii t belle Ve to. be | 
jfounitfd Oft feds , 

t. tU^t in ftwieji out of fiO, invsbich 
0m key is gCuerslly ttsed,'* teeth of ett 
' can be ajitfel^ :aud 'ex'|kdi'tibmdy. 'hS:* 

; whether teeth ate llftt Idosened 

by wrctthb of the key, brby’thS iatetsi 


or Circular moiiott of the fofe«jie, t1iey must, 

I in the after part of the operation, to be ei«' 
rtracted without ln|tffy to the jaw orfaftgS, 
be lifted out in a direction perpendicular lO 
[ibeir sockets. 

5, That tbe forceps is the safer instru* 
meat of the two, 

4. That fewer leelh are broken with it^ ■ 

6. And, above idl, that the application and 
use of it are much Im paiafiU than those of 
the key. 

Id pto^ of the last asaertii^ I have the 
concurrent and valuable testimony of many 
of my patients, who^having submitted to 
tbe application of bdOi instruments. Would 
not allow the key to be used afterwards, 
dreading, as they truly observed, ‘‘ that 
horrible wreneb,” 

Let any person carefully examine the 
boasted diagram, and place in a similar one, 
not a coniail, but such a tooth ns 1 have now 
before me, whose fangs are half an inch in 
length, and | of an inch in breadth from 
fang to fang, the diameter, at the neck, 
being no more than | of an inch, when he will 
have ocular demonstration, that to be ex- 
tracted skilfully, it must be raised perpen- 
dicularly out of the socket. 

Talk of ** scicliats,” " torturing,” hnd 
'' cavilleis,” indeed ! Let Mr. De La Fons, 
before he attempts again to leach old prac- 
titioners, pay some deference to the opi- 
nions of those who are not so ignorant as 
he aupposes them. 

Relying, Sir, on your usual imparltality 
for the insertion of this, I beg to say, that 
1 am an admirer of your public ajfirit, and 
Vour bumble servant, 

J. Frowii. 

Bristol, February 18, 1829. 


WERB-STnEtT SCHOOL OP ABATOMV, 

To ihe Editor q/ Taa Lancet* 

Sir, — As you have inserted in The T.an- 
CET, of the 14fh inst.jB communication from 
a pupil of the Webb-street School, falsely 
accusing MrcGraiinger and Mr. Pilcher of 
havibg refusba genitemen admittaaCe to ib e 
museum which rtiey have lately opened. pro- 
l^edly for the benefit and accommodation 
of'^efr pupils, 1 hope you will, in accordance 
With your nsual liberal Uy and strict impar- 
tialtiy, allow bn isurly insertion to a few obser- 
vations, in relTulation of a charge so totally 
unfounded. ItftmHliately I perceived the 
acdudatioQ in question, 1 called upon Mr. 
Gil^ger, who assured me that it was alto- 
gefiVr false, and that he had offered unlimit- 
ed permission to all those gentlemen who 
would upp^y to him or to Mr. Pilcher. I can 
mhst positively mthdenbe to the accuracy of 
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tliU 088eriioa, ^l I li«T«notoolv Wn per- 
mitted to Tisiiilie moseom mj‘ 8 elf»bui have 
generally found aevewil other eiudenis there 
whenever 1 have been iheie. It way at first 

. . .'L.U. 


relle.” Comieni wehtioBi this cJrcum- 
atanoe ifi liia work on the nature and pre- 
•age 6f comcta. Hook, of the Koyal Society, 

1 h.« b.e« to,. ll».r «»». 

right . 0^1 thrt »«y lieittaS 


•uuum ww TT*€^%. ^ 

inent ; hot 1 think the general eiprCMion oi 
your corri*8poodcni*s letter, and a brief en- 
poaure of aoiae few iudividuala who, for the 
aake of annoyance, have wished to go into 
the muaeum whilst Mr* Grainger is prepar- 
iog hu lectures, will convince you, and your 
tfUmerotie readers, of the badness of the feel- 
ing under which the letter was penned. To 
whom your correspoifilent intended to aoply 
the epitltets “ high and mighty/" it is diffi- 
cult to csonjecture ; if he wished to as^rt a 
plain fact, why not write in a plain and in- 
telligibla language. Thia species of scrib- 
bling is highly characteristic of the pusillan- 
imity of itsaulhor, and strikingly expressive 
of the baseness of the motive which it is i«- 
lended to cloak. The persons alluded to 
have, of late, been frequently iu the habit ol 
abasing Mr. Appleton, in the most nngentle- 
manly manner, and even conducting them 
aelves, whilst iu tlm museum, in u way more 
becoming children than gentlemen. Should 
those pupils still continue to disgrace them- 
selvci by iusuliing Mr. Appleton, and injur- 
ing the preparationa in the museum, 1 hope 
they will forbear calumniating the character 
of hlr. Grainger, whose conduct, both as a 
man and a teacher, is unimpeachable, and al« 
toge&cr undeserving the slander of so con- 
temptible an assailant as your correspondent, 
“ A Pupil.” Veritas. 


SPERMATIC ANIMAECULA. 


The invention of the microscope is a sub- 
ject of very great interest, and the immense 
advantages derived from its use, in the dis- 
coverr and knowledge of minute structures, 
are so important, tl»at we need not be asto- 
nished to find several countries wishing to 
attribute the glory of the discovery to them 

Tontaua, anative of Naples* ia said to have 
been the inventor, aboutl618 }b«t BoreHr,in 
lii s Mteroscopical Observations* bestows the 
hocoiit bn Zachary Jansen, of Middletor|, 
in Zealand, who, he says, first made if 
known in 1590. Bui this statement oi 
Boreili’s is suspicious, as ho fswa tuxious to 
bestow the merit on that bity, te M 
thorities of which he had dedicated his 
work ; besides which, he gives to th« satiw 
Jansen the honour of the iUveotioii omt 
itde^cope, which, however, Jean Baptiste fi 
Porta gave an account Uf tift #® year 1589^ 
itt a work entiUed Mnii^ 


menta have been toado in their power and 
I construction. , , « . 

Both Hartaoeker and Leuwenhoek, dwm 
the merit of having fiwt noticed ani- 
malcula iu the Seminal fluid, hut the latter 
I was the first who published any account 
of them, which will be found in the 14ifnd 
Nuinbtr of the Bhilosophrcal Tiansaciions, 
in a letter to Brouncker, the then presi- 
dent; H U dated Nov. 1677, and h/«den, 

“ Obsoivotioncs do Natis e Somine gcui- 
tali Animslculis.” I subjoin an extract 
liom that letter . 

Kandcm maleriam (semen virile) non 
1 wgTOti alfouj us, non diutuma conservntiono 
covruptam vel post aliquot momenta flui- 
diorem sartam sod aani viri staiim post ejec- 
tionem ne inter labentibus quidem sex 
arteii® pulsibui. swpioscule observavi tan- 
tomqne in ea viventium animalcolorum multi- 
tudiuem vidi, ut interdum pVura quam lOW, 
in magtfitudme aren» tese moverent, Non 
in toto semine sed in materia fluida erassiori 
adberenie, ingentem illam animalculorum 
multitndinem observavi ; in erassiori vero 
semine materis quasi sine molu jacebant, * 
liarlsoeker’a account did not appear till 
the following year, when it w'at published 
I in the sixth volume of the “ Journal des 
Savans."’ He Uiere says, that in urine, 
which he kept some days, there were en- 
gendered little animals, much smaller than 
those he noticed in gonorrhoeal discharge, 
and which have the figure of small eels. He 
i-xamined the Bcmen of a cock, and describes 
the animalcula found therein as resembling, 
in their form, young tadpoles (grenouilles 
naissan tes.) N eedham bestows the merit of 
the discovery on Hartsoeker. “ 1 shall take, 
writes Needham, as little notice as may 
he, in this short summary, of the almt^ 
inevitable mistakes others have made, in 
this maltcf, before me, and the hasty eon- 
sequences they have drawn from uppear* 
iinces that naturally suritrite, by their ilo- 
vfcUy; such surprise is but too apt to Cap- 
livato Iversons, even of tliC most eeieno 
thought, math w6fe the wUng and i»ex- 
rwrieficed, sneU w Mr. Hittsoeker was, 
when h« first discoirered (he spermiitic ani- 
malouli.*' 

How KeSdbt^ 

statement U td me astonialimg, for I see not 
i^adow to believe UmtHariSoekei was the 
diteoveter. Even , before any account was 
pubUshed by him, Huguena gave a sketo^ 
of ihtinimulcala^^h^^ in grain, a«d |n 
othet in the 2B(h Number, of tni 

ijotttwd trblte no rnentwa if 



mujajm,k in semen . m 


of ony anuDftlcoU by Hartioeket iiU 
the 30ih N umber of the same Joutriiftl was 
pubUsbed, where will he foimd «a extract 
of a letter from him to Uie edtior* 

That lluguena knew of spermatic ani- 
malcula, when his letter was written* may 
be judged of by ihc Mlowing bbserration : 

“ I am able, (says the editor of the jour- 
nal,) to say, that these animakula are en- 
gendered by conuption and fermentation ; 
but there is anotlier kind which must hare 
another principle* 1 mean those discovered i 
by the microscope in the semen of aninuds* 
which appear to be born with it. and which 
are in snch great nuaibers* that it seems to 
be enljpely composed of them*** * In many 
parts of Hartsoeker’s works* mention is msde 
of Leuwenhuek* with whom he appears to 
be extremely vexed snd tanoyed, and speaks 
of his letters to the Iloyal Society a* bts 
et rampant,** and containing* says he* use- 
less and chimericid observations* In Hart* 
socket’s “ Suite des Conjectures Physi- 
ques,” ha suies, that Leuwenhoek’s first 
communication to the Iloyal Society was 
puhlished on the ^.ith April, 1679. This 
is not true, for the letter of which I made 
mention before was printed, as 1 have said, 
in the XTifd Number of the Philosophical 
Transactions, which Number is for the 
montlis of December 1677, January and 
. February 1070. , 

Auimalcula are found in the semen of all 
animals, and almost at all times j they differ 
materially from the infusoiy inimalcuJa, 
and, in fact* are confined to this animal secre- 
tion alone. Their dimensions are different 
in different animals ; neither do they corre- 
spond with the size of the animal, as might 
be expected. For, in the space of a grain of 
•and* 50,000 may be counted in the semen 
of a cock ; in the roe of a codfish, 10,000 ; 
whilst the roe of the ruff (a fisli a thou* 
sand times smaller than the cod,) the ani- 
malcula are as large as the ethers. In 
oysters* muscles, and other shell- fish, aui* 
malciila have also been noticed, resembling 
those found in the semen oi higher animals. 

In roan, their form is not always the same i 
at different periodf of life; for if wo exa- 
mine the contained in the vesicula: se- 
minalea of an infant, which is not yet propr 
to genemtton, we shall find auimalcula, but 
not of tbe same figure as those in the adult. 
There are, boweeer, little boilfea, in whi^, 
Hartsoeker presumes, are planed and enyd- 
loped tbe apermatic animakula, as insects 
are iiudosed in tlieir mympha. Again, in old 
men, the semen will be found to have lost 
these animals* and in some they are either 
all desd* or so dull, ae to aarvtve but for a 
rrmy short period, 

jgelsittal ftttid rtfombles, at first, eoagn* 

' 

e 


lated mijk i when examined with the mt^ 
nifier* the cause of *be, opacity i* not dis- 
covered* but when it begins to dissolve, and 
assume the colour of soapy water, if looked 
at withe microscope of small power, the ir* 
jugular parts seem to be in an indistinet 
slow motion. This is firom the action of 
the enimtlottU, infinitely more minute* of 
a globular figure, with a sort of filament, or 
short appendage. 

The little animals possess a double mo- 
tion, the one oscillatory, from right to left, 
and from left to right* the other ptogres* 
sire. This latter motion is doubtless owing 
to the oscillation of He appendage. Ac- 
cording to Spallanzani, in twenty-three 
minutes, the motiona of oscillation and pro* 
gressioa diminish ; and in an hour and a half, 
but few of the onimalcula possessed, in the 
experiment he mode, any rialble movement, 
and those that still retained the power, were 
confined to the oscillatory, the progresaive 
having altogether ceased, from want of 
power in the tail, I suppose, to propel tbe 
body onwards. When all are at rest, by 
diluting the semen with wafer, you may 
more readily examine their figure. Each 
oorpiiscule is not praperly globular, but 
elliptie* nod the appendage is not only long- 
er than it appears, but the breadth is not 
equal throughout. 

The motions of the animalcula are in- 
stantly stopped, if rain or even distilled wa- 
ter be addeu to fresh semen. Saliva, how- 
ever, does not teem to afi'ect them, xht 
temperature of the surrounding atmoaphere 
has great influence on their existence, for 
Spallanzani noticed, that when the thermo- 
meter stood at Sti°, Uio motions of the ani- 
malcula ceased in 45 miuutes; When at 47^, 
au hour and a half; in two hours at 49°; 

I two hours and a half at 5l° ; three hours at 
j54°; and when at 55°, after the lapse of 
I three hours and a half. He constantly ob- 
served, that as the heat was greater, the 
duration of motion increased ; So that in the 
middle of summer the corpuscula continued 
to move ibr seven and three-quarters, and 
even eight honra. If the humidity be lost* 
they immediately become motionless* nor 
con titey be revived if saHva be added. 
Now Needham, and with him the illus- 
trious Buffon, state that they, on examin- 
ing freS^ ©baerved long filameuta, 

ra]&%iiig on every side ; these op^ed 
and dtvioed ialo moving globules, trailing 
kfier them aometUing resembling tails, but 
to far from being such* that they cau^d 
an oaci^tory motion, and were nothing 
ai(M*a tlhili,« toe fiseid seminal substance. 
Buffoa, tm^ote* classes them with the 
infueoiy aoimalottla, and says they are either 
produce by m evitd^oa of organioal parts, 
or 1^ tetl Tegeti^o. That this is not 


I. 
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•iie of i tniflJl MOomfMnM grott 
teiideniess of tie tyomen, £ce* Twelve 
(Wttcee of blood were extreeted from tbe em, j 
tbe werm bttb rteorltd to, ini tbft texie 
ivpoeiodlf 

toiiii being urgent •& epention wee deemed 
expedient end eecor^^ perfinmed bj Mr^ 
tjtreli, between a end It et nigbt. On open* 
% tbe seelt wee diecoTeied to conleio t fold 
of dirb*ade«redmtU intefttne,ead tbeatrie* 
lure foimd to be very AAer tbe petient 
bed been put to bod, thi ptrii were mest* 
w^ ind tbe exttfwiliet beini eoli wern 
witer WM appUfd to Uto IS»tt« Fidie t00| 
tfipftittiiig tt eveij *eiiib beet ; i^e eiefit 
ibr iw9 or tlnee boundtudeg tbe 

'")|||iidng morolitgt 

Ji* Oideted toteke of 

. Ceiomi^f gittne} ^ 

. Op'wmt oiie<*tbird of i gtiin^ wrei7 three 
^ bottiei 

Conmon enemt, wttb |ix dnehsm of Oottor 
Oil, nod to be repeeted in the evening, if| 
required ; ibe fiietmttinediffliiifdietel^.aDd 
ilm eeco^ 1000 ifter ita injection, wiUiont 
nny fweea ; continoe tbe fomentation. 
li, hfwm y Simuk, bidf a pint ; 

SuljAAU^M(»gi^t omtttUi 

be administered at an enema *, 

Had four stoola during tbe nigbt* 

13* Profuse dUnboex} ttools bloody and 
offeniive, but tdwted towards tbe evening. 
Cblomrl, d grunt ; 

Oj^um, ball a grain, nigbt and morning *, 
Tinctw* ^ Opium, 30 minims immedt- 
ilelv. 

JSfWKbr, t ounces ; 

^ge,,a^ 3fr«p. 

14. )>ianh<ea returned. Pulse 104, sharp; 
eompliioa of pain in the abdomen ; 

in/tiiieii ^ dlint, with Tiiutun ^ Opium ; 
4 minims every 4 bouri. 

, Wound adherent at the lower jiart but not 
ibqve. 

15. Vomited this morning, but leas purg^ 
nd } some pain on premure over the abdo< 
men; 

A eataplaam to be applied to tbe wound ; 
6 ounces of red wine daily. 

1^. Abdomen more tender ; pulse 94, 
small and quick ; longue brown, dry, and 
furred^ bowela have been moved once. 
Apparently not so well ; very drowsy, and 
does not complain of pain unless questioned^ 
but h pedecily sensible when routed. Take 
tbe mixture every eight hours. ; . 

17. Much tbe same; attbf|i^» .gift 

tbe wine. ■ ■ -V 

18. Bowels <mn ; no vomitiiig, ' 

19. The wound was dressed to^ay, imd 
presented rather a alougby appeftrance; 
poise 1^, weak ; cony^smi of fto pimor| 
sickness ; occasional idootwg^ ^ 

80. Jvidendy sinking; {raise llS, weak 
md ittteimittmg ; ;60Biplam'^,|db ito. 


tbkingnourisbmtnt el tbe tQperior region 
of tbi ebdoiften ; tongue lem fbired. 

Pulse iotermittiftt, but 1^ feeble ; 
wound slotmhy; worn in tbe afternoon 
witk f oinlllftg* ' 

18 . IHirtbma; apimti low; ayes dull, 
and tulfuMd wbb teara; countonuice pale 
aManximw, 

83. Paiaed bar stoola iavolufttanly ; ex- 
tremities c<dd. 

14. Pultn at tbe wrbit alinott imparcepti- 
blft* Gradually funk till six omock tbe 
Ibllowiag morning, wbao abe txidred. 

On exftauttatioa of tba body tbirty^one 
bouff alter daitb, tbt wmind was sloughy 
and widely open; tbe mof intestise which 
bid been returned wsa of n verv dart oo* 
lour ; there wu not evidence of much in- 
lammaiMHi of tbe peritoneum hav ing existed, 
but it was aoft, and easily lacerable, as was 
tbe. whole of tU inteetiaal etaal, especially 
tite small isiestines, the mucoua membrane 
of which was found to be ulcerated. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 

.fcfiVimti admiltid at Guy'i Httspital during 
the week, under the mre (f Mr. Mergan, 

Jeeident IPard-~Practored femur. 

Injury to ancle. 

Injury to btp. 

IMdcation of tbe bumerua. 

Ditto ditto. 

Asphyxia, 

Fractured clavicle. 

C^llf IFimf---Coiiutsed knee. 

Fractured femur. 

Injury to hip* 

Fticiuredneck of tbe thighbone. 
Contused wound of the head. 
Charity Word— Hernia. 
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LECTunE XIX. 

Cy Scirrhut of the Owfri«, 

In tlie same manner as women are liable 
to be affected with acirrlius of tbe uteru»i 
d ffused or tuberose, so also ibey are ob- 
noxious to acirrbus of the ovuries, a liis* 
ease more frequent, i think, in (bose viaccra, 
tb«u in the uterus itself. Of the two forms 
of ciisorganualion menlianeil, it is, I apf^re* 
bend, the tubgrase wiiicb most frequently 
atucka the ovary, and, therefore, wlien this 
viscua is enlarged, frequently it is the bum- 
py or tuberose surface which characterises 
the disease ; someuaies, however, the scir- 
rhous change which occurs is of the d//'- 
fuud kind, the whole mass of iho ovary 
enlarging, and the surface renjalning equa- 
ble and smooth. Under either form, the 
ovary may enlarge very much, becomipg 
succeasively large as au egg, large os the 
head of a foetus at the full term of gesta- 
tiou, large as the fietus itself at the close 
of nine montbi, and, oUiprately, even lar- 
tlian this; The rapuUiy, also, with 
wliliih thiv enlaTgemeut takes place, is lia- 
K^t .to mttckymety, thot»gh,if the enlarge- 
meAt of the be composed of imlid ma- 
terial only, wiilmot drofiiy , the growth will, 
I believe, be generally s|o#j wontha it 
will certainly occupy, and more frequently 
years. When the ovary becomes scirrUoos, 
one side only may bo affected witli lbs dia- 
ease, or tire ovary on the opposite side may 
also be involved in the dtsorganisailon, the 
two being affected in very unequal degree, 
^c la this by any means uncommon} and 
40irirhu8 of the ovary may be aisooiated witli 

Ko. Sd9* 


a similsr disorganisation of the tubes, the 
womb, and the remoter parts. These esten- 
sions of the diseas^are of no amaJlin^it- 
anr e. In pure tdrrhus, of course, as tlM|||^ 
epithet implies, no other disease Kuporvoies, 
but BOW and then we meet with cases in 
which other disease combines with acirrhim— 
inflammation morc-freqaently— abscess mote 
rarely—ovarian dropsy not uncommonly ; and 
when the inflammation is superficial, the ova- 
ries are very apt to contract adhesions with 
the surrounding parts. When the ovary is 
large as tlie closed hand, hehig of a size to fall 
into the recto- vaginal cavity, so as to ob- 
struct the vagina, it may become compdetely 
fixed there, so that you may not be able to 
press it above the brim ; or where the 
ovary is lying abetve the brim of the pelvis, 
superficial adhesions may take place, so as 
to connect the viscus with the intestines, 
omentum, and parts contiguous. In differ- 
ent cases of scirrhosity, too, there may be 
much variety in the condition of tli4 basis of 
the ovary ; that part, I mean, by W'hich it is 
attached to the sides of the pelvis in the 
healthy condition of the parts ; for some- 
times tho connexion is slender, (in this pre- 
paration not tltiiker than the finger,) and 
sometimes it is as broad as the palm of 
ihe hand, and the uterus and the ovary may 
be so far consolidated with each other, that 
to detach them is a work of some nicety. 
The whole of this subject, the morbid ana- 
tomy of the scirrhous ovary, I mean, and 
more especially that part of it which relates 
to the extension of the disease into the con- 
tiguous viscera, and to the nature, extent, 
and vascularity of the nttacliments, is well 
deserving of further investigation. So long 
08 it is believed that ibe removal of these 
diseased parts, under any circumstances, is 
I uiljttttifiable and hopeless, so long these in- 
I quifiea may bo looked upon ns of specula- 
j live interest, rather than of practical im- 
I portance I but if an expectation may be rea- 
sonably cherished, of improving our abdo- 
iniaal surgery, so as to render the extirpn- 
tioia of these parts upon the whole success- 
ful, in well-s?locted cases, and to enable 
as at the bod-side to discriminate the indi- 
vidual scirrhosities in which success is to 
be expected, then it must be evident that 
iB 
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ihe breadth, the vascularity, the nature of the abdoraeC* you may dislinguiBh the in- 
the attachments,” the degree in which the tesiines in the upper part of its cavity, by 
disease, may spread into the otlier parte of their yielding elasticity, and perhaps by a 
thq body, together with the average fre- gurgling under the touch. When, iurther, 
ipiency of these* circumstances, may all of you proceed to examine the parts below the 
them be looked npou as of no small in* epigastrium, you find titat, at this part, the 
terest, even in the mere practice of our ' abdomen is much more solid and unyielding, 
art, and 1 would, therefore, invite your! and sometimes this hard substance may ap- 
utteniion to the inquiry. As the disease ia I petir perfectly equable, or nearly so ; buLitt 
not of uncommon occurrence, all the neces- ! other cases, and perhaps not infrequently, 
sary information might,! conceive, be obtain* i you may distinctly perceive ibe tuberose, or 
ed in a short compass of time, provided (ho I lumpy feel, which is so frequently the eftVet 
men of leisure or activity in the professiou of tubercle, and where this tuberose form 
would favour us with their commuiiications Ulearly exists, it is a great hel]i to you in 
through the intervent ion of our periodical marking the nature of the case. Now, where 
works. An account of dwsectioiis, drawn up all these characters concur, and 1 think, in 
in a view to these points, if brief and dis- tbemajority of cases, you will find them (qn- 
enrainating, would not occupy much space, current, if your patient have a tumour in Uie 
and it might have the advantage of occupy* abdomen of long standing, lying in the in* 
ing a blank which might otherwise be filled ferior rather than in the stiporior lialf of the 
up with the workings of frivolous of fretful abdomen, and inclining, in its earlier fonn- 
feelings. By confining the communications ation especially, to one or the other side, 
to some two or three, leading publications. If, again, on exarainalion, you bud the upper 
they w'otild be brought together under part of the ubdominnl tumour contains tlie 
tlie mind of the 8ame*reader8, and their intestines, to be distinguished by a little 
juxta-posiiion would probably give no small tact, while the lower part of the sw'clling is 
addition to their value. large, solid, and unyielding, and if this sur- 

Cliaracien. — The characters of scirrhous face, somethufisetinable and smooth, should 
ovaries are diversified, according to the age be, as often lmp]>en8, distinctly tuberose, 
of the Scirrhosity audits consequent bulk, with such characters there can be: little doubt 
so that, in practice, the two varieties of the that a.scirrhcus disease of the ovaries exists, 
disease must be distinguished from each either a scirrhus of one. ovary only, or to* 
other. Patients may sometimes come to gether with the scirrhus of this ovary a 
you labouring under ovarian scirrhus, as scirrhus also of the tubes, tJie uterus, and 
large as a nine months’ uterus ; and where the ovary on the other side, 
that is alone the cause of this enlargement, But sometimes patients will come under 
they wilt generally tell you they have been your care labouring under the disease in its 
labouring under the disease for several earlier stages, and they apply, perhaps, 
ytars—a very cluiracteristic circumstance, when the tumour is no h:gger than ll)e 
the patient adding, (when you come to in* closed hand; and, in those cases, the en- 
quire more closely,) that ti»is tumour, in (he larging scirrhous ovaries may fall down be- 
early period of its appearance, has seemed tween the vagina and the rectum, and givo 
to lie, as we should have expected, rather in rise to symptoms which, if mlsunikrslood, 
the inferior than in the upper part of the ab* may occasion strange misapprehensions rt> 
domen; and moreover, that in the earlier specting the nature of the disease. In 
stages, when she has examined lierself, by these cases there maj'^ be a great deal of 
laying her band upon tiie abdomen, ns when forcing, aching, and dragging, and a feeling 
lying in bed for example, she has fell the en- asrif the interior parts of the body would 
largeraent more on the one side than on the come forth ; and if we inquire wihether iho 
other, though you, perhaps, when you come urine may pass or not, we learn that an ob- 
to examine the intumescence, may not so struclion exists j and of the rectum it mayr 
clearly perceive this lateral inclination. To be observed, tliBt the compression there is 
ascertain this disease with certainty^ an so great, that solid evacuations will scarcely 
examination becomes necessary, in conduct* come away. Your patient may also com* 
ing which, you roust proceeci on the prin* plain of a good deal of nnmlmeRS in lb« 
ciples prescribed in a former lecture ; hot lower limbs, with weakuessi 
the following particular bints may not be He much oh the sofa ) and she may ImTiS 
without their use .‘--Should you examine severe piiiis along tb« loins and thighs, with u 
internally, and fiod a scirrhosity of the os ripping senstitfon in the course of the nerves, 
uteri, or the vagina, you must not hastily sciatic or eroTal, If you have once met 
infer that ihe ovaries are free from disease, with this variety of the dtscusf, yoa tvill 
fbr they too may be involved in the disease, immediately suspect its existence, upon 
together with the womb. When you ex- bduingtheenumerarionoftliise iymptonte 
amine externallyi on placing tho woman in and suspeoUng what its nature is, jron m^ 
the lecdmbent pditure, hav^jf luhrioated enitymiho an ex^inatioo, when yon Sim. 



SCIttRHUS or THE OVARIES. Hp 

B taraont filling tlie peiviB, wiS the v«glna I believe it never hnppeni Hint » well fleve- 
passing before it find the rectum behind it, loped scirrhus of the ovary becomes ab^rbr 
when there caa be little further doubt that ed, in consequence of the use of any medi- 
there is an etilafgetnent of the ovary, pro* cine at present known, though I acknow- 
bably of scirrhous nature, the Ovary being ledge myself unable to judge decisively by 
interposed between the vagina and the the iodine. Those who have seen mdst of 
bowel, But, again, it more frequently this disease, will, 1 conceive, in this state 
happens, and there is a third variety of the of our kuowledg^e, confine their medical 
disease, that where the tumour is not of a treatment merely to the palliation of the 
very large siae, it is, however, so large as symptoms to be treated on general principles, 
to take place above the brim of the pelvis, It has been observed already, that the dis- 
lodginjf either to the one or other side, in case of tlie ovaries sometimes occasions but 
the hollow of the ilium ; and where this is little distress, except that which arises from 
the case, llie patient frequi iitly suffers so its bulk and pressure ; sometimes, however, 
littl»^ inconvenience, that the does not apply an milatnmation of tlie ovary is excited, and 
for lielp at all, until, at lengtli, yjaiu and then you must treaAt, I think, in the same 
infl#nmation are excited, when she is led, manner as jou w'onld treat the inflamed scir- 
hy her uneasiness, to consult the accoucheur, rhus of the uterus, by leeches, fornentations, 
telling him, perhaps, that she feels as if the laxatives, diaphoretics, and digitalis, perhaps 
head of a child were lodging in one side of in operative quantities, but cautiously — 
the pelvis. On hearing this, you lay the putting the patient on the antiphlogistic re- 
hand upon the abdomcMi, the woman being gimen ; sometimes bleeding from the arm 
in the recumhent posture, and the bladder may be proper, though, in general, with 
being evacuated, and the abdominal cover- these diseased abdominal growths, much 
ings being thoroughly relaxed; and then, bleeding is uncongenial. When the tumour > 
perhaps, the tumour may be distinctly felt, is lodging between the vagina and the rem- 
and where this is effected, it gives at once turn, it may then give rise to a great deal of 
a pretty decisive character to the disease, distress by coinjiressing thehladder, the gut, 
for in most, though not in all cases, wliere and the origin of the nerves, the sciatics more 
you ha^e a round firm tumour in tha side of especially. The most effectual mode pf re- 
tire false pelvis, and more especially if fu- lieving all these symptomsjis by replacing the 
berose, a scirrhosity of the ovary^ will he tumour ; and the bladder may be ovaouated, 
found to exist. (by catheter if necessary,) and by a method 

In scirrhous ovary, sometimes, indeed of procedure very similar to that rccom- 
gencrn'ly, the health is not very much iin- mended in cases of retroverted uterus, the 
paired, and the w’Oiiian suffers but little, ovary may be pushed above the brim. By 
and, therefore, the less it is interfered with evacuating the bladder, the operator obtains 
tire better. Now and then you will find a a full extent of room, particularly if the 
good deal of pain in the centre of the body, urine have been allowed to accumulate, and 
nhout the pelvis I mean; and sometimes if he can once urge tlie swelling above the 
there is oedema of the legs, perhaps of one brim of the pelvic, much of the distress may 
leg more thap the other, and this cede^^gbe permanently relieved, because the abdo- 
1 should rather wish you to notice, above being designed to receive tu- 

if you are either incautious or incurious, as the enhirgeraents from prt'gnancy, 

might lead you to confound the disease wit}V^^K|Mmple, it is of course adapted to the 
dropsy of the peritoneum. As little that is of dilatation, 

effective can be done in those cases of ovu- — The prognosis of this disease 

rian scinhus, 1 will not detain you long oh may be dismissed in few words. The scir- 
that subject. What I stated of the scirrhous rlius of the ovary you are to look upon as, 
uterus, 1 would repeat respecting the ovarian probably, incurable by known medicines; 
scirrhus — I mean, that if the tumour have aud I hold it as a sort of axiom, that of 
once acquired the bulk of the fatal head, women labouring under this disease, those 
timre is no reasonable hope of a dissohuiun who^do least, wull do best ; but though it is 
of the scirrhosity,; by any medical treatment a' disease not, on the whole, of malignant 
which you cau mpioyV®«^i therefore, to nature, the bulk, weight, and pressure, being 
make 3m vaiii Sitempt by mesni of ihe tbe principaf inconveniences to which it 
more violent medicines, is, to say the least gives rise, yet, however, it does somelimca 
of it, exceedingly urn^se. To purge ex- beobmd a fatal affection ; as in those cases 
ceediiigly, to administer csldmel lar^iely, to especially, where inflammations and suppu- 
give coalum in iniuriuui doses, to impair the rations occur— happily noirfrt quently ; aud 
liekUh by a heatilong use of the iodine, 1 those more frequent cases, in which you 
shodUl ebnaidef to be a very onjustiffable l,ave scirrhosity ‘and dropsy corahiiKd, where 
nrsctice; F Wbuld dot aRdW' it in my owti dropsy, hoi the scirrhous, is destroying the 
ftmliy, and X Wbtffd not, fherelbre, miUent. It maV be addt d, too, that if a 
lidWs lb it ^ Ut* ci I posiUbn 

SB a 
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POISON ON PLANTS^rCETOS IN A TESTICU. 


of the OTftTy becomeB b cause of considerable placed in pCe water, to serro for comparl* 
dan^jer during Ibe cblld-bfaring, because son. The flowers of B<ir6fr/s vul^arh, if 
falling down Mween the rectura and the placed iirt oiamon water, retain for* a<‘veral 
vagina, and obstructing the passage of the days the habit of contracting their stanuna 
pelvis, it gives rise to one of the most dan- at night, and the sairie periodical move- 
perous obstacles in delivery, often proving *ment, as well as the po’sj'er of contracting 
fatal both to the mother and child. Indeed, after any mechanical impulse, is also re- 
if a patient is knowm to have one of those tained by the leaves of the JUtmow* under 
tumours, she had bettor far remain in the the. aame circumstances. If, instead of 
unimpregnated state ; for pregnancy would, water, a solution of pTussic acid, or of opium, 
perhaps, cost the woman her life, unless be used, tlie irritability is by the first de« 
miscarriage could be ensured. itropd within four hours, and by the s©' 

I sometimes hear my friends talking about * cond in about double that time, tbe^^flesi- 
removing the scirrhous ovary hv a scalpel, a * hilify of the leaves and flowers remaining 
practice to which, in the present state of in- i unclianged. In a solution of arsenical acid 
formation, I should ncf myself assent, at|of the arseniate of soda, or oxy muriate of 
leas in cases of true scirrhus. If the stir- \ mercury, irritability tmd flexibility werMvle- 
rhus is doing no urgent miecliief to the I stroyed within three hours. If.'iffuuimortKim, 
patient, then you had better wait; but if ! or fHiinwrdica were sub- 

there are fever and inflammation, tbe high ^ milled to the ncliou of their own poison- 
probability is, that the parts will contract jous substances, which was done by placing 
adhesions with the surrounding viscera, j the detached leaves of these plants in a so- 
which may make it difiicultto remove the lotion of the extracts, or expressed juices, 
ovary. Add to which, where you have a jin distilled water, (five grains to an ounce,) 
scirrhus of the ovary, it may he so finnly ' they' very soon shrunk, und died within an 
imbedded in the pelvis on the one side or! hour or two, while other leaves, placed in 
tlie other, as to make the removal of it ini' \ a stduti'.n of gum, underwent no alteration 


practicable, or, at all events, a work of con- * 
siderahle difficulty and danger, not to add 
tliat the disttnse nttiy not be confined to one 
ovary only, but may extend iuelf into the 
other. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


EFFECT OF POISONS OX PLANTS, 

M. Macaire Prierep has lately made 
eome interesting experiments on the ab- 
eorption of poisonous substances by plants, 
and the changes which they subsequently 
undergo. The flowers of violet and colum- 
bine, ( Vic>la odnrata and A(}uilegia tmlgarhy) 
the stalks of which were plunged into a so- 
lution of the acetate of lead, became of a 
green colour, a considerable time before their 
complete death, which did not lake place 
for two or three days. In a solution of the 
oxyrauriate of mercury, these plants died 
within nearly the samf time ; but absorp- 
tion appeared to be much less active, anf 
did not exceed a certain degiof ; 
flowers only, which were very near the sur- 
face of the liquid, being changed in colour.' 
The solutions of mineral adds were ab- 
sorbod so rapidly;, that the flowers of violet 
became red even before they had lost their 
odour, and Uio course of absorption was dis- 
tinctly visible by tlje progressive discoloura- 
tion of the stalk, in all these experiments, 
some flowers of the same ipedei were 


I whaU'ver, If the roots of the plants in 
’question were moistened with a solution of 
! their extracts, they gradually lost their vi- 
gour, and died within a short time, li seems, 
then, that the juices of the plants in queslion, 
which are delete,riou.s to other vegetables, 
are poisons to the very plants from which 
they are extracted. This present.^ a strik- 
ing analogy between the animal and vege- 
table kingdom ; for it is well known that 
venomous serpents are poisoned by their 
own bite. 

According to M. hlacuire, the re.suUs of the 
latter experiments are to be ©xpinined either, 
Ist, By til© iliemirul alteration wliich the 
vegetable juices undergo when exposed to 
the atmcsjdieric air, and wLit h consists in 
the nbsorjition of carbonic acid, and tlio 
emission of oxygen ; or, tildly, By supposing 
that tiie deleterious principle is, in the 
plant, contained in peculiar canals, and se- 
parated from the sap by a sort of secretioUf 
— /Imal, de Cfiim, tt de PAi/s, , 

DtSCRlI’TION OP THE UrotMENTS OF A 

lys, extracted from the tbsticlk of 

A CaiLD SEVEN MOKTJiS OLD. 

, MlVu 'Wzmt, or 

In ill© neighbourbood of Clog8ii, Jft 
Silesia, ihft wii^B of a labourer .was in De- 
cember, lh^7, doliveied of a bedthy male 
child, which during six months enjoyed 
good health ; but having after this period 
been afl©e(ed with dysuria, was, found to 
have a hijd swefcpg of the left testi^df,. 
and cohgeipdttd phiiiDOsia* The latter having. 
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been removed by tbe operation, the testicle 
rapidly increased in size, so Uiat the scrotum 
at last hung down to the knees ; the tumour 
had an uneven surface, was veiy hard, and 
tender on pressure, end as it continued to 
grow, was on the 9th of July removed. The 
ligature come away on the 12th, and the 
wound was completely healed by the begin- 
ning of August. 

The ^‘ztirpaiecl testicle was four inches 
and a quarter iu length, and two and a quar* 
ter in diameter ; it weighed seven ounces, 
nod its parenchyma w'as infiltrated with a 
grettM', ichorous matter, of a yellow colour. 
Ko tlmce of the epididymis could be found, 
'ihe tunica vaginulis being opened, a solid 
oblong body was exposed, and on a closer 
inspection, found to be a thigh bone, without 
its periosteum, one inch and a half in length ; 
in the circumjacent^ tissue, the rudiments of 
several other bones were found, which on a 
more accurate examinatiou proved to be the 
pelvis of a fa'tus at tiic fourth month ; the os 
coccygis was very much curved; the sa- 
criiin terminated in a ligamentous mass, 
which appeared to represent the rudiments 
of the lumbar veriebraj. I’lje head of the 
right thigh-bone was much compressed, 
w'ithout any trace of the neck, although 
two prominences, resembling the trochan- 
ters, were vii^ible ; its lower end terminated 
in two tuberosities, representing rae inter- 
mil and exlerual condyles. The left os 
pubis and the ischium were totally wanting ; 
the ilium, which was well formed, hud at- 
inched to its semicircular line the left thigh 
hone, which was only iliree- fourths of an 
inch in length, and its lower extremity bent 
backwards ; the tibia were almost entirely 
caitiloginous, and were separated by a very 
thick inter-osseous ligament ; the foot was 
represented by a confused cnrtilo" incus ! 
muss, without any distinct traces of toes. N'o ! 
other rodimenfs of any fijctul organs could 
be found in the testicle, the substunco of 
which was not in a morbid stole, except 
from mechanical pressure, 'i'he child from 
which it had been reninvod wos, five years 
after the operation, in the enjoyment of ex- 
ceUent bealth.—- Btrl/ctin d«» Sc. Med. 

SMAtfc-V03t-> ZVII^SMV AT MAHSEILLES IN 

1828 . 

From the ofiteial report which the 
HoyaUi d« Mdddclm of Marseiiles Itas lately 
published, on the mortality froha small-pox 
during the last epidemy, ond 6h the compa- 
rutive fj'eqnenoy of the disease aftervacn- 
II nUonyit appears, that of 30,000 vaccinated 
iadividtifth, about 1000 w*ere affected with 
the variolous erojition, whkh in 20 cases ter- 
m'matei fatally. Of 8000 who had 

neither been veocinate<l aw itiocnlati*d, 
40tH)'w*ore infected with Bii!kaU-pox,of whom 
no left thftn 1000 Of tO'A) whp hod 


been affected with anian>pOX> either from 
inooulation or spontaneously, 20 hadase* 
cond attack of the disease, and four died. 

EXOSTOSIS OF FUE MAXILLAUY SINUS. 

Maria Foella, a peasant girl at a village 
in the neighbourhood of Pavia, had from her 
infancy been in tlie habitual enjoyment of 
^ood health up to her eighteenth year, at 
which period a tumour, of the size of a filbert, 
appeared on the left upper jaw, and gradu- 
ally, though slowly, increased in size. Her 
raensea had always b^n regular, and as her 
general health was urraisturbed, she married 
in her 20th year, and soon became preg- 
nant. The tumour had, at this time, at- 
tained a considerable size, was free from 
pain, very hard, and evidently seated in the 
bone. Several external remedies having 
been applied without any effect, Dr. Atti, 
of Pisa, was consulted, who perforated the 
tumour, ond by introducing a needle, endea- 
voured to produce caries, and a subsequent 
exfoliation of the exostosis. This was also 
attended with no success, and the disease 
was left to itself for four years, during 
which time the tumour increased in breadth 
aud height, so as to project about two 
inches, and forcibly to compress the nose, 
orbit, and mouth. The repeated attacks of 
inflainraatioii of the eye, resulting from this 
pressure, had produced opacity of the cor- 
nea, 'I’he smell on the left side of the nose 
was destroyed, the mouth distoited, tffte pa- 
late depressed, the movements of the tongue 
land deglutition impeded, aud hearing con- 
Isiderably impaired on the affected side. 
The patient was examined by MM, Vacca, 
I'Celii, ond Puletta, who declared the dis- 
ease to he a fungous growth of the inaxil- 
lury sinos, and proposed its removal from 
the cavity of the mouth. An incision was 
tiiude into the depression of the palate, and 
an oval piece of the osseous paries Laving 
been removed by menus of a scalpel, tha 
operator was going to detach ilie tumour 
from its adhesion with the bone, when a 
violent hiumorrhage from the substance of 
tiie morbid growth occurred, and produced 
repeated attocks of syncope, which sus- 
pended the further progress of tbe opera- 
tion. The bleeding was arrested by the 
introduction of Hot, dipped in ice-water and 
vinegar. From (he small piece of bona 
whi^ had been removed, it appealed that 
tbe tumour consisted of an osteo-fungoid 
mass, and was covered at ita*lower part by 
a very thin osseous lamina. Three days after 
the operation, the surgeon endeavoured to 
lotroquce his finger iuio (ho opening, and 
to detach a larger portion of tlie fungous 
growth, when the lumonbngo rocuned 
witli the same violence as before. All 
farther atteiupts "’ero accordingly desisted 
ftotUi and the hsi’morrUnge having boe^ ur« 
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rMle4, the wop4 w« dwwe4 with h^ain, 
and, in order to check ihe wUerioi jfrQwih 
of the tumour, it wot thought adriaahle to 
keep up suppuration of the parts ; but on the 
eighth day after the first operation ||je vouod, 
aiid, within a short lime afterwards, the 
neighbouring organs became gangrenous i a 
line of demarcation soon formed, hut all the 
teeth of the upper jaw, the alveolar process, 
two thirds of the bonj palate, a great por- 
tion of the vomer, the left nasal and inferior 
turbinated bone, nearly half of the molar 
hone, and the greater part of the upper 
jaw, cither came away^'or vrere extracted by 
'the forceps. The lacrymal bone was dis- j 
charged from an abscess which formed on 
the cheek, the other bones by the mouth 
and nose. The operation had been per- 
formed on the 2‘id of Jnue. and the parts 
were perfectly healed on the 14th of Sep- 
tember.— ^»nah di M(dicina> 


DOUBLB PUPIL IN ONE EYE. j 

A remarkable case of double pupil was j 
observed bj Professor Paciui, of Lucca, in ^ 
a young man who, in bis childhood, had, 
from an unknown external cause, been af* 
fected with chronic infiammation of tbs left 
eye, which had left it in the following 
state The external parts of the eye are 
healthy, the cornea is perfectly tianspa- 
rent, except at its external part, where tliere 
is a spjall pterygium ; the pupil is elliptic, 
the fourth part of a line iti height, aud one 
line in breadth, and immoveable even in the 
strongest light. Tlie upper eye-lid being 
raised, another pupil, three Hues and a 
half in its largest, and one liue in its small- , 
est diameter, is discovered at the upper! 
portion of the iris ; it is somewhat directed 
towards the iuterual angle of the eye, and] 
likewise insensible to light. The parts be- , 
hind it are perfectly transparent. The young | 
man is long sighted, and squints, the left | 
eye being constantly turned towards the 
nose ; whenever be looks at an object with 
both eyes, he sees it simple and distinct j 
if tlie healthy eye be closed^ and the acces- 
sory pupil covered, the object appears con- 
fused, but if seen with the superior pupil 
ciily, it appears simple and distinct. When- 
ever he looks wi th the morbid eye at an ob- 
ject placed before him, he sees its right half 
only, and that double; in order to see it 
simple, he is forced' to direct the eye to- 
wards the external angle, and even then the 
right half is seen more distinetly and loine- 
wlmt higher than the other. OljecU ap- 
pear of the fame size, whether seen with the 
morhid or iiealthy eye ; and continued exer- 
tion of the former produces a dissgreeable 
sensation in the interior of the |lohe, «o that 
he is obliged repeatedly to close tlik eye- 
lids.— Jenm. del Proffr» 


TO» 

JAMES JOHNSTONE, 

rost-Ofilce-IIJD., . 

Of iht UnMt^ Akrdm, 


" men” AND "MEASURES.” 

Dear "Bob,”— Having wandered through 
that fairy -land of romantic vituperaiion-- 
the second volume of your fellow-groddf.t(? s 
miscellany— allow us to present you with 
another offering of flowers, selected from 
that “ Arabv” of the heart, on which you 
and vour brother Roderick muy regale your- 
selves, like the two kings of Brenta, smell- 
1 ing to one rose. Should this bouquet of the 
affections torture tlie seusts by the union 
of its odours, pray do not give us credit for 
your “ aromatic pain,” for, as Mr, Moore 
sings of his harp, — 

“ — Tis your glory alone ; 

We are but as the wind passing heedlessly 
over, 

And all the wild sweetness we wake is 
your own.” 

In the former volume, which we examined 
on a late occasion, your friend Macleod, 
them nil coacli doctor, seema to have labour- 
ed under some reatraint— to have dreaded 
the iudulgeucfe of his naluial feelings ; but, in 
the present, his innate jiroiiensiiies ope* 

' rate unchecked, and he riots iu all the end- 
less exuberance of his dulness and malig- 
nity. Low 118 had been his estimate of his 
disciples’ taste and disimsition, the extent 
of the vitiation of both appears to have been , 
even to himself, a discovery of which, how- 
ever, be certainly makes the most in his 
aiibsequent use of the secret. Adapting, iu 
the commencement of his career, the vim- 
lence of hia comments to the conjectured 
capacity of his constituents for slander, he 
gradually increases the strength of the dciie 
as he proceeds, until, in the potion before 
us, he revives, inteliectually, the physiesl 
phenomenon of Mithridstei,by domonstltd” 
ing that the faction, to which he has hMome 
poisof -vender, can subsist on veJSiMtt nLone, 
withont a revullioB of* the moittal system. 
In tliis second monument of his abusive 
industry, no qnslms of moderation mitigate 
his malevolence; the afiected mildness of 
timidity end reserve, with which U>e fi»t 
products of his labour were blended, has 
passed away in the progressive ebuljitimi of 
his roaliee, and we bsve here collktid* in. 
dkis ioul reservoir of envious sourrlM the 
pure, nnaduhersted eisenoe of hatrei tnd 
rbfcnge* Hi the admuustrstion of hit oe* 
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lumnioii« pliiltet to his deluded edmlrers, he ’ eten if he thought so, he t^ouW hesitate to 
does not altogether forget the rules of his make the statement, through a natural ap 
art ; good feeling ".was once tlie adju* jirehension of ngt being believed ; tlm doc- 
vant with which ho sweetened the potion ; ‘ tor, however, neither doubts nor dreads dis- 
“ measures, not men," is now the corrigcttt belief, bt|*, depending, we prestime, on the 
employed to make it sit easy on the sto-j resources of rhetoric to save his consistency, 
mach of his victims. Let us sen liow he states o conjecture liritii Oil the ft'rce of a 
keeps this promise to th© ear, and breaks ’known fact. Any other individual, not 
it to the understanding. ^ even a professor of Roderick’s principle of 

In his preface to the volume before us, | attacking “measured" not might 

we find him sparing “men” and assailing | be inclined to save appearances, whatever 
‘^measures,” with a propriety of feeling ; his real motives might be, by assigning the 
and precision of etiquette at wiiich the i error of a proposition, and not its impu- 
Speaker of the IIou.se of Commons might; deuce, os a reason its refutation ; hut no 
no# lake unthruge “ We have ft ailcssiy ■ such specious artifice influences the conduct 
denounced the system of literary [dundcr, ; of the doctor, who relies on tlie metonymi- 
and [H-rsonul abuse, wliit h had degraded | cal powers of his pen to transmute the im- 
medical literature ; and opposed our earnest | imdence of an opinion, not only into a good 
and sincere eflbrta against the tide of de- i argument for its correclion, but also with- 
traction which was so rapidly undermining j out giving the slightest offence. In the 
the reputation of the [uof.’.ssion. With n | following pos.sngo he extends his arbitrary 
view to efftct ibis, we have not liesitoted ■ use oflangua^^e still farther, and indulges in 
to tear the musk from the face of the im-^more daring figures of spieech, thus: — 
poster, and show him in his narive hideous- 1 ” The Editor of Tiik Lanxet is delighted ; 
ness." This, indeed, is not bad for a begiu- l»e sees, iu prospect, frt'sli chiiraclera to be 
ning, considering that “ measures," not ■ sacrificed, and gloats on the victims of a 
“ men,’’ were the objects of attack ! The new calumniator.” The art of persuasion, 
mail coach graduate iu medioiiie, Jiowaver, as rhetoric has been defined, sanctions no 
appears to.be more of the rhetorician than bolder means of attaining its objects than 
thereasoner; he addresses himself move to that by which a writer, or speaker, ex- 
the imagination and the passions than to changes identity with an opponent, and 
the understanding. By some J<ach hypo- presumes to describe what is passing in the 
thesis alone can he be rescued from the ” enemy’s camp." This grand manoeuvre 
dilemma of self-contradiction ; Unis, in the | of oratory is not cfti)y exemplified, but even 
present instance, by a skilful use of that exceeded, in the sentence quoted by Rode- 
lively figure of rlietoric, called metonymy, Irick, who, having insinuated himself into 
which enables ft writer to dispenso with the ibis antagonist’s breast, not only sees the 
literal interprepation of words, he inseiisi- ; present, but also the future, condition of its 
bly sulMStitutes the agent for the act, and feelings. After this splendid specimen of 
assaults “ measures " by tho figurative ap- metathesis, by which he incorporates liim- 
p<dlatioB of “n>en.” With the assistance self with, or transforms himself into, the 
of this explaiifttory key, the ob#curi(y of Editor of The Lancet, the next quotation 
the doctor’s composition is entirely removed ; should neither surprise us by the audacity 
and Such imputations us “ delinquency, de- of its assertion nor by the virulence of its 
traction, imposture, and atrocity,” become sentiment In the records of literary 
the cuf rent coin of ^voliteneaa and complui- atrocity,” he says, “we have met nothing 
Mucc ; ibCfe terms of persoual reproach mortr monstrous than the conduct to which 
being, of coarse, intended to express some- the Editor of Th e Lancet pleads guilty in 
things different from their ordinary menuiog. his last Number." We were wrong in pre- 
W« agreeably avail ourselves of this clue to pariUg the reader against suT))rise at this 
tiia myateriinia labyrinths of his style to lead passage ; on reconsidering it, we perceive 
the darkness of the following pas- it contains a difficulty which is scarcely ex- 
ia|^ diatingaiahaU for the bold- pKoable by the help of even tlie doctor’s 

nesaiolttoW»®***bis,k»gicaIk^ licentious use of rhetoric ; for, though it 

sivO |>hrffitoelogy> and hontojgeiiity of aenti- may bo allowable to represent a man guilty 
meat with the writer’s profassionS;--*« After of monatrous otrocities, the improbability of 
a month’s preparation, an answer has been bia acknowlpdgment of such crimes is not 
publiabed, to which we sUmdd not have re- so readily digested. We have no doubt, 
plledi.bttt tor the purpose of pointiiiig out however, that the author of the subsequent 
the impudenee of its misrepreseatations." fragment of elotjoence, in the pathetic line, 
Maa^ of the eharacteristioa of the doctor’s w*Ould be able, from his intimate acquaint- 
wririn| an contained witoin the limits even ancewitb all the figures of speech, to fur- 
of toii short phrase. Anotlier writer would niah us with a precedent tor the practice, 
dou& iimt a toonth could be employed to and clear up the apparent obscurity of his 
aoaipostogit few pages of Taalascttiatto* meaning When we behold," exclaims 
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indJgnttBt rbKtoi^ciaTii ** tl»4 onpratoXadJ with a halter, it li exacnWt | Th« reaton* 
aggressions of hold, had meoi on the fceliag* ing:, on Koderirk’s part, ia camlmm ; 
and property of inditiduaU, do we not glow though we may not be attfficiently acute to 
with indignation, and lodg to see justice perceive how tfiftl by jury should he useful 
done to the iniured parties V* “ Poor, rir* for opposing political innovation, and unfit, 
tuous people!” exclaimfid Hohcspierre, at the same time, for dispenautg justice 
with a peculiar unction of intonaUon, on between man and man, the prmntion of 
seeing the Sans Culottes ornameuling their oppression and the parties being precisely 
pikes with the beads of their victims, dur* ahke in both cases. An institute, which is 
lug the French llevolutiou. *' Do we not here considered competent to protect a peo- 
loug to see justice done to the injured par* pie from tiro encroachments of despotism, 
ties?” cries Roderick, on casting a sympa- might, by any less enlightened jurist, he 
theiic glance on the calumniated execution* thought quite jmwerrul enough to sliiehl 
ers of the London llnypita'is. Congenial 1 one individual from the aggressions of ano- 
spirits 8f>eok a kindred dialed, though horn ' then Roderick, however, thinks ot^n- 
in distant countries ; the hypocritical phrase 5 wise, and would prefer the caprice of (me 
of the sanguinary jacobin of Paris admits, ] “ tuliivaled mind” to the opinion of twelve 
at least, of an easy translation into the l*ha-; honest rden. Jlad the recollection of the 
risaicalcanlofihecal’S'paw ofeorruptioa in| jury, which awarded him five j'ounds da* 
Loitdon. I mages, on a recent occasion, nnv thing to do 

With the coinmeijcement of another to* with the tirade against trial by jury? W «.» 
lume, we arrive at a new era in the philan- meiely throw out the hint, w'ithoul any 
ihropic labours of your amiable friend Rode* I lateution of impuliiig improper motives, 
rick. An opportunity, worthy of theexer-j The jury-system being thus summarily 
else of his talents, fortunately presculed i disposed of, the character of the defendaut 
itself about this period, in the legal pro* 1 naturally comes under that anathema pro- 
ceedings of Mr. liransbv Cooper, to prove nouncfrti against an institute, to say any 
to the people of Lnglaiicl his skill and dex* thing in llie praise of which would be "nearly 
terity as a iithotoroist. To discuss the de* as ridiculous as Roderick's abuse of it. Uy 
tails of this “ Waterloo”^ between the me- way, we presume, of eiciling odium against 
dical ](re8s and the hospital sorgeutis of the defendant, we are told, that, ** like 
London, with the name of whose hero Cobbett and Hunt, he intends, on tbisou- 
BritisU nurses scare their babes into repose, casimi, to conduct his own cause.” I’hc 
as Mol^medan mothers used to do formerly faeiiitie* which the rules of rlictoric supply, 
with tlwit of Scanderberg, or Sobieski, would fer lowering or exalting any subject, urn 
he now a work of supererogation.* The use pcrpelually tempting Roderick to their 
alone which-has been made of the occasion : ahuhe, even in luntters of law and common 
claims our present consideration. To (jua- ! sense : tJie just application of the '* simile,’’ 
lify hiimn'lf for the office of un impartial in this instance, is truly admirable, being 
judge, and a competent legal authority in founded on the siiiglo point of resemblance, 
tJio pending suit, he first favours ua w;iib of Cobhetl or Hunt having pleaded his 
ilia opinion of the merits and demerits of own case, ihougli, in every other tircum- 
‘Vtrial by jury.” “ We have alwHys 'says stance, the pensons assimiluted are eisen- 
Roderick, w'iio siiincs as couspicuously as (iaily dia^itniUr. ^'othing easier than to 
a civilian as a rhetorician), loiikcd on trial make similes” on this principle, so much 
by jury as a bulwark against political inno- mi, indeed, that we are tempted to try our 
vation, rather than as the most desirable imnd atone. 'I'lius:— a jack ass (wo beg 
method of dispensing josUco botweenTuan the beast’s pardon for placing him in {he 
and man. This object, w'e ihrnk, would be present company) is well known to have a 
much better attained by refetring the matter moutli, cves.eari iu abundancei und asouoo 
at issue to the dveision of one inteiligeut^ roos kind of voice, vulgarly called braying ; 
cultivated mind, accustomed to view such !lMierickMackb.-od,malUcoaohptivaii;^tbi^^ 
cases iu all their bearings, and too acute aUo bleaied with tbesa wganaylul^ 
in estimating the value of arguments to be erg«, (Udeiick Macteod,acrordm|to]i!toowu 
JUialed by the sjM ciaT pleading of counsel ou standard df similitudev must * be • perfect 
eiUipr side,” From the chord which the fse-aimilb of n«~*jacka»il VVt fougnitulBte 
minstrei strikes in this prelude, the charae- Idm Oii the Tiknaesa, which of>«oufic must 
Uri of the subsf queot performance may be be true to the lifei being the production of 
predicicd witli tolernhle occuracy. Trial by hii own accurate pettcil, Tlie derendant 
jury is a very gos>d thing to opfiose political ffeieg iuUk in the parallel with Mr. Cob-^ 
tniiovation ; trial by jury is not so good bett, his wRuesaes are neat called up for 
for dispetisitig justice betwet^ maa and judgmeiR, and ehotdd not eapect W be 
man; tlrat is, w'beii its uuUtjf does not treated more leuiently ilian the jury and 
l>la<!e our own neck in danger, it ia exeelv defyndaoLby (he Eiredtnmjathua of ^ 1 - 
lent; but, when ft threatebii that maiftHr|uoakrBdw, who lumdi batch 
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over to tUe penaltiei of iafamy in the fol- 
lowing merciful sentence When we 
look oo the list of witnesseo for the defen- 
daut, we are lost in astaaislifOftnt at his 
audacity in attempting to subslorviiate . a 
serious charge by such incompetent wit- 
nesses. We know not at which most to 
marvel, his e,ffroutery iu acknowledging 
such worthless assot'iates, or his folly in 
trusting to them, one of whom only seems 
to have been less ignorant of the matter 
than himself. Such are the friends of The 
Lancet— such the men who have dared to 
pass their judgmeut on an operation which 
c^ly one of them imd ever performed ! " — 
l^orn this grove indictment two charges 
agaiost the witnesses are clearly deducible : 
lli(i.lir8t implies that they were, from tlicir 
character, unworthy of belief, on llieir oath, 
the second asserts that they were incom- 
petent to give evidence on a subject of 
which tiiey were ignorant, never, themselves, 
having performed the operation of litlio- 
tomy. Of the circumstances which render 
them unworthy of credence, we can notice 
but a few, which, however, may serve as 
apecimens of lioderick’s reasoning on these 
topics. One of them, says Roderick, was 
a pottttoe merchant ; ergo, his oath goes for 
nothing I The syllogism put into form, 
tiierefore, stands thus : merchant, potatoes, 1 
perjury! The. chain of induction is com- j 
plete i bull if selling potutdv:> tends to false I 
swearing, what man, according to Kode* j 
rick’s logic, can believe the guiity wretch 
who eats thcml For the lionour of that 
truly Irish root, w’e must demur to Rode- 
rick’s conclusiou, that either seiUug, buy- 
ing, or eating potatoes, has any tendency 
whatever to perjury, in the next instance, 
Roderick is equally happy in his ratiocina- 
tion; another of the witnesses, he repre- 
sents as having lived with o gentleman 
wlio married a relation of the defend- 
ant i ergo, his abjuration is incredible. 
The pru|H}SUion, therefore, stands thus: 
relRtionship, matrimony, fuUo sweoring! 
'J'he married men and tho bachelors are 
deeply interested iu this convincing argu- 
ment; the former should take care how 
they yield to the matrimonial temptation to 
perjury; theJatter should remain in a state 
t(!f *‘ single blessedMess," lest their vera- 
oRysliould :he anmiheed, along witli their 
liberty, on the aitms orilymen and Cupid. 
V(>on these substetiiuai grounds, Hoderick 
. is {mlrided with astonis^ient that any jury 
woulil pay the slightest regard to the oaths 
of. individuals who wera knowuto have been 
fuilcyof the crimes ordeaUng in potatoes and 
Sw “ ftttrse* ;” ytJtit is a melancholy fact, 
Ibst a jury, would oskno better evidehbe than 
the oath of any one of these attainted wit- 
Jtfsses to Stt^tdv Raderisk himself, for 
1^0 legid timOi in if out of the 0ld Ba^ey ! 


A.tt oath pro, and an oath con, however, tre 
two very diffisirent things in the logic of par- 
tizantbip ; so much so, that the one is al- 
ways true, and the other always false. Yet, 
making every allowance for this friendly 
feeling, it ia extremely odd that Roderick 
should have objected to the testimony of 
clanship in the case of the. defendant, and 
pass tliat of the plaintiff over in silence, 
whose witnesses were all, one way or 
anotlier, polluted by connexion and patro- 
nage. 'i'he second count in the indictment 
is supported by arguments equally conclu- 
l^vc and consistetit : it states that the wit- 
nesses never performed the operation of 
lithotomy, therefore they were incompe- 
‘ tent to deliver an opinion on the question at 
I issue ! This tiocisiou holds out rather a 
1 fearful prospect for young lilhotomiats, and 
old martyrs to the stone; it prevents, in. 
fact, the former from ever attempting the 
I operation, and, by inference, precludes the 
I latter from the hoj^es of relief. For, if it be 
I unjustifiable to pronounce an opinion on the 
: manner in which the operation sliould be 
i perfonned without actual experience, it 
longlit, surely, according to all ideas of pro- 
i portion belvi'een punishment and crime, to 
i be noibing less tliun death by the law, to 
[attempt the operation itself without this 
qualificBtiou of experience, which, however, 
no operator, in his first incisions iu the peri- 
neum. can ever possess ! If an operator is 
never to undertake the task of cutting for 
the stone until he has first rerftoved' one, 
why he muy remain all his life with an un- 
stained scalpel iu his hand, suspended be- 
tween tho hope of success and the fear of 
failure, like the metaphysical donkey be- 
i Iw'een the two bundles of liay, which was 
starved while deliberating ou which of them 
he sltould regale himself first. On the other 
hand, if u student’s knowledge qualify 
him, (as indeed it always must,) for putting 
j in jeopardy the life of a fellow.creature, 
would not any one, less refined in his no 
I tioas of piojrriety' than Roderick, thiuk thet 
the information which wits suilicient in a 
case of life or death, would ho more than 
satisfactory iu a merp opinion on the man- 
ner in which the operfition should be exe- 
eutedl Bid not Mr. Bransby Cooper him- 
self extract his Heat calculus ou tho strength 
of tliia presumption I Nay, dues not Rode- 
rick himself, who, we dare say, neither ever 
performed this operation, nor vi‘as present 
at the one iu question, consider himself per- 
fectly competent to di.icuss and decide on 
every pactiewkr of the case I ’1 he jury, de- 
fendant, and his witnesses, being severally 
set aside, Sir .Tmnea Scarlett is introduced 
on the couvass, in all the pomp of panegyric. 
” Next in order of succession,’^ says Ro- 
derink, ** we come to the speech of Sit 
Jamex Scarlett, probably one of the most 
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•filevdid effort* of feTentic ektitteeet that trieel* ’• fftl»e 0^#f fciid, be 

ever wei made^ For 8om% idee of it we beW ftow tbe party w «H»*e pay 
must refer lo our report, but po word* can happeua to be, U>» reuri. Uacap of ek- 
coarev *o adequate coocej'tion of the queace ia altogetner act atHue, aod the adro* 
ruaiterl}’ aod iwpaanoned wtaaaer in wbicb aata become*^ iiietanBy ^p «oW»ri«Mj)e. 
lie sketched the education and career of bi% moaiWaeal The dexibuity of HodertciU 
client, and coatrasted theni with the ob* atairdard (the bviU will be excuied in an 
score oxiitm and wortldesa career tif his tra- irishman) for estimating the cmnpatatm 
ducer, who. like the foul raven, feeds on all merit of forensic oratory, will be ttill more 
that cleanlier natures loathe." When a apparent in the following dewrijrUoii ot the 
writer turns commentator on himself, the defentfe against Sir JamesSeatWttr-^ it was 
criticism of another hand would be quite false in statement, sophistical in argument, 
superfluous ; we shall allow Hoderick to coarse in language, and diabolical in ten* 
apeak his opinions, on amrther occasion, dency." These qualities of oraloty are 
the estimatiou in which he holds the forensic satisfactorily accounted for by Itoderitl, 
eloquence of counsel, by w'ay of illustrating who saya lii«i the defoivdant, during the 
the preceding passage. When treating of delivery of his defence, •' frequently drank 
the retreat of Mr. Ciuthrie, llodorick thus what ap| eared to be brandy and water." 
expresses himself: — “He (Mr. (iulhrie) The character of the defence is summed up, 
might have remembered that, in such cases, |geueTally, in the fol.owing description : — 
the rejkrei^enta lions of council are always re* ! “ we fiud the general opinion to correspond 
ceived with limitation, and looked upon as ’ with what we expressed last week, that the 
the purchasf (t services of the hireling who | defendant hud managed his esuso in a very 
sells a given quantity of abuse for its eqniva- i bungling mamier ; and the eslimation in 
lent in gold, and, smothering his real | which he and his witnenses were lield hy 
opinions aou feelings, prostitutes his talents .judge and jury, is apparent from the charge 
io the. first that fees him, however despicable! of the oue and the decision of the other," 
aud degraded, just as the harlot docs her ; *1 he talents which we have .shown Iloderick 
person to the first who beckons ikor’ witbj to possess for rhetoric and ratiocination, 
money in his hand, linwever loathsome, or • save us the trouble of examining the argu- 
however vile !" Eh ! Sir James, what think ; meats severally, by which he arrives at the 
you of the versatile pencil of your glowing! preceding inferences, which we state more 
encomiast now I As Hamlet has it, “look! for corroboration lhaa disciisHion. Jio- 
upon this picture and on that," tnd «ay for ; dcrick always find* what he seeks for in the 
which of rtiem have you *atl But be not ‘Composition of his opponents, hi* wishes, on 
alsrnied : it is the peculiar privilege of these occasions, being the parent of his 
genius to exalt or depress objects accord* opinions; we can, therefore, readily enough 
iog to its caprice, or the necossily of the understand how be discovered the false* 
occasion. Koderick's geriius lies in fiction, hood, tophiftry, roarseness. and devitism, 
tnd naturally imitates the eccentricities of of the defendant’s reydy to evidence ; but 
the poets. In the present iu*t8oce, lie sp* wo eanuol »o readily perceive how he 
pears to have kilowed no less a model than lean»fil, tbrnugli the help of vision alone, 
Simonides. 'I'his respectabl? old writer of that there wa» braitdy in the apeaker’i 
elegy, who, it is said, was more nierce&ary glass! We are not at all defending Mr, 
than “ bard beseems," was once requested, VVukley from tlie charge of refreshing him* 
by sGrecion squire, to celebrate, ina trium- »<df under such fatiguing t ircumstances, by 
pbalode, iho victory of a pair of mole* in the use of stimulanfs ; for we would cer- 
the chariot rsces ; considering the sum tainly think the less of him and his oration, 
offered loo little for his trouble, be apolo* if we thought that one drop of water had 
gised by statiug, that he did not consider been mingled with his beverage, wluiecotlt* 
tlie animsls sufficicAtly noble to be dignified posing or delivering such an able statf« 
by tlie praitss of hii muse*, a larger sum ment, on the itrinciple of Dr* 
being promiriri, the hard reconfideted the seals of drinking ; vis.i ** risret for 
subject, sad looking qow to (he nobility of port for ftten, tm for kimm/' W« 
themuiesontbe maternal aide alone of their merely Wonch^ at the manner in wMtfo the 
genealogy, he iroroediately celebrated their obgotno was detected in the orystil} bat, to 
triomph in one ofhis ohoicett odes, com- i^odertek, til things are easy i and we have 
menetng thus Xofofr’ ‘oiMeirdlwi^ftry** no doubt that, were it necematT for a Wfore 
•spiffwirwr. Thus it entirely depend* on the thorough viltfleatioii of the deft ndaat^ 
source of a brief, sail his own interest, in cburiKiter, Eoderick would oot only hare 
what light aeounSer* pleadings are viea'ed transmuted the clear lykiph intoriM&ol, bitt 
by Kofierkk : if the brief be derived from would ’riso bare changed in cotonr at bis 
the hostile ride of the court, the mercenary coaiinmtd, likn that modest water" at Ibe 
origin of forensic oratory stsnrps H at oace marriage foist in OaHlf^, Whmh, 
as the worthless prodtmVion of prostimtsd id SJfydan’bpmaphrawoffonmirim^ 
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iu God, and bluiVed/' \TitU seipect to tlie 
accordance between tbe nTailrCoaobgreda* 
ate’a opinion, mi that of tbe public, on tbe 
nature f n4 result of this celebrated tviul, we 
sliall decline speaking ourselves, considering 
it a very unnccesaary , if not a preaumpiudns, 
task to o^er any views on tbe question, 
when other writers are to he lound to 
ansnw this purpose so much better than 
ourselveSf The first we shall confront with 
Uoderick is a writer in the last number of 
“ The Now Monthly Magaiine,” who soys, 
“ the most singular circumstance in this 
trial w as, that while the defendaut brought 
gward numerous witnesses, all present at 


but the unlucky patientj comp?ei»tP 
were aoon silenced. VVhat oould the lestf 
atteoding governors say, but that they were 
incompetent judges of opera tionsi WMt 
would the assisting surgeons and physiciaba 
say I Nothiug. It was not their policy to 
involve themselves in feuds with tUcit 
brethren. But now coipes in an inspector, 
qualified by his knowledge to detect the 
errors of practice » nud iude pen dent of the 
parties. It Is impossible but good must 
arise, from consciousness in the operators 
and phyeicians, that their conduct is sure 
to he the subiect of public attention. 
One subject wf strongly recommend to 


iiuiuttiu„o — I ^ ' il I 

tbe Operation in quesiion. to justify his aver- its pages, the gross liabitof nlUng the Uos- 
jiienls,the plaintiff only produced one such i pital siluatioiis with iha cousins and cou- 
persou present, but several as to cliaraclcr. | nexions of the leading professional men. 
The evidence teemed decidedly for the defendant. 1 We have too routh of this iu every depart- 
The plaintiff's character could weigh little i ment. But as the government only takoa 
against direct evidence. But it beems the i care of our liberlies, and ilm church of our 
iurv took into account the mode in which . souls, we may spare our indignation on tri- 
the slleged libel was worded. ThUtmlwill\\h\ points. But our bodies must not Lo 
be a public good. Many clever surgeons who ' tampered with nt the mercy of tbe nearest 
can operate well before two or three indi- 1 and dearest blockheads that ever walked m 
vidmiU, are too nervous /or their work, sur- 1 the go-cart of patronage. The nepotism we 
rounded by two or tljrco hundred of the • should not allow to a pope, we shall not 
profession,* young and old." This is the; allow to a .surgeon ; and we heaitdy wish 
opinion of the leading Whig Magoaine: let] that Sit xVsthy and his nephew would lake 


US see what its contemporary, " Tbe : tbe hint, nod that the governors of our hos- 
Wonlhly Magaaine," and pink of Toryism, 1 piials would, in every insUnce, dUcounte- 
lias to eay on the matter : “ The verdict was | nance the family system. If it iiave loaded 
certainly not within our cu mlalioa; but, : every other profession with imbecility, why 
w'llh tlie Bench, we have no design to war. ‘ should it be less cumbrous, stupid, and ha* 
I'he figure made by Sir A. Cooper was j zardous, where tbe blockhead siands kuife 
rather curious ; and we think bis absence | in hand V* Such are the coucunentopinioius 
would have done him full us nmch credit. * of these two antipodes in politics on tbe re- 
Mr. B. Cooper, however, gained a verdict, | suit of the uiul *, and we might go on qnot- 
and we are satisfied the experience acquired i iug authorities to the same effect, from every 
on this occasion, will be of service to him iu | intermediate sliade of colour into which the 
future. On tho debuted question whether ! of party baa separated political wri- 
the Editor of The Lancet was actuated by jteis iu Great BritHin, much further, were it 
malice, we shall only observe that the testi- • necessary, to biing their testimony to bear 
mony adduced by him was strong, and that | on bo iuBignincani an object, it is not. 


it Beams rather to have been bcuien down by ; 
general character than by particular facts, I 
VYe are not at all inclined’ to doubt Mr. B.j 
Cooper’s skill’, but the question was as toj 
its nppheation in this pavlfcular instance, | 
A,a to the contested value of works like! 
The Lancet to the. profession, the hospi^ 

" humanity, it is absurd to hesitatia a 

They, must bo always beneficial, 
iiibag M mftor is Iq be tprcected, omegli- 
gqnqjE ,iq exposed. What, ia tha true 
security for good conduct k the public ser- 
v^ts of feglpd, but the pnblip vigiiaooeT 
1^0 luuu whd W kBown, tf» yeiirs ago, Uie 

slate of tlw hospitrds, of the pfi^lice, and 
wiectitiq.nera, could doubi the necessity for 
a Ihorotigh change, A great cban|je Bka 
silioe taken place, and lo what hus tt been 
dui^^hut totbese pubiicational Operations 
of the most unscieaufio kind were constantly 


however, a little amusing to see Koderick 
decluring, afier ilie specimeoa of his abuse 
which we have accumulated, that *' his 
querred, after all, lies not with ‘ 
but with measures, not even wdth vvhat is 
said, coarse, vulgar, and disgusting, as it 
tifien is, so much as with the aMiwus which 
breathes in itP’ Had he omitted this de- 
cloralicm in his claim on public confidence 
fn his statdmenta, the climax of hjis contra- 
dietiops would have been incomplete, and 
there still might be some hopes of bringing 
him to his aenscs, by attention to tbe state 
of bis cbytopoielic visepra. But the evi* 
deuce’ aft’ordsd by this confession of his de- 
sire to enjoy tbe fame of moderation, and, at 
the same itme, to indulge the impulses of 
hatred and revens^e, excludes every hope of 
salvation by physic. The darliopioiion of 
consummating this impossible union of vice 


bmiig performed, with Ito* one to compla^ iind virtue, m^kos him forget, that to hate 
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«}i» sis, and love Ike einneT, ia an effbrt ofj 
fcfUng, and a diatincUon in ethica, beyond 
even Bis intellectual subtlety to attain. Had 
be not become tbe dupe of hU own sopbwti- 
cal speculations, Pope might hare infonneo 
ftiRtt, that *' to reform and not to chastise, 
is impossible ; sod that tlie beat' precepts, 
os well as the best laws, would prove of 
small use, if there were no examples to en- 
force them. To attack Wees in the absiwet 
without touching persons, may be saw nght- 
ing, indeed, but it is lighting with shadows 
jVly greatest comfort and encouragement to 
proceed, has been to see tl.at those who 
have no shame, and no fear of any thing eUe, 
hare api>eareil touched by my satires, t r, 
if Pope could not convince him of liis tolly 
on this head, he might.have consulted Ju- 
nius, who says, “ Measures, and not men. 
is the commou cant of affected moderation ; 
a base counterfeit language, fabneated hv 
knaves, and inwle current among fools, huch 
gentle censure is not fitted to the present 
degenerate state of society. hat does it 
avail, to expose the absurd contrivance or 
pernicious tendency of measures, if the man 
who advises or executes shall he suffetea 
to escape with impunity 1 ' It i*'tot, there- 
fore, to his personalities that llodcrck is 
indebted for his complex character, to 
his attempt to combine the extremes of tern 
. ..j imnrove on the 


recusant martyr in its iron embrace, and, 
tbroogh the emblems of amenitv and bene- 
volence, stung the wretch to death; Jus 
thus that Roderick endeavours to conceal 
the fangs of his viperous engine under the 
drapery of a humane moderation. But just 
1 observe tbe reptile in any one of his con- 
lortions, and vou are sure to find him col- 
lecting the slaver of lii 6 slanderous mirnia 
into personal projectiles ; spinning his slime 

into threads of sophistry for the slrangula. 

lion of some victim ; or, overcome by the 
writhings of revenge, bursting and scotter- 
in« his venom about him in indiscriminate 
bul harmless showers. Ka matter bow ir 
roconcileable the nature of the subject with 
ihe spirit of vituperation. No matter what 
may have been the views taken of it by an 
opponent: irrelevancy of abuse, orjusticft 
of opinion, makes no disiinction with this 
riiersile? of the press, who finds, m every 
abject, food for his slanderous uppelile. 
Were he. indeed, as efticiently noxious as 
his purposes are malignant, the levity of 
satire, at the conclusion of its task, might 
well sadden into sobriety of reflection on 
contemplating such u portentous union of 
inalevofeiu e and power. But the providen- 
tial laws of nature preserve us from any such 
! melancholy misgiv iugs, by denying a speci- 

birattempt to combine til. eitreiMS oft™ 

pe™ueand.c«triHty-to.mijroce o»tl,e ^ f„ule.t mi 

Lr.l.oftl,eScboo,fotSc.n^ 


morals o« luv cvuwv* - — . - ... 

priate, in his own person, the oppositt! v it 
tuet of the two ffL-niAcrso The slruggh 
perpetuaily betrays him into bimulers and 
iucoiisisteDcies too ludicrous for farce : for, 
withia the si>here of his vocations, Ibere 
was no absurdity within his reach which 
he lias not embellished, nor folly, which has 
not come magnified from the extravagance 
of his pen. Setting out on the principle of 
“ impersonality” every page of his labours 
if a record of the violation of his own pro- 
fessions ; as if these promises of forbearwee 
were but mockeries of decency , intended to 
render him the more acceptable sacrifice to 
that demoa of slander to which he has sold 
himself. Were a painter to j-epTesent that 
** ideal model,” formed by Roderick for hi$ 
Journal, from contwnphling its imitation, 
instead of an allegorical ivmbol of « learn- 
iftc, judgment, and good feeling, jmbo. 
died, perhaps, in a Minerva, he would pro- 
babl/givc US a full leijgth portrait of 
A page, wife of Nabis, the B^rtaii tymol. 
who, when all other meant of deepotic jper- 
suasion failed to convince Ins vicuma oftlie 
iostice of hiaextorliona, intioduced them to 
an api>ar»tui of torture in the sjiape'ofhit 
loving spouse, which, arrayed m the smiles, , 
and decaroted in all the b«*autifuV tiiery of 
the ofittinftl, but suppUed interiijrty^wah 
innumtTuhle imints of steel and other infer- 
«al devices of rchued cruelty, cksped the 
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finest of her tribes, she has wisely limited 
the sphere of their operations, and thus 
saved l!»e milder chis-ies of beings Irom tlie^ 
filial hosiilifv of BO ruinous a mixture ot 
streoEth and' evil. To the serpent sl»e has 
refused the wings of the eagle ; to the eagle, 
the deodlv fangs of tlie serpeut: thus pru- 
dently fixing to the cnrlli those venomous 
properties which, if possessing the power ol 
I diffusing themselves in proportion to their 
iutensitv, would render animal existence 
precarious, if not soon extinguish it altoge- 
ther. The fearful gift which she has with- 
held from reptiles, she has not bestowed on 
•‘lordly man;” to a Nero she has not 
given the Ulents of a Caesar or an Aleian- 
ider; nor to Cscsar or Alexander the san- 
guinary instincts of the tyrant ; 
itriteaa of a conquered, we might hwj hwm . 

; of n depopulated wotjd ; and tlint,ifth« w 

man peopk t ould not hni^e been decipyw 

I by »\iii,le lOtike, they "Mf W ^ 

ibentatli a repetition of well-contmjd.M- 
' iaulu. Throoghdut therrBoW acakof beioff, 
that principle of optimiam ««»« to prevail, 
wBicli Umfia the eflldency of mansnitn 
and in man, in particular, makea t1|e atm- 
butci of the head generally in « 
ratio to %e baaaness of the heart, Wheji 
Wi see a breacli of this umversal law at- 
I tended by the efforta of the vij^r to bec«tt« 
iiqaitotttly aoiiooJi on the wingi Oi ilia 
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pDgle, or ft tyrant’s endeaviftrs to accom- 
plisli (he desiiuction of a people, hy pre- 
tending to the genius of a general, we na- 
turally smile i and cannot help n])plying the 
illustration to the frustrated malice of that 
phantasmagoria, arising out of the baffled 
manifestations of evil disposition which we 
iinvo quoted, like one of those thin, bodi- 
less, spectral appearances, sometimes seen 
ascending out of the pbospboresceut corrup- 
tion oNbe grave, and amusing the beholder 
by its fitful, gloomy, but innocuous trans- 
formations. 

KniNE^fsts* 

Dublin, Feb. ^7, 1829. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Salurthy, March 7, 1829. 

Mr. C.tsAR Hawkins in the Chair, 

BUFFV BLOOD — nKPCATFD ULEF.DINO — 
buffiness at fiiist sioht— isdkk to 
PUKONANCV— •riBTKNTION OF UHINE. 

The discussion this evening was, in great 
part, a repetition of the arguments ad- 
vuriced, at the last meeting, for and against 
Dr. Gregory’s new theory, and, on the 
whole, more of the amusing th n the. seri- 
ous w'as elicited. Amongst the speakers 
was Dr. Wi hsteb, who mentioned tlie ease 
of a lady w'hom he had lately attended in 
pregnancy, w'ho was liahle to inflammation 
of the chest, but wlxose blood being drawn, 
did not Pichlbit a huffy coat. 

Dr. CiaLGORy expressed bis anxiety to 
liave the general opinion of the members on 
the uoivPTsality of buffiness in ihe blood of 
pregnant women. Ho called on Dr. I.ocock, 
us a gontlemun of great experience iu these 
matters. 

Dr. Locock had so seldom bled pregnant 
women, excepting for some tiis(?nse attend- 
ing the pregnancy, that lie did not wish to 
express an opinion as to tlie appearance of 
buff in health. In those few instances he 
had yielded to the prejudices of the patients, 
who said they were accustomed to it, and 
beoa^e alarmedif DOt bled. The blood ex- 
hihiii^ huff, but it was diflR^tent in all its 
eharacuSN from the buff of inflammation. 
AV ith reference to arterial blood, the huffiuesa 
of which was disputed last evening, Dr. 
Locnolc mentioned the case of a child of a 
medical mau, which had excited great at- 
tention, in consequence of the extreme hufll- 
ness of blood which had been drawn from 
the tentooraVortery, 

Mr. JEWELL thought there W'as one ques- 
ti<m of great pcftoticai importance coaoeeted 


with buff; whether yotmg practitioners 
might not be led into very serious erroi by 
depending on the appearance of the blood, 
or relying on tlie presence of the biiffy coat 
in acute disease. In many severe diseases 
there certainly was no buff, while, in mild 
ones, there often was. 'J’here were many dis- 
eases exhibiting the buff, in which a directly 
opposite treatment to the antiphlogistic 
must be pursued. He spoke parlionlariy of 
puerperal complaints, in which depletion 
would be a great error, for these dicl frct 
arise out of inflammation. The blood drawn 
in these disen.se8 would bo bufly, and the 
young practitioner acting on Dr. Gregory’s 
theory, would hl^d again, and the ‘blood 
being again buffy, he would bleed again and 
again, until the patient wms bled almost to 
death. Too much reliance ought not to 
be placed on the appearance of buff. Ho 
had seen it stated iu the report of Inst even- 
ing's discussion, that Dr. Gregory thought 
some medicine should be employed in cases 
of buffiness, to reduce the action of the 
poise. It was on old-fashiouetl medicine, 
but he (Mr. Jewell) thought the nitrate of 
potash was the best that could be employed 
for this purpose ; he W'us accustomed to give 
it in doses of fifteen grains or scruples three 
times a-day, and was seldom disappointed 
in its effects. 

Dr. Guegory disputed altngeihtfr the 
position which gentlemen had taken up, as to 
draining the body to dealli, iu attempting to 
draw off the huffy blood, because it was im- 
possible to drain the body to cleat If. 'J’here 
came a point in bleeding, after which not a 
drop of blood could be drown ; a hole miglit 
be made iu a vein large enough to drive a 
cart through — nay, a limb might be re- 
moved, and yet the blood would not come 
away. He had a case last riiglit in proof, 
riie patient had had huffy blood for six 
weeks, and was then sinking. Now lio 
knew he should do no harm l)y tlie experi- 
ment, and he therefore opened nvein to see 
if it was possible to drain the body. He was 
pretty sure beforehand that it would not give 
up its blood, and 80 it jiroved. (A laugh.) 

The CiiAiiiMAN asked if Dr. Gregory 
alluded to bleeding from small veins only, 
but Pr. Gregory did not seem to think it 
mattered whetluir great or finall. 

Dr. Marshaix Hall having been ro- 
pealedly called on by Dr. Gregory for his 
opimous, stated that he did not consider 
that buffy blood was, in many cn-es, a guidei 
to tho prnctilioner ; in many diseases, it 
would be decidedly wrong to net upon it. 
He differed Wholly from the opinion, that 
ihe body could not be drained to death from 
a vein ; for, in fact, the more the body was 
drained, the more it would give up. If a 
perjBon in perfect healtli were bled day after 
day, a grant leactioii in Uie system would 
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take place; but, by .and-by, there would be was worthy oT notice also, that where the 
no reaction, and the putiout would be worn blood was drawn into a niotallic, un ettJ thvii- 
out, and yield blood to death. He had seen ware, or a glass vessel, it would coagolate 
such a case; he thought, however, the nioru readily in one case than the other, 
whole qtu'slion was one of great difficulty. This threw the whole quosiloa into the 
Having detailed several diseases, in which dark. 

the presence or absence of bnffy blood could As there appeared some doubt as to the 
he uo guide to trenirat iit, Dr. Hall referred real basis of Dr, Gregory’s theory, Dr. 
to tl?e experiments of Mr. Vines, published Gregory staled it to he this, that he const- 
in Tat; Lancjt, on the blood of tbe horse ; dered the existence of bully blood adtled to 
one conclusion to be drawn from them was, or increased the danger of inflammation, 
that buff on the blood was rather a-ssociated and Ibat there was uo danger where buff 
with an increased circulation. ^Y^th re* was not present, He could tell the exist- 
gard to arterial buff, he {Dr. Hall) con- enCe of buff the very moment he opened a 
sitfered that the only nyson why it was not vein and saw the. jet of blood. (A general 
often seen, was, that blood was so seldom smile, and “ Dear, dear.”) Any body 
drawa from the arteries, (Hear.) It was might know it 
only in diseases of the head, that an Dr. Sihel. Did Dr. Gregory mean to 
artery was opened. say, that so loug as blood wai huffy, deple* 

Mr. Wade stated a case, in which a roan tion was to be continued, and eradication 
having enlargement of the heart was hied ; attempu dl 

huffy coat appeared, and obtaining relief Dr. G a egoiiv did mean it, hut not by the 
from bleeding, it was repeatedly performed, lancet. Purgatives, diuretics, and diapho- 
He never recovered the last bleoditig ; this reties, should be employed, 
was from a vein in the arm. He recollected Mr. Thomson and Mr, Hunt wanted to 
a case of apoplexy, in which the blood from know the appearances of the huffy jet. Mr, 
the temporal aiteiy was huffy. Hunt' thought both seniors and juniors 

Mr. Thomson asked Dr, Gregory, if the would be instructed by Dr. Gregory’s let- 
pulse was distinct at the extremity of the ting them know how' to detect buff so in- 
limb, n hen he couUl get no blood from the stantiineously ; much blood might lltcreby bo 
vein, which Dr. Gregory answered in the -saved. 

affirmative. * Dr. G«i:gohy. It was difficult to be de- 

Dr. Hai.e. When tliere was any difficulty 1 scribed. This was one of those things which 
in ohiuining blood from a veiu, it was ! must be seen to be understood. The colour, 
owing to cutaneous stricture. Indeed, mi- 1 for instance, was one proof; the buff was 
less the skin was cold, lie never knew of | marked by a bluish lint. The extremely 
a difficulty, If the foot was put into warm j red blood in veiita was seldom huffy. He 
water when b'ood was wiivited, it would in- i considered this as nothing at all uncommon 
variably bleed, and the sanu* of the arm. j of detection. In Edinburgh they would tell 
Dr. UKirwiKY. \Vaii not cutnni ous slrlc- 1 H in a moment by a wave of the lancet in 
ture an index that blood should not be j the air, when n little blood was on the 


drawn ; that iNiiture was diary of her vital point. If any gentleman would attend him 
fluid, and bleeding improperl at the Small-Pox Hospital, where the phe- 

Dr. Hall. Na If a man fdl down and nomena were strikingly mauifested, he 
turned cold, lie was not easily bled ; yet would at any time show him a jet, ond tell 
were we to wall till the skiu became warm, liim at once if it were huffy, 
before bleeding him 1 Dr, W ebster corroborated die case with 

Dr. Maci i ou. How did Dr. Gregory which Dr. Gregory could delect the buffy 
leconciU* his statement, tlmt blood would jet. 

ofU'ii erase to flow, with his tlieoty, that Mr. Marlev could often tell the buf* 
huffiness sliould be eradicated by abstrac- fmess by ihc diirk colour of the jet. He 
lion of blood. He (Dr. Macleod) thought never knew of megnancy without buffineiK^ 
the size and consistence of the congulum, and iu&ianccd tU following proof orhkiP 
and the proportion it bore to the serum, of tisfaction ou this head. A w^y htfl : 
fur more importance than any btherques* to towrt by the couch a week sbee, kp* 
tion which irad teen* started. There cer- plied to nita two or thr’Se ddyk after, to 
tainly was no rule in the buff. Its connek- know if b^ Mr. M«rley, lHoq|^t she was 
ion with the formative piOKSss wjts worthy pregnant, W she yrdti eitri^m^ly nnxibui to 
of atti ntiou. AVhen a jtart had to be built IcaW. He thouj^ht shb was, but die lady 
up, or when the body was tvasting, a^ in said she sliould like to know positively, 
pulmonary consumption awl scurvy, buff Having the discussion of last evetliinff in ms 
was always shown. mind, he bled her, and had then no nesita- 

Mr, Thomson. How was it possible to Uon in saying, that sKb w4s pfe|tnml 
check or mi asUre the amount of the relative (Much merrimeht.) 
proportions of coagulum and serum T ft’ Dr,ionNSTOffi:i after tpitoiidn of 
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year*, c6ttld not tell a b’ufFy ^et from any 
other. 

Dr. Stewart thought huffiness a very 
eapticious and nccideiital index to the State 
of the body. 

Dr. Granville and Mr. Jewell said, 
that pregnant wouien did nut always yield 
huffy blood. 

Dr. JoHNSTO.vE thought that the grand 
criieriou to a repetition of blending was 
not the huffiness of blood, hut the relief 
Which it afforded the patient. 

At the close of the debate, Dr. Gregory 
made an inquiry relative to the quantity of 
utiue which would sometimes remain in the 
f(‘inaU’ bladder in pregnancy, in consequence 
of |#esBur(‘ on she neck by the impregnated 
womb. A case had lately occurred to Mr. 
Kobert Clark, of Farnbam, in which the re- 1 
lention had amounted to seven pints *, the i 
bladder bad not yet recovered its tone. 

Dr. Granville did not consider this im- 
possible; he liad known retention for 24, 
ntsd even 48 hours ; but he had never | 
himself known seven pints to be retained j ! 
but such cases wete on record. 


ON FOOT LAMENESS IN IfOKSES, 

Jiif Mr. C. Moucan, Vbterijcabv Suboeon. 

jMi’Ch has been said and writuai on that 
universal complaint willr all hotsemen, “ foot 
lameness.” Yet, after all, there is a cir- 
cumstance which has not had sufficient at- 
tention paid to it, but which 1 am rouvinced 
is the primary cause of lameness, in the 
majority of lame horses. We have had 
quarioa* written, leclurea given, and letters 
ad ithUum^ to prove that it arises from con- 
traction, concussion, navicular disease, nial- 
couforraation, high keep ! and, above all, the 
])aco, the telling pace ! ! And as the gen- 
tleman who styles himself *' IS’ imrod,” in 
the Sporiiiig Magaaine, has anticipated my 
remarks ornnost of tbo.se who have favoured 
thew'orUl with their luminous ideas, on this 
mneh agitated question, 1 leave them iq hia 
Imnds. It was a most just observation of 
the late Dr. Fordyce, tliat theory is the 
bimi^ ttf medicine,” and had he lived till 
noijtyi might have added with great truth, 
of too. To take ^^imrod's 

letterk ’ irNetIm, weuld oocupy more of your 
valuable epaoe, either your poUteness 
or the euljeet will w arraht, brlieving, as 
1 do, that short and few are the sentences 
that need be said on^his aubjert, to detail 
all that is pTactically useful. I will state 
only the facts I have witnessed, and the re- 
salts they have pifoduced in Iny mind, during 
some years of close and devoted attention 
to tiaii particular branoU of iny profeftsi(}li^ 


where we have been in the habit of are* 
raging from eighty to a hundred horses 
per day, and often a much higher nuinbei^, 
for some years past. 1 iherefore hope that I 
shall not be deemed presuin]>tuous in not 
subscribing to the fashionablt^ theories of 
those who ihinh thetnielves our oracles on 
these points. 

The shoe, itsfoim, nr applkatwn, by inter- 
rupting the natural functions and economy 
of the foot, either by suspending thr se parts 
intended to carry weight, or by throwing 
the weight on the parts whicli cannot bear 
it, is the primary cause rf ihe majority of Ime 
horses. For in Bjiite of all that bus been 
said of the natural ffinl-conformation of the 
foot. I maiutaiii that it ij» equal to all the 
purposes required of it, and if properly 
shod, will last as long as any other part of 
the animal. And that the defect lies notin 
the foot, or the wisdom which so admirably 
adapted it to the end designed, but in the 
thirorising, meddling interierence of man; 
with his improperly applied, and badl}’' 
formed shoes. Ibis, 1 repeat again, is the 
cause, of so many defective feet, and lame 
liorses. 

1 take ray stand on this basis, backed, as 
it is, by the feet of numbers of horses I 
pledge myself to prodiue, that have been 
shod for years with tlie shoe we use, and 
whose feet are ns good now, and in tlie Sbme 
form, ns ever they were ; but these horses 
have not been shod by inexperienced ap- 
prentices, but by good wen, and the terra 
good is of some import, or all the resjTectable 
farriers are sadly mistaken to pay tire price 
they do for them, if a Bet of inexperienced 
ana uuiniualed mechanics would do as w ell. 
Great stress is hud on the " pace, the telling 
pace,” and it is asnerted to be above all 
others most conducive to foot-lameness; and 
among other sujrporis to prop this “ pace” 
theory, Nimrod addocp.s his own cart horses ; 
this happens unluckily, lor to the cart horse 
I appeal for the complete refutation of the 
whole theory, and I am amply borna out 
by the. feet of the Loudon cart horses jJwitU 
them the pace cannot be adduced, and yet 
we find them obnoxious to every disease to 
which the foot of the horse is liable. 'I’hose 
practically acquainted with it, know very well 
it is cheapbad shoeing which fills the umrshes 
in the vicinity of London, every spring, with 
so many humiFeds of horses ; thesnme causes 
produce the same effects on their feet «a 
on the best bred hunters, or hacks — jircssure 
on (he vein, or to be more scientific, that 
portion of tiie sensible sole immediately 
covering ibe sharp edge of tlie coffin bone. 
This is tire primary cause of iheintUimmatory 
action, the source of those effects, which, 
from havififi; been christened witli such fine, 
high-so undifig Bames, have led tu mucli the- 
ory find confusion ; not but whut other causes 
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occasioBally operate in producing grofginws. shodn iiii tfes lEoe foryoWi; but fall in 
Thu pressure is most frecjuently produced any ok# of the above particulars, or let an 
by the foot not being properly prepared to inexperienced hand perform, and you will 
receive the shoe ; at other timea by the need all your ingenuity to account for the 
form or make of the shoe itself, and fre- lamenesa tiiat will inevitably arise, though 
quently by both combined, acting at the the cause may not be very easily detected 
heels and prodHoing corns, of which the by the amateur or ioexpenenced, 
seated time is a fruitful source. Such is the nicety and precision required in 

it frequently exists, acting equally and the application of Iron to the horse’s foot, an 
alike upon both feet, and may not iucaptci* operation of infinitely greater importance 
tate him for slow work ; but give him a half* ! than is generally imagined. The newssity 
hour’sburslacro8sacouniry»atwomileheat, ; for stopping the horse’s feet is well known 
or a rattling trot at the lop of bis ajmed, and i to all practical men, when kept in a dry hot 
t^e# you will find it out. li is no uncommon s stable; the fact also, that he takes good 
thing to bear the kflaramation and its train ; care to stop Ids own hind-fpct, prompted by 
of evils, called fever if the foot, navicular | instinct, says something to this point. And 
disease, concu&siop, &c,, or to have its ex- ! this circumstance, added to the iiifiittt|*ly 
istence. wholly scouted, as inadequate to I less proportion of labour he has to perform, 
producing such symptoms. i will go far towards accounting why he is 

To such lay reply is, steam, gunpowder, | s® comparatively free from inflammatory at 
and many other agents, are ajiparenily trifling I lacks in the fore ones, 
iu themselves, but capable of producing! Nimrod seems to have been singularly 
irenieudous e fleets. ' I unfortunate in the solitary experiment he 

Having endeavoured to point out what 1 j^ays he tried with the leather soles, 
have found to be ibe cause of this bane of jl have used them for several years past, 
horse flesh, I now proceed to the antidote with the best results ; and people fccein to 
but, before I do so, I roust again remind! be aware of their advantages, for they are 
your readers of the absurdity of that obser- j become very general, 

Tfltion of Niiniod’s, respecting the *' inex-| It the shoe, “ the sf ated French shoe,” 
parienccd apprcmices;" for, rely upon it,! so highly eulogized bv Nimrod, had beeu of 
much depends opon the mechanic who has [the practical utility he would fain lead us to 
to execute vour orders, as has been clearly I believe, how came it, ushered into notice as 
demonstrated. By the way, Mr. Coleman's; it was by such high paironage, ond laiily 
sltoe failed in the army, and not from any tried in sonic of tlio first shops iu London, 
defect in ilie ptim ipie. ^ i that we hear nothing of it nowl The fate 

We use a modified specimen of the pro- 1 of the system-mongers! And as to its 
fesaor’a original thin-heeled shoe,* and ; French origin, let the feet of the Flanders 
where it has been employed on an exten- ; horses brought into this .country, l aving 
sive scale with t he happiest results, formore ; had ihe full benefit of the system or prin- 
litan a quarter of a century. Iciple tried on them, answer! The opera- 

Startle not,gocd reader, I do not mean to ' ‘io» of any specific plan of shoeing is not to 
tell you that all horses, whether fmiud or 'be seen all at once, (as soma feel resist the 
unsound, “and many that work hard ara not I effects of the worst a long lime,) or by a 
sound,” ore shod in the extreme of the thin- ! few well selected gentlemen’s Irorses, royal 
heeled princiide; but this shoe must beUtnd«, or regiments of cavalry. The man 
modified according to tP.e slate of Ihe foot. | wh‘> seeks practical inforination on this euli- 
T!)i8 shoe slionld be uell miit., (which none must follow them, after they are turned 

but a well-tutored roan can do, simple as it . of these favoured eslablislimenta into 

rosy appear,) the fool properly jrreptired, the coach, post-chaisc, or butcher’s cart, 
and last, ihongb not least, should be well »nd shod not merely for parade or the 
ami (irmly nailed on by a first rate arliaan. omnsemt nt of their owners, hut to rattle 
These three pmessesshoald be performed over the London stones for the daily bread 
under the guidance of a person well versed of their rossters. So many systems SOd 
in ilie anatomy and economy of U»e foot, quart0shavebeeup«blisUed,8ndtbat|5<!he* 
and no other is competent to the task, let Jus rally by periotts who have not hee» »bl# to 
expiieni e in grooming and horseroanship succeed aa practilioners in the art they pro- 
be wlnjt it may, A shoe thus made, and fw« to teach, ami whole opportuoitiei for 
thus fipidied, I mahitBio will keep the foot observation have been very limited, that it is 
B0un<!, and in the same form as nature made not at allsurpiising sportrog men should dc- 
it, uiuli'f ujiy exertion the horse can he put and think as many do on 

to, and tiiis 1 pledge myself to bock hy the ihis swbjeti* 
feet of numhers of horses that have been 

* One of these shoe# may be seen at 
T«e La KCkT Office, 


. C,MpBOAs«,VeLS«rgeoo, 

Biaok-Friarf Roai 
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THlE LANCET. 

JLon^on^ Saturday ^ March 14, 1829. 

Since the opening of the present Parlia- 
mentary Session, petitions have been pre- 
sented from Surgeons in oil parts of the 
country, praying the Legislature to adopt 
such measures as may facilitate, or render 
practicable, the continuance of the study of 
anatomy. Mr. Wauburton has given no- 
tice, in the House of Commons, that it is 
his intention to propose a measure founded 
upon the Repot I of the Committee on Ana- 
tomy j and Lord CALTiioni’E, in presenting 
n Petition from the Surgeons of Suffolk, in 
the House of Lords, moved, at the same 
time, that a message be sent to the other 
House, requesting that a copy of the Report 
of their Committee might bo communicated 
to their T.ordships. All these preliminary 
movements seem to justify the expectation, 
that the Amtomical, as well as the Catholic 
Question will be settled in the jiresent 
Session. It is true that Mr. Peel gave a 
reluctant or lukewarm assent to the Re- 
port of Mr. Warbuhton’s Committee, and 
that he expressed doubts as to the practica* 
bility of devising a legislative remedy for 
the evils of which the medical profession 
has so long complained ; but it is to he 
recollected, that the Edinburgh murders 
have occurred since the Home Secretary 
took this view of the subject, and the Edin- 
burgh murders may have effected for the 
anatomical question, wlmt the Clave elec- 
tion has accomplished for the Cutholie ques- 
may have ooovinced the Govern- 
mua he done, N ow that 
it If «s(9«s'i^e4 that the supinonoSS and 
indidTsianoa with wltioh this question has 
liitlierto been treated by tiva Executive Go- 
vernment have led to the petpeiraiiQn of the 
most atrocious crimes— now that the fqipall 
int; fact it made known, that men have been 
tjfitamatically 

mm 


price at which their corpses might be solid, 
and that sixteen human beings have been 
strangled, in succession, to supply the sham- 
bles of a single anatomical teacher Mr. 
Peel will no doubt see sufficient cause for 
changing his opinion, and he ready to ac- 
knowledge, that the time is arrived when 
the Legislature must either advance or re- 
cede— when dissection must either be put 
down altogether by rigorously enforcing 
or increasing the severity of the laws 
against it, or else%e permitted to be prac- 
tised under such legislative provisions as 
may, at any rate, ensure the safety, if they 
cannot be wholly reconciled with the feel- 
ings or prejudices, of the community. 

We observed in a formei^N umber, that 
“ unless the executive government took 
immediate steps for putting a stop to all 
dissection, until the Legislature should have 
placed the supply of the schools of anatomy 
under due regulations, no man in the 
country was completely secure from the 
knives of the assassin and the anatomist.’* 
This language has been called unprffessmal ; 
and a writer in the last number of^The R wt- 
minster Review intimates, that the surmises 
in which we have indulged, have been put 
forth for the purpose of exciting alarm, 
though he does not hesitate to use the argu- 
ments by which those surmises were justi- 
fied, as freely as he has appropriated, 
throughout iiis article, most of the argu- 
ments and suggestions which he has found 
in the pages of The Lancet, The question 
is not, whether such observations are calcu- 
lated to excite alarm, hut whether tliey are 
justified by tive circumstances under which 
bodies arc furnished to the anatomical 
schools in this country. The danger is at 
our doors ; and if atrocities^ sirailar to those 
which have been perpetrated at Edinburgh, 
should be repeated in this metropolis, they 
who have endeavoured , instead of exciting a 
salutary alarm,* to lull the public into a 
falae security, will bedeeidy responsible for 
the part which they have taken, and for 
3C . 
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that wliicli they bate neglected td take, be any doubt Uiat they would have reconrso 
We wished, undoubtedly, to excite alarm ; to another? It eshuiwatidii Tdiled them — 
and looking to the possible— nay. the pro- if the graves were bo vigilauUy watched as 
hable coneequences of a perseverance in the to render it impracticable to disinter a suf* 
dissection of human bodies under the exist- ticient number of bodies, can it be supposed 
itig system, we regret that tlm public feel- that who are described by the per* 
log has not Wen eipreased in a tone which sons with whom they carry on their deles- 
Uie teachers of nnatomy in this metropolis table traffic, as belonging to the “lowest 
knight have been eompelled to respect, dregs of degradation^' — can it be supposed 
The Schools of anatomy, under a system that these depraved and callous wretches 
rendering probable^ or even possible, a would shrink from the perpetration of any 
repetition of the horroi^ perpetrated by crime by which their unhallowed gabs 
Burke and Hare ate public nuisances, which could be secured to themi We repeat 
ought, in our judgment, to have been abated that, so long as the present system is tole- 
by the Government, and which no man, who rated, no man in the country is completely 
sets a just value upon human life, would secure from the knives of the assassin aiid 
lialre fell sul'prise or regret at seeing the anatoinist. Men are apt to despise 
abated by the bands of the people. Ten danger which can only* by some remote 
weeks have elapsed since we rc'coromended contingency ot peculiar malevolence of for- 
the closure 6f the dissecUng-foonis; for tei tune, befall themselvos, bo t this ton tempt is 
weeks, notwithstanding the dreadful warn- not justified by reflection. I he chance of a 
ing held out by the Edinburgh murders, « healthy man dying wiiliin the twenty-four 
to the consequetlceft thatttiglit result from hours, has been calculated atone to ten tiiou- 
encoursging men of abandoned character to sand, and Bufton infers from our disre- 
supply the schools of anetomy with sub- gard of this possibility, that so remote a 
jects, the same disgusting, nefarious system contingency will never afliect the hopes ot 
hat been pereevered in, and, upon the fears of a reasonable man. But suppose, it 
lowest computstion, not few'er than two has been suggested in answer to this rca- 
hundred human bodies have been delivered soniog, a ptihlie lottery were drawn for the 
over to the knife of the anatomist. choice of an immediate victimj would the 

Supposing only two liundred bodies to man, who.se name was inscribed in one of 
have been supplied witliin this period to tbe cen thousand tickets, be perfectly easy 1 
anatomical teachers, Uie sum of nearly two How many thousand inhabilante of the city 
thousand pounds will have been peid to a of Edinburgh have held their lives upon a 
class of miscreants, whom Sir Astley tenure far mole fearfully preearious than 
Cooper bat described in his evidence be- that we have supposed during' the period, 
fore the Parliamentary Committee, as the io the course of which, sixteen human be« 
“ lowest dregs of degradation.’^ Exhuma- jogs bavo been butchered, one after sno^ 
lion is tbe least criminal process by which tfier, to supply the ihamblei of Brv 
these two hundred bodies esn have been And now that this nmat 
procured ; tnd no purchaser ban be caltahi, eomparttiirely easy life to |ain 
or, indeed, bate any aaltifimtory raetns of posa«ss«s^ tliiodgh t&e notority of tlie 
ascertaining, that some of ihete itavo not crimes of Belle and Hare, all the invita- 
becn obtained by fouler means. If tbe tiona of a oemiilon highway to thb teeklesa 
abandoned and reckless miacreanti who end abandoned rufliiana employed by eilr 
trade with tlie teachers of anatomy, were •utloiiiHial teaeheri, mhn eatt M freatat 
ettt off (torn one aoiircd of sopply, cmi ^ra aaemdiy, ffum if hla iidm meyd iiiifM Iff 
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a ioltery of blood t who ban f&el completely 
assured, that he may not be marked out as a 
victim for the dissecting table, and that a 
price is not already set upon hia corpse 1 
The bare possibility of o repetition of the 
Edinburgh atrocities in this metropolis, is 
sufficient to justify the pet)|)ie in vievring 
the practice of dissecting the human body, 
under the existing system, with the most 
unqualified disgust dud abhorrence. 

The anatomical question, if we may so 
CflUtinue to term it, possesses this in com- 
mon with the Catholic question, that it 
seems to be admitted on all hands, that 
things cannot remain as they are. Dis- 
section must either be completflv sup- 
pressed, or it must be protected and encou- 
raged. The LegiftUiture muBicitlier strictly 
enforce, and perhajis increase, tlie penalties 
against disscctionists, or it must niahe con- 
cesrfioiis, and grant facilities to them. If 
dissection cannot bo practised in this coun- 
try without exposing the King’s subjects to 
assassination, we supjiosc there .s no one in 
or out of I’arliuMient, except the traffickers 
in liiiinuii bodies, who will not at once say, 
“ Let dissection be suppressed.” Agniu, 
if dissection cuimot be practised in this 
country without tolerating or conuiviug at 
the disgusting oftence of exhumation, we 
have no hesitation in fiaying, “ Let dis- 
aection be suppressed.” VVe are not dis- 
posed to underrate the importance of human 
dissections in the study of anatomy, but 
there is no, benefit which may not be too| 
dearly purchased ; and wc think that Uie| 
syatematic encouragement of the ubondoned 
dsippdators now paid by our aaatomioaj 
for violations of tlie law— to say 
Do'tWiai of tbo outrage committed upon the 
feelinjpl by such violatiOiis — is 

tdb hlgb a price for tlie thatmedioal 
science may derito from the practice of dis- 
That benefit is, tio doubt, grbat j 
but it may fie, and has been overrated, for 
men who caU con- 
airbi axbdpt in m 


fotmaoce of what are called the great ope^ 
rations, their knowledge of disease, or tliOir 
power of (sombatiiig disease, has been much 
assiked by the practice of dissection. The 
chief evil, therefore, w'hicii w'ould rtesult 
from the BUppression of dissection, would be 
the loss of a few lives, which might be saved 
by a dexterous performance of the capital 
derations. We take this evil, great as it 
would be, to bo incomparably inferior to 
that resulting frog^ the systematic encou- 
ragement by our anatomical teachers, of a 
gang of depredators, burglars, and assassins. 

! In Edinbui^h, during the time that six- 
teen human beinga have been successively 
butchered to supply tl»e pupils of one ana- 
tomical teacher, it is probable that not one 
life has been saved by the perfonn- 
ance of what is called a great opera- 
tion. W-c w’ish to see due facilities af- 
forded to the study of anatomy, and that 
such facilities may be the more readily af- 
forded, we wish to see tlic question impar- 
lially, or to adopt what is considered a term 
of reproucb by some of our contemporaries, 
uvpmfesswually staled. A profmivltal report 
is, aecDidiiig to the theory and practice of 
these gentlemen, a report in wliich truth is 
saciificod to the credit of the profession j 
and, by parity of reason, a professional state- 
lueiu of a question is an ri-piii tc Btatement, 
.Anatomical teachers way see nothing in the 
suppression of dissection, but the loss of 
their pupil -money, and the deterioration of 
I medical science ; but legislators are bound 
to look to oUier, and perhaps higher con- 
siderations, and if in balancing one evil 
against the other, they are satisfied that that 
which anatomicid leachera regard with a 
professional eye is the least, they will be 
justified in protecting the lives of the public 
against assassination, and in checking the 
progress of immorality and crime, thuugii in 
so doing they iusy diminish the means of 
^leviating hnihaii suffering, or saving hu- 
man life in a few diseases capable of being 
I nitlgttsd 6r eitrisd by surgical opOralionl. 

I illC i • 



m HUMAN DISSECTIONS. 

Tbe evil which has grown out of n system i Utatiiig dissecfion can be rendered effectual, 
under which tlie practice of dissection/ the clause in the Act of Geo. 11, wl)ichmakee 
tlmgh declared to be criminal by the law, | dissection part of the pumeiimeut for tl»e 
has, in effect, been connived at by the Go- 1 crime of murder must be repealed. That 
Ternmewt, is far greater than any which I this enactment has had the effect of increus- 
could arise from a rigorous enforcement of ling the prejudices against disseolion, or 
the penaliiea against dissection. The prac- ! railier of superadding to the natural aversion 


tice of dissection and that of eihuroation 
are, under the present system, convertil4|j| 
terms ; dissection cannot, under the present 


to dissection; as a])plied to our relatives and 
friends, an artificial prejudice against dis- 
section, as applied to any innocent in- 


system, be carried on without exhumation, I dividual, no rational man can doubt. It has 

been asserted, indeed, that the practice, of 
dissecting the bodies of murderers has no 
inliuence on the public mind, as regards dis- 
section; hut, with the exception of Mr. 
Gem HIE, nobody has offered any proof of 


or a substitute for eibumation, at which 
human nature shudders. If dissection, 
therefore, is to be carried ou at all, if the 
Legislature should decide Uiat dissection, 
instead of being suppressed, should be per- 


mitted, and, under due regulations, en - 1 the .isseition, and Mr. Gimniii’s proof is 
couraged, it follows that a change of system , rather a quaint specimen of ratiocination* 


must be ixnipediately adopted. 

The plan liable to tbe fewest objections is | 


Here it is: 

It has been said, that dissection is ob* 


tkatwhichl.ttWn.(.ofl«n,ecom«,u<l»d mur.l,r.Ts me rfi.srelni ; 

. I but or the truth of this 8iii>|iosjtum 1 enter- 

this and other medical journals, namely, the j great doubt : inured, there does not up- 

pear to be the slightest foundation for tiio 


appropriation of unclaimed bodies to tbe 
purposes of dissection, accompanied niih 
some provieion for the more complete sup- 
preSBion''of esbumation; such as making 
the possession of a body under other cir- 
comstances than Utose sanctioned by law, 
punishable with transportation; but we 
foresee that in the present state of the public 
feeling, there maybe difficulty in carrying 
such a ])lan into effect. It cannot be denied 
that there is some force in the objection, 
founded on the cruelty of making an 
arbitrary disposition of tlia bodies of tJie 
poor, after their lives shall have been 
worn out in the service of their task- 
masters. We endeavoured to answer tliis 
objection by suggesting that all imclaiaed 
bodies should be appropriated, without 
reference to the ranker wealth of the de- 
ceased; but the equality of the principle 
would be merely verbal, and it is obvious 
that whatever of hardship belongs to the 
measure would fell exclusively upmt the 
poor. 

But before this or any other for 


asetriion. When tin* exmiiliiulion of a hmly, 
wheiher of ihe rich or of ilie poor, is solicit- 
ed hy a physician, when di<l iu* receive a 
refusal, on the grov.ml fhut murderers only 
were opencfl ?— Never.’* 

If Uic hodici of executed murderers wore 
opened fur the sake of salisfying their frionda 
that they had come to their death by stma- 
gnUition ; or if phyHiciaiis were in the habit 
of asking and cbtaining U uvo to dissect and 
anatomise the bodies of their patients, Mr. 
Guthhu: might lake somelliing by his argu- 
ment ; as it is, we can only say, that his 
reasoning is worthy of one of the heads of 
the profession. 


lettm fitt ih Sutdfi md PmHtdif 
and and M Tnpm mmetei vith 

the Metlktd addremd to Sindenfs 

and y<H{Hg Pradltmmf Parents, (tuardimh 
and 0t$ PnhUe in generaU By Jajsks 
\VAi.i,Aca, Ass. Sufg* Glasgow, GxiffiO f 
Loudon, Underwood. pp.ijlO* 

Tnx critic’s task is not on all oeeisioiM an 
easy Tht merits of m 
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obscured either by the bad taste, or the de» 
feclive style, of the author, that it is difficult 
to render him justice for his actual talents. 
Sometimes, on the other hand, the filthiest 
trash is so polished, and is presented with 
such an illusive glare, that not only the 
superficial observer, but even the exj^eri- 
enced inquirer, is deceived by the flattering 
appearance of the surface. But Mr. Wallace, 
like all great geniuses, has despised art, 
t#L'k, and finesse, and has, therefore, fairly' 
presented us witli a true picture of the work- 
ings of his great mind. Hence the peculi- 
arities of his thoughts, and the originality of 
his discoveries on the science of Education, 
are so lucidly placed before us, that it is im- 
possible that the critic can be charged with 
misrepresentations or injustice, on the one 
hand ; or that the reader can withhold from 
Mr. Wallace the due meed of approbation, 
on the other. Without, at this moment, 
questioning Mr, Wallace’s capability for 
executing tlie severe task wl.'cli he has 
selected to perform, we may be permitted to 
remark, that it is not a little singular that 
men of great talents have often considered 
themselves to be the best (pialitled to dis- 
charge duties, for the perfornuuice of wliicl* 
they have not possessed a single adequate 
requisite. It is said, that our celebrated 
MiUihews made his first appearance on the 
stage, in the higher w'ulks of tragedy. 
“ Neveys” and “ Noodles” believe that they 
shine most prominently as lecturers, hospittd 
surgeons and lithotomists. Joe Burns laughs 
at the wit of Shakspeare, of Slerae, and ol 
Swift. “ Old Hacks’* and “ Dubs,” have 
-itartfed at editors j Liston, of Drury, once 
played Roitteoj Jind Bob Liston, of Edin- 
burgh, has adrertited, that tltere is no bther 
Jdston in the world than himself ; unfortu- 
nately, however, for many of the same name. 
Ids statement is untrue. This oxtraordiaary 
notion could only Imve had its origin in the 
belief that his abilities so far surpnssec 
Bio aWVities of all ether pci-sout inherit 
iog lua DAiue, that lie aloua is to bo xe- 


garded as the true, the origiBil, ibe 
genuine Bob Liston. Light, says he, miy 
proceed from other quarters, at second 
hand, but still it is not the true light; 
or, if derived from the original source, 
yon have it ot in its pristine splendour. 
Sunshine alone, says he, proceeds from the 
sun ; you may have, indeed, light from the 
moon, but that is borrowed from the sun ; 
and, therefore, it^js mere moonshine, after 
all. “ 1, Bob Liston, om the only true 
light,” and Robert Liston has found a 
worthy imitator in "his countryman Mr. 
James Wallace ; for if Bob Liston be so 
delighted with his attainments, and so 
pleased with himself, as to contemn or des* 
pise and even to deny the existence of other 
Listons, BO, we apprehend, is Mr. Wallace so 
much delighted with his splendid work on 
education, that he would be wont to say, ** X 
am the only Wallace.” Should there ho 
ony other Wallaces, will they not immedi- 
ately claim a relationship, af^r perusing the 
following extracts. 

As the Dedication ” is to thb memory 
of a departed brother, we shall pass it over 
in silence, although it contains two or three 
curiosities worthy of translation to this 
place. The first half of the first sentence 
of the preface then, is the first part that 
we shall transcribe ; and it presents a pretty 
lair sample of the sort of stuff with winch 
the author has endeavoured to regale his 
renders throughout the whole of his two 
hundred and ten octavo pages. 

**It is undoubtedly of essential service to a 
person about to begin the stndy of any 
branch of science to have this subject fully 
explaimed to him by one who tiuiicrsmnds 

This is one of the new discoveries of onr 
profound author, Mr. Wallace. Hence, as 
be undmtanth the subject of medical educa- 
tion, he proceeds to “explain” it to tho 
medical pupils nf the united kingdom, and 
we hope they will he grateful for so valualde 
a service. As it is gratifying to he made 
acquainted with the most trifling incidout, 
or the most simple thought) which has cou* 
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yi>iit9d in any way to a great i^ult; we 
ihall liere quote the passage in whkb ti^e 
authpr de|cribes tbe important cqurae of re- 
fleouan wrbich led to the production^&re 
mi 

*' 1 am far from saying that teac|tera of 
medicine will not gire the necessary advice ' 
to the pupils, when it is asked of them. I 
know many who are glad to do this ; but it 
is not the custom to afk it of them, unless 
there is some acquaintanceship between the 
parties ; and even thenf> from the fear of 
giving trouble, we sometimes keep from 
asking what we are really anxious to know. It 
is necessary , therefore, that the stude«tiA«tW 
have a book of instruction, to render him, in 
SQSie measure, independent of every one. 
(Aj^ejCveii of Mr. allace.) In casein? should 
have no friend to direct him, he slunild t!»en 
hare a boiA a.*! a directory, which will, at Buy 
rate, giye him an idea (will it ?) of the path 
he should walk in ; and what I here say 
does not alone apply to medicine. Jn many 
other sciences, the learners stand much in 
need of some good books of reference. 
(Such as this 1) After a good deal of re- 
iection on these matters, 1 formed the 
resolution of putting a few thoughts to- 
getlier on medical education.” 

And we must say that the '* resolution” 
of King Alfred, to found the University of 
Oiford, was nothing to it. 

Mr. Wallace then proceeds to tell us 
what we are to find in the subsequent pages of 
his great work ; and, says he, “ after having 
getdone with the student and surgeon, I Uien 
give somq hints to the public ingeneraUn the 
itudy of medicine, as a part of a liberal 
education—on the conduct of the public to- 
wards medical men in the practice of their 
profession— and on Uip opinions which pre- 
vail in society, with regard to the exhuma- 
tion and dissection of tbe dead.” .The 
public in general” will, doubtless, con- 
sider it kind in the author to favout them 
with his hintt on their “ opinions j” and 
that each particular set of hints may be 
readily found, he says, " it will be easy,; 
without any further initructiwj, for socA party' 
concerned topic/cautwhat particularly reiatea 
to tiam j” and as the work professes to he on ; 
medical education, we tliinjt lAii ii apre.. 
cious pick out.” Mr. Wallace it 


enough to admit, thot ijhe majoTity of 
medical men could have e^tecuted tho task 
better, than he has,” and in this we fully 
igre'i with him ; but he consoles himself 
with the hope, that his book will give birth 
to a better from an abler pen. He is de- 
lighted, however, at having projected the 
thing. 

“ He wlio projects,” says he, “ is some- 
times deserving ns much praise as he who 
acUmlly carries into execution ; for, without 
Uie hint from the Itumblo originator, the 
suMect might have remained mlliovght of, 
audits execution, of course, could not have 
happened.’* 

The author concludes his preface with 
stating, that these letters w-ere written on 
board the fchip, Ocean ; that “ tho wiiliog 
of them beguiled some hours, whicli other- 
wise might have been tedious and, in allu- 
sion to their great value to others, he says, 
with enviable telf-couiplaccncy, “ 1 have 
even pmjiled by tliom myself. 

We shall now pass on to tbe letters, and 
must trouble the reader with a few more 
passages, and they shall, indeed, be few.' 
Letter the first opens thus 

AH the prudent agree that, in the 
choice of a wife, the individual should be 
allowed to judge for himself, ond that 
nothing should be done contrary to inciina- 
tioD.” Theu says our author, ** that man, 
indeed, hardly deserves to be Uuppy, who 
would make his marriage a matter of inte- 
rest or convenience.” 

Now we should like to know, if a man 
is not to be influenced in his selection of a 
w'ife by considerations of*" interest or con- 
venience,” by what motives his conduct is to 
be governed 1 Our learned author statof, 
“ that the man and wife who are 
more by the desim (jf othtrs te by lleir 
own ioaifea, jog on-togethet tiie toad of 
life, just becauie they aye obliged to do ao ; 
just becauie they are toclcsd together, and 
tbe tecAnji is of such a nature, that when 
once made, it cannot easily be undons. 

Our author, probably, will be gratified tp 
learn, that fools, pdar the in^ce of 
« theiy own desires/’ frequently jwwy ; 
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ftnd gfiould Ua e ver lioneur tba public witb 
a second editioUi we hope he will favour the 
world with some information on the subject 
of a few of such tackings together.” Let 
him fairly place in contrast what he will 
hear from these persons, with what he will 
hear from those who, previously to maciioge, 
hod the folly to think of “ interest or con- 
venience.” 

When speaking on tlio “choice of a pro- 
fusion,” our author observes, “ Surely then 
it should be a point with those wlm have 
the allotting of youth to professionf, to leave 
them, (llic boys,) in a great measure, if not 
altogether, to tlieraselves.” Surely, then, 
it should be a point with parents and 
guardians to yield to no such maudlin feel- 
ing. There ore few subjects on which more j 
twaddle lies been written thou on tins. How I 
can an inexperienced child decide witb pro- 
priety on a matter of so much importance. 
If he were to decide, it is ten to one that his 
elect ion would be influenced by some cir- 
cumstance so trifling, that it would not be 
worthy of regulating his conduct one month, 
much less during his whole life. No, it is 
the guardian’s duty, after he iias well con- 
sidered and duly weighed the capabilities 
and futurt^ prospects of his charge, to decide 
on Iho profession he should adopt ; and then, | 
without even conaultiug the boy’s inclina- 
tion, furnish him with the materials for ac- 
quiring a knowledge of that profession 
which has been selected, aud then mildly, 
yet firmly enforce obedience. The gratitude 
and prosperity of the child will amply repay 
conaiderate parent for his additional 

Mr; imd with great 

justice, the mania which in modern timee 
has raged amongst families to have their sous 
brought into the learned professions. There 
is, iudeed, in almost every large family of 
^espeetsbility, one son a surgeon, another 
alawysfv a^d a third a parson. He says 
that many i father ** nTnpet” together ai he 


m 

can to procure for hit son a ddlt^ 

cation. 

“ Instead of putting him to o respectable 
trad#by which he w'ould secure to him a 
moderate livelihood for life, he sends him to 
learn branches of knowledge for w’hich, 
probably, he has neither t^ste imr talent, 
aud whut is the consequence ? Wby, when 
he has finished his curriculum of education, 
ho goes back to his father’s house but half 
learned, there to remajn unemployed, and 
to be himself, along with the rest of his fa- 
mily', perhaps thrdligh life in difficulty. And 
thus it is that many u respectable family has 
been kept in poverty ybr ever, W'ithout any 
aclmlgood accruing from it.” 

. No actual good from poverty for ever ! 
This reminds ns of one of Simon Puee’s 
notes which he aj>pended to our copy of 
Sir Astley Cooper’s Lectures. Nevey 
Tyrrell remarked, with his usual sagacity, 
that when leeches, on being applied to ilia 
eye, occasion great irriialion and eryupela- 
(OU9 vi/iammatm, they do little or no good* 
We do not know w’bether Mr* Wallace be a 
“ Nevey,” but he and Mr. Tyrrell are ob- 
viously members of the same family. 

While descanting on the grdht advan- 
tages of “ General learning to the phy- 
sician,” the author boldly tUrowa out the 
following “ venture - 

“ I venture to say, that the best informed 
man would get two patients for every one 
that the other (the unlearned man) would 
get, even allowing them to he equally capa- 
ble of treaiiiig disense.’’ 

This “venture” is of a piece with the 
rest, and shows most dearly that Mr. Wal- 
lace is lamonlubly ignorant of the matters 
on which he has presumed to write. Had 
he been in the least degree acquainted with 
the history of his profession, or witli the 
state of medical practice in this country, he 
would not have risked such an assertion, 
unless he had determined to publish that 
which ho knew to bo untrue. 

The bare mention of the names of two liv- 
ing practitioners will be sufficient to expose 
the utter folly of Mr. Wallace’s venture—Sir 
Attl^ Cooper— Dr. Babington. What in- 
4tvidual8 esu be mote pui^fly innocent of 
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the charge of learning and general acquire- 1 report, which will he creditable to himself, 
ments, than these gentlemen. Their ex- prisoner ! ’ 

treme igaonmoe of «ll e«r»-prof««io»d '‘I'"- >» '*“• »f '• “»"*« ! ! 

a.tttw» not only ptoverbij, bot.inmimy •“<' O" wi>“'4 

UBtoCfs, even must .musing. InoneofSi’r pmnlitioner deUvet so 

A.Coopei’s.uigicsllecture.,foti,.sl.nes.fl>e ^ •‘f* '» ““ P"’ 

worthy Karonet endeavoured to elucidate the ’ 

Mlioii uf Keid’s syringe, by u cump«ti»m o“ly ‘o o'""”, 

will. tbatoftl,ehvdrsutie press. ■■ lf,"ssid ™ '"’sllsee to 

he, ■■ water be forced f ont a large lube “'"'O'. 

into a small, I believe enormous power is 

gamed!” And again, what is the wortbv “"y 

Baronefs knowledte oferea the literatu.'e ‘“''J''' ™l' 0 rta” 00 : but such 

of bis ptofessiou! Did bo not swssn «o ” fo^o'^o” »» *"cl' » tolTjo" as me, Heal 
the late trial, that he had never hunt of the ’* ooutempliblc. 

operation dew lems? Such is the general 

learning of Sir Astley Cooper, who has un- 
questionably been tho most successful and ^ lkttkii to the veltow ootji, 
the nipjst eminent surgeon of his day, Fivm the Author of " ProJe$sional Skelchesf in 
l)r, Babinglon, it is notorious, has had the Ncu> jUontliii/ AJagaune, in reply to hit 
the most extensive practice of any p!jy.si- Fulmhuding Article, in the AJediail iUwit/j- 
cian in this metropolis during probably the jiiecc of Mem. Ungrnan Co. 
last twenty years ; yet so far is he from 

being a learned man, that lie requires the an- “ l.it-y ' lion' lie . ' irom brKimiin;: to emi, ’’ 
jjemlage of peUicoatB only to convert him Umoinajo TiiEvotsYol. l,di.U.it, ii8. 

into a mere old woman, Leaviv.g genera! 

informodon altogether out of the question, Bath, March 


we are not aware that Dr. Babiugton, not- 
rilbstaudlng his immense opportunities, 
has added a single fact to our stock of me- 
dical knowledge. Mr, Wallace's “venture/' 
tlierefore, can only be viewed as one of the 
innuTueiahle pieces of nonsense with which 
his book is crammed. 

It was our intention to have selected se- 
Tcral other passages remarkable for their 
folly, but we have already devoted more 
spaco to tills production, than our limits 
justify. Anotlier extract, and we have 
done. Mr, Wallace, *of course, touches 
upon medical jurisprudence, and, with hit 
customary acumen, remarks, 

How important is it, that, in cases of 
murder by the infliction of wound*, poison- 
ing, rape, hic., the medical mou thould 
have a clear and correct knowledge of the 
subject, to that, in a judicial mmioitioat 
mnv be able to give m opiuioa, lad 


SiH,-—! was sitting comfoitably at my 
breukfuat this morning, when a packet, 
ifc'uiiiig the well-known superscriptiuo of a 
very di-av friend, was jiut into my hands. 1 
eagerly opemd it, when to my great usto- 
nislinient, I found a copy of your Green 
.lounir.1, and a leiier directing my attention 
to y^ur leading article, 1 know not whether 
joy or surprise agitated me most, when I 
sB.y that you had thus honoured me, by 
devoting your heiidonmdul lionm boughs too* 
haodiiome an abuse of me, as uny drunkea 
piiutarde could possibly have flung forth. 
Why, Sir, you have made me vain of 
Self, for, God liclp me, f never, ibl? 
motnent, imagined, that my hurihhi 
bratio-us were worthy of being so grossly 
mi«repre*$»tt'd bv « gentlemah of your lur- 
passiug rank' and talent; neither could I 
suppose, with 41 my vanity, that 1 hud any 
preuntions to so euviahlc an elevaiiom But 
you Editor-folk* are so cunning, that, like 
i'addy OMUtierty, you And out things that 
never existed, and your penetration in tho 
present jHitnnee, has accomplished fuf ti 
wonderful discoveries, as have tmdetl very 
cnnaidm4rly to make mo think much better 
of mystlf than | otherwise akoW have 
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done. But, pleased as I am with yonr 
attention to my “ trash, ” (eight columns 
occupied in exposing '‘trash!’* Will. 

Somers, hide thy diminished head !) I should 
have been much more so, had you not in* 
dulged the powers of your imagination, (at 
all times, wo well know, peculiarly quick 

and fertile,} to so very great an extent, A > in page aoi, you wui see me passage wincn 
IHtU: misrepreseiitatioa, a fexo lies well you accuse me of wrongfully attributing to 
handled, with as many garbled extracts as Bell, Why do you do your work so, cluin- 
you please, would have been rather pieguant sily 1 Depend ujion it, that so long fls you 
and amusing, than otherwise; but such continue to blunder on in this awkward 
wholesale dealings as your’s are jreally dis- manner, you must look in vain for any pro- 
graceful even to your green concern— even fit from the concern ; no advertisements will 
togtt>a meretnoious medical mouth-piece of adorn your covers, lut those which Messrs. 
Messieurs hongman & Co. Longman and Co. give you at half price. 

But let me, if 1 cau, have some serious The fact is, Sawney, — and you cannot 
talk with you. First, then, as to Mr. Aber- deny it, — that your base, and shallow, and 
iiotliy. Cau you say that he is not ‘‘ the cringing mind, — your aristocratic devotion 
moiii celebrated (mind, that is the wotd) to the “ College,” and your dreadful abhor- 
practitioner now living ? You need not \e r'^nce of anything savouringof independence 
jealous of “glorious John,” b;.'cause he iulljeprofession.willnotallowyoutosimc- 
prescribes blue pill, and cures mcdicai cases ; tion (he praise of honest men, or to bear 
and, for heaven’s sake, do not exert your* unmoved any reflections upon tlie Fellows 
Self to defend his vulgarity. He does not and their dirty' behaviour.* You do not like 
want your defence ; for he has too much the public to be made acquainted w'ith the 
honesty to feel gratified by” such gratuitous monstrous humbug, that exists in our 
impertinence, J» one word, 1 havo the profession; or tliat llm true state of tho 
satisfaction of knowing, tliat the “ Sketch,” case should bo explained. You/ are too 
which you have so clumsily aiul so malici- much of a jesuil for that; and so you bristle 
ously garbled, is esteemed by the nearest con- up your back, and endeavour to look awful ; 
nexions of that “veteran,” e« the most but why idl lies about the matter ? If you 
cliaracteii tic (Mid candid whicti lias yd ap- enlist yourself in the bud cause of ihesu 
peared; nid as to the “various scents “ Goodies,” do be honest if you can, — do’iit 
evidently drawn from the imagination of add to their disgiace. by playing tiie fool, or 
the writer,” (oh! thou most oracular of acting out of the pale of truth and justice. I 
asses I ) they are all true — true to the very can easily imagine your motives; and, doubt- 
Idter, and you hiove it. But your readers less, at the last cauacrsatioiie at the college, 
may he squeamish, because, taking you for you received sundry gratulaiions and sugar- 
an oracle of the “ Blrictcat veracity,” they plums for giving tiiat “ pettifogging indi- 
would not please to doubt your word. Now, vidual,” that “ hlockbead,” that “ anonym- 
to satisfy them, and shame y^ou, were such ous sycophant,” that “author of puffs,” 
a consumnmtiou juacticable — 1 will, if you (with God knows how many sw'eet names 
wish it, produce an ufikluvit, regularly sworn besides,) such a glorious triraming. Knjoy 
and duly executed, before the Bight Hon. your bon bmn ; he a good hoy and behave 
llie Lord Mayor himself, attesting the fact ; yourself decently, hut do not, for fear of thu 
will you urge me to* such an exir. mity^ rod, tell any more lies. 

You are a bungling fellow, Sawney, after Neither my time, nor my inclination, nor 
all. You quote, coward us you are — the the limits of this valuable Journal, will per- 
mode in which,Mr.Ahernethy has not tiseu mit me to retaliate upon you in your own 
to eminence; but, knave as you are, you gentlemaiilv and college-like style. But in 
’ litjBl^ingly suppress the manner in which he my own defence, and just to show you up in 
lli^l^iivad his celebrity. Independence and your true colours, 1 will run over yoiir mis- 
ittt(jfrity, with profound scientific know- statements, and then leave you to concoct 
ledge, (look well to the. sketch, Sir Oracle,) another batch of falsehoods if you like, and 
are well-^nown (pialificaUdins^ exceedingly to earn another pocket full of sugar-plums; 

BciiTce among the Fellowa of the College — 

we do not mean the surgeons, and their ^^sa- 
tellites; but hang it, men, yemi^t aswoel * I have in my possession a very curious 
htt* been a imUi candid. and intcTesting eorrcspondenco belweon one 

Do you romembor what you have said of these Fallows, and a young General Ihac- 
about Mr. Bell, and the scaodalous misre- tilioncr; and if they do mu miiul, “I’ll 
preacntalions that you have so basely per- shame the rogues nn^l print it.” Best ossur- 
potrated in your remarks upon my “ Sketoh** cd., if I do, it tvill rejlect no credit upon iho 
of gentleman ? No oue lias ever given flraternity. 


you much credit for professional knowledge, 
or, indeed, knowledge of any kind ; but 
your mawkish observations on the present 
subject, have exposed your ignorance more 
decidedly than ever. If you will refer to 
the second vol. of Bell’s Anatomy, (ihird 
edition,) and read tlie first two paragraphs 



BOOTEICaC THE eOT^ 

I not condewend to favour 
you with • aingio syilablo pnoro ; I have al* 
rf ady defiled my fiuge^ by meddling with 
you, 

If these sketches (col. «.) be continued 
much lo&gex, the nutaier of great men at 
weseut fiourishing in London will exceed 
(km of all past times and of all countries.” 

Of course ; but could not you learn better 
grommw than this at Abiadeeii, most sapient 
Sawney 1 

“Nor is this all (col. 4.); there is an 
other provision unconnected with tl»e 
nerves.^ For unconnected, read connected. 

Proh, pudorf Sawney. A pleasing apcci- 
inen of your base j)erveiaion of the sense- 
Beware again, sapient sir, of tiie red! 

CoU U p. 424. “ Dr. Armstrong is stated 
to be the on/y physician since poor Dr. 

Baillie’s time, who is worthy to succeed ^ 
that excellent and learned man;*— the onip. 

1 • ^ «iMrli nrAn«>r r.nii* i 


lout, in every paint of view, a- veasoi^lc 
prospect of success ; and that it has been 
effectual in restoring suspended animation, 
numerous observations concur to assure us. 
Sictidt maintained, hut appsyently on theore- 

I tical grounds only, that this operation can 
' never restore circulation, thot has once ceased ; 

I in other words that it is effectual only in those 
I instances where the heart still pulsates, 
though carrying on the circulation of venous 
blood. According to the statement of perstm 
worthy o/ci-edft^lunoem, the action (f this organ 
has hien hsnewed byarOjickl respiraUant ujter 
alt marks o)'>it had viuou.x emd; and heie 
it is probable, that Uie lei't side of the he^vrt, 
which could be no longer excited to con- 
traction by venous blood, was stimulaU’d by 
blood, which had become arterial dnung this 
1 process. Mr. Brodie has shown, that it wiU 
lUPpurt circii/atjon for many hoars in smaiL uui- 
; mJs, even after the complete destruc t lou oj ammd 
l^e hy citUing og t If e head.** ^ n'leud 


that excellent and learned man;— tne wnyyyv ^ ^ 

vl.j.ici.a n to behave, with pro,«r boseni to m.met 

iideration to general pracuuoners, and so j any blood leii in t y ^ ^ vvi... n 

on. This is false ; utu*ily, basely, design- 
edly false. 1 md, and 1 say it again, that 
Armstrong “closely resembles the late la- 
mented liailiie,” iu his liberality, his can- 
dour, his independence^ end bis utter hatted 
of cant and humbug. Once more, Sir Oracle, 
beware the rod ! 

With regard to Dr. Harrison, will Sawney 


auv uiuuu iwii V 

up into ihy brazen browt “Why wlmt a 
* monstrous ftUow art thou,'* thus to expose 
tby Ignorance and malice! Gad-a-mercy . 
(liou must run great ii>k8 to tickle ibe lau- 
cies of the “ Fellows” by atlciopting to 
mangle a poor harmless devil iu this bung- 
ling manner. 

One word,— one serious word at parting. 
wimregaTuio j/r. i-mmoyn, »..» j j'j’o jjjjj. criticism no houest mnu cau object ; 
tell us why he was prosecuted by the Lo** | i^e base and cowardly perpt-ttator 

lege, and why they gave up tlie contest? j and calumny, no honest man can 

Will he, moreover, inform us John j seuUments, than llmse 

' ’ ’'‘‘‘lof the most supreme scorn and ton- 

„ , . . n ; Fortnnalelv, the publication, which 

' who do M much mischief as j Skelcltes,” ranks so highly m 

' . . , ■ , » , ' ftti (r. Kil 


wu ua J. ^ , 

lege, and why they gave up the contest j 
Will he, moreover, inform us why St. John ‘ 

Long, the Conaumplion-curer, Dr.L«ig,ihe 
Water-doctor, Drs. C. and J- Jordan, “ cum 

tauMis ediitf who do as much mischief as i „jy .. Sketches, " ranxs so mgmy lu 

Dr, Harrison has done good, are riof prose- periodical literature of Euglwul, m to be 
cuted? for the reason that 1 have slated »n j every person who wishes to 

the “ Sketch,” because the process would , ^ sp j and let them 

be too expensive. Sawney may try to curry ; ^ fi^nro you exhibit 

fevour with the Fellows, and why noli attcinpiiug thus surreptitiously to cast 

he if marvellously mistaken if he expeeto toi veracity of one who would 

io so by such contemptible means. mean and despicable ad- 

And for Mr. Brodie, (col, 2. p. 42.5.) “Mr. s ranisges of which you have thus sbumefully 
Brodie, by our author’s a^jcount, (thst if, by j availed yourself, I'lumo yuurstlf, 

the account of this pe tti%ging s^^copbant,) ' 

r .. lUtaE * arlliintill n-lhiru* 


has actually proved that * artificial reapira 
tion will euppori the circulation of tlie blood 
for many hours o/fer the heart has whallyceated 
to beat !” ' this is Sawney ’s statement ^ a^nd 
now for the actual fact. ** He (Mr. Brodie) 
has proved that, in sfnall animatS] artificial 
respiration will support^iha circolsiion of the 
blood for many hours after the heart has 
wholly ceased to beat, and even after the 
heads of the animals baie been actm^ly cut 
offf KSayfuey will refer to the Fliiloaophi. 
cal Transactions, for 1812 ; *or, whp<is mwe 
easily accessible to bim.Gtegory^Fractica 
of Fhysic, id edition, pages 4fi0, 7i h4 twitt 
find this passage. ‘‘Thd spplicsUon of arUfi* 
cial respiration m esses of pure aspliyiflibhol# 


avBoeu j , 

your supposed prowess ; bug yourself in tua 
'foil bliss of your imaginary triumph ; but 
beware, sir, how you again indulge in mis- 
[stating my meaning, or pervertin| py objj^^ 
' Another achievement like this will btf 
in another manner, not with 
skulking and anoiiy»Ma» iri« »ot 

care for thHi>ut wiOi ^S(H»«iiit»| which 
I shall caui^ a smhvt and tocIi the 

sanative powt^lkf ihe wbtde Collage mllnot 
'beabloto^esitteg*^* 

lam,Sif^ 

Yout very ebUged lervahti 
The Author of 
v| Bnofi^siiouAi. IJsatoiKair* 



PUBf-GERTfFICATIS fBADl. 


SCOXCll IMffBI NOf epOTCe ME^ir* 

Ta the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Though far from vrishing to throw 
a veil over the vices of my countrytneo, I 
am still anxious the public should be aware, 
tliat James Johnstone, editor of the late 
Quarterly Journal, although an “Aberdeen 
dub/’ is not a Scotchman, but a child of 
the Emerald isle. 

liow’ever infamous in many reapeots the 
dub system may be, and however fortunate 
it be that The Lancet ia employed for its 
om?ndment, it is but fair, Mr. Editor, that 
yo# give a true account of the extraction 
and education of the worthy members of 
this iljtA Arsociatwu. Now James Johnson 
is a native ofCarrickfergus ; he has all the 
chniaetorislic features of the Hibernian 
race. Any of your readoi-s who may wish 
to examine his phrenological development, 
may tind an o})portmiity any evening in the 
shop of Burgess and Hill, where they will 
iiud him encircled by iimumerahlo unsold 
copies of Uic “ bunules of trash,” and of 
his dy$ivptic volumes. 

Sawney, 

March 6lh, 1829. 


DEI.INqCENCIES OF rtJPlLS. 

To the Editor of Tjie Lancet. 

Sni, — As I look upon you to be censor* 
general to the profession, and os you have 
particularly exerted yourself for the welfare 
of medical students, 1 do not think it ne- 
cessary to make any apology for introduc- 
ing the following subject to your notice. 
Your strictures ou public characters, and, 
amongst the rest, on public teacUurs, have 
been by no means deficient, either ia fre- 
quency or severity ; and, 1 trust, that you 
will not hesitate to exercise tiif same autho- 
rity aud salutary castigation, towards pupils, 
wheu you are made acq'^inted with their 
delinquencies. Not a few evils have sprung 
up, and are fostered with wamou iuconsi* 
deraleness among them ; but the one which 
it is pow my object to place before your 

f fful attention, is the practice of yiUer- 
^nr«rs in the midst of tbeit da* 
regularly do without any 
regard ^ feeliitg, 4ecprum» ar selt* 

iuterest Ttiey inflict by It n direct injury 
on the tbeir ij^low-st« 4 ?ftt «5 and 

thomselve|. There needs no arfument„to 
prove this. those who, with childish 
inischief, indulge in the fcibit to which I 
allude, must, if they do npt find it too much 
lirouhle to reflect stall, immcdiatoiy be con* 
vioced of iu truth. It would, porhops, 
evihoe too m»ch credulity to .suppose they 
would ftdhBOfMge their cottrictiou. Those 


gentlemen would do well to remember, that 
they have ceased to be boys ; and, further* 
tliat they have entered a profession which 
boasts of its good discipline, honourable 
behaviour, and liberal mamiers. Tbeir pre- 
sent conduct intimates that they have forgot- 
ten these things, and tliey seem hlindly un- 
aware, that the part they are ppw daily act- 
ing is arbitrary, ungentlemanly, and atto** 
getber unwarrantable. 

I make this protest for myself and fellqw- 
pupils, and it may not be amiss to assert, 
that no lecturer has the sligiitest knowledge 
of what I now do, 

A Jarjiiolomew PuniL. 

Feb. 2i)th, 1829. 


bartuolomevv's nospiTAL .— the cEnTiri* 
CATE trade. 

For a considerable time fast the demonstra- 
tor, and the pupils who are regular in 
their attendance, have been very much dis- 
turbed and annoyed, by stra<*^ien entering 
the theatre of liiia hospital, during the de- 
monstrations, at intrrvals of every few 
minutes, and sometimes until within even 
fve Minutes of the hour of breaking up. 

JJr, Skqty on 'Wednesday morning, felt 
it his duty publicly to notice this nuisance. 
“ He believed, that at most, if not at all, the 
schools throughout London, as well as tliis, 
there w’ere such tilings as certificates, and 
tliat those things 'wexc consjdet.e.d ])y a great 
many, as merely things of form, — of 
course. He was .sorry to add, that hitherto the 
formhoA proved victorious, bfany geullemen 
had come to him for certificates who be 
knew perfectly well had veiy rarely, if ever, 
heard a domouetraliou, By the irregular at- 
tendance too of those, who w'ere a little more 
in the habit of making their appearance, not 
only was he very ineouveiiieutly^ interrupted, 
so as, at one time, not to have hud tlie oppor- 
tunity of demonslraliug for a full hoinf, but 
such gcnilemen as were anxious to aetjuire 
a knowlego of their profession, and were 
punctutd to the hour, were insufferably an- 
noyed. Under these circumstances, how- 
ever painful it was to bim to com plain, he 
begged the class to take notice that certifi- 
cates of attendance should not, as far as re- 
garded himself in /ufurs. be matters of ‘ form 
pd of course/ aud that the late system of 
irreffularity should nql be permtued to pro- 
ceed, if even, to put a stop to it, recourse 
were to be had of shutting the doors at a 
given period every morning.” 

These observations miglit fall very sea- 
sonably ftbmf die liprt of the anatomical 
lecturer as well ns from Mr.bkey; and as 
far as pnactualicv to the hour is conoerned, 
why not adopt the c4lbge rule of shutting 
•tho -doors at the moueut the clock strikes 1 



ni ULCERATED LEO/-CUT THROAT. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


ULCERiT£D LEO— AMrUTATtON. 

Ann Bkckett^ «et. 37, was admitted iuto 
Faith's Ward, under the care of Mr. Law- 
rence, 4tli of November, 1828, with a slight 
nicer on the left leg over the tibia, about 
four inches above the ancle-joint. She is a 
married woman, and her health has been 
generall)' good. Slates that about tliree 
weeks ago, a man accKeatally gave her a 
slight kick across the shin, which was ex* 
ceedingly painful at live moraeiu, but the 
uneasiness soon went off. She took no fur- 
ther notice of it. In a day or two after- 
wards it appeared dark- coloured, and t(pry 
speedily ulcerated, which induced her to 
apply at the hospital. The ulcerated sur- 
face is not larger than the disc of a shilling, 
with slight surrounding inflammation. Or- 
dered twelve leeches, and a bread arid water 
poultice, to be applied to the leg. A senna 
drauglit to be taken immediately. 

(i. I'ho ulcer has assumed the appearance 
of a foul phagedenic sore, extending over 
the skin. Mortitication is going on in the 
surrounding parts, to the extent of an inch 
and a half. Ordered Iw’cnty-four leeclies, 
and a linseed poultice ; a cold lotion also to 
be kept over the limb. 

20. For a while the treatment seemed to 
succeed, but the w'ouud has again assumed a 
more uoheuliliy appearance. 

So. The leeches have again been repeat* 
edly applied. The sore is now circular, and 
three inches in diameter. For about half 
way round the edge of the ulcer, on tlie iu- 
teraal side of the leg, there are l»eaUby 
granulations, but tliere is jiartial death on 
the other side. The greater part of the 
sore presents a green sloughy appearance, 
from which proceeds a very iu tid discharge. 
The sore and neighbouring parts are very : 
painful, corresponding so much with hospi- 
tal gangrene, that Mr. Lawrence thinkl it 
right to remove the patient into anothet 
ward, there being otlters in this ward witJt 
sore legs, and hospitw gangrene hairing pre- 
sented itself in the same ward a short time 
ago. Ordered to buve the niirie aeu/, with 
rectified spirits, applied to the sore, nod 
thirty drops ofl»udatv«m‘to he taken imiue- 
diately afterwards, and at bed time. 

From this time tlte wlcer of the leg w'ent 
on unfavotirably. The nitric acid, the hal- 
sam of Teni, poulticcp, leeches, fomeu ta- 
tbns, acd every other apjiic'aiion that in* 
genuily could suggr it, wttre resorti^ lowiili' 
out 8Ucce*!S, until t!ie only chance Of 
life was by the rt niOv*| of the leg. Am]^* 
tatiou at the lower third of the tiitgU was, 


accordingly, performed by Mr, Lawrence on 
Thursday, the 26th uU., since then the 
stump has gone on lo heal kindly, and the 
padent is fast recovering, 


CtTT THROAT— -KATAE. 

John Carroll, mt. 1 9, was admitted into 
Rahere’s W ard, under tlie care of Mr. Law- 
rence, on Thursday, at iwclvo o'clock, 
March f>, with an extensive incision acroifs 
the throat. Tlie patient had committed the 
act with a razor, only a very short period 
before he was brought to the hospital. J ho 
wound had b!od considerably, but w^'en 
admitted, the bleeding waa inconsiderable. 
One or two small vessels W'ere tied, the 
edges of the wound brought logelher by 
sutures, and the patient put lo bed. In the 
course of the afternoon the lube of the 
.stomach pump was introduced through an 
opening into the oesophagus, and four ounces 
of brandy inject«'d, in this way, iuto the 
stomach. I’litil the evening, but very slight, 
if any dangerous symptoms presented them- 
selves; he then hecuine very restless, and 
a little before nine o'clock,* started up iu 
his bed, secondary InemotTiiage came on, 
and life was destroyed suddenly. 

6‘crlii)*Co<faicril. 

On rxaminitig llic body next day, at lialf 
past two o'clock, the intisiou was found to 
have extended between the os liyoides and 
tliyroid cartilage, and through the anterior 
part of tl*e (esophagus. The superior tliy* 
foid artery and external jugular vein wt*ro 
both divided. The hronchii were almost 
filled with blood, and the stomach was lined 
with a brownish viscid matter, which seem- 
ed like blood acted upon l>y the gastric 
juice. 'Fite ileum also contained, in about 
six inches of its cu;cal end, a sort of black 
viscid bite, which gave ths intestine, exter- 
nally, a black appearance. 


OSTEO-SAIieOMA. 

Julia Baker, mtat. 37, was admitted into 
Faith's Ward, under the care of Mr. Law- 
rence, January 14, with an osteo-sarcov 
raatous growth, apparently proceeding front 
the anterior and upjver part of the Ibitle of 
the right leg. Ten years ago, | smaU 
enlargement appeared on hut 

which gave no inconYenience | ^ve years 
since, iho limb was meaiired '«»uiid 
over tliif entkigement, the ctretuhference? of 
the leg wH mff m mh lobre than thi‘t 
of tho other. It hss always Wn as hard 
as bone, and free frdm pain till of late. 
Within the last few monthi, whn^ there 
has been a change ofweather, pain has beeH 
eajfjcricneed in tlie part. In Sepicmher 
lait the pitient walked to H«in|>bteBa and 
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lyack, without mAtcrifil inconvAiencc, the! 
litnb only feoUiig a little atifF afterwards.! 
The tumour has now increased in size, us 
also the ])nin iti severity, so that she is 
oVii['ed, in \valkin;,% to have the aid of 
cvutolios, 'Hie tumour is about the size of 
tlio half of a large lemon, cat longitudi- 
nally. It is quite hard around the base, 
with a degree of elasticity in )>ari8 of its an- 
terior surface. Its ajipoarauce is rather 
more vascular than natural. There is a 
gland in each groin, immediately over the 
femoral vessels, as large as an almond. The 
patient is a thin, spare woman, not of a very 
healthy appearance, though she states her 
general health is good. Pulse quiet and re> 
guHr. 

On a consultation of the surgeons, they 
all inclined to regard the. tumour as malig- 
nant. Mr. Vincent suggested the removal 
of the head of tlie fibula, and the external 
parts covering the tumour, witir the. view of' 
saving the rest of the leg. Mr. 1-awrence 
and Mr. Earle considered, that iflheO|mra- 
tion was to he uudertalvcu at all, after mak- 
ing a puncture into it, that the entire limb 
ought to be removed. 

VI. The jmtieiil having consented to the 
operation, she was brought into the tbea- 
tiv, and the limb removed by the circular 
11a)) at l!ie lower third of the iliigh, by Mr. 
Lawrence. Tlie patient was then removed 
to bed, but, unfortunately, either in conse- 
quence of tin- iutogumenls iinvn.g been left i 
loo short, or the muscles having rctractod to ■ 
a more thuu usual extent, the end of the 
femur forced its way through the dressing, 
nor has it been practicable to again cover 
it by the soft parts. 'I'liO wound has dis- 
charged, and coniiiiues to discharge, con- 
siderably, though in most parts it presents 
a liealing aj»pe«rance. At the writing of 
this, report, (, .Mauh 7,) the. end of the femur 
remains uncovered to the extent of about an 
inch, Examiuulion of the diseased struc- 
ture, after the limb was removed, fully 
proved it to be a case of osteo-sarcooia. 


tYINO OP XilE SNTEHIOn TIBI VI. AUTEUV. 

I»hilip lluitard, a butcher, while engaged 
in tiro pursuit of his calling, on the std of 
March, nccideuully struck the anterior part 
ofihU: right leg, at about twoot three inches 
h with a sharp insirument, 
whic!i,iimdia|ftho muscles, penetrated the 
anterior tibial artery longitudinally, to the 
ext«)t of •bouii three inches. He was im- 
mediately Wought to the Hosphid, and a 
tourui(iuet appUed over the femortii resaeL 
Betore, however, this could be done, he had 
lost an immense quantity of blood, and was 
exceedingly eidiattsted. Messrs, Vintlent 
end KarW saw him soon after he was ad- 
i^Uhd, Md thefomer genUsmnn, wit^ the 


Qssisiance of the latter, proceeded to tic the 
wounded vessel. With this view he made 
an incision, which, however, he was obliged 
to enlarge four times, before he could get 
down to the artery. He continued to ex- 
perience some diificulty in getting the liga- 
ture rmmd the artery, and Mr. Earle at 
length took the neetlle, and succeeded in 
doing it. A ligature was put above and be- 
low, and the intermediate space afterwards 
divided. The edges of the wound were 
then brought together, and four ounces of 
brandy administered to the patient, llw" Las 
continued to do well ever since. 

• 

ST. THOxMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


LITHOTOMY. 

Thomas Kitsiiam, a car*pentcr from 
Hastings, aptiit. 551. with pallid countenance, 
came into the Hospital about three weeks 
since, with symptoms of stone. The patient 
stated, tliat about four years ago, he was 
attacked with violent pain in the region of 
the kidneys, 6ic., and look medicines fop 
the gravel ; a short time after this, it be- 
came a [‘parent that he was the subject of 
stone in the bladder, which, on sounding 
him, was readily ascertained to be tbe case. 
An operation was performed by Mr. Tyrrell, 
on Friday, tlie. 6th of February. The iute- 
guineuts, fascia, fat, and superfftial mus- 
cles of the jjerineum, having heeu divided 
with a scalpel, the knife was introduced 
into the groove, of the stuff, and carried on- 
ward.s into the hludvler ; the forceps were 
then introduced, asid the stone readily laid 
hold of, b-.it, iu cousequpneo of the unfa- 
vourable manner in which it was grasped, 
it escaped from their hold three or four 
times on reaching the mouth of the wound, 
pjt-vio.us to its extraction. The stone was 
of large size, Hat, and of an oval figure, 
weighing ujtvvardsof two ounces and a half. 
The operation was completed in sis minutes, 
and tbe patient put to bed ; a short time 
afterwards it was ascertained that secon- 
dary htemorrhage had occurred ; this, how- 
ever, was easily subdued by pressure, though 
not till about 16 ounces of blood had been 
lost. Ordered to take, 

Tincture ^ opium, 30 drops. 

7.. Has sle[it well during the uight ; pulse 
90 ) tongue moist ) no paiuor tenderness of 
the abdomen. 

8. Took a dose of house mediciue, which 
has operated •several times, and produced 
healthy evacuations. 

9. Tongue moUt; pulse compUiasof 

lUBepaiu. ' 



EPiiJ:psy.-bisEasiD Hip.-ltBk:Ess. 
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to. Pulse 8$, ratber full,; tongue tirbite, 
but Jhoi&t; bo-nrela bpeti; no i«aia or ten- 
derness of the ftbdohieb. JS'oi slept ^ite so 
i^eil Inst night, but, upon the ijrhble, a|ipears 
to be going on remarkahl)’ la eU. 

The patient upon ■a/bbm Mr, Tyrrell ope- 
rated on the SOth uh., iS now blmdst cOn- 
tnleicent. 

EPItEPSY* 

(J&Hma Wttjimn—mitinued/rm page 6SB, 

Mo. «850 

Feb. 11. Had one alight fit at 4, 
and a severe one at 2, p.m, ; complains of| 
pain in the stomach, Cutler taking milk; 
pulse 108, compressible. Powdered vale- 
rian root, lialf a drachm, with camphor mix- 
ture every six hours. Dry dirt. 

12. Slight fit, 6, A.M,; no headach ; 
perlectlv free from pain. 

15. Has continued free from pain, but 
hud a fit tliirmoi niug ; pulse KM), small. 

19, Hud a fit yesterday, undone to*d«y, 
but comparatively aiiglii; bowels regular, 
and general health improved. 

21, Had two fils. 

March 10. The patient still continues in | arainalion tin? left external iliac win was 
the Hospital, and has occasional returns of I obliterated for about four inches below its 
fits; hut the attacks are feeble, and couti- ’juncuon with the internal iliac, and sur- 
‘nue a mucii shorter period tl.an at ihe time 1 rounded by a cancerous mass, closely adhcr- 
cf admission ; her bowels are regular, audjing to its parities, which were changeii into 
geiMTai health toleruhly good. |u ligameiitous subEtance, and ii|ipeun>d, in 

She is now taking two grains of ammo- -some degree, to partake of the cureinonia- 
niated copper three times a-day, which isitoui degeneralidn. The interiial iliac vein 
being gradually increased. 'I be bowels are and its principal branches were also oblitO' 


deprived of%e use of the limb. On exami- 
nation, tlie left hip was found swelled, cover- 
ed with varicose veiali, and very tender on 
pieklure, die whole limb Was almost two 
inches sliorter thdu that of the other side, the 
greater trochanter was mheh higher than 
lisoal, and somewhat drawn forward ; the 
knee was very painful. A Curious circum- 
stance was remorked with tesjiect to the ve- 
nous circulation ; a very large vein was seen 
funning from the left crural vein over the 
abdomen towards the navel, where it turned 
round, and having descended on the other side 
of the abdomen, was inserted into the right 
crural vein ; it had a very tortuoua course, 
and at one piacte dividedrinto three hrmicj^es, 
w'hich, bowevei,8oon reunited. When the 
patient was standing upright, it attained an 
extraordinary siae, almost equal to tiiat of 
the litlla finger ; according to her statement, 
it had not been developed until the hip be- 
gan to be affected ; the blood circulated from 
the left to the right side, as was ascertained 
by pnssure on the vessel. The patieni, 
whose general huoUh had suffered much 
within the last two months, died aliout a 
(fortnight afier her admission; on ex- 


kept open, audtaitar emetic oimmeiit has 
been tubbed into llie nape of the neck. 


rated, and involved in the cancerous tissue. 
Near the ir»8eriion of the vena sapheim, the 
crura! vein beiog enlarged, gave origin to a 
hrancli which lormed tho comnjuuicatidn 
j with ih(? crural veiii of the other side, as hos 
been dfscribed above ; besides it, a Smaller 
Vein went in a more transverse direction 
from the left to the right mural vein. The 
, disearo bv which the obliteration of the iliac 
j vein had be< n produced, sieemed to originate 
Ci B,, letat. 6i, admitted on the 22d of Ju!y,j from the bone, the concavje lurfacottf which 


nOPlTAL DE lA CHARITE. 

CASE or OBClTERATro ItlAC VEIX, WHERE 
CtBCtt.ATlON WAS CAftRIED O.V BY COI- 
XATERAL BltAXCnKfi. 


Oil account of diseased hip, stated that from 
ber 1.5th or 16ih year, she had beeu subject 
to swelling of the lefolef ^ and had, in conse- 
quehce, been obliged to avoid all considerable 
exertion, especiaby coutiiiuedwalking. Huv- 
pg married in her ^riibvear, she w as^ during 
jier first pregnancy, mvud with mdema of 
both legs, but especially of the left; after 
didivery the swelling of the right teg disap- 
peared ; and that of the loft diminished, but 
iiliNit cbmpletely eubfdded. Kitejit occa- 
liottal attacks of jjfilpitation of the heart, her 
health had since thia period been riiry good, 
till about fife months previoua to her aomit- 
aiblt, When she bod, without’ any Ipparffif 
cause, been affected with a riblettt ^tt itt 
the teft hip aiid witteb had Utoty be^ 
come ad ekeraeiaung^that aha wil 


was, to H large extout, denuvled, and covered 
wiUi unheaUhjtpua; the cellulur tisiiiue sur- 
rouiidiug the vein and artery was infiltrated 
ivith purulent matter, aud coucrationa of 
tiarbinoinatous ajfearsuce *, tl*e etfcery wad 
M\j slighiiyditniRishad in ita dlamsle^ Ja 
thddgh frbm compreatioa. •1'bi 
cavity Waa found almnat tsMjf |i^«d 
by dkriai, itd Om if tha Ipbr pro- 
truded ibtd the jjahik. iht eiMuitirm of 
the othbt drgiba ethibitad tiu#tg of in- 

Iiftiriirth iatexid tir t«s liAvitif oa t«a 

utahiti^ ' ■ 

C. % a uiri about n of a«# to 
^ m timfttM vmf tM nt< M 

nr;; Me -4i im: imfi m 
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had never menstruated, ahe ha^beon in the 
continuul enjoyment of good health, until 
her eigljteenth year, when she Began toTeel 
a constant pain iti the left lumBar regiofa, 
which gradually inbreasin^, at last becanie 
so intolerable, us to preclude alkndst any 
ext riion. Two months before her admissidn 
an ahset'ss hud fordred over the left ahierior 
and superior spina ilei, from whicli, when 
opened in the hospital, a lar|e quantity of 
thick, healthy ptis was discharged. This 
was followed by no alleviation ; the pain con* 
tiuuid, profuse suppuration ensued from the 
wound, hectic Fever succeded and the patient 
eventually died, after sufiering a long time. 
(Jn examination one of tho lumbar vertebrw 
w’astfound carious, comfcunicatHig by a fislu* 
lous passage with the abscess; the iliacus 
and psoas inuscles were for the greater part 
destroyed and changed into a reddish pulp, 
the crista ilei was at its anterior part denutl- 
ed and carious ; the upper portion of the 
thighbone, porticularlr at the trochanter 
minor, was surrounded by a large quantity 
of purulent matter ; the Capsule of the joint 
was eroded at ili anterior surface, and the 
luad of the thighbone exhibited traces of 
incipient caries. The uterus was nearly as 
large us in the sixth month of pregnancy ; and 
being opened, a membranaceous sac of con- 
siderable Strength Was found adherent to its 
inner surface, and ^ontaiiiiiig about four 
ounces of yellowish-gtey pUS, 1'he exter- 
nal suri'acy of this sSc* was covered with a 
soini-putrid matter ; its internal lining had 
the a])pearance of a mucous membrane ; aud 
communicated neither with the neck of the 
uterus nor the fallopian tubes ; its posterior 
jiait only exhibited some ulcerations leading 
into the softened substance of the uterus. 
Tire fdllopian lubes were verv small, and no 
fommunication could be ifound betw-ecn 
their cavity and that of the uterus; the 
ovaries preseuted some Corpora lutca and 
evident signs of previous iilflammatiori,— 
/cum. Htbdmtid, 


the a(flrm, on account of jts extreme sensi- 
bility ; llie larynx is raised, and lire epiglottis 
is accurately and spasmodically placed over 
the gloUiS> which eutiiely preteftti the de- 
scent of any extraneous substance on the 
person's respiring ; eonsequeutly the water 
passes over it, and down into the t;toi&aOtt. 
fhe conciusions which may be drawn then, 
are, let, That if water be found in the 
bronchia, the persOn had wpt been uumersfed 
(luring life (provided decompoailiou has wot 
tallen place) if found in the stomach, that 
immersion had taken place during life, pr(>- 
vided, also, decomposition had not occurred. 

March Sfd, 18 * 29 . 


DEATH tnOM nnOWWIKO. 

Ts the Edtter of The Lakcft. 

you think the Mowing wortli|r a 
pltde'^tt your valuable publicstiutt, an in- 
sertiotSJlhsMi^'^- , ■■ ■ 

iU«t, on SjT tli« 

duHog life, theifei^a ddesDOtdieiliodh- 
tequeoee of irmi pasaitig ddwh into the 
luujit, hut that ddsth is prddueed by sullo* 
) far ^heb wattft or any foreign bddy 
apptoiohai tha ii 


EXAMINATIONS AT WHUnAaS UALU 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — A mongst the numerous difficulties 
which present themselves to the medical 
student in the acquirement of his profes- 
sional knowledge, there is onO in particular 
to which 1 wish to direct your attention. 
Every one, 1 think, will allow, tiiat pre- 
viously to attending lectures, the rudi- 
ments, at least, of the different sciences 
should be well Uiiderstorid. la order to ac- 
quire these fundamental piiuciples, medical 
authors must, of course, be consulted. Now, 
as the pens of these geitllemen are for ever 
nt work, and us ihey all discover some grand 
desideratum in ihe works of their predeces- 
sors, it is no easy matter to select from such 
a homt pocus, a clear and concise system, 
rimmsoii’s Conspectus affords, I think, the 
most comprehensive vieW of the Materia 
Medica ; but here, after he has given the 
Linntean name, he W'snders into a labyrinth 
of classes, onlers, and natural orders, which 
1 strongly stispect he himself does not un- 
derstand, inasmuclraa he is nqt unfrequently 
incorrect in his terms. Now, Sir, I shciuld 
esteem it a favour, ifyou or one ofytJur nu- 
merous correspondents Would inform 
through the medium of your Valuable jour* 
nal, whetlidr tbU long rigmarole of Idutitean 
clasSOi, orders, Ac., is actually necessary 
for the satisfactioU Of the did ladies of liltn- 
biirb Ilill, or whether the Lhinman name is 
sufficient without further preamble. 1 shall 
also feel obliged, if you or they would point 
out at the eame time, (as fur as possibly can 
be done,) some undeviuting course for the 
atttmtnent of those other btauches of medi- 
cine and surgery, the knowledge of whicli 
is so easentislly nceesjaty to the welfare of 
the general practitioner, and the s&lety of 
Society at IturgS. By itiserting these few 
roinarks in the heit Number of yoar jour- 
aali you will very much oblige. 

I X, Y, Z.* 



OBITUARY/-TO COBEESPONPENTS. 


OBITITAHY— M*. MABT1K14B* 

To th Editor of The Lancet. 

Sia,— ()» the tst of Januory, ii» this year, 
died, Philip Mesdotvs Mertieeau, Ksq., aged 
76, the ’most idccessfuHitholomist that ever 
lived. As it has not feen recorded in any 
the Medical Journals, and as Mr. Maitineau 
belonged to thatclass of the profession styled 
CSNERAL PFACTITICHEBS, 1 do UOt kuOW 

where his obituary can be so well, inserted 
as in tbe pages of vowt Journal. 

Having been indebted to him at the com- 
menoemeut of luy professional studies, for 
many opportunities (if acquiring surgical 
knowleage, 1 shall feel obliged by your in- 
serting the CLclosed paragraph Irom the 
hi’otfolk Chronicle. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c., j 

W. SiMPSO.V. , 
Hammersmith, March 3d, 1829. 


|— Mr, 1^ P. Moyle— Mr. Liston— Mr. 
iPewtress— .T, B, 

I It is probable, that a hospital capable of 
' coutainiug at least 200 beds, will be erected 
'on part of the foundation of the London 
Liuversity, in the course of the ensuing 
summer. 

We did hot insert, or take any notice, of 
the letters sent to us by Mr. Liston's name- 
sake, because we legardetl them as a weak 
attempt at a hoax. Cp,n the man get twelve 
of his pupils to assert on their honour 
that the lecture, or at least, tliat the sub- 
stance of the lecture on aneurism, was act 
delivered by him 1 

“G.P."'The index to the contents of 
each Number has been omitted on Ihef^rop- 
per, in order to expedite the hour of publi- 
cation ] and it has been omitted in the last 
page, because wo are of opinion, that the 
space can be occupied more beneficially to 
the reader, and because, os there is a very 
copious index to each volume at the end of 


“ We cannot insert in our obituary a re- j^^ery fix months, we consider lhal an index 
cord of the death of Philip Meadows; to each Number is not required, 

Martineau, Ksq., without feeling that a tri- 1 ‘‘iruthand Lquity.' Ihe letter signed 
butary mark ol respect is due to the memory | thus, cannot be inserted unt.l it is auilicn- 
of one, who, by a long scries of unremitting j ticaled. 

professional ettention to tbe surgical depart- Mvdical men, *' when summoned to give 
meniof a noble institution in this city, has! evidence ^^efoie coroners juries caunct 
founded tbe strongest claim upon public i enforce payment for their loss of time, 
gratitude, Mr, MarUneau was one of the ! circumstance, we do not hesitate to 
fust surgeons to the Norfolk and Norwich | wy, is a di^^grace to our law. 

Hospital from its erection in 1772, and that j Mr. \V. H. 'Ihomas is deceived. Iho 
charitr continued to have the henetltof his' pupil whom he suspects has hod bo sUiiro 
.talent and skill until within a few months ofj whatever in the transaction. Ihe Oyster is 
bis decease. Pre-emiuentiy successful as an ; 
operator, and most iutimaiely acquainted; 
with the theory of his (irofession, Mr. Mar | 
tintsu’s name has not been conlined to iht-; 
comparative small sphere of practice in this | 
district, hut is celebrated in every part of 
Eugland and throughout Europe, and maybe 
.said to rank with the highest of the same 
faculty, By the exertion of such men, the 
' character oi' our hospital has been raised to 
that of the first class of surgical practice out 
of the Metro jmlie, panicuhirly in cases of 
lithotomy, a hrscch of study to whidi Mr, 

Martineau had early directed the vigour of' 
iiis mind with such distinguished success. 

To the esteem of the methWis of bis own 

S rofession he united the respect of all classes 
y the general courteousneas ofhis manners, 
nud he may truly be said to die universally 
regretted.” 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 5; 

Comrounications have be^n received frtn^ 
Mr. Mereditli— Mr. WMJhirk— iJr, Eorsterj 
—Dr. Wulker— Mr, ’S. Coojier— Mr. J. S, 
Tboffifti— Mr. WilQiot— Mr. W* 


stale and oifeusive. 

“ E. X.” will find two notices of the dis- 
turbauofs at the Theatre of St. Bar- 
tholomew’s, in the body of the work. It 
does not appear to us that the pupils are so 
much to blame. If the physicians, sur- 
"coiw, and lecturers, were all of them punc- 
tual to their appoiuted hours, we have i.o 
doubt that the pupils would he putictual 
also. 'Uie physicians and surgeons sehlom 
reach Uife hospital at the prcKcrihed time, 
«nd the lecturers often detain the students in 
the theatre, for twenty or thirty minutes 
beyond the hour. A student cannot listen to 
an important lecture with advantage tb Mm- 
self, beyond one hour ; and no lectutisr, as a 
general rulci is juslillud iu exceeding ,^ai 
time, ■ ■ . 

Ea»*T|i% 

In ^ report of flio Xlndmt Modnal So- 
cletyr/foirMtifehftHi, in our 

.^Ifst w occa- 

inserted 

m ^ absence of .oopyt^Rer an acci- 
dent had happened to the type i it should 
not have appeared. And iu the aecond line 
km the bottom, in tbe same 
Illj^UrMmdBreiidoiU, 
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Lectorb XX. 

Of Encyited Aeettmulalm and Dropsy ef the 
Omy* 

As water may accupauJate in the perito- 
neum, so also it eomi^imes collects in Ure 
ovarian vcsicles—those amall yeaicles with 
which the ovary is filled, and wMch consti- 
tute the eggs of the human apeciea. At 
first these vesicles contain but little fluid, 
only a few drops, or drachms, or ounces; 
but the disease proceeding, at length piuts, 
and quarts, and gallons, and larger mea- 
sures, may accumulate, and the ovary may 
become of a size enoimously large, to the 
late Mr. Cox, a zealous and very diligent in- 
quirer, and a great loss to surgery, we sre 
all of us iudebUtd for the obstetric curiosity 
here shown you, consisting of ovary, capa- 
ble of containing several pailfuls, if 1 may 
be allowed to use a homely measure, lu 
several crsla the accumulation may take 
place, and in all tlie cysts pretty equally, as 
In the preparation here eshiwted; or the 
drt^y may be seated in one oyit only, as 
the priumpnl, though it almost always hap- 
pehi ^t other cysts aro more or less filled ; 
it some few ouuoee only, while tlie 
prinetpil Otmljiins many gallons. It 
may be where tliis 

dropsy ooo^ti af in aednihulation of water 
in several oysti; sometimes hai^ns Uiat 
the oysta are in edmmufiicitioti wRh 
other, so that the water flows out of the w« 
into the other. IWIste Mr. Cline used to 
exhibit « pvej^rotioa of tius sort, obietving 
that, if pit tipped one of the cysts in this 
•tsis o{ the parte, you would, of coose* 
qalttot, Iflipty iAithe rest It the isme limi^ 
Nmflfh 


but Hiis is the only case w'bich it hss been 
my lot to witnesS^for in laaoy-eysted ovn- 
rian dropsy, it far more frequently heppese 
—in nine eases out ten at least, and, pro- 
bably, in larger proportion — that the cells 
are not in communication with each other, 
the tapping of one cyst producing a partial 
relief merely. Further, in ovarian dropsy, 
the inner surface is not always eqosble, but 
is, we are told, now and then covered with 
those excrescences which have, by Bums, 
been compared to the cotyledons in the uteri, 
of the ruminating animals ; and I would the 
father notice this in giving you the morbid 
ansiomy of the disease, because we hsve 
been advised to excite the adhesive inflam- 
mation, so as to occasion a cohesion of the 
I sides of the cysts io each other, aud these 
irregularities must throw in our way an im- 
pediment to such a practice. In tlie anatomy 
of ovarian dropsy, it it important, too, to 
I recollect, that the cysts vary consider ably in 
the thickness of their sides ; and sometimes 
: we find them no thicker than i piece of 
brown paper, and sometimes, as when 
scirrbus concurs with dropsy, tbetr thick- 
ness may equal or exceed that of the hand, 
a peculiarity of structure which must mate- 
rially obstruct the operation of tapping. 

When the enlargement of the ovary ia 
cystic, there may be real variety in the 
nature and consistency of its contents, 

I w^U may be fluid, viscid, or firm, like 
water, treacle, or conserve — adiffereoc^ of 
no small importaDoe in relation to the 
operation of tapping. Nor ought you to 
be led 'away with a notion that, in the 
first tappinga, the accumulatiau will be 
watery, becoming more viscid as these tap- 
pings are repeated; for, mvtmrethan cme 
instauee, 1 have myself found visens in ova- 
I lies, which have never been tapped at all ; 

I nor is the occurrence by any means infre- 
ique|t. Add to this, that, in many-cysted 
enlargements, there may be much dul'erence 
m* the consistency of the conteuts of the 
different receptacles in the same ovary', nor, 
'whh the exolttsion of tapping, do I know of 
any diagaostio by which the consistetfcy of the 
aocummation may be determined, excepting 
timt wMCh it Uiken*from fluctuation; for 
ildio^brwheu the fluotuatioii is obscure, 
Ilf 
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'C 

we most not bastily infer that tbe contenti domen, and that it fluctuates more or less 
of the swelling are not aqueous, we may distinctly, and has been somewhat rapid in 
safely conclude that they are of this con- its growth, there can be but little doubt 
sistency, when the undulation is found to be that the affection is a dropsy of the ovary, 
lively and distinct. Where a woman has pure, or cembinid iriflh scmhus. Rapid 
been tapped frequently, Under tliis disease, growth, when, it becursj is an excellent 
I strongly suspect that extensive adhesions diagnostic; for, though slow gtowth is no 
to the parts adjacent will be by no means certain disproof of encysted accumulation, 
infrequent ; but if the disease have been we may be almost certain that the ovary is 
unattended with much inflammation, it does enlarged from dropsy, scirrbo-dropsy, or, 
certainly sometifces happen that the adhe- at all events, an encysted accumulation of 
sions of the enlarged ovary are very slight, one kinfliDr another, if the growth have taken 
so that the whole mass may be taken away, place in the course of a few months. 

The immense ovary here ahown, probably Again. When patients labour under 
the largest preserved in any museum, setting ovarian dropsy of earlier formation, the 
aside its healthy connexion with the side of whole ovary not being bigger than a child's 
the pelvis, was bound to the adjacent parts head, as in the case of scirrhus, the tumour 
by one adhesion only* a part not bigger than may fall down between the vagina and the 
two of my fingers, and which could have rectum. In those cases symptoms similar to 
been easily cut, through the whole of the those before enumerated may be produced ; 
euorraoua ovary, excepting these two parts aT\d, on examining with core, you find a 
being perfectly detached. Now, when any swelling which fills the pelvis, with the 
of you hereafter are dissecting the hydro- vagiua in front, and the rectum behind, and 
pic ovary, 1 would recommend you, in a a certain character of fluctuation obvious 
view to extirpation, to observe how far the enough, if the ovary be thin ; so that there 
adhesions are of Sequent occurrence ; and are three characteristics by which the recto- 
Where they do occur, whether they are cif- vaginaldropsy of tlieovarymaybe known: a 
oumscribei, or of extensive kind, and what tumour within the cavity of the jielvis, with 
are the symptoms which precede or accom- the vagina in front, and the rectum poste- 
pany them, and which indicate their ex- riorly; a fluctuation more or less palpable, 
istence. In dropsy of the ovary, too, let it and an assemblage of symptoms more numc- 
be remembered, that the disease is not al- rous in some cases, of smaller number in 
ways simple ; with ovarian dropsy, scirrhus others, but most of them referrible to irrita- 
may be combined, whether this be seated in tion, obstruction, and compression of the 
the ovary jtself, or in the uterus ; the com- viscera within the pelvis, 
binatiou of scirrhus and dropsy, in the same In ovarian dropsy, of earlier formation, 
ovary, being by no means uncommon ; add however, the enlarged ovary generally lies 
to which, that when the ovary on one side above the brim, and there, in the iliao 
is affected with dropsy, the ovary on the fossa, to the right or left, it may usually 
other side may be affected with dropsy too. be found forming a tumour, not inaptly 
C/wfaefer.*— When a woman labours under compared to the foetal head, of tuberose sur- 
dropsy of the ovary, of longer standing and face, or equable. A dropsy of this kind it 
of greater sixe, she tells you, perhaps, that may not be so easy to distinguish as the pre- 
she has been ill for months or years to- ceding, as the fluctuation may not be de- 
gether ; and you examine the abdomen, and monstrable through the abdominal coverings, 
find that it fluctuates— if the cysts be thick, Nothing, however, is easier, than to ascer- 
obsourely— if thin, as distinctly as in tain that the ovary is enlarged, and if at the 
ascites, or a dropsy of the uterus, or an end of a few months there be a great incre* 
accumulation of water in the bladder, and ment of bulk, we may be pretty certain that 
therefore you should be on your guard, the enlargement is from effusion, whetlrel: 
Further, On making inquiry, you learn watery, viscid, puriform, or of other charts- 
that the tumour is lying more on one aide ter ; for, as before observed, there Is mnch 
of the pelvis than the Ollier (a great charsc- variety here. 

teristic of the disease) ; and unless, indeed, Where there is a dropsy of thO dvary, 
the tumour he large enough to fill the whole the geneikl health is not infiequently 
cavity, you find, moreover, that it oooupies good, especially in the inidiile or earlier 
the inferior and middle, ratlier than the period of the disease ', the Woiliah sometimes 
superior, part of the abdomen; and now beemninf much reduced in the latter pe- 
and then, indeed not uncommonly, the sur- rMi *nd suffering much from Oachexia. In 
face of the cyst is tuberose, as in the prepi- soma cases, the quantity of the Urine se- 
xation here exhibited. Now, on examiha- cTeted may be coftiiderably diminished, 
tion, if you find on abdominal tumour of though a pretty free secretion Is by no means 
tuberose surface, or even of surface round uBCommon. NOr is it to be fergdtteh, that 
and equable, or if you find that tlte ttrmmir in dibpsy of tha ovary, as in scirrhus, 
inelineB to the one or other side of the Sh- may ba an ttdeasahms swtiing of the 1^, 
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or iif one leg mor^ than the oilier ; and care 
must be taken that this do not deceive you 
into a belief that the woman labours under 
masarca of the common kind* Tiie ccdema 
seema to be the result of pressure on tlie 
vessels above^ and thisit, perhups* the rea* 
son why one side swells more than the 
oihar, namely, that side on which the tu- 
mour is principally seated. Women once 
tapped, often fill rapidly afterwards, but 
the first growth of ovarian dropsy occupies 
very different periods, varying firom months 
to years, for 1 have reason to believe, that 
large collections of water may take place in 
the course of a few months only, and, in 
tip latter case, the general health is more 
likely to suffer. 

Treatment . — 'fhe treatment bf this disease 
may be divided, 1 think, into three kinds, 
that which is proper in the way of palliating 
the affection ; that, again, which is proper, 
with a view of radically curing the disease ; 
and that which is required, if, indeed, any 
be required, where tlie cure of the disease 
is taking place spontaneously, for such cures 
do now and then occur. In medicine, I 
believe, you have no effectual means of 
palliating these encysted accumulations, 
and, in general, those may do best, who 
struggle least. Tlie dropsy of the ovary 
cannot be cured, in the general, by diure- 
tics, cathartics, emetics, mercurial action, 
or the like ; and, therefore, you ought to 
be very cautious how you have recourse 
to any of these means, at least with violence, 
lest you should leave the patient in a worse 
condition than you found her. 1 will not 
venture to say you are not justifiable in 
making gentle attempts with these remedies, 
hut experience shows, that from these me- 
dicines so little good is to be obtained, that, 
in attempts like these, the^ constitution 
ought not to be injured. The most effec- 
tual means of palliating the disease is by 
tapping, and, in the ordinary modes of prac- 
tice, even this is to be delayed as long ns 
may be, for if a woman is once tajiped, 
she often fills very rapidly again ; it may be 
ears before she requires the first tapping, 
ut she may require to be tapped the second 
time, in the course of a few days or weeks, 
or, at the most, of a few months, so that if 
we operate injudiciously, we are making 
bad w'bfoe* In performing this operation of 
tapjung, where, it seems, from the large bulk 
of the tiffhotfcr, to be absolutely necessary, 1 
would recommend you in all oases to be 
careful to knew t^ether the woman is preg- 
nant, and whether the tumour arise from 
the retention of uriiie ; for great scandal, if 
I may be allowed ihe expression, has arisen 
to our profession, from neglecting inqui- 
ries of this kind. Distended bladder has 
hefn nuttaken for ovarian dropn ; nay, the 
utfm itself has been tapped, when the rvo- 


man has been pregnant, and, in dropsy of 
the ovum, more especially ; and it does not 
follow, because you have once tapped a wo- 
man for ovarian dropsy, that, therefore, a se- 
cond time the operation is to be performed, 
without previously inquiring whether the 
uterus or the bladder be full ; for when the 
second tapping is proposed, the supposed 
ovarian dropsy may* in reality, be an enlarge- 
ment of the womb or bladder : be on your 
guard, therefore. In all cases where cir- 
cumstances lead you tit suspect that there 
may be an accumulation of water in the 
bladder, a catheter introduced, with cau- 
tions formerly giv^, will give the diagnos- 
tic ; and, in every rostauce, when the uterus 
is suspected, let a careful examination be 
instituted by the vagina. You should re- 
member, also, where you are thinking of 
the operation of tapping the ovary, that the 
water is sometimes collected in several 
cysts, as in the preparations on the table, 
and that those cysts are not always, nor, in- 
deed, genei-ally, in communication with each 
other; these cysts, whether communicating 
or separate, are more especially to be looked 
for, provided the tumour in the abdomen 
have a tuberose surface, as in the prepara- 
tion here exhibited. Hydatids too, may, I 
believe, form in the ovary, but the acci- 
dent is rare; and hence when, from the 
form of the tumour, many cysts are sus- 
pected, it may be proper to mention to the 
friends, though not to the jiatient herself, 
that there is a chance of your not being 
able to empty the ovary com(>letely, so that 
disappointment may be prevented. 

1 have already observed to you, that in 
many cases where the ovary is hydropic, 
the cyst may be very thin, and tapped as 
easily as the common integument ; but, fur- 
ther, when going to perform this operation, 
remember, that sometimes the front of the 
ovaiy is thick, and that if you do not push 
the instrument far enough, on withdrawing 
the trocar, you are surprised to find that not 
a drop of water is coming away, and this 
thong!) you know the case to he dropsical ; 
whereas if the trocar is pushed further, the 
water will fiow, and readily enough ; cases 
of this kind are not, on the whole, very un- 
common, and they not only occasion more 
difficulty in tapping, but there is the more 
risk of a dangerous inflammation, provided 
the instrument is pushed through a good 
deal of diseased substance. All this should 
be well weighed before you operate ; in- 
deed, in these cases of schirru-dropay, it 
may, I suspect, be better not to operate at 
all. When a woman has been tapped often, 
it is said that, after every operation, the fiuid 
which issuesmay become thicker and thicker ; 
thick as soap suds, thick as treacle, or of 
denser ooniisteucy than this; but though 
this aty be true, you are not to suppose 
3D| 
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that it is only after repeated tappings that 
these thickenings occur ; for, as before ob* 
served, tiie contents of the ovary may be 
viscid from the very first, and this becomes 
very probable, provided you find that the 
fiuctuatioD, is very obscure. I remember 
once seeing a woman in the East of die 
town, labouring under a dropsy of this kind, 
for which tapping was recommended. On 
seeing this woman, I told the friends tltat 
the contents of ths ovary were probably 
viscid; for, thongh the growth had been 
rapid, the fluctuation was obscure ; nor did 1 
regret this cautionary opinion, for when 
the ovary was tapped, <?^here came away 
enough to show tliat encysted accumu- 
lation existed ; but still the discharge was 
sparing, viscid, and the tumour remained un- 
reduced. Mr. Abernethy afterwards saw this 
case, when the urgency of the distention 
led the attendant to operate again, with as 
little benefit as before ; cm observing this, 
Mr. Abernethy prudently dissuaded from 
further attempts, observing, as I was in- 
formed, that it would not do to go on boring 
holes iu tlie belly, agnosco hminem, and ulti- 
mately the patient died. When you are 
going to tup, let it be further remembered 
that, after all your best care, inflammation 
of the cyst may occur, slight, or in that de- 
gree which may carry off the patient. 

The late Mr. Chevalier once had oc- 
casion to tap an ovary containing seven- 
teen gallons; iu this case it was thought 
proper ttf proceed with caution, and the 
water was drawn off, not all at once, for 
this sudden collapse would have been 
dangerous, but at three or four different 
times, yet notwithstanding the prudent man- 
ner in which the operator proceeded, exten- 
sive inflammation of the cyst ensued, and the 
woman died liectrc, at the end of a few 
weeks, witii one or two gallons of puriform 
matter in the cyst. It is remarkable that 
no inflammatory tenderness accompanied 
this iittuek. When a woman is tapped, 
she may also sink in a few days from' 
symptoms of exhaiistion,— symptoms very j 
simiiar to those arising from floodings, or j 
cholera morbus. And this, 1 suppose, more 
frequently happens when the ovary fills 
again very rapidly, say in the course of a 
few weeks; instances of which 1 have my- 
self seen. Some women sink in this man- 
ner after the first tapping, or thus many 
sink gradually after they have been tapped 
tome five or six times, which' may, per- 
haps, he an average number; in a few 
rare cases tliey may live to be tapped muck 
oftener, and, indeed, there qre cases which 
you should treat with peculiar attention, in 
which the constitution seems to suffer but' 
very little, and where the woman may be 
tapped a surprising qumber of times, veiy 
grsgt quantities of fluid being token twiiyt i 


and the general health and spirits flagging 
but little in consequence. A lady was tapped 
by Portal, eigbt-iind-twenty limes ; and in a 
case related by Ford, the patient was tapped 
forty-nine times, S649 pints being taken 
I from her ; by the late Mr. Marlineau of 
Norwich, a woman was tapped eighty 
times, and from her thirty hogsheads were 
extra^ed. For a reference to these cases I 
am indebted to an excellent and laborious 
obstetric writer, I mean Bums. Although 
women do live now and then to undergo 
these frequent tappings, end other instances 
have been communicated to me, yet they 
more generally sink ; and hence, in ordi- 
nary practice, the longer the first tapping 
can be delayed the better, for there' is 
notliing more unwise than to ground your 
general practice upon the exception to tlie 
rule, though the error is not infrequently 
committed. Make the best of it, and tap- 
ping, after all, is but an unsatisfactory 
sort of remedy ; dangerous in scirrho- 
dropsy—of partial relief in dropsy with 
many cysts — of no effect when the encysted 
material is viscid— obnoxious to inflamma- 
tions — adhesions— suppurations — exhaus- 
tions — repetitions — and death, even in 
cases the most favourable ; and the more I 
have seen of this operation, the more I have 
felt inclined to whisper to myself, when the 
surgeon has taken up his instrument— “ I 
wish he could do something better.*’ 
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EFFECT OV PRUSSJC ACID ON PLANTS. ' 

Afy M. K.Goeppert. 

The experiments qf M. Macaire-Prierep, 
the results of which we detailed in No. l^BP, 
are, for tlie most part, confirmed by those of 
M. Goeppert, of which the following is a 
short account. 

Plants, with their roots immersed in a 
[solution of prussic acid, (five parts to 400 
of distilled water,) died in a shorter, car 
longer period, the maximum of which was 
five days, (Sentew vulgaris,) and the mini- 
mum SIX hours (Pumnfw In 

all plants the stalk became 

tracted, and, at last, shrunk up ; the effect 
on the leaves was rather ii§pw, and first, 
[manifested itself in the veins/ which he; 
came of a brown colour; graminaceous 
plants seemed to be the least susceptible of 
the poisonous action. In milky plants, as 
tlie euphorbia^ pa^pavenuM,^ $LO,, the jtiioe 
i ceased to flow from the lower parts, 

I were sfibcttfl by tht peiio&i wMle, i& uto 
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upper, it continued to escape as before; 
this difference being evidently not pro- 
duced by tlie chemical aetion of the acid, 
(as was ascertained by mixing spme acid 
with the juice,) the author infers that it 
depended on its destructive influence on 
the contractility of the lactiferous vessels. 
'J'he vapours of prussic acid were found to 
be as deleterious as the solution ; in either 
cMe, the poisonous action was not commu- 
nicated from the leaves to other parts, 
although the poison being applied to the 
roots, the rest of the plant was always 
more or less rapidly affected. The leaves 
of those plants which contain prussic acid, 
aaMaurel, &c., being submitted to the action 
of hydrocyanic vapours, died as quickly as 
those of other plants ; a small quantity itf 
powdered laurel leaves, or bitter almonds, was 
sufficient to kill branches detached from the same 
trees, while no effect was observed to take place, if 
branches, recently separated from these trees, were 
brought into contact etw with the most delicate 
plants. As to the means by whicli such a vola- 
tile substance as prussic acid isretained in the 
living plants, though emitted almost imme- 
diately after their death, we are perfectly 
ignorant of tliem. From some of M. Goep- 
perl’s experiments, it appears that eleva- 
tion of temperature increai^es the action of 
the prussic acid ; in no case was it found 
possible to restore the plants whicli had 
once exhibited signs of being poisoned : 
the carbonate of umraonia was often em- 
ployed as an antidote, bnt without success. 
From chemical analysis of the poisoned 
plants, it appeared that the prussic acid was 
directly absorbed, and all parts of the plants 
seemed to contain nearly the same quantity 
of it ; on carefully dissecting them, it was 
found that the cells were shrunk and con- 
tracted, and their green colour completely 
destroyed, while the spiral vessels had 
undergone no alteration whatever. 'J’his 
explains the circumstance of mionocotyle- 
donous being less affected than dicotyle- 
donous plants, the former containing more 
spiral vessels and cellular tissue tlian the 
\MeT,-^j4nnales des Sdene. Natur, 


INrERMlTTSNT OPHTHALMIA OUllED BY THE 
SplPIlATE OF QUININE, 

Tills case is related by Dr. Heuter, of 
Marburg. Isboprer, about 68 years of 
age, of a robaat and plethoric constitution, 
was, in August last, affected with a slight 
bronchitis, which was followed by corysa 
and violent headach over the right frontal 
sinus ; at first, the pain was but slight ; 
and u it never lasted for more than a few 
lioqrain tba morning, hardly prevented him 
from ooatintdin|: life work ; hot it gradually 
became Mm^ i&t^nsei aud of aii |^|>ireotly 


intermittent character; every morning, at 
eight o’clock, the patient was seized with 
shivering, followed by heat and profuse 
perspiration; at the same time, the head- 
ach became more violent and throbbing, 
and though, at first, confined to the right 
half of tlie forehead, gradually extended 
over the right side of the face, the skin 
of which became swelled, and covered with 
an erysipelatous redness ; the right eye was 
extremely painful, and incapable of bearing 
the light, and the conjunctiva violently in- 
jected. 'J’hese symptoms, which W’ere con- 
fined to the right side, having lasted for 
about three hours' terminated in profuse 
secretion of tears, after which the patient 
was perfectly well for the rest of the day. 
General and local bleeding, as well os dia- 
phoretics, emollient poultices, &c., having, 
for a long time, been employed without any 
effect, and the periodical affection of the 
eye becoming still more intense, the sul- 
phate of quinine was, at last, resorted to, 
during tlie intermission ; after a few doses, 
the attacks became less Irequent and vio- 
lent, and by continuing its use for a few 
weeks, the patient was perfectly cured.— 
Journ. von Graefe, 


VOLUMINOUS VABICOCELEJ 

Successfully treated by Tying the Spermatic 
• Arteries. 

Nicol. Rigneri, a native of Greece, of a 
robust constitution, lind enjoyed good health 
up to his fifteenth year, when he observed a 
^tumour forming on the left side of the scro- 
tum, which gradually increased, and at last 
attained such a size, ns almost entirely to 
prevent him from walking. Several sur- 
geons had been consulted, who recommend- 
ed absolute rest and cold lotions ; but, as 
the tumour continued to enlarge, he applied, 
in October lost, to M. Amusat. Fifteen 
years had then elapsed since the first ap- 
pearance of the tumour, which had now be- 
come of the size of a child’s bead, and, al- 
though free ff’om pain, and unaccompanied 
by any general constitutional disturbance, 
rendered almost every movement so dif- 
ficult, that the patient was anxious to have 
it removed by an operation. The nature 
of the enlargement having been clearly as- 
certained, M. Amusat resolved not to re- 
move the testicle, but to place a ligature 
round the spermatic artery of the affected 
side. The incision through the skin having 
been made, as in the operation for inguinal 
hernia, M. Amusat experienced consider- 
able difftcolty in laying baie the artery, 
which was closely covered, and surrounded 
by the enlarged veins ; but he at last sue- 
needed, and bed all the arteries going to tbo 
testicle ; the woimd was simply ^resied* 
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Shortly ofter the operatioat ioflemiaatoiy 
aysoiptoitts, and« on the foUompg day^ aeon* 
siderable cedematoua swelling of toe scro* 
turn enaued; but, after copious venesec* 
tiou, and un4er the appHcation of hot 
/bmentations, these srinptoms subsided; 
and, on the iiflh diij, the wound presented 
a healtbj suppurating surface. On the 
erening of the ssme dsy» however, an ab* 
ecesa formed on the left side of the scrotum, 
and, when opened, discharged a large quau* 
tity of very fetid, purulent, and gangrenous 
matter ; a great portion of the scrotum be- 
came eventually gangreigtus, but, fortunate- 
ly, the deep-seated parts were not affected, 
and the Urge ulcer, resnUing from the mor* 
tiheatioa of the skin and cellular tissue, was 
at last completely healed. The wound of 
the operation was cicatrised on the eight- 
teenth day after it; the ligatures having 
come away a few days before. At llie time 
of the report, (on the gist of February,) 
the patient was perfectly cured, except that 
the left testicle had become atrophic ; the 
spermatic veins were changed into bard and 
tortuous chords,— ia Clini^e, 


mtnw rivsii at oiiraltar. 

This formidable epideray bas at last ceased 
to rage ; and, and since the 16th of January, 
it has been deemed unnecessary to enforce 
any longer the quarantine, hnd the other sa- 
nitary measures. The number of patients 
who were affected with the yellow fever, 
amounts to 5,!270, to which, it appears, no 
less than 1300 must be added, who were 
net entered in the official accounts ; 1412 
of the above number were soldiers, apd 
amongst them the mortality was 1 to 3.41 ; 
amongst ether patients, it was only 1 to 4.15 ; 
the absolute number of deaths was 1658. 

Chervin, whose reKsrebes on the 
nature of yellow fever have been given in a 
former number of Thb Lancet, was sent 
by the Acad6mie..Royale de M^decine of 
Paris to Gibrtdtsr, in order to observe the 
epidemy* la his last oommimication to the 
Academia, be declares the disease at Gib- 
raltar to Im identical with the yellow fever 
of, the West Indies; and asserts, that the 
mmtt fiompulouB investigations be made, 
during bis stay at Gibnutar, with respect 
to the contagiosity or noU’Oontagosiity of 
the disease, have only contributed to con- 
firm his former opinion on ‘the subject. 
H* Chervin was accompanied by M. Louis, 
who, soon after bis arrival at Gibraltar, bad 
a alight attack of the diaease, from which be 
recovered within a short time. As soon as 
the official report of MM. Chervin and Louis 
has been laid before the Acad4mie l^yids, 
an extract of it shall be given to opr r^- 
eri. f 


ON nix 

FJa?ORTATION OF BEAI) BODIES 

flOM ItXLANO TO UNO t AND AND 
SCOTtAKD. 

To tU Editor Tan Lancet. 

Dear Sia,— Had space permitted mfi I 
intended to have concluded a, late communi- 
cation with a few observations on the ex- 
portation of dead bodies from Ireland to 
Great Britain and Scotland ; a subject, I 
assure you, of equal, if not of greater, im- 
portance to the interests of the medical 
schools of Dublin, than the repeal of rsy 
old, or the enactment of any new, law, for 
the regulating of supplies for anatomical 
pursuits. 'I'his novel branch of Irish com- 
merce, for such it may be designated, with- 
out any intention to exaggerate, has recent- 
ly increased to such an alarming extent, 
that its evils are deeply felt, and its extinc- 
tion anxiously desired by the medical pro- 
fession, and tljc whole jK>pulation of Dublin. 
Notwithstanding the injurious cuitsequences 
already resultiug from tins traffic, for which 
the word nuisance aflbrds but a faint defini- 
tion,! confess I approach its discussion with 
diffidence, and for two obvious reasons. In 
the first place, it is impossible to consider 
this topic fully, without a disclosure of de- 
tails, of which, perhaps, it were better that 
the public, impressed with its present feel* 
ings, should remain ignorant. Dnfortn- 
nateiy, the study of our profession imposes 
on us the necessity of having recourse to 
measures for its attainment, the divulgence 
of which is calculated not only to awaken 
8 still stronger sentimental hostility to our 
pursuits, but also to enable society to 
avenge the violation of its prejudices, by 
defeating those means wliich are essential 
to acquiring a knowlege of an indispensable 
art. In rearming, therefore, the abuse of 
these objectionable measures, it strikes me 
that care, if possible, should be taken to 
avoid this twofold inconvenience ; and tbati 
in roisiog the veil of a system for the repait 
of its machinery, we do not imprudently ex- 
pose those parts of it which might subject 
the whole to popular destruction. Inibe 
second place, I am aware that any ntf^hipt 
on my part to prevent thii praefice, may na- 
turally fubject mb, perbapt, to the odium 
of men in other places, whei in an irritable 
simile, might liken me to one who, having 
an ahundanoe of provision, officiously steps 
forward to deprive a garriion in distress of 
the means of subsistenoe. I admit the force 
of this pathetic argument; and, as an ad- 
mirer, at least, of science, I should regret 
being in any manner instnunental to the 
curtailnto&t of its spreading iDumination. 
No Uw^hownfe?, either huinin or divine, 
with which I happen to be acquainted, or- 
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d&ins that W6 slioald love our tieighljoar 
lietter than ourselves, and when it becomes 
a question of convenience between two par- 
ties, where one of them possesses the power 
of accommodating himself, even at t^ie ex- 
pense of the otlier«the moral duty in such a 
case has been long since dedned by Cicero, in 
his illustration of the two men in danger of 
drowning on one plank, ihe stronger of 
Vliomhe advises to save himself, though 
his companion should sink. 1 would, there- 
fore, justify my interference on the selfish 
grounds of expediency, created by those 
evils that, I shall hereafter show, arise out 
of this custom, so inimical to the welfare of 
the anatomical schools of Dublin, which, to 
me, are nationally of paramount considera- 
tion; for though “ X respect Cffisar, Hove 
Home still more.*' 

Such are the reasons which would have 
induced me to decline the discussion of tliid 
theme, if they had not been opposed by 
others more cogent and convincing. To the 
abolition of tlie usage on its own merits, an 
objection has been started which deserves 
some attention, and it is this That the 
ex])ortation of dead bodies is precisely as 
’ustiiiable as the exportation of dead or live 
ullocks ; or, in short, of any other commo- 
dity which Ireland imports into England or 
Scotland. To adding this novel item of dead 
bodies to the “ day notes” of our c stora 
houses, if honestly obtained in the way of 
business, there appears, at first sight, in- 
deed, no valid objection as an abstract pro- 
position. A very convenient precedent, 
too, for this argument, is found in the con- 
duct of the proprietors of tlie schools, who 
are well known to purchase dead bodies, 
and to retail them to their pupils at a con- 
siderable profit. The great advantage, also, 
accruing to science, from an export trade of 
this description, has been adduced as an ad- 
ditional ground for its toleratioU. 1 am 
willing to allow the weight of these and all 
Other reasons which have been advanced 
in favour of the commercial disposal of the 
^ad ; but the decision of the question in 
tjiia manner, appears to me to be one of those 
pnfditunate examples of false reasoning, in 
Vrhioh the utility of a measure is judged of 
by its partiai« instead of its general, conse- 
quences. Eiporting dead bodies would, no 
doubt, be an eioellent emngement, if its 
good effecti, atone, could be secumd with- 
out its evils. It should, however, be recol- 
lected, that the exhumation of b<miaf, and 
the sale of them by the proprietors of 
schools, which are assumed as a sufficient 
sanction for the export traffic, are by all, 
even on this small sdale, considered great 
evils ; a Gireumstance which 1 deem it unne- 
oeasary to prove, as 1 have never met with 
one see{>tioal enough not to believe it Admit 
A fri>e ejtp#tattott of this kindi ai^ wdmt 


will be the general resnlt 1 Simply a multi- 
plication of these evils to an indefinite ex- 
tent. For the supply of the Dublin johoola 
at present, a few abandoned characters are 
competent. Allow the exporting project 
free scope, and you increase, to an unlimited 
amount, the number of those dissolute men, 
to the manifest danger of lociety, by fami- 
liarizing their minds with scenes and actions 
which exercise the worst moral influence on 
the human heart. The local evils of tbiS; 
moral deterioration of cdiaracter are now, in 
a great measure, kept within safe hounds; 
the resurrectionists are checked hy the vigi- 
lance of a responBble order of men, to 
whom, as servants, they are amenable for 
their conduct ; but in the export trade, no 
such salutary control could be exercised 
over them, the parties conceraed residing at 
a distance of several hundred miles. A new 
race of resurrection men would undoubtedly 
be created by such an arrangement, without 
any respectable body to watch their conduct. 
I'he home and foreign branches of this sj)e- 
cies of commerce differ in this important re- 
spect, that the former is conducted under 
the inspection of moral and educated men ; 
the latter would fall into the hands of a 
baud of ruffian speculators, who might in- 
dulge tlieir dangerous propensities without 
fear of punishment or detection. Were the 
trade, indeed, conducted by philost) pliers, 
as one might suppose that the advocates of 
it intended or thought it would be, from their 
unsuspicious opinions, there would be very 
little ground for such apprehensions ; hot, 
carried on by its present agentn, or bv per- 
sons of their description, (and by fiueb men 
certainly would it be transacted, for, as so- 
ciety is at present constituted, no reputafade 
character would embark in it,) the worst 
consequences, I fear, might be justly anti- 
cipated. Not the least injurious of those 
consequences would' be the lowering of 
the medical profession in the eyes of tlie 
public, who would inevitably confound tlie 
cultivator of science with the spoliator of 
the grave, the ** receiver being, prover- 
bially, ** as bad as the thief.” If circum- 
stances, therefore, render the exhumation 
and the sale of bodies necessairy in a given 
place, 1 think the exigencies of that parti- 
cular place should be the meature of the 
evils of the system ; and that it ie too mnch 
to expect that any people would permit the 
extension of these evils for the accommoda- 
tion of tho inhabitants of another country, 
who would thus have all the advantages, 
without any of the inconveniences, of such a 
system. It is, conaequently, unfair to view 
tills question as a mere mercantile transac- 
tion, from which it differs in all essential 
features but the one coftimon to botii, viz., 
value given and money received. 

Haviog, thtti disposed of|the objectUsiB 
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whiehi^iigbt’U iiTged tgi^Bt t^^^ vescel, and of ita accdnunodating com- 
sioo oftfcis Question, and of tbe arguments mander, 1 forbear at present to state •» as 
BdvMced in fatOur of the system, 1 shall (despicable as this other mercenary Scotch- 
proeeted to describe the nature of this traf- man is,) I should not wish to betheir- 
fic as cMidttcted in Diddin ; ita pernicious slrument of making himself and bis crew the 
effects, and the means which should be ticUms of popular indignation. From the 
adopted for its total extinction. reckless manuer in whicli the miscreant 

Anterior to the introduction of steam na* Use conducts this bumness, boUi in ^ur- 
rigation into tlie Iririi Channel, I am not ing and disposing of his plunder, the indig- 
avare that ibis traffic was practised to any nation against anatomical pursuits has ex- 
considerahle extent. The facility of con* tended through all ranks of society in Dab* 
Teyance by steam vessels—tbe vast increase lin. So perfectly indifferent is he to every 
of medical pupils in these countries of late — other consideration, except the gain of liis 
the expense and scarcity of subjects in Eng* iniamous avocation, that he and his men 
laud and Scotland— atft the abundance and l^ave the graves which they have robbed, 
chespnMs of them in Dublin ; all these con- open ; and liave the audacity to send moir 
curring circumstances pointed out the ex- plunder down to the vessels ot noonday. A 
portation of bodies from this city as a lucra- scarcity of subjects, at an advanced price, a 
tivc speculation. But whatever may have general alarm in tlio public mind, and n 
been its origin, it is now reduced into a re- guard to protect deceased friends, by aU who 
gular system; indif we may judge of the can afford it, are tlie consequences of this 
qiiontity of bodies which reach their desti« indiscriminate invasion, and injudicious dis- 
nation, by the number of those which are posal, of the dead. Before the existence of 
intercepted on their passage, the amount this execrable trade in Dublin, exhumation 
exported must be beyond credulity, for was attended by few or none of these dis* 
there scarcely passed a week during the agreable circumstances. Every attention 
present medical session, in which the quays j was paid to conducting it with decency and 
of Dublin did not witness some disgust- i secrecy ; public prejudice was rarely ot- 
ing disclosures of this description. The j fended by exposure of the dead; subjects 
principal character concerned in thebusi-jin abundance were to be obtained, according 
ness, and, who enjoys the. well-earned in-’jto size, at from ten sliillingato a pound; 
famy of its invention, is a Mr. Wilson Rue, j but since the wholesale vampire, Hae, em- 
a Scotchman, I believe, by birlli, and, as it | harked in the trade, all these facta have 
would appear from bis worse than Simoniacal been reversed. 

pursuirs, one also by disposition, a member From this short account of the practice, 
ofthe London College,* one of his Majesty’s any unprejudiced person will see, I con- 
half-pay surgeons, and a resident of Irish- ceive, sufficient reasons for its abolition. It 
tovan, a small marine village, about three raises the price of subjects on the native 
quarters of a mile from Dublin, and most student, who is certainly entitled to the ac* 
happily situated for smuggling and body- cidental advantages conferred by his local- 
snatching. By the aid of bribery, this car- ity. It oftentimes already inconveniences 
cais-hfercbant baa seduced out of the em* him, by rendering scarce those materials of 
pldyment of some of the proprietors of our his study, which would be otherwise abun- 
gnatomicsl schools, a band of resurrection dant. ft is highly ii^jurious to the interests 
men, whom he personally accompanies in of the anatomical schools of Dublin, by ah- 
their incursions on every church-yard in the stracting from tltem the support of their re- 
vicibityof the city; and makes up for any putation, if not their very existence. It 
accidental deficiency of plunder, by purchos* excites so strong a prejudice against dis- 
iag bodies from the servants of the, private section, by the frequent disclosures to 
teachers, which, by engagement, should be which it is accessory, that 1 have no doubt 
delivered into their respective establish- but the public will take such precautions 
ments, in which some of these men are paid as, in time, may render this mode of dbtain- 
' weekly throughout the whole year. For the ing subjects abortive. It will create a new 
reception of this partly-pilfered and paid-for clase of desperadoes, whose uncontrolled 
prey, he has bad a succession of depdts, pursuits o&r at once an inducement and 
until a cargo is completed, or a convenient an indemnity for the perpetration of tlie 
mode of conveyance has ofifefed, which be has worst of crimes. It is, in itself, a detestable 
> generally found in one of the steam-boats traffic, and cannot be continued without 
- on tlie Glasgow station, the captain of which affixing a dangerous and oifenBi ve stigma on 
is well known to share , in the disgraceful the character of the professmo in Dublin, 
profits of this traffic. The name of ibis Such are a fe w of the positive evils of this 

— — ^ practice. 1 dpuht.much ifthey are counter- 

* We hope oui friend is in error here, as balanced by tlm fpecnlative good of the sys- 
wedonotfind the|name of IFifwtt Rae mtbs; teiq, aa assamed by Its advooatet imd pro- 
last list of m^mbexs of the CQilege.«»£p*L. motexi io England ana Scotlioid; It ap- 
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pears, indeed, but ’poorly caftulated to di- 
miuieh the inconveniences in wbicii it ori- 
ginated, and for which it is proposed as a 
remedy. No bodies, for instance, exported 
from DubUn,. allowing for the unavoidable 
delays of conveyance and procuring them, 
can possibly reach Edinburgh or Eondon 
earlier than a fortnight or three weeks after 
death, unless, indeed, they are murdered 
here jaer ctmtract, and served up ** hot and 
hot ” to the teachers of those two cities, as 
they were to that erninent anatomist, phy- 
siologist, and pathologist, Or. Knox ! Bodies 
kept for such a length of time, and sub- 
mitted to the influence of high temperature 
lb tlie hold of a steam-vessel, must surely 
he fitter for interment on their avrival in 
these placeSi than for the purposes of anatomy . 
But in whatever state they reach these 
cities, the recent disclosures at Edinburgh 
prove, that exportation is no remedy for 
the deficiency of subjects in that city. 1 he 
existence, therefore, of this traffic is not 
justified even by the accomplishment of its 
own objects. The scheme, in fact, is an 
inversion of the rule which should be ob- 
served in the case } for, to all unsophisticated 
mortals, it would seem a more rational pro- 
ceeding for the living to go to the dead, 
than for the dead ta march for the conve- 
nience of the living. It would surely be 
better in this case for *' Mahomet to go to 
tlie mountain, than the mountait' to move 
to Mahomet.” By such a common-sense 
view of the matter, Scotch or English slu- 
dents might dissect in Dublin at one-tenth 
of the expense which they have to pay for 
putrid carcasses at home. 

It only remains to add a few words on the 
meana of preventing this traffic, which has 
hitherto baffled the exertions of the pro- 
fession in Dublin. The prevention of the 
practice is certainly a matter of some diffi- 
culty j for, as the law now stands, the pro- 
ptietors of the schools would, undoubtedly, 
become the victims of their own prosecu- 
tions, should they undertake to punish the 
individuals engaged in this disgusting 
■ traffic. A consciousness of these conse- 
quences has deterred the teachers of Dublin 
.from actively opposing the system, but 
they ^puld no longer be intimidated by 
such apprehensions. Even the impartiaUiy 
of justice will make some distinction be - 
tween the cases of the mercenary robber of 
tie grave, and' the cultivator of science. 
Meetings of the lecturers of the public and 
private fchodls of the city should, therefore, 
be biEtld ; and resolutions, expressive of 
their horror, aud nature 

of tltese prooeOdings, be adopted. These 
. reiolntions:;ahdhld be puhlUhed in every 
newspaper in Dublin, and seconded by 
{dsesrds in all parts of tlm town, stating the 
aam^ihau&tSi residence, and psisonal ap* 
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pi^arance of the ruffian at the head of tide 
huainess, until the miscreant saw in eye^y 
&ce an enemr, and, aM’tery > 

flection of his loathsome identity. . Every 
meaM of ibis kind should be takgin} ^IstimU" 
late society to disgorge itself of this foul 
moostor ; the apprehended injury of expo- 
sure would soon die away yvilh tlie removal 
of this walking nuisance, upon whom the 
punishment imposed by Mezentius on the 
soldiers of JEneas should be inflicted, by 
coupling him to one of bis own corses, and 
parading him through the streets, until his 
carcass and its companion were amalga- 
mated by putrefaction. It is idle to talk of 
moderation withlsuch a fellow : he who 
violatea the best feelings of society, and 
preys on the remains of all that is deg,restto 
it, should experience no mercy at its bauds. 
This gentleman, half-pay resurrectionist has 
not the plea of poverty or of ignorance to 
excuse his damning pursuits *, he has volun- 
tarily descended from a respectable pro- 
fession, to unite himself with Uie. very 
dregs of vice ; converted the sources of 
competency into the means of indulging in 
the excesses of dissipation, or of gratifying 
the still more disgraceful love of lucre, by 
speculating in a detestable traffic; thus 
bringing to the aid of the reckless, impulses 
of crime, ignorance, aud penury, the often- 
times injurious assistance of wealth, educa- 
tion, ano an enlightened intellect. No mea- 
sures ought to be kept with such a com- 
pound of dangerous qualities, who counts 
his profits by the echoes of the tomb ; con- 
verts the lamp of science into a dark lan- 
tern, for the more eft'ectual direction of his 
guilty pursuits among the dead; and dis- 
graces its temple by the inventipn of anew 
and detestable species of servitude. Should 
such a character be tolerated w the menial, 
sutler, or purveyor, even of the loathsome 
materials out of which the splendid struc- 
ture of our science, ascends'! Oqght not a 
portion of the glorious and beneficent light 
of that science to be reflected back on its 
sources, if not to ennoble tbe humility of its 
origin, at least to save its meanness from the 
contamination of crime I ^ 

. . Sincerely yours, 

ERIKBNSISt 

P,S.— Since the preceding observations 
were written, which you may perhajis publish, 
though unfit to meet the pubTic eye, being 
thrown. together in a hurry, I have learned 
that this Mr. Hae has been committed to 
Newgate, for want of hail, by one of the 
police magistrates, on a charge of having dis- 
interred, and in his possession, dead bodies for 
exportation. The intended cair|;o, tor whinh 
he has been just coramitled, was packed in 
a pianoforte case, •and brouglit, iii the noqp* 
dsy^ d^wn to a steam-boat, in care, too, of t 
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teipeetiMy'dreiwd fmale, who. it it 
•umed. was no other than the wife of thU 
soonndrel. whom he employa in these odIoOs 
ftTOcatiims. The two facts of his being ua. 
able to procure bail, even to a trifling 
auouiit. and the en^loyment of his wife in 
this disgusting trafne, are more than suffi* 
cient to justify any severity I have used to- 
wards the ruffian, and the case which 1 have 
made out for the ejectioa of thii, and every 
auch succeeding, wretch who may embark in 
this trade, out of this city. 

Dublia, March 14, 18fl9. 


CA5I6 or INTF.KMITTENT FEVER, IN WHICH 
BLEEDINO WAS EMPLOYED IN THE COLD 
STAGE. 

Byi John Mackintosh, M.D., Leeturer on 
the Practice ^‘Pht/eic, dj‘c., iw Edinburgh, 

(Continued from page 493.) 

Case 13.--Stay in the hospital from the 
2d July to the 4tn in the evening. 

Francois Pompei, act. 19, was seized, on 
the Ist July, 1822, with an accession of 
fever, in consequence of a sudden chill which 
he experienced on entering a cool grotto 
when his body was covered with sweat. He 
was brought to the hospital on the 2d July, 
at six o’clock in the evening. Hefore he 
arrived he hud a considerable epistaxis. He 
was in iho following state :~Profound coma, 
eyes widely opened, directed to the right, 
fixed ; expression besotted ; general immo- 
bility ; decubitus on the back ; insensibi- 
lity of the extremities ; when pinched they 
were quite flexible. He did not answer the 
questions wHich were put to him ; tiie di- 
rection of the eyes did not change, even 
when one approoclied him ; he manifested 
pain when nis stomach was compressed; 
skin burning hot ; a white mdematons swell- 
ing of the face. His parents said that this 
tumefaction hud come on since the disease, 
for previously he had rather a thin face. 
This access continued until Wednesday 
morning, the third July ; he then took an 
ounce and Q hal^of bark. 

4th July, Thursday morning. Tlie pa- 
roxylwi returned, at the commencement of 
.which be could still give answers to the 
questions put to him, but the coma went 
on increasing, and with it all the symptoms 
tbove described. The pulse was strong, 
vibrating, full, beating 84 ; the same direc- 
tion of the eyes to the righL the same im- 
mobility of fhese organs, and of the extre- 
mities; respiration short ; eight leeches to 
the ears. Died at ten o’clock in the even- 
ing. 

mmtm,'-Seven] ounces of blood flowed 
from the nose in the dead-room ; in cuUing 
the scalp, more blood escaped ; the whole 


night hive Weighed a pound. General eit< 
goTgement of sll the vessels which ramify 
uBon the oonvolutiona ; the briini still cover- 
ed by the dura mater, gave a feeling which 
made as believe that there was a fluid in 
the interior, nevcrtheleia there was only a 
little aeroaity in the ventricles ; the sub- 
stance of the brain was of the nstaral colour. 
All the intestinal tube, witbotit any excep- 
tion, presented, on opening the belly, a red 
appearance, which was owing to a general 
injection of all the vessels, even in their 
smallest ramifications. It would be difficult 
to inject BO perfectly the vessels either of 
the intestines or of the mesentery, as they 
were in this body. The intestinal tube, 
although a little transporent, was penetrated 
with this congestion throughout its whole 
thickness; every thing indicated the first 
stage of a violent inflammation, that is to 
say, of a sanguineous congestion. 

i 

i Case 15. — Stay in the hospital from the 
?3d August to the 24th in the morning. 

Thomas Adami, mt. 20, was brought to 
the hospital on the 2.3d August, 1822. lie 
was delirious ; they were obliged to secure 
him. After mid-day the delirium subsided. 
A profound and intense coma succeeded ; 
the pulse strong, hard, 85 ; the extremities 
were flexible, but motionless; decubitus 
upon the hack ; pupils immoveable ; fea- 
tures swollen, and intensely hot ; general 
insensibility. Body covered with a clammy 
sweat. In the evening the respiration was 
more hurried, and very much embarrassed ; 
pulse not to be felt ; froth was discharged 
from the mouth ; he was insensible even 
when his skin was pinched. Died at one 
o’clock in the morning. 

Dissection, eleven hours after death.— Gom* 
ral infiatnmntion of the arachnoid, of which 
the very smallest vessels were injected ; no 
serosity; the cortical siibstanoe w'ss of a 
deep red, compared with that of a subject 
dead from a shivering fever, Clajievrea/gide,) 
which we shall notice by-and-by, &c. &c. 

Case 16.— Stay in the hospital from 2Sd 
July to 25th. 

Antoine 'rurianne, set. 12, of a good con- 
stitution, was brought to the hospitid on 
the 23d July, 1822, at four o’clock ifi lhe 
afternoon . He was in ^he fbllovving state 
Commencement, of stupor, his inswers are 
slow, and not quite correct; the queBtions 
put to him made him discontented and un- 
happy ; agitation ; he turns himself on all 
sides in his bed; eyes open and stupid; 
skin hot and dry. (Bled to eight ounces ; 
lavement; tisane.) In the evening increase 
of stupor, in consequence of the accession 
of another paroxysm ; coma profinund, eyes 
open, pupils contracted and immoveable; 
the fore-arms bent upon the nrms ; no pain 
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pveftsiiig the belly, Slnepisme to the 
feet. 

24th J uly, in the morning. Continuatioii 
of coma; pulse 124; head intensely hot; 
flexion of the fore arms ; it is impossible to 
depress the inferior jaw ; bled at the feet 
to eight ounces. In the evening, remission 
of the fever and of the confuisive symp- 
toms ; skin slightly moist. It was neces- 
sary to pinch his nose to make him swallow 
5ij of bark. 

2htli, in the morning. Return of the fe- 
ver, and the flexion of the forearms ; con- 
tinuation of the stupor ; does not reply to 
questions ; insensibility of the skin of the 
legs, that of the arms sensible ; head in- 
tensely hot; decubitus on the back; eyes 
open, Jioiling water applied twice to the 
feet ; the patient did not feel it very acutely, 
Pediluvium. during six minutes ; snow ap- 
plied to the head ; the pulse fell to 82. Re- 
turn of intelligence ; he swallowed volun- 
tarily the bark ; but a little afterwards, vio- 
lent agitation of all tl»e body came on : the 
inferior extremities, which from the com- 
mencement weie cold, were neither heated 
by the hath, nor inflamed by the ai»plication 
of boiling water and siuapisius. Of the 
four ounces of bark, which they made him 
take, he vomited more than two ; neither 
could he retain the bark injections which 
were exhibited. He remained in this state 
till six o'clock in the evening ; the coma re- 
turned, and he died at seven o’clock. 

Dissection, — A very vivid injection of all 
the araebnoid ; between its folds there was 
a membrane produced by the coagulation of 
eifused blood ; much aerum between the 
convolutions, and at the base of the cra- 
nium ; the cortical substance very red ; the 
stomach natural ; the small intestines con- 
tained a prodigious collection of worms ; the 
inflammation was sufficiently intense in this 
part; the colon was contracted, its w’alls 
very thick, and the internal raembraue much 
inflamed, of a dark-red colour. 

Case 30. — Stay in the hospital from the 
21st till the evening of 22d of September, 

Joseph Maoloney, set. about 60, came to 
^e hospital on tlie 2lBt Sept. 1822 ; he had 
been sick for five days. His answers were 
so oonluimd tbatit wee impossible to find out 
what had been his pevious state, farther 
than that lie said »« had vomited some 
bitter stuff ; that he was tormented by thirst ; 
that he suffered great distress, und had 
pains in the epigastrium. In the evening, 
tongue dry, vividly red round the edges ; 
oonstipatiou, nausea without vomiting, heat 
natural over the extremities and the thorax ; 
n bnrntng hast in the epigastrium ; anguish ; 
severe pain in the stomach under pressure ; 
pulse smalli fi«quent ; lavement of barley 
water, gum water, fomentations to the belly ; 


during the night, vomiting, and bad a 
stool. 

22d, in the morning. Pulse more ^ex* 
panded ; the ideas still confused ; diinma<i 
tima of agitation ; heat natural every where ; 
tongue dry, thirst. Same treatment. About 
half-past nine o'olook, he bad vomited the 
tisane, with muons, bile, and several lum<r 
briei. About half-paat eleven o'clock, atu« 
pidity, pains in tlie epigastrium increased^ 
At three o’clock p.m*, lancinating pain of 
belly; pulse small, frequent; extremities 
cold, and bathed in cold, clammy perspira- 
tion; inferior extremities bent up to the 
belly. Bled from the arm ; died in half an 
hour afterwards. ^ 

Disuction. — Injection of the vessels which 
ramify upon the convolntiona of the brain ; 
substance of the brain presented an infinite 
number of small drops of blood; three or 
fonr ctinces of water at the base of the cra- 
nium; lungs natural; crepitating. In the 
belly there were fifteen or sixteen ounces 
of daik blood, running like oil ; spleen rup* 
tured at its inferior part, not by a fissure, as 
in the other cases, but presenting an open- 
ing the sixe of a dollar, out of which came 
a dark and putrilaginous substance ; it was 
irapoasible to raise the spleen without break- 
ing it, it was so diffiuent ; it separated in 
the hand into two portions, of which one, 
when placed on tiie table, became flattened 
like jelly, and the other portion remained 
attached to the diaphragm, which they were 
obliged to cut out to expose the spleeu 
completely ; it was not much iflereased m 
volume. The stomach w’aa of a reddiah 
brown, in the greatest part of its extent ; 
inflammation of all tlie rest of the intestinal 
tube; rose-coloured within ; bladder natu* 
ral ; liver gorged with blood. 

Case 38.— Malignant, shivering, inter- 
mittent fever. Stay in the hospital from 
the evening of the 29th to the evening of 
the SOtii July. Autopsy ; arachnitis ; en^ 
teritia; splenitis; gastritis; pericarditis. 

Angelo Galetti, set. J8, of a good constU 
tution, was brought to the hospital on the 
evening of the 29lh July. The patients who 
were near him said, that during the night 
he comphuued continually of sharp pains iu 
Uie belly. Took an ounce of bark; th# 
whole of tlie body was as cold as ice* 

SO. Eight A.M. Legs, thighs, forearms, 
arms, cheeks of an icy coldness ; the belly, 
chest, and forehead were of rather a lower 
temperature than other parts of the body ; 
l)ulse insensible at the wrists ; 1 could feel 
it but very feebly in the crural arteries, it 
beat 100 ; the patient trembled and com- 
plained continually ; his most common posi- 
tion was on the left side, with the thighs 
bent on the belly/ He understood what 
questions were putj to him, but not suffi- 

1 t 
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ciently well to |^i\re proper answers; he the fnce was natural, the expression dull.— 
nerer entered into any detail, and died at Half an ounce of bark on the decline of the 
half past nine. paroxysm. 

Eramimim thru Aoitri after death.^Tiie Evening. Decline of tlte symptoms ; 
small intestines, slightly distended with gos, skin wet, with a cold clammy sweat ; pulse 
were externally of a purplish red. The in- small, frequent ; general shivering ; pain at 
ternal membrane was of the same colour, to the epigastrium; tongue red, but moist; no 
that the violent injection of which they were thirst. Half sn ounce of bark, 
the seat, had existed throughout tlie whole Night, llie skin remains mdist and cool, 
thickness of the substance of the intestine. The patient has vomited the bark. 

This injection was recent. Indammation of l^Oth August, morning. No fever ;di8« 
the' upper half of the clecom. 'I'he whole appearance of the pain in the belly ; quiet, 
of the great intestine was white externally ; aspect tranquil. Towards mid<day, return 
on being opened, it presented an iiiflamma* of the fever, preceded by rigours, and ac- 
tion, the violence of which was greater to- companied by heat greater than on the pre- 
wards the rectum, where the mucous mem* vious evening ; the extremities remain coW ; 
hrane was so intensely indamed, that some the skin was covered with livid spots, 
blood had been effused, which, mixing with Saline draught, barley water, 
the mucus, formed a thick coating, which Evening. Hands and legs wet, with a 
adhered to the whole of its surface. The cold clammy sweat ; the fit began to de- 
colour of all the interior of the colon, and cline. One ounce of bark, which he 
especially of the rectum, was of a lively, vomited. 

intense red; in a word, the most violent morning. Generally calm, no fever, 
degree of inflammation that can exist with* but the exiietnities continue cold. Epi- 
out disorganisation. The. stomach was pale ; gastric symptoms a little marked; pulse 
after being washed, it presented, near the still small and frequent; towards mid -day 
pyloric extremity, an intinity of little de- return of the fever, always preceded by 
pressions, from half a line to a line in dia- rigours ; exacerbation of the preceding 
meter, and some of which contained, in symptoms. The cold continues in the ex* 
their bottom, a small spot of blood, wliich tremities, the patient is not sensible of it ; 
was easily removed. The folds of the he is as if benumbed, and in a torpid state, 
mucous membrane were, besides, nearer One ounce of bark to take at night, 
each other, and more numerous thauordi- 22d morning. Skin less cold, but not yet 
nary. The mucous coat itself was thick- at its natural w'armth ; pulse small and /re- 
ened; the liver was healthy; the spleen quent ; clammy sweat on the whole surface 
large, and^ pretty hard, but of a redness of of the body; expression dull. Two ounces 
the lees of wine, bliglit adhesions of the of bark, 

right lung ; the same between tlie whole Towards ten o’clock. Return of another 
surhice of the heart and pericardium ; they paroxysm ; pulse insensible at the wrist, 
were easily destroyed. Injection of the 140 at the crural artery. Icy coldness of 
arachnoid, engorgement of the vessels which the extremities ; the abdomen is flat, empty, 
ramify on the eonvolutioos, and of those and resting on the vertebral column ; pain 
which compose the choroid plexus. in the stomach, excessive sufferings ; agita- 

tion ; the }>atient, w'ho has never lost his 
Cask 39.— Malignant, shivering, inter* senses, is in a state of torpor, so that he 
mittent fever. Stay in the hospital from can scarcely answer questions ; colour of 
the l9lh to the morning of the 24ih August, face natural, Twelve leeches to the epi* 
Autopsy ; arachnitis, gaslro-enteritis, spie- gastrium, blister to the arms ; eight ounces 
nitis. ^ which he 

Vincent Crescenzi, set. 60, of a tlun but vomited, 
liealihy habit of body, fell sick on the 19th 23. Remission well marked. Towards 
August, 1822. He was attacked with fever, nine o'clock, return of coldness, like ^at of 
which set in with shiverings, follow'ed by marble; pulse almost impeTceptible, 146. 
extreme heat, pain in the lieed and belly, Pain of stomach nmre urgent ; jpeat mtffbr* 
vomiting of bilious matter. During the night, ing ; anxiety ; eyes hollow. The cold 
the paroxysm terminated in sweating, lie was which had at first only attacked the extre* 
brought to the hosjdtal of tit. Esprit on the mities, had now reached the shoulders, and 
]9tli'August, 1822. The fever returned in the was extending towards the haie of the 
momrng, preceded likewise by shiverings, skull. The head cool; the thorax and ab- 
and accompanied by the same symptoms us domen were below natural temperature, 
in the evening; the stomacli was painful on although not so cold as the limbs, 
pressure; the patient experiebced a great * Evening. Same state; he was not sens!* 
heat in the inside.; anxiety; depressed ble of the coldness of his legs, but coulil 
countenance, the features were as if flatten- distinguish, when touched, that the person 
ed to the bones of the face; the colour of was warmer than himself; more violent 
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pain in the stomach ; he lies supine. Cup- 
ping glasses applied to the epigastrium, 
sinapisms to the feet, blister to the thighs, 
nine grains of the sulphate of quinine, which 
he has not vomited. During the night, in- 
crease of all the symptoms. Dead. He 
was sensible to the last moment, which was 
about three in the morning. Eight hours 
after death the body was stiff, |the limbs 
hard, as if they had been frozen, the belly 
hollow. The temperature of the air was 
above 20® lleaumur. 

Dissection, — Slight injection of the arr.ch ■ 
noidj engorgement of the vessels which 
ramify upon the convolutions; an effusion 
of yellowish serum between the foldings of 
the arachnoid ; cerebrum and cerebellum, 
natural ; heart and lungs healthy. Stomach 
grey externally, and contracted. Inner sur- 
face of a bright red, deeper still towards the 
pylorus. Foldings of the mucous mem- 
brane better marked than usual. Small in- 
testines grey externally, and contracted. In- 
ternally their redness was brighter than that 
of the abdominal muscles, which afforded us 
n point of comparison. To give an idea of 
this inflammation, the colour of the large 
intestiues could be compared to that which 
they would receive, were they soaked in 
black blood. ' This inflammation increased 
as it approached the S., and the rectum ; 
liver healtliy ; spleen of a middling con- 
sistence, between the state of degenera- 
tion and healtli. This inflammatiou could 
be compared only to that of the 30th case. 


ON THE USK OF SF-CALE COUNUTUM, IN DIF- 
FICULT LABOURS AND UTKUINE IlytMOU- 
ItUAOE. 

By John Kimdell, Esq., Surgeon. 

No medicine has yet been discovered that 
will, in iny opinion, bo found more certain 
in its action, or more benelicial to the com- 
munity, than the “ secale cornutum,” if 
administered in proper cases, and at proper 
times. My experience of its beneficial 
effects has thoroughly convinced me of its 
great utility in the most important and dis- 
agreeable tfasip of midwifery, and 1 am in- 
duced to pubUsh the tesalts of my observa- 
tion and experience in thifc widely circulat- 
ed Journah through the medium of whiclj 
I first becammi acquainted with the proper- 
ties of this invaluable medicine. The cases 
1 have to adduce will, 1 think, fully prove 
the truth of the following propositions : — 
1st. That it will generally supersede the 
aecetsity of using the vcctis, or forceps. 

; 2d. That wiien the placenta is not at- 
taohed over 4m os uteri, and there is apre- 
diapoiitioaia tha aterui toict,rupturiiigt he 


membranes, and administering the secale 
comutum will, in almost every case, sub* 
due limmorrhage before labour. 

3dly. I’liat though many women, in spite 
of the caution and efforts of the accoucheur, 
will always have haemorrhage after labour, 
the administration of this medicine before 
labour will generally prevent it. 

Case 1. — Mrs. N., a stout, healthy woman, 
requested my atte^jdance. This was the 
sixth time of her pregnancy. In her two 
first labours, she had been attended by 
another medical man, who delivered her 
with the forceps. In the three following 
labours I had recoifrse to the same instru- 
ment, and, in every instance, 1 imagine the 
difficulty to have arisen less from the nar- 
rowness of the pelvis than the preternatural 
size of the head of the child. I saw her at 
about tw'elve o’clock in the day. I found 
the os uteri dilated to about the size of a 
shilling, the membranes protruding, and the 
pains natural, w'hich slowly, but progres- 
sively, increased. At ten o’clock, p.m., the 
labour bad considerably advanced, and the 
head was gradually descending into the pel- 
vis ; the membranes were ruptured, and 
the child remained wedged in the pelvis 
from that time till six o’clock on the follow- 
ing morning. At that period the patient 
became considerably exhausted, and the 
pains less violent, and 1 thought, from the 
existing circumstances, that it was time to 
deliver her. I administered the “ secale 
cornutam,” one scruple, in powder, with 
some worm milk ; in thirty miuutes the 
child was expelled;: the atter-birth came 
away, and both did well. 

Case 2- — Mr. , on the 2l3t October, 

at seven a.m., requested me to visit his wife 
immediately, as the nurse considered liet 
to be in extreme danger. On visiting her, 
1 found her sitting on a chair, supported by 
two women, to all appearance dead ; coun- 
tenance pale, extremities cold, aud no pul- 
sation distinguishahle at the wrist. 1 im- 
mediately caused her to be laid on the bed, 
and found the os uteri very little dilated. 
She had felt a slight pain previous to the 
commencement of the flooding, just suffi- 
cient to show tliat the labour had com- 
menced, I ruptured' the membranes, and 
administered a scruple of the powdered 
secale cornutum in a little warm milk, as 
before, and^his I find to be tlie most effica- 
cious mode (^dministering it. A s the case 
appeared almost hopeles.u, and it was im- 
poa.sible to turn tlie child, 1 sent for a neigh- 
bouring practitioner, who immediately at- 
tended. As the firsNlose had produced a 
little contraction, sufficient to suppress hae- 
morrhage, it was ihoughvadvisuble to repeat 
it. This was done, uhd for an liour the 
labour advanced ; but the constitution bad 
I lufiered so ibaoh| that th<?re was little powe^ 
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left for it to ict upon. Novrigluneiit waa 
giVeo iier io amaU frequently 

r6[>eated. and cold npplied to tke abdosies. 
At ten, p.ii., ibe complained of pain; the 
dead ehild waaesqpeUeu ; the placenta came 
away, and the mother gradually tecorered. 

Cases.— I n thk case the patient wai a 
healthy woman, whom 1 bad attended in 
five labours, all of whidi w’ere followed by 
alarming hemorrhage. 1 arrived at the house 
at five, P.M., July 6 ; lie labour appeared 
going on well ; pains nalursl, and becoming 
strong. 1 ruptured the mem Woes, and ad- 
miuistered a scruple of the secale comutum. 
The child was expeJJed in twenty-five 
minutes ; the placenta ihimediately followed, I 
and no flooding ensued. The patient ex- ! 
perienced no inconvenience, and the child 
did well. 

ITiese, Sir, are a few out of the numerous 
cases which I have met with. If I have 
ever been disappointed, the failure is to be 
attributed rather to myself, than to the medi- 
cine ; for 1 consider it to be certain in its 
action, unless the patient has not been pro- 
perty prepared, or the oil which it contains 
has been absorWd by reiuaiuiog too long in 
the paper in which it has been enveloped. 
If there is a disposition in the uterus to act, 
and there is pressure on the os uteri, and 
the membranes are raptured, tlie increase of 
action is certain, but if, on the contrary, the 
{mins are spasmodic, and tlie membraues en- 
tire, no effect whatever is produced. 

It Las,, been alleged by many, that the 
secale cornutum is by no means certain in 
its effects, and that ihough in many cases 
they have been astonished by its efftcacy, in 
others it has produced no alteration what- 
ever. This, however, I attribute tp one of 
the two causes above-mentioned. 

In the first case 1 have related, 1 am of 
opinion that the secale cornutum superse- 
ded the use of the forceps, and 1 will venture 
to say tliat it will, very generally, have the 
(lame salutary efl'ect. With regard to the 
second case, it may, perhaps, be objected 
that rupturing the membranes, and evacuat- 
ing the liquor amnii, might have contracied 
the uterus round the child, so as to suppress 
the hemorrhage. But the slight labour pains 
which were present, were materially in- 
creased by the secale cornutum, which, in- 
deed, was the only medicine that could have 
saved the patient, fur the constitution was 
so much exhausted by the dj^^charge, that 
there was nothing left for it fp act upon ; but 
when nourishment had byxm given, and the 
system roused, two or Vhree pains terminat- 
ed the labour, / 

The last case tends to prove, not only 
that the secale corr utum administered before 
labour, will preveiU haemorrhage after, but 
idso that no unpleasant inconveniences will 
ensgs. The contrsfitioo, increased by the 


use of the medicine, is so continued and so 
severe, ss ftequenily to expel the child and 
placenta at one pain ; and the action lasts so 
tong (even fur hours after labour, if not 
counteracted by opium), as to preclude the 
possibility of hemorrhage. It may, perhaps, 
be said, tliat the increuse of action produced 
by the medicine, will be attended with con- 
siderable danger, either from the rupture of 
the uterus, or the laceration of the perineum. 
With respect to the first objection, the walla 
of the uterus are so thick, that rupture is a 
case of very rare *occurrence ; and even 
should the pelvis he small, and the head 
large, the effect produced by the medicine 
may he easily counteracted by a doser^of 
opium. As to the second, even in cases 
where the external parts are so rigid aa 
scarcely to admit one finger; in a few 
minutes, the perineum appears to participate 
in the predisposition of the uterus, and gives 
way in a most extraordinary manner. I 
always administer the secale cornutum in 
powder, one scruple in warm milk ; and 
though opium very speedily puts a stop to its 
action, it would. 1 think, be highly imprudent 
to administer it whete the pelvis is small, or 
where there is a preternatural presentation. 

There is one thing 1 wish to observe. In 
the regular and conttnunl action which is so 
remarkable after the administration of the 
secale cornutum (and when, in addition, the 
regular periodical labour pains are increas- 
ed), the placenta is sometimes retained, and 
will greatly embarrass the accoucheur. In 
these cases opium may be administered, and 
the uterus with soon expel it. limmorrhage, 
in this case, cannot possibly ensue. 

Knowle, Warwickshire. 


ON THE irSK OF ERGOT OF RYB IN RETENTION 
OP THE PLACENTA AFTER ABORTION. 

By Morgan I). Nugent, M.D. 

The patient, 0 woman of weak, spare habits 
aetat. So, in the fourth month of hat pratjf’ 
nancy', had afausse couche, in consequence of 
an accident. On the morning after the 
pulsion of the fretus, considerable hi^or- 
rhage ensued, which was checked by 
applications to the abdomen, and ;^d not 
recur till she attempted to walk on the third 
day following; from which period it conti- 
nued at intervals to the fifteenth day, when 
the hajiuorrhage was considerably aug- 
mented. In the evening of this day I was 
first consulted, and prescribed a dose of 
laudanum (sixty drops,) which for a lime 
relieved tlie symptoms; but ou the follpwlfig 
morning the nwmorrhage returned yvith in* 
creased violence, I then ordered an ilifosion 
of the ergot of rye, two scruples Io foijf 
ounces of ijrater, half to he taxen inuue^* 
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fttelyi ftttd tli6 remainder at th^ expifationj 
of an hour, if necesBary. In about twenty ] 
xninuU'B niter taking the first portion ahe felt 
Btroug uterine pains, vliich lasted nearly 
half an hour, and were followed by the ex- 
pulsion, to uae her own words “ of a false 
conception from that time she has had no 
return of the haemorrhage, and is now in 
good health. 

Cork, 15ih January, 18S19. 


QUACKERY. 

To the Editor o/‘The Lancet. 

Sir, — Allow mo, in common fairness and 
justice to myself, to request your attention 
tOfthe following explanation, in r^ly to an 
article signed “M. D.,” from rlymoiith. 
The late Mr. G — K — , alluded, to in that 
letter, became a patient of mine, at a mo- 
ment when every hope of his recovery was 
declared to have been given up, as you may 
perceive from his letter to me as follows 

*' Sir,— -Although you cannot give me at 
present any hopes of cure, 1 am auxious 
to place myself under your care, exonerating 
you, at the same time, from any blame in 
case of a failure, as the faculty hav ' for 
some time given me up, my lungs being in 
u tuberculated state. 

I am, Sir, kc. 
G~K— I 

This most amiable young man’s life was 
considerably prolonged by my mode of treat- 
ment, and his father has acknowledged the 
fact in his letters to me. After he had been 
under my care for some time, 1 entertained 
Strong hopes of his ultimate recovery ; but 
from his having remained out for several 
hours on a very wet day, he caught a severe 
cold, attended with infiominntion. Diarrhcca 
succeeded, the progress of which I arrested, 
and 1 had him in my house, not as an exhi- 
bition of my skill or success, but as a matter 
of personal convenience to himself, while 
ubder the influence of his recent disorder. 
While under my care, he expressed an 
anxious wish to visit his family, atid under- 
took the jputmey home in the most severe 
weatlu r, dmvtly contrary to my advice, and 
that of his mother. He promised* to return in 
a lew days, and, on his arrival in riymouth, 
he wrote to me the following letter : — 

“My dear Sir, — I arrived here with less 
fatigue than 1 expected ; but in case any 
thing uuforttmate should occur, 1 think it 
my duty to declare, that the journey wns 
undertaken without your advice, you not 
considering me perfectly cured. You will, 
teefore, be perfectly exonerated from nay 
consequences. ' 


Sincerely thanking you for your great 
kindness to me while under your care, be- 
lieve me very truly yours. ^ 

Does your Correspondent, M.D., mean to 
say that actual infallibility should distinguish 
my system in every case of the hundreds 
which come before me 1 Does he suppose 
that I should withstand the earnest entreaties 
of the friends of my patients, while any 
eliSnce of life remaified 1 

As to M.D’s ungentlem^nlike remarks 
about Mr. K. having been invited to my 
house as a guest, at a time when the diarthuea 
was so severe thim he could not venture 
home, surely he can attach nothing criminal 
to this mark of my attention and regard to a 
young gentleman whose amiable qualities 
obtained for him the kind wishes of all who 
knew him. Let M. D., if he be a man of 
honour or courage, show his unjustiflable 
attack on me to Major K., the father of the 
deceused gentleman, and let that honouiable 
and grateful man tell my defamer, that since 
the death of his beloved son, he has written 
a letter full of gratitude and kindness, and ac- 
knowledges in it that his son had expressed 
to the last “ his obligation to me for my 
attentions, and that every thing that could 
be done had been done for him.’* I want no 
favour from M. 1). ; all I seek for is the plain 
statement of facts, and 1 cheerfully and fear* 
lesaly challenge the impartial, and honour- 
able investigation of the public and the 
faculty. I am, Sir, • 

Y'our obedient servanti 
John St. John Long* 
41, Harley-slreet, March 11, 1829. 

Mr, John St. John Long, should not write 
thus while he talks of “my mode of treat- 
ment,” and while he keeps that treatment a 
profound secret. Had Mr. St. John Long 
any means of curing consumption, he would 
not hesitate to moke it known. Conceal- 
ment in such cases is a bad feature, and, to 
tlie well informed, a sufficient proof of 
HUMBUG. — Eo. L. 


REMEDY FOR CHILBLAINS. 

^0 the Editor of The Lancet* 

SiR,--^ing severely afflicted with chil- 
blains, and imviog had recourse to the va- 
rious remeXjes generally recommended, 
without benebi^ ] mudn a trial of the tinc- 
ture ol iodine. 'Tt answered my fullest 
expectations, for two or three appU- 
caiioiH t) the aftecbs^l parts, it restored 
them to ihir natural Bta'to. As your Journal 
is widely circulated amot^g the community 
at large, will you haveHhe goodness to give 
publicity to this communication. 

1 am, vours, &c. , 

’ Henry Da r* 
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FATAtlTV m LITHOTOMY. 

To thi Editor of The Lancet. 

SiE,-~HaTtng lately seen an account 
itatiug that M. Vicenzo di Kerja, Surgeon 
to tile Emperor of Auatria, lial operated 
S34timea in lit1iotom)'t and with such auc< 
ceas. that only thirty-one indiriduali sunk 
under the operation, aud Sir James Scarlett* 
haviog stated in the case of Cooper v. 
'Wakley, that the average number of failures 
in England was two out of every fifteen 
caseS) 1 beg to stale that the late i*rofessot 
Bease, of Dublin, has performed the opera- 
tion above one hundred times, and never 
failed in a tingle instance. Tliis fact is well 
known to all the surgjcal faculty of Dublin. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Meoichs. 


MEDICAL assistants. 

To thi Editor oj The Lancet. 

Sir,— E rewhile you had vniiers who ad- 
vocated the cause uf medical assistants, but 
they, alas! have retired into the shades, 
wanting principle, spirit, and energy, to 
enable them to prosecute a slightly arduous 
task. It is much cause of regret, that such 
writers sprang forth ; for, haviug but an 
ephemenl existence, they served only to 
Btrenglhen the hands of those who mouopo- 
lise the profits of what is called a liberal 
piofeumJ* Medical assistants, hereabouts, 
.arenearly on a par with journeymeo tailors, 
having, for their salary, 30^. to '6bl, per 
annum, whilst they are wortli 7 or hOO/. a 
year to their employers. I know of some 
aasistauls in this neighbourhood, whose 
earuiugs for their employers ore from 7 to 
8(HW. a year, and yet their employers have 
the audacity, the baseness, and meanness, 
to offer them 301. each for their services. 
This is downright ojipressidn, Sir, and we 
earnestly ask what are we to do ? We long 
for your speedy success in the cause of 
medical reform, we laud your endeavours, 
and acknowledge our obiigalions V- you. 
If I were not trespassing upon your pages, 1 
would say more, but 1 know ti e value of 
your columns, and therefore Iry aside ray 
pan, after having merely caller your atien- 

* Our correspondfot should recollect 
that Sir James Scarlett ’ 1 calculation referred 
to the fatality in the practice of a “ Neteif's 
surgery” at Guy’s Vlospital; and we tliiiik 
the worthy knighc was ruUier under than 
over the mark. Mr. Lawreuce has lost hut 
two patients out of fifty, and Mr.^Cireeo 
hit been nearly as iuccessful.«*£n. L." 


tion to the subject, hoping, neverthelfM, 
that my humhte statement^may rouse the 
energies of some of my fellows, with whom 
I will gladly co-operate, for tlie pur|K)se of 
raising to a more worthy and respectable 
grade, tliat persecuted but useful class of 
beings, the Kngiish medical assistants. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

A Medical Assisi ant, and Constant 
Reader. 

The Potteries, ¥eb. S7, 1811^9. 

We continue to receive a great number 
of letters on the distressed and degraded 
condition of Medical ABsistants. The writers 
all complain bitterly of the wretched man- 
ner in which their services are rewarded ; 
but no adequate remedy for this evil (for it 
is an evil, and a very great one.) has, so far 
as we can perceive, been yet suggested. 
The subject is one of great difficulty ; and, 
for ourselves, we know not how to treat it, so 
as either to do justice, or to give satisfaction. 
The supply evidently exceeds the demand. 
A correspondent, (“ Disciple of .Lscula- 
pius/’} suggests that Medical Assistants 
should hold a public meeting, in order that 
their grievances may be fairly aud fully dis- 
cussed. 


SUHSIITUTE FOR HOI'S. 

Til the Editor of Tat Lancet. 

Sir,— -In The Lanci-t, No. 287, (Feb. 28, 
1829.) it is stated that Mr. Yosy made a 
communication to the Medico-Botanical 
Society, respecting the use of the common 
buck- bean, or marsh trefoil, as a substitute 
for hops, and for which they presented him 
with tlieir silver medal. 1 cun attest as to 
its proving au excellent luccedaneum in 
this respect ; fur, about the year 1890, 
when hops were at an exceedingly high 
price, 1 prepared a considerable quantity of 
extract from the plant, of whkb 1 said a 
great deal. 

If 1 be correct in my remembrnnee, i 
small pill box full, containing nearly two 
druclims, was considered equal to one pound 
of hops. Wl»at tends, in Some degree, to 
establisli the approval of the article in tlm 
process of brewing is, that they were pri- 
vate householders only who purchased it. 
lam, Sir, 

Your obedient lervant, 

L/Towni. 

March 10, 1899. 
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THE LANCET. 

London ^ Saturday ^ March 1829. 

Hr. WARBVRTOK has obtained leave to 
bring in a Bill to legalise and regulate the 
supply of subjects for anatomical dissection, 
and bis motion received, as we had antici- 
pated, the unqualified support of Mr. Peel. 
We observed last week that, as the Ediii- 
biKgh murders had occurred since the 
Home Secretary expressed doubts »s to the 
practicability of devising a legislative re- 
medy. for the evils of which tlie medical 
profession has so long complained, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman would no doubt see suffi- 
cient cause for changing his opinion, and 
be ready to acknowledge that the time was 
arrived when dissection must either be put 
down altogether, or be permitted to be prac- 
tised under such legislative provisions as 
might ensure tlie safety, if tliey could not 
be wholly reconciled with the feelini,s or 
prejudices, of the community. With re- 
spect to the first branch of the nliernative, 
namely, the s>’ppres8ion of the practice of 
d'isection, Mr. Peei. declared that, — 

** He considered it an unnecessary waste i 
of the time of the House to use ur.;uruents 
for the purpose of sliowing that tliere ex- 
isted a necessity for the proinoiiou of the 
science of anatomy. This was a point 
which be conceived to be unquestionable, 
and, if such a necessity existed, it followed 
that, the want of bodies to accomplisli the 
objects of teaching anatomy must be sup- 
plied. At the iirt-seut moment the law^ 
did not that want to be supplied 

trop any legitimate source, and the cou- 
wqdcoc'a was, that the professors of ona- 
toniy were eompelled to procure a supply 
from peiiiQias^w carried on iluir traffic 
nmidst the most outrageous violations of 
ueceucyi of the finest and most jmwerful 
fbeiiugs of human nature, and ofu uliines by 
the perpetration of the foulest crimes.’’ 

These are undeniable truths, but tliey 
m truths which have been w'eek after | 
week, and mojfJth after month, pressed upon 
the attentioupf the .Government, during the 
last five ycar^ and it is to I o regretted 


that the necessity of applying some remedy 
to the evil has not been acknowledged* 
until the Government f^s been awakened 
to a sense of its own 8<si5lu |n t gs by the dis- 
covery of tlie dreadful attwnties committed 
at Edinburgh. That tly^ Edinburgh mur- 
ders have wrought a decided change in the 
opinions of Mr. Peel regarding this sub- 
ject, and that they have, as we anticipated, 
accomplished for .the anatomical question, 
what the Clare election has effected for the 
Catholic question, •may be inferred, we 
think, from the following passage in the 
Right Hon. Secretary’s Speech 

** After the experience — the more than 
melancholy experience they had obtained 
of the nature of the crimes to which the 
high price of bodies gave rise, he would 
ask, whether it hud not become absolutely 
necessary that something should be done 
for the security of the public, and for the 
preservation of those feelings which he was 
inclined to treat with the highest respect 1 
Something, it was acknowledged, must be 
done, and it appeared to him tbut nothing 
had yet been devised which seemed less 
objectionable in principle than the measure 
proposed by the Honourable Member for 
liridport." 

The object of Mr. WAimunToia’s Bill is 
to give legality, in certain cases, to tbe 
practice of dissections*, and tbe principal 
features of tbe measure are to be, first, a 
provision declaring it to be lawful for per- 
sons duly authorised to practise as physi- 
cians and surgeons, to receive subjects for 
dissection in those cities or towns where 
there are uniyersities for the toking of de- 
grees, or where there are hospitals largo 
enough to receive fifty patients at a timo; 
and, secondly, a clause making it lawful for 
ihe^overtecrs and managers of poor- bouses 
und\\rk. houses, and fur the governors of 
liospital^o give up to surgeons and teach- 
ers of aimitiuny the bodies of those persona 
wh«<^*‘viDg'^ied in such poor-bou.ses, 
work -houses, or b^o.spi tabs, are not cluituod 
witliin a specified hv some friend or 
relation. As soon as^this Bill is printed, 
we shall he enabled to iby a copy of if be- 
|taro our rettderaj at present it would bo 
3K . 


No. SiK). 



786 


MR. WARBURTO^^'S BTIX. 


pretnattjye to enter fully into the inquiry, 
how far it is likely to operate as a remedy 
for the existing evils ; but there are two 
points on which we are desirous of making 
due or two obserraiions, because Mr. War* 
has been wholly ■iletit with regard 
to one of them, and baa expressly stated 
that his measure will not embrace the 
other j we allude to the repeal of the clause 
which makes dissection a part of the 
puiushment for the crime of murder, and the 
adoption of some penfl enactment for the 
more effectual suppression of the practice of 
exhumation. We have repeatedly stated 
that we believe the first of these points to 
be of such importance, that no legislative 
measure for facilitating dissection can ever 
be rendered effectual, so long as the clause 
which subjects the bodies of murderers to 
dissection remains upon the statutedrook. 
If that clause remain unrepealed, dissection 
will continue to be, in the eye of the law, a 
punishment, and the Bill proposed by Mr. 
Warburtox will be neither more nor leas 
tlraa a Bill for subjecting poverty to the 
same penalty which is indicted u|)oa crime— 
a Bill for indicting the punishment of dis. 
lection on the destitute and the friendUss. 
We are not prepared to say that it is no 
hardship upon the poor of this country, that 
after their lives shall have been worn out in 
the service of the most selfish, overbearing, 
and heartiest aristocracy in Europe, their 
bodies shall be delivered over to tbe knife 
of the anatomist. We are not prepared to say 
that it is no hardsliip up<m the poor of this 
country to pass a law, declaring that even tire 
termination of their lives shall not be the 
limit of their persecution, and tji^l Uieir 
bodies shall be deprived of that repose in tire 
grave, to which ihey haVe hitherto looked 
as a sad hut certain refuge rrotn op* 
pressor's sconi, the prouilrinau’s contumelj',’* 
We cannot suffer ou^ tial for the promotion 
of anatomjcsl scie^lce to shut up all the 
avenues to liumnu feeling ; nor are we pre- 
pared to ley that the principle of giving up 


unclaimed bWies for dissection, though it is 
one which we were among jthe first to re- 
commend to the adoption of tie Legislature, 
and which is liable to fewer objections than 
any other which could be taken as a basis 
of legislation will not, at the same time, 
bear hard in its operation upon the poor. 
But if the Legislature subjects the bodies of 
friendless paupers to dissection, at the same 
time that it sanctions the infliction of dis- 
section as a stigma and a degradation upon 
the bodies of executed murderers, tlie 
measure, proposed by Mr. W'arburton, 
would not only involve that degree of hard- 
ship upon the poor which is inseparable 
from the difficulty of legislating on this sub- 
ject, but it would be a measure of injustice 
and cruelly to tbe poor. Dissection is 
either a fit punishment for crime, or it is 
not. If it be a fit punishment for crime, 
with what decency can ftieudless poverty 
be declared equivalent to crime, by a 
solemn Act of the Legislature 1 Every 
body kuows that, in this country, poverty 
is, practically, a crime of the deep- 
est dye, and that there is hardly any 
crime, which, supported or covered by 
wealth, may not, practically, cease to be 
criminal, but it would be a new era in 
legislation, if tins doctrine were gravely 
SCI forth in an Act of Barliament. On 
tbe otlier band, if dissection be not a fit 
punishment for crime, why hesitate to re- 
peal the clause which makes it a part of the 
pimisliraent for the crime of murder 1 As to 
the grouad upon which the clause has been 
defended, namely, that the dread of disiee- 
tion tends to restrain from the commission 
of the crime of murder, we have eadeayour- 
ed on former occasions to demonstrate the 
absurdity of this argument. The argument 
is founded upon tho supposition, that tbe 
dread of hanging without subsequent dissec- 
tion would oocaiionaUy fail to restrain man 
meditating the crime of murder from its 
commission, where the dread oL disseeUen 
as well as of hanging, of the honging plut ih 
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dissection, would operate as an effectual re- 
straint 3 a supposition of which the ahsur* 
dity must be manifefct to any man who 
allows himself lime to reflect upon it. We 
feel satisfied that eTen if Mr. Wa uburton's 
bill should pass the legislature, no practical 
good would come of it, if the clause in the 
Act of G Eo. II. remain unrepealed. Public 
opinion would be too strong for the enforce- 
ment of a measure which should attempt to 
put the poor upon the same footing pro tanto 
r^flth criminals, and subject their bodies to d 
process hitherto exclusively reserved by the 
law for executed murderers. Mr. Piel, in- 
deed, endeavoured to show that the proposed 
measure Would make no difference as to the 
class of persons from which bodies would be 
taken for the purpose of dissection, since the 
bodies of the poor wore at present uniformly 
resorted to, and those of the rich were gene- 
rally secured in such a manner as to render 
them ixmccessible to the depredations of the 
resurrection-men. This argument, however, 
is evidently fallacious; for it is notorious 
that the resurrectionists have no respect for 
classes, as the Home Secretary miglit have 
learned from the testimony of Sir Asiley 
CoorcR, who declared before the Committee 
that there was no perion, be his situation 
in life wKat it might, whom, if he were dis- 
posed to dissect, he could not obtain.” The 
effect of the proposed measure will undoubt- 
edly be, to throw upon the poor ou chuj which 
is now shared by all classes ; the least, 
thereforej that the legislature enu do, in 
oHer to render that measure as palalauie as 
tttay be to Hie public, is to repeal the absurd 
enactment by which they have declared dis- 
section to be a stigma aud a degradation. 

Mr. WAitaunTON ‘has expressly stated, 
that it is not his iutcntiou to impose any 
penalties or prohibitions; the practice of 
exhumation, therefore, if the natural ope- 
ration of the proposed Bill be not sutficient 
to put an end to it, will remuiii unsuppress- 
«d^ This is an omission which may defeat 
emo of the Directs in which the public feel, 


ot present, the deepest hfereit, dud ibr 
which we are the less able to accoimt) to 
the discovery of the atrocities praOlisad ftt 
Edinburgh seemed to point out the abso- 
lute necessity of suppressing the tiiffic 
between resurrectionists and anatomilts by 
some strong penal enactment. To omit such 
an enactment, is like leaving the door of a 
house unlocked the rcry night aftel' we 
have suffered from a burglary. It is not 
enough to say, that by providing a lagili- 
mate source for tha supply of subjecti, Idl 
temptation to the commission of luoh atro- 
cious crimes will be removed. After the 
appalling experience we have had of the 
atrocities men are to be found capable of 
committing, so long os the disgusting traf- 
fic in human flesh is not discouraged by the 
severest penalties, aS w^ell against the pur- 
chasers as the vendors of dead bodies, 
nothing sliould be left to chance. The poi- 
«esiMni of a dead body for the purpose of 
dissection, under ony other circumstances 
than those sanctioned by tlie legislotura, 
ought, we contend, to be made an offence 
punishable with fouriwi years' Vatispcrtu* 
thm. Had the receiver of the bodies of the 
sixteen unfortunale crCatutcs butchered at 
Edinburgh, some of which bodies, those of 
the remarkable person of Daft Jamie, for 
instance, and of young women of the town, 
dressed in silk sUttldn^s, and the flaunting 
costume of their unhappy calling, could not 
have failed to excite the attention of the 
purchaser, though no questions were asked 
by him— had the receiver of these sixteen 
strangled bodies been punishable as well as 
Ihe'vpurdferer, the crimes which have cast a 
stain on the character of the nation, and of 
liumaB naf^ure, would not have been oom- 
mitled. Supposing the legitimate source 
foflh’e supiilv ‘jf subjects to be sufficient to 
put an end to the praclico of exhumation, 
there can be no objection to an enactment 
increasing the pcnnltibs against an unlawful 
traffic iu dead bodies, for'kuch an enactment 
wcnild, in the natural course orfe vents, become 
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a dbad letter. But if the legitimate source 
riiould not be aofbcient, oi if unexpected 
difficulties should arise in carrying the prO' 
visions of the new measure into effect, the 
omission of a strong penal enactment against 
exhumation and the abetting of it, would 
expose the public to all the danger from 
which it is the bounden duty, and we trust 
will be the object, of the legislature to pro* 
tect them. We admit, with Mr. Peel, the 
necessity that exists practising dissec- 
tion, with a view to the successful oultiva* 
tion of anatomical science, and we insisted 
on this necessity, when Mr. Peel denied 
it ; or, what was worse, when he admitted 
the necessity in theory, but declined af- 
fording the practical means of acting upon 
it j but though we admit this necessity witli 
a view to the prosecution of anatomical stu- } 
dies, and the successful performance of a 
few operations, it is, in our judgment, a 
relative, not an absolute necessity; it is 
not such an overwiielming necessity, but 
that it ought to yield to the paramount im- 
portance of discouraging crime and immo- 
rality, afld protecting the public against 
assassinntion. Let exhumation bo sup- 
pressed, as we trust it will be, by the suh- 
Itilution of a legitimate source of supply 
for the dissecting-rooms ; but, at oil events, 
we say, let exhumation be suppressed. 

That provision in Mr. WARBonroN’s 
Bill, which is to give a legislative sanction 
to the practice of dissection in all the 
large towns, is one which we are, per- 
haps, entitled to regard with the more sa- 
tisfaction, as it is evidently founded upon 
the evidence which we gave befor,e the 
Commitiee on anatomy, and as it is directly 
aimed against the monopoly of tlie College 
of Surgeons. We stated to the Committee, 
as will be seen by a reference to the evidence 
W'hiclj follows tills artic-le, that the diffi- 
culties of obtaining sulijects for dls-eciiou, 
were mainly nttribu^lable to the ie;ulations 
adopted by the College since the year 18 ^ 2 . 
We showed, that before these regulations 


were made, dissections were practised any 
where, and certificates were received, with- 
out any specificationsas to the time or place 
in which, or at which, the dissections were 
performed ; every body that could be ob- 
tained, was invariably applied to ilie pur- 
poses of dissection, and eagerly sought after 
by the professional men, not only of Lon- 
don , but of every part of the kingdom. W o 
showed, that the regulations wherein the 
Court of Examiners had, for the sake 
of securing a monopoly to themselves, fife- 
dared that they would grant no diplomas to 
persons who had learned anatomy, or per- 
formed dissections elsewhere than in Lon- 
don, or at any other times than during the 
winter season, had had the effect of pro- 
ducing a great scarcity of subjects, by bring- 
ing a vast influx of students to the me- 
tropolis ; and we further showed, tlmt the 
College of Surgeons, caring nothing for 
the interests of science, but every thing 
for their owm base lucre, persisted in re- 
quiring certificates of attendance on courses 
of dissection in London, and refused to grant 
certificates if tlie dissections were perform- 
ed elsew’here, at a lime when in London 
there mre no mljects to dissect. 

The provision intended to be introduced 
by Mr. Warburton will have the effect of 
restoring the system winch existed pre- 
viously to the infamous regulations of tlie 
College, and will strike at the root of the 
College monopoly; for it will beimpoBsi- 
ble to maintain tliat monopoly in the teeth 
of an Act of Pailiament, or to continue the 
present odious prohibitions and restrictions, 
after the Legislature shall have declared, 
tliat anatomy may be taught, and dissec- 
tions performed, in all parts of the kingdom, 
it is worthy of observation, that Mr. W ab- 
HUKTON made no mention of the College of 
Suigeons, in detailing the heads of his Bill, 
nor was the slightest allusion made to that 
corrupt body in the course of the discus- 
sion. So fur so good; hut care should h» 
taken not to give to hospital surgeona tiie 
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power of appropriating to tliemaelves such 
a proportion of the subjects tube applied 
to scientific purposee^ as would, in effect, 
confirm their monopoly. It would be well, 
perhaps, to establish a general receiving- 
house, to which all unclaimed bodies should 
he taken, and where an officer, appointed by 
the government, should register the subjects 
so conveyed, and distribute tlicmin a certain 
fixed proportion, to such teachers as might 
be authorised to receive them. Wo strongly 
ribomroend also, that no money should be 
allowed to be received for the subjects. 
Let there be no buyers or sellers of the re- 
mains of our friendless countrymen. Let 
the. detestable traffic in human flesh at once 
be suppressed, and the supply of subjects 
for anatomical purposes will then be placed 
on a better, instead of a worse footing, in 
this country than in any other country of 
Europe. We are aware that this will not he 
a palatable jtroposition to hospital surgeons 
and monopolists. They have declared that 
they do not wish to see subjects cheap; 
still less do tltey wish to see the traffic in 
subjects completely put down ; all they de- 
sire is, that llie traffic should be rendered 
safe and profitable to them.seU'C8. Thanks, 
however, to the enlightened spirit in wffiich 
Mr. Waubuuton has entered upon lus 
taek, their base and mercenary purposes are 
likely to be defeated. 

There is another omission w’hich it may 
be worth while to notice. ]\ot a w'ord was 
Said, in tlie course of the discussion, about 
the burial of the bodies, after they shall 
have undergone dissection. Is it intended 
to dispense altogether witii tins ceremony 1 
Nothing is more likely to put to liniard the 
success of the measure, and to excite the 
popular feeling against it, than the mani- 
festation of indifference on the part of the 
aristocracy, ns to the performance or neglect 
of this ceremony, as applied to the bodies j 
of the poor. It is true, that the doctrines 
of Christianity do not enjoin tlicj belief, that 
tho rites of burial have nny influence over I 


m 

our condition in a future state ; bat the 
vulgar seldom distinguish with much aoea* 
racy between tbe ordinances of churches 
and the revelations of Scripture, and are 
eccustomed to look upon Christian burial 
as a part of the Christian religion. Even 
philosophy dictates that, though we maybe 
indifferent as to tbe burial of our own 
bodies, the feelings and customs of mankind, 
ns connected with this ceremony, ought to 
be respected. De humatiene,** says Cicero, 

unum tenendum esl, contemnendum in nobis f 
nm negligendum in nostris ; ita tamen martu^ 
Drum corpora nihil sentire intelligamut. Quantum 
autem conmetudini famaque dandum sit, id 
curent viviJ’ At the present moment, when 
there exists a strong impression among the 
iiuinstructed classes of the community, that 
a blow is aimed at the religion of the 
country by the great measure now passing 
through Parliament, it would be indiscreet 
to allow it to go forth, that the Legislature 
was at the same time passing a bill to de- 
prive the bodies of the poor of the rites of 
burial. 

Since the foregoing article was written, 
we have received from our esteemed cor- 
respondent EniNENSis, the communication 
inserted at page 774, on the subject 
of the exportation of dead bodies from 
Dublin. 


niOM THE REPORT OFTUF, PAREIAMENTAR Y 
rOMMITTEU ON ANATOMY, MAY, 18‘^8. 

Mr. Thqmas Wakiev culled in, and 
exaiaiueu. 

•#**«** 135 ] . ^Vill point out 
in the regulations of the College of Sur- 
geons, ‘dated the Ijflj of January, 18SJ8, 
which are the regubitious tluU you consider 
tend to increase the iljllicuhips of obtaining 
a.£\jppT^f suhjfcis for dissecliou I— 1 will 
read tliem, 

I. “ The only schools of anatomy and 
physiology, recogiliiied, are J.,oii(lon, Dub- 
lin, Kdlnburgh, Gyisgow, and Aberdeen." 

IV. — UeguUtion.::^ The following 
certificates will be required'^if candidates 
wr the diploma of the College — 
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l8t.— ** Of hsving he«n engaged iix;of ftltcndenoe on diswotions, would bo re* 
veare, at least, in the acquisition of pro- . ceived by the Court, except from the np- 
lessional knowledge,” pointed professors of anatomy and surgery 

Sd.—'* Of having regularly attended in iho Universities of Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
three or more winter eoureei of ana« Aberdeen, and Dublin, or from persons who 
tpmy and physiology, and two or more were physicians or surgeons to the hospi* 
winter courses of dissections and tals in the recognised schnols, or from per- 
demonstrations, delivered at subse- sous unless recommended by the medical 
quent periods.” estiibliihmtivts of those hospitals,” This 

Section 5. — “ And of having attend- regulation had a most extratyrdimi'y efset 
ed, during tlie terra of at least one upon the private $ehools in, this town, and 1 
year, the surgical practice of one or have the authority of Mr. llrookes for 
more of the following hospitals, viz. stating that it ms nearly his ruin. 1 have 
St. Bartholomew's, St. Thomas’s, the further tlic authority of Messrs. Brookes 
Westminster, Guy’s. St. George’s, the and Carpue (whom I have seen since 1 re- 
i.owdon, and the Mictflesexiu Loudon ; ! ceived the siiFumons of this Committee) fCf 
the Richmond, Steevens’s, and the staling, that previously to (compara- 
Meail) in Dublin ; and the Royal In- lively speaking,) they experienced no diifi- 
hrmaries in Ldinburgh, Glasgow, and culty in obtaining subjects ; but the Collage 
Aberdeen ; or, duriqg four years, the of Surgeons having limited the space from 
surgical practice of & recognised pro- which subjects should be procured to Lon- 
vincial hospital, and six months, at don, and' the time in which di8.section» 
least, the practice of one of the above- ! should be performed, to seven, or at most 
named hospitals in the schools of ana- j eight, months in the year, the difficulties of 
tomy.” ! procuring subjects liiul increased to such a 

Will you state in what way you ! degree, tliat their rooms were often unfur- 
Qoniider these regulations to interfere with ; ui.slu‘d with the requisite materials for pro- 
the supply of sobjoclsl— If I were to do; stcuting the study of auaturay. 1 have the 
that, it wonld be only offering my opinion ; \ authurity of hotli of these gentlemen for 
perhaps you will allow me to state the facts 'stating, that, in the iitnuner, they could 
as they have occutred since 181‘J or IB'itO. . always obtain subjects fur ilissfction with 
In and from lliat period to about -greiKer JaciHty than in ihe icinUr. Tlio 
there were wry yeu!dt#cid«e« experi- AM* rtW motiic of the Coliegft for enacting 
enced in this town with regard to obtaining i the law reatiicAing dissections to tbe winter 
an adequidc supply of subjects for dis-' season, “ b consequence of the manner in 
section. In tho College of Surgeons, | whitli dissections in the summer endangi-r- 
In Lincoln ’s-Inn Fields, enacted a by-law, 1 ed tbe Uven of ibe studt nu, does hot appear 
Ititing, that certificates of dissection vs'ould j to be the real one as Mr. llrookes has lee* 
not be received by the Court of ExawinerSjItured during the summer mm, (lornfftem 
unless the dissections were performed during' to Uteniy years, wilhoui having lind a single 
tlw vmter mm ; Ibis bylaw had the j pupil die from t!»e practice of summer dii- 
effeci of drawing the pujiils from every part | sectimi ; and, during the whole of liis expe* 
ofEngland, for the purpose of cultivating the I rience, he has lost but one pupil from ais- 
science of anatomy to that extent wliich section, and that pupil died at (’hristmas. 
would enable them to undergo their exami- Mr. (Jarpue also has practised summer dis- 
nation for the diploma. In consequence of sections nearly iw'enty years, and he has 
the extraordinary flow of students into not lost a single jmpH, It vrill have been 
London, at that period, the dissecting- already perceived that the by-law passed iu 
rooms became very inucli crowded with ngi!3, and tlmt, passed in 18li4, hud the 
pupils; as there was an increased demand direct tendency ol' all the fees which, 

for bodies, an increased price was asked by could arise from, teaching of anatomy in 
tlie resurAiplion men, and, ultimaiely, ;.he this country, into the pockets of the Londm 
price became so exceedingly high, that a haspitnl surgeons, and their immediate ds- 
number of individuals, who before bad not pendents and relatives-, and it is not a little 
embarked in the practice of exhumation, singular that the mmkrt of the Court of 
entered upon it; bodies tvere raised and Examiners, by whom these by-laws were 
procured for a time in the most rinterit enacted, were themselves, at least semn of 
manner; and at last the churchyards, and them, London hospital surgeons, 'f’hese 
exm description of burial ground, in the laws, continuing in operation at the present 
neighbourhood of London, were so watched, time, jiroduce the same mischievous effects 
that to obtain any subf?cts foi the purpose witli regard to the cultivation of anatomy, 
of diaiectioD, was ne?^ to impossible. In as at the period when they were firrt 
18S4, the enacted the by-law enacted. Before they were enacted, di|* 

No. IV. section .5, in which it was further sections were practised any where, and cer- 
ttated, that *• no certifloates, la testimony tifleateawere received without any apeoid* 
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cations as to the time or place in vhieli, or 
at which, the dissections were performed ; 
every body that could be obtained was inva- 
xiably applied to the purpoies of dissection, 
and eagerly sought after by the profeswonal 
men, not only of London, but of every pwt 
of the kingdcm; and students as easily 
answered the questions proposed to them in 
their examinations at the College at that 
period os at present* CertiHcates not being 
received by the Court of Examiners from 
ony part of England, except Lm/mi, all the 
pupils necessarily resort to this place ; con- 
seqat-ntly, the chances of on adequate sup- 
ply of subjects to meet the increased de- 
mmd, have, of course, been, and really are, 
very much lessened. The Court of Examiners 
appear chiefly to rely on the certificates of 
students as the moat important proof of 
ability •, but, at the period when the lust by- 
law was enacted, and subsequently to 
that period, there was scarcely a subject 
to be procured for dissection in the ana- 
tomical schools of tliis metropolis ; yet the 
Court of Kxamineisreqiiiredfr.im the pupils 
certi/iratss of disseciions which had never been 
performed. To show’ the fallacy of relying 
on certilicates as a proof of the (juantity of 
dissections accotnplislied, 1 may instance an 
occurrence which happened to myself. "W hen 
about to apply for examinatiou at the Col- 
lege, I was asked by a fcllow-studont what 
number of cerliflcatea I Itad to take w'ith 
me, and I told him very few ; on which lie 
said that was a pity, because the examina- 
tion was generally proportioned to the 
quantity of certilicates produced by the 
pupil. I meutioned to him that I had en- 
tered to one lecturer at a distant part of the 
town, w'hen I first came to London ; but 
finding it inconvenient, after three or four 
mornings, I relinquished the attendance ; 
of course, I said, 1 could get no certilicafe 
from lum. “ Vou had belter Iry,^* he re- 
plied ; “ I think you fan." Accordingly 1 
did apply, and received a certificate from 
the lecturer, stating that I had “ regularly 
and diligently attended one course of hie 
lectorea on anatomy, physiology, and sur- 
gory, and one course of his dissectiuns, 
although 1 liad attended but four or five of 
his lectures, and no dissection wdiatever 
The effect of the by-law to which 1 have 
already alluded, directly tends to destroy tlie 
value of certificate8, because fjom the man- 
ner it has crow'ded anatomical theatres and 
dissecting rooms, it is utterly impossible for 
the lecturer to know' whetlier the pupil has 
been attentive to his studies or not. Sub- 
jects, up to the period of 18‘J3, before the 
winter emtrsea of dissection were required by 
the College, could be procured almost with- 
out difllculty, and to any extent, at four 
guineas each ; but since tlmt period, many 
oi the dieaecfing roome of this tows have 


been weeks, and even months, without h 
subject; yet in the summer, when the l«c- 
tures are altogether prohibited, or at leasl 
not recognised by the College, subjects are 
procurable with the greatest facility, and 
at the same price as formerly. 

J353. Have you any furtlier observations 
to make upon the regulations you have 
pointed out 1— A f>etition now lies on the 
table of this Honourable House from the 
great body of surgeons, praying for the re* 
jml of the reguliUians in question, on account 
of their injustice towards country surgems in 
the large provincial hospitaU, as they have 
had the ettett, or nearly so, of entirely 
putting a stop to nie teaching of anatomy 
in the country ; that petition was presented 
to tbe House the year before last. 

lSo4>. Have you any observations to 
make upon article 5. of by-law No. IV. 1— 
That clause recognises the attendance of 
pupils on the practice of the hospitals of 
“St. Bartholomew’s St. Thomas’s, the 
Westminster, Guy’s, St. George's, the Lon- 
don and Middlesex, in London ; the Hich- 
mond, Steevena’s, and the Meath, in Dub- 
lin ; and the Royal lufinnariesin Edinburgh, 
Glasgow’, and Aberdeen, pr during jour 
years the surgical practice of a recognised 
provincial hospital.” The manner in which 
this regulation is calculated to crowd tlra 
hospitals of London, and to draw off the pupils 
from tJie pravincuil where they 

have equal, if not greater opportunities of 
acquiring professional knowledge, may be 
understood by the fact, that altuougli one 
year*$ attendance is deemed sufficient at the 
iVesiminsiet' Hospital, four years' uttendence 
in a provincial hospital is requited; yet (he 
iresttninster Hospital conlahn only eighty -two 
beds, while some of the provincial hospitals 
contain upwards of three hundred ; still the 
required attendance at ilie Heslmmter Has’- 
pitul is only a fourth of the period required 
at the others; butticoof the four surgeons 
of the Westminster Hospital are on the 
Court of I'ixaiviiners, and the whole four are 
members of the council from which the 
Exammers are elected, 

1356, Is not the winter, of necessity, a 
period more fit for dissection than the sum- 
mer, on account of the rapidity v^ which 
the subjects become unfit for exaimnationl— 

I think not, to ihe extent generally believed ; 
because, with proper care and attention, 
subjf'cts can be preserved with antiseptics, 
for all tife lmrposes of dissection, nearly as 
well in Ihe summer as in the winter senaou. 

I have (his morning seen a subject at Mr. 
Carpue’s, with the muscles still on the bones, 
which has been dissricted upwards of one 
year, and 1 cannot sa^ that it is offensive 
even now. t 

t36t). Before the college passbd the by- 
law admitting only attendanct Vt winter 
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courses of lectures, did ss many pupils attend 
the eumnier courses in l^ondon l-oTbere is a 
difficulty |in answering that question, hecouso 
80 many of those lecturers who leclored in 
winter did not lecture in suinraer. 

1357. But although the same lecturers did 
not lecture in the winter and the summer, 
was the attendance upon the summer lec* 
tures us great as upon the winter lectures ?— 
Greater, at least with Mr. Brookes ; but that 
geniltinan and two others were, 1 believe, 
the only lecturers in tlie summer, 

1358. Was the number of lecturers who 
lectured in the summer less than the numlm 
of those who lectured ii^winter'i— Ear less. 

1359. Therefore, ujion the whole, the 
number of pupils who attended summer lec- 
tures was less ’—It was less. 

136t). Wiien it was equally open for pupils 
to receive certificates for their attendance 
at summer as well as winter lectures, to 
what do you ascribe the greater number at- 
tending the winter courses!— It was a mat- 
ter of greater convenience. 'Ihe medical 
sessions commenced in October, and lermi- 
nated in May, and for many years there was 
only one lecturer to any extent in the sum- 
•*ier, and that was Mr, Brookes, whose theatre 
was always full. While 1 was at St. 
Thomas's Hospital, Sir Asrley Cooper, at the 
end of his course, invariably recommended 
us to go to Mr. Brookcs's during the 
summer season, ‘‘if we wished to learn 
anatomy.” 

13til. Were the other lectures which are 
usually attended by students upon materia 
niedica and physiology, given in the summer 
months!— In sumrner and winter also. 

136!^. You stated, that the pupils receiv- 
ing certificates from various lecturers for- 
merly passed their examinations at the 
college as easily as at present ; does not the 
facility with which they puss depend ns well 
V}*oo the strictness of the examiner ns upon 
the qualifications of the examinee? — Un- 
questionably ; but w ith one or two, or three 
exceptions at most, the same examiners 
formed the court then as at present. 

1303. J)o you approhqnd the examine- 
tions were as strict then as they are now!— 
Thuve f.M means of knowing; thr^emuotbe 
Uu strict. 1 hud no question wliatevcr in 
anatomy prbjiostd to rno when 1 was ex- 
amined. 

In wliat year was thutl— In the 
beginning of tlx* year 1017. 

1.3l>5. Were yon reipfi red the!; to ]rro(‘ure 
certificates !—('cilitii{itcr of tins kind ijno- 
(hichig iwe.la.i to In tiiurs and dissecfioiis, 
without Ktatiijg whete ipe unmer were (iitcud. 
erf or tiie kUcr ‘pfrjtrled. Tl is is the n r- 
rificste, Mr. Cftrpuo jsifoiirm me, which he 
was m the l uott’oT gWin; at that time. 

136r). Imloes not state how irony courses, 
or the lentil of each course!— No. 


1.%?. Do you not consider, that in ons 
respect the present regulations are better 
than tliey were formerly, inasmuch as tliey 
require to be specified the number of courses 
of lectures on anatomy and dissection that 
file candidates for diplomas havo attended ! — 
No ; i thetf are much because they 
compel the student of' iaimt io dewte as much 
time to the sltidti as they do the student ex- 
treme dul/uss, wk? may require a period jive times 
as hmg. 

1368. If the committee correctly under- 
stand the nature of your answer, you would 
not recommend that the time during which 
the pupil has attended dissections should fie 
any qualification ; you would desire that ibe 
knowledge of the pupil should be nsreftained 
at the period of his preseuting Jiimself, by a 
more strict course of examination !— Cer- 
tainly; I would neither require that the 
time the pupil hud attended, nor the place 
tHieiehe had attained his iuforrnutidn, should 
he 8; ecitied ; I conceive that every thhig 
*hoid(l be made tv depend on an efficmit, I’Kac* 
riCAI., PI r, Lie 1 X.VMINATION, 

1369. Are all the private lecturers, who 
DOW give lectures on anatomy or a courre of 
disseetions in London, accredited by the 
medical establishments of recognised hospi- 
tals !— That is a questions 1 cunnot answ er. 
The by-lam hure been altered AStiV Aii'i these 
/re years last past. 

1370. 1 do not observe in this copy of the 
regulations, dated the 5th of January, 1828, 
the same limitations which are fojund in the 
copy duted Eobruary 1826. It is not stated 
in the copy, bearing date the 5th of January 
1828, “That certificates of atienduuce at 
U'clures on luiatomy, physiology, theory and 
practice of surgery, and the perforniauce of 
di.ssections, be not received by the court, 
except from the appoiiiicd ))rofeBSor.s of 
anntomy and surgery, in the Universities of 
Dublin, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, or from 
per.sou8 teai'liiiig in a school connect<-d with 
or accredited by the medical estnblishinrnt 
of a recognised ho.'piia! in one of llie fchools 
of auBtoniv, or fioiii persons being physicians 
or surgeons to any of such ho^pilals!'*— No, it 
is expunged ; and tliecortificatesof a gentle* 
men who is prerent, are now received by the 
Court of Examiners; although they were 
refused by the Court of Examiner* in 1823, 
1821, and 1825. 

1371. Then you Ixlit-ve the certificvtcs 
of ).jivute h ctuierN, altlioegh not accreilitcil 
.»y the loedic'd e-stuhiiylimeutH of liie hospi- 
tals, wou.d he iMiw reci jveil ! — Ves» 

1372. VoHf.iiited, that (his motniitg you 
f-uw a s'lhjt'ci which had been dissecied a 
year n;, o, mid by t!ie uio of antiseptic*, the 
musciefi «(ill remain on the bones ; is lliat 
mode of }iie|niratifln generally known!--! 
believe w ; but the only meiius osod to 
preaerte it, i> comtuon salt. It was at Mr. 
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Carpue’s. He had one auhject also dissected ! ligently attended, during the tem of at leait 
about a fortnight, and in that the muscles | one year, the surgical practice of one of 
and other parts were quite perfect, and al« ; the following hospitals and then follpwa 
most free from Binell, ja list of the London, Dublin, Edinburgh, 

1373. Do you think, that if subjects could I and Glasgow hospilols, “ and twice that- 
be procured in aRufficienl quantity from the ; term in any^ of the ptovincial hospitals, aa 
Continent, and if prepared in the manner ; above described j” the above hospitals, 
just described, they would be fit subjects ’ meaning such hospitals as shall contain, on 
for anatomical purposes I-— Yes ; butlihiuk an average, 100 patients? — Strictly speak- 
we can obtain, without dilSculty, much bet- ing, that regulation amounts to an exeiasim 
ler subjects We, 4 ind without violating any of the Westminster Hospital, although you 
of the feelings or prejudices of the public, will perceive in Regulation 5, it is recognised. 

I believe that not more than from 600 to 1378. How is it that the period of attend- 
700 subjects are wanted in Lomhn for the ance as described by you to be required in 
purposes of dissection in any one year, and the provincial ho|nital.s, iijmir times the pe- 
r consider there are more tljan 1000 un- riodthatisreqairOT in the London hospitals? 
claimed persons wlio die in our public in- — I cannot say ; but the demmui is contained 
Btitutions, such as hos]ii.tals,. workhouses, in the last copy of the regulations, dated the 
and pri.sons, during the same period. If we ,6th of January 18iJ8. The regulations were 
were to rely a foreign source, in the altered in 1827. They then stated, that 
event of a war, the suy^ply would be instan- certificates of a fiao years’ attendance in a 
taneously cut oil', if, on the other band, t provincial hospital would be received by the 
we were to have liie bodies of unclaimed court, provided the pupil had previously 
persons for dissection, we sliould be certain attended two courses of lectures, and two 
of an abundant supidy, and there would be courses of dissections in one of the recognig- 
no outrage to public, feeling, becmiee people ed schools, London being at the lime ihe mily 
are quite iudift’eitiu, aa long as the sub- recognised school in England, g 

^ecta are-* not their own rclutives or friends 137‘). Do you happen to know bow many 
The gi'eal jn-ejudice which exists in ibis patients there are in the hospital at Leeds? — 
country against the practice of dissections, 1 do not ; but 1 should think from two to 
appears to arise from that enactment of the three hundred ; at Manchester there are 
legislature whitdi consigns the bodi' >- of about three hundred. 

MuanKRt asto disiecticn ; also from the dis- l;>80..Are you aware of any reason why 
gusting and filthy practice of exhumation, so much longer a period should be required 
which employs, 1 believe, nearly lOO men, for walking the country hospitals ?— -None 
wlio are continually violating both law and whatever ; unless it be that it is to favour 
decency. the examimers TnFMSELVFs. Indeed it is 

1374. Since the number of pupils attend- generally considered that where there arc 
ing the winter courses, has at all lintea been only a /ew pupils, tl»ey have a better oppor- 
considerably greater than the number of tunity of acquiring information than where 
those attending the summer courses, should there are many. 

you nnticipitale much diminution of the 1381. You think, then, that a snorter time 
scarcity of .subjeds now existing, provided would Le requisite in the country than in 
certificates of the summer coum-s were Liiidon ?— I no. 
admitted? — Certuinly not, if Limd<m still i;3H2. Are you aware of the following be« 
to be the only school of unuiimy recognised in ing the, by-laws of the College of Surgeons 
Ewg/wnd, in London, as long ago as the 26tli of Feb- 

137.6. Should you aniiciputc any consi- ruaiy, 1019: — 1st. Candidates must have 
derable dimitiution of the stiin.ity, if ceiti- j certificates, fiist, of having been engaged for” 
ficates from provincial lectuvers \ve: e ad- five years, at least, in the acquisition of j ro- 
mitted more freely !- -Ceriniiilv, o very ^leat fessional knowledge ; 2nd. {)f Wing r<‘gii- 
diminnlion, if the period of (lacuo'auw on the. larly aiiended two eourses at/ieastof aaa- 
provincial hospitals were rcdtim/ to tho same j lomic^d itetmes, anlaUo me/r moreciiuises 
standard cs that on the liospitais of London, i of surgical leen-n s m Loiuiou, Dublin, 

137(). llmlfT the p^e^ellt regulations, is lidinburgh, or Gla.«gow ! — 1 am aware of 
the period of aitc-nding the provinral some .'inch regulation l uvii g existed, 
courses leijuired to be double that tcquiral , Wliat is the reason for the uifTerent 

to be in the London schools ! — Cerlificui* s ihi-t ng upon which Ahenleen and Dublin 
of nltendance on provinchU Itctures on ana- are pul Irom other eoonlrv hosjiilals f — Icnn- 
torny, are «af admutfd tt/ ; Imt tlio period lutt say ; the Koval liifivmavy of Aberdeen 
of attendance in couniiy iiospitais ou sur- is rei u hi/erwr as ajsLhoul of surgery to nwwi/ 
gied jvructice, is />ur tu/ies us long as that ! of the u .n-ricc;:niW provincial hospitals.*^ 
required in the .I.muIou hosidtals. KliM.. Aie tl o Aberdeen and 

1377. In the regulaiions doted February, | Dublin on the same footing a^boae qf L(m- 
1821), this passage uccuvB J '* Of having di- jdou J—Ves. 
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ON THE PO:TALC1BCVLAT10N in the HOR8F, 
ASS, COW, &Cm and the MANNER IN 
waicil THE FCKTCS IS SUCPOATED. 

^R. Vines, Eiq,, Mr, CclmanU A^UUmt 
at tki VtUrinary Coilfgt, 

In the early part of my anatomical stu- 
dies, on looking into the dilSierent veteri* 
nary works for iufarmation on the subject 
of the foeial eirrulaiioiit 1 found sa little 
stated respecting it, that 1 was induced 
to well investigate the manner by which 
it is effected ; i nd as, 1 believe, no an* 
thor or lecturer has hitlVrlo cortecUy de- 
scribed it, 1 beg leave to hy the result of 
my researches before the profession, through 
the medium of yotir Journal, Mr. Blaine, 
in his “ Veterinary Outlines, ’ and Mr, 
Boardman, in his Dictionary, have only 
briefly alluded to the subject, and appear to 
have taken tvhat iiille they say, from writers 
pn human anatomy.* But Mr. William 
Fefcivali, one of tie latest of our vete- 
rinary compilers, has not even mentioned 
this interesting subject in his “ Elcmeutary 
Lectures Ofrtho Veterinary Art.” Hitherto 
the foramen ovalej in the fcctal heart of tlie 
horse and ass, like that of the human sub. 
ject, has been described ns being formed 
by au o}>ening through tlie partition be- 
tween the right and left auricles of tlie 
heart, and that a valve is so constructed and 
situated, that it allows the blood to pass 
from the right to the left aur.ile, but not 
from the left to the right. 

Now, in the ftetal heart of Uie horse, ais, 
and likewise that of the calf, we certainly 
flod something of this kind of appearance, 
hut it is only when examined previous to its 
being injected ; and if the auricles and ven- 
tricles be injected tlirough the medium of 
the posterior cava (tiie vena cava ascendens 
in the human subject,) and the connexion 
between the auricles then completely divi- 
ded, no foramen oiale, or oitewng, of or,y 
land, is to be seen, ahd if the jiosterior cava 
'be examined close to the auncies, it will 
be found to open into the left, as well as 
into the riaiit auricle, thereby hliowing that 
the blood wl;ich is brought fiom the placenta 
and posterior’'|. arts pf the body, enters partly 
into tlie left, ond partly into the right auri- 
cle of tlie heart, and cunsequenliy tlie blood 


.* M. Biancini, in his communh-vrion to 
the MedicO'Pliysiciil Society of Florence, 
the latest writer 1 iicve met with on Uuk 
subject, (seeiHE Lancit, No. 217, p.2,]l,> 
states, that the blood -veise Is of. the mother 
ftud feetus have an immediate and direct 
eommunicatiom eivdi other; but my 
experiments Ijeve led me to entirely differ 
from him. 


of tlie placenfs, which enters the left auri- 
cle, unites with the venous blood that is 
returned from the lungs by the pulmonary 
veins, and by thus uniting, becomes of the ar* 
terial character, it then enters the left ventri- 
cle and aorta of the heart, 'i hat portion of the 
blood of the placenta which enters the right 
auricle, unites with the blood of tbe ante- 
rior cava, (the vena cava descendens of the 
human siibjfct,)^ and which likewise thus 
becomes ot the arterial character ; it then en- 
ters the right ventricle, from which it partly 
goes to supply the substance of the lungs 
by the pulmonary artery, while the other 
portion, escaping into the aorta through the 
ductus arteriosus, or opening formed be- 
tween the piilinotinry artery and the aorta, 
lecomes united with the blood of the aorta, 
to supply the various parts of the body, ns 
in the perfect animal. The blood of the 
pulmonary artery, after having given off a 
supply to the substonce of tbe lungs, is re- 
turned to the left auricle of the. heart by 
tbe pulmonary veins, to be renovated by 
combining with the blood brought from the 
placeutu by the umbilical vein, and posterior 
cava, 

'I'he blood of the aorta in the fmtus, 
when circulating through the body, like that, 
in the perfect auima), assumes different ap- 
pearances, which vary according to its do- 
grees of vitality ; in the strongest parts it 
appears of a red colour, but in the weaker 
or finer parts it is white, fro^ poasessing a 
lower decree of vital power; the red, or 
stronger kind of blood, is retunied to the 
right auricle of tbe lieurthy the anterior and 
posterior cavm, as in the perfect animal ; 
and the white, or less vital blood, is Teiurned 
by the veins usually termed lymphatics and 
lacteals.f JjeeTiiE Lancet, No, 2114, p.f)9l ) 
The blood of the aorls, which is sent to the 
placenta by the umbilical arteries, is for tbe 
purjiosB of «upj)lyiug the membranes which 
envelop the ftetus, to form the liquor 
amnii, and aUo to carry on the circulation 
of the vascular syRlem of the placenta. 
The umbilical arteries have several termi- 
nations, 1st, in the minute ramifications flf 
tl.e umbilfcul vein, tlirough the medium of 
the chorion and amnion ; 2dly, on the sur* 
face of those membranes, and, 3dly, in tA« 
celhtlar mklanoe of the maternal and jkUU Jior* 
tmtof' tki jiiamta. 

The umbilical veins, on the other hand, 
have difforent origins, first, from the mi- 
nute ramifications of the umbilical arteries 
of (he n emlranci; secondly, from tbe sur- 
face of tboM* membranes ; and, thirdly, /row 
the eelhilar nAtance of the maternal and fettal 
pitriioiu of the placenta. * 

In stating iliat the frierial and venou* 
systems of the fmtut both terminate and 
arise from the cellular substance of the pla- 
centa, 1 am fully aware that it ia contrary 
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to the gen ftVBlly received opbion, wUicU iS) 
“ that neither the umbilical arteries or 
veins terminate or arise from the cellular 
substance of t)je placenta, but that the uiu* 
bilical arteries ramify minutely through the 
membranes, and the fmtal portion of tlm 
placenta, and terminate wholly in returning 
veins, and that these ultimately unite and 
form one trunk, the umbilical vein; and, 
also that tlie uterine arteries and veins 
both terminate and arise from the cellular 
substance of the placenta ; that the uterine 
arteries deposite Wod into tho cellular sub- 
stance, wliicb is absorbed by tho uterine 
veins ; that the umbilical arteries and veins 
rmnify minutely through this oelluiar sub* 
stance, and come in contact with the ma’ 
ternal blood deposited in the cells ; that the 
blood of the umbilical arteries is dark in 
colour, similar to the bleed of tie pulmonary 
artery of the perfect animal ; and that on 
being received into llie minute ramifications 
of tho umhilicnl vein, aKsumes a brighter 
colour, similar to the blood of the pulmo- 
nary veins of the adult lungs; and that 
this is produced by the absorption of oxy- 
gen from the maternal blood of the placeirta 
through the coats of the foetal vessels, 

On minute examination, from numerous 
and repealed experiments, both by injecting 
the parts, as well as by careful dissections, 1 
have t'ouud tliat the cellular substance 
which forms the bond of union bclv^ oeu *lie 
external membrane of the foetus, and the in- 
ternal membrane of the uterus, “ which is 
described* by writers as being divided into 
fofiaiand maternal portions/’ to be composed 
of a minute cellular texture ; that the cells 
communicate freely with each other on both 
sides, that the use of it is to give ovigiu and 
termination to the arterial and venous sys- 
tems, both of the mother and fmtiis of this 
part; that the vessels of the foetus, and 
those of the mother, liavc no direct or irame- 
diato communicatiem with each other, but 
that the umbilical arteries and veins both 
terminate and arise from the placenta, and 
that, on tlie other hand, the uteiino arte- 
ries, as well as the veins, boll) terminate 
and arise from the fmtal, as well as the ma- 
ternal portion of the same placenta. Frt»m 
the fact, then, of these vessels not commu- 
nicating, 1 infor that the action of ilio arte- 
rial and venous systems, both of the mother 
and foetus, are independent of each other, 
that the uterine and umbiticul arteries de- 
posite blood into the cellular substance of 
the placenta, and that the maternal and 
f(Btal blood, after combining, is absorbed 
hy the minute extremities of the umbilical 
and uterine veins, and thus the mother im- 
parts blood to the foetus, and the foetus to 
the mother ; the mother aleo absorbs blood 
from the foetus, and tlie fmtus from tlie 
mother; the blood of the mother likewise 


combines with the blood of the foetus, and 
tliat of the foetus also with that of the 
mother, though not by a direct, but an indi- 
rect, communication of vessels, viz,, through 
the medium of the cellular substance of the 
placenta. 

'J'he blood of the umbilical vein does not, 
therefore, derive its brightness of colour by 
the absorption of oxygen from the maternal 
blood in the cells of the placenta through 
the coats of the vessels, but by the direct 
absorption of the maternal arterial blood 
from the cellular substance of the placenta, 
by minute origins of the umbilical veins. 
77ie blood of the mother thus both excites md 
supports the action the vascular system of 
the fostus; and the vascular system of the 
mother is both excited and supported from 
surrounding objects, as the various kinds of 
food atmospheric air, Ac., which, by enter- 
ing into combination with tlie fluids of living 
animal bodies, produce a live animal matter, 
termed blood, and which, ultimately, both 
excite and support the vascular system of 
the foetus. The excitability or vital prin- 
ciple of the ovum, previous to its impreg- 
nation , exists in the mother ; but, by the 
absorption of tbe semen of the mtfte, it then 
becomes possessed of an excitability or 
vital principle, independent of the mother, 
and this excitability is both acted on and 
supported by the arterial blood of the 
mother, to form the various important or- 
gans of the animal, as the brain, nervous 
system, &c. 

The foetus, therefore, derives Tts support 
by absorbing the maternal arterial blood of 
the "placenta through the minute ramifica- 
lions of the umbilical vein ; this, on cn- 
teriug the liver, posterior cava, and, ulti- 
mately, the left and tight auricles of the 
heart, and there combining with the ve- 
nous blood from all parts of the body, again 
obtains the arterial character, and restores 
it to a proper state to again circulate 
through the body, to nourish and support 
the growth of the various organs, in the 
manuer already stated. ^ 

Royal Veterinary College, 

Feb. 9, 1829. 

P. S. — As a ductus renews ijje'not found in 
the horse or ass, and as the umbilical vein 
terminates in the vena ;)ortamm,lhe blood 
from tbe placenta consefjuently unites with 
that of til? vena portarum, previous to its 
circulating through the liver. 
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LITHOTOMY BY MU. LAWBEKCE, 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


LITHOTOMY. 

jAMTsMAnsH.iet. 53, was admitted into 
Barker's Ward, March 5l]>, labouring un- 
der calculus of the bltidder, for the purpose of 
aubmitting to the operation of lithotomy. 
This is the half year during which ail pa- 
tients coming to this Hospital, aSlicted 
with stone, fall to the care and manage- 
ment of Mr. V^incent. The present patient 
was unacquainted witK any of the sur- 
geons of the Hospital; but was recom- 
mended, by a gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood in which he lired, to put himself under 
the care of Mr. Lawrence. Mr. Vincent 
was accordingly applied to, to permit Mr. 
Lawrence to receive him, and to allow liim 
to be under Mr. Lawrence’s care. After a 
short interral both applications were com- 

{ died with, and he became the patient of the 
alter gentleman. 

The patient is six feet in height, im- 
mensely fat, and must weigh above twenty 
stones. HU complexion is fair, and his 
general health appears to be, as he states it 
has always been, excellent. He came from 
the neighbourhood of Dover, and performed 
the journey in two days, in u carriage lent 
expressly to convey him, by the gentleman 
who wished him to be treated by Mr. Law- j 
rcnce. He.has a wife, but no children. He j 
has laboured under syroptoma of stone for 
about three years; those symptoms have 
gradually become more urgent, and for the 
last fourteen months ho has been bed-ridden. 
He was sounded in the country, and assured 
of there being alone in the bladder. The 
principal pain he describes to be at the 
commcucemeiit of tlie urethra, and this is 
much aggravated on every attempt at mic- 
turition, He voids his urine in small quan- 
tities, and frt‘(jUcD“tly- lie seems to he a 
man of intelligence and reB|)ectabilily; and 
considers himself rather uofavoiirabie for 
the Ojierati ui, hut is desirous of having it 
fierforined, either that liis exinteut (* may be 
madeaklt'e moie lomfortable, or that lie 
may be ehiirely freed from the woes ami 
ilU of ili;s llf'^ Notwithstanding his inor- 
dinate he decbiies himself to have 
bt'eu, for a long poiiu<!, one, of the poorest 
livHs ; that he has never taken any iSiiu;: 
for breakfast, except a little g?oel, eating 
ftfleTwards, in the comae of the day, only 
a small porlicnof dry bread, with occasion, 
•lly « 1(1 tie bacon, a^ul never indulging 
in the use of wines, idak or-spirituoua It 
quors. Except hi.s geueial hesliby appear- 
ance, be exlribita ii;/ii!ng to encourage u 
hope that he will tei over from the opera- 
tion, esjieciaily sliould ihe stone prove to 


be of magnitude, or should any difficulty 
arise in the performance of the operation. 

9. Feels ns usual ; bowels not very open ; 
tongue rother white. Ordered, five grains 
of blue pill every night, nnd half an ounce 
of castor oil every oilier day, extreme irre- 
gularity of pulse of both arms. Has always 
been informed by his medical attendants 
that that irregularity existed. Never re- 
collects having been the subject of illness, 
with the exception of slight attacks, until 
his present disease arose ; never experienc- 
ed any particular palpitation of, or unplea- 
sant aensBiinu about, the heart. 

10. Has a slight attack of coughing at 
times, in the course of the day , but feels l,to 
particular inconvenience from it— never has 
it at night; sleeps soundly ; tongue con- 
tinuing white, but moist. Has been bled 
in the course of bis life from tlie arm, with 
a view to relieve him from headach. Has 
expressed a slight desire to have the opera- 
tion performed soon, sliould Mr. Lawrence 
think right to perform it at all. Mr. Law- 
rence, therefore, not regarding the state of 
the tongue, nor the slight cough, as neces- 
sary to delay the operation, has ajipoinled 
Thursday, (12lb,) nt lialf-past one, for its 
performance, and ordered him to loie six- 
teen ounces of blood from the arm. 

tl. The arm was so thickly covered with 
fat, and the vein, w’hen reached, so small, 
that tlie dresser could scarcely get any blood 
to flow. Continues as usual. The cough 
is not more irouhlesume ; and but little can 
be judged from the condition of tlie pulse. 
Tlie sixteen ounces of blood to be taken by 
cupping from between tli« shoulders. 

Vi. Was cupped yesterday, as directed. 
Is iu good spirits, and perfectly prepared, 
as far as his mind goes, to submit to the 
operation. This morning his bowels have 
been cleared, by an enema. Mr. Lawrence, 
aware of wbatis before him, has got made 
a knife, (Itiizzord’s, ) a staff to correspond, 
and a pair of forceps, all of extra length, 
and consid*’rttbly longer than the longest 
that liave been hitherto used in this Hos- 
piial. 

Ojmiim. 

Notice that tbia operation would be per- 
formed to day wii8 posted yesterday St the 
door of the unatomical theatre, where all 
notices of operations ought lei’iilarly to be 
j>osied. Many praciitioner^ who l ud beard 
of this piitif'iit, ^remarkable lor his exlrn 
depth of pcrineiim and plelhoric condition,) 

} as well an the pupils, being intens^dy anx* 

I ions to wilncits the oneriuion, long before 
the palieut was brought in the theatre was 
crowded to an unusual degree. 

At twenty. Cfghi minutes past one, tlis 
patient was placed on the operation lablt*. 
Four minutes wove occupied in tying snd 
sounding him, and in preparing to make 
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tlie incision. At twenty*eigli#minutes he* sUttketi nerve, regular, bold, Bystemalic pro- 
lore two, Mr. Lawrence commenced the ceedingofthe operator throughout the opera- 
external incision with a double-edged lion, secured to him the greatest admiration; 
scalpel, which was four inches long, and the ultimate extraction of the stone created 
extended deep into the fat below the universal satisfaction, and its enormous size, 
skin; with the fourth cut of the instru- corresponding with the size of the poor man 
inent, he reached the staff, which was from whom it bad been taken, occasioned 
lield by Mr. Earle. Blizzard’s knife was the utmost astonishment. 1 he bringing out 
then introduced into the wound, caitied for- of tbe stone resembled more the extract- 
ward to tlie staff without delay, conducted tion of the head of a foetus by the use of the 
into the bladder, and this was followed by forceps, than of a calculus from the bladder, 
tbe usual gush of urine mixed with blood. In shape it greatly resembled a large lemon, 
The operator then withdrew the knife and rather flattened at the side on which it had 
staff, and introduced the fore-finger of his rested in the bladder ; at one end it had 
right hand, with the extremity of which, ^ a projecting point, similar in size and ap* 
and with the utmost difticulty, he w'as just pearance to that which is sometimes found 
able, distinctly to toucli the stone in the. at the extremity oia lemon, but which pro- 
bladder. Withdrawing his hand, he curried jection was afterwards unfortunately broken 
forward tbe longest common straight for- off in being banded through the theatre, 
ceps beloagingto the hospital, with which Measuring the long circumference, it was 
he used great efforts to enlarge, by dilata* exactly eight inches and a half, and the 
lion and laceration, the opening that had .short, six inches. It was stated to have ^ 
been previously made ; he was, however, as lithic acid for its base, with a consider- 
he declared at the moment, utterly unable able deposition of triple salt forming 
to lay bold of the calculus with lliein, even ; around it. After tbe projection was broken 
when introduced to their fullest extent. He [ oft, and without the small pieces that were 
withdrew them. Pausing for about 10 or 1*2 i nfterwards taken out of the bladder, it 
seconds, he introduced the long straight for- 1 weighed four ounces seven drachms. It ex- 
ceps, which he had got made expressly for I hibited indistinct marks of having been ad- 
the dernier rmort. A fter they iiad entered the herent to the bladder. All present seemed 
bladder, the operator turning them round and i to agree in regarding the manual dexterity 
round, in a semicircular form, and opening ' ofthe operator on this occasion as unequalled, 
and shutting them witli apparently gr ut. but thought the violence used in dilating tbe 
force,cou8idferably enlarged tlie wound, and opening, and pulling out the stone, extreme, 
was then able, by urging them forward as far if not unjustifiable. Mr. Lawrence, how- 
as they would possibly go, to lay hold of the ever, observed in the ward to« which the 
stone. Continued great force, if not vio- patient had been returned to bed, that it 
lence, was k«q)t up in the extraction of the was impracticable for any operator to have 
calculus. Almost immediately on laying removed that stone with a less degree of 
hold of it, it slipped out of the fneeps. force; and that a comparison of the dimen- 
Again it wus grasped; and when it np- sions of this enormous stone, with those of 
neared to have been pulled a considerable the inferior . aperture of the pelvis, would 
way along tbe wound , unfortunately the for- immediatoly satisfy any person on that point, 
ceps slipped oft' it again. A third lime, He stated, that the incision in the prostate 
and without the least delnv, the operator and neck of tbe hh.dder, whatever instru- 
caught it, and at length it* was extracted, inent is used, and howevtn- fieely it isem- 
the° operation occupying, from the com ployed, will not allow the exiraciion of 
raencement of makiitg the incision to tbe stones, oven of ordinal^ magnitude, with- 
extraction, seven minutes and a half. 'I'he out more or less of dilatation and lacera- 
bladder was then injected tlirougli the tion, and that larger stones cannot be ex- 
wound with warm wafer, as a few pieces of traded through the perineum withmit great 
the stone were found to have been broken ff*Tre. In proof that the dilatatjob of the 
off, which brought away u very few frag- wound by the forceps, by wliich this object 
ments. Jbe sioop was next introduced, is effected, is not neceseariU^ery injurious, 
but nothing removed by it. The patient he mentioned to ilmjyrfs that the late 
was then instantly unhoum!, and a small Mr. Mariincau, oHC^ich, who enjoyed 
nuwutiiy of wine and water ndminiHcred ; tlie Idglu H rapitfiitioiufes a skilful litholo- 
he shook hands with Mr. l.iuvtence, ex- mist, always operated with a Hunt gorget, 
pressed his warmest thanks and gratitude, pushing it on into tfe bladder, after he had 
and was carried to bed. cwt '“to the groove of the staff, then carry- 

Frpin the commentment of the operation ing in the fojeeps iV the gorget, mid trust- 
profound silence prevailed, brokmi only by | ing to dilnlaTiou by tbe forceps alone for 
the expression of Mr. Lnwrenci* alluded to; making a sufficient upci tore to allow the 
above, and a few ejaculations on tbe part of j extraction of the 8ton\. 
thepaiitmu The perlect self command, un- The patient was ordered two gralftiol* 
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mde bpiiiM, «hicli be look, end a common 
Hoctus to keep bis mouth moist. 

IS. Two oxlnck, p. m. Is lying on bis 
right side. States that he slept well during 
the night, and a great part of the forenoon. 
He says he feels as well as he could possibly 
have expected, after undergoing such an 
operation ; “It was sharp work, Sir,” said 
the poor fellow, shaking Mr. Lawrence by 
the hand ; ** It was sharp work, my friend, 
indeed,” replied Mr. Lawrence ; “ but you 
now are doin^ very well.** “ Thank you. 
Sir,** said the patient, and 1 believe I shall 
do very well, if I am only allowed to be kept 
qniet ; hat there is a gr eat noise in the ward, 
Which hurts me.” Thef pulse is still irre- 
gular, and much the same as before the ope- 
ratiou. The lougue is white, (but not 
Whiter than bewre the operation,) and 
mdist. The water has flowed freely through 
the around. i 

The sister was directed to keep the ward 
quiet, and not to allow any person to go to 
the patient'^8 bed, except the dresser. If 
no symptoms come on requiring it, the pa- 
tient is to have nothing given to him, except 
small quantities of nourishing food, should 
he wish to take any. Should any urgent 
symptoms towards night require it, then 
give castor oil, and five or seven grains of 
the soap pill, with opium. 

Nine, p. m. At six o’clock the patient 
complained of uneasiness about the lower 
part of the abdomen, and in half an hour 
afterwards nausea, sickness, vomiting, and 
hiccup sujiervened, which have continued 
uutil now. The loop pill, with opium, has 
been given. Mr. Lawrence has been sent 
for to see him, and orders 

Calmelf 4 grains, 

Jakp, 12 grains, immediately. 

And then two table spoonsful of the following 
mixture, to be taken every two hours ; 


Sulphate (f magnesia, 1 oz. 
Carbmate e/ magnesia, 1 drachm^ 
Mint water, 8 ozs. 


twelve o’clock. Part of the above me* 
cine has been given ; but the stomach 
to rejeat every thing. The un- 
symptoms are proceeding. The 
has ordered fifty leeches to 
S trains abdomen immediately, 

* y) be t-aken eyevy three 
I?* Half-past five/, 

1* • pain* m. Having conti- 
^\i?bas list expiid suffered much, the 
. yg distress ^ired. No attemjtt to 

r time they bowels never acted. 

relieved ».s by 

J C' morning of the one- 

kiion* ® 


Examinatim ^ the body eight Kouri after death. 

At half-past one the post-martm examina- 
tion was commenced by Mr, Lawrence, in 
the presence of Messrs. Earle, Lloyd, and a 
great number of practitioners and pupils. 
Mr. Lawrence first made an incision in the 
usual way from the clavicular end of the 
sternum to the pubes, through the skin and 
adijmse substance, and then a transverse 
section immediately below the ribs. A 
bloody, purulent fluid, in amall quantity, 
escaped from tlie cellular membrane con- 
necting the muscles, and also from between 
the muscles and peritoneum. The convo- 
lutions of small intestine in the lower part 
of the abdomen presented very slight tfp- 
poarances of peritoneal inflammation, and 
the peritoneum lining tlie muscles was in 
a similar state in the same situation, but no 
efl^usion had taken place into the cavity. 
Several convolutions of the ileum were adhe- 
rent to each other, and to the fundus of the 
bladder, by old ailhesious of almost tendi- 
nous firmness ; the extent and closeness of 
these preternatural connexions occasioned 
surprise that the functions of tlie parts 
should have been so well performed. The 
liver waff connected to the uiapbrugm by old 
firm udbesious. There was considerable ec- 
chymosis in the lower part of the sheath of 
the right rectus abdominis ■, a slighter de- 
gree in tlie adipose membrane at the sides 
and fundus of the bladder ; and still slighter, 
and quite superficial patches of similar tflu- 
sion were found under the peritoneum lin- 
ing the low er half of the abdominal muscles, 
particularly on the right side. Excepting 
the slight increased yoscularily and the old 
adhesions already noticed, the adominal ca- 
vity arid its contents were natural j the pe- 
rituneum was not even iiifiained in the pel- 
vis, nor where it covers the bladder. 

An incision w as now made along the right 
side of the scrotum to the anus, the symphy- 
sis pubis dividid, and the blodder, with the 
wound made in the operation, and surround- 
ing parts, removed, that the view might be 
as distinct as possible. In doing this a great 
quantity of purulent fluid flowed from the 
cellular membrane around the fundus of the 
bladder, and the different olhftr parts clit 
Uirough. Brnise>s and ecchymosesof the cel- 
lular membraHe immediately in the neighbour- 
hood of the fuuduB of the bladder, perfectly 
apparent. Ihe bladder was long, correspond- 
ing in shujie with the stone, and very naitow 
at its upper part. On laying it open, the 
mucous membrane, in two parts to wdiicli it 
is Bupposi d the calculus had adhered, were 
lorn, us if done in the act of pulling out the 
stone ; three small fragments were found ; 
the edges of the wound into the bladder 
were torn, contused, and ecchymosed. 

Theuielhra next cut open, and this was 
gorged witli coagulated blood. The ptosiatb 
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not enlarged ; neaily but not (jlita separated 
from the membraiuaus portion of the urethra. 
The edges of the wound into it torn, bruised, 
and ecohymosed. 

The kidneys were next examined. Exter* 
nally they presented a light greyish appear* 
ance, somewhat like the kidney described 
by Dr. Bright to be generally found in drop- 
sical subjects. Both rather small, hut not 
morbidly so. On laying them open, the 
pelves, and excretory parts, were unusually 
large. Tlte mucous membrane on the inside 
surface of the right kidney rather vaseular, 
and slightly tuberculoted ^ Utat of the left 
more pale and healthy. 

The heart of an immense size. In situ, 
n seemed as large as a bullock’s. When 
removed, the left ventricle alone was quite 
as large as a common heart. The orifice 
of the coronary vein was large enough to 
admit the little finger. The coronary artery 
perfectly healthy. The lining of the aorta 
of a rich creamy colour. The whole of the 
heart healthy, and exhibiting nothing to 
explain the irregularity of the pulse. 

The right lung slightly adherent to the 
parietes of the chest j but both lungs, on 
the whole, healthy. 

It was concluded, that the inflammation 
of tlie cellular membrane, at the lower part 
of the abdomen, hud been the cause of 
death, that tliis had excited the partial peri- 
toneal inflammation, nud that the violent 
disorder, of which the commencement was 
disclosed by dissection, could not have 
ended otherwise than fatully. 

'i'he extent of the adijiosc substance of this 
individual wus almost inconceivable. On 
dissection it appeared to a greater degree 
than was even expected. Over the sternum 
the fat w’as full two inches thick ; thence 
downwards, and over the pubes, it measured 
five indies from the skin to the bone, 'i'he 
mesentery on being cut through, wos full 
two laches. On the inner, as w'dl os on the 
external, side of the rectus abdominis, the 
fat was amazingly deep. ThI patient was 
the most corpulent that ha.d ever submitted 
to a capital operation at this hospital; the 
calculus the largest ever extracted ; the in- 
struments the longest ever used ; and the 
interest, from the moment of his ndmtitioh 
to the termination of the jmt-nwrlm exami- 
nation, the greatest ever excited. 

Some reason existed, when too late, to 
suspect that the patient had been lahouiing 
under unfavourable symptoms, on Friday, 
about mid-day, when Mr. Lawrence saw 
him, and when he said that he felt well, 
and was going on well ; but that under a 
dread of having to take medicine, he sup- 
preased the true state of his feelings. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHABItE. 


SINGULAR LESION OE THE EVE. 

Louis B., mtat. 2^, of a very strong con- 
stitution, was, on the 2d of January, acoi- 
dentally struck by a whip over the left cheek 
and eye ; although no external wound could 
be discovered, he felt a violent pain, and 
was immediately deprived of the sight of the 
eye, which subsequently beeame inflamed, 
so that it w’as impossible to ascertain the 
condition of the interior of the globe. Under 
an antiphlogistic treatment, the inflamma- 
tion subsided, but%hen it had disEppskred, 
three weeks after the accident, sight was 
not restored. He consulted M. Faure, who 
immediately observed a capsular cataract, 
and after having continued for some time 
the use of leeches and emollient poultices, 
took the patient to the Hdpital de la Cha- 
rity, where he wos examined, and the eye 
found to be in the following state : the cor- 
nea, conjunctiva, and sclerotica, were 
healthy, and offered no trace of any prericua 
wound ; the iris presented, on its external 
part, a transverse division, four lines in 
breadth, from the edges of which, mein* 
brnneus iilomeuts were seen running Ici- 
wards the capsule of the lens. The iris was 
not at all changed in colour, but did not con- 
tract, even in the strongest light; the 
aqueous humour was perfectly limpid. The 
lens was of a milk-white colouf, with mo- 
ther-of-pearl coloured spots ; its circumfe- 
rence was rather irregular, and reached 
almost to the external margin of the iris, 
between which and the cataract, a space of 
about half'o line was uncovered, and formed 
a sort of anifieial pupil, through which the 
I rays could pass to the retina.— La Ctiniqut, 


OnSEUVAlIONS ON MR. VINES* THBOBV OF 
TUE RLOOn. 

To the Editor o/Tuf> Lancet.^* 

Mr. Vines, in No. 272 of The Lancet, 
having denied the hypothesi^liat the bkrod 
is a compound fluid Know througU 

the medium of tllii|p^?uraffl, in what mannet 
that gt‘ntlei'4a*^agiu^ the various secre- 
tions of the body oj^omplibhed, or from 
what source he think/ they are derived. If 
we admit Mr. Vine'^ theory to be true, we 
must blot out Uie loug received opinion, that 
the secretions* are derived immediately from 
the blood, lie further stateit the blood to 
be living animal matVr, capable of aaaum* 
ling either a fluid or ablid form.’* 
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wHle in iti p-ioper yesieU, i&d We do j»<>t|belieTe itiat Mr. ^ 
while Ihe natural heat uni circula^oa are eatahliahea thepoaiti^ 1^ wUhea to prove, 
combined, the blood neyer exiata in a solid the doclrine of ocular adjuitment in most 
form. Again he says, “1 consider the respects is very erioneona. Mr. Day may 
base of the blood to be originally white, and reo^ve his paper on sending to out ottice, 
that it derives ila odoar and <;oa|ulatiQg His note diu not arriyo suftioienUy early to 
properties, from the combination of almos- be noticed in our last number, 
pheric air, wbilst dircnlating through the We , cannot insert yejmrla of cases, or any 

Ittogs.” It is admitted that the h/oikl i|ren- statements of facts, from anonymous corres- 
dered red when eirmlating in the lungs, pondents. 

from the action of the air, hut it is of a dark We do not send any parcels from our 
colour before, and not white. Astoiude* office. J. K., of Liverp^l, must obtain 
riving its property of coagulation from the his supply through the regular channel, 
same cause, 1 shall say nothing, ns 1 iio{>e Laxcets to be forwarded by the coaches, 
Mr. Vines will, st a future time, explain may be obtained at the office, at two o'clock 
|>ore fully, in what manner this is effected, on ’every Friday. Mr. M., of Leeds, will 
He continues, 1 consider that its different probably deem this notification a sufficient 
colours indicate its various degrees of vita- reply to his note, 
lily, for in the strong parts of the body it up* A L'upil of St. Bartholomew's, complains 
pears red, from possessing a high degree of tliat a p&tieut about to undergo amputation, 
vital power; while in the weak, or ffner was on a recent occasion kept ott the opera* <* 
parts, it is white, from having only a much tion table upwards of a quarter of an hour 
lower degree of vitality.” In whnt sense of i before the surgeon made his appearance, 
the expression is vitality to be uodevtitaod 1 j This is too had. 

By wfflhty , is generally understood the life or I “ H. C." on reflection will perceive the in- 
nouridimtfU of a part or parts ; but surely it i justice of inserting an anonymous criticism 
eannot be advanced with reason, that the Un the nuthenticaied alateineut of Mr. i\ 
partSjin which colourless blood circulates, are j “H. M.” It is not necessary to produce 
not equally wourisfccd with t/iosewbich receive ■ articles of apprenticeslrip at the College of 
the same support from red blood. If strength j Surgeons. A certificste of having been en- 
be meant, tbe objections will apjtear evident, j gaged in acquiriug surgical information 

six years is, howem, necessary. 

The following note was accidently omitted 
at the bottom of tbe letter of “ k. Y.Z.” 
page 767, of our last number. “ The old 
ladies deem tlie Linnsean name sufficient.” 
Wc shall be bnppy to reply orally to the 
other question.— Li). L. 

“Senex*’^ A few of the medical book- 
sellers we believe supply tlie weekly medical 
periodicals with great regularity ; but it is 
a trade which is attended with considerable 
inconvenience to them ; hence they do not 
court it. The inferior journulB are generally 
taken to the medical booksellers, by men 
called Hawkers, who receive an additional 
allowance Ti%m the puhliaher. But m wo 
do not think proper to make any such allow- 
ance, this work is supplied in London 
almost entirely by the newsmen, who are 
^ TO CORRESPONDENTS. remaikahle ior both expedition and punetu- 

allity. “Ser ex” may send his order to 

our office . 

As the refit;rt sent tousbr Mr. Thomas , 

Proctor is noi\^q|cily suited to the pages [Other correspotidfiMs must stand over.] 
of this Journal, wjnilll^’jurwmded it to the . ■ 

Veterinarian'.^, ^ — 

Thanks to J. B, fd^* his communication on EttRATA. 

Tic Douloureux ; but'^lhe case whicli he has 

related is not so int^estiiig as that of Dr, Page 729, cot. 1, line S7, for globe, rtad 
Pemberton, the particulars of which lave socket. • 

already beeji inserted in this Journal. .Seve- Page 7*K), col, f^Une 6, from the bottom, 
rulcttSesof Up douloureux have been TeporU4 for 1 1127 , rrod 
as cured by electiiduy, subcarbonate of iron, Page 762, col. 2, line 1 Q, for he has 
lud SMlphaUs of qaifiine. they have. Line 19 for ho is, rend they are. 


A patient of Mr. M. P. Moyle, of 
llelston, has lately passed from the urinary 
bladder several fi agments of a calculus, one 
of which was nearly two4liirds of an inch 
ill lengtl*. This fragment was retained for 
a short time in theuretlira, and was, at last, 
expelled by a violent gush of urine. Tlie 
penis and scrotum were much swelled and 
inflamed. The age of the patient was 73. 
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Lecture JSXI. 

Cure of Ovarian Dropsy — continued. 

Under ovarian dropsy, as observed at the 
close of the former lecture, most women 
sink at last, and this reflection it is which 
leads me to consider whether any thing can 
he done for the radical cure, of this fatal 
and not infrequent disease, lu the Physio- 
logical Researches, you will find, togeilier 
with some other memoirs, a paper on the 
subject of abdominal surgery, in which 1 
have put together the principal facts which 
were then come to ray knowledge, all con* 
curring to prove that it is possible to lay 
open the abdomen more or less extensively, 
not w’ithout danger, for this J would never 
assert, publicly or in private, but without 
necessarily destroying life in the way that 
some of our established surgeons seemed to 
imagine, especially in this country; and 
this principle has now received further cor- 
roboration from furfiier observations on the 
human body, in cases where the abdomen 
has bees laid open, more or Una extensively, 
and where the patients have not died. A 
case occurred in which Mr. Lizars, an able 
and intrepid aurgeoii of Kd in burgh, operated 
upon a women on the other side of the 
Tweed, removing from her a dropsical and 
scirrhous ovary, of which he has given 
drawings. In this operation he laid open 
the abdomen from tlte emfmn cartitane io 
the en'sfe of the pubhCthfi woman completely 
rScovecing afterwards and this case I state 
ill place df many, SI an interestiag illustra- 
^on of tire general |)rinciplc---l mean, that 
it does not necessarily Miow, because there 
are extensive wounds in the abdomeo, tbnt 
desili must ensue. This woman came up 


from the north, and remained a coitsidereble 
time at my own home, when I took occatiod 
to present her to my professional friends, 
who made tlieir own inquiries respecting the 
circumstancesof the operation and its results, 
and had an opportunity of inspecting the scar 
— nor is this the only instance in which Mr, 
Lizars has laid open the abdominal cavity to 
n considerable extent, the patient surviving 
notwithstanding. To lay open the abdomen, 
therefore, not being of necessity, nor per- 
haps generally, fatal, it becomes important 
to consider whether, in a desperate disease 
like dropsy of the ovary, we may not divide 
tlie coverings, and remove the cyst, more 
especially after we have reduced the size of 
tlis tumour by a previous abstraction of the 
v/aterl Now, in some few cases, I have 
no doubt that this operation might be per- 
formed with success ; but 1 wish to state 
it, as my own opinion, that those cases 
are few, and require selection; Otherwise, 
if you go to work at random, you may in- 
flict these extensive wounds upon the ab- 
domen, and may Andy after all, that the dis- 
eased mass cannot be taken away. In this, 
as in all other capital operations, we must, 
of course, consider whether tlie system is 
favourable for the use of the scalpel, nor 
must other points be neglected — some of 
the more important of which 1 may itere 
touch; and, lirst, when you are thinking of 
extirpating the ovary, let it be recollected 
that soiuetimes tltc ovary is not alone tho 
seat of the disease, for the womb, the ovary 
on the opposite side, and the vagina, tOjO^ 
may he affected, the two first not uiRtim- 
mouly; and if you have reason to sus- 
pect that other parts are involved, such 
cases, in the present state ^ knosidedge, 
may be regarded as favourable for 

operation. It iftcolltcted, also, 

when you ar-j"iYMnkin^ of this operation, 
that the cyst may have/oimed extensive ad- 
Jie.dous, and that the/e adhesions may foil 
you. If the adhesionu do not exist, or if 
they are slight, and may be broken easily, 
then, indeed, the cyst may be easily drawn 
fortli and abstracted ; but should it so hap- 
pen that the adhesionsWere extensive, it 
would, I conceive, be i^ossible) so far as 
we know st present) to Ixtirpate the cyst 
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with that degree of safety without which the 
operation would be unjustifiable. It is, too, 
to be remembered, that when the dropsy 
chances to be associated with scirrhus, the 
basis of the ovary utny become broad and 
large, and its removal may become pm* 
portionally difficult-^ large internol wound 
remaining in the abdomen, unless the means 
of contracting it can be devised, the danger 
of live operation must be greatly increased of 
consequence. Nor must we forget, when 
tbinhing of this operation, that much im- 
portance attaches to the bulk of the tumour ; 
if the tumour is very large, 1 will not say that 
you ought toot to rem'^ve it, provided you 
can take the whole away ; indeed, the dex- 
terity and intrepidity of Mr. Liaars, a very 
able surgeon, seem to have set the point 
at rest ; but in the present state of our 
knowledge, I tlnnk it must be admitted Uiat 
the tumoura tlie most favourable for ex- 
tirpation, arc those which contain only a few 
quarts. Again t before we determine respect- 
ing the extirpation of the dropsical ovary, it 
becomes us to weigh against each other tiie 
danger of the operation, and tlie danger of 
the disease. Ovarian dropsy is generally 
fatal, it is true, but not always, nor imme- 
diately ; it may enlarge slowly, it may bear 
repeated tappings; this more especially, if 
the general health is not much impaired. 
Aa the extirpation of the ovarian cyst 
must, of necessity, in the present state of 
uurgery, be an operation great danger, it 
ought, 1 conceive, to he reserved for those 
cases only in which the enlargement is in 
rB})id progress, and the health is decidedly 
on the decline. In obstetrics, every where, 
to intermeddle is bad ; iu obstetrics, on all 
occasions, our operations are an evil ; and 
hence in this, as in every otiier case, it be- 
comes us to ponder duly, whether Uie re- 
medy or the malady is to ba regarded with 
the greater apprehension. When an extir- 
pation of the ovary is under conskJeralion, 
it behoves us to ascertain, clearly, whe- 
ther ovarian enlargement really exist, and 
to decide, moreover, whether the enlarge- 
ment is, on the main, of the encysted 
kind, or a combination of dropsy, with a 
massy schirihus. Now, in many instances, 
the disease is ro obvious, tliat the merest 
novice may f.'tect it; but in some it is so 
obscure, that . and careful investiga- 
tion is required ; nor * it, I cqiiceive, too 
much to assert, t. at of ptuaitiouers, tlie 
obstetricians alone are the best judges 
of this, nor certainly are even these to be 
depended on. unless they possess tl.e re- 
quisite knowledge, dexterity, ami experience. 
1 have beard of a case in which, on laying 
open the abdomen, no tumour could be 
found-leases, and repeatedly, 1 have seen 
iu which the inBt titm of the intestines has 
beeantitakenfei an hyth:!^ ovary; these, 


however, he it remembered, are in most, if 
not all instances, the mistakes not of the 
avt but of the artist— tlie mistukes of those 
who are negligent, or of those who are as 
yet iaexperwBced in this part of practice- 
in some cases the mistakes of those who 
are at once too vain to give their atten- 
tion to obstetrics, and loo forward to re- 
frain, when asked, from giving ©pinions on 
points respecting which they ought to know 
tiiat they are roallyincompetent to decide; the 
bluiidering mistakes of some of your revolt- 
ing and reviling surgeons — of your “ thank- 
God-l-kiiow-nothing'Of-midwifery men” — 
(excuse aSanscrit adjective)— of men whose 
mistakes here might be ]>ardonab!e enougn, 
in consideration of much valuable know- 
ledge which they possess in the other parts 
of the healing art, were it not for an immo- 
deration and exorbitancy of vanity and inso- 
lence, which have not hitherto received, 
before the public, the castigation which 
they very richly deserve. But to return. 
When, with a view' to extirpation, w'e have 
to decide respecting the coiidilion of the 
ovary, it will be of no small help to ns to 
lap tim ovary first, making our observa- 
lions afterwards through tlie abdominal 
coverings; for myself, 1 liavo now been 
repeatedly called on to make observa- 
tions of tliis kind, and from all that 1 
have been able to observe, 1 should infer, 
that tiwy may be instituted with facility. 
So that, to sum up our observations on tliis 
important point, if we have reason to be- 
lieve that the system is favourable for ope- 
ration, and tliat the patient must soon perish 
if nothing be done— that enlargement of the 
ovary really exists beyond all doubt, and 
that there is no grave disease in the parts 
contiguous to the ovary, or no disease which 
may not he removed— that the ovary is 
wholly detached from the adjacent viscera, 
or in good measure, and that it is not affecteil 
with a mossy scirrhus, likely to give rise 
to a broad basis— we may ^ justified in 
operating, provided it be tlie wish of the 
patient; but where these coiiditioai are 
wanting, it may he better to abstain. The 
school maxim ia etaellent here— co^ite im 
fac, if women liave been tapped oftee, or 
if they have suffered much inflammatory 
pain in the ovary during the progress of 
the en!argemiiit,f Ihe case will, 1 fear, be 
found very unfetottrablo for our opeiationi, 
as adhesions are very probable. 

1 have sometimes thought, tli at in ove^ 
riandro])sy of single cyst, attd with encysted 
accumulation of aqueous coosktency, a eon- 
siderahiv palliolidu might, io some cases, ho 
obtained, by merely eutting out a piece el 
the cyst, so as to e»abi« it to evecuAle liM 
contents into tiie peritoneal sac. SappOfis 
1 could not extirpate the ovary, pcovideil 
found the voMeto were imt larger 1 



OVARIAN DROPSY. 


9 

easily femove a small pii^ce of it| say to the 
extent of a crown piece, and after this there 
might be a reasonable hope that this aper- 
ture would not close up again, but that the 
water would be effused through it, so as to 
come under the operation of the peritoneal 
absorbents, with the prospect of an occa- 
sional cure. A lady, the subject of ovarian 
dropsy, was advised to improve her general 
health, and in this view occasionally took 
tiie air in an open vehicle. In one of these 
excursions she was thrown from the car- 
riage, and fell upon a large stone on the 
side of the road. She was taken up, car- 
ried home, suffered a large discharge of 
water through the kidneys, and was en- 
tirely freed from her ovarian dropsy. Cured 
as she was of tins disease, she married, 
and, in the earlier months of pregnancy, 
she died of a retroversion of the Uterus, 
which cbuld not be replaced, when it was 
found, upon an examination, that she had 
laboured under an ovarian dropsy ; that the 
cyst had been burst, and bad discharged it- 
self into the peritoneal sac, and that the 
inflammatioii had produced such a clnmge 
that no further elfusion had taken place; or, 
if any, that on entering the peritoneum, the 
fluid Was absorbed. 

'I’here is yet another practice which may 
he thmight of in these dislresiSmg cases, and 
this consisisin tlie very early’ extirpation Of 
the ovary, for though, in ordinary practice, 
we ought fb delay the tapping as much as 
possible; yet it may hereafter be w'orlh con- 
sideration, whether early ta])piiig be for o a 
large cyst is formed, might not have its ad- 
vanU,(e», performed with all due caution, 
and ail the necessary knowledge. Why 
is it that the ^>domen fills so slowly in 
the first instance 1 Perhaps the first growth 
of the dropsy may occupy six or seven 
months, or even six or seven years ; but if 
you tap ft woman with an ovary of large 
size, in the course of three, four, five, or 
six weeks, she may require the operation 
again. Now there are, as it appears to me, 
two principal causes to which the slow fill- 
ing may be attrilnited--onet-the pressure on 
the exhalabt vessels, and the other the small 
extent of ovarian svirface in the commence- 
ment of(rthe disease; for its superficies at 
first may be of a few squaie inches only; 
but a large ovary, racently tapped, may 
present a surface of many square fee t. N o w 
the wide extent of ovarian surface, and tlic 
removal of pressure from the exhalant ves- 
sels, may, after a first tapping, give rise to 
a rapid t^usioa ; a^d hence, if in cases of 
hydropic otary we pould idway#tap> when 
tuihcmr is no laargaT than a child's heml, 
we abmtld, perhapl, have to lap it often, 
but the patient might not suffer so much, as 
if the ovary were alkwed to grow to a great 
0m, Bm bow etn tUia be done 1 Why , if 


tlie tumour be lying between the vagina add 
rectum, 1 think we might easily accomplish 
it ; nor, supposing our knowledge to be suf- 
ficient, and our caution great, would it, per^ 
baps, be impracticable to effect ell this, 
even when the tumour lay above the brim 
of the pelvis, in the hollow of the ileum. 
For this purpose, might not an opening be 
made in the ^abdominal covering, large 
enough to admit the fore finger* like a ca- 
nula, and might not the point of the finger be 
placed upon the surface of the ovary, so as to 
ascertain that no intestine was interposed, 
and then, when sure that the intestines and 
bladder were not interposed, might we not 
pass a very small trocar through the ope&* 
ing, and into the ovary, so as to evacuate 
the conteuts in the very commencement of 
the disease. Understand, however, clearly, 
that it is not here my design to recommend 
this operation at present ; I throw it out as 
a hint merely, for further consideration. In 
rash hands, sucli an operation might pro- 
duce fatal consequences. In cases ill chosen, 
it might be at once dangerous, and of no use ; 
yet, after all, perhaps, it may admit of im- 
provement; and in a disease so frequent 
and so fatal ns the ovarian dropsy, every 
hint which promises to give greater efficacy 
to our treatment, may deserve from us that 
unwearied and pertinacious consideration 
without which, in these perplexing and very 
deploi able cases, nothing effective can be 
accompUshed ; for, on this occasion, as on 
many others — * 

- - - - » Segeendo in piuma 
In fnmanon si vieh ne sotlo coUre.^’ 
Here, then, are tliedififerent modesof treat- 
ment recommended in ovarian dropsy — the 
abstraction of the w’ater, with the cautions 
before prescribed— the extirpaiion of the 
! ovary in the earlier and in the later periodsof 
its growth — the removal of a circular piece 
I of the cyst, so as to lay open the cyst into 
the peritoneum — and the prevention of the 
dilatation and growth, by early paraoentesis. 
In the present ill success of our practice, 
all these operations ore well worth your 
consideration ; and if you can bring one of 
them to such ]»erfection as to cure S3»fle of 
the many unhappy individuals who now fall 
I victims to the disease, you w ill, indeed, be 
I confe rring an invaluable gqr,;fbn tlm fairest 
i and Ibe least ortViiding, put%f our species. 

Allow me now ♦y ofl’eiVfi few rtmiarks re- 
specting the apontanep'^^s cure of ovarian 
dropsy, the rather deseifving of our attention, 
as the spontaneous aare may be supposed 
to contain within it %lie priucipie of an ef- 
fectual remedy for this disease. 1 have 
already observed that by accidental rupture 
of the cyst, a cure may be obtained, when 
no other knowm remedy wdll remove It. 
The lady Who fell from tlJp chaise, and whaiw 
case bat just been sarraidl, was effecutidly 
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lelieved by rupture of the ovary. A wo- 
man at New York, attended by a practi- 
tioner well known to my friond Mr. Gaits- 
kell, happening to suffer a severe fall, (for 
women art* very liable to this accident when 
the abdomen is large,) she raptured the 
cyst, and recovered, at least for some time; 
h once a question arises whether there are no 
means that we could emplqy occasionally 
to hurst open the|ovary by pressure, however 
applied ; nor is it unreusonahle to sup]K>se 
that, in some cases, if the substance of the 
ovary were thin, it might he ruptured, 
though to suggest the means of effecting 
this, is no easy task. A well-known sur- 
gical lecturer, as I have been told by one of 
his pupils, relates a case wliicli ho con- 
ceived to be dropsy, and which he imagines 
to have been removed by mere absorption, 
excited by mental perturbation, but which 1 
look upon to have been nothing more than 
an ovarian accumulation, cured by rupture 
of the cyst. In this case (as he tells the 
tale) an old lady passing over London 
bridge, alarmed by tlie cry of “ mad bull,” 
made the best of her way into one of tlie 
recesses on the bridge, and jumped hastily 
on to one of the benches; the bull passed; 
she descended, her alarm continued— she 
got home-— a free secretion from the kid- 
neys followed, and the dro))sy disappeared. 
Of this case, it may be said," that the mind 
was exceedingly disturbed, and that the 
absorbents W’ere excited in consequence ; 
hut I think it far more reasonable to pre- 
sume that the substance of the cyst was 
very thin, and that by leaping upon the 
bench in the recess, aropturew’as produced. 

There k yet a second mode in wbicli this 
disease may relieve itself more or less effec- 
tually, and that is by spontaneous opening 
into the intestines. When I was attending 
the wards of this hospital, a woman, of the 
name of Alyers, came liere with on exceed- 
ingly large abdomen ; this enlargement was 
occasional, and the woman got belter, re- 
peatedly, after large spontaneous eruptions of 
water by vomiting and purging. Now 1 
have no doubt that in this case the dropsy 
was CTMrian, and in all probability the cyst 
occasionally opened into the intestines by 
ulceration or rupture, a sort of natural tap- 
ping being peVormed. 

It is said, too,ul.rf the ovarian dropsy has 
sometimes disappe>jred Bpontanecmfcly, wiih- 
otit any obvious catise to wiilch the disap- 
pearance of the disease could he ,'ittributed. 
The puticMit very larpk for a while, ha?, at 
length, been r.greeably surprised to tind that 
she beca:nelfS8 and ieE.s,we('k,aft(*r week, till 
at length she has siirunk away to her healthy 
dimensions., Now, fi'uiie of these cases,! 
fear, have not bet m' dropsy of the ovary at 
all ; they may havqllbeen dropsy of the peri- 
toa«(d aac, or mert^ iotestiual iuflatious; but 


Burns has referred us to cases In which 
it seems uncandid to doubt the fact, provided 
the veracity of the author can be relied upon. 
In these cases, it lias been said that the 
water lias been removed by Ibe absorbent 
action of the lymphatics of the cyst ; but I 
think it more prohahlo that the cyst has 
been of membranaceous kind, and tliat lace- 
ration and effusion into tiie peritoneum has 
been the real cause of tlie cure. 

In concluding my observations on ovarian 
dropsy, let me add the following miscella- 
neous remarks A flat trocar and canula 
diminish much the pain of paracentesis, 
Adhesions of the cyst to tlie abdominal 
coverings are, I believe, frequently indicated 
by soreness felt after moving the abdominal 
coverings over the cyst, and by a sort of 
crepitus, sometimes very distinct, arising, 
probably, from ruptured, adhesive fibres : of 
course the less there is of this disturbance 
the belter. With ovuiiim dropsy a perito- 
neal accumulation, to the amount of two or 
three gallons, sometimes occurs. The pres- 
sure of the ovary is apt to occasion an over- 
charge of the intestines, to he relieved by ca- 
lliariicB, and by laxative injections into the 
bowel. On dissection, I have observed fecu- 
lent accurauluiioiis, in quantity far greater 
tlum had been suspected during life, and 
these may occur lliougli the bowels act 
every other dav. Be careful not to con- 
found the large masses of the loaded bowel 
with l)io.se tuberose enlargements of the 
ovary whicli are the result of dropsy or of 
scirrlius. The encysted matter in iho 
ovary sometimes becomes more attenuated 
ns tapping proceeds. In the twentieth ope- 
ration, 1 have found this raaitei' of more 
aqueous consistency than iif the first. Some- 
limes on tapping the dropsical ovary, large 
quantities of pus, or of some puriform sub- 
stance, are discharged, especially, i suspect, 
if inflammatory symptoms have preceded, 
inflammation of tho diseased mass, after 
tapping, is always to he regarded with ap- 
prehension ; it may destroy suddenly, or 
by hectic cachexia ; yet we ore sometimes 
surprised to Observe how little the consti- 
tution sympathises with the inflamed part-^ 
the inflammation of this diseased mass, and 
the peritonitis of puerperal, exert, indeed, 
very different eflecls upon the constitution. 
It is said that ovarian dropsy has been 
known to disappear after eleclrificat'on. 
In 80 forlofu a case, the remedy may be 
worth trial, hut my faith Is weak. Astrin- 
gent injections into the cyst are, 1 Be- 
lieve, higlily dangerous; but this opiniou 
may requite revision. General inflamma- 
tiou of the cyst in hydrocele (as i learn 
from an eminent surgeoh, and a very excel- 
lent man, Mr. Green) may suppress further 
effusion, even where adhesions fail The 
cases before narrated, seem to prove te 
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the same change may be prfduced by in- 
Hommatioii in the effusive surface of the 
ivurian cyst ; atid I would fain persuade 
myself, that liereafter we may be able to 
produce this inflamiuntion at pleasure, by 
means, on tlje whole, tolerably safe^ Stimu- 
lant injections, and a canulo, or some- 
thing aualagous, left in the wound, have 
beeu tried, but hitherto, I believe, with 
the worst success— beware, therefore. In Mr. 
Chevalier’s case, gallons of matter were 
produced by adhesive inflammation. Would 
the patient have recovered had this been 
drawn off by tapping ! I suppose not ; for 
when the ovary has suitpuraled, and the 
•natter has escaped spontaneously, death has, 
at least sometimes, ensued, and you may see 
a case in ])oint, in Burns’ Midwifery. The 
existence of more than one cyst in most ova- 
rian dropsies, is a great bar to this method 
of cure. Dropsy of the tuberose kind is 
very unfavourable for the trocar, and in these, 
cases more especially, tapping ought, I pre- 
sume, to be delayed till the last ; it is the 
rmediiim anceps potius quam nullum, Kxten- 
sive adhesions may exist, allhougli a woman 
have never licen tapped ; hut 1 suspect that 
repeated tappings tend to jiroduco such ad- 
hesions. 

Other diseases, and not without their 
interest, sometimes assail the ovary •, hut of 
llii.s hereafter. Inflammation more or less 
acute, suppuration, connected or not with 
the puerperal state, enlargt'ments of the 
ovary, with formations of hair, bone.s, teeth, 
extra-uterine gestation, scrofula, spoiigoid 
tumour, sebaceous an'd other substances 
may all occur; and the fallopian tubes may I 
he tlropsicul, scirrhous, afiected with extra- 
uterine. gestation, and £0 on ; but the prin- 
ciples here laid down will, I conceive, with 
a little modification, apply also to these 
cases, so I’ar as they admit of remedy. 
Extra-uterine gestation has been consi- 
dered already ; ovarian inflammation may 
he considered liereafter ; the rest may be 
dismissed without further remark. In ele- 
mentary instruction, too imioh minuteness 
bewilders— ars tonga ; vita brevis. A man does 
not last so long as one of these glass bottles, 
and had need make the most of his time. 

[Here Dr. Blundell showed various pre- 
parations.] 
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We arc authorised to state, 'that the va- 
cancies which bad been found to exist jin 
the Medical Departineiils of the Imperial 
Russian Army and iSJavy, having been filled 
up, foreign medical gentlemen will not be 
receivud hereafter into the Imperial service. 
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CASE OF POISONING BY CHEESE. 

Dr. \VESTRUMn of Eimheck, in the king- 
dom of Hanover, was, on the 10th of Ijo- 
vember, 182C, called to a family, consisting 
of a middle-aged man, his daughter, a girl 
of ten years, and a female relation, about 
sixty years of age, who, an hour after having 
eat;ui of a cheese lately bought, had been 
suddenly seized with symptoms of poisoning, 
as violent colic nnin, vomiting, diarrhoea* 
tenesmus, kc, in bis arrival, he found 
them with the abdomen swelled, very pain- 
ful on pressure, especially in the hypochon- 
dria, the pulse very small and frequent, the 
pupils dilated, and complaining of violent 
headacli, vertigo, great debility, and sick- 
ness ; the rejected matter liad the smell of 
cheese, and was apparently of an alkaline 
nature. An emetic, and aperient injections, 
Were immediately ordered, wdicn Dr. VVes- 
truiub was sent for to another family, con- 
sisting of four persons, who, a short time 
alter, having eaten some cheese bought at 
the same place, had been simultaneously 
uliected with similar symptoms, but in 
greater intensity. Besides the remedies 
used in the first cases, very strong coffee, 
and a solution of horacic acid were oidered. 
After this treatment had been continuedfoL* 
two days, live of the patients perfectly re- 
covered; in the other two, in whom the 
symptoms hud been most violent, the nffec- 
licin of ihe head attained to such n degree 
us to require the ajiplication of leeches, and 
cold affusion ; after about a week, they were 
also convalescent. M. Sertuenicr having 
been requested to examine the substance 
which liad been the probable cause of the 
sym})toms of poisoning, came to the follow- 
ing results : under the continued action of 
alchohol, two different substances were ob- 
tained , tlie one. of a black colour was preci- 
pitated, the other of an oily consistence, 
iiro'.vn colour, astringent, iiausooiis taste, 
and a very penetrating, rancid smejh col- 
lected 0 !) the surface of the liquid; it was 
found soluble in hot water and alchohol, 
cluiiigod th.f colour of litmus to rod,, and, 
when mixed with alkalies, formed a soapy 
mass. The black Gubstance was liquid, in- 
soluble in hot water and alcohol, and being 
submitted to lit at, gaye un extract of an acid 
nature, enseous sliiyl', and containing an 
.ariimoniacal salt, the acid of wbicli could 
not be ascertained. 'I'he mnreratioii of tlie 
residuum in hot alcohol ]»i‘odu(;.ed,nHirst, no 
change ; hut after some time a |reyisli white 
. substance spontaneously precijiitated fronx 
! the nlcohol, which melivd at a slight degree 
of heat, and was also lypavenlly of an acid 
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nature. The three eahstancee, thus pre* howerer, I not ahk to trace the con* 
pared, but especially the two fortner, were nexiou. 

fouud to be verjr powerful poisons ; fifteen At first, I was disposed to trust to pur^a* ^ 
grains of them injected into the stomach of tiws alone, from the /res exhibition of which, 
a large dog, caused a violent inflammation ia chorea, as well as in several other spas- 
of the intestinal canal, and the subsequent modic affections, I had repeatedly wit- 
de^h of the animal. ^ nesscd the best effects. But, in the present 

^r. Wt'strumb regards the deleterious case, though it was found necessary to be 
principle in the cheese as belonging to the giving modmte doses almost daily, and 
class of narcotico- acrid poisons, and attri* though their operation was frequently fol- 
butes its production to the following causes: lowed by a marked remission, yet I must 

1. The milk being furnished by cows, add, that in no stage could 1 perceive either 

which have eaten of poisonous vegetables ; indication or encouragement to push them 
this will, however, be but very seldom the to any thing like the extent which Dr. 
cause, as, under these circumstances, the Hamifton recommends, and which I had 
secretion of milk is gre^My diminished, or myself found so beiieficial on former occtt>, 
even entirely suspended. sious. In fact, it soon became evident, that 

2. The preparation or conservation of the cause was ikef}er seated, and the pro- 

the cheese in metallic vessels. In some gress was rapid. So early as the Bth, meu- 
cases of poisoning by cheese, traces of tion is made of the cen/unctira balk eyes, 
copper and tin w’cre actually discovered in hut especially the left, being suffused with 
it, although but in very small quantities, some puriform secretion, but no inflamma* 
The Gazette de Santd, of 1766, No. ?2, tion, or soreness, and the agitations very 
contains a case of this kind. gr^ftt, affecting the whole frame. 

3. Adulteration of the cheese, especially In this stage, recourse was had to leeches 

with the seeds of liyosciamus, which had several times. Once she was bled to six 
inadvertently been mixed with it, instead ounces, and all with good effect* But the 
of cumin seeds. season when it would hove appeared justi- 

1. Tlie formation of a poisonous sub- fiable to be taking blood in any mode, soon 
stance by the chemical decomposition ol the passed away ; and for about three weeks, the 
cheese, lliis seems to have take place in chief dependence was on a successiou of 
most instances, aud, as is shown byM. Ser- blisters, applied, for the most part, to the 
tuerner’s analysis, did so in those just de* head and neck ; but once or twice to the 
scribed.— /lichiv* arms and legs, though certainly with less 

apparent benefit in tlie two latter situations. 

- - , . Although this sort of practice was repeat- 

edly followed by a striking temporary effect ; 
for instance, on the lOth, the agitations 
THIRD CASK OP CHOREA, Were excessive, uud sfts COM W wot speak; but 

after leeches, and a purge, and a blister to 
Conmunicatedby a Medical Friendto Dr. Har- the head, she had abetter night, and could 
BISON, aid by him to The Lancet. speak, and remained considerably better all 
the next day. Nevertheless it was evident 

It was on the 2d of January, 1815, that I that the disease was fast gaining ground, 
was first spoken to for the young lady, On the 14lh, it required two persons to pre- 
whose case I now send to you. She was vent her being tossed out of bed in the night, 
then thirteen years old ; and here 1 may From this time it became necessary to have 
mention, that it was not till more than her constantly secured by straps. Still it 
three years afterwards, that the. menses first is added that the pupils contracted and di- 
appeared, and then without any particular lated naturally. On the 16th, a worse night 
circumstance. The symptoms of chorea had than ever, with moaning and grinding of 
then been noticed for a fortnight, and they teeth. Pupils considerably dilated, but can 
were so slight, that though 1 was attending tell the hour by my watch, though she can 
her sister at the time, it had not been hardly articulate^ 
thought necessary to mention thpm to me. At this peiiod,w about a week, it seemed 
Indeed they were still comparatively slight, as if the symptoms were kept in check, or 
affecting chiefly the left arm. It appeared, even giving way. She was more composed, 
too, she bad had very 'desultory motions in and could speak belter; hut, in reality, no- 
BilBi arms some years ^before, which had thing was gained. 
ende'4*” serious. She was at tbi.s 24. Asleep now ; skin very cold, but dry. 

time one of her lower raolares, Has complained of coldness, and has vo* 

which I ^0 remark, because the late mited. Had two stools in the night, with* 

^r. Monro reckon the getting of the out being conscious of them, but was quite 
Second set of 5‘rnong the exciting sensible before falling asleep, Wine whey 
c»«s«B of chorea ordered, 'The warmth was tsiigifi 
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witUout difficulty. For a fe^ days she was 
much as usual again, only it seemed as if 
the vital powers were declining, while the 
disorder was more and more firmly lixpd. 

37. Grinds her teeth very much. Sel- 
dom attempts to speak. 

38. Very fretful; does not'givo notice 
wlien she passes her urine. 

21). Agitations stronger, and more unin- 
terrupted. Hoes not give notice of either 
stools or urine, and can scarcely express any 
word. Very little sleep ; still takes food 
well. 

:J(). Very restless night, wdlh loud moan- 
ing. It is difiicuU to give her food, her 
^ongue being drawn to the top of her mouth. 
Appetite eoems to be good. j 

N.B. The silver spoon used in feeding her* 
was literally full of the impre.ssion.s of her ! 
teeth. Indeed, to such a wretched stare was ’ 
the poor sufferer now reduced, with every' 
muscle of the face and limbs in a state of 
almost constant catching, and with eyes that 
seemed nearly tt> have lost all animation, 
very much emaciated, and necessarily strap- 
ped down to a couch, yet. still in some, de- 
gree sensible of her own misery ; that f be- 
lieve there was not one of those about her, 
who would not, have been thankful to see 
her released. But a crisis was at hand, such 
as none of us durst have looked for, ! 

;?). Spoke intelligibly iu the night, de- * 
siring to he moved into bed, which was | 
done, slept two hours, ami was able to take 
a basin of boiled milk, and bread, this morn- 
ing. Much injiamnuttioii on theaacnnn, with 
exmiation. This last symptom had hcf u ob- 
served for some days, hut it was regarded i 
and treated simply as a consequence of the 
violent agitations*; and of her havijig lately 
passed all her evacuations uiuier her. I 
expected it would end in sphacelus, if she 
w’ere not carried oft' by the original affec- 
tion, nor could I for the next two days see 
any encouragement to hope otherwise. 

Feb. 1. More feeble; a very bad right; 
has taken but little food; belly open, 
N,B. This is the first time that the appe- 
tite bad failed. 

About two hours’ sleep ; very ri’stless at 
other times. Two large stools, no way re- 
markable. Blister on head open. It was 
now that 1 prescribed half-grain doses of 
opium, tlie effects of wlich then appeared 
to be particularly beneficial; and as they 
happmd to he timed, probably it was so. It 
will be seen, that after the first dose, the pa- 
tient slept eight hours. Bui tlien ihe dispo- 
sition to sleep had. manifested itself before. 
Again, the report of the fllst must not he 
overlooked ; and the events of the follow- 
daya lead me to ascribe inucli more to 
^Nature, and less to any sort of means, tlian I 
did at the tfme ; however, the following 
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extract from my notes must speak for them* 
selves. 

3. Began to dose yesterday evening 
about six, and slept till eight. Took the 
first dose of opium on awaking, and slept 
till four, but considerable uneasiness tiU 
between two and three, Took a secon^ 
dose at four, lay restlesa till six, and tiiea 
slept till eight, but ruthei uneasily. 

better this morning, and takes food well. 
On pressing the inflamed part, pus camo 
from one of the ulcerated spots in consider- 
able quantity, Pergat. 

4. Hid not sleep so well, but speaks 
with less efbut, and is, at present, lying 
nearly free from ^itali'ui. 

j). Much brttS. Asleep at this time, 
and iu bed, without any restraint. Catch- 
ings nearly gone from face. Was able to sit, 
with s»frfM)i t, jfhr uJt hour U)‘day, \ ory copi- 
ous discliarge from abscess on sacrum. 
N . B. The cpiautity of opium for the two 
last nights is not staled ; probably it wa^ 
two hid^giains each night. 

6. A very good night, from a single 
half-grain. Is at present supported, and 
listening attentively to her sister, who reads 
to her. 

7. Not so good a night, though she took 
two doses of opium. The matter appears to 
come from a great depth. 

10. No sleep till three, v.m. Took 
three half-grain doses. The agitation and 
catchings have not been so well since the dis- 
charge was less. 

* • 

11. Slept till midnight without opium, 
then took a grain, and slept till morning. 
Speaks much better, and in connected sen- 
tences. ^Vas able to work a sum in com- 
pound addition yesterday, her siste.’ setting 
down tho figures. Tumour on sacrum much 
subsided. Discharge ap})ears to come from 
a considerable depth. 

Vi. la lying on the bed quietly, with- 
out being lied ; speaks whole sentences 
almost as well as ever. 

14. Speaks much better, but cannot put 
I her tmgtie out. 

17. A good night. No opium for two 
nights. 

20. Can now nearly put her tongue out. 
Quite free from catchings, and can laise her 
hand to her head. 

22. Is now so tranquil, that she can be 
left alone in tlie room on the couch, without 
being tied. Gains flesh apace. 

24. Can use a needle a little. 

25. Has walked across the room to-day 
witliout support for the first time, but 
awkwardly. Is now' sitting iu an easy choir 
without other support. 

26. Is sitting up reading, quite erect, 
without any support. Walks surprisingly 
better. 
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28, Is sitting up utohg. Can walk from grces, loweT<»r, these indications appeared 
one room to anotlie r without help. to be changed. 

Marchs. Is eitting at dinner, ming a In the beginning of January, 1818, in 
hni/e and fork consideration of the menses not having ep- 

Here end my notes of this interesting peered, electrical sparks aad slight shocks 
case for t/iflt tiwte. She had 'several subse- through the pelvis w'ere directed, and con- 
quent attacks, or rather threatmings, which tinned on alternate days for more than a 
it may be proper briefly to notice. She month, with no good effect, 
continued so well, that after Christmas she February 13. Complaint him much iii- 
went to a boarding-school in the country ; I creased. Liquor arsenical, miu. v, ter in* 
she remained there till the midsummer ! dies. She took this two and three times 


vacation ; but about n week before coming j 
home, which was more than fifteen months 
after the termination of ray former attend- { 
mice, she had some return of ratchings, ! 
chiefly in the left side. JThib attack proved ; 
ratiier protracted tlinn severe. There is a : 
slight mention of it in October, nor bad she i 
ever been quite free from it in the mean- ; 
time, but ,1 know not that she was ever* 


daily for six weeks, with manifest good 
eflect ; but then a cough came on, and it 
was discontinued. 

March 28. It is noticed still n little 
cough, catdiings very slight. Has become 
much more free from ihem, on tlic* whole, 
since she look the arsonic. None uikcn for 
a week. 

From aliout this time, owing, in part, to 


wholly confined by it. It was more like ; my attention haring been puiniwlly directed 
chorea, as it commonly occurs. She fre- to other cases in the family, ami also to her 
(juently walked in the garden, and once was 'being generally able to go about the bouse, 
at the play ; but sometimes the agitations ; aud even to amuse herscU by playing on 
were rather severe, and her .«peech was a j the pianoforte, and to walk out occasioually, 
good deal affected in an cvtniiig., Siie was SI have preserved .’cuy few more minutes of 
apt to get up in the night, appearing not to : ihi.'j case. 

be (juite collected; her temper also was! May 18. Menses appeared two days ago, 
irritable. There is mention more than once : for the first time. 


of hei ei/es being hLio hliot. December 29, 1H19. Wsi.s not so well 

She went to the same school again in without the arsenic, Has returned to it 


January, 1817, where I visited her injagain. 

March, and found her willi headach atj Fehruarv,1820, Took crtrbiHiatft/ij’OJi with 
timss, and face rather fludied, but quite ;i;ceiningn(ivaut<ige, and, in the same month, 
free from chorea. She lisil, liowever, a slight iliad a boil upon one of the lower dorsal ver- 
threatening* of it in April, afu-r which sheUebrm. Cliorea scemcl belle r nficr U broke, 
remained so well, that though she enmo ' Of late, 1 have sehh in sei'u luy young 
home at midsummer, 1 had not once occa- j friend, and possibly she may slill, at times, 
sion to prescribe for her, tiiid she returned ; have some little of tlie catcliiqgs. ^VhcIl• 
to school after the vacation. In October, [ever 1 have made inquiries, slie has told me 
she had another slight threatening, In the | she quite well, and, iudeed, she is hy 
course of the following month I was again ! much the stoutest of the Jour surviving 
called to her, and the complaint had taken n ! sisters. 

diferent torn. | August l5, 1823. 1 have this day seen 

November 13, Pain in the region of the : Misrs A. Her sister told me llie family had 
heart, of a week’s standing; soreness on itfnmj:; /it they perceived some slight appciir- 
pressure; ringing in left ear; aching in left ; ance of catching a little while ago, Imt slie 
arm. Here 1 may remark, that there is, in i spoke doubtiugly, and Miss A. said she had 
tlnsfamily, a peculiar proneness to affection I remained quite, well; she certainly is in 
of the heart, pericardium, and great vessels, very good lu alth at present, 
more or less acute, in two instances alter* { N, B. 1 have sinw learned that she has 
nating with rheumatism. In the present! lately di.'icontinued an issue, wliic.li was sot 
instance, however, tlie symptoms speedily i in Ijer riglit arm upwards of six years ago. 
gave way, and, on the ’aOth, she had noi Respecting the practice in these later 
complaint. ^ ! attacks, 1 have little to add to what is above 

Only four days afterwards, catchings aroj stated. Leeches, cuppings, and blisters, 
again noticed, and this proved one of tl.olofieu g-ave very decidt'd relief. Purgatives, 
moat obstinate attack.?, lhoui;h never very loo, seemed to be more particulaiiy called 
aevere. It resembled a good deal tliatof for than on the former occasions, 01, 
the last year, only that along with the. agi- torebinthin. argent, nitiras, and ferri carbo* 
tation, 1 think there i s for about a month or nas, were- given at different times, but with* 
six weeks, more frequent mention of head- out any visible benefit. Caustics and setoua 
ach.heot, and boating in the occiput. were often mentioned, but there were oh* 
December 19. Eyes arc always blood- jections, or n blister had bceq,appUed on the 
shot, when the blister is closed.* By de- very spot j or while they were in conteMi* 
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she happened to get well without 
tluni. It lins, however, been stated, that 
she had an issue iu the arm, and I do not 
find any mention of the eijes being bloodshot, 
from the time that it was set. Indeed, upon 
Dr. .fenner 's principle of derivation, upon 
which he cured even insanity, by rubbing 
unguent, antimonii tnrtarizat. on the arm, 
possibly an issue in the arm might answer 
os well as one in the neck. If it were not 
foreign from my present purpose, I could 
quote a remarkahle instance, where this 
excellent practice cured a patient of my 
own, of a very puinfu! and obscure visceral 
complaint, b}*- an issue above each knee. I 
ionfess, however, my own views would 
have led me to prefer u seton or issue in the 
neck, /\nd if the case were to come over 
again, 1 think I should insist most strongly 
upon it. lint at present, my object is not 
so much to vindicate the practice, as to give 
n correct statement of facts.— N. B. I ought 
to have mcntioticd, in its proper ydnee, that 
a blister ayqdied to the sacrum yiroduccd no 
good effect. 

U'M\ Oct. Had a sliglit attack of haimate- 
mesis, preceded by syncope. Her .sisters 
llmught she had been subject to i atebings 
for some time before tin* li;vmorrbage, Slie 
was quite free atiny visit, and had no return 
during my allendauce. 

February, .UVJ't. Men.ses return once a 
fortnight. Slie looks pale. Is (juiie free 
from the catcbincs. 

UUh Dec., 1 found iny old patient 
very well yesterday, nor has sli<* Inid any 
calchings, or other symptoms of chorea, 
since my last report. 

Ecmarks dy Di!. IlAttnTSOV. 

The caTidid narrative of the ingenuous 
writer furnishes, 1 think, abundant ywoofs 
of the real source of this dirtlres-sing ma- 
lady. I’iie attendances commenced on the 
‘Jd of January, HM.'), 'i'he young Euf.erer 
had for a fortniglit been sliglilly .alllicted 
with clioren. It kept increasing from the 
third visit lollie fourteeiuh.,; Her ntflictions 
were then so distressing, thsit it hud become 
necessary' to confine her to the l»ed will) 
ligniures. The violence of the disem^e con- 
tinued to the end of ll)e month, wdiem it 
sufft ied at) abatement which, as the writer 
justly observes, no one could have antici- 
pated, Hhe spoke intelligibly in the night 
of January .‘>1, desiring^ to be moved into 
bed, afterwards Bhc slept two hours. 'I'he 
next morning, slm Was able to tn<<e “ a bason 
of boiled milk, and bread.” We must not 
omit, to mention, in this place, that inflam 
mation had been observed for some days, on 
the sacrum. It )»ad increased during t)ie 
last nig’Iit, and was already accompanied with 
excomtioD, ** 1 especud its lerminatiou 
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in sphacelus. For two days, I could see up 
encouragement to hope, though she was cet- 
tuinly easier, and slept better,” The foUow- 
i ing morning, viz. February 3d, her sufferings 
were considerably relieved, and for the first 
time, on pressing the inflamed spots, pus 
came out of one of them, in considerable 
quantity. The medical attendant notices, 

“ a very copious discharge from the abscess 
on* the oth.” He stated,, two days after* 
wards, the matter appears to come from a 
great depth.” On the 10th, the agitations 
and catcliingshave been more severe, “since 
I the discharge was less/' On the l llh, he 
I snys, “ tumour on sacrum much subsided.” 

I Jlafio sijmptomutiffn. — We art led to be- 
lieve, that suppurative inflummalion within 
; tlie lumbar, or sacral canal, was the exciting 
jcuuseof the. painful and diversified syrnp- 
jtoms enumerated in this remarkahle ease, 

; because the enclosed ]'iis hud scaretdy began 
t :) e.scape, before the choroid symptoms suf - 1 
fVred a perceptible rliminution, and after the 
j discharge had continued only a few days, 
j they wholly disappeared, leaving the patient 
; comparatively easy and cheerful. It is 
worthy of remark, tliat on one particular 
day, the discharge being lessened, the agi* 
j talions and catchings were more severe —a 
j proof of some hiddcir conneiion subsisting 
i between the chorea and interior of the 
ihccu. 

I Wo shall, I think, he able to explain the 
! phenonieiui which manifested themselves 
on this occasion, by parsuingtbe anatomical 
distributioM of the spinal nerve*, ftom tlieir 
conimenccinent in the back to tlteir ultitniito 
ramifications. 'I’he voluntary muscles de- 
rive all their nervous energy from the spinal 
marrow, and the involuntary are chiefly 
supplied from the same fountain.* Irrita- 
! tion affrcting any portion of this delicate 
I substani R are occasionally propagated from 
jit to every other, 'I'ac nerves ptoceeding 
j from thence, carry tlie impressions' aim g 
: their Kubdivlsions, and agitate? the muscular 
striiuture, iu which t!)cy terminate, 'i'he 
j chorea was, I think, excited in the arms 
I through the axillary p!exu.scs, and in the 
.lower extremities, by Jiieuns of tlje cnnal 
i nerves. 'J'he same reasoning will explaia 
the other })Iveuoiupna, under which this 
patient, suffered, Ono of the, svni])toms 
was a inirirorm secretion, with sufiusion in 
both eyo’^. Afterwards the jmpils were 
considerably dilated. Still she. could tell 
the hour by a watc!). hi subsequent altacks, 
mention is made more than once, of her ey’ps 
being bloodshot. 'Fhe same symptom is 
again noticed iu the report for December, 
jai?. 

Due of the complai.ats afflicting Miss 


, * Sec Dr. Harrisou’s Essay ou Spinal 
j Diseoscs, &c. 
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Borcl), wliose case is already deieriljied, irai 
InftamraBtioD of tbe opaque cornea. l%ough 
tshe bed frequent returna, while walking 
tHout, the horinontal position wae icarceiy 
oommeneed before the ophthalmia left tier t 
and though several years have intervened 
liaoe her restoration to good health, it has 
never returned. 

In another patient, with a large gibbosity 
between the shoulders, the eyes had been 
n source of uneasiness for several years. 
The sight was always weak. The eyes 
were often inftamed, and the palpehrm gene- 
rally became glued together in her sleep; 
Ibis young lady found her vision improve 
as the distortion abated ,(v The inflammation 
also left her during the treatment, and the 
palpebral no longer cohered. 

I have already explained the nervous 
communication between* some parts of the 
eyes and the spine. In order to account for 
' the symptoms just enumerated, we must 
take into account that the eyes are supplied 
from different sources. One poition of the 
ophthalmic branch of the fifth pair unites 
with a ramification of the third, to form the 
ophthalmic ganglion. Numerous fibrils, 
called ciliary, issuing from 'it, run to the' 
eyeball. Having pierced the sclerotic coat, 
they creep along between it and the choroid, 
to supply the iris. Other branches of t)»e 
same nerve proceed to the palpebra, tunica 
conjunctiva, and lachrymal gland. Hence 
it follows tliat, inasmuch as a direct inter- 
course subsists between the rpina! nerves 
and the fifth pair, also mediately through 
the great sympathetic, the subacious glands 
will be disordered in their secretions, the 
tunica conjunctiva will also, occasionally, 
inflame, and suppurate, in spinal maladies. 

“ On the Idtii, the pupils were consider- 
ably dilated, but she can tell the hour by 
my watch.” Such is the complicated struc- 
ture, and 80 various are the uses, of the eyes, 
that no fewer than five pairs of nerves are 
distributed upon this curious organ ; each 
is endowed with its peculiar ofiice ; that of 
vision is performed by the second or optic 
nerves. As the was little impaired, 1 
conclude that branch of nenes did not 
soffer in any coiisideruhle degree. Indeed, 
loch an exem{>iioo might have been antici- 
pated, because these nerves have no ana- 
tomical connexion with the spine, or great 
sympathetic. Not so the iris; itis.f»rni8h- 
ed from the fifth pair, and therefore, when 
that becomes affected, the pupils are liable, 
from that cause alone, to be prelematurally 
expanded or contracted. 

During the paroxysms of pain she grated 
her teeth, and gnashed them together, with 
force enough “ to indent the silver SjmoJi 
used in feeding Her.” As the jaws and 
teStb are supplied from other divisions of 
tlie fifth pair of nerves, the remarks for- 


merly made regard to the eyes will apply 
equally to these latter symptoms. 

Ihe writer adds to this melancholy train 
of symptoms, " every muscle of her face 
was in a state of almost constant catching.” 
So extensive were her sufferings, tliat ail 
the voluntary muscles were subjected to the 
uncontrollable influence of a powerful ex- 
citation. 

Besides the parts of the face already men- 
tioned, it is supplied with nerves from the 
5th and 7th pairs. Having spoken of the 
former, we need not enlarge upon the de- 
tails. A branch of the latter, culled peg 
anserinus, or nerv*:pf expression, anas* 
tamosea freely with the spinal nerves pi 
the neck, and under the jaw; it is through 
this branch that the countenance suffers so 
distressingly iu apioal complaints. Persons 
familiar with these deformities have little 
difficulty in ascertaining their presence, or 
in jud{;iug pretty correctly of their magni- 
tude, by merely seeing the visage. 

In early' life I uccideutally met with a 
young lady, who Itad a considerable gibbo- 
sity between her shoulders, llurke’s chi- 
valrous description (tf the in. fortunate con- 
sort of liOuis the Sixteenth was strictly 
applicable to what I belu-ld. “ It ns now 
sixteen orscventcen years,** lie observes,* 

since 1 saw the Queen of France, then 
the dauphiness, at Ver.saiUe8, and surely 
never lighted on this orb, which slie hardly 
seemed to touch, a more delightful vision, 

I saw her just above the horiaon, decorat- 
ing and cheering the elevated sphere she 
just began to move in, gUtiering like the 
morning-Riar, full of life, ami splendour, and 
joy. Oh! what a revolution! and what u 
heart must 1 have to contemplate, without 
emotion, that clovalion and that full.” 

More than twenty years passed away 
before my second interview. Never can I 
forget the changes which disease had 
wrought in this fascinating beauty. Not 
only were the lilies and roses faded, the 
eyes had loiit their lustre, and the face, 
which beiimed with animation and enchant- 
ment, was become languid, contracted, and 
funowed. The clear and bright tints of 
her complexion had been exchanged for a 
dull and muddy hue. She was moreover 
feeble, and almost worn out, at tho eatly 
age of forty. This is by no means a solitary 
instance of tlie kind. These premature spo- 
liations are of frequent occurrence among 
the fair sex. and have been often noticed. 

“ .10. Difficulty in giving food, the tongue 
being drawn to tlie roof of the moutli.” It 
is alleged, in the report for peb. Uth, that 
'* she cannot put her tongue out of her 
moutli.” Tiiis organ, so useiul in modulat- 

• Burke’s Reflections on the Revolutit^ 
in France. 



CONSUMPTION. 


811 


gsoundfly and in deglntillon^ia aupplied 
itli its ueives from the otb, the 8th, and 
;li pairs. These several nerves, being 
ich of them joined anatomically to the 
)inal nerves and great symjiatUetic, were 
lade to accord, and to participate with 
hem, on the present occasion. 

1K9. “ Stools and urine involuntary, and 
luconsciously discharged.*' The close con- 
lexion subsisting between the bladder, rec* 
am, and spine, has been already explained.* 
iometimes distortion of the loins occasions 
inly deterioration in the fiecal and urinary 
iecretioos, but 1 have known it produce the 
‘Dtire loss of feeling, and of tlie expulsive 
[jollity in both. Examples v^’ill hereafter 
l>e given of this most calamitous failure in 
these functions, and of their perfect resto* 
ration, by rectifying the spinul column. 


WESrMINSTEll MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday, Murcli 14, 18^9, 

I)r. SuMEnviiAE in the Chair. 

HtSlDENCli IN A TAN Y AUD, AN Al.LEOEl) 
UEMEUY TOU PULMONAIIY CONSUMPTION. 

Dr. Dodd road his promised paper on the 
exemption of tanners from phthisis pulnoon- 
alis, and the eflicacy of the aroma of oak 
bark in the cure of that complaint. It stated 
that his attention had for some time been 
directed to this subject, which he believed 
was, in great measure, new to tim profession, 
tlmugli, vulgarly, the businessof a tanner had 
long been regarded as particulorly healthy. 
The result of his inquiries was, tliat tanners 
enjoyed a peculiar fieedom from consump- 
tion, and that this exemption w’ua to be 
traced to the nature of their calling. The 
following circumstance had first drawn his 
attention to tlie subject. He had had a 
patient, a weaver, twenty five year.s of age, 
who was suffering under all the symptoms of 
phthisis pulmoiialis; symptoms which were 
60 marked, that he only thought of miti- 
gating them, nut curing the complaint. 
He treated him accordingly, but at the 
end of three weeks the man suddenly 
quitted his residence, and wenthe knew not 
wliere, Twelve montha after, he met with 
him again, and then found he had become n 
tanner, because, as the man said, “ Tanners 
were never affected with consumption.” I’o 
the truth of this the man’s apiieurance bore 
considerable testimony, for instead of a con- 
sumptive patient, he was then a strong, stout, 
healthy man. This case prodused a conside- 
rable impression on his (Dr. Dodd’s) mind, 

* See Dr. Harrison’s Essay, See., Case 9. 


and after weighing the importance of th# 
facts, he proceeded to institute the followings ; 
inquiries. First. Are tanners more exempt 
ffrom consumption than other meni Secondlyv 
To what cause is such an exemption to tie 
traced! Thirdly. Con this cause be extends 
ed, as a remedy, to all consumptive patients t 
'I’lie answer at which he had arrived to the 
first inquiry was nifirmative *, for after most 
extensive observations of his own, aided by 
the concurring testimony of others, well 
qualified to furnish him with facts, he had 
not discovered one unequivocal instance of 
the dcatli of a tanner from pulmonary con^ 
sumption. As Bermondsey employed the 
largest number of fanners in the kingdom, 
his chief inquiries had bc^en directed to that 
place. The lestimony of Mr. Steney, a resii* 
dent practitioner, was, that for thirty yean 
he could not remesa ber a death from this 
cause among the tanners ; nor could Mr. 
Castle, during a practice of twenty-three 
years. Neither did the hospitals afford a 
single case. Tlie tanners themselves saidj 
the disease never occurred amongst them. 
I'bere w’ere about seven hundred tanners at 
Bermondsey; of these, perhaps, five in 
every hundred died annuiiUy, and, according 
to the usual calculations, three out of these 
live might be expected to die of |)hthisU 
jiulmonalis. In- Mr. Steney’s practice that 
; would have given him ninety deaths of this 
complaint ; yet not one of \the medical men 
knew of a case. He (Dr. D^^Twas persuaded 
tlie same held good in other ploces. He had 
met butwith three instances to ihb contrary ; 
one in Scotland, one in London, and one in 
Devonshire ; and each of those was compli- 
cated with other diseases. 

Dr. Dodd then proceeded to show that the 
families of tanners, especially the females, 
were not equally favoured, — that those who 
lived in the neiglihourhood of tan yards 
were remarkably free from consumption, — 
that tanners being taken from the lower 
ranks, w’ere as liable to disease as other 
operatives,— that their exemption from con- 
sumption exi.'ited in spite of the low, damp 
situation and exposure of tan yards,— and 
that their moral habits and mode of living 
W'cre on a par with those of other men. As 
to the immediate cause of this exemption, be 
thought it was the aroma wliich arose from 
the bark, which aroma appeared to him to 
be a compound'substonce, of a pungent, acid 
nature, possessing antiseptic properties, 
with a tendency to heal pulmonary tubercles, 
and fortify the lungs against disease. 
But the most im]iortant part of the subject. 
Dr. Dodd thought, was tiie possible, aitifi- 
cinl employment of this aronini for the cure 
of phthisis pulmonalis ; and he had accord- 
ingly contrived an apparatus for cominuni- 
eating it to the lungs, it consisted of a oc^k 
with a close cover, having bellowc beueatlti 



tQmiDuiiicating with a tiu tube, by which a occupation (iT tannefS snfficient to account 
atream of impregnated air might be evolved foi their exemption from disease, 
and breathed b)' the patient. This subject Mr. Green had impressions in favour of 
li now submitted to the consideration of Dr. Dodd’s theory, and related two cases 
the society, expressing his] feeling, that if in wliich the atmosphere of tan yards had 
ihere were any just grounds for his views, been efficacious. Tlie latter, which w'aa 
the question was a most important one, and elaborately detailed, and highly picturesque 
that in an inquiry into it, at least fifty un- in the incidents, greatly iirterested tho 
successful cases ought to be thrown into younger members of the society, and much 
tlm scale, before a final decision should be amused the seniors. The subject of the 


given against the facts in favour of this 
specific. 

The CiiAinMAN inquired whether the 
wages of the tanners were such as to allow 
of their enjoying .^nany comforts, and 
whether they were at a^ dissipated men. 

Dr. Dodd said that they earned fifteen 
shillings a week, and that they were rather 
dsssipaterl than otherwise. 

Mr. Hiadoue expressed a strong opi^iou 
.ngjiiiist the views of Dr. Dodd ; during con- 
siderable opportunities for forming conclu- 
sions, he had not arrived at one single in- 
stance of benefit being ohtuiued from ex- 
posure to the tanning process, lie thought 
it very unlikely that an alniojpherc so dilut* 
ed with tl\e astringent particles of the bark, 
could he of any use in the complaint. '1 he 
liuid applied externally might be a specific 
for ulcers. 

Mr. BiNCfiAM thought that the supposed 
effects might he due to tl>e aiuiscpticl 
qualities of the putrid skins. Butchers and 
glucraakcrs were very free from consump- 
tion. Tiie occupations of tanners in the 
open air were favourable to liealth. 

I\Ir. lIiNr considered, that though the' 
aroma might heal pulmonary ulcers, it might i 
not cure the disease. He did not think | 
butchers more exempt from it than other 
men. Did Dr. Dodd think the aroma pre- 1 
veuted the development of ulcers, or cured 
them when limy appeared. 

Dr. .Toiinstone thought that theorists 
very easily found facts to support their doc- 
trines; but did not so readily discover those 
that wore against them. Ao man, perhaps, 
was less likely to be bigoted to an opiinon 
than Dr. Dodd ; hut human nature was the 
same in all ages urn! countries. He did not 
agree willi Dr. Dodd’s views, and thimglit 
them ill supported hy facts. The average 
fatality of consumptive patients was one in 
four and a iudf, nut three in five. 

Dr. Mh.ligan could not agree with Dr. 
Dodd. Tli- re were other things in the oc- 
cupations of tanners beside s the aroma, suffix 
cient to preserve them in Ijcalih; he had, 
however, so.me public jiatienls on whom Dr. 
Dodd might make some exptyinu'nts with 
ais appuratus, if he chose. Ihere was, 
how'ever, little iiope for snub persons, when 
tubercles or hectic fever liad once appeared. 
Dr. S’ftWAiir considered the general 


case was a sylph- like young lady, with a 
pink blush, and all that delicacy of form and 
feature, which usually distinguish tlie con- 
sumptive patient. She had particularly 
excited the worthy member’s attention, 
from lu r daily w'alks in a tan yard, ifi^o 
which the window of his back room then 
looked. Her appearance still forced itself 
upon his memory ; and he wa.s rejoiced to say 
i she derived great benefits from these visits. 
(Much laughter.) 

Mr. Bl'hne'it ridiculed the idea of spe- 
cifics in consumption, and especially sati- 
rized the attempts to cure it by exposure to 
the atmosphere of cow'S, as attempted by 
Dr. Beddocs. He thought Dr. Dodd’s 
paper very deficient in facts — the only true 
basis of a theory. As for consumption, wlmt 
Ovid had said of love, might as appropriately 
he put into the mouth of tlie consumjitive 
patient: “Heinii/ii/ giml phthisis, uullitest me- 
dicabilh h^trbis” Specifics were absurd. Bub- 
lic attention had been lately much drawn to 
a new' one, He knew n case in which it had 
[been tried, It consisted in an application 
rubbed on the chest; the patient went oii 
using it fur three weeks, tlien got worse, 
and then died. This was one of the many 
unsuccessful cases which had never been 
publi.shed. 

Dr. Grecory thought the statements of 
Dr, Dodd were very important; wlience, 
however, hud Dr. Dodd drawn his conclu- 
sions as to the deaths of tanners at Ber- 
mondsey! The records of benefit socicUes 
were the only projicr source. 

Dr. Dodd, in general reply, reiterated 
his opiiiious, and alluded to a case in 
whicli a man, who took to the employjnent 
of tunning bark, was cured of consumption 
in three months. He also knew a gentleman 
who resided near a tan yard, who was in- 
vuriiihly affected if lie left the neighbour- 
liood, but who, on his return, found relief, 
even as soon as he w'as within ten yards of 
thejiits. His estimates had not been de- 
rived from the stewards of benefit societies, 
but from medical practitioners. He should 
pursue his inquiries, however; and the 
Ciiuirman having hoped the subject would 
be nmevved on the next evening, if there 
were uo otlier topic of more importance, the 
meeting adjourned. 
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LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Monday, March 16, 1029. 

Thomas Callaway, Esq., President, in 
tUe Chair. 

Indiiclm of (t nevp President, and other Offl- 
cers — Tite Non-Fever Case— Insufficiency of’ 
the Registrars Minutes— Inaccuracy of the 
Report in The Lancet — General Meeting to 
take into consideration the Question of Re- 
porting— -Vote of thunks to the late Officers— 
^ IHssectmi—The Melanoid Cases, 

This being the first meeting of the Society 
after the celebration of the fifly-sixih anni- 
versary, Mr. Callaway, the newly-elected 
president, took tiie chair. It is the first 
lime that the chair has been filled by a sur- 
geon OB president, since the formation of 
the Society. New inembers of the council, 
treasurer, secrotary, &c., have been elected 
since the Society met, a fortnight ago. 

The President, on taking the chair, ad- 
dressed the members thus : — 

Gentlemen, — It is impossible for me to 
take possession of this chair, without thank- 
ing you, in the warmest manner, for the 
honour you have conferred upon me, in 
electing me to fill it — an honour I appre- 
ciate, and trust 1 shall ever be sensible of. 

1 fear, however, that, in thus electing me, 
you have overlooked many other indi 
viduals, who are much bolter qualified to 
fill it. This honour 1 A el the more, 
when I look around me, and see many in- 
dividuals who were, among ray earliest and 
best friends ; bt-CitU-M*, by tliat circumstance, 
the appointment is rendered the more 
Haltering. As far as legaids myself, 1 am 
convinced 1 shuU be deficientiu those quoli 
ties that have dislin^uLlu d many, if not all, 
who ljuve filled ibis chair before me ; but 
whatever those deficiencies may he, 1 Jiope 
my attention and zeal will be as much as 
you can expect, and certainly a.s much as 1 
can pay. With respect to the 5?ocie(y itself, 1 
am happy to say it a|ipiaiB to me, there is 
but one point on which all its UKunbers do 
not seem agreed. Peeling that this So- 
ciety, as the parent of such insiituiions in 
London, bhould be distinguished and sup 
ported in the best possible manner, 1 hope 
you will all render me your ..assis tance in 
making and inainlaining it what it ou jit tu 
be. As fur as 1 shall be able, 1 shall he, at’ 
all times, glad to do every thing 1 can, con- ' 
ducivc to that object, 1 am conviuied that 
nothing tends so much to benefit us in our 
views in cur profession, as to huvo frequent 
meetings. Young ns 1 am in expeiience, 
it bus taught me, the more we meet the 


better shall we support our Society, and the 
more shall we show our respect for our pro- 
fession; whenever difieiences of opinion 
arise, frequent meetings, and frequent 
cussions, will assuredly lessen them. 
far as 1 am personally concerned with ttd« 
Society, I shall, 1 hope, imitate the example 
w'hich so many individuals, who have filled 
this chair, have left me ; but it would be 
wrong in me, now, to make professions, and 
therefore I can only hope, when I have the 
honour of meetipg you at our next anni- 
versary, my conduct shall have been such ns 
to have secured your approbation, and that 
will prove my highest reward. (Mucli ap- 
plause.) t 

The Rfoistrau read the Minutes of the 
last meeting : he ahso rend minutes of 
what took place respecting the transfer of 
offices, &c., loRt Monday, from which it ap- 
peared that Mr. Grcville Jones dtdivered 
the oration at the anuiversury dinner, and • 
that Dr, Stewart w-ns chosen to deliver it at 
the next anniversary. 

Mr. Howell rose to make some observa- 
tions on the case lately bvonglit before the 
Society by Dr. Johnstone. He hud seen, in 
the last printed report of the Society's pro- 
ceedings, that Dr. Ilamadge bad said, (in 
contradiction of Dr. Johnstone’s statement,') 
that the patient, in ipiestion, really had 
fever, and that he (Dr. llamadge) received 
information of this from Mr. How’cll, Dr. 
Ilamadge had also siuied that Mr. Howell 
was presentin the Society, He (Mr* Howell) 
wished it to be understood, that l>e knew 
nothing of Dr, Ramadge, He W'ls not 
aware of any other Howell being in the 
Society but himself, and he could assure the 
Society, that he had made no communication 
on the subject, nor had 1 e evor heard of the 
case until it was brought before the public 
in the manner to which i»e alluded. 

Mr, Gossett, however unwilling he was 
to com[»lain, felt it his duty to object to tlie 
imperfect mauncT in which the Kegistrar 
had taken a minute of the cases he liad re- 
lated to the Society a fortnight a"o. VVhva 
ho did himself the honour of lelufng the 
particulars of those cases, he regarded them 
as of some interest and imj'orlunce ; tliere- 
foic lie could not help tliinking the lUgis* 
Irar tiught to have given some leport of them 
on this occasion to the Society, whereas, 
ill fuel, he Ini I given none. Wlmt made the 
tiling worse v. us, lliat he had taken a pretty 
full note of remarks maile by Air. Tyrrell 
and others against ilie oasoa. This was very 
little encouragement to Members to take 
the trouble of collecting and dciailiiig facts; 
for, in iloingMxis, they incuned considerable 
risk, ns their cases were recouled in a 
garbled state, the ojduions of others against 
them being given, while the real facts were 
withhiTd. 
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' fJw BsoiSTRiit felt BOTTy forKisor&ii- 
skm ; but the reason was, that the cases 
ettmmunicated to the Society by Mr^Gosset 
it:m mi by him, at very considerable 
lehgth, from written papera, which were 
ifmrwardB retained in the poBseBsioa of tiie 
iuthor* When cases were rend, it was not 
cuBtomary to take minutes ab fnlly of them, 
ts jl the particuIaiB were detailed orally. 

Mr. Gossett considered this a 'rery sin- 
gular explanation; for, in this new, it 
seemed an easier matter to copy that which 
M Said aa it was read, than tliat which 
was deKrei?ed e^emporaneously. 

The IUgistuah was Milling, totlie utmost 
of his power, to meet the wishes of the So* 
ciety in his mode of Ukipg minutes of the 
proceedings ; but this he found not very 
easy, for one member wished a full, and 
another a very curtailed, note to be taken. 

' Mr, Sheahly thought, tliat when mem* 
bers rmd cases -to the Society, it would be 
much better for diem to Ifava ibeiF papers 
with the Registrar, for him to take copies 
at his leisure. 

The Ph ESI dent was of opinion, that if 
all members were to follow Mr. Gossett’s 
plan of communicating the particulars of 
their cases to the Society, it would prevent 
*a great deal of time being consumed, by 
gentlemen rising to put questions, the ne* 
cessity of which would be obviated, but 
whicli often necessarily followed oral state- 
ments. . 

The R^isTnAU, in a short time after- 
wards, found that he had taken a more full 
note of Urn particulars of Mr. Gossett’s 
cases, than he had read, and which lie tlien 
tool; the liberty of reading over to the So- 
ciety. 

Mr. Gossett immediately rose and said, 
that what had hi^en just read so much re- 
sembled tliat which appeared in The Lan- 
cet, that he should consider it either had 
been copied from The LANcrr.or that the 
report in The Lancet had been made from 
It. Id ffKt, the two refiorts were word for 
Word, and were calculated to convey an er- 
roneous impression. In the first place, it was 
said, that they were “ cases of what he (Mr, 
Gossett) C()n«Wr«d malignantluraours," as if 
he had had some dekiM upon the subject. 
iMore PSpeciaUy was this made to appear, by 
M r/lyrrell having actually thrown out doulrts 
ti to the nature of the Second casd. In the 
next place, the subject of one of tlie cases 
was represented to be “n young lady,” 
and afterwards slie was " the girl,” wherCas 
the Society would recollect that he had 
Styled her MiVtieiw, tetat. 11. Re feltiiright 
to make this repreflentation, in order to cor- 
rect tbfe error that had been fallen into, ns 
k would be a very unjileasynt thing for him 
to have it circulated, that he had been re- 


moving eyes In cases in which it had not 
been necessary. 

The Registhar observed, that as fuiilt 
had been found with tlie report of the cases 
in The Lancet, as well as with his minute 
of them, he would only take the liberty of 
hoping, tliat when gentlemen next md 
cases, they would take the tiouble of leav- 
ing their papers with him. 

The Repouter would not have addressed 
tlie Meeting, had it not been tliat the accu- 
racy of his report in The Lancet was 
called into question. For many years he 
had been in the constant habit of report- 
ing ; lie was perfectly competent, if necea/ 
sary, to report every word that passed in 
the Society ; he had also been accustomed 
fo report,' in a condensed shape, the sub- 
stance of meetings ; he had no feeling but 
that of impartiality and accuracy, and he 
insisted upon the report in The Lancet 
being substantially correct. 

Mr. Gossett. Had he not Lad the papers 
still in bis possession, from which he read 
the details .of his cases, from the confident 
maiiner with which the gonileman who last 
spoke had addressed himself, he (Mr. Gos- 
set) sliould have been inclined to doubt )iis 
own understanding. He h«d distinctly 
stated, that in one of the cases the patient 
lived eighteen monllis after the operation ; 
that in the other, it was two years since the 
o})eration was performed, and that the pa- 
tienti up to this lime, wus pi rfeotly well ; 
neilljer of these facts appeared in the re- 
port in The Lancet, and this, with the 
other impel ffidious attending the repurtof 
his cases, much surprised him, recollecting 
the usual accuracy of the reports in that 
puldicarioi). 

The llEPORTEn W’as uhout to make ano- 
ther ohservation, when 

The PnKsi nF.Ni intimated that he thought, 
parlicularly as the subject of reporting was 
what he might call suh yridiee, it might be 
as well, that this discussion should not be 
prolonged, 

I’he Reporter was by no means auxiouti 
to prolong it. As to repening, he Was eer* 
tain that Mr, Woktey would Ibel very glSA 
to have the question Set at rest ; and he 
was imthbrised by Mri Wakley to state, if 
the Society said reports Shotiid not be 
made, another sylleWe of its proceeding 
should never appear in the pages of The 
Lancet. 

Mr. Shearly thtwight the subject of 
rejiortid^ ought to be set at rest; it Wai 
due to ell that it slitoUld be so, end he WouNI 
take upon liimself to ftiore that a gffneri^ 
meeting should be celled for the purpose df 
having the subjeot fully dkeussed end 
setllnd, 

Mr« Ibid thet the ittbjeoC w^ 



MR. JONES’S ORATION. m 


left in the liands of the Pr^fedent by the 
'Council, for him to dig|^ose of* 

Dr. Ryan surely thought it due to the 
Members of the Society, tlisl they should 
hnve somethiug definite on the system of 
reporting, either from the President, Coun- 
cil, or somebody else. 

The Presidejjt having looked at tlie 
rules, found it was competent for him to 
give notice, which he accordingly did, that 
on Monday next, at eight o’clock, a general 
meeting would bo held, for the express 
purpose of taking into consideration the 
subject of reporting ; as he was, and should 
continue to be, very anxious to put a stop to 
^ery thing like a digression from discus- 
sions on Strictly professional subjects. 

Dr, Walshma m moved the thanks of the 
Society to Dr. Shearman, for his late very 
tible services in the office of President. 

Mr. Kinodon had great pleasure in se- 
conding this motion, and moved that thanks 
should be returned to him, for his very ex- 
cellent conduct as tlieir late Treasurer. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Dr. Sheahmaw appreciated the honour, 
and only wished that he had been better 
able to discliarge the duties which devolved 
upon him. 

Dr. Siewaht moved the thanks of the 
Society to Mr. Greville Jones, for the abi«: 
Oration he had delivered on their anniver- 
sary, and that that gentleman should be 
retiuested to ]>nnt it. 

Mr. Gossett seconded the motion. 

'1 he resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. JoNts believed it was not customary 
to assent or dissent to the latter part of this 
motion, until it ws\b again mentioned to the 
orator by tlie Council, In his oration, topics 
were introduced, not of a political nature, 
but upon which many of the most highly 
respectable heads of the jirofessiou enter- 
tained contrary opinions ; and if he were 
oft'-)innd, at the request of the Society, to 
publish this oration, the public w'ould re- 
gard those topics as sanctioned, and the opi- 
nions as adopted by the Society. Under 
thesa circumstances, he begged to say no- 
thing moi'e until lie should hear again from 
the Council on this subject^ aivd should the 
request be again rejvealed, to have the ora- 
tion puhliahetl, he trusted the consequences 
would be previously well weighed. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The PRE8it»ET»T drewtbe attention of the 
Society to a petition which laidon the table> 
for the sigttotures of members, to be pre- 
sented to Parliament, on the subject of dis- 
Sfotion; and, St the suggestion of Mr. 
Sbearly, directed the Registrar to send it 
round to all the Memhera’ houses, who had 
aoi signed iti for tUeu tigastarosi M t&cU 


periods ts would be most likely for them ta 
be met with at home. ; 

Mr. SHEARLY thought it highly imporliikt 
that the petition Should be presented foitll* 
with. If the bill Mr. Warburton lately 
broiight into the House of Commonsyhii 
passed into a law, he (Mr. Shearly) should 
himself hare been able during the last few 
days to have delivered over one body for 
dissection. He wos decidedly averse tb the 
disinterring of the dead. y 

Mr. Gossett made a few additional ob- 
servations on his casd^S) and exhibited the 
preparations. He was still of opinionitiiat 
the diseases were malignant, and that no 
exhibition of mefeury would have re- 
moved them. 

Dr. Williams introduced for discus- 
sion, in ahsetice of a better subject, Febris 
Infantile Remittens, which underwent a 
desultory discussion, and the Society broke 
up. • 


CASES OF rKTF.RMITTENT FEVER, IN WHICli 
BEfeEDlNO WAS EMPLOYED IN THE COLD 
STAGE. 

By John Mackintosh, M.D., Lecturtr on 
the Practice of Physic, S^c,, in Edinlnirgh* 

(Concluded from page 781.) 

Case 40. — Malignant, shivering inter- 
mittent, wdth hiccup. Stay in.the hospital 
from 7ti» to tlie evening of 8th July. Au- 
topsy ; arachnitis, gastritis. 

Vincent Cola Paolo, of Rimini, mt. 40, of 
a good constitution, residing at Homa 
Vecchia, entered the hospital on 7 th July. 
Had been attacked with a paroxysm of fever 
on the previous evening. On the morning 
of the 7th, bis state w'bs the following: 
liands colder than tliose of a dead person ; 
pulse 108, small, contracted ; hiccup regular 
ij:iir.s returns, foikteen times in the mindle ; 
position BU])iue ; sighs drawn easily ; answers 
pretty correctly, he exper^nces pain in the 
regioq of the liver. In the evening tlte fit 
declined, and the hiccup disappeared. 

On tlie morning of the 8tii complete re- 
lunfi of senses, and natural expression^ 
which, during tiie paroxysm, assumed that 
particular aspect which characterises those 
labouring under the fever ; but the hands , 
have always an icy coldness, which extends 
half way up the forearm. According to his 
own account, he is not aware of their being 
cold \ but on placing them on his heUyj bS 
at once becomes sensible of their coldness; 
he t|ieaks Ss in th;; state of health. At 
nine o’clock, his appearance became at if 
besotted ; he readied with hesitation and re* 
luctance. Has «h inclination to aigh* H# 
lay OB tlie sidi,^tb the legs bcBt npw th« 
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^pmen; the Ht commenced, tbe cold 
gmnedupon the trmvk, respiration t^eame 
i^rt, , some tendency to hiccup j in short 
J^ died at three in the afternoon, with the 
flyCidpeu, He took some bark during the 
vpfxma. 

Mimkation afltr D«atk.^-OeneTal injec- 
tion of the srachnoid, which is thicker than 
natural, red, and as if doubled by a songui* 
noln^t false membrane; the vessels dis- 
tributed upon the circamvolutions of the 
brain are engorged ; tlie stomach is. mitch 
inflamed in its pylo^c halri the rest of the 
intestinal canal healthy. 

Case 41.— MalignanUJ-shivering, inter- 
mitteut fever. Stay in the hospital from 
the iuoruing of the lllh to the eveuiugof 
the llSth July. Autopsy; arachnit|8i gastro- 
enteritis, splenitis. 

Angelo Doniii, of Milan, mt. $5, weak, 
Ijmtpiialic constitution ; preparer of maca- 
roni. On the oliiJuly, 18i22, he entered 
one of the., grottos of Monte Testaccio, 
when he ex}»eriyncetl a general sense of 
cold, which he attempted to shake off by 
drinking seven or eight glasses of wine ; 
but could not, however, warm himself. He 
then felt a great weakness, which was the 
predominant symptom during the six days 
previous to his entering the hospital. llis 
state had so little of a decided febrile cha- 
racter, that, according to his account, the 
medical man could not tell him if he had 
had the fever. He had a sense of general 
uneasiness ; took an emetic aud a purga- 
tive, and returned to his work ; hut ihe 
general state of disease aud uneasiuess in- 
creasing, as likewise the weakness, on the 
11th of July, in the morning, he came to 
the liOftpital of Suiut Esprit, on foot, sup- 
ported by a man on each side of him. Being 
arrived in the fust ward, wliere I first saw 
liiin, he seated Jiimself upon a form, and ap- 
peared to feel iil. lie let himself fall down 
upou the right bide, but the expression of 
his countenance was not that of a person 
fainting. Therfi^S’as something in the mo- 
tions of his head, of his eyes, resembiing 
those symptoms produced by drunkenness, 
aud not that want of power occasioned by 
the cessation of the motions of the heart. 

was supported merely, and recovered ; 
be W'as then enabled to ascend more than 
lliirtv steps, in order to reach tiie clinical 
ward. When in bed, the following was his 
coiidition ; pulse fre<iueiit, weak ; leinpera- 
ture.of thighs, legs, liands, and arms, cold; 
tongue moist, and not red. He w'as able to 
give a history of his previous slate, never- 
theless he begged the physician to question 
his companion, who accom|>anied him to the 
hospital, for, although he had neither de- 
lirium, nor coma, nor syuc^^pe, he apjseared 
»o confused, so little m^ilter of bis ideas, 


that he declftied to give any account of jt. 
All he assured us of was, that he had never 
had the fever. He has not been to stool 
since the purgative ; in the afternoon he 
was twice ill. 

Evening. Pulse scarcely percepubhs 
great pain, eilrLMuities cold, the left hand 
more so than the right ; it is of a livid co- 
lour. Temperat-reof the belly, of the chest, 
almost natural ; face pale, delirium, agita- 
tion, inqiiietude. Decoction of bark, 
extract of bark, Iheriaque, a a. 5ij. ; laud, 
liq. auod. camph, emuls. a a. gr. xx* ; blis- 
ters to the thiglis. 

12tli July. At half-past one in the morn- 
ing, sweat general, copious, but cold, iti 
the morning at the visit, weakness always 
the same; pulse iusensible at the arms, 
which are cold, os also the tliigiis ; tiie 
belly is a little warmer, but it is also below 
the natural temperature ; pulse at the tem- 
ples 114, Tire blistered surface pale, uo 
water under the epidermis, which remains 
only detached. He has lost no part of his 
judgment, but manifests a tendency to 
drowsiness; complains of uo pain; tl»o 
belly is not tender on pressure ; the j»rinci- 
pal ailment is great weakness. Blisters to 
the arms ; bark j. in the wine. 

A little later, return of the same symp- 
toms, alteriiating with delirium and drowsi- 
ness ; general sense of cold intense. Died 
at half [>ast five in the afternoon. 

ilulf an hour after ins death, the body 
was wanner than dm iiig life. 

Examination f/im hours q/kr death, — Sto- 
mach highly inllamed between its great cur- 
vature and the pyh>ru|, Intealiues pre- 
senting traces of inflammation in soma points. 
Spleen soft and pulpy, liver healthy, old 
adhesions of right lung. Before opening 
the cranium, the ht-ud was separated from 
the trunk, when there escaped by the occi- 
pital foraraeu a great quantity of bloody se- 
rum. Injection of the arachnoid in its mi- 
nutest ramilications, but a little more o.i 
the left tlian on the rigiit side. Great i*u- 
gorgemeiil of the vessels distrihutedou the 
circumvolutions, more marked o» the left 
side. Grey substance of the brain, of a 
pale, rather Uiau of a deep hue ; choroid 
plexus pule ; serosiJy between the circum* 
volutions ; brain of a soft^eonsifiteuce. 

If any other iustances were wanting to 
prove the ineflieucy of the ordinary 
treatment in severe cases, th«y will be rea- 
dily found in contemplating tho following 
table of results, witich befid one of the 
finest armies w'hich Great Britain ever sank 
from her shores, and which went to VVal* 
chereii on the .olh July, 1809. The dis- 
easoswere intermitting and remitting fever*. 
The men did not die from want of bark, and 
there never was a finer medical staff ; the 
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^€mb«rs of winch displayed the greatest j ordinary treatment. In these cases the re- 
zeal and talents, and many of tliem fell vie* i action of the system cannot fully dev6lo|}e 
lims to their assiduity.* ■*" ’'* '* ‘‘ -.1*4-1. 

From the facts already detailed, I think 
I may safely draw the fallowing conclu- 
mons 


1. I need scarcely say that bleeding in 
the cold stage will not necessarily produce 
death. 

That this practice will sometimes cure 
the disease ; at others it will prove bene- 
ficial by breaking the chain of diseased ac- 
tion, and rendering the subsequent po- 
Ipxysms milder and milder, 

3. That bleeding in the cold stage has in 
almost every case cut short the cold fit, and 


itself, in consequence of the extent to whieli 
iulernal congestion has taken place, and 
which this practice will remove. 

b. That it may be used with safely iri any 
climate where the cold stage continues long 
and threatens danger. 

6. That bleeding in the cold stage k, at 
all events, more successful titan in the hot 
s^e, or than in tlie intervals ; for although 
1 have often selih bleeding used in such cir- 
cumstances, and with advantage, by miti- 
gating unpleasant symptoms, yet I have 
never known the ^bsequent paroxysm pre- 
vented by it. 

7, The practice may be adopted in the 


prevented the subsequent stages of the pa- ; first stage of all fevers, 
roxysm, sd that the hot and sweating stages ' 8. Jf these cases possessed no practical 

are saiveil. It seems to ojierate by antici- ; merit wljutever, they promise to be prbduc- 
pating the natural efforts of the con^titu• Utve of great advantage to medical science, « 
tion, removing the internal cingesdon, and by destroying the very foundation of tlje 
restoring the lost balance of the circulating ! erroneous system of Cullen. -T'lie doctrines 


system, 

4. That It promises to be most service- 
able ill severe autumnal intermittent^ ; and 
more particularly in the pernicious and ma- 
lignant fevers, as tliey are termed, of Italy, 
Holland, and other marshy countries, which 
aro well known to be very fatal under the 


upon wl^ch this system is founded have, to 
this day, bewildered old and young in the 
profession, who think and act only under 
the nod of authority. Cullen's system has 
been a great bar to all improvement in me- 
dicine, uud is the principal cause of the 
backward state of pathology in this couutiy. 



Ofiicers. 

Men. 

, lotal. 

Embarked on .5ih J uly, 1809 • . • . 

, 1,7:18 . 

.. 37,481 . 

.. .39,219 

Of these, there W’ere killed in actkui 

. 7 , 

.. 99 . 

106 

Died on service 

. 40 . 

.. 2,041 . 

.. 2,081 

Sent home very ill • . 

. iiO . 

.. 1,869 . 

.. 3,879 

Deserted to the enemy 


.. 84 , 

84 

Discharged 


.. 26 . 

.. 26 

Of these, there returned liome with the army .« . 

! 1,671 . 

.. 53,373 . 

• . 3."),044 

Of which number w'ere sick, on l.st Feb., JKIO . 

. 217 . 

11,296 . 

.. 11, .61.3 


nirFEnr.Nr KFFErr of fokson on carttivo- 

ROUS AND JlElUJlVOROt'S ANIMALS. 

PftOFESsoR Maykr, of Boiiii, found lately, 
by a aeries of experiments, that the extract 
ofeoHaWo myrlifolia (myrtle-leaved sumach) 
has a poisonous on emmvorons ani- 
mals, an effect similar to that of the acrid 
vegetable poiions, and particularly of menia- 
permum coculus (coculus indicus.) It was 
only known by Sauvages and Pujade, that 
the berries of that pliut, usually called the 
tree of tanners, from its use in the auuih of 
France, had a poisonous power. It W8.s 
mentitmed also iit the Jeurnttl de Chiinie 
Mcdicale, September, 182r, that the infu- 
sion of folia senna* parv. (senna) with n 
lew leives of coiiaria myrtifolia, pro* 
duoed the death of a man, who was drinking 

No.m. 


a great deal of that infusion. The. symptoms 
that Dr. Mayer observed in animals that 
have been intoxicated by the extract of thar 
plant, are shortly, .salivation, vomituriiioii 
(^even if the extract is only applied ext^^^* 
nally,) vehement convulsions, which idl 
the animal by exhausting all his net ona 
strength, because, in the agony, the convul- 
sions become Blight; the pulse anf the 
respiration very weak and interrupitd, the 
animal grows quite cold, and dies quietly. 
It is yet remarkable, that a largi dose of 
I the extract of the above pluyt has no 
mortal, or even sensible, effect on heibi- 
vorous auimala* e. g. on rabbits; the extract 
may be given to them to swallow, or may 
be applied by a wound of the skin. Dog«», 
and other carnivorous animals, recover by 
vomiting the iniroducM into their 

stomachs* ^ 

s'b 





#10 MR. WARBCRTON^S BIL^. 


THE LANCET. 

Layuhn^ .Sa<«r*f«y, 3/fl<*cfc 20, 1839, 


and anatomist?, wliicli the eiecuUve gotei^ 
ment has so long suffered to exist. Go* 
vernment is already, in a great degree, 
responsible for the crime vhich it has 
fostered by its negligence, and even en- 


It has been objected to the measure which couraged by a system of forbearance •, for 
Mr. Warbiirton is about to bring under ; connivance at a violation of the laws is 
the conaideration of Parliament, that, hke ■ always pregnant with danger, and can never 


the bill for the removal of Catholic disahi- j be justified, on the part of the slate, by the 
lilies, it is the result of intimidation. The j plea of expediency, ainte, if it he expedient 


Lord Advocate declare^ thi^ti mdeaa the that a law should be evaded, it must be ati# 
Legislature adopted some measure for sup- more expedient that it should be altered, 
plying the BchooU of anatomy with subjects But, now that the dreadful oonsrqumicei 
from an unexceptionable source, no man of this negligence and connivance have 
^ could take upon himself to say, that there been made manifest, by bow much would 
would he no renewal of the atrocities re- the responsibility of the Government be 
cenlly committed at Edinburgh; and Mr. increased, if it were to neglect the means of 
Peel, however disinclined to legislate on this preventing a repetition of crimes, against 
subject before the crimes of Burke and Hare the commission of which thore exists no 
had been detected, sealously insisted on sufficient security, so long as t!ie dead body 
the necessity of providing an immediate of a human being is made un article of 
remedy for the existing evils. Burke and mercenary traffic. 

Hare, therefore, it is said, are the real To prevent the murder of tlie living for 
authors of the measure, and that which the sake of the pnee at which their corpses 
would never have been sanctioned by the may be sold, should be the first object oftlio 
deliiieralive wisdom of Parliament, is about Legislature in devising a remedy for the ex- 
to be extorted from its fears. We have no isting evils. This object may be effected 
doubt that the dread of a repetition of the either by suppressing dissection altogether, 
Edinburgh atrocities Las had a powerful or by legalising the dissection of unclaimed 
influence on the minds of many who are bodies ; and we are not aware of any other 
now for the first lime disqmsed to support way in which it can be effected. Whether 
a measure for facilitating human dissections, it would be possible to suppress dissection 
and why, we should be glad to know, is so altogether in this country, .is a question 
just and well-founded a dread of conse- whicli it is the less necessary to consider, 
quences to be stigmatized, as an unworthy as it seems to have been conceded on all 
tement in the calculations of a legislator, hands, in the discussion on Mr.WAitBOii* 
n^vhere would he the merit of insensibility vok's motion, that such a question could 
to he danger 1 The fear which impels notfor amomeutbeen^ff^ined. Anatomy, 
men *0 avert evil, is a wise and salutary it was admitted, mult'Tje protected and 
fear, and it would have been well if this encouraged, and as dissection was necessary 
L'&r hiui been manifested and acted *upon to the due prosecution of anatomical studies, 
before sir.een human beings had faHenvic- it followed tbit the practice of dissectioii 
time to the supboness of the Government must be protected, and, under due regUln- 
and the Legnlalure. It required no extra- tioirs, encouraged. In tleit House of Gem- 
ordinary sagacity to foresee, that the worst mens no opposition bfkS been made, or seems 
consequencas must inevitably result from hhely to be made, to the principle of 
Ure system of vi;affio bet iveenresuTreotwaisti Mr, Wsrsuhtor’s bill | but the iitfisttxo 
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been strongly opposed in some of the 
public journals, on the score of the outrage 
which it is supposed to offer to the feelings 
of the community, We have already slated 
that we should cousider the measure most 
objectionable in principle, if unaccompanied 
by the repeal of the clause in the act of 
Cko. II., which makes dissection a part of 
the punishment for the crime of murder ; 
and we have admitted that the bill involves 
some degree of hardship upon the poor, 
which is inseparable from the difficulty of 
legislating on this subject. But, admitting 
that no legislative measure for regulating the 
practice of dissection, can be wholly recon- 
ciled with the feelings of tlie community, is 
it a sound conclusion that the practice of 
dissection should be suppressed? If the 
appropriation even of unclaimed bodies to 
the purposes of science be a measure too 
shocking to humanity to be tolerated, there 
is no alternative but the suppression of 
dissection. After the horrors disclosed 
at Edinburgh no man in or out of Par- 
liament, we presume, is prepared to say 
that things may be suffered to go on as they 
are, or that it would not be highly criminal 
in the Legislature to neglect taking some 
decisive step, for putting an end to the traffic 
between resurrectionists and anatomists, 
>Ve have never been wanting in zeal to 
promote the interests of medical science, 
and we are most anxious to see due facilities 
afforded to the study of anatomy, and to the 
practice of dissection ; but we cannot take 
so ultra -professional a view of the question 
as to suppose, with some contemporary 
writers, that dissection is one of those ne- 
cessaries of tbo^ ifctal systent, of whicli the ! 
Legislature could no more out off tlie supply | 
than it could put down the practice of dining, j 

“Detestable and dangerous/' says a 
writer in the Rsuiew, “ os is the j 

cherJWter of tho|e men, (the resurrection- j 
isti^,) detestable and odious as is their trade, 
still both must be tolerated, unless some bet- 
ter mode of obtaining subjects be devised. 
Dissection must be practised ; the wants of 
the community imperiously dam and it, an4 


always will demand it ; society can no maro 
go on without the supply of subjects for the 
anatomist, than it can goon without the 
supply of corn for food.’' 

Arguments of, this extravagant descrip- 
tion never aid a cause j by attempting to 
prove too much, the writer proves nothing. 
It is not true, that the necessity wltich exists 
for the practice of dissection is a necessity 
of such a description as this writer repre- 
sents it, nor can there be any doubt that it 
would be practitable for the Legislature, by 
dint of severe penal enactments against the 
purchasers, as well as against the vendors of 
dead bodies, to render the practice of dissec- 
tion so hazardous, as nearly to effect its sup- 
pression. And if there were no other way 
of putlifig an end to the traffic between 
resurrectionists and anatomisis—if there 
were no other means of putting down an. 
organised gang of thieves and burglars, and 
protecting the lives of the public against 
assassination, can any man, whose view of 
this question is not distorted by a professional 
obliquity of vision, doubt that the Legis- 
lature would be justilied in* submitting to 
the lesser evil, for the sake of accomplishing 
the incomparably greater good? Happily, 
the substantial interests of the community 
are perfectly reconcileuble with the progress 
of medical scienoe, and with the encourage* 
ment which is justly due to the study o) 
anatomy. If provision be made for the 
decent interment of all unclaimed bodies, 
which may be devoted to dissection, and^ 
one of the most serious objections to,^® 
principle of Mr. Warbuhton's bil^ 
removed by the repeal of the clause*^ 
act of Geo. 11. , the measure, if nofwholly 
palatable to the people, will at we 
trust, be ucquiesced in, as onf which it 
not only called for by the iemands of 
science, but which, under /existing cir- 
cumstances, is best calculate arrest the 
progress of crime. Non 'pivfessional writers, 
who contend that the demand for subjects is 
occasioned rather by the decline than by the 
advahoe of anat^tnical science ; and that if 
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liivere not foi llie indolence and ignorance 
of modern students, anatomy might he 
learned from written treatises, without the 
’' jtraclice of dissection, should hear in mind 
tliat it is hut fair to give due weight to the 
evidence of every aiti&t in his particular 
craft or calling. Cui^ue $ud arte cmkndum 
est, should he a rule in controversy, as it is a 
maxim in law. K ow al I the numbers of the 
medical profession examined before the 
Parliamentary Committee, and all medical 
writers on the subject, have toucuired in the 
opinion, that a knowledge of anatomy is not 
to be attained without the practice of dissec- 
tion. Hence it is obvious, that if dissection 
wv re suppressed, or laid under great dis* 
couragement, many lives would be lost, 
winch might be saved by the skilful perfor* 
mance of surgical operations. Cases may 
be imagined in which the feelings of sur- 
viving relatives W'ould be wounded by the 
dissection of the bodies of paupers, which 
such relatives were not in a situation to 
claim ; but such cases would surely not be 
entitled to so much sympathy as those in 
which Ibo lives of the poor would be, lost for 
want of proper surgical assistance, which 
must soon be of frequent occurrence, if the 
study of anatomy, and the practice of dis- 
section , be generally discouraged. Legisla- 
tion constantly presents only a choice of 
«vil8, and the wisdom of legislators is 
evinced in selecting tliat which is counter- 
noted or redeemed by the greatest proper- 
of good. It may be n hardship on the 
to subject their bodies to the process 
^section before burial \ but may it not 
ultimaejy be a greater injury to the poor to 
diacourwe a science, tlie decline of which 
would ha-e the effect of consigning many of 
them toan-intimfely gravel Let it be r^- 
collecied, tot tliat the supposed injury to the 
dead exists oily in the imagination of the 
survivor ; while, hy cutting short the term of 
existence, a real md substantial injury may 
be done to the living. «*A live drummer," said 
Kapoleon, “ is better than a d^ad emperor.'' 


Admitting, with those who take an exc1tt*jj^ 
sively sentimental view of this question, 
that the dissection of the dead body is sbock- 
ing to the fevlings, is not the prolongation of 
human life a good for wliich it is worth 
while to pay the price of dissection 1 
Would any rational man hesitate between 
the alternative tf a shorter life and burial of 
his unviolated remains, and a longer life at 
the expense of dissection after dtuih 1 or, 
would he hesitate in making an election for 
the prolongation of life at the price of dis* 
section, in the case of those who were near* 
est and dearest to himl Now the evil 
or inconvenience which men would submit 
to for the sake of procuring a greater good in 
their own case, or in the case of their near* 
est connexions, the stale may surely impose, 
without incurring the charge of inhumanity* 
We may add, too, that tlie horror with which 
the process of dissection is supposed to be 
regarded by the peojde of this country, has 
been greatly exaggerated. Was any such 
horrbr manifested, wlien a course of aiiatomi* 
eal lectures was delivered two years ago, at 
the Mechanics* Institution, by Dr. Birk- 
beck, and when the parts of the human body 
were demonstrated, in the open theatre, 
night after night, on the dead subject! 
Never wu.s a course of lectures, at that Insti- 
tution, more nuroerpiifily and regularly at- 
tended, or listened to with deeper interest 
and more profound attention. The experi- 
ment proved, in a most striking manner, how 
speedily the popular prejudices against dis- 
section gave way to the interest excited in 
the minds of upwards of seven hundred 
mechanic's, by a skilful expog^pn of the dif- 
ferent sUuctures ql the body. 

We must again, with all 'deference, press 
upon Mr, Warbusion’i atientioD, the ex- 
pediency of cutting up by the roots every 
species of traffic in the dead bodies of our 
fellow-countrymen,. Let ill unclaimed bo- 
dies, which are to be made. available for the 
purposes of science, be conveyed to, and 
distributed by, an officer in the pay of Go* 
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vernment, whose functions may be similar 
to those of the chef des travauxanatmiquesvit 
Paris ; and let it be expressly provided that 
no money be received for them. Such a 
provision would remove one of the strongest 
objections which has been made to the 
measure, namely, that it is a hill kt selling 
the bodies of the poor for the benefit of the 
rich. Let the sale of dead bodies be declared 
unlawful, and the buyers of them subjected 
to llie same severity of punishment as the 
sellers. At present, the anatomist separates 
his case from that of the body snatcher, by 
a defence similar to that conveyed in the 
words wherein King William distiu* 
guiahed between a constitutional accep- 
tance, and a tyrannical assumption, of 
the crown, liecepi, nmvapui. “The plain j 
English of this,” said Dean Swift, “ is that j 
the receiver is as bad as the thief and 
common sense suggests to us, that, if there j 
be no 1 ceivers of stolen or murdered bo- 
dies, the grave will be secure from out- 
rage, and the living from assassinatitm. { 


yl New System of Treating Human Teeth. By 
J. Paterson Clark. London, Long- 
man. 

Of all (he diseases to which tho human frame 
is liable, there are none more common than 
the affections of tho teeth, and their relative 
parts. The young and the old, the rich and 
the poor, are all, more or less, the victims 
of these maladies; which, wlien unattended 
to, or subjected to the maiiipulations of 
ignorant and Mttrate pretenders, not un- 
frequently hy llie ibundation for some of 
the most appallliig, 'malignant, and fatal dis- 
eoaes. It has been as uu fortunate for the 
ecienoe of dentistry, aa it has been for the 
health and coo^fort of tlie jpublic, that this 
department of the healing art should often 
iisrve been cbn8i|^ed to the care of a set of 
unlioenaed and rapacious practitioners, whose 
odneisipiAW ignorance of the diseaaes un< 


•m 

der consideration, can only he equalled by 
the unprincipled anxiety they bare showa 
in tbc support and diffusion of quackefyt ' 
We shall not state whether these remarhai 
have been elicited from us in consequence 
of perusing Mr. Clark’s work, or whether 
they have been suggested by the conduct of 
some of that class of practitioners to which 
the author belongs. 

“But,” sfiys Mr. Clark in Lis preface, 

“ as many persons have lately began to 
announce the discovery of cements, for the 
cure of toothach, and as there are various 
processes wliich, good, bad, or indifferent, 
may be confounded witli the one pursued by 
the author, in the following treatise, he con- 
ceives that it is but doing common justice, 
both to the public and himself, in taking 
this opportunity to state, that he first began 
to apply successfully an anodyne cement for 
tlie cure of toothach, towards the close of 
the year Tliat shortly afterwards, 

w'hile residing in King-street, and, subse- 
quently, in Percy-Btreet, he announced his 
discovery by repeated advertisements ; that 
until the year IBS'S, no individual had ever 
applied the term cement to any substance 
used for stopping teeth ; as, did occasion 
call for such proof, he could satisfactorily 
attest ; tliat the anodyne cement is not, and 
I never was intended as, a permanent stopping 
for teeth, but simply as allaying pain, and 
destroying the sensibility of tender teeth, 
ond thereby permitting them to be cleaned 
and stopped with gold, or otlier foil, without 
paiu.” 

Now, as Mr. Clark has not disclosed the 
composition of this wonderful anodyne ce^ 
raentj’we may venture to predict that it is ai 
useless to his patients as his hook is wovUi* 
less to the profession;' and that the preteuf 
sions of the author, therefore, os pompou^ 
displayed in said work, may be fairly/®" 
garded as puff, puff, puff! / 


/ 
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Monday, March 23, 1^* 

POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIOF CKLE- 

HRAJI’KI) 1)11. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

The meeting this eveniiig was very fully 
alteiidcd. J)r. Bobert^ presided. 

A paper ww read, the production of Hr. 
Charles Mab5f.eld ClUrke, on the efieody of 
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diiliiog cold water on the faces of patieats 
Hhooring under obstinate, nervous, and con 
imlaive attacks. Many experiments had 
piwved its uselulnesa. 

The second paper, read by Dr. Wilson, 
wia one of extraordinary intereat. U was a 
paper found by Dr. Wilson, among hi* 
father's (Dr. James Wilson's) MSS., de- 
tailing the post-mortem examination of the 
celebrated l)r. Samuel Johnson. The parti- 
culars of the examination, conducted by Dr. 
James Wilson, Dr. Cruikshanks, and an- 
other, a few hours after Dr. Johnson’s death, 
have never before been published, and the 
paper was listened to with great interest. 
From the document, it woutd seem that the 
learned Doctor was, in a great measure, the 
cause of liis own death, lie was afflicted 
much with the dropsy, and having been dis- 
appointed in seeing his medical adviser so 
soon as he expected, he procured a lancet, 


ceeded far, amotion was made tld aeco&ded,' 
that visiters should be admitted ^ hear thej 
discussion of the night. Several spoke pro and 
con upon the quesuou. Admissioii liad never 
yet been given to visiters at general meet* 
ings, but it was competent for any member 
to take the sense of the Society o^n this aa 
well aa upon any oilier queition, at such a 
meeting. In the result the motion was lost. 

Dr. Clutteebuck’s motion was to the 
efiect, “ 1 haiilie Society does not recognise, 
nor in any degree sanction, the reporting of 
Its weekly proceedings.” The Doctor sup- 
ported this resolution in alengthcned speech, 
He contended that repprting was against the 
rules of the Society (which, by-the-by, has 
the ]mwer of making within itself, any rules 
whatever, ad hWft/m). That the Society was 
orginated for the purpose of having conti* 
deniial statements made to itj that it was 
impossible for gentlemen acting as reporters, 


9.)d opened his legs himself, but produced a i not to have a feeling on the subject before 
rapid flow of blood, which in a few hours! them, that they could not remain unbiassed, 
causeddeath. By the ptvt-morteiA examination, I that the reports consequently could uot be 


it appeared that one of the Doctor’s kidneys 
had been so much diseased as to have caused 
it to shrink to tlie aixe of a bean, T)ie other 
kidney was perfectly healthy. The Doctor 
was never known to complain of any pain io 


sent forth to the public fairly, fully, and im- 
partially. and that under auch oircumsUnees 
if reporting were to be sanctioned and per* 
milted to go on, the originally intended con- 
fidential statements woutd be witiiheid, and 


his kidneys. The second remarkable tcature \ the Society injured, 
was a great reduction in one of the ! Mr. Proctor w’armly seconded the mo- 
which was considerably shrunk; the other! lion. 

perfectly healthy. 1 he heart of tlie Doctor j Dr, Cholmonoely was decidedly in 
bad consideTably enlarged, and was much | favour of reporiiug. He admitted it was 
larger than tl\at usually possessed by man, 1 impossible to givp a full report ; and, indeed, 


and in a state of perfect health, llijis some 
what extraordinary that tlie post-fl^tem ex- 
amination did not extend to the head. 

The third paper was a detail of the opera- 
tion of lithotomy on a horse, by a member 
of the Royal Veterinary College, 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Monday, Aforefi iS, 18^9, 

CENERXL MEETING 

^ytake into comidtratimi the jwopriely of allow- 
or disulltiwing the Rejhfrting of the &>• 
Proceedings. 

TnoMiy Callaway, Esq., President, iu the 
Chair. 

1 HI* Vas a General Meeting, called ex- 
pressly fotthe purpose of having the voice 
of the Sociity taken upon the subject of re- 
• porting. Th> meeting was to have tidten 
place at seven instead of eight 9 ’cloek, but 
owing to some misunderstanding as to the 
time, vary few the members assembled 
mi eight. 

Before thebiiiiAeii of the Sboiety had pro* 


he thought a full report, even could it bo 
given, was not called for. A fair and im- 
partial statement of what transpired, it was 
competent for a reporter to give, which 
he had always thought, and would tonliime 
to think, had been, and would go on to be, 
useful to the public, and advantageous to 
the Society. It was uot likely that any 
thing of a confidential nature, and relating 
only to the Society or its affairs, could be in- 
jured by reporting. Reporting would tend 
to prevent many desultory, uselesf, and 
uninteresting conversations, hence the 
short time allowed for bringing forward 
subjectlof importance woidd bo busbanded, 
and in this, as well arin many other wayi, 
the Society would be benefited by reportiftg* 
Mr. Gossan agreed 

Had the subjeetof the 

consideration of m Society at ik aarUest 
formation, or It the commencement of re- 
porting, he probably shetild have opposed 
it, but 8 S circumstaimei now exiitedf lie con- 
sidered that if the reporting of the Society’s 
proceedings Were to be M an end to, the 
Society itself would, in au pmbabilijiy, veiy 
soon be demoUsiied. He should give (m 
and impamal reporting his support. 

Dr, SRSAaMAN regarded the preaenft tyi- 
tem of rtporting gi holdin| m 4A0(n»a|4f 
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for young men ^which they aroiled 
/themselves of ) to bring for Ard to the notice 
'* ipf the Society, ni»ny cases in wliich there 
nothing essentiully interesting for the 
purposB of getting ilieir names brought l)e- 
fore the notice of' the public, while more 
experienced individuals were prevented by 
this, from relating the results of their la- 
bours. 

Mr. Loud was a foe to reporting. It 
might he tlmt a medical man might give d 
mistaken opinion on a case during life, that 
this judgment might be corrected by a past- 
mortem inspection, and the wliole being de- 
tailed to the Society, through the medium 
of the press, it mi^ht ail come before iIm- 
eyes of the friends of the deceased, and cause 
confidence iu the pructitioner to be lost ! 

Mr. KiNCiDON made a grave speech, against 
reporting. 

Dr. .Tames Johnsto.ne liad lost the oppor- 
tunity of continuing to attend n family en- 
Jtirely through reporting. He considered 
that reporting migi>t work miscljief in luoro 
ways than this, and, therefore, sliould give 
his vote for any thing calculated to lead to its 
suppression. 

Mr. Salmon scoflVd at t!ii.s apparent argu» 
ment. He hud nctuolly just been in conver- 
sation with a genlleniun on whose testi- 
mony he could rely, and who had assured 
him, tlmthutfor havingread in 'I’iik I.ancet 
the disciis.sions of tliat Society on the hi ppy 
use of llie secale comutnm, six mothers must 
have perished (and probably their offspring 
too), but who, by the judicious use cf that 
medicine, as recommended iu some speeches 
in The Lancet, had been saved. After this, 
he knew not how ar.y gentleman, wlio had 
the preservation of life and health at heait, 
could vote against reporting. 

Dr. Harnadge, Mr. Waller, Mr. Ash well, 
Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Shearly, Dr. Blick, and 
some others, pledged themselves to .support, 
to their utmost, reporting, looking upon it as 
both useful to the Society and the public. 

Others having spoken against it, the bal- 
lot box was at length sent lonnd. 

One genlleman would not give his vote 
(a friend to the liberty of the pressj because 
he bad not had an op^rtunity of expressing 
)u« sentiments, 

Anothei|!,iimmaii wlm ioeant to vote in 
favour #iii|^4!iiig, wsi ioo late in present- 
ing him^lf, and, tiierefdi^i his rote was re- 
fused. 

The President* (who twwiducted himself 
throughout the rather noisy evening with 
the utmost iinpartiaUty, and very properly 
abstained from ^ving any opinion during the 
discussion bl the question, so as to attempt 
to bias members one wey or the other) hav- 
ing counted the ballots, deekred the numbers 
tobi 


For Dr. Clutterbuck's motion • ; 

Against it 

Loud cries now issued from every quarter^ 
of I lie room for the President to exercise hlii 
riglit, in giving the casting vote. * ‘ 

The PuEsiDENT, then, without hesitation i 
having been assured that, by the rules ofthli 
Society, it rested with him to decide the ques- 
tion by his voice, said, that however unplea- 
sant it might be for him to differ from dr. 
CluUerbuck’s views, yet he looked upon re- 
porting as essentially useful both to the 
Society sukI the public, and consequently 
felt himself bound to give his vote in favour 
of it. 

'I he subject was then desired to be taken 
into the hands o£ihe Council, and the Society 
broke up. 


UEMAllKS ON Mr. 8llint:’H COMMUNICATION 

t)N A CURIOUS Al’rEARANCE OF THE 

ni.ooD. ^ 

To the Editor o/'The Lancet. 

Haic scripsi non otii abiindantnCsed amoriserga te. 

On n perusal of the last volume of your 
spirited and independent .Toumal, which, 
iu consequence of some uniuw'ard circuin- 
stance, did not reach me till lost month, 1 
was not a little sui pflsed, as well as amused, 
ut meeting the following communication 
from tlie pen of your very intelligent cor- 
respondent, Mr, Shut®, of Watford, p. 630t 

A iban came to him with pain# in bis 
head, bhest, and back ^ he advised him to 
lose blood ; seven ounces were taken, ond 
Mr. 8hule transmits the account iu conse- 
quence of the/‘ novelty of the peculiar ap- 
pearances which followed its abstraction. 
Before the arm was tied up, the blood as- 
sumed a peculiarly white hue, obliterating 
altogether the appearance that blood had 
been, drawn ; for it resembled a basin of 
milk more than any thing else.” This ** odd 
appearance ” iuduced Mr. Shute to take live 
ounces more, and then one ounce more, 
w'hicli had the same character. As the 
blood cooled, the whiteness increased, and 
the crassamentum assumed a type of inflam- 
matory covering, and i\ became of s livid 
hue, less, in proportionate ijuantity, than 
the Berura. 

Now, Mr. Editor, to me it appears not a 
little extraordinary, that you, who, upon 
most occasions, have exhibited so great a 
degree of discrimination in the selection of 
matter for youi periodical, should not Uave 
more carefully perused Mr. Shute’s oom- 
manioatiou before you gave it insertion, 
unless yon were influenced witb tbe hope 
of receiving a reply from some of your 
ttumefrous readers. Considering the Bom- 
ber* of oeleb;uted pbysiologisti that have 
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dfvMcd tlicir lime and attention to the in* of the lioudon (^Me^icol Repository, foitus 
ifOfttigiivion of ihe properties of the blood— cases are mentioned, in the fourth volume 
llift 'Most important fluid in the animal of the Medico-Chirurgical Review some 
iliwdiine--^that fluid which is the nourw^ cases; and this white appearance of the 
we frame, and from which ell the secretions blood is also mentioned by l)r. Venables, in 
derived ; it will not readily be credited his work on dropsy. In concluding the 
Ait such a m-rittniit philosopher as Mr. few observations I We felt myself called 
Shute could have discovered any phenome* upon to make, in reply to Mr. Shute’s com- 
non relative to the properties of this vital municatioii, 1 would sriiously eulreot him to 
fluid, that was not previously well known keep in mind the remark of the celebrated 
to every tyro in the profession, of the Hooker "that an uncultivated mind, like 
most ordinary capacity. Your correspondent, unraanured ground, will soon be overrun 
after making some common observations on with weeds.*’ 
the coagulation of the hlood, proceeds toj 1 remain, Sir, 

state, that " as 1 never met w'ith an instance | Your obedient servant, 

of the kind before, and find onlu fuw cases, j NAiiKATon Vtiiis. 

recorded by Hewson , ns scAJething similar, ; 

I intend to repeat the bleeding at the end i mmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

of a week, in order to afford another speci- 1 


men of so curious an appearance." Thus, j 
Mr. Editor, singular enough, does it appear 
to me Uiat Mr. Shute, not quite satisfied at j 


ON THE EXPANSION OF THE HOllSt’s FOOT. 

iiy Me. G. Clark, Veterinary Surgeon. 


tl>j recovery of his patient after the first 
bleeding, states his determination of per* 
forming a second and uouecetiary operation 
at the expiration of a week, merely in order, 
&s he says himself, to ojferd another specimen 
of bloed if $o cimmis an appearance. From 
what cause Mr. Shute was unable to finds 
number of cases on record in which the 
blood presented the appearances under con* ; 
sideration, I ^am unable to comprehend, j 
unless I attribute it to his intellectual fa. ' 
culty for marvellousiiess Irhving far out* 
■tripped'his industry in the pursuit of medi* 
eal research. Qn referring to Mr. Hewson’s 
experimental inquiry into the properties of 
the blood, 1 find tliat tbia great pair has 
dev^oted a whole chapter to this subject, in. 
which, iffter having referred to a number of 
authors that have recorded cases, lie relates 
six esses himself, and likewise says that he 
heard of the same appearance having been 
observed by the Iwiiied .Sir John Pringle, 
Dr. Pitcairn, Dr. Hunter, Dr. Watson, Dr. | 
Bronifield, Dr. Ganhshore, and Dr. Fother- 
gill of Northuiipl<)o* I shall here, for Mr. 
Shute’s information, refer to a few more 
authors where lie may readily find some 
cases recorded, and at the same time saiisly 
iiimleif that he has not the remotest claim 
to be coesidered the discoverer of this pbe* 
nomeaim — a phenomenon that has been 
noticed by authors out of num^ r, from 
Hippocrates down to the present lime. 
There are in Morgagni two instances,* in 
Tulph. oae,f in the Pliilosophical Irons- 
actions some instances, X in Sekenekiua's 
Observations two cases are lelaled from 
otha' authors, II in the twenty- fifth volume 

♦ Morgagni Kp. xlix. Art. iiii, • 

t Tulpli. Obi. lib. i. cap, 

t Philosoph. Transact. Nos. 100 and 14?. 
11 Sekenekii. Obs. lib. iii. . 


To the Kditor qTThe Lanct t. 

Sir,— My attention has been drown to a 
letter jhat recently appenreil in your pages, 
from the pen of a Veterinary Surgeon, who, 
as it were in despsir, has liad (he buhineas, 
1 may say tlie eflVontery, to deny the ei« 
pausiou of the horse’s foot. 

This assertion, and the " experiments,” 
as they aie called, by which he attempts to 
substantiate it, would have deserved no re* 
ply from me, had it not been followed by 
auothor letter, (p, oB.t,) of very high pre* 
tensions to superior knowledge and success 
in practice ; hence, lest any of ) our readers 
should sup;x>se that hia arguments ore un< 
ansverable, i shall oflVr a few obaervotioua 
respecting them. 

In order to overtlirow, or set aside, the 
clear jiroofs of iu expansive powers, which 
anatomy and every-day experience afford lo 
all who have investigated the subject, Mr. 
Caleb Morgan thinks it enough to report Uie 
results of certain equivocal trials made with 
the calipers, by himself and a mathenMilical 
friend, on the feet of some young horses, 
Nubia had stated, iu the Sporting Magaaine, 
that (he foot would expand considerably 
under the weigiit of the horse, when quietly 
standing with one Ic^g loised from Uie grotuid* 
Mr. Morgan statef that this did not tsko 
place in the feet thot he tried, and therefore 
denies the expaoeito quality M (ota, Now, 
without refusing some degree of credit , to 
both of those statements, we mqat remem- 
ber tiiai it is »ot every oae who can make 
an experiment properly, sM also that tlie 
result depends very much on ihe manner in 
which it is done, sod that,imH)iog is etiier 
than to make an expenmebt npi au6cel*d 
when we wish a dlfl^tent reiolt 
That this organ ii naturaliy ckaUc then 
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cUj be no doubt, ittnce we see/in its compo- 
ports, macliiuery expressly for this pur- 
po^, the frog being obviously given to fulfil 
this office ; and in an experiment made with 


fraught with proof sufficient of the oxisiene^ 
and necessity of lliis indispensable princi|ii0 
it! all feet ; but as it is impossible, especituly; 

„„ , . I Mr. dale!) Morgan, and those who are by *■ 

(tre, by Mr. Brae y Clark himself, in the inclination blind, to see this expansion 
presence ot Lord Morton, this expansion when the aniinnl is trotliiiff or c^allopinsr, 
was most apparent. i i .. • ... .® s M 

This is an experiment (requiring some de- 
gree of skill, and, if not well performed, very 
inconclusive), wliich would succeed when 
tried on full-grown and elastic feet ; in the 
cart horse it might possibly fail, from tlie 
thickness and rigidity of tiie horn, and also 
in the young colt, from the imperfect de- 
velopment of the elastic parts, and, most 
turiously, Mr. Morgan has selected this sort 
of foot for the purpose of his experiment; 
had he known how to' conduct it properly, 
and taken a full-grown foot, he would have 
found a difereut result. 

With regard to the general question, 1 
know not whether to attribute it to the dul- 
neas of his perceptions, or to the “ mist” 
which he says “envelopes the subject,'’ that 
he “ never could diicover this much talked of 
CKpansion, or opening and collaj»singof the 
foot of the horse.” 1 beg leave to ask this 
gentleman if he has never seen a horse come 
up from gra.ss, withotU slioes, witlj feet half| 
or three quarters of an inch wider than they 
were before \ lias he never seen the heels 
of a common shoe rubbed bright, by tlie | 
inetfectiial attempts of the foot to expand ii 
bpite of the nails! And, above all, has he 
never jjpplicd liis thumb and linger to the 
heels of a well-worn, expansion shoe, and 
seen the shoe and' foot collapsing and ex- 
panding under the operation t If he has not 
done this, let him do it tlie first opportunity, 
and it will lead to a disatverif which it seems 
he could not make before. 

f'lie above are evidences of the expansive 
nature of the foot, that have come under the 
observation of most men, and are easily 
comprehended by even the meanest groom s 
capacity. But tbere are others, drawn from 
a consideration of its anatomical etructure, 
wliich 1 had almost forgotten to nd<luce, foi 
his assertions are such as to make us forget 
that lie is a veterinary practitioner, who iias 
actually dissected the foot, and in so doing 
could hardly have avoided perceiviug, when 
it had been ouos pointed but to him, the 
elastic principle that perVadee it* 

Lor example; could he not discover that 
it was cleft tOsteriorly beyond its centre, 
and was ^lled up by a highly elastic organ, 
rendered still more so by- a series of arches 
forming somewhat the figure of an inverted 
w all haviug tlie ohvioua office of ex- 
pansioo, and poWor of dilatation 1 Cun he 
tell us lor what imtpose the frog was given, 
being an elastic substance, nearly as much 
BO us Indian rubber, if it wakmot to exptmd 
uiidet the 'wfight t ’ lu' fact/ the foot is 
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and equally impossible to calculate the in- 
creased force with which by such momen- 
tum it meets the ground, which must be 
many times that of the mere weight; so we 
ore forced to draw suth conclusions from 
the structure of the part, and the apparent 
intentions of nature. And how much greater 
is it then, than while standing in a state of 
perfect rest, when the weight alone, opposed 
as it is by the frictiqu that takes place between 
level surfaces (that is between the flat hoof 
and the flat stone), wliich mightnol in all coses 
be sufficient to produce a very sensible effect, 
and which friction sliould be guarded against 
in making the experiment. But to return : 
we must not forget to consider the spirit,^ 
whether partial or impartial, in which an 
experiment is performed. Now Mr. Mor«raa 
reiiiind.s us of those reasoners who make all 
their facts bend to a predetermined opin- 
ion, for he tells us “ These experiments, 
were originally intended as an answer to 
some letters in the Sporting Magazine.’' 

1 ^hall not pretend to pursue this very 
candid writer through all his last desultory 
coiiununicatioii ; it seems to have;bcen writ- 
ten without any very cousisteut motive, ex- 
cept that of persuading your readers that he 
employs the best workmen in London, and 
has been enabled to keep the feef sound, and 
in the same form as nature made tliem. 
This is eftbtted, he slates, by the use of “a 
modified specimen of Mr. Coleman’s original 
thin-heeled shoe” which has produced the 
“ happiest results.” Now' as this gentle- 
man has so great an antipathy to theory, or 
any thing that bears the appearance of rea- 
soning, 1 shall not stop to prove, though it 
might be done in a few words, that if he 
employs a shoe nailed in the common wav 
4t must produce the same effect in contract- 
ing the foot as the orilinnry shoe of com- 
mon farriers, whether made with thin heels 
or not. This question has been discussed 
in 'I'liE Lancet before, and need not be re- 
peated here. It is trifling to inquire whether 
the assertions, for they are no otlier, which 
he makes about his success in shoeing wiUi 
the thiu-heeled shoe, are fallacious, or other- 
wise, Let Professor Coleman, and those 
who have tried and rejected it in tlie army, 
determine by what magical skill Mr. .Morgin 
and his men can do ^hat they and the -col- 
lege, and even the oriftinul proposer, Lafoiia 
himself, have all failed in. 

I shall confine myself to a single illustra- 
tion, with wliich he has forgetfully furnish- 
ed me. Any other fact he migllt dispute, 
but UiiA in alone Sufficient. He says, tt the 
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COBcluiion of Uie firjt letter, p, 6R6, “ X have 
occaaion to rasp the quarters to the 
blood, previously to turning out.” Now for 
iiirbttt purpose, and in wiiut cases, may 1 ask, 
ia he “so often” obliged to “rasp the 
quarters to the blood, and turn out the ] 
answer is, in cases of (iontrnctiou / Every! 
gentleman who has kept' a stud knows, to 
his cost, that this is the last resource of the 
ignorant farrier wlio has tubed bis horse, 
and a futile one it is. To “rasp tlie quarters 
to the blood, and turn out !” These are the 
“ happy results” of the thin-heeled system 
above alluded to. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

Charles Clark. 

Veterinary Infirmary^, . 
Staaford-street, March la, 11129. 


GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY. 

COMPOtTND COMMINUTED FBACTI RE OF 
THE CRANIUM. 

John .Malcolm, aged 46, was admit- 
ted on the lull of February, under the care 
of Dr. Cooper, with a compound commi- 
nuted fractuje of the cranium. On l!ie 
evening of that day, while at w'ork, a stone 
had fallen from a height of fifty feet, pnd 
struck him on the head, directly over tlie 
itgittai suture. Dotli the parietal bones 
were fractured, and the pieces into which 
tiiey were divided, depressed to a consider* 
able depth. Notwithstanding the extent of 
the injury, the bleeding had been trifling j 
but hibbrt athiDgjOD admission, was oppress- 
ed and stertorous, the countenance ghastly, 
and tlie pupils dilated. The arms and l(*gs 
were also affected with convulsive tremors, 
and the pulse small and fiequent. A con- 
sultation was immediately summoned, and, 
iu the mean time, till the arrival of the sur- 
geons, warm baths were apjdied to the feel. 
Having met, i)t. Couper proceeded to en-' 
large the wound of the sculp, and remove 
the fragments w ith the elevator and forceps. 
A souill opening was* seen in the dura 
mater, having been perforated by a detached 
portion of hone, The edges of the W'ound 
Deing afterw'ards brought together, were re- 
tained by straps of adhesive plaster, and 
ever these a compress and bandage weie^ 
applied. Immediately after the operation,’ 
the pupils became more natural, add the I 
breathing easier. He was ordered a purg- 1 
ing bolus, to be taken early the next morn- 1 
ing. 

12. During the night he had slept a little. 
The bolus hud produced a stool. The left 
le|[ and arm were partially partlyled. He 
cotnplaiued of p&iu in hii.headi aroultd the 


wound. Th^upfa were natural ; pulsl.M, 
and full, He was ordered to be bled to m- 
teen ounces, and, three hours afterwo^fiN 
I two ounci s of the infusion of senna were to 
I be given, should it be required. 

14. lie had slept ill during the preceding 
night, and the pain in his head was more 
severe. His bowels were open, but the pa- 
ralysis of his left side continued ] his pulse 
was 100, and full, iSixteen ounces of olond 
were ordered to be taken from the arm, and, 
towards the evening, it was to be repeated, 
if necessary. Early the following morning 
ho was to have six grains of calomel, and, 
three hours afterwords, two ounces of the 
infusion of senna. 

15. As was directed, he was bled the dot** 
before to the extent of a pound ; and it being 
again thought proper to repeat the venesec- 
tion during the evening, a pound and a l>alf 
more was taken away. To-day the paiu in 
his head was considerably better j the dress- 
ings were removed ; his pulse m’us 96, and 
soft. The infusion of senna was ordered im- 
mediately, and, three hours afterwards, a 
purging enema. 

16. He was every way much altered for 
the worse ; he had slept none, but continued 
raving during the whole of Ote liiglit, and, 
at the usual visiting hour, W8.s quite inco- 
herent. The dressings w’ere again chunged j 
the wound looked healthy, and had udljered. 
The paralvsi-s still conlinutHl, the eyes and 
muscles of the left being drawn over to the 
right side of the face. His bowels were 
open, ])ulsc 90, and full, The bleeding w’as 
repealed. 

17. Some slight relief was said to have 
followed the bleeding, but during the even- 
ing it was repealed without aiiy benefit. 
To-day he is comatose, pupils dilated, and 
brcatliing laborious; his pulse 120, and fee- 
ble. 

18. He died St half past twelve, p.m. 

* 1 9. I hc body was inspected to-day twenty- 
four hours after death. The skull-cap being 
removed, the opening Was seen to be of a 
triangular form. A portion of tho internal 
plate of the parietal hone was depress- 
ed, without any corresponding appearance 
on the external side of the skull. On re- 
moving the dura mater, n thick layer of ptts 
was seen extending over the whole of the 
right, and, alth^^h not iu sRch quantity, also 
over the left b!«nispUere of the brain. The 
lower Burfaee the eerpbellnm WM slightly 
covered wiUi pus, a«f between the cranium 
and base of the brain, there was an effu- 
sion of sej^w, to tlie ejtteni of two or three 
ounces. The suhstance Of the brain itself 
was healiby, nrrr was there atty diseased 
appearance in the veutncles. Neither the 
chest nor abdomen was opened, nor were 
the students suflered to etsfains the diseased 
ajrpeftianoeirfl^i^v Pi« toper hsd left 
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iba room ; tbe i»l;:ul1«cap andl brain being 
.almost immediattlj afterwards wrapped up 
^in a clotlj. It is to be hoped this will not 
be repeated ; if so, the students ought in- 
Btautly to address the Directors on the sub- 
ject. 

enlaugement of the glands of the i^eck, 

AXILLA, AND GROIN. 

John Macarthen, aged 55, was admitted 
by Dr. Couper on the ] llh of rebruary, with 
the glands of the neck, axilla, and groin, in 
a state of enlargement. In the neck, those 
which are ailuuled under the right portion 
#f tlie inferior maxillary bone, hud attained 
the greatest size. From these a clwin, in a 
similarly diseased state, extended up along 
the right and left side of the face. All w ere 
of considerable magnitude, but one in par- 
ticular, which lay^ on the inferior portion of 
the right inasseter, w as, nt least, equal to a 
small orange in size. 'I'he glands of the left 
axilla, and both groins, were funnd in a simi- 
lar state. 'J'liose of tl>e left groin were par- 
liculaily large, aud another enlargement, 
wiiich extended from the left hypochondrium 
to neartheurabilicus, was, unlike ihe others, 
the seat of severe dull pain, which became 
aggraved during the night, and acutely pain- 
ful on pressure, or an attempt at full inspi- 
ration. The disease hud begun about two 
years before his admission into the hospital 
since which it had giaduully increased. His 
health was not much affected ; his ajqretite, 
however, was bad, and bowels habitually 
costive. His tongue was clean} and pulse 
100, irregularly intermitting. 

Before any active treatment w'ns adopted, 
the bowels were cleared out by two or 
three doses of castor oil. On the 14th, he 
was ordered to take six drops of tlie tincture 
of iodine, three limes a day, and to rub the 
swellings of the face and neck with an em- 
brocation composed of half an ounce of the 
tincture of iodine, in four ounces of the soap 
liniment. 

Feb. 24. Having folt sick on the Slst, 
which he attributed to iodine, he wu.:; 
ordered to discontinue it ’iftternallv. He 
had still, however, ooulinued rubbing the 
parts wiib evident advantage; the swellings 
on the face having not only become more 
relaxed, but also perceptib^v smaller. His 
health beihg now also better^^ was directed 
to begitt with ilm Iodine agatn^iu its former 
dose., 

March 12. llie patiept left the hospital 
to day, his health having begun to suffer 
from oonfiobment. 

tmapATroK or THE EYE, 

Jamaa Banial#, whose eye was extirpated 
(Feb* Id*) if new nearly well It wdttld be 


useless to detail the progress of the otnro 
more minutely, which merely consisted la 
removing the dressings every other day, 
and the application of leeches, w'hen bf) 
complained of pain extending over the fore- 
head. This was occasionally very severe, 
and was the only circumstance which dis- 
turbed the progress of the cure. 


HOTEL-DIEU. 


STRANGULATED IJF.RNI.I — RUPTURE OF THE 
INTESTINE DURING THE OPERATION — 
SUCCESSFUL TlldllTMENT OF AIIIUICIAL 
ANUS BY COMPRESSION. 

A. middle-aged w'omau, who, for a year, 
had been affected ■with a reducible crural 
hernia, was, on the 5d of December lust, 
seized with violent colic pain, hiccup, nau-.^ 
sea, and vomiting, first, of bile, then of 
stercoroceous mailer; the hernial tumour 
was very painful, aud, as was ascertained 
by a surgeon, irreducible. Being brouglit 
to the Hotel-Dieu on the 5tb, she was in- 
stantly bh'ii, and put into the warm bath; 
tile taxis having been ie.peBleiily iried, with- 
out any effect, M. Sanson propoi-ed the 
operation, to wliich, however, the patient, 
although evidently in the mosi alarming 
condition, strongly objected. On the morm. 
ing of the dth, a slight amelioration had 
taken place; the vomiting had subsided, and 
the pain was not so violent ;Hhe counte- 
nance was, however, indicative of distress, 
the extremities cold, the pulse very small 
and frequent : and when M. Diipuytren saw 
the patient, he insisted upon the immediate 
performance of the operation, as the only 
means of saving her lif^ ; the apparent re- 
nt i.ssion of the k)cal symptoms he consider- 
ed as certain signs of approaching gangrene. 
'Ihe consent of the patient having at last 
been obtained, a transverse incision was made 
through the integuments, |he cellular tissue 
was carefully dissected from the tumour; 
the sac being thus laid bare, was opened, 
and a small quantity of yellow, inodorous 
liquid let out; the incarcerated inteslina 
was readily felt by the finger, but, on the in- 
troduction of a probe into tho sac to ascettaia 
the situation of the stricture, a quantity offw- 
cal matter suddenly rushed through a rupture 
of the anterior paries of the intestine, which, 
although violently injected, and covered with 
purulent matter, ap]>eared to have not yet 
passed into gangreue. 'Fhe stricture ^ing 
found to exist at the neck of the hemial 
sac, was fively divided upwards, and the 
intestine having heeu reduced aa far as the 
laceration in its anterior panes odmitted; 
an elastic caaula was introduced into it, «tid 

Ui« wound liaiply dressed with liau T^ 
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|)»lie&tpftased a tranquil night; none of the place in tlif hernia, and the gljstcr M 
fiibqve symptoms returned ; the pulse rose, come away without any faeces. I'he patjient^ 
and the feaiurea resumed a more composed was bled to eighteen ounces, and placed for;, 
ap[)earance. No stooU were passed through an hour in the warm bath, but without any 
the anus, but a great quantity, first of ster- relief. About four o’clock in the afieruoou 
coraceous, then merely of bilious, matter, she was suddenly seised with hiccup, sier- 
ras discharged through the opening iu the coraceous vomiting, and violent colic pain 
groin. Under the use of glysters, the faeces over the whole abdomen, the skin of which 
began to come away through the natural became swelled, and covered with an erysi- 
passage, end on the iOth, the stercomceous peiatous redness; the operation was ac- 
discharge through the groin had so far di- cordingly, withaut toy delay, performed by 
min iahed, that it was thought proper to re- M. Sanson. I'he sac, which was much 
move -the canula, and to cover the wound thickened, especially at its lower portion, 
with an emollient poultice, in order to lessen I was found to contain a fold of intestine, 
the irritation produced in the surrounding 1 about four inches in length, apparently part 
parts by the contact of ^le faeces. On the of tlie transverse colon, of a dark-red coloiA, 
2;'d, the wound had a healthy appearance, and firmly adherent to the sac. The stric- 
and began to heal; the opening in the in- ture having been divided upwards and to 
had veiy considerably contracted, the left, the intestine was reduced, after 
and the stools passed only by the natural having, witli some difficulty, been detached 
way. A compressive bandage was now from its adliesions. About an hour after the 
used, over which, in a few days, a truss wa^ operation, as the vomiting still continued, 
apjjiied. On the 6ih of January the wound some injections were administered, which 
had coinplettly healed; the stools were produced five copious stools. During ilie 
perfectly natural, digestion was unaccom- night, after the operation, the patient was 
panied hy any pain, and the patient was i very restless ; the erysipelas rapidly spread 
to leave the hospital within a few days.— over the whole abdomen and part of the 
Jmrn, UMm, chest ; the features were greatly altered ; 

— the puhe very small, &c., and she died the 

STiiANGi'LATF.D UMBtucAL iiERKiA. bdlowing evening. 

On examir Btion, the large, and lower parts 
C. S., a woman of about 00 years of age, of the small intestines were found violently 
very stout, and of plethoric habit, had, for inflamed, and covered with purulent matter ; 
fifteen years, been aftected with an umbilicHl the hernia had cemsisted of the right colon, 
hernia of the size of a large apple, which and a portion of the epiploon, which had 
bad never been completely reduced, and protruded through a fissure in the liuea alba, 
caused frequent attacks of colic, Ou the half an inch above the nare). 
i.'ith of January she was, without any ob- M. Dupuytren considered this a very 
vious cause, seized with sickness, vomiting, remarkable case, on account of. the long 
first of bilious, then of faecal, matter, hiccup, intermission in the principal symptoms of 
ami violent oolio pain, especially in the her- strangulation; he observed, that he had 
nial tumour, whioh had somewhat increased seen many cases in which the vomiting liad 
in size. Several attempts tJ reduce thetu- ceased for two or three days, bat none 
mouT, as well as the administration of a sa- where a complete intermission for eight 
line mixture, had no effect, and the patient days had taken place.«-J(mrni H^domd* 
continued in the above state up to the 24tii, 

when a remission began to take place in the -- 

symptoms, and the vomiting altogether 

ceased ; she applied, however, at the Hotel- GUV'S HOSPITAL, 

Dieu, and was admitted on the evening of .. . 

the Sikh of January. On examination, the opehations. — harelip— iteatomatovs 
tumour was found tense, very painful on tumour-amputation of tbr iec. 
pressure, and rather voluminous, being four 

inches in diameter ; it was of a circular form, On Tuesday, March the 17th, Mr. Key 
Slid surrounded the navel; the rest of the performed the ppeimtioa for ■ hsrelip, on 
alidomea was free from pain ; the pulse was a boy thirteen years of age, of healthy ap- 
ratherfulhandthe face Hushed; no stoofs had pearance. Tiie .patient was. placed on his 
been passe'd during the last 2t) days. M. Du- hack, hori^tally, upon the table, tlie ope- 
puytren did not think himself justified in rator standing behind bii head, and laying 
performingao operation, there being no signs hold of the right side of Uie fissure with the 
of stranplatioH, except obstinate costive- fore finger and thumb of his left liand, he 
»eSs, and accordingly ordered fifteen leeches, first thrust tjb knife . througb the upper 
fiiidf an emollient poultice, to the tumour, part, carryjB| it downu^ardf and forwsids, 
ibt warm bath, and an spqrient injectioo. and, ofterwards, in a similar the 
On^tlie foUoudog day no change h^ token opposite aide ; the edgei were M 
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t(iKetlier, and held in contont Dy means of | 
^wc^utures. In this state he was removed | 
prom the theatre to Luke’s Ward, and put! 
Ito bed. Tlie operation lasted tLMi minutes. 


16. Quite well, with the exception ^ 
pains in the limbs. 'I'lie patient stales, that 
he has never been ihe subject of syphilis or 
rheumatism. 


He next removed a steatomatous tu* 
niour from a boy, about ten years of age, 
situated below the body of the pubes to the 
right side of, and extending below, the 
scrotum. An incision was made from above 
downwards, and a fatly mass, consisting of 
about two ounces, dissected out. Two su- 
tures were used in bringing the edges of 
the wound togetlrer j the tliighs approx- 
imated, and tlie patient was removed from 
t^e table in about six minutes. 

Mr. Key afterwards performed amputa- 
tion below the knee, upon a young woman, 
about twenty years of age, apparently in a 
healthy condition, for gangrene of the foot, 
follownig typhus fever. In consequence of 
Btili'ness of the knee joint, the leg could not 
be Jield in the accustomed horizontal posi- 
tion. In using the saw, the operator first 
commenced on the outer side of the limb, 
and, in doing so, its edge came in contact 
with, and appeared slightly to lacerate the 
soft pans of the tliigh. The sawing was 
then commenced on the anterior part of the 
tibia, and the limb removed in four minutes. 
Tifieen minutes were occupied in securing 
the vessels. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


ceorce’s wahi).— incon'hnency of uiuKe. 

James Lvdia, at. came into the Hos- 
pital on Thursday the bth of March, with 
incontinence of urine, which had existed 
for three weeks previous to his admission. 
On inquiry, it w‘as ascertained that he had 
been the subject of stricture, fdr which he 
was in the Hospital in November last, where 
he remained for six weeks, under the care 
of Mr. Travers, and discharged cured. First 
found himself unable to retain his uiine 
after severe exertion in a corn granary, 
where he has been accustomed to work ^ 
complains pains in the limbs generally, 
but more especially in the lower extremi- 
ties, which are worse at night, wiien warm 
in bed. There is a swellfn^ in the right 
groin, about the liae of a walnut. Ordered, 
by Mr. Green, on Friday the 6th, ten 
leeches to the groin, and afterwards a poul- 
tice ; half au ounce castor oil, occasionailyj 
to have a bougie passed dail^.^ 

9. Swelling in the groin 'much less; 
bowels open; can in part retain his urine. 

l^r Completely retains his urine, except- 
ing that alittle escapes after coughing. 

14. Swelling in tlie groin has subsided; 

letains his ttriae ^tfectly. 


CONTUSED WOUND OF THE SCAtP, WITB 
EXTENSIVE LACERATION. 

J. B., jet. 47, was admitted into Abra- 
ham’s VVard, under the care of Mr. Green, 
on Thursday morning, February the^^fith. 
He stated, that the cause of the injury was 
a blow received from a fall down a flight of 
stairs the jirevious evening. The cut ex- 
tended from near the temporal ridge of ibe 
occipital bane, on one side, to that of ihw 
opposite, in the direction of the coronal 
suture. On examination, the scalp was 
found to be separated for a considerable 
distance, towards the anterior portion of the 
os fronlis, so as completely to lay bare the 
pericranium. He was put to bed, the 
w’ound carefully sponged, and its edges 
brought together by means of adhesive 
straps. Ordered to take a dose of house 
medicine. 

6. Bowels have been acted on by the 
medicine ; complains of pain in the head. 

7. Pulse slow', rather full ; tongue fur- 
red ; pain in the head less ; has slept but 
little during the night. House medicine to 
be repeated. 

9. Pulse natural ; tongue less furred ; 
bowels open. Appears to be going cm 
well. 

30. Wound dressed to day;* adhesioM 
perfect and healthy. 

31. Dose of house medicine, which has 
Operated twice. 

1 2. Going on remarkably well. 

From this time the patient’ has continued 
to improve, without an un fa voarable symp- 
tom. He still remains in the Hospital, in' 
consequence of rheumatism of tlie lower 
extremities, for which he takes an occa- 
sional aperient, and is rubbing in a liniment 
composed of 

Liniment of ammonia, with 
Tincture of cantharides, 

OANOUKNE OF THE NOSE, WITH F.XTENS.tVf' 

SUPPURATION OF THE CELLULAR M£M- 

nitANE. 

T. H,, setot 17, a tailor, from Woolwich^, 
came into George’s Ward, on Thursday ther. 
19th of March, under tlie care of Dr. Boots# 
It was stated by the fatl^jar, that on Satuiday. 
week he was attacked by pain in the right, 
side, which appeared to liave been in th« 
region of the liver, extending, posteriorly , 
towards, tbe left side, and an Uniorly towards > 
the right side of tlie chest ; at the same time ; 
he hud shivering, with great difficulty ^ 
breathing, but no ; cough. ()n the followijttjg 
day, having taken ten gruius of mercurial 



080 GANGRENE.-.WOUND OF THE Sj;/ 


|iU wer night, lie felt lumBelf perfectly free 
from every B 3 nnptom of indisposition. On 
Sunday night, the same gymptoms returned; 
leeches were applied, and purgatives adminis- 
tered, by which means the pain in the side 
imd dyspnoea had subsided by the end of the 
week. On Sunday last a ]>iniple made its 
appearance on the riglit side of the nose, 
soon becoming larger, and dischaiging asmail 
quantity of matter ; the surrounding parts 
then became red and swollen, terminating in 
gaugiene, The nose is now very much ewoi- 
bn, and of a dark-brown colour ; tlie surface 
is dry and shining; a small quantity of pus 
disclrarged from the riglit side ; there is also 
a tbinnish, dark-colouref discharge observed 
oozing from different parts ; the right eye is 
closed, and the left partly so ; there are many 
small ecthymatous pustules seen on different 
paits of the body, but more especially over 
tlie forehead, which, together with the eye-^ 
lids and surrounding integuments, exhibit a 
red and puffy appearance; a dull sound is 
heard on percussion, on the right side of the 
chest ; respiration at the lower part is indis- 
tinct. Suppuration has taken place in the 
cellular membrane of both forearms, and the 
back of the right hand. Pulse 1 36, full and 
sharp ; tongue white, and rather dry ; about 
five weeks ago, was the subject of gonorrhoea, 
for which, it is supposed, lie took mercury; 
the gums are now slightly tinged. Ordered 
bleeding from the arm, to fourteen ounces; the 
abscesses to be opened, and poultices applied; 
lint,dipped4n chloride of soda, to be applied 
to the nose, and over it a stale beer ground 
poultice, to be renewed every hour ; castor 
oil one ounce, immediately ; milk, arrow- 
root, and slops, for diet. Three longitudiual 
incisions were made on the nose ; the blood 
drawn from the arm was very much bufifed 
and Clipped. 

W. Has been purged during the night ; 
both eyes closed; nose sloughing; pulse 
quick and sharp, 140 ; respiration hurried ; 
pustules larger, and more numerous, on dif- 
ferent parts of the body ; skin hot ; has had 
little or no sleep during the night, and talked 
in an incoherent manner; increased heat 
and swelling about the forehead. Hr. Roots 
saw him this morning, and ordered sixteen 
leeches to he applied to the temples ; to 
take a dose of chalk mixture, wdili opium ; 
continue tlie chloride of soda, and poultice; 
a pint of strong beef tea, daily. On visiting 
Mm this afternoon, we found the pulse more 
ijukk and fluttering ; tongue dry and brown ; 
respiration 64 ; upper lip very much thick- 
enod ; the nose and face exhibit a frightful 
appearance; sup]»uralion appeared to exist in 
diierent parts of the cellular membrane ; not 
so inuch purged ; has taken the chalk mix* 
tute, and opium, twice ; i» quite inseniible. 

Roots again saw him) between eight 
•nd sine o’clock^ and 01 dered him to take 


sulphate of quinine one grain ; diluted SV'I- 
piiuric ocid, three drops ; mint water rone^ 
ounce, every four hours ; twenty-five minimit 
of tincture of opium, to he added to the first 
dose ; oil of turiientine to be applied on lint 
to the nose under the poultice. From this 
time he continued gradually to sink, and ex- 
pired at half-past seven this morning, Satur. 
day, the Slst, forty-four hours after admis- 
sion. 

Eiammtion of the Body eight honn after Death, 

On opening the chest, an abscess was 
discovered at the lower part of the right 
lung, between it and the diaphragm, to whiqjli 
the lung was slightly adherent; it burst, and 
discharged about two ounces of pus into the 
cavity ^ the chest; there were also found 
in the same lung many small tuberclek, but 
none observed in the left; the bronchial 
tubes exhibited no signs of inflammation ; 
nothing unusual was obssrved about the 
heart; the liver was apparently healthy, 
but soft. On examining the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach and intestines, traces 
of inflammation were seen in patches 
throughout their whole extent. No morbid 
appearances were perceived in the brain or 
its membranes. The abscess, which bad 
been opened on the back of the right hand, 
communicated .wilhihe joint at the meta- 
carpal bone of the middle finger ; but those 
on the arm did not communicate with the 
wrist or elbow. Several otlier small ones 
were found in different parts of the arms 
and legs, The veins of the thigh and arm 
were examined, but nothing unusual dis- 
covered in them. 

This case was considered of rare occur- 
rence, and from the time of admission excited 
a good deal of interest. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


JiiMEs Herris, mtat. 69, o strong, and 
who apparently, had been a liealtby man of 
his age, was brought at 7, n.M., March 11, 
into Rahere’a Ward, under the care of Mr. 
Lawrence. Th^re was a wound extending 
through the actd'p, 6ver the left temporal, 
and part of the left parietal bones, as deep 
as tlie skull, but no fracture detected by the 
bouse surgeon. The patient breathing with 
difficulty, and comatose. He had been struck 
a violent blow, with a pieee of wood, on the 
head by another man. Soon after admis- 
sion, he was seen by Mr^ Lawrenoe, who 
said the symptomi resemMed those of apo- 
plexy, and ordered a drop of croton oil to 
he given evm honr, nntil the bow*els should 
be moved, Four drops wore exhibited 
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Without producing .imy effect. The patient 
■ yeiftained in much the same condition, with 
[the exception of the breathing becoming 
^gradually worse, until ten o’clock on the 
following naorning, wdien he expired. 

Pest' mortem Rxaminalm, 

The left temporal bone was fractured to a 
considerable distance, and the fracture ex- 
tended into the basis of the skull. The mld< 
die meningeal artery lacerated, and about 
five ounces of blood effused between the 
cranium and dura mater. Doubt existed os 
#0 whether tl»e artery had been lacerated in 
the removal of the skull-cap, or by the blow 
received during life. Considerable effusion 
of blood between the dura mater'and left 
temporal bone, and the appearance of a 
slight depression of a small portion of the 
inner table of this boue. 


Thomas Lew’es, fctat. 32, was admitted at 
a quarter post eight o'clock, a.m., March 9, 
into Colston's Ward, under tlie care of Mr. 
Vincent, w’iilv fracture of the ulna, radius, 
several bones of the hand, and severe lacera- 
tion of the soft ])ort8 of the right arm. The 
accident occurred wliile in the act of clean- 
ing a carding machine, called a devil ; one 
of the teetli caught hold of tlie coat, drew irs 
the hand and arm, and literally smashed 
them to pieces. The accident occurred in 
Helmet How, purisli of St. Luke, and the 
gentleinnn to whom the patient was a ser- 
vant, put him into a cart, and requested his 
carman to drive to St. 'Ihomas's Hospital, 
Soruetliing, however, crossed the patient’s I 
mind, while in the act of being driven to St 
Thomas’s, which induced him to make the j 
carman change his directiou, and drive to 
tills Hospital, Mr. Vincent was sent for, 
and soon arrived. From the extremely in- 
jured state of parts, the only course for him 
to adopt, was amputation. He accordingly 
immediately proceeded to remove the arm 
above Die elbow, and the patient has conti- 
nued to do well ever since. 


George Wright, ast. S$, admitted into 
Kahere^s Ward, No, 22, Ifar^H 7, w a 
severe lacerathm of the scalp and left hand. 
The patient was coming to town last night 
with a load of hay, from off which, at 
twelve o’clock, fie fell into the road, and was 
taken up iu u state of iuseusihility. There 
is a wound of the scalp on the left .side of 
the ht-ad, extending io a semicircular furm; 
the convexity downwards, from about mid- 
way between the anterior superior and 
inferior angles of tbe parietal bone, across 
the temporal to the ocflipiial, but no frac- 


m 

tore can be detected. The left hand k 
much lacerated, bruised, and swollen, sup* 
posed to have been trod upon by a horse. 
States that he must have lost a great deal of 
blood, particularly from the wound of the 
scalp. Brought to the hospital at eight 
o’clock this morning. The patient is a 
robust, healtliy-looking wagoner. The hair 
of the scalp removed, and the edges of 
the wound brought together by adhesiye 
plaster. A large poultice applied to the 
hand. Bled to eighteen ounces from the 
left arm, and opening medicine adminis* 
tered. 

9. In all respects recevering. 

24. The woundiof the scalp is almost 
entirely healed, over which cold lotions, as 
well as adhesive plaster, have been kept 
applied ; the band, too, it much improved ; 
its (edematous state in a great measure re- 
lieved. The limb will be preserved, though 
it may not again be found to be quite ad'*' 
useful as it has been. Every appearance of 
continuing to do well. 

William Christmas, at. 24, a tailor, of 
sallow appearance, was admitted, on the 
2.^th of December, into Colston’s Ward, 
under the care of Mr. Vincent, with a frac- 
ture of the right femur, a few inches above 
the knee-joint. Wlien five years of age, by 
a fall he hurt the knee ; a while swelling 
followed, and a contraction of the joint, and 
shortening of the limb, were* the couse* 
quences. 

On the 13th of March last year, by a fall, 
the tibia of the same Ug was broken ; after 
tbe usual period of quietude, union took 
place, and the limb became stronger, in fact, 
than it had been before. Ou Christmas eve 
last, Mr. Christmas again unfortunately 
fell, at a little before eleven o’clock, 
while walking on the pavement, and Uie 
present fracture w-as the oonse(|uence. On 
the morning after the accident, he was 
brought into the hospital, and the limb was 
put up iu Amesbury’s splints. In those 
splints it was kept for a period of between 
seven and eight weeks. By this time Mr, 
Vincent considered Dial the bone had united, 
and ordered the splints to be removed. In 
a W’eek afterwards, the patient having con- 
tinued still in bed, the limb exhibited ftigna 
of non-union, Mr. I’incent having again 
examined it, believed he had been mistai^tn 
in supuosing it had ever united, and 1»« 
quested that it should again be put up in 
the splints. The splints were accordingly 
applied for another week, during which tliey 
gave great* pain to the patient, and were 
then removed* Mr. Vincent attributed the 
I resistance of union of the fractured pant) to 
I tlie pieviouriy diseased stale of the iMf 
and, M he dia sot Uiisk union wotdd like 
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phce, lugrmtcd io tlio patieut tlie eon-! Ihe fOBmunicilionof Mr. Vinn, on Di. 
niderauon of baviug the i< g removed. ! Grt’goO' » shly theory ol I'utiy hload ahnll 
AlarohSl. To.d«y,6thulf i.Mtoue, ara.|«|>|>ear in our next; also a report of the^ 
|)ut&tioii was peifuriacd at about two or I rett^*tved discussion at the N\ esiminstvr So*i 
three inches ai>ove the knee-joint, by* Mr. | ciety, on Dr. Doodle s tun-yard whim. 
Vincent, Me mude the conical flap, tied six | We have received from the iMKr^u xL and 
arteries, and the operation was completed in ■ Ph vs If A 1 . Sotitry of CAfci’TTx, by the 
fifteen niinutea, | hands of Mr. Adam, the secretary, a bill 

2i). On Sunday evening, a considerable ! for lOi. 10s., at six months after stght, on 
quantity of blood flowed from the stump ;] Messrs. Hickuids, Mackintosh, and Co,, 
the bouse*snrgecD was called in, who re- j to be added to tire fund raised for defraving 
pressed further bleeding, and since that the i the legal expenses incuried by Mr. Cooke 


patieut has proceeded to do well 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


of Exeter. Mr. Adum says, m his letter, 
“ should Mr, Cooke’s subscription be closed 
before this reaches you, 1 leave it to your* 
stdf to dispose of the money for the benetit 
I of the profession, or in eny luaiiner you may 
think befey.‘* Accordingly, on the credit of 


• Con.n.mic,ti<m5r«eirea from Mr. Street toded o.er «« poimd, 

-Mr. Montawe-Mr.Vmoo-))r. N.sI.-:“ ondyHv.R-.L 

JVoti-noodle-iDr. Greeoios-Mr. Snml,, “/..‘'“'P'l '"'“‘’“V ” 

(Cher(«y1-Mr. Firott-i^ G. L.-W. 11. ! “/* *' totejeo Surgeon., re«d,.^ 

-A Pupil of Binningh.m.ljoh«' P-le. >'*?• ti«g 

i, J I’ 10^ 1. iji ! under the severest privations. Ulien the 

“L. aDd “r.G. L. shoii d have aathen- ' j,jj| ]g paid, we shall transmit the balance, 
licated their statements with their names. po^ods ti n shillings, to .Mr. Lawrence, 
ihe letter of the latter relates to an abuse g^ded to the fund, which has been 
which ought to be abated, and he shall l»Hve raised for defraying the expenses for ubro- 
all the suppoitwe can give him, m his en- ■ gating d,, the College of Siir- 

ueavours to put it down. j and gf ^-hich fund that geullemsii is 

•* W. B.” If the indentures of apfirenUce- treasurer, 
ship are not produced at Apothecaries’ Hall, I H. M, too late for this week, 
there must be satisfactory evidence of a live j Presgdre of matter pievents ua from in- 
years’ apprenticeship having been served, j ^rting in the body of the work, the par- 
or the Court cannot examine the candidate ; i ticulars oftiie Scbschiption ; but they will 
because the apprenticeship is expressly Uppear in our next Number, with cor 
stipulated in tlie Act of I’arliament. It is also- recLions of some eriors which occurred in 
required in the same precious document, that I the Advertisements. The sum sent by 
a rejected candidate shall not present hiro-j X. U., Dublin, and several other sums which 
self for le-mmination until after six months I have bfoa received since tlie books ivere 
shall have elapsed. This statement is due; closed on Wednesday the IfJtli inst,, will 
to the Old Hogs, who have sins enough I be returned, or sent to any address that 


of their own. 


may be named. 
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